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I know this was not the first page you turned to. You headed straight for the

alumni class news section, right?

Since its debut in January 1929, then called the Wheaton Alumni Quarterly, this

publication has included thousands of personal, newsy tidbits from alumni. What

a treasure trove of history! For nearly 80 years, simply by keeping in touch with our

alma mater and our classmates, we alumni have provided glimpses of life in this

country and around the world for much of the past century and into the present.

ome of our stories tell of monumental milestones in our lives, some are only

day-by-day occurrences. For your interest—and amusement—I thought you’d like

to read a few entries from the 1930s:

• Ralph W. Snow ’30 and Mae Bramer were recently married. . . . Ralph is now

fighting the depression as manager of an oil station in LaSalle, Ill.

• Hamilton Sinclair ’26, our worthy Alumni President, won a large Westinghouse

Electric refrigerator as a reward for writing fifty words on the merits of the new

modern refrigerator. Ham gives full credit to Drs. Straw and Dow for his literary

attainment.

• “Ikey” Miller ’27 is a real farmer after school-teaching hours in Lorain, Ohio.

His latest addition is 25 chickens. Jean Murdoch Miller ’28, is busy with little Earle.

• Mrs. D. L. Colvin 1905, took an active part in the recent presidential campaign.

Her husband was Prohibition candidate for president.

• Raymond P. Fischer ’22 wrote, “The fact is that I often wish I knew more about

what my wife and child were doing.”

• Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm ’32 Forsberg (Enid Miller ’33) were remarried on their third

wedding anniversary, March 14. They were married in Ethiopia, but because

of the situation in that country, no record was made of their marriage. In order to

return to Africa as missionaries, they have to have a marriage certificate—thus,

the second wedding. Their nine-month-old son, Peter Lee Forsberg, attended the

ceremony.

• “Bee” Barber Pulver ’25 is taking extra courses in education in California

in preparation for teaching there, provided, of course, that she wants to teach.

She says that she has lost all desire for doing so.

• John L. ’21 and Kathleen Sears Sawyer B.A.’21, B.M.’23, M.Mus. ’25, are living

on Irving Ave., Wheaton. John is connected with the Harris Trust Company of

Chicago, and commutes every day.

• Helen Jaderquist Tenney ’25, is teaching her son English to offset the effects

of his being the son of a Greek professor. (Helen was the wife of Merrill C. Tenney

HON, a renowned scholar, professor, and author, who became dean of Wheaton’s

Graduate School.)

It just might be that you are someone (perhaps my great-great-grandchild?)

who is reading this magazine 80 years from now, in 2088. From your perspective,

knowing the past that is our future, what do you think of us? Or, perhaps an even

more intriguing question for you to answer: What would we think of you?
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In Service to God and Country
You encouraged chaplains with “Who

Will Shepherd the Soldiers?” (autumn 2007).

Thank you. One of my seminaries’

alumni magazines attacks the military

chaplaincy.

I have supervised some Wheaton alumni

chaplains, served with several, and been

supervised by two. These latter, both now

deceased, stand out as giants: Robert G.

Rayburn ’35 and Duncan C. Stewart ’47.

Wallace Alcorn ’52

Chaplain (Colonel), USA (Ret)

Austin, Minnesota

My husband, Bernie, was an Army chaplain

who served at every division of the Army

during his 28 years of ministry. We are now

affiliated with The International Association

of Evangelical Chaplains and at the request

of host countries are training their men and

women for the chaplaincy. The first basic

chaplain’s course in South America was just

completed in Peru. In November we will be

going to Chile.

We were shocked to read that Wheaton

is the only evangelical Christian college to

have ROTC! What an opportunity those who

refuse to train evangelicals in our military

are missing.

Esther Avery Windmiller RN ’52, BS ’54

Princeton, Illinois

I certainly feel for those caregivers who are

trying to help their parents and their own

families while still holding a job.

Grace Petersen

Spring Valley, California

Activism Activates Debate
I enjoyed your autumn 2007 article, “Taking

a Stand,” and was encouraged to hear of

the rise in student activism taking place on

Wheaton’s campus.

I teach missiology and church history at

Eastern University’s Palmer Theological

Seminary. Each year I proudly mention in

my lectures the statement on the

interrelationship of evangelism and social

action crafted by international evangelical

leaders during the Consultation on the

Church in Response to Human Need held

at Wheaton College in 1983. Missiologists

have described “Wheaton 83” as the first

time that the dichotomous thinking between

evangelism and social justice was fully

overcome.

In his commentary, President Litfin

missed a wonderful opportunity to affirm

this piece of our story. We must be vigilant

in the careful use of language so that we

do not unthinkingly return to an earlier era

in evangelical history when the gospel was

divided in such a way that verbal witness

W H E A T O N 3

For me, the chaplaincy began at Wheaton.

A Wheaton grad (an Army chaplain) spoke

in chapel during my sophomore year about

the chaplaincy as a mission field without a

language barrier. Five years later, after

completing ROTC, college, and seminary,

I was on active duty—35 years later I

retired. The Lord blessed me through this

ministry even until this day.

BG Wayne W. Hoffmann, AUS (Ret) ’59

Coronado, California

Thank You
to the Bennett Family
As we look toward retirement next year

after 35 years with TEAM in Japan, we are

very aware of the difficulty of raising and

maintaining financial support as career

missionaries. The spring 2007 magazine

introduced the Bennett grant, a wonderful

provision that will pay the college debt of

alumni going into missions. Our thanks

to George and Helen Bennett for their

vision. May the grant help many take the

gospel to the ends of the earth.

Doug ’64 and Vernadene Heck

Japan

Pass It On
When the spring 2007 Wheaton issue

came, I was greatly impressed by all of it,

but especially two of the articles. “What

Happens to Us” covered Dr. Brian Howell’s

work with the children in the Dominican

Republic. It gave a good perspective on

what short-term missions trips are all

about, so I sent my granddaughter a copy

before she went there in August on a trip

with her church. I passed on the article,

“There Is a Season,” to our chaplains

serving in the retirement village where we

live. My husband, Leonard Peterson ’50,

and I spent 38 years as missionaries in

Japan. He has Alzheimer’s disease.

dearWHEATON

53746_pg02_11_u3:53746_pg02_11  11/29/07  8:51 AM  Page 3



4 W I N T E R 2 0 0 8

became the only true gospel witness and all

else were mere “buttresses.” That too

would be a scandal.

Benjamin L. Hartley ’92

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania

The President’s Commentary at the end of

the issue on activism is a classic. As a

missionary serving in Africa more than

50 years, I have seen that diaconal needs

are so many and voracious in their appetite

that it is easy to neglect verbalizing the

gospel. I trust and pray that Litfin’s

commentary will not get lost in the shuffle.

Ralph W. Christensen ’45

Ottawa, Kansas

I read the President’s Commentary, which

made clear Wheaton’s stand on matters of

academics, verbal witness, and social

action. I could not agree more.

After graduating from the Methodist

seminary at Evanston, I served Methodist

churches for more than 30 years and was

chaplain of a medical center for five years.

Because of the strong emphasis I

experienced at Wheaton on the centrality of

a personal belief in Christ and a changed

life, I have always tried to give this priority in

my preaching. Having said that, I believe

that concern for others leading to social

action should follow.

Glenn R. Parrott ’37

Washington, Iowa

This letter is something of a homecoming

for me. I have for many years been a critic of

what I considered to be Wheaton’s (and

evangelical Christianity’s) narrow

preoccupation with “saving souls,” as if that

were the whole gospel. Seeing Wheaton

students and faculty joining in a broader

understanding of what it means to be

“ambassadors for Christ” warms my heart.

I feel a part of the Wheaton enterprise again.

admitted to Wheaton College. He mentored

me in several ways. Some of my other

teachers were Merrill Tenney, Ken Kantzer,

Rebecca Price, and Arlene Peters—all of

whose teachings I still value very much.

By the way, Dr. Hudson Armerding

succeeded me as president of the then

World Evangelical Fellowship (now WE

Alliance).

The Lord bless you in your great ministry.

Shalom!

I Ben Wati

Oxford, United Kingdom

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine the

suitability of letters for publication and to

edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned.

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

At the same time, I am concerned about

President Litfin’s caution. I struggled long

with this dualistic view of the gospel, as

if somehow, social activism is useful, but

not the gospel itself. There is no hierarchy

that elevates words over acts. Neither has

integrity without the other.

Conrad Steinhoff ’54

Lebanon, Illinois

I thank Dr. Litfin for his commentary on the

role of justice and compassion in our

witness for Christ. Here’s a case study on

the impact of the life-changing gospel.

The city where we work in Africa has an

AIDS/HIV rate of about 13 percent. But in

the local church, we are aware of three

cases over 13 years (it may have been

25-30 cases if we averaged city statistics).

People often ask if we are working with

AIDS in Africa. Yes, we are, primarily

by sharing the gospel and discipling,

especially among young believers. While

that is the primary part of the story, how

can we not be involved in lives of people

as Jesus was? So a small orphanage has

resulted—plus ministry to the sick,

financial help, education funds, and

scholarships, etc.

Here is what the Lord has taught me the

last 15 years after retiring early from the

business world: When we are involved with

people at the soul level, we are getting to

the core of life.

Duncan Himes ’64

Mesa, Arizona

Why Did You Come to Wheaton?
I appreciate receiving Wheaton more

regularly since I left India over a year ago.

Thank you for the autumn 2007 issue where

you ask an important question: Did you

attend Wheaton because of the influence of

a Wheaton grad? It was Carl F. H. Henry

who drove me from Chicago and got me

dearWHEATON

Carl F.H. Henry
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WHEATONnews

Burr Memorial Rededicated 

The tombstone of abolitionist James E.
Burr, located near the Memorial Student
Center, has gone largely overlooked 
for the better part of the last century.
Alumna and former faculty member
Marcia Daniels ’61 wanted to be sure
this reminder of Wheaton’s abolitionist
roots wasn’t lost to the elements. Like
Wheaton’s founder Jonathan Blanchard,
Burr fought for the abolition of slavery,
for which he was arrested, convicted, and
sentenced to five years of hard labor.
In giving part of his estate to the College,
he asked to be buried on its free soil.

Marcia, with her husband Paul Daniels
’62, replaced the eroding tombstone with
a bronze plaque in 1986, with what they
thought was the original epitaph:
James E. Burr / Died April 26, 1859 /
Aged 54 / Here lies the friend of the
oppressed / who became a martyr for the right.

Just a few years later, the Daniels
learned Burr’s correct age was 45, not 54.

Now, they’ve purchased a new bronze
plaque, which not only corrects that
error, but also gives the site more
prominence on campus.This memorial
was rededicated at a special ceremony on
November 2.

Economy.The chair will oversee the
Hastert Center, as well as teach courses
on politics, political economy, and the
connection between economics and
public policy. In addition, a group of five
to seven distinguished scholars, public
officials, or interested citizens will offer
counsel as the Hastert Center Advisory
Board.

The Hastert Center and Kvamme
Chair will focus on classroom teaching,
scholarly research, and public discussion
on policy issues that Speaker Hastert
addressed during his public life,
including education, drug policy, fiscal
policies, health care, international trade,
business regulations, and policies
affecting the market economy.The
Center will also provide financial and
administrative support for guest
lecturers, curriculum development,
conferences, student seminars, and
internships.

C A M P U S  N E W S

While hundreds of artifacts donated by
Congressman and former Speaker of the
House J. Dennis Hastert ’64 still require
sorting, the College recently revealed
where these will be housed, and how
students, faculty, and the surrounding
community will use the resources.

In September,Wheaton announced a
new set of endowed programs that will
be called the J. Dennis Hastert Center
for Economics, Government, and Public
Policy.To support the programs, Hon.
Hastert’s papers will be preserved and
accessible on the first floor of the
Memorial Student Center, which is
undergoing renovations.The politics and
international relations, and business and
economics departments will also be
housed in MSC.

Applications and nominations are now
being accepted for the person to fill 
the newly established Jean and E. Floyd
Kvamme Endowed Chair of Political

Wheaton Unveils Plans for Hastert Center 

Hon. Hastert’s papers will be moved to the Memorial Student Center before the start 

of the spring semester.

The new plaque includes Burr’s original epitaph, plus 

a description of his life.
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Wheaton’s Center for Applied Christian

Ethics (CACE) welcomed Senator Dan
Coats ’65, LLD ’92 and Congressman
Victor Fazio, Jr., to a bipartisan
conversation titled “Christian Moral
Engagement in Politics” this fall.

The event was moderated by Michael
Gerson ’86, former speechwriter and
senior policy adviser to President George
W. Bush, and was part of the 2007 CACE
series,“Thy Kingdom Come: Christian
Moral Engagement in the World.”

The evening included a discussion

about the motives of entering politics and
the promise and peril of political
engagement, followed by a question and
answer session with all three guests.

CACE director Dr.Vince Bacote says
he hopes the audience gained an
understanding of the moral and vocational
imperatives that some have for entering
politics, as well as “the moral complexity
involved in being an effective politician.”

James Frank ’08 found it interesting to
hear how faith can build a bridge between
politicians across the political spectrum.

“The event demonstrated that Christian
values and beliefs transcend narrow
political ideologies,” he says.

Interested in pursuing a career in public
service,Tim George ’08 was impressed
with the global context politicians have to
consider.“Michael Gerson showed that
the actions of Americans can often have
an inadvertent moral impact around the
globe,” notes Tim.“When formulating
domestic policy, we need to carefully
consider its effects on people outside our
borders.”

College Mails Christmas Gifts 

Each Christmas since 1950, Wheaton College has shipped

packages of books to hundreds of alumni missionaries serving in non-

English speaking countries through the College’s Missionary Book

Mailing. Sent to 451 families in 82 countries, the gift is a donation from

Wheaton’s Board of Trustees, in conjunction with several Christian book

publishers.

Three titles were included this year: Ryken’s Bible Handbook, a study 

tool written by Professors Leland Ryken and James Wilhoit, and trustee 

Philip Ryken ’88 (donated by Tyndale House); The Crime of Living

Cautiously by Luci Shaw ’53 (donated by InterVarsity Press); and a new

book by Philip Yancey M.A. ’72, Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference?

(donated by Zondervan). 

The College hopes these books will encourage missionaries and

their families in the year to come. Merry Christmas!

New Scoreboard Lights Up Stadium 
Homecoming audiences saw Thunder athletes take on
larger-than-life proportions when the Athletics department
presented the new McCully Stadium scoreboard, the
only one in the CCIW with video capability.

Athletic Director Dr.Tony Ladd believes the board will
transform recreational life on campus with its upgraded
sound system, new Thunder animations, and video replay
potential.

“Just think of watching a replay of the finish of the 
100-meter dash in track, in slow motion, when three
runners appear to be crossing the finish line at the same
time. Or, the excitement of the powder puff football
players and other teams that use the football field,” says
Dr. Ladd.

Parents of football players originally brought the idea 
to administration, and provided the resources to purchase
the system.

WHEATONnews

CACE Sparks Political Conversations

A bipartisan conversation moderated by Michael Gerson ’86 (left), welcomed Senator Dan Coats ’65, LLD ’92 (center) and Congressman Victor Fazio, Jr.
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Women’s Soccer Makes History 

Before the season even started,Wheaton’s
women’s soccer team held a first place
ranking in Division III, as 2006 national
champions.This year, they have set the
bar even higher.

On October 2, the Thunder broke the
existing school record for consecutive
victories (29-0), in a shutout over North
Park, and then went on to bank four
more wins to secure the second longest
winning streak in Division III history.

The current D-III record stands at 60
straight wins.Already more than halfway
there, the women’s team is taking aim at
this record next.

S T U D E N T  N E W S

new in the world of conservation,
because typically wetland scientists
have looked only at avian species.”
The final report will help Ramsar
implement its new criteria for
identifying wetlands of international
importance.

Jennifer says her internship also
influenced how she applies her faith
to her studies. “A lot of people who
work in conservation feel like they
are working in vain to protect the
resources and species we have. But 
as a Christian, I look to Psalm 127:
‘Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the watchmen stand guard 
in vain.’ And while I was working at
IUCN, I tried to relay that hope to
others. I was also getting a global
vision of what environmental science
could be for people and the church
worldwide.”

Back on campus, Jennifer continues
her conservation work by serving as
president of A Rocha, a student group
devoted to creation care.

Jennifer Luedtke ’10 coauthored a
technical report to be published jointly
by the World Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and Ramsar, two environmental
non-governmental organizations.

The report deals with the protection
of international wetlands, and follows
Jennifer’s work as a summer intern 
with IUCN, headquartered in Gland,
Switzerland.“I didn’t make photocopies
or coffee once, which was great. It
wasn’t your typical internship
experience,” says the environmental
studies major.

The experience was atypical for
IUCN, as well.The world’s largest
environmental non-governmental
organization, IUCN normally does not
hire interns. But it made an exception
for Jennifer, a Swiss native.

Her work involved intensive research
on wetland-dependent animal species,
and collaboration with scientists
stationed all over the world.“I
compiled a list of all species that
depend on wetlands to survive.This is

Sophomore Coauthors Conservation Study 

Jennifer Luedtke ’10, pictured fourth from

right, worked with a team of noted

conservationists at IUCN in Switzerland.
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Give
your child
a Wheaton
experience
at camp
this summer.

www.wheaton.edu/honeyrock

Wheaton Welcomes New Faculty
Row 1: (from left) Cherith Fee Nordling ’81, biblical and theological studies; Rachel Vanderhill,

politics and international relations; Melody Pugh ’02, English; Robert C. Bishop, physics;

Jeffrey Green, philosophy. Row 2: (from left) Henry Kim, sociology; Jeffrey Moshier,

assistant provost; Richard Baybutt, applied health science; William Reddinger, politics and

international relations; Marissa Baker ’01, art; Evelyn Campbell, library; Larycia Hawkins,

politics and international relations; Chris A. Vlachos Ph.D. ’06, biblical and theological studies

and foreign languages; Jennifer Gorham Psy.D. ’06, psychology; Tamara Shold Townsend

’01, foreign languages. Row 3: (from left) Timothy Yontz, conservatory; George Kalantzis,

biblical and theological studies; Ezinwa Nwankpa, military science; Jeff Leigh, Conservatory;

Read Schuchardt, communications; Daniel Lane, biblical and theological studies.

8 W I N T E R 2 0 0 8

Research Focuses on
Protecting Elk
Dr. Fred Van Dyke, director of the
environmental studies program, will begin
a three-year study of elk habitat use in
southern Colorado’s Raton Basin next
summer. Dr.Van Dyke will measure how
elk respond to prescribed cutting, burning,
irrigation, and planting of vegetation.
The Raton Basin is the historic home
to large elk populations. Currently, natural
gas exploration on private lands is booming.
Landowners, as well as the natural resource
miners, are interested in protecting the elk
population during this phase.
“As a Christian, I take the Genesis 1
view that everything God created is good,”
Dr.Van Dyke says.“I would be just as
interested in studying the effects of the
metal loss in the basin as I am in

monitoring the elk. Right now, there’s just
more interest in the elk, because they are
big income to landowners in the basin.”
Hayden-Wing Environmental
Consultants, based in Laramie,Wyoming,
have already outfitted 40 elk with
satellite-monitored global positioning
systems to monitor the animals’ precise
movements. Combined with Dr.Van
Dyke’s habitat studies over the next three
summers, the final published report will
help wildlife managers determine how
they can protect elk from possible
disturbances or habitat losses associated
with natural gas exploration.

WHEATONnews

F A C U LT Y N EW S
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Endowment Fund: $363 million
The endowment fund contains those assets of the College

permanently invested to support College programs. The purpose

of the endowment is to generate a dependable stream of income

and provide a reserve of institutional resources. The investment

objective is to maximize total return (current income plus capital

appreciation) over the long term within acceptable risk parameters.

The total endowment fund increased 15.9% to a fiscal year end

record high value of $363 million as of June 30, 2007, compared

to $313 million as of June 30, 2006. This increase results from a

total return of 17.6% for the endowment investment pool, gifts

totaling $7.2 million and net transfers from other College funds in the

amount of $2.5 mill ion. Withdrawals from the endowment equaled

$13.3 million for budgeted spending, resulting in a 4.2% spending

rate (4.3% spending rate for the endowment investment pool).

Endowment per student increased to $134,551 as of June 30,

2007, compared to $115,494 as of June 30, 2006.

F I N A N C I A L H I G H L I G H T S
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$ 150,000

$ 100,000

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Endowment Growth

Since its founding almost 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been both wise in the

management of financial gifts as well as forthright in its accountability for those gifts.

If you would like a copy of our latest audited financial statement, it can be downloaded from our

website at www.wheaton.edu/welcome/aboutus_financial.htm. You can also write Patrick

Brooke, Controller, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187, or call 630.752.5126.

2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04

Total Assets $ 695,848,000 $ 622,465,000 $ 569,189,000 $ 529,833,000

Net Assets Unrestricted $ 229,732,000 $ 201,272,000 $ 195,710,000 $ 184,072,000

Temporarily Unrestricted 212,695,000 175,021,000 153,530,000 143,869,000

Permanently Restricted 89,214,000 82,842,000 76,848,000 66,569,000

Total Net Assets $ 531,641,000 $ 459,135,000 $ 426,088,000 $ 394,510,000

Tuition and Fees 60,931,000 57,704,000 55,025,000 $ 51,443,000

Less Wheaton Funded Scholarships (16,179,000) (14,681,000) (13,941,000) (12,531,000)

Net Tuition and Fees $ 44,752,000 $ 43,023,000 $ 41,084,000 $ 38,912,000

Sales of Auxiliary Enterprises $ 19,544,000 $ 18,124,000 $ 18,214,000 $ 17,122,000

Gifts and Grants 36,072,000 31,148,000 24,904,000 21,704,000

Investment Income 62,702,000 30,043,000 28,064,000 46,398,000

Educational and General Expenses $ 77,457,000 $ 74,133,000 $ 67,679,000 $ 63,978,000

� Current $ (000) � Constant $ (000) adjusted for inflation
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Games. It was the second step for Greg
in a competitive process that he hopes
will culminate in an invitation to work
at the Olympics.

The Pan American games are held
every four years in the year before the
Olympic games.This year, athletes from
42 countries competed in 34 sports, and
Greg’s primary assignment was with
USA Baseball.

“I learned a lot of professional skills,”
says Greg. Athletic trainers deal with
everything from first aid and emergency
management to treating specific injuries
and rehabilitation.Working with the
top athletic trainers and doctors in the
country showed him that the
techniques he uses daily with Wheaton
athletes are on par with the best.

Greg also rubbed shoulders with the
son of Cuban leader Fidel Castro:
the younger Castro is the team doctor
for Cuba’s national baseball team.
“At first we just knew him as Doctor
Antonio,” Greg says. “Then someone
asked us, ‘Do you know who that
was?’”

Since he began athletic training as a
freshman in high school, Greg says 
the prospect of going to the Olympics
has been a dream.

“When I was young and choosing 
my career, someone told me that as an
athletic trainer the possibilities are
endless,” says Greg, adding that the field
is becoming quite diversified.To earn
certification, a person must graduate
from a four-year athletic training
program, learning various skills and
competencies in sports medicine.
Afterward, he or she must pass the

hat do Wheaties have to do with the
Olympics? If your guess has something
to do with photos of athletes on cereal
boxes, guess again.

Head athletic trainer Greg Evans is
one “Wheatie”—of the Wheaton
College variety—with high hopes to
attend the next Olympics as a trainer.
And he’s well on his way.

Greg was one of 30 American
athletic trainers chosen out of a pool of
hundreds to travel to Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, for the 2007 Pan American

WHEATONsports

Olympic Aspirations

Wheaton’s head athletic trainer may soon be on his way to Beijing.

Working with the top athletic trainers 

and doctors at the 2007 Pan American

Games showed that the techniques 

used daily with Wheaton athletes are 

on par with the best.

Head athletic trainer Greg Evans is in his ninth year of working at Wheaton.

w
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National Athletic Trainers Association
(NATA) exam.

Greg notes, “You have athletic
trainers in places like NASA and
Cirque du Soleil, in clinics and doctors
offices and industrial settings, where
workmen’s comp is an issue. . . . And
we have a skill set that can take us to
the biggest athletic events of the
world.”

The Olympic selection process
began two years ago for Greg, when
he volunteered at the United States
Olympic Committee’s (USOC)
training facility in Colorado. At this
stage, USOC staff members evaluate
participants’ medical and personal
skills, adaptability, and affability.The
best may be asked to attend a higher-
level USOC event, like the Pan
American Games. After that, the
Olympics are a possibility. But there is
never a guarantee that a trainer will
advance.

So will Greg Evans join four-time
Olympian speed skater Nancy Swider
Peltz ’81 as the next Wheatie to get to
the Games? No one knows. But in the
meantime, Greg concentrates on his
ninth year of training at Wheaton,
where he coordinates the health issues
of the College’s student athletes and
acts as a liaison between physicians and
coaches.

“An athletic trainer is someone who
can wear many hats,” says Greg. “In
any setting where you have people
who are physically active, there is a
role for an athletic trainer to fill.”

by Ben Shivers ’08

Dr. Daniel Master

baseball 

3/1 at Olivet Nazarene University

3/8-15 Spring Break Trip to Florida

3/20 at Judson College 

3/26 at Concordia University 

3/29 at Carthage College

3/31 Carthage College

4/1 at North Central College

4/4 at Augustana College 

4/5 Augustana College

4/9 North Central College

4/11 Millikin University

4/12 Millikin University

4/15 Benedictine University

4/18 Illinois Wesleyan

4/19 at Illinois Wesleyan

4/22 at Concordia 

4/25 Elmhurst College

4/26 at Elmhurst College

4/30 at University of Chicago

5/1 at North Park University

5/3 North Park University 

5/8-10 CCIW Tournament

softball

3/20 Trinity International University

3/25 at Beloit College

3/27 University of Dubuque

3/29 at Lake Forest College

3/31 at Judson College 

4/3 at North Central College

4/5 at Millikin University

4/9 at Hope College

4/12 Augustana College

4/16 Carthage College

4/17 University of Chicago

4/19 Illinois Wesleyan University

4/22 at Elmhurst College

4/26 at Trinity Christian College

4/29 North Park University

5/8 CCIW Tournament

Men’s and Women’s 

Indoor Track and Field 

2/9 at Lewis University

2/15 at Chicagoland Indoor 

Championships (Women)

2/16 at Chicagoland Indoor 

Championships (Men)

2/22 at Lewis University

3/1 at CCIW Indoor Track and Field 

Championships (Wisconsin) 

Men’s and Women’s

Outdoor Track and Field 

3/29 at North Central Quad

4/3-5 at Chicagoland Outdoor 

Championships 

4/11-12 Wheaton Invitational

4/18 Wheaton Twilight Meet

4/22 at North Central

5/2-3 at CCIW Outodoor Track and 

Field Championships 

5/22-24 at NCAA Division III Outdoor 

National Championships

(Wisconsin)

Women’s Water Polo 

2/29 Carthage College

2/29 Lindenwood University

3/9 at California Baptist Invitational

3/10 at California Baptist Invitational

3/23 at Carthage College 

Tournament

3/31 Midwest Invitational Tournament

4/1 Midwest Invitational Tournament

4/6 at Eastern Michigan Invitational

4/7 at Eastern Michigan Invitational

4/20 at Midwest Regional Conference

Championships (Colorado)

4/21 at Midwest Regional Conference

Championships  (Colorado)

wheaton thunder spring sports schedule

For a complete listing of the radio, video,

and cable broadcast schedule for 

Thunder sports go to www.wetn.org.
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“As we scraped away with our trowels each day, it was

a thrill to be reliving a bit of biblical history.”

–Bill ’57 and Diane Ulla Smedberg Dixon ’57, regarding

their work in last summer’s Leon Levy Expedition to Ashkelon (Israel),

led by Wheaton professor Dr. Daniel Master.

For more information
about how you can
join the 2008 expedition,
which is open to the
public, e-mail
daniel.m.master@
wheaton.edu.

Photo by Robert Walch.

the big dig

W H E A T O N 13
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in theAge of
Shakespeare

lol. ttyl. btw. . . .
And we thought the Bard was difficult to understand.
Although times (and words) may change,
find out why there’s no substitute for a good book.

According to the 2004 “Reading at Risk” survey

conducted by theNational Endowment of theArts (NEA),

fewer than half of American adults now read literature—

including narrative fiction, poetry, and plays. And with

endless television stations, video games, Internet sites,

social networking, and micro-blogging services (like

twittering) at our disposal, who needs books after all?

This year, Dr. Beatrice Batson M.A. ’47, Wheaton’s resident Shakespeare

aficionado and professor for 33 years, received the Distinguished Service to Alma

MaterAward, and in addition to celebrating all that she’s accomplished (pages 18-

19), we also wanted to honor her by offering an opportunity for all of us to exit

the information superhighway for just a few minutes, to push the pause

button on whatever we happen to be listening to, or watching, and to

reflect on why literature matters—today, tomorrow, and always.

Like so many of life’s big questions, this one is perhaps

best answered with a story. So light the fire, sit back,

and enjoy author Karen Halverson Schreck’s ’84

personal story—we think it’s one you’ll want to share

with your children, nieces, nephews, and grandchildren.

Then afterward, don’t miss the results of our student

survey, or our list ofmust-reads, the books that havemost

changed, challenged, and inspired our professors (pages

16-17).Your own story may just be about to begin . . . .

Has
literature
become
obsolete?
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Twittering?

A confession: I didn’t always love
reading. Early on, I nigh unto loathed
it. My retention and critical acumen,
not to mention my ability to
distinguish a b from a d, proved
challenged. My teacher expressed
concern, as did my parents. I was in
the Bluebird Reading Group, with all
the other dull, sullen nestlings.

Why couldn’t I just be a bright, cheery Cardinal?
The last day of first grade, I received a towering stack of readers, an

empty assessment sheet, and an irritable commission from my weary
teacher—fodder for the perfect summer vacation! My mother and
I lugged the books out to ourVW Bug, where they spilled across the
backseat.The tinny car seemed to sag, weighed down by those stiff
volumes, the slim lives portrayed therein.Across cardboard covers, Sally,
Dick, and Jane flashed smiles that lingered like leers. Spot and Puff
capered, leaving behind the noxious scent of shame.

Dutifully, grimly, my mother and I analyzed and interpreted these
assigned texts. Such interminable summer afternoons, pouring over
vowels and consonants, separating stark black characters from their
companions, then blending them together again, faster and faster, like
the raindrops blurring outside down the steamy family room
window—Ssseee Jjjaaannnee rrruuunnnn.

Gradually, I began to shape predictable meaning out of seeming
chaos. Believe me when I say I took no pleasure in it.TV Land—that’s
where I wanted to be! Give me garish cartoons. Hysterical game
shows. Black-and-white reruns. Let me be stunned by over-stimulation
or numbed by nostalgia—I wasn’t particular. I just wanted someone
else to do the work in the heat of the day.

But then, the cool of the night. Perhaps hoping for an anecdote to her
own end-of-the-day frustration, my mother would pluck The Magician’s
Nephew from a shelf. I’d tuck into bed, she’d slip into a chapter,
and into another, grander world we’d adventure.That same summer,
my mother also read The Lion, theWitch, and theWardrobe to me.
We dipped in and out of The Grey Fairy Book,The Orange Fairy Book,
and Hans Christian Anderson’s tales—these last so laced with hungry,
greedy-eyed waifs and punitive, golden-haired angels that they became
the stuff of my most gorgeous nightmares for years to come.

Unlike Dick & Jane & Co., these nighttime, dream-inspiring books
were hefty—worth their weight, and then some—and pleasing to the
touch. (My mother let me turn the thick, rough-edged pages.) With
their artful type and detailed, sometimes even full-color, illustrations,
these books were also lovely to behold.They were, in short, my first

“I have unclasped

To thee the book even of my secret soul.”

—William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night

The Chandos Portrait
from a drawing by Ozias Humphry,
made in 1783

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

why
I read
like my life
depends
on it
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hint of the presence and power of the incarnate word . . . the essence
of truth and beauty and much more than I could ever imagine—
Magic! Mystery! Miracles!—made manifest on this earth.

Only such magnificently bound books could bind and hold the best
stories, I began to believe that summer.And only the loveliest sound of
all, my mother’s voice, could realize such stories for me. No, more than
the sound—the feeling her voice conveyed: of calm and comfort, even in
the face of great drama.The shorn lion on the stone table.The hook-
nosed witch in the candy cottage.The red shoes’ dance of death. My
mother’s voice carried me through every trial and past every threat and
into the sanctuary of resolution.

I don’t remember us discussing these books; my mother didn’t
encourage me to ask questions or make connections between the
characters’ lives and my own. (If that is now, this was then.) It was
simply assumed that I would listen, and listen well, the way I did in
church, when Pastor read from the Bible.And that was fine by me. Far

from deadly dull (my daytime decoding), or purely passive (my
television fetish), these stories were some fun. I was at play when I was
supposed to be getting sleepy, very sleepy—exploring the Eden of my
imagination, shaping, naming, co-creating. By night, not a befuddled
Bluebird, but a Cardinal, winging my way.

A year-and-then-some later, when my abilities finally, finally caught
up to my aesthetic expectations and desires, my mother (gladly? with
some regret? I wonder this now, as I watch my own children grow into
independence) stopped reading to me. Not so long after this, she
became ill and died, and the sound of her voice faded completely.
Lonely, I began reading more intently.With a sense of urgency, I started
listening to the words on the page.Who will speak to me now? Who
will carry me forward now that she is gone? 

And I began to hear the voices of certain writers—such fine, new
friends, loyal and trusting, opening their stories’ secrets to me, and by
doing so, encouraging me to share mine some day.These speech

1 6 W I N T E R 2 0 0 8

Dr. Jeffry Davis ’83, Associate Professor of English
King Lear by William Shakespeare

My first encounter with this play took place during my senior year at Wheaton, in
Dr. Batson’s course on Shakespeare. As one newly initiated into the mysteries of
the Bard’s craft, I reveled in the play’s engaging dual-plot structure, its portrayal of
familial strife, its pagan and Christian overtones, and its profound message of love
and forgiveness. As long as I live I will vividly recall Dr. Batson’s dramatic reading
of the last lines of the play, especially Lear’s repetition of the word “never” five
times, signifying both his resignation in the face of death, and his defiance.

■

Dr. Brett Foster, Assistant Professor of English
Dances Learned Last Night: Poems 1975-1995 by Michael Donaghy

Although an American . . . Donaghy made his literary reputation in England, where
he lived since the 1980s. I had the privilege of hosting Donaghy for a poetry
reading in graduate school, and he amazed the audience with his work. . . . He was
also an incredibly amiable person, the kind you look forward to meeting again as
soon as you say farewell. Unfortunately, Michael Donaghy died only a few months
later, in September 2004, at the age of 50. This summer, while teaching with the
Wheaton in England program, I sometimes spent late afternoons in the café of the
famous Blackwell’s Books, Oxford. . . . Reading Michael’s poems, I was reminded
how poetry so often provides consolation, and invites appreciation. I felt both, and
felt a little better about the loss of a fine poet, who was not entirely lost, after all.

■

Dr. Jane Beal, Visiting Assistant Professor of English
“Pearl” (Author unknown)
My favorite work is a fourteenth-century poem called “Pearl.” I believe it is a
must-read in the original middle English because of its intricacy and beauty and
meaningfulness. It conveys the human experience of loss, and it gives hope of
redemption through a dream-vision of a heavenly Jerusalem. In reading this poem,
we can come to a deeper understanding of literature, humanity, and our own souls.

Our own English faculty 
recommend a handful of 
literature’s choicest offerings—
some famous, and others 
lesser known—and explain 
why these titles top 
their “must-read” list.

Dr. Roger Lundin ’71, Blanchard Chair of English

Poems by Emily Dickinson

Near the end of her life, Emily Dickinson wrote, “On subjects of which we know
nothing, or should I say Beings . . . we both believe and disbelieve a hundred
times an hour, which keeps Believing nimble.” With its intellectual inventiveness
and emotional daring, the poetry of Dickinson provides a fascinating map of 
the modern religious landscape. Although I differ with Dickinson on several key
points of belief, the further I travel on my own Christian journey, the more 
I appreciate the often uncanny sense her poetry gives me of contemporary
spiritual experience.

■

Dr. Sharon Coolidge ’72, Chair of English
The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri

Although this is a work from the Middle Ages, this epic is a powerful catalyst
for us in the 21st century to think about our own spiritual pilgrimage to
become more Christ-like. Through beautiful poetry and compelling description, it
narrates Dante’s journey from being lost in a world dark with sin and pain,
through a time where he must turn from loving the world to embrace fully his
love for God, and finally reaching a point of joyful union with the God of the
universe.

what 
to read 
next?
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writing, we felt a bit confused. . . . In The Waves, Woolf explores the 
friendship of six individuals and illustrates the amazingly powerful influence
that they have on each other. . . .The novel came to symbolize both the
struggles we had undergone in the class and the relationships we had forged
with each other. Now, each time I read the novel, I am struck by Woolf’s ability
to convey the extraordinary power each human being has to influence others.

■

*From the book Reading for Life: 100 College Teachers Reflect on the Books That Shaped

Their Lives, edited by Jeffry Davis ’83, Leland Ryken, and Thomas Martin (Xlibris, 2001).

Survey Says. . . .
We took our own unofficial survey of Wheaton students to find out how
important reading is to them. Out of 79 students in several general education
English classes, here are the results:

Do you enjoy reading? 
85% Yes 15% No  (including “rarely,” “mildly,” and “depends.”)

Do you typically read fiction or nonfiction?
68% Fiction 18% Nonfiction 14% Both

How many books did you read last summer?
19% 0-2 44% 3-6 11% 7-9 22% 10+ 4% unsure

Top five recurring “must-read” titles among students:
The Bible
Anything by C.S. Lewis
The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien
Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller
Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers

W H E A T O N 1 7

patterns, inflections, and rhythms I could hold onto. If certain details
went fuzzy . . . well, these voices were literally bound, and so bound to
this earth. I could take down a particular volume and remember its
nuances again. Holding it again, I could bring it into even better
focus—heck, I could fall asleep with it, if I wanted to. I could tuck it
under my pillow, rest my hand on its heart.

Perhaps this sounds cliché, but I’ll say it anyway: great literature
taught me things, showed me things, when my mother (or anyone else,
for that matter) no longer could. Happily ever after? Maybe. Not
always, but sometimes. Beginning, middle, end? Yes, there was comfort
in that. In the books written by my most-trusted authors, adventure
was sanctioned, and escape too, even disobedience and rebellion . . . but
always for the sake of truth and beauty, meaning and reason. In a novel,
I could fall in love for the first time. I could feel hatred, envy, anger,
fear, grief—things I wasn’t necessarily supposed to feel about town.
I could lose myself in a character, the more fully to find myself again.

I could retreat into a fictional setting, the more responsibly to return to
the real world. I came to need certain writers and their stories the 
way I’d needed my mother—to lend me a voice, to help me find my
own, to carry me through.

I still read literature this way, as if my life depends on it.What is this
experience like for me now, exactly? Well, time seems to stop, and 
I enter a place of quiet. I listen and truly understand. I’m led into
deeper communion through language that holds liturgical resonance,
and also through the broken spaces between the words.

I believe it’s somewhat like prayer.
Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84 received her doctorate in English from the
University of Illinois at Chicago. She is the author of the young adult novel
Dream Journal, a 2006 BookSense Pick, and the picture book, Lucy’s
Family Tree. Her father, Clayton Halvorsen, was professor of music and
conductor of the Men’s Glee Club at Wheaton for 30 years. Her mother,
Josephine Halvorsen, taught piano and music theory at Wheaton for 20 years.

Dr. Christina Beiber Lake, Associate Professor of English 

Beloved by Toni Morrison*
Toni Morrison once said that her novels were “about love and how to survive. . . .
whole in a world where we are all of us, in some measure, victims of
something.” In Beloved, Morrison tells the story of a black woman, Sethe,
whose experience of the pain of slavery leads her to an emotional enslavement
that she feels powerless to overcome. Morrison illustrates what happens when
we allow the pain we have suffered to possess us, when we let it lead us 
to destroy ourselves and devour others, all in our effort to feel better. The novel
insists that only true community can rescue us from the isolation of our pain 
by redeeming the past—not by forgetting or transcending it.

■

Dr. Leland Ryken, Kilby Chair of English
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis*

Mere Christianity crossed my path during my undergraduate years. . . . Several
aspects of the book captured me and have continued to make it one of the
great and influential books in my life. One is the British logic by which 
Lewis plays with a topic, turning it like a prism in the light and lending
validation to his conclusions. Another is the liveliness of the style, especially its
conversational quality and the effectiveness of its analogies and metaphors. . . .
But the thing that has made it influential in my life is the way in which it
clarifies Christian morality and doctrine, making them both logically convincing 
and appealing. The effect of reading Lewis’s account of the Christian virtues 
is to make me want to practice them.

■

Dr. Christine Colon, Assistant Professor of English
The Waves by Virginia Woolf *

“We don’t get this!” was the cry that emanated from my classmates and 
me upon our first reading of Virginia Woolf’s The Waves. As undergraduates
who were frustrated by our first exposure to stream-of-consciousness 

53746_pg12_28  11/21/07  12:14 AM  Page 17



And she would have at it.
Beatrice was brought up reading, in other words, which suited her

just fine.“My parents encouraged each of their seven children (their
eighth died in infancy) to be what they felt they should be,” she recalls.
“We were given the great gift of expansiveness.”

This gift—an open mind—also carried an inevitable, if necessary,
burden.As a student at Bryan College, Beatrice felt torn by certain
questions and concerns: How can I be a teacher of English and still be doing
God’s work? What is my ultimate purpose in life, given my faith and my
passion for literature? Hoping to reconcile these issues, Beatrice enrolled
in the master’s program at Wheaton College. Her degree was in
Christian education, but Beatrice also took courses in philosophy,
systematic theology, the Bible as literature, and other “mind-
awakening” subjects.

By the time Beatrice graduated from Wheaton in 1947, she believed
that God was the author of all truth and beauty; and she also believed
that the teaching of literature was God’s call for her life.Without
reservation, she embraced literature as her field. Beatrice then taught
intermittently at Bryan, while studying French and German and
completing her doctorate at Vanderbilt. She would pursue post-doctoral
work at Northwestern University and Oxford University— “all this 
for the pure joy of learning.”

In 1957, Beatrice began her 33-year tenure at Wheaton. She chose to
work at the College because of its commitment to the mission of
Christian higher education.“Beatrice was one of the superior teachers.
Because of her, I became an English major,” Professor of English 
Dr. Roger Lundin ’71 remembers.“She introduced me to works like
The Brother’s Karamazov and King Lear with a depth of understanding,
sensitivity, and intelligence that was captivating.”

Roger also describes Beatrice’s astute understanding of  “the promise
and perplexity of the modern age. She related faith in Christ to the
whole range of literary and cultural activity.” Roger particularly
benefited from Beatrice’s capacity for empathy and wisdom during the
spring of 1968, when Bobby Kennedy was assassinated and the world
seemed tumultuous.“Beatrice took an hour to talk through this event
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“Come!”
Her voice. I’d know it anywhere—
majestic, yet gracious; authoritative, yet
humble. Many years have passed since
we last spoke, but still, Dr. Beatrice
Batson utters a single word and calls me
to my best self.

Now, turning from her computer,
Beatrice welcomes me with open arms.

It is so good to see her again, to leave my hesitation at her office door
and enter this sanctuary of her creation, where it’s pretty much a given:
Beatrice will affirm mind and imagination, rigorous scholarship and
heartfelt creativity, as gifts from God.

Beatrice’s office is located in Buswell Library, two floors up from the
E. Beatrice Batson Shakespeare Collection (an expansive compilation
of books and essays established in Beatrice’s honor, and coordinated 
by her, which explores the Bard’s oeuvre through the lens of the
Christian tradition).This office is smaller than Beatrice’s previous digs
in the Old Blanchard, and I do miss the ivy, the grand windows that
seemed the perfect backdrop for her rich academic life. But compelling
images of Shakespeare illuminate these walls, too, and there’s that
familiar photograph of the rose-festooned Oxford door! An intricate
tapestry, acquired during one of Beatrice’s many travels, softens a metal
filing cabinet.And, yes, we are flanked by her beloved books.

Here is the stuff that shapes legends, and fuels memories such as this:
from an early age, Beatrice loved the feel of books and everything
about them.At 12, she announced to her father that she was going to
be a professor.They were sitting in front of a fireplace, talking, and
what did this gentleman do, presented with his daughter’s dream? 
He smiled and encouraged her. Beatrice deems this “a wonderful,
prudent move on the part of a parent,” and remembers her childhood
as consistently blessed.When she’d exhausted the library in her own
home, for instance, she’d pay a visit to her grandmother, who kept
stacks of books on tables just for Beatrice.“You’ll want to read this
one, and that one, but not that one,” Beatrice’s grandmother would say.

the 
quality of
mercy

During Homecoming Weekend, the Alumni Association awarded Dr. Beatrice Batson M.A. ’47
the Wheaton College 2007 Alumna of the Year Award for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater.

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84
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with me,” Roger recalls.“In essence, she said: I honor the intensity 
and uniqueness of your experience, but I’m also here to show you the
larger context of your experience, and how it’s all under God’s
sovereignty.”

Such were Beatrice’s pedagogical gifts, extended to generations of
Wheaton students.Whether in the public domain of her classroom, in
the privacy of her office, or on a much-cherished Wheaton-in-England
trip, Beatrice presented great literature (she single-handedly introduced
Russian literature into Wheaton’s curriculum, for example); she allowed
this material to mystify and provoke; and she facilitated and nurtured
meaningful, life-giving connections.

Beatrice also deeply influenced her colleagues, serving on
numerous faculty committees, co-founding SEVEN (an annual
journal designed to promote awareness of the seven authors of the
Wade Center and to encourage critical assessment of these 
writers’ works), and acting as chair of the English department for 
13 years. Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner recalls her early years teaching
under Beatrice’s leadership:“She was one of those prime forces at
Wheaton involved in character formation—a model of commitment
to the College, as well as to literature and its ability to contain 
truth and provide vision. Beatrice treated us with such respect,
and had such high standards. She placed opportunities before me,
for instance—whether it was delivering a paper, applying for a
fellowship, or writing a book—and provided support for whatever 
I needed.”

Beatrice taught her last official class at Wheaton in 1991, but today,
at work in her office—editing a collection of essays, writing a scholarly
article, planning the next Shakespeare Institute—she continues to
realize her childhood dream of an expansive and fulfilling academic
life.“The best we can give is ourselves,” she once exhorted students in
a memorable chapel address.“Let’s be sure that self is as strong and
committed, as God-centered and human-hearted . . . as is humanly
possible, a self that possesses a mind that is clear-cutting and richly
stored.”

In Beatrice, such merciful qualities reign.

W H E A T O N 1 9

“That light we see is burning in my hall.
How far that little candle throws his beams!”

—Portia, The Merchant of Venice, Act V, Scene 1
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student leaders in the study of contemporary human rights issues.
Inspired by the example of Danish citizens who intervened to save

the lives of Jews during World War II, HIA founders say the goal of the
program is to train student leaders to identify and surmount
institutionalized violations of human rights in democratic societies.
Founded in 1997, the program places American undergraduate students
with European peers for five weeks of intensive lectures, site visits, and
research papers in one of five European capitals: Copenhagen, Berlin,
Paris,Amsterdam, or Warsaw.

In recent years,Wheaton students and alumni have made significant
inroads into the flagship human rights program, historically the realm
of secular Ivy League students. In doing so, they have brought diversity
to HIA’s ranks and discussions, providing an intelligent religious voice
traditionally lacking in human rights circles.

arah Bagge ’09 endured the
stares of strangers as she wandered the streets of Copenhagen this past
summer. Many pointed. Others whispered comments. One teenager
yelled at her in Danish,“Get out of the country!”

Sometimes loaded with expletives, these responses were sickening,
but they didn’t surprise Sarah, who was wearing a hijab. She spent a
June afternoon wearing the Muslim headscarf around the capital of
Denmark in order to personally experience the reactions Muslim
women deal with every day.“The whole experience just brought home
our research,” she says.“In just three hours, we experienced a whole
range of hostile reactions.”

An international relations major, Sarah examined society’s treatment
of Danish converts to Islam during a summer fellowship with
Humanity in Action (HIA), a trans-Atlantic study program that guides
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bridging the divide

S

by Jeremy Weber ’05 

Wheaton students and alumni partner with other

student leaders through a prestigious 

international fellowship designed to “preempt the

violence that comes from intolerance.” 
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counterparts with how they approached human rights from a religious
perspective. She has also been impressed by how Wheaton students
have been willing to have their faith challenged in conversation with
those holding different views.

“Wheaton students have made a great impact on the HIA fellows, on
the program directors, on the whole organization,” says Judith.“I actually
went to Wheaton to see the source, to see what kind of place produces
students of such quality who were so important to our program.”

Dr. Sandra Joireman, associate professor of politics and international
relations, sees the program as a unique opportunity, and has encouraged
several students to apply for the fully funded program each year.“It gets
students out of the bubble and fully immersed in these other cultures
with different kinds of students,” she explains.

With opportunity comes responsibility, and HIA requires a demand-
ing level of output from its fellows, both academically and socially.
But another challenge of the program is the intense subject matter,
which often requires a great deal of emotional energy from participants.

Jeff Hochstetler, who first participated in the 2005 Amsterdam
program, described having frank conversations with Auschwitz survivors,
touring Nazi concentration camps, and observing Polish and American
Jewish students argue over who suffered more during the Holocaust.

“I was often overcome with an extreme feeling of lament,” says Jeff.
“During these times, academic conversations about the role of 
politics, perpetrators, bystanders, and victims paled in comparison to
the intractable questions of life, death, violence, and suffering.”

He will long remember touring the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp in Poland— “Saying nothing, thinking nothing,
praying nothing—completely overcome with grief.”

xperiences such as these have allowed the Wheaton fellows to
further refine their convictions regarding human rights. Jonathan

is now pursuing a degree in international law at Notre Dame. David
Peyton is researching economic development for a think tank in
Washington, D.C. Jeff is considering an invitation to intern with the
2008 Paris program.

The fellows enjoyed the opportunity to engage with peers from
secular and European colleges.“It was a necessary reminder that
Christians do not have a monopoly on righteous acts,” says David
Peyton.“There are many secular people who are promoting human
dignity in powerful ways.The question that HIA posed to me was:
‘How can we as Christians partner with these people?’”

Jonathan agrees with the importance of bridging the religious-
secular divide.“Barriers come crashing down when you can sit 
with someone and explain that the call of Christ to love our neighbors
as ourselves means we can work with them on some really momentous
issues,” he says.“We can work together to end genocide, promote
democracy, or address poverty in our own cities.And most importantly,
we can still have a relationship with each other even if we do not 
share a faith.”

Along with Sarah, two other Wheaton students were each awarded
one of just 57 American HIA fellowships this past summer: English
literature major David Michael ’07 and sociology major Veronica Ponce
’08. In addition, three of the program’s five European internship slots
were filled by Wheaton alumni: Jonathan Miner ’05 in Copenhagen,
Jeff Hochstetler ’06 in Warsaw, and David Peyton ’07 in Berlin.

The numbers are an indication of the respect Wheaton students have
earned in secular human rights circles that normally associate religion
with intolerance and discrimination.

“We were absolutely delighted that three of the five interns were
from Wheaton this year,” said Judith Goldstein, HIA’s executive director.
“This is really quite remarkable, and a testimony to their maturity, the
breadth of their interest, and their sensitivity to human rights issues.”

oldstein noted that Wheaton students bring a welcome diversity
to the program’s ranks.“A program that deals with minorities

cannot have just a majority representation,” she said.“Usually very
liberal-minded people apply for the program.We don’t get enough
people from religious backgrounds.”

Jonathan Miner was the first Wheaton student to receive an HIA
fellowship. He attended the Berlin program in 2004, joining other
American and German students as they studied the challenges faced by
minorities in Germany. He then researched war reparations for political
prisoners of the East German Republic.

As the first fellow from an evangelical background to participate in
HIA, Jonathan found himself faced with a challenge he enjoyed.“I felt a
heavy weight to faithfully represent Christianity to a group that knew
very little about American Christians except that they tended to vote for
Bush,” he says.“I was challenged to think about my faith in ways that
could be articulated to a crowd that had rarely if ever picked up a Bible.”

David Peyton, who attended the 2006 Berlin program, vividly
remembers an Amsterdam discussion group in which fellows shared
their religious backgrounds and convictions. The young Bosnian
sitting next to him explained her belief that no good could come from
belief in God because she had seen people in her country kill each
other over religion.

“I was next in the circle, and explained that I am a Christian and
that my understanding of peace is intimately linked to a God who 
I believe miraculously entered human history,” says David. “The young
woman is still an atheist as far as I know, and I am still a Christian.
Neither of us converted the other; however, we were honest with each
other about deep, heart-felt convictions.”

Such discussions proved challenging yet beneficial, helping to dispel
European stereotypes of American Christianity.“Wheaton students
provide an intelligent voice rooted in faith—which is something many
of the other fellows have never encountered before,” says David
Michael, who in Berlin studied the effects of the Holocaust on German
society.“For them, religion is directly opposed to intellectual discourse.”

Judith Goldstein says the Wheaton fellows challenged their secular
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Wheaton’s first full summer overseas study program, ISP was ground-
breaking.At the time, many students had not traveled extensively.
And to be immersed in another culture, to live in a mansion built by
Dutch ship owners, to bike the streets of The Hague, to glimpse life
behind the Iron Curtain—these and others were life-enriching
experiences many alumni remember.And that was precisely the idea.

“My objective was to provide an international experience for our
students that would introduce them to the wider world of economics
and political science,” notes Bob.

Many of these alumni say that the trip was formative—whether in
terms of launching a career, shaping their understanding of the 
world, developing lasting friendships with students and professors, or
simply fostering a love for travel.

Randy Pfund ’74, now general manager with the Miami Heat,
observes,“It’s an excellent way to teach.To be able to walk into the
building where a treaty was signed . . . to experience Bastille Day in
France. . . . Experiences like these bring history to life.”

Stephen Smith ’78 says the influence of what he learned is 
ongoing.The ability to step out of his American mindset “has been a
great help in dealing with people from around the world.” Now
president of Amsted Rail, he says,“People are always impressed when
they find someone who has taken the time to learn something about
their culture or their economic system.”

One of several Wheaton faculty who taught alongside Bob overseas,
Dr. Mark Amstutz, professor of politics and international relations,
believes that in today’s global market, programs like this one are
becoming increasingly essential to a strong academic curriculum.
He says,“ISP bridged the gap between the theoretical and the 
applied world, while also offering a high level of interaction between
students and faculty, meshing the spiritual, intellectual, and social
together in a way that’s hard to do on campus.”

Editor’s Note:Though Bob and Shirley Bartel left Wheaton they continued
leading an International Business Institute for 20 more years.At Wheaton,
the International Studies Program continued on a biannual basis under 
the direction of Dr. Mark Amstutz, professor of politics and international
relations, and Dr. Jim Halteman, Carl R. Hendrickson Professor of Business
and Economics. Currently in transition, the program is expected to resume 
in 2009. In the meantime, Dr.Annette Tomal, associate professor of business
and economics, will lead a business/economics study semester to seven
Central and Eastern European countries this summer.
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a New World View

he year is1971. Intel just introduced the
microprocessor, the “computer in a chip.”Apollo XIV has landed on
the moon. All in the Family is the most popular television program 
in America, and songs by Rod Stewart and Carole King top the 
U.S. charts.

At Wheaton, Economics Chair Robert Bartel ’53 and his wife,
Shirley Danenhour Bartel ’52, have just begun the International
Studies Program (ISP), which over the course of 11 years, would
introduce more than 600 Wheaton students to the world of
international business at a time when Americans’ interests were often
insular, and Europe seemed distant.

Imagine you are among the first group of 38 students to travel to 
the Netherlands for six weeks of study, and then throughout Western
Europe on tour for three more weeks.Trustee Phil Hubbard ’72
remembers the experience as pivotal for many reasons.

Overseas for the first time, Phil bought an engagement ring for
Patricia Elsen Hubbard ’73 in Belgium, was awestruck by the Alps and
the beauty of Austria, and came home with a much broader view of
the world.

“I learned to look at things from others’ perspectives,” he says. But
besides that, the now successful CEO says,“The trip solidified my
desire to go into international business.” Phil is one of many alumni
reminiscing about the experience since Bob and Shirley invited the
entire group back to campus this fall for a reunion that featured 
guest speaker Sir Patrick Duffy, a member of the British Parliament.
Sir Patrick was one of many whom Bob pulled from European and
Dutch academic, political, and corporate life, to speak to students,
encouraging “Fireside Chats” the night before a lecture.

How many 20-year-olds have the opportunity to gather around a
crackling fire in the Netherlands and talk with the first Nobel Laureate
in economics, or hear a dramatic personal story of imprisonment
during World War II from a Dutch poet and professor of American
history and culture?

“The world is a book and those who do not travel read only one page.”
—St. Augustine

by Katherine

Halberstadt

Anderson ’90
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Understanding world economics
“It was my first exposure to international business and economics and what
I learned there has continued to influence my approach to business ever
since. . . . It’s my hope that Wheaton faculty will continue to be thought leaders so
that students’ perspectives are as broad as possible in this increasingly
shrinking world. . . . One of the principles we studied was the process of
industrialization and how countries and economies mature through that process.
Understanding that has been a key even today as I’ve looked at opportunities for
outsourcing; I’m often looking at where economies are in the maturity curve.”

Daniel Johnson ’78, CEO, Verisae, Inc.

Lessons in failure and success
Traveling to the Soviet Union in 1976, Sue Bowen remembers the long lines of
people waiting to enter minimally stocked grocery stores, shopping malls where
many stores featured the same items, and cleaning women sweeping with twig
brooms in a modern, high-rise hotel. “It was really a case study that we
observed—the failure of another economic system,” she says.

Now with five children, a background in banking, a fledgling business, and the
added responsibilities of partnering with her husband Jim Bowen, CEO of First
Trust Portfolios, Sue says, “I think the most valuable lesson that summer came
from observing Bob and Shirley. I learned a lot about how important the
personal relationship is in business.”

Sue Penner Bowen ’78, entrepreneur

Going global
A missionary kid, David Iglesias ’80 had to sell his car to pay for the trip. Though
he grew up in a cross-cultural family and had been to Latin America, this was
his first visit to Europe, and it opened his eyes to the influences of Asia and
Africa in Europe.

A history major, he says two memories stand out: “I loved running in the old-
growth forests in Holland,” he says, adding that he now understands why the
dense forests in European stories are always scary.
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Another, more sobering, memory was the experience of visiting the
concentration camp at Dachau. “They have kept some of the ovens there. . . .
To see this evidence of evil is the kind of thing you never forget.”

David Iglesias ’80, former U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico

Family trees and banking opportunities
A political science major, Beth Schipper DeSimone ’81, got permission to
research her family’s history, and was successful that summer in tracing her
roots back to the 1600s. The highlight came when she found the street where
her grandmother was born.

Meeting a member of the World Bank that summer, Beth decided she’d like to
pursue that kind of work. She has, over the course of her career, worked as an
international trade attorney, and now focuses on banking. Now a mother
herself, she is encouraging her daughter to travel. “Any summer abroad is a
good experience.”

Beth Schipper DeSimone ’81, counsel, Arnold & Porter, LLP

Responses from ISP alumni 30 years
later illustrate what made this
program special, and demonstrate how
international studies enrich students’ lives
far beyond the classroom years.

why travel?
(From left) Phil
Hubbard ’72,
Jim Askew ’73,
and Dave
Gotaas ’72
were among
the first group
of Wheaton
students to
travel to the
Netherlands
with the
International
Studies
Program.

Bob ’53 and
Shirley
Danenhour
Bartel ’52
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familiesW H E A T O N

What interracial
marriage teaches
us about being the
body of Christ.

A
Picture of
Unity

by Jessica L. Allen

Alex M.A. ’03 and Janelle Nelson Kwee ’00, M.A. ’03, Psy.D. ’06, with new daughter, Talya.

The eleventh in a series
focusing on issues faced
by Wheaton families
in today’s complex world.
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“Sociological treatises and psychological studies

abound about the problems of and motives behind

interracial relationships. . . . But despite extensive

research into such relationships, there have been few

human stories about why individuals from different

and frequently antagonistic worlds defy formidable

cultural prejudices and taboos to unite their lives

in friendship and marriage.”
—Mark Mathabane
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In the 1992 book, Love in Black and White: The
Triumph of Love Over Prejudice and Taboo, black South African 
Mark Mathabane and his white American wife, Gail, recount the
story of how they met and fell in love as journalism students at
Columbia University, despite strikingly dissimilar backgrounds and
experiences. Set against the backdrop of New York in the 1980s,
their romance unfolds to scrutiny, while the ravages of apartheid
across the Atlantic—both distant and ever-present to Mark—remain 
a disheartening reminder of the insidious evils of racism.

Fifteen years after its publication, and 40 years after the landmark
Supreme Court ruling in Loving v. Virginia overturning anti-
miscegenation laws in the United States, how are interracial and
intercultural unions viewed today? And more importantly, how should
we, as followers of Christ, view them?

As attitudes in mainstream society have vacillated between apathy
and ambivalence, openness and outright opposition, Christians, too,
continue to wrestle with developing a framework for interracial
relationships that embodies biblical principles while avoiding the
extremes—division and discrimination because of our differences, or
de facto assimilation for the sake of our faith.

Here several in the Wheaton College community reflect on the
kingdom significance of their interracial, intercultural relationships
and the challenges we still face along the path to reconciliation and
unconditional love.

“The rules have changed”

Although only 7.5 percent of marriages are interracial, a March 11
article in the Chicago Tribune revealed that there has been an almost
fourfold increase in their number, according to a report released
earlier that month by the Council on Contemporary Families. Just 
35 years ago, 39 percent of Americans still favored laws banning them.
Now that figure has decreased to ten percent, and is even lower
among young people.

Dr. Janelle Nelson Kwee ’00, M.A. ’03, Psy.D. ’06 doesn’t doubt
that her relationship with husband,Alex M.A. ’03, would have been
different a generation ago.A white American with rural,Western
roots, Janelle met Alex, a Chinese Singaporean, while both were grad
students in Wheaton’s psychology program. Still in their late twenties
and early thirties, they have been married for two years.

“I always had an easy time imagining myself in interracial
relationships, but not necessarily with Asians,” recalls Janelle, who
speaks fluent Spanish, has spent time in Latin American countries, and
works predominately with Latinos.“The detail of being in an inter-
racial or intercultural relationship didn’t stop me as much as my own
expectation for the kind of person I had pictured myself being with.”

Janelle is now in her second year as a visiting professor of

psychology at Wheaton.And although both she and Alex are in the
same field professionally (working as postdoctoral therapists out of
Meier Clinics), she says that’s where the similarities end—and where
the intrigue begins.

“My mom comes from a farming community in Washington state
that is culturally completely opposite of the urban environment in
Singapore,” describes Janelle.“You do everything with your hands, and
everything is on the land. It’s very rural American.And Alex comes
from a country where you have house help, you live in high rises, and
four-and-a-half million people occupy this tiny little island.”

She admits that initially Alex’s family had reservations about his
marrying “an American girl,” for cultural reasons that had little to do
with race and much to do with “the moral correctness of American
society.” But Janelle says ultimately both of their families have been
open to and accepting of their relationship—something she does not
take for granted.

“I don’t think by any means that stereotypes aren’t still there,” adds
Janelle, who expects to “face questions and assumptions and ideas
from people at a new level” now that she and Alex have recently
welcomed their first child.“I do think that legally and socially, the
rules about being out of your group, or having outsiders in your
group have changed.There is increasing openness, increasing
acceptance. In some contexts it’s kind of hip, or respected and
idealized as representational of the new millennium.”

Janelle sees her life as vastly enriched because of the diverse sense of
cultural heritage she and Alex share. She also looks forward to
fostering that appreciation in their daughter—whether it’s passing
along a love for the great outdoors, or a taste for authentic Southeast
Asian food.

“Love is not enough”

The subtlety of racist attitudes in society is something that professor
of sociology Dr.Alvaro Nieves has both studied and experienced.

Growing up as a Puerto Rican in New York City, he remembers
being confronted and challenged by the incongruity of his faith and
the racial prejudices of the day.

“I was just 16 when I started dating a young woman at my church
who was olive-skinned—her father was a black Puerto Rican, and her
mother was a white Puerto Rican,” recalls Dr. Nieves.“In Latino
culture, there is a stigma against marrying someone with a darker
complexion. I remember my own mother being upset that I was
dating her, and it was like a theological awakening. My mother, who
had always preached equality, suddenly revealed a prejudice.”

Now with a white American wife, Dr. Nieves notes the key to
making an interracial/intercultural marriage successful lies in the
willingness of both partners to appreciate and be involved in each
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other’s cultural contexts.
“Love is not enough,” he says.“There has to be a mutual respect for

cultural sensitivities. My own marriage would not have worked had
my wife not shown she had an appreciation for and willingness to
participate in Latino culture.”

From becoming members of a Latino church, to adopting five
children of different ethnicities, Dr. Nieves and his wife, Leslie, have
certainly had to learn to embrace a multicultural lifestyle, and
occasionally navigate turbulent waters.

“We’ve dealt with things all couples deal with, like how to handle
interpersonal relationships and conflict,” he says.“I grew up in a
machismo-oriented culture, so there were tensions over gender roles.
But it came down to the question of whether we could and would
adjust to each other.”

According to Dr. Nieves, healthy interracial and intercultural
relationships should be a hallmark of the body of Christ, illustrating
how we should adapt to style differences and seek compromise.

“There must be a willingness of people in the majority culture to
place themselves under submission to minority leadership if we want
to achieve diversity that is more than pure tokenism,” he says.“As in
marriage, both sides have to work together to succeed.”

“What Christ intended”

Married for more than 30 years with four children, Chris ’75 and
Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77 defy the brutal statistics that cite a
41 percent divorce rate for interracial couples within the first 10 years
of marriage. Chris, a white Canadian, met Carlene, a black Jamaican,
through a club for international students at Wheaton.

“When we decided to get married, we told ourselves, ‘This is it,’”
says Carlene.“There was never any question of whether this would
work out.We were very deliberate in our courtship and in our
relationship.”

She notes the key to the longevity of their marriage—as in any
faith-based marriage—has been keeping Christ at the center.“My
parents told me from the beginning, as long as we did that, they
would support me if this was truly what I wanted.”

Back when she and Chris first began dating, Carlene says their

similarities, not their differences, attracted them to one another.Their
respective homelands (originally influenced by British customs) left a
lasting mark culturally and socially, and class trumped race where
stereotypes and stigmas were concerned.

“In Jamaica it was more important which side of the tracks you
came from than what color your skin was,” Carlene says. Once in the
United States, although she admits she wasn’t naïve to the fact that
“I was now in a culture where I was judged by the way I look,” she
says she dated whoever asked her out.

“I never felt that I couldn’t date someone because he was white,
or because he was Chinese . . . who I dated was based on what I had
in common with that person,” she elaborates.“I never thought it
was wrong.”

But back in the 1970s, others did think it was, some even going
so far as telling her she was living in sin. Chris believes it is this kind
of myopic thinking that contributes to division within the church
to this day.

“If the only experience we have with the body of Christ is the
experience we have within our own culture, we understand the
Kingdom of God a lot less than we could or should,” he says.“I think
we’re richer as Christians when we understand how people of all
cultures understand their relationship with Christ.”

Chris says his interracial marriage has been a blessing both
personally and professionally, enhancing his effectiveness as the director
of Outreach Community Ministries in Wheaton. His work involves
providing a variety of counseling and support services to struggling
families and neighborhoods in DuPage County (Ill.).

“The fact that my wife and I have been crossing cultural boundaries
for years, not just racial boundaries, is very helpful,” he explains.“It’s
allowed me as a leader and us as an organization to pay attention to
these issues and make sure we’re constantly seeking to learn and grow
and understand what it means to be in ministry cross-culturally.”

And although the passage of time hasn’t made Carlene the least bit
oblivious to the occasional stares and ignorant comments of strangers,
she is encouraged by the shift she sees taking place in the way society
perceives race.“In my children’s generation I see that people are
becoming less aware of color,” she observes.“As people become more
educated, I think that makes a difference.This is what the Kingdom
of God looks like—a mixture of cultures, a mixture of races, a mixture
of ages—whatever.This is what Christ intended it to be.”
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From left:
Janelle and Alex
Kwee, Dr. Alvaro
and Leslie Nieves,

and Chris and
Carlene Ellerman.
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wonder if it will be obvious that I’m an alumnus,” I thought to myself as I approached

Edman Chapel just before 10:30 A.M. Returning to Wheaton for your 25th class reunion can

be slightly intimidating.

“Let me get that door for you, sir!” said an eager young lad wearing a Homecoming T-shirt.

Yikes. Question answered. I didn’t notice him calling anyone else “sir.”

“Why do these students look so young?” I thought. “Has it really been 25 years since I was one

of them?”

For our reunion banquet, I was asked to prepare some thoughts as we look ahead to our next

25 years. I decided I would ask for help from other alumni who had already walked the road

ahead of us—those who graduated from Wheaton some 50 years ago. After a dozen

or so conversations with some senior saints, four distinct themes emerged, and I want to share

them with you.

Nurture your soul. The most common exhortation I heard from people was to spend time

daily reading and meditating on the Scriptures. One woman said, “Time spent with God is the

only important thing in life. Without it, we become about us.”

Expect (but don’t fear) tough times. Everyone experiences seasons of pain and
suffering—some more than others. With the benefit of hindsight, people said they can now see

how God uses these times to shape us, and remind us that we are not alone. “Read the

Psalms,” they said, “and persevere. You will get through this.”

Do not become attached to the things of this world. Don’t accumulate too much
“stuff.” Hold lightly to the things you own. Learn to be generous and explore what it means to

become a radical giver.

Take time. You think the past 25 years went fast? Hold on. Take time to smell the roses,
to read, to be quiet, to renew friendships, to help those in need.

One of my classmates, healthy now after battling a serious illness, added another theme. “Live

with a sense of urgency,” he told us, “because we never know when God will call us home.”

Amen to that, my friend.

And let me get that door for you, sir.

To listen to Tim's Homecoming reunion talk, visit www.wheaton.edu/wetn/alumniarchive.htm#hcom2007.
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Homecoming Weekend
photo album
1 Robbie, Tyler, and Andrew Larsen pose for

a snapshot with Pancakes the Clown.

2 Chaplain Kellough, Rev. Jasper Bacon ’82,

and President Litfin enjoy a lighthearted

moment during Homecoming Chapel.

3 It was a gorgeous weekend for returning

alumni. Welcome back! 4 Minneapolis Club

volunteer Todd Lindquist ’87 and daughter,

Annika, at the Homecoming BBQ. 5 Dr. Matt

Hsieh ’93, president of the Wheaton College

Alumni Association, and President Litfin

honor Dr. Beatrice Batson M.A. ’47, the 2007

Alumna of the Year, at the football game.

6 Wheaton scores a 29-7 victory over

Millikin University in front of a stadium full of

alumni and students. 7 Friends from the

Class of 2002 meet for a special evening of

music and conversation. (l to r): Tess

Helemkamp, Melissa Pierre, Crystal Yingling,

Becky Collins, Emily Haag. 8 BBQ fun.

8

7

save the date
alumni weekend
may 9-10, 2008
Look for information in your mailbox, or call the

Alumni Relations office at 630.752.5047.

Classes commemorating reunions: 1933, 1938,

1943, 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978
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ALUMNIassociation
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Faculty Grants
Vincent Bacote, biblical and theological studies

Amy Black, politics and international relations

Christine Kepner, foreign language

Kristen Page, biology

Rick Richardson, intercultural studies

Tom Schwanda, Christian formation and ministry

Michael Stauffer, communication

Science division block grant for faculty/student

summer research

Faculty Missions Project
Vincent Bacote, biblical and theological studies—

Nigeria

Daniel Block, biblical and theological studies—Greece

Jeffrey Greenberg, geology and environmental

science—Northern Tanzania

Barrett McRay, Christian formation and ministry—

Democratic Republic of Congo

Gerard Sundberg, Conservatory—Ukraine

For Scholarships in their
Senior Year of 2007-2008
Hilary Guth, Jonathan Kindberg, Robert Kubinec,

Michelle Linton, Charles Liu, Alex Silk, Joshua Williams

Distinguished Service Awards
For Distinguished Service to Society

Dr. Arthur J. Ammann ’58

For Distinguished Service to Alma Mater

Dr. Roger W. Lundin ’71

Marilee A. Melvin ’72

Junior Faculty Grants
Alma Hoffman, art

David Hooker, art

Leroy Huizenga, biblical and theological studies

Roy Joseph, communication

Jon Laansma, foreign language

Steven Loomis, education

Noah Toly ’99, urban studies

Each year the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors awards financial and nonfinancial

grants and awards to faculty, students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow

from the annual Wheaton Fund, which also supports every faculty member’s salary

and every student’s academic program.

Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors Row 1: (l. to r.) Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 (Executive Director), Matt Hsieh ’93

(President-Elect), Bob Dye ’73 (President), Tim Stoner ’82, Mark Dillon (Vice President for Advancement & Alumni Relations). Row 2: Marilyn Carnett Spradley ’65,

Jenai Davis Jenkins ’89, Donald Amsler ’58, Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72, Jennifer Brown Brown ’99, Adonya Seldon Little ’90 (secretary), Sally Lynch Brinks ’60,

Lola Olateju ’05, Chuck Hogren ’58 (past president), David Salstrom ’53. Row 3: Gary Campbell M.A. ’02, Egil Anderson ’61, Stephen Dill ’72, Elizabeth Woodson

’06, Mary Beth Willson Elsen ’71, Paul Elsen ’71. Not pictured: Jan Renich Barger ’69, Christopher Perciante ’78, Linda Rensink Perciante ’77.

annual report 2006-07
wheaton college alumni association
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Fall 2007 Loop Breakfast
David Iglesias ’80, former U.S. Attorney for

the District of New Mexico (left), spoke to

nearly 60 alumni, including Peju Olateju ’07

(center) and Jonathan Miner ’05, at the

Chicago Loop Breakfast on October 11, 2007.

Summer BBQ August 2007
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Young Alumni Gather for
Summer BBQ
“The Young Alumni event in

Chicago was a great time. I had

a chance to see friends

who I didn’t know were in the area

and meet other Wheaton grads

I didn’t know before.

Grant Park was the perfect setting

and the food was delicious.”

Andrew Herther ’07

Call or e-mail

Celeste Elsenheimer

Barnett ’04, Wheaton

Clubs Coordinator,

if you want to help plan

a club in your area.

Celeste.Barnett@

wheaton.edu

630.752.5513.

c
lu

b
s

ALUMNI

WHEATON
ONTHE ROAD
2008

W
Can’t make it to campus?
No worries—we’re taking
Wheaton to you! Visit
www.wheatonalumni.org/clubs
to see upcoming events
in your area.
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Q&A with Jeremiah Trusty ’04
What did you study at Wheaton?
I was a communication major.

What made you decide to go to Tokyo?

My college friend Josh Morey ’04 was
doing a two-year internship with
Campus Crusade for Christ’s Athletes in
Action. He told me I would be able
to use basketball and gospel music
as tools in Japan. I joined Josh and three
otherWheaton graduates—Joey ’03,
Noah ’04, and Davy Millard ’06—in
ministry in Tokyo.

What is the most challenging aspect of
your work?
Being away from my family. Missing
all theWheaton weddings! And making
sure I am giving people Jesus, and not
just myself. It’s difficult because
sometimes I think I’m pretty great!

How has your experience at Wheaton
prepared you for your current ministry?
The love and support that I get from my
friends (including professors and staff)
from theWheaton community is
seriously AMAZING!!! I don’t know if
I would be able to get through two
years without them, funding and all.
The relationships are my treasure.

3 4 W I N T E R 2 0 0 8

ALUMNI travel

Contact:

The Alumni Office or

Footstep Ministries

972.418.6103
www.footstepministries.org

Alumni and friends traveled to Greece with tour hosts Footstep Ministries in June 2007.
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5Wheaton College Alumni Relations Tour

Tuscany • Umbria • Rome • October 13-24, 2008
sign up now!

ITALY
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And having people love me and care
about me in those four years at
Wheaton (when I didn't deserve it
or reciprocate the action), taught me
how to love.TheWheaton College
community is amazing. I’m glad I’m
one of the family.

What has been the highlight of your
experience in Japan?

I formed a gospel choir in May 2006
with Japanese college students.
Monday night is definitely my
favorite time of the week.About five
of the students who were involved
with the choir accepted Christ.
When I think about leaving them
when my term is up, it hurts. I want
them all to know Jesus and not just
His music.

How has your faith been affected by your
experience overseas?

The life I live is my ministry—not my
gifts. So there’s no on/off switch with
Jesus.

What is the most important thing you
learned while you were at Wheaton?

Too many to list.You’re going to have
to wait for the book.

Wheaton Snapshots

w w w . w h e a t o n a l u m n i . o r g 3 5

Favorite place
in downtown

Wheaton

Student

Favorite meal
at Wheaton

Your favorite
Wheaton
professor

Your
first job

Actor who
should play you

in a movie

Wheaton’s
best-kept

secret

Jeremiah Trusty ’04 (top center) and friends.

YOUNG ALUMNI first10years

Brian Whartnaby ’11
Freshman

Libertyville, IL

Wheaton Public

Library—free CDs and

DVDs!

chicken parmesan

Ms. Kersten Priest

(sociology and

anthropology)

cashier at Sunset Foods

The dude who played

King Leonidas in 300.

We share the exact

same body type. . . .

The baseball team!

Christy Barton ’10
Sophomore

Farmville, VA

La Spiaza

gnocci or

stuffed peaches

Tough question!

Dr. Graves is wonderful

sales associate at

Ann Taylor Loft

Natalie Portman

Westgate!

(the Alumni office

on the west end

of campus)

Jeff Hau ’09
Junior

San Francisco, CA

Luong Loi restaurant

or Muldoons

Grilled leg of lamb with

mashed potatoes and

gravy

Dr. Wayne Martindale

media resources

production assistant

Shang-Li—

the guy from Disney’s

Mulan

Fischer will always be

better than Traber-Smith

Katherine Gardner ’08
Senior

Clemmons, NC

Starbucks!

Breakfast—yogurt

with granola

and pumpkin bread

Dr. Mathisen

(aka: D.Math) !

Lifeguard at

a country club

I would love for

Reese Witherspoon

to play me!

Being able to rent

equipment from

the SRC to play floor

hockey or dodgeball
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alumni news

AS A YOUNG BOY, Chuck Edwards ’63

navigated Chicago’s train systems alone to visit muse-

ums on Saturdays, sparking a lifelong wanderlust and a

love for science. These interests converged into a career

when the U.S. Food and Drug Administration came

recruiting during his senior year at Wheaton.

Though his counselor advised against accepting a low-

paying government position, Chuck thought the FDA

investigator job sounded appealing, with its promise of

varied and frequent travel.

“My guidance counselor said, ‘Try it for six months, then

come back and we’ll find you a real job,’” remembers

Chuck.

Instead, Chuck worked as a drug investigator for 43

years, performing hundreds of pharmaceutical inspec-

tions in 43 countries. When he retired in July 2006, he

was one of the FDA’s four national drug experts.

So how safe does he rank our medicines? “They are

quite safe if they’ve been approved by the U.S. FDA,” he

says, noting that the 100-year-old agency is considered

the gold standard worldwide.

Chuck began his career inspecting Chicago restaurants,

bakeries, and food preparers. Here he learned the

basics of investigative work. Soon he moved to

Philadelphia and into pharmaceutical inspections,

thanks to the science background he gained as a zool-

ogy major at Wheaton.

Over the years, Chuck helped hundreds of companies

worldwide meet the U.S. standards. Most of the active

ingredients in U.S. drugs are made in foreign factories

with lower manufacturing costs, then shipped to the

U.S. and combined into medicines. He ensured that

these foreign companies had suitable facilities, qualified

employees, and proper testing of raw materials and fin-

ished products.

Chuck followed the drug manufacturing industry as

global economics shifted it from Western to Eastern

Europe, then to South America, China, and India. He

recalls trips to the jungles of Brazil, where ingredients

are made from tree bark and leaves, animal organs, and

even human pituitary glands extracted from corpses.

PRO
FIL

E

“The job is a public health service. You’re protecting the

health of the world,” says Chuck. “It was satisfying work.”

He earned an Award of Merit—the FDA’s highest

honor—for his 1989 product tampering investigation in

Chile after guerrillas injected cyanide into grapes bound

for the U.S.

Incidents like this one haven’t changed what he buys,

but they have made him more aware and more careful

about inspecting produce and products.

But one of his more challenging investigation came in

1982 when 11 Chicago residents died after taking

Tylenol capsules filled with cyanide. The incident led to

the tamper-resistant packaging now required for today’s

medicines.

Chuck credits his faith with his rise through the ranks of

the FDA. “I always tried to conduct myself as the best

example I could be of a Christian and a government offi-

cial,” he says.

He recalls conducting inspections in the Middle East,

China, and Communist Europe during the height of the

Cold War. He was often asked if he was a Christian, and

would have conversations about his faith in private.

“Your life speaks when your words cannot,” said Chuck.

“Wherever in the world we find ourselves, we can live out

our faith.”

by Jeremy Weber ’05

a
Sleuth for
the

System
Just how safe

are the drugs we take?

This Wheaton

alumnus can tell you.
Charles Edwards ’63
and his wife, Joanne
Schrag Edwards ’63,
in Shanghai, China.
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alumni news

One alumna

fosters hope

for India’s next

generation.
PRO

FIL
E
received support from a Presbyterian church in

California (where she had been pursuing her

doctorate at Biola University), and has secured

enough resources to set up the new school,

Eagles Wings Education & Research Center.

It opened its doors to six students this July, and

in its first year intends to serve 20 students

from 11 surrounding villages where extreme

poverty has forced many parents to send their

children to work. She hopes to bring in even

more students eventually, if Eagles Wings can

become self-sustaining over the next seven to

eight years. A microenterprise initiative is being

started in conjunction with the school, so that

families of the children can collectively earn

enough money to support themselves, as well

as eventually raise the $7,000 needed to keep

the school operational annually and pay for the

students’ expenses.

But even as her plans for Eagles Wings begin to

take shape, Regina keeps a full schedule. She

teaches at the Bible College four days a week.

On weekends, she and her husband, Rev. B. M.

Sudheer, visit 23 rural congregations under his

supervision around Madhira, conducting semi-

nars and workshops for pastors and lay leaders,

women and youth, and visiting and encouraging

local believers.

“We know we are not competent to solve the

existing problem of starvation, illiteracy, et

cetera, in India, yet we are instructed by God’s

Word to serve the ‘least of His brethren,’”

Regina says. “In faith we want to do our best

trusting Him to complete that which we cannot

accomplish in our own strength.”

by Jessica L. Allen

Teachingthe Children at Risk

4 4 W I N T E R 2 0 0 8

They are a sobering sight,
the street children of India—like millions of

drops of rainwater, trickling along the muddy

roadways, clinging to each other, collecting in the

gutters.

In the nation with the largest number of poor

children in all of Asia, the statistics are bleak: 80

percent of India’s 400 million children are

severely deprived, 47 percent younger than age

five are either malnourished or stunted, and

some 40 million who are supposed to be in

school are not. Recent reports from the U.N. and

UNICEF reveal the enrollment of 6- to 15-year-

olds in school has actually declined within the

last year.

“Since my return to India I have realized that it is

easier to speak of the poor and needy than it is

to enter into their pain and suffering,” admits

Rev. Regina Sudheer-Alexander M.A. ’98, who is

currently serving in Andhra Pradesh with IMPACT

Community, and also teaching full-time at Bethel

Bible College in Guntur. Her ultimate goal: “To

make the dream of ‘right to life’ a reality in the

lives of children at risk . . . through a holistic,

alternative education that uses performing and

visual arts as means of instruction and vocation-

al training in traditional crafts.”

Regina came to the United States from India as a

Billy Graham Center Scholar to complete gradu-

ate studies at Wheaton, but it was always her

desire to return to her home country and begin a

school for marginalized children. In 2007, she
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...GENER

3rd Generation Christine Williams (Neil ’49 and Lilliam Anderson Williams ’49, grandparents); Benjamin Yacko

(Gail Lower Yacko ’74, mother; James Lower ’48, grandfather); Kathryn Drevets (Doug Drevets ’80, father; Curtis

Drevets ’52, grandfather).

4th and 5th Generation. Susan Wilcox (Linnea Pearson Wilcox ’80, mother; Lehnart ’55 and Carol Landon

Pearson ’55, grandparents; Kenneth ’25 and Margaret Mortenson Landon ’25, great-grandparents); Stephen Tillman

(Kurt ’78 and Margaret Roberts Tillman ’81, parents; Lee ’57 and Joanne Griffith Roberts ’57, grandparents; Rhoella

Parrott Tillman ’52, grandmother; Minnie Plane Roberts 1834, great-great-grandmother); Josh Kvam (Roger ’81 and

Robyn Helm Kvam ’81, parents; Richard ’55 and Andrea Morken Helm ’58, grandparents; Roger ’54 and Deborah

Frierson Kvam ’54, grandparents; Bernice Stuver Frierson ’29, great-grandmother).

2nd Generation. Row 1: Laura Pennington (Daniel Pennington ’79, father); Elena

Zitzman (David ’79 and Paula Winter Zitzman ’81, parents); Meredith Bazzoli (Frederick

Bazzoli ’02, father); Catherine Baker (Linda De Giovanni Baker ’83, mother); Stephen

Han (Aaron ’83 and Laura Wong Han ’82, parents); Jeff Hobday (Ken Hobday ’77);

Briana Bryant (John ’84 and Brooke Pederson Bryant ’86, parents); Andrea Agee

(Daniel ’81 and Peggy Ross Agee ’82, parents); Whitney Evans (Verne ’59 and Carol

Dockstader Evans ’73, parents); Kathryn Paulsen (Tom ’70 and Carole Wright Paulsen

’69, parents); Lauren Agee (Steve Agee ’82, father). Row 2: Heidi Jahns (Christopher

’82 and Kimberly Shirley Jahns ’82, parents); Scott Siemens (David Siemens ’77,

father); Lee Ketch (Brad Ketch ’84, father); Katie Vaselkiv (Mark ’80 and Kathy Hess

Vaselkiv ’82, parents); Sarah Kennedy (Richard Kennedy ’77, father); Julia Ryan (David

’75 and Martha Nelson Ryan ’76, parents); Kathleen Ryan (David ’75 and Martha

Nelson Ryan ’76, parents); Catherine Queen (David ’80 and Melinda Korell Queen ’82,

parents); Laura Sutton (David ’77 and Beth Nelson Sutton ’76, parents); Abigail

Ellsworth (Sean ’87 and Mary Price Ellsworth ’87, parents); Monica Lehman (Douglas

’87 and Karen Frisch Lehman ’86, parents); Hannah Bergman (Barton ’81 and Beth

Hawley Bergman ’83, parents); Christina Sheehy (Lesli Armstrong Sheehy ’76, moth-

er); Robin Floch (Michael ’78, M.A. ’89 and Carol Grimm Floch ’79, parents). Row 3:

Daniel Biegler (Eric Biegler ’81, father); Betsy Welander (Peter ’76 and Mary Hopper

Welander ’73, parents); Julia Schmid (George Schmid ’76, father); Brandon Bocianski

(Michelle Wilkins Bocianski ’83, mother); Christopher Voorhees (Gina Fletcher

Voorhees ’84, mother); Luke Mitchell (Scott Mitchell ’80, father); Caroline Hannema

(Charles ’78 and Elizabeth Allen Hannema ’78, parents); Christopher Krage (Nancy

Crabtree Krage ’76, mother); John Smestad (Julie Rowe Smestad ’79, mother); David

Schultz (Carol Schultz M.A. ’99, mother); Christine Wetendorf (Lori Yaccino Wetendorf

’80, mother); Peter Brice (Claudia Kraftson Brice ’79, mother); Julissa Milligan (Robert

’81 and Stephanie Buzard Milligan ’82, parents); Shane Kelley (Stephen ’81 and

Stephanie Christenson Kelley ’82, parents). Row 4: Briana Neal (Douglas Neal ’87,

father); Elisabeth Graham (Stephen Graham ’82, father); Eric Welander (Charles

Welander ’67, father); Mark Wilkerson (Bryan Wilkerson ’78, father); Andrew Jahns

(Randy ’84 and Susan Rossi Jahns ’85, parents); Stephen Chignell (Derek Chignell ’78,

father); Andrew Hartley (Fred ’75 and Sherry Dykstra Hartley ’75, parents); Andrew

Melby (Scott Melby ’83, father); Joseph O’Rear (Mike O’Rear M.A. ’81, father); Joshua

Stackhouse (John Stackhouse M.A. ’82, father); Henry LePelley (Kelly Lindsey LePelley

M.A. ’82, mother); John Baer (David ’81 and Linda Smallback Baer ’80, parents);

Timothy Zinke (Gilbert Zinke ’79, father).
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3rd Generation. Row 1: Yesenia Mueller (Gary Mueller ’80, father; Robert ’55 and Alice Jarf

Mueller ’53, grandparents); Carol Miner (David ’66 and Eleanor Reynolds Miner ’67, parents; Jack

’42 and Mina Taylor Miner ’43, grandparents); Annie Zagorski (Daniel ’82 and Shirley Smith Zagorski

’82, parents; Robert Smith ’52, grandfather); Christy Krumsieg (Andy ’82 and Debbie Dix Krumsieg

’84, parents; Alene Nelson Dix ’57, grandmother); Caitlin Nielsen (Craig ’90 and Simone Risk Nielsen

’90, parents; Sherril Peterson Risk ’64, grandmother); Camille Diebold (Diane Carlson Diebold ’75,

mother; Ronald ’51 and Geraldine Malsbury Carlson ’51, grandparents); Kennerly Diebold (Diane

Carlson Diebold ’75, mother; Ronald ’51 and Geraldine Malsbury Carlson ’51, grandparents); Sarah

Drevets (Doug Drevets ’80, father; Curtis Drevets ’52, grandfather); Kirstin Lane (Thomas ’79 and

Kathleen Rhoads Lane ’80, parents; Ross ’56 and Carol Dugan Rhoads ’56, grandparents; James

’52 and Arlyne Nelson Lane ’52, grandparents). Row 2: Amy Nussbaum (Andrew ’80 and Wendy

Margosian Nussbaum M.A. ’86, parents; Jack Nussbaum ’55, grandfather); Allison Engel (Kevin ’84

and Janice Beers Engel ’85, parents; Gilbert ’50 and Arlisle Felten Beers ’50, grandparents); Norma

Mulhern (Kathleen Means Mulhern ’81, mother; James Means ’54, grandfather); Jessica Anderson

(Sharon Schroeder Anderson ’80, mother; Eldon ’50 and Ramona Schacht Schroeder ’52, grand-

parents); Gregory Womack (Scott ’84 and Dawn Daniels Womack ’85, parents; Paul Daniels ’62,

grandfather; Evon Breeding Taylor ’61, grandmother); Brieg Anderson (Michael Anderson ’87, father;

Wallace ’48 and Claire Logefeil Anderson ’48, grandparents); Karl Underwood (Wesley ’79 and

Nancy Johnson Underwood ’79, parents; Donald ’50 and Genive Smith Underwood ’51, grandpar-

ents); Jonathan Steely (Allen ’74 and Marcia Limkeman Steely ’79, parents; Merle Steely ’50, grand-

father); Nicholas Tomlin (Lucy Fernandes Tomlin ’82, mother; Betty Behn Fernandes ’53, grand-

mother). Row 3: Tyler Womack (Scott ’84 and Dawn Daniels Womack ’85, parents; Paul Daniels

’62, grandfather; Evon Breeding Taylor ’61, grandmother); Elizabeth Golter (David ’77 and Wendy

Porte Golter ’80, parents; Vince Porte ’63, grandfather; Robert Golter ’54, grandfather); Lauryn

Manby (Marki Hobolth Manby ’83, mother; Kirk ’58 and Sandy Molin Hobolth ’58, grandparents);

Timothy Held (Timothy Held ’57, grandfather); Timothy Vanderpoel (David ’72 and Cynthia Swanson

Vanderpoel ’82, parents; George ’56 and Mary Huizenga Swanson ’55, grandparents; George

Vanderpoel ’41, grandfather); Annie Bowen (Jim ’77 and Sue Penner Bowen ’78, parents; David

Penner ’51, grandfather; Clarence Sands ’35, grandfather); Caroline Bradley (Mark ’79 and Sarah

Bartel Bradley ’80, parents; Robert ’53 and Shirley Danenhour Bartel ’51, grandparents; Charles ’53

and Barbara Brown Bradley ’52, grandparents); Elizabeth Nussbaum (Philip Nussbaum ’84, father;

Jack Nussbaum ’55, grandfather); Elaina Penney (Donald ’76 and Patrice Franz Penney ’78, parents;

Harold ’46 and Wilma Ristvedt Franz ’46, grandparents; Donald Penney ’49, grandfather). Row 4:

Benjamin Reisler (Michael Reisler ’78, father; Ralph ’49 and Nancy Peterson Reisler ’54, grandpar-

ents); Timothy Kellner (Ken ’82 and Susan Eastburg Kellner ’83, parents; Joyce Johnson Eastburg

’53, grandmother; Grace Graffam Kellner ’61, grandmother); Peter Mueller (Rodney Mueller ’76,

father; Robert ’55 and Alice Jarf Mueller ’53, grandparents); Reid Comstock (Douglas Comstock ’80,

father; Roy Comstock ’66, grandfather); Christopher McClatchey (Scott ’81 and Anita Gathman

McClatchey ’82, parents; Stuart ’58 and Anne White Gathman ’57, grandparents); Noah Helm (David

’83 and Lisa Schmid Helm ’84, parents; Richard ’55 and Andrea Morken Helm ’58, grandparents);

Gordon Zimmerman (Jack ’82 and Sara Starks Zimmerman ’81, parents; Don ’55 and Barb Scott

Chase ’56, grandparents); Brad Smith (Glenn ’85 and Beverly Hohm Smith ’83, parents; Wilbert ’52

and Virginia Raedeke Hohm ’52, grandparents); Luke Spradley (Daniel ’83 and Gail Dauchy Spradley

’85, parents; Marilyn Carnett Spradley ’65, grandmother).

new freshmen—sons and daughters of a lumni
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Dr. Scottie May, assistant professor of
Christian formation and ministry
Perspectives on Children’s Spiritual
Formation
(Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006)
An evaluation of how faith is cultivated
in children that reflects on various
methods of Christian education and
determines which is most faithful to
Scripture.

Dr. Nicholas Perrin, assistant professor of
biblical and theological studies
Thomas: The Other Gospel
(Westminster John Knox Press, 2007)
An analysis of “The Gospel of Thomas”
that addresses speculation about its
historical origins and its influence in the
development of early Christianity.

Dr. Mark Amstutz, professor of politics and
international relations
The Rules of the Game
(Paradigm Publishers, 2008)
A text that uses the metaphor of a game
to illustrate how rules structure the
political, economic, legal, and moral
arenas of international affairs.

Dr. John Walton, professor of biblical and
theological studies
The Essential Bible Companion
(Zondervan, 2006)
A colorful and engaging resource
featuring background information,
timelines, and studies on key biblical
characters to aid in understanding
each book of the Bible.

Dr. Timothy Larsen,McManis Chair, and
Dr. Daniel Treier, associate professor of
biblical and theological studies (eds.)
Evangelical Theology
(Cambridge University Press, 2007)
An exploration of evangelicalism from its
historical convictions to its contemporary
intellectual contexts and concerns.

Recommended Reading
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct

individual research and publish books and articles.

Here are some of the more recent books.

The Sermon on the Mount Through the Centuries
(Brazos Press, 2007)

Edited by Associate Dean of Biblical and Theological Studies

Dr. Jeffrey Greenman, McManis Chair of Christian Thought

Dr. Timothy Larsen, and Blanchard Professor of Theology

Dr. Stephen Spencer, this collection of essays examines the different

interpretive approaches to the Sermon on the Mount. Highlighting

influential biblical scholars and theologians— from Luther and

Calvin to Spurgeon and Stott— the authors integrate church history,

biblical exegesis, and theology to shed light on the many and varied

approaches to Scripture. Order The Sermon on the Mount Through
the Centuries and any other faculty books from the Wheaton College

Bookstore: on the Web, www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone,

(630) 752-5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore,

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Stanton Jones, Provost
Ex-gays?
(InterVarsity Press, 2007)
A scientific study that examines and
supports religiously mediated change from
homosexual orientation. Coauthored by
Dr. MarkYarhouse M.A. ’93, M.A. ’97,
Psy.D. ’98 .

53746_pg56_64_u4:53746_pg56_64  11/30/07  7:51 AM  Page 56



I used the information I gleaned on
that seemingly foolish and risky
expedition to write the biography of
Mother George, a daughter of slaves who
served God in Liberia for more than 
60 years. She took many risks for God.
Most were giant steps of faith, like
rescuing little girls from marriages to old
men, and building schools and churches
in the jungles of Liberia.

My husband Al ’50 and I also served
God in Africa, spending countless hours
in the black townships outside
Johannesburg where white South
Africans feared to go. But our years of
reaching African young people were
worth every risk we took.

Since then, whether I’ve been teaching
women in a Damascus hotel, knowing
the police might be listening; or waiting,
stranded, for a friend outside a darkened
airport in rural India; God has covered
me with His protective care.

Now at 80, will I resist the temptation
to stop taking risks? As Al and I move
into a retirement community, will I err
on the safe side? Can I risk taking new
friends close to my heart, knowing the
possibility of losing them? God has never
yet directed me to take a risk that He did
not reward. I pray that I will continue to
welcome each one as it comes.

African night. Chagrined, we realized
we’d taken a risk to get to Togo for an
interview for a book I planned to write.

We hadn’t had time to inform our
husbands in the States of our side trip
from Ghana (no e-mail or cell phones in
1978).We hadn’t secured visas, so an
imposing but affable border guard
offered to hold our passports, assuring us
he’d be at his post when we returned.

At our host’s mansion, we sat at one
end of his cavernous living room while
boisterous conversation filled the room.
When our host finally joined us for 
the interview, he gave us the information
we came for, then urged us to stay
overnight. But we were eager to leave.

On the return trip, our driver spoke
no English, and when a stranger slid into
the front seat, fear gripped our hearts.
Ruth and I grabbed each other’s hands
and began quietly singing a chorus.

The passenger turned around and
asked in broken English,“You
Christian?” We nodded, yes. He opened
his briefcase to show us its only
contents—a Bible. God sent His angel
that night, and he accompanied us 
across the border, through the many
military checkpoints, safely to our hotel
in Accra.And yes, the guard returned 
our passports.

y friend Ruth and I sat apprehensively 
in the back seat of a limousine,
speeding through the inky-black 
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by Lorry Kilinski Lutz ’49, M.A. ’77

We hadn’t had time to inform our husbands. 

We hadn’t secured visas. . . . When a stranger slid into

the front seat, fear gripped our hearts.

The passenger turned around and asked in broken

English, ‘You Christian?’ ”  

“

A life of faith can mean risky business.

Lorry Kilinski Lutz ’49, M.A. ’77

spent more than 20 years in South

Africa, where she and her husband,

Allen ’50 founded a youth min-

istry. Former editor of the missions

magazine, Partners, Lorry also

served as director of AD2000

Women’s Track, providing evange-

lism training for women around

the world. She has authored nine

books, including her latest,

Looking Forward to the Rest of

Your Life? Embracing Mid-life and

Beyond. The Lutzes have five adult

children (one with the Lord) who

are involved in ministry in 

the USA and internationally, and

18 grandchildren.   
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Language, especially familiar
language, seems almost insufficient to
capture the transcendent, to reflect
truth in all of its complexity. But

language is what the poet has to work
with and so the poet is forced to take
sometimes exaggerated, sometimes
extreme steps to pierce the mundane,
breaking up lines, using words in 
odd new contexts, relying on sound
effects and the common language of
our faith which suddenly takes on 
new meaning through these odd
juxtapositions. The poem . . . for any
poet who is trying to capture religious
truth in language is a miracle, a 
journey home for all of us who,
because we are human, have at some
time or other been terribly lost.

me? are essential questions that 
without language, without the act of
naming, we would not be able to 
think, much less even ask.As much as
I hate to admit it, my dog does not 
have language, and as a result I am
quite sure that my dog doesn’t wonder
about God. . . .As a Christian and as a
poet I am constantly concerned with
how language and our sense of
identity as people of the Word
coalesce, how they work together for
our essential purpose to glorify God
in all our endeavors.

One of the reasons poetry 
has such power is that it relies on our
senses—which means it relies on 
part of what makes us particular
human creatures with individual
identities. Poetry awakens first our
senses and then our feelings and
thoughts. But poems do more than
describe sounds or scenes. They
actually become the sounds or scenes.
You read a poem about the
resurrection and you know a bit of
what it feels like to have restored 
and renewed flesh.

What it finally boils down to
is that Christian poets must bring the
spirit into flesh just as the incarnation
is Spirit becoming flesh. And this is
what poets can do for theologians.

ntil we know the name of
something, it hardly exists

at all for us. Once we learn the
name, we suddenly find it
everywhere. Think of Helen Keller
and Anne Sullivan, her teacher, on a
summer morning in 1887. Keller’s
sudden acquisition of language was
brilliant—a split second when the
lights went on for her, when objects
began to have an identity associated
with words. In fact, she learned
language and suddenly understood
beauty: “Words,” she wrote, “made
the world blossom for me. . .[T]he
living word awakened my soul, gave
it light, hope, joy, set it free.”What is
most interesting is the connection
Keller also made between knowing
how to name the world and
acquiring a moral sensibility. Helen
learned the name for water—she
experienced its beauty—and
suddenly with the word she had an
identity as a moral being feeling
repentance and sorrow.

In other words: we cannot
experience creation fully and in fact 
we cannot respond as moral beings if 
we do not have the language that 
names creation and our experiences 
in it. To take this several steps
further—the big questions: Who am
I?  Why am I here?  Where is God 
and what does he have to do with 
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Gleams of Truth

Christian

poets must

bring the spirit

into flesh just

as the

incarnation 

is Spirit

becoming

flesh.

Newly published, The Beauty of God is a collection of essays and illustrations from artists and theologians,
including several Wheaton professors. The book illuminates the Christian significance of the visual arts, music,
and literature, as it considers the theological meaning and place of the arts in a fallen world. Following are
excerpts from the essay titled, “Silver Catching the Midday Sun.”

U
by Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner, Dean of

Humanities and Theological Studies
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Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner has been a
member of Wheaton’s faculty for 27 years. In
addition, she serves as poetry editor of The
Christian Century, and is past president of
the Conference on Christianity and
Literature. She is the author of several books,
including Finding Cuba, a collection of
poems that explores her Cuban ancestry, and
three poetry chapbooks: Leaving Eden,
Namings, and My Father's Bones. She has
also written a textbook/anthology titled,
Poetry; and Flannery O'Connor:A Proper
Scaring.

service, the way of worship, the
words of worship so bound to
Scripture that I began to understand
something new about the
resurrection. I was able to go to an
intense journey of mourning—a
journey inward—and then move out
into the world again. And it was
poetry and the Word which took me
there.

Let me return to an earlier point.

The poet must keep in mind that
poetry is not all about the journey, as one
so often hears. On the contrary, poems
must take you someplace—and that place
should be, in one form or another, the
cross.

Here my poem “Benedictus”
tries to provide a gentle push back into
the world for mourners heavy with
autumnal dying but looking forward
to spring.

Benedictus

We turn back to our lives,

plot lines altered,

palimpsests: characters erased,

lines overwritten.

We will never be the same.

Burned clean of illusion,

we face the cross,

finding there the exacting cost of grace.

We lift our faces to the softer light

we sense beyond the treetop shadows.

We step onto the path,

thick with fallen leaves,

the earth beneath sheltering

the tight fists of bloom

spring will uncurl.

It was through living inside the
liturgy, the structure of the funeral
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We cannot respond to creation as
moral beings if we do not have a
language that names creation and our
experiences, even our terrible
experiences, in it. In fact, our
experience of death links us directly
to Christ and his suffering. . . . My
experience of the beauty of God had
everything to do with the cross
and suffering, and it was poetry that
took me there.

53746_pg56_64_u4:53746_pg56_64  11/29/07  12:28 PM  Page 59



my three most rewarding duties, teaching/
training, collaborative scholarship with
faculty and students, and mentoring
young professionals—mentoring is the
most personally satisfying. It means that
I sometimes allow students to disturb my
scholarship moments, or occupy my
research time and linger in conversations
that go beyond a particular question to
the larger questions of living wisely.
I find that this allows me to hear a
deeper narrative of their dreams and
possible selves, but it also provides a
chance to question their perceptions and
distortions. Mostly, it gives me a chance
to learn who they are and see how God
is shaping and inspiring them.

Supporting students as they identify
their calling and capacities has become as
important to me as helping them
determine the future questions that their
generation must answer. For them to
answer these challenges, they will need to
be people of creative intellectual abilities,
plus spiritual men and women of
maturing qualities. Mentoring can help
students avoid the pitfalls of becoming
self-absorbed in aggrandizing ventures, or
the experience of disillusionment from
kindheartedness without discernment.
Most importantly, mentoring can inspire
them beyond their first dream.

Dr. J. Derek McNeil received his Ph.D. in
counseling psychology from Northwestern
and his M.Div. from Fuller. He teaches
diversity; clinical interviewing skills; group,
marital, and family therapy; and has
traveled nationally and internationally
presenting workshops and seminars. He has
also published four articles and authored
chapters in five books.

teaching would fit her calling. I couldn’t
quite bring myself to tell her how
evident her talents and gifts were, or to
dispel the mysteries around my powers
of observation. However, still enjoying
the moment of grandiosity and humor,
I was reminded that I had simply lived
out a generational legacy.

When I was a junior in college, the

head of the psychology department,
Dr. Martha Shalitta, said to me,“You are
going to teach college students one day.”
It was a remarkable thing to hear as a
young African American man—the first
generation of his family to attend a
four-year college.At that time my
highest aspiration was simply to graduate,
so becoming a faculty member was not
a real consideration. In fact, to this day
I’m not sure what compelled her to say
this, but it began a dream that God
brought to fulfillment. I have been very
fortunate throughout my academic
career to have people invest themselves
in my future, and speak inspiration into
my life; moreover to offer dreams
beyond my imagination, and wisdom
beyond my life experiences. I am
convinced that mentoring is more than
scholarly assistance or career coaching;
but it is also helping students see their
greater potential and then facilitating
the possibilities.

This is the most inspiring and renew-
ing aspect of my work. Consequently, of

was recently asking a very talented
former student about her experiences

as a new instructor. She expressed how
much she loved what she was doing, and
parenthetically asked how I had known

FACULTYvoice
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by Dr. J. Derek McNeil, Associate Professor

of Psychology

Inspiration

I am convinced that mentoring is more than
scholarly assistance or career coaching; but it is also
helping students see their greater potential and
then facilitating the possibilities.

How does “paying it forward” play out in academia?

I
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“Since I’ve come back, I think I’ve
gained a greater appreciation for
playing basketball for the glory of
God,” he says. For Kent, that can be as
simple as enjoying the athletic talent
God has given him.

He’s loved basketball since he got
his first hoop at age four, and later
played with the Boys and Girls Clubs
of America and on school teams
throughout middle and high school. He
also played baseball and football, but the
fast pace of basketball—requiring instant
decisions based on constantly changing
situations—ultimately won out.

As a prospective college student, Kent
was recruited by West Point and a
constellation of other schools. He opted
for Wheaton despite the lack of an
athletic scholarship.

With his combination of athletic
excellence, commitment to spiritual
growth, and appreciation for academic
rigor, Coach Harris says he’s the ideal
combination of what Wheaton strives
to cultivate and should embody. ESPN
The Magazine named Kent, who has a
GPA of 3.77, as an Academic All-
District player.

Though he could play another
year at Wheaton, a basketball
connection has opened a new arena
of interest.After interning with a
development firm owned by another
Wheaton basketball alumnus, he now
hopes to work in the financial
services industry.

Full of potential, Kent still maintains
a humble outlook on life and the
future. He says,“I just think God takes
pleasure when we excel with the gifts
He has given us.”

heaton students are accustomed to
the idea of integrating faith and

learning. But what about integrating
faith and playing? Basketball star Kent
Raymond ’08 tries to do just that.

Elected co-captain of the Thunder this
year by his teammates, Kent’s resume is
brimming with impressive stats.The
All-American guard from New Palestine,
Indiana, lit up King Arena with a team-
leading 22.4 points per game in the
2006-2007 season, and made a school-
record of 20 free throws in one game
against Illinois-Wesleyan on February 10.
He was named the Division III Midwest
Region “Player of theYear” by
d3hoops.com and was honored four
times last year as the “CCIW Player of
the Week.” His free throw percentage of
.907 during his freshman year is third of
all time at Wheaton, and Kent was
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Taking a year off gave this student a new perspective on his sport.

Shooting Star

prof i le

w
by Ben Shivers ’08

recognized in February as the CCIW’s
“FredYoung Most Outstanding Player.”

“He’s a Division One basketball player
playing at Wheaton,” says head basketball
coach Bill Harris.“He can get to the hole,
he can handle the ball, he’s a great shoot-
er, and if you put it all together it makes
him a tremendous offensive player.”

For Kent, basketball is one part of
glorifying and obeying God. Last summer,
he traveled to South Africa with the
Thunder to run basketball clinics at local
schools, share the Christian faith, and play
basketball against professional and
university teams.

Kent shocked the campus when he
stepped off the team his sophomore year
after a dazzling freshman season with the
Thunder. Doing so, he says, helped him
solidify his identity as a child of God
above his identity as a basketball player.

High School
All-American guard

Division III Midwest
“Player of the Year”
(d3hoops.com)

4-time “CCIW Player
of the Week”

CCIW’s “Fred Young
Most Outstanding
Player”

ESPN The Magazine
Academic
All-District Player
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of CCM without leaving the form
behind.

Dr. Buis drew upon this history to
make it clear that as Bach reached across
the Platz (town square), Rich Mullins
reached out too—tapping into African-
derived expressions like call-and-
response and lyrical circularity. Both
musicians embodied what Dr. Buis
describes as “validating the form and
sanctifying the content,” something he
also encouraged his audience in
Singapore to do.

“My bottom line for my fellow
believers in Asia was this: encourage
local Christian expressions of voice;
don’t silence them. Bring artists,
especially children and young adults, into
the conversation.Who knows—perhaps
the next Chris Rice is from Singapore,
the Philippines, Japan, or Korea. But
someone needs to give permission 
and say, ‘Dare to think differently; dare 
to explore.’”

To illustrate how this can look,
Dr. Buis played contemporary African
worship music for his mostly Chinese
audience.Although the instrumentation,
language, and aesthetic details differed,
they had little trouble recognizing the
English hymns that the African worship
music alluded to. He used this
experiment to point out that in the past
“hymns formed a lingua franca for the
Christian experience.” Today’s believers
in Singapore are not unlike those in
Kenya, because they have been equipped
with a common repertoire through
hymns.

Dr. Buis wonders if CCM can be for
the 21st century what Fanny Crosby was
for the 19th, becoming “a lingua franca

of music that come out of the European
Enlightenment. People have generated so
much anger on the level of preference—
but the real issues are not theological,
they’re cultural.”

That message was especially relevant 
to Dr. Buis’s Singaporean audience.
Primarily post-colonial pastors and
teachers, they daily live in a religious
culture steeped in European traditions.
And yet they face a sad reality: if the
hard work of cultural exchange is
neglected, church leaders in Southeast
Asia will find themselves bereft of
indigenous forms of Christian art.

Dr. Buis is quick to point out that
Protestants have explored this kind of
cultural brokerage in the past.
“Historically, sacred music always had a
kind of peculiarity that defined it as
worthy of reverence, different from the
‘music of the street,’” he notes.

“This phenomenon was largely broken
down at the Reformation. So, for
example, Bach wrote profound
statements of faith—cantatas, meant to
be used in worship services—and
incorporated into them the court dances
as well as the dances ‘of the street.’ But
he used dance in such a way that a 
later writer could call that work, ‘the
dance of God.’”

Fast-forward two centuries, and 
today CCM embodies a similar synthesis.
Its rise, from the 1950s to the 1980s,
corresponds with the rise of R&B and
other folk music forms.As evangelicals
reached out to youth culture in the
decades following World War II, those
forms, now sanctified with the gospel
message, found currency with young
people who embraced the new content

hat songs jump into your
mind when you think of contemporary
Christian music? Perhaps,“Shout to the
Lord,” or “Here I Am to Worship,” or any
number of modern favorites whose rich
lyrics reverberate through sanctuaries
across the nation come Sunday morning.

The genre that has produced
everything from “There’s Just Something
About That Name” to “Jesusfreak”
presents a ripe harvest for Dr. Johann
Buis, associate professor of musicology,
who combines studies in music
composition and theory with
anthropology, sociology, and history.

Raised and educated between South
Africa, Europe, and the United States,
Dr. Buis has experienced many forms of
worship.This summer he traveled
overseas to present a lecture with a
surprising agenda: to redefine
contemporary Christian music (CCM)
not as an American art form, but as an
artistic expression that comes, he says,
“out of the wellspring of Africa.”

But possibly even more intriguing
than Dr. Buis’s subject matter was the
venue in which he delivered it—the
Methodist School of Music in Singapore.

“The whole argument in ‘the worship
wars’ is totally misplaced,” notes Dr. Buis,
who sees musical tastes as a psychological
and cultural issue.“The body in motion,
repetition, emotion-laden expression—
these key components to CCM are part
of a framework that comes out of
Africa,” he explains.“They stand in
contrast to the non-emotive, linear forms
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by Chris Blumhofer ’05

The Music of the Spheres
Dr. Johann Buis explores how contemporary Christian music can
pave the way in cross-cultural exchange.

w
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for 21st-century global Christianity.” If
the cultural exchange pioneered by Bach
and carried through by Bill Gaither takes
root, perhaps the center of CCM will
shift from the global north to the global
south—from Nashville to Australia to
Seoul.

As missions and music traveled
together in the past, they do the same
today. Only now, missionaries are
traveling from the global south to the
global south.These missionaries carry
with them a rich heritage that contains
an emerging repertoire indigenous to the
global south and an established repertoire
imported from the north. How will they
promote the exchange as they move
forward? Dr. Buis is hopeful that they
will adapt musically as they already adapt
in other areas of life.

“Our mother tongue will always be
our dominant language. But when we
can move between languages, we will be
more comfortable being vulnerable and
exploring new aesthetic forms,” he says.
We are bilingual in our words and
multicultural in our cuisine.“We must
become bilingual in music,” he says.
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“The whole argument 
in ‘the worship wars’ is
totally misplaced.

People have generated
so much anger on the
level of preference—but
the real issues are not
theological, they’re
cultural.”
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C Oliver Wendell Holmes once
exclaimed,“I wouldn’t give a fig for the
simplicity this side of complexity, but I
would give my very life for the
simplicity the other side of complexity."
The account may in fact be apocryphal,
but no matter.Whoever first uttered it,
the thought is a profound one, one with
which every Christian thinker can
identify.

Simplicity this side of complexity is 
no more than over-simplification; it’s
worth but little, scarcely even a fig. But
the Christian scholar is one who
understands that there is indeed a
simplicity beyond the complex details of
what he or she is studying, a simplicity
which, if one can only discern it, will be
found to center upon the Person of Jesus
Christ. It is for the knowing of this
simplicity, this Christ-centered meaning
and significance of what they study, that
Christian scholars give their lives.

Christianly about a subject, and it extends
into every course, across every discipline,
throughout the entire curriculum.

Such looking along can never, of
course, replace our looking at. On the
contrary, it enhances it. In Walter Ong’s
pointed words, the Christian faith “does
not confront the universe.The faith
penetrates the universe.” Christian
scholars no less than secular scholars are

called to give the most rigorous attention
to the created order. In fact, Christians
enjoy a higher motivation for doing so
than the most inspired secular scholar:
they are studying the world their Lord
made, and which His power sustains, and
which He dignified and sanctified by 
His joining. So their looking at will be as
careful, disciplined, and dedicated as the
most determined secular scholar.

The difference is that Christian
scholars will not stop there, at least if
their contributions are to be distinctively
Christian.They want to understand as
fully as possible the particular “finger”
they are studying; but more than that,
they also want to understand what it’s
pointing toward.

hristian scholars, such as those
Wheaton faculty members highlighted
on the pages of this issue of the Wheaton
magazine, are a unique breed in the
academic world.What is it that makes
their work distinctive? In a word, it’s
their determination to “take captive
every thought to make it obedient to
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).

“You will have noticed,” C. S. Lewis
once observed,“that most dogs cannot
understand pointing.You point to bit of
food on the floor; the dog, instead of
looking at the floor, sniffs at your finger.
A finger is a finger to him, and that is
all. His world is all fact and no meaning.”
Unfortunately, Lewis goes on to lament,
in such a world as ours we often “find
people deliberately inducing upon
themselves this doglike mind.”They are
wonderfully intent upon “looking 
at” what they’re studying, but quite
unwilling to “look along” it.

Christian scholars, by contrast, try
never to settle for merely “looking at”
their subject matter.They always want to
combine a rigorous looking at with a
determination to look along it.
Otherwise, they realize, their work will
be no different from that of their secular
counterparts. The Christian’s intellectual
task is, they believe, incomplete until 
we look along our subject matter, asking
in what ways what we’re seeing relates 
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.This is
essentially what it means to think

PRESIDENT’Scommentary

6 4 W I N T E R  2 0 0 8

“Christian scholars . . . try never to settle for   
merely ‘looking at’ their subject matter.”

“I wouldn’t give a fig for the simplicity this 

side of complexity, but I would give 

my very life for the simplicity the other side 

of complexity." 

Oliver Wendell Holmes

Duane Litfin President
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Trust is precious.
It has to be earned.

For more than 100 years, individuals have entrusted
Wheaton College with their charitable gift plans 

and trust arrangements. 

Wheaton College Trust Company, a national bank, 
continues the tradition by offering professional 

and reliable fiduciary services for:

Charitable Remainder Trusts
Revocable Living Trusts
Estate Administration

Other Trust Arrangements

For more information, please contact
Dave Teune or David Melilli
at 800.525.9906 or gift.plan@wheaton.edu.

Or visit our website: giving.wheaton.edu



Although specific environments

influence her art, Deborah

Adams Doering ’82 says that

visualizing movement is her

overarching interest. “Moving

from one state of being to

another, mainly through the

juxtaposition of opposites at

the poles of a continuous

spectrum,” such as light and

dark, form and formless-

ness, past and future—these

concepts consistently inform

her work.

The works shown here are part

of an installation series titled

“Myths of My Ancestors.” The

top photo is an aerial view of

“Anon Text Message 05,” a

12-acre temporary earthwork

sculpture in Oregon, Illinois;

the others are small watercolors

that subtly incorporate the

earthwork’s bold iconic symbols,

a “code” that Deborah calls

her “core language of form.”

Says Deborah, “Art is a world

of ideas made manifest.”

Artof Movement

“Myths of My Ancestors”

Installation series by Deborah Adams Doering ’82

earthwork and watercolor
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