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Vision for the City
Meet current students and alumni 
focusing on urban renewal



Cover photo: Students from Wheaton in Chicago’s 
largest class to date gather near their apartments, 
under the ‘L’ tracks in Uptown during their fall 2014 
semester. From left: Taylor Pride ’15; Caila Paquin ’16; 
Shalom Parker ’15; Joanne Kim ’15; Matthew Cardillo 
’15; Alexandra Hosack ’16.  Photo by Mike Hudson ’89.
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From Darkness to Light
Wheaton’s art students and faculty submitted their 
reflections on “light” for an exhibit this fall.

one neighborhooD at a time
Wheaton will launch a new Center for urban 
engagement, preparing students to join alumni 
committed to renewing america’s cities. 

by Jeremy Weber ’05

Faith in the news 
how are Wheaton alumni in journalism fulfilling  
the call to bring their faith to work?

by Andrew Thompson ’13

a LiFe oF hospitabLe service
Professor and Chair of english dr. Sharon 
Coolidge ’72 receives the alumni association’s 
2014 distinguished Service to alma Mater award. 

by Dr. Wayne Martindale, professor of English emeritus

For the bLessing oF souLs 
unknown
thanks to a small band of alumni, the life and art 
of victorian missionary lilias trotter continues to 
further the gospel today.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90 

FeeDing the Future
Wheaton alumni work toward sustainable 
solutions to feed nine billion people by 2050.  

by Liuan Chen Huska ’09
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according to various media surveys and polls, citizens are trusting news media  
less than ever. 

As a journalist and editor in the midst of this turbulent media environment, 
I’m encouraged by the reading habits of you, my Wheaton friends and family 
members. 

Through our recent redesign survey and conversations with you in person, I’ve 
found that Wheaton Magazine is an integral part of your Wheaton experience. 
You acquire most of your information about Wheaton College from Wheaton 
Magazine, you read all or most of every issue, and you keep it on your coffee 
table for more than one month. You spend over an hour with each issue, and 
prefer to read it in print versus any other platform. Regarding topics covered 
in Wheaton Magazine, you’d like to read more about faculty members, cultural 
events, and student news. Messages from the president are also important to 
you. (Read President Ryken’s column on p. 64, and hear words of encouragement 
in his 2014-15 chapel series, “When Trouble Comes,” at wetn.org/chapel.) 

Because I believe storytelling is a catalyst meant to inspire citizens to action, 
I am especially encouraged by Wheaton alumni—including graduates of 
Wheaton’s journalism certificate program—who have a significant calling 
as truth-tellers and as agents of change (“Faith in the News,” p. 20). These 
journalists often have opportunities to work against the ills of oppression, 
poverty, and corruption in our world not only to tell the truth, but also to 
further great causes through the power of story. 

Additionally, current students and alumni are carrying out awe-inspiring work 
for Christ and his kingdom through urban renewal efforts nationwide (“One 
Neighborhood at a Time,” p. 14), at HoneyRock (“Northern Light,” p. 60), and in 
classrooms, labs, theaters, and exhibits across campus.

Please continue to send your stories, letters, photos, comments, and class news 
updates to editor@wheaton.edu. Find us online at wheaton.edu/magazine, 
and share your experiences with Wheaton Magazine on social media using the 
hashtag #wheatonmag. This magazine wouldn’t be the same without you.

Allison J. Althoff ’11  |  @ajalthoff
Editor

“The salvation of the 
righteous comes  
from the Lord; he  
is their stronghold  
in time of trouble.”

Psalm  37:39
Wheaton College 
2014– 15 Year Verse

Photo caption: During Homecoming weekend, my twin sister and I gathered with twins from the Wheaton 
family across the generations. Here we are, “seeing double” at the Homecoming weekend barbeque (l to r): 
Claire Miller, Amelia Miller (prospective class of 2023; daughters of Matt Miller M.A. ’94 and Terri Correll 
Miller ’89, M.A. ’97); Kristin Greener Dettmer ’89, Kelli Greener Whiteside ’89; Stephanie Althoff Lamphere ’11, 
Allison Althoff ’11; Alison Stackhouse Taetzsch, Sarah Stackhouse Taetzsch (prospective class of 2020; 
daughters of Daniel ’81 and Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82).

access
Wheaton Magazine

online: 
wheaton.edu/magazine

Facebook
facebook.com/

wheatoncollege.il

Twitter
twitter.com/

wheatoncollege

Instagram
instagram.com/

wheatoncollegeil

LinkedIn
linkedin.com/

wheaton-college

link to our channels 
wheaton.edu/

socialmedia

W H EA T O N . ED U / A L U M N I2  W I N T E R  2 0 1 5  

letter 
from 
the 
editor Editor

Allison J. Althoff ’11

Editorial Consultant

Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Director of Marketing Communications

Kimberly Medaglia

Design Consultants

Alice Isoz Chrismer ’70

Ellen Mardock

Chrismer + Mardock Communication 

Class News Editor

Donna Antoniuk

Contributing Editor

Ruby Thomas

Editorial Adviser

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Editorial Intern

Whitney Bauck ’15

Wheaton Alumni Association

President

Kurt Tillman ’78

President-Elect

Paul T. Klobucher ’96

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Professor Emeritus

Leroy H. Pfund ’49

Alumni Trustee Representatives

Kurt Tillman ’78

Paul T. Klobucher ’96

Christopher A. Jahns ’82

Wheaton College

President

Dr. Philip G. Ryken ’88

Provost

Dr. Stanton L. Jones

Vice President for Finance

Dale A. Kemp

Vice President for Student
Development

Paul O. Chelsen ’91

Vice President for Advancement 
and Alumni Relations

Kirk D. Farney M.A.’98

Executive Assistant
to the President 

Marilee A. Melvin ’72

Wheaton Magazine is published autumn, 
winter, and spring by Wheaton College, 
501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187-5593, 
630/752-5779, and mailed free of charge 
to alumni and friends of Wheaton College. 
Postmaster: Please send address changes 
to Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187-5593.

Because Wheaton Magazine is an expression 
of the College’s commitment to what it holds 
to be biblical faith and practice, we do not 
communicate events that, to our knowledge, 
fall outside of convictions expressed  
in our institution’s Statement of Faith and 
Community Covenant.

© 2015 Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 
www.wheaton.edu



MAdE for Worship

Jeremy Weber’s thoughtfully researched 
article “Made for Worship” revealed to 
readers the continuing effectiveness of 
Wheaton to shape lifelong worshipers 
in the crucible of global engagement 
for Christ and his kingdom. Any faith 
community that contributes to that kind 
of life change exhibits an excellence that 
makes me want to invest in and pray for 
Wheaton even more. 

How enlivening and confirming to hear 
of recent and current students carrying on 
Wheaton’s unique take on the integration 
of worship and mission, in congregations 
and communities around the world.

Trends in worship music do come and 
go; but developing true disciples who live 
worship as a lifestyle is part of Wheaton’s 
great commission. 
steve hoke ’71, M.A. ’72 
fort Collins, Co

I was excited to see “Made for Worship,” 
which had some good reporting on how 
Wheaton alumni are leading worship. 
I did think one point was missing. The 
ultimate affirmation of worship leaders 
being “ambivalent about musical styles” 
is problematic. What is missing from 
any serious worship discussion is how 
form interprets content—how music 
interprets both words and liturgical 
gestures (nonverbal moments of meaning 
within services). Instead, we evangelicals 
earnestly believe we can get past the 
prejudices and pains of the “worship 
wars” by separating spiritual ideas from 
their musical embodiments, as if the 
musical form doesn’t really matter as long 
as the idea (or written content) is good. 
Thinking about how musical form works 
with or against spiritual ideas is a very 
difficult task, but a task that the Wheaton 
Conservatory should consider seriously 

as it raises up future generations of 
evangelical worship leaders. 
dr. rebecca Nelson Abbott ’98 
Mount Vernon, oh

A rEAsoNAbLE dEfENsE

The “A Reasonable Defense” article that 
mentions the 2014 alumni award given to 
Dr. William Lane Craig ’71 also mentions 
that Dr. Craig recently debated theoretical 
physicist Dr. Sean Carroll of Caltech. 
The debate was part of a two-day God & 
Cosmology conference held at the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in 
February 2014. 

I mention this to encourage Wheaton 
alumni to watch all six sessions of this 
conference on the Tactical Faith YouTube 
channel (go to Greer-Heard 2014).

 Dr. Craig and Dr. Carroll sparred with 
each other Friday evening. There were 
four additional speakers on Saturday 
(two naturalists and two theists), with 
responses from Dr. Craig and Dr. Carroll.

I mention this because, if you believe as 
I do that education enriches your life even 
if it doesn’t enhance your income, you will 
find the entire conference enlightening, 
inspiring, enjoyable, interesting, and 
informative.  
david Thiessen ’62  
Woodstock, iL

sEEkiNg rEViVAL

It’s exciting to read about the changing 
face of Wheaton—articles on diversity, the 
new buildings on an expanding campus, 
the pursuit of new intellectual heights, and 
then the more personal side of Wheaton 
life such as the retirement of Chaplain 
Emeritus Dr. Stephen Kellough ’70 and 
the tenure of fellow classmate Dr. Bob 
Brabenec ’60, professor of mathematics. 

What I wish I could read about is 
a spiritual awakening throughout the 

campus that would spread well beyond 
the cords of the campus tent across this 
country that so desperately needs such an 
awakening. I have held on to the Wheaton 
Magazine from April 1989 that recounted 
many of those campus spiritual revivals that 
changed many of our lives. 

Those types of revivals can’t be manu-
factured, but come from fervent prayer and 
repentance. I hope we haven’t become too 
sophisticated and intellectual to see spiritual 
awakenings. For if so, the godlessness that 
pervades our country will only continue to 
draw us down. 
In Christ, 
John Morris ’60 
blowing rock, NC

A CALL for phoTos ANd 
MEMoriEs of WhEAToN’s 
spiriTuAL rEViVALs

This March marks the 20th anniversary 
of Wheaton’s 1995 revival. Perhaps you 
remember details about these days, or 
about the revivals of 1936, 1943, 1950, 
or 1970. Please send your photos and 
memories to editor@wheaton.edu. 

CorrECTioN 

Page 11, autumn 2014 issue—Trey Martin ’14 
threw 29 consecutive scoreless innings, the 
longest streak in 2014 Division III baseball and 
the longest consecutive streak in Division III 
since 2006. 
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WriTE us

We want to hear from you! Send us your 
letters and emails as they relate to material 
published in the magazine. Correspondence 
must include your name, address, and  
phone number.  
Editor, Wheaton Magazine 
Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187  
editor@wheaton.edu



Publishers), and/or a Conservatory of Music 
CD along with one from Getty Music: Live 
at The Gospel Coalition. 

Thanks from our missionaries abroad . . . 
Japan: “We feel so blessed to benefit from 
this! It makes us feel connected to back 
home, and is a great encouragement.”
Chile: “We have really appreciated receiv-
ing the books these past 28 years that we 
have been serving here in Chile. Thank 
you so much for this kind and very valued 
gesture of support and encouragement.”
France:  “In the autumn, I start looking 
for the package. When it comes, I hide 
it in the closet, and then in December, I 
place it lovingly under the Christmas tree! 
It is a very important part of Christmas for 
me. I am an avid reader, and it is so nice 
to get books in English. I share the books 
with fellow Anglophone missionaries here. 
Thank you to all those who fund, come 
up with book lists, and donate money and 
time. Merci beaucoup!”

Wheaton College has been accredited 
by the Commission since 1916. The next 
comprehensive evaluation is scheduled to 
occur in 2023-24. 

Learn more about the value of a Wheaton 
education at wheaton.edu/value.

The 2014 InTernaTIonal 
MIssIonary Book MaIlIng  
This Christmas, over 500 alumni families 
serving as missionaries in more than 70 
countries will receive gifts from Wheaton’s 
annual International Missionary Book  
Mailing. Thanks to publishers who donate 
books and the College’s Board of Trustees 
which gives funds for shipping costs, this 
year’s package includes an assortment of the  
following: The Moody Handbook of Theology 
by Paul Enns (Moody Publishers), Growing 
Down by Sarah Horner Wetzel (Deep River 
Books), Honestly: Really Living What We 
Say We Believe by Johnnie Moore (Harvest 
House Publishers), Little Prayers to Bless 
Your Day by Chris Shea (Harvest House 

CREDIT: DAvID ZAuGH

nelson leads WheaTon enseMBles In haydn’s The CreaTion 

John Nelson ’63 conducted the combined ensembles of the Conservatory of Music in a 
performance of The Creation by Joseph Haydn on November 15, 2014. The Artist Series  
concert featured the Wheaton College Symphony Orchestra as well as the Concert Choir,  
Women's Chorale, Men’s Glee Club, and an impressive lineup of professional soloists. 

The Creation unites the words of Milton’s Paradise Lost with the Genesis creation  
story. Dr. Michael Wilder, dean of the Conservatory of Music, says the professional 
performance offered students and audience members “a once-in-a-lifetime experience with a 
deeply spiritual and aesthetically rich composition.”

A week of special events preceded the Saturday concert, beginning with a chapel message 
from Old Testament professor Dr. John Walton M.A.’75. Writer and philanthropist Roberta 
Ahmanson spoke in Friday chapel on “Dreams Become Reality” and “The Heavens Are Telling.”  
She later joined a panel on art, architecture, and worship with Old Testament professor Dr. 
Daniel Block and art instructor Leah Samuelson ’02. English professor Dr. Jeffrey Galbraith  
and music history professor Dr. Jonathan Saylor ’81 presented on “Celebrating the Creation.”

Maestro Nelson participated in sessions before and after the concert. The internationally  
acclaimed conductor is known for his interpretation of the Romantic repertoire. He has  
appeared with many of the world’s most celebrated orchestras, including the London Symphony, 
Orchestre de Paris, Chicago Symphony, Cleveland Orchestra, and New York Philharmonic.
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WHEATON news

C A M P U S  N E W S

WheaTon's accredITed sTaTus 
conTInued 
Wheaton received notification 
September 30 that the Higher Learning 
Commission has continued its accredited 
status. As part of the reaffirmation process, 
the College hosted a review team from  
the Commission in April 2014.

In their formal report, the review team 
affirmed the College for many reasons, 
including the “simultaneous commitment 
to open intellectual inquiry while main-
taining commitment to Christian mission,” 
as well as progress and demonstrated 
commitment to increasing ethnic and 
international diversity, and a strong culture 
of student care and sense of community.
“This favorable reaccreditation report 

independently confirms that we are meet-
ing our commitment to educate the whole 
person in ways that build the church and 
benefit society worldwide,” says President 
Philip G. Ryken ’88. 



WheaTon dedIcaTes hIsTorIcal 
Marker for freedoM

A marker symbolizing Wheaton  
College’s historic commitment to 
abolitionism and ongoing dedication to 
racial reconciliation now stands in the 
foyer of Blanchard Hall. The Wheaton 
community gathered October 9 to dedicate 
the reconstructed marble obelisk that once 
marked the grave of James Burr, a friend 
of Wheaton’s first president, Jonathan 
Blanchard, and a fellow abolitionist who 
asked to be buried on free soil. The re-
assembled grave marker was fittingly placed 
in Blanchard Hall, an official site of the 
National Underground Railroad “Network 
to Freedom,” designated by the United 
States National Park Service on April 14, 
2013. Stops like Blanchard Hall were used 
by men, women, and children seeking 
freedom from slavery before and during the 
Civil War.

The Thunder aT hoMe

Wheaton’s Sports and Recreation 
Complex received an orange-and-blue 
makeover, complete with thundercloud 
veneers and prominent placement of the 
Wheaton Athletics mission statement. “The 
new look creates a real collegiate feel and 
brings a sense of enthusiasm and school 
spirit to the space,” says Athletics Director 
Julie Schmela Davis ’91.

WheaTon launches honeyrock 
gap year for hIgh school 
graduaTes 

HoneyRock, Wheaton’s Outdoor 
Center for Leadership Development, is 
now accepting fall 2015 applications for the 
Vanguard Year, a new gap year program for 
18- to 22-year-olds. The program is designed 
to develop body, mind, and spirit through 
experiential learning, says Dr. Rob Ribbe, 
director of HoneyRock. “It is specifically 
for those needing a break from traditional 
education and seeking a highly formational 
year that prepares them for their next steps 
after high school.”

The Vanguard Year takes its name from 
Wheaton’s first wilderness-based transition 
program, “Vanguards,” forerunner to 
Wheaton Passage. The program emphasizes 
community-based activities, such as 
outdoor adventures, service projects, 
ministry trips, small group discussions, 
hands-on vocational training, practice of 
earth care and sustainable living, corporate 
worship, and spiritual reflection.

Under the guidance of Wheaton faculty, 
HoneyRock staff, and local experts, 
students will build a portfolio of reflection 
papers, group presentations, and service 
projects that may apply toward college 
course credits. 

Learn more at wheaton.edu/honeyrock/
students/vanguard.
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hoods facing significant violence.
Campers participated in breakout sessions 

on topics such as setting goals, making  
wise decisions, choosing good influences,  
and prioritizing higher education. Mike 
Swider ’77, Wheaton’s head football coach, 
presented the gospel message and the 
Wheaton athletes shared their personal 
testimonies.

Jim Johanik ’94, executive director of FCA 
Chicago and a former Thunder co-captain, 
says, “These kids learned today there is a 
community outside their own that deeply 
loves them and wants them to succeed. I pray 
that the experience is a planted seed of hope 
in their lives for years to come.” 

Johanik is working with the Chick-fil-A 
Foundation to sponsor another camp in 2015.

S T U D E N T  N E W S

WorkouT perforMs Love’s 
Labour’s LosT for WheaTon 
park dIsTrIcT

Current students and alumni presented 
Love’s Labour’s Lost to outdoor audiences 
at Memorial Park in downtown Wheaton 
August 29-30. An installment of the city’s 
Shakespeare in the Park series, the produc-
tion featured alumni spanning five decades 
of the College theater group, Workout.

Wheaton’s director of theater programs, 
Mark Lewis, estimates that approximately 
1,000 people attended each night. “The 
feeling in the park was truly amazing—
attentive audiences ready to laugh and 
enjoy an evening together in a special 
atmosphere,” says Lewis, who is also 
associate professor of communication.

Rehearsals took place during a 10-day 
theater camp at the Black Hills Science 
Station in South Dakota. Some 50 current 
students and alumni worked together at 
the camp, offered regularly since 2003. 

Wheaton partnered with the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes (FCA) and the Chick-
fil-A Foundation to host the first Chicago-
land FCA Power Camp July 29-30, 2014. 
More than 200 at-risk boys and girls from  
10 Chicago neighborhoods, along with 
30 from nearby suburbs, visited campus to 
practice athletic skills such as agility, speed, 
throwing, catching, and blocking. The camp 
was the first event funded by the Chick-fil-
A Foundation in a city outside Atlanta.

Thunder athletes, including quarterback 
Reece Butler ’15,  served as skill station 
leaders and small group “huddle” leaders. 
“[We’re] trying to just give them a day of 
peace where they can hopefully see the 
love of God,” he says, recognizing that 
many of the campers come from neighbor-

WheaTon hosTs poWer caMp for chIcago kIds
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Bgc scholarshIp prograM 
celeBraTes class  
of The 1,000th scholar

After this year, 1,013 scholars from 68 
countries will have received advanced 
degree training at the Wheaton College 
Graduate School through the Billy Graham 
Center Scholarship Program. Graduates of 
the program have served or are currently 
serving as college presidents and professors, 
and as key leaders in churches and mission 
organizations in 108 countries, including the 
United States. 

Established in 1975 by donors committed 
to global evangelization, the BGC 
Scholarship program exists to equip 
international Christian leaders, furloughing 
missionaries, pre-field missionaries, 
and urban/ethnic ministry workers for 
significant ministry opportunities in order 
to strengthen the worldwide church.  

Among the 22 scholars new to the pro-
gram this year, Vidhyasankar Pannerselvam 
M.A. ’15 plans to return to India once 
finished with his degree to establish a Bible 
teaching center, which he believes will be 
“indispensable for reaching the lost.”

Dr. Robert Gallagher, chair of 
intercultural studies, sees the program as 
invaluable not only for the global church, 
but for Wheaton as well. “We are richer 
for the gift of connecting and listening to 
these scholars’ stories of God’s amazing 
grace; and their ideas of sharing the 

good news of Christ Jesus across barriers 
of ethnicity, race, language, religion, 
economics, and ideology,” he says. 

 For more, see our story on BGC 
Scholar Carlos Ruiz M.A.’13 on page 47.

dIgITal enTrepreneurs fInd a 
sTarT on WheaTon’s caMpus 

Nineteen Wheaton students and alumni 
from twelve different majors found employ-
ment on campus this summer with Project 
World Impact (PWI), an entrepreneur-
ial start-up founded in 2013. During fall 
semester, 13 of these students and graduates 
continued working for the organization out 
of an office in downtown Wheaton.

“PWI is an online hub that connects 
donors and volunteers with nonprofits,” 
says Anna Morris ’16, director of content 
development for PWI. Participating 
nonprofits—about 3,200 as of October 
2014—post news, information, photos, 
and videos. The site then lets visitors search 
these nonprofits by cause and location, give 
donations, and find volunteer opportunities.

PWI Vice President Grant Hensel ’15 
feels his grounding in the liberal arts has 
prepared him for entrepreneurial roles. 
He says, “Wheaton teaches you to build 
a foundation rooted in deep faith and 
community that can weather the storms 
that entrepreneurship and life hurl  
your way.”

psy.d. sTudenT aWarded  
$22,000 granT 

Andrew Cuthbert Psy.D. ’18 received 
significant recognition and funding for 
his dissertation project, “A Church-Based 
Humility Intervention Study.”  The John 
Templeton Foundation awarded Andrew 
a $22,000 grant for his project, one of five 
Templeton-funded dissertation projects  
on positive psychology in collaboration 
with Christian faith communities. Andrew 
also received a 2014 Student Research 
Award from Division 36 of the American 
Psychology Association.

Andrew’s research involves more  
than 300 participants at Bethany Church, 
a large, multi-ethnic congregation with 
three campuses near Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. He is adapting a humility 
intervention workbook for use by 
Bethany staff and lay leaders and is testing 
whether the intervention promotes 
positive psychological outcomes. He’s 
also investigating which aspects of the 
humility intervention are most effective, 
and which measures hold up well  
when tested in a faith community.

“There is very little research out there 
on psychological interventions being 
conducted in the church,” Andrew says. 
“We are hoping this project will help 
facilitate collaboration between church 
leaders and the psychological community.”
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hopper WIns aWard for  
choral dIrecTIon

Dr. Mary Hopper ’73, director of 
performance studies and professor of 
choral music and conducting, received the 
2014 Harold Decker Award at the Illinois 
American Choral Directors Association 
(ACDA) summer conference. This award 
recognizes conductors who have made 
a significant contribution to the lives of 
“innumerable choral singers, conductors, 
and audiences.”  

President-elect of the national 
ACDA, Dr. Hopper conducts both the 
Women’s Chorale and the Men’s Glee 
Club at Wheaton. Dean of Wheaton’s 
Conservatory Dr. Michael Wilder says, 
“Mary’s programming, outreach, and 
many musical contributions result in 
a legacy at Wheaton College that is 
formidable and will pay dividends for 
generations to come.”

F A C U L T Y  N E W S

WelcoMe, neW faculTy

row 1 (l to r): James Gordon, philosophy; Dr. Tammy Schultz, psychology; Rebecca Toly ’99, foreign 
languages; Dr. Angela McKoy, chemistry; Dr. James Huff, anthropology and Human Needs and 
Global Resources; Dr. Risa Toha, politics and international relations. row 2: Dr. Michael McKoy, 
politics and international relations; Michael Kibbe, biblical and theological studies; Dr. IL-Hee Kim, 
education; Capt. David Iglesias ’80, director, Hastert Center; Dr. Andrew Abernethy, biblical and 
theological studies; Christa Strickler, library science; Dr. Theon Hill, communication. Not pictured: 
Dr. Christopher Armstrong, director, OPUS: The Art of Work; Sean Devine, military science;  
Enoch Hill, Business and Economics; MSG James Kelley, military science.

graduaTe school hosTs cenTral 
and easTern european scholars

Wheaton hosted graduate students and 
professionals from Central and Eastern 
Europe for the 20th summer this year. 
Launched in 1995 by Don Church,  
Dr. Walter Elwell, and Dr. Dave Sveen, the 
Central and Eastern European Scholars 
Program has hosted over 250 participants 
from 23 countries in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Participants include senior 
administrative leadership and faculty from 
nearly every evangelical seminary in the 
region, as well as many denominational 
presidents, pastors, and lay leaders.

“The primary purpose of the program 
is academic, but it’s also relational and 
recreational,” program coordinator Kurt 
Tillman ’78 says. “If you have any leadership 
gifts in Central and Eastern Europe,  
you’re doing a number of things all at once: 
pastoring a church, leading a seminary, 

publishing a book, counseling, and raising 
a family. We notice these people show up 
exhausted because there is no space in their 
regular lives to breathe. So we also make 
space for them to spend time alone with 
God . . . to do whatever recreational work 
needs to be done.”

Attendees study with Wheaton faculty 
mentors, eat meals together three  
times a day, visit Chicagoland churches 
and historic sites, and engage local 
church congregations for six weeks every  
summer. 

psychology deparTMenT draWs 
BrazIlIan professIonals 
Associate Dean of Psychology Dr. Terri 
Watson M.A. ’86 welcomed 22 working 
professionals from Brazil, including Iara 
Monteiro de Castro, director of the Family 
Institute at the South American Theological 
Seminary, for a week-long seminar in July. 
Launched in 2011, these summer seminars 
focus on the integration of Christian faith 
with contemporary topics in family therapy. 

“This partnership with the Brazil 
family institute brings together two of our 
department’s highest priorities: integration 
of faith and psychology and global 
engagement for mutual transformation,” Dr. 
Watson says. “The professionals from Brazil 
have become close colleagues and friends, 
and we are unified by our commitment 
to Christian distinctiveness, professional 
excellence, and community service.”

This year’s seminar addressed “Sexuality 
and the Family.” The program’s next 
gathering will occur at HoneyRock in 
summer 2016.

Learn more about Wheaton’s psychology 
department at wheaton.edu/psychology. 

Eastern European scholars, summer 2014
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Since its founding more than 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been both wise in  
the management of financial gifts as well as forthright in its accountability for those gifts.  
If you would like a copy of our latest audited financial statement, you may download  
it from our website at http://www.wheaton.edu/disclosures/financial-audit-information. 
You may also write Dale Kemp, vice President for Finance and Treasurer, 501 College 
Avenue, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187, or call 630-752-5085.

fInancIal hIghlIghTs
Fiscal Year July 1, 2013–June 30, 2014

endoWMenT MarkeT Value and spendIng

open posITIon: dIrecTor of deVelopMenT
This key position is responsible for leading the major gift 
efforts of the College. details about the qualifications 
and duties associated with this position can be found at 
wheaton.edu/developmentdirectorposition.

Balance sheeT hIghlIghTs                  2013-14    2012-13               2011-12             2010-11

Total Assets  $ 795,814,000 $ 723,981,000 $ 667,570,000  $ 675,486,000  
Net Assets Unrestricted 269,945,000 253,474,000  233,707,000  240,774,000   
 Temporarily Restricted 205,615,000 161,236,000 139,548,000  148,165,000 
 Permanently Restricted 150,654,000 141,241,000 129,283,000  122,978,000 

 Total net assets $ 626,214,000 $ 555,951,000 $ 502,538,000  $ 511,917,000 

operaTIng hIghlIghTs
Tuition and Fees $ 84,071,000 83,205,000 78,790,000  75,097,000  
Scholarships  (26,626,000) (26,465,000) (25,378,000)  (23,467,000) 

 net Tuition and fees  $ 57,445,000  $ 56,740,000 $ 53,412,000  $ 51,630,000 

Auxiliary  20,263,000 20,468,000 19,741,000  19,270,000 
Gifts and Grants 33,814,000 32,315,000 21,821,000  24,888,000 
Endowment Spending 15,052,000 14,781,000  14,652,000  14,921,000 
      
Educational and General Expenses $ 97,518,000 $ 96,891,000 $ 95,063,000  $ 89,995,000 
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endoWMenT:  $405 MIllIon
The endowment fund contains those 
assets of the College permanently 
invested to support College programs. 
The purpose of the endowment is to 
generate a dependable stream of income 
and provide a reserve of institutional 
resources. The investment objective is to 
maximize total return over the long term 
within acceptable risk parameters.
 
The endowment increased 14.9 percent 
to $405 million on June 30, 2014. The 
increase was driven by a 17.2 percent 
investment return and $9.6 million of gifts 
and net transfers, offset by $15.1 million of 
spending withdrawals. Endowment per 
student increased to $146,000 compared 
to $125,269 as of June 30, 2013.
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STEPPiNG iT UP

This All-Conference co-captain leads the women’s basketball 
team both on and off the court. 

bY bRETT MARHAnKA, ATHLETICS CoMMunICATIon DIRECToR

Ellie Zeller ’16, co-captain of the Wheaton 
women’s basketball team, came into her own last 
year, going from a “sixth-man” role to a first team  
All-Conference player. 

The applied health science major not only 
nearly doubled her points per game from her 
freshman season—from 7.7 to 14.8—she also set 
a school record last year by shooting 59.5 percent 
from the field, the second-highest percentage in 
the country scored by a guard. 

Ellie played in every game freshman year, help 
ing Wheaton to a berth in the NCAA Division III 
Tournament for the first time since 2006-07. Dur- 
ing her sophomore year she was a unanimous First 
Team All-College Conference of Illinois and 
Wisconsin (CCIW) selection, also earning First Team  
All-Central Region honors from D3hoops.com. 

“Her greatest strength is that she is intrinsically 
motivated,” says head coach Kent Madsen. “She’s 
an extremely versatile player in that she can attack 
the rim through drives to the basket, she can 
post-up players, she can hit the mid-range jumper, 
and she has the ability to hit the three-point shot, 
making her a difficult person to defend.”

Basketball was a part of Ellie’s decision to come 
to Wheaton. After playing the game year-round 
since third grade, she knew she needed to guard 
against burnout. “Playing at a Division III school 
like Wheaton is still a big commitment, but it’s 
not as year-round as it had been in high school,” 
she says. “Being here has allowed me to grow and 
do other things personally and spiritually.” 

But the main reason Ellie came to Wheaton 
was for the people, she says, noting that she’s been 
able to cultivate life-giving relationships with 
individuals both on and off the court. 

Enrolled in Wheaton’s pre-physical therapy 
program, Ellie’s says she’s still working to balance 
basketball with all of her studies and labs, but feels 
confident in her chosen career path. 

“I really like the idea of helping people overcome 
their physical struggles, and I am interested in  
using physical therapy on the mission field,” she says.

Before she launches into her career, Ellie has 
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THUNDER BY THE NUMBERS

150

105

19

CAREER VICTORIES for Mike 
Swider ’77, Wheaton’s head football 
coach, following a 26-12 win at 
Kalamazoo College on September 
13, 2014. Swider is the winningest 
football coach in Wheaton history.

WHEATON CAREER WINS for  
Dr. Michael Giuliano, Wheaton’s 
men’s soccer coach, after a 2-0 
victory at Greenville College on 
September 17, 2014. With this win,  
Dr. Giuliano takes 2nd place on  
the Wheaton men’s soccer coach 
career wins list, bumping Dr. Bob 
Baptista, Sr. ’44 to 3rd place.

TOTAL TACKLES by Adam Dansdill 
’16  in a 17-0 win against UW-Eau 
Claire on September 20, 2014. This 
was the highest single-game total 
tackle mark by a Thunder football 
player since J.D. Leman ’01 recorded 
20 total tackles on October 14, 2000.

two more seasons with the women’s basketball 
program, and plans to lead by example, follow-
ing in the footsteps of former team leaders.

“It was intimidating as a freshman coming 
in, but I had some upperclassmen who really 
stepped into my life and took me under their 
wings,” Ellie says. “They pushed me and 
challenged me. They were also people who 
cared about all of me, not just the basketball 
player. That helped make my transition as a 
freshman a lot easier.” 

For the next two years she hopes to direct her 
own focus—and that of her team—to the reason 
why they are playing: “to glorify God.”

Coach Madsen says Ellie was selected as a 
captain for this upcoming season because she is 
highly respected by her teammates.

“She is a person that gives maximum effort, 
cares about her teammates, is a great listener, 
and a pleasure to be around,” Coach Madsen 
says. “The reason I love coaching at Wheaton is 
that I am blessed to work with student athletes 
like Ellie.”
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WHEATON THUNDER WiNTER SPORTS SCHEDULE

Men’s Basketball
11/15 Franklin  

11/18    at Defiance 

11/21 ** Olivet 

11/22         ** at Lee Pfund   

 Classic     

11/25 Benedictine 

12/3 at U. of Chicago  

12/5 u at Calvin  

12/6 u at Hope  

12/13 at Alma  

12/19 pat Trinity (TX) 

12/20 pat Texas Lutheran 

1/3 at Elmhurst* 

1/7 Illinois Wesleyan* 

1/10 North Central*  

1/14 North Park* 

1/17 at Augustana*  

1/21 at Millikin*   

1/24 Carthage*  

1/28 at Illinois Wesleyan 

1/31 at North Central*  

2/4 at North Park* 

2/7 Elmhurst*  

2/11 Millikin*  

2/14 at Carthage* 

2/21 Augustana* 

2/27-28  at CCIW Tournament 

** Lee Pfund Classic

u CCIW/MIAA Challenge (Kenosha, 

    WI)

p Denotes Trinity University National 

   Invitational (San Antonio, TX)

Women’s Basketball
11/15 at Saint Mary’s (IN) 

11/18 Clarke 

11/21 uAurora  

11/22 uClaremont-Mudd- 

 Scripps 

11/25 at Hope

12/3 at U. of Chicago 

12/6  at Roosevelt

 

12/10 at UW-Whitewater 

12/12 U. of Dubuque 

12/13 at Illinois Institute of  

 Technology 

12/31 Loras College 

1/3 at Elmhurst* 

1/7 at Illinois Wesleyan* 

1/10 North Central* 

1/14 at North Park* 

1/17 at Augustana* 

1/21 Millikin* 

1/24 Carthage* 

1/28 Illinois Wesleyan* 

1/31 at North Central* 

2/4 North Park* 

2/7 Elmhurst* 

2/11 at Millikin* 

2/14 at Carthage* 

2/21 Augustana* 

2/27-28 at CCIW Tournament 

u Beth Baker Classic

Wrestling
11/1 Open” Messiah Invitational 

11/8 at UW-Stevens Point’s   

 “Pointer Open” 

11/13 at Elmhurst  

11/22  at Concordia University  

 at Wisconsin Open 

12/3 U. of Chicago  

12/6 at Milwaukee School of  

 at Engineering Invite  

12/13 at North Central Invite 

12/19 Concordia Wisconsin 

1/10 at NWCA Nationals Duals 

1/17 Wheaton Duals 

1/17 U. of Wisconsin- La Crosse  

1/20 at North Central  

1/30-31 Pete Willson-Wheaton  

 Invitational  

2/14 at U. of Dubuque Jim Fox  

 Open

2/19 at CCIW Championships  

 (Elmhurst, IL)  

2/28 at NCAA-III Midwest Regional  

 Championships 

3/14-15  at NCAA Division III  

 Championships (Hershey, PA)

Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming
11/1 at U. of Chicago 

11/8 Calvin College 

11/14 at U. of Wisconsin- 

 Milwaukee 

11/21-22 at U. of Chicago Invite 

12/5-6 Wheaton Invitational  

12/6 Wheaton Invitational 

1/16 Carthage 

1/17 Wheaton Quad Meet  

1/24 at UIC Diving Invite 

1/30 Olivet Nazarene 

1/31  Wheaton Tri-Meet 

2/6-7 at CCIW Diving Championships  

 (Bloomington, IL) 

2/12-14 at CCIW IL Champ.  

 (Pleasant Prairie, WI) 

3/19-22 at NCAA Div. III Champ.  

 (Shenandoah, TX)

Men’s and Women’s indoor 
Track & Field
1/30 at Carthage 

2/6-7 at IWU Invitational  

 (Bloomington, IL)  

2/13 at Chicagoland Women’s  

 Championships (Naperville, IL) 

2/14 at Chicagoland Men’s  

 Championships (Naperville, IL)

2/20 at North Central Cardinal 

 Classic 

2/27-/28 at CCIW Indoor Track 

 Championships (Kenosha, WI) 

*Conference matchup

home contests are in bold. All schedules are subject to change. For live in-game 
statistics, news, and more schedules and information, visit http://athletics.wheaton.edu. 
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Light. 

One small word.  
So many possible 
interpretations.  
The 16 images at left showcase  

a few of the reflections on “light” 

submitted by Wheaton art 

students and faculty members  

for the second annual 12" by 12" 

art department exhibition  

this fall. To view more original 

works of art that were displayed 

in the newly dedicated Walford 

Galleries of Adams Hall  

through early november, visit: 

wheaton.edu/studentartcontest. 

   Left to Right; Top to Bottom

1. Ellyn Miller ’15,  
  “Untitled”

2. Wynonna Susilo ’17,  
  “Untitled”

3. Professor Joel Sheesley ’72,  
  “Untitled”

4. Instructor Leah Samuelson ’02,  
  “Untitled”

5. Justin Dillenback ’16,  
  “The Veil of Transcendence”

6. Zach Erwin ’17,  
  “It’s camp, you have to have fun.”

7. Hannah Zeller ’15,  
  “Music of the Night”

8. Hannah Swanson ’16,  
  “Light of Life” 

9. Ana Melendez ’17,  
  “Untitled”

10. Mairi McCormick ’17,  
  “Untitled”

11. Morgan Young ’16,  
  “Untitled”

12. Alyssa Hughey ’15,  
  “Teacup Packets”

13. Alyssa Hughey ’15,  
  “Stacks”

14. Megan Shirley ’18,  
  “Overtaken”

15. Mariel Beausejour ’15,  
  “Shifting Shadows”

16. Thomas Wilder ’18,  
  “Untitled"

4
“The image references the 

annunciation and the  

advent of a very holy baby. For 

models I used friends in  

the contemporary setting of my 

home to evoke the strangeness 

of something miraculous 

happening in a familiar setting.”

—Leah Samuelson ’02,  

instructor of art 

8
“This photograph was taken 

inside the Hagia Sophia,  

once a cathedral and now a 

museum, in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Written in Arabic, the text reads 

‘Light of Life.’ In the many places 

we visited on the Wheaton 

in the Holy Lands program, 

including the Hagia Sophia, 

Christ, the light of life, was 

always present.”

—Hannah Swanson ’16  



OneNeighborhood  
at a Time
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WiTh a NeW 

CeNTer for UrbaN 

eNgagemeNT seT  

To opeN iN 

JaNUary, WheaToN 

redoUbles iTs 

efforTs To 

prepare sTUdeNTs 

To JoiN The maNy 

alUmNi already 

WorkiNg To reNeW 

ameriCa’s CiTies. 

Dr. Wayne GorDon ’75, founDinG 

pastor of LaWnDaLe Community 

ChurCh anD Chairman/presiDent 

of the Christian Community 

DeveLopment assoCiation (CCDa), 

LeaDs a ConGreGation of over 

1,000 WorshipinG famiLies on 

ChiCaGo’s West siDe.



JoUrNeyiNg ThroUgh The reCeNTly sUbmerged 
Gentilly neighborhood of New Orleans in 2013, Kelsey Nikcevich ’16 
observed how Hurricane Katrina led to a restructuring of education 
from public to charter schools.

“I was taking a class focusing on urban education at the time, and 
New Orleans was a perfect case study, as they had the chance to 
completely restructure public education,” says Nikcevich, who grew 
up in the diverse schools of inner-city Indianapolis. The trip brought 
life to in-class discussions on the possibilities and limits of charter 
schools. 

Nikcevich’s field experience—attending the Christian Community 
Development Association (CCDA) gathering in New Orleans 
in 2013—has become an annual trip for students involved with 
Wheaton’s urban studies program and Global Urban Perspectives 
(GUP) ministry. She remembers conversations with urban 
practitioners on topics ranging from gang intervention to fair-trade 
coffee to work on Native American reservations.

“I had never been exposed to so many ways to do community 
development,” says Nikcevich, who will be one of the first Wheaton 
students to graduate with a major in urban studies. “I was struck by 

the enormity of the problems community developers face, but greatly 
encouraged by the amount of like-minded people taking them on.”

More Wheaton students than ever are preparing to serve in cities 
nationwide, and on-campus opportunities for urban engagement are 
drawing more participants:

The Wheaton in Chicago program, now in its 15th year, hosted its 
largest and most diverse group this fall: 21 students selected from  
a variety of majors.

Wheaton’s Passage program (remembered by many alumni as “High 
Road”) has added an urban track to complement its wilderness 
and camp tracks at HoneyRock. Up to 36 students have begun their 
Wheaton experience in downtown Chicago in recent semesters.

The GUP summer ministry program, which promotes awareness 
and advocacy of urban issues, sent the first teams of students out for 
internships in 2003 and continues to thrive, sending nine students  
to London and three U.S. cities during summer 2014.

“Students are going to graduate into the most urban world we’ve ever 
known, and it will only continue to get more urban,” says Dr. Noah 

● 

 

● 

 

 

●
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Dr. noah toLy ’99, m.a. ’12 outsiDe of the memoriaL stuDent 

Center on Wheaton’s Campus; sophia Jenkins ’15 anD keLsey 

nikCeviCh ’16  at the CoLLeGe avenue metra station heaDinG 

DoWntoWn; rene Cruz ’15 outsiDe his internship site at the 

GooDman theatre in the ChiCaGo Loop. 

by Jeremy Weber ’05

from WheaToN’s CampUs To The ChiCago loop, professors aNd sTUdeNTs CUlTivaTe riCh dialogUe . . .



Toly ’99, M.A. ’12, director of Wheaton’s Urban Studies Program. “Cities 
will be important to how they live the rest of their lives. With our major 
and other programs, the students who have always wanted to go deeper 
finally can. Urban studies is more accessible to a wider array of students.”

In addition to the 40-hour urban studies major, new this year, Wheaton 
will also launch a Center for Urban Engagement in January 2015.  

“Wheaton has more than a dozen faculty members doing great work on 
the academic study of cities and urban life, but you’d never know it,” Dr. 
Toly says. “You’d have to poke around on individual department websites 
to figure it out. This will bring their work all together in one place.” 

More than a “reshuffling of the deck chairs,” he says, Wheaton’s new 
center will streamline and expand Wheaton’s urban research and student 
experiences.

“The recent changes position us as probably the leader among Christian 
colleges in the academic study of cities and urban life,” Dr. Toly says. “A 
lot of Christian colleges do urban ministry work, but very few offer an 
urban studies major that is interdisciplinary and social-science based. We 
are really out ahead when it comes to that.”

bUildiNg oN The pasT, shapiNg The fUTUre
Wheaton already has a strong reputation in community development 
circles. The CCDA has long had Wheaton leadership, including 
co-founders Dr. Wayne Gordon ’75 and Dr. John Perkins L.L.D 
’80. At the 2014 annual meeting of the Urban Affairs Association, 
the world’s most influential gathering for urban studies, four 
presentations were given by Wheaton alumni: Dr. Toly, Jacob 
Lesniewski ’99, Rob Eschmann ’09, and Junia Howell ’10.

“Seeking the peace of the city is a large part of my calling and vocation 
because it is so right there, so proximate to the stable middle class life our 
family leads, thereby demanding a faithful response,” says Lesniewski, 
who was selected for an urban community leadership fellowship at the 
University of Chicago and is now an assistant professor of social work at 
Dominican University.

Howell was literally raised in the “CCDA ministry model” by parents 
who moved to urban Cincinnati to live next to the people they were 
serving in their multi-ethnic church and community development ministry. 

“I grew up in a household where the door was always open, the backyard 
was the neighborhood basketball court, and conversations of race and 
poverty were commonplace at the dinner table,” she says. 

At Wheaton, she wanted to better understand what she had lived.
“I had a deep respect for the hard work my parents did. Yet, I was 

also perplexed and discouraged by what seemed to be an unquenchable 
need for such ministry in our cities because of larger unchanging 
structural conditions,” says Howell. “Urban studies provided an umbrella 
framework that allowed me to synthesize how issues of race, class, gender, 
and capitalism intertwine to produce and perpetuate the inequalities and 
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meeT WheaToN iN ChiCago (l To r): learNiNg CommUNiTy 

CoordiNaTor raChel broWN oUTside sTUdeNT aparTmeNTs iN 

UpToWN; Taylor pride ’15 aNd Caila paqUiN ’16 by a ChiCago 

fire sTaTioN iN UpToWN; maTT Cardillo ’15 aNd JoaNNe kim ’15 aT 

moNTrose harbor overlookiNg The ChiCago CiTy skyliNe; aNNa 

relph ’15 aNd shalom parker ’15 aT ClareNdoN park; alexaNdra 

hosaCk ’16 oUTside The UpToWN TheaTer.

. . . ThroUgh iNTerdisCipliNary UrbaN sTUdies CoUrses, iNTerNships, aNd experieNTial learNiNg opporTUNiTies iN 



injustices that were commonplace in my childhood.”
Howell is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in urban sociology under 

prominent sociologist Michael Emerson at Rice University, and remains 
involved in a local CCDA organization. 

“Effective research requires continual involvement in the community, 
and community engagement requires effective research to progress 
forward in its tactics and techniques,” she says.

When the two intersect, promising paradigms and practices are created. 
And many Wheaton alumni are busy putting the best ideas into practice.

alUmNi iN UrbaN reNeWal:  
pUTTiNg ideas iNTo praCTiCe  
You’ve likely heard plenty about Detroit’s downfall: how 
manufacturing woes led one of America’s largest and wealthiest 
cities to lose half of its 1.8 million population, file the nation’s 
biggest municipal bankruptcy, and become synonymous with 
abandoned buildings and unsolved crimes. Yet have you heard of 
Peaches & Greens, a delivery truck turned grocery store that brings 
affordable fruits and vegetables into Detroit’s poorest inner-city 
neighborhoods? Or CDC Farm & Fishery, a liquor-store-turned-
aquaponics-farm that grows microgreens and raises 6,000 tilapia?

These are just two of the success stories shared by Lisa Johanon ’82, 
one of many Wheaton alumni at the forefront of renewing America’s 
cities, one neighborhood at a time.

“I wanted to live as someone who speaks justice for the poor,” says 
Johanon, whose Central Detroit Christian Community Development 
Corporation (CDC) just celebrated its 20th anniversary serving one 

of Detroit’s roughest neighborhoods. “Where are the poor? The highest 
concentration is in the city.”

The community development trend that most excites Johanon:  
socially conscious businesses. CDC has been part of this up-and-coming 
wave in community development for a decade. 

“We’ve been developing businesses with a social purpose, employing 
people who are hard to employ, such as ex-offenders, substance abusers, 
and the impoverished,” says Johanon. “It’s not until we start employing 
people and taking care of their physical needs that they can open their 
ears to the gospel.”

CDC currently runs eight such operations, with businesses number 
nine and number ten in the works. In addition to a grocery truck and 
aquaponics farm, her ministry operates a healthy soul food restaurant, an 
orchard, a garden, a landscaping company, a property management firm, 
a security company, and soon a laundromat/fitness center, aptly named 

“Fit & Fold”—all within Detroit’s 140 square miles.
David Doig ’87 is most excited by the increased focus on sustainable 

buildings. And he knows a thing or two about buildings. After launching 
Lawndale Christian Development Corporation’s affordable housing 
efforts, he went on to work for the City of Chicago’s housing department 
and eventually served as CEO of the Chicago Park District for five years. 
(Alumni who have visited recently renovated Chicago highlights such as 
Soldier Field, U.S. Cellular Field, and Humboldt Park can thank Doig 
for these enhanced community experiences.)

Today Doig, now president of Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives,  
a nonprofit that spun off from Park National Bank in 2010, is leading the  
$100 million redevelopment of the former Pullman Company steel site, the 
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largest single project in Chicago. With goals of revitalizing the community 
and spurring job growth, plans for the project include the construction  
of retail stores, affordable homes, and park and recreational opportunities. 

He expects that one of these new buildings “will probably earn the 
most Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) points of 
any building in history,” he says. Beyond solar panels, the rooftop will be 
leased to Gotham Greens for the largest rooftop greenhouse in the world, 
generating 100 tons of leafy greens on 70,000 square feet—something that 
would normally require 30 acres of farmland.

The addressing of food deserts is another trend that excites Doig. 
Thanks to his initiative, one of Chicago’s poorest and most violent 
neighborhoods, Englewood, will soon get a Whole Foods grocery store 
that will partner with a community college to teach residents the basics of 
healthy cooking.  

“There are vast areas of the south and west sides of Chicago that lack 
access to healthy food,” says Doig. “It’s both an economic and social 
justice issue. How do we bring fresh food to these communities? You can 
do it through farmers markets and mobile food trucks.” As a developer, 
however, his focus is on “bringing in higher quality stores so it’s more 
sustainable year-round.”

David Wu ’86 is most excited about the steady stream of immigrants 
to city centers. His Pui Tak Center, which serves new immigrants in 
Chicago’s Chinatown neighborhood with English classes and other 
services, trained 1,200 people last year. “When you talk about cities, the 
gentrification of the central city gets a lot of attention,” he says. “But in 
every city, immigrants are renewing the city in the neighborhoods.”

John Daniel Green ’87, M.A. ’92, who founded and then directed 
Emmaus Ministries in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood for two 
decades, has moved to Akron, Ohio, where he was introduced to a 
mentoring program called Bridges Out of Poverty.

“We still live in a stratified class society, and in lower rungs from 
guttural poverty to survivable poverty to working poor, how you treat 

people, money, and time is different at each level,” Green says. “This 
program gathers and mentors people through changes in class as they rise 
out of poverty. It goes back to the basic principle of discipleship.”

Another trend Green favors is the increase of mixed-use settings. 
“Cities are continuing to get away from previous designs to ghetto people 
along economic lines,” he says. For example, Akron Public Schools has 
torn down and rebuilt every elementary school into “community-
learning centers” that partner with different nonprofits. 

“I hope what is on the horizon is larger structural change in cities as a 
whole instead of just the neighborhoods that ‘need’ it,” says Howell. “I 
hope to see a more united conception of urban development that requires 
radical policy shifts, recasting how we think about ‘good places’ and who 
are the ‘deserving and undeserving poor.’”

However, community development in urban settings requires more 
than latching on to the latest trends. 

“Half the battle is just staying the course and being faithful day in and 
day out,” says Johanon. “We are entering into people’s pain—acting as 
their advocates, their intermediaries, being the hands and feet of Jesus. We 
don’t have time to [chase trends]—we are in triage all the time.”

a lasTiNg CommiTmeNT
Alumni currently involved with urban issues are encouraged that 
Wheaton’s recent changes, including the forthcoming Center for Urban 
Engagement, will keep increasing their ranks. They offer advice to help 
students serve their cities for the long haul.

“The Bible begins in a garden, but it ends in a city,” says Green, quoting 
Ray Bakke, a leader in Christian urban engagement. “The world is 
urbanizing on so many levels. We need to get urban ministry done right if 
we’re going to see the gospel continue to [penetrate].”

According to Green, Wheaton in Chicago has lasted 15 years because 
the program isn’t a commuter program, rather it is “based in community.”

Wu adds that not only presence is required, but patience as well. 
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sTephaNie CorCoraN m.a. ’14 Chose To foCUs  

on urban development at Wheaton “because it brings me 
joy to hear what a community’s needs are and then be a 
small part of the development process.” after graduating 
with her master’s degree in Christian formation and 
ministry, she began working with Greenhouse movement, 
a church-planting organization, to start a church-based 
immigration legal aid center within the anglican Church 
of north america (aCna) in the Chicago area. With the 
help of World relief and immigration alliance, her role is 
to establish and manage the legal aid ministry at piedra 
principal, a spanish-speaking church. she also helps 
mobilize other aCna churches across the united states 
“to welcome immigrant and refugee families into the body 
of Christ through similar legal aid ministries.”

“Youthful vision is a great thing. But whenever you enter a new world, you 
have to take the position of a student,” he says. “Things are how they are 
for a reason. Be willing to learn from those in the community, and don’t 
be quick to think that you are or have the solution.”

Green’s other advice is somewhat counterintuitive: Get out of the city 
regularly. “Seek out connections with nature and silence and solitude,” he 
says. “Cities have a vibrancy that can really pull you in, but there are other 
aspects of who God has made us to be that we still need to cultivate.” 

Every six months for a decade, he would leave Chicago and go to a 
monastery for five days. 

“Of all the different spiritual practices I did, that was probably the most 
helpful: to ‘get out of Dodge’ and be quiet before the Lord,” Green says. 

“If you don’t intentionally cultivate those spiritual disciplines that balance 
you out, it’s really easy for the city to consume you.”

Based on his four decades as pastor of Lawndale Community Church, 
Gordon advises, “Don’t come if you’re not called by God to a location, to 
a place . . . to be a listener and a learner. There’s a trend for young people 
to move into the city, but not into difficult parts of the city. That’s an 
urban trend, but that’s not necessarily making a difference among the poor. 
What about being in a place which is not about your needs, but about the 
kingdom of God?

“Lawndale has taught me far more than I have taught Lawndale,” he says. 
“It’s given me a different perspective on life. I came to be a teacher, and 
God turned it upside down and made me a pupil. Iron sharpens iron, God 
guides the process, and we’re both helped.”

When Gordon first moved to Lawndale four decades ago, Wheaton did 
not have a good reputation in urban development circles. The College 
was “a product of the evangelical church which had abandoned the city,” 
he says. But Wheaton in Chicago hitting its 15th anniversary now “shows 
that Wheaton is here to stay.”

“We’re on our way, and I love that,” says Gordon. “Wheaton is making a 
commitment to the city, and we’re headed in the right direction.”

meeta graduate student

above and page 18 (top right): newly constructed 
retail stores and affordable housing units are 
parts of the redevelopment of the former 
pullman Company steel site, led by David 
Doig ’87, president of Chicago neighborhood 
initiatives. Left: stephanie Corcoran m.a. ’14. 
Below: Congregants gather in 2013 for a year-end 
worship gathering at piedra principal in Berwyn, 
ill., before the congregation moved to oak park.  

page 18 far left and center: Junia howell ’10 with students at hayah summer 
Day Camp in Cincinnati, summer 2011; David Wu ’86 at pui tak Center, 
Chinatown; Lisa Johanon ’82 (at right) poses in front of a CDC peaches & 
Greens truck with Dan Carmondy, executive director of eastern market; 
Jessica holmes, peaches & Greens food truck driver; first Lady michelle 
obama; and kim trent, Governor’s chief of staff. above: paul Goodell ’02, 
emmaus ministries’ development coordinator, reads scripture and prays 
before the daily meal in emmaus’ ministry Center, a daytime drop-in center 
located in uptown, open five days a week.
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Trust in the media is at an all-time low.  
Yet the influence of the media  
is vast. Read how and why Wheaton  
alumni in journalism are fulfilling the  
call to bring their faith to work.

Faith in the News
by Andrew Thompson ’13
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Three days before the one-year anniversary of the earthquake in Haiti,  
a woman prays in the wreckage of the main cathedral in downtown  
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, January 9, 2011. This photograph was taken by Allison 
Shelley ’94, an independent documentary photographer and multimedia 
creator. Former staff photographer for the Washington Times, Allison’s 
photography has been exhibited worldwide and has appeared in 

publications including TIME magazine, The New York Times, The Atlantic, 
Der Spiegel, The Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, and Paris Match. 
She has received awards or financial support from the Pulitzer Center 
on Crisis Reporting, the White House News Photographers Association, 
and others. She is now focused internationally, pursuing long-form 
documentary projects.

aLLison sheLLey/reuters



truth, whether reporting news or hosting Up For Debate. That commitment 
flows directly from my relationship to Christ, who is the Truth.”

Whether involved in politics, education, or new and traditional methods 
of news gathering and reporting, the following alumni share a common 
faith. Learn how that faith influences the stories they tell, the work they 
do—and ultimately the messages and information that influence society.

From Wheaton to the White House
A journalist and professor at the University of Missouri School of 
Journalism, Wes Pippert M.A. ’66 has seen his share of change—from the 
invention of computers to cell phones and the Internet. The one thing that 
does not change, he writes, “is that our first obligation is to God and truth, 
not to any nation (including our own) or any ideology or political party.”  

Pippert worked for 50 years as a journalist in America and abroad, including 
three years in the Middle East. He has covered two state capitals, three U.S. 
presidential campaigns, a general election in Israel, and worked as a White House 
correspondent for United Press International during the Watergate scandal.

Like Pippert, Michael Gerson ’86 worked inside the White House for 
a time as well. He studied theology at Wheaton, and went on to craft a 
career as one of the most influential Christian voices in the public sphere. 
After working with Charles Colson, former senators Dan Coats ’65, L.L.D. 
’92 and Bob Dole, and Steve Forbes, he was invited to come on staff with 
President George W. Bush.

“I got a call from then-Governor Bush in the spring of 1999 to meet him 
down at the National Governors’ Association before he was a declared 
candidate,” says Gerson. “When I went up to his room, he said right off 
the bat, ‘I want you to write my announcement speech, my convention 
speech, and my inaugural, and I want you to move to Austin immediately.’ 
So we moved to Austin.” 

That conversation set Gerson on a course that brought him to the White 
House, serving as the head speechwriter and a senior policy adviser in the 
Bush Administration.  

“It’s a fascinating job, and a tremendous roller coaster,” says Gerson. 
“Before a speech, you feel like the most important person in the world, and 
after a speech you’re just a writer and really don’t matter very much. You 
have experiences like I had, going with the president to stay at Buckingham 

Right before Christmas
in 2002, a young boy fell into the frozen Merrimack River and drowned, 
along with three other boys who braved thin ice in an effort to save 
him. When this tragedy struck, Taylor Armerding ’70, son of Wheaton’s 
fifth president, Dr. Hudson T. Armerding ’41, was working as a regular 
columnist for the Eagle-Tribune in his town of Lawrence, Massachusetts. 

For their rapid and thorough reporting of the incident, Armerding and 
the staff at the Eagle-Tribune won the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for breaking news, 
and then passed the cash prize of $7,500 to the grieving families.

“We felt good about the work we did, but we were humbled that the 
community opened up to us,” Armerding says, noting that he entered into 
the most intimate and painful time these families had ever experienced by 
drawing on lessons learned at his alma mater. “The Wheaton community 
is a community of amazing compassion, and I was able to reflect some of 
that. It’s not something that comes naturally to me.” 

Armerding, now a freelance journalist with a weekly opinion column 
appearing in 50 newspapers, is one of many alumni in journalism whose 
faith drives their work. 

Today these Christian journalists enter a new era. Even as every media 
organization navigates the rise of digital and social media channels, a 2014 
Gallup poll shows that American trust in print, television, and Internet 
news media is at an all-time low. 

This perhaps isn’t surprising, as the digital era has opened the floodgates 
to throngs of voices, at times lending greater weight—and more social 
media “hits”—to sensational observations or clever promotion instead of 
favoring balanced reporting and accurate, thoughtful research. 

Though the avenues through which we access news and information will 
continue to evolve over time, this new era has not changed the purpose 
of the craft for many of the Wheaton alumni in the field. According to 
Raymond Carlson ’60, a writer, editor, publisher, and executive director 
of the Inland Press Association from 1961-2001, hope for the journalists of 
tomorrow lies in establishing a firm foundation of faith. 

“Christian faith was the foundation on which my work activities were 
based. Honesty and integrity are essential to a reliable news media,” 
says Carlson, who in his five decades of professional journalism fought 
to present balanced perspectives. During his career, Carlson had the 
opportunity to interview heads of state from several countries, including 
the United States, Turkey, South Africa, and Indonesia. 

In a similar way, Julie Roys ’87, currently the host of  Up For Debate, a national 
talk show on Moody Radio Network, says her experience writing and editing 
for The Record influenced her decision to become a journalist. “Thanks to Paul 
Fromer M.A. ’79, professor of English and adviser to The Record, I discovered 
what I believe to be the high calling of a journalist—to tell the truth.” 

For her talk show, she brings in guests with differing viewpoints to debate 
the day’s most salient issues on Moody’s radio waves. Some of the most 
important debates she has moderated include hot-button issues like gay 
marriage and immigration. 

She says, “My professional commitment has always been to seek the 
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aLLison sheLLey/reuters

Left, President 
George W. Bush 
prepares a speech 
with Michael 
Gerson ’86 in 
the Oval Office 
on December 16, 
2003.
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Lights, Camera, Action
Brendan Wilkerson ’08 works as a television news producer at KDVR/
KWGN in Denver, supervising content for the 9 p.m. newscast. He vividly 
remembers covering the Aurora theater shooting in July 2012. On air for 16 
straight hours without a commercial break, he says his faith helped sustain 
him in the midst of such an unspeakable tragedy.

“As a Christian, there have been instances where I’m the only one 
representing that particular point of view,” says Wilkerson. “I try to be 
faithful in articulating that as it impacts stories—not necessarily to push or 
promote a Christian agenda, but to ensure that the view is considered when 
determining a starting point.”

Susan Ruth Batt ’96 also works in television, as an investigative/special 
projects producer at WTHR, the NBC affiliate in Indianapolis. During 
her 15 years at WRTV, the local ABC affiliate station, she got to do “a 
little bit of everything: reporting, editing, and producing . . . You get to 
be there for so many parts of history. We covered Super Bowl XLVI in 

Palace, with a personal footman named Russell, who I really miss. And 
then almost immediately afterwards, you have a Medicare speech that’s a 
disaster, and it’s your fault.”  

After retiring from his role as senior adviser at the White House in 2006, 
Gerson began utilizing his public platform to discuss topics including 
faith, politics, and social issues. He now works as a syndicated columnist 
with The Washington Post, and has authored two books: Heroic Conservatism 
(HarperCollins, 2007) and City of Man: Religion and Politics in a New Era 
(Moody Publishers, 2010). 

“In a society ruled by lies, truth gains a singular, explosive, incalculable 
political power,” says Gerson in one of his columns. He calls a commitment 
to truth “a lever long enough to move the world.” 

He witnessed the power of this lever through his work in crafting the 
$15 billion plan for AIDS relief in 2003, about which he has said, “This is 
what principled, morally efficient government can accomplish under the 
right circumstances.” 

Clockwise from top left: Paul Carr ’02 (center), senior researcher, ESPN Stats  
& Information, reporting on-site at the 2014 World Cup in Rio de Janeiro;  
Julie Roys ’87, Moody Radio Network host; Taylor Armerding ’70, Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist; Wheaton College journalism certificate students with  
instructor Timothy C. Morgan and Allison Althoff ’11 during Global Journalism 
course, winter 2014; Brendan Wilkerson ’08, television producer at  
KDVR/KWGN Denver, reporting from Super Bowl XLVIII.
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The Next Generation:  
Wheaton’s Journalism Certificate Program

To equip students for careers in 
journalism, Wheaton’s commu-
nication department launched a 
24-credit journalism certificate 
program in 2011. 

“We want to do our part in 
shaping the next generation of 
journalists,” says Dr. Ken Chase, 
chair of communication. “This 
is a matter of pursuing truth in 
public life, which is necessary 
for the pursuit of justice and a 
check on the abuse of power.”

The courses train students 
not only to do the work well, but 
to do it ethically. 

 “We expose students to 
some of the classic ethical ques-
tions like when to give a source 
anonymity,” says Timothy C. 
Morgan, program director and 
senior editor of global journal-
ism at Christianity Today. “We 
also ask students to sit down 
and write their point of view on 
journalistic ethics.” 

The program, assisted by 
Wheaton Magazine editor Allison  
Althoff  ’11, integrates foundational  
journalistic principles and best  
practices with innovative social  
media and marketing tech-
niques. One of the distinc-
tive elements is the focus on  
experiential learning: guest 
speakers including Sarah Pul-
liam Bailey ’08, national corre-
spondent for Religion News  Ser-
vice, and TIME correspondent 
Elizabeth Dias ’08 have spoken 
on topics ranging from global 
religion to digital innovation. Stu-
dents are required to complete 
two internships—some have 
interned at Christianity Today, 
FOX News Chicago, WBEZ-FM, 
NBC affiliates, and more.

One of 18 certificate students 
this year, Nicole Spewak ’15 has 
interned with the editorial staff 
of International Justice Mission, 
as well with Potsdamer Neueste 
Nachrichte, a daily German 
newspaper in Potsdam, Ger-
many. During her first day on the 
job at the newspaper, she con-
ducted interviews with people 
on the street in German—mak-
ing subsequent interviews in 
English “much less intimidating.” 

In writing articles and shad-
owing experienced journalists 
at press conferences during her 
internships, Spewak says she 
gained a more global perspec-
tive on her faith and the power 
of truth telling. 

Thanks to Spewak and other 
students, Morgan is optimistic 
the future of Christian journal-
ism.  

“Journalists deeply believe in 
the proposition that we can be-
come better as a society,” Mor-
gan says. “That’s a gospel thing.”

Indianapolis, and we cover the Indy 500 every year,” Batt says. “One of 
the highlights of my career was covering the inauguration of President 
Barack Obama. It’s a historic inauguration, regardless of your political 
views,” Batt says. 

She is thankful for the broad education she received at Wheaton, especially 
for her political science and communication courses. “I use that information 
every day when I cover news.”

For Paul Carr ’02, now a senior researcher with ESPN Stats & Information, 
faith influences not just his work, but everyday life. Carr leads a team of people 
responsible for generating accurate and interesting story-telling content for all 
soccer platforms, including coverage of major events like the World Cup. 

Though his work is behind the scenes, he offers advice that transcends the 
media—advice on taking faith to work anywhere. 

“Work hard and well. Show integrity in personal interactions,” Carr says. 
“Display God’s love to people…People will learn about your beliefs, and 
then you have opportunities to impact lives through words and actions.”

Nicole Spewak ’15 at Interna-
tional Justice Mission head-
quarters in Washington, D.C., 
summer 2014. 

Above: A regular contributor to Wheaton Magazine, Jeremy Weber ’05 
(pictured above) has traveled the world in his role as news editor at Christianity 
Today—from Cuba to Egypt to eastern China. In 2010, he traveled 600 miles 
through the jungles of the Central African Republic to examine water wells 
funded by Christian donors. “The landlocked nation is one of the world’s 
poorest and most tumultuous, but mixing missions with best business practices 
can make a difference,” Weber says. He also traveled the length of Algeria in 
2008, investigating why it shut down half of the nation’s Protestant churches, 
but let Catholic ones (like the one above) continue operating.
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hand-knotting rugs. The farmers dreamt of sending their children to 
school, so they wouldn’t have to make rugs. The rug-makers were 
good—really good—but they needed a market. So Sharon and Norm 
linked them, and others producing home crafts, to a network of United 
States outlets called Ten Thousand Villages. 

That visit launched 27 years of once-a-year sales, for which Sharon and 
Norm cleared their house of furniture each November, turning it into a 
global bazaar, with rugs, crafts, and fair-trade coffee. 

Dozens of volunteers helped usher shoppers through their home to 
buy goods that benefited thousands of families (900 in the rug program 
alone). Norm estimates that they have helped raise $1.75 million, with 
a large share going to the artisans. Thousands of children in many 
countries have been able to go to school—not through handouts, but 
through strategic partnerships and lots of hard work. 

as english department chair since 1996, Sharon has 
perfected her own version of “shuttle diplomacy” in her Wheaton 
calling, visiting every faculty member’s office before voting on 
important issues to hear every point of view and to seek consensus where 
possible. It’s no wonder she is one of the longest-serving chairs in one of 
the College’s largest and most complex departments.

Sharon also served her alma mater as director of Project Teacher, helping 
faculty find creative ways to teach and mentor. She launched the “Writing 
Across the Curriculum” initiative, and started the Writing Center.  

Just imagine: 30,000 dinners. Your house. Up to 80 students 
at a time. For 35 years, every Thursday evening during the academic 
year—you shop, you pay, you cook, and you clean. 

Now imagine that this is not your primary calling in life. Rather, these 
“Thursday Dinners” are only mile markers on the journey—one star in an 
entire constellation. You are a leader in your church and a busy English 
professor—teaching, writing, mentoring, studying, serving on multiple 
committees, and chairing one of the College’s largest departments. 

You do all this for most of your professional life. During that time, you 
raise Chris Ewert ’05 and Andy Ewert ’09, two creative and active young 
men, and you personally co-lead 11 groups of 35 students to England for 
two months during the summers. Somehow, you also manage to visit 
students in the Human Needs and Global Resources (HNGR) program in 
Asia, Africa, Central America, and Europe, usually in hard-to-reach places, 
with few creature comforts and often little means of communication. 

Now you have a small glimpse into the life of Professor of English Dr. 
Sharon Coolidge ’72—the recipient of this year’s Distinguished Service to 
Alma Mater Award—and you have some idea why she’s the perfect choice.

“helping others is life-giving.”  —Dr. sharon Coolidge
Sharon’s husband and partner in service is Dr. Norm Ewert, professor of 
business and economics emeritus (recently retired after 41 years). 

In 1981 Norm and Sharon visited HNGR students in a Pakistani 
village where subsistence farmers were supplementing their living by 
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A Life  
of Hospitable 
Service 
Professor and Chair of English Dr. Sharon 
Coolidge ’72 received the Alumni  
Association’s 2014 Distinguished Service  
to Alma Mater Award. 
by Dr. Wayne Martindale, professor of English emeritus



Henri Nouwen explains the goal of this kind of purposive 
hospitality in his book Reaching Out: “Hospitality means primarily 
the creation of free space where the stranger can enter and become a 
friend instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to change people, but to 
offer them space where change can take place. It is not to bring men  
and women over to our side, but to offer freedom not disturbed by 
dividing lines.”

Thanks to their hospitality and active engagement of the 
world, Sharon and her husband have shown thousands of Wheaton 
students up close what it looks like to be Christian global citizens. This  
is the way community is built. 

Their Thursday Dinners aren’t just food for the body; they provide 
food for the soul and opportunities for learning to “seek justice and love 
mercy.” Over shepherd’s pie and African curry, Sharon and Norm  
build networks, connecting Wheaton students with those on the 
front lines of ministry including Canon Andrew White, the “Vicar of 
Baghdad”; David Choi ’97, pastor of a multi-ethnic church in Chicago; 
Jennifer Cate ’93 of Hands Along the Nile; and most recently, Bishop 
David Zac Niringiye M.A. ’87, serving the cause of justice in Uganda. 

What does it look like to love God and serve your neighbor with  
all your heart, mind, soul, and spirit and to use your resources to 
advantage others? For Dr. Sharon Coolidge, those 30,000 dinners are 
only the beginning. 

In 2009, she was asked by the Board of Trustees to be the sole faculty 
representative on the Presidential Search Committee that brought Dr. 
Philip Ryken ’88 to Wheaton. She looks back on that experience as a 
highlight. Though hard and stressful at times, she notes that it was a rich 
spiritual experience, seeing God lead, surprise, and bring unity. 

At Lombard Mennonite Church, Sharon co-chaired the leadership 
team for two years and chaired it for four. She has headed the pastoral 
search committee and the missions program as well. 

You don’t simply set out to do all these things at once, Sharon 
observed in a recent chapel talk. Rather, you develop the discipline and 
commitment over time as you build it gradually into your lifestyle. If 
you stopped to ask if you could do it, you probably never would, because 
everything would be new and therefore uncomfortable, she explained. 
You gain confidence and experience by the active exercise of your gifts. 

 “It takes energy,” she said, “but it gives more energy than it takes. 
Helping others is life-giving.” 

When I asked Norm how he would sum up Sharon’s legacy to 
Wheaton College and beyond, he thought for a minute, then said, 
“hospitality.” I immediately thought of Peter’s letter to scattered 
Christians in distress: “The end of all things is at hand; therefore . . . 
show hospitality. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:7, 9-10). Thousands  
of students now using their gifts around the world have caught this  
vision at Sharon’s dining room table and in her classroom.
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“Hospitality is not 
to change people, 
but to offer them 
space where 
change can take 
place.”   

 —henri nouwen
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               er diaries were stashed in a shed at Arab World Ministries. Her 
journals lay wrapped in a feed sack in the attic of her grandnephew’s 
home. Samples of her art were filed away at the Ashmolean Museum in 
London. Nearly 70 years after her death, Lilias Trotter was well on her 
way to obscurity . . . that is, until Miriam Huffman Rockness ’65 set out 
to resurrect her memory. 

It is thanks to Miriam, author of Lilias’ biography A Passion for the 
Impossible (Discovery House Publishers, 2003), and a small band of 
Wheaton College staff and alumni, that the legacy of this 19th-century 
artist and missionary will not, like the unseen flower of Thomas Gray’s 
famous elegy, “waste its sweetness on the desert air.” 

Three of Lilias’ restored journals, a pocket sketchpad, and a larger 
sketchbook from Venice may now be viewed at the College Archives & 
Special Collections. Businessman Brian Oxley ’73, M.A. ’75 and his wife, 
Sally Phillips Oxley ’74, who share an interest in rare books, recently 
acquired the journals, currently on loan to Wheaton.  

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

For 
the 

Blessing 
of Souls 

Unknown

A rare talent, wasted?  

A lifetime of ministry,  

forgotten?

Who was Lilias Trotter,  

and why are a small band  

of Wheaton alumni 

determined  

to preserve her art and  

illumine her story?

Above:  
Lilias Trotter was a missionary, author, and artist.  

Her written works inspired Helen Lemmel to write the hymn 
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.”
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Laura Berenger, conservator of rare books at Chicago’s Conservation 
Center, worked to restore all five pieces for the Oxleys. 

“These may be the most exquisite pieces I have had the chance to work 
on,” Laura writes. “Travels and work that, to me, seem beyond daring are 
married with the most intimate and refined artwork—paintings that are 
spontaneous, contemplative, delicate, and majestic.” 

How these pieces of history found a way to Wheaton College is part 
of a much larger story—a story about how the life and art of an “almost 
famous” missionary and artist will continue to further the cause of the 
gospel today.

“Are all things—even the treasures He has sanctified—held loosely,  
ready to be parted with, without a struggle, when He asks for them?”  
–Lilias Trotter, Parables o f th e Cro ss  

A gifted English artist born to a world of privilege in 1853, Lilias 
Trotter might have been famous. She was offered the chance to develop 
her artistic talents to their fullest under the tutelage and influence of 
the Victorian artist and critic John Ruskin. In fact, Ruskin told her 

“she would be the greatest living painter and do things that would be 
Immortal,” if only she would give herself over to developing her talent. 

Lilias had come of age during the “Higher Life Movement” in 
England, and attended the first meetings of what would become 
the Keswick Conference, along with such notables as Rev. George 
MacDonald, Bishop Wilberforce (son of William Wilberforce), and 
Dwight L. Moody. These conferences shaped her theology, and her 
understanding that Christians were meant to live lives of service. 
Though tantalized by Ruskin’s offer, rather than pursue her art, she 
chose instead to devote herself to full-
time ministry, first in London, and then in 
North Africa for 40 years.

“Lily knew that she could not continue to 
do both and give either what it would require 
of her. The rudder of her will had already 
been set toward God’s purposes,” Miriam 
wrote in A Passion for the Impossible.

This spring, Many Beautiful Things, a 
documentary about the life and legacy of this remarkable woman that 
will explore questions of talent and calling, is set to be released by the 
Academy Award-winning Image Bearer Pictures. 

The documentary is the culmination of a dream for Miriam, who 
vividly recalls her first introduction to Lilias in the 1980s. Two retired 
sisters, concerned that their personal library of Lilias’ out-of-print books 
and leaflets would be lost, began sending them to Miriam, one by one. 
Miriam says, “Her life and work spoke to my spirit, cutting through the 
culture and the events of daily life, bringing me eternal perspective.” 

A minister’s wife, then busy with church activities and the bustle  
of her young family, Miriam says, “Everything in my life at the time was 
unfinished.” 

Like many today, she remembers struggling with not being able to 
see results of the day-in and day-out investment of her time and talent. 
But as she read more about the life and work of this 19th-century 
woman, who “lived above the circumstances of her life,” including 
the lean times in ministry, the disappointments, and the setbacks, 
Miriam began to take inspiration—drawing out “faith lessons that 
become survival lessons.”

Rather than focusing on results, Lilias’ whole focus was on 
faithfulness—through prayer and through loving service. The results 
she left to God, trusting “that what was sown in the name of Christ 
might not be reaped in her lifetime, but in God’s time, and his 
economy, nothing would be wasted,” says Miriam.

“How the angels must watch the first day when that light reaches a 
new spot on this earth that God loves . . . and, oh, the joy of being 
allowed to go with His message that first day. How can His people 
hold back from that joy while one corner remains unvisited by  
the Dayspring!” –Lilias Trotter, March 1885

Miriam has called Lilias “a 19th century Mother Teresa to Algiers.” 
And David Lundy M.A. ’78, international director of Arab World 
Ministries, describes her as “perhaps North Africa’s greatest missionary 
since the days of Raymond Lull.” 

For like her art, Lilias’ methods of ministry to Muslim people 
stood out. “She was 100 years ahead of her time,” says Brian. She 
dove into ministry even before she had mastered 
the language. She contextualized her brochures, 
leaflets, and books with the art and stories of the 
surrounding culture. She drew life-sustaining 
lessons from the world around her—seeing 
in the humble dandelion, for instance, an 
illustration of what it means to hold nothing 
back, “giving everything from the delicate seed-
globe until there is nothing left” (Lilias Trotter, 
Parables of the Cross). She loved the people, and the land—
counting it joy to bear the light to people and places that had never 
before heard the gospel.
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Over time, Miriam 
felt compelled to find out 
everything she could about 
Lilias Trotter, and to make her 
work known to others. She 
initially hoped to encourage 
publishers to simply reprint 
some of the books and 
pamphlets Lilias had written 
over the course of her career—including her classic devotional, Parables of 
the Cross, and The Sevenfold Secret, still used today for outreach to Muslims.

Miriam’s plans changed dramatically, however, after talking with 
Marjorie Lamp Mead ’74, M.A. ’06 and Dr. Lyle Dorsett hon, associate 
director and then director, respectively, of Wheaton’s Wade Center.

When Miriam summarized Lilias’ story for Dr. Dorsett, “He jumped 
up and said, ‘She’s exactly what North Wind Press is all about—in fact, 
she may even be the reason for North Wind Press.’” First, however, 
he believed a biography needed to be written, and he and Marjorie 
encouraged Miriam to take up the task.

Though already the author of three books about home and family, 
Miriam was daunted by the thought of writing a biography, but with 
the publisher already in place, she forged ahead. She spent eight months 
transcribing Lilias’ journals, often working late into the night. She 
remembers becoming so immersed in her work, her husband Dr. David 
Rockness ’65 once commented, “At times I’m not sure who I’m living 
with—Miriam or Lilias.”

Miriam also spent several years researching, writing, and sleuthing, 
using a vacation to England as an opportunity to uncover more details. 
She writes, “Map in hand, I roamed London’s West End, searching out 
her early homes and haunts. Curator in tow, I hunted down the paintings 
Ruskin had given to the Ashmolean Museum, and in a stroke of luck,  
I came upon her grandnephew in Surrey, who showed me, among other 
treasures, the very sketchbook that Lilias had produced under Ruskin’s 
guidance in Venice.”

After completing the 
biography, which Dr. 
David Lundy calls “a 
‘must-read’ for all those 
serving our Savior in the 
Arab world,” Miriam 
next compiled a second 
book, A Blossom in the 
Desert (Discovery House 
Publishers, 2007), featuring 
Lilias’ reflections and art. 
While she had also 

dreamed of a film, it probably never would have become reality had not 
Miriam met Sally and Brian Oxley through a mutual friend. When she 
told them Lilias’ story, they felt it had cinematic power, and later saw in it 

the makings of their second documentary project. Both Brian and Sally 
are interested in film—for the powerful way it can portray the lives of 
Christians past, reaching large audiences for the gospel. 

“Lilias’ story is a wonderful vehicle for getting the love of Christ to as 
many people as possible,” Brian says. 

They encouraged Miriam to set up a board to help her choose a 
filmmaker and promote Lilias’ story. This board of women includes 
the Wade Center’s Marjorie Mead ’74, Carol Holquist, Sally Oxley ’74, 
and Miriam’s friend, Bonnie Camp Palmquist ’65, who along with 
her husband, Norm ’65, devoted 15 years of her life to ministry in 
Lebanon and Jordan. Each member of the board brings her own unique 
perspective to the project.

Bonnie says, “My deepest desire for the film would be that people 
would catch a bit of her heart for our Muslim brothers and sisters, 
especially in this day when there is so much fear and distrust for Arabs 
and the Middle East.”

Miriam, meanwhile, believes that Lilias, a unique combination of 

Top: Miriam Huffman Rockness ’65, author of A Passion for the Impossible, 
says the book “never would have been written” if it weren’t for encouragement and 
help from staff at Wheaton’s Wade Center.  

Below: Brian ’73, M.A. ’75 and Sally Phillips Oxley ’74 joined Academy 
Award winning director Laura Waters Hinson and the rest of the film crew in 
New York City to work on the documentary Many Beautiful Things, set to be 
released in spring 2015.
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a visionary with a contemplative spirit, will provide inspiration, and 
become a role model for many. 

“Looking back, I feel that from the start, God was quickening my heart 
for the task . . . the larger plan that He had . . . to resurrect Lilias,” she says.

“The results need not end with our earthly days. God may use . . . the 
things He has wrought in us, for the blessing of souls unknown to us.”  
–Lilias Trotter, Parables of the Cross 

Perhaps the most exciting part of the project thus far has been the 
treasure hunt for missing pieces—including a hasty flight to London in 
search of the journals and sketchbooks that Miriam had seen years earlier 
in Surrey. Miriam received word that Lilias’ grandnephew had died, and 
though she despaired of ever seeing the journals again, the Oxleys made 
a quick flight. They located the grandnephew’s son, who invited them in. 
Brian himself found two journals high on a dusty shelf, and the son later 
found the rest, hidden away in the attic. These very same journals and 
sketchbooks are now on loan to Wheaton.

Though finding these journals was surely a triumph, learning the 
perspective a few of Lilias’ own descendants have on her life was 
disheartening. With a background in art history, the grandnephew’s 
son’s wife could only see that Lilias had squandered her artistic talent 
on a life of ministry, with few results. 

Records kept during Lilias’ 40 years in Algiers tell of scores of 
converts, but no visible church. As for today, though Miriam writes, 

“Algeria is regarded as a notable stronghold of Islam, cold and resistant 
to the Christian faith,” she notes there are small awakenings—the very 
beginnings of the “church visible for which Lilias prayed.”

Even so, more might wonder, did Lilias make the right choice? As if 
anticipating the question, Lilias gave her own answer long ago. 

“I do this thing for God, not for success in the work, or for happiness 
in my soul or for anything else. I am here for God. 

“Life is grandly simply when the spirit of calculating results and 
consequences has been left . . .  behind, when obedience is the one 
thing that matters, when God Himself, and no mere ‘experience,’ is our 
exceeding great reward” (Lilias Trotter, A Ripened Life).

Editor’s Note: The Wheaton College Archives & Special Collections, located on 
the third floor of the Billy Graham Center, exists to document Wheaton’s history, and 
to support the curriculum by “providing rare and primary resources in all formats related 
to the life and work of adherents significant to the Christian faith in the modern world.”
Items in the collections include: the papers of Malcolm Muggeridge, Oswald Chambers, 
Madeleine L’Engle, and Dr. Kenneth ’24 and Margaret Mortenson Landon ’25; 
hundreds of rare books including Rev. Martin Luther’s lectures on the Psalms (1519) 
and a King James Bible (1611). To search the collections online, go to: http://library.
wheaton.edu/specialcollections. 

The illustrations on these pages come from Lilias’ sketchbooks and 
journals, currently on loan to the Wheaton College Archives & 
Special Collections. The collections include the 1876 sketchbook 
Lilias bought for her trip to Venice, where her friendship with artist 
John Ruskin began; a pocket sketchbook from 1889; and three of 
her journals from the 1890s. 



The United Nations estimates that the world’s  
population will reach 9.6 billion by 2050, which means that the global community has to figure out 
how to feed over 2 billion more people between now and then. Few people understand the facts and 
figures behind agricultural supply and demand quite like Rachel Trego ’06, economist at the United 
States Department of Agriculture, who analyzes global commodities.

“To feed the world in 2050, we will need a diversity of solutions. There are no silver bullets,” 
she says. “Each agricultural system will have a role to play—small-scale and large, organic and 
conventional, local and international.” 

Having participated in the U.S. government’s “Feed the Future” initiative, which focuses on 
supporting country-led development plans and rural investment, Rachel recognizes the importance of 
planning proactively for the future. 

“In recent years, many donor governments have begun to recognize that although emergency  
food aid certainly has its place, a much greater impact can occur with investments in agricultural 
development,” she says, noting that especially in areas with agricultural potential, agricultural 
investments can improve food security, and reduce poverty and the need for emergency food aid. 

For Stephan Bauman M.A. ’01, president and CEO of World Relief, this trend toward long-term 
investment in food security by governments as well as philanthropists makes the challenge to feed  
2 billion more people by 2050 not daunting, but doable. It’s the difference, he says, between giving a fish 
versus teaching how to fish. Stephan is also encouraged by the progress he already sees in efforts  
sponsored by World Relief and others. 

Feeding the Future

by Liuan Chen Huska ’09

How will we feed 9 billion people by 
2050? It’s a question occupying the minds 
of economists, scientists, agricultural 
engineers, and more the world over. Meet 
a few of the Wheaton alumni working 
toward solutions.  
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ABBy HART ’09 AFRICA ATLANTIC FRANCHISE FARMS LTD. BEN LOWE ’07

into five risk areas: legal (regulatory issues, land title problems, etc.), 
operational (machinery issues, including lack of spare parts), financial 
(such as limited banking or lack of market), social (including relations 
with the local villages), and environmental. 

“If you don’t have a strategy to address risk in any one of the five areas, 
your project will fail,” the part-time visiting scholar at MIT says.

Identifying the objectives, Jon says, “We want to see African 
farmers farming at a commercial level, where they are making money, 
collectively growing the industry, and innovating and creating more and 
more economic opportunities in these countries.” 

This matters to Jon because, in the end, he recognizes that the real 
question is just not about how to feed 9 billion people by 2050. Rather, 
he asks, “How do you feed 9 billion people by 2050 in a manner that is 
inclusive—in a way that raises the standard of living of the bottom  
2 billion people on the economic pyramid? How do you create systems 
and infrastructure in which small economic units can participate?”

Ecosystems for Smallholder Farmers
In the Ugandan grain industry, about 40 percent of what farmers produce 
is lost. Grain often gets moldy, discolored, and infested with pests on the 
way from farm to table, due to poor infrastructure and inefficient trade.

Determined to reduce inefficiencies and help smallholder farmers 
thrive, Philipp Prinz ’11 founded The Joseph Initiative in January 2013. 
The initiative currently involves about 10,000 farmers, and Philipp 
expects the number to double by the end of next year.  

“The initiative is in the process of forming several large agricultural 
hubs surrounded by numerous collection points where farmers are  
locked in to supply these hubs,” Philipp says. “It also provides access to 
seeds, fertilizer, and financial services so farmers have the resources to 

“My greatest hope comes from what’s happening on the ground—
with farmers, mothers, families—who are farming in ways they’ve 
never dreamed of,” Stephan says. “They are producing higher value 
crops, working in co-ops where they have better leverage and collective 
bargaining, and accessing local, regional, and sometimes international 
markets. The level of knowledge, ownership, and empowerment that  
I see among people in these countries is very encouraging.” 

The following Wheaton alumni are just a few of those making 
progress on the ground, helping farmers develop methods to feed their 
growing populations. 

Building Opportunities Through Research 

Along the shores of Lake Volta in Ghana, Jon Vandenheuvel ’91 owns 
and operates a maize-growing farm—Africa Atlantic Franchise Farms 
Ltd. (AAFF)—with an innovative goal. 

He sees the 25,000-plus acre farm as a scalable laboratory of sorts, a 
site where he and his colleagues bring in expert knowledge to figure out 
how a mid-size farm could thrive in West Africa. 

“We’re not just building a farm. We are building a system so it can be 
replicated across Africa,” he says. 

Jon aims to pass on the knowledge and experience gained through 
his work at Africa Atlantic to his African counterparts through the 
Agribusiness Knowledge Center, a nonprofit organization he developed 
with the Africa Atlantic farm in collaboration with the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and the D.C.-based Corporate Council on Africa. 

Creating a sustainable system, as Jon understands it, is not just about 
identifying better seed and fertilizer. He has encountered numerous 
obstacles on various fronts and has systematically categorized them 
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and provides people once living hand-to-mouth with hope for the future. 
Oftentimes in post-conflict zones, a whole generation has grown up 

without an understanding of peace, stability, and productivity.  
“When they achieve food security,” Jon says, “they can start to take care 

of their own health, put their kids in school, upgrade their homes, and 
contribute to their community.” 

In 2014 alone, the company has reached over 200,000 households in over 
20 countries around the world through its work.

Beyond Food Security
What are the ultimate ends of feeding a growing global population? Dr. 
Norm Ewert, business and economics professor emeritus, notes that from a 
Christian perspective, the ultimate ends are reconciliation with God, others, 
and creation. Part of the challenge for the Christian, then, becomes not only 
feeding the hungry in ways that are sustainable and economically inclusive, 
but also in ways that reflect good stewardship of God’s created order.

“Wheaton’s liberal arts education best positions students to respond to 
these challenges,” Dr. Ewert says. 

Philipp could not agree more. He draws from philosopher Nicholas 
Walterstorff ’s concept of “shalom”—the ultimate end of true peace through 
right relationships—to guide his work. 

“Wheaton allowed me to define a paradigm for vocation and understand 
my talents, passions, my drive, and understand how that fits into this 
concept of shalom,” Philipp says.   

Jon Vandenheuvel remembers a class on urban history at Wheaton 
with Dr. Lyle Dorsett, which fueled his desire to understand root causes 
and go beyond surface solutions. Being at Wheaton also illuminated the 
importance of interpersonal connections. 

“The world got smaller when I went to Wheaton, because the world 
became a place to be viewed as a community,” Jon says. “It opened my 
mind to seeing other cultures and other people not as distant and irrelevant, 
but rather close and very relevant.” 

Farmers in the poorest regions of the world are relevant, Jon Halverson 
says, because they are not unlike the “least of these” that Jesus mentions in 
Matthew 25. He says, “It’s a huge privilege to be advocating for and working 
with what I believe are kingdom priorities in serving the least of these.” 

meet the now-steady demand.” 
In East Africa, smallholder farmers supply nearly 90 percent of regional 

produce and encompass 80 percent of the population. According to 
Philipp, these farmers face three major issues: no reliable market, lack of 
the right agricultural knowledge, and lack of cash input to finance their 
operations. The Joseph Initiative provides all three. 

By helping farmers increase production and by formalizing systems to 
match supply to demand, Philipp hopes the initiative will help Uganda 
achieve its potential to become the breadbasket of East Africa, ultimately 
supplying grain domestically and to neighboring countries, including 
Kenya and South Sudan, where food insecurity is a deeply felt problem. 

He believes projects like this one could help alleviate the structural 
food deficit in East Africa and many other parts of the world. These 
deficits, Philipp explains, are a result of dramatic urbanization, where 
people (mainly youth) move into cities and become increasingly 
dependent on markets to meet basic needs while the number of 
producers remaining in the villages to produce raw goods diminishes.

“In an environment where there’s less food, less producers, and more 
people dependent on markets, we’re increasing productivity per capita,” 
Philipp says. “Then we are more efficiently matching supply which is 
fundamental to the markets on which these new urban consumers depend.” 

Restoring Hope to War-Torn Places
As vice president of Land O’ Lakes, Inc.’s International Development 
Department Division, Jon Halverson ’89 aims to link smallholder farmers 
to markets in some of the most difficult and desperate places in the world 
including Yemen, Liberia, Zimbabwe, and Sri Lanka. 

Land O’ Lakes, Inc. enters these post-conflict regions with the aim of 
establishing sustainable market systems. In the dairy sector, smallholder 
farmers form cooperatives that establish milk collection centers, help 
farmers achieve best practices around sanitation, animal husbandry, and 
cold storage, and connect farmers to rapidly growing dairy markets. 

Farmer aggregation, Jon says, is critical to developing scale advantages and 
giving farmers access to finance, technology, and training. More important-
ly, it brings people in war-torn regions together across ethnic and tribal lines 

1.) Jakarta, Indonesia: Chad Gauger ’95, 
assistant managing director of Cargill 
Feed and Nutrition—Indonesia, develops ef-
ficient and safe ways to transform raw in-
gredients into animal feed, which will then 
be fed to the chickens, pigs, and fish that 
people in developing countries are demand-
ing as their income levels rise. Experts 
predict that food production will actually 
need to double by 2050 due to these diet up-
grades of the expanding global middle class.  

2.) Araucanía, Chile: At Cornell’s Ecoag-
riculture Working Group, project manager 
Abby Hart ’09 facilitates cooperation in vari-

ous countries in Central America, Asia, and  
Africa between those working in agriculture, 
conservation, and development. Her most re-
cent fieldwork brought her to the Araucanía 
region of Chile. Abby works with local leaders 
to strengthen forums where different types 
of land users can address their main con-
cerns—including land degradation, biodiver-
sity conservation, and sustainable resource 
management. All these issues affect farmers’ 
productivity and long-term viability. 

3.) Malawi, Africa: Ben Lowe ’07, senior 
director of outreach at the Evangelical 
Environmental Network (EEN), recently led a 

group of leaders to Malawi to witness how 
climate change impacts farmers. “We’ve 
designed our lives to flourish and thrive 
around a stable climate and environment,” 
Ben says. His group learned how climate 
change has led to erratic weather patterns, 
such as prolonged lack of rains and then 
sudden torrential downpours, which force 
farmers to replant their crops several times 
during a growing season and sometimes 
abandon farming altogether. EEN’s local 
partner, the Malawi Eagles, teaches farmers 
about crops that are drought resistant, and 
provides ways to prevent soil erosion and 
conserve water so they can continue farming.

Developing Safe, Efficient, and Sustainable Global Solutions
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alumni a word with

alUmNi relaTioNs

vice president for advancement  
and alumni relations
Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 

director of alumni and  
parent relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch  ’82 

alUmNi assoCiaTioN

president 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78 

president-elect
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 

past president
Christopher A. Jahns ’82 

executive director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

professor emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

alumni Trustee representatives 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

board of directors serving  
through 2015
John Biedebach ’89 
Jessica Min Chang ’12
Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87 
Tiffany Staples ’06

board of directors serving  
through 2016
Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91 
David McDowell ’68 
Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93 
Susannah Schwarcz ’00 
Hythem Shadid ’79 
Renae Schauer Smith ’91 
Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 

board of directors serving  
through 2017
Judith Briscoe Golz ’83

board of directors serving  
through 2018
Howard Curlin ’95 
Daniel Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00
David Doig ’87 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
TWITTER.COM/WHEATONALuMNI

Like us on Facebook: 
FACEBOOK.COM/WHEATONALuMNI

Network with us on LinkedIn: 
WHEATON COLLEGE (IL) ALuMNI 

CoNNeCT 
WiTh Us 
oNliNe

iN laTe aUgUsT, aT The eNd of my firsT day as your new  
vice president for advancement and alumni relations, I sat at my desk  
in the Billy Graham Center and looked up the hill at Blanchard Hall.  
While I was a bit overwhelmed by the pace of the day and the realization 
of how much I needed to learn, I reflected on what a wonderful place 
this is, and on all the special people who have walked those hallowed 
Blanchard halls.

I felt incredibly blessed to step into a broader role in the life of Wheaton 
College at this opportunistic, yet challenging time. But mostly  
I felt blessed as I recalled the academic rigor, spiritual vitality, and engaged 
community I experienced several years ago as a graduate student here. 

As I reflected on my experience in Wheaton’s theological studies 
department, I was reminded of an individual I’ve stumbled upon during 
my more recent dissertation research with Dr. Mark Noll ’68: Danish-
American immigrant William Knudsen, who became the president of 
General Motors in 1937. 

During a New York auto show, the Lutheran pastor who had married Knudsen and 
his wife many years before stopped by the Chevrolet exhibit to greet him. Knudsen, who 
had not seen the minister in many years, was delighted to greet him, because he felt he 
had “underpaid” him for his past matrimonial services, and wished to pay him back “with 
interest.” The GM executive then told a colleague to show the cleric and his wife around 
to “let them pick out whatever Chevrolet model they want, and deliver it to them wherever 
they want it.” Notwithstanding the stunned pastor’s protestations, the Reverend and Mrs. 
Kleist soon had a shiny new car in their driveway.

Knudsen had been grateful, no doubt, for the pastoral care of his minister at the time  
of his wedding, but over the years, as he enjoyed the ever-increasing blessings of marriage,  
he had come to treasure that relationship at a deeper level. That is how I feel about my 
Wheaton education, and why I consider it such an honor to serve in this new capacity as I 
endeavor to “give back” in a more tangible way.  

It is my sincere hope that you experience that same growing appreciation for your 
Wheaton experience, and what you were blessed to take from this place. I respectfully 
invite each of you to “give back” in whatever way you can—whether through prayer,  
a word of encouragement, engagement of your talent, and of course, through financial 
support—all “for Christ and His Kingdom.”

Vice President for  
Advancement  
and Alumni Relations  
Kirk Farney M.A. ’98
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wheAton college Alumni AssociAtion

Board of directors in action

LTC Howard CurLin ’95 received 
his medical degree from Quillen College 
of Medicine at East Tennessee State Uni-
versity and currently serves as a physician 
in the U.S. Army. He recently moved 
to the Washington, D.C. area where he 
serves as the chief of minimally invasive 
surgery, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, and associate program 
director for the Fellowship in Minimally 
Invasive Gynecologic Surgery at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center. 
Howard and his wife, Michelle, are the 
proud parents of Phin (11), Lars (9), Katie 
Anne (7), Field (4), Jude (2), and JR 
(born in 2014).

danieL doebLer ’94, M.a. ’00 
is a behavioral health case therapist  
and a member of the Ethics 
Committee at Cadence Health/
Central DuPage Hospital in Winfield. 
Dan teaches workshops on various 
topics related to behavioral health 
and previously had worked as a crisis 
intervention coordinator at Wheaton 
Youth Outreach. He is a member  
of Faith Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Wheaton. Dan and his wife, Betsey, 
have two children: Josiah (9) and 
Charis (6).

david doig ’87 is president of 
Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives, a 
not-for-profit community development 
corporation. He received his master’s 
degree from the University of Chicago 
and has worked in the city as its first 
deputy planning commissioner and as 
CEO of the Chicago Park District.  
He’s a Fellow at Leadership Greater 
Chicago, a Board member of Lawndale 
Christian Health Center, and a 
Board member of Historic Pullman 
Foundation. David is a member of 
Lawndale Community Church. He and 
his wife, Tami Brooks ’86 have two 
children: Olivia ’14, and Clarke ’17. 

The Alumni Association Board of Directors consists of 18 alumni representing every 
decade back through the 1960s. Directors are selected by the existing Board through 
a formal nomination process. All alumni are invited to submit nominations for open 
positions by sending a completed form to the Nominating Committee. Forms can be 
found at alumni.wheaton.edu/board-nom.
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heaton College’s Student Alumni Board (SAB) is a student 
group launched this fall, composed of 18 current students 
who have been deeply impacted by Wheaton alumni world-
wide. The group’s name may seem like an oxymoron, but 
these student leaders—sophomores through seniors—are 
passionate about connecting current students and campus 
organizations with Wheaton’s vast alumni network. 

“Some of my most formative experiences—from taking 
a two-week trip to China to meet and learn from Christian 
business, nonprofit, and church leaders, to deep mentor-
ship and guidance throughout college—have been made 
possible by the incredible generosity of alumni who took 
a personal interest in my life,” SAB Vice President Grant 
Hensel ’15 says. “College is such a formative time—one 
word, one experience, one piece of advice or connection or 
suggestion from an alumnus has the potential to change a 
student’s entire life trajectory. It certainly has for me. Our 
goal at SAB is to bring students and alumni together to 
facilitate more of those experiences.”

In addition to connecting students to the world out-
side of Wheaton by forging alumni connections through 
Wheaton in Network (WiN), on-campus dinners with 
alumni, contests, and more, the group hopes to inspire stu-

wheaton has a rich community of alumni that has always given back—both of their time and 
resources. Meet 18 current students, wheaton’s first Student alumni board, who have partnered 
with alumni relations to inspire students to build relationships with alumni worldwide.

2014-15 STudenT aLuMni board MeMberS: row 1 (l to r): Andrew shadid ’15, taylor schuster ’16. row 2: megan Ziesemer ’15, Adam 

wolcott ’17, Julia wittrock ’15, Anna morris ’16, hannah swanson ’15, erica forkner ’17, Jeremy braunius ’15. row 3: michael daugherty ’15, megan 

Koontz ’17, emilee wenz ’15, Joseph perry ’16, caroline wildman ’15, grant duncan ’15, grant hensel ’15. not pictured: carter harms ’16, Jon hric ’15.

dents to engage with the alumni community throughout 
their Wheaton experience. 

The students on the board share close relationships with 
the Alumni Association Board of Directors and host week-
ly board meetings to plan several events per year. 

“Our goal is to create a culture in which connecting 
with alumni is natural and instinctual,” SAB member Julia 
Wittrock ’15 says. “We want students who have questions 
to automatically think, I bet there is an alumnus or alumna who 
knows something about that!” 

Shark Tank, an on-campus event that took place in Novem-
ber, welcomed alumni judges and greater Chicagoland area 
alumni to campus to provide real-time feedback to student en-
trepreneurs. The winning teams are now receiving mentorship 
and guidance from members of the Wheaton family.

“Why am I devoting my senior year to this? Because this 
is an important message to send to alumni and students: 
‘Our lives can mutually impact each other,’” SAB President 
Andrew Shadid ’15 says. “Our mission is to connect the stu-
dent body and alumni family for Christ and his kingdom. 
We eagerly anticipate what might happen.”

Learn more about Student Alumni Board members online at 
alumni.wheaton.edu/studentalumniboard.
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Save THe daTe for  

HoMeCoMing 2015
oCTober 9-10

CeLebraTing THe CLaSSeS of  
1990 •  1995 •  2000 •  2005 •  2010 



1 president philip ryken ’88, Alumna  
 of the Year for distinguished service to  
 Alma mater dr. sharon coolidge ’72,  
 and Alumni Association president  
 Kurt tillman ’78 

2 eva lewis ledbetter ’99, sally waid  
 Abraham ’99, Anne edwardson ’99 

3 homecoming chapel speaker,  
 rev. stewart e. ruch iii ’89 

4 Judy bagot chudek ’89,  
 Kathy Kleidon mellowe ’89  

5 students and alumni warm up before  
 the homecoming 5K.

 photos courtesy of mike hudson ’89  
 and micah chiang ’12
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niYou’re in the Network!

Introducing the 2014/2015 Parent Council
Row 1 (l to r): Kirk Ito, Ratana Ito, Jeff Mann, Patty Klepack Mann ’82, Paul DeHaven, Kirt Eldredge, Carol Eldredge. Row 2: 
Beth Hesterberg Fulton ’83, Ben Fulton, Cindy Neff Cochrum ’85, Rae Lynn Shirley Sandvig ’80, Greg Sandvig, Jennifer Good ’85, 
Don Thompson, Sharon Stamper Thompson. Not pictured:  Kent Cochrum ’85, Jill DeHaven, Lamont Tyler, Bo Tyler.

Learn more about the Parent Council and ways they serve Wheaton’s campus at wheaton.edu/parents.

Musical Splendors of  Vienna, Salzburg, and Prague  
MAY 19 –JUNE 1, 2015

Istanbul & the Seven Churches of Revelation  
OCTOBER 19-29, 2015 

Registration information available at  
alumni.wheaton.edu/travel

TRAVEL WITH WHEATON! Connect. Share. Empower.
Check out WiN 3.0—the new and improved version of 
Wheaton in Network. Now you can:

• Advise students about life after college

• Develop your own professional and personal network 
with fellow alumni

• Check out suggested contacts based on your career 
interests and location

• Reply to WiN messages directly from your email

• Enjoy an improved user experience

Sign up at win.wheaton.edu and start connecting today!



profile
training for gold
bY eric Joseph rubio ’11 

This world rowing Championship  
gold medalist has her  
sights set on the 2016 olympics. 

By 6:30 a.m., Emily Huelskamp 
’09 is already hard at work. 

When Emily joined Wheaton’s crew 
team sophomore year, she never 
anticipated that five years later she’d 
be training for five to six hours 
almost every day in the hopes of 
rowing for Team USA at the 2016 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

The journey began with the close-
knit community she found in crew 
at Wheaton.  

“The people of Wheaton Crew were 
fantastic,” Emily says. “It really 
makes it exciting when you enjoy 
the people you’re training with.”

As a junior, she decided to try an 
indoor rowing contest in Chicago. 
Once her scores posted, she received 
a call from a summer rowing devel-
opment camp in Washington D.C. 
Though she’d already lined up an 
internship that summer, the 6’2’’ 
applied health science major began 

sessions—two in the morning and 
one in the afternoon. 

“Most of the remaining time is spent 
recovering for the next workout: 
eating, sleeping, and doing physical 
therapy,” she says. 

To make ends meet, rowers often 
board with host families. 

“I could not train at this level without 
my host family’s generosity,” Emily 
says, adding that she’s lucky enough 
to have f lexible work. 

She also sets time aside for weekly 
Christian community at Stonehill 
Church in Princeton, and now has 
several teammates coming to church 
with her—something she hopes will 
continue. 

“I have come to believe that this is my 
mission field,” she says. “My rowing 
is completely about and for Christ 
and His Kingdom. He has given me 
this gift, and I try to make it part of 
worship.”

to see the possibilities for rowing 
beyond her college years. 

Immediately following graduation, 
she moved to Boston to pursue a 
master’s degree in sports psychology 
and also joined a high-performance 
club rowing team. By this time, her 
goal was to receive an invitation to 
train with the U.S. national team. 
In the fall of 2012, after she finished 
her master’s degree, the invitation 
came, and Emily moved to Princ-
eton, New Jersey, home of the U.S. 
Rowing Training Center. 

In August 2013, she and her team-
mates represented the United States 
at the World Championships in 
South Korea, where they won their 
event. 

“We surprised everybody by win-
ning the race for lanes,” she says, 
adding that during the competition, 
though Canada “went out fast,” her 
team was able to “row through 
them” for the win. 

But her rowing career has not been 
all wins. Last summer, Emily was 
the last person cut from the U.S. 
squad for the 2014 World Champi-
onships. 

“I was devastated,” she says. “I could 
not understand some of the reasons 
why I had not made the team, and I  
could not understand why God had 
me training if I was only going to 
miss the cut.” 

With faith, hope, and perseverance, 
she continues to train for both the 
next World Championships and the 
2016 Olympics. Her disappoint-
ment has become a means for reach-
ing out to other teammates. 

“It has also allowed God to show me 
yet again how He is in all things—
even the confusing, hurtful situa-
tions,” Emily says. 

Rowing at such an elite level 
requires a serious time commit-
ment. Practices take place in three 

aluMni news
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Recommended Reading  
fRom Wheaton’s faculty 
Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 
is that of teacher, our faculty members regularly 
conduct research and publish books and articles. 
Here are some of their recent publications. 

facultybooks

dR. PhiliP g. Ryken ’88

president
Loving Jesus More 
(Crossway, September 2014)
In his most recent publication, President Ryken 
emphasizes that God’s love for us is the source of 
our love for him, and challenges us to take Jesus’s 
words seriously and think carefully about where 
our affections truly lie.

dR. Beth felkeR Jones

associate professor of theology
Practicing Christian Doctrine: An Introduction 
to Thinking and Living Theologically
(Baker Academic, April 2014)
Dr. Jones explains key concepts in Christian 
doctrine and encourages readers to grow into 
more faithful Christian practitioners. Attending 
to history and contemporary debates, the book 
also features voices from the global church. 

dR. douglas moo

Kenneth T. Wessner Professor of New Testament
Encountering the Book of Romans:  
A Theological Survey, 2nd edition
(Baker Academic, July 2014)
In this updated edition, edited by Dr. Walter 
Elwell ’59, M.A. ’61, professor of biblical studies 
emeritus, Dr. Moo lays the groundwork for 
reading Romans by highlighting key themes 
and clarifying difficult passages.

dR. em gRiffin hon

professor of communication emeritus 
A First Look at Communication Theory, 9th ed. 
(McGraw-Hill, 2014)
Dr. Griffin, joined by co-authors Dr. Andrew 
Ledbetter ’02 and Dr. Glenn Sparks ’75, presents 
the ninth edition of the book that has garnered 
50 percent of the communication theory 
textbook sales in a 12-book market. This edition 
introduces 32 diverse theories.
 
dR. kim sasseR 

assistant professor of English 
Magical Realism and Cosmopolitanism: 
Strategizing Belonging 
(Palgrave Macmillan, August 2014)
For years, critics have been proclaiming that 
magical realism is dead. Dr. Sasser contends 
that magical realism still has much to offer 
contemporary readers, critics, and authors.

dR. kaRen halvoRsen schReck ’84

visiting professor of English
Sing For Me: A Novel
(Howard Books, April 2014)
Set in Depression-era Chicago and rich in 
historical detail, Sing for Me is a story about 
finding love and embracing your calling. 

EffEctivE intErcultural communication:   

a christian PErsPEctivE 

(Baker Books, September 2014)

In this addition to the Encountering Mission series, Dr. Scott Moreau, 

associate academic dean of Wheaton College Graduate School and 

professor of intercultural studies; Dr. Evvy Campbell ’68, associate professor 

of intercultural studies emerita; and Dr. Susan Greener, associate professor 

of intercultural studies, offer vital contemporary intercultural communication 

insights for mission students and practitioners.

 Order Effective Intercultural Communication: A Christian Perspective 

and other faculty books from the Wheaton College Bookstore online, 

wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing:  

Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.
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The Power of Grace 

Q: how would you counsel the church 
to be supportive of a pastor’s family, 
and Pks specifically?
Barnabas: Church members must learn to 
recognize that pastors are called to lead, 
but they are also sinners. Pastors need grace 
when they make mistakes, and they need 
space in their personal lives. And PKs need 
real, genuine friends. 

John: What we want to do, inasmuch 
as we have influence, is create an 
atmosphere with a full, robust doctrine of 
grace: everybody leveled before the cross. 
Every ethnicity, every socioeconomic 
category: no one shown favoritism, 
[everyone] desperately in need of grace. 

Q: When we live in broken churches 
and broken families, it’s tempting to 
become cynical. how do you fight 
cynicism when you’re both so close to 
the church? 
John: You fight it by listening to Jesus 
when he says, “How can you see the 
speck in your brother’s eye, and not 

see the log in your own eye?” My first 
prescription for my own cynicism is to 
look inside and find my log. 

Barnabas: The church is God’s idea. 
He built it. He said this is his beloved, to 
represent Jesus on the earth until he comes 
back. You cannot reconcile a cynicism 
toward the church with a great love for the 
church. It has to be one or the other. 

For me, I find myself tilting toward 
the need to love the church. You love 
and care for your family even when there 
are differences, even if you’re fed up. 
Whether or not it’s pleasant, you’re there 
for them, and you care for them and look 
out for them. 

That’s a sermon for myself as much 
as anyone else. I’m thankful that I am 
leaning toward loving the church rather 
than being cynical because I have found a 
lot more joy there.

 
Barnabas Piper ’05 is author of The 
Pastor’s Kid: Finding Your Own Faith 
and Identity (David C. Cook, 2014).

Barnabas Piper ’05 and his father, Dr. John Piper ’68, have several important messages 
for the church—for the welfare of every congregation, pastor, and pastor’s kid. 
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PuBlISHED alumni

arnabas Piper ’05 is not just any pastor’s 
kid. He’s the son of one of the most  
well-known pastors in evangelicalism: 
Dr. John Piper ’68, who served as pastor 
for preaching and vision at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Minneapolis for  
33 years, and has written more than  
50 books. Yet the challenges Barnabas 
faced as a “PK” were remarkably similar 
to those faced by many other PKs. In  
our interview, Barnabas and his father 
share a few of the lessons learned from 
this high-profile crucible. 

Q: Barnabas, what was the hardest part 
of growing up as a Pk? 
Barnabas: The overarching theme is the 
pressure of higher expectations, mostly 
from the church. In a ministry home, the 
faith of the parents paints everything, so 
it’s hard to know what you really believe 
versus what you know you’re supposed to 
believe.

Q: Pastor John, there is a pressure 
from the church on Pks, but there is 
also great pressure on the pastor to 
have “good kids.” how do you manage 
that pressure on your family? 
John: I was conscious that our kids would 
be in a fishbowl. I didn’t ever want to 
say, “If you mess up, my job is on the 
line.” So I resolved to never use that as 
an argument. I didn’t want my kids ever 
to do right because they were PKs, but 
because they wanted to honor Christ and 
obey Scripture and bring blessings to 
people. 

IntervIew by Joshua LIttLe ’12



by Dr. arthur J. ammann ’58 wIth 

barbara mcLennan ’60

The Value of Friendship

A casual meeting of old friends at a Wheaton College 
class reunion set the wheels in motion for this book, which 
challenges readers to discover the value of the “invisible” 
person, and to participate in transformation. 

my thoughts are often entwined with the  
mystery of the essential value of one person  
and our purpose in relation to a single 
individual. Is it possible, for example, that 
our entire life—everything that we thought 
was important in our own spiritual journey, 
our varied ministries, our public service, our 
occupation, the relationships that we built, our 
education, and our professional development— 
might just have been a series of stepping-stones 
in the pathway to meet just one individual 
of great value? An individual who will be 
transformed, or who will transform us, as a 
result of our mutual encounter?

When I first discovered Paul’s letter to 
Philemon, I confess that I felt as if I were 
reading someone else’s mail—a private message. 
I soon came to realize that it was included in the 
Bible for people like me, and it led me to realize 
that life really had to be about the value of a 
person. The more I thought about it, the more 
I understood that there was something deeply 
spiritual and meaningful about relationships 
formed between two individuals—whether a 
close relationship of many years duration, or 
even a brief encounter with a stranger. 

In today’s culture, the value of the 
individual is under threat of extinction. 
Technology descends over us like a dark cloud 
obscuring human relationships, imprisoning 
our very being behind impenetrable walls of 
isolation. Our everyday world is replete with 
ever expanding, impersonal technological 
communications. Our lives can be blown 
apart by just one electronic message devoid 
of explanations and emotion. Earbuds shut 
out conversation and signal isolation, if not 
alienation. 

Increasingly, all forms of communication are 
brief and devoid of human sincerity—there 
can be no better time than now to embark 
on a journey of discovering the value of an 
individual. 

commEncEmEnt readings

Adapted from (in)Visible: From Obscure 
to Valuable by Dr. Arthur J. Ammann ’58 
with Barbara McLennan ’60. ©2014 by 
Arthur J. Ammann. Used by permission of 
Resource Publications, an imprint of Wipf 
and Stock Publishers.

INVISIBLE
i am invisible—a blur without form—

like a blue vapor mist on a damp, foggy morn.

i am timid and frightened, sort of broken inside,

i am wounded and hurting, so why wouldn’t i hide?

i stay near the edges—keep out of the light,

if people don’t see me they won’t know my plight.

But oh, how i yearn for a kind touch or a word,

some little sign that perhaps i am heard.

my name is Refugee, orphan, or stray—

the fifth of ten children, or someone betrayed.

i’m divorced, i am homeless, i have missing teeth;

my skin betrays me of “foreign belief.”

i’m a bell-hop, a bar maid, any person who serves—

a snap judgment decides if respect is deserved.

many eyes look right through me not seeing my face,

though i have done nothing to garner disgrace.

come hear me, come see, come learn who i am—

i long to be seen as a valuable man, 

or a woman with value, not just what i give—

what a difference it would make in the way i could live.

—Barbara McLennan ’60
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• • •
theRe could not have Been a moRe unlikely group of strangers that 

gathered for a trip to a faith-based hospital and clinic in Jos, nigeria. the purpose was to 

conduct a four-day workshop on hIv prevention and care for traditional birth attendants. 

with me were 12 volunteers. our backgrounds varied—actor, movie director, bookstore owner, 

scientist, physician, writer, documentarian, insurance agent, decorator, pastor, and business 

executive.

within an hour’s drive from the abuja airport, the landscape changed precipitously and by 

evening we were completely immersed in surroundings that lacked the amenities of our culture. 

During the time we had in Jos, each of us lived and ate with families who were engaged in the 

hIv epidemic. 

we visited schools for hIv orphans, spoke to hIv widows, met sexually abused young girls, 

and met with families that had been devastated by the premature deaths of mothers, fathers, 

and children. as we immersed ourselves in the pain that we saw and felt, we began to hold hands, 

sing songs composed by those infected with hIv, and listen to words that spoke of suffering and 

hope. all of us were meeting strangers who were allowing us to enter into their lives and, in doing 

so, they also entered into ours, helping us to learn about their suffering and pain.

on the last day of the workshop we had a closing ceremony, a sort of graduation. Later that 

day I saw members of our group embrace their host families, trying to hold back tears as they 

said farewell. we made our way to the airport, retracing those first initial steps of uncertainty, 

realizing that we might never see some of these people again. 

what happened during those days? there was transformation of individuals. the hIv epidemic 

was no longer just a fact or an amorphous mass of over 25 million hIv-infected individuals 

worldwide. It had become about a real person who stood by you, held your hand, and prayed 

for healing. It was a mother who could be touched and who expressed herself in tears or song. 

It was a child who struggled to breathe even while sitting still. It was a father who lost his job 

because of the stigma of hIv, and with it all of the financial support for his family. It was a man 

dying of aIDs with his wife beside him, with no hope for treatment and a doctor saying, “your 

hope must be in God.”

It was now about esther, samuel, hope, Precious—people whose names we learned, but 

whose names Jesus had known all along. he had walked with them, hand in hand, and now they 

joined hands with us to begin a new journey. what I felt at the end of our time in Jos is difficult 

to put into words, but it seemed that in reaching out to a person—not with money or promises 

or solutions, but with compassion—we were all able to reach deeply into the treasures of God’s 

resources, and receive the reward of spiritual abundance.

the teachings of Jesus became clear: “truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (matt. 25:40). God knows no strangers. he 

knows their faces and their names, he feels their every need, and from time to time he provides 

us with the opportunity and the privilege of meeting them and knowing them as he does.

• • •

The opportunity to engage with a person may be in an unlikely location, an 
inconvenient time, a moment or a decade, but no matter who, where, or when, the 
choice to participate lies with us.
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dr. arthur J. ammann ’58 is founder of 

global strategies, a nonprofit foundation 

engaged in reducing maternal and infant 

mortality in the poorest countries of the 

world. his recent books include Women, 

hiv, and the church: in search of refuge 

(cascade Books, 2012) and (in)visible: from 

obscure to valuable (Resource Publications, 

2014). he will soon publish the history of the 

pediatric aids epidemic. Barbara mclennan 

’60 is currently serving on a collaborative 

teaching/preaching team at south Park 

church in Park Ridge, ill., and has occasional 

speaking and teaching engagements.
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aby Dr. matthew J. mILLIner ’98, assIstant Professor of art hIstory

Northern Light
For this professor, HoneyRock serves as a renewing force—a retreat 
where the Holy Spirit blows freely. 

us, symbolizing the bright spots through 
the spiritual darkness of the world. And 
here I was, witnessing the same thing 
at HoneyRock—except these Christian 

“icons” were, of course, alive. 
As we processed, we ascended 

HoneyRock’s “ski hill,” enshrouded in 
a heavy evening mist illuminated by our 
torches. Our voices, unified in song, were 
so full-hearted it seemed as though the hill 
itself was radiating praises to Christ (which, 
of course, it always is).

Weeks after that intensive liturgy on 
ski hill, in the thick of fall semester, I was 
checking out a pile of books from Buswell 
Library. The day and the pace at Wheaton 
had wearied me. I looked across the desk at 
a student whose face I recognized from our 
torch-lit procession, and I was reminded 
of how the Holy Spirit sometimes blows 
more freely in places set apart, whether in 
northern France or northern Wisconsin. 

I took a deep breath and said to him, 
“We were more alive up there, weren’t we?”  

He looked me with courteous compassion, 
smiled, and said, “Yeah, but the point is to 
bring some of that back down here.”  

It is good counsel. 

Dr. Matthew J. Milliner ’98 is assistant 
professor of art history and holds a master’s and 
Ph.D. in art history from Princeton University, 
as well as a M.Div. from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. His scholarly specialization is 
Byzantine and medieval art, with a focus 
on how such images inform contemporary 
visual culture and theology. In 2013 he was 
appointed a member of the Curatorial Advisory 
Board of the United States Senate. 

founded a monastery north of Cluny—just 
as HoneyRock is north of Wheaton. 

There at Clairvaux Abbey, Bernard 
returned to the Benedictine order’s 
emphasis on manual labor, simplicity, love, 
learning, and self-denial. The monks that 
came from Clairvaux, and from Cîteaux 
before that, were known as Cistercians 
(Cistercium is Latin for Cîteaux). Together 
they saved the Benedictine order and 
renewed Christianity in Europe. They 
maybe even saved Cluny itself. 

For me at least, HoneyRock is to 
Wheaton as Clairvaux was to Cluny. It 
serves as a renewing force—a northern 
place of retreat with an emphasis on the 
physical, as well as the life of the mind.  

As a struggling sophomore in the late 
1990s, I found participating in a semester-
long program at HoneyRock to be like 
medicine, without which I may have bidden 
Wheaton a bitter, permanent good-bye. 

Now a new faculty member, I was 
reminded last summer of HoneyRock’s 
invigorating effects while leading 

“Passage,” Wheaton’s Northwoods 
orientation program for new students. 
The highlight was a worship service that 
included a long procession of students 
walking through the considerable darkness 
of the Northwoods.

The light from torches placed every 
30 feet or so along our darkened path 
bounced delicately off the smiling faces 
of student leaders. For years I had been 
studying the same phenomenon in Eastern 
Orthodox icons. In a darkened church at 
night, candles flicker in front of images of 
the great Christians who have gone before 
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faculty voice

s an art historian who specializes in the  
Middle Ages, I find that Wheaton’s 
academic and spiritual intensity reminds me 
of a city of praise founded a thousand years 
ago: the Cluny monastery in central France. 
But that’s not entirely a compliment. Cluny 
was so successful—the liturgy so scrupulous, 
its library so well stocked, and its monks  
so intelligent—that it grew overconfident.  
As a result, some monks headed north.  
One of them, Bernard of Clairvaux, 
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w Moore remembers Alexa playing well—
but then she hit a tree on her drive from 
the tenth tee, sending her ball behind 
the tee. 

“Some players would have been shaken 
by such a shot, but not Alexa,” Coach 
Moore says. “She doesn’t get flustered. 
She smiles, gives her best, and moves on.” 

Alexa played the rest of the champion-
ship round at one stroke over par. 

Co-captain of the team this 
year, “Alexa has a way of calming 
everyone’s nerves and keeping things in 
perspective,” Coach Moore says. 

Part of Alexa’s levelheaded perspective 
comes from the experience of tackling 
challenges—and learning from them. 
Though her physics courses were a struggle, 
for instance, she sought help from her 
professors, who built her understanding 
and helped reconstruct her idea of success. 

“They encouraged me to focus on always 
improving my scores,” she says.

During her sophomore year, Alexa 
worked toward racial reconciliation 
on campus as a member of Solidarity 
Cabinet. It’s a role she describes as 
challenging, but “a great way to learn 
how to approach difficult topics in a way 
that is respectful and mindful of other 
students’ opinions and perceptions.” 

Last spring, Dr. Dana Townsend, 
associate professor of applied health 
sciences, asked Alexa to join the 2014 
BreakAway medical missions trip to 
Kansas. While there, Alexa helped fellow 
students and also witnessed the ways 
physicians advocate for patient care in 
underserved communities. Last summer, 

Holistic Preparation 
Find out how chapel, golf, physics, and more have prepped  
Alexa Tyler ’15—mind and spirit—for a career in medicine. 

hen Alexa Tyler visited Wheaton,  
she was struck by the rich content of the 
chapel services and the way the entire 
campus migrates to chapel three times  
a week together. Interested in pursuing  
a career in medicine, she felt she’d  
also found a place where she could grow  
in Christ.

Last year she served as one of four 
student chaplains appointed annually 
by the chaplain’s office. Part of this role 
involves praying for the needs of fellow 
students who come forward during 
Communion services. 

“This was one of the most meaningful 
experiences I’ve had, and it was  
also incredibly humbling,” Alexa says. 
During these times of prayer, she 
learned to rely on the Spirit for 
direction—a practice she hopes  
to continue as she heads to medical 
school next fall.

Chaplain Emeritus Stephen  
Kellough ’70 explains that student 
chaplains are selected for their spiritual 
maturity, servant spirit, love for God, 
and care for others. What set Alexa 
apart was her “consistent demonstration 
of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, especially 
the fruit of joy,” he says.

This joy is evident to many around 
her—including Janet Moore, Wheaton’s 
women’s varsity golf coach. 

“What stands out most about Alexa 
Tyler is her radiant smile,” says her 
coach of four years, adding that she’s 
also a “tremendous leader.” During 
her first women’s golf conference 
championship freshman year, Coach 

she interned at Peoria Children’s 
Hospital, learning more about the roles 
of a variety of specialists. 

Invigorated by each stride toward her 
childhood goal of becoming a physician, 
Alexa says she plans to continue “actively 
seeking God’s will” as she interviews 
with medical schools this fall.  

“Alexa Tyler is a strong candidate for 
the rigors of medical education,” says 
Dr. Townsend. “But it is her personal 
qualities that commend her to be truly 
effective as ‘light and salt’ for God’s 
glory in her role as a physician.”
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WHEaton in the world

by mIchaeL murray

Wheaton in the Holy Lands

hen Dr. George Kalantzis was growing 
up in Athens in the 1970s and ’80s, he, 
like most children, eagerly awaited the 
coming of summer. 

Beyond the obvious cause of this 
excitement—the end of the school 
year—Dr. Kalantzis also looked forward 
to summer as it meant the arrival of 
several dozen Wheaton College students, 
participants in the Wheaton in the Holy 
Lands program. They and their professors 
would stay at the camp affiliated with the 
evangelical church in Greece.

“I remember what it meant to us as a 
small evangelical minority in a country 
where 97 to 98 percent are Orthodox,” 
he says. “Every year there was an influx 
of dozens and dozens of young American 
evangelicals. They would come, and 
we wouldn’t feel so alone in the world. 
Especially during the teenage years, we 
wouldn’t feel so isolated.”

Dr. Kalantzis is now associate professor 
of theology, and director of Wheaton’s 
Center for Early Christian Studies. He 
has been involved in leading the Wheaton 
in the Holy Lands program since joining 
the faculty in 2007. 

Wheaton in the Holy Lands is a 
six-week study of the Old and New 
Testaments through travel to biblical and 
church sites in Israel, Greece, Turkey, 
and Rome. Two Wheaton faculty 
members accompany about 40 students 
each summer, and roughly 1,600 students 
have participated in the 42 trips since the 
program began in the early 1970s.

Dr. Lynn Cohick, professor of New 
Testament, has also been involved with 

the program since 2007. She says one 
of the primary goals is for students to 
develop an appreciation for the way the 
biblical text speaks about real things and 
real places. 

“It makes tangible what is in the biblical 
text,” she says. “Our students can see there 
really were waves that Jesus calmed. There 
really was a marketplace where crowds 
gathered to accuse Paul . . . When they 
experience the biblical text in this way, it 
so greatly increases learning and engages 
the imagination.”

The program partners with Jerusalem 
University College ( JUC) in Israel. JUC 
President Paul Wright notes, “Many 
people who come to the Holy Lands use 
the expression, ‘the Bible comes alive,’ 
but it’s already alive. What really happens 
is that we come alive to the Bible and 
understand it not as an artifact but as real 
people living life.”

Lauren Wilhite ’16 experienced this 
on a rooftop in the City of David last 
summer while reading Psalm 121. 

“With two large valleys on either side, 
and taller mountains surrounding us, we 
easily saw why David ‘lifted his eyes to 
the hills’ and had to recognize that only  
a mighty God could protect him from  
his enemies,” Lauren says. “Moments like 
this one changed me, and allowed me  
to understand a little bit more of who  
God is, while also shaping the way I read 
the Bible.”

Dr. Cohick points out that Wheaton 
in the Holy Lands is not a static program. 
In recent years, the program has included 
conversations about the complexities of the 

current situation in the Middle East in an 
effort to prepare students to wrestle with 
the issues that dominate the Middle East.

“What we try to do is show how the 
religion of Judaism and the establishment 
of the state of Israel have played an 
important role in Christian interpretation 
of the Bible,” she says. “This is not a 
class on modern Middle East history or 
politics, but it’s very important to think 
about how the modern state of Israel 
affects scholarship.” 

The group has also visited the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust History Museum 
in Jerusalem. Dr. Cohick says, “It was 
important for students to see that the 
Christian responses to the Holocaust were 
often based on interpretations of the New 
Testament.”

Later, the students interacted via Skype 
with an Arab Christian from Lebanon. 
Like the Jewish lecturers the group heard 
from in Israel, he is an educator with a 
doctoral degree.

“The program is rigorously academic,” 
Dr. Cohick says. “It’s not a trip that’s 
trying to get students to sign up for a 
cause one way or the other. We do want 
them to be active Christians, but we trust 
that the Lord will direct them.”

Another recent innovation is 
purposeful engagement with Catholic and 
Orthodox traditions of faith.

“When we’re there, we experience the 
Greek Orthodox or Catholic presence,” 
Dr. Cohick says. “We see people kissing 
icons and lighting candles, so we very 
intentionally look at the theology of 
Orthodoxy. We try to show what’s going 

Find out more about the 43-year-old program that brings the 
Biblical text to life in the Middle East.
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Above (from top), summer 2014: Wheaton in the Holy Lands students gather with  

Dr. George Kalantzis and Dr. Lynn Cohick outside the Church of St. George, the seat 

of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople; students hike up the steep sides of 

Herodium, one of the palaces of Herod the Great, as well as his burial site; students 

visit Dome of the Rock, a Muslim holy site located on Temple Mount, the site of the 

Jerusalem Temple destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D.; students visit fourth-century 

remains of a basilica in Philippi, the site of the first church in Europe.
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on, and then ask the students, ‘Now what 
do we think of that?’”

One of the highlights for students 
on the 2014 trip was a visit to an icon 
workshop, where an Orthodox priest 
talked about his work and how his 
iconography is theology in visual form. 

“Our students come back better 
educated, with a better understanding 
of the world of Christianity. They are 
then able to articulate why they don’t 
do what the other groups do. And they 
have a better understanding of how very 
complicated the current situation [in the 
Middle East] is,” Dr. Cohick says.

Rachel Neftzer Snavely ’09 traveled 
with the Wheaton in the Holy Lands 
program in 2007. She says her experience 
has influenced not only her understanding 
of biblical cultures, but it has also given 
her an appreciation for modern cultures 
around the world. 

“What I didn’t expect was to fall in love 
with the modern cultures of the Holy 
Lands,” she says. “It made me really value 
travel and gave me a deeper understanding 
of other world cultures. Since the trip, my 
husband and I have prioritized travel in 
order to better understand our world and 
the people in it. 

“In preparation for each trip, I read 
about a dozen books to learn more about 
the ancient and modern cultures of the 
place we’re visiting—the history and 
politics, the food and art, music and 
religion, both the human suffering and the 
strength of the human spirit in that place.”

Learn more about Wheaton in the Holy 
Lands at wheaton.edu/theology.
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PrESIDEnt’S 

l
Philip G. Ryken ’88, President

“God has a 

purpose for 

beautiful, broken 

cities, and for the 

Christians who 

live, work, and 

worship there.”

perspective

ast spring break, I made a surprise visit to one of our student BreakAway groups serving in 
economically distressed neighborhoods of Denver. These students were serving good food to the 
homeless, providing a safe place for victims of domestic violence, and working in a community 
center that used to be a whorehouse. I had a front-row seat to see God at work through each  
of these ministries, both to change the lives of local residents and to shape the hearts and minds  
of our students.  

But this summer I saw a different side of urban America. The Ryken family traveled on a 5,000-
mile road trip, making our way from the Wheaton College Science Station in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, to our old hometown of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, then back to Wheaton again. 

We stayed in Colorado Springs, went to a Cardinals game in St. Louis, stopped at Churchill 
Downs in Louisville, and visited the world-famous Cincinnati Zoo. We stayed in gleaming 
downtown hotels, ate delicious ethnic food, watched the World Cup outdoors with thousands of 
other soccer fans, and worshiped at thriving churches in the heart of major metropolises.

Cities are complex and diverse. In them we see humanity at its best and worst. In my urban travels 
this year I have seen what people are capable of creating, and also what they are able to destroy—
lives that are broken by sin and crushed by the structures of oppression.  

God has a purpose for beautiful, broken cities, and for the Christians who live, work, and worship 
there. My own thinking about the city has been strongly influenced by the prophet Jeremiah. When 
the children of Israel were exiled to Babylon—a worldly city if ever there was one—Jeremiah 
nevertheless told them to pray for the city’s peace and pursue its prosperity (Jer. 29:7). God did not 
want his people to abandon the city to the powers of evil; he called them to serve the city for good 
(Jer. 29:4-6).

Wheaton College alumni are seeking the shalom of the city. In most of the world’s major cities, 
they are doing good work every day in callings that honor God by blessing other people. They are 
worshiping in city churches and serving city neighborhoods. They are living for Jesus at every level 
of urban society—not just helping the poor, or influencing the rich, but reaching both for Christ 
and his kingdom.

We want our students to catch a vision for the city during their time in college. That’s not easy in 
a sleepy suburb like Wheaton, and it doesn’t happen on its own. It takes intentionality: addressing 
urban issues in the classroom, sending students out to study in global cities, and finding ways to 
serve urban communities close to campus. 

Fortunately, Wheaton is near Chicago, where our students have many ways to discover the city. 
Some begin their Wheaton experience through the urban track of “Passage,” our first-year new 
student orientation program. Then, during Orientation Week, we take 600 freshmen and transfers 
into the city for a day of service. Once fall semester begins, Christian Service Council places 
students in ministries across Chicagoland—a Wheaton tradition that goes back more than a century. 
Through our partnership with the Art Institute, every student gains free admission to one of the 
world’s great art museums. 

Wheaton students live in and study the city, too. Last year, hundreds of our students used our 
facility in the diverse neighborhood of Uptown as a platform for short- and long-term urban 
experiences. Through Wheaton in Chicago, students experience community life, study urban issues 
in seminars, and intern with city schools, businesses, and community organizations. Our prayer for 
all these students is that Chicago will become a gateway for Wheaton to serve the world, including 
its great cities.
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JOIN THE WHEATON ASSOCIATES FAMILY!
Last year, Wheaton Associates were responsible for more than 70% of 
all gifts to the Wheaton Fund, helping to ensure that Wheaton can 
continue its Christ-centered mission for the next generation of students.

Call 630.752.5925 or email wheaton.associates@wheaton.edu to make 
your commitment today!

GIVE  a minimum annual gift of 
$1,000 to the Wheaton Fund ($300 for 
young alumni).

PRAY  regularly for the College, its 
students, faculty, and staff.

PROMOTE  the mission of  Wheaton 
College in their communities.

ENCOURAGE  others to support 
Wheaton in similar ways.

“We have prayerfully chosen to support the Wheaton 
Fund through Wheaton Associates because we 
are passionate about the gospel and its exclusive 
power to change lives. We have seen that under the 
thoughtful leadership of Philip Ryken, the College 
has become more active in bolstering interested 
alumni to shape Wheaton’s future, and we are 
convinced that Wheaton will firmly hold to its biblical 
presuppositions, as it has since 1860. Wheaton 
College continues to be a powerful instrument in the 
Redeemer’s hands, preparing students for fearless 
service in Christ’s Kingdom.” 

steve ’94 and anne sarkisian



the art of healing
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WHEATON

“Emotion in Motion”

Mixed media

by Kristen Brown ’14

a community art and missions major, 
Kristen Brown ’14 was hundreds of miles 
from home in november 2013 when 
tornadoes devastated Washington, 
illinois. the home Kristen grew up in was 
destroyed, and like many, her family lost 
everything. 

“My first response was shock, mixed with 
thankfulness my parents were alive,” 
Kristen says. “i felt a lot of grief for the 
impact it had on our community.”

returning to her hometown in the 
aftermath of the disaster, Kristen began 
applying the principles of her discipline. 
in order to facilitate dialogue and aid in 
recovery, she built a chalkboard “wall” 
from tornado debris. Positioning it at 
heavily trafficked locations around town, 
Kristen wrote a question on the wall each 
day and sat for hours, inviting passersby 
to write their responses. 

“interacting and being with people in the 
community has been very healing,” 
Kristen says. “i feel like i have a stronger 
sense of belonging than i used to.” 

She has also received a multitude of 
positive responses to the wall.

“i think art can provide metaphors for 
talking about things in the ‘real world’ in 
a helpfully detached way,” she says. “the 
wall provides a neutral third party that 
helps bridge a gap between those still 
struggling and those already moving on.”


