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Cover photo: Peirce and Christina Baehr hope to welcome guests to 
their Pilgrim Hill hostel in Tasmania by the end of 2014. Currently 
raising funds, they also host regular workdays for volunteers. “Every 
month or so,” he says, “someone writes us wanting to come volunteer 
at Pilgrim Hill. Something in the vision clicks with people, which is a 
great blessing.” During a winter workday in 2012, Peirce led a 
devotional from Philippians 2 on serving Christ. Read the full story on 
pages 30-32. Photo by Jordan de Hoog.
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Testing the Waters 
As part of a class in marine biology, Wheaton 

students have taken field trips, most frequently to 

Belize, since the 1980s. 

by Ruby Thomas

Lasting Returns
As they pursue both career and calling, the graduates of 

2013 highlight the lasting returns of a Wheaton education.

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06 with introduction  
by Dr. Jeffry C. Davis, associate professor of English, 
director of the writing center, and director of the 
interdisciplinary studies program

The Man with a Plan
At Homecoming, Dave Teune ’74 received the  

Alumni Association’s 2013 Distinguished Service to Alma 

Mater Award for his role in expanding Wheaton’s gift 

planning program. 

by Dawn Kotapish ’92
 

An End to Slavery?
Alumni involved in the fight against human 

trafficking suggest ways that everyone can help.    

by Jeremy Weber ’05  

O God with Us, Come! 
Enrich your personal, family, or congregational 

worship with poetic meditations, written for the 

season of advent.    

by Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner

Pilgrims All
It’s all about the journey for three alumni in the 

process of beginning hostels in Spain and 

Tasmania.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90  
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Georgia I. Douglass 
’70, M.A. ’94 

Editor

dear Wheaton magazine,

As your editor for the past 23 years, I can hardly believe that this will be our 

last issue together. After more than 30 years at Wheaton, I’ll be retiring.

On the shelves in my office are bound copies of your every issue, 

beginning with your debut in January 1929 as the Wheaton Alumni Quarterly. 

What a history you’ve had. Article upon article has chronicled the life of the 

College and, in so doing, revealed information and insights about the church, 

cultures, and countries around the world. All this, simply by telling stories of 

Wheaton and its people! 

As one of your 26 editors over the last 85 years, what have I enjoyed about 

our relationship? Yes, I relish discovering those terrible typos before you’ve 

been published. I like putting together the puzzle pieces of words and images—

and arranging them so that, I hope, they are meaningful and captivating. I 

haven’t minded the time, thought, and discipline it takes to produce you. But I 

must say, it’s exhilarating when I’m finished and you’re in the mail.

What I have most appreciated, however, is getting to know alumni, 

students, parents, faculty, staff, and other friends. Together you and I 

mourned the loss of three alumni on 9/11; the untimely deaths of students, 

faculty, and alumni; and the passing of Wheaton stalwarts of the faith. We 

felt the heartbreak of an alumna devastated by divorce but full of hope in 

the Lord, and we wrote about a seriously ill alumnus who died before he 

saw the article about him. We were inspired by alumni families who serve 

Christ overseas but whose names cannot be published without risking their 

lives. We learned about Professor Clyde Kilby’s 12 ways to live an abundant, 

joy-filled life and the 15 reasons why John Piper ’68 is thankful for Wheaton 

College. And we laughed at a student balancing on a slackline.

We’ve traced the lives of alumni through Class News (where, we’re told, 

readers turn first!). For two decades thousands of alumni have joined us 

outside on cold and hot days for reunion photos at Homecomings and 

Alumni Weekends. Our life together has become intertwined with theirs. 

Thanks to you, I’ve met our readers through cards, letters, events, phone 

calls, emails, tours, and other remarkable ways. Last summer I went to the 

City of Wheaton’s Fourth of July parade. Finding a good viewing spot on 

Front Street, I sat on a bench next to a couple in front of Tate’s Ice Cream 

Shop. Soon the woman turned to me and asked if I was the editor of 

Wheaton magazine, having recognized me from my photo. Colleen Hale ’73, 

M.A. ’04 and her husband Keith M.A. ’09 were on furlough from their mission 

work in Thailand. Imagine this: out of the thousands of people at that parade, 

I was able to visit with two Wheaton grads from the other side of the world. 

And theirs is one of 40,000 homes in 113 countries that receive you. 

So it is with a sad but grateful heart that I bid farewell to you and to 

Wheaton. But, dear magazine, I’ll see you again soon—in my mailbox.
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Love Personified:  
The Class of 1938 

Most special in your most recent issue 

were the side-by-side portraits of Julia 

Voget Hurlbut and Samuel H. Moffett from 

the Class of 1938. What a picture of what 

God can and does do in Wheaton men 

and women!  

In the portrait of Mrs. Hurlbut, I saw a girl 

who noticed her Mexican neighbor, who 

got cold and asked for prayer, who 

marveled at men singing of Jesus, who 

confessed her clothes were “not too pretty” 

and wore them anyway, who recognized 

the Holy Spirit in Chapel, and who gave 

God all the glory she could.

My prayer is that future classes of 

Wheaton alumni, and we with them, will  

BE much like this dear woman as we  

serve Christ and his kingdom.

Nate Winters ’88

Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania

“My Life Story” appeared in comments 

on page 36 of the last issue of Wheaton. 

The world will know that I lived a very 

simple life with the blessing of God, 

nothing outstanding.

The picture of me on page 40—rather 

bright and shining! I usually get compliments 

on my hat!

My party at age 96 was such fun! Now 

my Hurlbuts are looking forward to another 

party at age 97!

I think the best part of Wheaton is going 

to reunions, like my 75th! God bless you, 

and God bless Wheaton College, school for 

Christ and his wonderful kingdom.

Julia Voget Hurlbut ’38

Salem, Virginia

Memories of Cuba 
While reading your work detailing 

Wheaton students’ recent excursion 

to Cuba, I recalled my own experience 

on the Wheaton in Cuba trip in March 

2004. For ten days I explored Cuba with 

Dr. Mark Amstutz, Dr. Lindy Scott, Wes 

Carrington ’06, Kirsten Sutton Mork ’06, 

and many others. Your article brought a 

flood of indelible memories to mind.  

I reminisced about morning jogs along 

the 16th-century Havana harbor, dramatic 

discussions with local Christian leaders, 

and midnight debates pitting socialism 

versus capitalistic democracy.

Nearly ten years later, the trip  

remains a most salient aspect of my 

Wheaton education. Indeed, personally  

and professionally I often reference the 

experiential learning of Havana when 

reconciling my faith with the complex  

issues of today. I particularly value how  

Drs. Amstutz and Scott broadened the 

horizons of a bunch of mischievous college 

kids in a quasi-totalitarian society! Whether 

discussing theories of political forgiveness 

over cookie-dough ice cream or 

collaborating on salsa dancing debacles, 

these two were consummate teachers  

and witty travel companions.

Thank you for highlighting the most recent 

Wheaton in Cuba adventure. I’m confident 

that ten years from now, these students will 

consider their Cuban experience among the 

most formative of their Wheaton careers.

Pete Connelly ’06

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

Letters to and from  
the Editor

When reading your Letter from the 

Editor, I was moved by your testimony 

about your vision restoration. That must 

have been one of your finest spiritual 

journeys! I sometimes envy doctors; they 

are such tools for the Lord’s work. 

On the morning before I read your 

editorial, during my quiet time I reflected on 

the news that my doctor had given 

me—that there was a bit of a setback on 

my blood count readings. The lymphoma 

had been fairly stable since the chemo a 

couple of years ago. I thought, Father, just 

take care of me and don’t let me lose the 

confidence I have in you. Let me stay 

content in whatever you have in store for 

me. I’m not asking for a medical miracle 

because I already have the biggest miracle 

of all: You are with me.

Your editorial was an inspiration. 

William (Bill) Scully M.A. ’67

Toccoa, Georgia

Just a brief note to let you know how 

much I appreciate the Letters from the 

Editor. I’ve found them challenging, 

nostalgic, amusing, and always, on a final 

note, joyful and uplifting.

My years at Wheaton were some of the 

happiest of my life—I wish I had taken more 

advantage of the opportunities I had there. 

Thanks to the alumni magazine, I can 

maintain some ties to a great institution.

Jim Yeomans ’85

Shrewsbury, Massachusetts

Mission and Missions 
Minded

We are fortunate to be parents of 

two Wheaton sons and have just one 

word to say about Wheaton’s new 

mission statement: “Bravo!” In this age 

of compromise and accommodation, it 

is indeed uplifting to read this bold and 

Julia Voget Hurlbut ’38

WHEATON dear
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forthright affirmation of the College’s “rock” 

since its founding more than a century and 

a half ago. 

The words of a popular Christian song 

come to mind and are certainly appropriate: 

“I won’t bend and I won’t break. I won’t 

water down my faith. . . . For tomorrow and 

today, I must be a light for future 

generations.” 

Right on!

Marilyn and Thomas McCarty

Midlothian, Virginia

Thank you for the article “Free to 

Serve” that told of the impact Wheaton 

College has made, and is making, in 

medical missions. What a marvelous idea 

that inspired Dr. Dan Fountain when he 

was on Wheaton’s campus, which would 

free medical missionaries from the burden 

of student loans so that they could move 

quickly into ministry. The stories about 

Wheaton alumni serving in Senegal, western 

Africa, and even in Chicago at Lawndale 

Christian Health Center reminded me of the 

global effect Wheaton graduates are making 

for Christ and his kingdom.  

Randy Carey M.A. ’99

Wheaton, Illinois

I thank you for the great article on short-

term missions (STMs) that was in the spring 

edition of Wheaton. Associate Professor of 

Anthropology Dr. Brian Howell’s research 

confirmed the ways I’ve believed STMs 

need to change.

I work at Trinity Western University as 

coordinator for spring and summer break 

missions trips. I have sought to bring more 

value and thoughtfulness to the before/

during/after aspect of our program, and have 

increased the teaching and reflection 

components. My hope has been to instill in 

my students an attitude of going as learners 

on their short-term missions trips. What an 

encouragement to have the changes I have 

brought to Trinity Western’s STMs program 

confirmed by an outside, academic source.

I also recognize more deeply how my 

philosophy (or theology) of STMs has been 

influenced by the Intercultural Communications 

class I took with Dr. Duane Elmer. I have the 

notes from that class tucked away in a file, 

and I still use activities from his lessons and 

insights from the books he recommended  

in the teaching I do. Dr. Elmer’s class was 

one of the most practical in terms of what  

I have ended up doing. After graduation,  

I served for two years as a missionary in 

Spain working with North African university 

students. 

Johannah Wetzel ’01

Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada

A Welcomed Guest
I lived and graduated from high school 

in the little town of Clay City, Indiana (pop. 

1,100). One Saturday evening (I was a junior 

in high school) a young man from Chicago 

came to preach at a Youth for Christ meeting. 

He could not return home that night, so my 

parents offered our spare bedroom. Staying 

with us, he heard about my being active in 

church and Youth for Christ, and that most 

everyone thought I would become a minister. 

Yes, our guest was Billy Graham. And it 

was he who wrote a letter of reference to 

Wheaton for me. 

I attended Wheaton my freshman and 

sophomore years in 1949-51. Although I did 

not graduate, I was blessed in many ways 

with the wisdom and guidance that my 

Heavenly Father answered through prayer.  

I thank God for my Wheaton College  

Christ-centered years.

Robert L. Petry ’53

West Melbourne, Florida

Marissa Schults ’13 served in short-

term missions in Zambia with Student 

Ministry Partners (SMP), one of  

seven ministries of Wheaton’s Office  

of Christian Outreach
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and e-mails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu



Greg Wheatley’s Wheaton 
interview series available 
online
The thoughts and ideas engaging 
the campus community may now be 
accessed anytime online thanks to Inside 
Wheaton, a series of interviews with 
Wheaton faculty, staff, and students.

Host Greg Wheatley, a veteran 
of Moody Radio and a Wheaton 
Conservatory guest lecturer, says the 
interviews provide glimpses into “the 

C A M P U S  N E W S

In the Wheaton article “Who Will 

Shepherd the Soldiers?” (autumn 

2007), writer Jeremy Weber ’05 

reviewed the work of our alumni who 

serve or have served as chaplains in 

the military. Throughout its history 

Wheaton has provided military 

chaplains from its own ranks. Today, 

students from six local colleges and 

universities participate in Wheaton’s 

Rolling Thunder ROTC battalion.

“HoneyRock,” Coach Harve Chrouser ’34 said in 1948,  
“is essentially an educational project designed to  
be a leadership laboratory . . . in a camp-living situation. 
The Honey Rock idea was to create for the student a 
new kind of teaching-learning environment.”

Harve Chrouser and the other 
founders of HoneyRock believed that 
leaders are best formed by leading, that 
character is refined through testing, 
and that one’s relationship with God is 
deepened through stillness and service. 
These principles have characterized 
HoneyRock’s camper and student 
programs since its inception in 1951.

Last year HoneyRock became part 
of the new Global and Experiential 
Learning Department (GEL). As part of 
that move, HoneyRock was repositioned 
as the Outdoor Center for Leadership 
Development of Wheaton College. 
As one of more than 20 centers and 
institutes at Wheaton, HoneyRock 
provides experiential education, leadership 
development, and outdoor adventure 
programming. The research, teaching, 
and training that happens at HoneyRock 
involves more than 50 faculty and  
1,000 Wheaton students each year and is 
influencing Christian higher education 
and the Christian camping, outdoor 
adventure movement worldwide.

HoneyRock’s campus is located on 800 
acres in the Wisconsin Northwoods on a 
chain of 28 lakes and the Nicolet National 
Forest. Check out HoneyRock’s programs  
at wheaton.edu/HoneyRock.

HoneyRock repositioned 
as Outdoor Center for 
Leadership Development

richness of what goes on here and the 
vast amount of giftedness across a wide 
array of disciplines.” Greg hopes to give 
every faculty member the opportunity 
to be interviewed. Excerpts of the 
interviews also air hourly on WETN 
radio, notes John Rorvik, manager of 
event and media production. 

These interviews delve into topics such 
as the best novels by George MacDonald 
according to Dr. Rolland Hein ’54, 
professor emeritus and a George 
MacDonald scholar; a few of literature’s 
finest works on pastoral ministry, from 
Dr. Leland Ryken hon and Dr. Philip 
Ryken ’88, as presented in the book, 
Pastors in the Classics, which they co-
authored with Todd Wilson; and the 
need for Christian discernment in the 
field of psychology from Wheaton’s 
Provost, Dr. Stanton Jones.

Listen to the interviews at www.wetn.
org/inside.

A Call for letters and diaries written by U.S. Military Chaplains

The Wheaton College Archives & Special Collections, through its Schmale Military Chaplains 

Collection, has sought to identify Christian military chaplains and to gather their stories. 

Initially, this collection focused on the U.S. Civil War, but the Archives plans to expand these 

holdings to document the service of others in later wars and conflicts. If you are aware of 

letters or diaries from a chaplain (not necessarily a Wheaton graduate) that could be donated 

to the Archives & Special Collections, please contact David Malone at special.collections@

wheaton.edu.
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Since its founding more than 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been both wise in the management of financial 
gifts as well as forthright in its accountability for those gifts. If you would like a copy of our latest audited financial 
statement, you may download it from our website at http://www.wheaton.edu/disclosures/financial-audit-information. 
You can also write Patrick Brooke, Senior Director of Financial Operations, 501 College Avenue, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IL 60187, or call 630-752-5190.

Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year July 1, 2012–June 30, 2013

Endowment Market Value and Spending

Balance Sheet Highlights 2012-13  2011-12  2010-11 2009-10 
Total Assets  $ 723,981,000 $ 667,570,000  $ 675,486,000 $ 624,819,000 

Net Assets Unrestricted 253,474,000  233,707,000  240,774,000   192,831,000 
 Temporarily Restricted 161,236,000 139,548,000  148,165,000  155,705,000 
 Permanently Restricted 141,241,000 129,283,000  122,978,000 111,264,000 

 Total Net Assets $ 555,951,000 $ 502,538,000  $ 511,917,000 $ 459,800,000 

Operating Highlights
Tuition and Fees  83,205,000 78,790,000  75,097,000 71,510,000 
Scholarships  (26,465,000) (25,378,000)  (23,467,000) (22,047,000) 

 Net Tuition and Fees  56,740,000 $ 53,412,000  $ 51,630,000 $ 49,463,000 

Auxiliary  20,468,000 19,741,000  19,270,000 19,227,000 
Gifts and Grants  32,315,000 21,821,000  24,888,000 27,061,000 
Endowment Spending 14,781,000  14,652,000  14,921,000   15,876,000      

Educational and General Expenses $ 96,891,000 $ 95,063,000  $ 89,995,000  $ 87,954,000 
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Endowment:  $352.5 million
The endowment contains those assets of the 
College permanently invested to support College 
programs. The purpose of the endowment is 
to generate a dependable stream of income 
and provide a reserve of institutional resources. 
The investment objective is to maximize total 
return over the long term within acceptable risk 
parameters.

The endowment increased 13% to $352.5 
million as of June 30, 2013. The increase was 
driven by 15% investment returns and $8.7 
million of gifts and net transfers, partially offset 
by $14.8 million of spending withdrawals. 
Endowment per student increased to $125,269 
compared to $112,928 as of June 30, 2012.
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Two new degrees  
replace the M.A. in  
Clinical Psychology
In the past, graduates who earned 
master’s degrees in clinical psychology 
could pursue licensure as marriage and 
family therapists (LMFT). In recent 
years, however, various state licensing 
boards instituted rule changes that have 
made this difficult. Prospective students 
have also demonstrated increasing 
interest in specialized training in 
marriage and family therapy from a 
Christian perspective. As a result, the 
M.A. in Clinical Psychology degree 
was replaced by two master’s degree 
programs that meet separate licensure 
standards: Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, and Marriage and Family 
Therapy. 

Entering its second year under director 
Dr. David Van Dyke ’91, the M.A. in 
Marriage and Family Therapy program 
added two new assistant professors of 
psychology, Drs. Hana Yoo and Jacob 
Johnson. Launched last September with  
a group of 18 graduate students, the  
MFT program provides rigorous 
academic experience and clinical training 
in collaboration with local agencies 
such as Outreach Community Center, 
Lawndale Christian Health Center, and 
TriCity Family Services. 

“What is unique for our MFT 
students is the relational focus, service 
to the underserved, and the Christian 
distinctiveness of the program,” says 
Dr. Van Dyke. “There is a significant 
need within society, the church, and 
the mission field for God-honoring 

Thanks from alumni missionaries . . .

Austria: “Our family is the richer for all the 

wonderful books you have sent over our 22 years 

in Austria! Thank you so very much for increasing 

our effectiveness as missionaries.”

Singapore: “Thank you for the gifts I have been 

receiving every year for many years. I have  

read them and blessed others by passing them  

on to some of my friends so that they in turn can 

be blessed to be a blessing!”

Indonesia: “Many thanks to the trustees and  

the publishers, and to all the authors and those 

who worked to prepare and send the books.”

Zimbabwe: “You don’t know how much I always 

look forward to these gifts! I’m in a very remote 

area, which is getting more and more difficult  

as I age (now 78), and I always appreciate what 

is sent.”

relationships. Divorce rates, broken 
relationships, and emotional struggles are 
evident in the news and within the pews 
of churches.”

Dr. Van Dyke’s immediate goal for the 
MFT program is to have it accredited 
by the Commission on Accreditation for 
Marriage and Family Therapy Education. 

Thus far, the MFT’s initial cohort 
has shown a clear sense of purpose and 
passion for their future ministries. “Many 
of our students are missionaries and will 
be working with both missionaries and 
national families,” says Dr. Van Dyke. 
“We have international students who 
will return to their countries of origin 
to work with individuals, marriages, and 
families. We have a few that are interested 
in continuing on to get their Ph.D.s to 
research and teach.”

This Christmas, 400 alumni families serving 

as missionaries in 70 countries will receive 

gifts from Wheaton’s annual Missionary  

Book Mailing, thanks to publishers who 

donate books and to individuals on Wheaton’s 

Board of Trustees who give the funds for 

shipping costs. This year’s package includes 

five books: Follow Me: A Call to Die, a 

Call to Live by David Platt (Tyndale House 

Publishers); Bible Stories that End with  

a Hug! by Stephen Elkins and Simon Taylor-

Kelty (Tyndale House); Raised with Christ: 

How the Resurrection Changes Everything  

by Adrian Warnock (Crossway Books);  

The Emancipation of Robert Sadler by Robert 

Sadler, with Marie Chapian (Bethany House); 

A Reader’s Guide to Caspian: A Journey 

into C. S. Lewis’s Narnia by Leland Ryken 

and Marjorie Lamp Mead ’74, M.A. ’06 

(InterVarsity Press).

The 2013 Missionary Book Mailing
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Bingham assumes post as 
associate dean 
The Biblical and Theological Studies 
Department welcomed its new associate 
dean, Dr. D. Jeffrey Bingham, in July. 

Dr. Bingham’s areas of specialization 
include patristic theology, history of 
the reception of the Bible, history of 
biblical interpretation, second-century 
Christianity, and Irenaeus. He brings 
extensive intercultural experience to 
his role, having lived in Venezuela, 
Madagascar, Thailand, Argentina, Qatar, 
Nigeria, Tunisia, and Italy.

According to Dean of Humanities 
and Theological Studies Dr. Jill Peláez 
Baumgaertner, Dr. Bingham understands 
the needs of both faculty and students. 
“He speaks fluently the language of 
both biblical scholars and theologians, 
and of both undergraduate and graduate 
students. He will be able to create vision, 
encourage his colleagues, represent 
Wheaton well in the evangelical world, 
and lead the department to a position of 

f A C U lT y  N E W S

prominence in it.”
Dr. Bingham is a graduate and former 

department chair and professor of 
theological studies from Dallas Theological 
Seminary. He previously taught at Criswell 
College and served as assistant dean 
for theological studies and professor of 
historical theology at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Bingham’s published work includes 
Irenaeus’ Use of Matthew’s Gospel in 
Adversus Haereses, Pocket History of the 
Church, and The Routledge Companion to 
Early Christian Thought. He is also general 
editor of the monograph series The Bible in 
Ancient Christianity and consulting editor 
for the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology.

Bieber Lake named to  
Kilby Chair
The English Department has appointed 
Dr. Christina Bieber Lake to the 
Clyde S. Kilby Chair, recognizing her 
contributions to scholarly literature 
and her ability to inspire and mentor 
students. The Kilby Chair was established 
at Wheaton in 1982 to honor beloved 
professor and former English department 
chair Dr. Clyde S. Kilby hon, who 
conceived the Marion E. Wade Center, 
Wheaton’s research collection on C. S. 
Lewis and six other British authors.

Dr. Bieber Lake’s work on Flannery 
O’Connor has been widely published and 
well received. Recently she has explored 
fiction’s response to posthumanism. Her 
book Prophets of the Posthuman: American 
Fiction, Biotechnology, and the Ethics of 
Personhood was released in September 
by the University of Notre Dame Press 

Welcome, New Faculty
Row 1: Aimee Barbeau, political science; Sylvie Goutas, foreign languages; Betsy Sigsbury Leong ’07, education; Karen Chamberlain 

Felker ’93, education; Ann Swindell ’06, English; Hana Yoo, psychology; Sarah Kornfield  ’07, communication; Sara Vroom M.A. ’11, 

education. Row 2: Jim Beitler ’02, M.A. ’04, English; Jovanka Koo, biology; Mary Lederleitner M.A. ’97, Institute for Cross-Cultural 

Training; Marc Cortez, biblical and theological studies; Mark Jonas, education; Jim Hoyman, military science; Laura Yoder, HNGR; 

Kim Sasser, English. Row 3: Jake Johnson, psychology; H. Jim Keener, biblical and theological studies; Karen Johnson, history; 

Steve Oberg, library; Cliff Williams ’64, philosophy; Steve Pollard, military science; Sandy Richter, biblical and theological studies. 

Row 4: Paul Condrell, foreign languages; Jeffrey Bingham, biblical and theological studies; Nate Thom, applied health sciences.

Dr. Christina Bieber Lake

Dr. D. Jeffrey Bingham

WHEATON news
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and examines what it means to live 
in a dehumanized world shaped by 
technology.

According to English Department 
Chair Dr. Sharon Coolidge ’72,  
Dr. Bieber Lake excels at generating 
discussion at a deep level. “Christina 
also makes a significant contribution 
through mentoring students and touches 
them in ways that extend far beyond 
the classroom and far beyond Wheaton. 
She truly honors the memory of Clyde 
Kilby and the way he connected with 
students.”

Dr. Bieber Lake delivered the Clyde S. 
Kilby Inaugural Lecture on September 
12. She addressed the pitfalls of 
consilience, the effort to take a reductively 
scientific approach to the humanities, 
and she recommended interdisciplinary 
cooperation as the best way for the 
liberal arts to move forward.

Growing Together
Members of Wheaton’s A Rocha International chapter conceived of a 
community garden in 2010-11 as a way to reclaim dormant land on campus. 
For several years, the club focused on improving the soil in a plot between 
the Meyer Science Center and the Leedy softball field. Their vision came 
to fruition this summer, as the A Rocha Community Garden produced its 
first crop. Students were invited to partake of the harvest, which included 
sweet corn, zucchini, carrots, tomatoes, squash, beans, beets, pumpkins, and 
a variety of herbs and flowers. Some of the produce was purchased by faculty 
and staff, and some was donated to food pantries serving refugee families.

Thomas Leng ’14 was among the students who tended the garden over the 
summer. “I think that caring for the earth is a fundamental duty of Christian 
existence and of our life in this world,” he says. “Planting a garden and 
learning how to use whatever grows there in a creative way in the kitchen 
is but one part of a larger effort to serve this earth that we live on. It’s a 
powerful thing to live alongside a seed from its germination until it becomes 
a tasty zucchini or sweet blood-red beet.”

Students, faculty, and staff have witnessed the transformation of a once-
barren plot. Many are excited to participate and have been sharing ideas for 
future crops and projects, says Elsemarie deVries ’14, A Rocha treasurer and 
garden coordinator. “The community that was built around our working in 
the garden was one of the best I’ve ever experienced.”

 W H E A T O N     9

Stars performing under the stars

Shakespeare in the Park
As the new school year opened, Wheaton College’s Arena Theater collaborated with the Wheaton Park 

District for two outdoor evening performances of William Shakespeare’s comedy As You Like It. The venue 

was the beautiful, historic Memorial Park near downtown Wheaton.

Arena Theater’s performance featured Wheaton College alumni, many of whom have acted professionally, 

as well as current Wheaton students, forming a unique and diverse company able to embody the various 

ages and personalities represented in the play. Wheaton College theater professor Mark Lewis directed. 

Andy Mangin ’99, technical director of Arena Theater, says the challenges of doing theater al fresco—

lighting, sound, the elements—are all worth it to experience the magic of outdoor theater. “Shakespeare 

was intended for the masses, to be accessible, but sometimes his work gets locked in closed rooms. We’re 

excited to bring it out into the community to reinvestigate it. Plus, this play takes place in the Forest of 

Arden. It’s a lot easier to imagine a forest when you turn around and there’s an actual tree behind you!”  

Thomas Leng ’14 and Elsemarie 

deVries ’14 showcase the fruits of  

their labor—produce from the  

A Rocha Community Garden’s harvest.
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WHEATON sports

Pumped

Just 12 months after transferring to 
Wheaton, Dan Olsen ’15 had earned 
Division III All-American recognition as 
a Thunder wrestler and represented the 
United States at the 27th World University 
Games in Kazan, Russia.

He achieved all this even after stepping 
away from wrestling in 2008. Dan grew 
up wrestling, beginning at age four. He 
says, “My dad wrestled in high school 
and college. He started coaching both 
my brother and me when we were about 
five. He coached our club teams and also 
coached at our high school.”

After a three-year break from the sport, 
Dan attended a few training sessions in 
2011 led by Wheaton’s head wrestling 
coach, Jim Gruenwald. A two-time 
member of the U.S. Olympic Greco-
Roman wrestling team and a U.S. National 
coach, Gruenwald was the perfect mentor 
to bring Dan back into top form quickly. 

Dan says, “Once I met Coach 
Gruenwald, he got me fired up about 
wrestling and about coming to Wheaton.”

Returning to the sport had always 
been on Dan’s mind. He says, “I don’t 
know if I would have been able to thrive 
at another school like I have here. It’s not 
just wrestling; it’s the whole environment, 
including the brotherhood of the team. It 
helps throughout the grind of wrestling 
knowing that these guys will always have 
your back.” 

by Brett Marhanka, Athletics Communications Director

Dan Olsen ’15 credits Coach Jim Gruenwald with 
getting him ready to represent the United States at the 
World University Games in Russia.

“Dan put himself in a Christ-centered 
environment and has surrounded himself 
with the right people doing the right 
things,” Coach Gruenwald says. “We 
have focused on using Dan’s power 
and Greco skill to facilitate a better leg 
attack, wear on his opponent by being 
relentless, and capitalize on any throwing 
opportunities as opponents get sloppy. 
As with all the team, we go beyond just 
training Dan’s body, but have captured 
his heart and mind to serve God both on 
and off the mat.”  

Dan’s return to the sport as a member 
of the Thunder wrestling team started out 
well. He took third place at the season-
opening Messiah College Invitational, 
and in just his second week he won the 
title at 184 pounds at the Knox College 
Invitational. 

He began his 2012-13 season with an 
impressive 26-1 record. “I knew what 
good wrestling was. I also knew that I had 
not been wrestling up to my potential. 
I wasn’t half the wrestler I was until I 
started working with Coach Gruenwald.” 
He chalks up his success to practice and 
following his coach’s advice and plan, 
which paid off as Dan finished third at the 
NCAA Division III Midwest Regional 
to earn a spot to the NCAA Division 
III Championships in March 2013. He 
finished seventh at the Division III 
Championships in the 184-pound weight 

“I was losing 9-2 or 9-3, so I was down 

by a significant amount, and then I 

turned around and won the match,” says 

Dan Olsen ’15, recalling the emotional 

moment when this photo was snapped at 

the first dual meet of 2012. 
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class and was recognized as Wheaton’s first 
wrestling All-American since 2009. 

In May 2013 Dan participated in 
the 2013 ASICS University National 
Championship in Akron, Ohio. He 
finished in second place in the 84KG 
weight class of the Greco-Roman 
Championship. The winner of the weight 
class chose to represent the United States 
at the FILA Junior World Championships, 
and as a result Dan was selected to 
represent the United States at the World 
University Games in July. Dan earned a 
3-1 victory against Alaev Manukchekhr 
of Tajikistan in the opening round of the 
tournament. 

“I decided to just get after it and put 
pressure on my first opponent,” Dan says. 

“I ended up getting a headlock on him, 
and I didn’t pin him, but it got me some 
points. I just kept on him and won my 
first international match.” 

He then lost a 4-1 decision in the 
quarterfinals to Javid Hamzatau of 
Belarus. Hamzatau would go on to earn 
the bronze medal. 

“Dan’s greatest strength is being a 
competitor—he has proven himself to be 
a warrior on the mat. He is also mentally 
tough, physical, and coachable,” says 
Coach Gruenwald. “He very definitely has 
the potential to be a Division III National 
Champion and to have a successful 
international Greco-Roman career.”

Men’s Basketball
11/15 Blackburn  

11/16 Lee Pfund Classic 

11/19 at Loras   

11/22-23 at Al Van Wie/Rotary Classic  

 (Wooster, OH) 

12/4 U. of Chicago 

12/6 *vs. Hope  

12/7 *at Calvin  

12/14 Alma  

12/20 Northwestern (WN) 

1/2 at Washington U.-St Louis 

1/4 at Millikin  

1/8 Elmhurst   

1/11 Augustana  

1/15 at Carthage  

1/18 at Illinois Wesleyan 

1/22 North Park  

1/25 North Central 

2/1 at Augustana 

2/5 Carthage  

2/8 Millikin  

2/12 at North Park 

2/15 at North Central 

2/19 at Elmhurst   

2/22 Illinois Wesleyan 

2/28-3/1 CCIW Tournament  

* MIAA/CCIW Challenge  

(Grand Rapids, MI)

Women’s Basketball
11/15 **vs. Linfield 

11/16 **at George Fox  

11/19 at Aurora  

11/22 Whittier  

11/23 St. Mary’s (IN)  

11/30 UW-Whitewater  

12/4 U. of Chicago 

12/7 Roosevelt  

12/14 at Clarke  

12/31 at Loras  

1/4 at Millikin  

1/8 at Elmhurst  

1/11 Augustana  

1/15 Carthage  

1/18 at Illinois Wesleyan 

1/22 at North Park 

1/25 North Central 

1/29 Ill. Institute of Technology

2/1 at Augustana 

2/5 at Carthage  

2/8 Millikin  

2/12 North Park  

2/15 at North Central  

2/19 Elmhurst  

2/22 Illinois Wesleyan 

2/28-3/1 at CCIW Tournament  

** George Fox Tip-Off Tournament 

(Newberg, OR)

Wrestling
11/2 at Messiah Invite 

11/7 at U. of Chicago 

11/9  at Knox Invite 

11/14 at Alma (MI) 

11/19 Elmhurst  

11/23 at Concordia (WI) Open 

12/7 at Milwaukee School  

 of Engineering  

12/14 at North Central Invite  

12/20 at Concordia (WI)  

1/4 at Lakeland (WI) 

1/11 at Spartan Mat Classic (IN)

1/18 Wheaton Duals 

1/21 North Central  

1/31-2/1 Pete Willson-Wheaton  

 Invite 

2/18 at U. of Dubuque  

 Jim Fox Open 

2/20 at CCIW Champ.  

3/1 at NCAA Midwest Champ. 

3/14-15 at NCAA Div. III Champ.  

 (Cedar Rapids, IA) 

Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming

11/1 UW-Milwaukee 

11/2 U. of Chicago  

11/9 at Calvin  

11/22-23 at U. of Chicago Invite 

12/6-7 Wheaton Invite 

1/11 Wheaton Quad Meet 

1/18 at Carthage  

1/25 at U. of Illinois-Chicago 

1/31 at Olivet Nazarene 

2/1 Illinois Wesleyan and   

 North Central 

2/13 at CCIW Champ. 

3/19-22 at NCAA Div. III Champ.

Men’s and Women’s 
Indoor Track & Field

1/31 at Carthage College 

2/7-8 at Keck Invitational   

 (Bloomington, IL) 

2/14 at Chicagoland Women’s  

 Championships   

 (Bloomington, IL) 

2/15 at Chicagoland Men’s   

 Championships (Naperville, IL)

2/21 at North Central  

 Cardinal Classic 

2/28-/31 CCIW Indoor T&F   

 Championships  

 (Bloomington, IL)

Wheaton Thunder Winter Sports Schedule

Home contests are in 
bold. For a complete 
listing of radio, video, and 
cable broadcast schedules 
for all Thunder sports, visit 
http://www.wheaton.edu/
WETN/WETN-Live. For live 
in-game statistics and the 
latest news in Wheaton 
Athletics, visit http://
athletics.wheaton.edu



After three days snorkeling over seagrass beds and coral reefs off the  

coast of Belize—and sighting spotted eagle rays, squid, and barracuda— 

Dr. Ray Lewis’ marine biology students were ready for an in-ocean quiz.  

This meant locating more than 30 different fish, invertebrates, algae, and 

plants so the 19 students could swim by each organism, noting their 

identification on plastic slates. 

“They all remarked afterward that this was one of the most amazing 

and unique tests they had taken,” says Dr. Lewis, associate professor 

of biology, who co-led the spring break trip with geology professor and 

department chair Dr. Stephen Moshier. Biology lab associate Coreen 

Ogilvie also accompanied the group, lending special help with the marine 

specimens and lab instruction.

In preparation for field study, students learned to snorkel in Wheaton’s 

swimming pool and took a marine biology course co-taught by Dr. Nadine 

Rorem, professor of biology. The students put their classroom learning 

into practice in the Caribbean, breaking into four research groups and 

exploring topics that could be addressed by observing organisms in 

their environments. The groups investigated fish, conchs, sediments, and 

species richness. They presented their findings in April at the Associated 

Colleges of the Chicago Area Student Research Symposium.

        Tes t ing  the Water s



WHEATON view
        Tes t ing  the Water s
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Lasting 
RetuRns
With Wheaton’s liberal arts education  
on their resumes, graduates of 2013 launch 
into careers and calling.

INTRO by DR. JeffRy C. DavIs, assOCIaTe PROfessOR Of 

eNglIsh, DIReCTOR Of The WRITINg CeNTeR, aND DIReCTOR 

Of The INTeRDIsCIPlINaRy sTuDIes PROgRam

The debate about the relative worth of 
an undergraduate degree has intensified in 
recent years. With a slow economic recovery, 
2013 graduates know that good jobs do not 
come easily. Competition in the marketplace 
remains fierce. any imprudent expectation 
of finding the perfect position right out of 
college must be tempered with realism and 
perseverance. 

Noting that in the workforce today there 
are more than a million retail sales clerks 
with a four-year undergraduate degree, scott 
Carlson, writing for The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, recently asked whether or not an 
undergraduate degree even merits the time 
and money anymore. 
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Kendall Vanderslice ’13 
PasTRy assIsTaNT IN The bOsTON aRea    

My primary goal for the future is 
to work toward making sustainable 
food available to all socioeconomic 
classes.”

ryan anderson ’13
fIRsT-yeaR meDICal sTuDeNT aT mayO meDICal sChOOl

Dr. Hess . . . provided an example of  
someone living out his faith as an active 
research physician.”

“

andrew Thompson ’13
fellOW WITh The ORegON leaDeRshIP  
DevelOPmeNT INsTITuTe

Community is absolutely essential to thriving.”

“

“

Frances Griswold ’13 
gRaD sTuDeNT aT CeNTRal WashINgTON uNIveRsITy  

geology is my way to impact  
god’s kingdom.”

irma casTañeda ’13
COmmuNITy WORkeR WITh The IllINOIs 
sTuDeNT assIsTaNCe COmmIssION  

there’s nothing more empowering 
than education.”

Jeremiah cooGan ’13
gRaDuaTe sTuDeNT aT uNIveRsITy Of OxfORD   

i hope that my research on the textual 
transmission of scripture will prompt both 
the church and academy to think more 
carefully about what we mean when we  
say ‘scripture.’”

“

“

“



Nel Noddings—an educational philosopher, 
decorated teacher, and mother of ten—describes 
two societal expectations that have led us to this 
place in higher education: first, a push for increasingly 
specialized programs of study; and second, a demand 
for solid economic return on investment (ROI) for 
a degree. Nevertheless, she believes the liberal 
arts approach to learning proves to be something 
of incomparable value. according to Noddings, 
“That spirit aims at the development of wisdom, an 
understanding of the good life and moral character, 
and aesthetic appreciation.” 1 

but are such things worthy and sufficient goals for a 
college education? most of my senior seminar students 
seem to think so. The question “What are you going to do 
with it?” (referring to their english degree, in particular, 
and their liberal arts education, in general) is often 
posed to these students. They tended to agree that 
their education already has done something valuable 
to and for them—it has shaped their god-given gifts and 
passions for the art of living all of life well, preparing them 
to serve effectively in any number of life roles. “What I 
choose to do with my life, which entails more than just a 
job,” explained one student, “should be an expression of 
who god has made me to be.”  

The theological concept of a calling—a Christian 
vocation that in the literal sense of the word requires 
the disciple to hear the voice of god for direction—
appeals to most of my students. It represents a spiritual 
reality that, more often than not, becomes evident over 
time, in community with others, and through prayerful 
discernment. The exercise of one’s Christian vocation 
may or may not have a direct correlation to a career; 
however, its actualization requires the yearning to be 
prompted by god, the faith to believe that he will lead, 
and the courage to take holy risks in using talent for 
others. 

as the six students featured on these pages illustrate 
so vividly, a Christian liberal arts education should 
ideally promote the discovery of a Christian vocation 
and, in so doing, provide lifelong returns on the initial 
investment.
1 “Renewing the Spirit of the Liberal Arts,” by Nel Noddings. The Journal of General 
Education: Vol. 62, No. 2-3 (2013), pp. 77-83.

by alaNNa fOxWell-baRaJas ’06

Frances Griswold ’13 
gRaD sTuDeNT aT CeNTRal WashINgTON uNIveRsITy    
maJOR: geOlOgy

during March of her sophomore year, Frances awoke to her 
roommate’s frantic attempts to call home to Japan after the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami. The family was safe, but the ensuing 
conversations and prayers instilled a desire in Frances: to help create 
better warning systems to prevent the large-scale loss of life such as that 
which most recently occurred in Japan, Haiti, and Southeast Asia. 

“Geology is my way to impact God’s kingdom,” she says, noting that 
her goals have shifted since coming to Wheaton. “I took geology my 
freshman year because I needed to have a science credit and didn’t want 
it to have anything to do with blood,” she says. Two weeks into that 101 
course, she declared geology as her major.

Frances visited her roommate Marisa Foxwell ’13 in Japan, meeting 
many of the survivors and witnessing the massive landscapes of rubble. 
She saw evacuation zones below safe elevation levels, where people 
had gathered and were washed away. “By looking at previous tsunami 
deposits, the shape of the land, the shape of the ocean floor, we can create 
better evacuation routes and know where people have to reach in order 
to be safe.” 

Awarded a prestigious summer internship with the United States 

Frances
Griswold ’13 
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Geological Survey last summer, Frances studied volcanoes of the 
Pacific Northwest, specifically Mt. Hood, Mount St. Helens, and the 
Three Sisters. She helped install a new seismic station on the south 
side of Mount St. Helens. By helicopter, the team brought in a small 
solar-powered hut and set up the buried seismometer, as well as radios 
and transmitters. All seismic activity is now transmitted to a center in 
Vancouver, Wash., that monitors for earthquakes and ground swelling—
triggers that could point to volcanic activity or destructive earthquakes. 

“Natural disasters are very difficult to predict, but when we look for 
patterns, growth in the dome, gas emissions, and other changes, we get 
better at keeping people safe and informed.”

Frances began a graduate school program at Central Washington 
University this fall to further her expertise in natural disasters. She will 
likely travel to the Aleutian Islands for her fieldwork, and hopes to lead a 
new generation of focus on tracking and preparing for natural disasters.

Kendall Vanderslice ’13
PasTRy assIsTaNT IN The bOsTON aRea     
maJOR: aNThROPOlOgy

on the outskirts of Boston, a farm that practices sustainable 
techniques sells its produce in a small shop on the premises. Next to 
fresh vegetables and preserves rests a tempting array of pastries made 
from the farm’s fresh fruit in season. With her degree in anthropology, 
Kendall bakes these pastries—when she’s not working at Zebra’s Bistro 
and Wine Bar, a restaurant boasting sustainable and local ingredients.

Kendall entered Wheaton with all sorts of ideas of what she wanted 
to be and do. She considered going to culinary school but decided to 
earn a bachelor’s degree first. She contemplated a number of majors, but 
then took the advice of advisor Dr. Brian Howell, who suggested a trip 
to the College’s bookstore. Once there, she picked up whatever books 
looked interesting, and then determined courses based on these choices, 
which led to her major in anthropology. In this way, Kendall began her 
journey to connect her loves: food and human nature. 

Others may question the connections between culinary arts and 
anthropological research—not Kendall. She weaves the two like a loaf 
of challah. “The big questions for me are: How do we understand the 
food we eat today? and What makes food ethical?” she says. 

For her senior capstone project, Kendall worked with a group of young 
women petitioning to add a campus house dedicated to sustainable living. 
She taught these fellow students about ethical eating. Together they 
developed strategies for partnering with the campus food vendor, Bon 
Appetit, and educating the larger community about sustainable living. 
She also taught them how to make some food from her own repertoire.

Upon graduation, Kendall thought again about attending culinary 
school, but the executive chef of the restaurant where she now works 
encouraged her to join his team, to bring her passions along with her to 
learn and grow on the job. “My primary goal for the future is to work 
toward making sustainable food available to all socioeconomic classes,” 
she says.

Jeremiah cooGan ’13
gRaDuaTe sTuDeNT aT uNIveRsITy Of OxfORD     
maJORs: aNCIeNT laNguages, bIblICal aND TheOlOgICal sTuDIes,  
aND geRmaN

Graduating summa cum laude with a triple major, Jeremiah Coogan 
is not your typical “Buswell bookworm.” He runs distance races, is a 
qualified technical mountain climber as well as a certified lifeguard 
and rescue swimmer, and achieved second place in the ROTC Cadet 
Ranger Challenge in the fall of 2009. But his real love is language—
particularly languages that help us understand the Bible better.

“I hope that my research on the textual transmission of Scripture 

Kendall 
Vanderslice ’13
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will prompt both the church and academy to think more carefully 
about what we mean when we say ‘Scripture,’” Jeremiah says, “and 
about the impact of translation and early transmission.”

Jeremiah began learning Latin in middle school and started 
studying German in high school. Once at Wheaton, he added 
Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, and Coptic. He spent a semester 
in Tübingen, and also participated in a week of intensive seminars 
with one of the best Septuagint scholars in the world, Dr. Jan 
Joosten, at the Septuaginta Unternehmen in Göttingen, Germany.

As a junior scholar with The Green Scholars Initiative, 
Jeremiah was part of Professor Karen Jobes’ Wheaton College 
team identifying, preparing, and publishing a koine papyrus from 
the Septuagint for The Green Scholars Initiative: Papyrus Series to 
be published by Brill. He spent three weeks in Oxford this past 
summer doing further work on this publication. He has been 
invited by the general editor to contribute a lexical article to the 
Historical and Theological Lexicon of the Septuagint, Vol. 2 
(Mohr Siebeck: Tübingen, forthcoming 2016). 

As a Hastert Center Research Scholar, Jeremiah co-authored 
an essay with Professor Bryan McGraw, “A Shifting Evangelical 
Conversation on Political Economy,” and co-presented it with Dr. 
McGraw at Notre Dame. He also delivered an academic paper at 
meetings of the Midwest Society of Biblical Literature.

Beginning two years of fully funded graduate study at the 
University of Oxford, Jeremiah plans to focus on the Septuagint 
and other early versions of the Bible. He aims one day to teach 
languages and conduct research in Septuagint and textual criticism. 
“I hope to be able to share my love of the languages with students, 

Jeremiah 
cooGan ’13

andrew Thompson ’13
fellOW WITh The ORegON leaDeRshIP DevelOPmeNT INsTITuTe 
maJORs: COmmuNICaTION (JOuRNalIsm CeRTIfICaTe) aND sPaNIsh

while a senior at Wheaton, Andrew Thompson attended the 
2013 National Prayer Breakfast by invitation from the National 
Student Leadership Forum. “The experience was incredible,” he 
says, “chiefly because I met individuals from around the world—
including leaders from Norway, Guatemala, and India—and many 
from the United States.”

It was there that he also met the director of the Oregon 
Leadership Development Institute (OLDI), who encouraged him to 
apply to the Fellows Program in Portland, Ore., where he is today. 
Andrew sees this program as a fulfillment of a gentle tug that began 
as he worked his way through Spanish and journalism classes, and 
mentored other students as a resident assistant at Wheaton. 

opening doors for them to understand Scripture and the ancient 
world in which it was written and read,” Jeremiah says. 

Jeremiah and Sarah (Carter) Coogan ’13 were married on 
September 7. “Not surprisingly,” he says, “we met in the library.” 
Sarah also plans to study at Oxford for a one-year master of studies 
(MSt) degree starting in the fall of 2014. She then hopes to earn a 
Ph.D. and someday teach at the collegiate level.
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One of the first two graduates to earn Wheaton’s new journalism 
certificate, he spent his junior year interning for a nonprofit 
organization and for Christianity Today magazine. He had two 
stories published in print and several more on the Christianity Today
website—in English and Spanish.

Conducting interviews, and research, and writing stories while 
completing his senior capstone classes fanned the desire to use 
writing to spark change in his environment, as well as the desire to 
learn better how to live for Christ. 

Now part of a one-year internship taking the concept of 
integrating faith and learning to the next level, Andrew is living 
with five other young men in the program. He works four days a 
week for a lobbying firm called Thorn Run Partners and one day 
a week focuses on service at a homeless ministry as well as spiritual 
development initiatives. 

He sees this new chapter as an extension of things he started as 
a student at Wheaton. Through the internship, he is paired with a 
mentor and will also participate in several retreats, the 2014 National 
Prayer Breakfast, and a weeklong international service trip. 

His plans for the future include living abroad in a Spanish-
speaking country, working in a corporate communications 
setting, and living in community with a small group of believers. 
“Community is absolutely essential to thriving,” he says.

irma casTañeda ’13
COmmuNITy WORkeR WITh The IllINOIs sTuDeNT assIsTaNCe COmmIssION     
maJORs: sOCIOlOgy aND sPaNIsh

“There’s nothing more empowering than education,” says Irma 
Castañeda. A first-generation college graduate, Irma learned 
English at school and spoke only Spanish at church and at home. 
“For most of my life, I had these two separate worlds that I 

floated in and out of. Over time English became my dominant 
language, and because my mom grew up in rural Mexico and 
spoke only Spanish, it became very hard for us to understand one 
another,” she says. 

After having to trudge through the FAFSA application process 
by herself and learn the college-going procedures through 
trial and error, once at Wheaton, Irma applied to work for the 
BRIDGE (Building Roads to Intellectual Diversity and Great 
Education) program to help other prospective students not have 
to go it alone. BRIDGE is a means for Wheaton to connect with 
first-generation minority or low-income college-bound students 
in the Chicago area. 

BRIDGE Program Director Veronica Ponce ’08 became a 
mentor, as did Dr. Henry Kim, associate professor of sociology. 
Through BRIDGE, her coursework, and a semester abroad 
in Nicaragua, Irma not only prepared for life ahead, but also 
gained a new appreciation for her family. 
“I did a rural home stay in Nicaragua that showed me how 

andrew 
Thompson ’13

irma 
casTañeda ’13
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ryan anderson ’13
fIRsT-yeaR meDICal sTuDeNT aT mayO meDICal sChOOl      
maJOR: busINess/eCONOmICs

ryan Anderson began considering a career in medicine in 
high school after his good friend, David, was in a traumatic car 
accident. He watched his friend recover slowly—progressing 
from a medically induced coma, to regaining motor skills, and 
ultimately, graduating from high school on time. 

“Watching that process was formational for me. I had 
never really seen the huge impact that physicians can have on 
someone’s quality of life.”

Once at Wheaton, Ryan connected with Wheaton alumni 
and volunteered at clinics to learn more about the situations 
he’d be facing in the future as a physician. 

He spent two summers as a research student working with 
Erik Hess ’97, an emergency medicine physician at Mayo 
Clinic. From Erik, Ryan gained a holistic appreciation for 
research and its effect on health care delivery. He participated 
in research dealing with improving the efficiency of treating 
chest pain in the emergency department.

“Dr. Hess also provided an example of someone living out 
his faith as an active research physician,” Ryan says.

While most pre-med students come from biology or chemistry 
tracks, Erik (a philosophy major) helped Ryan understand 
the value of studying other fields in college. So Ryan stayed 
with his business/economics major and continued to see 
points of relevance. “Given the current challenges in health 
care, it’s important to understand the pillars of business and 
economics.” 

hard life had been for my mom, and Dr. Kim helped me process 
the bicultural experience.” 

After graduation Veronica recommended Irma for a job with 
the Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC), where as a 
community worker, Irma is now part of the outreach program, 
ISACorps. She conducts presentations for students considering 
college, helps them fill out applications and apply for financial 
aid, and shows them the value of further education and available 
opportunities. 
“I studied sociology while I was at Wheaton because I was 

interested in what I could learn about confronting societal 
inequalities and overcoming obstacles,” she says. “Having grown 
up in an immigrant family, I have a heart for these communities 
and would like to see these kids have the same kind of advocacy 
and support that I received.”

ryan  
anderson ’13

Also while at Wheaton, Ryan volunteered for two years at 
Bolingbrook Christian Health Center, a primary care center 
for the uninsured. Working with Clinic Director Sue Davis 
’91, he came to appreciate the deep need for physicians who 
will serve the underserved with compassion and empathy. 

Between these two hands-on experiences and mentoring 
from professors like Drs. Jennifer Busch (biology), Bruce 
Howard (business), and Becky Eggimann (chemistry), Ryan 
solidified his interests. 

Now a first-year medical student at Mayo Medical School, 
Ryan hopes to someday practice in academic medicine and 
contribute to improving our healthcare system. 
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Dave Teune ’74, director 
of gift planning services, 
received the Alumni 
Association’s 2013 
Distinguished Service to 
Alma Mater Award during 
Homecoming Weekend, 
October 4-5.

As an aspiring secondary education history teacher during his senior 
year at Wheaton College, Dave Teune ’74 received a last-minute 
reassignment. Originally scheduled to be a student teacher at Wheaton 
Central High School, he was instead put in charge of a class of 
seventh-graders at Monroe Middle School.
“I like to say it was seventh grade that sent me straight to law school,” 

says Dave, who quickly became disillusioned when he discovered that 
most of the 12-year-olds under his tutelage didn’t share his passion  
for knowledge. 

So Dave decided to change career paths. He took the Law School 
Admission Test and went on to study law the following fall. Dave 
graduated with a J.D. from Chicago’s John Marshall Law School 
in 1977 and earned his LL.M. in taxation from I.I.T. Chicago-Kent 
College of Law in 2008. 

After practicing law in Chicago and Northbrook, Illinois, for  
five years, Dave returned to Wheaton College in 1982 as planned 
giving counsel. Though he describes himself and his Wheaton  
friends as “a cynical bunch, like many other college students in the 
early seventies,” he says. “It was  the ethos of Wheaton—the 
intellectual, Christian environment—that made it an attractive place  
to return to.”

In 1983, he transitioned to the College’s Investment and Trust 
Department as associate investment manager. He became investment 
manager in 1984 and served as legal counsel from 1992 to 1994. In 
1994, Dave returned to the fundraising arena as director of Wheaton’s 
Gift Planning Services. In 2000, he also assumed the roles of  
director, general counsel, and secretary for the Wheaton College  
Trust Company.

As director of Gift Planning Services since 1994, Dave has been 
instrumental in expanding Wheaton’s historically robust planned 
giving program, serving in both administrative and fundraising 
capacities. He has proven to be a highly regarded resource to donors, 
administrators, and fundraising staff with a singular gift for creatively 
coaching them through complex gift and estate planning strategies. 

Law has indeed proven to be a good fit for Dave. Lenore 
Callahan, who serves as office coordinator in Gift Planning Services 
and has worked with Dave since 1997, says he seems content  
when ensconced in his office, surrounded by piles of law books.

Over the years, Dave has appreciated the opportunity to see 
Wheaton’s commitment to furthering Christ’s Kingdom lived out 
through the lives of students, alumni, parents, and friends.

He feels privileged, for example, to have witnessed Wheaton’s 
mission at work within the life of his own daughter, Molly Teune 
Denton ’09. 
“I could see the growth in my daughter’s faith and intellectual 

development,” he says. “I could appreciate the incredible young 

the Man with a Plan
by Dawn Kotapish ’92
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in total harmony and trust with him; we have felt like we’ve had 
major-league-level advice at every point. Wheaton has a gem  
in Dave Teune. Clearly, his work for Wheaton is his ministry for  
the Lord.”

An instrument of Christian ministry, Dave’s work has even served 
as a vehicle of matrimony.

In 1979, Lenore Callahan’s mother, Ruth Carlson, employed Dave 
via a local law firm after her husband’s death that year. She liked 
him so much that she engineered a plan to introduce Dave to Mary 
Wilterdink, a fellow choir member. 

Ruth convinced Mary, who lived in the same apartment complex 
as Dave, to deliver him a plate of homemade cookies. Dave jokes 
that Mary brought the cookies by on Christmas Eve, hoping that 
he wouldn’t be home. But he was indeed home, and the two were 
married in 1982. In addition to Molly ’09, they are parents to an adult 
son, Jonathan. 

As for Dave’s career at Wheaton, his three-decades-long investment 
promises to leave a lasting legacy.
“Dave has a strong sense of Wheaton’s key place in today’s culture,” 

says Mark Dillon. “He thinks holistically about the mission of 
Wheaton College. Because of his diligence and care for hundreds of 
alumni and others, Dave’s impact will be felt at Wheaton College  
for many years to come.” 

women around her, who will be her lifelong friends—young women 
whose faith puts mine to shame.”

Similarly, Dave enjoys interacting with Wheaton alumni and 
friends. 

“Contact with our donors really refreshes me,” he says. 
“They’re interested in the same things I’m interested in—integrating 
faith and learning, being a witness for Christ. It’s very inspiring.”

Recently, for example, he met with a California couple who,  
after discussing supporting Wheaton via the eventual sale of their 
rental building, spent an equal amount of time in animated  
dialogue about ways to apply Christian apologetics to contemporary 
culture. 

This kind of interaction has encouraged Dave in his work at 
Wheaton. It has also helped him get through times of personal 
struggle when he found himself questioning his place at the College 
or his effectiveness in his role. “The freshness of these relationships 
has helped reignite my enthusiasm at low points,” he says. 

Dr. R. Mark Dillon, vice president for advancement and alumni 
relations, has worked with Dave since arriving at Wheaton in 1994. 
He appreciates—and knows that Wheaton’s donors also appreciate—
Dave’s uncompromising integrity and commitment to excellence.
“Fundamentally, those who want to give to Wheaton know that 

Dave is looking out for their best interests,” says Mark. “They have a 
deep level of trust in his knowledge base and integrity.”  

Lenore Callahan agrees. “Dave always works hard to find the best 
option for the individual. He is never willing to separate the gift 
from the giver,” she says. 

Trustworthy, knowledgeable, and humble—these are a few of  
the words that colleagues and donors consistently use to describe 
Dave.
“Dave’s humble spirit is apparent to all who have worked with him,” 

says Dr. David Johnston ’65, who worked at Wheaton from 1977 
to 2009, most recently as senior vice president for finance. “He has 
worked mostly behind the scenes, where he has not sought personal 
recognition for his significant accomplishments.”

Brian Oxley ’73, M.A. ’75, an entrepreneur, businessman, and 
Wheaton donor since 1997, says Dave isn’t the stereotypical lawyer. 
“He is patient, understanding, humble. He’s a great sounding  
board who always listens. And that’s remarkable, because I think  
I’ve given him more Wheaton College lectures than any professor 
there.”

Like Brian, Dr. Barrett Anderson ’50, an orthodontist who 
has sought out Dave’s assistance with a number of complex sales 
and charitable trust donations over the years, appreciates Dave’s 
competence and personable approach.
“Dave is very bright, very trustworthy,” says Barrett. “Over  

the past 15 years, my wife, Regis, and I have felt we were working  

Dave Teune ’74 and his 
family at his daughter’s 
wedding on August 7, 2011. 
From left: Jonathan Teune, 
Andrew Denton, Molly Teune 
Denton ’09, Mary Teune, 
and Dave.
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tiMothy ’10 and aSharae Brundin Kroll ’10

by Jeremy Weber ’05

    
An end to slavery?  

Alumni in the fight against human 
trafficking suggest finding ways to use the 
talents we already have to help the staggering 
number of slaves in the world today—
estimated at 27,000,000.  

In July 2012 Emily Goldberg ’10 (center) 
returned to Cochabamba, Bolivia, where 
she spent her HNGR internship while 
at Wheaton. Emily is pictured here with 
some of the girls who reside at the Casa 
Albergue, a ministry of Mosoj Yan that 
takes girls out of dangerous situations 
and helps educate and train them for life 
off the streets.
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another 20,000,000 are trafficked within their national borders. 
International Justice Mission (IJM) estimates that 27,000,000 slaves exist 
in the world today—more than during all four centuries of the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade combined.

Such daunting statistics could lead would-be activists to wonder 
where—or whether—to even begin addressing the problem. But many 
Wheaton alumni have ideas. In fact, Kaign has a surprising take on the 
issue: “It’s so hopeful.”

It’s Illegal Everywhere
In 2004, Kaign left a successful 20-year legal career—in the vacation 
destination of Sedona, Arizona, no less—to join IJM, a human rights 
agency that works with local governments to rescue victims of  
trafficking, prosecute perpetrators, and strengthen local laws and courts.  
He spent three years investigating and prosecuting cases of sex 
trafficking in Cambodia. Today he directs IJM’s newest field office in 
the Philippines child-sex-trafficking hub of Pampanga.

“A lot of problems in the world I wouldn’t begin to know how to 
solve—but this isn’t one of them,” says Kaign, who saw 102 traffickers 
arrested and 296 victims rescued in Cambodia. “Human trafficking is a 
crime. Adequate laws are on the books, but that is where they remain. 
The public justice systems are broken and don’t protect the poor.”

So while IJM may draw the most attention for its undercover rescues 
of trafficked women from brothels, it focuses on fixing the entire legal 
process. “We are running cases of human trafficking through these 
public justice systems, diagnosing where they are broken, then designing 
projects to actually fix them,” says Kaign. “We increase the capacity 
of the police and prosecutors and social workers and judges in these 
systems to make them actually work more effectively for the poor.”

Results have been encouraging. After three years in the Philippines 
city of Cebu, IJM managed to reduce the number of available minors 
in the sex industry by 79 percent. Kaign hopes to achieve a similar 
reduction in Pampanga, where the sex industry has even more people 
under 18 years of age (nearly 8 percent) than Cebu did.

“We’re the first to say a law enforcement approach isn’t the only 
approach,” says Kaign. “But it is a necessary component, and it is effective.”

Advocacy and Recovery
Other organizations advocate for victims and help them recover, a 
necessary complement to prosecution. 

Talmage is CEO of Hagar International, a Christian organization 
that provides protection, recovery, and community reintegration for 
women and children rescued from trafficking and other human rights 
abuses. Last year, Hagar supported 1,000 women and child victims 
of trafficking, domestic violence, and exploitation in Cambodia, 
Afghanistan, and Vietnam.

After years spent doing humanitarian work in Asian countries, 
Talmage saw a niche that needed to be filled. “I saw a gap in the 

It was a rather audacious goal: photograph 50 weddings in 50 states 
in 50 weeks. But Jonathan and Michelle Oxley Hoffner ’07 dedicated 
2012 to pulling off what they called the Fifty Nifty project. The 
couple has long connected their wedding photography business to 
deeper causes. Through their latest project, they donated $1,000  
per wedding to help open a safe house for victims of sex trafficking in 
the Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa.

The Hoffners typically shoot between 20 to 25 weddings in a given 
year. But they loaded up their Honda Fit, put their Minneapolis 
apartment on Craigslist, and hit the road. They put 50,000 miles on their 
car—and one weekend even flew coast-to-coast for back-to-back 
weddings in Martha’s Vineyard and Seattle. They ended up photo-
graphing 40 weddings in 24 states, including the weddings of three 
Wheaton couples, and raised almost $52,000 (thanks to some outside 
donors)—enough to operate the She Dances safe home for a year.

“Tying together human trafficking and wedding photography isn’t 
exactly a natural fit,” says Jonathan. “But people all over the country 
showed tremendous support for the cause.”

What the Hoffners tapped into—aided by wedding and social justice 
publications that spread the news of the Fifty Nifty project—was 
society’s increasing awareness around one of the world’s most pressing 
problems: human trafficking.

The Misperceptions and the Scope
A relatively new term for a broad set of longstanding human rights 
issues, human trafficking has surged to the top of today’s social causes, 
taking the prominent place of awareness recently held by microfinance 
and girls’ education. But beneath the trendiness is a complex mess.

Essentially it encompasses the worldwide trade in humans— 
in other words, the coerced recruitment, transfer, and use of people  
for the purpose of exploitation (often sexual or forced labor).

“The prototypical case is a child in Southeast Asia,” said Kaign 
Christy ’80, one of many Wheaton alumni involved with addressing 
trafficking. “One parent becomes incapacitated, the family becomes 
desperate, and a trafficker will recruit the child with the promise of 
a lucrative job in another province. And it’s not until they arrive in 
the new area that the child is forced into prostitution and doesn’t have 
other alternatives.”

Yet misperceptions abound. “The common misperception is that 
most trafficking is about sex and about girls,” said Talmage Payne ’92, 
another alumni expert. “But most trafficking is labor-based. And boys 
are a big part of victims of sexual abuse.” For example, research by his 
organization, Hagar International, found that in Afghanistan boys are 
at more risk of sexual exploitation than girls.

What is clear is the worldwide scope. The United Nations estimates 
that trafficking in persons is a $32 billion industry and the second-
largest source of illegal income after illegal drugs. Nearly 2,500,000 
people from 127 countries are trafficked into other countries, and 
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Emily returned to Mosoj Yan in July 2012 to research her dissertation for 
a doctorate in clinical psychology from George Fox University.  
Her subject: identifying the factors that correlate with resilience among 
teenage girls recovering from street life and sexual exploitation.

“Mosoj Yan’s program is excellent and sees about an 85-percent 
success rate of girls who go on to live successful, joyful lives off of the 
streets,” says Emily. “However, there is tons of heartbreak, frustration, 
and sadness over the 15 percent of girls we can’t seem to reach. It’s not 
as clear-cut as you would think. It’s not just that girls with the ‘worst’ 
pasts don’t do well and girls with less obvious trauma succeed.”

For two weeks, Emily gave the girls psychological tests measuring 
their resilience and collected data on their pasts. Now she is examining 
the data for connections and hopes to publish her findings to help not 
only Mosoj Yan, but also other organizations.

nonprofit sector to do high-quality recovery work for people who had 
sustained extreme human rights abuse and need very individualized 
long-term protection and care,” he says. 

So while most aid organizations focus on disaster relief, public 
health, or agriculture, Talmage built one around psychology, social 
work, law, advocacy, and social enterprise. “Hagar was an opportunity 
to build an organization very good at taking an individual person with 
complex personal, social, and legal problems and helping them recover 
and get back to community,” he says.

Shaima, for instance, was a teacher in Afghanistan before she was 
deceived and forced into sex work and then found guilty of “running 
away from home.” Through training from a Hagar coalition, a 
government official identified her as a victim rather than a criminal, 
and as a result, a police investigation uncovered an international 
trafficking ring. Hagar continues to work to ensure that Shaima, now 
21, receives the care she needs.

The Beautiful Dream Society supports a shelter for trafficked 
women in the small mountain nation of Lesotho in southern Africa, 
where Karin Sandstrom M.A. ’08, a trauma psychologist, spent the 
past two years working as program director. 

“My job at its most basic level is to hold out hope for people, 
because often they don’t have hope for themselves,” she says. “I don’t 
know how non-Christian counselors do it. But I’ve seen amazing 
changes in people when they start releasing anger and extending 
forgiveness. It’s easily the most rewarding thing I’ve ever done.”

Prevention: Dignified Work
Sarah Aulie ’04 runs Hand & Cloth, a nonprofit that partners with 
local organizations to offer dignified work to vulnerable women in 
Bangladesh, an export country for the illegal trafficking industry. After 
a visit to Kolkata, India, Sarah wanted to help girls whose mothers 
worked in red-light districts. She saw an opportunity to harness local 
blanket-making traditions and sell the textiles to American consumers.

Sarah ended up shifting her partnerships to Bangladesh and now is 
helping on the preventive side. Many of the women in Kolkata’s  
red-light district were trafficked from Bangladesh, so providing 
dignified work in a region vulnerable to trafficking is a way to help 
fewer women end up in the brothels.

“Prevention is happening,” says Sarah. “If women have work, they 
are less likely to follow a trafficker to the city for a job.”

Research: On Resilience
Emily Goldberg ’10 spent her HNGR internship with Mosoj 
Yan, a residential home for street girls in Cochabamba, Bolivia. The 
organization is one of the HNGR program’s longest-running 
placements, having hosted 13 Wheaton students over the past 15 years.

Above: Young women in Kolkata teach 
Sarah Aulie ’04 the Kantha stitch. 
Center three photos, pages 24 and 
25: Timothy ’10 and Asharae Brundin 
Kroll ’10 traveled to Bolivia with Emily 
Goldberg ’10 to photograph everyday 
life at Casa Albergue, a residential 
home where girls who have been 
abused or lived on the streets find 
safety, education, and the means 
for holistic transformation. Page 25: 
(top) Talmage Payne ’92 (right) with 
co-workers from Hagar International; 
(bottom, left) Wedding photographers 
Jonathan and Michelle Oxley Hoffner 
’07 raised $52,000 to help victims 
of sex trafficking in Honduras; 
(bottom, right) While in Lesotho, 
Karin Sandstrom M.A. ’08 did some 
prevention and awareness work in 
orphanages.
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Everyone Can Help
These are just a few of the Wheaton alumni whose work addresses 
human trafficking. The problem may be vast, but all say the solution  
is just to start somewhere.

“The issue of trafficking sounds so big and so overwhelming, and it 
is,” says Emily. “I’m not good at thinking at a macro level, but I can be 
committed to this one community and hopefully use my resources to 
bless them.”

“It’s in our American culture that we have to ride out with a quick 
fix. But our biblical worldview teaches that it’s okay sometimes to just 
be present in that darkness with someone, without all the solutions. God 
is still present,” says Talmage. “Some of it is about showing up—but 
bring your brains and courage. We don’t have all the answers, but we 
can be professional and entrepreneurial. I would rather be standing up 
against the darkness instead of not showing up because I can’t figure  
it out.”

Kaign believes all alumni can get involved, even if they’re not  
lawyers or social workers. One example: building social demand to 
generate political will to address the problem. “The one thing every 
American has is influence,” he says. An IJM-led petition recently helped 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act not only get reauthorized by 
Congress, but also improved.

Another opportunity: volunteering our skills to an existing group. 
Sarah launched Hand & Cloth as a small project, but thanks to “tons”  
of other Wheaton alumni who donated their time and expertise  
with business, marketing, and legal help, Hand & Cloth has thrived. 
Sarah is now working to find similar products in other nations.

“The Wheaton community has built Hand & Cloth,” says Sarah. “It’s 
like the body of Christ—when everyone has different skill sets, whether 
accounting or business expertise, then wonderful things can happen.”

Another starting point: focusing on the labor side of trafficking by 
paying attention to the source of what you wear, eat, and buy. “This 
consumer movement, asking, ‘Where does my T-shirt come from? 
Where does my food come from?’ is really valuable and important,” says 
Talmage. “The ability of somebody in Wheaton to influence children 
available for sex in Ho Chi Minh City is pretty limited. But who is 
growing your tomatoes in Florida? And where does your chocolate 
come from? Efforts to go into the supply chain are useful. You don’t 
always have a choice, but when you do, make a good one.”

For current students, Talmage’s advice is even broader. “What’s the 
right college major to fight human trafficking? It doesn’t matter,” he says. 
“What are you passionate about? Study it and get really smart and go find 
ways to get involved. People with expertise in business, art, psychology, 
law, and other professions are all needed in recovery work overseas.”

“The question is: What do you have in your hands?” says Kaign, 
citing the biblical examples of Moses’ parting the Red Sea and Jesus’ 
feeding the 5,000. “It really does matter to God that we use what he’s 
put in our hands to help those whose hands are empty. The starting 
point is to offer whatever you have to God, and he can multiply it.”
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the First Antiphon

o wisdom, proceeding from 
the mouth of the Most High, 
pervading and permeating all 
creation, mightily ordering  
all things:  come and teach us the 
way of prudence.

the  meditAtion

   
  rudence is not a word 
we love.  It inhibits our choice.  
We prefer the allure of tinsel 
and artifice, the relentless 
tug toward the flesh
of a paltry beauty.

And we inhabit a planet
of uncertainty.  
Who is the friend 
and where the enemy, 
as we are pulled
this way and that?  
We extend our hand 
or should we fight 
instead?

Now Wisdom speaks,
parsing, separating,
reordering, steering us
from quicksand’s brink,
the enfleshed Word
steady on firm terrain.
We balance there
between yes and no.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

o God with Us, Come!
poetiC meditAtions by dr. Jill peláez bAUmGAertner,   

the deAn oF hUmAnities And theoloGiCAl stUdies,   

meld with the prAyers And A hymn oF the ChUrCh   

lonG pAst, to enriCh personAl, FAmily, And 

ConGreGAtionAl worship dUrinG todAy’s seAson  

oF Advent.

           p

                       t Christmastime we sing “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” in joyful expectation of the birth of our  
Lord Jesus Christ. This beloved hymn is the translation by  
John Mason Neale (1818-1866) of a 12th-century Latin 
hymn based on the “Great O Antiphons,” seven brief prayers 
of the ancient church. 

The precise origin of the O Antiphons is unknown, but  
their antiphonal, or responsive, nature has given them a 
place in liturgical church settings for centuries, particularly 
in the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran traditions. 
The seven “Great O Antiphons” are intended for use during 
the final seven days of Advent (December 18-24). Each 
prayer addresses Christ the Messiah with a different Old 
Testament name that shows various facets of his Person and 
work: O Wisdom, O Adonai, O Root of Jesse, O Key of David, 
O Dayspring, O King of the Nations, O Emmanuel. The 
sequence of the Antiphons progresses from Creation, through 
messianic prophecies, to the birth of Christ. 

Our hope is that these words would add to your worship  
and sense of wonder during the last seven days of Advent,  
as you celebrate the Incarnation of Christ the Lord and 
joyously anticipate his Second Coming. 
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the seCond Antiphon

o AdonAi and ruler of the 
house of Israel, who appeared to 
Moses in the burning bush and  
gave him the Law on Sinai:  come 
with an outstretched arm and 
redeem us.

     

the  meditAtion

  he Law sculpts our sin
in bas relief.  We trace
its outline, rehearse
its shape, feel once again
its heft.

We cannot rest easy
watching Moses face 
the heat of the bush,
removing his shoes
on hallowed ground.

Our shoes remain.
We are rooted here
but desperate to weave
in and out for old
advantages.  

We crave release,
the spring of warmed
muscles, Adonai’s
arm outstretched.
Redemption.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

t

the third Antiphon

o root oF Jesse, standing 
as an ensign before the peoples, 
before whom all kings are mute,  
to whom the nations will do 
homage:  come quickly to deliver us.

     

the  meditAtion

   
      ere in the dust 
we are astonished
by the root’s tenacity, 
the only life in a ruined
and dead land.  
It stirs underground,
pushes through rock, 
ferns curled,
leaves folded, 
buds tightly wound,
the bloom finally 
loosening and opening
in a place of broken 
images and dry breath.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.



the FiFth Antiphon

o dAysprinG, splendor of  
light everlasting: come and  
enlighten those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death.

     

the  meditAtion

      
   n December already at 4:00
in the afternoon, shadows overtake us
and only the treetops catch the last
slant of sunlight.  Then the darkness
deepens beyond all imagining,
this darkness of spirit which admits
no glimmer or ray.

Here in the sanctuary the Advent  
   candles,
lit one by one, week by week,
first pinpricks then lengthening  
   flame,
gather the light and focus it.

The days begin to lengthen  
   imperceptibly
and now, finally, is the time for new 
   light—
the faint dawn, the first, tiny signs.  
Now is the time for a paling sky,
pink at the tree line.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

the FoUrth Antiphon

o key oF dAvid and  
scepter of the house of Israel, you 
open and no one can close, you  
close and no one can open:  come 
and rescue the prisoners who  
are in darkness and the shadow  
of death.

     

the  meditAtion

   
     hackled in the obscurity
of our prison, locked in,
solipsistic, we see only
our own sin,
unable to escape 
our insufficiencies.

But the promise of release
has been there all along.
We pluck the key 
from our bosom
and the chains release,
the prison door opens.
There in our baptism
is our freedom.
All we have ever needed
to do is remember it.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

the sixth Antiphon

o kinG of the nations, the ruler  
they long for, the cornerstone  
uniting all people:  come and save  
us all, whom you formed out  
of clay.

     

the  meditAtion

      
  he Word that shaped creation
spun the dust, gathered the seas,
carved the clay, sparked the life.

This Word more than the un-Worded
words of careless speech.  This Word
the gospel, the cornerstone, the king
who shatters the darkness,
who gives sight, who becomes the bright
fleshprint of incarnation.

This is the remote become immediate,
the abstract made concrete, the dream 
become certain.  This is the birth-marked
Word that created our senses 
and opened them.  He breathes
on us and we live.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

tis  

Many thanks to Augsburg Fortress for granting permission to print excerpts from The Great O Antiphons:  
A Service for Advent, by Carl Schalk and Jill Peláez Baumgaertner (Augsburg Fortress, 2013). With seven motets 

composed for SATB voices by Carl Schalk, the book brings together the “Great O Antiphons,” choral presentations, 

poetic meditations, and congregational singing for the church and its people during the Christmas season. 28    w i n t e r   2 0 1 4



the sixth Antiphon

o kinG of the nations, the ruler  
they long for, the cornerstone  
uniting all people:  come and save  
us all, whom you formed out  
of clay.

     

the  meditAtion

      
  he Word that shaped creation
spun the dust, gathered the seas,
carved the clay, sparked the life.

This Word more than the un-Worded
words of careless speech.  This Word
the gospel, the cornerstone, the king
who shatters the darkness,
who gives sight, who becomes the bright
fleshprint of incarnation.

This is the remote become immediate,
the abstract made concrete, the dream 
become certain.  This is the birth-marked
Word that created our senses 
and opened them.  He breathes
on us and we live.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

the seventh Antiphon

o emmAnUel, our king and 
our lawgiver, the anointed of the 
nations and their Savior:  come and 
save us, O Lord our God.

     

the  meditAtion

  mmanuel, God with us,
knows what our flesh knows:
the itchiness of wool against skin,
the lingering taste of wine,
the glossiness of leaves after rain,
the press of earth clods underfoot,
the grit of sawdust on hands.

This is the mystery:
King and carpenter’s son,
Shepherd and Lamb,
God of Jacob and son of David.
With outstretched arms
he redeems us, the purple
of royalty and passion
emblazoning
the world’s darkness.

We await him.
Come, Lord Jesus.

i

o Come, o Come, emmAnUel

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who ord’rest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
reFrAin. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the Law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  reFrAin.

O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny
that trust thy mighty pow’r to save,
and bring them vict’ry o’er the grave.  reFrAin.

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.  reFrAin.

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  reFrAin.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease,
and be thyself our King of Peace. reFrAin.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.  reFrAin.

1

2

3

4

5

6 

7
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The footfalls of pilgrims past. It’s easy to imagine faint   
         echoes when walking along the paths to Canterbury, 
Santiago, or Jerusalem, where generations have trod. It’s likely 
many of these pilgrims were searching, just like pilgrims  
today, some simply for fun and adventure, others for forgiveness, 
hope, and communion with God. 

This idea of earthly pilgrimage—of a lengthy, at times arduous, 
journey—has long served as metaphor for the Christian journey. 
And for centuries, classics like Pilgrim’s Progress, first published 
in 1678, have reminded us all of our own pilgrim status on the 
journey toward the Celestial City. 

It is this same pilgrim status that has captivated the hearts and 
lives of three alumni who hope very soon to spend most of their 
time in the company of travelers. Nate ’97 and Faith Wen Walter 
’97 and Peirce ’03 and Christina Baehr are in the process of 
beginning hostels—Pilgrim House in Spain and Pilgrim Hill in 
Tasmania—to encourage travelers in their faith, to care for their 
physical needs, and to invite them to follow Christ. 

Pilgrims All
“For in their hearts doth Nature stir them so
Then people long on pilgrimage to go.”
—Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales

Pilgrim House, Spain 
“Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their 
hearts on pilgrimage.” —Psalm 84:5  (niv)
Nate and Faith Walter hope to soon receive consent from city 
officials to establish Pilgrim House as a welcome center in the spring 
of 2014. Santiago de Compostela is a historic destination for Catholics 
who come to pay homage to Jesus’ apostle, James, at the Cathedral of 
Santiago de Compostela. 

For more than 1,000 years, pilgrims have traveled El Camino de 
Santiago, or “The Way of St. James,” highlighted recently in the 
movie The Way. Since the time of Late Antiquity, priests at times 
ordered parishioners on pilgrimages as a penance after confession. 
And today for a variety of reasons, people from all walks of life and 
faiths traverse the 800-kilometer trail that begins in the French 
Pyrenees and ends on the northwest coast of Spain. The city of 
Santiago reported that last year more than 192,000 pilgrims received 
their “Compostela,” a certificate of completion of at least 100 
kilometers of the Santiago pilgrimage. 

Two of Wheaton’s Youth Hostel Ministry (YHM) leaders, Matt 
LeGrande ’14 and Steven Palladino ’13, hiked 150 kilometers of the 
Camino trail last summer, after stopping in to visit Nate and Faith 
in Santiago. (YHM is one of six programs offered by the Office of 
Christian Outreach.) Along the way, they spent a great deal of time 
walking with “nothing but the picturesque scenery and sounds of 
nature,” says Matt. 

Each night, they would partake in the “meal of the day,” a lavish 
three-course dinner with fellow travelers. Matt had the opportunity to 
ask deeper questions of a couple in their sixties, Bruno and Catolina, 
an agnostic from Switzerland and a Catholic from Brazil. He was 
surprised to learn that in their five years of marriage, they had never 
discussed life after death. “Catolina playfully told her husband that he 
needed to get his soul in check even as he assured her that we were all 
headed in the same inevitable direction,” says Matt.

Conversations such as this one are at the heart of not only the YHM 
experience, but also the hospitality ministries that Nate and Faith and 
Peirce and Christina hope to establish. 

All three alumni say the initial inspiration for their hostels came 
from summer mission experiences with YHM, a 42-year-old 
Wheaton program that has sent more than 600 students overseas 
in the summers with the goal of ministering to the traveling 
communities of Europe. 
“When students are involved in Youth Hostel Ministry, I am trusting 

that this experience will be transformational such that they live out 
a lifestyle of evangelism for the rest of their lives,” says Rev. Brian 
Medaglia, director of the Office of Christian Outreach.

Nate served not one but three summers with YHM, spending a 
grand total of six months backpacking in Europe, enough to build an 
understanding of the subculture of travelers. He says, “I love how in 
a short time, you may go deeper with a fellow traveler than you do 
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with your neighbors or coworkers after years of relationship.” 
For her part, Faith remembers an afternoon at The Shelter in 

Amsterdam when she began talking with a guest Two hours later, 
they had covered everything from faith and the Bible to original sin 
and redemption. “It was evident he was searching for something and 
thinking about God,” she says, noting that she hopes through their 
welcome center and hostel to have many more such conversations with 
future guests. 

Nate and Faith got to know each other through YHM, and it seems 
fitting that they plan to receive a team of YHM students at their 
welcome center next summer. Both remember talking with Wheaton 
friends about opening a youth hostel one day but neither felt the dream 
was realistic. 

Once married, they knew they wanted to serve cross-culturally, and 
so lived purposefully to pay off student debts and secure training. Nate 
worked for a benefits consulting firm in customer service, and Faith 
earned a master’s from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. Only then 
did they begin making inquiries into serving in Europe. 

They began exploring possibilities in Santiago with International 
Teams (ITeams), and within the last year, their team of two has expanded 
to eight people.
“Through the experience of watching God bring other workers to Pilgrim 

House, we’re constantly reminded, ‘That which the Lord originates, He 
orchestrates,’” says Faith, quoting Andy Stanley’s Visioneering.

Pilgrim Hill, Tasmania
“This place was built by the Lord of the hill for the relief and security 
of pilgrims.” —Pilgrim’s Progress

Interestingly enough, the seeds of the second hostel were planted along the 
very same Camino trail traveled by Matt and Steve last year. As a student 
himself, Peirce Baehr worked at The Fuente del Peregrino along the 
Camino de Santiago during his summer YHM trip. This hostel now serves 
as the closest model to what he and his wife, Christina, hope to achieve 
in Tasmania, an island state at the Southern tip of the Commonwealth 
of Australia. About the size of West Virginia, the picturesque island has a 

Clockwise, from top: Steven Palladino ’13 (left) and Matt LeGrande ’14  
visited Nate and Faith last summer. Nate and Faith have lived in Spain 
for 6 years with their children (from left): Matthew, Brennan, Faith, 
Kathryn, Nate, Ryan. The Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. Nate 
and Faith hope to open Pilgrim House Welcome Center in this building 
in Santiago. El Camino de Santiago winds through villages and 
Spain’s pastoral countryside. 
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Photo creditS: Jordan de hooG (clearinG the treeS Shot);  lili Baehr (StaKeS in the Ground Shot); JoShua laMont (SettinG taBle 
toGether); MarGaret SonneMann (faMily Shot).

booming tourism industry and a total population of about 510,000—
Australia-wide, McCrindle Research estimates regular church attendance 
at only 8 percent. 

Like Nate and Faith, Peirce and Christina have submitted their 
plans for development approval, and are actively raising funds with 
the hope of welcoming guests to Pilgrim Hill by the end of 2014. 

For Peirce, YHM also served as an introduction to the idea of 
hospitality ministry. He served at both The Shelter in Amsterdam 
and in Spain at The Fuente del Peregrino. At the Fuente, workers 
shared a free meal with guests each night. “People were so blessed 
by this kindness,” he says, adding that they plan to share a free meal 
with their guests in the same spirit. 

In Amsterdam he met a man who had been a male prostitute and 
had just come to Christ. “In watching the transformation in his life, 
the power of God’s work through a ministry of hospitality really 
struck home,” Peirce says, noting that the man later married.

After Wheaton, Peirce considered Bible translation after traveling 
to Papua New Guinea with SIL. “I loved my time in Papua New 
Guinea . . . singing with young folk under the stars on the beach at 
night . . . teaching card games to the kids in the dirt under  
their houses . . . but it’s the post-Christian west that grabbed my 

heart as profoundly needy for the gospel at this time in history.” 
A Spanish major at Wheaton, Peirce studied German at Middlebury in 

Vermont and then church history at Regent College in Vancouver. He 
met his wife, a harpist and singer from Tasmania, while she was on tour 
in the United States.
“Starting at 13, I knew I was going to go into ministry. The question 

has been how. It took meeting Christina for the pieces to fit together, 
and Pilgrim Hill was born,” Peirce says. Though he always thought 
he would wind up in Europe, “the pieces made so much more sense in 
Tasmania, where Christina already had a host of connections and knew 
the culture.”

Today the closest alternative lodging to Pilgrim Hill is a “carbon 
negative, posh, eco-retreat that runs sacred healing circles and various 
other spiritualist events.” Peirce and Christina, with their team of seven, 
offer something completely different: the gospel. 

Both couples understand that working with a transient population 
means they may not see the fruit of their interactions. Says Nate, “I know 
that with or without Pilgrim House some pilgrims are experiencing 
change. God is already present and at work here, and in the lives of 
everyone walking. Our goal is to be part of that journey and to do our 
best to encourage each pilgrim to move closer to Jesus.”

Clockwise, from top left: Evelyn 
(Eve) Baehr, age 5. Jarred Khu, 
principal of a local Christian school, 
volunteers to help clear the land. 
Stakes in the ground mark the site 
of the future hostel. Margaret (Meg) 
Baehr, age 3. Part of the couple’s 
ministry at Pilgrim Hill will involve 
hosting meals. 
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AlUmni association

Wheaton College
is saying farewell to a good friend  
and colleague who has served  
with distinction since 1994.  Dr. R. Mark Dillon hon, vice president for 
advancement and alumni relations, will begin a new chapter in January as 
executive vice president for mission advancement at the American Bible  
Society in New York City.

Mark’s professional contributions to Wheaton College are many. He successfully 
planned and executed the New Century Challenge (1996-2001) and the Promise 
of Wheaton (2006-2010) capital campaigns that resulted in hundreds of millions 
of dollars in gifts from alumni, parents, and friends. New and improved buildings, 
more scholarships, a larger endowment—Wheaton is strong in many ways 
because of Mark Dillon’s leadership.

In 2012, Mark wrote a book called Giving and Getting in the Kingdom: A Field 
Guide (Moody Publishers). It’s a blueprint for strategic fundraising that serves  
the body of Christ and advances the kingdom of God. I love this sentence tucked 
in the middle of the book: “Taking credit for God’s abiding, generous work on 
behalf of your ministry is unworthy of service in the kingdom.” I’ve worked closely 
with Mark for years, and this concept of not taking credit isn’t just theory to him. 
He is one of the most humble persons I have ever met. In fact, 1 Corinthians 
3:7 is one of Mark’s favorite Scripture verses: “So neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” 
Mark prefers to be in the background, quietly telling the Wheaton story and 
encouraging generous people to give to Wheaton because of the transformational 
work God is doing in the lives of Wheaton students. 

On behalf of the Wheaton College Alumni Association, it is my distinct privilege to 
thank you, Mark, for your service and for your servant’s heart, these nearly  
20 years. You will be missed. 

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch  

and Mark Dillon, on  

the stage in Edman Chapel,  

Homecoming 2009    

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82  
Executive Director, Wheaton College Alumni Association   
Interim Vice President for Advancement and Alumni Relations

AlUmni association

Alumni RelAtions

Vice President for 
Advancement  
and Alumni Relations
Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Alumni AssociAtion

President 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78  

President-Elect
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 

Past President
Christopher A. Jahns ’82  

Executive Director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor Emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni Trustee 
Representatives 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78
Paul T. Klobucher ’96  
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

Board of Directors Serving 
through 2014
Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75 
Erin Hoekstra ’04
Christopher Yuan, MA ’07 

Board of Directors Serving 
through 2015
John Biedebach ’89 
Jessica Min Chang ’12
Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87 
Tiffany Staples ’06

Board of Directors Serving 
through 2016
Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91 
David McDowell ’68 
Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93 
Susannah Schwarcz ’00 
Hythem Shadid ’79 
Renae Schauer Smith ’91  
Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 

Board of Directors Serving 
through 2017
Judith Briscoe Golz ’83 

20 years. You will be missed. 
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Kurt Tillman ’78 has an M.A. in American 
history from Northern Illinois University.  
He is a principal at Cedarstone Partners, 
Inc., a management consulting and business 
services firm. Kurt previously taught and 
coached high school for 20 years.  
He is an active member of Glen Ellyn 
Evangelical Covenant Church. Kurt and his 
wife, Meg Roberts Tillman ’81 (who  
is in the Athletic Hall of Honor), have three 
children: Steve ’11, Christa, and David ’18.  
Kurt has served Wheaton as a member  
of the President’s Green Paper Task Force,  
the GEL Strategic Planning Committee,  
the Mission Statement Task Force, and  
the Billy Graham Scholarship Committee. 

Introducing your new  
President & Board members 
Wheaton College
Alumni Association Board of Directors

The Alumni Association 
Board of Directors consists 
of 18 alumni representing 
every decade back through the 
1960s. Directors are selected 
by the existing Board through 
a formal nomination process. 
All alumni are invited to submit 
nominations for open positions 
by sending a completed form 
to the Nominating Committee. 
Forms can be found at alumni.
wheaton.edu/board-nom

Jessica Min Chang ’12  graduated from Wheaton 
with a double major in communication and 
Spanish. She currently works in the University 
Student Success Center at Trinity International 
University. At Wheaton she was involved in 
numerous activities and leadership roles, 
including that of student body president her senior 
year. Jessica is a member of The Orchard, an 
Evangelical Free Church in Barrington. Jessica is 
married to Raymond Chang ’07.

Judy Briscoe Golz ’83 received a master’s degree 
and doctorate in community psychology from New York 
University. She is an adjunct professor at Trinity  
Evangelical Divinity School and Trinity Graduate School, 
an international conference speaker, and has co- 
authored three books with her mother, Jill Briscoe. Judy 
has served on the board of Compassion International 
since 2004. She and her husband, Greg ’82, have 
three children: Drew ’12, Jordan ’14, and Stephen ’16. 
Judy has served on the Wheaton College Board of 
Visitors and the President’s Green Paper Task Force.

accePtIng 
Board 
nomInatIons 
for 
2014-2015

alumni association

Connect with us on Facebook for a chance to win a prize!  Post a photo of 
your family sporting Wheaton gear on www.facebook.com/wheatonalumni 
to be entered into a free giveaway. Include a #WheatonFam hashtag in 
your post. Three winners will be announced on Facebook and Twitter 
on February 1 and will receive an Alumni Association blanket, athletics 
backpack, stuffed Perry Mastodon, and Camelback water bottle. 

connect wIth 
us onlIne

Follow us at 
twitter.com/wheatonalumni

Like us at 
facebook.com/wheatonalumni

Network with us  
on Linkedin: 
Wheaton College (IL) Alumni 
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The remarkable family of George H. Beecher, 
a member of the Wheaton College class of 1860, included 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

by Keith Call, Special Collections Assistant 

“They were amusing, lovable, and outrageous,” wrote a biographer about the family 

of Lyman Beecher (1775-1863), a Congregational revivalist, abolitionist, and president 

of Lane Seminary. It was at their father’s knee that the 11 children in this Connecticut 

household learned the principles of a moral universe. Such an upbringing would lead 

several of them toward public service and renown, as each acquired a mature voice 

with a platform from which to address societal malaise. 

Henry Ward Beecher thundered against alcohol from his Brooklyn pulpit. Catharine 

Beecher championed education for females, while her sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 

torched the brittle tinder of anti-slavery sentiment with her 1852 novel, Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin. So influential were her words that Abraham Lincoln, meeting her, allegedly 

remarked, “So you’re the little lady who started this big war!”

Adventuring westernmost among the clan was Edward Beecher. Born in 1803, he 

studied divinity at Yale and Andover. In 1830 he accepted the presidency of Illinois 

College in Jacksonville, desiring to “educate and evangelize” the Mississippi Valley. Here 

he fearlessly supported abolitionist Elijah P. Lovejoy, whose Alton press was threatened 

by pro-South advocates, resulting in his 1837 martyrdom.

Returning to Boston in 1844, Edward Beecher soon relocated to Illinois as pastor of 

Galesburg First Congregational Church, associating with Jonathan Blanchard, Knox 

College’s president since 1845. When conflict arose between Blanchard and George 

Washington Gale, choleric founder of the city and the college, Edward defended 

Blanchard, as did his son George H. Beecher, a Knox student who led a rebellion 

against the opposition. 

Wary of tensions, Knox College fired Blanchard, whose departure allowed him to 

assume leadership of the cash-strapped Illinois Institute, later called Wheaton College. 

Instead of staying, George Beecher and two classmates moved north with President 

Blanchard, graduating in the 1860 Wheaton College Commencement, where the 

young reformer spoke on “The Theory of Popular Amusements.” Sadly, George’s life, 

full of promise, was cut short when he drowned while boating with cousins.

Despite distance, relations between Jonathan Blanchard and Edward Beecher 

remained strong. In fact, Edward was approached in 1868 to serve on the Wheaton 

College Board of Trustees, but he declined, citing his age and position with the 

Knox College administration. “Br. [Philo] Carpenter could do more for you than I,” 

he suggested to Blanchard. “If he will accept there is no one better.” Edward soon 

moved to New York to pastor Parkville Church. At 86 he suffered an accident that 

almost necessitated the amputation of a limb. “Oh, that’s all right, doctor,” he replied. 

“I always thought I’d rather like a wooden leg.” He died at 91 in 1895. 

Undoubtedly the Beechers were persistent, valiant, and farseeing, tackling slavery— 

among other ills—while maintaining a mostly consistent adherence to Christian 

orthodoxy. They belong to history as heroes.

meet one of wheaton’s earliest grads–and his Kindred

George H. Beecher, class of 1860

Below. In 1837, well before he founded Wheaton 
College, 26-year-old Jonathan Blanchard took 
notes in his journal as he listened to Lyman 
Beecher preach.

Photography: Courtesy of Wheaton College Archives 
and Special Collections
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homecoming!
1. Melinda Lowry Raymond ’08, 
Kent Raymond ’08, Coach Lee 
Pfund ’49, Randy Pfund ’74. 
2. Homecoming Chapel with Josh 
Ryken ’15, speaker Lisa Maxwell 
Ryken ’88, and President Philip 
Ryken ’88.
3. President Ryken, Alumnus of 
the Year for Distinguished Service 
to Alma Mater David Teune ’74, 
and Alumni Association President 

Kurt Tillman ’78.
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The 2013-14 
regional events are 
in these cities:

Chicago

Dallas

Denver

Durham (NC)

Grand Rapids

Portland

Seattle

The Twin Cities (MN)

Washington (DC)

Regional events are open to alumni, current and 
prospective students, parents, and friends of 
Wheaton College. These events provide a great 
opportunity to meet and connect with other 
Wheaties in your community.

To learn more, check the Regional  
Events schedule online at  
alumni.wheaton.edu/upcomingevents.

For more information,  
go to alumni.wheaton.eduA
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  Look for a Wheaton event 
  in your area

MAY9-10

Greece
Make plans today to explore the historical and  
biblical sites of Greece, following the footsteps of  
the Apostle Paul. This special tour is offered 
exclusively to Wheaton alumni, parents, and friends.

Contact our travel partner,  
Footstep Ministries,  
to preregister, 972-418-6103  
or footstepministries.org

May 30–June 13, 2014
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Celebrating  
classes of
1939  75th
1944 70th
1949  65th
1954 60th
1959 55th
1964 50th
1969 45th
1974 40th
1979 35th
1984 30th

alumni association



profile

corporate faith
by Jessica Allen Bernthal

How this alumni couple created 
opportunities to share Christ in 
the corporate world and at home. 

What’s the key to success 

in today’s marketplace? According to a 

recent Forbes article, it’s about cultivating a 

missional mindset—weaving a “culture of 

purpose” into the fabric of an organization 

and its employees.

This philosophy has guided George Kohl 

’76—senior managing director at the 

largest global commercial real estate 

firm, CBRE, Inc.—throughout his more 

than 30-year career. But for George, who 

went from being an aspiring bass guitar-

ist to assuming a high profile management 

position at a Fortune 500 company, there’s 

much more to it than that. It’s about using 

his position of influence to be a bold wit-

ness for Jesus, even in a capricious and 

potentially antagonistic business climate. 

George’s heart for evangelism prompted 

him to unite with a handful of Christian 

colleagues to launch the Commercial 

Real Estate Fellowship (CREF) nearly 

a decade ago. He describes CREF as a 

“gathering together of isolated embers to 

create a roaring fire for God.” In addition 

to hosting four monthly Bible studies in 

and around Chicago for professionals 

involved in all aspects of real estate (from 

CEOs to contractors), CREF has facilitated 

six “Alpha in the Workplace” discussion 

groups designed to address challenging 

faith questions in an open environment for 

those new to biblical Christianity. Deeply 

invested, George has led three of the six 

Alpha groups.  

“Everyone knows that faith is important to 

George Kohl,” says CBRE colleague Jeff 

Mann, who leads the CREF Bible study 

in Oak Brook, Ill. “He’s one of those guys 

that has a unique ability to carry Jesus 

right into the workplace. I consider him a 

mentor both professionally and spiritually.” 

Each year CREF sponsors an annual 

Christmas breakfast showcasing the orga-

nization’s work with partner ministries that 

serve a cross-section of vulnerable and 

under-resourced populations.  The impact 

has been profound. For example, several 

years ago one of the ministries, Fellow-

ship Housing, was running out of fund-

ing to provide services to single mothers 

and their children, until a CREF member 

stepped in to help host a fundraiser that 

raised more than $100,000. 

In addition to his work at CBRE and CREF, 

George and his wife, Judy Gration Kohl 

’79, host a vibrant house church that 

meets biweekly on Friday evenings.  

“My wife has the gift of hospitality,” says 

George, noting that most of their ongoing 

friendships are due to her gregariousness. 

A Conservatory graduate, Judy maintains 

a busy schedule of musical engagements, 

playing piano and organ. She also owns 

The Mustard Seed, a nonprofit fair trade 

store in downtown Lake Forest with a 

volunteer staff of 45. The shop offers 

handcrafted goods made by artisans from 

around the world. Judy herself grew up on 

the mission field in the Congo and Kenya; 

her father was the College’s beloved Inter-

cultural Studies Professor Dr. John Gra-

tion M.A. ’52; her mother, Dorothy, was 

on staff at the College for 20 years. 

George and Judy have four children, 

including Alexandra ’08 and Jessica ’13. 

Judy says, “We just live life, and God 

has allowed ministry to flow from that.” 

George adds, “Our goal is just to keep 

going and have a positive Kingdom impact 

along the way.”

alumni news

The Kohl family: George ’76, Alexandra ’08, George III, Jessica ’13, Maggie, and Judy ’79
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After coming to Chicago 

to find cheap drugs to satisfy his intense 

addiction and staying up for four days 

straight, Carl sat on a street corner 

completely broken. For 20 years, he had 

been in and out of jail, psychiatric wards, 

and treatment centers. Then on a cool 

April morning, he decided to go to the 

Pacific Garden Mission (PGM), and to 

accept the food and rest they offered. 

For David McCarrell, Sr. ’57, who 

retires this year after serving for 17 

years as president of PGM, serving 

men and women like Carl has been the 

greatest joy in leading America’s largest 

continuously operating rescue mission.

“It was a job he loved and hated to give 

up,” says David’s wife of 58 years, Judy 

Gedde McCarrell ’55. 

Before serving as PGM’s president, 

David worked as a member of the board 

for seventeen years, and spent nine of 

those years as chairman. He took on 

the role of president only after he retired 

from his first career—teaching high 

school physical education and coaching 

football.

Under his leadership, PGM introduced 

a career development program, a 

Polish ministry, and GED classes, and 

expanded the women’s and children’s 

classes and the men’s Bible study. He 

instituted the Bread of Life Ministry in 

2001, which organizes the sharing of 

the gospel and donation of food to those 

in Chicago’s government-subsidized 

housing projects every Wednesday. With 

his vision, the medical/dental clinic and 

the Gospel League Home have also 

undergone renovations to better meet 

the physical needs of patients. 

“It’s a busy place. We give out more than 

3,000 meals a day and sleep nearly 

1,000 people every night,” explains David. 

“And we don’t turn people away.” 

David first encountered PGM through his 

father, Dr. William “Billy” McCarrell, Sr. 

D.D. ’41, who was heavily involved in the 

ministry for more than 50 years. Pastor 

of Cicero Bible Church and a Wheaton 

College trustee, Billy had a heart for the 

people of Chicago. 

After serving in the military, David 

attended Wheaton, where he proposed 

to Judy, his high school sweetheart. 

While their four children were growing 

up, Judy stayed at home and later taught 

preschool for 20 years. The couple’s 

children include Caryn McCarrell 

Thornton ’82, David McCarrell Jr. ’84, 

the lighthouse keeper
by Marisa Foxwell ’13

Christine McCarrell Horner, and Cathryn 

McCarrell Kucera ’86. They also have 

two Wheaton grandchildren, Megan 

Thornton ’13 and Katelyn Thornton ’16. 

David remembers his Wheaton time 

fondly. He was strongly influenced by 

the leadership of President Edman. He 

also remembers, “Whatever we studied, 

whatever we were doing, we wanted to 

share our faith in Christ.” It’s a principle 

that he has carried with him. 

Philip Kwiatkowski, the new president of 

PGM, says of David, “He is approachable 

to everyone, whether you are homeless 

or executive staff. It is a blessing to be 

able to build on his great legacy.” 

From the start, David and his team 

emphasized the promise of Proverbs 

3:5-6. He says, “God directs our path 

and supplies for us in surprising ways. 

He still works in miracles.” 

For his part, Carl couldn’t agree more. 

He gave his life over to God, and now 

works for the Greater Life Ministries, 

ministering to guests in situations similar 

to those of his past. “PGM allows people 

like me—who had no hope or faith—to 

become healed and achieve things for 

God’s glory,” he says. 

Shortly before this issue 

of Wheaton went to press, 

we were saddened to 

learn of the death of David 

McCarrell. His life is also 

remembered on page 54.
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Like his dad before him, David McCarrell ’57  
spent many years caring for the  
homeless in Chicago through the Pacific  
Garden Mission, founded in 1877  
and known as the “Old Lighthouse.”



When she began her stud-

ies at Wheaton, Barbara Thomson Getz 

’75 thought she was training to be a high 

school counselor. 

Instead, after graduation she married 

Jack Getz, a Salvation Army officer, and 

joined the Army ranks herself (a require-

ment for married officers). After Bar-

bara completed her officer training and 

received her ordination, she spent the 

next three-plus decades as a Salvation 

Army officer—and only recently returned 

to counseling.

The couple’s first assignment took them 

to Indianapolis, where they started an 

inner city church and community center. 

Over the years, they worked across the 

Midwest in a variety of positions: pastor-

ing churches, teaching at the Territorial 

College for Officer’s Training (seminary), 

heading up community care programs, 

leading a regional youth ministry depart-

ment, and eventually administering all of 

The Salvation Army’s work in Minnesota 

and North Dakota. Always they were 

looking to answer the question, What 

can we do to help people in practical and 

spiritual ways? 

Over the years the couple moved fre-

quently. “I would guess we averaged a 

move every three years,” Barbara says. 

As a working mother, Barbara also 

had to balance infinite needs with finite 

resources. “I realized early on that I 

couldn’t be Wonder Woman,” she says. 

The moment of clarity came soon after 

their first daughter was born. Consumed 

with the Army’s Christmas ministries, she 

and Jack realized on Christmas Eve that 

they didn’t have their own tree up. “I had to 

learn that there were some things I could 

do, and others I couldn’t. And the lesson 

was learning to know the difference.”

After Barbara and Jack retired in 2008, 

she earned a master’s degree in counsel-

ing and currently heads the Officers’ Per-

sonal and Spiritual Development depart-

ment for The Salvation Army’s Southern 

Territory with the headquarters in Atlanta. 

In this role, she oversees the personal 

counseling, leadership and communica-

tion coaching, and pastoral care for about 

1,400 Salvation Army officers and their 

families. “All of my life has prepared me 

for this. It’s definitely the fulfillment of my 

passion, and the highest use of my experi-

ence,” she says. 

Despite Barbara’s significant administrative 

responsibilities, connecting at a personal 

level remains her focus. “She amazingly 

keeps regular follow-up contact with those 

in her care, encouraging and providing 

answers for fearful, wounded individuals,  

all of whom intuitively trust her and follow 

her lead,” says Wendy Gorton Hill ’87, a 

friend.

Recently when Barbara received a call 

from a couple who were packing to leave 

the ministry, she immediately drove several 

hours to meet with them, to listen and help 

them devise a plan to address the criti-

cal issues. “They just needed someone to 

understand their pain and frustration and 

to access the resources available to them,” 

Barbara says. Today the couple continues 

in effective ministry. 

Jack says, “She has literally saved lives 

and provided countless expressions of 

hope for people feeling there was none 

to be found.” In fact, Barbara says she 

makes a point of trying to leave people 

with hope—even if that means simply let-

ting them know she will stick with them. 

“That’s the wonder of Christianity,” she 

says. “There is always hope.”

full circle
by Liuan Chen Huska ’09

Almost four decades 
after graduation, 
Barbara Thomson 
Getz ’75 fulfills a 
lifelong dream that 
began at Wheaton.

Almost four decades 
after graduation, 
Barbara Thomson 
Getz ’75 fulfills a 
lifelong dream that 
began at Wheaton.

A Lieutenant Colonel with 

The Salvation Army, Barbara 

Thomson Getz ’75 leads 

the Officers’ Personal and 

Spiritual Development 

department of the Salvation 

Army’s Southern Territories. 

profile
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...Generations...
2nd Generation 

Row 1: Caleb Cochrum (Kent ’85 and Cindy Neff Cochrum ’85, parents); Josiah  Pederson 

(Dave ’83 and Debra Pederson ’86, parents); Luke Burkey (Alisa Mueller Burkey ’86, mother); 

Ellen Bazzoli (Fred Bazzoli ’02, father); Elizabeth Hancock (Jonathan ’83 and Beverly Liefeld 

Hancock ’84, parents); Nina Camillone (Nicholas III ’88 and Lynn Gregory Camillone ’88, 

parents); Abbie  Brigham (Andrew ’88 and Deborah Musil Brigham ’88, parents); Mackenzie 

Kennedy (Robert ’82 and Victoria Colquitt Kennedy ’83, parents); Jacob Biedebach (John 

Biedebach ’89, father); Max Carey (Randy Carey ’99, father). Row 2: Hannah Sohmer (David 

’91 and Julie Schmid Sohmer ’92, parents); Stephen M.K. Read (Stephen G. Read ’87, father); 

Joseph Tam (Linda Lau Tam M.A. ’86, mother); John McKenna (Steve ’83 and Lisa Barlett 

McKenna ’83, parents); Daniel Cerrato (Alfredo ’91 and Jennifer Baron Cerrato ’90, parents); 

Anna Burch (Beverly Grimm Burch ’73, mother); Glori Schaafsma (Michael ’89 and Nina Fiore 

Schaafsma ’90, parents); Rebekah LaRusso (Daryl ’79 and Elizabeth Hofstra LaRusso ’79, par-

ents); Abigail Schroeder (Jenifer Taylor Schroeder ’86, mother); Sarah Neubaum (Carla Zakaluk 

Neubaum ’92, mother); Katie Bjorlin (Brenda Gerdin Bjorlin ’88, mother); David Garringer 

(Pamela Clark Garringer ’84, mother). Row 3: Nathan C.H. Thielman (Nathan ’86 and Margaret 

Dunn Thielman ’87, parents); William Shaffer (Clinton ’84 and Virginia Davidson Shaffer ’84, 

parents); Cole Fritz (Kurt ’89 and Kristi Ramsland Fritz ’89, parents); Austin Patrick (Jim Patrick 

’73, father); Joshua Greene (Deborah Dixon Greene ’79, mother); Stephen C. Aiello (Steven 

L. ’88 and Jennifer Schuneman Aiello ’88, parents); Frank Aiello (Steven ’88 and Jennifer 

Schuneman Aiello, ’88 parents); Claire Bergthold (Heather Schieferle Bergthold ’88, mother); 

Chloe Derrenbacker (Bob ’87 and Cindy Stafford Derrenbacker ’87, parents); Karly Bothman 

(Michael Bothman ’83, father); Cecily Ober (David Ober ’83, father); Carl Jacobson (Charles 

Jacobson ’80, father); Josh Rowley (Russell Rowley ’86, father); Nathaniel Whitfield (Sheryl 

Lindquist Whitfield ’79, mother); Andrew Schoenbeck (Paul ’89 and Kristen Schry Schoenbeck 

’89, parents); Row 4: Casey Flitsch (Daniel ’90 and Rebecca Dutt Flitsch ’92, parents); Colin 

McLaughlin (Lynne De Groot McLaughlin ’88, mother); Brant Goodrich (Tracy Thibert Goodrich 

’92, mother); Andrew Acker (Mark ’85 and Lisa Grondahl Acker ’85, parents); Thomas 

Macolino (Marcie Hopler Macolino ’87, mother); Jeffrey Hill (William ’77 and Valerie Parr Hill 

’82, parents); Joseph Miser (Fred ’79 and Debra Krotz Miser ’79, parents); Skyler Aspegren 

(Philip ’87 and Jill Kroese Aspegren ’87, parents); Clarke Doig (David ’87 and Tami Brooks Doig 

’86, parents); Timothy McCollum (Jeff McCollum ’80, father); Ryan Acker (Matt ’90 and Laura 

Jones Acker ’90, parents); David O’Reagan (Mary Elizabeth Zitzman O’Reagan ’81, mother); 

Caleb Acker (Brett ’84 and Debra Petry Acker ’84, parents); Judson Stern (David Stern ’91, 

father); Dillon Morgan (Chuck Morgan ’75, father); Nathaniel Wright (Mark Wright ’78, father).

4th, 5th, 6th, 7th Generations. 
Row: 1 Rebecca Fox (Rick ’86, M.A. ’94 and Julie Scott Fox ’87, parents; J. Julius 

’56 and Florence Richardson Scott M.A. ’92, grandparents; LaVerne Schonert 

Scott ’31, great-grandmother); Heather Blasius (James Blasius ’82, father; Leslie 

Blasius ’23, great-grandfather); Carolyn Holt (Julie MacKinney Holt ’78, mother; 

Archie, Jr. ’51 and Shirley Schaefer MacKinney ’52, grandparents; Archie, Sr. ’27 

and Doris Hoops MacKinney ’28, great-grandparents); Gabrielle Joransen (Jim 

’60 and Ruth Arnold Joransen ’61, grandparents; Mildred Gravesen Joransen ’35, 

great-grandmother); Row: 2 Spencer Hees (Doreen Stephon Hees ’92, mother; 

Ken Hees ’56, grandfather; Mary Gash Thornton ’30, great-grandmother); 

Andrew Taylor (Heather Siml Taylor ’92, mother; Kenneth Taylor ’38, LITTD ’65, 

great-grandfather); Michael Kietzman (Timothy ’81 and Laurel Irish Kietzman 

’82, parents; Benjamin ’52 and Sylvia Sawyer Kietzman ’53, grandparents; 

John ’21 and Kathleen Sears Sawyer B.A. ’21, B.M. ’23, M.M.U.S ’25, great-

grandparents); Zack Johnston (Andrew ’88 and Amy Ver Hoef Johnston ’88, 

parents; David ’63 and Joy Reid Johnston ’62, grandparents; Raymen ’39 and 

Ruth Baumgartner Johnston ’39, great-grandparents).
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Gathman (Jonathan Gathman ’86, father; Stuart ’58 and Anne White Gathman ’57, grandparents); 

Julia Zeller (Jim Zeller ’81, father; Carol Halloin Zeller ’48, grandmother); Dana Henderson (A. Wesley 

Jensen ’53, grandfather); Hannah Westergren (Tim ’86 and Marilyn Joldersma Westergren ’86, parents; 

Cliff Westergren M.A. ’85, grandfather); Kelly Beardsley (Stephen ’83, M.A. ’86 and Karen Shannon 

Beardsley ’83, parents; Ralph ’53 and Dorothy May Shannon ’56, grandparents); Charissa Dornbush 

(Martha Anderson Dornbush ’80, mother; Wallace ’47 and Claire Logefeil Anderson ’49, grandparents). 

Row 3: Benjamin Smith (David ’83 and Carole Clark Smith ’83, parents; Albert Smith ’54, grandfather); 

MacKenzie Ward (Grace Ossentjuk Ward ’58, grandmother); Jenna Herskind (Mark ’89 and Joelle Meyer 

Herskind ’91, parents; Donald ’57 and Doris Maurer Meyer ’57, grandparents); Jenna Yount (Sharon 

Werntz Yount ’78, M.A. ’90, mother; Beverly Gundersen Werntz ’51, grandmother); Christi Anne Ng (Ruth 

Ellingson Ng ’83, mother; Bruce ’59, M.A. ’61 and Carolyn Cassel Ellingson ’58, grandparents); Graham 

Massot (Randal ’83 and Marcia Kennedy Massot ’83, parents; Charles Kennedy ’53, grandfather); Jacob 

Holstein (Eleanor June Filkin Taylor ’60, grandmother); Logan Treat (Ellen Rattasep Heath ’53, grandmoth-

er); Jeffrey Olsson (Tom ’89 and Jennifer Sweazey Olsson ’89, parents; Wally Olsson ’60, grandfather). 

Row 4: Johnny Peltz (Jeff ’81 and Nancy Swider Peltz ’78, parents; George Peltz M.A. ’75, grandfather); 

Jacob Zeller (Jim Zeller ’81, father; Carol Halloin Zeller ’48, grandmother); Benjamin Jones (Eric M.A. ’91 

and Laurie Fisk Jones ’89, M.A. ’91, parents; Gordon ’62 and JoAnn Pederson Fisk ’55, grandparents); 

Jack Engel (Andrew ’92 and Kristine Penner Engel ’91, parents; David Penner ’51, grandfather); Stephen 

Gunn (Daniel ’90 and Marjorie Curlin Gunn ’91, parents; Elizabeth Andrews Curlin ’67, grandmother); 

Jimmy C. Larkin (Jim ’74 and Sharon Ellingson Larkin ’82, parents; Bruce ’59, M.A. ’61 and Carolyn 

Cassel Ellingson ’58, grandparents); Silas Helm (David ’83 and Lisa Schmid Helm ’84, parents; Richard 

’55 and Andrea Morken Helm ’58, grandparents); John Limkeman (Dan Limkeman ’80, father; Kenneth 

Limkeman ’52, grandfather); Will Otto (Kemp ’90 and Rosalyn Ferris Otto ’90, parents; Robert ’61, M.A. 

’65 and Susanna Flinn Ferris ’61, grandparents); Benjamin Weidemann (Brian ’90 and Valerie Albrecht 

Weidemann ’00, parents; Donald Weidemann ’64, M.A. ’66, grandfather); Danny Bremer-Bennett (Theo 

Bennett ’92, father; Nelson ’65 and Marcee Essenburg Bennett ’65, grandparents).

3rd Generation. 
Row 1: Jacqueline Smith (Glenn ’85 and Beverly Hohm Smith ’83, parents; Will ’52 and Virginia 

Raedeke Hohm ’52, grandparents); Katie Bracy (Debra Bulicek Bracy ’90, mother; Joseph Bulicek, 

Jr. ’58, M.A. ’62, grandfather); Ellie Asay (Bonnie McCollum Asay ’53, grandmother); Mercy Rakow 

(Elizabeth Wahlbeck Rakow ’86, mother; Donna Frost Wahlbeck ’54, grandmother); Kelly Bradley 

(David Bradley ’78, father; Hank ’53, M.A. ’56 and Barbara Brown Bradley ’52, grandparents); Lauren 

Sutherland (Burt Sutherland ’44, grandfather); Anna Leston (Heather Mosher Leston ’94, mother; 

Muriel Hansen Mosher ’66, grandmother); Erica Forkner (Kent ’90 and Lisa Bennett Forkner ’91, 

parents; Peter Bennett ’60, grandfather); Caitlyn Ro (Jonathan ’89 and Faith Yang Ro ’87, parents; 

Bong ’62 and Alma Lai Ro ’62, grandparents); Melissa Wilkinson (Donald Wilkinson ’82, father; 

James Dunkerton ’58, grandfather). Row 2: Ann Bacon (Bryan ’85 and Susan Christensen Bacon ’86, 

parents; Harold Christensen ’54, grandfather); Gareth Phillips (John ’80 and Brenda Blount Phillips 

’81, parents; Jack Phillips ’60, M.A. ’63, grandfather); Ellen Wertz (Richard Wertz ’84, father; Jennifer 

Good ’85, mother; Marilyn Nussbaum Good ’59, grandmother; Robert Wertz ’56, grandfather); Lauren 

new freshmen—sons and daughters of alumni
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Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

facultybooks

Dr. Kathryn Long
associate professor of history
People of Faith: Christianity in America
(Institute for the Study of American 
Evangelicals, 2012)  
Dr. Long provides expert commentary in 
this award-winning DVD about people, 
events, and controversies in the history of 
the American church.

Dr. Philip Ryken ’88
president
Kingdom, Come!
(Crossway, 2013)
Dr. Ryken’s 2011-12 chapel messages 
proclaim the great hope and 
encouragement to be found in the 
coming of Christ and his kingdom.

Dr. David P. Setran ’92, M.A. ’94
associate professor of Christian formation 
and ministry
Spiritual Formation in Emerging 
Adulthood: A Practical Theology for 
College and Young Adult Ministry
(Baker Academic, 2013)
With co-author Dr. Chris Kiesling, 
Dr. Setran offers practical guidance on 
fostering Christian formation in young 
adults. 

Dr. Mark Amstutz
professor of political science
Evangelicals and American Foreign Policy
(Oxford University Press, 2013)
Dr. Amstutz examines the influence of 
American evangelicals in world affairs, 
including foreign policy issues such as 
climate change, HIV/AIDS, and support 
for Israel.

Dr. Christina Bieber Lake
Kilby chair and professor of English
Prophets of the Posthuman: American 
Fiction, Biotechnology, and the Ethics of 
Personhood
(University of Notre Dame Press, 2013)
Dr. Bieber Lake demonstrates fiction’s role 
in asking and answering ethical questions 
raised by biotechnology.  

Dr. Larry Eskridge
associate director of the Institute for the 
Study of American Evangelicals
God’s Forever Family: The Jesus People 
Movement in America
(Oxford University Press, 2013)
Dr. Eskridge tells the story of the 1960s 
Jesus People movement and its impact on 
youth culture and evangelicalism.

What is Mercy Ministry?
(P & R Publishing, 2013)

In this volume of the Basics of the Faith series, Wheaton 

President Dr. Philip Ryken ’88 and Director of the Urban 

Studies Program Dr. Noah Toly ’99, M.A. ’12 concisely explain 

the church’s practice and call to mercy ministry. They provide 

examples and suggestions for implementing this essential 

practice in one’s daily Christian walk and in the life of the church. 

Order What is Mercy Ministry? and other faculty books from the 

Wheaton College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by 

phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.
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at least once a week for the six months 
I worked with him at the lumber mill, 
Vernon slapped me on the back and said, 
“This is the sort of job that makes you wish 
you’d gone to college, huh?” Then he’d 
laugh and laugh. 

I had been to college, which was 
why Vernon thought this was funny. 
Grading lumber was not my first job after 
graduation but, at $7.50 an hour, it was the 
best paying so far. In any case, Vernon had 
hands the width and girth of a catcher’s 
mitt and forearms like small hams. That’s 
why I laughed at his joke, too, every time 
he told it. 

After graduation—and for several years 
after that—I had no clear idea what I 
wanted to do with my education. It was 
certainly clear to me what I didn’t want 
to do. Grading lumber, for example, was 
not on my short list of career possibilities. 
But I always knew what kind of person 
I wanted to be. College studies left me 
unsatisfied with simple answers to complex 
questions and convinced that the more I 
knew about nearly anything, the better I’d 
be at whatever job I ultimately settled in. 
Graduate studies at Wheaton helped me 
begin to see the connections between issues 
I’d never considered related—between 
theology and national foreign policy, 
between biblical exegesis and domestic 

economics, between religious histories and 
my experience among rural mill workers. 

In other words, my education was 
helping me see how things were 
connected. It was helping me make sense 
of my experience.

In his essay “The Art of Fiction,” 
novelist Henry James admonishes novice 
writers, “Try to be one of the people on 
whom nothing is lost.” It seems to me 
that education is a success if it produces 
this sort of people, whatever they should 
end up doing for a living. The young man 
who studies philosophy and later decides 
to stay home with the kids so his wife 
can pursue her career; the young woman 
who majors in piano performance and 
later runs a small business; the students 
who never do anything related to their 
degree are nevertheless worlds richer if 
their education makes them one of the 
people on whom nothing is lost. This 
is especially true if the education is 
Christian and therefore helps students see 
all things through the lens of Scripture.

Colleges are under a great deal of 
pressure these days to justify what they 
have to offer. It’s important to parents and 
students who will have to bear education 
debt that they can explain what they 
will do with their education. I wonder 
how many are asking what sort of people 
they will become in the course of their 
education.

The return on investment of my 
education, at this point in my career, is 
not that I make more money as a college 
graduate or Ph.D. than I would otherwise. 
The return is that I’m becoming the 
person I always wanted to be. 

Brandon J. O’Brien M.A. ’07 

and his wife, Amy Packer 

O’Brien M.A. ’09, l ive in 

Conway, Arkansas, with 

their son. Brandon recently 

completed his Ph.D. in 

historical theology at Trinity 

Evangelical Divinity School. 

He is the author of two books, 

most recently Misreading 

Scripture with Western Eyes 

( InterVarsity Press 2012), 

which he coauthored with  

E. Randolph Richards. 

Brandon “does” a good many 

things: writes and edits, 

teaches Bible and theology 

part-time, and trains pastors 

and educators. 

Learning to Become

How does this alumnus  
measure the return on investment 
of his education? 

by Brandon J. O’Brien M.A. ’07
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by Jeanne Murray Walker ’66

Alzheimer’s: 
When the Shadows Lengthen 

oon after my visit to the Lincoln Christian 
School, Mother detonates a small 
explosive device. She tells me she isn’t 
driving her car anymore. I exhale into the 
phone. “Why?”

“My tires look soft.”
“The Saturn dealership is half a mile 

from you. They’ll check your tires.”
“They’ll tell me I need new ones.” 
“I thought you liked the guys over 

there.”
“I’m not as naïve as I look, honey.”
I’m used to the way Mother invents 

pretexts, but soft tires is a doozy of a 
pretext for giving up her car.

She counts on driving. She started on 
a Model T (or was it a Model A?) when 
she was fifteen. She is by nature restless, 
and driving gives her a small way to 
exert control over circumstances she can’t 
change.

I refuse to believe she’s stopped driving 
because her tires are soft. 

I believe she’s afraid she’ll get lost.
She’s been lost more than once. A 

month ago, for instance, when she was 
driving back from the shopping mall, 
she panicked. Nothing looked familiar. 
She couldn’t remember where to turn. 
So although she hates the feeling of ice 
against her teeth, she stopped at a Rita’s 
Water Ice.

Carrying her lemon ice to a table, she 
sat, watching customers come and go. 
Eventually she zeroed in on a pleasant-
looking couple. Approaching them, she 
explained that she was lost. When they 
asked where she lived, she showed them 
her driver’s license. The man helped her 
into the passenger seat of her own car. He 
drove her home while his wife followed 
in their Chrysler. 

For almost a decade, Jeanne Murray Walker ’66 and her sister, Julie, took care of their 

mother. In the preface to her book, The Geography of Memory: A Pilgrimage Through 

Alzheimer’s, Jeanne writes, “I learned that to stay and struggle through Alzheimer’s 

is to reap gifts that may not come any other way.” By focusing on more than just the 

catastrophes of the disease, she writes, “I have tried to bear witness to and name the 

gifts that came to us. This naming, I trust, will offer hope to Alzheimer’s patients, to 

their spouses and children, to all the disease has terrorized.” Following is an excerpt 

from her book.
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wHEaton readings

Jeanne Murray Walker ’66 

is professor of English at 
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“It made her feel important.”
“It’s the end of an era,” Julie says sadly. 

“And my life has just gotten significantly 
harder.”

“I know,” I say. 
But the truth is, Julie will not be able to 

take Mother where she needs to go. Julie 
leaves for work at seven in the morning 
and doesn’t get home until after five. 
Mother will have to find friends who can 
give her rides. I spend an hour and a half 
researching taxi services in Mesquite, the 
suburb of Dallas where Mother lives. I jot 
down numbers. 

Then to gain a little perspective, I stand 
at the window and gaze at the birds flitting 
around the feeder. I feel bewildered and 
orphaned. The woman who built my 
identity is losing her own. One by one 
the struts and timbers of herself are falling 
away. How will she live without driving? 
She’ll dwindle away like a sweet potato 
vine in October, one leaf browning at a 
time, sinking into the earth until finally 
she will become invisible. It’s intolerable, 
unthinkable. I dig my fingernails into my 
palm and walk around my study like a 
zombie, fiercely focused on how to halt 
this. 

I learned from Mother the fact that 
when a person is distressed, she should 
make lists. 

I will start calling her every day.
I will visit her three, no, four, no, five 

times a year. 
I will find her rides (though I don’t 

know how).
I will. I will. I will.
I don’t even know what all I’ll do for 

her.
Why? Why do I care?
Because she raised me. Because after 

the preacher chanted earth to earth, ashes 
to ashes, and they lowered my father’s 
casket into the black Midwestern soil, 
my mother, who was wearing a red-

and-black houndstooth hand-me-down 
suit, squared her shoulders and walked 
away from his grave, calling her children 
to follow, and we did, we followed her 
down that hill into the rest of our lives. 
Because she stood in our living room,  
one hand on her hip, and glared at us 
and said, “I will never make you live in 
this house with a stepfather!” Because 
she sent us to college with every last 
dollar she had. Because she told us we 
could do anything we put our minds to. 
Because half of what she said was wrong, 
but I believed it, feeling lucky to have 
timber to build a world. When I stopped 
believing what she said, and told her so, 
she stuck by me but still fought for her 
own truths like the Champion Mother  
of the Earth. She stood so firm that I 
could measure the distance I had traveled 
from her.

Yes. All that. But I have a husband, a 
job, children, a house, neighbors, a church. 
I live half a continent away from my 
mother and maybe it’s sick, maybe I’m sick 
in the head to worry about her the way 
I do. Why do I? Maybe because I can’t 
imagine doing anything else. I’m like a 
duck flying south for the winter without 
knowing the way, without guessing how 
long it will be or how hard it will be to 
find food. I worry about her as naturally as 
I worry about myself. However strangely 
she acts, whatever weird things come out 
of her mouth, I know her life and her 
stories. I am remembering more all the 
time, and who else, besides my sister, does? 
What if we who know and love her desert 
her? Who will she have?

Excerpted from the book The Geography 
of Memory: A Pilgrimage Through 
Alzheimer’s, by Jeanne Murray Walker. 
Copyright © 2013 by Jeanne Murray 
Walker. Reprinted by permission of Center 
Street. All rights reserved.

I listened to her tell this story, alternately 
worried and awash in admiration for her. 
“I’d have panicked,” I confessed.

“I wasn’t a school nurse all my life for 
nothing!”

Thank God the couple at Rita’s Water 
Ice didn’t turn out to be ax murderers. 
He might have been the archangel 
Gabriel disguised as a middle-aged Dallas 
businessman. But next time might turn 
out differently.

I call Julie for a dose of candor.
“What will she do if she doesn’t drive?” 

I ask.
“Oh, she’ll still take her car out in her 

own neighborhood.”
“What about garden club?”
“Her friends will have to pick her up.”
“She was always the one who gave 

people rides.”
“I know.”
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new understanding of electricity and 
magnetism into mathematical form.  
I hope to encourage and inspire students 
to think beyond the equations and to 
consider the efforts already made by 
scientists to communicate through 
carefully crafted equations that represent 
real physical entities and interactions.  
Discussions of research efforts in my 
department, even ones that might garner 
external funding, are always within the 
context of how these efforts will support 
our students. 

News stories too often highlight 
both entrepreneurial and governmental 
efforts to boil education down to a 
series of checkmarks that students 
can accumulate for a certain price. 
Unfortunately, this system can turn 
students themselves into a commodity. 
But at Wheaton College, our students 
are anything but a commodity. Here 
faculty, staff, parents of students, 
alumni, and friends invest in every 
individual. Our corporate efforts 
come together each May when we 
see our precious students, each one an 
individual expression of the body of 
Christ, walk across the stage in Edman 
Chapel and into a life of service to God 
and humanity.

Dr. Heather M. Whitney is assistant 
professor of physics and holds a master’s 
degree in medical physics and a Ph.D. in 
physics from Vanderbilt University. She 
performs research in nuclear magnetic 
resonance and quantitative ultrasound 
imaging, having mentored six students in 
research activities in her first three years at 
Wheaton. Her teaching, both in support 
of the physics and liberal arts engineering 
majors and general education curriculum, 
references applications to medical physics 
whenever possible. She and her husband, 
Joshua, also a physicist, have one son.

content as courses offered at Wheaton.
How does a MOOC compare with my 

daily experience as a professor at Wheaton? 
In my Computer Modeling course, for 
example, I teach students to analyze 
physical systems using computational tools. 
Each instructional period, I chat with 
my 16 students as I set up my materials. 
Next we engage in a brief discussion of 
a topic related to faith and learning. This 
semester I am introducing my students 
to arguments by Joel Adams on why 
Christians should pursue training and work 
in technical fields. The students discuss in 
pairs their reactions to a certain perspective 
on the topic and then present their 
reactions to the class for group discussion. 
We dedicate our instructional time to the 
Lord in prayer and then turn our attention, 
on one particular day, to finding the roots 
of an equation via computational methods. 
I speak with each student individually 
about the big picture of the technique and 
how he or she is applying it to an example 
problem. At the end of class, we discuss 
the suitability of this problem-solving 
technique, as well as how to ensure that 
results are communicated contextually and 
accurately.

A group of 16 students chatting and 
interacting with one professor versus 
50,000 students tuning in to a team-led 
MOOC—what a contrast! Everything 
I do as a professor is focused on how it 
supports our students, not just as a group 
but individually. When I instruct students 
in classical mechanics or computational 
modeling in the classroom, I seek to 
connect with each one, gauging their 
understanding and customizing our 
activities to support their learning. 

Students also motivate my faith and 
learning project, as I investigate how 
nineteenth-century physicists Michael 
Faraday and James Clerk Maxwell 
approached the task of transforming the 

eruse publications such as The Chronicle of 
Higher Education or the education section 
of The New York Times and you will see 
the acronym MOOC over and over again. 
MOOC stands for massive open online 
course, the harbinger of some significant 
changes in higher education. These courses 
are designed to instruct upwards of 50,000 
students via online platforms. Topics are 
varied, but some courses, such as Classical 
Mechanics offered by EdX, cover the same 

facultyvoice
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An Online Education?
One professor explains  
what MOOCs cannot offer.
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in high school Alyssa Paulsen ’14 came to 
appreciate days without pain. Once an 
active volleyball and softball player, she 
found herself sidelined with fatigue, joint 
pain, and severe headaches. After a year 
of unexplained symptoms, Alyssa was 
diagnosed with Lyme disease, and began 
what doctors said would be a three-year 
recovery. 

Looking to fill the sports void, Alyssa 
volunteered to help with community 
service projects such as Prison Fellowship’s 
Angel Tree, World Vision’s 30-hour 
Famine, and Lyme disease awareness events.

Still healing when she arrived at 
Wheaton as an applied health science 
major, Alyssa taught fitness classes and 
tried the cheerleading club. She also 
joined the Haiti-Wheaton Partnership, 
traveling to Haiti in 2012. 
“What we saw there was hell on earth. 

I’ve never struggled with depression, but I 
couldn’t pick myself up after returning. I 
started praying and fasting, asking the Lord 
for direction,” she says. 

The answer was not what she anticipated. 
She felt led to enter the USA Ambassador 
Pageant, a charity-driven organization that 
places emphasis on community service.

Dr. Peter Walters, professor of applied 
health science, encouraged her to get 
involved, reminding her, “Every walk of 
life can be a mission field.” 

Alyssa applied and received word 
through the mail that she’d won the  
Miss Illinois title based on her application 
and phone interview. Several months 
later she traveled to Tampa and won the 

national competition. 
As the 2012 Miss USA Ambassador, she 

spent her junior year traveling the country 
every third week, speaking in high schools 
and at charity events, and helping raise funds 
and awareness for illnesses such as breast 
cancer, diabetes, pulmonary fibrosis, Lou 
Gehrig’s disease, and ovarian cancer. 

Deeply affected by the stories of survivors, 
she was constantly reminded of life’s fragility. 
She also developed a passion for mentoring 
young girls, encouraging them with a 
message about their inherent value and the 
fleeting nature of physical beauty. 

Now in her senior year, Alyssa enjoys 
having a “normal” college routine—but 
also hopes to contribute by working with 
local charities and continuing to speak 
in public schools and give chapel talks at 
Christian schools. 

Once terrified of public speaking, she 
now looks forward to each event. These 
opportunities have shifted her focus from 
pre-med to communications courses, and 
as a result, she’s now considering a career 
as a television health reporter. 

For his part, mentor Dr. Walters 
believes the pageant experience not 
only helped Alyssa clarify her goals for 
the future, but also helped her develop 
courage, as well as boldness for Christ. 

Still affected by Lyme disease, Alyssa 
has some lingering hip pain but is grateful 
that she healed much faster than doctors 
predicted.
“I think when you’ve had chronic pain,” 

she says, “you become more aware that 
every day is a gift and blessing.”

Stepping Up
Facing the challenges of serious illness led Alyssa Paulsen ’14 
to consider possibilities she never would have dreamed. 

StuDEntprofile

As Miss USA Ambassador, Alyssa Paulsen ’14 was often called 

upon to speak as an advocate for various charities and causes. 

This event, the Chicago Bears’ Stadium Green for the 2012 

Step Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes, was especially personal—her 

grandfather lost his life from complications due to diabetes. 
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Why Send Faculty?
Every intern receives a faculty visit at the midpoint of his or her six-month 
term with the Human Needs and Global Resources (HNGR) Program. 

magine leaving everything familiar 

behind for six months. 

Since 1976 more than 750 students 

have traveled to the Global South to 

participate in the unique integration 

of cross-cultural experience, service, 

and academic study called a Human 

Needs and Global Resources (HNGR) 

internship.  

Dr. Christine Goring Kepner, associate 

professor of Spanish, has visited 

some 24 HNGR interns throughout 

South and Central America. Her visits 

have taken her to Peru, Ecuador, 

Bolivia, Colombia, Nicaragua, Costa 

Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, and 

El Salvador. Dr. Kepner has also 

directed/co-directed the Wheaton in 

Spain program since 1992.

The daughter of missionary parents, 

Dr. Kepner grew up in Colombia, 

so not only do these visits nurture 

her spiritually and professionally, 

they also sometimes allow her to 

reconnect with her roots. In August 

2013, Dr. Kepner traveled to  

El  Salvador to visit HNGR intern 

Molly Jamison ’14, an interdisciplinary 

studies major working with Semillas 

de Nueva Creación (“Seeds of New 

Creation”), a ministry of the Christian 

Reformed Church that holistically 

trains and supports national Christian 

leaders. In their own words,  

Dr. Kepner and Molly describe why 

these faculty visits are so vital to the 

program, and to Wheaton. 

Twenty-Four Visits in 
Twenty-Two Years 
by Dr. Christine Goring Kepner,  
associate professor of Spanish

During a visit to HNGR intern Stephanie 
McCue ’97, I arrived in Honduras to the sad 
news that a member of the local church had 
been shot and killed in a gas station holdup. 
Attending the wake that same afternoon was a 
powerful experience. 

We sat in silence with the deceased’s wife 
and three children. It was a very simple home. 
The main room had been emptied and the 
edges ringed with benches. The body was in 
a coffin laid across a bed under white gauze 
canopy curtains. Simple pots of geraniums and 
daises arranged around the coffin provided 
graceful ornamentation. 

Some 24 hours later our tears were turned 
to joy when we attended a wedding at a 
small local church. Being invited into these 
dignified commemorations of such profound 
moments of transition was a privilege and  
a blessing. 

While these experiences are only two of 
the many memorable opportunities I’ve been 
given since partnering with HNGR in 1991, 
they are representative of the unique, life-
giving dimension of the HNGR faculty visit 
experience. The periodic immersion I receive 
by connecting with HNGR students and their 
hosts provides me with important professional 
development opportunities, renews my  
heart by reconnecting me with the Latin 
American church, and revitalizes my language 
skills and cultural awareness. 

wHEaton in the world
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The real-life Spanish I hear and speak flavors 
my teaching back in the classroom, reminding 
me of idioms, etiquette, customs, and values 
that local communities embrace. My voice 
recovers inflections, pronunciations, and 
fluency; I discover books and films to update 
my course syllabi and to enrich my research. 

HNGR visits provide me with powerful 
reality checks that renew me spiritually. As 
I witness people living at subsistence levels, I 
am convicted of my own privilege and excess. 
Each year I return to the United States with 
a greater commitment to a simple lifestyle, 
to frugality, and to generosity. I grow in my 
awareness of the responsibility of privilege and 
of our calling to identify with the poor.

The Christian leaders and church 
communities I encounter on the way serve 
as role models to me of faithful tenacity, 
grace, and resilience. Rooted in the study 
of biblical theology, they find creative ways 
to live prophetically, promoting evangelism, 
discipleship, and misión integral: holistic 
mission with the aim of transformation, the 
redemption of individuals, of families, of 
communities, of culture. 

Like Molly, each of the HNGR interns  
I have worked with has ministered to me with 
his or her energy, vision, vulnerability, and 
resilient wisdom. HNGR visits remind me 
of why I am at Wheaton College: to walk 
alongside students in formation as we seek to 
live in the Kingdom of Christ, to be salt and 
light, to receive salt and light wherever God 
places us.

One Student’s Story
by Molly Jamison ’14, an interdiscipl inary 
studies major

While in El Salvador, Molly attends a theology 
class once a week, and three mornings a week 
she works with children ages 4-6 at a preschool 
in La Iberia, a community in the city center 
of San Salvador notorious for drug and gang 
activity. Two days a week she helps with an 
informal church service and soup kitchen in the 
small town of Quezaltepeque, just outside  
San Salvador. Many of the individuals she 

serves are homeless and/or struggling with 
substance abuse. In this setting, Molly also runs 
a tutoring program for children, offering scholastic 
guidance and creative projects. As part of her 
independent study project, Molly is examining the 
leadership structure of Elim, the nation’s largest 
and most influential mega-church.

Dr. Kepner’s visit in August of 2013 was really 
special. She met most of my friends, my 
co-workers, and my host family. It was very 
meaningful to share my experiences here with 
someone who knows my life in Wheaton and 
the United States. 

Dr. Kepner’s fluency in Spanish and 
extensive, firsthand knowledge of Latin 
America made her visit especially rich because 
she was able to jump right in, getting to know 
people and building connections. 

At the same time, through her excitement 
and curiosity, she was also able to help 
me see my surroundings with fresh eyes. 
Although I had only been in El Salvador 
for two months, so many things already felt 
normal to me. But having her by my side 
commenting on the beauty of the volcano, 
how special my coworkers are, the poverty 
of the communities where I work, and the 
compassion of those around me helped me feel 
on a deeper level again. 

Dr. Kepner’s presence here in August 
represented just a small part of her support for 
me in my HNGR journey, for we regularly 
correspond via email. It is really meaningful 
now to get emails from her asking about people 
in my life here because she is more directly 
connected than anyone else back home. 

While here in El Salvador, I am learning a lot 
about holistic mission and the church’s social 
responsibility. I see various responses to the 
challenge to be disciples who do ministry in 
the way that Jesus modeled for us. I continue 
to learn to see and to know people and their 
stories, and to allow genuine relationships to  
lead me to care for those around me. I am 
learning to see with new eyes and hear with 
new ears, to desire justice in more grounded 
ways, and to always seek hope without dimin-
ishing the truth of the realities around me. 

left: Dr. Christine Goring 

Kepner, associate 

professor of Spanish, 

and Molly Jamison ’14, an 

interdisciplinary studies 

major.

In El Salvador Molly 

works at a preschool 

in La Iberia as part 

of a Human Needs 

and Global Resources 

(HNGR) internship.
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perspectivePrESIDEnt'S

aPhilip G. Ryken ’88, President

“Racial reconciliation 
is an ongoing 
work of the Holy 
Spirit that requires 
patience, sacrifice, 
and persistence. 
So we continue to 
work hard to make 
Wheaton feel like 
home for students of 
every ethnicity.”

s I walked into the dining commons during orientation week, I happened to overhear  
a conversation between two freshmen women. “I’m thinking about skipping the session  
on academics,” one student said. “I’ve been to BRIDGE, so I already know all about 
Wheaton’s philosophy of education.”  

Part of me wanted to interrupt the conversation and tell both students how important it was 
for them to attend our (mandatory) session on academic life at Wheaton College. But another 
part of me just wanted to enjoy the moment for what it showed about how far we have come.

You see, the student who felt like she already knew all about Wheaton grew up in one 
of Chicago’s minority ethnic communities. Although she was the first person in her family 
to attend college, she was well prepared, and she knew it. Through Wheaton’s BRIDGE 
program (Building Roads to Intellectual Diversity and Great Education), she had spent two 
summers on campus taking courses with our faculty and being mentored by our students.

So when this young woman matriculated, Wheaton felt like home. She was an insider, not 
an outsider. Furthermore, she was not alone: nearly a quarter of her classmates—roughly 140 
students out of an incoming class of 600—were students of color.  

Wheaton College has come a long way since the days when I was a student and there were 
fewer than one hundred minority students on the entire campus. Today our students belong to 
a community that more accurately ref lects the ethnic makeup of the United States and more 
adequately prepares them for membership in the worldwide body of Christ, in all its cultural 
diversity.

We still have a long way to go, of course. Racial reconciliation is an ongoing work of the 
Holy Spirit that requires patience, sacrifice, and persistence. So we continue to work hard to 
make Wheaton feel like home for students of every ethnicity. In fact, one of our four strategic 
priorities is to “Deepen Ethnic Diversity.” To that end, some of our recent initiatives include:

•  relocating the Office of Multicultural Development to the center of student life in the 
Beamer Center;

•  opening Shalom House, a residential program for men and women from diverse back-
grounds to live in community and work toward greater unity and racial understanding; and

•  offering the first five Nieves Scholarships, which (similar to the Church Scholarships for 
African American students) provide full tuition for Latino students.
Perhaps the most significant change is an addition the Trustees have made to Wheaton’s 

Community Covenant, in which we now make a commitment to “pursue unity and embrace 
ethnic diversity as part of God’s design for humanity and practice racial reconciliation as one 
of his redemptive purposes in Christ (Isa. 56:6-7; John 17:20-23; Acts 17:26; Eph. 2:11-18; 
Rev. 7:9-10).”

Although pursuing unity and embracing ethnic diversity were important priorities for us 
already, they had never been fully or explicitly articulated in our Community Covenant.  
So the Trustees directed me to work with the Wheaton community to draft a revision for their 
discussion and approval. The statement we finally approved represents the best thinking of our 
faculty, staff, students, and alumni, as well as the heartfelt commitment of our Board  
of Trustees.

The real test, of course, is not what we sign on a piece of paper or post on the Wheaton 
College website. The real test is whether we love one another across the barriers that divide  
us and do everything in our power to educate leaders who have a vision as wide as the  
family of God. As we hold ourselves to this standard, we ask you to uphold us with your 
prayers and support us in any practical way that you can.
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We are the 2013-14 Wheaton Phonathon students who are looking forward to talking with you soon!

Thank you for answering our calls and for giving to the Wheaton Fund. 

Your gifts keep a Wheaton education affordable for students like us. 

The Wheaton Fund:  A tradition of giving. Inspiring generations. 
To learn more, contact: 800.525.9906 or give online at: www.wheaton.edu/giving  

The Wheaton Fund:  A tradition of giving. Inspiring generations. 
To learn more, contact: 800.525.9906 or give online at: www.wheaton.edu/giving  

TheWheatonFund

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.



Art of Inspiration

“What’s Just around the Corner?”

by Dr. Paul R. Keating ’51

Oil on canvas

27" x 27"  

by Stephen Monkemeier ’10

As a Wheaton student, Paul R. Keating ’51 

somehow never found time for his studies—

but he did talk President Edman into 

playing Santa Claus. 

“Since I was an artist, I was doing all the 

plays, all the decorations, and all the 

parties,” Paul says with a chuckle. 

“Encouraged” to leave the College because 

“they thought I should study,” the wayward 

Wheatie turned over a new leaf after four 

years in the Air Force. 

He eventually earned his master’s degree 

and doctorate in psychotherapy at the 

University of Pennsylvania, and entered 

private practice as a marriage and family 

therapist. In 1964, he wed Sally Joyce, 

secretary to pastor and Christian radio 

pioneer Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse at 

Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia.

The Keatings now live at the Willow Valley 

retirement community in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania. Paul has time to teach 

classes and pursue art again. When the 

cover of a recent Wheaton magazine 

caught his eye, he painted the image 

“What’s Just around the Corner?” as a gift 

for President Phil Ryken ’88, former pastor 

of Tenth Presbyterian. Paul—whose 

youthful adventures included teaching art 

and magazine design in Belgian Congo 

before the 1960 uprising—says the photo 

of Wheaton students walking in remote 

mountains of Honduras “just intrigued me.”
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“Homage to an Old Man” by Robby 

Sawyer ’14 is painted in oils on 

Plexiglass, which not only reflects light 

but also mirrors an image of the viewer. 

Strong colors such as cadmium yellow, 

cadmium red, raw umber, and burnt 

umber add depth and a golden cast to 

the picture of a homeless old man. 

Robby was one of three students who 

earned the purchase prize at the annual 

Nonward & Upward Show, a juried 

student exhibition sponsored by 

Wheaton’s Art Department and the Dick 

Blick Art Store in Wheaton, Illinois.  

All three pieces were also awarded the 

President’s Award for Excellence in Art, 

a new award created by President  

Philip Ryken ’88, and will become part 

of Wheaton College’s permanent  

art collection. (To learn more, turn to 

page 8.) 

In addition to the purchase prize, Robby 

won Best in Show. Majoring in studio  

art with a focus in drawing and 

printmaking, Robby hopes to pursue  

a master of fine arts in art education and 

eventually teach at the college level. 
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