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During winter, the hills of central California 

turn their brightest green and then gradually 

change from summer gold to autumn 

brown—a subtle transition and a surprising 

reversal of the seasonal expectations  

in the Midwest where artist Dotty Fischer 

Hawthorne ’66 grew up. 

Inspired by these nuances, Dotty titled her 

latest show “Seasons.” She produced  

20 paintings over the last year for her 

exhibit at the San Luis Obispo Museum of 

Art in California during November 2011.

Dotty, a plein air painter who works in 

pastel, watercolor, and oil says, “The 

seasons here have intrigued me. I love 

being outside and creating from what  

I see.” To get a sense for what the light  

is doing, Dotty sets up her easel on  

location. She paints for several hours, also 

photographing the scene as the light  

shifts so she can refer to the photos later. 

Drawn to celebrate the Creator of all things 

in her work, Dotty says, “The beauty and 

complexity of created forms, the interaction 

of light, shadow, and atmosphere, the 

subtleties of color—these are all evidence 

of the One who creates and loves us. It is a 

privilege to be an artist and to closely 

observe these gifts.”

Dotty is a fifth generation Wheaton 

graduate who never questioned her desire 

to be an artist. She grew up in Wheaton, 

but Dotty and her husband, Jim ’65, moved 

to California when their three children  

were young. She has a studio at home,  

and is co-owner of The Gallery at the 

Network in San Luis Obispo. An award-

winning painter, Dotty has illustrated  

books authored by her daughters, Leslie 

Hawthorne Klingler ’95 and Shelley 

Hawthorne Smith ’98.
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Cover photo: Presented in Chapel by the Student Council, in February 
1943, this 15-square-foot rayon taffeta WWII service flag was, according to 
The Wheaton Record, an “indication of the affectionate regard Wheaton 
College has for the boys in the forces.” A special pocket in the large central 
star held a card with the number of men who were “in the fight”—the final 
estimate upwards of 1,450 students and alumni. The gold stars on the flag, 
which at the War’s end would number 39, are “shining in remembrance of 
the heroes who won’t be back.” The Gold Star Chapel, formerly in the 
Memorial Student Center and now in the Beamer Student Center, is named 
in honor of these 39 men who died in WWII. Photo by Carlos Vergara ’82.

Image above (left):  England’s Certificate of Registration for Helen Joy 
Davidman (the wife of C. S. Lewis). Courtesy of the Marion E. Wade Center.

Inside photos: Peter Vagt ’71, above (center) and pp. 30-31; Marissa 
Maharaj, above (right); Les Barker, pp. 2, 12-13; Michael Hudson ’89, pp. 
6, 9-11, 22, 24, 33-34, 36-37, reunion photos (40-42, 44-45, 47-49), 
52-53, 60, inside back cover.
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Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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Works of Joy
Wheaton’s Marion E. Wade Center acquires a 

collection of Helen Joy Davidman’s personal letters, 

papers, and poetry, shedding light into the lives of 

Helen and her husband, C. S. Lewis.  

A Cohort of 23
One cold winter day in 1943, a group of 23 men left their 

studies at Wheaton behind to report for duty at Fort 

Sheridan, Illinois, to serve in World War II. Wheaton 

remembers the sacrifice of these 23 men—and other 

veterans—following their journeys during and after the war.

by Jeremy Weber ’05 and Dr. Robert C. Baptista ’44 

Pieces of Heaven
The Wheaton College Alumni Association honors Don 

Meyer ’57, trustee emeritus, with the Alumnus of the Year 

2011 Award for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
 
An Anniversary List
Looking back at the first 38 households that committed 

to give to help keep Wheaton affordable for every 

student, Wheaton Associates celebrates 30 years.      

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

The Art of Appreciation
An interview with Drs. Gary Chapman ’60 and  

Paul White ’79, authors of The 5 Languages 

of Appreciation in the Workplace, explores the 

value of communicating appreciation at work.    

by Monica M. Jones

A Foundation of Service  
Partnering with ministries throughout Chicago,  

new students and current sophomores  

devote a day to community service during  

New Student Orientation.        

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

A Life Well Lived
Wheaton remembers the life of Dr. Arthur F. 

Holmes ’50, M.A.’52, professor of philosophy 

emeritus, with a tribute from one of his former 

students, now a university professor of  

philosophy and humanities.

by Dr. C. Stephen Evans ’69
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Georgia I. Douglass 
’70, M.A. ’94 

Editor

o  ur cover story for this issue of Wheaton centers around what was 

on the front page of the February 16, 1943, Wheaton Record—a picture 

of 17 out of a total of 23 Wheaton students who went off to war together. 

Reading their World War II memories, compiled in 2001 by Bob 

Baptista ’44, has drawn me into the lives of this cohort of 23 men who 

were still in, or barely out of, their teens when they relinquished their 

deferments to report for duty. These 23 would not be wending their way 

to class through Blanchard’s halls. Instead their paths would take them 

around the world, on a journey whose end was known only to God.

Recently I took a walk through Wheaton’s Todd M. Beamer Student 

Center, dedicated to three Wheaton alumni killed on September 11, 2001 

(see pages 58-59): Jeffrey Mladenik M.A. ’95, Jason Oswald ’95, and 

Todd Beamer ’91—all victims in yet another war. 

The Beamer Center was filled, as usual, with students full of energy 

and activity. I watch them. They are not unlike those 23 students 

of seven decades past—young men and women for whom time is 

unfolding. 

In the Stupe a couple enjoys lattes while texting on their iPhones. 

(Might they be texting each other?) But I imagine sweethearts Martha 

Cole ’45 and Bob Baptista ’44 as being there, having chocolate ice 

cream and an obviously good time. 

In Anderson Commons five Thunder football players sit together at 

a large round table, their lunch plates piled high with calories that would 

disappear during afternoon practice. But I see instead the Crusader’s 

star player, “Fritz” Lange ’45, with teammates Art Anderson ’45, Bob 

Whitaker ’48, Bob Ferguson ’44, and Jim Buswell ’48. In a little more 

than a year, Fritz would not stand in a huddle on the football field, but 

instead hunker down in a foxhole, manning a machine gun. He would die 

there in fierce battle.

I peer through the glass panel next to the door of The Record 

office. The student journalists use Mac computers and a Ricoh printer. 

But there I find Editor-in-Chief Homer Dowdy ’47 pounding out his last 

editorial on a typewriter. Homer writes for us all to read:

We are coming back some day not too far distant, and we want 

to find the same Wheaton which we left. . . . We want to come 

back knowing that Wheaton serves the same Christ which she 

has served since her founding. We want a college where we can 

receive the best Christian training in America. . . . By your utmost 

diligence and unstrained relations with God you shall accomplish 

[our desires]. 

For Christ and His Kingdom, do not let us hope in vain.

Homer and 19 of this cohort of 23 returned to campus and graduated. 
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WHEATON dear

Tale of the two Tors: new Tor and the Downey Tor.

Believing Again
Thank you for your “Doubt & Faith” 

interview with Dr. Roger Lundin ’71 

featured in the spring 2011 issue. As a 

recent graduate of Wheaton College, 

I cherish my time there and the ways 

in which my faith was challenged and 

deepened. I was not prepared, however, 

for the penetration of doubt I would 

experience in the subsequent years. 

Because of a great loss I experienced,  

I began having doubts about God that have 

colored my faith in profound ways. Though 

I’ve held onto my core beliefs, I’ve found 

the church unwilling to admit that doubt 

does and can exist within faith. This lack 

has left me feeling frightened and isolated 

from Christian communities. 

At the height of these feelings, I read your 

interview with Dr. Lundin. In it I found 

immense comfort in his open articulation of 

doubt’s existence and even greater peace 

knowing that many, including the wise and 

gracious writers highlighted in Believing 

Again, have traveled the same road. I have 

since read Dr. Lundin’s book and through it 

have felt God’s graciousness towards me  

in ways I haven’t known in some time. 

Alexa Adams ’09

Chicago, Illinois

Recollections
The spring edition of Wheaton 

transported me back to 1989. I have 

great memories of the guys in the Wild 

West House. I didn’t know any of them 

personally, but they were a collective 

powerhouse on campus—Wheaton’s 

version of celebrity. I remember Wild West 

House Awareness Week and the intrigue 

around Nathan Hoppe ’89, M.A.’91, this 

funny guy with bare feet and full beard, 

wearing shorts in cold Wheaton winters. 

In October 1989 (according to my trusty 

diary), there was a writing competition to 

“win a date” with one of the Wild West 

House residents. My moment had come—

not only did I love to write, I thought this 

would be my time to ask Nathan, “Why the 

bare feet?”

The Wild West Writing Competition

Why do i write about Wild West 

when any other fan could do the same? 

just simply because it’s the best 

and not only the house itself 

but say the men of the house were trophies 

they’d for sure be on my shelf.

Wild West is not just any abode 

it’s the beginning for the orange & blue 

to break out of the written code 

the nine men showed true blue 

at the spring ’89 air jam 

too bad the judges didn’t have a clue 

like i do—that they were THE BEST!

Before this little poem gets too corny  

and choppy 

i’d better close and hope and pray 

that i win the contest and a ‘date’ with 

Nathan Hoppe!

As it happened, my poem was somehow 

“overlooked.” I was asked if I would accept a 

date with another of the WWH boys. I said, 

thank you but no.

Camie Steindam Hoffman ’90

Terrey Hills NSW, Australia

It was with great interest that I read 

the article “Tor—Wheaton’s New Mascot.” 

You might be interested to learn of the 

evolutionary history of that mascot. 

In the fall of 2008, a few adventurous 

members of the class of 2009 looked for ways  

to take their support of the Wheaton soccer team 

to a new level. On the night before the first  

home soccer game, Mark Downey ’09 became 

inspired. He designed and built the first 

mastodon mascot using materials available in his 

off-campus townhouse. With the aid of friends 

Jonathan Sawyer ’09 and Jeff Nelson ’09, the 

newly created mascot was taken to the soccer 

game the following evening with hopes they 

would be able to use it to encourage the team. 

Unfortunately, the College’s official response 

was less than enthusiastic. Intense negotiations 

ensued. A detente was reached so that by  

the third home game, they were allowed to 

participate. The response from the crowd was 

enthusiastic, and the new “mascot” was present 

for every subsequent home game. By all 

student reports, the mastodon was a 

tremendous success and contributed to a 

significant elevation in the fervor of team spirit. 

This first mastodon mascot has become part  

of Wheaton lore. 

Richard and Virginia Emery 

Downey ’77

Olathe, Kansas
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WHEATON dear

First, I should introduce myself. I eked 

out a B.A. from Wheaton College in 1950, 

so you can see I am well over the hill. I 

received my copy of the autumn issue of 

Wheaton in the mail today. What do I 

always read first? “Letter from the Editor,” 

of course. It was great to hear that your 

family set up an endowed scholarship and 

to learn of Julie Johnson ’12, M.A.’13, who 

is benefiting from it. Could you please pass 

the rest of this letter on to Julie?       

Dear Julie,

When I was about ten years old I woke up 

one morning full of pain with every move I 

made. I was taken to my grandfather who 

was a medical doctor, and he said, 

“Rheumatism!” In a few days I seemed to 

be over it, and, unlike your experience 

with rheumatoid arthritis, I never had a big 

problem with it.

Glad to hear that you are getting an M.A. 

in elementary education. After Wheaton I 

spent most of my life teaching in Africa, as 

a missionary with SIM. Consider going 

overseas after you finish. It is great, and 

there is much work for well-trained and 

motivated people like you overseas.  

Paul Haney ’50

Sebring, Florida
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and emails as they relate 

to material published in the magazine. 

Correspondence must include your  

name, address, and phone number.  

The editor reserves the right to determine 

the suitability of letters for publication 

and to edit them for accuracy and length. 

Unfortunately, not all letters can be 

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College

Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

those in the immediate area. Several nuclear 

plant workers were exposed to high levels of 

radiation as they worked to stabilize the plant. 

These materials were expelled through the air 

in some explosions at the plant. In the vicinity, 

civilians may have ingested or inhaled these 

materials, and the Japanese authorities 

evacuated these areas as a precaution to 

reduce and prevent exposure.

However, because the concentration of the 

materials decreased as the distance from the 

plant increased, radiation exposure was much 

less in areas such as Tokyo. At the same time, 

officials did note that temporarily the level of 

I-131 was found in Tokyo water at a level 

deemed to be unfit for infant consumption, 

since radiation dose is a measure of energy 

received per unit mass. While the materials 

were detected in the United States, carried 

along through the atmosphere, it was never in 

this country at a level above safe exposure, as 

determined by the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission.

Since then, exposure has decreased 

because the half-life of iodine, the primary 

component of the expelled materials, has a 

half-life of eight days. This means that every 

eight days the number of nuclei that decay 

and expel energy, which is the concern for 

radiation dose, is reduced in half. Given that 

we are several months out from the disaster, 

this means that relatively little radiation 

exposure is currently occurring.

Dr. Heather Whitney

Assistant Professor of Physics

Wheaton College
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The Great Tohoku 
Earthquake

Thank you for your article on Japan’s 

recovery after the March 11 earthquake. 

I write from the perspective of having 

been born and growing up in the home of 

missionary parents in Tohoku, including the 

city of Sendai. I have warm memories of 

many Wheaton alumni as my adopted “aunts 

and uncles”—and friends who later became 

part of the Wheaton community, also.

Because my husband, Dan Chissus ’76, 

has taught high school physics and geology 

for many years, the scientific parts of the 

seminar have especially enriched our 

conversation.  I ask the global Wheaton 

community to come alongside those working 

in Japan and pray for the restoration of this 

beautiful land and her precious people.

Jeanne Benson Chissus ’78

Naperville, Illinois

Editor’s note: Our autumn issue included 

an article about the campus symposium,  

“The Japanese Earthquake, Tsunami, and 

Nuclear Crisis.” We incorrectly reported some 

information from Dr. Heather Whitney, assistant 

professor of physics, regarding the impact of 

radiation from the Fukushima nuclear power 

plants. The following is Dr. Whitney’s corrected 

and expanded assessment.

Assessing exposure from radioactivity 

is a complex process that depends upon 

the type of radiation, the length of time one 

is exposed to it, and how far one is from the 

original source. We are exposed to radiation 

daily from natural geological materials, as well 

as relatively frequently used medical tools 

such as x-rays and computed tomography. 

Unfortunately, the media at large did not often 

take all of these points into consideration when 

communicating the events with the public. 

The radioactive material, primarily isotopes 

of iodine and cesium, that was released from 

the plant was indeed of concern, especially for 

-

–
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WHEATON news

•
•
•

•

High Rankings for Wheaton
Wheaton earned high ratings with
Forbes, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance,
U.S. News & World Report, and Fiske
Guide to Colleges.

In these rankings, Wheaton stood:
66th out of 650 colleges—Forbes 2011
Top Colleges list
25th out of 200 colleges—Kiplinger’s
Personal Finance 2011-2012 Best Values
57th out of 178 national liberal arts
colleges—U.S. News & World Report’s
2012 rankings of best colleges
as a Best Buy School—2012 edition of
the Fiske Guide to Colleges
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New Trustee Board Member 
Appointed
New Testament scholar Dr. Darrell L. Bock
was recently appointed to the Wheaton College 
Board of Trustees. Meeting three times a year, 
Wheaton’s board members serve 10-year terms, 
providing spiritual and fiscal oversight for the 
College. 

“Darrell Bock is a world-class theologian and 
Bible scholar with a first-rate intellect, a heart for the 
worldwide work of the gospel, and a loving spirit 
that enables him to build strong relationships both 
inside and outside the church,” says President  
Philip Ryken ’88.

Dr. Bock is currently research professor of New 
Testament studies at Dallas Theological Seminary, 
where he also serves as 
professor of spiritual 
development and 
culture at the Howard 
G. Hendricks Center 
for Christian 
Leadership. He’s 
authored more than 30 
books, including the 
New York Times
bestseller, Breaking the
DaVinci Code. 

Wheaton food is #1—again. The College’s food service 

contractor, Bon Appétit, was recognized as of fering the best food in the 

Princeton Review’s annual survey of students from colleges throughout 

the nation. The Bon Appétit team at Wheaton prepares and serves healthy, 

delicious food, which is enjoyed not only by the College’s students, faculty, 

and staf f, but also by people l iving in local communities. Bon Appétit is 

committed to from-scratch cooking and to working with suppliers to 

obtain food produced or grown as close to Wheaton as possible, including 

eggs, poultry, beef, fruit, honey, and vegetables when in season.

C A M P U S  N E W S

Dr. Darrell L. Bock

Wheaton Hosts King James Bible 
Conference
Theologians, literary scholars, and historians 
gathered in September 2011 for a conference  
titled “Words of Delight: The King James Bible and 
the Bible as Literature.” Hosted by the departments 
of English and Biblical and Theological Studies, 
the conference served to celebrate the 400th 
anniversary of the King James Bible and to honor 
Dr. Leland Ryken, who has for many years taught 
and written on the Bible as literature. 

Speakers included Dr. Ryken (left) as well as  
Dr. Jeffrey W. Barbeau, associate professor of 
theology at Wheaton’s Graduate School; Dr. A. E. 
Elmore, professor of English at Athens State 
University; Dr. David Jeffrey ’65, Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada and Distinguished Professor of 
Literature and Humanities at Baylor University;  
Dr. Alister McGrath, professor of theology, ministry 
and education at King’s College, London;  
Dr. Craig Mattson, chair of the communication arts 
department at Trinity Christian College; and  
Dr. Mark Noll ’68, Francis A. McAnaney Professor of 
History at the University of Notre Dame.

To listen to audio from the conference, visit 
wheaton.edu/WETN/All-Media. (tag: biblical 
studies)

86365_02_13.indd  5 11/18/11  12:55 PM

http://www.wheaton.edu/WETN/All-Media?t=Words%20of%20Delight:%20The%20King%20James%20Bible%20and%20the%20Bible%20as%20Literature


6    W I N T E R   2 0 1 2

C A M P U S  N E W S

Lee Pfund Baseball Field
Project Underway  

Construction of a new baseball field
at the existing Legion Field in Carol 
Stream, Illinois, began during late spring 
of 2011. New dugouts and a suspended 
cable backstop have already been built, 
installation of an artificial turf playing 
surface began in November, and 
funds are still needed to install lights, 
seating, restrooms, locker rooms, and a 
concessions stand.  

New Athletics Director 
Makes History

The first woman athletics
director at Wheaton, Julie 
Schmela Davis ’91, was appointed 
in September 2011. Davis replaces 
Dr. Tony Ladd who announced 
his retirement in May 2011, 
having served as athletics director 
since 1983.

Since joining Wheaton’s athletics 
staff in 2003, Davis has filled a 
number of roles—serving most 
recently as the associate athletics 
director. The psychology major 
was a member of the women’s 
basketball program for three 
seasons and is among the top 10 
on Wheaton’s all-time points per 
game list and also on the team’s all-
time assists list. 

Vice President of Student 
Development Paul Chelsen ’91 
says, “She brings strong adminis-
trative leadership gifts in 
combination with a collaborative 
management approach that will 
help her guide the athletics 
department in the years to come.”

Missionary Book Mailing
Alumni families serving as missionaries in non-English-speaking countries receive gift packages of books from 
Wheaton College each year. Publishers donate the books and Wheaton’s Board of Trustees donates funds for the 
shipping costs. Packages were sent to more than 450 missionary families in more than 70 countries. This year’s 
package included Our Triune God: Living in the Love of the Three-in-One, by Drs. Philip Ryken ’88 and Michael 
LeFebvre (Crossway Books); A Reader’s Guide Through the Wardrobe: Exploring C. S. Lewis’s Classic Story, 
by Dr. Leland Ryken and Marjorie Lamp Mead ’74, M.A.’06  (IVP Books); Charlie the Chopper and the Greatest 
Toymaker by Dan Yuen ’83 with illustrations by Tim Davis (Yorkshire Publishing); Grasping Heaven: Tami L. Fisk, 
a Young Doctor’s Journey to China and Beyond by Drs. Annelies and Einar Wilder-Smith (Deep River Books); and 
The Sacrament of Evangelism by Dr. Jerry Root and Stan Guthrie (Moody Publishers). 

“With lights and turf instead of
grass, the new field will give the base-
ball program a lot more flexibility in 
scheduling, and cut down on the number 
of rain-outs in a season,” explains 
Wheaton’s Sports Information Director 
Brett Marhanka, who says the new field 
will also give spectators an enhanced 
viewing area, and provide the team a place 
to change, and store their equipment. 

 Once completed, the facility will be 
renamed after former vice president for 
alumni relations and longtime Wheaton 
baseball coach Lee Pfund ’49. “We are 
excited about the construction of our 
new facility. When finished it will be 
one of the finest Division III fields in 
the Midwest,” says baseball coach Lee 
Driggers. “It will enable our program 
to attract student athletes who will have 
the opportunity to excel not only in 
the classroom, but also on the baseball 
field as they grow spiritually to make a 
difference in the kingdom for Christ.”

WHEATON news

86365_02_13.indd  6 11/18/11  12:57 PM



Since its founding more than 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been both wise in the 
management of financial gifts as well as forthright in its accountability for those gifts. If you would 
like a copy of our latest audited financial statement, you may download it from our website at  
http://www.wheaton.edu/disclosures/financial-audit-information. You can also write Patrick Brooke, 
Controller, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187, or call 630.752.5126.

Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011

Endowment Market Value and Spending

Balance Sheet Highlights	 2010-11  2009-10	 2008-09  2007-08
Total	Assets	 	 $	675,486,000	 $	624,819,000	 $	584,158,000	 $	659,193,000

Net	Assets	 Unrestricted	 	245,635,000		 192,831,000	 185,294,000	 215,697,000
	 Temporarily	Restricted	 143,304,000	 155,705,000	 135,282,000	 179,443,000
	 Permanently	Restricted	 122,978,000	 111,264,000	 105,637,000	 101,826,000

	 Total Net Assets $	511,917,000 $	459,800,000 $	426,213,000 $	496,966,000

Operating Highlights
Tuition	and	Fees	 	 75,097,000	 71,510,000	 69,180,000	 64,314,000
Scholarships	 	 	(23,467,000)	 (22,047,000)	 (19,799,000)	 (16,463,000)

	 Net Tuition and Fees  $	51,630,000	 $	49,463,000 $	49,381,000 $	47,851,000

Auxiliary	 	 19,270,000	 19,227,000	 20,181,000	 19,605,000
Gifts	and	Grants	 	 24,888,000	 27,061,000	 20,398,000	 33,621,000
Endowment	Spending	 	14,921,000		 	15,876,000		 	16,572,000			 	14,852,000		

Educational	and	General	Expenses	 $	90,476,000	 	$	87,954,000		 $	87,475,000	 $	79,807,000
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Endowment Fund:  $322.6 million

The endowment fund contains those assets of the 
College permanently invested to support College 
programs. The purpose of the endowment is to 
generate a dependable stream of income and 
provide a reserve of institutional resources. The 
investment objective is to maximize total return over 
the long term within acceptable risk parameters.

As a result of the continued stock market recovery, 
the endowment increased 17.9% to $322.6 million 
as of June 30, 2011. This increase results from 
an investment return of 20.3% plus gifts of $11.6 
million, less spending withdrawals of $14.9 million. 
Endowment per student increased to $116,505 
compared to $101,381 as of June 30, 2010. 
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c a m p u s  N e w s

Panel Discussion Features  
Illinois Representatives 
The J. Dennis Hastert Center for Economics, 

Government, and Publ ic Pol icy hosted a panel 

discussion on the topic of f iscal imbalances on 

October 20, 2011. Featured panel ists included 

former Speaker of the House of Representatives 

J. Dennis Hastert ’64; Congressman Bobby Rush; 

Andrew Biggs, from the American Enterprise 

Institute; and Casey B. Mull igan, professor 

of economics at the University of Chicago. 

Washington Post columnist and Hastert Fel low 

Michael Gerson moderated the discussion. 

To view a video of the panel discussion, visit 

wheaton.edu/hastertcenter/Resource-Center.

Book Commemorates 75 
Years of Men’s Soccer
Discover the history of the successful
Wheaton men’s soccer program with 
the book Wheaton College Men’s
Soccer—Celebrating 75 Years: The 
Records, Rosters, and Remembrances of the 
Coaches. Authored by former Wheaton
men’s soccer coaches Joe Bean hon

and Dr. Bob Baptista ’44—and a true 
labor of love—the book explores the 
birth and growth of the men’s soccer 
program at Wheaton and is filled with 
reflections and photos. You can request 
your complimentary copy by sending an 
email to development@wheaton.edu or
calling 800.525.9906. 

s t u d e N t  N e w s

Math at Millennium Park
The Bean, officially titled, “Cloud
Gate,” is a 33-foot high, 66-foot 
wide, bean-shaped work of art that sits 
prominently in Chicago’s Millennium 
Park. Created by artist Anish Kapoor, 
the 110-ton stainless steel structure is 
modeled after a drop of mercury. For 
Wheaton students Gary Babatz ’12, 
nathan Bliss ’12, and nate Veldt ’13, 
who have studied differential geometry 
with math professor Dr. Steven Lovett, 
the giant, shiny legume inspired 
mathematical questions. 

These questions led the three students 
to spend part of their summer developing 
instructional materials to support Dr. 
Lovett’s textbook, Differential Geometry
of Curves and Surfaces (co-authored
with Dr. Thomas Banchoff ). “Inspired 
by the Bean, they chose to study what 
differential geometric properties one 
may determine from how a curved 
reflective surface distorts the image of its 
surroundings,” explains Dr. Lovett. 

The team, including Dr. Lovett, took 
the train into Chicago, equipped with 
a camera and two poster boards with 
square grids drawn on them, and walked 
to Millennium Park. As they began 
taking pictures, a security guard insisted 

they obtain a permit from the Cultural
Center of Chicago to take pictures of 
the structure. After receiving official 
permission, they began taking pictures 
with the grid in the reflection of the 
Bean. 

“We enjoyed many mathematical 
conversations with tourists who were 
interested in our experiment,” says 
Dr. Lovett. After experimenting with 
various curved surfaces, flat mirrors, 
and the Bean itself, they began to try 
to reconstruct the shape of the Bean 
using formulas they developed for 
projective transformations and data 
gathered from pictures. For the last two 
weeks of the project, the team traveled 
to Brunswick, Maine, and worked on 
the campus of Bowdoin College. Dr. 
William Barker, chair of the math 
department at Bowdoin College, 
sponsored the team. 

For these three math majors—and 
their professor—it was a unique learning 
journey and an opportunity to apply 
mathematical principles to a Chicago 
landmark. With a clearer picture of 
what research in advanced or applied 
mathematics could look like, Gary, 
nathan, and nate say the project helped 
solidify their future plans.

At Chicago’s Millennium Park, Dr. Lovett and his students take a photo of their reflection in the “Cloud 
Gate,” commonly known as the Bean.
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Urban Studies Director 
Recognized as an 
Emerging Leader

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs 
(CCGA) recently named Dr. Noah 
Toly ’99 to the 2011 Class of Emerging 
Leaders. The program identifies people 
who will help Chicago compete and 
thrive in the global era. “This will be 
a great opportunity for me to learn 
from leaders who will shape the future 
of Chicago and the Chicago metro 
area,” says Dr. Toly, associate professor 
of politics and international relations 
and director of the Urban Studies 
program at Wheaton. “I believe that my 
participation will translate into enhanced 

F a c u lt y  N e w s
learning opportunities for the students in 
Wheaton’s Urban Studies and Wheaton 
in Chicago programs.”

Dr. Toly is one of 22 individuals from 
the government, private, and nonprofit 
sectors who have been selected for the 
two-year program. 

Co-editor of three books, Dr. Toly has 
authored numerous other publications 
on topics such as global cities, environ-
mental issues, and religion. He is editor 
of Cities and Global Governance from 
the Routledge book series. He has 
also worked on energy and sustainable 
development issues with the University 
of Delaware and conducted field research 
in Costa Rica and Mexico. 

Psychology Professor 
Recognized by American 
Psychological Association

Dr. Jamie Aten was awarded the 
Margaret Gorman Early Career 
award by the American Psychological 
Association (APA) in August 2011. The 
Dr. Arthur P. Rech and Mrs. Jean May 
Rech Associate Professor of Psychology 
and co-director of The Humanitarian 

Disaster Institute at Wheaton, Dr. Aten 
received the award for his research into 
the psychology of religion and disaster, 
including research related to Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, Hurricane Gustav in 
2008, and the Mississippi Delta tornadoes 
and Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill, both 
in 2010. His work focuses primarily on 
treating trauma in Christian counseling 
and psychotherapy, with an emphasis 
on equipping churches and faith-based 
groups to prepare and respond to disasters. 
He is the first scholar in the country to 
develop a research program focused on 
the psychology of religion and disasters. 

Prior to his arrival to Wheaton, he 
served as assistant director of the Katrina 
Research Center and as an assistant 
professor of psychology at the University 
of Southern Mississippi. He has been 
awarded more than $1 million in external 
funding by various state, federal, and 
nonprofit entities for his research.

New Faculty
Row 1: Jef frey Galbraith, English; 

Tim Klingler ’93, foreign languages; 

Elisha Eveleigh, psychology; Jana 

Morris Pressley M.A.’02, psychology; 

Ben Lovaasen, chemistry; Susan 

Hayes Greener ’83, intercultural 

studies. Row 2: Meredith Riedel, 

history; Sandra Yu Rueger M.A.’89, 

psychology; Ezer Kang, psychology; 

Elizabeth Shively, biblical and 

theological studies; Laura 

Montgomery ’78, global and experiential learning; Shelly Hunt Wildman ’85, English; Jamie Viands ’01, M.A.’03, Ph.D. ’2010,  

biblical and theological studies; Gregory Lee, biblical and theological studies. Row 3: Matthew Mil l iner ’98, art; Arend J. Poelarends, 

physics; Scott Selby, applied health science; Matthew Lundin ’96, history; Jason Long ’96, business and economics.
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WHEATON sports

There really is no
 off-season for Drew Golz ’12,

chemistry major and two-sport stand-
out. “I won’t say it’s been easy,” he 
says. But balancing a busy schedule isn’t 
something new for this senior, since  
he grew up playing both soccer and  
baseball in River Forest, Illinois.

“In high school, I enjoyed switching 
between the two,” he says. “When I 
went to college it was not a deciding 
factor, but I definitely looked for a place 
where I would have the opportunity to 
play both sports.”

Drew transferred to Wheaton in 
August 2009 from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. While in high school, he was 
recruited by the baseball team at the 
Academy. Though he enjoyed his time 
there, he quickly realized that his faith 
was falling low on the list of priorities. 
“That wasn’t the school’s problem, that 
was my problem,” he says. 

Missing a close-knit Christian 
community, Drew thought Wheaton 
would be a great place to continue  

Staying Centered 

A pre-med student and the first Wheaton  
athlete to be named to two Academic  
All-America Teams, Drew Golz ’12 is  
committed to keeping his faith at the fore.

by Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

his studies. “Faith is integrated into
your learning, your athletics, and into 
the whole community at Wheaton,” he 
says. “I knew if I could be immersed  
in a place where God is a part of every-
thing you do, that would be a great 
opportunity.”

Once here, he quickly learned to strike 
a balance between studies, athletics, 
and developing his faith. In his first 
two seasons with the Thunder soccer 
team, Drew proved an immediate force, 
earning All-CCIW honors both years. 
He was also an All-Region selection as a 
junior. “A team full of players like Drew 
Golz would win national championships 
every year because they would simply 
out-work everyone else out there,” says 
Dr. Michael Giuliano, men’s head soccer 
coach at Wheaton. “He does his job; 
he never, ever complains; and he stays 
focused on the task at hand at all times.”

In 2010-11, Drew became the first 
Wheaton student-athlete to be named 
to two Academic All-America Teams, 
selected by CoSIDA in the same school 
year. He was a First Team Academic 
All-American in soccer and Second 
Team All-American in baseball. He also 
received all-conference recognition as 
an outfielder in his first two campaigns 
with the baseball team.

“Drew is one of the most genuine 
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Staying Centered 

A pre-med student and the first Wheaton  
athlete to be named to two Academic  
All-America Teams, Drew Golz ’12 is  
committed to keeping his faith at the fore.

by Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

Men’s Basketball
11/15	 at	Loras	 	

11/18	 Beloit**	 	

11/19	 Consolation/Championship**

11/22	 Manchester	

11/30	 U.	of	Chicago	

12/2	 vs.	Hope	(at	Calvin)	

12/3	 at	Calvin	 	

12/8	 at	Westminster	(MO)

12/10	 at	Washington	(MO)	

12/21	 vs.	Whitman	(San	Antonio,	TX)

12/22	 vs.	Pacific	Lutheran		

	 (San	Antonio,	TX)	

1/4	 at	Illinois	Wesleyan*

1/7	 at	Elmhurst*

1/10	 Millikin*

1/14	 North	Central*

1/17	 Carthage*	

1/21	 at	North	Park*

1/24	 at	Augustana*

1/28	 Illinois	Wesleyan*

1/31	 at	Millikin	*	

2/4	 Elmhurst*	

2/7	 at	Carthage*

2/11	 at	North	Central*

2/18	 North	Park*	

2/21	 Augustana*	

2/24-25	 at	CCIW	Tournament		 	

	 	

Women’s Basketball
11/15	 at	St.	Mary’s	(IN)

11/18	 Illinois	College	

11/19	 Consolation/Championship	

11/22	 at	Aurora

11/30	 U.	of	Chicago

12/3	 at	U.	of	Wisconsin-Oshkosh

12/5	 at	Clarke

12/10	 Simpson

12/30-31	 at	Southwestern	(TX)		 	

	 Tournament	

1/2	 Rockford	

1/4	 at	Illinois	Wesleyan*

1/7	 at	Elmhurst*

1/11	 Millikin*	

1/14	 North	Central*

1/18	 Carthage*	

1/21	 at	North	Park*

1/25		 at	Augustana*

1/28	 Illinois	Wesleyan*

2/1	 at	Millikin*	

2/4	 Elmhurst*	

2/8	 at	Carthage*

2/11	 at	North	Central*

2/18	 North	Park*	

2/21	 Augustana*	

2/24-25	 at	CCIW	Tournament	 	

	 	

Wrestling
11/5	 at	U.	of	Wisconsin-Stevens		

	 Point	Open	

11/8	 at	U.	of	Chicago

11/12		 at	Knox	Invite

11/15	 Central	(IA)

11/15	 North	Central

11/19	 at	Concordia	(WI)	Open	

11/22	 Elmhurst	

12/4	 at	Milwaukee	School	of		

	 Engineering	

12/10	 at	North	Central	Invite	

12/17	 at	U.	of	Dubuque	Jim	Fox		

	 Open

1/7	 at	Maranatha	Duals

1/14	 at	Manchester	Spartan	Mat		

	 Classic		 	

1/21	 Augustana	

1/21	 Concordia	(WI)

1/21	 Manchester

1/27-28	 Pete	Willson-Wheaton		

	 Invitational	

2/4	 at	U.	of	Wisconsin-Eau		

	 Claire	Blugold	Invite		

2/9	 at	CCIW	Tournament		

	 (Rock	Island,	IL)

2/16	 Carroll	(WI)	

2/25	 at	NCAA	Great	Lakes		

	 Regional	(Minneapolis,	MN)

3/9-10	 at	NCAA	Division	III		

	 Nationals	(Lacrosse,	WI)

Men’s and Women’s 
Swimming
10/22	 U.	of	Chicago

11/4	 U.	of	Wisconsin-	

	 Milwaukee	

11/5	 at	Calvin	

11/18	 at	DePauw	

11/19	 at	Wabash	Invitational	

12/2	 Wheaton	Invitational	

12/3	 Wheaton	Invitational	

12/10	 at	North	Central	Invitational

1/14	 Wheaton	Quad	Meet

1/21	 at	Carthage		

2/4	 Illinois	Wesleyan		

	 and	North	Central	

2/16-18	 at	CCIW	Championships	

	 (Kenosha,	WI)	

3/21-24	 at	NCAA	Division	III		

	 Championships	

	

Men’s and Women’s 
Indoor Track & Field

2/4	 at	U.	of	Wisconsin-	 	

	 Parkside

2/10	 at	Women’s	Chicagoland		

	 Championships		

	 (Naperville,	IL)

2/11	 at	Men’s	Chicagoland		

	 Championships		

	 (Naperville,	IL)

2/17	 at	North	Central

2/24-25	 at	CCIW	Championships		

	 (Naperville,	IL)

3/2	 at	Last	Chance	Meet		

	 (Naperville,	IL)

3/9-10	 at	NCAA	Division	III		

	 Nationals	(Grinnell,	IA)

Wheaton Thunder Winter Sports Schedule

*	 CCIW	matches

and talented young men I have had the
privilege to coach in my career,” says 
Lee Driggers, head coach for the men’s 
baseball team at Wheaton. “He brings 
a competitive and composed demeanor 
that I have seen in few athletes over the 
years. He manages to juggle preparation 
and training for two sports while 
finding time to prepare for a career in 
medicine as a chemistry major. And, 
by the way, he does it all well above 
average.”

Wheaton has also afforded Drew  
new opportunities in sports ministry. 
He traveled to the Dominican Republic 
with the baseball team in 2010. Part-
nering with Score International on the 
trip, the team played games, conducted 
clinics, worked at orphanages, visited 
a Dominican prison, and worked 
with Score International on other 
humanitarian projects. Later in 2010, 
Drew helped Dr. Giuliano prepare 
for the soccer team’s trip to Kenya 
in August 2011, and then joined his 
teammates on that trip as well.  

Letting Christ lead his journey, Drew 
hopes to pursue a career in medicine 
after graduation. Dr. Giuliano says, 
“He is the consummate professional in 
his actions, but more importantly, he 
is the consummate Christ-follower in 
everything that he does.”

For a complete listing of radio, video, and cable broadcast schedules for all Thunder 
sports, visit http://www.wheaton.edu/WETN/WETN-Live. For live in-game statistics and the 
latest news in Wheaton Athletics, visit http://athletics.wheaton.edu/
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To learn more about Tor’s 
visit http://www.wheaton.edu/
Student-Life/Activities/Student-
Culture/Traditions/Tor.

WHEATONview

Here the whole world   

       (stars, water, air, 

And field, and forest, as they were

Reflected in a single mind)

Like cast-off clothes was  

       left behind

In ashes yet with hope that she, 

Re-born from holy poverty, 

In Lenten lands, hereafter may

Resume them on her Easter Day.

—from Out of My Bone:  The 

Letters of Joy Davidman

So reads the epitaph written by C. S. Lewis for his 

wife, Helen Joy Davidman, seen below with Lewis, and 

below left, upon her graduation from Hunter College. 

She also completed a master’s degree in English literature 

from Columbia University, and published several novels, 

a work on the Ten Commandments, and a number of  

poems. In November 2010, Wheaton’s Marion E. Wade 

Center acquired a new collection of  Joy Davidman’s 

personal correspondence, personal papers, and poetry  

and prose—providing insight into the lives and work of  

these two writers. This latest collection adds to the  

Wade Center’s major holdings of  books and papers by 

seven British authors well known for their impact on 

contemporary literature and Christian thought. 

The Center also houses a museum with such pieces as  

C. S. Lewis’ family wardrobe, Pauline Baynes’ original 

map of  Narnia, and J. R. R. Tolkien’s desk.
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by Jeremy Weber ’05 and Dr. Robert C. Baptista ’44 A Cohort of 23

Special Order No. 30 from Headquarters Sixth Service Command; Chicago, Illinois,  
4 February, 1943 EXTRACT: By direction of the President, each of the following named 
enlisted men College Students-ERC)is ordered to active duty effective 15 FEBRUARY, 
1943. On that date each enlisted man will proceed to FORT SHERIDAN, ILLINOIS, 
reporting upon arrival to the Commanding Officer . . . (Reception Center), for 
temporary duty . . . and upon completion thereof will be sent by the Post Commander 
to the nearest Replacement Center in the Arm or Service of the Army for which 
he is best qualified on the basis of the academic training which he has pursued 
in college. He will not be assigned from a Reception Center direct to a UNIT.

Special Order No. 30 from HeadquartersHeadquartersHeadquarters Sixth Service Command; Chicago, Illinois,
4 February, 1943 EXTRACT: EXTRACT: EXTRACT: ByByBy direction direction of the President, each of the following named
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induction center at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, to become soldiers in the
Second World War. 

Having fought in World War I, Wheaton’s President V. Raymond 
Edman Hon sent the group off with a heartfelt prayer, knowing that
some might not return.

In Service to God and Country
“We had mixed feelings, but we felt we had a patriotic duty to perform,”
said Lloyd Cory ’48, one of the men whose pre-war youthful smile is 
frozen in time by the photo. “We believed that ‘through many dangers, 
toils, and snares . . . grace would lead us home.’ But we didn’t know 
whether it would be our heavenly home or our earthly home.”

Lloyd returned to his earthly home. But one of his 22 companions, 
Fred “Fritz” Lange, Jr. ’45 would be the first of 39 Wheaton students 
and alumni to die. A star football player who helped the Crusaders 
to their best record in 22 years, Fritz lost his life, most likely to a 
mortar blast, on the Pacific island of Bougainville in the Solomon 
Islands on March 9, 1944. 

Machine gunner nate Goff ’46 was on the next ridge over when 
Fritz was killed. Some weeks after the battle, nate wrote a letter to 
Fred, Sr., saying, “[Fritz] and I had been spending our evenings 
together in prayer and Bible study. . . . The night before Fritz was 
killed, he and I talked about the passage, ‘For me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.’ We both felt so very safe and happy in that verse. I’m 
so glad that Fritz went to be with the Lord completely happy.”

“The time has come,” wrote Homer E. Dowdy ’47 in a February
1943 issue of The Wheaton Record, “and it’s my turn to put the paper
to bed for [my] last time.” Why was this his final editorial as editor-
in-chief? He explained:

 
A good mAny of us will be leaving the campus in a few days
for destinations and destinies unknown. While at one time 
we all more or less dreaded the thought of going off to war, 
now that the actual reality has come, the dread seems to 
have lost its sting. Although we would like to stay here and 
continue our education, we all welcome the opportunity to 
serve our Uncle in the way on which he has decided.

You people remaining here have a definite job to do in 
winning this war. Concentrated study, unqualified effort, 
and strict adherence to America’s war educational aims are 
in order for you.

We’ll do our best wherever we are. You do your best. In that way
we can be assured of victory in the shortest time possible.

one week later, Homer was one of 17 Wheaton College men bundled
up against the winter’s cold, standing and smiling for a photo in front 
of Blanchard Hall. The time was 8:20 A.M. on Monday, February 15,
1943, just before they left campus for the downtown Wheaton train 
station. Some still in their teens, they would be among 23 Wheaton 
students who together would report later that day to the U.S. Army 

by Jeremy Weber ’05 and Dr. Robert C. Baptista ’44 

Remembering with gratitude the service of all veterans  
of World War II, we looked into the story behind a 1943 group photo  
taken minutes before 23 Wheaton students—together— 
began their journey into war.

at left: Seventeen of the 23 Wheaton students ordered to report to Fort Sheridan for active duty on February 15, 1943. 
Row 1 (l to r): George Traber ’48, Nathan “Nate” Goff ’46, Lloyd Cory ’48, Homer Dowdy ’47, Carter “Hap” Chandler ’45, Fred “Fritz” Lange, 

Jr. ’45, Robert “Bob” Ferguson ’44, Burton “Burt” Groth ’44, William “Bill” Anderson, Jr. ’43. Row 2: James “Jim” Buswell III ’48, John “Jack” 

Enlow ’49, Robert “Bob” Paine ’48, Lloyde Gramer ’46, Robert “Bob” Brooks ’48, Ralph Enlow ’48, Frank Lindgren, Jr. ’46, Wayne Wessner 

’48. (Harlan Harris ’43, not in the military group, is peering through the front door.) Five others are not in the photo because they had departed from 

their own homes or found alternate transportation to Fort Sheridan: Robert “Bob” Baptista ’44, Frank Black ’48, Charles “Chuck” Holsinger 

’49, M.A. ’53, Douglas “Doug” Starkweather ’48, and Robert “Bob” Whitaker ’48. Arthur “Art” Anderson ’45 was there, but not pictured.
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A special Armed Forces edition of the 1945 Tower yearbook included photos of some of the Wheaton alumni and students who died in World War II.              Thirty-nine Wheaton men were among the 405,000 U.S. casualties. 

Based on the more than 80 letters that Fritz wrote home, the Bronze
Star hero witnessed to his fellow servicemen until the day he died. “I 
believe the Lord has sent me here for a special reason,” he wrote to his 
church back home in Evanston, Illinois, in September 1943. “I have 
talked to many a man about his soul but have seen no results. But I am 
sowing the seed; someone else will do the reaping, and then we can 
both rejoice together.”

Every year since 1946, Wheaton College’s varsity football 
teammates vote for whom they consider their Most Valuable Player. 
Their choice is honored with The Fred J. Lange, Jr. Memorial Award.*

Twenty-two of the 23 did return home after the war.
In 2001, one of these men, Bob Baptista ’44, tracked down his fellow 
servicemen to find out, “What happened to those men who went 
off to war together?” The result is this chronicle of the lives of these 

“I believe the Lord has sent me here for a special 
reason. I have talked to many a man about  
his soul but have seen no results. But I am 
sowing the seed; someone else will do the reaping,  
and then we can both rejoice together.”    

—Fred “Fritz” Lange, Jr. ’45

✯✯✯

*Information and memorabilia from the life of Fritz Lange can
be seen in a display located in the administrative offices in the Sports 
and Recreation Complex on Wheaton’s campus.
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Fred “Fritz” Lange, Jr. ’45, a history major at 

Wheaton with an ambition to coach, was killed 

in action on March 9, 1944.
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A special Armed Forces edition of the 1945 Tower yearbook included photos of some of the Wheaton alumni and students who died in World War II.              Thirty-nine Wheaton men were among the 405,000 U.S. casualties. 

**Lloyde Gramer ’46 could not be located.

Wheaton students who abandoned their deferment from active duty
until after graduation, and instead requested activation because of 
America’s immediate need for soldiers. 

“[Our] hope was that by entering together, [we] might be able to 
remain together,” wrote Bob, as he recounted their stories. “It took 
about three days for that hope to disappear.”

The men were sent to basic training destinations nationwide. Most 
served in the infantry: ten, including Bob, in the Pacific Theater, and 
eight in the European Theater. Two joined the Air Force, including 
Hap Chandler ’45, who flew 35 missions over Europe as a navigator 
(and 50 additional missions during the Korean War).

Several earned medals for heroism in combat, including Chuck 
Holsinger ’49, M.A. ’53 who received the Silver Star for “gallantry in 
action” as an advance scout during 165 straight days of combat in the 
Philippines. Doug Starkweather ’48 helped liberate Holocaust victims 

from Germany’s Dachau concentration camp. He told Bob Baptista 
that it was his worst day in the Army: “All of those pictures that you 
see are true, for I was there.” Ralph Enlow ’48 was part of General 
Patton’s Third Army that marched 1,060 miles in three months and 
captured 100,000 prisoners. He returned to Europe for his 50th 
wedding anniversary to revisit his military march with his family. 

Of the 22 students who survived the war, 20 returned to Wheaton 
to complete their degrees. Most married and had families, resulting 
in an estimated 80 children and 150 grandchildren—many of whom 
attended Wheaton. Nine men are still living.** 

Life after the War
Wheaton’s fifth president, Hudson T. Armerding ’41, served as a
gunnery officer for the heavy cruiser U.S.S. Wichita during World
War II. Reflecting on the War, he wrote in the autumn 1995 Wheaton

The September 1945 

Wheaton Alumni included 

this photo (left) of Marian 

Bulander ’44 as she 

attached a gold star to 

the service flag—each star 

representing a student 

or alumnus who died 

in WWII. In 1946, during 

Homecoming Weekend, 

Marian married U.S. Naval 

officer Art Melvin ’41, one 

of an estimated 1,450 

Wheaton men who served 

in the War.

When Esther Lou Young 

DePue ’42, was a coed 

on campus, she first filled 

her scrapbook with dried 

flowers, concert programs, 

and party invitations; but 

as her graduation date 

approached, she included 

this brochure depicting the 

College in wartime.

✯✯✯

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
r

te
s

y
 o

f 
M

a
r

il
e

e
 M

e
lv

in
 ’

72

  W H E A T O N     17

86365_14_32.indd  17 11/18/11  1:08 PM



Alumni magazine, “Our recollections . . . include those incidents
where our Sovereign God, for His own purposes, intervened to spare 
us for yet other assignments that He had for us. . . . The lessons we 
learned were both a confirmation of our Wheaton education and a 
necessary preparation for the callings to which our Heavenly Father 
commissioned us.”

Those of this group who graduated from Wheaton pursued a wide 
variety of callings.  
Five became pastors. Bill Anderson, Jr. ’43 served as a chaplain
in the Air Force Reserve. Nate Goff ’46 served as senior pastor at 
College Church in Wheaton, among nine other churches over 60 
years. Bob Ferguson ’44 became a Presbyterian minister in Texas. 
Wayne Wessner ’48 was a pastor of a Baptist church in California, 
which grew from 30 to 1,000 members under his leadership. Bob 
Brooks ’48 spent 40 years as a United Methodist pastor. He was 
stationed in Honolulu, beginning in early 1945. “While my buddies 
were firing bullets at the Japanese, I had the privilege of telling a 
Sunday school class of Japanese young people of the love of Jesus.” 
Six became educators. Bob Baptista ’44 served 22 years at
Wheaton College as a teacher, coach, and academic dean; he also 
served as an administrator at four other Christian colleges, which 
included the presidencies at Sterling College (KS) and Taylor 
University. Frank Black ’48 researched the Scottish Reformation at 
the University of Chicago. Jim Buswell ’48 became a college teacher 
and then administrator at the U.S. Center for World Mission. Frank 
Lindgren Jr ’46 became a teacher and school administrator. Bob Paine 
’48 taught history for 17 years at Huntington College, then 19 years  
as professor and registrar at Manchester College. Bob Whitaker ’48 
taught junior high health and physical education for 10 years before 
becoming a Glen Ellyn principal and district administrator.
Four became businessmen. Art Anderson ’45, after playing
trombone in an Army band that traveled the Pacific, returned to 
take over the family furniture business; he went on to own two 
Ben Franklin stores for 22 years, and then worked for Snap-On-
Tools. George Traber ’48 made a career as a business executive and 
community leader. Ralph Enlow ’48 became an independent 
insurance agent for 45 years. Burt Groth ’44 enjoyed a career as a 
highway engineer.
Two became journalists. Lloyd Cory ’48 became a writer and
editor for Scripture Press, and after retirement became a reporter  

and columnist for the Hot Springs Village Voice in Arkansas.
Homer Dowdy ’47 was a newspaper writer for 15 years before serving 
21 years as an executive of a philanthropic foundation.
Three became missionaries. Jack Enlow ’49 became a
Youth For Christ evangelist and Bible translator in Peru. Doug 
Starkweather ’48 used graphic arts to facilitate missionary work in 
Venezuela, Puerto Rico, and Guatemala with Baptist Mid-Missions. 
Chuck Holsinger ’49, M.A. ’53 returned to the Philippines as the  
first missionary with Orient Crusades (now OC International),  
soon joined by fellow veteran Bud Schaeffer ’50, the “Michael Jordan 
of Wheaton basketball,” to launch Venture for Victory basketball 
evangelism.

Although one of the 23 didn’t return home, the lives of all of the men 
called to service on that cold day in 1943 had purpose. Many returned 
with a new perspective on life and ministry, paving the way for 
generations to come. Again, the words of President Armerding: 

Our prayer is that a great host from the oncoming
generations will also enlist in the service of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. We, the veterans of World War II, 
living and dead, will be their cloud of witnesses as they run 
with patience the race marked out for them and as they keep 
looking unto Jesus. To them we throw the torch. May they 
indeed hold it high for the glory of our Sovereign God.

Ginny Leffler Buchwald ’45, secretary of the Student War Board, 
christens a plane purchased from a war bond sale.
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 “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy:  when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the  
   Lord shall be a light unto me.” —Micah 7:8,  “foxhole verse” for Chuck Holsinger ’49

The Lessons of War 
Chuck Holsinger’s ’49 military service in the Philippines 
is recorded in his 2001 memoir Above the Cry of Battle. 
Having witnessed the suffering and atrocities the Filipino 
people endured at the hands of the Japanese, he returned 
with his wife, Elisabeth “Betty” Hermansen Holsinger ’49, 
in an attempt to bring healing to that people. 

He himself struggled for a decade with recurring 
nightmares of war and “anger and the spirit of revenge” 
against the Japanese. He had lost 32 personal friends in a 
company that was decimated from 250 to less than 100 
men by combat. But in 1955 a Navigators missionary in 
Okinawa, whose throat had been pierced by a Japanese 
bullet so he could only “whisper the gospel,” explained 
how he had forgiven the Japanese because God’s 
forgiveness of his own sins made his wound pale in 
comparison. This testimony helped Chuck forgive the 
Japanese as a people and former enemy, and his missions 
work would come to span six decades and 52 countries, 
including 46 trips back to the Philippines. In 1992, he and 
Betty received Wheaton College’s Alumni of the Year  
for Distinguished Service to Society award.
“Leaving things and circumstances in God’s hands was a  

significant battlefield lesson that has carried over into my 
life and missionary experience,” says Chuck. “Perhaps the 
most important message to get across is that one cannot 
have a healthy life without forgiveness. Pain and suffering 
must be talked about, and faced. . . . I chose to turn my 
scars into beauty marks.”

Chuck Holsinger ’49
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For one minute, beginning at 5 p.m. every day, the bell in 
Blanchard’s Tower rang out, calling the campus to pray for students 
and alumni in the military. Students stopped on the sidewalks 
between campus buildings, classes paused their activities, and athletes 
interrupted their workouts in the Alumni Gym.

In a letter to President V. Raymond Edman hon, published in the 
March 9, 1944, Wheaton Record, Pfc. Bob Whitaker ’48 wrote, “I’m 
sitting here now [stationed in the Pacific Theater]. . . . It’s nine o’clock 
in the morning of the next day when the old Tower bell rings out 
for the five o’clock prayer period, and what a strength it is for me to 
know that hundreds of prayers are going up for his protection over us 
and that our lives each day might be lived through his strength ‘For 
Christ and his Kingdom.’”

As the nation rallied to support its troops, such was the case at 
the College. Activities included the formation of the Student War 
Board, war bond purchases, blood donations, Red Cross training, 
class competitions to buy Victory Savings Stamps, funding efforts 
to purchase new Testaments for the armed forces, clothes drives for 
European war relief, and paper and scrap metal collections. 

Martha Cole Baptista ’45 recalls how students sought summer jobs 
to help the war effort. She worked in a Curtiss Wright airplane factory 
in Buffalo, new York, that built P-40 planes. But during the school 
year she kept busy by joining a women’s military unit on campus 
that was organized for women physical education students and led by 
a World War I veteran who ran the local shoe store. other women 
joined local church societies to make bandages out of sheets and send 
them to the Red Cross.

Mary Anna Baird Anderson ’44 left Wheaton after her junior 
year to process bond stubs for the navy at the Merchandise Mart in 
downtown Chicago. The daughter of missionaries serving in Korea, 
she was the reason her future husband Art Anderson ’45 missed the 
group photo taken of the students about to leave for Fort Sheridan—
the couple was saying goodbye just off-camera. 

The campus was “certainly different” after the men left, says Mary 
Anna. “There were not many guys around, so we gals had to carry 
on.” Many of the usual traditions and activities on campus were 
halted. Despite the departure of many of its key players, however, the 
Crusader football team remained strong, suffering no losses in 1943 
and only one loss in 1944. 

May 1944 saw the birth of a new chapel tradition when tribute 
was paid to Wheaton’s first casualty of the war—Fred “Fritz” Lange, 
Jr. ’45—by pinning a gold star on the U.S. flag. “When Dr. Edman 

When the Tower Bell Rings: How WWII Changed Life at Wheaton

From The Wheaton Record, March 20, 1942: “As far as is known, Wheaton is the first college to own [a 

Service Flag, at right, similar to those used in World War I]. . . . Patterned after the small home Service 

Banner, the Wheaton flag has . . . blue numerals to indicate the number of men in service. The flag now 

bears the number 56, but Dr. V. Raymond Edman revealed that the total has already jumped to more  

than 70. The flag now hangs over the main entrance to Blanchard Hall.”  

Within a year, the number 56 would increase sevenfold. A woolen flag would be replaced by the “Gold Star” 

flag, to be used inside (shown on Wheaton’s cover and on page 17); its large center star had a pocket 

holding a card that could be changed as the number of service men and women increased.  

Sweethearts Martha Cole ’45 and Bob Baptista ’44. Martha gives us this vignette of life on campus 

during the War: “The mailroom in the old gym building next to the old Stupe was full of laughter  

and of tears. Some servicemen called off the relationships they had with women students; others 

wrote of their impending return for a leave. Some of our mailboxes were filled on our return from 

college breaks, which made for much delight when your soldier was the type to write often.  

I once came back to 21 letters [from Bob] at one time. The mail clerk was glad we were back on 

campus to make stuffing the mail easier.” Martha and Bob were married on April 17, 1946.
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From Wheaton to the Nations 
David Howard ’49, M.A. ’52, whose own lifelong involvement with
missions was inspired by returning Wheaton veterans, identified how 
WWII inspired Wheaton’s “Golden Age of Missions” in his 2001 book, 
From Wheaton to the Nations.

“These men had seen the world as no previous generation of students
had ever seen it,” says Dave. “They had been around the globe in 
Europe, North Africa, and Asia … [and] had a great desire to go back 
and help restore the countries that had been so devastated.”

Many veterans established foreign mission societies. Mission Aviation 
Fellowship was co-founded by Wheaton alumni E. W. Hatcher ’48, 
Don Berry ’48, and Nate Saint ’50, among others. Today its fleet of 
58 aircraft fly three million miles annually to remote corners of 42 
countries. Wheaton alumni from the Pacific Theater, including Duane 
Engholm ’51 and Jack Frizen ’49, helped launch Far Eastern Gospel 
Crusade (now SEND International), while alumni from the European 
Theater, including Robert P. Evans ’39, LL.D. ’62 helped launch 
Greater Europe Mission (GEM). Today SEND has more than 600 
missionaries in 20 countries, and GEM has more than 300 missionaries 
in 28 European countries.

These Wheaton veterans also inspired students who had not served in 
the war to enter the mission field. Art Wiens ’49, a chaplain’s assistant 
in a hospital unit in North Africa and Italy who returned to Italy as a 
missionary after graduation, kept a prayer list of classmates who went 
into missions. It numbered 580 at last count.

This student cohort was the largest to enter the mission field since 
Wheaton’s founding in 1860, and remains the largest. This mix includes 
Jim Elliot ’49 and Ed McCully ’49, killed along with Nate Saint in 
Ecuador by the Waodani in 1956. The Record calculated that each class
from 1947 to 1950 sent 100 students into the mission field.

This surge in missionary activity slowed. The class of 1950 had 31 
percent enter the mission field. The class of 1955 had only 14 percent. 

“This was understandable,” says Dave. “The great upsurge of interest 
following World War II could not possibly be duplicated.”

Editor’s note: In some instances, the Alumni Association allows alumni to
choose a preferred reunion class year; that is, a year that is different from the 
year of graduation. That policy explains why, for example, a WWII veteran 
who receives his degree in 1947 might be designated as being in the class of 
1944 (the year he would have graduated, had the war not intervened). 

We wish to thank Ray Smith ’54 and our colleagues in the College’s 
Archives and Special Collections for their assistance with this article.

approached the chapel podium and had one hand behind his back,
we knew that hand held a gold star representing the death of one 
of Wheaton’s students,” says Martha. “Very somber . . . heart-
wrenching.”

But one day the Tower bell rang but did not stop after 60 
seconds as it usually did. Instead it rang “wildly and joyfully 
. . . on and on,” recalls David Howard ’49, M.A. ’52. Japan 
had surrendered after the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. “Students in the dining hall burst out spontaneously 
singing the Doxology,” says Dave. “That evening some of us took 
the old ‘Roarin’ Elgin’ train into Chicago to join the celebration 
on State Street. What a wild and raucous evening that was, with 
soldiers and sailors kissing every girl in sight, bands playing, 
confetti flying, alcohol flowing.” (Dave clarifies that Wheaton 
students refrained from the alcohol and the kissing.)

And so the College began to prepare for the flood of veterans 
who would soon return to campus, thanks to the G.I. Bill of 
Rights. Their mature presence and heart for the world would 
soon birth Wheaton’s Golden Age of Missions, says Dave. “Thus 
the world, and with it Wheaton College, was changed forever.”
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When he graduated from Taft High School in Chicago,
Don Meyer ’57 wasn’t thinking about college. “I was more interested 
in getting a job so I could make some money and buy a car,” he  
says candidly. 

But a phone call from Coach Lee Pfund ’49 changed the course of 
Don’s life—and many lives at Wheaton as a result.

Coach asked Don to come to Wheaton to play baseball—and Don 
played catcher, earning a spot in Wheaton’s athletics Hall of Honor years 
later. But the real story took place on another playing field entirely; for 
while Don may have come to Wheaton to play ball, he graduated with  

“a totally different vision for what my life would be like going forward.”
He says, “I came in cynical, not particularly wanting to be at Wheaton 

. . . and came out excited about the Scriptures and about the opportunity 
to be God’s person wherever I happened to work.”

While at Wheaton, Don experienced the camaraderie of Christian 
ballplayers and had the opportunity to spend time in prayer with peers. He 
remembers especially the encouragement of professors like Dr. William 
Volkman Hon, who became an influential mentor. “He was a guy of
incredible vision, who not only gave you information, but also helped you 
see potential way beyond what you could dream for yourself,” says Don.

Graduating with a renewed sense of purpose, Don married his high 
school sweetheart and fellow graduate, Doris Maurer ’57, and the couple 
moved across the country to Buffalo, new York—away from everyone 

Pieces of Heaven
During Homecoming Weekend, 
Trustee Emeritus Don Meyer ’57 received  
the Alumni Association’s 2011 Distinguished 
Service to Alma Mater Award. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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giver” that Wheaton’s vice president for advancement and alumni
relations, Dr. Mark Dillon, has ever known. Mark says, “Many future 
generations of Wheaton students, staff, and faculty will, whether 
knowingly or not, thank God for him.” 

Tom Pratt ’60, who worked side-by-side with Don as a member of 
the Board of Trustees for many years notes, “In more ways than you 
can actually count or express, Don has been the heart and soul of the 
board’s contribution to the Promise of Wheaton campaign.” 

Not only did he lend his business expertise, he also helped mentor 
and challenge many on the subject of stewardship. Mark ’80 and 
Kathy Hess Vaselkiv ’83 both remember the first time they heard Don 
speak on the subject. Now a trustee herself, Kathy says, “Don gave a 
talk about seeing everything we have as being a gift from the Lord, for 
His Kingdom.” And Mark adds, “The principles that Don and Doris 
were willing to share about generosity and giving have been critical 
for us as we have started our own journey of giving to worthy causes. 
. . . There are very few people in our society who are courageous 
enough to cap their net worth.”

Wise, humble, and generous—these are a few of the words that 
alumni, administrators, and fellow Board members consistently use 
to describe Don. And the current chairman of the Board, Dr. David 
Gieser ’71, adds that during the presidential search, Don demonstrated, 

“an unshakeable faith that God would provide His person for this 
season in Wheaton College’s history.”

When it seemed the committee was at a standstill, Don orchestrated 
a visit to Philadelphia that settled the matter. Says President Ryken, 

“Don was perhaps the first person from the committee to discern that 
God might be leading me to serve at Wheaton, and I sensed from the 
way he spoke about God’s leading that this was something the Spirit 
was prompting in him through a life of prayer.”

Don and Doris are involved in the leadership of Hamburg Wesleyan 
Church in Hamburg, New York. All three of their children earned 
undergraduate degrees at Wheaton: Jeffrey ’82, Jill ’85, and Joelle 
Meyer Herskind ’91. Jeff currently serves on Wheaton’s Board of 
Trustees, and each of the Meyer children has found ways to give time 
and resources. Says Jeff, “I couldn’t have had a better role model.” And 
Don explains, “We hope, through our giving, to be part of bringing a 
little bit of heaven down here.”

and every place they had ever known—all within the space of one week. 
Don, a business major, began working for a small lumber company 
straight away.

The young couple started out their new life like many couples, with 
loads of energy and optimism, and plenty of loans—including student 
loans, a car loan, and even a loan for Doris’ engagement ring. 

So when Don came home with his first paycheck, and announced 
that the first 10 percent would go to God, Doris balked. “I was 
flabbergasted,” she says, and then asked him, “How in the world do 
you expect that we will pay these bills off, if you are going to start out 
by giving 10 percent of the money off the top?” 

But at that point, the couple made an important decision to tithe in 
spite of their debt. It was a decision that would become the hallmark 
of their lives together—but more than that, this decision marked their 
willingness to be led by the Lord in all things. 

Since then, the giving of time and resources has become a source 
of joy for both, with each spurring the other to give more over the 
years—to their church and other Christian organizations, to the 
underprivileged in their community in New York and around the 
world, and to Wheaton College. 

With Doris to support him at home, Don has served as a Wheaton 
trustee for 23 years, as chairman of the Board of Trustees for three 
years, and as co-chair of the recent Presidential Selection Committee. 
He even volunteered for the role of chairman of the advancement 
committee, providing strong leadership to the Promise of Wheaton 
campaign that raised more than $260 million to build facilities and 
enhance programs. 

President Philip Ryken ’88 says today of Don, “Although he has done 
it in a quiet and unassuming way, it would be hard for me to think 
of anyone who has shared more of his love and gifts with Wheaton 
College than Don Meyer.” 

It seems fitting, then, in the same year that we celebrate the successful 
completion of the Promise campaign, and the inauguration of the 
president whom Don helped select, that the Wheaton College Alumni 
Association has honored him with the 2011 Distinguished Service to 
Alma Mater Award. 

Effortlessly generous
An entrepreneur who grew the Baillie Lumber Company from a local 
operation to the largest hardwood lumber company in the United 
States with markets in more than 75 countries, Don is also past director 
of the National Hardwood Lumber Association, a member of the 
Hardwood Trade Council and the Young Life National Board and 
Buffalo Committee, and a director of Patkai Christian College in 
Nagaland, India. 

Currently on the boards of Jericho Road Ministries in Buffalo, New 
York, and Generous Giving, Don is “the most effortlessly generous 

hen he graduated from Taft High School in Chicago,
Don Meyer ’57 wasn’t thinking about college. “I was more interested 
in getting a job so I could make some money and buy a car,” he  
says candidly. 

But a phone call from Coach Lee Pfund ’49 changed the course of 
Don’s life—and many lives at Wheaton as a result.

Coach asked Don to come to Wheaton to play baseball—and Don 
played catcher, earning a spot in Wheaton’s athletics Hall of Honor years 
later. But the real story took place on another playing field entirely; for 
while Don may have come to Wheaton to play ball, he graduated with  

“a totally different vision for what my life would be like going forward.”
He says, “I came in cynical, not particularly wanting to be at Wheaton 

. . . and came out excited about the Scriptures and about the opportunity 
to be God’s person wherever I happened to work.”

While at Wheaton, Don experienced the camaraderie of Christian 
ballplayers and had the opportunity to spend time in prayer with peers. He 
remembers especially the encouragement of professors like Dr. William 
Volkman HoN, who became an influential mentor. “He was a guy of
incredible vision, who not only gave you information, but also helped you 
see potential way beyond what you could dream for yourself,” says Don.

Graduating with a renewed sense of purpose, Don married his high 
school sweetheart and fellow graduate, Doris Maurer ’57, and the couple 
moved across the country to Buffalo, New York—away from everyone 

“But who am I, and who are my people that we 
should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and we have given 
you only what comes from your hand.”  
–1 Chronicles 29:14
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How Wheaton Associates Have Boosted Giving
Wheaton Associates 30-Year Giving History, 1981-2011

Membership 
How It’s Grown, Decade by Decade
Every year, about 3,000 students benefit from Wheaton 
Associates’ prayers and generosity.

In 1981, Lady Diana married Prince Charles, Ronald Reagan became 
President, the Space Shuttle Columbia took its first flight, and the “internet” 
was in its infancy. In this same year, 38 households became the first  
Wheaton Associates. These individuals and couples agreed to pray for the 
College; to promote the College’s mission, encouraging others to do the  
same; and to give at least $1,000 a year to the unrestricted Wheaton Fund. 

Today more than 50 times that number of couples and individuals make  
the same commitments—and over the last 30 years, such giving has 
represented 47 percent of total giving to Wheaton. On this 30th anniversary,  
we celebrate all those who have helped lower the cost of tuition for every 
student at Wheaton, but especially the “first 38,” visionaries who paved the  
way for keeping the integration of Christ-centered faith and learning affordable, 
and for promoting excellence in programming.

Chuck ’63 and Pat Gramley Stair ’64 were among the first Wheaton
Associates. Chuck remembers what it was like to wonder how the next 
tuition bill would be paid. To make ends meet when he was a student 
at Wheaton, Chuck worked 30 to 40 hours a week at Heintz Pharmacy 
in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. He hitchhiked rides to and from work, and was 

30years of giving

What’s the successful partnership that
has made a world of difference to Wheaton  
students for the last 30 years? 

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

An Anniversary List 
WHeAton ASSoCIAteS CHArter MeMBerS

Don ’56 and Lynne Dunkerton Ahrenholz ’58

Bill and Gingie Anderson

Hudson ’41 and Miriam Bailey Armerding ’42

Dick ’57 and Miriam Ward Armstrong ’57

Clayton and Charlotte Brown

Brent and Marcellene Cameron

Don ’55 and Scottie Scott Chase ’56

Howard and Lois eklind

Allen ’41 and Marian Smith emery ’41

Jim ’57 and Barbara erickson

Jack and Grace Faulkner

Gary ’64 and Sue ellen Sorensen Griffin ’64

Don and ruth Grimm

Hank ’61 and Jan Hutchings Harrison ’61, M.A. ’92

Bill ’45 and Bobbie Johnson

Mina Marie Johnson ’44

David ’65 and Georgia rizzotto Johnston ’65

Larry ’58 and Pat Jeschke Kennard ’58

tom and Carol Klobucher

Dave ’73 and Carla Knipel

Bud ’51 and Betty Burtness Knoedler ’50

Al ’77 and Jan Westerhoven Lindsten ’77

Jim ’52 and elaine Arison Maxwell ’51

Fred ’79 and Debi Krotz Miser ’79

Del ’36 and Gene Johnson nelson ’39

Gordon and Helen nelson

George and Ginny newitt

David ’39 and Virginia Petty

Bill ’60 and Judy Wyngarden Pollard ’60

David ’41 and Ginny Horton roberts ’39

Byron ’52 and nancy Safstrom

Jim ’52 and rosena Sawyer ’52

Dick ’37 and Mary troutman Seume ’37

Burt ’53 and Fran Sorensen

Chuck ’63 and Pat Gramley Stair ’64

Ken ’44 and norma Cook Wessner ’44

David and Peggy Dyrness Weston ’56

tom ’56 and Liz Swanson Young ’58 

overall College Giving
$555 million

 Wheaton Associates Total Giving
 $260 million  

overall Unrestricted Giving 
$92 million

      Unrestricted Wheaton Associates Giving
      $51 million 
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paid $1.60 an hour. Some nights after closing up shop, he’d stop by the
local McDonalds. If any day-old burgers were still being kept warm 
under the heat lamp, he would buy a handful for ten cents apiece. 

But in spite of Chuck’s hard work and thrifty habits, there were 
some months when he simply couldn’t pay his entire balance. So it was 
an enormous relief when, on at least two occasions, the dean called 
him in to inform him that a scholarship had been made available to 
him by an anonymous donor. 

Chuck has always remained grateful for these acts of generosity 
and, together with his wife, has returned the favor by generously 
supporting several generations of Wheaton students over the past few 
decades. When the Wheaton Associates program began, Chuck and 
Pat were among the first to make a commitment.  

Since 1981, the Wheaton Associates program has mushroomed from 
that initial membership of 38 households into a partnership of nearly 
1,900 households. Over these decades, Wheaton Associates’ regular 
financial support, prayer, and promotion of the Wheaton College 
mission have helped keep tuition as low as possible for each student, 
while also providing support for programs and incentives to recruit 
and retain exceptional faculty. Their giving also helps fund innovative 
classroom programming and technologies, athletics programming, 
student ministries, mission trips, and the HNGR Program.

According to statistics provided by The Chronicle of Higher Education,
every year since the early 1980s, tuition and fees at private and public 
colleges have grown faster than the rate of inflation—sometimes more 
than two or three times as fast. The Wheaton Associates program 
was founded to help combat this phenomenon, recognized in the late 
1970s by forward-looking Wheaton trustees and administrators. 

In 2010-11, Wheaton Associates’ support accounted for a remarkable 
72 percent of overall unrestricted giving and 43 percent of all overall 
college giving. 

Although many national colleges and universities distribute public 
lists of their most consistent supporters or publish the dollar range of 
constituents’ contributions yearly, Wheaton has favored a less public 
approach. Instead of focusing on individual recognition, the Wheaton 
Associates program is designed to give alumni, parents, and friends  
the opportunity to partner with Wheaton College in multifaceted, 
behind-the-scenes ways.  
 
Tom and Carol Klobucher were among the founding households—even
though neither attended Wheaton. 

Tom first heard of Wheaton Associates when he accepted a friend’s 
invitation to attend a luncheon about the program. “I ended up sitting 
next to Dr. Chase, and while we were served lunch, he unloaded  
his heart,” says Tom. “I remember so clearly his words about Wheaton 
being a ‘nonrenewable resource that we need to protect for future 
generations.’”

Tom went home, talked to Carol, and the two have been Wheaton 
Associates ever since. He says, “You do lots of things in life, but there 
are some things that bless you. Our relationship with Wheaton College 
has been that, a blessing on so many different levels.”

Foremost among these blessings has been witnessing the impact that 
the “integration of faith and learning” has had on their children,  
Paul ’96 and his wife, Amy Shoemaker Klobucher ’95; and Lisa ’94 and 
her husband, Mark Kortenhoeven ’94.

Another has been establishing the W. Harlan Scholarship for four 
or five students every year who come from “middle-income families 
making too much money to get grants, but not enough to afford 
Wheaton without massive debts.” 

Through meeting these students, Tom and Carol feel “the 
confirmation of God’s hand in all of this.” And like so many Wheaton 
Associates, they appreciate the opportunity to be the blessing—helping
students obtain “an education that is worth preserving,” he says. 

1981: 38

1991: 518

2001: 1,247

2011: 1,892

Membership 
How It’s Grown, Decade by Decade
Every year, about 3,000 students benefit from Wheaton 
Associates’ prayers and generosity.

30years of giving

What’s the successful partnership that
has made a world of difference to Wheaton  
students for the last 30 years? 

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

Tom and Carol Klobucher (left) and Chuck ’63 and Pat Gramley Stair ’64

Overall Unrestricted Giving 
$92 million

      Unrestricted Wheaton Associates Giving
      $51 million 
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Appreciation.
This one word carries significant weight in the workplace—even at  
a time when just having a job is a valued commodity. 

“Sixty-five percent of Americans say they receive little or no 
appreciation in the workplace,” says Dr. Gary Chapman ’60, pastor 
and author of the New York Times #1 bestselling The 5 Love 
Languages series. “They stay with the job because it ‘pays the bills’ 
and they have no place to go.” 

Several years ago, Dr. Chapman partnered with Dr. Paul White ’79,  
a psychologist and successful business consultant, to create  
the Motivating by Appreciation (MBA) Inventory—an assessment tool 
designed to help people communicate appreciation in the workplace. 
After success with the MBA Inventory, Drs. Chapman and White 
authored The 5 Languages of Appreciation in the Workplace: 
Empowering Organizations by Encouraging People. Dr. White says, 
“People in today’s workplace desperately need and want to know  
they are valued and appreciated.” 

What is the state of today’s workplace and how can this book 
address some of your observations?

Gary Chapman: According to the U.S. Department of Labor, 
79 percent of Americans who leave their jobs do so because they don’t 
feel appreciated. The emphasis has often been on the bottom line and 
people are simply seen as machines. If the machine performs well, 
little else matters. There are people who look forward to going to work 
and people who just go to work. The difference is often determined 
by the emotional climate of the workplace. 

How do we effectively express appreciation to those who work 
with us or under our supervision? What makes one person feel 
appreciated does not necessarily make another person feel appreciated. 
The book seeks to help people “hit the mark” by understanding how 
to express appreciation to others. 

Paul White: Unfortunately, most people don’t feel valued in the 
workplace. The current negative state of the workplace is due to a 
combination of layoffs, lack of available financial rewards, increased 
workload, anxiety about the future, and managers not knowing 
effective ways to encourage and support their employees. 

There are core conditions necessary for people in the workplace  
to actually feel appreciated. Appreciation needs to be communicated: 
individually and personally, in the language and actions that  
are meaningful to the recipient, and in ways that are perceived as 
authentic and genuine. When these conditions are met, we  
have consistently seen success in encouraging staff and improving  
their relationships in stressful work environments.

by Monica M. Jones

In their new book, Drs. Gary Chapman ’60 and  
Paul White ’79 explore the concept of appreciation  
in the workplace. 

AppreciationArtof

the
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What are the five languages of appreciation in the workplace?

GC: The five languages of appreciation are very similar to the five love 
languages, but they have different dialects in the work setting. 
They are: 
Words of affirmation: Using words to express praise, encouragement, 
and appreciation.   
Quality time: This may be in conversation or in activities such as hiking 
or even traveling together to a conference. The key idea is expressing 
appreciation by giving the gift of presence.
Acts of service: We emphasize that you should always ask: “Would it be 
helpful if I did….” They will not feel appreciated if you do something 
that they did not want you to do.
Tangible gifts: These need not be expensive, but they do need to be 
meaningful.  
Physical touch: We are fully aware of the sexual harassment issues. 
However, there are appropriate touches in the workplace: high fives, 
fist bumps, pats on the back, and firm handshakes are examples. 

Toward that end, how can people implement these languages 
of appreciation?

PW: It has been our goal and desire to provide practical information, 
tools and resources that will assist workers, managers, and employers 
in applying the concepts of the five languages in their daily work 
settings. Therefore our book and training resources focus on giving 
real-life examples and effective tools to use in every day work 
relationships. 

How complex was it to translate the love languages to the 
languages of appreciation and what are the distinct differences 
between the two?

GC: The human need for love is very close to the human need for 
appreciation. In fact in family relationships we often hear someone  
say, “I feel like she or he does not appreciate all that I do.” They 
may also say, “I feel like they don’t love me.” These emotional 
needs are very close. 

In the workplace, the more common word is “appreciation,” but  
it is referring to the deep human need to feel that what I do is 
meaningful and that someone recognizes and appreciates it. It is not 
always tied to performance, but may simply be the need to feel  
that someone cares about me as a person. 

 
How can you determine someone’s language of appreciation?

GC: The fastest and best way is to take the MBA inventory. However, 
you may also discover one’s appreciation language by observing their 
behavior. If they are always giving words of encouragement to others, 
then words of affirmation are likely their language. We tend to do  
for others what would be meaningful to us. 
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In the book you say, “Understanding and accepting your 
team members’ differences and how they feel appreciated and 
encouraged is critical to your success.” Can you talk more about 
this thought?

PW: We know that successful managers are those who understand the 
needs and desires of the majority of their team members and are able to 
act in ways that help meet those needs and desires. This is in contrast  
to focusing on their own needs and desires or assuming that their 
coworkers’ needs and desires are the same as their own. In fact, I had 
one successful nonprofit leader indicate that it finally “hit her” that not 
everyone is encouraged or feels appreciated in the same way. She 
realized that it was important for her to understand the ways in which 
her colleagues feel appreciated so that she can communicate in their 
language rather than hers. Individuals who are not able to understand 
life experiences from other people’s points of view are usually limited 
in their ability to lead groups in business and in organizations. 

How might one apply these principles in their workplace when 
others are not on board?  

PW: We have had numerous individuals report that they have started to 
use the concepts in their relationships with their staff, talking about it 
over lunch or sharing the book, and that it is received positively.  
We encourage people not to try to force these concepts on others.
GC: Managers can also observe the behavior, complaints, and 
requests of coworkers and likely determine their primary language 
of appreciation. Then, they can focus on speaking the appreciation 
language of their coworkers. They need not even discuss the topic. 
They are simply becoming effective communicators of appreciation.  
It only takes one person to get the process started.

Dr. Paul White ’79 is a psychologist, author, 
speaker, and consultant. He is the director of 
family coaching and personal development for 
Nativas Wealth Advisors, Inc. He has a master’s 
in counseling from Arizona State University 
and a Ph.D. in counseling psychology from 
Georgia State University.

Dr. Gary Chapman ’60 is senior associate pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. He has a master’s in religious 
education and a Ph.D. in adult education from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He’s author of the New York Times #1 
bestselling The 5 Love Languages series.
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0utside of the Howe School of Excellence on the West Side of 
Chicago, a second-grader calls out, “When will you be back? When 
will you come play with me again?”

The group of incoming and current Wheaton students getting back 
on their bus had come to spend the day with these children—reading 
to them, helping with homework, and playing games at recess. Due to 
poor academic performance, Howe was closed during the summer  
of 2008 and reopened with an entirely new staff in the fall of that same 
year. Amanda Iglesias ’14, an art major says, “We got to see the by-
product of the new system. It’s a school without many resources, but 
now students are taught in structured classes by a staff of teachers who 
are now unified. They are finally getting a quality education.”

Partnering with ministries serving in communities throughout the 
Chicagoland area, 600 Wheaton students spent a day dedicated to vari-
ous community service projects as a part of the Big Sib program. Big 
Sib has been part of New Student Orientation for decades, but a day 
dedicated to community service was a new direction for the program. 

In the past, incoming freshmen would break into small groups 
and two current Wheaton sophomores would lead each group. The 
students would take the train into Chicago, and much like tourists, 
take in the sights. “The program was pretty unorganized,” explains 
Orientation Committee Student Director Jared Cochrum ’12, an 
applied health sciences major. “Leaders didn’t know what to do 
with their groups. A lot of people ended up just wandering around 

For the first time during New Student Orientation, nearly 
600 Wheaton students devoted an entire day to community 
service projects in the city of Chicago. 

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06
servicea Foundation of
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to sites throughout the city. They painted, sorted, mixed, cleared, 
demolished, played, and bushwhacked the day away.

“This generation tends to be inwardly focused,” Steve explains. 
“Research tells us they have internalized the belief that they are 
special. This set the vision of being for God and others—helping the 
students move outside of themselves.”

Dave Brown ’13, an engineering major on the Orientation 
Committee, was part of a Big Sib group that helped Sunshine Gospel 
Ministries transform an abandoned grocery store into a community 
center. “We cleared a lot of trees and bushes and painted the upstairs 
where they will have low-income housing available,” he said. “I  
was amazed at how the freshmen served right alongside each other.  
There weren’t enough paintbrushes, so they divided up and found 
other ways to help for part of the time. There weren’t any gloves  
for weeding, but they did it anyway without a single complaint.” Dave 
described how one of the Sunshine leaders pulled up expecting  
to see just a small part of the project completed, but was pleasantly 
surprised at the amount of progress the students made.

“The goal was to introduce students not just to the city, but to the 
needs of the city,” Jared says. “And the ways to address these needs—
not just in a day, but through long-term service.”

In the frenzy of New Student Orientation, Amanda says, “It’s 
easy to get caught up in what classes to take, friends to meet, and 
everything else. Taking an entire day off to refocus on being part of a 
much bigger story definitely set a new tone for orientation.”

Once the day’s work was done, the students returned to Wheaton 
for a time of worship together, building a common bond that will last 
for years to come.

“This class is starting life at Wheaton together by serving their 
community,” says Amanda. “How awesome is that?”

downtown without a lot of direction.”
Charged with either finding a way to redevelop the Big Sib program 

with more meaning and direction or cut it completely, the committee 
brainstormed with Director of Student Activities Steve Ivester ’93, 
M.A. ’03. The New Student Orientation Committee met in January 
2011 to create a vision for welcoming the new class of freshmen in 
August. Though it lacked structure, Big Sib was still a beloved program 
and the group agreed that the exposure to the city of Chicago carried 
great significance for new Wheaton students. “I read a Chicago Tribune
article a few years before about Elmhurst College doing a freshmen 
community service project, but just hadn’t really pounced on the idea 
until now,” says Steve. “This year it just came together—the timing 
was right and the students had the passion for it.”

Amanda was part of the Orientation Committee and adds, “Steve 
encouraged us so much by giving us free reign and just letting us 
dream. God opened the doors before us.”

The committee made contact with Sean Young, assistant director 
of Wheaton’s Urban Studies program, and Sue Lee, assistant director 
of the Office of Christian Outreach, to think through how to 
successfully engage 600 students in community service projects all at 
one time. 

Franklin Bellinger, from the nonprofit organization By the Hand, 
helped identify viable community service project opportunities. 
“Franklin took the project by the reins,” says Jared, “and with his 
contacts, he could find places for the entire freshmen class to serve all 
over the city.”

And throughout Chicago they went. Beginning with breakfast 
together in the morning, the students were divided into their Big 
Sib groups. Together they walked to the College Avenue Metra 
train station to travel downtown where buses awaited to take them 
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It is impossible to say all that should be said
about Arthur Holmes.

Certainly he had an important role in making Wheaton College the 
institution it is today. Not only did Art create a first-rate philosophy 
program, he also constantly worked to make Wheaton College, as 
a whole, academically first-rate and deeply Christian in every way. 

He also made a profound contribution to Christian philosophy. 
You may have heard of Art’s dream of sending 100 students into 
philosophy to give that profession a solid Christian presence. With 
God’s help, that dream was substantially fulfilled. Art not only sent 
generations of Wheaton students to graduate school, but also made 
considerable contributions to the field through his own publications. 
He played a key role in the establishment of the Society of Christian 
Philosophers, which now boasts more than 1,000 members. Its 
beginning goes back to the annual Wheaton College Philosophy 
Conference that Art established in the 1950s. This conference 
functioned as the main vehicle for Christian philosophers to meet 
and dialogue. One year the famous philosopher William Alston was 
the main speaker. After the conference, Bill Alston said to Arthur, 
“This was the finest philosophical conference I have ever attended; 
we need to figure out how to make this happen more regularly.” 
And that is how the idea of the Society was born.

And what about Art’s contributions to the whole community of P
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In Remembr ance : Arthur F. Holmes 1924–2011

A Life Well Lived   
presented at the memorial service  

for Professor of Philosophy Emeritus  

Dr. Arthur F. Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52,  

held on Wheaton’s campus,  

in Pierce Chapel,  

on Sunday, October 23, 2011.

by Dr. C. Stephen Evans ’69,  

University Professor of Philosophy  

and Humanities, Baylor University

a tribute  
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A

Christian higher education? Many of the brightest Christian scholars in
many fields, such as Mark Noll ’68 in history (who served at Wheaton 
and now at Notre Dame); David Jeffrey ’65 (Baylor) and Roger Lundin 
’71 (Wheaton) in literature, Marianne Meye Thompson ’75 (Fuller) and 
Walter Hansen ’68 (Fuller) in biblical studies, were transformed by being 
Art’s students. And that is not to mention the contributions others who 
were his students have made in theology, biblical studies, law, medicine, 
and even the business world. In lectures given all over the country, as 
well as in his writings, Art labored tirelessly to give Christian colleges 
a vision for excellence and an understanding of what it might mean to 
integrate faith and learning.

 
rthur Holmes was a great teacher.

Of course he had all the tools we would expect: great learning, intellectual
brilliance, passionate enthusiasm, and dedication to his students expressed 
in hours of class preparation. 

But Art also spent many office hours with students in one-on-one 
personal counseling. On one occasion I was struggling to decide which 
church I should attend, and came in to ask his advice, which I have never 
forgotten. In a matter-of-fact tone he told me, “Steve, remember that 
when you choose a church community you are choosing the people you 
want to have around you when you die.” A second story: My wife Jan 
(Walter ’71), at that time my fiancé, came to his office to talk with him 
about what it would be like to be the wife of a Christian philosopher. 
When Jan posed her question, Art said, with a twinkle in his eye, “I think 
you will need to talk with Mrs. Holmes to find out about that.” But of 
course he went on to patiently explain for her benefit how philosophy was 
then perceived in the evangelical world.

Art possessed two qualities that together might seem paradoxical, but 
they made his teaching unique—especially his teaching of the history of 
philosophy. On the one hand, Art, more than any philosopher I have ever 
known, had a marvelous ability to empathetically enter into the mind 
of every philosopher he discussed. When he taught Plato or Aristotle, it 
was as though we were listening to Plato or Aristotle. Even deeply non-
Christian philosophers such as Nietzsche or Spinoza were treated in such 
a way that we felt that Art had gotten inside of these thinkers. There were 
no straw men; every point of view was explained in the most charitable 
and sympathetic way possible. 

The second quality was this: Art exhibited the most deeply Christian 
mind I have ever encountered. He did not just talk about Christian 
perspectives—he embodied them. Now, you might think the first quality 
is incompatible with the second. But I think that it is precisely because Art 
was so fair-minded and honest in his treatment of other philosophers that 
his Christian perspective was so compelling. When Art criticized another 
philosophical perspective, you knew the criticism was earned. He provided 
a fearless example of a Christian intellectual unafraid to encounter the 
world of thought, and many times he showed those of us fortunate enough 
to study with him, that, before writing off or refuting a perspective, there 
was much that we as Christians could learn from that view.

In Remembr ance : Arthur F. Holmes 1924–2011

  W H E A T O N     31

86365_14_32.indd  31 11/18/11  2:09 PM



As both my teacher and colleague, Art, more than
any other person, helped me gain an understanding that I had a calling
from God to do Christian philosophy. He constantly put these questions 
before me: Steve, how can you invest your life strategically for the 
kingdom of God? What is it that God wants you to do? He never 
tried to answer those questions for me; indeed he constantly preached 
that Christians could serve God in whatever calling we had: business, 
missions, church ministry, medicine, or whatever. 

But in his life he modeled a more specific answer for me: I was called 
to be a Christian philosopher with a double mission: to represent Christ 
in the world of philosophy and to bring my gifts as a philosopher to the 
service of Christ’s church. 

Art did not merely help me gain this sense of calling; he taught me what
it meant. He helped me see that the intellectual life is a place where faith 
makes a difference. Philosophy is not a purely neutral quest for truth; it is an 
expression of the whole person and is ultimately shaped by the heart, whether 
that heart be that of a rebel or a faithful disciple. The task of the Christian 
philosopher is to learn to look at the world through the eyes of faith.

In helping me to see philosophy in this light, Art gave me one more
priceless gift. Once one sees the spiritual battle being waged in the 
intellectual world, it would be easy to demonize unbelieving philosophers 
and withdraw into a Christian intellectual ghetto. Art refused to allow 
his students to take this easy way out by insisting that all truth is God’s 
truth. God’s common grace sends rain on the godly and the ungodly. Nor 
are Christian philosophers exempt from error. Triumphalism is out of 

“Arthur Holmes . . . helped me see that the intellectual life is a place where 

faith makes a difference. Philosophy is not a purely neutral quest for truth; 

it is an expression of the whole person and is ultimately shaped by the heart, 

whether that heart be that of a rebel or a faithful disciple. The task of the 

Christian philosopher is to learn to look at the world through the eyes of faith.”  

—C. Stephen Evans ’69

place, for Christian philosophers remain finite creatures and they remain
sinners, even if they are redeemed sinners. I learned that my task was to 
think Christianly—to develop an authentic Christian view, but not to 
think of my own work as the Christian view.

The final gift I received from Art may be the most significant of all. 
Having taught me that I was called to invest my life strategically for the 
kingdom of God, Art also taught me to leave the results in God’s hands. 
In assessing the meaning of my life, the question that matters is not What 
I have achieved?; it is Have I been faithful? Success in any external sense 
is completely up to God. So my task in the classroom is to give of myself 
to my students. What they will become must be left to them and to God. 
My task in the study is to do the best thinking I can do, to write the best 
books and articles I can. Whether anybody else notices any of that is 
ultimately not my concern or my responsibility. Art also taught me that 
seeing the scholarly life as a calling to faithfulness rather than success is 
not an excuse for mediocrity. We cannot give God less than our best.  

Through God’s grace, we have received great gifts from the life and 
work of Arthur Holmes. I hope that we will show our gratitude for those 
gifts by renewing our own commitments to the ideals Arthur embodied, 
asking ourselves once more how we can invest our lives strategically for 
the kingdom of God. We best honor Arthur Holmes by continuing to 
work to actualize the vision with which God blessed him. 

Thank you, Arthur, and thanks be to the Lord who blessed us with 
your presence. 
Editor's note: Read more about Dr. Holmes on page 48.
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As the decades pass, we alumni read the “Alumni 
News” section of Wheaton magazine differently. In our twenties and thirties, 
we begin with “Weddings” and “Newcomers.” When we get a little older, we 
progress to “Decades,” focusing primarily on what’s happening in the lives 
of our classmates. Later in life, we turn to the “In Memory” section first. 
Last fall’s Homecoming reminded me of a different progression, that of my 
evolving relationships with well-loved Wheaton faculty, the progression from 
teacher to mentor to friend.

In part because I continue to live in the Wheaton area, the richness of these 
relationships has deepened through the years, as has my appreciation for 
those whom God has called to teach at Wheaton. To name but a few:

Cliff Schimmels HON ignited in me a passion for teaching and got me my first job.

Jack Swartz ’52, with a twinkle in his eye, embodied Christ-like integrity and humility in all 
circumstances.

John “Jack” Clark composed and recited poignant vignettes about South American culture and, 
more profoundly for me, his own faith journey.

Dave Maas ’62 pointed the way and encouraged me through graduate studies in American 
History.

Harold Best  HON, the choir director in my home church for 25 years, enriched my understanding 
and experience of worship (and, I am certain, invented words in the process!).

Jerry Root (after he thumps me in the chest) regularly asks me the most significant question of 
all, “Kurt, how is your soul?” 

Eleanor Paulson ’47 still glows with love for her students, words, and the Word.

Lee Pfund ’49, my uncle as well as my golf teacher, continues to demonstrate faithfulness as he 
prays for dozens of former players (and my family) week after week, decade after decade.

Don Church ’57, in his Inspector Columbo-like manner, proves to me daily that the undervalued 
gift of encouragement, if used faithfully, can be used by our infinitely creative God to alter the 
world.

As the years have passed, what I have observed in each of these teachers-mentors-friends  
is a deep humility, a bracing authenticity, a commitment to using their God-given gifts, and an 
abiding love for Jesus.  I am sure you have your own list of faculty who have influenced  
your life, men and women who have been vehicles of God’s grace as they serve Christ and  
His Kingdom. 
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App Helps Alumni 
Wheaton students, staff, and one professor  
work collaboratively to create the Wheaton  
Homecoming app—designed specifically  
to help alumni find their way around campus  
and through the flurry of activities during  
Homecoming Weekend 2011. 

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06
In just ten years, the campus has seen a gamut of changes—the Beamer Center is 

now home to both CPO and the Stupe, Chase Commons stretches along on what 

used to be a through street, and the new Science Center stands grandly behind 

the softball field.

Since all these changes can make getting around difficult for alumni returning to 

campus for their reunions, the Alumni Relations office introduced the Wheaton 

Homecoming app just in time for Homecoming Weekend 2011. 

Created almost entirely by students, the app allowed alumni to navigate campus, 

view scheduled events, and more—all from the convenience of their smartphones.

In fall 2010, computer science students Drew Hannay ’13, Alisa Maas ’13, and Andrew 

Wolfe ’13 began writing an app program that allowed students to see the “Who’s  

Who” feature of the College intranet, as well as the lunch menu, Chapel schedule, 

planned student activities, open dorm schedules, and a campus map. Jacob 

Meindertsma ’13 joined the trio to create graphics for the app. By the beginning of the 

fall 2011 semester, the app, which was developed for Android and iPhone devices, 

had about 500 users and was available for free download through the App Store.

Shortly before the start of fall 2011, Associate Director for Reunions Richard Kroll 

’07 and Director of Alumni Programs Karen Kennedy Gehl ’89 contacted Associate 

Professor of Computer Science Dr. John Hayward, Jr. ’71 about creating an app de-

signed specifically for Homecoming 2011 attendees. Since the project necessitated 

a quick turn-around time, Drew, Alisa, and Andrew worked on the iPhone app with 

some help from designers in the College’s marketing communications department, 

while Dr. Hayward assigned others in his Mobile Computing class the task of devel-

oping the code for the same app to run on Android phones. 

The production of the Homecoming app for both iPhone and Android phones was 

complete and available for download by the end of September 2011.

“The two apps look almost identical on the surface,” Alisa explains. “Across the 

top, you saw the event schedule and who was coming—that was by class. 

Then there were the listings of the department open houses, a map of campus, 

updates pulled from the Alumni website, the weather in Wheaton so you knew 

what to pack, info on how far you were from Blanchard, and FAQs.”

“It’s wonderful to create something in class where students can see how it works 

out in the real world,” says Dr. Hayward, “and to work with the Alumni Relations 

team on a project for the whole alumni community.”

Paul Klobucher ’96 majored in business/eco-
nomics and Bible at Wheaton and serves as his 
alumni class representative. He is the president of 
Thomas Interior Systems, a local office design and 
space planning company that helped to furnish the 
new Science Building, Harbor House, and Beamer 
Center. Paul likes hanging out with his family in his 
spare time and playing golf. He and his wife, Amy 
Shoemaker Klobucher ’95, have two children, Caden 
(6) and Kelsy (2).

John Biedebach ’89 lives in Allen, Texas, where he 
is employed by Oracle as a regional sales consult-
ing manager. He also volunteers every third night 
as a firefighter/EMT for the local fire station. John 
is a key volunteer with the Wheaton Club of Dallas, 
attends many meetings for different boards and 
activities and enjoys hunting, fishing, and camping. 
John and his wife, Lisa, have two children, Jake 
(16) and McKenna (14).

Ryan Buchanan ’11 graduated from Wheaton with 
a double major in history and business/economics. 
He received his teaching certificate from Dominican 
University and teaches 4th grade at LEARN Excel, a 
charter campus in Chicago, through Teach for Amer-
ica. He was involved in numerous activities while at 
Wheaton and enjoys camping, rock climbing, biking, 
hiking, sports, and anything that gets him outdoors. 
He is married to Hannah Woods Buchanan ’09.

Julie Bullock ’04 serves as a fundraising consultant 
with Generis Partners. Prior to her work at Generis, 
Julie served as a regional director of development in 
Wheaton’s Advancement division. She received her 
MBA from Oklahoma State University and recently 
earned her certification as a Certified Fund Raising 
Executive. Julie enjoys spending time with family and 
friends and anything that involves being outside.

Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87 lives in Wyoming, 
Minnesota. She earned a master’s degree in special 
education from Northern Illinois University and taught 
in public schools before choosing to be home with her 
children. Kirstin and her husband, Todd, are longtime 
Wheaton Club of Minneapolis coordinators. The 
Lindquists have four children: Mari (Wheaton class of 
2015), Gus (17), Jake (15), and Annika (5). They are 
awaiting word on when they can pick up their newest 
daughter, Elsa (2), from China.

Tiffany Staples ’06 teaches high school English at 
Zion-Benton in Zion, Illinois. She earned a master’s 
degree in curriculum and instruction at Aurora 
University. Among her professional activities, she is 
involved in teacher mentoring and character education. 
In her spare time, she enjoys reading, writing, 
participating in the fine arts, traveling, exercising, and 
spending time with family and friends.

meet your new Board members 
Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors

The Alumni Board consists of 18 alumni representing every decade  
back through the 1960s. The new directors have been appointed to serve  
a four-year term beginning July 1, 2011. Alumni Board members are  
selected by the existing Board through a formal nomination process.  
All alumni are invited to submit nominations for open positions by  
sending a completed form to the Nominating Committee. Forms can be  
found under “Alumni Association” at alumni.wheaton.edu.

accepting  
board 
nominations  

34    W I N T E R   2 0 1 2

alumni association

86365_33_55.indd  34 11/18/11  1:28 PM

http://alumni.wheaton.edu/s/1156/start.aspx


  W H E A T O N     35

App Helps Alumni 
Wheaton students, staff, and one professor  
work collaboratively to create the Wheaton  
Homecoming app—designed specifically  
to help alumni find their way around campus  
and through the flurry of activities during  
Homecoming Weekend 2011. 

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06
In just ten years, the campus has seen a gamut of changes—the Beamer Center is 

now home to both CPO and the Stupe, Chase Commons stretches along on what 

used to be a through street, and the new Science Center stands grandly behind 

the softball field.

Since all these changes can make getting around difficult for alumni returning to 

campus for their reunions, the Alumni Relations office introduced the Wheaton 

Homecoming app just in time for Homecoming Weekend 2011. 

Created almost entirely by students, the app allowed alumni to navigate campus, 

view scheduled events, and more—all from the convenience of their smartphones.

In fall 2010, computer science students Drew Hannay ’13, Alisa Maas ’13, and Andrew 

Wolfe ’13 began writing an app program that allowed students to see the “Who’s  

Who” feature of the College intranet, as well as the lunch menu, Chapel schedule, 

planned student activities, open dorm schedules, and a campus map. Jacob 

Meindertsma ’13 joined the trio to create graphics for the app. By the beginning of the 

fall 2011 semester, the app, which was developed for Android and iPhone devices, 

had about 500 users and was available for free download through the App Store.

Shortly before the start of fall 2011, Associate Director for Reunions Richard Kroll 

’07 and Director of Alumni Programs Karen Kennedy Gehl ’89 contacted Associate 

Professor of Computer Science Dr. John Hayward, Jr. ’71 about creating an app de-

signed specifically for Homecoming 2011 attendees. Since the project necessitated 

a quick turn-around time, Drew, Alisa, and Andrew worked on the iPhone app with 

some help from designers in the College’s marketing communications department, 

while Dr. Hayward assigned others in his Mobile Computing class the task of devel-

oping the code for the same app to run on Android phones. 

The production of the Homecoming app for both iPhone and Android phones was 

complete and available for download by the end of September 2011.

“The two apps look almost identical on the surface,” Alisa explains. “Across the 

top, you saw the event schedule and who was coming—that was by class. 

Then there were the listings of the department open houses, a map of campus, 

updates pulled from the Alumni website, the weather in Wheaton so you knew 

what to pack, info on how far you were from Blanchard, and FAQs.”

“It’s wonderful to create something in class where students can see how it works 

out in the real world,” says Dr. Hayward, “and to work with the Alumni Relations 

team on a project for the whole alumni community.”

“It’s wonderful to create 

something in class where 

students can see how 

it works out in the real 

world,” 

— Dr. John Hayward, Jr. ’71

Tiffany Staples ’06 teaches high school English at 
Zion-Benton in Zion, Illinois. She earned a master’s 
degree in curriculum and instruction at Aurora 
University. Among her professional activities, she is 
involved in teacher mentoring and character education. 
In her spare time, she enjoys reading, writing, 
participating in the fine arts, traveling, exercising, and 
spending time with family and friends.
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May 4-5, 2012

Celebrate with the classes of 
1937
1942
1947

Watch for details in the mail, 
online at alumni.wheaton.edu, or  
contact Alumni Relations at  
630-752-5047.
 

1952
1957
1962 
1967 

 

1972 
1977 
1982

    37

1. Celebrating their 20th reunion: 

Bukhosi Ndlovu, Ramona Aberdeen 

Ndlovu ’91, Doug Schauer ’91, Kelly 

McMillan Schauer ’91.

2. Freshman Sarah Guidera ’15 

takes control of the ball against 

North Park University.

3. Julie Sisel Fields ’91, Julie 

Schmid Sohmer ’92

4. Sophomore Stephen Russo ’14 

breaks past the North Park 

University defense.

5. President Ryken ’88 chats with 

alumni before the football game.

6. Derek Sandberg, son of Rod ’91 

and Amy Staufer Sandberg ’94.

7. Don Meyer ’57 (center), 2011 

Distinguished Service to Alma Mater 

award winner, with his mentors Dr. 

William Volkman (left) and Coach 

Lee Pfund ’49 (right).

8. Wheaton Thunder football 

players, #55 Spencer Clark ’15 and 

#2 Justin Swider ’14, celebrate a 

49-21 victory over Elmhurst College.

6

3

Save the date 
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return to alma mater
Rachael Burlingame ’11, Reunions & Clubs Coordinator, Alumni Relations 
	

It wasa Monday afternoon when Vera Thiessen 
Hillis ’46 pulled up in a minivan next to Westgate.  
I was eagerly anticipating meeting the Wheaton alumna 
about whom I had learned so much in a short time.  
Two weeks earlier, I received a phone call from Sally 
Habusta, who asked if I could arrange a tour for  
her 91-year-old great aunt Vera. She said that Vera  
was taking a road trip from Florida to visit special  
places from her childhood and young adult life.  
Wheaton College was on her must-see list. Over the 
next two weeks, as I worked on the arrangements,  
I began to learn the story of Vera’s life. 

Seventy years ago, Vera arrived on Wheaton’s campus 
as a freshman, and was assigned Ruth Bell (Graham) 
as her “big sis.” She studied Christian education, and 
immediately after graduation, moved to the Belgian Congo 
to serve as a missionary nurse with Africa Inland Mission. 
She stayed there for 30 years. After returning to the United 
States, Vera married her late husband, Dr. Don Hillis ’36, 
also a missionary.  

As I helped Vera out of the van, she placed her hand on 
my arm and smiled, and I could picture her, 70 years 
younger, walking through campus—just as I had when  
I was a student only a few months earlier. She was 
accompanied by her close friend, Louise Troup ’42. During 
our tour of the campus, the women told me what Wheaton 
was like when they were students. Though much of what 
they said differed from my Wheaton experience, there  
were similarities—wonderful professors, close community, 
and a dedication to the motto For Christ and His Kingdom. 
There was little about the physical campus that these 
alumnae recognized, but at one point, Vera confidently 
stated, “Now that building I remember.” I looked up  
and smiled, as Blanchard’s Tower filled my view. I am glad 
some things never change.

After the tour, Vera hugged me and said how meaningful 
it was to see her alma mater one last time. Her long trip 
was a testimony to the influence Wheaton College has on 
its alumni. As they pulled out of the driveway, I was struck 
by the unique connection that Vera and I shared. The fact 
that we walked the halls of Blanchard decades apart didn’t 
matter—what mattered was that we had both walked 
those halls, we share a faith in Christ, and Wheaton holds 
a special place in our hearts. 

alumni association

Louise Troup ’42 and  

Vera Thiessen Hillis ’46 in 

front of the Alumni in 

Missions display outside 

the President’s office in 

Blanchard Hall.

Spring 2012 Schedule

Chicago / February 16 
Loop Breakfast 
President Philip G. Ryken

Dallas, TX / March 4 
Wheaton College Symphony 
Orchestra 
President Philip G. Ryken 

New York, NY / March 8 
President Philip G. Ryken

Seattle, WA / March 9 
Professor Leland Ryken

Washington, DC / March 9 
President Philip G. Ryken

Philadelphia, PA / March 10 
President Philip G. Ryken 

St. Louis, MO / March 10 
Women’s Chorale Concert 
Professor Mary Hopper

Minneapolis, MN / March 24
Professor Jay Wood

Denver, CO / (March) 
Professor Read Schuchardt

Phoenix, AZ / (March)  
Professor Jerry Root 
For more information,  
visit alumni.wheaton.edu/clubs

Wheaton Clubs keep 

alumni, parents, and 

friends connected  

to each other through  

a variety of social,  

cultural, educational,  

and networking  

events. We hope to  

see you at an event  

in your area soon! whe
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For privacy reasons, this online edition of 
Wheaton magazine does not contain 

the Class News section.

Subsequently, this page is left blank due to the 
revised layout.
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profile
’02 and Rachel Tillman ’02 were 

in the wedding. Camilla is a grade-

school counselor at Metropolitan 

Preparatory School in Arlington 

Heights, IL. Michael is a tax specialist 

for the Illinois Department of Revenue, 

and a staff sergeant with the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. They live 

in Chicago.

Heather Hutchinson ’04 and Ian 

Jacobson were married July 7, 

2007. Alumni in the wedding were 

Ted ’69 and Jane Miller Hutchinson 

’69, Cheryl Hutchinson ’06, Daniel 

Hutchinson ’07, Kasey Dancer 

Johnson ’04, Ilia Danner Grubbs ’04, 

Eric Heath ’06, and Elizabeth Cok 

Knighton ’06. The couple lives in La 

Mirada, CA, where they both attend 

graduate school at Biola University. 

Josh Finfrock ’05 and Michele 

Roberts were married in December 

2010.

Esther Lee ’06 and Carlos Cruz were 

married Apr. 2, 2011, in Philadelphia. 

Linda Carlblom ’06 and Tara Kinra 

’06 were in the wedding. Esther is in 

an MBA program at the University of 

Pennsylvania, and Carlos is doing an 

Neta Thiessen  
Jackson ’66  
is pleasantly  
surprised.

Even after finishing the manuscript for 

her 12th adult contemporary novel and 

selling an impressive 600,000 copies 

in an award-winning novel series, she 

seems taken aback by the trajectory of 

her career—although her choice of pro-

fession itself was not unexpected.

Neta and her husband, Dave, have doz-

ens of titles to their credit, including the 

Trailblazer Books—a 40-volume series 

of historical fiction novels for children 

about Christian heroes.

With an active imagination, the appe-

tite for writing was sparked early on 

in Neta’s childhood. A self-described 

bookworm, she wrote a story in high 

school about a mountain lion; it won a 

first place award from Scholastic maga-

zine. “With the reward money, I bought 

a typewriter—and the rest, as they say, 

is history,” she says.

After graduating from Wheaton with a 

degree in literature and then working 

in Christian publishing for a number of 

years, Neta and her husband went into 

business for themselves as a full-time 

writing team in 1986. But even after 

writing for many years, she says she had 

never considered writing adult novels. 

All that changed when she started work 

on the Yada Yada series, inspired by 

a multicultural prayer group she has 

been co-leading with an African-Amer-

ican sister for 14 years. After the first 

book, titled The Yada Yada Prayer Group 
(Thomas Nelson, 2003), six more fol-

lowed in the series, and she has since 

written two more spin-off series. One 

of her recent titles, Who Do I Talk To? 
(Thomas Neslon, 2009) won a 2010 

Christy Award for excellence in Christian 

fiction. She and her husband Dave will 

soon begin work on a new series of par-

allel novels.

“Neta is passionate about communi-

ties of believers reaching across racial 

boundaries, and her books all involve 

multicultural casts,” says Katie Bond, 

publicity manager for fiction at Thomas 

Nelson Publishers. 

If Neta is somewhat surprised by her 

success as a novelist, she is truly 

amazed at what God has done through 

her books. She has lost track of the 

number of “Yada Yada” prayer groups 

her readers have started across the 

country. Yada in the Hebrew means “to 

know and be known intimately,” and if 

Facebook is any indication, the prayer 

groups inspired by Neta’s works seem 

to be helping readers get to know more 

about God and His people. 

In the Know
by Michael Murray

“My biggest reward is receiving letters 

from readers,” Neta says. “Many of 

them tell me that the books have cre-

ated a hunger to broaden their con-

cept of worship, to grow deeper in their 

faith, prayer life, and relationships. My 

heart overflows when I hear that. I never 

anticipated it. I just wanted to share with 

others the kinds of things God had been 

teaching me.”

Though the books are all set in the city 

of Chicago, and include many famil-

iar landmarks for locals, Neta and her 

prayer group co-leader now travel 

regularly across the country to speak 

to women’s groups—not on the craft 

of fiction, but on the topics her novels 

address: prayer, worship, and relation-

ships. “I’m not really a speaker,” she 

says, “but women are hungry and this 

seemed like an open door.” 

Yet another pleasant surprise.

Neta Thiessen Jackson ’66 (front, far right) with the prayer group that inspired the  

Yada Yada Prayer Group novels.

Find out what’s next for the author of 
the Yada Yada Prayer Group series, 
Neta Thiessen Jackson ’66.
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Dr. Timothy Pruett ’73 

was supposed to become a farmer, a 

park ranger, or a physician according 

to his high school aptitude test. Though 

intrigued by the options, his innate 

interest in the sciences prevailed, and 

after double majoring in chemistry and 

philosophy at Wheaton, he went on to 

specialize in transplant surgery. 

“Doctors are to bring the knowledge of 

science to people’s ailments, and patients 

want to be reassured that doctors’ 

reasons for taking certain actions are 

grounded in logic,” says Timothy. “But 

the application of good reasoning is 

highly predicated upon one’s worldview. 

Philosophy gave me an appreciation for 

the enormous diversity of perspectives 

with which one can interpret the world.”

After joining the faculty at the University 

of Virginia, Timothy was contracted 

through the university in the mid-1990s 

to develop a transplant program in Saudi 

Arabia, which he did for three years 

before he became president of UNOS 

(United Network for Organ Sharing), the 

nonprofit organization contracted by the 

U.S. federal government to manage the 

nation’s organ transplantation system. 

“Almost everything about transplantation 

touches some basic human value,” he 

says, noting that the policies surrounding 

donation after circulatory death were the 

most difficult issues he grappled with 

during his presidency—and remain tricky 

today. “When is a person dead after the 

heart stops? It’s not exactly an easy 

question,” he says, noting that finding an 

acceptable answer still lies ahead.  

While with UNOS, Timothy advocated 

for laws assisting live organ donors, as 

many face financial difficulty. He also 

travelled extensively to promote awareness 

about organ transplantation. For while he 

believes the system works, he explains, 

“As long as the number of people who 

would benefit from transplant exceeds 

the number of available organs, we must 

decide who will receive the ‘gift of life.’ The 

solution is almost impossible, but would be 

made easier with more organs.”

His focus today continues to be on finding 

ways to improve the quality of life for 

patients dealing with organ failure, and 

promoting awareness about effective 

organ transplantation methods. 

Currently serving as a clinical chair and 

head of the Division of Transplantation 

at the University of Minnesota, Timothy 

also serves on the Biovigilance Advisory 

Committee with the World Health 

Organization (WHO). 

In recent years he has also taken an interest 

in infectious diseases, with specific focus 

on viral infection of transplanted livers. 

“The primary reason livers are transplanted 

worldwide is from chronic viral hepatitis. 

Millions of people are infected, and liver 

disease affects many people in the most 

productive years of their lives,” he explains. 

His current research focuses on ways 

in which the risk of viral infection to 

transplanted livers can be minimized—

particularly the spread of hepatitis B and C. 

Throughout his life and career, Timothy 

has relied on the spiritual foundation that 

was built during his time at Wheaton. “I 

was always encouraged to inspect and 

renew my faith as life events occurred to 

me,” he recalls. “I continue to find new 

applications of how my faith can apply to 

an ever-changing world.” 

It’s Life-Giving
by Christy Heitger-Ewing

After leading the nation’s organ transplantation system,  
this transplant surgeon continues to work toward improving the 
quality of life for patients dealing with organ failure.

Dr. Timothy Pruett ’73 

had a physics class 

with Professor 

Howard Claassen 
HON, who, he 

remembers, set up 

experiments that 

enabled students to 

study the relevant 

issues of the day.
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On a visit to India, 12-year-old Davita 
Maharaj ’08 came face-to-face with pov-
erty for the first time. But it was the sum-
mer she spent teaching art and English to 
children in a Dalit slum that ignited a fire 
within her to fight human trafficking and 
caste slavery. 

She spent many evenings listening to her 
students’ painful stories of abuse. “When 
I discovered I was living next to a brothel 
where parents sold children as slaves, the 
urgency to reach both my students and 
their families heightened.”

Davita studied art history and anthropol-
ogy at Wheaton. After spending more 
than one summer using art to educate 
children in India, and after gaining inspira-
tion from a speaker at an Urbana confer-
ence, she changed her major to art with 
a focus in community and development. 

She then worked at Russ Reid, assisting 

nonprofits with their fundraising efforts, 

and spent a year as a fellow with Trinity 

Forum Academy (TFA), concentrating her 

research on helping those enslaved by 

caste slavery. Her research focus shifted 

after meeting Dr. Ana Aspras Steele, the 

Dalit Freedom Network USA president. 

Through Dr. Steele’s mentoring, Davita 

learned about the strong tie between 

caste slavery and human trafficking—

which both can be combated through edu-

cation. “Many Dalits are born into heredi-

tary slavery, and without education, they 

have little means of escape,” says Davita. 

“Because they are considered subhuman, 

little keeps them from becoming a com-

modity, unless they are educated on their 

worth, and on the human rights laws that 

are meant to protect them.”

In 2008, Davita worked to develop the 

Children of Land project. She partnered 

with prominent Bollywood (Indian film 

industry that began in Mumbai) producers 

and artists to create music kits filled with 

songs and curriculum to promote human 

rights values among Indian children and 

their communities. She is now work-

ing to secure more funding and hopes 

to get music kits placed with NGOs and 

schools throughout India. She says, “We 

are responding to local voices who have 

asked for such materials, and who recog-

nize the power of music to reach illiterate 

communities with oral traditions.”

Often speaking to Dalits, Davita talks 

about her Indian ancestry. In India, Maha-

raj means “great king.” Her father was 

from the highest caste, and considered 

himself to be an unblemished “god” who 

should not associate with “unclean” 

Dalits. But when he accepted Christ, 

he learned to treat all people with dig-

nity and respect. She says, “I tell Dalits 

that the only reason I am the daughter 

of a ‘Maharaj’ is because the King of the 

universe has forgiven my sins and invited 

me to become His daughter. This same 

King invites all Dalits to become princes 

and princesses in His kingdom.” 

To further develop and support her work 

in India, Davita plans to complete her 

master’s in international human rights 

law at Oxford University in 2012. Her 

walk with Christ helps her to stay cen-

tered. “My faith motivates me to love 

India’s Dalits, for whom Jesus came and 

died—freeing me from needing to ‘save’ 

them, since the Dalits and I are equally 

in need of a Savior,” she says. “My faith 

also keeps me from needing to see tan-

gible results in my lifetime, since effec-

tiveness is not the point—faithfulness is. 

This allows me to work hard but rest in 

1 Corinthians 15:58, which assures that 

my ‘labor in the Lord is not in vain.’”

Daughter of the King
by Monica M. Jones

Focusing on education, Davita Maharaj ’08 
hopes to empower those snared in human 
trafficking or bound by caste slavery, standing 
witness to the freedom found in Christ.
 

profile
pastor and senior pastor at Calvary 

Evangelical Free Church in Trumbull, 

CT, for over 33 years. Dave leaves his 

wife, Andrea and three daughters.

Dave Lawrenz ’74 died Sep. 4, 

2011. He was characterized by his 

unwavering faith, his self-sacrificial 

love for his family, and his passionate 

support for Wheaton College, where 

he served for the past eight years as 

a regional director of development. 

He was a devoted fan of Wheaton 

athletics, particularly of the men’s 

basketball and the women’s softball 

teams. His presence in the office, 

on the road, and in the stands will 

be sorely missed by the Wheaton 

College community. Dave was a long-

time member of College Church in 

Wheaton. Surviving are his wife, Ann; 

two sons, Jason ’06 and Josh ’10; 

one daughter, Jenna ’12; and one 

grandson. Memorial gifts may be sent 

to Wheaton College and directed to 

Pam Munn (Development) Wheaton 

College, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, 

IL 60187.

Linda Warhola Monson ’83 died 

Apr. 2, 2011. A Spanish teacher, 

she taught at Graland Country Day 

School in Denver. Linda loved Spain, 

the Spanish culture, and traveling to 

Spanish-speaking nations around the 

world. She participated in numerous 

events and fundraising activities to 

promote breast cancer awareness 

and raise money for breast cancer 

research. Preceded in death by 

her father, she is survived by her 

husband, Paul; two daughters; and 

one son.

Redi Abazi, husband of Lindsay 

Vanker Abazi ’99, died June 6, 

2011. He lived in Birmingham, MI, 

where he taught eighth-grade math at 

Derby Middle School. Redi also taught 

a class for young married couples at 

Highland Park Baptist Church. He 

leaves Lindsay, two sons, and one 

daughter.
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American church primarily offered recent 

graduates only opportunities for one- or 

two-week missions trips. In that moment 

at Starbucks, he says, “I felt God tell me 

that recent college grads, regardless of 

long-term career plans, can dive into a 

foreign culture for a couple years, as part 

of a team, helping the poor and sharing 

the gospel.” In 2002, Paul and seven 

colleagues developed Student Volunteer 

Movement 2 — a grassroots missions 

organization urging college students to 

fulfill the Great Commission. 

Soon Paul noticed obstacles keeping 
recent graduates from serving overseas. 
Most missions groups focused on career 
missionaries, and student loan debt kept 
many graduates from going abroad. His 
goal then became to remove the barri-
ers that hampered recent grads, and so

in 2010, Paul established GoCorps—

designed to make the process as easy as 

possible. Known as “goers,” graduates 

are sent in pairs, and work with a veteran 

team leader. Partnering with nine mis-

sions organizations that place its appli-

cants, GoCorps has streamlined the pro-

cess, so that graduates can start serving 

abroad just six months after applying. 

Each goer is offered a $5,000 loan for-

giveness scholarship. 

In late 2011, GoCorps helped 16 goers 

find placements overseas. Paul hopes 

that number will increase to 40 in 2012, 

one from each Christian college and cam-

pus church group supporting GoCorps. 

That moment at Starbucks was part of 

what Paul calls a progression of experi-

ences that shaped his calling. A business 

economics major at Wheaton, his life’s 

focus changed through several trips with 

the Honduras Project. Accepting that God 

had created him for fulltime cross-cultural 

work, Paul then spent a year after gradu-

ation at a youth hostel ministry in Amster-

dam. “I put my training into practice, had 

spiritual conversations with travelers from 

around the world, and solidified my com-

mitment,” he says.

After spending time at home repaying 

student loans, he moved to Mexico to 

work for Adventures in Missions—an 

organization that connects believers with 

short-term missions trips. After three 

years with the nonprofit, he pursued his 

master’s degree at Fuller Theological 

Seminary in Pasadena, California. Then 

came the Starbucks moment. He says, 

“I asked God what my life’s next season 

held, and felt it was in mobilization, espe-

cially encouraging college students to get 

involved in missions.” 

Paul’s hope is to see many new graduates 

making a difference, serving the poor and 

the least-reached, and ultimately, “bear-

ing great fruit for the kingdom.”

Paul Van Der Werf ’93 and his wife Julia, visit a future 
GoCorps’ location in the Middle East.

Paul Van Der Werf ’93 

clearly remembers when God spoke to 

him in 2001 as he sat in a Starbucks, 

praying about his future. “It wasn’t 

audible, but a deep sense of God making 

me realize something,” he says. “I 

remember writing it down and feeling the 

weight of that moment, knowing I could 

dedicate my life to this.” “This” was a 

vision to motivate and enable new college 

graduates to spend two years abroad 

sharing Christ’s love. So far, this vision 

has birthed two organizations: Student 

Volunteer Movement 2 and GoCorps. Both 

nonprofits help recent college graduates 

interested in two-year missions projects.

Noting the rising interest and participation 

in long-term secular service organizations 

such as Teach for America, AmeriCorps, 

and Peace Corps, Paul saw that the North 

profile

Inspired in a coffee shop, Paul Van Der Werf ’93  
began two organizations to help recent college graduates 
share the gospel through two-year mission trips.

The New Corps
by William George Shuster ’68

54      W I N T E R   2 0 1 2

86365_33_55.indd  54 11/18/11  1:59 PM



  W H E A T O N     55

YOU LOVE THIS PLACE. YOU LOVE EACH OTHER.

WITH A PLANNED GIFT, 

YOU CAN PROVIDE FOR BOTH.

Through a planned gift, such as a gift annuity or charitable 
remainder trust, you can:

•	Support	the	students	and	the	ministry	of	Wheaton	College

•	Receive	valuable	lifetime	income	for	you	and	your	loved	one(s)

•	Claim	an	immediate	tax	deduction

•	Avoid	or	defer	capital	gains	taxes	on	contributed	property,	such	as		 	

appreciated securities or real estate

Learn	how	a	planned	gift	can	benefit	both	you	and	Wheaton	College.

Contact	Gift Planning Services and ask for a free guide to Planning Your Gift.

phone:	1.800.525.9906		 email: gift.plan@wheaton.edu		web:	giving.wheaton.edu

  W H E A T O N     55

86365_33_55.indd  55 11/18/11  3:01 PM

mailto:gift.plan@wheaton.edu
http://giving.wheaton.edu/


For privacy reasons, this online edition of 
Wheaton magazine does not contain 

the Class News section.

Subsequently, this page is left blank due to the 
revised layout.



facultybooks

Dr. Brian M. Howell
associate professor of anthropology
Introducing Cultural Anthropology:
A Christian Perspective
(Baker Academic, 2011)
Co-authored with Dr. Jenelle Williams 
Paris, this introductory text helps students 
understand the role of culture in human 
experience from a Christian perspective.

Dr. Daniel Block
Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old 
Testament
How I Love Your Torah, O LORD!
Studies in the Book of Deuteronomy
(Cascade Books, 2011)
Dr. Block seeks to recover the life-giving 
message of the Old Testament—exploring 
the meaning of specific texts and consider-
ing the relevance for Christians today. 

Dr. Philip G. Ryken ’88
Wheaton College President 
Our Triune God: Living in the Love
of the Three-in-One
(Crossway, 2011)
With co-author Dr. Michael LeFebvre, 
Dr. Ryken examines the doctrine of 
the Trinity and its implications for the 
Christian life. Dr. Robert Letham writes 
the foreword.

Dr. Alan Jacobs
Clyde S. Kilby Chair and professor  
of English
The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of
Distraction
(Oxford University Press, 2011)
Dr. Jacobs focuses on how to approach 
different types of literature—exploring 
everything from silent reading to reading 
on electronic devices. 

Dr. Sandra Joireman
professor of politics and international 
relations
Where There Is No Government: Enforcing
Property Rights in Common Law Africa
(Oxford University Press, 2011)
Dr. Joireman explains how weak state 
enforcement regimes have allowed private 
institutions in sub-Saharan Africa to 
define and enforce property rights. 

Dr. Karen Jobes
Gerald F. Hawthorne Professor of New 
Testament Greek and Exegesis 
Letters to the Church: A Survey of
Hebrews and the General Epistles
(Zondervan, 2011)
Dr. Jobes explores the cultural and 
theological background of Hebrews and 
the General Epistles and how these books 
connect with faith and practice today. 
  

Dr. Philip G. Ryken ’88
Wheaton College President
King Solomon: The Temptations of Money, Sex, and Power
(Crossway, 2011)
King Solomon was the world’s wisest and wealthiest king, but 
tragically he threw it all away for the love of money, the pleasures 
of sex, and the powers of an earthly kingdom. 

In a Christ-centered study of the life of Solomon, Dr. Ryken shows 
us how—by the grace of God—to prevent those downfalls and 
seek God’s glory amid earthly temptations.

Order King Solomon: The Temptations of Money, Sex, and Power  
and any other faculty books from the Wheaton College Bookstore: 
online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119;  
or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., 
Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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Mark Lutz ’75, 
M.A.’81 has traveled 
the world, working 
with microfinance 
and other poverty 
alleviation programs. 
In this Rwandan valley 
several hundred 
families each own 
a rice “farm”—with 
some fields as small 
as half an acre. The 
labor is backbreaking; 
kids work alongside 
their mothers. These 
people are among  
the 1.3 billion globally 
who live on $1 per day.

grew up in South Africa under apartheid,
where 25 percent of the population made 
all the rules and owned all the land. 
Virtually every member of that white 
minority believed the system was just, and 
that it was permanent. I was indoctrinated 
by my schoolteachers, white friends, the 
media, and even my pastor.

A second false message came from my 
church. Though my missionary parents 
had zero tolerance for racism, and bent 
every unjust law without being deported, 
justice and poverty were not the agenda 
of the church. The unspoken message 
went something like this: Eternity is a 
lot longer than life, so it really doesn’t 
matter how hungry or oppressed people 
are when they die, so long as they go to 
heaven. Extreme poverty was accepted as 
a permanent norm. 

Thankfully, both of those messages 
have been silenced. Apartheid has 
collapsed, and there’s a growing 
revolution to eradicate extreme poverty 
during our lifetime. It’s an audacious goal, 
but today’s poverty can be yesterday’s 
Berlin Wall. The $1-per-day lifestyle—

endured by 20 percent of humanity—
can be toppled. Future generations will 
learn about extreme poverty by visiting 
museums rather than by viewing it on 
the news.

The solution begins by acknowledging 
who is poor and why. In the developing 
world the poor are not lazy, nor do they 
lack ability. They’re poor because of 
latitude and longitude; because of where 
they were born. And they’re wealthy 
in areas in which we’re often bankrupt, 
with rich lessons to teach us. They’re 
not charity cases, siphoning off what 
industrialized nations produce, but assets 
with much to offer.

Yes, an earthquake in Haiti and a 
drought in Somalia require handouts. 
But when an able person who wants to 
work cannot—because there are no jobs 
and no access to credit—handing them 
another fish is no answer. They need and 
want a hand up. Development, not relief, 
is the appropriate response. 

Many Old Testament laws instruct us 
to care for poor people, offering solu-
tions that empower them to work and 

meet their own needs. Jesus’ solidarity 
with the poor is undeniable, bookending 
His public ministry with references to 
the poor. In His synagogue debut (Luke 
4), Jesus read His mission statement that 
includes coming “to free the oppressed.” 
And in His final parable before His 
crucifixion (Matt. 25), He reminded His 
followers that they love Him when they 
“do this to the least of these.”

A world without extreme poverty is 
part of our request every time we  
say the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy Kingdom 
come . . . on earth.” I invite all Jesus 
followers to join the revolution—no,  
to lead it—and end extreme poverty 
during our lifetime.

Mark Lutz ’75, M.A. ’81, is author 
of UnPoverty: Rich Lessons from the
Working Poor, which challenges and 
encourages us with ways we can participate 
in helping alleviate extreme poverty. He is 
senior vice president of global philanthropy 
for Opportunity International, an 
organization that during the past five years 
has loaned $3 billion to poor people so they 
could start and expand small businesses. 
Mark holds a B.A. in music and an M.A. 
in cross-cultural communications from 
Wheaton. He and his wife, Lise Mosier 
Lutz ’77, have three grown children. 

Editor’s note: If you wish to purchase
UnPoverty, all profits are directed to
serve the poor when you order the book 
online at unpoverty.org.
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us how—by the grace of God—to prevent those downfalls and 
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UnPoverty Is Possible
An alumnus sets forth a challenge for us regarding poverty.

by Mark Lutz ’75, M.A. ’81

  W H E A T O N     57

PUBLISHED alumni

86365_56_65.indd  57 11/18/11  2:11 PM

http://www.unpoverty.org/


t
by Dr. Timothy Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90, 
Carolyn and Fred McManis  
Professor of Christian Thought

Divine      Fragments
																A	Meditation	for	the	Tenth	Anniversary

																																		of	the	Tragedy	of	9/11	
																													excerpted	from	undergraduate	Chapel,	
																																												September	9,	2011.

Now	listen,	you	who	say,	
“Today	or	tomorrow	we	will	
go	to	this	or	that	city,	
spend	a	year	there,	carry	
on	business	and	make	
money.”	Why,	you	do	not	
even	know	what	will	
happen	tomorrow.	What	is	
your	life?	You	are	a	mist	
that	appears	for	a	little	
while	and	then	vanishes.	
Instead,	you	ought	to	say,	
“If	it	is	the	Lord’s	will,	we	
will	l ive	and	do	this	or	that.”		
James	4:13-15
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wheatonreadings

      odd Beamer ’91, Lisa Brosious ’91,  
and I were students at Wheaton at  
the end of the 1980s. I have no personal  
memories of them from that time, 
probably because they were sophomores 
when I was a senior. Todd and Lisa, both 
business majors, met in Senior Seminar. 
But it wasn’t until after graduation that 
their romantic relationship began, and a 
few years later, in 1994, they married. 

On September 11, 2001, while traveling 
for work, Todd was on United Airlines 
Flight 93, which was taken over by 
terrorists. Lisa, five months pregnant with 
their daughter, was at home with their 
two small boys. Through the actions of 
Todd Beamer and other heroic passengers, 
the terrorists were unable to run the plane 
into a strategic site and thereby murder 
many more people. Instead, Flight 93 
crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. Todd 
Beamer died at age 32.

 Todd had made many plans for the 
future, including—at the most mundane 
level of our quotidian lives—a new diet 
that he was about to start in the hopes 
of losing a few pounds. Our biblical text 
reminds us that we do not know the 
future. We make our plans, but we must 
not think that we have it in our power to 
ensure that they will come to fruition. 
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The events of 9/11 serve to remind us 
that our lives could vanish in a moment, 
like a mist that hangs precariously in the 
air before being suddenly dispelled. In 
our scriptural text, James is chiding us for 
the human tendency arrogantly to make 
plans without any awareness of the 
possibility of death. We try to keep the 
reality of mortality out of our thoughts. 
The young in particular like to imagine 
that death is something that happens  
to people when they are old or, at worst, 
only to those young people who have 
some terrible illness. But Todd Beamer 
was not old and he was not sick. He was 
young, healthy and athletic, full of 
energy and plans.

It is an inspiring, worthy choice that 
our student center was named after Todd 
Beamer. I would like, however, to submit 
to you the thesis that what makes Todd 
Beamer so admirable—so worthy of 
honor and emulation—is not so much 
how he died but how he lived. His death 
simply put on display the faith, values, 
and character traits that he lived by in 
season and out of season every day of his 
life—as a Wheaton student, then as a 
husband and father, and as a follower of 
Jesus Christ.

The German theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer was also still in his thirties—
healthy, energetic, and ambitious—when 
his life was abruptly snuffed out by the 
actions of evil men. Bonhoeffer also had 
plans for the future, ranging from books 
he intended to write to a woman named 
Maria whom he hoped to marry. A few 
months before his death, Bonhoeffer 
wrote these words from his cell in a Nazi 
prison:

It all depends on whether or not 
the fragment of our life reveals the 
plan and material of the whole. 
There are fragments which are 
only good to be thrown away, 
and others which are important 
for centuries to come because 
their fulfillment can only be a 

divine work. They are fragments 
of necessity. If our life, however, 
remotely ref lects such a fragment 
. . . we shall not have to bewail 
our fragmentary life, but, on the 
contrary, rejoice in it.

    ef lecting on the tragedy of 9/11  
is an opportunity for us to ponder: If  
we were to die soon, what would  
the fragmentary life that we had lived 
look like? Of what would it speak?  
To what would it testify?

I want to take this occasion to 
bear witness to two other Wheaton 
classmates of mine. The first one is 
James Lageschulte ’89. This year is the 
tenth anniversary of Todd Beamer’s 
death; it is also the twentieth anniversary 
of James’s death. While all of you know 
of the Beamer Center, those of you who 
have been recipients will know of  
the James Robert Lageschulte Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. James died in a car 
crash two years after we graduated. 
James had a high-hearted love of life. He 
was artistic and funny and interesting.

James Lageschulte loved God with 
a holy passion, with unembarrassed 
earnestness, and with unflinching 
dedication. He served with Wheaton’s 
Youth Hostel Ministry in Amsterdam. 
At the time that he—a healthy, young 
man—was suddenly killed, James 
was preparing to go to China as a 
missionary. He was 23 years old. It was 
not in his power to say with certitude: 
“I will go to China and become a 
missionary.” What was allowed to 
James, however, was to live a life that 
was a faithful fragment that spoke  
of a magnificent whole. And though  
he is dead, yet he continues to speak.

I also want to remember Karen  
Lord ’89. Karen and I went out on 
a few dates together when we were 

undergraduates. Karen was smart 
and fascinating. She died of cancer in 
2001; and thus this year is the tenth 
anniversary of Karen Lord’s death, as 
well as of Todd Beamer’s. She had been 
working for the Helsinki Committee, 
an organization devoted to ensuring 
religious rights around the world. 
Although she was fairly early into 
her career, her advocacy had already 
become rather high profile. In the 
influential circles in which she worked, 
her deep commitment to Jesus Christ 
was open, public, and widely known 
and commented upon. Her plans for 
the future were not realized, but Karen 
Lord lived every year, every day, in  
such a way that whenever she might die, 
the fragment of her life would glorify 
Christ through its manifest faithfulness.

A score or more of my Wheaton peers 
are now also dead. I have chosen to 
speak of James Lageschulte and Karen 
Lord not because they lived better  
lives than all the others, but simply 
because I knew their lives better, and 
because the decennial anniversaries of 
their deaths also fall this year. Likewise, 
Todd Beamer is evoked here as a way 
of remembering the many people who 
died in the attacks on September 11, 
2001, those whose foreshortened lives 
also bore witness to a worthy whole.

In all probability, the life of someone 
you know here at Wheaton College 
will be cut short—maybe soon. We do 
not know how much longer we will 
live, or what we will or will not be able 
to achieve in the time that remains to 
us. We can, however, see the good that 
Jesus Christ has given us to do right 
now and, by His grace, do the good 
works that God has prepared in advance 
for us to do. If we live that way day after 
day, in season and out of season, it will 
not matter when we die, for whenever it 
happens, the remembrance of us will  
be a blessing, and the fragment of our 
life will display a divine work. 

Now listen, you who say, 
“Today or tomorrow we will 
go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry 
on business and make 
money.” Why, you do not 
even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is 
your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes. 
Instead, you ought to say, 
“If it is the Lord’s will, we 
will l ive and do this or that.”  
James 4:13-15
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dconsumer products, and a spark for the 

teetering world economy. From this realm 
Christians should hear a clarion call to 
develop and engage their creative gifts—
not only to explore, but to invent.

Unfortunately, we tend not to associate 
science and technology with creativity; 
this is more often reserved for the visual 
arts and music. However, I contend such 
language is appropriate, and that human 
creativity is an essential ingredient of the 
Imago Dei. Such theological connection 
should rightly drive Christians to glorify 
God through their creative passions.

As new nanoscale discoveries and 
applications surface, we must also 
prepare to engage in appropriate ethical 
and societal conversations. Popular 
utopian and dystopian perceptions of 
nanoscience and nanotechnology create 
ranging opportunity to discuss biblical, 
theological, and scientific themes. As 
modern public discourse attests, scientists 
and technology experts are often given a 
hearing that others are not.

For Christians called to glorify 
God through the full range of human 
experience, a mandate exists to creatively 
practice and develop the scientific and 
technological disciplines . . . not only 
for discovery-based doxological reasons, 
but to fulfill biblical commands while 
reflecting God’s creative image. We must 
strive to bring heart, soul, mind, and body 
together at the nanoscale, while faithfully 
reflecting the nature of our Creator.

   To see the  Powers of Ten  f i lm, visit 
   http://www.powersof10.com/fi lm.

before coming to a close. In total, the 
viewer careens through some 40 powers 
of ten. 

Since the 1960s, our awareness of the 
material universe has expanded even 
further, but the point of the film strikes 
a resonant chord. For the Christian, 
exploration throughout this grand scale 
stirs praise and wonder for the Creator 
of it all. The doxological motivations for 
scientific exploration are central indeed!

But there is a segment of this ranging 
expanse that harbors a more nuanced 
doxology. Roughly located between the 
size of the smallest cells and atom  
clusters, the fields of nanoscience and 
nanotechnology hold a new industrial 
frontier. Developments in this area  
blend new discovery and human creative 
activity in ways not encountered at  
the scale extremes. This field transcends 
traditional academic disciplines of 
biology, chemistry, physics, and 
engineering, requiring interdisciplinary 
knowledge and global collaboration. In 
fact, worldwide efforts are now focused 
on this scale to produce cures for diseases, 
green-energy solutions, numerous future 

here is a classic short video from the  
1960s called Powers of Ten that you must 
see. The film opens, focusing on a one-
square meter blanket near the Chicago 
lakefront. Hovering over a couple 
enjoying a picnic, the camera pans back, 
increasing the viewing area ten-fold  
every ten seconds. Like a harbinger of 
Google Earth, many powers of ten are 
quickly surpassed, and you are soon 
looking at planet Earth from outer 
space, followed by the Milky Way, then 
neighboring galaxies. The expansion 
stops at the edges of the known universe, 
leaving viewers dizzied by the enormity.

 The view quickly returns to the 
blanket and begins a descent onto the 
hand of the sleeping man. As the scale 
shrinks one power of ten every ten 
seconds, a small hair on the man’s hand 
grows as large as the screen. Skin and 
blood cells quickly balloon outside of 
view. Inside the cell, small organelles are 
surpassed, and large molecules can be 
seen performing their various functions. 
Eventually, the scene plunges into the 
subatomic underworld, continuing to 
shrink through seven more powers of ten 

Dr. Daniel Burden is associate 

professor of analytical chemistry 

and holds a Ph.D. from Indiana 

University. He has spearheaded 

multiple external grant-writ ing projects 

that have garnered equipment and 

personnel funding (the most ever 

in the history of Wheaton’s Natural 

Sciences) to support intensive 

research opportunities for more than 

40 Wheaton undergraduates, who 

regularly appear as co-authors on 

scientif ic publications. 

facultyvoice
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From Cells  
to Atoms 

How does the nanoscale 
invite discovery, invention, 
and reflection?

by Dr. Daniel Burden, Associate 

Professor of Analytical Chemistry
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dconsumer products, and a spark for the
teetering world economy. From this realm 
Christians should hear a clarion call to 
develop and engage their creative gifts—
not only to explore, but to invent.

Unfortunately, we tend not to associate 
science and technology with creativity; 
this is more often reserved for the visual 
arts and music. However, I contend such 
language is appropriate, and that human 
creativity is an essential ingredient of the 
Imago Dei. Such theological connection 
should rightly drive Christians to glorify 
God through their creative passions.

As new nanoscale discoveries and 
applications surface, we must also 
prepare to engage in appropriate ethical 
and societal conversations. Popular 
utopian and dystopian perceptions of 
nanoscience and nanotechnology create 
ranging opportunity to discuss biblical, 
theological, and scientific themes. As 
modern public discourse attests, scientists 
and technology experts are often given a 
hearing that others are not.

For Christians called to glorify 
God through the full range of human 
experience, a mandate exists to creatively 
practice and develop the scientific and 
technological disciplines . . . not only 
for discovery-based doxological reasons, 
but to fulfill biblical commands while 
reflecting God’s creative image. We must 
strive to bring heart, soul, mind, and body 
together at the nanoscale, while faithfully 
reflecting the nature of our Creator.

 To see the  Powers of Ten  f i lm, visit
 http://www.powersof10.com/fi lm.

Andrew Flavin ’12 in Ireland with U.S. 

Ambassador to Ireland Dan Rooney. 

espite the Irish blood running through
his veins, Andrew Flavin ’12 never knew 
he was mispronouncing his last name 
until he traveled to Dublin, Ireland, for 
the first time last summer. He clarifies, 
“It’s supposed to be Flav-in, not  
Flay-vin.”

After whetting his appetite for 
travel through the Hastert Center’s 
study abroad program—a four-
week tour of Europe in the summer 
of 2010—Andrew hoped to gain a 
more in-depth look at government, 
economy, and especially foreign policy. 
He was fortunate enough to receive 
a Hastert Intern Award—created to 
provide growth opportunities for 
Wheaton students and to enhance their 
understanding of both the theoretical 
and practical aspects of political 
economy. Andrew’s award covered his 
living expenses while in Dublin, making 
the dream internship a reality.

Tailored for an international relations 
and economics major, the internship at 
the U.S. Embassy in Dublin couldn’t 
have been a better fit for Andrew, who 
has long been enthusiastic about working 
with different cultures and government 
structures. He says, “I’ve wanted to do 
the internship since my freshman year.” 

After traveling through emerald 
farmlands to the bustle of Dublin, 
Andrew worked at four different offices 
in the embassy—planning cultural  
and educational programs, filling out 
social media reports in Public Affairs, 
researching and reporting issues in  

the Political and Economic Office, 
helping with American citizen services 
in the Consular Section, and working on 
the internal website in the Management 
Office.

Along with exposure to diplomats’ 
daily tasks, Andrew’s briefings circulated 
around the embassy and were later sent 
to Washington. He observed and worked 
with diplomats, including the deputy 
chief of mission, the second-highest 
ranking diplomat at the embassy. He was 
also able to work with U.S. Ambassador 
to Ireland Dan Rooney, who is also 
chairman emeritus of the Pittsburg 
Steelers and owner of a house previously 
owned by Winston Churchill. Andrew 
says, “I was impressed by the way Irish 
and American staff worked together 
with mutual respect.”

But the internship experience wasn’t 
all work and no play. Besides touring 
the countryside, he enjoyed sampling 
cultural sophistications such as rain boot 
throwing, blindfolded go-cart racing, 
and sheep catching. “They put you in 
a pen with a bunch of sheep and you 
run around and try to catch them,” says 
Andrew, who caught them all with 30 
seconds to spare. 

In addition to soaking up Irish culture, 
Andrew gained an appreciation for an 
ambassador’s greatest tool: networking. 
“I’ve often thought about diplomacy as 
being between two countries and the 
leaders of those countries, but a lot of the 
major diplomatic work involves making 
connections with individuals.”

In the end, Andrew returned to 
the States with greater knowledge of 
international policies, a passion for 
working with others, and a hint of an 
Irish accent that lasted a couple of days. 
Andrew says, “It was an incredible 
experience. I already thought it would be 
my dream job, but that just confirmed it.”

After graduation, Andrew hopes to 
work in Foreign Service or continue his 
education in public policy or interna-
tional affairs. Maybe next time, the accent 
and Andrew will stay a little longer. 

With the Heart of an Irishman

The Hastert Intern Award gives this student an  
appreciation for the art of diplomacy and the inner workings 
of the U.S. Embassy in Dublin. 

by Angelo Campos ’12

studentprofile
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Lasting Lessons
A solo concert tour to China and Laos ushers in a new 
season for this Conservatory professor. 

by Jennifer Grant Funck ’89

c elebrated pianist Dr. Karin Redekopp
Edwards shares an office on the second 
f loor of McAlister Hall with two grand 
pianos that stand shoulder to shoulder 
together like old friends. Or perhaps the 
instruments are better compared to 
faithful marriage partners, like  Dr. 
Edwards and her husband of 38 years, 
Mark. The two comprise the piano duo 
“Redekopp and Edwards,” and have 
recorded together and toured worldwide. 

But this past June, Dr. Edwards, 
who has taught at the Conservatory 
since 1987, spent three weeks on a solo 

concert tour in China and Laos, since 
Mark’s recent battle with lymphoma 
necessitated that he sit this tour out at 
home.

During her travels, Dr. Edwards 
realized the extent to which Mark’s 
illness had transformed her. “My 
playing has changed. I have a deeper 
connection to the spiritual aspect of the 
music,” she says. “I feel a sense of calm 
and have come to know, very deeply, 
that each day is a gift.”

Dr. Edwards planned her sabbatical 
trip to China over the course of the 

past three years and received funding 
for travel from Wheaton’s Alumni 
Association. The tour grew from 
an invitation from Lynne Picker, an 
American ethnomusicologist living in 
China, to come “teach the teachers” 
at the community arts center Picker 
established in 2007. The YaGe 
Community Arts Center is located 
in Kunming, in Yunnan province, in 
the southwestern part of China. The 
Center’s mission is to bring high-quality 
music education to students—ranging 
from preschool-aged children to adults. 

62    W I N T E R   2 0 1 2

wheaton in the world

86365_56_65.indd  62 11/18/11  2:17 PM



Students can attend group music classes; 
take private lessons in piano, violin, 
and voice; and are instructed in musical 
theory. They can also take classes in art. 

“Chinese music instructors emphasize 
technical precision. They require 
perfection,” Dr. Edwards says. “The arts 
center exposes students to additional 
ways to approach their playing. Lynne 
and her staff help them understand the 
structure of a piece, how it’s put together. 
I worked with students and helped them 
to express themselves in their playing, 
to use their imaginations in new ways 
to get to the emotional meaning of the 
pieces they played.”

Yunnan province is home to 5 million 
people, which includes 26 ethnic 
minorities. Kunming is the flower capital 
of China and is nicknamed the “City 
of Eternal Springtime” for its moderate 
temperatures. While there, Dr. Edwards 
gave concerts, provided pedagogical 
training to teachers at the center, and 
visited a local elementary school. After 
performing at the school, star-struck 
students begged for her autograph.  
Dr. Edwards signed slips of paper as  
well as the children’s shirtsleeves and 
collars. She also performed a concert  
and taught a master class to piano 
students at Yunnan Normal University. 

After giving a free performance at 
an arts center in YuXi, a “small town 
of about 200,000” near Kunming, Dr. 
Edwards was told that members of the 
audience were so thrilled by the concert 
that they weren’t able to sleep that night. 
The performance was at two in the 
afternoon! 

Traveling to Laos during the tour, 
Dr. Edwards performed for American 

diplomats, embassy staff, and guests 
at the home of Karen B. Stewart, the 
U.S. Ambassador to the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. 

“Concerts in YuXi and Laos are 
rare, so in both places this was a special 

treat,” says Dr. Edwards. In crafting her 
programs, she says she chose pieces that 
her audiences could respond to, and ones 
that would give them a taste of a variety 
of Western classical music. The program 
included works by Bach, Beethoven, 
Gershwin, and Chopin. “A lot of people 
can respond to Bach, whether they are 
musically conversant or not. He has that 
very sure rhythmic pulse,” Dr. Edwards 
says. “I believe that the unshakeable 
rhythmic pulse in Bach’s music is an 
expression of his Christian faith, of his 
certitude that God is the unchanging 
rock underneath the vicissitudes of life. 
No matter what struggles there are on 
earth, all will be well in heaven.”

She chose Beethoven for the way  
his music expresses our shared humanity. 
“It can have that fighting quality,  
you know—that shaking of the fist 
in the face of great challenges,” she 
says. She adds that children connected 
most with the Gershwin preludes, the 
American works on her program. They 
sat very still, she says, with “shining 
faces.”

This was Dr. Edwards’ third trip to 
the region, having traveled to Japan 
and Korea in 2004, and again to Japan 
in 2007. She and Mark had performed 
together on those tours, and though 

Mark had to sit this trip out, this solo 
journey afforded Dr. Edwards a vibrant 
change of scenery after a difficult season, 
and gave her the chance to connect 
closely with former students. Staying 
with Caytlin Driggers ’10 for almost 

three weeks, she found plenty of time 
at YaGe to teach lessons and discuss 
teaching ideas. While in Laos, Dr. 
Edwards also spent several days with 
Heather Haas ’07, an ESL teacher at 
Universite Nationale de Laos.

Dr. Edwards enjoys observing other 
cultures and finds that trips such as 
this one boost her knowledge of world 
music, as well as her understanding of 
cultural differences, helping her create 
stronger bonds with her students. 
“Spending time in another culture 
always expands one’s horizons,” she 
says. “I hope to bring that new richness 
and awareness back to my students and 
incorporate it into my understanding, 
teaching, and performing.” 

Grateful that Mark was healthy during 
her trip, she notes that they recently 
played together at the faculty banquet—a 
performance they offered as a gift of 
gratitude for the support the Wheaton 
community offered during Mark’s 
illness. 

“Here he was, healthy. And playing!” 
says Dr. Edwards, who remembers that 
during the painful months of Mark’s 
illness, she felt a sustaining energy, 
“almost like a physical breeze.” She 
recognizes, with thanks, “It was the 
prayers of the people.”
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tPhilip G. Ryken ’88, President

“Enduring the 

deprivations of poverty 

and passing through  

the crucible of war 

prepared them to do 

great things.”

       heir joy was palpable. So was their justifiable pride in the accomplishments  
of their classmates. They were graduates of Wheaton College, class of 1949, and I 
met them on a recent visit to a retirement community in Michigan. 

As they reminisced about their time at Wheaton, one of the first things the ’49ers 
wanted to tell me about was the students in their class who served in World War 
II. They remembered that many of the war veterans on campus had a rare sense 
of calling. Soldiers who had served in faraway places brought back a vision for the 
worldwide work of the gospel. Thus they pursued their studies at Wheaton with a 
passion for going back overseas to do missionary work.  

Today we refer to Americans who grew up during the Great Depression and 
persevered through World War II as “the Greatest Generation.” What they 
accomplished in the second half of the 20th century is extraordinary. Enduring the 
deprivations of poverty and passing through the crucible of war prepared them  
to do great things, including many great things for Christ and His Kingdom

As I live, study, play, and worship with today’s Wheaton students, I often wonder 
what they will accomplish. They too have the potential for greatness. With  
their keen intellect, wide range of talent, awareness of the world around them, and 
fundamental commitment to Christ, their potential seems unlimited.

Yet the experiences of the rising generation differ markedly from their grandfathers 
and grandmothers in the faith. Few have suffered true poverty, and even fewer 
have witnessed the horrors of war. This is not to say that they have never suffered, 
however; sickness and death touch everyone in a fallen world. 

Furthermore, the emotional distress that young people suffer today is more acute 
than ever. This is due in part to strong cultural inf luences that damage the soul. 
While not wishing to romanticize the past, there can be little doubt that today’s 
students are inured to violence and incited to lust by their exposure to secular  
media. Or that the constant distraction of information technology hinders the life  
of the mind.  

My prayer for our students is that God will give them grace to face up to the unique 
challenges of their own time and place in ways that honor Christ and advance  
His kingdom. This is also what I pray for myself, as I do the work of my generation. 
Will I be faithful to the calling that God has given me right here, right now?

The true measure for any generation is not greatness, but faithfulness. The Scottish 
theologian Thomas Boston spoke about this in a sermon on the life of David,  
who “served his own generation by the will of God” (Acts 13:36). Boston argued 
that all of us have “generation work” to do: our unique calling in the plan and 
purpose of God for the present moment.

Here is how Boston defined our task: “Our generation-work is the work we have to 
do for God and the generation in which we live. Each generation has its  
work assigned it by the sovereign Lord. We could not be useful in the generation 
that went before us, nor in that which shall come after us, for then we shall be  
off the stage. Now is our time; let us not neglect usefulness in our generation.”  

The Wheaton Fund
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We are the 2011-12 Wheaton Phonathon students who are looking forward to talking with you soon!

Thank you for answering our calls, and for giving to the Wheaton Fund. 

Your gifts keep a Wheaton education affordable for students like us. 

The Wheaton Fund:  A tradition of giving. Inspiring generations. 
To learn more, contact: 800.525.9906 or give online at: www.wheaton.edu/giving  

The Wheaton Fund

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.

Our Attitude?  
Gratitude.
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Art of Seasons

“Reservoir Canyon Greens”

 Painting by Dotty Fischer Hawthorne ’66

During winter, the hills of central California 

turn their brightest green and then gradually 

change from summer gold to autumn 

brown—a subtle transition and a surprising 

reversal of the seasonal expectations  

in the Midwest where artist Dotty Fischer 

Hawthorne ’66 grew up. 

Inspired by these nuances, Dotty titled her 

latest show “Seasons.” She produced  

20 paintings over the last year for her 

exhibit at the San Luis Obispo Museum of 

Art in California during November 2011.

Dotty, a plein air painter who works in 

pastel, watercolor, and oil says, “The 

seasons here have intrigued me. I love 

being outside and creating from what  

I see.” To get a sense for what the light  

is doing, Dotty sets up her easel on  

location. She paints for several hours, also 

photographing the scene as the light  

shifts so she can refer to the photos later. 

Drawn to celebrate the Creator of all things 

in her work, Dotty says, “The beauty and 

complexity of created forms, the interaction 

of light, shadow, and atmosphere, the 

subtleties of color—these are all evidence 

of the One who creates and loves us. It is a 

privilege to be an artist and to closely 

observe these gifts.”

Dotty is a fifth generation Wheaton 

graduate who never questioned her desire 

to be an artist. She grew up in Wheaton, 

but Dotty and her husband, Jim ’65, moved 

to California when their three children  

were young. She has a studio at home,  

and is co-owner of The Gallery at the 

Network in San Luis Obispo. An award-

winning painter, Dotty has illustrated  

books authored by her daughters, Leslie 

Hawthorne Klingler ’95 and Shelley 

Hawthorne Smith ’98.
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