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 Wheaton’s eighth president, Dr. Philip Graham Ryken 
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Cover photo: Cover photo: Dr. Philip G. Ryken stands at his 
inauguration, immediately following the investiture by Trustee Board 
Chairman Dr. David Gieser ’71: “With the firm assurance that you have 
come in the revealed will and perfect timing of the Triune God, I 
declare that you are the eighth President of Wheaton College having 
been duly chosen. . . . Whom we appoint, may God anoint with all the 
needed blessings for the sanctified task now before you.” Photo by 
Michael Hudson ’89
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pp. 4, 9-10, 12-13, 17, 26, 28, 35, reunion photos (pp. 40-42, 44-45, 
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back cover.
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Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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The Pageantry & the Pep
The Inauguration’s festivities did not end with 

Friday’s ceremony on September 17. The 

celebration continued through to Saturday night, 

with the Wheaton Thunder football team’s 51-20 

victory at home against UW-Platteville.  

A World Servant in Christian 
Liberal Arts Education
Read the President’s Inaugural Address to  

learn of his bold vision for Wheaton’s 

engagement in “the global advance of the  

gospel of Jesus Christ.”

by Dr. Philip Graham Ryken ’88

In Graceful Light: the Life and 
Work of Dr. Mary Hopper ’73
The Wheaton College Alumni Association honors 

Mary Hopper, professor of choral music and 

conducting and director of performance studies, 

with the 2010 Distinguished Service to  

Alma Mater Award.  

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84  

A Way Across
Learn how one undergraduate admissions 

program is building bridges into surrounding 

communities, and increasing campus diversity 

in the process.   

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

 

Under the Shadow of the 
Almighty  
Wheaton remembers the life of Dr. J. Richard 

Chase, the sixth president of the College, 

through the eyes of his granddaughter. The 

article’s title is from Dr. Chase’s favorite Bible 

verse, Psalm 91:1, “He that dwelleth in the 

secret place of the most High shall abide under 

the shadow of the Almighty” (KJV). 

by Anna Chase Jordan
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on September 17, 2010, seats of Edman Chapel filled as Wheaton College 

celebrated the Inauguration of its eighth president, Dr. Philip Graham Ryken ’88.

The pageantry of Wheaton’s event, in keeping with traditions from ages 

past, underscored the nobleness of the pursuit of knowledge and the grandeur 

of academia, as 122 delegates from institutions in the U.S. and overseas 

attended, plus a couple hundred Wheaton faculty. Students, staff, alumni, civic 

leaders, and many more filled the remaining seats. Others watched on cable 

TV and over the Internet. 

Wheaton’s sixth president, Dr. J. Richard Chase, recognized the importance 

of such grand occasions. He once said, “Celebrations are important to 

academic life. They symbolize the opening and closing of periods of time and 

accomplishment, giving an occasion to restate goals and regain enthusiasm.” 

Though Dr. Chase entered the presence of our Lord just less than one month 

before this inauguration, no doubt he would have been overjoyed to sit on 

Edman’s stage with this new president, who was one of “his” students when he 

served in the presidency from 1982-1993. (Read more about Dr. Chase’s life on 

pages 26-28, 45 of this issue of Wheaton.)

Wheaton inaugurations seem all the more noteworthy since they are rare. 

The average presidential term for the 3,200 institutions of higher education  

in the U.S. is 8.5 years. The average term for Wheaton’s first seven presidents  

is 21.4 years. Granted, this statistic is skewed by Charles Blanchard’s term  

of 43 years, but not counting his term, the average is still 17.8 years. 

College presidential inaugurations in many ways still resemble the medieval 

ceremonies from which they originated. Scores of people queue up outside  

the rear door of the great hall. Over their long, heavy gowns (that in the  

13th century gave protection from the cold, dank hallways and sitting rooms  

of stone castles) are colorful, ornamented hoods. As these people gather  

into line, they stand in ranked order. The music begins, signaling the start of 

the procession. Stepping into the great hall, the line of individuals wends  

its way between the mass of spectators, at last filing into the empty front rows 

saved especially for them. And the ceremony begins.

An important aspect of Wheaton’s ceremony was the investiture, when 

the powers, privileges, and responsibilities of that office were bestowed 

on the new president. Dr. David Gieser ’71, chairman of Wheaton’s Board 

of Trustees, presented Dr. Ryken with a medallion, die cast in bronze and 

overlaid in oxidized sterling silver. At the center of the medallion is Wheaton’s 

motto Christo Et Regno Ejus, “For Christ and His Kingdom.” It is not simply 

a time-honored saying born in the mind of our founding president, Jonathan 

Blanchard. For 150 years, Wheaton’s “center” has remained the same. 

President Ryken will wear this medallion at commencement and other 

formal academic functions of the College. It is the same medallion first worn 

by “his” president, Dr. J. Richard Chase, on the occasion of his inauguration, 

nearly three decades ago. 

Georgia I. Douglass 
’70, M.A. ’94 

Editor
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This year, as student body

president, I get the privilege of working

with Wheaton’s new president. But most 

of my interactions aren’t just a suit and tie 

business meeting. I see Dr. Ryken strolling 

through Anderson Commons, playing 

basketball in the Sports and Recreation 

Complex, and running around the soccer 

field. It is my opinion that he has already 

won over the hearts of the student body. 

Without a doubt, Dr. Ryken’s presence is 

electrifying the campus. 

Ryan Buchanan ’11

Wheaton, Illinois

I am so grateful that you did an article

on the alumni and theater. It was a delightful 

piece. Wheaton is blessed to have Professor 

Mark Lewis, who has valuable experience as 

a professional actor, as well as being a wise 

teacher and a mature, godly presence, to help 

lead this program. The theater program at 

Wheaton punches well, well beyond its weight 

in terms of sending students on to the best 

programs and into careers as professional 

actors. This is particularly remarkable given 

that Wheaton does not even have a theater 

major. People at top programs refer to 

Wheaton as a top theater school!

Timothy Larsen ’89

McManis Professor of Christian

Thought

Wheaton, Illinois

What a blessing to read a profile about

the “lifetime investment” of Dick and Konnie 

Plaep. Beyond the significant impact of 

their ongoing work with troubled teens, 

“Uncle” Dick and “Aunt” Konnie have been 

a continual grace and blessing and example 

to my family during 40 years of shared 

friendship. A one-page article can only 

touch the surface of the kingdom greatness 

of these folks, and I suspect that the faces 

I see throughout the pages of my Wheaton 

magazine represent a similar wealth of 

“salt” and “light” living. Their faithfulness is 

an encouragement to me. 

Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86

West Chicago, Illinois

It would be a shame if the article on

Dick and Konnie Plaep’s work with “written 

off” young people (autumn 2010) were 

overlooked in an issue full of other news. 

The profile is a professional piece of writing. 

The lead is perfect. There are no voguish or 

meretricious “effects.” I could see that the 

one word I had to look up (portaging), must 

be the right word in the right place. All in all: 

admirable. My congratulations.

George Williams ’54

Bonn, Germany

I was sad to read an email forward

from Chaplain Kellough that Professor 

Gerald Hawthorne ’51, M.A. ’54 died. 

When people talk about that one teacher 

who made a lasting impression, he is the 

one I always think of. I took introductory 

Greek with him as a wide-eyed Wheaton 

freshman, and his gentle and caring spirit 

combined with high expectations for 

scholarship helped set the course for my 

pursuit of learning. And anyway, it was too 

awful to disappoint him by not doing my 

homework, which more than once kept 

me up late studying with flash cards. I 

took him to lunch through the “dine-with-

a-prof” program, which was a big deal for 

me even though we didn’t really know what to 

say to each other. I’ll never forget how he told 

the class about how his son once asked to 

borrow the car, and even though he was afraid 

he would crash it, he let him borrow it anyway. 

“So what did he do?” Professor Hawthorne 

asked. “He crashed it.” It was a good lesson in 

patience and forgiveness. 

Even though I was just a quiet freshman at the 

back of the classroom in old Schell Hall, one of 

hundreds of students he had, I carry with me the 

impression he made. I’m sure many others know 

what I mean. We lost a good person.

Brad Whitehouse ’98

Saline, Michigan

Editor’s note: Dr. Hawthorne entered the

presence of the Lord on August 4, 2010. Read 

about the life of this beloved professor on 

page 52.

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your letters

and emails as they relate to material published 

in the magazine. Correspondence must include 

your name, address, and phone number.  

The editor reserves the right to determine the 

suitability of letters for publication and to edit 

them for accuracy and length. Unfortunately, 

not all letters can be published nor can they be 

returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

Relive Wheaton’s history through essays, art, photographs, and 

memorabilia in the book Wheaton 150, a chronicle of our heritage 

and a tribute to the men and women who have participated in the 

work of this place. This 160-page commemorative book containing 

more than 800 photographs is available to order from Wheaton 

College Bookstore at www.wheatonbooks.com. Look under “Store 

Highlights” to find this book. Enter “Celebrate 150” in the notes 

section of your order to receive a 35% discount off the retail price of 

$39.99—your cost will be only $25.99, plus shipping and handling. 

WHEATON dear
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Men’s Soccer Coach 
Selected for Sports 
Diplomacy 

Training 2,500 Ugandan soccer coaches
who will mentor 50,000 youth over the 
next two years was the spring objective of 
the International Sport Connection (ISC), 
a sports diplomacy and education program 
funded by the U.S. Department of State. 
Selected as one of seven U.S. coaches 
to participate in the program, Dr. Mike 
Giuliano, head coach of Wheaton men’s 
soccer, traveled to Kampala, Uganda, for  
10 days in May. 

The ISC was co-founded by Jens Omli, 
one of Dr. Giuliano’s former students from 

Ryken’s Signature 
Sip Stars at Sam’s
“The Ryken8or” sounds  

like the stuff of science fiction—

perhaps the name of a certain 

futuristic cyborg action hero. But 

instead of coming to a theater 

near you, the Ryken8or can be 

sipped at Sam’s, the café located 

on the lower level of the Todd M. 

Beamer Student Center.

     Dr. Philip Ryken’s signature 

drink—a blend of coffee, 

peppermint, milk, and white or 

dark chocolate—is the result 

of two rounds of taste tests by 

President Ryken and his 

family this summer.

     “Choosing the right flavor for 

the Ryken8or was my first big 

decision at Wheaton College,” 

jokes President Ryken. “At the 

first taste test they brought out 

15 flavors for us to try as a 

family. Once we narrowed it 

down to a coffee smoothie, they 

worked with us to get the flavor 

just right.”

     “The Ryken8or allows us to 

connect with the president in a 

playful way,” said Steve Ivester, 

director of student activities. 

Ivester initiated the process of 

choosing the presidential drink, 

and after the Rykens coined 

“Rykenator” for the drink, he 

suggested adding the number 

8, since Ryken is Wheaton’s 

eighth president. 

     The Ryken8or is the latest 

concoction named for Wheaton 

leaders—other Sam’s specialties 

include the Blanchard Blend 

(Wheaton’s first two presidents, 

Jonathan and Charles), 

D.L. Smoothie (President Duane 

Litfin), Chappy K Chai (Chaplain 

Stephen Kellough), and the 

Shellhamer Shake (Vice President 

for Student Development Sam 

Shellhamer).

C A M P U S  N E W S

HoneyRock Celebrates 60th
Anniversary
About 240 campers, counselors, and
former staff traveled to the northwoods 
campus for the 60th anniversary 
celebration of HoneyRock, September 
23-26. Wheaton College has owned and 
operated HoneyRock since 1951, and 
about half of the Wheaton student body 
finds its way northward every year. 

The weekend celebration drew 
program directors from each decade, 
including Roger Sandberg ’75, Dr. David 
Klopfenstein M.A. ’64, and current 
director Rob Ribbe ’87. Dr. Daniel 
Chrouser ’64 shared memories of his 
parents, the camp’s founders, Coach 
Harvey ’34 and Dorothy Chrouser ’34. 
Coach Chrouser, who directed the camp 
for 30 years, became an influential figure 
in the Christian camping movement. 

The weekend also included the dedica- 
tions of 20 rebuilt camper cabins and the  
Alex Heidengren Memorial Chapel, 
which honors the memory of the Wheaton 
College sophomore and HoneyRock 

counselor who died last year.
Looking toward the future, Ribbe 

said he hopes to launch new courses in 
outdoor ministry leadership that will 
augment Wheaton’s master’s programs 
in Christian Formation and Ministry, 
and Evangelism and Leadership. A 
new outdoor kiln, completed this year, 
reflects the expansion of arts programs at 
HoneyRock. 

Though much has changed, Ribbe 
expects that HoneyRock will remain 
committed to its original mission of 
providing an experiential leadership 
laboratory, where students experience 
hands-on character formation through 
wilderness testing experiences. “When 
you’re doing ministry and you’re 
pouring out of yourself and get to the 
end of yourself,” he explains, “you 
find out who you are, God shows up 
in significant ways, and you take what 
you’ve learned from the classroom and 
put it into practice.”

While the people, programs, and even 
the place will continue to change, he 
notes, “The original vision of Harve and 
Dot is still present today.”

The Alex Heidengren 

Memorial Chapel; The 

Heidengren family: Katie, 

Nate, Jonathan ’10, 

Blanche ’81, Nick, and 

John ’81; HoneyRock 

volunteers David and 

Joyce Patterson. 
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Men’s Soccer Coach 
Selected for Sports 
Diplomacy 

Training 2,500 Ugandan soccer coaches
who will mentor 50,000 youth over the 
next two years was the spring objective of 
the International Sport Connection (ISC), 
a sports diplomacy and education program 
funded by the U.S. Department of State. 
Selected as one of seven U.S. coaches 
to participate in the program, Dr. Mike 
Giuliano, head coach of Wheaton men’s 
soccer, traveled to Kampala, Uganda, for  
10 days in May. 

The ISC was co-founded by Jens Omli, 
one of Dr. Giuliano’s former students from 

Westmont College, who says, “From the 
inception of the ISC, Coach Giuliano has 
played a key role.”

While there, Dr. Giuliano taught  
181 coaches from about 60 of Uganda’s  
80 districts. The ISC is unique for the priority 
it places on including women and hearing-
impaired coaches. “The football association 
of Uganda didn’t believe they would come. 
I think it was really eye-opening for them 
to see the high level of interest among those 
groups,” Coach Giuliano says.

He alternated between teaching 
coaching skills and strategies on the field, 
and giving classroom presentations about 
communication and conflict resolution. “In 
many places in Uganda, soccer coaches are 
very respected, yet they often use coaching 
tactics that involve verbal and physical abuse,” 
Dr. Giuliano says. “I tried to convince them 
that it’s the right thing—and an effective 
thing—to teach your players with more care 
and compassion.”

He continues to correspond with several of 
the coaches he met in Uganda, and hopes this 
trip is the first of many.

counselor who died last year.
Looking toward the future, Ribbe 

said he hopes to launch new courses in 
outdoor ministry leadership that will 
augment Wheaton’s master’s programs 
in Christian Formation and Ministry, 
and Evangelism and Leadership. A 
new outdoor kiln, completed this year, 
reflects the expansion of arts programs at 
HoneyRock. 

Though much has changed, Ribbe 
expects that HoneyRock will remain 
committed to its original mission of 
providing an experiential leadership 
laboratory, where students experience 
hands-on character formation through 
wilderness testing experiences. “When 
you’re doing ministry and you’re 
pouring out of yourself and get to the 
end of yourself,” he explains, “you 
find out who you are, God shows up 
in significant ways, and you take what 
you’ve learned from the classroom and 
put it into practice.”

While the people, programs, and even 
the place will continue to change, he 
notes, “The original vision of Harve and 
Dot is still present today.”

Vos Donation Enhances Archaeology Collection

A collection of antiquities donated by Dr. Howard Vos ’48 is 

now part of the holdings in the Archaeology Museum at Wheaton 

College. He purchased many of them during his travels in Egypt 

and Israel. 

Professor emeritus of history and archaeology at the King’s 

College in New York, Dr. Vos has written or edited 25 books 

on topics including archaeology, biblical history, and biblical 

commentaries. He worked closely with the late Joseph Free, a 

longtime professor of archaeology at Wheaton, on the first edition 

of Free’s historic volume, Archaeology and Bible History, published 

in 1950. Dr. Vos later updated the book for republication.

Juglet – Iron Age 2  
(100-586 B.C.) –  
typically used for  
ladling liquids (oil, 
wine) from larger  
containers
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Missionary Book Mailing
Missionary alumni families in

non-English-speaking countries receive 

gift packages of books from Wheaton 

College each year. Through the generosity 

of publishers who donate the books, and 

Wheaton’s trustees, who donate funds for 

the shipping costs, the tradition continues 

this year. 

This year’s package included Dr. Ryken’s 

latest book, Ecclesiastes: Why Everything 

Matters (Crossway); Mere Christians: 

Inspiring Stories of Encounters with  

C. S. Lewis, edited by Mary Anne Phemister 

(Baker Books); Imagine That: Discovering 

Your Unique Role as a Christian Artist  

by Manuel Luz (Moody Publishers); What’s 

in the Bible? the first in a new series 

of children’s DVDs created by Phil Vischer 

(Tyndale House Publishers); and Marching to 

the Drumbeat of Abolitionism: Wheaton 

College in the Civil War, by Professor 

Emeritus Dr. David Maas. These 

packages were sent to 458 families 

in more than 70 countries.
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Financial Highlights 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010

Since its founding more than 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been both wise in the management of financial 

gifts as well as forthright in its accountability for those gifts. If you would like a copy of our latest financial 

statement, you may download it from our website at www.wheaton.edu/welcome/aboutus_financial.html. You can 

also write Patrick Brooke, Controller, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187, or call 630.752.5126.

	  2009-10 2008-09		 2007-08		 2006-07

Total Assets  $ 624,819,000 $ 584,158,000 $ 659,193,000 $ 695,848,000

Net Assets Unrestricted $ 192,831,000 $ 185,294,000 $ 215,697,000 $ 229,732,000

 Temporarily Unrestricted $ 155,705,000 135,282,000 179,443,000 212,695,000

 Permanently Restricted $ 111,264,000 105,637,000 101,826,000 89,214,000

 Total	Net	Assets	 $ 459,800,000	 426,213,000	 $ 496,966,000	 $ 531,641,000

Tuition and Fees  $ 71,510,000 69,180,000 64,314,000 60,931,000

Scholarships  ( $ 22,047,000 ) (19,799,000) (16,463,000) (16,179,000)

 Net	Tuition	and	Fees		 $ 49,463,000	 $ 49,381,000	 $ 47,851,000	 $ 44,752,000

Sales of Auxiliary Enterprises $ 20,785,000 20,181,000 19,605,000 $ 19,544,000

Gifts and Grants  $ 27,061,000 20,398,000 33,621,000 36,072,000

Investment Income  (Loss) $ 42,315,000 (65,669,000) (36,353,000) 62,702,000

Educational and General Expenses $ 86,532,000 $ 87,475,000 $ 79,807,000 $ 77,457,000

$ 400,000

$ 350,000

$ 300,000

$ 250,000

$ 200,000

$ 150,000

$ 100,000
1999	 2000	 2001	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Endowment History

n Current $ (000) n Constant $ (000) adjusted for inflation
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Endowment Fund: $274 million

The endowment fund contains those assets of the College permanently invested 

to support College programs. The purpose of the endowment is to generate a 

dependable stream of income and provide a reserve of institutional resources. 

The investment objective is to maximize total return (current income plus capital 

appreciation) over the long term within acceptable risk parameters. 

As a result of the modest economic rebound and financial market recovery, the 

endowment increased 8.5% to $274 million as of June 30, 2010. This increase 

results from an investment return of 12.9% plus gifts of $5.9 million, less 

spending withdrawals of $15.9 million. Endowment per student increased to 

$101,381 compared to $93,863 as of June 30, 2009.
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Environmental Studies 
Major Awarded EPA 
Fellowship

A prestigious fellowship will allow
one Wheaton student to pursue her 
interests in environmental research and 
public policy.

Rachel Lamb ’12, an environmental 
studies and international relations 
major, was awarded a Greater Research 
Opportunities (GRO) Fellowship  
for Undergraduate Study from the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
The two-year fellowship will provide 
Rachel with nearly $50,000, including a 
scholarship, a stipend, and funding  
for research and academic travel. She 
will also complete a three-month 
summer internship in an EPA facility.

The EPA awards the GRO 
fellowship to 30 students nationwide 
who demonstrate strong potential to 
contribute to environmental protection. 

“I know of no other award as large 
given to an undergraduate, and only 
one other that carries a similar level of 
prestige,” says Dr. Fred Van Dyke, 
director of the environmental studies 
program. “Rachel has a body of  work 
that the EPA recognized as being 
worthy of the award.”

In addition to her coursework,  
Rachel has served as president  
of A Rocha, a student environmental 
organization; as well as a member  
of Wheaton’s Environmental Stewardship 
and Assessment Commission, a group 
that provides Wheaton’s president with 
recommendations on best environmental 
practices. She organized the International 
Day of Climate Action on campus in 
2009, and as part of an effort led by the 
National Religious Coalition for 
Creation Care Conference, she also 
organized a group of students to meet 

with congressmen and senators in 
Washington, D.C. 

Interested in studying the scientific 
and political issues related to climate 
change, Rachel plans to combine her 
fellowship with an internship in a Latin 
American country through Wheaton’s 
Human Needs and Global Resources 
(HNGR) program. 

“There’s a lot of talk about sustainable 
development in third-world countries, 
but sometimes the discussion of the 
crops that can be grown and farming 
techniques doesn’t take climate change 
into account,” Rachel says. “As an 
industrialized nation, the U.S. will 
probably be able to adapt. But countries 
that don’t have a lot of resources will be 
harder hit.” 

Rachel’s research will combine 
international politics, economics, 
and anthropology with her focus on 
environmental studies to understand 
how to mitigate the effects of climate 
change in poorer countries.

Wheaton Senior
Recognized as Top Army 
ROTC Cadet

David Holck ’11 was chosen from
among 493 cadets to receive the Warrior 
Ethos Award at the U.S. Army’s Leader 
Development and Assessment Course 
at Joint Base Lewis McChord in 
Washington State this summer. 

The award recognizes a soldier’s 
innovation, resiliency, courage, integrity, 
and honor during training and testing.  
It is presented each year at the 

culmination of Warrior Forge, a  
29-day leadership course that is the 
Army Reserve Officers Training 
Corps’ capstone training and assessment 
exercise. Cadets begin preparation for 
the course years before attempting it, and 
successful completion of the course is a 
prerequisite for becoming commissioned 
as a U.S. Army lieutenant.

Lt. Col. Steven Anderson, Wheaton’s 
professor of military science, says 
David’s performance during the course 
guarantees him his choice between 
branches in the Army. His leadership 
skills also helped Wheaton’s Rolling 
Thunder ROTC Battalion in the  
annual Ranger Challenge. Along with 
John Baer ’11, David designed and  
led training programs for Wheaton’s 
two teams, which each won first place 
in their divisions at the intercollegiate 
competition. 

For David, the award provides 
motivation to continue to pursue his 
goal of service in the armed forces 
after graduation, continuing a family 
tradition. His grandfathers and parents 
served in the military.$ 400,000

$ 350,000

$ 300,000

$ 250,000
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moment in the development of 
UCBC—and in the development of 
higher education in Congo—this gift 
enabled us to engage in an initiative that 
will change the course of history in this 
country,” says Dr. Robinson.

Dr. Yamamoto engaged the faculty 
in brainstorming and strategy seminars 
about how best to align the university’s 
learning outcomes with the courses it 
offers. He also helped the administration 
put together a presentation for the 
Congolese Ministry of Education.

A Congo Initiative board member, 
Dr. McRay met with the faculty and 
administration to talk about ways to 
fully integrate Christian formation across 
the curriculum, and also made time for 
informal discussions with students. 

“We sat under an avocado tree on a 
warm Saturday afternoon, talking about 
the issues that weighed on these students’ 
minds. They were eager to discuss their 
faith, international and local politics and 
economics, and possibilities for their 
futures post graduation. In a way, it was 
a conversation similar to countless ones  
I have had with Wheaton students,”  
Dr. McRay says. 

“What made these conversations 
so remarkable to me was the context. 
. . . A post-colonial conflict zone 
barely stabilized by UN forces, deeply 
impoverished, and without any 
impending sign of relief was their 
home, and yet they dreamed visions of 
empowerment and change—dreams 
that they genuinely believed God would 
enable them to see if they were willing to 
study hard and faithfully serve,” he says. 
“Christian formation is happening there 
in a powerful way, and I found myself 
wanting to learn from what my brothers 
and sisters are doing there rather than to 
teach them what we are doing here.” 

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Wheaton Professors 
Partner with Christian 
College Faculty in Congo

A gift from Wheaton’s class of 2009 
provided funds for three Wheaton 
professors to work this past summer 
alongside the faculty of Université 
Chrétienne Bilingue du Congo 
(Christian Bilingual University), an 
emerging university located in Beni in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Dr. Paul Robinson, director of the 
Human Needs and Global Resources 
(HNGR) program; Dr. Genzo 
Yamamoto, assistant professor of history; 
and Dr. Barrett McRay ’83 M.A. ’86, 
M.A. ’95, Psy.D. ’98, associate professor 
and chair of Christian formation and 
ministry, participated in an eight-day 
consultancy at the university. 

Established in 2007, Université 
Chrétienne Bilingue du Congo is the 
core project of the Congo Initiative, 
a nonprofit organization founded by 
Drs. David and Kaswera Kasali. The 

Kasalis started the initiative to develop 
indigenous Christian leaders who can 
rebuild the Democratic Republic of 
Congo following years of colonialism 
and political and social unrest in the 
central African country.

Alumni who have worked with the 
Congo Initiative include Mary Henton 
’76, Meredith Joss ’68, Jim Kielsmeier 
’65, Danny Arnold ’08, Rachel Sweet 
Vanderpoel ’08, and Matthew Sweet 
Vanderpoel ’09. David Santoso ’11 is 
currently a HNGR intern with the 
Congo Initiative.

“The timing of this gift has proven 
to be nothing short of providential,” 
says Dr. Robinson, who is a member 
of the U.S.-based board of the Congo 
Initiative. In April, the government of 
the DRC granted UCBC its official 
charter and accreditation. Additionally, 
the Ministry of Higher Education asked 
the school to develop and implement 
a new model of higher education 
combining intellectual grounding, 
moral and ethical formation, and 
community service. “At a strategic 

Dr. Paul Robinson (above left) with Dr. David Kasali, co-founder of the Congo 
Initiative; Dr. Genzo Yamamoto leads a faculty consultation session.

Dr. Barrett McRay 
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Faculty Books Recognized

Dr. Robert Gallagher, associate
professor of intercultural studies,  
co-edited Landmark Essays in Mission
and World Christianity (Orbis) with
Dr. Paul Hertig of Azusa Pacific 
University. The book, a compilation 
of essays outlining the history of 
missiology, won a 2010 Catholic Press 
Association Award in the Education 
category. 

The Catholic Press Association  
called the book “a monumental effort  
to trace the mission of Christianity in 
the context of a global world.” The  
text has already been adopted for use  
in master’s- and doctoral-level courses  
at several Christian colleges and 
seminaries.

In choosing essays for the book, 
Gallagher says, “We asked ourselves, 
what are the 15 essays that have shaped 
missiology over the last 50 years? We 

wanted to design a teaching tool for 
students, pastors, and cross-cultural 
workers that would have historic and 
current value, and to expose people to a 
broad range of thought.” 

Believing Again: Doubt and Faith in a
Secular Age (Eerdmans), by Dr. Roger

Lundin ’71, Blanchard Professor of
English, was named one of the “Top Ten 
Books in Theology” by The Christian
Century. Additionally, the Times Literary
Supplement, a London-based weekly
literary review, included Believing Again
on its list of “Best Books of 2009.”

 “Roger Lundin’s work has always 
been exceptional, and this is just another 
example of the ways in which he 
challenges our culture to think deeply 
about the most important things,” says 
Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner, professor 
of English and dean of humanities and 
theological studies. 

A diverse group of literary and religious  
publications has recognized two recent books 
published by Wheaton professors.

New Faculty

Row 1: David M. Gordon, Conservatory of Music; Timothy P. Wiens, Education; Shawn E. Okpebholo, Conservatory of 

Music; Roman Ortega, Jr., Military Science; Heather Whitney, Physics; Karl Pettitt M.A. ’07, Library.  

Row 2: Carla Lovett, History; Catherine Beckerleg, Biblical and Theological Studies; Miho Nonaka, English; Winnie Fung, 

Business/Economics; Alison Gibson, English; Amy Reynolds, Sociology and Anthropology; Jamie Aten, Psychology.  

Row 3: Mark Hayes, Military Science; Tracy McKenzie, History; Phil ip Ryken ’88, President; Bradley Pierson ’95, Military 

Science; Stephen Offutt, HNGR.

Dr. Robert Gallagher

Dr. Roger Lundin
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Relentless
Andrew Jahns ’11 hopes to bring more of the same to the 
men’s basketball team this winter. 
by Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

In a key CCIW battle in January 
2010, Wheaton hosted nationally ranked 
Illinois Wesleyan. The Titans led  
65-64 with four seconds left in the game 
when Thunder Ben Panner ’10 took 
a shot that fell short of the basket. As 
Ben released his shot, Andrew Jahns ’11 
streaked toward the basket, collected the 
missed shot, and immediately put it back 
into the hoop as time expired for the 
dramatic Wheaton victory.

Wheaton men’s basketball coach Mike 
Schauer says of Andrew’s game-winning 
play, “That play was made because of 
who Andrew is. He never stops; he 
continually tries to make a play. If you 
watch him on tape, every time we 
shoot the ball he cuts toward the basket. 
There is a steady relentlessness to his 
game.” Mike adds, “As both a basketball 
player and as a person, I think Andrew’s 
biggest strengths are his steadiness and 
consistency.”

The 20th member of his family to 
attend Wheaton, Andrew says that the 
College was not a foregone conclusion. 
“There were really three schools that I 
looked at, but if you are looking for a 
Christian liberal arts school, it is almost 
impossible to beat Wheaton as far as the 
academics, athletics—just everything.” 

During Andrew’s freshman year, the 
men’s basketball team earned a surprise 
at-large bid to the NCAA Division 
III Tournament. “Probably the most 
memorable moments of my career would 
be playing in that NCAA Tournament. 
We were huge underdogs who shocked 
everybody, including myself. I was 
just a freshman who didn’t know 

what to expect, or what the National 
Tournament would be like.”

Four years later, he now fully 
appreciates just how hard it is to get into 
the Elite Eight, and Andrew was a big 
reason why Wheaton advanced to that 
level. In Wheaton’s 76-73 victory against 
Loras College in the second round, 
Andrew made two three-pointers in the 
final three minutes to extend Wheaton’s 
lead from one point to seven. Andrew 
recalls, “The nice thing about being the 
young guy is that nobody really expects 
much from you. When you have  
All-Americans on your team like Kent 
Raymond ’08, Andy Wiele ’09, and  
Ben Panner ’10, all of the focus is on 
them. So I was able to get some  
open shots, and if I can’t hit an open 
shot, I probably shouldn’t be playing 
varsity basketball.”

In three seasons, Andrew moved 
into 13th place on Wheaton’s all-time 
three-point field goals list. But it is not 
his offense that he thinks of most when 
reflecting on his game. “I am defensive-
oriented. I try to be a pest.” He adds, 
“I am not the most talented player out 
there, so for me to be able to play, I need 
to work a little harder and be consistent 
with the things I have been taught from 
a young age.” 

A business and economics major, 
Andrew hopes to pursue a career in 
finance, something Coach Schauer 
thinks will suit him. Mike says, 
“Andrew has a great deal of integrity. He 
is somebody who lets his ‘yes’ be ‘yes,’ 
and his ‘no’ be ‘no.’ He is exactly who he 
professes to be.”
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Wheaton Thunder Winter 
Sports Schedule

men’s basketball
12/9	 Trinity	International

12/11	 Washington	(MO)

12/30	 vs.	Messiah	(at	Grand	Canyon	Classic,		

Phoenix,	AZ)

12/31	 vs.	Husson	(at	Grand	Canyon	Classic,		

Phoenix,	AZ)

1/5	 Carthage

1/8	 at	North	Central

1/12	 at	Augustana

1/15	 North	Park

1/19	 at	Illinois	Wesleyan

1/22	 at	Elmhurst

1/26	 Millikin

1/29	 North	Central

2/2	 at	Carthage

2/5	 at	North	Park

2/9	 Augustana

2/12	 Illinois	Wesleyan

2/16	 at	Millikin

2/19	 Elmhurst

2/25-26	 CCIW	Tournament

women’s basketball
12/30-31	 TBA	(Taylor	U.	Tournament)

1/3	 at	Rockford

1/5	 Carthage

1/8	 at	North	Central

1/11	 at	Augustana

1/15		 North	Park

1/19	 at	Illinois	Wesleyan

1/22	 at	Elmhurst

1/26	 Millikin

1/29	 North	Central

2/2	 at	Carthage

2/5	 at	North	Park

2/8	 Augustana

2/12	 Illinois	Wesleyan

2/16	 at	Millikin

2/19	 Elmhurst

2/25-26	 CCIW	Tournament

	

men’s and women’s 
swimming
12/3-4	 Wheaton	Invitational
12/11	 at	North	Central,	with	Principia
1/7	 vs.	Ursinus	(Fort	Lauderdale,	FL)
1/15	 at	Hope	College	Quad	Meet
1/22	 Carthage
2/5	 at	Illinois	Wesleyan,	with	North	Central
2/11	 at	North	Central
2/17-19	 CCIW	Championships	(Wheaton)

track and field
indoor
9/2			 Olivet	Nazarene	University	

1/29	 at	U.	of	Chicago	Duels

2/11	 at	Chicagoland	Championships

2/19	 at	North	Central’s	Cardinal	Classic

2/25-26	 at	2011	CCIW	Championships

3/4	 at	Last	Chance	Meet

3/11-12	 NCAA	Division	III	Championships

wrestling
12/4	 at	Milwaukee	School	of	Engineering
12/11	 at	North	Central	College	Invitational
12/18	 at	U.	of	Dubuque	Open
1/8	 at	U.	of	Wisconsin-Oshkosh
1/11	 U.	of	Chicago
1/15	 at	Manchester	College	“Spartan	Mat		
	 Classic”
1/22	 Wheaton	Quadrangular,	with	Augustana,		
	 Concordia	(WI),	and	Olivet
1/28-29	 Pete	Willson-Wheaton	Invitational
2/5	 at	Loras	College	Duhawk	Open
2/10	 at	CCIW	Championships	(Elmhurst,	IL)
2/12	 at	UW-Eau	Claire	Blugold	Invitational
2/17	 at	North	Central
2/26	 at	NCAA	Division	III	Regionals	(Plymouth,		
	 WI)
3/11-12	 at	NCAA	Division	III	Nationals	(LaCrosse,		
	 WI)

For a complete listing of the radio, video, and cable broadcast schedule for all  
men’s basketball and most women’s basketball games, go to www.wetn.org.  
Live in-game statistics for many sports can be found online at http://athletics.wheaton.edu.

Wheaton Invitational
On December 3-4, 2010, the Wheaton men’s 

and women’s swim teams hosted hundreds of 

swimmers at Chrouser Aquatic Center for the 

2010 Wheaton Invitational.
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The Pageantry & the Pep
On Friday, September 17, hundreds of  
guests arrived on Wheaton’s campus to  
attend the Inaugural Ceremony. “What  
a wonderful inaugural day!” wrote one of  
the 122 delegates present from other  
colleges and universities around the nation 
and overseas. “I was deeply moved by the 
way the whole event witnessed to God’s 
sovereign goodness.”

The Inauguration celebrations began on 
Monday, and spanned the week of  
September 15-18. They included a reception 
for local business leaders, an Inaugural  
Gala Concert featuring the Chicago  
Symphony Orchestra, a faculty/staff  
meet-and-greet, a tailgate barbeque and 
concert, and—not to be forgotten—halftime 
festivities with President Ryken and his family 
at Saturday night’s Thunder football game.

wheaton.edu/inauguration

WHEATON view
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Graham
used to think that Thomas Wolfe was right, but now I’m not so 
sure. The American novelist is famous for one of his titles:  
You Can’t Go Home Again. Here is how Wolfe’s protagonist explains 
it, near the end of the story: 

You can’t go back home to your family, back home to your 
childhood, . . . back home to a young man’s dreams of  
glory and of fame, . . . back home to the ivory tower, . . . 
back home to the old forms and systems of things which 
once seemed everlasting but which are changing all  
the time. 

Wolfe’s point, of course, is that when you do go back home,  
it is never the “home” that you remember. Things have

A World Servant in Christian
Liberal Arts Education
by Philip Graham Ryken ’88
 

Dr. Ryken presented the following address  
at his inauguration as the eighth president of Wheaton College,
September 17, 2010.

        the Inauguration of
                       Philip Graham Ryken

I
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changed. You have changed. So when you walk again on the old
familiar pathways, you find that the ground has shifted. 

I take Wolfe’s point. Yet as I return to Wheaton after 22 years away, 
I find so many things unchanged. Not everything is in the same  
place, of course. The Stupe has moved from the Memorial Student 
Center to Beamer. The wardrobe to Narnia no longer guards the 
entrance to the English department, but has been carted off to the 
Wade Center with the rest of our C. S. Lewis relics. Even Perry 
Mastodon has shifted his creaky old bones to the new science center—
his last migration, I suppose.  

And yet all of those old friends are still here. What is more, the 
substantial things endure: the theology and piety of this Christ-
centered community—with all the passion of our students, excellent 
teaching of our scholarly faculty, dedication of our staff, engagement 
of our alumni, and generosity of our supporters. You are those faithful 
friends—we thank God and we thank you for being here today.  
As I return to campus I even find, to my amazement, that students still 
call the dining hall “SAGA”—a name that hasn’t been valid since the 
1980s. I am home again.

But understand this: I did not answer God’s call to Wheaton because 
I wanted to come back home. Rather, I am here because I believe that 
God has appointed this College as a vital instrument in the worldwide 
work of his kingdom. This is no safe retreat, but a strategic base of 
operations for the global advance of the gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the discipleship of the Christian mind.

Community Covenant

S o I speak with you today about Wheaton College as a world
servant in Christian liberal arts education. For guidance, I go back to 
a critical moment in biblical history, when God’s people were at home 
in a good land. As we turn to the end of the Book of Joshua, we find 
the eponymous general gathering God’s people for worship. After 
years of wilderness wandering, they have found a good home in a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 

As they look around and see what God has done, they know that 
they are recipients of blessings they do not deserve. God says to them, 
“I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that you 
had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards 
and olive orchards that you did not plant” ( Joshua 24:13, ESV).
Everything they have is a gift. It is all by grace, not by works. 

These people are so greatly blessed that it might be tempting for 
them to become arrogant and complacent. So Joshua wisely confronts 
them with a choice. Will they serve the true and living God, or bow 

down to the man-made idols of false religion? Leading from the front, 
Joshua makes his own choice clear: “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD” ( Joshua 24:15).

The children of Israel accept Joshua’s challenge and make their own 
choice for God. On that day, as a community of faith, they renew their 
sacred covenant. “And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the 
Law of God. And he took a large stone and set it up” ( Joshua 24:26), 
as a witness to that covenant. 

As I read this story, I see so many parallels with our situation at 
Wheaton today. We too are in a good place—a campus flowing 
with milk and honey. We are the recipients of undeserved blessings: 
buildings that others built, endowments that others raised, academic 
programs that others launched.  

Like the children of Israel, we are members of a covenant 
community—every student, every staff member, every professor, and 
every board member. In our Community Covenant we each vow to 
fulfill our kingdom calling by loving God with all our minds and by 
loving one another for Jesus’ sake. This is our promise before God. 

Today we renew that covenant. As we inaugurate a new presidency, 
it would be tempting for us to rest upon our academic standing, our 
history of doctrinal orthodoxy, or our position of influence within the 
evangelical church. Yet the choice comes to us again, as it comes to 
every generation: Will we serve the Lord, or follow other gods? Will 
we walk in the footsteps of a Savior who gave his life and his blood for 
the poor, the lost, and the blind; or will we be satisfied with personal 
comfort, academic achievement, and material prosperity?

What I say today—not just for me, but for all of us—is what Joshua 
said: “As for me and this house, we will serve the Lord!” Then we 
ratify this choice by renewing our collegial calling to be a world 
servant in Christian liberal arts education.

Faith and Learning

N   ow, when I say “Christian,” I mean that in the full, biblical
 sense of the word (see Acts 11:26). We follow Christ. We do this 
because we believe that he is God incarnate, the only divine Son of 
God, the Creator of everything there is, from the light of the first 
star to the man and the woman he made in his image. Jesus Christ is 
the source and the sustainer:  “All things were created through him 
and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together” (Colossians 1:16-17).

Christ is not only Creator, but also Redeemer—the Savior of the 
world. By his sufferings and death on the cross he has made full and 
perfect atonement for sin. What is more, by his resurrection from the 

 This is no safe retreat, but a strategic base of                                                              operations for the global advance... 

16    W I N T E R   2 0 1 1

At the ceremony:  
President Ryken with 
President Emeritus  
Duane Litfin and Wheaton 
Trustee Joseph Stowell; 
combined student choirs;  
a brass ensemble;  
the Ryken family; and 
herald trumpets.  
See and hear the entire 
ceremony at wheaton. 
edu/inauguration.
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dead he has brought life out of the grave. Now from his position of
absolute authority at the right hand of God, Jesus offers forgiveness 
and eternal life to anyone and everyone who believes in him. 

This is the Savior we choose to follow.  To be specific, we follow 
him with our minds. Dr. J. Richard Chase said it like this—our sixth 
president, only lately tenured in glory—“Whether you are five or 
ninety-five, following Christ is a thinking person’s life.”

To follow Christ with our minds is to pursue what we so often 
describe on this campus as the integration of faith and learning—what 
I somewhat prefer to call “the reintegration of learning with faith.”
I say this in part because learning and faith are not equal entities. 
Faith is more fundamental. As philosopher Arthur Holmes has often 
reminded us on this campus, “In order to integrate, you have to have 
something to integrate with,” and for us that something is biblical
Christianity.

But I also speak of reintegration because faith and learning were
never intended to be separate. This is true biblically. It was only when 
Adam and Eve pursued knowledge apart from trust in God that sin 
came into the world and learning was sundered from faith. It is also 
true historically. In the best and oldest traditions of American higher 
education, faith and learning belong together—not merely juxtaposed, 
but integrated. 

That is what we still do at Wheaton. We take whatever knowledge 
we gain through the arts and sciences and test it according to the 
absolute truth of God’s Word. Whatever is true to the world as God 
made it, and whatever is true to who we are as people made in  
his image, we view it all from the perspective of the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ, believing that all truth is relative to his person and work.

The Liberating Arts

A  s we reintegrate learning with faith, we provide a particular
kind of Christian education: liberal arts. Here I use the word “liberal” 
in its oldest and truest sense, as that which brings freedom. The 
liberal arts are the liberating arts: they give us the freedom to become 
everything God has gifted us to become.

Liberal arts education grants this freedom by giving broad  
exposure to the arts and sciences, building critical skills for thinking, 
writing, listening, speaking, and analytical decision-making. Through 
art, music, history, literature, philosophy, mathematics, science,  
social science, and theology, we develop the whole person. We do  
this not only in our undergraduate program, but also in our  
graduate school by grounding professional training in the broader 
context of the liberal arts. 

 This is no safe retreat, but a strategic base of                                                              operations for the global advance... 
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At the ceremony:  
President Ryken with 
President Emeritus  
Duane Litfin and Wheaton 
Trustee Joseph Stowell; 
combined student choirs;  
a brass ensemble;  
the Ryken family; and 
herald trumpets.  
See and hear the entire 
ceremony at wheaton. 
edu/inauguration.
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...of the gospel of Jesus Christ through the discipleship    of the Christian mind.

BlessingThe Trustees’ Inaugural Blessing
by Barbara Wessner Anderson ’70

As Trustees of Wheaton College, 

We bow before the Lord this Day

And draw Blessing for you, Philip Graham Ryken,

From the Holy Happiness of our God

Whose Steadfast Love is measureless and  
   without end.Inaugural

they do relief work in Sudan, they provide educational leadership for 
Indonesia. In many cases they have been directly prepared for this 
work through graduate and undergraduate programs that have given 
them cross-cultural experience.

Yet we do not have a central office that coordinates and facilitates 
global and experiential learning. We have not articulated a philosophy 
of liberal education that incorporates global engagement as an essential 
part of a Wheaton education, so that our students learn how to live, 
work, worship, and serve in a globalized society—not just preparing 
students for global engagement, but preparing them through global 
engagement. We have not developed long-term strategic alliances 
with colleges and universities overseas that enable us to learn and to 
teach collaboratively, strengthening both institutions through mutual 
influence. We have not fully learned how to take everything that is 
exceptional about Wheaton as an institution of higher education and 
then multiply its global impact.

I hardly need to tell you that the world’s need has never been 
greater: billions are hungry and hopeless; they have never heard the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Mercy and justice require global leaders—
world servants—who have the understanding, the skill, and the 
compassion that Christian liberal arts education can best provide. 

As great as the needs are, the opportunities have never been greater. 
The current issue of Foreign Policy reports that out of all the cities in 
the world, Chicago is number six in its global influence on culture, 
commerce, and creative innovation—ahead of cities like Singapore, 
Seoul, and Shanghai. Thus the City of Broad Shoulders remains what 
Jonathan Blanchard said it was: a gateway to the world. 

My favorite definition of Christian liberal arts education is the one  
I learned at my father’s knee. It comes from John Milton, who said 
that a “complete and generous education” fits a person “to perform 
justly, skillfully, and magnanimously all the offices, both private 
and public, of peace and war.” As Milton understood, a truly liberal 
education prepares a person for anything and everything in life. It 
makes us better workers and colleagues, better husbands and wives, 
better fathers and mothers, better leaders and servants, better citizens 
of the kingdom of God. 

I choose the word “citizen” deliberately. According to the classical 
model of the liberal arts—going back to Cicero and Isocrates—
the goal of education was effective citizenship in a participatory 
democracy. Our vision includes that kind of citizenship, but it is more 
expansive. To be “For Christ” is to be a citizen of “His Kingdom.” 
So what is distinctive about a Christian liberal arts education is that 
it prepares students for active service in the kingdom of God—not 
simply in church-based ministry, although that is part of it, but in 
every vocation that glorifies God.

Global Engagement 

T          oday the kingdom of God extends around the globe. It was  
never God’s intention for his people to be confined to one place only, 
but for the good news of his gospel to transform people from every 
tribe, every tongue, and every nation. That promise has found its 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ, whose spiritual kingdom stretches from 
shore to shore and whose wide dominion spreads from the rising to 
the setting of the sun. 

What is Wheaton’s place in the kingdom work of Jesus Christ? 
Through excellence in Christian liberal arts education, we have a place 
of worldwide service, in a century that will offer us unprecedented 
opportunities for global engagement. 

This is fully in keeping with our historic mission. When Jonathan 
Blanchard first came to provide visionary leadership for this College, 
he said that he came to Wheaton because “it is near Chicago, the gate 
city between the Atlantic and the Pacific, between Western Europe 
and Eastern Asia.” His son Charles—our second president—believed 
that “the College can have no joy unless those whom it instructs 
become powers in the world, working for righteousness.” 

We have been faithful to that founding vision in many ways, 
through the missionary forces we continue to send all over the world, 
and through the ordinary graduates who do extraordinary work in 
many ordinary callings. Wherever you go, you find Wheaton alumni 
serving Christ and His Kingdom: they generate capital in London, 
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...of the gospel of Jesus Christ through the discipleship    of the Christian mind.

BlessingThe Trustees’ Inaugural Blessing
by Barbara Wessner Anderson ’70

As Trustees of Wheaton College,

We bow before the Lord this Day

And draw Blessing for you, Philip Graham Ryken,

From the Holy Happiness of our God

Whose Steadfast Love is measureless and  
   without end.

Amen.
Inaugural

As we enter the century of the global city, as some are calling it,
imagine our students learning on a Wheaton campus in the urban, 
cross-cultural context of Chicago. Imagine the leaders of African 
colleges revitalizing our evangelical convictions out of the strength 
of their historic Christian orthodoxy. Imagine the professors at the 
rising Christian universities of China learning how to integrate 
learning with faith through collaboration with faculty from Wheaton 
College. Imagine more students from South and Central America 
enriching our campus community by sharing their experience  
of suffering and joy before returning home with the treasures of the 
liberal arts in the Christian tradition. Imagine these things and  
you begin to imagine a mission as big and as beautiful as the kingdom 
of God itself.

A Community of Grace

I want to close by reminding us that as we renew our calling and
our covenant, we should not imagine that we can ever do anything 
good for God apart from his grace. If we look at the history of 
Wheaton and ask why the College has remained essentially faithful 
to its original mission, the answer is not because of who we are, but 
because of who God is. We are a community of his grace.  

We are reminded of our ongoing need for that grace by the strange 
and agonizing dilemma at the end of Joshua 24. We might expect 
the story to end with verses 16 to 18, where God’s people make their 

commitment not to forsake the Lord, but to serve him to the very end. 
That is not how the story ends, however. When the people make 

their choice, Joshua informs them that they will fail. “You are not 
able to serve the LORD,” he says, “for he is a holy God. He is a jealous
God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins” ( Joshua 
24:19). So God’s people are caught in a dilemma: as a matter of 
conviction, they must promise to serve the Lord; yet because of their 
sin, they will fail to keep that covenant.

Wheaton College has always faced the same dilemma. As a matter 
of conviction, we promise to serve Christ and His Kingdom. We 
renew that covenant today. Yet we renew it knowing how often we 
have failed, and are bound to fail again. As a College we have never 
fully lived up to our own ideals, let alone the perfect standard of a holy 
God. Nor have we ever completely fulfilled our calling. 

Nevertheless, we believe that God has bridged the chasm between 
his holiness and our unrighteousness by loving us and accepting us 
through Jesus Christ. As the sinless Son of the Father, Jesus kept 
perfectly the covenant that we have broken, so that through faith in 
him our sins are forgiven and we are accepted. His grace now gives 
us the freedom, by the power of God’s Spirit and in spite of our many 
failings, to fulfill our calling as a world servant of the world’s Savior.

Frederick Buechner has written, “The place God calls you to  
is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet.”  What is the place where your gladness and the world’s  
hunger meet? For me that place is back home at Wheaton College, 
where we find our deepest joy in serving the Christ who alone  
can satisfy the hungry soul.

May God grant you Grace to lead this 
Covenant Community with Hope

     Hope in a time of despair

     Hope that rests on the Promises of God:

          The Return of Christ Jesus

          The Resurrection of the Dead

          And the Life to come.

May God grant you Grace to lead this 
Academy of Scholars with Faith 

     Faith in an age of doubt

     Faith that sees the Unseen:

          The Father’s Purpose,

          The Work of the Son,

          The Presence of the Spirit.

 

May God grant you Grace to lead this 
College with Love

     Love in a world of fear

     Love that endures when all else fails:

          Creation love,

          Cross love,

          The love of the Father’s Welcome.

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you, Philip Graham Ryken.                Amen.
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View Me, Lord, a work of Thine;
Shall I then lie drown’d in night?
Might Thy grace in me but shine,
I should seem made all of light.

Thomas Campion (1567-1620)

arly one Sunday morning, my family just stirring, I put 
a recording of the Wheaton College Women’s Chorale  
on the stereo. The CD’s title:  View Me, Lord, A Work 

of Thine. The conductor:  Dr. Mary Hopper ’73. I want to know 
Dr. Hopper better still—her recent repertoire, the music  
she draws from individuals and shapes into chorus. This was  
my original intent—analysis and interpretation. 

Imagine my shift in focus when, first note sounded, my house 
comes to feel like a place of worship. What can I do now, but 

In Graceful Light 
by Karen Halvorsen scHrecK ’84

the Life and Work of Dr. Mary Hopper ’73
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listen? Comforting, challenging, each song on the CD holds the 
complexity and beauty of a Psalm, and works with companion 
pieces on a spiritual plain. These young women, under Mary’s 
direction, sing me closer to God.   

In this way on a Sunday morning, Mary’s gifts bless me. On a 
daily basis for 31 years, Mary’s gifts have blessed the extended 
Wheaton community. As professor of choral music and 
conducting, and director of performance studies, Mary conducts 
not only the Women’s Chorale, but also the Men’s Glee Club. 
She also serves as artistic director for Wheaton’s annual Christmas 
Festival and Festival of Faith. Needless to say, Mary’s professional 
and personal impact is far-reaching. 

“God has lent Dr. Hopper a special joy and dedication to others 
that has positively shaped the lives of countless people,” says 
Conservatory Dean Dr. Michael Wilder. “She possesses a unique 
ability to provide leadership for large groups of musicians, 
while attending to the needs of each participant. She prayerfully 
seeks ways to minister to those around her and does so through 
a winsome, sincere, deeply rooted faith that has been used 
powerfully by God to touch the lives of hundreds and hundreds  
of students, colleagues, audiences, and church members.” No 
wonder, then, that this year, in celebration of her dedicated 
leadership, her contributions to the field of choral conducting, 
her commitment to current students and alumni, and her 
living testimony to Christ’s love, the Wheaton College Alumni 
Association has honored Mary with the 2010 Distinguished 
Service to Alma Mater Award. 

“When I heard that Dr. Hopper was receiving this honor,  
I thought, Of course,” Glee Pribnow McAnanly ’86 says. Glee, 
a member of the Women’s Chorale for two years, has maintained 
contact with Mary over the decades; she still looks to Mary for 
mentorship and inspiration. “Dr. Hopper believes the best about 
each person with whom she comes in contact,” Glee explains. 
“If you are fortunate enough to develop a relationship with Dr. 
Hopper, you will want to become the person that she believes you 
can be.”

Debbie Rodgers ’73, admissions counselor for the Conservatory, 
has enjoyed working with her former classmate for many years 
now. She says, “Mary is a faithful, faithful colleague, who forges 
an enduring bond with her students, and creates a sustaining 
community for them too, that lasts long after graduation. Mary 
works tirelessly, encouraging talent, nurturing gifts. Through her 
dependable and consistent leadership, the quality of the ensembles 
continues to grow.”  

Encouraging, nurturing—these are the words that students, 
alumni, and colleagues consistently use to describe Mary. (In 

almost the same breath, these same folks also frequently reference 
Mary’s contagious laughter and strong sense of good fun as the 
perfect balance to her professionalism.) Mary herself says that her 
“core motivation in teaching is to give constructive feedback. I want 
to challenge students. But I want to be realistic about what they  
can do well and feel good about doing. People learn best through 
positive reinforcement. In building confidence, you build a team.”

Mary’s earliest model for this positive approach was her mother, 
who was the choir director at the Hopper family’s church—a little 
Presbyterian congregation in Iowa. It was in this sanctuary that 
Mary first felt drawn toward music. “I was probably in first grade,” 
Mary recalls, “when I turned to my mother and said, ‘I can read the 
words. When are you going to teach me to read the notes?’” From 
there, Mary went on to take piano and violin. By fifth grade, she 
was accompanying the church’s junior choir. And by the time Mary 
entered Wheaton, she was a musician of great breadth, playing violin 
in the Symphony Orchestra, percussion in the Symphonic Band, 
singing in the Concert Choir, majoring in voice, and ultimately 
discovering and claiming her passion for conducting. “Interesting 
that I have been involved with all five ensembles at Wheaton over 
the years!” Mary remarks.

While a student at Wheaton, Mary also maintained 
a job as a church organist. Over the years, she has continued to 
minister in this way; she now serves as director of music at Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church in Warrenville. And Mary’s leadership abilities 
have made her a good ambassador to other extended communities, 
as well. She has toured nationally and internationally with both the 
Men’s Glee Club and the Women’s Chorale to great success. She 
has been a clinician, judge, and guest conductor for national events 
and participated in many professional organizations. She is currently 
the central division president for the American Choral Directors 
Association (ACDA). Her ensembles frequently perform at ACDA 
conventions, and she has been the conductor of two ACDA Division 
Honors Choirs, as well as eight All-State Choirs. This year, Mary 
will travel to New Zealand to lead a plenary session and coach other 
conductors at the New Zealand Choral Federation. 

Approaching the next stage of her career, Mary has faith that God 
will undertake to guide the future as He has the past. She views all 
her work as a form of ministry, perhaps most especially her work 
with Wheaton students. Through these students, Mary says she has 
learned much about faith. “Over the years I’ve had some young 
women who have come from difficult and broken family situations 
who have shown such strength, fortitude, and courage. The faith 
of these and many other students ministers to me,” she says. This 
graceful exchange of encouragement and support infuses Mary’s life 
and music, and her service to Wheaton College, with evidence of 
God’s love. 
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A Way Across

Spanning lakes, bays, rivers, and highways—bridges 
make it possible to go quickly across and beyond, 
connecting one place to another. 

But the bridges we cannot see often span greater 
gaps—across racial divides, cultural and financial  
barriers, and educational disparities—linking individuals 
and entire communities. Helping to bring about such

A new program builds bridges toward a more diverse student body.

by Kather ine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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college, she felt God’s provision for her when she received the 
Church Scholarship. 

Halfway through her first semester, Kamaria already feels plugged 
in, in part thanks to the BRIDGE program’s resident assistants and 
teaching assistants. She says, “They take care of me like a little sister. 
College is such a new experience, it’s nice to have someone there for 
you that really cares.” 

Kamaria’s positive experience with BRIDGE also led her to 
recommend Wheaton to her best friend, Ariel Gonzalez ’14, who is 
now an elementary education major and Kamaria’s roommate. 

The Learning that Needs to Happen
“Last summer’s group of BRIDGE student workers was the most 
closely knit, ethnically diverse, expression of the kingdom of God 
that I’ve seen to date,” says Jake Boer ’11, an English literature 
and secondary education major who served for two summers as 
a teaching assistant for BRIDGE. Jake is interested in using his 
education major to teach in underserved urban communities. 

The sole white male of the 14 staff members for four weeks this 
summer, Jake calls the experience, “uncomfortable, but definitely 
worthwhile. . . . I’m a perfect example of the learning that needs 
to happen for many Wheaton students. I grew up with very little 
knowledge of other cultures or racial groups in a place that is very 
homogenous ethnically.” 

As a result, Jake says that before BRIDGE, he used to find 
conversations about race and racism awkward. “The program has 
helped me build relationships and friendships not just with the 
students, but also with my peers on staff.”

Growing up, high school junior Darius Bell threw himself into 
sports to “get away from all the ignorance.” Watching others get 
shot, go to jail, smoke marijuana, drink alcohol, and get involved 
with gangs, this Urban Prep student from Englewood knew he 
needed to be different. 

connections at Wheaton College was the idea behind a fledgling 
program known as BRIDGE (Building Roads to Intellectual 
Diversity and Great Education).

A four-week residential program, designed as an academic 
enrichment and leadership program for low income and minority 
high school students, BRIDGE began in the summer of 2009, 
the brainchild of Veronica Ponce Navarrete ’08 and four friends.

Born in Mexico, Veronica grew up in a low-income housing 
project in Pittsburg, California. Her horizons expanded dramatically 
when she received an invitation to Quest Scholars, a Stanford 
University program designed to help promising high school students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds attend college.

With new confidence, Veronica came to Wheaton College,  
where with friends, she began envisioning a Wheaton program  
that would give others similar opportunities. After much research, 
this undergraduate admissions program welcomed 19 students last 
summer, and 32 (including returning and new students) this summer. 
Veronica already has a strong applicant pool for next summer,  
and ideas on how Wheaton alumni might partner with her in the 
future. “I can see how beneficial it would be for these students to 
job-shadow alumni for a day, or maybe even to have alumni mentors 
who would provide a strong Christian presence,” she says. 

Following are stories of the many new paths already being 
traveled:

Growing up on the westside of Chicago, Kamaria Price ’14 always 
planned on going to college, but she had never heard of Wheaton—
just 30 minutes away—until a friend told her about BRIDGE during 
high school. 

“I applied for the program because I had heard it was supposed  
to be academically rigorous, and I wanted to see if I was ready, or  
close to being ready, for college,” says this reserved biology major,  
one of 19 students to attend the first year of the four-week program. 

As part of the program, she applied to Wheaton, and though 
initially she had her heart set on a historically African-American 

A new program builds bridges toward a more diverse student body.

New 
Brothers 
and 
Sisters
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He learned about BRIDGE at school from his teacher, David Woo ’07,
and found the dual focus on academic and spiritual growth appealing. 
“I wanted a greater connection with God, and to understand His Word 
better than I did,” he says. 

Not only does Darius feel his faith has been strengthened after this 
first summer, he says he’s learned valuable time management lessons, and 
made lasting friendships. “You really feel like you have new brothers  
and sisters,” he says. “It’s a family environment where you can express 
your problems and share your feelings. Back home, you have to be who 
other people want you to be. . . . Here you can be yourself.” 

Inroads into Communities
Associate Professor of Anthropology Dr. Brian Howell has taught
an introduction to anthropology class in one week for the past two 
summers as part of the BRIDGE program. “This class is a quick dip into
the pool,” he says, noting that thinking about culture resonates with 
many of the students. But what he’s most enjoyed has been watching 
the students thrive. “They grow so much spiritually, emotionally, 
intellectually by the time they come back for the celebration at the 
end,” he says. “My involvement with the program has been one of the 
highlights of my whole time at Wheaton.”

Dr. Howell is one of eight professors who have taught courses in the 
program. He sees tremendous value in the BRIDGE director’s cultural
knowledge, and her ability to communicate with Spanish-speaking 
families in their own language. “People in these communities should 
know that a place like Wheaton College exists and that it is an  
option for their children,” he says. 

In addition to opening doors to Latino communities, Dr. Howell says 
the program has inspired relatives and friends of BRIDGE students to
apply to Wheaton; helped  BRIDGE students gain admission to Wheaton
and other colleges; provided a picture of what a Christian liberal arts 
education looks like; and offered opportunities for current Wheaton 
students. “Our students are really affected by these high schoolers—by  
the great hope and energy that they bring,” Dr. Howell says. 

Untapped Potential
A sociology major from Rockford, Illinois, Andrés Villatoro ’11 says
that working as a resident assistant with the BRIDGE program helped
confirm his calling to work in an urban setting. 

“I’m interested in urban planning or community development,” says 
Andrés, whose parents immigrated to the United States from Guatemala. 
He was especially struck by the potential of the students he met and 
mentored. “They weren’t coming from the best schools or the best areas, 
but they were so smart,” he says, adding that he believes the program 
“gives these students the tools they need to go somewhere in life.” 

Veronica noted that the summer program brought out a side she hadn’t 
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seen before in some of the student staff members, including Andrés.
“He was outgoing, funny—totally different in a good way,” she says. 
“For students of color, Wheaton isn’t always an easy place to be. 
Sometimes you feel like you have to sacrifice a little piece of who you 
are to fit in. It could be that the summer program gives them a chance 
to be themselves as well.”

“I’ve had a pretty rough childhood and past,” says Irving Ruiz,
a high school senior who finished his second year of  BRIDGE this
summer. His parents divorced when he was seven, and he has watched 
his mother struggle to support him and his sister. “She tries her best 
to give us the best life possible,” he says, noting that he will be the 
first in his family to go to college. Irving grew up in Glen Ellyn, in 
a community that now includes refugees from Africa, Cambodia, 
Philippines, Mexico, Burma, and Guatemala. 

He came to BRIDGE on the recommendation of a neighbor and
mentor, and this summer, he committed his life to Christ. “We had 
a worship service here where we all felt the presence of God,” he  
says. And in fact, Veronica says that 17 students either recommitted 
their lives, or gave them to Christ for the first time this summer.  
“It was something I hadn’t anticipated,” she says. The program 
includes Bible studies, worship nights, staff mentoring nights, and 
small group discipleship, in addition to all of the academic curriculum.

Interested in a career in criminal justice, Irving says he has gained 
confidence in his abilities through BRIDGE. He adds, “Being here
gives minority students the fire to be able to keep going and to not let 
negative influences affect how we do in school, or get in the way of 
our dreams.”  

As part of the second-year program, Irving developed ideas for an 
outreach project that he hopes to implement next summer in his own 
community. “Where I live, there’s trash everywhere, and five kids 
have been hit recently by cars in the parking lot,” he says. He hopes to 
build community through a children’s program that will teach safety 
and responsibility. 

Being here gives minority 
students the fire to be able 
to keep going and to not let 
negative influences affect 
how we do in school, or get  
in the way of our dreams.” 
— Irving Ruiz 

“

At the end of the first week

of the BRIDGE program, the 

students tried the Lincoln Marsh 

ropes course, a team building 

exercise that many also found 

personally challenging. “For 

some, this became the highlight 

of the summer, especially if they 

were able to overcome a fear of 

heights,” says BRIDGE director, 

Veronica Ponce Navarrete ’08. 

The Lincoln Marsh Natural Area—

146 acres of prairie, woodlands, 

and savannas—is a facility of the 

Wheaton Park District. 
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“All of us have been tempted and can recall some of those difficult 
situations, but if we dwell under the secret place of the most High, God 
will see to it that Satan will never lead us astray so that we become a  
blot upon the ministry that God wants in this world through Christ.” 
President J. Richard Chase, Decision, February 1986

26    W I N T E R   2 0 1 1

F

82306_12-33.indd   26 12/2/10   5:34 AM



A nationally recognized educator, President J. Richard Chase guided the 
course of two premier Christian colleges, Biola and Wheaton, for more 
than a decade each. His memorial service took place at his home church, 
First Baptist of Wheaton, on September 4, 2010. His granddaughter  
Anna Jordan read the family tribute, which she wrote together with her 
father, Dr. Kenneth Chase, chair of communication at Wheaton.
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scribbling words wherever he was. If you were a preacher and Papa was 
ever in your congregation, looking intently at you while jotting notes, 
the family secret is that he probably was only half listening. He would 
take an idea or a verse from you as inspiration and then run with it, 
sketching an outline for his next chapel address or devotional. 

When my dad and aunt were very young, sitting with Papa in the 
pew of Redeemer Covenant Church in Downy, California, Papa wasn’t 
even taking notes; he was sketching, usually a horse, to keep his children 
amused so that they would sit still during the sermon. And when he 
wasn’t sitting in the pew during those early family years, he was filling 
in at the pulpit. My dad and aunt, without horse sketches to keep them 
awake, would lean into Grammy’s lap and sleep, while Papa’s words of 
faith would gently seep into their heads. 

Papa’s uncommon eloquence, with a resonance and melody that gave 
sweet sleep for the youngest, would stir others to greater devotion and to 
a love of Scripture. He was a great preacher, and it saddens me that Papa’s 
early battle with cancer and what would eventually be diagnosed as 
dementia, took preaching away from him at a relatively young age. My 
sister, Elizabeth, recently posted on her blog that Papa had shared with 
her, in his own way, how frustrating this was. “I have so many things  

or me, and for all of my family, today is about being thankful. 
When people are confronted with death, so often there are 
mixtures of emotions—bitterness, grief, disappointment, 
longing for something more—and all of those emotions are 

normal. But as I’ve reflected on Papa’s life, the experiences I shared 
with him, and the support our family has received since his passing, 
my heart is filled with deep gratitude and thankfulness. 

We are grateful that so many of you could be with us today to share 
memories of my grandfather, whom I’ve always called Papa. This 
means a great deal to us.

We also give thanks for Grammy. My grandmother Mary is an 
extraordinary and godly woman. Papa and Grammy had a wonderful 
marriage, and we are blessed to have seen it in action. Thank you 
Grammy, for being resilient, courageous, fun, and so loving. We know 
that Papa’s public persona would be less than half of what it is without 
God’s gracious gift of your life. We love you.

Most importantly today, we are so thankful for Papa. As you know, 
Papa’s public life was all about words—he studied them in his graduate 
program, taught them as a college professor, and uttered lots of them 
in his more than two decades as a college president. He would be 

 Underthe
Shadowof

thealmighty

wheaton ’S Sixth preSident,
dr. J. richard chaSe, entered the preSence of oUr lord 

on aUgUSt 20, 2010, at 79 yearS of age.
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I want to say to everyone, but I just can’t,” he said. We are thankful
that he is able to say them again now, in heaven, and that we will talk 
with him there someday.

Papa’s immersion in words is only part of the story. He was raised on 
Chase Brothers’ dairy farm, still in operation in Camarillo, California, 
and God used this unlikely beginning to form a servant who knew that 
words must be backed with action, and that rolling up your sleeves is  
the best way to get things done. 

We loved hearing Papa’s early life stories—about Christmas during the 
Depression when his only gift was an orange, or when he was pulled over 
by a policeman on a California state highway while his own dad slept on 
the passenger side of the truck. Papa wasn’t speeding; the police officer just 
figured that a boy who looked 10, and was 10, probably didn’t have a license. 

On a dairy farm, where the equipment inevitably breaks, everyone 
pitches in, and the work is never done, it simply makes no sense to  
be arrogant or self-important when milking a cow, fixing a fence, bailing 
hay, or repairing tractors.

By God’s masterpiece of grace, Papa became a man who believed, at the 
very core of his being, that others truly were more important than him. 
And this translated into his leadership style, of course, which reflected 
Christ. He would take a tough administrative stand, not because he 
wanted to assert himself, but because he would see what that stand would 
mean in the lives of others—those who would benefit as a result.

s a family, we remember that his love language was 
fixing stuff—doing something for us so that we could do 
something greater. We are thankful that he loved us through 
fixing broken appliances, changing the oil in our cars, 

improving the grip on our golf swing, playing a silly song on the piano, 
building toys out of wood. Thank you to Papa for teaching me how to 
drive a car, how to drive a boat, how to ski (sort of ), how to shoot a 
basketball, and (with the help of Grammy) how to make spaghetti for a 
large group. Thank you for demonstrating humility and faith, for being a 
servant leader, and for helping me become the woman I am today.

I am so thankful that I had the privilege of a Papa who loved others so 
dearly. Even though these past two weeks have been difficult, they have 
also been filled with joy and thankfulness to God for the privilege of 
spending our lives with someone who truly “looked not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

Editor’s note: Read more about the life of Dr. Chase on page 45 and at
wheaton.edu/chase

“If you read the New Testament, what’s the essence of the 
Beatitudes? It’s not the message of leadership that  
we get from corporate America. It talks about patience, 
kindness, and self-control. President Chase was a  
man of integrity whose leadership style showed clear  
evidence of the fruit of the Spirit.” 
Dr. Samuel A. Shellhamer, Vice President of Student Development, retired
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OTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
CAMPAIGN REPORT WINTER 2011

The Promise goa l — 92% fulfilled

A new science center, faculty-to-
student mentoring, a renovated arts 
building, evangelism, an addition 
for Edman Chapel, endowed 
scholarships—these are just a few 
of the ambitious initiatives set out 
by the unprecedented $260-million 
Promise of Wheaton campaign. 

$238,128,664 given to date*

56% of undergraduate alumni have given

$138,100,000 given by alumni

90 households have given  
$500,000 or more, 

totaling 63% of gifts and pledges

140 new endowed scholarships

$31,500,000 given by  
businesses, foundations, organizations

*as of September 30, 2010

I want to say to everyone, but I just can’t,” he said. We are thankful
that he is able to say them again now, in heaven, and that we will talk 
with him there someday.

Papa’s immersion in words is only part of the story. He was raised on 
Chase Brothers’ dairy farm, still in operation in Camarillo, California, 
and God used this unlikely beginning to form a servant who knew that 
words must be backed with action, and that rolling up your sleeves is  
the best way to get things done. 

We loved hearing Papa’s early life stories—about Christmas during the 
Depression when his only gift was an orange, or when he was pulled over 
by a policeman on a California state highway while his own dad slept on 
the passenger side of the truck. Papa wasn’t speeding; the police officer just 
figured that a boy who looked 10, and was 10, probably didn’t have a license. 

On a dairy farm, where the equipment inevitably breaks, everyone 
pitches in, and the work is never done, it simply makes no sense to  
be arrogant or self-important when milking a cow, fixing a fence, bailing 
hay, or repairing tractors.

By God’s masterpiece of grace, Papa became a man who believed, at the 
very core of his being, that others truly were more important than him. 
And this translated into his leadership style, of course, which reflected 
Christ. He would take a tough administrative stand, not because he 
wanted to assert himself, but because he would see what that stand would 
mean in the lives of others—those who would benefit as a result.

s a family, we remember that his love language was 
fixing stuff—doing something for us so that we could do 
something greater. We are thankful that he loved us through 
fixing broken appliances, changing the oil in our cars, 

improving the grip on our golf swing, playing a silly song on the piano, 
building toys out of wood. Thank you to Papa for teaching me how to 
drive a car, how to drive a boat, how to ski (sort of ), how to shoot a 
basketball, and (with the help of Grammy) how to make spaghetti for a 
large group. Thank you for demonstrating humility and faith, for being a 
servant leader, and for helping me become the woman I am today.

I am so thankful that I had the privilege of a Papa who loved others so 
dearly. Even though these past two weeks have been difficult, they have 
also been filled with joy and thankfulness to God for the privilege of 
spending our lives with someone who truly “looked not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

Editor’s note: Read more about the life of Dr. Chase on page 45 and at
wheaton.edu/chase

“If you read the New Testament, what’s the essence of the 
Beatitudes? It’s not the message of leadership that  
we get from corporate America. It talks about patience, 
kindness, and self-control. President Chase was a  
man of integrity whose leadership style showed clear  
evidence of the fruit of the Spirit.” 
Dr. Samuel A. Shellhamer, Vice President of Student Development, retired

82306_12-33.indd   29 11/19/10   8:53 PM



You Hold the Promise
The final National Promise Event of The Promise of Wheaton took place November 4, 

in Schaumburg, Illinois. About 500 alumni, faculty, staff, and friends gathered to thank 

Dr. Duane Litfin for his 17 years of service, to meet President Philip Ryken, and to 

celebrate what God has done, is doing, and will continue to do in and through the lives 

of Wheaton College families and students.

Wheaton Associates and Parents Council Chaircouple David ’80 and Melinda Korell 

Queen ’82, parents of Catherine ’11 and Rebecca ’14, spoke at the event, sharing a 

little from their own experiences as Wheaton students, alumni, and parents. Speaking 

specifically about a favorite professor, David said, “While at Wheaton, Dr. Gerald 

Hawthorne inspired us to think deeply and critically about God’s Word. He modeled for 

us what it meant to honor God through our vocations.”

Melinda read a recent email from Rebecca, who wrote, “Not only am I being 

challenged in my classes, but every day I am encouraged in my faith. I hear the truth 

of God’s love and forgiveness in so many conversations. It blows me away.”

gift/pledge*	 initiative																 		campaign	goal

$		50.7M	 The	Sciences	/	New	Science	Center	 $84.0M

$		13.3M	 The	Arts	/	Adams	Hall	and	Edman	 $24.0M

$		13.7M	 The	Library	/	Hastert	Center	 $14.0M

$		 2.8M	 Faculty-to-Student	Mentoring	 $18.0M

$		 0.4M	 Beyond-the-Classroom	Learning	 $3.0M

$	 	1.3M	 Evangelism	 $2.0M

$		27.8M	 Endowed	Scholarships	 $30.0M

$		27.8M	 The	Wheaton	Fund	 $27.0M

$	 	58.2M	 Planned	Giving		 $40.0M

$	 42.1M	 Other	purposes	 $18.0M

$		238.1M	 The	Promise	of	Wheaton	campaign*	 $260.0M

shape	the		
whole	
student		
for	Christ

keep	
Wheaton		
affordable

campaign	
total

provide		
excellent		
academic	
experience

giving summary 

*Total	received	as	of	6.30.10	includes	$4.1M	in	undesignated	funds.

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E A T O N

news

The couple noted that Wheaton is  

strong “because Jesus Christ  

continues to be the focal point.” 

As the deadline for The Promise of  

Wheaton draws near, please pray that  

the College would continue to remain  

true to its mission, that God would  

continue to provide, and that this generation  

would be faithful in supporting the generations to come. 

Science Center Earns Gold
Wheaton’s new 134,000-square-foot Science Center earned a Gold rating in 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) from the U.S. Green Building 

Council. 

The U.S. Green Building Council’s program is intended to promote environmentally 

friendly design, construction, and operation of buildings. According to McGraw-Hill 

Construction, green buildings now account for nearly one-third of new construction in 

the United States. 

To earn this internationally recognized LEED certification, the Science Center was 

designed and built with careful attention to energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 

emissions reduction, indoor environmental quality, and stewardship of resources and 

sensitivity to their impacts. 

The new building was built on a previously developed site using recycled steel, brick, 

and acoustical tile, as well as regionally produced materials including steel, concrete 

foundation walls, brick, sealants, and paints. Additionally, 70 percent of the building’s 

electricity comes from a provider of renewable energy, and the building’s mechanical 

energy recovery system will save enough heat each winter to heat a 45,000 

square-foot elementary school. Landscaping plants are native to the region. 

 “A Gold LEED rated science building is a tremendous milestone for us in 

sustainability for two reasons,” says campus architect Bruce Koenigsberg of the  

$62 million facility. “First it is very challenging to accomplish this in a science building 

that consumes so much energy. Second, it reinforces and teaches our values of 

creation care and stewardship. We are grateful to all of the design and construction 

team members who made this possible.”

The building was designed by George Marsh of Payette & Associates of Boston and 

John Ochoa of FGM Architects in Oak Brook, Illinois. Turner Construction was the 

contractor for the project.

The Science Center is the second LEED-certified building on campus. The renovated 

Memorial Student Center completed in 2004 received a LEED Silver rating. 
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Science Center Dedication
With science classes and research already underway, the College community 
paused on October 1, 2010, to dedicate the new Science Center with an all-day open house and 
an afternoon ceremony. 

Dean of Natural and Social Sciences Dr. Dorothy Chappell said, “This building will accelerate 
achievement in the sciences, mathematics, computer science, and general education for the glory 
of God, while attracting and cultivating students for future careers.”

The schedule of events for the day included dedications of research laboratories, lecture halls,  
and classrooms—some in honor of influential professors such as mathematics professors,  
Dr. Robert L. Brabenec (emeritus) and Dr. Terence H. Perciante. 

With the dedication of each room, stories unfolded, such as the story of Barbara Burda Eckelmann 
’51 and her late husband, Dr. Walter Eckelmann ’51, who met as freshman in the Wheaton chemistry 
laboratory, and now have a research laboratory at the new Science Center named in their honor. 

“I wanted to do something in my husband’s memory,” Barbara says, noting that they worked 
together at Columbia University after college, doing research on radioactive fallout for  
the government, among other things. After graduate school, Walter went on to work in global 
management for Exxon, and Barbara notes, “Wheaton was the basis for our careers in science, 
and for our very happy and successful 57 years of married life.” 

1 5 0 . W H E A T O N . E D U

A research laboratory is dedicated to Barbara Eckelmann ’51 and her late 
husband, Dr. Walter Eckelmann ’51, both science majors at Wheaton.  
The couple’s three children, Carol Marshall, Bryan Eckelmann ’84, and 
Robert Eckelmann also attended the October 1 ceremony. 

Dr. Robert L. Brabenec (left) Professor of Mathematics Emeritus 

To see more photos of the dedication, go to wheaton.edu/promise/slideshow/

      31

A gift to Wheaton College from Elaine Arison Maxwell ’51, this sculpture of a life-sized  
infant being lifted high now graces the second floor of the atrium of the Science Center. 

The sculpture was first a gift to Elaine and her late husband, Dr. James Howard Maxwell ’52,  
an obstetrician and gynecologic surgeon who performed emergency surgery for the  
artist while she was visiting the United States. Kokkin invited the Maxwells to visit a show  
of her work, and to choose any piece for their home. This sculpture prompted a deep  
emotional response from the couple, as they lost their only son, Jack, as a newborn. 

Because Jim felt strongly that one of the purposes of good art is to touch the soul, the couple 
purposefully selected this sculpture for their home, where it had a healing presence for years. 

 At the Science Center dedication, the couple’s son-in-law, Wheaton College President Philip 
Ryken, explained the significance of this gift for the College. He said, “The sculpture fits  
beautifully in the atrium, designed to reach from the depths of the earth to the stars, as it 
serves as a reminder of human beings as the pinnacle of creation, the very image of God.

“My prayer is that the sculpture will make a strong pro-life statement that affirms the  
beauty and dignity of the people God has made in his image, and also that it may serve as a 
tangible sign of God’s sovereign care for Wheaton families who have lost young children.”

Elaine Arison Maxwell ’51 with the bronze cast of a 
sculpture titled, “In God’s Hands,” by Scandinavian artist 
Kirsten Kokkin. The original was cast for the baptistery  
at the Borge Church in Lofoten, Norway.

Sculpture Completes Atrium Display
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Katie Ryan ’11

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E A T O N

s the daughter of two Wheaton biology majors, Martha 
Nelson Ryan ’76 and David Ryan ’75, and the sister  
of another, Julia ’11, the question was not if, but when  
I would declare my science major at Wheaton. Growing up, 

homecoming weekends were spent ogling Perry Mastodon in all his 
rotational, prehistoric glory, as my parents recounted stories  
of Dr. John Leedy’s antics at the Black Hills science station or their 
memories of Dr. Nelson’s infamous organic chemistry class.

After starting my own studies at Wheaton, I began to realize that my 
parent’s anecdotes did not begin to do Wheaton’s sciences justice.  
As a premed student, it quickly became clear to me that Wheaton  
is a place of academic excellence, and that the men and women who 
teach here passionately seek after God, finding Him in the intricacies  
of His creation.

And here we stand today to dedicate a building that now rivals the 

Science Center Dedication

One Student, On Behalf of All Those Who Will Come After . . . 
by Katie Ryan ’11, a premed student from Cincinnati, Ohio

“ AIn 2 Chronicles 7:3 it reads, ‘And [they] gave 
thanks to the LORD, saying, “For he is good, for 
his steadfast love endures forever.”’ Today I would 
like to echo these words, and to offer thanks 
on behalf of the student body to all those who 
through God’s good gifts made this fantastic  
facility possible.”
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quality of the faculty it houses. As I was thinking of what I could add to 
this dedication ceremony, my mind drifted back to another dedication—
that of the temple that Solomon built. While that occasion and this  
differ quite substantially, there was one part of this account that caught 
my attention. In 2 Chronicles it reads, “And they gave thanks to the 
Lord, saying ‘He is good. His steadfast love endures forever.’”

Today I would like to echo these words, and to offer thanks on behalf  
of the student body to all those who through God’s good gifts made this 
fantastic facility possible.

To those who made the building a financial reality, we thank you.  
It is through your generosity that we may continue pursuing excellence 
in the sciences at Wheaton. Dr. Litfin, we want to thank you especially,  
for championing the fundraising of this building and devoting your time 
and energy to financing a facility which will not only improve the  
quality of instruction and research, but will also draw interest from other 
faculty and students who desire to study science at the highest caliber.

To those who put their time into designing, crafting, and constructing 
this facility: we cannot express how much your thoughtfulness means to 
us. To Dean Chappell, we thank you for your exhaustive attention to  

the needs of students and faculty alike, working tirelessly to make sure 
that these needs were met.

The Wheaton College sciences have given me so much—an 
outstanding education that has prepared me for my future in the health 
sciences, research opportunities, lifelong friendships with students  
and faculty alike, and even a wonderful fiancé (we met in general 
chemistry class). It is my hope and prayer that in this building, future 
generations of Wheaton students might be able to pursue scientific 
study “For Christ and His Kingdom.” 

This new Science 
Center is unique 
in its informal and 
formal learning 
spaces, design of 
space for the new 
paradigms of science 
with customized 
classrooms and 
laboratories including  
collaborative student 
faculty research, 
spacious faculty 
offices, and special 
student spaces 
for study of God’s 
creation.” 
Dr. Dorothy Chappell, Dean of 
Natural and Social Sciences
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Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Vice President for 
Advancement and 
Alumni Relations

This has been a monumental year for Wheaton College. Think with me:  

• Two of Wheaton’s eight presidents entered the presence of Christ. Dr. Hudson 

T. Armerding, our fifth president died on December 1 at age 91. And our sixth 

president, Dr. J. Richard Chase, died at age 79, on August 20.

• Our eighth president, Dr. Philip G. Ryken, was inaugurated on September 17, 

2010—17 years to the day from the inauguration of Dr. Duane Litfin,  

on September 17, 1993. Another interesting fact: President Chase was also 

inaugurated on September 17, in 1982.

• The year 2010 marked 150 years since the founding of Wheaton. In 1859, 

educator, pastor, and abolitionist Jonathan Blanchard accepted a call to become 

president of the Illinois Institute. Housed in a solitary structure on a rise above the 

prairie swamp, the tiny school struggled to survive and maintain its founding ideals. 

Yet, despite its challenges, President Blanchard saw its promise. On January 9, 

1860, he renamed it, and Wheaton College emerged from its humble roots.

You, as an alumnus or friend of the College, are a stakeholder in the history  

and future of Wheaton. You stand in that train of women and men who have been 

shaped by Wheaton, and you are part of the legacy of the College.

Your life is a marker, a witness to God’s grace in a small but not insignificant part  

of His kingdom. Celebrate, surely. And thank God for His mercy and grace in 

the lives of more than 42,000 living men and women who count as part of their 

heritage, a formative time as students on the campus of Wheaton College.

We are grateful to God for you. Your light, reflecting the glory of His light, is a 

witness to a watching world of His grace. May the Lord grant you many years of 

fruitful service to Christ. This is, after all, why the College exists. It is also why we 

take joy in serving you, to the extent we are able.  

Please keep telling us stories of God’s grace to you in service to Christ. We will 

continue to share those stories, not for Wheaton’s glory, but for His.

meet your new Board members 
Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors
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The  
Alumni 
Association 
Distinguished 
Service  
to Society 
Award

Erin Hoekstra ’04 most recently served as the 
director of operations on the Hoekstra for Governor 
campaign in Michigan. She previously worked at the 
American Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C., 
before relocating back home to support her father’s 
run for governor. Erin has been an enthusiastic 
alumni volunteer in Washington, D.C., and enjoys 
tennis, running, hiking, reading and scrapbooking.

Marc Boatwright ’87 lives in Paradise Valley, 
Arizona, and is a portfolio manager for ING Investment 
Management. He coordinates the Wheaton Club of 
Phoenix, coaches little league baseball and enjoys 
hiking, camping and snow skiing in the mountains 
with his family. Marc and his wife, Betsy, have four 
children: Dorothea (13), William (10), Catherine (7), 
and Emma (3). 

Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75 is an account manager 
for Pathmaker Marketing and is the former executive 
editor of The Presidential Prayer Team. She and her 
husband, Scot ’74, coordinated the Wheaton Club of 
Tucson for many years before moving to Naperville. 
The Gillans have four children: Grady, Cooper, Kelly 
Gillan Johnston ’06 (married to Gregory Johnston 
’06), and Lucas.

Christopher Yuan M.A. ’07 teaches at Moody Bible 
Institute and speaks locally and internationally to 
those working through issues of sexuality and HIV/
AIDS. Christopher is featured in the award-winning 
documentary, HOPE Positive: Surviving the Sentence 
of AIDS.

meet your new Board members 
Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors

The Alumni Board consists of 18 alumni representing every decade from 1960 through 
2000. These new directors have been appointed to serve a four-year term that began 
July 1, 2010. Alumni Board members are selected by the existing Board through a formal 
nomination process. All alumni are invited to submit nominations for open positions by 
sending a completed form to the Nominating Committee. Forms can be found under “Alumni 
Association” at alumni.wheaton.edu

alumni .wheaton.edu

The Alumni Association Distinguished 
Service to Society Award has been given 
to a deserving alumnus or alumna every year 
since 1953. In part, the policy states that:

Nominee’s life and conduct should reflect 
Christian character based on biblical principles.

Nominee’s career should be characterized by 
outstanding accomplishments in his or her 
profession. This fact should be recognized by 
peers as well as by persons from other fields of 
service. While national recognition may be an 
indication of contribution to society, significant 
service may also go largely unnoticed.

It must be evident that the nominee integrates 
Christian faith into his or her work.

When the achievement of a married couple 
is so integrated and dependent upon one 
another’s service, they will receive a combined 
award.

The nominee must be present at Alumni 
Weekend in May to receive the award publicly.

Recent awardees include: 
Dr. Wayne “Coach” Gordon ’75 
Dr. Greg Livingstone ’62, M.A. ’68 and  
  Sally Coltman Livingstone ’62 
Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A. ’60 
Dr. Arthur J. Ammann ’58 
Elizabeth Fletcher Isais ’49

  All alumni are invited to submit  
 nominations for this award. 

 

   Forms are available online at:  
   alumni.wheaton.edu (click on  
  “Alumni Association,” then   
  “Distinguished Service Awards”)  
   or call the Alumni Relations   
   office at 630.752.5049. 

• 

• 
 
 
 

 
 
• 

• 
 
 

•
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Homecoming Weekend photo album 
2 Daniel Lie ’05, Mike Earl ’05, Ramon Rodriguez ’05, Mark Swanson ’05, 

David Self ’05. 5 At halftime of the football game, the Alumni Association, 

represented by Executive Director Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 and Board 

President Tim Stoner ’82, honored Dr. Mary Hopper ’73 with the Distinguished 

Service to Alma Mater award. 6 President Ryken ’88 and Homecoming 

Chapel speaker, Kurt Keilhacker ’85. 7 Student Homecoming Committee: (row 

1) Brittany Gaddy ’12, Marissa Rivas ’13, Valerie Wright ’13, Emily Wilcox ’13, 

Darlene Campos ’12, Amy Nussbaum ’11; (row 2) Sarah Franklin Crose ’02, M.A. 

’06, Julie Flaherty ’13, Libby Strachan ’13, Sarah Kerner ’12, Christi Sheehy ’11; 

(row 3) Eric Youn ’11, David Wynne ’11, Jeremy Browning ’13.

save the date
alumni weekend
may 6-7, 2011 
Watch for details in the mail, online at alumni.wheaton.edu,  

or contact Alumni Relations at 630.752.5047.

Classes celebrating reunions: 1936, 1941, 1946, 1951, 1956, 

1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981
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For some alumni, Homecoming means it’s time to 
take on the varsity swimmers.
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by Ruby Thomas

Stephen Norton ’85 (left) swam  
in his 30th alumni swim meet,  
hosted annually by Coach  
Jon Lederhouse ’74, during 
Homecoming weekend.

While a varsity swimmer at Wheaton, 
Stephen Norton ’85 set a school record that has never been 
broken—the 5,000-yard butterfly—three miles’ worth  
of swimming. His coach, Jon Lederhouse ’74, will tell you that 
Steve, like most Wheaton swimmers, loves a challenge. 

But Steve is first and foremost a racer. So naturally, when  
the men’s swim team inaugurated their annual alumni vs. varsity 
swim meet in the fall of 1980, Steve, a freshman, showed 
up—ready to compete. 

“On the varsity team, I couldn’t let some old codger beat me,”  
he jokes. “Now I am the old codger.” Steve swam in his  
30th alumni meet this October, having never missed the event. 
He comes back every Homecoming weekend to catch up with 
old teammates and discover what new stories of past pranks and 
mischief Coach Lederhouse has decided to share with his varsity 
kids. But, of course, Steve also comes to race.

This alumni meet, which takes place at the Sports and Recreation 
Complex, became a coed event in the late 1980s. It consists of 
10 short races with five relays, each with four members that swim 
a 50-yard lap (once to the end of the pool and back).

Coach Lederhouse, who has led the swim team for 31 years, 
describes the early morning scene at Chrouser Pool as “a chaotic 
circus.” He never knows if 15 or 40 alumni will show up. Five 
minutes before the start of the event, alumni are still arriving, 
looking for swimsuits to wear. Jon, while trying to remember 
names, organizes the relays, sometimes pitting siblings against 
each other. 

Jon doesn’t bother even trying to control the chaos. “This 
particular contest is competition for fun and rivalry,” he says. “We 
don’t follow standard swim meet order—this has a few variations 
to it.” For one thing, the alumni always win. 

This tradition dates back to the alumni meet of 1983, when the 
alumni beat the varsity team head-to-head, 62-58, in a legitimate 
contest that came down to the last relay, with the alumni  
out-touching the varsity. Later that year, the varsity men were 
ranked in the top five nationally, based on their December  
race performances. “That prompted an extreme outpouring of 
alumni braggadocio,” Jon recalls. “The alumni vowed that they 
would never lose to the varsity team, and for 27 years, the  
alumni have not lost. 

“How can this be?” he asks with an impish smile. “I determine the 
scoring system. Just like Chicago politics, the scoring is rigged.”  

With victory assured, it’s no wonder that Wheaton’s wettest 
Homecoming tradition continues drawing alumni year after year.

Back in the Swim
For some alumni, 
Homecoming means 
it’s time to take on  
the varsity swimmers.
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Alumni and friends in Portland, Oregon,  
get together for an annual summer picnic  
to welcome incoming students. 

Why make time  
to come to a  
Wheaton Club event?  
For any number of reasons—perhaps one of these:

Do you miss hanging out with fellow Wheaties  
and just need a little orange and blue?  

Did your kids go to Wheaton and you’d like to  
hear the latest campus news?  

Did you hope to return to campus for your class 
reunion this year but couldn’t make it?  

Join us for a Club event, and you might be 
pleasantly surprised to see how many Wheaton 
friends live in your area. 

Here’s a sneak peek of a few events 
we’re planning for the 2011 spring season. 
Check our event calendar (alumni.wheaton.
edu/clubs) for the latest information.

Portland/Seattle March 11 President Philip Ryken ’88
 March 12 

St. Louis March 12 Faculty lecture with   
  Rev. Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt,   
  assistant professor of theology 
  and history of Christianity

New York City March Private tour of the Museum  
 (date TBD)  of Modern Art and lecture 
  with Dr. Joel Sheesley ’72, 
  professor of art

Ft. Myers March  9 Wheaton College Symphonic Band  
  Concert and Reception 
 
We look forward to seeing you at  
a Club event in your area soon! 

• 

• 

•

June 3-172011

Join us as we celebrate  
the 30th anniversary  
of the Wheaton Associates  
program

Following the 
footsteps of the 
Apostle Paul:
• Thessaloniki 
• Athens
• Ephesus  
Contact the Alumni Relations office  
at alumni.wheaton.edu
or Footstep Ministries at  
972.418.6103
www.footstepministries.org

gREECE 
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The sonorous notes
of an Oberthür pipe organ ascend to 

Auxerre Cathedral’s vaulted ceiling, 

filling the centuries-old Gothic sanctuary 

with music composed by Pierre Vidal. 

Organist Carolyn Shuster Fournier 

’78 gives the mighty instrument its 

voice on this late summer day, as a 

storm brews over Burgundy, France. 

Just as she releases the last chord 

of the Magnificat verse—“He throws 

the powerful from their thrones”—a 

resounding clap of thunder punctuates 

the line, astonishing Carolyn and her 

audience. Friends of the composer 

later inquired how she managed to 

arrange such a production.

Carolyn says the most powerful 

moments of her concerts actually lie 

in the “mysterious silences” within 

and between the pieces she plays. “I’ll 

never forget the emotional impact of the 

thirty seconds of silence that preceded 

the applause of my interpretation of 

J. S. Bach’s monumental Passacaglia 
in C Minor at the Monaco Cathedral,” 
she says. “God’s presence shines 

harmoniously through the peaceful and 

joyful communion shared both during 

the liturgy and in concerts. Before each 

concert and mass, it’s most important 

to be calm and receptive and to invoke 

the presence of the Holy Spirit.”

says, “I am proud to still be an American 

and would like to help maintain the close 

artistic exchanges that have developed 

between these two countries throughout 

the years.” 

Over her career, Carolyn has 

performed on beautiful historic 

organs throughout Europe and the 

United States, including the organ of 

Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris and 

the 400-year-old Compenius organ in 

the Royal Chapel in Fredericksborg, 

Denmark. “Like each person, 

each organ is unique, with its own 

personality. Organists must adapt 

to each console and acoustic, and 

choose varied, colorful registrations,” 

she says.

Of all the grand occasions for which 

she has played, the 2008 premiere 

After graduating from Wheaton, Carolyn 

moved to Paris in 1981 and lived for six 

years near Notre Dame, doing four hours 

of ironing each week in exchange for a 

small room that had only a sink with cold 

water. Though poor, she delighted in 

discovering Paris on foot, while studying 

French music and language. 

Since that unassuming start, she earned 

her doctorate in musicology from the 

Université de Tours, and has garnered 

accolades on both sides of the Atlantic 

for her published work, CD recordings, 

and performances throughout the 

world. For significantly contributing to 

the enrichment of the French cultural 

inheritance, Carolyn was awarded the 

distinction of Chevalier in the Order of 

Arts and Letters in 2007.

Though France has adopted her, she 

honoring the centenary of Olivier 

Messiaen’s birth, stands out. Carolyn, 

as titular of the Aristide Cavaillé-Coll 

choir organ at La Trinité Church since 

1989, worked with Messiaen and 

collaborated with him to found the 

church’s Thursday concert series. 

“Little did I know how much the 

spiritual dimension of this eminent 

composer would color my entire 

life,” she says. In fact, that influence 

stretches back to 1976, when Carolyn 

performed Messiaen’s “Outbursts of 

Joy” for her junior organ recital at 

Wheaton. 

“Spiritual artistic expression is a 

vital necessity, a true indicator that 

measures freedom in a society,” says 

the artist, who today enjoys sharing 

her love for music with Americans who 

come to Paris. 

The  
Mysterious 
Silences
by Ruby Thomas

How does world-renowned organist  
Carolyn Shuster Fournier ’78  
describe the most powerful moments  
of her illustrious career?
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realizing that this is probably what God 

wants me to do,” he says, and yet he 

knew he needed additional training.

Bohdan attended Wheaton College 

Graduate School as a Billy Graham 

Scholar. Witnessing the environment 

of the College and the integration of 

faith and learning in the classrooms, 

Bohdan developed a model for what he 

desired to accomplish upon his return 

home. Twelve years later, he now runs 

the largest Protestant educational 

institution in Slovakia, training those 

who he hopes will become the Christian 

leaders of the next era. 

The local church in Martin donated 

some buildings to get him started. 

“We prayed for 20 people to start and 

secretly set up the classrooms for 40. 

On the day when we collected the 

subscriptions, we had 84 people signed 

up,” Bohdan reflects. “We learned as 

we went. There was no pattern, no 

precedent.”

The Center for Christian Education in 

Christian under communist rule, Bohdan 

and his family faced persecution and 

discouragement.  

Then when the wall fell, the opportunity 

arose to open Christian schools, but 

Christian teachers were scarce. 

“I was fortunate enough—or blessed 

enough—to have a master’s degree in 

computer science—which had nothing 

to do with teaching of course, but at 

that time it didn’t matter.” Bohdan was 

hired to teach English in a new Christian 

school. “I just studied some English 

words and then the next day, I was 

teaching them to my students.” 

Despite feeling woefully unprepared, 

he quickly discovered the power of 

education—for good or for ill—in the 

lives of his students. “I found myself 

Martin began as a higher education 

program for equipping teachers and 

youth workers in a town that not long ago 

served as a military center, producing 

guns and tanks for the revolution. An 

elementary school was added as a lab 

school for the college students. Now 

the Center has several certification and 

bachelor’s degree programs, and the 

elementary school is among the top ten 

for student performance in the country.

“These little children,” Bohdan explains, 

“are not statistically all going to become 

church workers, but they are going to go 

out into their world as Christians. And 

that is a never-ending mission field. 

“It’s hard to measure the success of the 

center. I could show you the numbers, 

the buildings, the students, the 

programs—but what we are ultimately 

concerned with is what does it do to a 

society that has been denied this for 

so long? We want people to know the 

Truth so that they will be free to serve 

others.”

Renaissance in Martin
by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

After the fall of communism, one Slovakian alumnus envisions 
the spread of Christianity through the schools. 

In early September, the Center for Christian Education in Martin, Slovakia, dedicated its 
fifth building. At the celebration with Bohdan Hrobon M.A. ’98 (front), who runs the Center, 
are some of the parents and children of this new elementary school.

ˇ

alumni news
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A third-grade student
asks her parents as they sit for dinner 
one evening in Martin, Slovakia, “Why 
don’t we pray before eating?”

“What do you mean?” her mother replies.

“You fold your hands like this,” her 
young daughter demonstrates, “and 
you start to talk to God.” 

“Stories such as this are what 

drives us,” says Bohdan Hrobon 

M.A. ’98. Parents in Slovakia “grew 

up completely unchurched under 

communist administration. They don’t 

care about religion—but they care 

about their children. And they see their 

children changing and becoming more 

joyful.”

Bohdan is a sixth-generation Slovakian 

Lutheran pastor’s son. Growing up as a 

ˇ
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...generations...
2nd Generation. Row 1: Caroline Ryan (David ’75 and Martha Nelson Ryan

’76, parents); Olivia Doig (David ’87 and Tami Brooks Doig ’86, parents); Lauren Dodd 

(Kimberly King Dodd ’82, mother); Amanda Peters (Phillip ’88 and Tamera Stuart Peters 

’89, parents); Sarah Baker (Richard ’77 and Mary Patton Baker M.A. ’04, parents); 

David Palau (Kevin Palau ’85, father); Sylvi Thorstenson (Gina Wuflestad Thorstenson 

’85, mother); Elizabeth Loewer (Wesley ’85 and Jane Shirk Loewer ’84, parents); 

Hannah Taetzsch (Michael Taetzsch ’77, father); Jonathan Hensel (J. Peter ’82 and 

Robin Morgan Hensel ’81, parents); Stephen Zawicki (Linda Benson Zawicki ’78, 

mother); Victoria McKay (Rhonda Binkley McKay ’86, mother). Row 2: Bethany Ludens 

(Douglas ’91 and Rebecca Schultz Ludens ’91, parents); Lindsey Brigham (Andy 

’88 and Debbie Musil Brigham ’88, parents); Lauren Wilson (Thomas ’75 and Karen 

Custis Wilson ’76, parents); Molly Channon (William Channon ’72, father); Chelsey 

Long (Linda Chambers Long ’86, mother); Andrew Cochrum (Kent ’85 and Cindy Neff 

Cochrum ’85, parents); Erica Andres (Bruce Andres ’77, father); Kelsey Andres (Bruce 

Andres ’77, father); Beth Gleason (Paul ’85 and Ruth Smith Gleason ’85, parents); 

Susannah Saylor (Jonathan Saylor ’81, father); Jeffrey Linton (Philip ’77 and Janet 

Craven Linton ’78, parents); Sally Mindrebo (Norman ’80 and Peggy Berns Mindrebo 

’80, parents). Row 3: Ben Foster (James ’87 and Lora Bizzaro Foster ’87, parents); 

Justin Winchell (Leigh ’81, father); Justin Chae (Linda Oyer Chae ’80, mother); Bryson 

Walpus (Lesley Bryson Walpus ’83, mother); Philip Oster (David Oster ’86, father); 

Emily Chan (Barry ’83 and Julie Martin Chan ’83, parents); David Cramer (Paul ’80 

and Jeannette Thomas Cramer ’79, parents); Billy Berglund (Barry ’80 and Ann Alford 

Berglund ’79, parents); Michael Mawhorter (Steven Mawhorter ’80, father); John 

Patrick (James Patrick ’73, father); Kate Wildman (Brian ’85 and Shelly Hunt Wildman 

’85, parents); Ginny Melby (Scott Melby ’83, father); Matthew Vaselkiv (Mark ’80 and 

Kathy Hess Vaselkiv ’82, parents); Kathryn Brewer (Barbara Dold Brewer ’83, mother). 

4th, 5th, and 6th Generations. Row 1: Stephen Congdon (Rob

Congdon ’79, father; Roger Congdon ’40, grandfather; John 1900, M.A. 1901 

and Ellen Kellogg Congdon 1902, great-grandparents; Henry 1870 and Nora 

Blanchard Kellogg 1872, great-great-grandparents; Jonathan HON and Mary 

Bent Blanchard HON, great-great-great-grandparents); Robert Sawyer (James 

Sawyer ’76, father; James ’52 and Rosena Gearhart Sawyer ’52, grandparents; 

J. Milton ’31 and Marguerite Brokaw Bowman ’28, great-grandparents); Maddie 

Johnston (Andrew ’88 and Amy Ver Hoef Johnston ’88, parents; David ’63 and 

Joy Reid Johnston ’62, grandparents; Ray ’39 and Ruth Baumgartner Johnston 

’39, great-grandparents); Torunn Sweers (Colette Miller Sweers ’85, mother; 

Frederick ’58 and Marilyn Ammann Miller ’58, grandparents; Jerry ’56 and 

Joanne Mixter Sweers ’56, grandparents; Russell ’28 and Emilie Claus Mixter 

’29, great-grandparents); Melinda Schweitzer (John ’85 and Carol Carlson 

Schweitzer ’86, parents; Robert ’51, M.A. ’57 and Margaret Larson Carlson ’51, 

R.N. ’50, grandparents; C. Edwin Carlson ’28, great-grandfather; Reuben Larson 

L.L.D. ’54, great-grandfather). Row 2: Daniel Miller (Rhoda Congdon Miller ’87, 

mother; Roger Congdon ’40, grandfather; John 1900, M.A. 1901 and Ellen 

Kellogg Congdon 1902, great-grandparents; Henry 1870 and Nora Blanchard 

Kellogg 1872, great-great-grandparents; Jonathan HON and Mary Bent 

Blanchard HON, great-great-great-grandparents); Michael Kvam (Roger ’81 and 

Robyn Helm Kvam ’81, parents; Dick ’55 and Andrea Morken Helm ’58, grand-

parents; Roger, Sr. ’54 and Deborah Fierson Kvam ’54, great-grandparents; 

Bernice Stuver Frierson ’29, great-grandmother); Joel MacKinney (Theodore 

MacKinney ’80, father; Archie, Jr. ’51 and Shirley Schaefer MacKinney ’52, 

grandparents; Archie, Sr. ’27 and Doris Hoops MacKinney ’28, great-grand-

parents); Matthew McMillan (D. Mark ’85 and Bethany Johnston McMillan ’87, 

parents; David ’65 and Georgia Rizzotto Johnston ’65, grandparents; Donald ’62 

and Margaret Pigueron McMillan ’61, grandparents; Douglas ’37 and Barbara 

Pelley Johnston ’43, great-grandparents); Josiah Kietzman (Timothy ’81 and 

Laurel Irish Kietzman ’82, parents; Benjamin ’52 and Sylvia Sawyer Kietzman 

’53, grandparents; John ’21 and Kathleen Sears Sawyer ’21, B.M. ’23, M.Mus. 

’25, great-grandparents). Not pictured: Meghan Grant (Christopher ’82 and 

Julie Pollard Grant ’82, parents; C. William ’60 and Judy Wyngarden Pollard 

’60, grandparents; Myrna Reid Grant ’71, CERT ’04, grandmother; Clarence ’32 

and E. Elizabeth O’Hair Wyngarden ’34, great-grandparents); Hunter Thorson 

(Chad ’90 and Shauna Thomson Thorson ’92, parents; David ’70 and Beth Cole 

Thomson ’68, grandparents; George, Jr. ’41 and Winifred Wagner Cole ’45, 

great-grandparents; George Cole, Sr. HON ’41, great-great-grandfather).

3rd Generation. Row 1: Meghan Gegner (Joel ’89 and Kim Leuenberger Gegner ’89,

parents; Philip Gegner ’57, grandfather); Lucy Mentzer (Robin Dunkerton Mentzer ’75, mother; 

Thomas Dunkerton ’47, grandfather); Joel Miner (Robert Miner ’79, father; Jeannette Martig 

Thiessen ’49, grandmother; Jack ’42 and Mina Taylor Miner ’43, grandparents); Jessica Goeke 

(Dale Goeke ’76, father; Doug ’56 and Ruth Swanson Hall ’56, grandparents); Brittany Anderson 

(Sharon Schroeder Anderson ’80, mother; Eldon ’50 and Ramona Schacht Schroeder ’52, 

grandparents); Chelsea Mueller (Robert ’55 and Alice Mueller Jarf ’53, R.N. ’51, grandparents); 

Jenna Brown (Anne Scott Brown ’87, mother; Harold ’57 and Marjorie Rexilius Scott ’52, R.N. 

’50, grandparents); Kent Smith (Glenn ’85 and Bev Hohm Smith ’83, parents; Will ’52 and Virginia 

Raedeke Hohm ’52, grandparents). Row 2: Wes Davison (Ken M.A. ’87 Psy.D. ’98, father; Roy 

Comstock M.A. ’66, grandfather); Molly Placeway (Jim ’52 and Sue Van Sickle Shepley ’55, 

grandparents); Anna Dunkerton (Rick ’81 and Paige Pickering Dunkerton ’83, parents; Thomas 

Dunkerton ’44, grandfather); Stephanie Ribeiro (Katharine Merwald Ribeiro ’86, mother; Harold 

Merwald ’56, grandfather); Jocelyn Cox (Byron Cox ’83, father; LaVerne Nelson Cox ’49, grand-

mother); Lydia Gantz (Janice Lauber Gantz ’83, mother; Dick ’59 and Marilyn Duff Lauber ’59, 

grandparents; John Gantz ’54, grandfather); Rachel Merrifield (Scott Merrifield ’81, father; William 
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...generations...

Merrifield ’54, grandfather); Amanda Iglesias (David Iglesias ’80, father; Margaret Geiger Iglesias

’45, grandmother); Joshua Olsen (John Olsen ’85, father; Ivan Olsen ’61, grandfather); Payton 

Gibson (Jeff Gibson ’86, father; Dennis ’63 and Sharon Sprunger Gibson ’62, grandparents); 

Sadie Singer (Richard ’55 and Andrea Morken Helm ’58, grandparents). Row 3: Kelsey Mastin 

(Don ’49 and Jan Allen Parker ’48, grandparents); Robert Stadick (Bill ’84 and Judy Imes Stadick 

’87, parents; Jeanette Kittredge Stadick R.N. ’59, grandmother); Matt Lorier (Mary Cornelius 

Lorier ’79, mother; Priscilla Golonka Cornelius R.N. ’51, grandmother); Jessica Boyle (Richard 

Rossmaessler ’49, grandfather); Riley Mulhern (Kathleen Means Mulhern ’81, mother; James 

Means ’54, grandfather); Carl Kay (David ’86 and Jan Lehman Kay ’86, parents; Duane ’54 and 

Bonnie Neff Lehman ’55, grandparents; David ’54 and Carla Kunkel Kay ’61, grandparents); 

Christine Coley (David ’86 and Kathey Kaiser Coley ’86, parents; Walter Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D. ’58, 

grandfather; Elna Fisher Coley ’57, grandmother); Meghan Cuthbertson (David ’87 and Elizabeth 

Bergman Cuthertson ’87, parents; Virginia Bort Bergman ’48, grandmother); Trevor Krause (Roger 

’54 and Ruth Umstead Krause ’56, grandparents); Adam Fitzpatrick (Patrick ’86 and Sharon 

D’Andre Fitzpatrick ’86, parents; Jean D’Andre ’53, grandfather); Quentin Rynbrandt (Kevin ’83 

and Melinda Anderson Rynbrandt ’83, parents; Gordon Anderson ’57, grandfather). Row 4: Maris 

Hovee (Carol Edman ’79, mother; Victor ’50 and Dorothy Davis Edman ’51, grandparents; V. 

Raymond Edman, grandfather); Jessica Duttweiler (Rodney ’87 and Kathy Smith Duttweiler ’87, 

parents; Stan ’57 and Ginny Scull Smith ’57, grandparents); Kathryn Nussbaum (Tom ’88 and 

Barb Miller Nussbaum ’88, parents; Dean ’58 and Karen Connolly Miller ’63, grandparents; Jack 

Nussbaum ’55, grandfather); Jesse Bulicek (Tim ’81, M.A. ’86, and Teri Bulicek Murphy M.A. 

’83, parents; Joseph Bulicek ’58, grandfather); Carl Larsen (Tom Leafstrand ’53, grandfather); 

Jonathan Burdett (C. William ’60 and Judy Wyngarden Pollard ’60, grandparents; Clarence ’32 

and Elizabeth O’Hair Wyngarden ’34, great-grandparents); Judson Aulie (Jud ’60 and Barbara 

Kersey Aulie ’79, parents; Wilbur Aulie ’41, grandfather); Andrew Limkeman (Daniel Limkeman 

’80, father; Kenneth Limkeman ’52, grandfather); Nathaniel Schleicher (Karen Weber Schleicher 

’88, mother; Clifford ’62, M.A. ’70, and Mary Fisher Weber ’65, grandparents); Shelby Patty (Jim 

’53 and Marian Larson Floyd ’52, grandparents); Alexandra Offerdahl (Vivian Hoover ’59, grand-

mother). Not pictured: Anna McClatchey (Scott ’81 and Anita Gathman McClatchey ’82, parents; 

Stuart ’58 and Anne White Gathman ’57, grandparents)

Cochrum ’85, parents); Erica Andres (Bruce Andres ’77, father); Kelsey Andres (Bruce

Andres ’77, father); Beth Gleason (Paul ’85 and Ruth Smith Gleason ’85, parents); 

Susannah Saylor (Jonathan Saylor ’81, father); Jeffrey Linton (Philip ’77 and Janet 

Craven Linton ’78, parents); Sally Mindrebo (Norman ’80 and Peggy Berns Mindrebo 

’80, parents). Row 3: Ben Foster (James ’87 and Lora Bizzaro Foster ’87, parents); 

Justin Winchell (Leigh ’81, father); Justin Chae (Linda Oyer Chae ’80, mother); Bryson 

Walpus (Lesley Bryson Walpus ’83, mother); Philip Oster (David Oster ’86, father); 

Emily Chan (Barry ’83 and Julie Martin Chan ’83, parents); David Cramer (Paul ’80 

and Jeannette Thomas Cramer ’79, parents); Billy Berglund (Barry ’80 and Ann Alford 

Berglund ’79, parents); Michael Mawhorter (Steven Mawhorter ’80, father); John 

Patrick (James Patrick ’73, father); Kate Wildman (Brian ’85 and Shelly Hunt Wildman 

’85, parents); Ginny Melby (Scott Melby ’83, father); Matthew Vaselkiv (Mark ’80 and 

Kathy Hess Vaselkiv ’82, parents); Kathryn Brewer (Barbara Dold Brewer ’83, mother). 

3rd Generation. Row 1: Meghan Gegner (Joel ’89 and Kim Leuenberger Gegner ’89,

parents; Philip Gegner ’57, grandfather); Lucy Mentzer (Robin Dunkerton Mentzer ’75, mother; 

Thomas Dunkerton ’47, grandfather); Joel Miner (Robert Miner ’79, father; Jeannette Martig 

Thiessen ’49, grandmother; Jack ’42 and Mina Taylor Miner ’43, grandparents); Jessica Goeke 

(Dale Goeke ’76, father; Doug ’56 and Ruth Swanson Hall ’56, grandparents); Brittany Anderson 

(Sharon Schroeder Anderson ’80, mother; Eldon ’50 and Ramona Schacht Schroeder ’52, 

grandparents); Chelsea Mueller (Robert ’55 and Alice Mueller Jarf ’53, R.N. ’51, grandparents); 

Jenna Brown (Anne Scott Brown ’87, mother; Harold ’57 and Marjorie Rexilius Scott ’52, R.N. 

’50, grandparents); Kent Smith (Glenn ’85 and Bev Hohm Smith ’83, parents; Will ’52 and Virginia 

Raedeke Hohm ’52, grandparents). Row 2: Wes Davison (Ken M.A. ’87 Psy.D. ’98, father; Roy 

Comstock M.A. ’66, grandfather); Molly Placeway (Jim ’52 and Sue Van Sickle Shepley ’55, 

grandparents); Anna Dunkerton (Rick ’81 and Paige Pickering Dunkerton ’83, parents; Thomas 

Dunkerton ’44, grandfather); Stephanie Ribeiro (Katharine Merwald Ribeiro ’86, mother; Harold 

Merwald ’56, grandfather); Jocelyn Cox (Byron Cox ’83, father; LaVerne Nelson Cox ’49, grand-

mother); Lydia Gantz (Janice Lauber Gantz ’83, mother; Dick ’59 and Marilyn Duff Lauber ’59, 

grandparents; John Gantz ’54, grandfather); Rachel Merrifield (Scott Merrifield ’81, father; William 
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Protecting U.S. land and maritime borders is part of the job  
description for Barbara Bates Alexander ’77, who works for the  
Department of Homeland Security.

profile
including Deborah Meservy ’81;

seven grandchildren; and two great-

grandchildren.

Kenneth Larson ’50 died Jan. 

29, 2010. Surviving is his wife, 

Gwladys Howes Larson ’49.

Rosemary Arnold Lehman ’50

died Dec. 3, 2008. She lived in

Berne, IN, and is survived by her 

husband, Stuart ’50; a daughter, 

Heidi ’93; and a sister, Ruth Ann 

Joransen ’61.

Carrie Slack Lindskoog ’50 died 

June 11, 2006. She leaves her 

husband, John ’51, of Turlock, CA.

Roy Pearson, husband of 

Elizabeth Snyder Pearson ’50, 

died Nov. 8, 2008. Betty is a retired 

teacher who lives in Elmhurst, IL.

Otto Schoerner ’50 died May 18, 

2008, at the age of 101. He arrived 

in Shanghai, China, in 1931 to serve 

with China Inland Mission. Following 

a two-month trip across the Gobi 

Desert, he reached the province 

where he would minister for the next 

six years. Otto married Katharine 

Dodd Schoerner ’30 in 1938, 

alumni news

While a teenager attend-

ing Wheaton Bible Church, Barbara  

Bates Alexander ’77 heard a missionary 

speaker who made a lasting impression. 

She still remembers the stories of Viggo 

Olsen, a medical missionary and author 

of Daktar: Diplomat in Bangladesh, who 

described in detail the role one diplomat 

played in helping missionaries. 

“I knew then that my calling was to 

work in government service,” Barbara 

says. She also knew she would attend 

Wheaton College. The daughter of 

Hubert Bates ’51, M.A. ’56 and Mary 

Alice Bates hon (who worked in the

admissions and President’s offices), 

Barbara practically grew up on campus. 

“I didn’t even look anywhere else 

because Wheaton always felt right to 

me,” she says. While a student at the 

College, Barbara met and married Jim 

’76, and after completing graduate 

studies, she pursued a career in govern- 

ment service, working for 27 years as 

an intelligence officer with the Defense 

Intelligence Agency (DIA), and now for 

the last three years in the Department 

of Homeland Security’s Office of 

Intelligence as a member of the Senior 

Executive Service, the highest civilian 

rank in civil service. 

responsibilities; it has also provided her 

the opportunity to travel the world—

from most of Western Europe to Japan 

and South Korea. 

In management and leadership roles  

for the last 15 years, Barbara finds 

satisfaction in helping malfunctioning 

offices transform into ones with a clear, 

mission focus and with appropriate 

resources—places where people are 

given the opportunity to grow to their 

fullest potential. 

Barbara describes her time at Wheaton 

as a “touchstone.” She credits the Bible 

professors with offering “an amazing 

foundation” in theology and Scripture 

interpretation, and her advisor and 

lifelong mentor Dr. Mark Amstutz for his 

career guidance and “great teaching.” 

Often asked how her Christian faith 

impacts her life and work, Barbara 

says, “My responsibility is to follow 

Jesus and be the disciple He wants 

me to be.” When challenges come—

power grabs, unjust behavior, or 

stressful days with too much work and 

too little time or resources—she says, 

“That’s when we remember that we’re 

called just to be faithful. We leave the 

outcome to God.”

“In a 30-year career I’ve seen us go 

from a Cold War focus, where we 

looked at a bi-polar world, to a much 

more complex environment with 

transnational issues and non-state 

actors,” she explains. “Of course, 

we were all affected by the attacks 

on 9/11. I saw the smoke from the 

Pentagon from our office window 

at the main building of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency, and the DIA lost 

seven of our personnel in the attack.”   

Her work now encompasses providing 

intelligence support in protecting U.S. 

land and maritime borders; preparing 

for and responding to natural disasters; 

and working to ensure that security 

information is shared in order to 

combat all hazards and threats. 

Career highlights for Barbara have 

included getting a glimpse of our 

government’s inner workings as a 

young analyst—going to the Pentagon 

at 1 a.m. to prepare for a 3 a.m. pre-

brief, and then attending the 6 a.m. daily

intelligence briefing to the Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs. Additionally, working 

with intelligence offices at the military 

services and commands over the years 

has given her a deep appreciation 

for the military’s mission and 

The Insider
by Christy Heitger-Ewing

Meet the alumna  
who has been 
working for years 
on some of our 
nation’s most 
sensitive government 
programs. 
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When Leslie Nordman M.A. ’85 and his wife 
Esther decided to care for Alimo (right), a child 
with special needs abandoned in Nigeria, they 
had no idea that through this one act, they 
would later become part of Ministry of Mercy—
Nigeria’s largest orphanage today. 

profile

Leslie Nordman M.A. ’85
and his wife Esther met Alimo in 1979

during their second month in Nigeria. 

Esther found her sitting alone and 

naked, watching the world with wild 

eyes and pounding the ground with her 

fist. Subsisting on a diet of scavenged 

goat droppings, the child was six years 

old, but weighed only 17 pounds. 

Carrying her to the nearby village of 

Agala-Ate, the couple found that Alimo’s 

widowed and mentally challenged 

mother had finally grown weary of 

caring for her needy daughter, and the 

villagers, wanting to absolve themselves 

of any guilt, had declared that the child’s 

fate was now in the hands of Allah. With 

the villagers watching, Les played his 

guitar and sang songs praising Jesus, 

while Esther bathed Alimo. Then they 

carried her home.

Esther expected Alimo to die that night. 

But under the Nordmans’ care, she 

began to improve. In a few months, 

her baby teeth were replaced with an 

adult set. In time, she learned to walk 

and to eat with a spoon. Doctors later 

determined that Alimo suffered from 

microcephaly, a neurodevelopmental 

disorder linked to an undersized skull.

Soon other handicapped children began 

finding their way to the Nordmans’ 

door. But Igalaland, Nigeria—deep 

within the steamy Benue River Valley—

proved brutal to Les’ constitution. Often 

bedridden with malaria and hepatitis, 

Les also suffered depression as a 

side effect of the malaria medication. 

Esther, on the other hand, acclimated 

more easily, having grown up in Nigeria 

as the daughter of missionary parents. 

Overwhelmed with feelings of failure, 

Les says,  “I prayed for death. I’d been 

married only two years, and I was 

already an invalid.”

The couple had gone to Nigeria as 

teachers with the CMML Secondary 

School in Anyigba, with hopes of 

eventually transitioning into fulltime 

church planting. But Les’ health 

continued to deteriorate. In 1982, he 

was diagnosed with a highly debilitating

virus unknown to medical science. The 

couple had no choice but to begin 

packing. Tragically, the U.S. State 

Department refused Alimo a visa.

In spite of so much disappointment, 

change was in the air. “We didn’t 

know it at the time, but our actions had 

electrified the local people,” says Les.

In Spite of It All
by Dawn Kotapish ’92 

No stranger to disappointment and illness, Leslie Nordman 
M.A. ’85 watched the Holy Spirit spark a revolution of 
compassion in Nigeria that continues to bear fruit to this day.

“This way, it’s the  
 Lord Jesus Christ who  
 gets all the credit.”
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One of the first indications came when 

the Nordmans visited a tribal king 40 

miles away. Instead of requiring them 

to lie prostrate in the dust, the king—

or Onuh—rose, shook their hands, and 

seated them next to his throne. “We 

know all about you,” he said. “I’d like to 

meet Alimo.” Fluent in the local language, 

Esther overheard a man tell another: “You 

see those white folks over there? They’re 

preaching the ‘hot Gospel!’” 

To the Nordmans’ astonishment, a local 

mother later offered to care for Alimo in 

their absence—a gesture unheard of in 

Igala society. 

Events snowballed from there. A year 

later, Esther’s mother, Caroline Gross, 

returned to Nigeria. She legally adopted 

Alimo, caring for her and for numerous 

other disabled children for 10 years. 

In 1992, a local pastor and his sister 

founded Ministry of Mercy (MOM) in the 

small nearby village of Otutulu. Alimo 

and the other disabled children became 

MOM’s first residents.

MOM (ministryofmercy.org) is Nigeria’s 

largest orphanage today. Funded entirely 

by charitable donations, the ministry 

welcomes orphaned, abandoned, 

and handicapped children. Many staff 

members, like the albino “Aunties” 

who care for the youngsters, are 

themselves disabled or otherwise 

socially disenfranchised.

Although it took him 15 years to fully 

regain his strength, Les went on to 

earn an M.A. in theological studies 

from Wheaton in 1985. The experience 

helped him discover his latent creative 

talents, which he parlayed into a career 

as a freelance writer. Les has written for 

Walt Disney Television Animation and 

Mars Hill Productions. He’s also penned 

screenplays for feature films on the effects 

of HIV/AIDS and tribal warfare in Africa.

The parents of two adult children, 

the Nordmans currently live in Dallas. 

Les helps raise funds for the MOM 

orphanage, while Esther keeps the 

books for Partners in Joy, a mission 

that helps MOM. 

Les says,  “I may not be a church-planting 

missionary, but I accept myself as God 

made me. And this way, it’s the Lord 

Jesus Christ who gets all the credit.”

No stranger to disappointment and illness, Leslie Nordman 
M.A. ’85 watched the Holy Spirit spark a revolution of 
compassion in Nigeria that continues to bear fruit to this day. For more  than a century, 

people have given to wheaton  
through life income gifts

Life income gifts, such as gift annuities or charitable 
trusts, enable you to:

•	 	Advance	the	ministry	of	Wheaton	College	and	
influence	Wheaton	students

•	 Receive	fixed	income	for	life

•	 	Reduce	capital	gains	taxes	on	appreciated	property

•	 	Obtain	an	immediate,	partial	charitable	tax	deduction

“Our helpers have been broad-minded, large-hearted men and
women, who gave what they gave to the College not for personal

glory, but for the sake of the work it was seeking to do.”

—president charles blanchard (1915)

get started

Request	your	free	 Planning Your Gift	
booklet.	Contact	the	Office	of	Gift	Planning	
Services	at	1-800-525-9906,	630-752-5332,	
or	gift.plan@wheaton.edu	to	request	your	
free	booklet	today.
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facultybooks

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

Dr. Jeffrey P. Greenman, ed. / associate dean of biblical and 
theological studies
Dr. George Kalantzis, ed. / associate professor of theology
Life in the Spirit: Spiritual Formation in Theological Perspective
(InterVarsity Press, 2010)
Drs. Greenman and Kalantzis compile essays from the 2009 
Wheaton Theology Conference concerning the disciplines and 
practices of spiritual formation. Keynote speakers explored the 
larger biblical and theological framework that placed spiritual 
formation in clear relationship to the Person and work of the 
Holy Spirit and to our sanctification and spiritual maturity within 
the Christian church. These essays will be of interest to pastors, 
spiritual directors, ministry leaders, and Christian educators.  
Order faculty books from the Wheaton College Bookstore: online, 
www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, 
Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL  60187.

Dr. John H. Armstrong
adjunct professor of evangelism
Your Church is Too Small
(Zondervan, 2010)
Dr. Armstrong explores the historical basis 
for Christian unity, discusses restoring 
unity in today’s church, and looks to 
building a new paradigm for the future. 

Dr. Gary M. Burge
professor of biblical and theological 
studies
Jesus and the Land
(Baker, 2010)
Dr. Burge describes first-century Jewish/
Christian beliefs about the land of  
Israel to help readers develop a Christian 
theology of the land. 

Dr. Scottie May
associate professor of Christian formation 
and ministry
Listening to Children on the Spiritual
Journey
(Baker, 2010)
Dr. May joins Dr. Catherine Stonehouse 
in looking at spiritual life experiences 
of children to help those who teach and 
nurture to better serve young people.

Dr. Bruce Ellis Benson
professor and chair of the philosophy 
department
Words of Life: New Theological Turns in
French Phenomenology
(Fordham University Press, 2010)
These essays, compiled by Dr. Benson 
and Dr. Norman Wirzba, are concerned 
with “proper” phenomenology and the 
structure of phenomenology.

Dr. Sarah Borden Sharkey
associate professor of philosophy
Thine Own Self: Individuality in Edith
Stein’s Later Writings
(Catholic University of America Press,
2010)
Dr. Sharkey explores individual form 
in the later writings of Edith Stein—
German-Jewish philosopher, nun, and 
martyr.

Dr. John H. Walton
professor of Old Testament
The Bible Story Handbook: A Resource
for Teaching 175 Stories from the Bible
(Crossway, 2010)
Dr. Walton and his wife, Kim, present 
Bible lessons with seven elements: focus, 
theme, application, place, interpretational 
issues, historical/cultural background, and 
mistakes to avoid.
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Dr. Jeffrey P. Greenman, ed. / associate dean of biblical and 
theological studies
Dr. George Kalantzis, ed. / associate professor of theology
Life in the Spirit: Spiritual Formation in Theological Perspective
(InterVarsity Press, 2010)
Drs. Greenman and Kalantzis compile essays from the 2009 
Wheaton Theology Conference concerning the disciplines and 
practices of spiritual formation. Keynote speakers explored the 
larger biblical and theological framework that placed spiritual 
formation in clear relationship to the Person and work of the 
Holy Spirit and to our sanctification and spiritual maturity within 
the Christian church. These essays will be of interest to pastors, 
spiritual directors, ministry leaders, and Christian educators.  
Order faculty books from the Wheaton College Bookstore: online, 
www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, 
Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL  60187.

Amazing Love

What can we learn about God’s love 
from one foster child’s experience?

by Keri Wyatt Kent ’85

riends of mine recently welcomed a
four-year-old foster child into their 
home. Originally the child welfare 
organization told them Michael 
would stay with them and their four 
other children for about a month. 
Five months later, after a couple of 
attempts to place him back with 
his mother, he’s still living with my 
friends. 

The process has been messy and 
complicated. This little boy is sweet 
and cute, charming and winsome at 
times, angry and confused at other 
times. Sometimes he cuddles and hugs, 
but other times, he acts out—throwing 
things, scratching, hitting, and even 
biting. My friends have loved this 
child, even as he tries their patience, 
even as they sometimes despair over 
the difficulties his birth family faces—
poverty, illness, and so on. 

When they tuck him in at night, 
they ask him, “Michael, when God 
looks at you, what does He say?”  
And they have taught him to answer, 
“He says, ‘I sure do love that little 
boy!’” 

When Michael first came to them, 
he did not know the answer to  
the question. In fact, in his little 
four-year-old heart, they guess that 
Michael’s circumstances may have 
caused him to assume that if God 
looked at him at all, God would have 
said, “There’s a bad boy, so bad his 
mommy had to send him away.” But 
God says no such thing. And so this 

loving couple has taught Michael to 
replace the lies with truth. And the 
truth is, God sure does love that  
little boy. 

The truth is, God sure does love 
you, too. The question for many of us 
is, does God even look at us? Could 
He pick our face out of the crowd? Or 
does He just love us out of obligation, 
because He loves all people? Does He 
love us generally, along with all the 
other people in the world, or does He 
love us specifically, intimately?

Could it be that Augustine was right 
when he said, “God loves each of us 
like an only child?” You may not 
believe that. Or perhaps you do believe 
it, on an intellectual or theological 
level, but you don’t feel it. Maybe you 
have never, or perhaps only rarely, 

experienced that deep love. 
Does Michael feel God’s love?  

I would argue that he does. Why? 
Because of practices in his life,  
like answering the question, “What 
does God say when He looks at  
me?” By helping him to think 
differently, my friends are helping  
him to feel differently, even to  
know differently. Is his personality 
totally transformed? Not yet. But he’s 
making progress toward knowing 
God’s love in an intimate way—and 
that’s a lot.

Keri Wyatt Kent ’85 is a speaker,
retreat leader, and author of
nine books. She helps people
create space for God in their l ives
by slowing down, simplifying,
and resting.
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l Let the fox hunting in the wood 

Pause, nose glistening, and bark his praise, 

While deer feeding in the suburban garden 

Ruminate on divine abundance, 

And raccoons, eyes shining, recycle our dinner 

In bliss amid the clattering cans. 

Let the lake mirror the heavens in its depths 

While gulls cry, revolving on the beach, 

And whales sing in the ocean each to each.

Let all human hearts here assembled 

Sing this day with the Church Triumphant, 

Let angels, archangels, seraphim, cherubim, 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers, 

As Milton numbered the angelic choirs, 

Blend in chorus with our earthly voices 

Music of the spheres beyond our hearing.

At this turning of the equinox as the seasons 

Change and the past yields to the present, 

We give thanks once more for all the years 

Of Wheaton’s service to the Kingdom, 

Again hold up their myriad names

Who’ve left their mark on college, church, and world, 

Names like Graham, Elliot, Hastert, Beamer, 

To represent a myriad with a handful—

Not to mention all of those whose fame

And countless deeds, unsung and unremembered 

Are known only to heaven and to God.

              “In My Beginning Is My End”

The following 
poem, 
commissioned 
for the 
inauguration 
of Dr. Philip 
Graham Ryken 
’88, was read 
aloud by its 
author at the 
ceremony on 
September 17, 
2010. 

by Dr. Robert Siegel ’61

“In My Beginning Is My End”

*
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Let everything that is give praise for being, 

Lifting up this day as we come together 

At the time of the equinox, when in equal balance 

The old season gives way to the new 

And the College celebrates a new beginning.

May all nature join our celebration: 

Let trees lift green branches to the heavens 

To f lame with color as the season turns—

Explode like fireworks, red and orange and gold,

In fountains and galaxies and bursting stars, 

As in the Fiat Lux at the beginning 

By which all things burst suddenly out of nothing 

In the singularity, at the word of the Father 

Forging the worlds in the furnace of stars.

Let the ocean of grass on these collegial lawns 

Shine in silent praise at this bright hour, 

And birds, gathering from the four corners 

To wing their way south, sing the turning year. 

Let geese cry to the stars at night

And starlings in raucous confabulation, 

The cardinal burn, a celestial coal, 

And f lowers f lame in the mellowing air: 

Zinnias, snapdragons, salvia, mums.
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Dr. Robert Siegel ’61 is the author 

of nine books of poetry and fiction, 

including most recently  A Pentecost of 

Finches: New & Selected Poems  and 

The Waters Under the Earth.  He has 

published poems in numerous journals 

and anthologies and has won awards 

from Poetry,  the Friends of Literature, 

the Ingram Merri l l  Foundation, and  

the National Endowment for the Arts.  

Siegel’s f iction includes the award-

winning Whalesong tr i logy, which was 

translated into several languages, 

including Chinese and Hebrew.  

A graduate of Johns Hopkins and 

Harvard universit ies, he is also 

Professor Emeritus of English at the 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  

He and his wife, Ann, a photographer, 

l ive near the coast of Maine.

But now, with the turning seasons, 

We praise the new beginning in this moment: 

May all in earth and heaven give praise to God 

And thanks for Philip Graham Ryken, 

This day vested president of Wheaton: 

Scholar, pastor, teacher, author 

Of many books wedding faith and learning, 

Summa cum laude graduate of Wheaton, 

Doctor of Philosophy from Oxford, 

Dedicated son of a dedicated father, 

With wife and classmate Lisa, father of five.

He assumes this office in a moment of time 

Like all times, more than challenging, 

In a culture post-Christian and perhaps post-secular, 

Assaulted on one hand by strident unbelief 

And on the other by fanatical terror, 

With concerns environmental, social, economic, 

As always, “the best of times . . . the worst of times,” 

Affording opportunity—the end always the same, 

Though the means change with the seasons— 

To build the Kingdom, till the Kingdom come, 

While holding to the center, Christ, 

In the divine community of the Three in One, 

Where all things find their being 

In joining the dance that goes on forever 

In praise to the end that is without ending.

“In my end is my beginning.”*

This line and the title line (quoted by Dr. Ryken in his  
essay “Kingdom, Come!” in the book Wheaton150 ) are from 
T. S. Eliot’s Four Quartets. Milton’s nine angelic ranks are 
from Paradise Lost.

Let the fox hunting in the wood 

Pause, nose glistening, and bark his praise, 

While deer feeding in the suburban garden 

Ruminate on divine abundance, 

And raccoons, eyes shining, recycle our dinner 

In bliss amid the clattering cans. 

Let the lake mirror the heavens in its depths 

While gulls cry, revolving on the beach, 

And whales sing in the ocean each to each.

Let all human hearts here assembled 

Sing this day with the Church Triumphant, 

Let angels, archangels, seraphim, cherubim, 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers, 

As Milton numbered the angelic choirs, 

Blend in chorus with our earthly voices 

Music of the spheres beyond our hearing.

At this turning of the equinox as the seasons 

Change and the past yields to the present, 

We give thanks once more for all the years 

Of Wheaton’s service to the Kingdom, 

Again hold up their myriad names

Who’ve left their mark on college, church, and world, 

Names like Graham, Elliot, Hastert, Beamer, 

To represent a myriad with a handful—

Not to mention all of those whose fame

And countless deeds, unsung and unremembered 

Are known only to heaven and to God.

              “In My Beginning Is My End”“In My Beginning Is My End”

*
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by Dr. Wayne Martindale, Professor of English

Plotting and Theming:  
Why I Became an English Major

patterns fraught with apparent trivia—
I sleep, I eat, I wash the dishes—over 
and over. Yet, even amidst the messy 
clutter of life, our experience is always 
suggesting some goodness and beauty 
and meaning beyond “ordinary” 
living. A literary plot skips the clutter 
and stages the patterns of life. As 
Lewis says, successful writers “throw 
off irrelevancies” and usher us into 
“whole classes of experience” closed 
to us before, and thus, “instead of 
‘commenting on life,’ can add to it.”  

But even plots and poetic images 
must move through time and space. 
What we really want is to connect 
with something that transcends both. 
That’s where the theme comes in: it 
is the meaning bigger than the sum of 
the parts. The author, like an interior 
designer, has come in and permanently 
rearranged the furniture of our minds. 
It’s an easy step for the Christian reader 
to see that the teeming plot of human 
history is everywhere pregnant with 
the theme of the necessity of salvation 
and the reality of reconciliation. The 
plots of our lives move through time 
and space, not randomly, but crafted by 
a Divine Author into a meaning beyond 
the sequence of events to fit an eternal 
theme. All stories are God’s story.

Dr. Wayne Martindale, professor of
English, is in his 30th year at Wheaton. 
His teaching includes British literature  
and C. S. Lewis. He shares with his wife,  
Nita, an active interest in China.

led through four majors: engineering,
Bible, psychology, and English. 

Looking back, I see that the hook 
was first set in my high school senior 
English class. We had to memorize  
40 lines of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
I grumbled with the rest, but secretly, 
I loved it. For one thing, here in my 
previously unbookish life, was beauty. 
It was a beauty laced with the tragic 
sense that the future might be ugly or 
hurtful—or worse, count for nothing. 
“Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and 
tomorrow / Creeps in this petty pace 
from day to day / To the last syllable of 
recorded time.” 

Shakespeare’s potent vision made 
me see that actions had consequences 
and could invite unnecessary pain; that 
unwashed guilt is living hell; that evil 
may and must be confronted. 

I had found high seriousness. Choices 
mattered. Despite Macbeth’s claim that 
life was “a tale told by an idiot,” all 
lives had themes. There was a pattern 
of meaning we readers could see, even 
when the characters could not. They 
were all born for something noble, even 
if they missed it. 

From Shakespeare to Dickens and 
Dostoevsky, there were many books 
filled with “seeings.” I discovered 
the truth of T. S. Eliot’s dictum that 
we come back from imaginative 
explorations to “where we start. . . . 
And know the place for the first time.” 
In the plots of our lives, the sequence 
of events might seem random and the 
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lmost like a dare, students (and parents)
often ask, “What can you do with an 
English major?” Because Philip Ryken 
was an English major, my answer could 
now be, “Serve as the eighth president of 
Wheaton College!”

Actually, I do take this question 
seriously and often relay the vocations 
of former student teaching assistants. 
Statistics from the College help round 
out this list. Then, I get to the answer 
that has mattered most to me: Literature 
is about life and helps me understand it. 

I didn’t come to an English major 
easily. My own undergraduate sojourn 
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On one of their last

days in Honduras, Ian 

Yue ’11 visited the 

statue of Jesus Christ 

in El Picacho City 

Park, Honduras, along 

with his Honduras 

Project small group: 

(clockwise from top) 

Rebekah King ’12, 

Ian, Emily Austin 

Dennison ’11, and 

Lars Skoglund ’10.
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majoring in anthropology and environ-

mental studies, with a concentration in 

geology. He appreciates that Wheaton 

recently made a dual BA/BS possible. Even 

more so, he values the support of professors, 

staff, and peers. Whereas in public high 

school, he viewed friends as constant 

competitors for social, academic, and 

athletic accolades, he says, “At Wheaton,  

I learned for the first time what it means to 

be loved simply as a brother in Christ.”  

This past spring, Ian participated in 

Wheaton’s Honduras Project. While 

an engineer tapped an underground 

spring, he helped dig trenches so that 

each house in the village of Buena Vista 

could receive clean water for the first 

time. “The experience helped give me an 

important hands-on understanding of the 

anthropological and humanitarian side of 

water resource management.”  

He adds, however, that he continually 

recalls Jesus’ words, “Everyone who 

drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 

whoever drinks the water I shall give  

will never thirst.”

and Atmospheric Administration and
the U.S. Geological Survey, as it relates 
to water resources issues.

While there Ian helped create 
a website on the history of NWS 
hydrology field offices and another on 
the IWRSS. The work required him 
to draw on computer mapping skills 
acquired from a Geographic Information 
Systems class taught by Dr. James 
Clark, professor of geology at Wheaton. 
According to Dr. Clark, Ian stands out 
not just academically, but also for his 
cultural sensitivity and compassion for 
the needs of others.

When asked why he chose Wheaton 
over early admission to MIT, Ian recalls 
the words of his father, a first-generation 
Chinese immigrant. While his father 
greatly appreciated the education he 
received at a technical college, toward 
the end of his undergraduate career, he 
wished he’d had more opportunities to 
pursue coursework in the social sciences 
such as anthropology.

Ian took this advice to heart. He is 

a
Water Work

Tackling the challenges of water resource management 
allows Ian Yue ’11 to integrate a love of science with a zeal 
for the humanities.

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

ccording to the World Health
Organization, every 15 seconds a child  
dies from the effects of scarce or 
contaminated water. Not surprisingly, 
experts predict that effective water 
resource management will become one 
of the 21st century’s greatest burdens. 

But water resource management is a 
highly complex and interdisciplinary 
field. Drawing liberally from math and 
the sciences, it demands an aptitude for 
everything from microbiology, physics, 
and biochemistry to statistical reasoning, 
numerical modeling, and differential 
equations. Equally important is a passion 
for humankind. 

Ian Yue ’11 has already been vetted 
for such a challenging role. Last summer, 
the National Weather Service (NWS) 
chose him for a highly competitive co-
op position in its Office of Hydrologic 
Development in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

The co-op was made possible through 
the NWS’s Student Career Experience 
Program (SCEP), which provides 
degree-seeking students with temporary 
NWS positions and noncompetitive job 
placement after graduation.

Last summer Ian was assigned to 
help NWS hydrologist Dr. Don Cline 
lay the groundwork for an innovative 
new program called the Integrated 
Water Resources Science and Services 
(IWRSS) consortium. The consortium 
will help facilitate information sharing 
across organizational and geographical 
lines by integrating the work of federal 
agencies like the National Oceanic  
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a
by Jeremy Weber ’05

Scenes from Mongolia
A professor’s film project documents everyday life for nomadic Christians, 
but also highlights the spread of Christianity in Mongolia.

These Christians pray throughout 
their daily chores, including in the late 
afternoon while they gather the dried 
manure of cows or horses, which is used 
as fuel for stoves because the surrounding 
steppes have no trees. Park recalls 
following Tsegii, one of his main subjects, 
through the Gobi Desert, where after  
15 minutes he heard her singing “As the 
Deer Panteth for the Water” under her 
breath as she worked.

Such moments were eye-opening for 
Park’s students. Tim Kellner ’11 was 
struck by how isolated Tsegii was. She was 
the only Christian in her family and lived 
about an hour off-road drive away from 
the nearest church. “She was extremely 
happy when we worshipped together, so 
we could tell she wished she could go to 
church, but somehow God made a way 
for her to stay a strong Christian all on her 
own,” he says. 

When Park and his students visited 
a family in Alhangai, they bought a 
sheep from them, which was then killed 
and cooked according to 700 years of 
Mongolian tradition. Averse to spilling 
an animal’s blood, nomads make a small 
incision near the sheep’s heart and insert 
their hand to cut the veins without 
spilling a single drop. During this entire 
procedure, the sheep made no noise.

“It was so calm and obedient, like Jesus 
was before the crucifixion,” says Park. 
“No wonder why Jesus was described as a 
lamb. The entire procedure reminded us 
of the Lamb of God and of communion: 
His broken body and the blood.” 

Park said most nomadic converts 
become Christians after encountering 
missionaries during their monthly trips 
into small villages to trade wool for 

among the nomads scattered across 
600,000 square miles of wilderness was 
“almost an impossible mission.” After 
traveling 2,000 miles, he found three 
nomadic Christian families who agreed 
to let him return and make a film about 
their lives.

This past summer, he returned to 
Mongolia with four Communication 
students, thanks to an Alumni 
Association Faculty Grant and Student 
Ministry Partners (SMP) fundraising. 
The students taught English at the 
university for three weeks, then traveled 
for two weeks with Park while he shot 
70 hours of footage for his film project.

 He began with the goal of showing 
western Christians how nomadic 
Christians come to faith and how they 
relate to God. “They don’t have a 
church. Their Sunday is exactly the same 
as their Wednesday or Monday,” says 
Park. “I wondered how they become 
Christians and grow without having, in 
our opinion, any sort of Bible study or 
group meeting?”

Park captured the daily routine of 
three families: one in the Gobi Desert; 
one in the Bayankhongor Mountains; 
and one in the Alhangai, a fertile area. 
Survival requires much effort, yet Park 
was surprised to find how much time 
nomadic Christians have to read the 
Bible or pray.

Because Mongolia lacks predators, 
nomads send their animals out alone 
in the morning to graze. This allows 
the people to stay in their ger (tents), 
reading the Bible or praying while they 
use binoculars to keep an eye on the 
herd. Their cows and horses return in 
the evening by themselves.
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fter searching 2,000 miles of the world’s 
most sparsely populated country, Joonhee 
Park believes he may have found an 
untapped missionary force to take the 
torch next from his native South Korea: 
nomadic Christians from Mongolia.

Associate professor of art and 
communication since 2008, Park became 
interested in Mongolia after reading 
a Korean bestselling biography of Dr. 
Yonggyu Lee, a Harvard Ph.D. who 
went to the country as a missionary.

When he emailed Lee to thank him 
for challenging his former impressions 
of the country, Lee invited him to 
teach a summer course at Mongolia 
International University. Park obtained 
an Aldeen Grant and an Alumni 
Association Faculty Missions Project 
Grant and went with his wife, Hongwon 
Choi, to teach a film seminar in 2009. 

While there, he interviewed dozens 
of missionaries and traveled the country 
to meet Christian nomadic families, 
inspiring dreams of a documentary about 
their lives. Park, who has won awards 
at film festivals, is passionate about 
producing documentary films about 
marginalized people. 

He knew the biggest hurdle would 
be simply finding these Christians. 
Mongolia is the 19th largest country in 
the world (slightly smaller than Alaska), 
but has only 3 million people, only one 
percent of whom are Christians (most are 
Lama Buddhists). Mongolian believers 
were easy to find in the nation’s capital, 
but Park says that finding Christians 
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1 Nomads move with the seasons; this family 

built two gers in less than two hours at their 

summer area in Bayanhongor. 2 Gerelmaa, age 16, 

in traditional dress, is milking a yak. 3  Gerelmaa 

had never seen a film shooting; she was shy at 

first, but soon wanted to help Park, checking 

the picture on the LCD monitor and sound with 

a headphone set. 4 Two girls at a community 

center in Ulaanbataar come for free lunches 

every weekday, served by the Good Neighbor 

Society. 
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kept saying that the next country God
is going to use to reach the world is 
Mongolia.”

Park plans to return to Mongolia 
next summer after he finishes editing 
down the 1.5 terabytes of footage he 
gathered. He is eager to return with his 
entire family. But for now, he has a new 
perspective on his time at Wheaton.

“I wanted to show my students the 
mission field on the other side of the 
world,” says Park. “But in Mongolia, 
God constantly reminded me that 
my mission field is not in Mongolia; 
my mission field is these students. . . . 
Everyday life here is my mission field.”

Park points out that Korea was 
overwhelmingly Buddhist when Western 
missionaries first came, yet today 
South Korea sends out the second-most 
Christian missionaries (an estimated 
16,000 last year) in the world. However, 
Park said Korean Christianity is in 
decline. Christians comprised 25 percent 
of the nation’s 48.5 million people 
when Park was in college, but today 
they comprise only 11 percent, and that 
number is still shrinking.

“The torch moved from Europe to 
America to Korea, and Korea is now 
losing that spirit,” says Park. “Many 
Korean missionaries I met in Mongolia 

supplies. Missionaries will offer a booklet 
or perhaps a Bible, and the nomads, 
lacking other entertainment, will read 
the materials and sometimes convert.

Such conversions are not insignificant.
“Evangelizing the Mongolian people is 

strategically important,” says Park, who 
sees opportunity for missionaries from 
Mongolia, the only democratic country 
with religious freedom in central Asia, 
to reach out to the millions of Mongols 
living in neighboring nations. He adds, 
“These people have lived for thousands 
of years as nomads, so they could 
go anywhere in the world. They are 
prepared missionaries.”

These Christians pray throughout
their daily chores, including in the late 
afternoon while they gather the dried 
manure of cows or horses, which is used 
as fuel for stoves because the surrounding 
steppes have no trees. Park recalls 
following Tsegii, one of his main subjects, 
through the Gobi Desert, where after  
15 minutes he heard her singing “As the 
Deer Panteth for the Water” under her 
breath as she worked.

Such moments were eye-opening for 
Park’s students. Tim Kellner ’11 was 
struck by how isolated Tsegii was. She was 
the only Christian in her family and lived 
about an hour off-road drive away from 
the nearest church. “She was extremely 
happy when we worshipped together, so 
we could tell she wished she could go to 
church, but somehow God made a way 
for her to stay a strong Christian all on her 
own,” he says. 

When Park and his students visited 
a family in Alhangai, they bought a 
sheep from them, which was then killed 
and cooked according to 700 years of 
Mongolian tradition. Averse to spilling 
an animal’s blood, nomads make a small 
incision near the sheep’s heart and insert 
their hand to cut the veins without 
spilling a single drop. During this entire 
procedure, the sheep made no noise.

“It was so calm and obedient, like Jesus 
was before the crucifixion,” says Park. 
“No wonder why Jesus was described as a 
lamb. The entire procedure reminded us 
of the Lamb of God and of communion: 
His broken body and the blood.” 

Park said most nomadic converts 
become Christians after encountering 
missionaries during their monthly trips 
into small villages to trade wool for 
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perspectivepresident's 

Charge to Philip G. Ryken
Presidential Inauguration, September 17, 2010
by President Emeritus Duane Litfin

As soon as the plans for the Inaugural 

Ceremony began, President Ryken knew 

that he wanted our former president, 

Dr. Duane Litf in, to bring the Charge to 

the President. “I asked Duane to give 

the charge,” he says, “because I value 

his wisdom, and I knew his words would 

represent something signif icant in what 

we value in the community and tradition 

of Wheaton College.” Undoubtedly  

for these reasons, and more, Dr. Ryken 

requested that Dr. Litf in’s remarks  

be shared with all of you, our Wheaton 

readers. 

m y exhortation for you, Phil, is so simple that at first blush it sounds
like not much more than a cliché. But on the basis of my 17 years as 
Wheaton’s president, I can assure you it is no such thing; it is the very opposite 
of a cliché. My charge to you is: Make your presidency an exercise in love.

In 1 Corinthians 13 the Apostle Paul offers up some of the most profound
observations to be found anywhere in Scripture. I have learned over  
my tenure at Wheaton—sometimes the easy way, sometimes the hard way— 
that what the Apostle describes in this iconic passage is precisely what 
Wheaton College most needs from you. 

Your new role will put a premium on your patience and kindness. Your
presidency is not about you, so you must not be envious, or boastful, or proud,
or rude. You are not to be self-seeking, or easily angered, or overly sensitive,
keeping a record of every slight. Instead, you must be one who celebrates and
rejoices in what is good and true, a leader who bends over backward to protect
others, going out of your way to believe the best about them. You are to be
marked by hopefulness, always out in front, seen to be persevering even when
the journey seems long and arduous.  

This is the kind of loving president God is calling you to be. And  
all of which is what I mean by making your presidency an exercise in love.

It is first of all a love for the Lord, as you seek to live out His Great
Commandment, “with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and 
all your mind” (cf. Mark 12:29-30; Luke 10:27). A love that shows itself 
in a passion for the work of His Kingdom, and heartfelt obedience to His 
revealed Word. 

It’s a love for the people he has called you to serve, beginning with Lisa and
your five children. A love for the students God brings to this place, and  
for your colleagues on the faculty, staff, administration, and Board with 
whom you are privileged to serve.

It’s a love for the unique calling and identity of Wheaton College, this
living/learning/serving residential community gathered for an academically 
rigorous Christian engagement with the liberal arts. 

It’s a love for the endlessly fascinating world God has made, and the still more
fascinating, and often very needy, people who populate that world. 

All of this, Phil, is encompassed in the simple exhortation to make
your presidency an exercise in love. 

As you will discover, the demands of this kind of love are far too costly
to qualify as a sentimental cliché. They are the real-life demands to  
which God has called you, and I can testify that they will require everything 
you have to give.  

And yet, as I pass this leadership baton to you, I do so with confidence  
in your willingness to make yourself available to the Spirit of God so that  
He can empower you to fulfill these high demands. You are a tested 
Christian leader, and you have demonstrated these very qualities in the  
past. As your predecessor in this work, I pledge to you my prayers and 
my support as you now seek to live them out again, this time at Wheaton 
College, “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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Christopher may only be  
in second grade, but already  
he’s planning ahead. 

He wants to come to Wheaton.

Many bright, inquisitive students set 
their sights on Wheaton each year. 
Your gifts to the Wheaton Fund ensure 
a world-class Christian education 
for current students, in addition 
to attracting the forward-thinking 
students, like Christopher, who may 
arrive at Wheaton in the years to come. 

The Wheaton Fund

A tradition of giving.  
Inspiring generations.

To learn more, contact: 800.525.9906 
or give online at: www.wheaton.edu/giving.  
To become a Wheaton Associate,  
contact wheaton.associates@wheaton.edu.

Their  
Future is  
Here.

 www.wheaton.edu/giving.
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Art of Science

Charles Albert Blanchard”

Lambertian photograph

Charles Blanchard led Wheaton  

for 43 years, beginning in 1882.

“

Inside:  President Chase Remembered  •  BRIDGE to Diversity •  Science Center Dedication

WHEATON
During Dr. Philip Ryken’s inaugural week, art 

professor Greg Halvorsen Schreck unveiled 

his exhibit, titled “Portraits of Wheaton’s 

Presidents in Light and Shadow.” 

A striking marriage of art and science, these 

rich, black-and-white portraits become visible 

only when illuminated from beneath by a 

single light. Without the right lighting, each 

work appears to be merely a stack of thinly 

sliced, concave slats of wood hung 

perpendicular to the wall, with only a 

suggestion of an image.

Schreck collaborated with industrial physicist 

Mark Woodworth to create the portraits, 

which make use of Johann Lambert’s cosine 

law, an equation describing radiant densities 

based on the angle of light and the angle of a 

surface. Woodworth coded the equation into 

software that would translate the pixel 

densities into surface changes, and Schreck 

then individually milled each of the 96 

basswood slats that comprise each portrait. 

Intended to commemorate the inauguration of 

our eighth president, Schreck says the exhibit 

also highlights the potential of Wheaton’s 

newly completed art and science buildings. 

He adds, “Light moves through the exhibit to 

communicate the idea of God’s hand moving 

through three centuries, blessing the College 

through the individual gifts of each president.”
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