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Cover photo: Roger Wiens ‘82 is at work on the ChemCam laser 
instrument, now operating on the Mars rover Curiosity. Colleague Bruce 
Barraclough sits at right. The laser instrument measures the composition of 
the rocks and soil in the rover’s landing region. Firing a laser in a series of 
pulses at these rocks or soil allows scientists to determine which atoms are 
present as vaporized material of different compositions produces a flash 
with a characteristic color. Photo courtesy of Los Alamos National 
Laboratory.

Inside photos: Les Barker, pp. 2, 58; Michael Hudson ’89, pp. 5, 9-10, 
12-13, 17, 20-21, 28-32 (with special thanks to Livingstone Corporation 
for the use of their Bible collection), 33-35, reunion photos (39-41, 43-44, 
47, 50, 52), 46, 48-49, 60-61, 64, inside back cover; Carlos Vergara ’82, 
p. 7; Ellen Rising Morris, p. 16; Joshua Blaney ’10, p. 25; Merlin Quiggle, 
p. 28.  [Photos above:  left and right, Michael Hudson ’89; center, Campus 
Crusade for Christ Archives.]
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Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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The Pull of the Water 
Which club sport involves a 4:20 a.m. wake-up— 

and sometimes braving dark, damp, and cold?  

On Native Soil
The too-often-forgotten history of our land 

becomes a backdrop against which Wheaton 

explores the College’s growing ties with  

Native American Christians.

by Dr. Gene L. Green ’76, M.A. ’77, professor of  
New Testament 

His & Hers
Coach Jonathan ’74 and Dr. Jillian Nerhus 

Lederhouse ’75 receive the Alumni Association’s 

2012 Distinguished Service to Alma Mater Awards.  

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
 
Of Space, Quakes, & Electricity
Learn what two sets of alumni brothers  

have to do with the Mars rover Curiosity, exploration 

in Antarctica, and electric-powered engines.    

by Jeremy Weber ’05  

Billy  
The Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals 

celebrates 30 years with a project examining the 

influence of the Rev. Billy Graham ’43, LITT.D. ’56.        

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

That You May Believe
Meet a small handful of the hundreds of Wheaton 

alumni, faculty, and staff who have served in 

publishing the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ.

by Dr. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D ’58;  
Ruby Thomas; Dawn Kotapish ’92; and Dr. Daniel 
Block, Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of  
Old Testament 
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Georgia I. Douglass 
’70, M.A. ’94 

Editor

on the night of April 29, 1977, Margie Bowers ’75 was brutally stabbed  

to death in her Oak Park apartment by a man whom she scarcely knew, 

but feared.*

The murderer should have been in jail. Previously arrested for 

another killing, he pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity. He was sent 

to a residential facility and later released after having been deemed 

mentally sound. The deplorable failure of the criminal justice system 

to protect Margie resulted in a public outcry. News coverage went 

nationwide; television cameras, lights, and reporters flanked the outside 

of the church at her funeral.

As a result of Margie’s death, Illinois laws were rewritten to better 

protect the rights of victims and society at large. Today, a murder 

suspect who pleads insanity can be found “guilty but insane,” giving 

judges the option, when appropriate, of ordering a prison sentence 

along with treatment. 

Margie began life on April 12, 1952, in Liberia, the little sister to 

four older brothers (Louis, Robert ’61, Paul ’63, and Tom). She was a 

delight to her missionary parents, Louis and Virginia McQuilkin Bowers 

’36. Margie loved singing, reading, and playing the guitar. A literature 

major at Wheaton, this MK was drawn toward leadership in the Student 

Missionary Project. After graduating from Wheaton, she spent a year 

serving in Liberia and then took a job at Moody Press in Chicago. 

This issue of Wheaton includes an article about alumni, faculty, and 

staff who have been involved in producing the Bible in many languages 

and formats. Translators and sales reps, accountants and copyeditors, 

warehousemen and designers—countless numbers of the Wheaton 

family have worked in many different ways to publish the Word of God 

worldwide. Unfortunately, most are unknown to us. I write about my 

friend Margie so you can know her.

Margie was a manuscript editor for The Ryrie Study Bible when  

I worked for her as a freelance proofreader. She gained my respect for  

her intelligence and abilities, and I loved her sweet spirit, humor, 

and encouragement. Although her work on the study Bible was left 

unfinished, her contribution was nevertheless significant. Since  

1978 more than 2.5 million copies have been sold around the world and 

in several translations.

As a student at Wheaton, Margie wrote in her diary this, her prayer: 

“To be a signet ring for God; to leave the imprint of Christ’s image when 

pressed into the circumstances of life.”

Margie lived only 25 years. But in life—and in death—she left her 

mark on society and the church, and on the hearts of family and friends.

 

*For more of this story, read 

“Forgive, Not Forget: Murder 

Victim’s Brother Finally Able 

to Find Peace,” by Paul 

Galloway. Chicago Tribune, 

Sept. 30, 1992.
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Katherine Anderson’s article  

“Wonder Filled” (autumn 2012) is a living 

tribute to a beautiful young woman. In her  

26 brief years, Anna O’Connor lived a full life 

for her Savior as she dealt with a terminal 

illness.

In a recent Bible study on Francis Chan’s 

Crazy Love, I felt compelled to include Anna 

O’Connor in the list of individuals who lived 

“love-motivated lives” (ch. 9). Desiring to be 

healed only if it meant living inside the 

purpose and will of God, Anna made every 

day count in serving the God she glorified.  

It is obvious that her impact on the lives she 

touched is still felt by the many lives she loved 

and served for her Savior. She embraced 

every possible moment, surrounded by her 

loving family.

Thanks for including this special article  

on a unique young woman who challenged 

me to live inside God's will.

Hope Abisamra ’60

Worcester, Massachusetts

In your autumn 2012 issue was a photo 

of Coach Don Church ’57 with a group of 

alumni who came to the College in June 

for a reunion in his honor. When these men 

were students some 30 years ago, they had 

traveled with “Bubba” Church on track and 

field missions trips to Mexico, Africa, and 

Eastern Europe.  

As one of only a few living Navy Cross 

recipients, I receive occasional requests to 

share my story with large groups, or 

sometimes just speak to our vets. I tell them 

the story of the rather dramatic rescue of a 

downed Navy pilot, for which our crew was 

awarded the Navy Cross. My “lead” as  

I begin to speak is often Psalm 121, verses 

that Coach Bubba Church had us memorize 

in his principles of coaching class. God’s 

presence preserved our “going in and our 

going out” of Vietnam.

Capt. Harry Zinser ’68, USN, Ret.

Lemoore, California

Wow! What an issue! As I read the 

articles in the spring Wheaton magazine 

I could barely contain my excitement. 

The cover itself is breathtaking, and the 

accompanying reports from Egypt were 

fresh and encouraging. As one who 

connects with Christians in the Middle 

East, especially Palestinians, I was 

thrilled with this news. Then came the 

article on nurturing spiritual development 

of children, of fering new ways of 

worship with children. And Matthew 

Soerens’s thoughts on immigration were 

so encouraging and pertinent to the 

agricultural area where I live. Several of 

the other articles, too, of fered much to 

think about. Thank you for sharing the 

work and thought that is taking place with 

students and alumni around the world.

Donna Wilde Oliva ’65 

Yakima, Washington

The article “Blanchard Heirlooms”

in the last issue tells the story of Mary 

Blanchard’s roses that are planted in front 

of “Westgate,” the home of the Alumni 

Association. I have a similar story to tell, 

which came about when it was planned to 

remove the venerable “Eastgate,” known to 

have been the residence of Billy Graham 

while he was a student. I asked the head 

groundsman if I might have one of the 

flowers in front of the house. With his 

permission, I chose a peony.

It was moved to our house in West 

Chicago and planted with the loving care 

of my wife “Jerry” [retired director of 

purchasing]. When retirement came, we 

relocated to West Michigan and 

transplanted the peony, determined to 

keep a bit of Wheaton with us. As our ages 

advanced, we moved again. Again, our 

“Wheatie” flower is thriving, twice as large 

as when I moved it from Eastgate. 

John R. Wells HON,  

retired College postmaster

Holland, Michigan

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and emails as they relate to 

material published in the magazine. 

Correspondence must include your name, 

address, and phone number. The editor 

reserves the right to determine the 

suitability of letters for publication and to 

edit them for accuracy and length. 

Unfortunately, not all letters can be 

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton, Wheaton College / 

Wheaton, IL 60187 or editor@wheaton.edu

Anna O’Connor ’07, M. A. ’11
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Globalize a Wheaton Education
The trustees will accelerate Wheaton’s 
development as a global college 
through encouraging a revision of the 
curriculum, expanding scholarships, and 
doubling the number of students who 
receive academic credit through off-
campus cross-cultural experiences.

We belong to a global church and 
want better to reflect the Kingdom 
of God. We want our students to 
experience and recognize God’s presence 
and work in the world in new ways 
through academic engagement  
in globally-connected communities—
to change perspective and not simply 
location, to gain understanding and not 
simply to collect experiences. We want 
to hear and understand the voices of 
Christians in the church worldwide, as 
well as speak with our own distinctive 
voices. We want to equip our students  
to work faithfully and fruitfully in  
the world.

Deepen Ethnic Diversity
The trustees will direct the adminis-
tration to implement a comprehensive 
plan to communicate the biblical 
imperative for ethnic diversity and foster 
a truly welcoming environment for 
people of color.

Living in a diverse learning com-
munity that values cultural differences 
enriches the Wheaton experience for 
everyone and honors God’s intention 
for the body of Christ. Yet despite the 
breadth of the body of Christ, many 
members of the Wheaton community 
continue to express a lack of understand-
ing concerning issues of ethnicity and 

W H E A T O N   C O L L E G E

Strategic 
Priorities 
for 
Wheaton’s 
Future
Wheaton College remains rooted in 
its historic mission. Our perennial and 
fundamental commitments continue—
love for Christ, faith in the gospel, 
confidence in God’s Word, adherence 
to our evangelical Statement of Faith, 
promise to keep our Community 
Covenant, calling to integrate learning 
with faith, and desire to develop 
students who live for Christ and His 
Kingdom.

Yet we also recognize that seizing 
the opportunities presented by each 
new season in life and ministry calls 
for strategic thinking. At the present 
moment in our history and mission, 
we recommend equally the following 
strategic priorities. 

culture, as well as the theology behind 
current initiatives to promote diver-
sity among students, faculty, staff, and 
administration on campus. A sincere 
commitment to diversity should extend 
to all levels of leadership. Our Savior 
designed our diversity, and Wheaton 
College must seek to honor his lordship 
by diligently pursuing reconciliation 
and celebrating our unity in Christ.

Promote Liberal Arts Excellence
The trustees, administration, and 
faculty will partner in efforts to renew 
our liberal arts identity and improve 
educational excellence.

Wheaton embraces the enduring 
value of the liberal arts and strives to 
improve the learning experience the 
College provides for students. The 
unique intellectual benefits of liberal 
arts learning are deeply rooted in the 
Christian tradition. Yet this form of 
education faces increasing pressure from 
forces that push higher education to 
provide narrow training for a specific 
profession. The challenge for Wheaton 
is to clearly and persuasively articulate—
both inside the classroom and beyond 
the College—the value of the liberal 
arts as vocational preparation, with the 
understanding that “vocation” refers not 
only to one’s career, but more broadly to 
the multiple callings of a Christian  
life that takes the lead in serving God 
and others.

In May 2012, after a yearlonG process of collaboratIon across caMpus, Wheaton’s board 
of trustees approved four strateGIc prIorItIes for the colleGe. What We present here Is an 
abrIdGeMent of a More extensIve docuMent outlInInG plans, projects, and processes for 
Wheaton’s future, soMe of WhIch are already underWay.*
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The CharTer of WheaTon College (1861) sTaTes ThaT The Board of TrusTees is “a Body poliTiC and CorporaTe . . . [ThaT Will] do all 
Business ThaT may Be neCessary and appropriaTe To seCure The permanenCy and prosperiTy of The College.” Today, the individuals 
charged with this duty are: (row 1, l to r) Jeanette L. Hsieh ’66, Kathryn H. Vaselkiv ’83, Shundrawn Thomas, David K. Gieser ’71 (chairman), Philip G. Ryken 
’88, Philip G. Hubbard ’72 (vice chairman), Barbara W. Anderson ’70, Joseph M. Stowell. (row 2)  Steven C. Preston, Bishop Emery Lindsay, Harold “Mac” 
Airhart ’61, James Plueddemann ’65, M.A. ’71, Jeffrey Meyer ’82 (secretary), Gary W. Griffin ’64, George F. Bennett, Jr. ’63. Not pictured: Darrell L. Bock, 
James Goetz ’79, Gregory Waybright ’74, M.A. ’78.

Enhance Music and the 
Performing Arts
In addition to advancing programmatic 
initiatives, the trustees will seek to address 
Wheaton’s most pressing facility need by 
initiating the formal planning process 
for a new Conservatory building to 
serve as a home for music education and 
performance in the arts.

The Wheaton College Conservatory 
of Music is poised to reach new levels of 
artistic excellence and cultural influence. 
Yet our facilities lag far behind the caliber 
of our program and in some cases are 
unacceptable in size and quality for our 
current program. What is truly needed 
is a major new facility for music and 
the performing arts. This building will 
enhance the education of our musicians—
not only our Conservatory students, but 
also many others who take lessons or 
participate in our main ensembles—and 

improve the experience of those attending 
hundreds of concerts and recitals each year. 

Complementary Priorities
other considerations that are part 
of the planning:
refresh WheaTon’s mission 
sTaTemenT The Board of Trustees 
will lead a formal review of the current 
mission statement—for example, giving 
attention to more clearly emphasizing our 
educational mission and its relationship to 
the liberal arts.

nurTure viBranT ChrisTian 
CommuniTy The president will devise 
means of identifying our core values for 
life together as a learning, living, working 
community of grace; of regularly assessing 
progress in honoring those values; and of 
working collaboratively to improve the 
quality of Christ-centered community 
campus-wide.

exTend affordaBiliTy Keep the 
Wheaton education affordable for 
students from the broadest range of 
economic backgrounds, in part through 
securing scholarship funding. In addition, 
as a principle for sound financial 
management, the College will fund 
strategic initiatives through tuition-
neutral gifts, endowments, reallocations, 
and budget reductions.

sTrengThen graduaTe
eduCaTion Improve and expand 
facilities for graduate education. Affirm 
advanced degree programs as a legitimate 
complement to a liberal arts program. 
Maintain academic excellence across 
programs and foster the spiritual and 
material welfare of our students. 

*For the complete document, go to http://www.
wheaton.edu/About-Wheaton/Leadership
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Since its founding more than 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been both wise in the  
management of financial gifts as well as forthright in its accountability for those gifts. If you would like 
a copy of our latest audited financial statement, you may download it from our website at
http://www.wheaton.edu/disclosures/financial-audit-information. You can also write Victor L. Glavach, 
Controller, 501 College Avenue, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187, or call 630-752-5128.

Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012

Endowment Market Value and Spending

Balance Sheet Highlights 2011-12  2010-11 2009-08  2008-09
Total Assets  $ 667,570,000  $ 675,486,000 $ 624,819,000 $ 584,158,000 

Net Assets Unrestricted  233,707,000  240,774,000   192,831,000 185,294,000 
 Temporarily Restricted 139,548,000  148,165,000  155,705,000 135,282,000 
 Permanently Restricted 129,283,000  122,978,000 111,264,000 105,637,000 

 Total Net Assets $ 502,538,000  $ 511,917,000 $ 459,800,000 $ 426,213,000 

Operating Highlights
Tuition and Fees  78,790,000  75,097,000 71,510,000 69,180,000 
Scholarships  (25,378,000)  (23,467,000) (22,047,000) (19,799,000) 

 Net Tuition and Fees  $ 53,412,000  $ 51,630,000 $ 49,463,000 $ 49,381,000 

Auxiliary  19,741,000  19,270,000 19,227,000 20,181,000 
Gifts and Grants  21,821,000  24,888,000 27,061,000 20,398,000 
Endowment Spending  14,652,000  14,921,000   15,876,000   16,572,000     

Educational and General Expenses $ 95,063,000  $ 89,995,000  $ 87,954,000  $ 87,475,000 
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Endowment: $312.9 million
The endowment contains those assets of the 
College permanently invested to support College 
programs. The purpose of the endowment is to 
generate a dependable stream of income and 
provide a reserve of institutional resources. The 
investment objective is to maximize total return over 
the long term within acceptable risk parameters.

The endowment declined 3% to $312.9 million 
as of June 30, 2012. The decline was driven by 
endowment spending and declines in international 
stocks. Endowment spending withdrawals were 
$14.7 million and investment losses were $2.0 
million. These declines were offset by endowment 
increases due to gifts and transfers of $7.0 million. 
Endowment per student decreased to $112, 928 
compared to $116,505 as of June 30, 2012.

•

•

•

• •
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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C A M P U S  N E W S

Wheaton Acquires Papers 
of John Piper
The Wheaton College Archives & 
Special Collections recently acquired the 
papers of theologian and pastor Dr. John 
Piper ’68. The papers include physical 
and electronic materials comprised of 
Dr. Piper’s spiritual journals, sermon 
manuscripts, correspondence, and 
historical items related to Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, where he has served for 
more than 30 years. “Studying John Piper’s 
life and ministry through his eyes—as 
he preaches Christ crucified, engages the 
world around him, and articulates his joys 
and struggles through these documents—
will provide scholars with great 
opportunities to understand this moment 
in Christian history,” says David Malone 
M.A.’92, associate professor of library 
science and head of Wheaton’s Archives 
& Special Collections department. More 
information on the holdings of the 
Wheaton College Archives & Special 
Collections, including the Piper papers, 
may be found at archon.wheaton.edu.

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

n Endowment Value (left scale, in $ millions)  n Annual Spending  (right scale, in $ millions)  

The planet Venus passed between Earth 
and the front of the sun, briefly appearing 
to touch it, on June 5, 2012, and in 
honor of this event the Wheaton College 
Astronomical Observatory opened to the 
College and the community. “This was 
a very rare event—the kind of thing you 
can only see once in a lifetime,” says Dr. 
Arend J. Poelarends, Wheaton assistant 
professor of physics and astronomy.

The phenomenon was visible in North 

The 2012 Missionary Book Mailing
Upwards of 500 alumni families serving as missionaries in more than 70 countries 
receive Christmas gift packages of books from Wheaton College each year. 
Publishers donate the books and Wheaton’s Board of Trustees donates funds 
for the shipping costs. This year’s package included Does God Know How to Tie 
Shoes? written by Nancy White Carlstrom ’70 and illustrated by Lori McElrath-
Eslick (Eerdmans Publishing); Giving and Getting in the Kingdom: A Field Guide,  
by Dr. R. Mark Dillon hon (Moody Publishers); Liberal Arts for the Christian Life, 
edited by Drs. Jeffry C. Davis ’83 and Philip G. Ryken ’88 (Crossway Books); 
Running in Circles: How False Spirituality Traps Us in Unhealthy Relationships, 
by Dr. Kim V. Engelmann, with foreword by Dr. John Ortberg ’79 (IVP Books); and 
Lion of Babylon, by Davis Bunn (Bethany House). Missionary families also received 
one of the following Wheaton Conservatory of Music CDs: SING!, Love’s Pure Light 
(with Sylvia McNair ’78), Life and Death—by the Concert Choir, Dr. Paul W. Wiens, 
conductor; My Song is Love Unknown, Lead Gently Lord—Women’s Chorale,  
Dr. Mary Hopper ’73, conductor; Concentricity, Percussion Ensemble, Dr. Kathleen 
Kastner ’71, conductor; and The Spirit of Romanticism, Symphony Orchestra,  
Dr. Daniel Sommerville, conductor.

America on June 5 and in Asia, Australia, 
Africa, and Europe on June 6. The rare 
alignment of the two bodies allowed 
early astronomers to measure the size 
of the solar system. The Venus Transit 
occurs as a pair of events separated by 
eight years. The first of the current cycle 
of events took place in June 2004. The 
last complete Venus Transit took place in 
December 1874 and December 1882; the 
next will happen in 2117.

Observatory Opened for Transit of Venus
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Symphony Orchestra Wins Third   
Under the direction of conductor Dr. Daniel Sommerville,  
the Wheaton College Symphony Orchestra earned third place in  
The American Prize for Orchestral Performance, college/
university division, 2012. 

Founded in 2009, The American Prize is a series of new, 
nonprofit national competitions for best-recorded performances 
by ensembles and individuals each year at the professional, college/
university, church, community and secondary school levels. 

“That our Symphony Orchestra has been given this honor,” 
says Dr. Michael Wilder, dean of the Conservatory, arts, and 
communication, “is a strong endorsement of the high musical 
standards and accomplishments of our students and faculty.  
This prize placed Wheaton College’s Symphony Orchestra among 
top flight finalists, including Florida State University, Oklahoma 
State University, University of Denver, and University of  
North Carolina.”

The award-winning recording included performances of 
Nielsen’s Symphony No. 2; Ravel’s Tombeau de Couperin; and 
Mahler’s Songs of a Wayfarer, with Gerard Sundberg, baritone 
(and voice professor at Wheaton’s Conservatory of Music). The 
recording was made, mixed, and mastered at Wheaton, under  
the direction of Brian Porick ’98.

The 80-piece orchestra also recently played for the 2012 
College Orchestra Directors Association national conference 
at Northwestern University. While there, orchestra members 
worked with top graduate and undergraduate conducting 
students at the conference conducting workshop, with Victor 
Yampolsky as Master Teacher.

Students Serve in  
Summer Ministry
This past summer, 76 Wheaton 
students served through Wheaton’s 
Office of Christian Outreach (OCO), 
traveling to more than 13 countries 
and three different urban centers 
in the U.S.  Thanks to partnerships 
with international and national 
organizations, they gained experiences 
ranging from shadowing doctors in 
hospitals in Ghana and Bolivia, to 
teaching in the Dominican Republic 
and Hong Kong. 

Rev. Brian Medaglia, director of 
OCO, traveled with students to visit 
Hospitals of Hope, an OCO partner 
organization in Bolivia. Andrew 
Kilgore ’14 says, “This trip prompted 
us to more intentionally consider our 
role as Christians in a context like 
Bolivia and how we can use medicine 
as a platform for proclaiming the gospel, 
even in the midst of pervasive poverty 
and injustice.”

On an excursion to Trolltunga, a scenic Norwegian 

cliff. Last summer, David Ko ’14, Jeremy Petersen 

’14, and Julie Flaherty ’12 served in the city of 

Bergen, Norway, with OCO’s Youth Hostel Ministry. 

Jacob Gordon ’13, Susie Lee ’13, and 

Isaac Miller ’12 co-authored a presentation 
titled “Anisotropies in illusory line motion” 
with Dr. Raymond Phinney, associate 
professor and chair of undergraduate psy-
chology, at the Association for Psychological 
Science Conference held in May 2012.

Dr. Phinney’s research concerns how 
humans process motion and depth 
information and use that information 
to interact with the world. Dr. Phinney 
explains: “Illusory line motion is the 
perception that a line grew to its full length 

Wheaton Professor and Students Present at 
Psychological Science Conference  

when it really appeared all at once. The 
illusion occurs when the line’s appearance 
is preceded by an attentional cue. It is 
thought that one’s attention to the cue 
enhances visual processing of one end of 
the line more than the other end, resulting 
in a perception of line growth rather than 
sudden onset.” 

By measuring and recording how 
the illusion varies depending on certain 
variables, Dr. Phinney and his students 
hope to gain a better understanding of the 
role of attention in visual perception. 

S T U D E N T  N E W S
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F a c u lt y  N e w s

Welcome, New Faculty
Row 1: Sandra Tomuletiu, communication; William Medcalf, physics/engineering; Christa Tooley, 

urban studies and sociology/anthropology; Pamela Davis M.A. ’02, psychology; Amy Peeler, biblical 

and theological studies; Paul Sanchez, piano. Row 2: Greg Vanden Heuvel, biology; Ward Davis, 

psychology; David McNutt, biblical and theological studies; Susan Dunn-Hensley, English; Christine 

Folch, sociology and anthropology; Laura Rizzo, library; Danilo Diedrichs, mathematics; Dana 

Townsend, applied health science; Sueen Noh, communication. Row 3: Min-Dong Paul Lee, business 

and economics; David J. Van Dyke ’91, psychology; Jeremy Cook, business and economics; Chris 

Keil ’87, environmental studies; Greg Caruso, military science; Adam Wood ’04, philosophy.

Wheaton Dean Recognized  
as a Key Christian Leader
The cover story of a recent issue of 
Christianity Today, titled “50 Women You 
Should Know,” includes Wheaton’s Dean 
of Natural and Social Sciences Dr. Dorothy 
Chappell as one of the key Christian 
women leaders who are most profoundly 
shaping the evangelical church and North 
American society. 

“This is a worthy recognition of a 
colleague who has, for many years, served 
as a respected leader in Christian higher 
education,” says Wheaton’s Provost Stan 
Jones.

A teacher for 25 years—17 of those years 
at Wheaton—she was recognized as the 
Outstanding Educator of the Chicago 
Region in 1994 and the Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year at Wheaton in 1982. 
With her studies of biochemistry, genetics, 
ethics, and Christian scholarship, she 
has received many other academic and 
professional honors, including a Fulbright 
Scholar’s Research Award for a year’s 
research in Australia, Fiji, and New Zealand. 

Dr. Chappell’s influence has extended 
across the country through her participation 
on numerous accreditation teams in the 
Midwest and New England, and her 
service on five boards of trustees, including 
Wheaton’s, the Phycological Society of 
America, and the John F. Templeton 
Foundation Board of Advisors. She is co-
author of the book Not Just Science: Questions 
Where Faith and Natural Science Intersect 
(Zondervan). 

“Dr. Chappell understands and pursues 
academic excellence in a distinctively 
Christian fashion,” notes Provost Jones. “We 
have been blessed by her service as a faculty 
member, a trustee, and as a dean.”

Dr. Christine Gardner, associate 
professor of communication, is the 
recipient of the 2012 Stephen E. Lucas 
Debut Publication Award from the 
National Communication Association 
(NCA), for her book Making Chastity 
Sexy: The Rhetoric of Evangelical Abstinence 
Campaigns (University of California Press, 
2011). This NCA honor recognizes not 
only her contributions to her discipline, 
but also the high standard of academic 

rigor evident in this published work.
“This book brings together cross- 

cultural research, ethnography, and  
rhetorical theory to explore and explain  
the phenomenon of evangelical chastity 
movements,” writes Dr. Brian Howell, 
associate professor of anthropology, in 
his review of Making Chastity Sexy. 

“Anyone interested in contemporary 
U.S. Christianity, youth movements, 
evangelicals and sexuality, or comparisons 
of East African and U.S. Euro-American 
discourses of sexuality will find this an 
excellent read.”

On Wheaton’s faculty since 2004, 
Dr. Gardner brings her scholarly 
achievement to the study of gender and 
sexuality, public sphere theory, social 
movements, the rhetoric of religion, and 
HIV/AIDs. She received her Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University, and has worked 
professionally in radio broadcasting, 
public relations, and print journalism.

Professor Writes Award-Winning Book
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WHEATON sports

In the Pocket 

“I am looking for women who 
want to be part of something, and part of 
something that makes a difference,” says 
Katie Iser East ’11, named head coach of the 
Wheaton College softball program in July.

Katie served as assistant coach in 2012, 
and replaces her own former head coach, 
Chris Hudson ’94, following his six-
year tenure. A stellar contributor to the 
program, Katie set school records, earned 
all-conference and all-region recognition, 
and helped lead the program to its first 
conference tournament berth since 2002. 

Hudson, who recruited and coached 
Katie, and hired her as assistant coach, 
says, “Although Katie is a great athlete, 
what really sets her apart is her ability to 
be mentally tough. As she entered her 
record-breaking senior season, she honed 
her ability to block out stress and channel 
game pressure into positive energy and 
successful outcomes.”

As a player at Wheaton, Katie set school 
records for stolen bases in a career and 
single season (2011). During her breakout 

by Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

Having come up through the program, Wheaton’s new 
head softball coach offers students inside expertise.

senior season of 2011 she established a 
school record for base hits with 62 as 
she earned all-region and all-conference 
honors. In addition to setting Wheaton’s 
career stolen bases record, she is second 
all-time in games played (158) and 
fourth in base hits (146) for the Thunder 
softball program.

Excited about the opportunity to lead, 
Katie says, “I felt God calling me here 
to coach so that I can help women grow 
the way I grew.” She adds, “As a player, 
my coaches invested in me by pushing 
me to do my best in school, helping me 
through family problems, and helping 
me through relational problems. My 
coaches cared about me as a person and 
as a player.”

She sees the potential for tremendous 
growth for every student-athlete through 
the dynamics of participating on a team. 

“The softball team was a huge part of my 
experience here because they were my 
sisters in Christ. It was this community 
that I had never had before. I always 

During her senior  
season, Katie Iser East ’11  
set school records  
for base hits and career 
stolen bases.
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On Homecoming Day, October 6, alumni and current varsity baseball 
players, other athletes and dignitaries, and 200 fans cheered approval 
as Wheaton formally named the Lee Pfund Baseball Stadium. On hand 
were Coach Lee Pfund’s sons and daughter-in-law:  (l to r) Randy ’74; 
Kerry’s wife, Carol Gottschall Pfund ’73; Kerry ’71; Coach Pfund ’49; 
and John ’65.    

In the Pocket 
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all-time in games played (158) and 
fourth in base hits (146) for the Thunder 
softball program.
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Katie says, “I felt God calling me here 
to coach so that I can help women grow 
the way I grew.” She adds, “As a player, 
my coaches invested in me by pushing 
me to do my best in school, helping me 
through family problems, and helping 
me through relational problems. My 
coaches cared about me as a person and 
as a player.”

She sees the potential for tremendous 
growth for every student-athlete through 
the dynamics of participating on a team. 

“The softball team was a huge part of my 
experience here because they were my 
sisters in Christ. It was this community 
that I had never had before. I always 

Men’s Basketball
11/15 Capital 

11/17 Alma 

11/20 Loras 

11/28 U. of Chicago

11/30 Calvin 

12/1 Hope 

12/6 Westminster (MO) 

12/8 Washington (MO) 

12/12 Cornell College

12/14 Northwestern (MN)

12/15 North Central (MN) 

1/2 Illinois Wesleyan 

1/5 North Central 

1/9 North Park 

1/12 Millikin 

1/16 Augustana 

1/19 Carthage 

1/23 Elmhurst 

1/26 North Central 

1/30 North Park 

2/2 Illinois Wesleyan 

2/6 Augustana 

2/9 Millikin 

2/16 Carthage 

2/19 Elmhurst 

2/22-23 CCIW Tournament   

  

Women’s Basketball
11/16 Blackburn 

11/17 Consolation/ 

 Championship 

11/20 Aurora 

11/28 U. of Chicago 

12/1 Simpson 

12/4 Clarke (IA)

12/7 Claremont-Mudd-Scripps

12/8 Pomona-Pitzer

12/14 Rockford 

12/15 Benedictine 

1/2 Illinois Wesleyan 

1/5 North Central 

1/9 Augustana 

1/12 Millikin 

1/16 North Park 

1/19 Carthage 

1/23 Elmhurst 

1/26  North Central 

1/30 Augustana 

2/2 Illinois Wesleyan 

2/6 North Park 

2/9 Millikin 

2/12 Robert Morris (IL) 

2/16 Carthage 

2/19 Elmhurst 

2/22-23 CCIW Tournament

   

Wrestling
11/3 Messiah 

11/8 U. of Chicago

11/10  Knox 

11/13 Elmhurst 

11/17 Concordia (WI)

12/1 MSOE 

12/8 North Central 

1/5 Milwaukee Sch.of   

 Engineering 

1/12 Manchester 

1/19 Manchester 

1/19 Concordia (WI) 

1/19 North Central 

1/25 Augustana w/Knox 

2/1-2 Pete Willson-Wheaton  

 Invite 

2/9 U. of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 

2/16 U. of Dubuque Jim Fox  

 Open

2/21 CCIW Championships

3/2 NCAA Great Lakes  

 Regional 

3/15-16 NCAA Div. III Nationals 

Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming

10/27 U. of Chicago

11/2 UW-Milwaukee

11/3 Calvin 

11/16-17 U. of Chicago 

 Invitational 

11/30-12/1 Wheaton Invitational

12/8 Olivet Nazarene 

1/12 Quad Meet

1/19 Carthage 

1/26 UIC Diving Invite

2/2 Ill. Wesleyan w/North 

 Central 

2/14-16 CCIW Championships 

3/20-23 NCAA Div. III  

 Championships

 
Men’s and Women’s 
Indoor Track & Field

2/2 UW-Parkside Classic 

2/8 Chicagoland Women’s  

 Championships 

2/9 Chicagoland Men’s  

 Championships 

2/15 North Central Invite

2/22-23 CCIW Championships 

3/2 Last Chance Meet 

3/8-9 NCAA Div. III Indoor  

 Nationals 

Home contests  

are in bold. For more 

information on  

schedules and possible 

changes you can view  

our website at  

http://athletics.wheaton.edu. 

Wheaton Thunder Winter Sports Schedule

knew this group of 15 women had my back 
in every situation, but at the same time 
would push me to be a better Christian, a 
better athlete, and friend,” she says.  

Chris believes Katie’s experience as a  
player at Wheaton gives her a lot of 
promise as a coach. “Having experienced 
transformation herself, she is in a position 
to help lead others through the same 
process. She inherits a talented team that 
has potential, and her unique ability to 
help them thrive under—even embrace—
pressure could help her stand out as a coach 
early in her career,” he says.

When asked about her goals for the team, 
Katie says, “I want our program to keep 
growing. That means I want the team 
to grow in size and have success in the 
CCIW and nationally every single year.” 
She also hopes to create an atmosphere in 
which players not only work hard, but also 
serve and challenge each other to excel on 
and off the field.

“I believe this is a tremendous ministry,” 
she says. 

For a complete listing of 

radio, video, and cable 

broadcast schedules for  

all Thunder sports, visit 

http://www.wheaton.edu/

WETN/WETN-Live.  

For live in-game statistics 

and the latest news in 

Wheaton Athletics, visit 

http://athletics.wheaton.edu/

Jim ’69 and mary Whitmer '69 PhotograPhy
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the pull of the water

From front to back:  
Josh Green ’14,  
Thomas Philbrick ’15, 
Austin Malde-Zoradi ’15, 
Carl Kay ’14. 
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the pull of the water

WHEATON view

4:20 a.m. Crew team captain Jerrod 
Schrock ’13 wakes up for practice on 
the Fox River in St. Charles at this time 
twice a week in the spring and fall. 

By 5:30 a.m., Jerrod and his four 
teammates are skimming over the 
water. The 39-member team of men 
and women practice five to six days 
a week, with a maximum of two early 
mornings on the river. 

The first weekend in November, 
the team headed to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, for the Head of the Hooch, 
where the men’s varsity boat took first 
place in the four-man championship 
race last year. One of the women’s 
boats took sixth place last year in the 
Head of the Charles, the world’s largest 
2-day rowing event. Racing against 
universities and clubs with much larger 
student populations, Coach Gary Bohlin 
notes it’s remarkable that Wheaton’s 
boats can compete nationally. 

Says Jerrod, “Crew is an individual  
and team sport at the same time.  
We have to focus on what we’re doing 
individually, while also being perfectly 
synced with three other guys—we 
become really close as a team.” 

Crew is one of ten club sports at 
Wheaton that draw a total of about  
180 students each year. 
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That June day, however, Wheaton welcomed an 
intertribal gathering to celebrate both Christ and culture. A large 
assembly of Native North Americans had come to Wheaton College 
for the annual symposium of NAIITS, the North American Institute 
for Indigenous Theological Studies. These Native American and 
Canadian First Nations brothers and sisters meet yearly as evangelical 
believers to reflect on our common faith in Christ and to share 
stories of the deep pain and great joy they have experienced as Native 
followers of the Jesus Way. As we stood in a circle on the Quad with 
burning sage as incense, and listened to the drum and singing, the 
thought ran through my mind: Welcome home. 

The Early 1800s: The History You May Not Know
The 1830s marked the beginning of non-Native immigration to 
this area due to the easy access afforded by the opening of the Erie  
Canal in 1825. In 1831 Erastus Gary was the first New Englander  
to arrive in what became DuPage County. Leaving their Connecticut 

Vincent Yellow Old Woman 
(Blackfoot) and Ray Aldred 
(Swan River Cree) in prayer 
on the Quad.

On Native Soil
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That June day, however, Wheaton welcomed an 
intertribal gathering to celebrate both Christ and culture. A large 
assembly of Native North Americans had come to Wheaton College 
for the annual symposium of NAIITS, the North American Institute 
for Indigenous Theological Studies. These Native American and 
Canadian First Nations brothers and sisters meet yearly as evangelical 
believers to reflect on our common faith in Christ and to share 
stories of the deep pain and great joy they have experienced as Native 
followers of the Jesus Way. As we stood in a circle on the Quad with 
burning sage as incense, and listened to the drum and singing, the 
thought ran through my mind: Welcome home. 

The Early 1800s: The History You May Not Know
The 1830s marked the beginning of non-Native immigration to 
this area due to the easy access afforded by the opening of the Erie  
Canal in 1825. In 1831 Erastus Gary was the first New Englander  
to arrive in what became DuPage County. Leaving their Connecticut 

The Wheaton College land where we stood that hot summer 
afternoon in early June 2012 was once inhabited and  
tended, hunted and traveled, by many indigenous tribes, most 
recently the Potawatomi. But these tribes had been swept  
from their lands almost 200 years before by rifle and pen as new 
arrivals from New England traveled west on the Erie Canal  
to plow their own claims in this good land. 

home, Warren Wheaton and his brother Jesse followed in the late 
1830s. Gary and the Wheatons acquired land that had fallen to U.S. 
Government hands with the signing of the treaty of Prairie du Chien 
on July 29, 1829. The Potawatomi whose villages surrounded this  
area, along with the Chippewa and Ottawa, ceded a large tract of land 
from Lake Michigan to the Rock River in Illinois.1

On May 28th the following year, President Andrew Jackson signed 
into law the Indian Removal Act that forcibly relocated Native 
Americans from the lands east of the Mississippi, an action which is 
today defined as “ethnic cleansing.”2  Black Hawk (Sauk) became 
well known at the time for his resistance to the removal. Until Black 
Hawk’s defeat in 1832, immigrants of European descent were reluctant 
to move here since he had solicited the help of the Potawatomi who 
lived in the area. The Potawatomi did not join Black Hawk, but they 
too were removed from their villages located on land currently known 
as Churchill Woods in Glen Ellyn, Morton Arboretum in Lisle, and 
the intersection of I-88 and Naperville Road south of Wheaton. The 

On Native Soil The intertwined histories of Wheaton College and Native  
Americans provide the context in which students and faculty are 
forging fresh and healing relationships with Native people.
by Dr. Gene L. Green ’76, M.A. ’77, professor of New Testament
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new settlers on these lands traveled west from Chicago along 
Native American trails, now paved and signposted as Roosevelt Road,  
St. Charles Road, Army Trail Road, Butterfield Road, and  
Ogden Avenue. 

The Mid to Late 1800s: Blanchard’s Views
Although the College stood on former Potawatomi land, Wheaton’s 
first president, Jonathan Blanchard, deplored the ill treatment of 
Native Americans during the era of American westward expansion. 
In the magazine he edited, Blanchard decried the actions of a colonel 
who “butchered eighty Indians, mostly old men, women, and 
children.” Commenting on his eight-month journey west he said,  

“I saw nothing but utter extermination for that wild and wonderful 
people. My heart was continually heavy for their fate” (Christian 
Cynosure, Feb. 6, 1879). His letters from that trip display compassion 
toward Native Americans as he laments their suffering and loss of land. 
After describing an idyllic landscape, he wrote: “And if Indians should 
peer on us from the distant bluffs, how must they feel to see fifty 
wagons & 150 men with horses & mules to match occupying their 
paradise, driving far off their game, devouring every green thing…?” 
(CC, Jan. 8, 1864). 

Blanchard committed himself and the College to freedom for slaves 
but also denounced the violence and abuse Native Americans endured. 
The Christian Cynosure stood against “the theory that the only good 

the unique challenges these urban Native Americans face. Much of 
what he learned challenged his prior assumptions. “The majority 
of American Indians do not actually live on reservations,” he says, 
noting that the 2010 U.S. Census reported that Chicago is one of 
10 places with the largest numbers of Native Americans or Alaska 
Natives—at almost 27,000 within the city limits.

Interested in helping develop culturally relevant services for 
Native peoples nationwide, Isaac has been glad to see interest in 
Native American issues growing at Wheaton. “Looking at theology 
through something other than white, western eyes can often help us 
understand God more fully.”

Arizona: Rachel Starks ’00
“When I was finishing up at Wheaton, my goal was to change the 
world,” says Rachel, who grew up on the Zuni Reservation in New 
Mexico. 

Today, she is helping to do just that for many Native Americans 
through her work as a senior researcher with the Native Nations 
Institute, housed at the Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy at 
the University of Arizona. 

While at Wheaton, Rachel remembers learning from Sociology 
Professor Dr. Alvaro Nieves that to fix racism, the institutions 
that perpetuate inequality must be changed. “That’s what makes 
working closely with Native governance so rewarding! I get to see 
institutions changing.” 

She explains that the 560-plus federally recognized tribes in the 
U.S. are at varying levels of self-governance today. “Some have 
taken over most institutions and run their own businesses and 
employ the majority of the population in the adjacent towns, but 
others are barely scraping by in poverty-stricken communities.” This 
disparity drives her research to find out what has led to the success 
stories, and where roadblocks lie. 

“Every day I engage in research that will support policy toward 
strong Native nations,” she says, adding, “A strong nation has a 
stable, efficient, legitimate government; a local economy; good health 
care; and healthy citizens. We see instances of these characteristics 
over and over again, and that makes going to work exciting.” 

More than Mere Ripples
Meet a Wheaton professor, a student, and an alumna 
engaged in Native issues—here on Wheaton’s campus 
and serving reservations across the Americas. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Wheaton: Dr. Melissa Franklin-Harkrider, associate 
professor of history
Inspect the well-worn brown leather change purse and the 
yellowed, carefully folded documents inside—what do these 
items tell you about their owner?

With these instructions, Dr. Franklin-Harkrider invites the 
students in her History 105 class each year to attempt to identify 
and understand someone—in this case, her great-grandfather, of 
Cherokee descent—through only the things he carried with him.

Through this small exercise, she says, students gain a small 
picture of some of the challenges and hardships her great-
grandfather faced. By incorporating primary sources from Native 
American perspectives in her classes, she hopes to increase 
students’ understanding of more sweeping Native American issues. 

“I think we have a responsibility,” she says, “to let Native voices 
speak for themselves and to challenge stereotypes.” Awareness 
begins as people begin to “recognize the damage, scars, and 
wounds that many Native Americans feel in their hearts because of 
how they were treated.”

In addition to teaching history at Wheaton, Dr. Franklin-Harkrider 
is pursuing a certificate in American Indian Studies through the 
University of Wisconsin, and learning the Cherokee language 
through online classes. Through this further education, she hopes 
to “speak in more knowledgeable ways about the Native American 
community to Wheaton students.”

Chicago: Isaac Weaver PSY.D. ’15
An eye-opening college ministry trip to the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, the third poorest county in the United States, sparked 
an interest in serving Native Americans for Isaac Weaver. 

At Wheaton, Isaac jumped at the opportunity to complete his 
psychology practicum at the American Indian Health Services of 
Chicago last year. He spent a year doing individual therapy, while 
also learning about the strengths of the community in Chicago and 

Waubonsie (c. 1760-c. 1848) was the chief of the Potawatomi whose village stood 
north of Aurora. Refusing to take part in Black Hawk’s (Sauk) war against the  
U.S. Government, he placed his “X” mark on a treaty, ceding the land where 
Wheaton College stands and joining “chiefs and warriors of . . . Chippewa, Ottawa, 
and Potawatami nations, [who] set their hands and seals, at Prairie du Chien, . . . 
[the] twenty-ninth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-nine.”  Melissa Franklin-Harkrider
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Indian is the dead Indian” and opposed the “frontier encroachments 
and the avarice of white men” (CC, Jan. 8, 1891). 

Blanchard’s views on social reform were woven into the fabric of 
the College. The Wheaton College Bulletin declared the school’s aim 
was “to send forth young men and women well furnished in mind  
and thoroughly grounded in the principles and practice of an active 
and reforming Christianity” (1876-77, p. 15). Blanchard believed, 
however, that the best course for helping Native peoples was the Peace 
Policy of 1869 that entailed “civilizing” the Indians. For him and 
others of his day, this meant Americanizing them (CC, Feb. 6, 1879; 
July 8, 1886; Jan. 8, 1891). Blanchard could not predict at the time 
what the loss of culture would mean for Native Americans.

The Early 2000s:  Wheaton at a Century and a Half
A Native gathering song, accompanied by a hand drum, welcomed 
students and faculty in February 2012 to an event titled “Making 
the Invisible Visible: Wheaton, History, and Contemporary Native 
American Realities.” Dr. John Low (Potawatomi) unfolded the 
Native American history of Chicago and DuPage County, while Joe 
Podlasek (Ojibwe), executive director of the American Indian Center 
of Chicago (AIC), provided an overview of the current realities facing 
the 49,000 Native Americans in the Chicagoland area, many of whose 
families arrived at the time of the Indian Relocation Act in the early 
1950s. He shared that Chicago Native Americans struggle against 
entrenched stereotypes and the misperception that they no longer 
exist. They cope with cuts in funding earmarked for education and 
support of the elders and the young, and face varied social problems 
such as homelessness. 

the unique challenges these urban Native Americans face. Much of 
what he learned challenged his prior assumptions. “The majority 
of American Indians do not actually live on reservations,” he says, 
noting that the 2010 U.S. Census reported that Chicago is one of 
10 places with the largest numbers of Native Americans or Alaska 
Natives—at almost 27,000 within the city limits.

Interested in helping develop culturally relevant services for 
Native peoples nationwide, Isaac has been glad to see interest in 
Native American issues growing at Wheaton. “Looking at theology 
through something other than white, western eyes can often help us 
understand God more fully.”

Arizona: Rachel Starks ’00
“When I was finishing up at Wheaton, my goal was to change the 
world,” says Rachel, who grew up on the Zuni Reservation in New 
Mexico. 

Today, she is helping to do just that for many Native Americans 
through her work as a senior researcher with the Native Nations 
Institute, housed at the Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy at 
the University of Arizona. 

While at Wheaton, Rachel remembers learning from Sociology 
Professor Dr. Alvaro Nieves that to fix racism, the institutions 
that perpetuate inequality must be changed. “That’s what makes 
working closely with Native governance so rewarding! I get to see 
institutions changing.” 

She explains that the 560-plus federally recognized tribes in the 
U.S. are at varying levels of self-governance today. “Some have 
taken over most institutions and run their own businesses and 
employ the majority of the population in the adjacent towns, but 
others are barely scraping by in poverty-stricken communities.” This 
disparity drives her research to find out what has led to the success 
stories, and where roadblocks lie. 

“Every day I engage in research that will support policy toward 
strong Native nations,” she says, adding, “A strong nation has a 
stable, efficient, legitimate government; a local economy; good health 
care; and healthy citizens. We see instances of these characteristics 
over and over again, and that makes going to work exciting.” 

More than Mere Ripples
Meet a Wheaton professor, a student, and an alumna 
engaged in Native issues—here on Wheaton’s campus 
and serving reservations across the Americas. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Wheaton: Dr. Melissa Franklin-Harkrider, associate 
professor of history
Inspect the well-worn brown leather change purse and the 
yellowed, carefully folded documents inside—what do these 
items tell you about their owner?

With these instructions, Dr. Franklin-Harkrider invites the 
students in her History 105 class each year to attempt to identify 
and understand someone—in this case, her great-grandfather, of 
Cherokee descent—through only the things he carried with him.

Through this small exercise, she says, students gain a small 
picture of some of the challenges and hardships her great-
grandfather faced. By incorporating primary sources from Native 
American perspectives in her classes, she hopes to increase 
students’ understanding of more sweeping Native American issues. 

“I think we have a responsibility,” she says, “to let Native voices 
speak for themselves and to challenge stereotypes.” Awareness 
begins as people begin to “recognize the damage, scars, and 
wounds that many Native Americans feel in their hearts because of 
how they were treated.”

In addition to teaching history at Wheaton, Dr. Franklin-Harkrider 
is pursuing a certificate in American Indian Studies through the 
University of Wisconsin, and learning the Cherokee language 
through online classes. Through this further education, she hopes 
to “speak in more knowledgeable ways about the Native American 
community to Wheaton students.”

Chicago: Isaac Weaver PSY.D. ’15
An eye-opening college ministry trip to the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, the third poorest county in the United States, sparked 
an interest in serving Native Americans for Isaac Weaver. 

At Wheaton, Isaac jumped at the opportunity to complete his 
psychology practicum at the American Indian Health Services of 
Chicago last year. He spent a year doing individual therapy, while 
also learning about the strengths of the community in Chicago and  Melissa Franklin-Harkrider Isaac Weaver Rachel Starks

Section 148 is the land ceded by the 
Treaty of Prairie du Chien on July 29, 1829.
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1Charles J. Kappler, ed., Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties; Vol. II, Treaties (Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1904), pp. 297-300. 
2The United Nations defines “ethnic cleansing” as “rendering an area ethnically 
homogenous by using force or intimidation to remove persons of given groups from the 
area.” (“Letter dated 24 May 1944 from the Secretary-General to the President of the 
Security Council,” p. 33.) Historians of Native American history apply the term to the 
removal of Native Americans from their lands.
3Section 148 is the land ceded by the Treaty of Prairie du Chien on July 29, 1829.  
A Century of Lawmaking for a New Nation: U.S. Congressional Documents and Debates, 
1774-1875, U.S. Serial Set, Number 4015, 56th Congress, 1st Session, 722-723.

Other events on campus have brought guest speakers such as 
Terry LeBlanc (Mi’kmaq), the executive director of NAIITS, who 
discussed biblical and Native perspectives on our ties with creation, 
and Dr. Alan Ray (Cherokee), president of Elmhurst College, who 
examined the enduring social and legal effects of the 15th-century 

“Doctrine of Discovery” that unleashed the conquest of the Americas. 
Such exposure to Native challenges is stirring an awakening on  
campus to the enduring Native presence among us, both beneath  
our feet and in our communities. This awareness has also fostered  
the development of new relationships with Native Americans. 

This intentionality at Wheaton has also stimulated reflection on 
contextualized Christian theology and practice. Not everyone involved 
in Native North American ministries agrees that beating a drum or 
burning sage in Christian worship are acceptable practices. Others like 
Rick Woods, editor of Mission Frontiers, affirm that “Contextualizing 
is the biblical approach used throughout the New Testament to 
communicate the gospel. It has been used by missionaries all over 
the world with great success, but it has been largely ignored by those 
ministering to Native Americans” (Mission Frontiers 32 [2010]: 4). 

NAIITS members and like-minded believers reject syncretism 
that subsumes the gospel to culture, but assert that the gospel must 
be contextualized for Native peoples to both uphold the authority of 
God’s Word and celebrate culture. As they say, “Christianity always 
expresses itself through a culture” ( Journal of NAIITS 1 [2003]: 27). 
Traditional drums express worship to God as in Psalm 150 and burning 
sage symbolizes prayer and cleansing, similar to the way Israel’s priests 
offered incense in the temple. Ministries led by NAIITS members—
such as My People International, Wiconi International, and Eagle’s 
Wings Ministries—seek to bring the gospel to Native North Americans 
through outreaches that honor Christ above all, while respecting  
Native cultures. 

In the coming academic year, an interdisciplinary corps of faculty 
will participate in a faculty development seminar on Native American 
issues sponsored by Wheaton’s new Center for Global and Experiential 
Learning (GEL). The goal of the seminar is to foster cultural 
competence among Wheaton faculty and raise consciousness about 

Native history and culture, according to Dean Dr. Laura Montgomery. 
Some professors are already involved in Native American issues, 

including Dr. Melissa Franklin-Harkrider, associate professor of 
history, who is pursuing an American Indian Studies Certificate 
at the University of Wisconsin (see page 16); Dr. Rob Ribbe ’87, 
M.A. ’90, assistant professor of Christian formation and ministry, 
who is developing a network of relationships with Native American 
communities around Wheaton’s HoneyRock Camp; and Dr. Brian 
Howell, associate professor of sociology and anthropology, who 
regularly takes students from HoneyRock to visit the Forest County 
Potawatomi and the Lake Superior Band of Chippewa (Ojibwe). 

During the 2012-13 academic year, seven Native American students 
enrolled at Wheaton, and in 2012, donors established the Lily Fund 
to help Native students defray the cost of their education. In addition, 
Wheaton students have served as interns at the American Indian 
Center in Chicago and Isaac Weaver Psy. D. ’15 recently completed 
an internship at the American Indian Health Services in Chicago  
(see page 16). 

Our Native American alumni include several, such as the late  
Dr. Taylor McKenzie ’54 and Rachel Starks ’00 (see page 17), who  
have served or are still serving Native people. A Diné (Navajo),  
Dr. McKenzie studied medicine after graduation from the College and 
then worked for 40 years to bring healthcare to the Diné people. In 
2000 the Wheaton College Alumni Association honored his labors 
with its Distinguished Service to Society Award. Still more alumni, 
such as Brad Hutchcraft ’96 (see page 19) and others have dedicated 
themselves to serving in ministries with and for Native Americans. 
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In June 2012, the biblical and theological 
studies department co-sponsored the  
2012 NAIITS Symposium, where members 
joined the circle on the Quad. Vincent Yellow 
Old Woman, a Blackfoot elder, moved the 
assembly with stories of the abuse he 
endured at a boarding school for First Nations 
youth, and of the way Jesus had come to  
him in the midst of pain.   

Pictured below with members of the On Eagles’ Wings 
team, Brad ’96 (front row, left) says he’s been fortunate 
enough to work closely over the years with his brother 
and sister, Doug Hutchcraft ’94 and Lisa Hutchcraft 
Whitmer ’91, as well as their spouses, Anna Hutchcraft 
(Navajo) and Rick Whitmer ’91—who have all served on 
the ministry’s leadership team. 

after graduating from Wheaton, Brad Hutchcraft 
’96 moved out to the Hopi Reservation in Arizona 
to join his brother Doug ’94, who had started a 
ministry for and with Native young people there. 

That local ministry has always been closely tied 
with the international On Eagles’ Wings ministry, 
which began in 1992 and has now sent ministry 
teams to almost 100 Native American and First 
Nation reservations across the United States, 
Canada, and South America. (Just a beginning, 
notes Brad, since there are more than 500 
reservations in the United States alone.) 

Brad knew he had found his calling after visiting 
a reservation and learning about the challenges 
many Native Americans face—including high rates 
of suicide, abuse, alcohol abuse, and violent crime.

“We are seeing the difference Jesus can make 
when these incredible Native young people share 
their stories of hope,” says Brad, director of Native 
ministry for Ron Hutchcraft Ministries, Inc. 

Each summer, On Eagles’ Wings hosts a Warrior 
Leadership Summit that has grown exponentially, 

In his book Shalom and the Community of Creation: An Indigenous 
Vision (Eerdmans, 2012), Dr. Randy Woodley (Cherokee) examines 
the correspondences between the biblical concept of shalom and 
the Native American Harmony Way. “They both require specific 
action when harmony or shalom is broken,” he writes. The harmony 

between Natives and non-Natives was ruptured through centuries 
of violence and cultural suppression. But at this moment, Wheaton 
College students and faculty are seeking redemptive roads of  
healing by welcoming and serving. The circle was broken, but we  
are joyfully joining hands as we follow the Jesus Way together.

drawing more than 600 Native young people 
from 100 different tribes in 2012. “Many of these 
teens have had a hard time finding others who are 
walking with the Lord—it’s amazing to see their 
eyes light up as they share their stories with others,” 
says Brad, who has directed the ministry for the 
last four years.

By the end of June, the ministry forms two 
intertribal teams of about 30 Native youth, who 
travel to reservations throughout the month of July, 
spreading the Good News through a mix of “Hoops, 
Hip Hop, and Hope Stories.” 

By using a youth culture “package,” Brad says 
these teams of Native young people are “able to 
share the gospel without involving aspects of Native 
culture that have been historically used to summon 
the spirit world.” This past summer, Brad and his 
wife, Sara Johnson Hutchcraft ’97, traveled more 
than 4,000 miles to 17 communities, and saw about 
850 young people make commitments to Christ. 

Focusing on raising up young leaders within each 
community, On Eagles’ Wings offers scholarships 

Equipping nativE Youth 
Intertribal teams of Native young people have been bringing the Gospel to reservations for  
20 years through a ministry led by a family of Wheaton alumni.     by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

to team members to attend Bible colleges. Several 
team members have gone on to begin an outreach 
program, ministry, or even pastor a church.

“The greatest thing for us has been to see what 
Jesus can do—the hope he brings to places where 
hope has been hard to find,” says Brad.

Photo courtesy of NAIIts
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&His Hers 
Dr. Jillian Nerhus Lederhouse ’75
“I knew Chicago because I was raised in Chicago,” says Dr. Jillian 
Nerhus Lederhouse ’75, whose toughest professional decision came 
when she was offered a full-time job at Wheaton after teaching in the 
city for eight years, just three miles south of her childhood home. 

“I loved teaching in the city, because I really felt like I could made 
a difference,” says Jill, who had also taught part-time at Wheaton. “At 
that time, I thought that anyone could teach Wheaton students, because 
they were so motivated to learn.”

Though the transition was wrenching, Jill made the switch to full-
time at Wheaton in 1989, and after 34 years, she has developed a deep 
appreciation for her role of equipping young teachers—and for the 
students themselves. “I’ve learned how privileged I am to work with 
Wheaton students, who see the world as filled with richness, and see 
the children they teach as whole and complete human beings—that 
whole worldview enriches my job so much,” she says.

Chair of the department of education since 2007, Dr. Lederhouse has 
made it one of her goals to teach Wheaton students to “accept every 
one of their students as Christ has accepted us, and to work hard to find 
strategies to help every student learn.” 

Passionate about bringing a more diverse learning environment to 
Wheaton’s education program, she helped the College develop the 
now 15-year partnership with Grover Cleveland Elementary School, 
providing more than 65 education majors like Amanda Wren ’09 
with student teaching opportunities in an urban context. Now  
a kindergarten teacher at Cleveland School, Amanda says that her 

class of 28 children still benefits daily from lessons she learned in  
Dr. Lederhouse’s Math Methods class. 

The partnership began thanks to a conversation with a former student, 
Ruth Brazalovich Mischkot ’92, who was teaching at Grover Cleveland 
at the time, and encouraged Dr. Lederhouse to call her principal. After 
watching Dr. Lederhouse guide student teachers past many hurdles, Ruth 
says, “Her passion for all children—especially the students of inner-city 
Chicago—was so evident, it inspired not only her education students, but 
me as well.”

The author of a book and many journal articles, Dr. Lederhouse  
earned her master’s in reading and learning disabilities at DePaul 
University, and her Ph.D. at the University of Illinois at Chicago. At 
work on her second book, she currently serves on numerous boards,  
and as past-president of the Association for Independent Liberal Arts 
Colleges in Teacher Education. 

Dean of Natural and Social Sciences Dr. Dorothy F. Chappell calls 
Dr. Lederhouse “a master teacher, author, and exceptional department 
leader,” adding, “Her impact on students occurs through her direct 

During Homecoming Weekend, Coach Jonathan 
Lederhouse ’74 and Dr. Jillian Nerhus Lederhouse 
’75 received the Alumni Association’s 2012 
Distinguished Service to Alma Mater Awards 
for their contributions individually—Jon’s, to 
Wheaton’s swim program; and Jill’s, to teaching 
education—and together, as they have invested 
themselves in the lives of countless students.  
The couple have three children: Jamelyn ’04; 
Jeremy ’07, married to Natalie Rummel Lederhouse 
M.A. ’10; and Julia ’09.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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mentorship in her classes, scholarship, K-12 classrooms, and in the 
professional policy realms of the College, the State of Illinois, and the 
national scene where policies for education are shaped.” 

Inspired by Dr. Lederhouse’s example and her contributions to the 
field of education, Carleigh Verner ’07 recently began work on her Ph.D. 
in Teacher Leadership. Perhaps like many students, she says her greatest 
lesson was learned by example—through Dr. Lederhouse’s willingness 
to be real and transparent—as an educator, wife, mother, and disciple of 
Christ. “Dr. Lederhouse showed me that when you put the Lord first in 
your life, he will accomplish great things through you if you are willing 
to be used by him.”

Coach Jonathan Lederhouse ’ 74
Sweltering summer afternoons in 1982 found Byron Cox ’83 in the 
pool at Chrouser Fitness Center, working one-on-one with Coach 
Jon Lederhouse ’74, the longest-serving head coach on Wheaton’s staff 
today. Those individualized workouts with “impossibly achievable 

Jill received Wheaton’s Senior Teaching Achievement 

Award in 2001-2002. Jon has been named “Coach of the 

Year” multiple times by the CCIW.

goals” may not have turned Byron into a swimming standout, but they 
have had a lasting impact on his teaching style—and on his students.

“I’ve been teaching middle school and high school math for 29 years,” 
says Byron, “and the most valuable time I spend is one-on-one. My 
teaching style has affected a couple thousand lives, because of that lesson 
that Jon taught me.”

Thirty years later, Coach Lederhouse is still bringing the same kind 
of individual attention to athletes, often with life-shaping results. 
Taylor Clarkson Hanson ’10 says, “He is interested in every athlete—
the ones who come in 30th, as much as the ones who come in 1st. He 
celebrates even the smallest victories with you, and is excited at seeing 
improvement in all of his athletes, no matter how seemingly small.”

Head swimming coach and aquatics director for the last 37 years, Jon’s 
teams have won 46 CCIW Championships, and consistently placed in 
the NCAA Division III National Championship Finals, finishing in the 
“top 10” a remarkable 19 times. Under his direction, Wheaton’s swim 
program has developed into a major small college power. 

Rob Emary ’90 was part of the team that finished third at Nationals 
his senior year. He gives Coach Lederhouse the credit for transforming 
him from a young swimmer with little experience into the athlete who 
won the NCAA National Title in the 200 Butterfly and became a  
17-time All-American for both individual and relay events.

“Without his constant guidance, push, and encouragement, I would 
not have been as successful,” says Rob, who followed in Jon’s footsteps, 
and has been a swim coach himself for more than 20 years. “Jon has 
always encouraged me to reach higher—as an athlete, and as a coach. 
He continues to push me to be a mentor of character as well as a trainer 
for national-level swimmers.”

A national-level swimmer himself while at Wheaton, Jon became 
head coach of the Wheaton College men’s swim team just two years 
after graduation. 

With a master’s in educational administration from Northern Illinois 
University, Jon has served as kinesiology wellness instructor and 
women’s water polo coach over the years. He also served on the NCAA 
Men’s and Women’s Swimming Committee from 1992 to 1999, and 
hosted the 1990 NCAA Division III Men’s Swimming and Diving 
Championships. 

Any story about Jon’s coaching would not be complete without a 
mention of his sense of fun. Taylor Hanson says, “I think he was almost 
as proud when we achieved a really witty prank as when we achieved  
a personal best in the pool.” She notes that this made for great times and 
also built lasting friendships among team members. 

Dr. Tony Ladd, who served as athletics director for 28 years, 
appreciates Jon for his servant leadership, his heart for student ministry, 
and his commitment to holistic education. Like many of the more  
than 500 students on Jon’s teams over the years, Rob Emary recognizes 
that the focus has never been just about winning. He says, “Swimming 
was only one part of the equation for Jon. Raising up a group of 
Christian young men and women has always been the main objective.” 
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of Space, Quakes, & Electricity
  

If you’ve been following the 
story of the Mars rover 
Curiosity, you might be 
interested to know it carries  
an instrument pioneered by 
Roger Wiens ’82. Or perhaps 
you’ve been reading about 
how global warming might 
affect the ice sheets in 
Antarctica—it’s a subject  
Doug Wiens ’80 has been 
braving frigid temperatures  
to research. Or maybe, just 
like Chris ’05 and Andrew  
Ewert ’09, you have an interest  
in electric-powered engines. 
Find out how brotherhood  
and Wheaton fostered the 
inquisitiveness and ingenuity 
of these two sets of alumni 
brothers. 
by Jeremy Weber ’05

}
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at Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico and principal 
investigator of NASA’s ChemCam project. “I’m very happy to settle 
for having an instrument there.”

While Roger’s work post-Wheaton has taken him figuratively to  
the heavens, older brother Doug’s has taken him to the depths.  
In January, Doug, now a seismologist and chair of the Department of 
Earth and Planetary Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis, 
will travel to the Pacific Ocean’s Mariana Trench in order to retrieve 
data from seismographs placed four miles underwater along the 
deepest point on earth. 

Doug and Roger aren’t the only pair of alumni brothers expanding 
the boundaries of scientific knowledge. Chris ’05 and Andrew ’09 
Ewert have turned a family hobby of hacking the computers on their 

Like many young boys, brothers Doug ’80 and Roger ’82 Wiens 
spent most of their paper-route money building and launching model 
rockets. In 1971, they made a telescope to gaze at Mars when Mariner 
9 narrowly beat the Russians to become the first spacecraft to orbit the 
Red Planet.

In August 2012, the brothers were among the millions who watched 
the “seven minutes of terror” as NASA’s Curiosity rover successfully 
touched down in a Martian crater to begin its search for signs of past 
life. But Roger had a special interest: he pioneered the much-talked-
about ChemCam laser that will study Martian rocks by vaporizing 
spots on them.

“When I graduated from sixth grade, my classmates prognosticated 
that I’d be the first person on Mars,” said Roger, now a senior scientist 

Roger Wiens ’82 is seen (top left) interviewing with the BBC during the return of the Genesis Mission  
from space, and (top right) working on the ChemCam laser instrument, now operating on NASA’s Curiosity 
rover.  Doug Wiens ’80 (lower left) stands by his sleep tent at a science camp in the middle of Antarctica,  
about 300 miles from the South Pole, and (lower right) builds an enclosure for a seismograph and batteries 
while in Cameroon, West Africa, looking at the source of the lava in the earth beneath a line of volcanoes.}
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researchers was one of the first to deploy seismographs in the deepest 
parts of the ocean—including the Mariana Trench.

“You can put seismographs on islands,” says Doug. “But if  
you don’t have them on the bottom also, you don’t discover very 
much.”

His group was also one of the first to design and deploy 
seismographs on the ice sheets in Antarctica—where winter 
temperatures plummet below -100 degrees Fahrenheit—in order 
to study the physics of how ice moves and how the shape of the 
underlying mountains one mile below affects it. “We need to 
understand how the ice moves to predict how fast the ice sheets will 
collapse if global warming continues,” he says.

In the American island territory of Guam, Doug used seismic 
imaging to map out the place where magma forms 40 to 80 miles 
beneath volcanoes when water is brought down by a subducting 
plate and lowers the melting temperature of the rock around it. In 
Antarctica, he discovered strange lurches in the motion of ice  
streams, which are rivers of ice about 50 miles wide and hundreds  
of miles long. “It’s really fun to see the results,” he says.

A Video Game on Wheels
Chris’s research started right after graduation with a simple need: 
buying his first car. He wanted something fuel efficient, and  
was intrigued by the gas-electric hybrids just hitting the market,  
and that people were “hacking them.” Already making a living 
repairing battery backup systems, Chris figured he’d join the  
crowd.

So he bought a Toyota Prius and started tinkering with it in his 
parents’ garage with his younger brother, Andrew. The first version 
got 70 to 80 miles per gallon, but the pair weren’t satisfied, and  
soon turned their hobby into a bona fide business.

“When we started out, it was very much a project to make a 
statement to say that this could be done,” says Chris. “We didn’t 
plan to turn it into a business.” But their work got highlighted in a 
suburban newspaper. Interest increased. Eventually they ended  
up on CNN and MSNBC.

Both Chris and Andrew majored in computer science at  
Wheaton. Chris manages the hardware side, and Andrew manages 
the software side of the business. Among their products is a battery 
management system that enables aftermarket conversions to vehicles  
so they primarily use household electricity rather than gasoline.

The Ewerts have sold components for 200-some Prius conversions 
and think they may have maxed out how fuel-efficient they can make 
the car. So now they are turning their attention to other vehicles 
that run on gasoline but could benefit from electricity—from lawn 
mowers to delivery trucks, underground mining equipment, and even 
unmanned research aircraft.

parents’ Toyota Prius into a business that pushes the limits of how  
fuel-efficient cars can be. Their personal best so far: 1,200 miles on  
a 9-gallon tank of gas plus electricity, including normal driving such  
as shopping and airport runs.

“We essentially hack the [car’s] computers to allow them to do 
things that the original manufacturer didn’t intend for them to do,” 
says Andrew. “It’s a video game on wheels.”

Living on Martian Time
This fall, Roger spent three months living on “Mars time,” working 
night shifts in Pasadena, California, in order to help operate the 
Curiosity rover’s ChemCam during the daylight of Mars’ almost  
25-hour day.

“It’s been an incredible experience,” he says. “I never imagined  
I would get to do this kind of work.”

Roger majored in physics at Wheaton and studied music, but his 
interest in space came from a physics professor who had studied 
meteorites from American moon missions. 

“From there, I was not necessarily planning on a career in space, but 
in doing something more ‘overtly Christian’ and humanitarian like 
teaching in the Third World,” says Roger. “But it never worked out.” 
He says that providence led him to NASA instead.

Which worked out well for NASA. Roger was at the forefront of 
adapting for use in space a technique called laser-induced breakdown 
spectroscopy—which identifies rock samples by the colored flashes 
they give off when hit by a laser pulse. The ChemCam is the high-
profile result. Roger also helped lead the development and use of 
an innovative mission called Genesis, launched in 2001, which 
was the first robotic spacecraft to return from beyond the moon. 
Despite crash-landing in the Utah desert in 2004 upon its return, it 
successfully gathered samples of nitrogen and oxygen from solar wind 
in order to learn more about the formation of the solar system.

A Worldwide Mover and Shaker
Meanwhile, Doug has become known as a world leader in using 
seismology to learn more about the earth’s lithosphere (the outer 
crust and upper mantle) and how its structure and movement create 
volcanoes and earthquakes. His research takes him regularly to 
the Pacific Rim and Antarctica, in addition to Patagonia, Fiji, and 
Cameroon.

“I can travel around the world, gather new data, and make new 
discoveries,” he says. “Sometimes I’m amazed that I actually get paid 
to do this.”

Doug has been a leading innovator in measuring earthquakes and 
other seismic activity from new and challenging locations. His team of 
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“We hope to make the process of switching from gas to 
electricity simpler,” says Chris, “so it’s not as daunting a task to 
make things energy efficient.”

Brotherhood and Bachelor’s Degrees
Both sets of brothers credit their innovative pursuits to sharing 
both childhood and Wheaton together.

The Ewerts’ first Prius conversion succeeded because Chris 
and Andrew spent countless hours in their parents’ garage (only a 
block from the College), combining their computer science skills 
from Wheaton while egging each other on. 

The brothers cite Wheaton courses such as Intro to Third 
World Issues and campus groups such as Plowshares with 
inspiring their desire to make cars more fuel-efficient.

“We see this as a realistic and practical way of reducing our 
dependency on oil,” says Andrew. “And it’s a way of being better 
stewards of what God has given us in creation.”

The Wiens brothers also encouraged each other’s pursuit of 
science as young boys. “Doug dragged me into his hobbies,” says 
Roger. In addition to model rocketry and astronomy, they made 
a darkroom to develop photographs from their rocket launches.

They grew up in Mountain Lake, a small town of 2,000 people 
in southwestern Minnesota that, oddly enough, has neither a 
mountain nor a lake. When asked if this oddity provoked their 
curiosity in science, Doug laughed. “No, it was the awe of 
nature. Wondering how things work.”

The brothers both majored in physics at Wheaton. But 
then Doug pursued his Ph.D. in geological sciences at 
Northwestern University, and Roger earned his Ph.D. in physics 
at the University of Minnesota. They overlap just enough to 
understand each other’s work, yet still be interested in it when 
they gather at academic conferences or family reunions.

“When we get together, we can talk about our research and 
bore all of our relatives—and our wives,” says Doug, who is 
married to Debra Bock Wiens ’82.

He says the solid background he received at Wheaton left 
him well prepared compared to others in grad school. Wheaton 
also helped prepare Roger by sparking an interest in foreign 
languages during two tours in Europe with the Men’s Glee Club. 
“That’s very useful because half of my 50-person team that built 
and is operating the ChemCam is French,” says Roger.

Wheaton also helped shape their interest in pursuing the 
boundaries of scientific knowledge.

“Wheaton encouraged us to study nature as God’s handiwork,” 
says Doug. “The College had a very positive vision of scientific 
discovery. It stressed that all truth is God’s truth, so we shouldn’t 
be afraid of what we might find.”

Chris Ewert ’05 (left) and Andrew Ewert ’09 say their  
business, Ewert Energy Systems, got its start in their parents’  
garage. Their parents are none other than Dr. Norm Ewert,  
associate professor of business & economics and Dr. Sharon  
Coolidge ’72, chair and professor of English.}
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A counselor to u.s. Presidents since Eisenhower, he has not 
only been credited with preaching to more people than any other 
individual in history, but is also said to have changed the face of American 
evangelicalism. Though the Gallup organization rated Rev. Billy Graham 
’43, LITT.D. ’56 as “One of the Ten Most Admired Men in the World” 55 
times over the course of his career, a recent Gallup poll showed that  
30 percent of Americans under the age of 30 do not know who he is.

As part of a project to assess Billy Graham’s impact on American 
religion and culture, the Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals 
(ISAE) has secured funding for a book, video, special lectures, and a 
conference discussing different dimensions of Billy Graham’s life and 
career. 

Founded in 1982 by evangelical historians and Wheaton College 
alumni Mark Noll ’68 and Nathan Hatch ’68, the ISAE has become an 
important contributor to the historical study of American religion. Since 
1985, the Institute has published a quarterly newsletter, the Evangelical 
Studies Bulletin (ESB), and over the years, the ISAE has undertaken 
several long-term research projects—exploring such topics as American 
hymnody, the financing of American evangelicalism, the impact of 
the foreign missions movement on North America, and evangelicals’ 
relationship to the mass media.

Under the leadership of Director Dr. Edith Blumhofer and Associate 
Director Dr. Larry Eskridge, this current exploration of the career and 
legacy of Billy Graham will serve as the theme for the ISAE-sponsored 
conference to be held September 26-28, 2013, at the Billy Graham Center. 

Wheaton caught up with Dr. Grant Wacker, professor of Christian 
history at Duke Divinity School in Durham, N.C., one of three editors  
of The Worlds of Billy Graham, a forthcoming ISAE-sponsored collection 
of scholarly essays that will look at aspects of Billy Graham’s legacy. 
The other editors are Dr. Andrew Finstuen, a professor at Boise State 
University and an expert on Graham and American intellectual culture; 
and Dr. Anne Blue Wills, a professor at Davidson College and expert 
on Ruth Bell Graham ’43, L.H.D. ’75.

Billycelebrating 30 years, the institute for the study of American evangelicals begins a 
project examining the life and career of the man known as “America’s Pastor.”

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06
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Watch 
and
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Planning for
adult  
education 
classes  
or small group  
studies?

Graham” has proven to be the real thing. Grant notes that, in fact, 
part of the reason for the longevity of his success and influence lay in 
his personal life. “He modeled absolute personal integrity—financial 
integrity, marital fidelity, honesty—however it is to be measured, 
integrity is integrity one’s entire life, public or private.” 

“He opened public space for evangelicals to move into American  
life,” Grant says. “Out of the shadows, into the sunlight, they  
became conspicuous to media, politics, the academy.” A friend to 
presidents on both sides of the ticket, over the years Billy Graham 
became outspoken in the public arena as the voice of evangelicalism.  

His legacy is not without criticism, though. Some theologians and 
academics thought him simplistic and narrow-minded. “The extremes 
continue to fascinate me,” Grant says. “How does one person become  
the touchstone for so much adulation and so much strong dislike?”

“He didn’t really create many things from scratch,” Grant adds,  
“but he made everything possible.” Acknowledging exaggeration to  
make a point, Grant explains further that developments such as  
Christian broadcasting on radio and television, Youth for Christ, and 
even Wheaton College grew because of his influence. “His genius  
was to take trends in motion and amplify them.” He helped change  
the landscape of American religion.

Even in his ninth decade, Billy Graham continues to call not 
economics or politics to the forefront of thought, but the heart of the 
Christian life—our fundamental calling to faithful discipleship and  
to proclaiming Christ’s forgiveness to the world.

Following are a few insights from Grant about the man whose 
legacy is tangible at Wheaton, where the Billy Graham Center has 
served as a resource for “accelerating global evangelism” since 1980. 

A UniqUe CoLLeCtion of essAys
“We use Graham as a lens for looking at other issues such as global 
justice, American intellectual culture, racism. One of the things 
that strikes me about him is his broad appeal to the vast heartland of 
America. There was a time when hardly any American didn’t know 
who he was, and the majority greatly approved of him,” says Grant.

the imPACt of WheAton CoLLege
Many people know that Billy Graham not only walked away from 
Wheaton College with an anthropology degree, but also with  
his most trusted advisor and friend, his wife, Ruth Bell Graham,  
who was faithfully by his side until her death in 2007.

But there were four, perhaps lesser-known, key influences that 
Wheaton had on Billy’s career. Billy himself often notes that he had 
not encountered African Americans as social peers until the Wheaton 
chapter in his life. He became comparatively progressive (especially as 
a white southern preacher in the ’50s and ’60s) on racial issues. 

The Wheaton circle provided Billy with the framework for 
extensive social networking. He was influenced by individuals such as 
Dr. Harold Lindsell ’38 (who later served as an editor for Christianity 
Today magazine, which Billy started with Dr. Carl F. H. Henry ’38,
M.A. ’41, LITT.D. ’68) and Torrey Johnson ’30, D.D. ’45, president of 
Youth for Christ, which spring-boarded Billy’s evangelistic ministry. 

Wheaton’s global missionary focus, propelled by the end of World 
War II, also gave Billy an international vision for evangelism that 
he did not have until that time. Still today, “He has an openness to 
anyone without being intimidated or pretending to be an intellectual,” 
Grant says—an openness to the world. “Before, where evangelicals 
tended to be more parochial and inward-looking, he turned the lens 
around and said, ‘Let’s engage the world.’”

It was also at Wheaton that Billy Graham developed his own self-
identity to a sharper degree. He realized that he was a Southerner 
and what that meant for his ministry and how he would come to be 
known—informal, unpretentious, and enormously likable. 

Defining eLements of BiLLy grAhAm’s PreAChing AnD infLUenCe
Billy Graham taught Christians about living their beliefs through 
Christian outreach and building community. He didn’t get caught up 
in the finer details of theology by saying that a certain kind of baptism 
or doctrine was necessary. Instead, he kept his message simple and 
personal. In fact, when it comes down to it, Billy Graham’s legacy 
is as much about what he did not do as about what he did. He did 
not get rich off of the gospel, or run for political office, or fall into 
immorality.

A rarity among figures in the spotlight today, the public “Billy 

A CoUnseLor to U.s. PresiDents since Eisenhower, he has not 
only been credited with preaching to more people than any other 
individual in history, but is also said to have changed the face of American 
evangelicalism. Though the Gallup organization rated Rev. Billy Graham 
’43, LITT.D. ’56 as “One of the Ten Most Admired Men in the World” 55 
times over the course of his career, a recent Gallup poll showed that  
30 percent of Americans under the age of 30 do not know who he is.

As part of a project to assess Billy Graham’s impact on American 
religion and culture, the Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals 
(ISAE) has secured funding for a book, video, special lectures, and a 
conference discussing different dimensions of Billy Graham’s life and 
career. 

Founded in 1982 by evangelical historians and Wheaton College 
alumni Mark Noll ’68 and Nathan Hatch ’68, the ISAE has become an 
important contributor to the historical study of American religion. Since 
1985, the Institute has published a quarterly newsletter, the Evangelical 
Studies Bulletin (ESB), and over the years, the ISAE has undertaken 
several long-term research projects—exploring such topics as American 
hymnody, the financing of American evangelicalism, the impact of 
the foreign missions movement on North America, and evangelicals’ 
relationship to the mass media.

Under the leadership of Director Dr. Edith Blumhofer and Associate 
Director Dr. Larry Eskridge, this current exploration of the career and 
legacy of Billy Graham will serve as the theme for the ISAE-sponsored 
conference to be held September 26-28, 2013, at the Billy Graham Center. 

Wheaton caught up with Dr. Grant Wacker, professor of Christian 
history at Duke Divinity School in Durham, N.C., one of three editors  
of The Worlds of Billy Graham, a forthcoming ISAE-sponsored collection 
of scholarly essays that will look at aspects of Billy Graham’s legacy. 
The other editors are Dr. Andrew Finstuen, a professor at Boise State 
University and an expert on Graham and American intellectual culture; 
and Dr. Anne Blue Wills, a professor at Davidson College and expert 
on Ruth Bell Graham ’43, L.H.D. ’75.

Recently expanding into the realm 
of video, the ISAE now has several 
offerings that might make leading 
a class or small group study easier. 
People of Faith: Christianity in America 
is a critically-acclaimed, six-part 
documentary series that examines 
themes, controversies, and people 
in the history of the American church. 
A similar DVD documentary on Billy 
Graham’s crusades is forthcoming in 
2013. The ISAE has also created one 
stand-alone video: Saving the World: 
The Changing Terrain of American 
Protestant Missions.
To find out more about the Institute, 
to order videos or other resources, 
and to see a schedule for upcoming 
conferences, including the “Worlds of 
Billy Graham” conference this fall, go 
to www.wheaton.edu/isae or email 
isae@wheaton.edu. 
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ThaTYouMaYBelieve
Although many of their names are unknown       to us, hundreds of Wheaton alumni, faculty, and staff have served in publishing the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus  
 is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you  
 may have life in his name.”  John 20:31 (ESV)

he Scriptures of Christ’s church is a book 
written over a span of 1,500 years—from about 
1400 B.C. to A.D. 90—by some forty authors from 
three continents, in three languages. Yet its one, 
unified message continues to have enormous 
relevance for our day. 
Since the middle of the twentieth century, the work of Bible 
translating and publishing has increased in large measure due to the 
output of the Wheaton family, with their key endeavor of bringing 
the Word of God into the language and idiom of our contemporary 
world while maintaining the accuracy of the original Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek texts. 

Special thanksgiving to our Lord should go first of all for the scores, 
if not hundreds of alumni missionaries who have translated the 
Scriptures into the native languages of peoples around the globe. 
Others—alumni, faculty, and staff—have been among those 
serving in the production of Bible translations and paraphrases, 

 Dr. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D. ’58 

T
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Although many of their names are unknown       to us, hundreds of Wheaton alumni, faculty, and staff have served in publishing the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus  
 is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you  
 may have life in his name.”  John 20:31 (ESV)

study Bibles, and Bible publishing (in addition to Bible commentaries and 
study guides, exegetical books, church curricula, devotionals, and the like, in 
print and now online).

What follows in these few pages is merely an introductory assemblage of 
alumni and faculty names. The hope is that you, the reader, would let us 
know who else to add to this list of heroes of the faith.* It would be great to 
have a complete representation of all the works of love offered by so many 
of Wheaton’s “brave sons and daughters true.”**

We give thanks to the Author for what has been accomplished in his name  
and to his glory.

Dr. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D. ’58 
President Emeritus, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

Dr. Kaiser, a graduate of Wheaton and Brandeis University (Ph.D.), has been a contributor  
to several Bible translations and study Bibles, in addition to many other books and publications  
related to his expertise in biblical archaeology, Old Testament studies, eschatology,  
and theological education.  A trustee emeritus at Wheaton, he also served on the faculty,  
teaching Bible and archaeology from 1957-1966. 

*The Wheaton College Archives 
and Special Collections would be 
pleased to learn of alumni and 
faculty who have been involved in 
producing Bible translations and 
paraphrases, and study Bibles. 
Please email information about 
individuals and possible donations 
of artifacts and papers to special.
collections@wheaton.edu.

**Words from Wheaton’s song of 
alma mater.
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r. Gene Getz M.A. ’58 was recently seated in the dining hall 
in Hong Kong when he witnessed a remarkable sight. He had 
traveled there to teach a group of house church pastors from 

mainland China. A Chinese brother from Singapore had opened a 
Bible and gathered several house church pastors around him. Using 
an iPhone, he scanned a small, square QR code printed in the Bible’s 
pages. Seconds later, the group was watching on the phone’s 3.5-inch 
screen a video of Gene teaching from Scripture.

QR code technology for Smartphones was not available when 
Holman Bible Publishers first approached Gene to create a 

“Principles to Live By” Bible in 2004. Gene, the founding pastor of 
the first Fellowship Bible Church, was known for his approach to 
principalizing from Scripture, a methodology he developed under the 
tutelage of Dr. Merrill Tenney hon, dean of Wheaton’s Graduate 
School. Gene’s thesis on “Audio-Visual Media in Christian Education” 
led to his establishing the first audio-visual media departments at 
Moody Bible Institute and at Dallas Theological Seminary.

The Bible project took seven years to complete. Gene prepared 1,500 
“Principles to Live By” with more than 500,000 words of commentary. 
“From the beginning,” he says, “I knew that I needed not only to 
research and write this material, but also to teach it to a live audience.” 
The sessions were recorded on video to make them available online. 

Five years into the project, QR technology for consumers with 
Smartphones became a reality. “Providentially,” Gene says, “we had 
already produced the video presentations. The publisher immediately 
saw the potential of including a QR 
code with each of the principles, 
providing readers access to more than 
250 hours of my teaching.” 

The result is the Life Essentials Study 
Bible (2011), the first multi-media Bible 
ever published. Its built-in curriculum 
with video presentations is accessible 
to anyone with a Smartphone—from 
pastors in Bangalore, India, to small 
groups and elementary school children 
around the world. —by Ruby Thomas

hen Linda Johnson Jones ’72 chose to double 
major in math and Spanish, many saw it as a 
contradictory pursuit. But to her roommate 

Susan Weimer Felch ’72, M.A. ’74, the daughter 
of Wycliffe Bible translators in Papua New Guinea, 
Linda’s academic interests suggested a latent aptitude 
for linguistics.

Linda, who had felt called to mission work since 
high school, says the seed was planted. In 1973 
she enrolled in a graduate-level linguistics course 
at the University of Florida, which confirmed her 
passion for language analysis and her calling to 
Bible translation. She transferred to the University 

of Michigan to earn a doctorate in the field, studying under leading 
linguist Dr. Kenneth Pike. 

After joining Wycliffe Bible Translators, Linda and her husband, fel-
low linguist Larry Jones, began work in 1983 among the Yawa people 
on a remote island village in eastern Indonesia. But in 1991, Larry was 
invited to assume increasingly demanding leadership roles with the mis-
sion, and the family moved to Jakarta and eventually to Manila.

In 1993, Linda assumed leadership of the Yawa language work, which 
by then included completed translations of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
The work progressed slowly. She was simultaneously homeschooling 
their three young children, and communication with Andowa, the 
couple’s Yawa co-translator, was severely challenged. 

Nevertheless, by June 2011 the translation was completed, and Linda 
and Larry traveled to eastern Indonesia with their family and a group of 
friends to participate in celebrations dedicating the New Testament in 
the Yawa language. The trip, which included ten days of festivities, the 
official induction of the Joneses’ three children into the Yawa “tribe,” 
and a terrifying boat ride following the eruption of a tropical storm, 
was filled with enough highlights for many lifetimes. Most thrilling of 
all was the unexpected news within one month of the Joneses’ return 
that all 2,000 copies of the Yawa New Testament had sold out. Two 
thousand more copies were quickly ordered.

Today Linda looks forward to working as a consultant with other Bible 
translation teams—now mostly composed of mother tongue speakers—
with plans to serve in Nigeria and Indonesia.   —by Dawn Kotapish ’92

Hudson T. Armerding ’41  ESV
Greg Beale  ESV
Daniel L. Block  ESV, NLSB, NLT, TNIV
Hassell Bullock hon  HCSB
Gary Burge  CEB, NLSB, NLT
Norman Ericson  NLT
Gordon Fee hon  NIV
Gene Green  CEB, ESV, NLSB
Scott Hafemann  ESV
Clarence B. Hale ’28  NIV
Gerald F. Hawthorne ’51, m.a. ’54  NIV, NIVSB

Andrew Hill  NLSB, NLT, NSB
Harry Hoffner  NLT
Paul House  ESV
Karen H. Jobes  NETS, NIV, NIVSB,  
      NKJWSB, TNIV, WOB
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, b.d. ’58  ASB,  
      NIV, NIVSB, NSB 
Kenneth S. Kantzer l.h.d. ’88  NIV
Jon Laansma  NLSB
Arthur H. Lewis  NIVSB
Douglas Moo  NIV, NLT, TNIV 
J. Barton Payne hon  NASB

Wheaton College
Professors involved 

in Bible translation or 
consultation

Editor’s note: This list was compiled to the 
best of our ability. It is likely not exhaustive. HON = Honorary alumnus

“Go therefore 
and make 
disciples of all 
the nations, . . . 
teaching them 
to observe 
all that I 
commanded 
you.”      
Matthew 28:19-20 

(NASB)

“All Scripture is 
God-breathed 
and is useful...  
so that the 
servant of 
God may be 
thoroughly 
equipped...”    
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)

“Let the message 
about the 
Messiah dwell 
richly among you.”  
Colossians 3:16 (HCSB)
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n North America, Bibles are available in countless niche versions, 
catering to everyone from teens and grandmothers to sports aficionados. 
Yet Africa’s 400 million Christians have access to less than a handful of 

study Bibles written with their culture uniquely in mind. 
To help fill the void, Dr. Matthew Elliott ’90, M.A. ’92, president 

of Oasis International, is overseeing the creation of the Africa Study Bible, 
to be published in 2014. Written by Africans for Africans, the Africa 
Study Bible will be the first-ever comprehensive study Bible ministering 
to the specific needs of Protestant Christians in Africa.

The team includes Matthew’s colleagues at Oasis, 15 project scholars/
editors, and as many as 300 African writers.  A healthy contingent of 
Wheaton College graduates are represented, including consulting edi-
tor Dr. Gregg A. Okesson ’88, M.A. ’94, M.A. ’98, associate pro-

fessor of leadership and development at  
Asbury Theological Seminary; Gideon 
Para-Mallam, M.A. ’99, a contributing 
writer from Nigeria; and Tanya Thomas 
’99, M.A. ’99, Oasis’ chief of operations. 
The African writing team also features 
about a dozen Wheaton Graduate School 
alumni.

The Africa Study Bible seeks to help 
make Scripture more accessible to Africa’s 
vast numbers of multilingual communities 

using the clear language of the New Living Translation. The first version 
will be in English; subsequent versions are planned in French, Portuguese, 
and Arabic.

The Africa Study Bible also aspires to a culturally relevant, discipleship-
friendly focus. Planned and written by African pastors and scholars, the 
Bible’s study tools will contain insights and applications targeted at the 
culture of African readers, helping them connect biblical principles to 
life transformation. 

Matthew, who earned a doctorate in New Testament from the 
University of Aberdeen in Scotland, cites his business/economics major 
at Wheaton and his participation with Wheaton in Israel as formative 
experiences that helped shape his vision for international Christian 
publishing. He and his wife Laura Nelson Elliott ’91, M.A. ’92 live in 
Winfield, Illinois, with their three children. —by Dawn Kotapish ’92

r. Gene Getz M.A. ’58 was recently seated in the dining hall 
in Hong Kong when he witnessed a remarkable sight. He had 
traveled there to teach a group of house church pastors from 

mainland China. A Chinese brother from Singapore had opened a 
Bible and gathered several house church pastors around him. Using 
an iPhone, he scanned a small, square QR code printed in the Bible’s 
pages. Seconds later, the group was watching on the phone’s 3.5-inch 
screen a video of Gene teaching from Scripture.

QR code technology for Smartphones was not available when 
Holman Bible Publishers first approached Gene to create a 

“Principles to Live By” Bible in 2004. Gene, the founding pastor of 
the first Fellowship Bible Church, was known for his approach to 
principalizing from Scripture, a methodology he developed under the 
tutelage of Dr. Merrill Tenney hon, dean of Wheaton’s Graduate 
School. Gene’s thesis on “Audio-Visual Media in Christian Education” 
led to his establishing the first audio-visual media departments at 
Moody Bible Institute and at Dallas Theological Seminary.

The Bible project took seven years to complete. Gene prepared 1,500 
“Principles to Live By” with more than 500,000 words of commentary. 
“From the beginning,” he says, “I knew that I needed not only to 
research and write this material, but also to teach it to a live audience.” 
The sessions were recorded on video to make them available online. 

Five years into the project, QR technology for consumers with 
Smartphones became a reality. “Providentially,” Gene says, “we had 
already produced the video presentations. The publisher immediately 
saw the potential of including a QR 
code with each of the principles, 
providing readers access to more than 
250 hours of my teaching.” 

The result is the Life Essentials Study 
Bible (2011), the first multi-media Bible 
ever published. Its built-in curriculum 
with video presentations is accessible 
to anyone with a Smartphone—from 
pastors in Bangalore, India, to small 
groups and elementary school children 
around the world. —by Ruby Thomas

Andrew Hill  NLSB, NLT, NSB
Harry Hoffner  NLT
Paul House  ESV
Karen H. Jobes  NETS, NIV, NIVSB,  
      NKJWSB, TNIV, WOB
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, b.d. ’58  ASB,  
      NIV, NIVSB, NSB 
Kenneth S. Kantzer l.h.d. ’88  NIV
Jon Laansma  NLSB
Arthur H. Lewis  NIVSB
Douglas Moo  NIV, NLT, TNIV 
J. Barton Payne hon  NASB

Nicholas Perrin  NKJFB
Leland Ryken hon  ESV
Richard Schultz  HCSB, NLT
Samuel J. Schultz hon  NIV
J. Julius Scott ’56  ESV
Mark Talbot  ESV
Merrill C. Tenney hon  NASB, NIV
John Walton M.A. ’75  FIASB, NCB, NLT, TM
G. Henry Waterman b.d. ’48, m.a. ’53  NIV
Herbert Wolf ’60  NASB, NIV, NIVSB
Robert Yarbrough  ESV
Ronald Youngblood hon  NIV

ASB  Archaeological Study Bible
CEB  The Common English Bible
ESV  English Standard Version 
FIASB  Faith in Action Study Bible
HCSB  Holman Christian Standard Bible
NASB  New American Standard Bible 
NCB  New Century Bible
NETS  New English Translation of  
      the Septuagint
NIV  New International Version 
NIVSB  New International Version Study Bible

Key to Bible 
Abbreviations

on Beers ’79 led that first meeting in the 
fall of 1984. Dave Veerman ’65 remembers 
it was an exploratory discussion about 

publishing prospects; Ron mentioned the idea of a 
new study Bible. As concepts flew, Bruce Barton 
’65 pointed out that application was the missing 
link in people’s lives. “We still see the application 
void today,” says Bruce. “Many sermons only have 
a sentence or two suggesting how to put biblical 
concepts into practice.”

Not long after that meeting, Ron, Dave, Bruce, 
and Jim Galvin ’76 began work on a five-year 
project. Ron led the editorial process. Dave wrote 

book introductions and charts, and Bruce wrote “megathemes” for each 
book. All four contributed to the notes.
“We had no idea what we were getting into,” says Dave. 
Their work, the Life Application Study Bible, became the best-selling 

study Bible in the world. To date, it has sold more than 10 million copies in 
seven English translations and has been translated into 44 languages.

In 1988, Bruce, Dave, and Jim formed Livingstone Corporation to help 
roll out the new Bibles and to develop a family of supportive products with 
Tyndale House Publishers. Over the next 24 years, Livingstone produced 
more than 190 editions of the Bible in 14 different translations for almost 
every major Bible publisher. Livingstone’s team works on 12 to 14 Bibles 
per year. 

One of Bruce’s and Dave’s favorite projects includes the Praise and Worship 
Bible, edited by the late Dr. Robert Webber hon, professor of theology 
emeritus. The Student’s Life Application Study Bible holds a special place for 
Dave, as he, Bruce, and Jim all served in executive positions with Youth for 
Christ and are passionate about youth ministry. 

Livingstone also provides consulting, design, editorial, and production 
services for many notable Christian publishers, including B&H, NavPress, 
Thomas Nelson, Tyndale, and Zondervan. 

“Our mission is to serve Christian publishers, so we work behind the 
scenes,” says Dave. Livingstone has a hand in many of the products that 
Christians use at home and in church— from Bibles and devotional books 
to Family1 Entertainment movie discussion guides and the latest Lauraine 
Snelling novel.  —by Ruby Thomas            

NKJFB  New King James Version  
      Family Bible
NKJWSB  New King James Version  
      Woman’s Study Bible 
NLT  New Living Translation 
NLSB  New Living Study Bible 
NSB  Nelson Study Bible 
TM  The Message
TNIV  Today’s New International Version 
WOB  World’s Oldest Bible (Codex  
      Sinaiticus) [web-based]

“All Scripture is 
God-breathed 
and is useful...  
so that the 
servant of 
God may be 
thoroughly 
equipped...”    
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)

“For the word of 
God is alive  
and powerful.”  
Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)

“Let the message 
about the 
Messiah dwell 
richly among you.”  
Colossians 3:16 (HCSB)
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I will never forget the meeting at the airport hotel in  
 the late 1980s. With the encouragement and blessing  
 of Kenneth Taylor ’38, Litt.D. ’65, I and five other 
biblical scholars were there to discuss a revision of The 
Living Bible. Ken had produced this work, a paraphrase 
of the American Standard Version, specifically to 
communicate biblical truth to his children. We all know 
what happened. The Living Bible became much more than 
an aid for promoting spiritual growth in one family in 
Wheaton, Illinois. With Ken’s determination to cast the 
Scriptures in language and forms that people actually speak 
and understand, it broke down barriers between the sacred 
text and modern readers.

Ken Taylor was sharply criticized, and in many circles 
The Living Bible was viewed as a sinister project that 
not only represented idiosyncratic interpretations of one 
individual, but with its loose renderings of treasured texts 
also undermined the authority of the Scriptures. For his 
part, Ken felt that scholars often were more interested in 
preserving formal equivalence in translation than actually 
communicating the Scripture’s life-giving message. 
Nevertheless, Ken authorized the leaders in his company, 
Tyndale House Publishers, to engage evangelical biblical 
scholars to address the problems the critics had raised. 

We spent that first weekend asking each other what it 
was about The Living Bible that gripped the imagination 
of millions of people in the English-speaking world, and 

exploring how that quality could be preserved even as 
we addressed the problems that many—especially biblical 
scholars—had with Ken Taylor’s work. The decision was 
made to appoint a Bible Translation Committee (BTC) that 
included six biblical scholars (general reviewers) to lead the 
project. In addition, three scholars would assist in drafting a 
base translation of one or more books for the BTC to discuss 
and approve. Unlike the original Living Bible, which was a 
paraphrase, this New Living Translation (NLT) would be a 
true translation, based off the original Hebrew and Greek. 
Since all translation involves interpretation, however, 
sometimes we on the committee would disagree on how a 
passage was rendered; but after a discussion a vote would be 
called, and in the end the majority ruled. 

Although the translation philosophy underlying the NLT 
is generally classified as a dynamic equivalence theory, for 
us the question was more practical: If this biblical book were 
written today, how would the author have written it? The 
question applies both to vocabulary and syntax. Formal 
translations (“word for word”) are not necessarily more 
accurate, because few words in any source language have 
the same semantic range as the words in the target language. 
Jesus’ quotation of Deuteronomy 6:5 demonstrates that the 
Savior himself had adopted NLT’s translation theory:

 
Deuteronomy 6:5
You must love the LORD your God 
with all your heart (leb), 
all your soul (nephesh), 
and all your strength (me’od).       

How could Jesus render a statement that had three critical 
elements in the Hebrew original with four Greek words? 
The answer is obvious when we realize that Hebrew leb 
cannot be fully represented with a single word “heart.” In 
almost half the occurrences in the Old Testament, the word 
represents primarily the seat of thought, rather than the seat 
of the will or emotion. Therefore to represent it with only 
one word in the target language is to skew the meaning, 
which apparently led Jesus to add “with all your mind” at 
the end. Here a word for word translation would have been 
lexically precise, but inaccurate in meaning.

The first edition of the NLT was formally celebrated in 
1996, and a thoroughly reworked version was published in 
2004. More than 27 million copies of the NLT have been 
sold over the past sixteen years. As a participant in this 
project almost from the beginning, I must say there is no 
greater honor than to be involved in the communication of 
the Word of God, and there is no greater blessing than to 
hear the stories of those for whom the Scriptures have come 
to life, and actually for whom the Scriptures have brought 
them to new life in Christ Jesus. 

Luke 10:27
You must love the LORD your God 
with all your heart (kardia), 
all your soul (psyche), 
all your strength (ischus), 
and all your mind (dianoia).

by Dr. Daniel Block, 
Gunther H. Knoedler 
Professor of 
Old Testament 

How

Translate

Bible

to

a Kenneth N. Taylor ’38, LITT.D. ’65
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Alumni RelAtions

Vice President for Advancement  
and Alumni Relations
Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Alumni AssociAtion

President 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

President-elect
Kurt D. Tillman ’78

Past President
Timothy A. Stoner ’82

executive Director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni trustee Representatives 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82
Kurt D. Tillman ’78
Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Board of Directors serving  
through 2013
T. Ryan Buchanan ’11  

Board of Directors serving  
through 2014
Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75 
Erin Hoekstra ’04 
Renae Schauer Smith ’91  
Christopher Yuan M.A. ’07

Board of Directors serving  
through 2015
John Biedebach ’89
Paul Klobucher ’96
Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87
Susannah Schwarcz ’00 
Tiffany Staples ’06

Board of Directors serving  
through 2016
Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91 
David McDowell ’68 
Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93 
Hythem Shadid ’79 
Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 

a word with alumni

connect with us online Follow us at 
twitter.com/wheatonalumni

Like us at 
facebook.com/wheatonalumni

Things are always hummingat Westgate, home of the 
Alumni Association and the Alumni Relations department. On the next 
page, you’ll meet the new directors serving on the Alumni Association 
Board. These are women and men who love Jesus and who love 
Wheaton. We look to them to give us fresh perspective, hold us 
accountable, encourage us to think broadly, and suggest creative ways  
to connect alumni with the College and with each other.

Parent Relations now resides in our office. Wheaton parents have always had a unique role in  
the life of the College, and we work with the Parent Council to offer programs, events, and regular 
communication to current parents. 

Check out the ad for our fall 2013 tour to Italy. This is a favorite trip that fills up quickly, so  
contact Footstep Ministries for details. Alumni Association Board president Chris Jahns ’82 and his 
wife, Kim Shirley Jahns ’82, will be your hosts. 

Enjoy the photo spread of Homecoming 2012. It was a cold weekend (even for Chicago in 
October!), but the sun shone brightly and the fall colors were glorious. Alumni reconnected with 
their classmates and professors and shared stories of God’s faithfulness since leaving Wheaton. 
When you have a few minutes, go to alumni.wheaton.edu/homecoming where you can see 
more Homecoming photos, watch Todd Komarnicki’s Chapel talk, and enjoy the ceremony for 
Distinguished Service to Alma Mater awardees Jill and Jon Lederhouse.

And finally, read about the reunion of “Workout” alumni in celebration of Arena Theater’s  
40th anniversary. Director of Arena Theater for almost 25 years, Jim “Jimma” Young was 
unforgettable, and many students were forever changed because of his influence. 

There are ten of us in the Alumni Relations office, and we want to help you stay connected with 
Wheaton and with each other.  If you have questions or suggestions for how we can serve  
you better, let us know at alumni@wheaton.edu. We’re listening!

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 
Director of Alumni Relations 

Executive Director, Wheaton College 
Alumni Association
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meet your new  
Board members 
Wheaton College 
Alumni Association Board of Directors

Parent Council  

The Alumni Association Board 
of Directors consists of 18 alumni 
representing every decade back 
through the 1960s. Directors are 
selected by the existing Board 
through a formal nomination process. 
All alumni are invited to submit 
nominations for open positions by 
sending a completed form to the 
Nominating Committee. Forms can be 
found under “Alumni Association” at 
alumni.wheaton.edu.

Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91 invests much of 
her time working with Jericho Road Ministries in 
Buffalo, NY, where she helps develop and market 
programs, guide volunteers, plan events, and 
write grants to support programming for refugee 
and low-income families. Joelle and her husband, 
Mark ’89, have four children.

David McDowell ’68 is the senior pastor at 
Community Fellowship Church in West Chicago, 
formerly pastoring a church for 25 years and 
serving as an assistant chaplain with the  
U.S. Military Academy at West Point for another  
5 years. Dave and his wife, Gloria Farneth 
McDowell ’70, have five children.

Susannah Schwarcz ’00 is the director of fund 
development at By The Hand Club For Kids, 
an after-school program with an emphasis on 
academics and a commitment to nurturing the 
whole child—mind, body and soul. Susannah 
received her MBA from North Park University 
and was founder and president of Messianic 
Fellowship at Wheaton.

Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93 works part-time as 
a family physician at Lawndale Christian Health 
Center in Chicago and directs a one-month 
internship program for pre-med and medical 
students. She is also employed part-time with 
Wheaton College’s Student Health Services. She 
received her M.D. from the University of Illinois 
and is married to Brad Nielsen.

Hythem Shadid ’79 is a physician and 
orthopedic surgeon with Genesis Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine and is former president of the 
DuPage County Medical Society. Hythem received 
his M.D. from the University of Illinois. He is a 
member of the Middle East Engagement Council 
at Willow Creek Community Church. He and his 
wife, Beth, have four children.

Renae Schauer Smith ’91 obtained her 
secondary teaching certification from Wheaton in 
1995 and was employed as a G.E.D. instructor for 
at-risk youth before starting a family. Currently, 
she provides part-time college/post-high school 
guidance counseling at Paradise Valley Christian 
Preparatory in her home state of Arizona. Renae 
and her husband, Andrew ’91, have four children.

Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 lives in 
Pasadena, California. She serves as a missionary on 
the staff of Frontier Mission Fellowship. Barb worked 
for 30 years with the Hazelwood School District in 
Missouri. Her first husband, A. George Scotchmer 
’44, DD ’62, and second husband, Dr. Ralph Winter, 
are deceased. Five of her grandchildren have 
attended or are currently attending Wheaton.

aCCePting 
Board 
nominations 
for 
2013-2014
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Parent Council  

Did you know that there is a special group of parents who serve the 
College by serving other Wheaton parents? 

2012-2013 Wheaton College Parent Council
Row 1: (l to r) Cindy Neff Cochrum ’85 (IL), Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80, Vice Chair (IN), Mary Belle Thompson, Co-chair (GA),  
Peggy Demitrack (OH), Katherine Walters (MI), Julia Henderson (TN), Paula Lipford (NC), Alison Thorfeldt Oslund ’86 (IL), Carol Eldredge (IA)  
Row 2: (l to r) Kent Cochrum ’85 (IL), Greg Thompson, Co-chair (GA), Tom Demitrack (OH), Hal Walters (MI), Maurice Henderson (TN),  
George Lipford (NC), Jeff Oslund ’86 (IL), Kirt Eldredge (IA). Not pictured, Norm Mindrebo ’80, Vice Chair (IN)  

What is the Parent Council?  
This is a group of parents 
who volunteer by helping with 
the hospitality and staffing of 
parent events during Orientation 
and Family Weekend. Council 
members serve as a resource 
to other parents, answering 
questions about student life 
or giving advice on parenting 
challenges during the college 
years. The Parent Council also 
serves as a resource to the 
College on issues that are unique 
to current parents.

Who is the Parent Council?  
Parent Council members are 
selected from recommendations 
made by various constituencies 
of the College, including other 
members of the Council. All 
members are parents of a current 
undergraduate student. 

When is the Parent Council 
on campus?    
The Parent Council welcomes 
other parents to campus and 
serves as College hosts during 
New Student Orientation and 
Family Weekend.

Orientation 2012 reflections from a Wheaton parent:
When all the Orientation sessions, social functions, and Target runs were complete, parents 
gathered for a final service to mark this milestone and to celebrate God’s faithfulness.  
At the service, Parent Council Vice Chair Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 shared some thoughts 
about letting go:- 

“Some things are meant to be held on to, some things are meant to let go. If we 
hope that nothing will change, we hope falsely. If we hang on to what should be let 
go, we grasp at the past. Wisdom is discerning the need of the moment.

“Don’t hang on to things that you should be letting go. Your hopes and dreams for 
your student are now to be tempered. Let them hope, dream, and grow in the ways 
that God has for them. Let go of the old ways of relating and allow them to return to 
you as your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

“There are times when your hands may feel empty as you release your child. As you 
empty your hands a bit, pray that God will fill them with his plans and ways for you. 
Pray that the eyes of your heart may be opened to a deeper and sweeter walk with 
your Heavenly Father. Well done in launching your child to this point. Continue to 
seek the Lord to do this next phase well.

“God is able to do this work in your children and in you. Rest in Him.”For more information about Parent Relations, visit wheaton.edu/parents.
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Contact our travel partner, Footstep Ministries at 972-418-6103 or footstepministries.org 

Italy Romans & the Renaissance
On this popular tour, you will discover 
the beauty of the Tuscan countryside, 
explore the magnificent monuments of 
ancient Rome, and be inspired by the 
lives of Peter and Paul as you study the 
Book of Romans. 

OCtOber 14-25, 2013
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1. Sophomore Adam Blackman ’15 

pushes the ball up the field against 

University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.  

2. 2012 Alumni of the Year for 

Distinguished Service to Alma Mater 

Dr. Jill Nerhus Lederhouse ’75  

and Jon Lederhouse ’74. 3. Emily 

George DeLew ’08, Elise Vadnais 

’13, and Joy Fabry ’12 cheer 

students and alumni across the 

finish line for the Homecoming 5K. 

4. Sarah Guidera ’15 looks to score 

against Trinity University (Texas). 5. 

Homecoming Chapel speaker Todd 

Komarnicki ’87. 6. Team captain 

Peter Jarrett ’13 leads the football 

team to a 44-10 Thunder victory 

over Carthage College. 7. (l to r) 

Mary Lyn Crotteau Huffman ’92, 

Eliza Huffman, Becky Dutt Flitsch 

’92, Gracie Huffman, Tess DeWig 

Bademan ’92. 8. Alumni enjoy  

the Homecoming BBQ. 9. The 

Homecoming crowd packs McCully 

Stadium. Photos courtesy of Michael 

Hudson ’89 and Laura Ketchum ’13.
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one great 
workout

by Jennifer Grant ’89 

Arena Theater celebrated its  
40th anniversary with a “Workout Reunion” 
honoring M. James Young, the  
group’s founder (at left).

That more than 200 Wheaton alumni 
gathered on campus for a reunion this past 
August isn’t remarkable. That the diverse 
group—missionaries, therapists, and artists 
among them—traveled from locales as far 
flung as Alaska and Australia to do so is note-
worthy. But that they attended Wheaton over a 
span of four decades, and yet feel inexorably 
linked to one another is, well, dazzling. 

The summer 2012 “Workout Reunion” 
began on a Friday, and included a memorial 
service for the theater group’s founder—M. 
James Young. The closing event, a “Farewell 
Hoopdewalla” on Sunday afternoon, fittingly 
appropriated the whimsical lexis of the man 
who started it all.

On entering Arena Theater for the festivities, 
Stacy Tomson Rispin ’89 overheard someone 
say that he felt he had arrived at a family 

reunion, but “just needed to figure out how he 
was related to everyone.”

“It was a brilliant analogy,” Stacy says. “We 
all felt like family.”

The impetus for the celebration was Arena 
Theater’s 40th anniversary; but the death of 
Young, at age 85, in April 2012 added even 
greater meaning to the event. 

Young came to Wheaton in 1972 and served 
as director of Arena Theater for almost a 
quarter century. When he retired 17 years ago, 
students returned to campus from 27 states 
to take part in a ceremony given in his honor. 
Afterward, though the future of Workout was 
uncertain, the group has continued to thrive 
under the direction of Young’s successor, Mark 
Lewis, associate professor of communica-
tion, who is co-director of Arena Theater with 
Michael Stauffer, also associate professor of 
communication.

As has been the case since its inception 
in 1973, Workout members must audition 
to become a part of the group. The core of 
Wheaton’s theater program, Workout meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, and is 
comprised of vocal, physical, and imaginative 
exercises. 

Reunion attendee Bradford Johnson ’87, an 
artist who lives near Boston, describes Work-
out as “a place where play, humor, honesty, 
and genuine questioning and grappling with 
faith were central to our lives together.”

“I’ve spent the last 25 years looking for that 
kind of community and haven’t yet come close 
to finding it,” Bradford says.

Over the weekend, Young’s former students 
reminisced about the man who loved them, 
and who continued to hold each of them in 
prayer long after graduation. It was also a time 
to reflect on the way being engaged in the 
ensemble has changed their lives.

“Workout is about learning to be present,” 
Lewis says. “We learn how to listen to God in 
a noisy world. We learn to be permeable, to 
be affected by others, and by God’s still, small 
voice.”
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emblem art for every day
by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

Inspired by a  
17th-century poet, 
one alumnus seeks 
to use art to  
transcend culture 
and language, 
communicating  
the gospel, as well 
as ethics and  
leadership principles.

Several years ago in the 

heart of London’s Mayfair neighborhood, 

businessman Brian Oxley ’73, M.A. ’75 

had an epiphany. While leafing through 

17th- and 18th-century texts, he found 

an emblem book by the 17th-century 

English poet Francis Quarles, first pub-

lished in 1635.

After a career as president of Service-

Master’s international side and heading 

management services for ServiceMas-

ter in the U.S., Brian had trained lead-

ers using just about every tool available. 

Even after leaving ServiceMaster cor-

porate in 1998, and working since as 

the company’s distributor for Japan, he 

realized that the crux of his role in every 

position was training individuals—and 

the traditional training model just wasn’t 

working in other countries.

“So much of who we are and what we do 

comes from how we were raised,” Brian 

says. “You can’t only just translate words 

across cultures.”

Surrounded by the dusty wisdom of phi-

losophers and poets in Mayfair that day, 

he opened Quarles’ Emblems and began 

to read. “An emblem is but a silent  

parable,” Quarles wrote. And later: 

“Before knowledge of letters, God was 

known by hieroglyphics; and, indeed, 

what are the heavens, the earth, nay 

every creature, hieroglyphics and 

emblems of his glory.” As he leafed 

through, Brian noted the intricate pic-

tures with minimal commentary.

“I thought, We have to go back to the 
way things used to be,” Brian says. 

“Hieroglyphics made me think also of 

kanji [Chinese characters used in mod-

ern Japanese writing] and how the writ-

ten language came first from pictures.”

Brian used the inspiration from emblem 

books that he has since been collect-

ing from all over the world and produced 

his own first piece, Emblems of Leader-
ship Imagined. He conceives the images 

and his full-time illustrator, Tim Ladwig, 

illustrates them. He has used this col-

lection of leadership training emblems 

to generate discussions during training 

sessions in Asia and the United States. 

“We are still facilitating training, but 

when we used to ask, ‘What do you 

think?’ all we’d see were heads down 

and averted eyes. Now when we ask, 

‘What do you see?’ people start talking. 

I see this as a genesis for business.”

But what started as a way to be bet-

ter in business communication quickly 

turned into an avid hobby, and even a 

tool for evangelism, as with his most 

recent piece, The Last Tower. “It’s a way 

to generate thought while not preaching 

at people,” Brian says. “The commen-

tary is not meant to be the definition or 

final word, but rather to trigger discus-

sion and thought.”

Brian now sees emblems all through 

daily life. Every story, conversation, 

situation, and observation becomes an 

emblem in his mind. “I love the idea of 

presenting God to the eyes as well as 

the ears,” he says, “just by watching 

and listening.”

alumni news
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became active in prison ministry, 

founding Prison Fellowship, now the 

world’s largest outreach to prisoners, 

ex-prisoners, and their families. He 

also founded the Colson Center for 

Christian Worldview, a teaching and 

training center focused on Christian 

worldview thought and application. 

Survivors include his wife, Patty. 

Dorothy McDonald Chrouser ’34 

died May 27, 2012. She taught physi-

cal education at Sterling (KS) College, 

Wheaton College, and Wheaton 

Christian Grammar School, and with 

her late husband, Harvey ’34, was 

deeply involved in the development 

of HoneyRock Camp in Three Lakes, 

WI. Preceded in death by Harve and a 

son, Dot is survived by a son, Daniel 

’64; a daughter, Jean Burkhart RN 

’66; seven grandchildren, including 

Susanna Burkhart Holcomb ’90; nine 

great-grandchildren; and a brother, 

Donald ’40. 

Barbara Campbell Currie ’36 died 

June 24, 2012. A retired teacher, 

she lived in Burlington, NC. Barbara 

leaves her husband, Marion ’40; one 

daughter; one son; five grandchil-

dren; six great-grandchildren; and a 

sister, Catherine Campbell ’47.

Myrtle McCarrell Stukes ’36 died 

alumni news

Pop quiz: After the brain, 
what is the most complex 
organ in the human body?

Hint: It’s composed of more than two million 
working parts, it can process 36,000 bits 
of information per hour, and we use it at 
least 10 to 20 times per minute. It isn’t the 
heart, and it isn’t the lungs. In fact, this 
organ weighs only 28 grams.

Give up?

The answer is . . . the eye. 

And for Dr. Ruth Williams ’82, it’s nothing 

short of fascinating. “In medical school 

I was simply stunned by the intricate 

beauty of the human eye,” says Ruth, an 

ophthalmologist for more than 20 years. 

The former chair of ophthalmology for the 

American Medical Association (AMA), 

she’s now the president of the American 

Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO)— 

the largest national organization of eye 

doctors representing 31,000 physicians 

globally. Ruth is also the president of the 

Wheaton Eye Clinic in Wheaton, Illinois, 

a nationally recognized eye care facility. 

Perhaps more impressive, given her 

credentials, is Ruth’s humility and 

accessibility. She still sees patients two 

days a week, is married to Wheaton 

classmate Dr. Stephen Gieser ’82 (also an 

ophthalmologist at Wheaton Eye Clinic), 

and is the mother of three teenagers. 

Growing up in Wyoming, Ruth had not 

traveled east of Denver before she came 

to Wheaton College. And even after she 

earned her medical degree, she was one 

of very few women in the AMA, which 

was dominated by Caucasian men 25 to 

35 years her senior. 

“I was different,” says Ruth, “which 

actually gave me an advantage.” Singled 

out by one of her mentors early in her 

career, she was chosen as a delegate to 

the AMA representing ophthalmology. 

“I was asked to do a job that was too 

big for me . . . and I did it,” she says 

with amazement. Assigned to moderate 

world-class medicine

by Jessica L. Bernthal
a session on insurance policy, she pulled 

an “all nighter” researching a topic she 

previously knew little about. 

“I learned so much,” she says. “That’s 

really what started me down the path 

of learning about healthcare and public 

policy.” The experience also dramatically 

increased her visibility. Elected president 

of the AAO in 2010, she’s the second 

woman ever to hold that title.

Ruth hopes to use her position of 

influence to help cultivate young 

physicians in the field. “The leaders of 

tomorrow don’t always look like leaders,” 

she notes. “Embrace what’s different 

about you. Those are the very things that 

make you stand out.”

Locally, Ruth hopes to continue the 

tradition of quality, affordable care at 

Wheaton Eye Clinic, at a time of “great 

tumult in the healthcare arena.” 

 “I see it as an extraordinary opportunity,” 

she says. “We’ve always been a special 

place. But now we have a chance to 

position Wheaton Eye Clinic as a model 

for providing efficient, cost-effective eye 

care—not just in Illinois, but also in the 

nation.”

Aside from that, Ruth admits she’s not 

one for setting too many long-range 

goals. “If I crafted my own life it would 

have been much different from this,”  

she laughs. “That’s the God part of the 

story.” 
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Humble beginnings 
didn’t stop this 
alumna from 
becoming a leader 
in her medical 
specialty.
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To the casual observer, 
it might look a bit like a spring concert at 

any private school. The students stand 

in rows on risers, wearing red vests 

atop white shirts. They sing a selection 

of eight songs ranging from classic jazz 

by Duke Ellington to an Irish immigrant 

work song.

But this isn’t any school, and these aren’t 

just any students. This is Krejci Academy, 

an alternative day school serving children 

and adolescents (K-12th grade) with autism 

and other developmental disabilities.

At young ages, these children have 

tasted failure. All of them have been 

unable to function at other schools. 

That’s why they are here in Naperville, 

Illinois, on this campus, with its yellow 

brick buildings grouped pleasantly under 

wide canopies of mature trees. 

For the last 21 years, Scott Iseminger ’90 

has considered it his job, as general music 

teacher and choir director, to set up each 

of these students for success. Those who 

can, sing. Those who can’t, sway to the 

music or play instruments. Those with 

advanced skills take noticeable pride in 

performing on the school Drum Team. 

Says Scott, “When we get a new child 

from the public schools and I introduce 

myself to them, 95 percent of the time, 

their first words to me are, ‘I hate music.’” 

At this year-end concert, however, 

it’s evident that these students have 

learned more than notes, rhythms, and 

melodies—they’ve learned to appreciate 

a new language, and perhaps to give voice 

to feelings they might not have articulated 

otherwise through songs such as, “Hard 

Times,” or “We Will,” a song of hope written 

to commemorate 9/11. 

Scott came to Krejci Academy after 

teaching in an inner-city school where many 

of the children had behavioral problems. 

“It was a real baptism by fire,” he says. 

But looking back, he realizes that the job 

prepared him for where he is now. “After a 

week of teaching here, I realized that I had 

never before in my life felt so positive about 

anything being God’s will for me.”

Over the years, Scott has become a sought-

after speaker at teaching workshops, and 

annually presents at the Illinois Music 

Educators Association. He’s written articles 

for the National Association for Music 

Education, and has an upcoming article 

written for music teachers addressing 

students with severe developmental 

disabilities. 

“One of the things I tell other music teachers 

is something I learned at Wheaton College 

from Dr. Curtis Funk, who told us to always 

go from the known to the unknown.” Scott 

recommends precisely sequencing lesson 

plans, so that progress builds slowly but 

surely, boosting confidence. 

Another lesson he relearns on a regular 

basis: never underestimate your students. 

One of the girls in his choir concert this 

year didn’t speak for two years. She began 

singing this year in music class. He thought, 

There’s no way she’ll learn all eight songs. 
But she sang portions of every song. “She 

rose to the challenge,” he says triumphantly.

More than 20 years ago, Scott remembers 

writing a paper in his senior year at Wheaton 

about his own philosophy of education. His 

paper began, “Every child is capable of 

learning music.” His work has proven that, 

with the right teacher, every child is also 

capable of loving music—and sometimes, 

a love for music changes lives. 

a song of the heart
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Inspired by his students, this alumnus 
has developed classroom techniques 
to help every child succeed.

profile
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dren; and two sisters, Shirley Bartel 

’52 and Betty McCully ’53.

Don Gunderson ’48 died July 10, 

2012. A bugler at Percy Jones 

Hospital in Grand Rapids, MI, during 

World War II, he was included in an 

honor flight to Washington, DC, in 

April 2012. Don started an insurance 

agency with his father. He served as 

choir director and elder at Midwest 

Bible Church in Chicago. Don leaves 

his wife, Hazel; two daughters; one 

son; nine grandchildren; one great-

granddaughter; and a sister, Joan 

Gundersen ’49.

James Lincoln ’48 died on June 3, 

2012. He is survived by his wife of 63 

years, Monnie; a son and daughter; 

and three grandchildren.

Carle Stenmark ’48 died June 26, 

2012. A teacher and administrator 

in the Denver Public Schools, he 

also was involved in many commu-

nity activities. After serving in the U.S. 

Navy in the South Pacific during World 

War II, he remained active in the Naval 

Reserve until retiring as Commander. 

Preceded in death by his wife, 

Margaret Samuelson Stenmark 

’47, and a daughter, he leaves a son, 

a daughter, six grandchildren, and one 

great-granddaughter.

With training by the Billy Graham Center’s Institute for 
Prison Ministries, Chaplain Tammy Turcios mentors those 
who have often given up on themselves.

Tammy Turcios had just closed 

up a business when she met the chaplain 

from the only women’s prison in Hawaii. 

So when the woman urged Tammy to help 

out in a new faith-based recovery program 

at the prison, Tammy, born and raised 

on the Big Island, dived right in, leading 

a team of inmates to paint a classroom’s 

walls with murals.

“I knew God promised he had a purpose 

for my life,” Tammy says. “I began to pray 

that purpose would include becoming a 

chaplain.” She trained on the job, helping 

and counseling women in a program that 

grew—and grew.

Twelve years later, Tammy’s job has two 

facets. She acts as chaplain, responding 

to the spiritual needs of all 300 inmates, 

handling requests for counseling, 

materials to read, and help in crises. “If 

a family member dies or is hospitalized,” 

Tammy explains, “one of us will attend the 

funeral or visit the hospital.”

Tammy also heads up the Total Life 

Recovery program, run entirely by 

volunteers (chaplains are unpaid in Hawaii, 

so Tammy’s work is volunteer), providing 

classes for inmates five days a week,  

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Classes include teaching 

about domestic violence, recovery, 

boundaries, search for significance, love/

sex addictions, and Bible studies, as well 

as hula dance, sign language, and crochet.

“The goal is to change their lives,” 

says Tammy, “because they come with 

enormous trauma, including every kind 

of abuse and neglect. Other people have 

given up on them, so they want to give up 

on themselves.” Tammy meets them on the 

common ground of her own brokenness. 

Her childhood failure in the school system 

(diagnosed too late as dyslexic), her 

experiences of isolation and personal 

trauma, her year-long bout of despair and 

substance abuse following the sudden 

death of her brother—all the pain of 

Tammy’s past gives women inmates hope 

as they see her joy, her passion to serve, 

and the effective purpose God gave her.

a recent graduate of the Billy Graham 

Center’s School for Correctional ministries, 

Tammy is “implementing a long, long 

list of tools” she absorbed from faculty 

mentors. “Now I have confidence in my 

gift for strategic planning,” says Tammy, 

“and something to offer when I sit down in 

a meeting with the warden.”

Tammy’s dream is “to see the women out 

of prison, in the community, speaking to 

others about how their lives have been 

changed by Christ.” That dream is already 

coming true. Lillian, an inmate who has 

graduated from the recovery program but 

stays active in it as a mentor, currently 

teaches other inmates using materials 

from one of Wheaton’s seminars. another 

inmate, Jessica, is using Tammy’s course 

materials to lead a group of girls in the 

youth correctional facility.

“It’s about mentoring,” says Tammy. The 

one-on-one counselor assigned to each 

participant in the program sticks with that 

inmate, becoming her first mentor on the 

outside, once she is free. “I had a letter 

from a woman who came through our 

program. She told me everything good 

she’s doing with her life now comes from 

something she learned in our program. 

That makes everything worth it!”

by Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86

lives in recovery

Tammy Turcios (left), a chaplain at the Women’s Community 
Correctional Center in Kailui, Hawaii, mentors inmates (l to r) 
Maile, Lillian, Sai, and Cat, who serve as volunteers in the Total 
Life Recovery Program. Tammy completed coursework at 
Wheaton’s School for Correctional Ministries, at the Billy Graham 
Center’s Institute for Prison Ministries, which offers college-
accredited coursework to professionals and volunteers who 
serve in jails, prisons, and re-entry programs all over the world.    
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Currently Marty is working on a new video game score with another successful composer— none other than Sir Paul 
McCartney. The two met last year at a meeting in Los Angeles where they talked about “kids and grandkids” and about Marty’s 
work. “He’s excited to be working in an area he’s never worked in before,” Marty says of the project, to be released soon. 

alumni news

Composer Marty O’Donnell ’77 

is a man with a penchant for delight. Talk 

to him about his wife of more than 30 

years and their two daughters, his work at 

video game developer Bungie, Inc., or his 

experience as a Conservatory student at 

Wheaton, and that delight shines through. 

“Wheaton was a spectacularly great 

experience for me,” Marty says. 

Like his wife, Marcie Zieske O’Donnell ’77, 

Marty began Wheaton as a piano student. 

Although he excelled at the instrument, 

in his junior year he made the difficult 

decision to change majors. 

In part you could blame his decision on the 

band Led Zeppelin. 

“I had a band back then, and we played 

progressive rock,” Marty says. “We did 

covers: Zeppelin and other complex stuff.” 

Marty’s drummer noted his talent for 

arranging popular songs for the band, and 

encouraged Marty to write his own work. 

Once Marty began composing, he knew 

it was what he wanted to do with his life. 

profile

Find out the role 
this award-winning 
musical composer 
for video games 
will be filling on 
Wheaton’s campus.

game for composing
by Jennifer Grant ’89

and an alliance of aliens. “The medium 

of video games isn’t evil. The medium 

itself can be anything,” he says. “I don’t 

like gratuitous violence, but I do like Star 
Wars.” The Halo soundtracks have not only 

been enormous commercial successes, 

but have also received numerous awards.

Marty’s friend and former classmate Dr. 

Tony Payne ’79, associate professor of 

music and director of special programs 

for Wheaton’s Conservatory, notes that 

Marty’s work “bears the clear imprint of a 

complete education in music, from singing 

in the Men’s Glee Club to attending Alton 

Cronk’s Medieval-Renaissance class.” 

Tony adds, “Marty is at the avant garde of 

nonlinear musical composition, integrating 

the best of acoustical and digital music.”

As audio director at Bungie, Marty not only 

composes the scores, but also is, he says, 

“responsible for everything that comes 

out of the speaker.” He hires and directs 

actors to perform dialogue, and discerns 

the volume of competing sounds such as 

explosions, footfalls, and music.

“It’s like a jigsaw puzzle,” he explains. “I 

have control over all of the elements.”

A new member of Wheaton’s Board of 

Visitors, Marty hopes to bring his passion 

for the arts to this role. “I have a heart for 

creative people who seem misfit or out 

of place,” he says. “I believe everyone is 

creative: it’s the image of God in us.”

“I talked to Dr. [Harold] Best HOn and made 

the switch from piano to composition,” 

he says. “It was daunting to make that 

change so late in college, but I raced to the 

finish, cramming it all into the last year and 

a half of school.” 

The risk paid off. After Wheaton, Marty 

graduated with honors from the University 

of Southern California’s master of music 

program in composition. He then returned 

to the Chicago area and ran a commercial 

music studio with his business partner 

and friend, Michael Salvatori. One of their 

many compositions was the “Flintstones 

Kids” jingle for the children’s vitamins. 

Eventually tiring of the time constraints of 

commercials and film scores, Marty made 

the switch in the 1990s to composing 

exclusively for video games. He notes of 

this long form, “It’s such a great opportunity 

for storytelling.”

To date Marty is most recognized for his 

work on Halo, a science-fiction game series 

about an interstellar war between humanity 
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For privacy reasons, this online edition of 
Wheaton magazine does not contain 

the Class News section.

Subsequently, this page is left blank due to the 
revised layout.



 

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor  
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

facultybooks

Dr. Tom Schwanda
associate professor of Christian formation 
and ministry
Soul Recreation: The Contemplative-Mystical 
Piety of Puritanism
(Pickwick Publications, 2012)
A study of English Puritan Isacc Ambrose 
while recognizing the Western Catholic 
tradition, this book provides a foundation 
for recovering the contemplative life. 

Dr. Amy E. Black, department chair
associate professor of political science
Honoring God in Red or Blue: Approaching 
Politics with Humility, Grace, and Reason
(Moody Publishers, 2012)
Dr. Black challenges readers to raise their 
standards when speaking about political 
issues.  

Dr. Jon C. Laansma, ed., associate professor of 
ancient languages and New Testament, and 
Dr. Daniel J. Treier, ed., professor of theology
Christology, Hermeneutics, and Hebrews:  
Profiles from the History of Interpretation
(T & T Clark, 2012)
Contributors assess the study and  
interpretation of  Hebrews across the last two 
millennia.

Dr. Matthew Lundin ’96
assistant professor of history
Paper Memory: A Sixteenth-Century 
Townsman Writes His World
(Harvard University Press, 2012)
Dr. Lundin tells the story of one man’s 
mission to preserve for posterity the 
memory of everyday life in 16th-century 
Germany. 

Dr. Brian M. Howell
associate professor of anthropology
Short-Term Mission: An Ethnography of 
Christian Travel Narrative and Experience
(IVP Academic, 2012)
Dr. Howell shows how short-term 
mission combines elements of the 
anthropology of tourism and pilgrimage 
with Christian purposes of mission, 
creating its own narrative. 

Dr. Daniel I. Block
Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old 
Testament
Deuteronomy, The NIV Application 
Commentary series
(Zondervan, 2012)
This book shows how the message of 
Deuteronomy can have the same powerful 
impact today as when it was written.

Prophetic Evangelicals: Envisioning a Just and Peaceable 
Kingdom
(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2012)
In this inaugural Prophetic Christianity volume, 15 contributors 
share their visions for a biblically centered, culturally engaged, 
and historically infused evangelicalism. Edited by Professor 
of Philosoply Dr. Bruce Ellis Benson ’83, Dr. Malinda Elizabeth 
Berry, and the Rev. Dr. Peter Goodwin Heltzel ’94, it also contains 
contributions by Dr. Vincent Bacote, associate professor of  
theology and director of the Center for Applied Christian Ethics. 
Order Prophetic Evangelicals and other faculty books from the 
Wheaton College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by 
phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 
501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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lot has changed for women since those 
of us in Generation X were born. We 
played more sports, got more advanced 
education, and have more job options 
than our mothers’ generation. But one 
thing that remains the same is that almost 
all of us still want to be married and have 
children.

Our desire and expectation for 
marriage may not be new, but reality is. 
Marriage proposals don’t seem to coincide 
with college diplomas as frequently as 
they did in the past. In today’s post-
graduation working world, the obstacles 
to lasting love seem to loom larger, and 
romantic progress often lags behind career 
advancement.

Cultural confusion about male-female 
relationships in general, and marriage in 
particular, has made this interior struggle 
all the more challenging. We may want 
marriage as much as our mothers did, but 
this is not our mothers’ dating world. 

Stranded in this unexpected in-between 
of prolonged singleness, it’s tempting 
to get impatient with God, as though 
he were a concierge or travel guide 
who gave us bad directions. That sense 
of disorientation clouds our judgment 
about where we should be headed for the 
time being. Choices about jobs, graduate 

school, or living arrangements can get us 
into guessing and gambling about how a 
situation will suit our marital prospects. 
In the gap between life here and life 
hoped for, the challenge is to live in the 
present, deliberately and contentedly, 
even as we desire something more for 
the future. That requires focus and a 
sense of purpose that won’t be swayed 
by a fear of the future, or fear of what 
others will think. Ultimately, that single-
mindedness comes from God’s call. 

Our first call is to glorify and 
enjoy God. That gives us a sense of 
identity, belonging, direction, and 
purpose. We glorify God through our 
personal callings—the relationships, 
responsibilities, gifts, and opportunities 
God has placed in our lives. Life’s 
changing circumstances will present 
many ways in which we are to pursue 
that first call, and for now, that includes 
singleness.

Understanding all of life as a set of 
callings from God helps us live happily 
in the midst of today’s circumstances. 
If our sense of pleasure is shaped by 
what pleases God, then nothing is more 
satisfying than to serve God and others 
with our gifts. The best thing for each of 
us right now is to live in obedience and 

joy where he currently has us. 
Marriage may be a part of our 

callings at some point, but for the 
moment, there are others at hand. To 
view each role in our lives as a calling 
from God means that he has invested 
significance in it. That means we 
haven’t missed the mark if we’re not 
married—singleness, too, is a part  
of his design.

Excerpted from the book by Jennifer A. 
Marshall, Now and Not Yet: Making 
Sense of Singleness in the Twenty-First 
Century (Multnomah, 2007)

Jennifer A. Marshall ’94 is director of 
domestic policy studies at The Heritage 
Foundation, overseeing research 
examining the role that religion, family, 
and community play in society and public 
policy. In 2010, National Journal 
named her one of 20 “power players” 
in Washington, D.C. She writes a 
regular newspaper column on issues of 
faith and family, has spoken at national 
and international forums, has testified 
before Congress, and has appeared on 
numerous radio and television shows. She 
holds a master’s degree in statecraft and 
world politics from the Institute of World 
Politics.

Dr. Tom Schwanda
associate professor of Christian formation 
and ministry
Soul Recreation: The Contemplative-Mystical 
Piety of Puritanism
(Pickwick Publications, 2012)
A study of English Puritan Isacc Ambrose 
while recognizing the Western Catholic 
tradition, this book provides a foundation 
for recovering the contemplative life. 

Dr. Amy E. Black, department chair
associate professor of political science
Honoring God in Red or Blue: Approaching 
Politics with Humility, Grace, and Reason
(Moody Publishers, 2012)
Dr. Black challenges readers to raise their 
standards when speaking about political 
issues.  

Dr. Jon C. Laansma, ed., associate professor of 
ancient languages and New Testament, and 
Dr. Daniel J. Treier, ed., professor of theology
Christology, Hermeneutics, and Hebrews:  
Profiles from the History of Interpretation
(T & T Clark, 2012)
Contributors assess the study and  
interpretation of  Hebrews across the last two 
millennia.

Prophetic Evangelicals: Envisioning a Just and Peaceable 
Kingdom
(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2012)
In this inaugural Prophetic Christianity volume, 15 contributors 
share their visions for a biblically centered, culturally engaged, 
and historically infused evangelicalism. Edited by Professor 
of Philosoply Dr. Bruce Ellis Benson ’83, Dr. Malinda Elizabeth 
Berry, and the Rev. Dr. Peter Goodwin Heltzel ’94, it also contains 
contributions by Dr. Vincent Bacote, associate professor of  
theology and director of the Center for Applied Christian Ethics. 
Order Prophetic Evangelicals and other faculty books from the 
Wheaton College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by 
phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 
501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187. 

Single-Minded
Each season of life has its calling.

by Jennifer A. Marshall  ’94
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Dedicated on 
October 5, with  
the prose poem 
(at right) written for 
the occasion, the 
newly renovated 
18,000 square feet 
on the fifth floor of 
the Bil ly Graham 
Center provide  
a. two classrooms 
and an archaeology 
lab b. sunlit halls 
and ephemeral 
skyscapes c. office 
space for 33 faculty 
and 3 staff members 
d. window-lined 
faculty and student 
gathering places  
e. and four seminar 
rooms.

a

d

e

b

c
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A Psalm for Moving Up
            on the dedication of BGC5

           For decades it was a functional set of stalls down a hallway 
straight as a railroad car, each scholar’s cubby windowless and  
packed, the air a melange of old books, dust, coffee, the passage lined  
with empty chairs poised for students who never lingered.  Selah.  
Now this broad floor unsettles us slightly as we wander into new 
spaces as yet unaccustomed, the paint still pungent, the carpeting  
untrod. The books in each office are newly arranged and precise.   
They stand up-right and perfect. The light expands through slanted  
panes or startles through mirrored tubes. And we watch through glass 
walls as students, backpacks thrown aside, water bottles on the  
stretch of tables, crouch over books, and look up to consider Barth or 
Hebrew verbs or the Trinity or Calvin.  Selah.  This is the place that  
moors a college in words enfleshed in the Word, that schools us in  
sophia and sola fide.  Selah.  These are the scholars who teach us that 
light is created out of darkness, who balance the despair and wrath, 
the hopelessness of the Psalms with the certainty and extravagant 
love of the Psalms, the stark cries of the forsaken Christ with the  
fullness of the empty tomb.  Selah.  Walk into the branching hallways. 
Listen to the whirr of printers, the click of keyboards, the soft  
conversation of students and mentors. Think of the always younger 
faces of students, these chairs holding them, these walls hearing them, 
our prayers now containing them, these windows pushing their vision, 
as ours, outward to creation.  Selah.  Let us pause and remember the  
future, thinking in the ways eternity entices us, the present moment 
here, the past three floors below, the future as we imagine it, and now 
the present moment fast becoming past and stepping every second  
into our future and the Kingdom that is already here. Selah. Let 
shared tea and other collaborations, quiet talk and impassioned, let 
laughter and fervor know these spaces and link us, past and future.   
Selah.  We pray God’s breath would charge these rooms, unrolling this  
time, as ready for filling as clean newsprint or blank screens with 
blinking cursors or the still air before the words are spoken.  Selah.

by Ji l l  Peláez Baumgaertner 
dean of humanities  
and theological studies
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in urban and rural communities 
devastated by the sex industry. 

At the end of my trip, I visited two 
interns working with Youth with a 
Mission’s MST Project in Thailand. 
Michael Campanale and Scott Minter 
share the gospel with men soliciting 
prostitutes in the red-light districts 
of Bangkok. We ate together, then 
headed to the world’s largest outdoor 
sex market, Nana Plaza, where we 
spent the next hour on a prayer walk. 
We navigated the raucous three-
story plaza praying for the men and 
women, and ended at the top floor of 
the facility. I looked down and saw the 
refuse from the sex industry littering 
the tin roofs of the lower levels. I was 
struck with sorrow, but aware that 
even there, our God is at work. From 
this top floor, so very far removed from 
Parliament’s top floor, I could see that 
there are disciples waiting to be made. 
I was encouraged by the heritage of 
those faithful to Wheaton’s mission 
even in these dark places. 

I suppose it is easy to get lost in the 
views of the world—to be enamored 
or to despair. My guess is that is why 
Christ’s last instructions were clear: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of  
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of  
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age” (Matt. 
28:19-20, NIV).

Dr.William Struthers has conducted 
extensive clinical research in the area of 
compulsive sexuality and pornography use. 
Author of Wired for Intimacy—How 
Pornography Hijacks the Male Brain, 
Dr.Struthers recently conducted a seminar 
at the House of Commons titled “What’s 
the Harm? The Impact of Pornography on 
Adolescent Brain Development.” 

was finished, I caught a glimpse of 
London through the conference room 
window. I discovered I was at the top 
floor of Parliament, and the sight was 
breathtaking. I remember reflecting 
that Christ is Lord even in this place of 
international influence and power, and 
we are commanded to be his disciples 
wherever we are. 

Soon after I returned from London,  
I left for Thailand to meet with two 
kindred spirits—Jim ’79 and Judy Olson 
Larson ’81. Their ministry, Servantworks, 
is located in Bangkok and was created  
to give Thai women in the sex industry 
an escape, and an opportunity to support 
themselves with dignity and honor. 
During my time with the Larsons,  
I encountered the beauty of Thai culture. 
I also watched the Larsons grapple with 
how to embrace the Great Commission 

his past summer I was invited to speak to 
the British House of Commons about the 
impact of exposure to sexually explicit 
material on children. Premier Christian 
Media, an organization that is lobbying 
for legislation designed to protect children 
from Internet pornography, extended 
the invitation. The legislation under 
consideration targets Internet service 
providers, and requires them to include 
a default option to filter sexually explicit 
sites when enrolling new subscribers. 

My research on first exposure to 
pornography indicates that most children 
inadvertently access it, and rarely disclose 
this to their parents. Premier had asked 
me to share this research and frame it 
alongside brain development research. As 
a disciple of Christ, I would be able to 
advocate for protection of the innocent in 
this historic place. When the Q & A  

facultyvoice
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Find out what this professor learned in a few short weeks 
while traversing the globe, from Britain to Bangkok.
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mollie Trager ’13 arrived at Wheaton full 
of many of the usual freshman jitters 
and aspirations. That first year she 
successfully ran for class vice president, 
and got involved in groups such as 
Gospel Choir and Young Life.

Her student government bid paralleled 
her dad’s own bid for U.S. Congressman 
of the 8th district of Wisconsin. A 
radiologist by trade, Marc Trager had 
retired due to eye problems caused by 
type 1 diabetes, and had then decided to 
throw his hat into the political race. 

The summer after her freshman year, 
Mollie went on the Wheaton in Spain 
study abroad program. While there, 
Mollie got a text from her dad saying 
that he had dropped out of the race. “I’ll 
be fine, don’t worry about me . . . I just 
need to do this to take care of myself,” 
her dad wrote. 

As the trip was nearing its end, 
Associate Professor of Foreign Language 
Dr. Christine Kepner called Mollie aside 
so that she could answer a phone call 
from her mother.

That call would forever change 
her life. Her dad, who had become 
increasingly anxious and depressed, had 
killed himself. 

The next hours and days went by in 
a haze as Mollie packed to fly home 
to be with her family. The rest of the 
Wheaton in Spain group wrote notes for 
her to read on the flight home. Though 
she recalls being scared, she says, “They 
really showed me the body of Christ. 
They were all hurting for me. I was part 

of their family.” 
When Mollie tried to return to 

Wheaton for her sophomore year, she 
couldn’t cope with what had happened. 
“I was never actively suicidal like 
my dad, but I remember calling my 
mom and saying, ‘I don’t want to live 
anymore! This is so hard!’” She took  
the fall semester off to heal. Her best 
friends reached out to her, some calling 
every day. 

“Through all of the difficulty, I  
feel like God gave me a small picture  
of what Dad was going through. It’s 
debilitating.”  

Professors reached out and President 
Ryken wrote her a note and called her 
when she had to leave the College. 

Because of the care and support, 
Mollie was able to return to Wheaton 
in the spring. During the first all-
school communion, she heard a student 
leader sharing about a recent bout with 
depression. At that moment, Mollie 
realized that she would one day be 
speaking from that lectern. That day 
came in April 2011 when she was 
one of the student speakers for Staff 
Appreciation Chapel. “I knew I had 
to talk about my dad’s death to convey 
why the Wheaton staff meant so much 
to me,” she says. “It was a turning 
point, being able to verbalize what had 
happened.”

The healing process is not over.  
“I’m still missing my dad. There’s still 
a lot of sadness there.” But Mollie is 
doing well. A Bible and theology major 

pursuing an accelerated master’s in 
Christian formation and ministry,  
she has become passionate about 
mentoring other students. She also serves 
as a Young Life leader at a local high 
school, where she sees God at work—
using her to help others heal.

 

Care in Community
After suffering a great loss, this senior is healing, and 
watching God begin to redeem her pain and struggle.  

by Andrew Thompson ’13

studentprofile
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Fieldwork in Costa Rica
While conducting research in Costa Rica, this  
conservation geneticist also watches God order his steps. 

by Monica M. Jones whether from marshes in DuPage County 
or from lakes, swamps, and rivers in Costa 
Rica, freshwater turtles that face potential 
challenges in their environment have been 
a focus for Dr. Rodney Scott, associate 
professor of genetics. By analyzing 
the DNA of these turtles, he hopes to 
contribute to their long-term survival.

In the work he has done in Illinois, 
Dr. Scott has studied mating patterns 
in the endangered species, Blanding’s 
turtles, since making the transition to 
conservation genetics about six years 
ago. “I felt that in order to do science for 
the benefit of God’s creation, I wanted 
to find a project with a much more 
direct application to my work,” he says. 
Having taught at Wheaton since 1989 and 
conducted research in the field of botany 
during most of that time, Dr. Scott moved 
from basic research to more applied 
research. For the past several years, he and 
his students have worked with the Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County to 
gather blood samples from baby Blanding’s 
turtles for DNA analysis.

Two years ago while in Costa Rica, 
Dr. Scott connected with the biology 
department chair at the Universidad de 
Costa Rica (UCR) who, after hearing 
of his research, encouraged him to come 
back on sabbatical. 

That opportunity was realized in 
early 2012 when Dr. Scott returned to 
Costa Rica, on sabbatical sponsored by 
a Wheaton Alumni Association Faculty 
Grant, the administration of Wheaton 
College, an Aldeen grant, and a Fulbright 
grant. He worked at the university for 
five and half months, on three different 
research projects in conservation genetics. 
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www
Dr. Scott at work in the lab at the Universidad de 

Costa Rica (UCR). (inset, left) The biology building at 

UCR. (left) On a field trip with a colleague, Dr. Scott 

holds a baby sloth.Fieldwork in Costa Rica
While conducting research in Costa Rica, this  
conservation geneticist also watches God order his steps. 

hether from marshes in DuPage County 
or from lakes, swamps, and rivers in Costa 
Rica, freshwater turtles that face potential 
challenges in their environment have been 
a focus for Dr. Rodney Scott, associate 
professor of genetics. By analyzing 
the DNA of these turtles, he hopes to 
contribute to their long-term survival.

In the work he has done in Illinois, 
Dr. Scott has studied mating patterns 
in the endangered species, Blanding’s 
turtles, since making the transition to 
conservation genetics about six years 
ago. “I felt that in order to do science for 
the benefit of God’s creation, I wanted 
to find a project with a much more 
direct application to my work,” he says. 
Having taught at Wheaton since 1989 and 
conducted research in the field of botany 
during most of that time, Dr. Scott moved 
from basic research to more applied 
research. For the past several years, he and 
his students have worked with the Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County to 
gather blood samples from baby Blanding’s 
turtles for DNA analysis.

Two years ago while in Costa Rica, 
Dr. Scott connected with the biology 
department chair at the Universidad de 
Costa Rica (UCR) who, after hearing 
of his research, encouraged him to come 
back on sabbatical. 

That opportunity was realized in 
early 2012 when Dr. Scott returned to 
Costa Rica, on sabbatical sponsored by 
a Wheaton Alumni Association Faculty 
Grant, the administration of Wheaton 
College, an Aldeen grant, and a Fulbright 
grant. He worked at the university for 
five and half months, on three different 
research projects in conservation genetics. 

Project 1 In his first project, 
Dr. Scott examined the DNA of two 
species of freshwater turtles to evaluate 
how closely the two species are related 
to one another. In the past and among 
some scientists still today, the two 
species were considered to be different 
subspecies of a single species. Dr. Scott 
recently received the DNA samples he 
collected in Costa Rica (after a long 
wait to obtain the necessary permits 
to have them shipped), and he hopes 
to complete this project by the end 
of summer in 2013. He says, “These 
freshwater turtles have never been 
studied this way, and even though 
Costa Rica is still a very natural place, 
there’s a lot of development going  
on. Scientists need to be able to 
figure out in more detail what genetic 
conditions exist in populations of all 
sorts of animals in Costa Rica.”

Project 2 The second project 
involves trying to identify genetic 
markers that will function with nine 
freshwater turtle species in Costa 
Rica. UCR colleagues will collect 
specimens from turtles in Costa 
Rican zoos and forward those DNA 
samples to Dr. Scott who plans on 
having Wheaton students help test the 
samples. He hopes to have sufficient 
results to publish a small paper on the 
study in the next two years. Looking 
at what molecular markers will work 
with these species “will open the door 
for me, some of my students, and  
even the wider community to do  
work that hasn’t been done before,”  
he says.

Project 3 Dr. Scott’s third 
project developed organically. A UCR 
graduate student was extracting DNA 
from macaw feathers. A Fulbright grant 
student at a different location who was 
working on a project with toucans 
e-mailed Dr. Scott to see if he had any 
use for the leftover toucan feathers.  
Dr. Scott and the UCR graduate student 
gathered molecular markers that have 
been shown to work in woodpeckers 
and started testing those on the toucan 
DNA. Dr. Scott is serving as a consultant 
on the project that is still in development 
stages, but has yielded some promising 
results. He hopes this project will 
conclude in the next year or two, and  
he plans to contribute to writing the  
results for publication. 

Before heading to Costa 
Rica, Dr. Scott contacted a number of 
biological supply companies and secured 
more than $10,000 worth of donations of 
chemical reagents and equipment vital to 
his work. Getting the donated supplies to 
Costa Rica proved to be a more creative 
task: connecting with Wheaton alumni 
working in a Christian school in Costa 
Rica to pick up supplies that were dropped 
off by a missions team from College 
Church, and picking up items from the 
American Embassy. Dr. Scott donated all 
the leftover supplies to UCR, including 
a PCR thermal cycler used to amplify 
DNA. “Here at Wheaton it’s something 
that’s really not hard for us to come by,” he 
says. “But in Costa Rica the programs are 
not well supported, so it really felt good to 
be able to leave something that would help 
that lab be more productive.”

While on the trip, Dr. Scott also visited 
the University of Georgia field station at 
Monteverde and lectured at the Whitworth 
University Costa Rica Center, catching  
up with former Wheaton faculty member 
Dr. Lindy Scott who now serves as a 
director at Whitworth. While at the two 
campuses, Dr. Scott hoped to find out 
ways Wheaton might interact with the 
institutions in the future. After discovering 
that Wheaton’s Spanish department will use 
the Whitworth campus for the Wheaton in 
Costa Rica trip in May 2013, Dr. Scott is 
now working to see if he might take several 
biology students on that trip as well. 

Back at Wheaton, Dr. Scott appreciates 
being able to bring a deeper level of enthu-
siasm into the classroom. Reflecting on the 
trip he says, “At different steps along the way, 
there were choices that I made and things I 
pursued that, for whatever reason, I feel as 
though God was at work directing me.” 

The opportunity to work in another 
culture sparked fresh insights. He says,  
“In Costa Rica, a lot of times things don’t go 
according to plan. A machine breaks down 
that’s crucial to your research, and you just 
have to wait and see what’s going to happen.

“I think in Western culture we find 
ourselves often trying to live our lives as 
though we have control over everything,” 
he says, adding that he appreciates these 
“good lessons.” 
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lPhilip G. Ryken ’88, President

“Our students are 

interested in what is 

happening around 

the world and want to 

experience it.”

ast spring three enterprising Wheaton upperclassmen decided they wanted to  
travel to China and learn more about international business. 

They shared their plans with a Wheaton alumnus and venture capitalist who 
generously offered to provide half of the funds for their trip. But the alumnus also had 
a condition: in addition to touring factories and talking to business leaders, the travelers 
had to learn what God was doing in China by visiting several house churches.  

Connecting with Chinese churches was surprisingly simple. All the travelers needed 
to do was talk with a classmate from Beijing—a Chinese national one of them had  
met in calculus, whose father is one of the most inf luential church leaders in China. 
Soon everything was arranged: the student from China would travel home for spring 
break and help introduce his American friends to evangelical Christians in China.

This true story of kingdom connections illustrates some of the present realities and 
future possibilities for globalizing a Wheaton education. Our students are interested 
in what is happening around the world and want to experience it. They benefit 
equally from the spiritual wisdom and financial support of our alumni. And when 
multicultural relationships are formed on campus, our students end up going to places 
they could never reach without having friendships that broaden their horizons.

In the Strategic Priorities adopted last spring, the Trustees made a commitment  
to Globalize a Wheaton Education “through expanding scholarships, revising  
the curriculum, and doubling the number of students who receive academic credit 
through off-campus cross-cultural experiences.”

Few institutions have sent as many people to as many places to do as many kinds 
of gospel work as Wheaton College. But this legacy goes far beyond the Missionary 
Wall that inspires students as they walk the corridors of Blanchard Hall. It includes 
hundreds of alumni who have served as salt and light in secular businesses overseas, as 
well as thousands who have taken short-term mission trips or supported gospel work 
around the world in other ways.  

Yet there is still much room for improvement. During a standard four-year course  
at Wheaton, two out of every five students receive academic credit for studies that took 
place in a cross-cultural context. We have set a goal of seeing this number double. 

Just as importantly, we want to improve the quality of cross-cultural experiences 
that our students have both on and off campus. We want to see Wheaton becoming 
the college of choice for international students called to leadership in the worldwide 
church. And we want to build growing partnerships with a select number of  
Christian colleges and universities overseas. 

We hope to produce graduates who understand the global church, who have learned 
from the perspectives of other cultures, who celebrate ethnic diversity as a gift from God, 
and who graciously communicate the gospel in a wide variety of cultural contexts.

The Wheaton students who traveled to China last spring were inspired by the  
faith of their Chinese brothers and sisters, like the economist who came to Christ 
through seeing the inf luence of Christianity on capitalism when he studied in  
the United States, or the six women they met at a Bible study for the blind, studying 
the Scriptures in Braille. They will carry these experiences with them wherever  
they go. As a result, they will be better equipped to do their part—in cooperation and 
collaboration with believers from other cultures—to build the church and improve 
society worldwide.  
  

TheWheatonFund
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We are the 2012-13 Wheaton Phonathon students who are looking forward to talking with you soon!

Thank you for answering our calls and for giving to the Wheaton Fund. 

Your gifts keep a Wheaton education affordable for students like us. 

The Wheaton Fund:  A tradition of giving. Inspiring generations. 
To learn more, contact: 800.525.9906 or give online at: www.wheaton.edu/giving  

TheWheatonFund

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.
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Art of Display

“Cane Sugar” 

Acrylic on stained wood 36” x 36”  

by Stephen Monkemeier ’10

Did you know there’s an art to selling 

asparagus? At one grocery retailer, artists 

like Stephen Monkemeier ’10 create the 

hand-lettered price signs for the fresh 

produce, as well as the intricate murals 

nestled next to popular items like blooming 

floral bouquets.

Stephen started working for Trader Joe’s  

in 2009 when a store needed a crew 

member with artistic responsibilities. He 

found out about the opportunity through 

Joel Sheesley ’72, chair of Wheaton’s  

art department, who heard about the 

position through Ray Wu ’98, who is also  

a store artist. 

After earning his bachelor’s in studio art 

from Wheaton, Stephen enrolled in a 

post-baccalaureate program at Bethel 

University’s New York Center for Art & 

Media Studies (NYCAMS). Interacting with 

New York’s art community he says, “I  

really learned to be the biggest advocate  

of my own work.” 

While in New York, Stephen was able to 

transfer to a Trader Joe’s in Manhattan. 

One memorable project involved creating a 

five-foot tall Statue of Liberty display for  

the “New Arrivals” section at Trader Joe’s. 

Now crafting distinctive items for a Trader 

Joe’s in the Chicago area, Stephen hopes 

to pursue an M.F.A. in studio art or visual 

studies and work on other design projects. 

“My work as an artist is inspired by the 

language of visual culture,” he says.  

“I started drawing when I was younger as 

an attempt to understand the physical 

world around me, and I think my work is 

still a part of that effort.” 
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