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Letter from 
the Editor

N
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o one told me what would happen had I missed the shuttle back to the cruise

ship Aegean I, anchored off Mykonos—except that it would leave without me.

Maybe I would have been stranded on this Greek island of windmills and

whitewashed buildings, perhaps until the ship returned on its next voyage. I would

have been left to hobnob with the jetsetters who frequent this resort “island 

of light,” resigned to walk lazy, sandy beaches set against the azure blue Aegean Sea.

Or maybe—just maybe—a rescue helicopter would have swooped in 

and whisked me away, just like in Hollywood thrillers.Truth be told, I had risked

missing the last shuttle so I could watch the spectacular Mediterranean sunset—

from the terrace of the restaurant that was the setting in the last scene in 

the movie, The Bourne Identity.

But I did make it back to the ship in time, to continue the journey as a College

representative on the Alumni Association’s tour of Greece, from June 3-17 (see

page 34). Guiding the tour,“Following the Footsteps of Paul,” were phenomenal

leaders David ’75 and Elizabeth Sparks of Footsteps Ministries, who took 

45 alumni and friends on a pilgrimage to the settings of the first-century church.

David taught us from the Scriptures, and Elizabeth, a native of Greece, gave us an

insider’s view of her homeland and its hospitality.

Viewing the sunset seated where movie stars sat is fun and frivolous, but that

was nothing compared to walking along the Via Egnatia, the road Paul traveled as

he took the gospel to Gentiles; or renewing baptismal vows where Lydia was

baptized; or having communion in Corinth where Paul met and worked with

Aquila and Priscilla.

We found Wheaton in Greece, too.At the ancient site of Delphi, I mustered the

courage to greet Barbara Bush. And who was standing there on tour with the

former First Lady? None other than our own Debbie Davis Smith ’80, wife 

of Michael W. Smith.And on the very Sunday we attended the Greek Evangelical

Church in Athens, the pastor announced that one of their Bible school’s 

new graduates would be attending Wheaton College Graduate School in the fall.

Myrto Theocharous met several alumni that day.

Myrto is now on campus, immersed in her major of biblical exegesis.

Seeing her is always a delightful reminder of my visit to her

country, as she greets me with one of three Greek words 

I know,“Kalimera!” and kisses me on both cheeks.
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Corrections

In the Autumn 2005 issue, we included
a sidebar with 23 names of Wheaton
alumni who are presidents of colleges,
universities, Bible schools, or seminaries.
We asked readers to tell us if our records
were incomplete, but we failed to specify
that those listed were current presidents.
Including current and past presidents
brings the total to 58 alumni—a remark-
able number considering Wheaton’s size.

Two presidents currently serving but
not on our list: Dr. Donald Meyer M.A.
’76, of Valley Forge Christian College in
Phoenixville, Pennsylvania; and Dr. John
A. Martin ’71, of Roberts Wesleyan
College and Northeastern Seminary,
Rochester, New York.

In the Autumn 2005 issue, we included
a blurb about the book, The Spirit of
Public Theology (Baker Academic, 2005),
by Dr.Vincent E. Bacote, assistant
professor of biblical and theological
studies.We erred by stating that Abraham
Kuyper was a British theologian and
statesmen. Kuyper was, in fact, Dutch.

WHEATONl e t t e r s
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The Legacy Continues

Thank you for the article “A Pilgrim’s
Progress.” I have just finished reading
David McCasland’s M.A. ’75 Oswald
Chambers:Abandoned to God. What an
incredible inspiration! Your article
mentions Chambers’s work with the
Holiness movement in Japan.The
evangelist that he worked with was
Bishop Juji Nakada, my great-
grandfather. My brother, David Sumida
’78, and I are both Wheaton graduates.
Our Christian legacy was influenced by
Oswald Chambers’s ministry with my
great-grandfather.

My reunion is next year, and I would
like to come and see the papers that have
been acquired by the Wheaton Archives,
more specifically, any papers that mention
my great-grandfather.
Sharon Sumida Hasegawa ’81
Hanscom AFB, MA

Congratulations to Wheaton for the
Award of Excellence and the Higher
Goals Award. Many times the articles
speak directly to me.A case in point is
the tender account of Ken Taylor’s
funeral. Reading of his many literary
accomplishments I remembered his
children’s paraphrase, The Bible in Pictures
for Little Eyes, given as a gift to my son at
his birth sixteen years ago today. From his
infancy to age six, that book was a part of
our nighttime routine.

Ken Taylor’s The Living Bible is a
reference I include in my personal Bible
study. My son and I are currently
studying creative writing (we are a
homeschool family).Tomorrow’s lesson

plan will include taking a literary quote
and rewriting it as an amplified and
paraphrased work. My references will
include Ken Taylor’s children’s Bible and
The Living Bible.

Thanks,Wheaton, for being a
contributor to my family’s educational
experiences and my spiritual growth.
Rosemary Towle
Wausau,WI

What to Cover?

Congratulations! Imagine an entire issue
of the Wheaton alumni magazine
(Autumn 2005) and not one mention of
the most important issue of the last two
years, the war in Iraq.Are we so isolated
in our Christian cocoons that this
unnecessary and ill-conceived war does
not concern us? 

The magazine celebrated Graham,
Colson, alumni college presidents, C. S.
Lewis (my patron saint) and Clyde Kilby
(my mentor), and famous alumni . . . all
devotional, pious, and properly upper
middle class and overwhelmingly white
like me.

I was teaching at Illinois State in the
mid-sixties when soldiers came back and
stood silently by the flagpole protesting
the war in Vietnam. I became radicalized
and involved and carried this conviction
to the University of Illinois. In protesting
that tragic conflict, I felt that I had
honored my uniform and my education
from Wheaton.Am I alone in my
concern?
David G. Kives ’59
Hoffman Estates, Illinois

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your letters and

e-mails as they relate to material published in the

magazine. Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor reserves the

right to determine the suitability of letters for

publication and to edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be published nor

can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton 

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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Conference Discusses 

Heaven and Hell”

Jerry Walls of Asbury Theological Seminary
was the keynote speaker for Wheaton’s 52nd
Annual Philosophy Conference, which
explored the topics of heaven and hell.
Panelists, presenters, and responders
discussed the philosophical issues pertaining
to this central Christian doctrine, including
questions of divine justice, divine goodness,
divine foreknowledge, retributive
punishment, free will, the problem of
suffering, and universalism.

Dr.Walls is a professor of philosophy as
well as a senior speaking fellow for the
Morris Institute for Human Values, and a
member of the Dulles Colloquium of the
Institute for Religion and Public Life.
Additional philosophers who presented at
the conference included Michael Murray
of Franklin and Marshall College; Jonathon
Kvanvig of the University of Missouri,
Columbia; Paul Griffiths of the University
of Illinois, Chicago; and others.

“

the Constitution and its amendments to
provide authoritative answers on social
policy questions such as same-sex
marriage, abortion, and physician-assisted
suicide.Arguing that the Constitution
was written to encompass liberal,
conservative, and moderate ideologies,
Starr upheld its creation as a vehicle for
the democratic process, not a tool for any
one ruling class to impose its vision of
what is right or wrong upon society.

Starr Visits Wheaton

Independent counsel during the Clinton
administration, Ken Starr paid a visit to
Wheaton’s campus this fall to promote the
programs of Pepperdine University (where
he currently serves as dean and professor
for the School of Law), and to speak about
the status of the U.S. Supreme Court.

More than 200 students, faculty, and
administrators listened while Starr
addressed the debate over the ability of

C A M P U S  N E W S
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We’ve Got Your Number The CPO box doors from

MSC are still on sale for $20 ($25 for larger 

brass boxes) plus shipping costs. Own a piece 

of YOUR Wheaton College history while supplies

last. Specific numbers may be requested on a

first-come, first-served basis, and boxes 2131

through 3089 are now also available for purchase.

Box doors come as is, without hinges, and

include their own key. To order a box or ask for

more information, e-mail CPO@wheaton.edu.

Two Trustees Step Down
Wheaton trustees Robert Hansen
’52 and president emeritus 
Dr. J. Richard Chase HON retired
from the board in October, each
concluding a more than 20-year
tenure.Together with former trustees
James Lane ’52 and Gunther
Knoedler ’51, who retired in 2004,
these contemporaries have
contributed almost 90 years of
service to Wheaton College.
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Arts in London 

May 8-June 3, 2006

Alumni are welcome! Enroll as a special
student and earn four credits, or audit
courses for no credit. Explore the rich
cultural offerings of London, and 
enjoy weekend
excursions to Paris
and Cambridge.
European Theater
students also visit
Berlin and Prague.

Approximate
cost: $3,995.
European Theater
students: $4,495,
due to additional
excursions to 
Berlin and Prague,
as well as an extended 
stay to Saturday, June 10. Visit
www.wheaton.edu/Conservatory/ail 
for information, deadlines, and a list of
course offerings.

the Institute of Archaeology at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem both
presented lectures, titled respectively
“The Three-Fold Chord of Biblical and
Historical Scholarship,” and “From
Solomon to Ahab: Current Debate and
the Archaeological Record.” Dr. Mazar is
recognized as the world’s foremost expert
on the archaeology of the period.

“The Early Monarchies of Ancient Israel”
was the focus of Wheaton’s 50th Annual
Archaeology Lecture Series, in which
prominent archaeologists and historians
presented their perspectives on the
ancient rival kingdoms of Israel and Judah
in the tenth and ninth centuries B.C.

Biblical historian V. Phillips Long of
Regent College and Dr.Amihai Mazar of

Archaeology Lecture Series Explores Ancient Israel

More than 300 alumni missionaries serving in non-English-speaking countries

received Christmas presents from Wheaton College’s annual missionary book

mailing, thanks to book donations from Tyndale House and Crossway publishers.

This year’s titles included The Good Life by Charles Colson L.L.D. ’82 (Tyndale

House); Faithful Women and Their Extraordinary God by Noël Piper, and the English

Standard Version (ESV) of the Holy Bible (Crossway). Mark ’86 and Marcia Macy

also contributed a contemporary Christian music CD, For Your Grace, featuring

Marcia as the vocalist accompanied by Wheaton alumni instrumentalists (for more

information, visit www.lookinsidemusic.com). The mailing is an annual 

project of Wheaton’s Board of Trustees, who provide for shipping supplies and

postage, and often subsidize the cost of the books.

A Christmas Gift for Missionaries

Robert. O. Hansen ’52, left,  joined

Wheaton’s Board of Trustees in 1983, after

serving on the boards of Trinity College

and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

from 1964-1983, and becoming chairman 

of the board of Trinity College during his

last three years. A former dentist in 

the United States Air Force, he continues

his professional affiliations with the

Chicago Dental Society, the American

Dental Association, and the Christian

Medical Dental Society.

J. Richard Chase HON, above, was inaugurated as Wheaton’s sixth president in 1982, a position he held

for 11 years. The former president of Biola University, Dr. Chase was also the first chairman of the 

board of the Christian College Coalition, and was listed among the 100 most effective college presidents

in America according to a nationwide survey reported in The Chronicle of Higher Education.



Wheaton Graduates First 

Ph.D. Student

On September 9 Chris Beetham
became the first student to complete 
a Ph.D. at Wheaton College, defending
his 362-page dissertation titled
“Scriptures of Israel and the Letter 
of Paul to the Colossians,” and
receiving his doctorate in biblical 
and theological studies.The program,
which contains 22 students, began 
in 2002, and is directed by Dr.
Douglas Moo.

Chris and his wife, Mindy, have three
young children, and the family plans to
move to Ethiopia where he will
become a professor at Evangelical
Theology College and the Ethiopian
Graduate School of Theology.
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Responding to Hurricane

Katrina Devastation  

After Hurricane Katrina ravaged the
Mississippi Delta in August,Wheaton
students rallied to assist in the relief
efforts by planning the College’s 
first-ever Thanksgiving break missions
trip.While most of the country
feasted on turkey and pumpkin pie,
about 180 Wheaton students, faculty,
and staff would travel to Mississippi
and Louisiana on a trip organized by
the Student Activities Office.

Director of Student Activities 
Steve Ivester ’93, M.A. ’99 says the
goal of the trip was not just to
minister to physical needs, “but to the
whole person.” Partnering with
churches at about eight different sites,
the teams would work 
on everything 
from cleaning up
debris and
reconstructing
homes, to
“mucking houses”
(taking flooded
houses down to the
studs by getting rid of carpeting,
flooring, and dry wall).

When he first traveled to the
affected areas during fall break, Steve
was struck by the widespread nature
of the devastation. “Neighborhood
after neighborhood had been
annihilated,” he says, remembering in
particular an area around Biloxi,
Mississippi, where people were living
in tents, and relying on the Red Cross
for their sustenance.

S T U D E N T  N E W S
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“When the truck came through,
everyone came running from the
rubble to get a Styrofoam pack of food
for the day,” he relates, adding,
“Seeing the great needs heightened
our desire to bring hope—to work
side by side with people, to pray 
for them, and to touch one life at 
a time.”
Read a report of the Thanksgiving break
Katrina relief efforts in the upcoming Spring
’06 issue of Wheaton.

“Seeing the great needs heightened our 

desire to bring hope—to work side by side

with people, to pray for them, and to 

touch one life at a time.” 

Steve Ivester ’93, M.A. ’99, Director of Student Activities 

Many students and alumni partnered with local

churches to collect clothes and nonperishable food

items. Alumni helped fill some of these trucks, and

then drove them directly to areas devastated by

Hurricane Katrina.

Chris Beetham, Ph.D. Wheaton College



Generation upon Generation 

For more than 37 years, thousands of
Wheaton students benefited from the
medical care of college physician 
Dr. Clarence B.Wyngarden ’32, who
is now with the Lord. This fall,
Wheaton welcomed his great-
granddaughter, Heather Grant ’09,
which gave us the delightful opportu-
nity to photograph four generations 
of Wheaton’s Wyngarden women
(pictured above).

See pages 50-51 for more photographs
of freshman students who are the
current generation of Wheaton alumni
children.

Raising Political Awareness

about Darfur 

After two years of grisly genocide in
northern Sudan, in recent months
there have finally been talks of 
peace within the African Union
between the Sudanese government
and Darfur rebels.Three Wheaton
students—former student body
president Lola Olateju ’05, Logan
Quan ’05, and Devin Goulding ’06—
helped spread awareness of the
situation on campus when they 
visited Illinois Representative Henry 

Hyde last spring and delivered 50
letters that students had written asking
him to take a stance on Darfur in the
House. By June, Illinois issued
groundbreaking legislation requiring
companies to divest their interest 
in ventures located in the Republic 
of Sudan to pressure the government
to end its policies of genocide 
and terrorism in Darfur.

Faculty Member to Run for

Congress 

Dr. Lindy Scott, Director of the Center
for Applied Christian Ethics (CACE)
and professor of Spanish and Latin
American Studies, surprised many 
in the Wheaton community when 
he entered the Chicago IL-06
Congressional District race last summer
on the Democratic ticket.Vying 
to succeed retiring Republican 
Henry Hyde, Dr. Scott has written
extensively on economics and politics,
including his 2004 book, Terrorism and
the War in Iraq, although this is his first
time running for office.“I think DuPage
is looking for a new voice and a new
style,” he told The Chicago Sun-Times,

W H E A T O N 7

describing himself as “a compassionate
Christian who is progressive on some
issues” and conservative on others. He
is believed to be the first Wheaton
employee to run for national office since
Jonathan Blanchard ran for U.S.
President in 1884.

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y
: 

G
R

E
G

O
R

Y
 H

A
L

V
O

R
S

E
N

 S
C

H
R

E
C

K

Dr. Lindy Scott

Four generations of Wheaton’s Wyngarden women: 

(front) Julie Pollard Grant ’82, Ethel Elizabeth O’Hair Wyngarden ’34; 

(back) Heather Grant ’09, Judy Wyngarden Pollard ’60. 
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Writing Prof Wins National

Award    

Anna Stepanek, assistant professor of
English, won the 2005 Open
Competition of the National Poetry
Series with a 90-page manuscript,
titled Three, Breathing. The 
National Poetry Series was established
in 1978 to recognize and promote
excellence in contemporary 
poetry. Five winning poems are
selected each year by established poets,
and are then published by university
and trade publishers.Winners 
also receive a $1,000 prize. Three,
Breathing (whose title is an 
allusion to the Trinity) will be
published next summer by Verse
Press/Wave Books.
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Meet Wheaton’s Newest Faculty Row 1 (from left): Karen Jobes, foreign language and biblical and theological studies; Carolyn Myers,

politics/international relations; Robert Morris, chemistry; Jason Creek, military science; David Sveen M.A. ’94, Christian formation and ministry;

Kelly Flanagan, psychology; Emily Langon ’94, communication; Mary Vanderschoot, mathematics/computer science. Row 2: Lance Wescher ’98,

business/economics; Benjamin White, military science; Jesse Covington, politics/international relations; Lars Jacobson ’87, military science;

Nick Perrin, biblical and theological studies; Jeffrey Greenman, biblical and theological studies; David Hooker, art; Brett Foster, English; Rick

Richardson; evangelism; Alexander Roop, foreign language; Daniel Block, biblical and theological studies.

Intercultural Studies Prof

Receives Award

The P. Kenneth Gieser
award is designed to
recognize members of the
Wheaton family who have
found ways to serve the
Lord through ministries
beyond their campus
service. Given in memory
of Dr. Gieser (a former
Wheaton trustee, medical
missionary to China, and
founder of Wheaton Eye
Clinic), the 2005 award
honors Dr. Evvy Campbell,
associate professor of
intercultural studies, and a
leader in holistic mission

among evangelical missiologists.
Dr. Campbell has served on Wheaton’s

faculty for nine years and has been
particularly active in the Human Needs
and Global Resources (HNGR)
program. She was originally trained as 
a nurse and served for several years as 
the director of nursing for a hospital 
in Sierra Leone, in addition to service 
on other mission boards and councils,
including World Hope, Camp
Michawana,The Association of
Evangelical Relief and Development
Organizations, and Christian
Connections for International Missions.
Her award includes a sum of money,
which she may either use in extra-
curricular ministry or give to a Christian
ministry of her choice.P
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Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year July 1, 2004-June 30, 2005

Since its founding almost 150 years ago, Wheaton College has been 

both wise in the management of financial gifts as well as forthright in its

accountability for those gifts. Here is a glimpse of Wheaton’s financial

resources for fiscal year 2004-05. If you would like a copy of our latest

audited financial statement, please write Patrick Brooke, Controller, Wheaton

College, Wheaton, il 60187, or call 630.752.5126.

The endowment fund consists of those assets that are
permanently invested to support college programs.
The total endowment fund increased 8.4% to 
$294 million on June 30, 2005, from $271 million on
June 30, 2004.The increase results from 8% total return
(income plus appreciation) of the pooled endowment
assets and gifts totaling $10.3 million and transfers from
other funds of $1.7 million.Approximately $11.8
million of the total return was transferred, to be used
for College academic programs, student activities,
and facilities.The balance was invested to provide for
future growth in spending.Wheaton’s endowment 
has grown substantially over the past ten years from
$137 million on June 30, 1995 to $294 million on June
30, 2005. Both strong investment returns and gifts 
have contributed to the growth, from $55,218 per stu-
dent to $108,431 per student in the same time frame.

Wheaton Endowment Growth

2004-05 2003-04 2002-03

Total Assets $ 569,189,000 $ 529,833,000 $ 450,356,000
Net Assets

Unrestricted $ 195,710,000 $ 184,072,000 $ 163,653,000
Temporarily Unrestricted 153,530,000 143,869,000 129,031,000
Permanently Restricted 76,848,000 66,569,000 56,580,000 

Total Net Assets $ 426,088,000 $ 394,510,000 $ 349,264,000

Tuition and Fees 55,025,000 $ 51,443,000 $ 47,763,000
Less Wheaton Funded Scholarships (13,941,000) (12,531,000) (11,082,000)

Net Tuition and Fees $ 41,084,000 $ 38,912,000 $ 36,681,000

Sales of Auxiliary Enterprises $ 18,214,000 $ 17,122,000 $ 16,326,000
Gifts and Grants 24,904,000 21,704,000 17,548,000
Investment Income 28,064,000 46,398,000 10,595,000

Educational and General Expenses $ 67,679,000 $ 63,978,000 $ 62,086,000

320,000
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220,000
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Losing never got easier, he says, but
the lesson of that first season gave him
some perspective—and turning the
team into winners the next year gave
him another favorite memory.

J.R. loves the strategy of the game.
“We line up our 11 on offense and try
to design something that will work
against the 11 on defense who are
trying to prove us unsuccessful. . . . It
really is a mind game.”

Still, at 67 years old, he feels good
about his decision to retire after this
season.“Hopefully the game hasn’t
passed me by, but I want to get out
before it does,” he says.“I’ll probably

why the job had been open.”
After a season-opening defeat, J.R.

was approached by his defensive back
and captain Jon Tuin ’83, who said,
“Coach, just remember the Lord is
good.”When the Crusaders lost again
the next week, Jon reminded J.R. once
more,“Just remember the Lord’s good.”

Later that season, the Crusaders
dropped a heartbreaker to Illinois
Wesleyan. In the dining hall after the
game, the coach spotted his captain.

“He was down,” J.R. says.“I sat
beside him and said, ‘Jon, just remember
one thing:The Lord is good.’ It made
me feel good to reciprocate.”

In the realm of college football,
J.R. Bishop is a winner.

He has been a part of 20 winning
teams during his 24 years as a coach at
Wheaton College. In his 14 seasons as
head coach and the last 10 as the
offensive coordinator, J.R.’s teams have
earned five conference titles and
appeared in the playoffs four times.

Despite all of that success, however,
J.R. says one of his favorite memories
came in the 2-7 campaign of 1982, his
first at the College.

“That first year, we really struggled,”
he says.“We weren’t very good,
and we hadn’t been very good.That’s 
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by Michael Murray 

Parting Words
A retiring coach reflects on more than two decades of Wheaton football.

J.R. Bishop led Wheaton to an 84-43-1 record in 14 years as head 

coach. He earned CCIW Coach of the Year honors in 1991 and 1995, and

was also named Regional Coach of the Year in 1995.



Dec. 7 Benedictine University
Dec. 9-10 at Franklin College 

Tournament
Jan. 3 at University of Redlands
Jan. 5-6 at Whittier College 

Tournament
Jan. 11 at Augustana College
Jan. 14 North Park University
Jan. 18 at Illinois Wesleyan 

University
Jan. 21 at Elmhurst College
Jan. 25 Millikin University
Jan. 28 North Central College
Feb. 1 at Carthage College
Feb. 4 at North Park University
Feb. 6 at North Central College
Feb. 8 Augustana College
Feb. 11 Illinois Wesleyan 

University
Feb. 15 at Millikin University
Feb. 18 Elmhurst College
Feb. 22 Carthage College
Feb. 24-25 CCIW Tournament

s w i m m i n g

Oct. 28 University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

Nov. 5 at Calvin College and 
Grand Valley State

Nov. 12 at University of Chicago 
Invitational

Nov. 18 at DePauw University
Nov. 19 at Wabash College 

Invitational
Dec. 2 Wheaton Invitational
Dec. 3 Wheaton Invitational
Dec. 10 at North Central College 

Invitational
Jan. 14 at Hope College 

Quadrangular
Jan. 21 University of Chicago and 

Carthage College

w o m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l

Nov. 18-19 Lee Pfund Classic
Nov. 22 at Dominican University
Nov. 29 North Central College
Dec. 2 Hope College 

(CCIW/MIAA Classic, 
at Calvin)

Dec. 3 Calvin College 
(CCIW/MIAA Classic, 
at Calvin)

Dec. 6 Clarke College
Dec. 9 Defiance (at Olivet 

Nazarene)
Dec. 10 at Olivet Nazarene 

Tournament
Jan. 5 William Smith College 

(at Whittier) 
Jan. 6 Whittier College 

Tournament 
Jan. 10 Augustana College
Jan. 14 at North Park University
Jan. 17 Illinois Wesleyan 

University
Jan. 19 at Judson College
Jan. 21 Elmhurst College
Jan. 24 at Millikin University
Jan. 28 at North Central College
Jan. 31 Carthage College
Feb. 4 North Park University
Feb. 7 at Augustana College
Feb. 11 at Illinois Wesleyan 

University
Feb. 14 Millikin University
Feb. 18 at Elmhurst College
Feb. 21 at Carthage College
Feb. 24-25 CCIW Tournament

m e n ’s  b a s k e t b a l l

Nov. 18-19 Lee Pfund Classic
Nov. 30 University of Chicago
Dec. 2 at Hope College (at
CCIW/MIAA Classic)

wheaton’s sports schedule

Jan. 28 Illinois Wesleyan and 
North Central

Feb. 9-11 CCIW Championships 
(at Carthage)

Feb. 15 Lake Forest College
Feb. 17 Midwest Invitational

(at U. of Chicago)
Feb. 18 Midwest Invitational

(at U. of Chicago)
Mar. 9-11 NCAA Div. III Women’s 

Championships 
(Minneapolis)

Mar. 16-18 NCAA Div. III Men’s 
Swimming Championships 
(Minneapolis)

w r e s t l i n g

Dec. 3 at Milwaukee School 
of Engineering Invitational

Dec. 29-30 at Midlands 
Championships (Evanston)

Jan. 7 at Knox College Duals
Jan. 10 at University of Chicago
Jan. 13 at North Central College 

Invitational
Jan. 14 at North Central College 

Invitational
Jan. 21 at Manchester College’s 

“Spartan Mat Classic”
Jan. 24 Elmhurst College
Jan. 27 at North Central, with 

Illinois College
Feb. 3 Pete Willson-Wheaton 

College Invitational
Feb. 4 Pete Willson-Wheaton 

College Invitational
Feb. 11 CCIW Championships (at 

North Central)
Feb. 18 NCAA Div. III Great Lakes 

Regional (at U. of Chicago)
Mar. 3-4 NCAA Div. III Wrestling 

Championships (Trenton, NJ)

Pete Willson ’50 was honored last spring with a Lifetime Service to

Wrestling Award from the Illinois chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of

Fame and Museum. In 1969 Pete joined Wheaton’s faculty, teaching and

coaching until his retirement in 1990. He was recognized by Wheaton’s

Alumni Association in 1987 as Alumnus of the Year for Distinguished Service

to Alma Mater. In 2001 the Wheaton Invitational wrestling tournament, the

longest-running and top small college wrestling tournament in the country,

was renamed the Pete Willson Invitational.
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miss it next August, but that won’t be
any different from becoming an assistant
after 34 years as a head coach,”
(including 20 at the high school level).

When J.R. ended his head coaching
career after the undefeated 1995 season,
one of his assistants, Mike Swider ’77,
took his place, leaving J.R. to direct the
offense.

“I was ready to make that change
then, and I’ve never regretted it,” J.R.
says.“I’ve enjoyed the last 10 years as
much as the previous 25.”

Adds Mike,“J.R. is a people person.
. . . He’s into developing relationships
and investing in people.”

And as a result, many players
remember Coach Bishop not just for
what he taught them about football, but
for what he taught them about life.

Rev. Bart Moseman ’93, wide
receiver and running back, says that not
only did Coach Bishop teach him about
how to be a fierce competitor with
Kingdom values,“He also taught me a
lot about how to tell a good story.”

Running back Clark Gilbert ’84
recalls that J.R.’s door was always open.
“He would put his work aside so that
he could minister to his players,” says
Clark, who adds,“My dad had passed
away and Coach Bishop was that father
figure who pulled me through the
tough times . . . and he didn’t do that
just for me, he was there for all of his
players.”

To the countless players and coaches
whose lives he’s touched over the years,
it’s clear that J.R. is a winner—and
football is just part of the story.



1 2 W I N T E R 2 0 0 6

ears of unmitigated joy on a face tipped in thanks

toward the sun-lit sky . . . a quartet of winged

angels rejoicing . . . artist Ron DiCianni has made

a career of bringing Scripture to vivid,

contemporary life. 

Writes author Joni Eareckson Tada of Ron’s work, “Sometimes

truth comes across more clearly with a picture than a page of

words. Ron paints the truth not with his head, but his heart. And

the result? We see the love of the Lord more clearly.”

Many of Ron’s paintings hold personal significance for the artist

himself, including “Heaven’s Balcony” pictured above.

Although a desire from the time he entered art school, 

Ron didn’t begin his career painting sacred themes. “I knew way

back when I was a student that God was calling me, but I 

didn’t know where to go. So I took my talent to the world,” he

says.

He built a very successful career as a commercial artist—then 

he heard God calling him to use his talents otherwise. 

“But I was so busy and entrenched with national and

international work that I didn’t have time to do what God had

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Visit the Billy Graham Center Museum

before April 2006 to view “A Brush 

with the Eternal: A Showcase of

Inspirational Art by Ron DiCianni.” 

T
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Ron DiCianni, the acclaimed artist and

author, is the creator of the award-winning

painting, “Spiritual Warfare” and has

collaborated on more than 50 book projects for

which he is a six-time winner of the Gold

Medallion Award for Excellence in Christian

Literature. To see more of Ron DiCianni’s 

art, please visit www.TapestryProductions.com.

AVision Glorious
asked me to do,” says the artist. Then, in one month’s time, every

client pulled out. It didn’t take long for Ron to realize that the time

to paint for the church had finally come. 

Ever since, Ron has been putting all of his energies into creating art

that points to Christ. He is now the signature artist represented by

Tapestry Productions, which promotes the work of a select group of

Christian artists. He works alongside his sons, Grant and Warren—a

lifelong dream come true. 

Explains Ron, “Our work is less about decoration than it is about

communication. With everything that gets hung on the walls . . . in

people’s homes and offices . . . we hope the gospel shouts out loud.”

Heaven’s Balcony, by Ron DiCianni ©2004

In this oil on canvas, artist Ron DiCianni depicts Luke 15:10

where the angels rejoice over those who come to repentance

through the knowledge of Christ.
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In Word and in Deed
by Jessica L. Allen
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From the arid savannahs to the sultry jungles, the scant shantytowns to the teeming metropolises, Africa 

is a paradox of dualities—the stage on which humanity’s warmest compassion and coldest cruelty, its deepest

despair and greatest hope, are themes showcased in everyday life.

Here among nations where disease, war, and poverty are as extreme as the continent is vast, a group of young

Wheaton alumni are living and serving in conditions that no evening news coverage could ever adequately

capture. At first glance they may seem like a cast of unlikely characters: young, middle class, educated . . . from 

a Western culture often regarded as both spoiled and specious. But don’t be fooled— like many who have

fearlessly gone before them from Wheaton College into foreign development and relief, they continue a legacy of

uniting extraordinary faith with extraordinary works. Find out what they are doing, what inspired them to get

involved, and how the words of their predecessors ring true in their experiences. . . .
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We are saved by faith without works, but we are in fact saved to do good works.”
Roger P. Winter ’64, assistant administrator for the Bureau of Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 

“

ou might say development work runs in the family for Tricia
Furman Hughett ’93. In 1978, her father and uncle, brothers
Richard and Lowell Furman, founded World Medical

Mission with Franklin Graham to send physicians on short-term
medical missions trips within the two-thirds world.Today it
remains the medical arm of Graham’s humanitarian organization,
Samaritan’s Purse.

But apart from family ties,Tricia says that it was the opportunity
to marry faith with action that ultimately drew her to inter-
national development.“There is that sense of excitement—that
immediate sense of making a difference,” she admits,“but I
especially love the Book of James, because it balances out all that
Paul says about grace in the New Testament: you have to have
your actions fueled by faith.”

Although she was raised in North Carolina,Tricia remembers
spending four to six weeks every summer in Africa, and has now
lived in Kenya for the past six years, working first with
Samaritan’s Purse (her husband, Scott, is the Special Projects
Africa Director), and later with the SP affiliate ministry,Amani ya
Juu, with fellow alumni Rebecca Seneff Sandberg ’99, Brian ’04
and Susan Follet Davis ’04, and Rachel Danish ’05.

“I work in public relations and product development, and I’m
also a personal shopper,” says Tricia, who became involved with
Amani three years ago.

The nine-year-old microenterprise initiative, whose name
means “higher peace” in Swahili, was started by a woman from
Tennessee who had lived in Africa for 27 years and developed an
intense compassion for refugee women.“There are so many
refugees in Nairobi and in Kenya as a whole,” notes Rebecca.
“This woman knew how to make placemats, so she taught two
women from Sudan and one from Mozambique how to make
them in her living room. As it grew, she added more products
and taught the women sewing and quilting. . . . Now there are 55
women there from 13 different countries, representing 11 tribes.”

Today Amani ya Juu manufactures more than 150 products,
70 percent of which come to America via e-commerce. Rebecca
helps design a number of them, and notes that some of the hus-

Y bands of the Amani women are even being trained in woodwork.
“We just built a new building, and we’re hoping to have over 100
women in the next year,” she adds.Although many of the women
are Muslim, through devotions and chapel services they are able
to hear about Christ while they learn to generate income for
their families.“They work alongside other women who, in all
reality, they should hate,” Rebecca observes.“Their grandparents
hated each other, and their parents still hate each other. . . .The
reconciliation factor is a big deal for us.We want to bring the
message that reconciliation comes through Christ alone.”

For Tricia, who credits her English professors at Wheaton for
imparting “a love for the elements of good literature,” one of the
most incredible things about her work is hearing some of the
women’s stories. She tells of one Burundian refugee, Goreth, who
found herself in an execution line during the Rwandan
genocide. She was third in the line, and after watching the
decapitation of the two people in front of her, prayed that
somehow her life would be spared.“Out of nowhere a man came
forward and saved her, telling the executioners that she was from
Burundi, not Rwanda,”Tricia relates.“Goreth had been carrying a
big heavy purse . . . finally I asked her what was in it, and she said,
‘My Bible is in it—it is my weapon.’ She had been holding it
when the Lord saved her life.”

Another miracle later occurred when Goreth was reunited
with a man she was supposed to marry, from whom she had been
separated when she fled her country. Both happened to be
visiting a certain church, and when visitors were asked to stand,
they recognized each other across the room.“I am simply amazed
at the power of stories, and how God weaves Himself into all of
our lives,”Tricia reflects.“He is the Great Storyteller.”

She adds that she has also learned an important lesson about
suffering from these refugee women.“It’s easy to become
overwhelmed by what you see here, but as Christians we have
hope, and we have hope to give,” she emphasizes.“Suffering can
be redemptive—it isn’t wasted. In many of these women’s lives it
has produced joy, and that is a great lesson.”
For more information, visit www.amaniafrica.org and www.samaritan.org

(left) Tricia Furman Hughett ’93.

(right) Rebecca Seneff Sandberg ’99 with

husband, Roger ’00 (see page 18) and

their two sons, Jacob and Andrew. Says

Rebecca, “I hope our children will realize

the world is more than what they see,

and that knowledge creates in them

compassion and sensitivity.”
P H O T O :  C O U R T E S Y  O F  S A M A R I T A N ’ S  P U R S E
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we are the same people giving out food and preaching the
gospel,” she explains.“We want to provide for their need and then
go one step further, to show them we have a deeper answer.”

At the Lira site there is also a school building program to
construct temporary school shelters for children, and SP offers
free biblical leadership and conflict resolution classes. Moreover,
a team of “bicycle evangelists” visit the refugee camps for a week
at a time, and travel “door to door” praying for people. In
Kamwegne, a water-filtering program has been implemented to
provide clean water for those who do not have it and protect
Uganda’s natural springs, while an income-generating animal
livestock program helps boost the economy.

But Sarah is perhaps most excited about a new USAID-
funded HIV/AIDS program that will work with the local
churches. Pastors who participate in the program training are
asked to preach eight sermons that target HIV/AIDS, while
youth leaders are required to teach 40 young people about the
disease from a biblical perspective.

“The encouraging thing is to see HIV/AIDS addressed from
the pulpit, and to see people in the church involved with caring for
those who are infected and affected,” Sarah says.

She also feels blessed that she and her husband can support
and encourage one another in their work.When they eventually
become parents, Sarah says that she and Jeff would love to raise
their children overseas, and hopes that “God will create in them
a love for different people groups.”

And how has her own perception of the world changed since
leaving the small suburban Illinois town that she once called home?

“I’ve become more open-minded about things that are
different from Western culture,” she acknowledges,“like the ways
people worship, and do business, and perceive time. . . . Now I
look at other cultures to teach me something—not just to give
them something.”

n the early 1990s, some 15 percent of Uganda’s population
was infected with the HIV virus. By 2001, according to a
USAID report, that number had fallen nearly ten percent.

“Uganda is the world’s success story when it comes to
reducing the rate of HIV/AIDS,” says Sarah Sandberg Arensen
’99, the program development manager in Uganda with
Samaritan’s Purse. She notes that although the country is some-
times criticized by its neighbors for its strict stance on
abstinence, promoting sexual purity through the A-B-C

approach (practice Abstinence, Be faithful, and use Condoms
when necessary) has contributed to the remarkable decline in
numbers.The decreased percentage is especially significant
within sub-Saharan Africa, a region that not long ago accounted
for 67 percent of total HIV infections worldwide.

In addition to researching and developing curriculum for
HIV/AIDS education, Sarah oversees a number of other
projects throughout the east African nation.The SP Uganda
staff includes 20 Ugandans, 7 ex-patriots (including Sarah and
her husband, Jeff, country director for Uganda), and 100 hired
staff who assist with food distribution, education, and
HIV/AIDS programs.While her office is in Kampala, at least
once a month Sarah visits field sites in the northern city of
Lira and the western city of Kamwegne to support the
programs and SP teams stationed there.

“I think Uganda is a forgotten-about country,” observes
Sarah.“There has been a civil war going on in northern
Uganda for 18 years . . . today there are 1.5 million displaced
people. . . .The rebel army is a cult that abducts children . . . few
in the U.S. really know about these things.”

Sarah notes that 360,000 of Uganda’s displaced people in
Lira are fed each month through an SP feeding program that
partners with the World Food Program (WFP).

“The people in the camp know Samaritan’s Purse and that

Our generation will be judged for how we respond to this catastrophe, this present-day holocaust in Africa.”
Dr. Elizabeth Corwin Marum ’70, technical advisor with the Centers for Disease Control in HIV/AIDS and developer of voluntary testing and prevention programs in Uganda

“

I

Sarah Sandberg

Arensen ’99 with

husband, Jeff, and a

child who had been

abducted by rebel

militia.
P H O T O :  C O U R T E S Y  O F  S A M A R I T A N ’ S  P U R S E
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“The idea of relief appealed to me because you earn the
right to share the gospel,” he explains.“When people are sick
and hungry and homeless, we are called to treat and feed and
clothe and shelter them.And when we do this the people
whom we have just helped become curious as to why we
came, why we’re helping. By meeting their basic needs we gain
a listening audience.”

The logistics of the organization are coordinated in Nairobi,
Kenya, where Roger’s wife, Rebecca Seneff Sandberg ’99 works
with Amani ya Juu, and where the couple lives with their two
young sons, ages one and four.

“MedAir wants to be the first to respond to an emergency,
and when it is no longer an emergency, we hand things over to
a development organization to pick up where we leave off,”
says Roger. In countries where MedAir is unable to evangelize
for political reasons, however, Roger admits,“The only
evangelism we have is our actions.”

Similarly, physician Dr.Warren Cooper’s ’88 work with 
World Medical Mission also affords him opportunities to
administer relief and minister the gospel though medicine.
Each year the hospitals served by World Medical are used by
God to lead thousands of people to faith in Christ in remote
areas of the world.

Recently on assignment in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo,Warren was working, training, and making
assessments in one such local Christian hospital over a three-
week period. In SP’s monthly newsletter, On Call, he writes 
of his experience:

“To a Western eye the hospital looks fairly dilapidated. . . .
There is a general sentiment among those who live and work
here that they have been forgotten by the outside world. It is a
very real feeling of abandonment, and perhaps it is true.”

Nevertheless, he realized that his presence, and the fact that
Samaritan’s Purse was willing to send funding and equipment,
provided much needed encouragement to the hospital staff 
and patients.

Says Warren,“The most rewarding part of my job is the 
daily endeavor of bringing healing to the body in Christ’s
name. . . .The ultimate goal is to live out your life in such a
way that your faith and your ‘daily work’ are manifestations 
of the same thing.”

ver since twentieth-century psychologist Abraham Maslow
developed his hierarchy of needs, humanitarian and
missions organizations alike have been conscious of the

foundational importance of relief work.And while sustainable
development remains a worthy goal where Africa’s most
impoverished nations are concerned, pragmatists would agree
that “teaching a man to fish” is futile if he dies of starvation in
the process.

After three years as the south Sudan country director for
Samaritan’s Purse, Roger Sandberg, Jr. ’00 joined the staff of
MedAir in the summer of 2005 to transition from the more
development-based work he had been doing in the region.

While he says that his new organization also concentrates on
evangelism through relationship building, he points out that its
focus is strictly relief and rehabilitation, providing quick responses
to famines, floods, medical outbreaks, and other emergencies
along the Nile and in places like the Congo and Darfur.

I saw a great opportunity to win people to Christ through meeting their physical needs.”
Dr. Harold Adolph ’54, medical missionary to Africa 

“

E

(left) Dr. Warren Cooper ’88 with a young patient in Lui, Sudan.

(right) Roger Sandberg, Jr. ’00 looks at an unexploded shell in the

Nuba mountains.
P H O T O S :  C O U R T E S Y  O F  S A M A R I T A N ’ S  P U R S E
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Adds Lawrence,“It makes them responsible for another person,
so they understand if they don’t bring it back, someone else
will be deprived.”

For Kevin, it was Lawrence’s passion for Zambia and for a social
gospel that led him to return last year with his wife,Aubrey 
Travis Sampson ’00.They spent eight months ministering alongside
Lawrence and Martha, after raising support from local churches and
individual donors.

While there, Kevin gathered pastors and church leaders for a Bible
survey course, using Scripture to launch into discussions on how to
solve community problems and what the role of the Church should
be.“We would wind up discussing how the church might get
involved in channeling water away from housing areas, or how to set
up feeding projects for the children,” he says.

The couple was encouraged by the impact the Jubilee Center has
had on at least one slum community, where leaders felt moved to
change the area’s name from one meaning “oppressed or crushed” to
Mapalo, which means “blessing.”

“We got to see them erect a school for children who have never
seen the inside of a classroom.They brought in clean water,
electricity . . . for us it was very exciting to see the gospel in action—
the work of the kingdom of God on earth,” says Kevin.

Aubrey’s work involved taking part in feeding projects, educating
youth in poor communities about AIDS, and learning home-based
care for the dying. One woman she cared for was only 23 years old.
Aubrey remembers,“I just fell in love with this woman. She knew
Jesus loved her, and she would say,‘God bless you,’ when we came to
bathe her or bring her blankets.”

Despite the heartbreaks of AIDS, poverty, unemployment, and
government corruption in Zambia, both Kevin and Aubrey would
like to return.“We believe in the vision Lawrence has for the center,”
says Kevin.“At the end of the day, I would go to bed at night and
know that there was nothing else I would rather be doing in life.”

Aubrey concurs,“Prayer was a lot more tangible there. I think
because it was hard to see any way out except for Jesus to make 
a way.”

hen Lawrence Temfwe M.A. ’99 came to Wheaton
College to earn his master’s degree in missions and
intercultural studies, little did he know that his presence

would completely alter the trajectory of another student’s life.
Lawrence, a native Zambian and Billy Graham Center Scholar,

was working with Charles Colson’s Prison Fellowship when he
met Randy Sampson, whose son, Kevin ’00, was also studying at
the College.

“After I got to know Kevin, we began to talk a lot about
Zambia,” Lawrence recalls.“I was a little surprised at his interest
at first . . . with all of the affluence that is here, you don’t expect a
person to want to come to a place where you’re talking about
suffering, extreme poverty, HIV/AIDS. . . .The average life
expectancy in my country is 35 years old.”

In 2000 Kevin and three friends from church went to Zambia
be a part of the work Lawrence was doing at Jubilee Center, a
ministry focused on training Christians to be servant leaders by
using biblical principles to address practical needs.

“My role specifically is teaching and advocacy work with the
local government, and in addition I do a bit of church planting,”
Lawrence says. His wife, Martha, works with women and
encourages them “to be all that God has called them to be,”
through the Word of God, in areas such as self-esteem, hygiene,
and social roles.

Through a grant from USAID, the Jubilee Center has been
training government officials and civic leaders in an
understanding of democracy and community development.
Another of the center’s initiatives has been to start clubs to
educate core youth leaders from communities and villages,
training them to influence their peers.There are now over 50
clubs with about 1,000 members, notes Kevin.

“We also give out small loans of about $25 to a person, and at
the end of the month, they bring back a portion of it. If we give
loans to five people, and they all bring back something, we can
then take that money and give it to another person,” Martha
explains.“We don’t use commission or interest.”

When I see people who are just barely making it themselves finding ways to give and to care for others,
I am motivated to do all I can do to give and to care for others as well.”
Larry Reed ’80, CEO of the Opportunity International Network 

“

W

(left) Lawrence M.A. ’99

and Martha Temfwe.

(right) Kevin ’00 and

Aubrey Travis Sampson

’00.
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“Mathematics can help explain things about history, language,
culture—even faith and Scripture. Knowledge has a wholeness to it
and mathematics throws light on this.”

Over the last 40 years, thousands of students have benefited from
Bob’s insights and contributions, not only through his teaching, but
also through his mentorship as director of freshman advising (a post he
held for 20 years), and through his ongoing communication with
graduates via e-mail.

Says former student Russ Howell ’69, now a mathematics professor
at Westmont College,“Bob always went the extra mile to provide a real
education. He put the discipline in context and helped us understand
big questions like, ‘How did we get here?’”

After his first year at Wheaton, Bob served a two-year tour of active
duty in the U.S.Army as captain of missile intelligence, before returning
in 1967 to chair the newly formed department of mathematics. During
the coming years, Bob would further develop the curriculum, increase
the number of full-time faculty, and institute a mathematics/computer
science major. His contemporaries note that in his 37-year tenure as
head of the mathematics department, he worked with his colleagues to
develop what is now a robust and rigorous program.

“Everything we’re about was instituted during Bob’s tenure as chair,”
says current department chair Dr.Terry Perciante.“Bob is the math
program at Wheaton.”

Moreover, Bob established a mathematics conference in 1977 that
developed into an organization of about 400 members called the
Association of Christians in the Mathematical Sciences, which is still
going strong today.

At his side for the past 45 years is Bob’s wife Bonnie, to whom he
readily gives credit for his accomplishments. The two also share the joy
of having three children and seven grandchildren.

Beyond Bob’s professional achievements and the numerous lectures,
articles, and textbooks to his credit, he is recognized by colleagues and
students as an analytical icon, a senior diplomat, and the consummate
liberal arts teacher, who instructs to the whole of human thought.As a
result, his Alumni Association award comes as no surprise to those who
know him.

Dr. Perciante concurs,“No one I can think of is more deserving.”

During the early 1960s, while completing his dissertation on “Measure
and Integration in a Banach Space” (a topic rooted in mathematical
analysis), Dr. Robert Brabenec ’60 made a significant discovery.

Although he was an adept mathematician, Bob had begun to struggle
as his studies became more abstract and advanced. Finally, he recalls,“a
light when on” when he began to view math in a historical context.

“Seeing how the history of mathematics connected to the history of
other genres allowed me to move forward,” he explains.“I was able to
gain more understanding into the field itself.”

It was the desire to share this knowledge with other students that
ultimately inspired Bob to begin his teaching career at Wheaton
College in 1964. Since then, his focus has continually been on helping
students integrate faith and learning through the study of seemingly
abstract concepts like the infinite.

“Instead of focusing on specific tools that we blindly use to solve
problems, I try to teach a way of thinking,” Bob describes.

alumnus of the year 
the Sum of all Things

by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni

During Homecoming Weekend, Dr. Robert Brabenec ’60 received the Alumni Association’s  
Alumnus of the Year 2005 Award for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater.

Some people see math as

constricting. But Dr. Bob

Brabenec agrees with

German mathematician and

theologian George Cantor:

“The essence of math is its

freedom.”
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future.Although President Hudson Armerding ’41 urged him to stay,
Walt was troubled by the number of students who were disengaging
from the church, and instead responded to a call to use his teaching
gift to train pastors at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.Then in
1993, he went to Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary where, four
years later, he was asked to become president.

Though he’s now settled on the East Coast,Walt’s ties to Wheaton
remain strong. In 1982 Dr.Armerding asked his old friend to join
Wheaton’s Board of Trustees, and for the last 23 years,Walt has helped
make recommendations regarding faculty (the most important aspect 
of education according to Walt), and decisions that affect the College
as a whole.

President Duane Litfin notes,“Walt brings not only biblical and
theological expertise, but also an insider’s grasp of the academic task
and the nature of academic institutions. He is much appreciated on the
Board for his even-handed wisdom, his concern for people, and a
wonderful, if somewhat offbeat, sense of humor.”

Still this former farm boy, loved and revered by friends and family
alike, takes the accolades in stride. He points to the work the Lord is
doing through the College as the real work to be admired.

“If evangelicalism has an intellectual think tank—Wheaton is it,”
says Walt. “Look here and you’ll see what’s going to take place in the
church five years from now.The finest expression of the whole of
evangelicalism is at Wheaton, and it’s been a privilege to have my
finger on the pulse.”
(by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni with Emily Louise Zimbrick ’05)

The oldest of six children, Dr.Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D. ’58 was
raised on a Pennsylvania farm and still loves to drive a tractor. But his
parents had some inkling that he was interested in theology when, as a
young boy, he took several pieces of coal and wrote in large letters on
their barn rafter,“God is love,” his brother relates.

As an undergraduate at Wheaton,Walt pursued his interest in
theology, all the while carefully observing his professors and
challenging himself to figure out a way to present the material more
effectively.Tracking his professors was instinctual and unconscious, but
in this way,Walt admits, God was preparing him.

Now the President and Colman M. Mockler Distinguished
Professor of Old Testament at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary,
Walt remembers committing his life to serve on the mission field at
age 15. It was while he was at Wheaton, however, that he realized that
God had different plans.

Paying his own way through school and earning a teaching
fellowship,Walt graduated from Wheaton with a one-year teaching
contract in the college’s Bible department.The appointment
extended, and in 1960,Walt was honored with the Junior Teacher of
the Year award.“I just ate it up,” he says.“Teaching was the joy of 
my life.”

Gerald F. Hawthorne, emeritus professor of Greek and exegesis,
remembers,“He and I both began our teaching careers about the
same time at Wheaton.Walt was a master teacher right from the start
and students flocked to his courses.”

But a career as a Bible teacher at Wheaton College wasn’t in Walt’s

During Homecoming Weekend, Dr. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D.’58 received the Alumni Association’s 
Alumnus of the Year 2005 Award for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater.

distinguished service to alma mater 
aTeacher’s Mission

The author of numerous 

articles and more than 30 books,

Walt Kaiser has earned 

the respect of his colleagues.

Wheaton’s Professor of 

Old Testament Hassell Bullock

comments, “He is an excellent

scholar who tackles the difficult

problems of Old Testament

studies and writes persuasively

about them from an evangelical

point of view.” 
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even small ways to help. Students planned the first-ever Thanksgiving
break missions trip (see story on page 6), and also collected clothing
and nonperishable food items to send to victims with the help of local
alumni like Jeff ’86 and Heather Hughes Simpson ’87.

Jeff grew up in Covington, Louisiana, located on the north shore of
Lake Ponchartrain.Thanks to donations from the College, community,
and local churches, Jeff and others, including fellow alums David 
Oster ’86 and Tom Nussbaum ’88, made several trips to deliver a total
of ten truckloads of goods to this poor community, where fallen trees
had destroyed many houses and where people sometimes don’t get
enough to eat even without a hurricane.

“Our first truckloads got there seven days after the hurricane, and it
was the first food and water they received,” notes Heather, to which

Hurricane Katrina. One of the worst national disasters the
United States has ever seen blasted the Mississippi Delta last August,
and in the process turned 90,000 square miles—a swath of land almost
as large as the United Kingdom—into a federal disaster area.

With preliminary estimates in the neighborhood of $35 billion in
insured damages, cleaning up Katrina’s mess will be the work of years,
not months.And for many in New Orleans who lost homes, jobs, and
even family or friends—life will never be the same.

In the weeks following the disaster,Wheaton College’s Alumni
Association posted a Hurricane Katrina message board online with the
hope of connecting those in need with alumni willing and able to
provide aid.

Meanwhile many alumni, students, staff, and faculty worked to find

a f t e r  t h e  s t o r m

Meet the

Wheaton alumni

who weathered

the storms in 

the Gulf, as well 

as a few who 

have made

extraordinary

efforts to 

bring relief.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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For Kevin Brown ’83 and for many New Orleans evacuees,
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have turned ordered life into chaos.
The magnitude of the disaster became all too clear when Kevin, his
father, and brother-in-law tried in vain to return home to rescue 
their pets, only to be turned back by the police and by fallen trees
blocking the roads.

Kevin and his family left New Orleans on August 29, and couldn’t
return until September 15.“Another night, another bed, and none of
them home,” writes Kevin in his online journal in mid-September.
“Sometimes no bed but your own results in a good night’s sleep, and it
will be a long time before I get to sleep in my own bed again.”

The family lost not only their home, but also a thriving 
ministry.After graduation, Kevin returned to the urban renewal 

Jeff adds,“We had probably 600 families come through in the first day.”
About Wheaton’s efforts to bring relief, both through the delivery of

goods and through missions trips, Chaplain Stephen Kellough observes:
“We will gain as much as we give.We ourselves will be learning lessons
of hope.”

Following are just a few of these lessons—stories of hope and faith in
the midst of disaster—from our alumni on the Gulf Shores.

After the Storm: Hope for New Orleans
It’s hard to imagine what it’s like to evacuate your home—the city you
grew up in—and to lose touch with some of your family and most of
your friends.

“The eternal stars shine out as soon as it is dark enough.” –Thomas Carlyle
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relief and restoration efforts. In fact, he helped identify sites for the
Wheaton students’ Thanksgiving break trip.

Many friends have contacted Jasper in the last months, contributing
almost $25,000 thus far to assist the displaced. One such call came from
a former football teammate, John (Jack) Duff II ’87.“He lives in Ohio,
but he said his heart was burdened, and he wanted to bring down
supplies for the disenfranchised,” says Jasper.

Jack collected supplies from his church, neighborhood, and a local
preschool, and arrived with two trailers packed with clothing,
medical supplies, toiletries, and even some household furnishings.
They spent a weekend distributing the goods to coastal churches 
and shelters.

Jasper vividly remembers one single mother who had come to
Mississippi from New Orleans with $25.“She used her $25 as 
wisely as she could. She changed it into quarters and began calling
churches to ask for help. She got down to the R’s and was almost out
of change when she called my church—Riverwood Bible Church—
and someone put her in contact with me. . . .Thanks to Jack and
others, we were able to help this dear lady get pretty much
everything she needed.”

For Jack and his wife, Meeka, the experience was life changing.“At
first we didn’t know how our little trailers would help in the big
scope of things. But meeting the people made us realize that God uses
every contribution,” he says.

Jasper’s hope is to bring long-term assistance to the displaced—by
helping churches adopt families in need.

After the Storm: The Texas Story
Major General Charles Rodriguez M.A. ’85 became the Adjutant
General of Texas just two months before Katrina made landfall in
Louisiana. Responsible for the Texas National Guard’s 19,000 
Army and Air Force Reserve soldiers, he’s since had considerable
on-the-job training in disaster preparedness and relief.

His troops rolled into Louisiana and “literally circled the wagons
around the Superdome in a show of positive force,” he says,
explaining that after three days of trying to keep order, the Louisiana
Guardsmen were exhausted.

Texas also sent an air guard medical detachment that quickly

center his father founded in the early 1960s. Now the executive
director of Trinity Christian Community, Kevin has spent the last 
seven years helping people fix up their homes, and running youth
leadership and educational programs to develop Christian 
community.

Many of the homes he helped fix have now been bulldozed—and
many of the youth are now scattered. Mold and toxic sludge ruined
everything in the ministry center including its new computer lab.

The only highlights of the first few weeks came in hearing from
missing friends.“Chantel called,” writes Kevin in mid-September.
“She waded through chest deep water for miles to get to safety.
In the middle of the night she got lost and ended up sleeping in 
an abandoned high school.The next day she got to the Superdome 
and then was shipped to Houston. I am delirious with happiness
because now I’ve heard from everyone.”

For the last months, Kevin has been working with a group called
Operation Blessing to help people relocate out of shelters—connecting
churches all over the country with families in need.At the same time,
he and his family have begun gutting their own home, his father’s
home, and those of neighbors.

For the next year, Kevin says his work will probably consist of doing
relief and reconstruction work—with the help of short-term mission
teams, such as the group from Wheaton College.

Though the city is in ruins, and the stench and debris are over-
whelming at times, Kevin is optimistic that the church can and will
bring hope and restoration with the help of volunteers.

“This is no ordinary crisis.Yes, we’ve lost much, but our own value
as Christians lies not in our possessions but in our service to Christ and
His kingdom,” he writes.“We have an unprecedented opportunity to
reshape a city.”

After the Storm: Miracles in Mississippi
Jasper Bacon ’82 has been in the business of rebuilding lives for years.
He lives in Madison, Mississippi, and works at a nonprofit organization
he started called In His Steps Ministries.The ministy provides
intervention in the lives of at-risk juveniles, plus prevention programs for
young children. He has also organized short-term missions opportunities
for more than 20 years—and is now helping to orchestrate hurricane

“. . .we trust that the Lord’s hand will guide us through the ambiguity all around us 
Major General Charles Rodriguez M.A. ’85
Adjutant General, Texas National Guard



became a triage unit, handing out medications. “They were
thronged by people who had either run out of their
medications, had become infected because of the water, or
simply wanted the drugs,” he says. “We learned a valuable lesson
about not sending medical units without security.”

About 2,500 soldiers from the Texas National Guard helped
with search and rescue efforts, as well as with humanitarian
relief. Upwards of 900 Texas air guardsmen also joined the rescue
and evacuation efforts.

Then Hurricane Rita began bearing down on Texas, and they
moved their forces home.

When Houston evacuated before Rita hit, the National Guard
played a part in clearing the clogged roads. “You saw the traffic
jams and the videos. People were following instructions to leave
the city; but the roads just weren’t constructed to hold 5 million,
and people were running out of gas,” he explains.

In the middle of the night, members of the air and army 
guard collaborated, creating and assembling adapters so that the
tankers made for refueling big engines could gas up the many
stranded cars safely. “By sunrise, people were on their way,” he
says, adding that this was one of many unprecedented situations
where soldiers pitched in to solve a problem.

Stories are still surfacing of others who took the initiative to
apply their knowledge and resources to help those in need.
“We have a staff sergeant whose job was to help family members
of deployed soldiers,” he says. When the hurricane struck, he
established a shelter for the guard family members, but also
invited others with no place to go, including some displaced
people from Louisiana. “It’s the individuals stepping up that
really made the difference,” he adds.

When asked how his faith comes to bear in this new role, the
Major General replies that though the disaster might seem
overwhelming in terms of the vast area and the number of
people affected, “This is where faith begins.We have to do what
we can and entrust people to make the best decisions they can.
. . .To the extent that we don’t know whether we are doing 
the exact right thing, yet we trust that the Lord’s hand will guide
us through the ambiguity all around us . . . this is stepping out 
in faith.”

W H E A T O N 2 5

. . . this is stepping out in faith.”

Snapshots from the gulf shores:  (top to bottom)  In Louisiana,

church members give thanks for donated goods and a member of

the armed forces helps with distribution. In Texas, Major General

Rodriguez M.A. ’85 talks to the media, and in Mississippi, Jasper

Bacon ’82 orchestrates hurricane relief efforts.  
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families
The fifth in a series focusing 

on issues faced by Wheaton families 
in today’s complex world.

W H E A T O N

CANCER. This one small word is a great sword

of sorrow, carving deep into the hearts of

many families.

Lynette Holm Hoppe M.A. ’89 was diagnosed

with stage-four breast cancer last year.

She and her husband, Nathan ’89, M.A. ’91,

have been missionaries to Albania for the last

seven years. Upon her diagnosis, they

returned to Lynette’s home in Minnesota

with their children, seven-year-old Tristan

and five-year-old Katherine, so that Lynette

might undergo treatment at the Mayo Clinic.

Following are Lynette’s thoughts on healing,

pain and suffering, the power of prayer, and

God’s loving faithfulness to us all.

by Lynette Holm Hoppe M.A. ’89

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and be glad.” —Psalm 34:1-2

I had a bone scan at Mayo Clinic on June 7. By 10:30 A.M. the scan had been completed,

and with typical Mayo efficiency, I had my results by noon.

The picture was discouraging.The cancer had spread to my ribs and pelvis.This

shouldn’t have come as a great surprise because I had been experiencing a lot of pain;

“
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It seems ludicrous, now that I think about it. How can He possibly
help me if I try to manage on my own and spurn the help He so 
freely offers?

Psalm 6 reads,“O Lord, rebuke me not in thy anger, nor chasten me
in thy wrath. Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; Lord,
heal me, for my bones are troubled. . . . ”As I empty myself of
pretension, I open myself up to be filled by God.

I am grateful for this opportunity to fellowship in the sufferings of
Christ. I don’t think I could have understood what that expression
meant before experiencing pain myself. Now, I try to picture myself in
the garden with Jesus, sharing in His agony as He asks to be released
from the cross. I weep with Him, and then bow my head with Him as
He humbly submits Himself to the will of God.

I am learning to identify with the misery of others. In Albania,
many came to my door seeking relief from pain or illness, hunger or
cold.While I tried to meet their physical needs, I don’t think I
commiserated with them very deeply. I now understand more about
what Jesus desires—for us to be His face, His hands, His eyes and
feet—loving, tending, visiting, and praying for those in need, as I have
been loved and cared for in my illness.

Our family now has a new cross to bear. My mother was recently
diagnosed with liver cancer.As her condition deteriorates, I find 
that it is much more difficult to watch someone I love suffer than it is
to suffer myself. Someone else’s suffering forces us to face the
uncertainties and fears that hang like a black shadow over that valley
through which we must all pass.When I think about my own
suffering, I am consoled that I will not be alone on that final journey.
My Lord will be with me. But that consolation doesn’t turn the 
valley into a bright, fragrant meadow.

My thoughts about heaven linger on the joy of being with Jesus, not
on what the place will be like. It is enough for me to know that He
will be there. I also thrill to the idea of being present in the company
of the amazing people who have gone before. I hope I will not be
ashamed to be in their glorious company because of my pitiful efforts

nonetheless, my disappointment was great. I was grieved that my
nutritional plan, in which I had placed so much hope, had failed me. I
had forgotten that it is God alone who heals, and He can use many
different means, whether conventional, natural, or supernatural.

I went through the usual questions:What had I done wrong?
Hadn’t I prayed the right prayers or been fervent enough? Why hadn’t
my nutritional program worked? It had done wonders for others.

I did not dwell on these questions for long, though, because I realized
that I was approaching things immaturely. God was not waiting for me
to get just the right combination of words and sincerity. He is merciful
and compassionate and infinitely above any sort of pettiness. He also is
good, and everything He orders on my behalf is for my good.

I do not believe that preparing to be healed implies that if I make
“enough spiritual progress” God will find me worthy of being healed.
Preparing for healing means that I pray for and seek healing of 
soul so that should God heal my body, I can rise from my bed of
illness ready to live a transformed life—becoming light and salt in 
this world.

Nathan and I had just one day together between my scan 
and his scheduled departure for a short visit to Albania. It 
was a precious day as we sought each other’s forgiveness
and faced the reality of my failing health.As we took our
evening walk through a nearby cemetery, I raised a
question that had been on my mind: Where should I be
buried? His response was beautiful.“You are my love,”
he said,“and we will choose a place for us to be buried
together.” I knew then that though we had enjoyed 
a very good marriage, we were being blessed with the 
opportunity to have an extraordinary marriage.

Meanwhile, my faith in the power of God to heal has
grown considerably. I have spent hours poring over the 
amazing story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, and 
have been thrilled at His words to Martha:“I am the 
Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me, though 
he dies, yet shall he live.” The Lord of Life is not 
dismayed by my worsening condition. I cannot get beyond 
the power of God to heal or raise me, if He chooses to 
restore me to health.

This cancer has now begun to make its presence known in acute
and continuous pain.

Pain is a great leveler.Although I have experienced the grace of
God at every stage, I realize now how much I have relied upon 
my own cheerful disposition and stoic nature. Pain has knocked these
out of me without apology. I have discovered that I was trying to 
put up a brave face before God. I wanted Him to applaud my efforts.

do not believe that preparing to be healed implies that if I 

make “enough spiritual progress” God will find me worthy of

being healed. Preparing for healing means that I pray for and seek

healing of soul so that should God heal my body, I can rise 

from my bed of illness ready to live a transformed life—becoming

light and salt in this world.

I
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I know many prayers are being offered up to God for my healing. I
realize it is tempting for people to think that their prayers are not
being answered because I have not been healed of cancer. But the truth
is that prayers are being answered in the most miraculous ways. Nathan
and I can attest personally to the real transformation that continues to
take place in our own lives and in our marriage.We’ve also seen people
close to us undergo dramatic changes for the good. In my mind,
healing of soul is the greater gift, for it has bearings on eternity,
whereas healing of body is only temporary.

And who knows? Perhaps healing of body is still to come. If God

still wishes to use me for good in this life, He will spare me. If He has
accomplished His purposes, He will take me.

This truth helps me cope with the thought of leaving my children,
for it encompasses the idea that God will accomplish His purposes for
them, as well. If He takes their mother from them while they are
young, He has His reasons for doing so, and because He is good, His
reasons are good. He will provide for them.We have tried to be open
with them about my illness, and I think Tristan has an understanding of
how desperately sick I am. Katherine is still very young and
understands less fully. She prays every night for Mommy to get well,
but also prays that we’ll find a good home in Albania “with two
trees—a pomegranate and a peach tree.”

I still struggle with my desire to raise them, and when I succumb to
anxiety about the future, I shed tears over the thought of leaving 
them. But my struggle is emotional, not spiritual. For I rest contentedly
in the will of God.

Editor’s Note: Lynette and Nathan ask for your prayers for their family and especially for

their children. Lynette is making scrapbooks for the children of the memories she treasures,

and the family plans to return one day to Albania.

here on earth, but I am consoled by the fact that heaven will be a place
of mercy and grace.

Apart from our sadness over my mother’s condition,
these are perhaps the happiest days we have known as a 
family. Nathan and I continue to delight in each other’s 
company.As we say goodnight, he frequently says,“You’re a joy to me.
I’m so glad we had this day together.”

Jesus’ words in Matthew 6 have taken deep root in him.“Do not be
anxious about tomorrow.” Nathan could wallow in his
own fears about the future: How will he manage the
children alone? Will he have to grow old alone, falling
sick and having no one to take care of him? It would
be easy to give in to despair, but he is choosing to be
grateful for today’s gifts.

In The Screwtape Letters, C. S. Lewis addresses this
idea of living in the present. Uncle Screwtape, the
senior devil, advises a junior devil to tempt people
into bondage to the future.“Our business is to get
them away from the eternal, and from the Present. . . .
We want a whole race perpetually in pursuit of the
rainbow’s end, never honest, nor kind, nor happy now,
but always using as mere fuel wherewith to heap 
the altar of the future every real gift which is offered 
them in the present.”

Living in the present is a moment-by-moment
effort. I want to live fully today, being patient with my
children, helpful to my husband, attentive to my
mother, and rejoicing in my Lord.

God has recently given me a spirit of deep contentment, grown out
of a new appreciation for the goodness of God. I am contented with
the cross I have been given and with the pain I am experiencing.

I love missionary Hudson Taylor’s thoughts about this. He says,“All
God’s dealings are full of blessing: He is good, and doeth good, good
only, and continually.The believer who has taken the Lord as his
Shepherd can assuredly say . . . ‘Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life.’ Hence we may be sure that the days of
adversity, as well as days of prosperity, are full of blessings.”

To be given a cross, then, is an honor, for it is God’s way of wooing
us.We listen better when things are difficult because we suddenly
become aware of our desperate need for God.

I have experienced such delight in the nearness of God these past
few months, and this makes my illness worthwhile; but I want to love
God not for His gifts and for the consolation He brings, but for
Himself. I enjoy the days when I feel profoundly the presence of God
and hear His voice in the wind as it passes through the trees, but I also
have days when I must simply choose to believe that God is near
because He has said so.This, I think, is the beginning of faith.

families
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his cancer has now begun to make its presence known in acute and

continuous pain. Pain is a great leveler. Although I have experienced

the grace of God at every stage, I realize now how much I have

relied upon my own cheerful disposition and stoic nature. Pain has

knocked these out of me without apology. . . .

My thoughts about heaven linger on the joy of being with Jesus,

not on what the place will be like. It is enough for me to know that

He will be there.
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I received a call today to pray for a young Wheaton alumna who was

evacuated this week with her two young daughters from a tiny African

village. Mercenary soldiers had surrounded and infiltrated the village.

Missionary families were in danger of being looted and harmed, so the

Wheaton alumna and her children were moved to safety along with

another young missionary mother and her small children.Their

missionary husbands were miles away on business and unable to return because of

the probability of attack by bandits en route.

There are many stories of Wheaton alumni going intentionally into harm’s way,

after calculating that the risk to their own and their family’s lives is of less eternal

importance than losing the opportunity to tell others about God’s gift of salvation

in Jesus Christ.

Every Wheatonite must know the story of three Wheaton friends, Jim Elliot ’49,

Ed McCully ’49, and Nate Saint ’50, who along with friends Roger Youdarian

and Pete Fleming made contact in January 1956 with members of the Ecuadorian

jungle Waodani tribe trying to find a way to tell them about Jesus.The Waodani

speared outsiders but also their own tribesmen with such frequency that their own

tribe was in danger of extinction.Alumni from the classes of 1956-1959 recount

the memory of Prexy Edman’s announcement in Pierce Chapel the morning after

the five men had been slain by the Waodani. January 8, 2006, will mark 50 years

since the missionaries’ death by spearing.

But their deaths were not the end of their story. Some of the families of the

slain men returned to the jungle to continue the work of the gospel. Steve 

Saint ’72 presents part of that ongoing story in a full-length feature film to be

released in January 2006 called End of the Spear (www.endofthespear.com).The

film relates the events of January 1956 in that Ecuadorian jungle from the points

of view of both the Waodanis and the missionaries. It tells the story of what

happens when two human tribes, divided by race, time, and culture meet the Savior.

It is a story of the gospel of Jesus Christ and its power to save the human race.

Marilee A. Melvin ’72
Vice President 
for Alumni Relations

THE PURPOSE  OF  THE  WHEATON COLLEGE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION I S  TO UNITE  ALL  ALUMNI  OF

WHEATON COLLEGE  INTO A  COMPACT ORGANIZATION FOR EFFECTIVE  COMMUNICATION WITH

EACH OTHER AND WITH THE COLLEGE , TO ARRANGE ALUMNI  REUNIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THE

FORMATION OF  WHEATON CLUBS  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COLLEGE  AND FELLOW ALUMNI , AND TO PROMOTE ALUMNI  GIV ING.
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Relationships

As an Alumni Board member I connected with

Wheaton alumni from many generations and

College staff and leadership. The deep commit-

ment to Christ and the work of His kingdom

through the College and each generation of stu-

dents was awe-inspiring. It was a distinct priv-

ilege to participate in work of such long-term

significance!”

Barbara A. Kay MA ’83 / Board member; ’01 - ’04

Connections

I am glad to serve on the WCAA board because 

I have come to appreciate the amazing strength

of the ‘Wheaton connection.’ I have experienced

it in numerous ways—from career networking

and job hunting to conversations in a church

foyer. 

Over the years, I’ve become keenly aware of

the fact that keeping alumni and their families

connected to Wheaton College in meaningful

ways is critical to Wheaton College’s financial

success, to the ability to offer high quality educa-

tion, and to attract the best mix of students. I

enjoy the opportunity to provide feedback and

guidance to the WCAA staff and others at the

College so that this connection remains strong.”  

Daniel Taetzsch ’81/ Board member; ‘04 - ’07

I regularly take classes at the College. I also

see it in the faculty, that they are just as 

committed to Christ as some of the old-

time alumni loyalists. I feel alumni are

extremely supportive of the College, and I

have sensed a real loyalty and support from

the vast majority of alumni, whether they are

able to give or not. Their support is over-

whelming.”

Chuck Schoenherr ’50 / Board member; ’03 - ’06

Quality and commitment

I most enjoy the senior scholarship selection

process. It’s exciting to see the quality and

the depth of the students that represent

Wheaton College. I have absolutely no 

questions about the spiritual dimension and

the depth of Wheaton College students com-

pared to my generation. I see it through the

applications for scholarships we review on

the board, but I also see it in the classes. 

Wheaton College Alumni Association
Annual Report 2004-2005

The Wheaton College Alumni Association is led by a nationally elected Board
of Directors who, during their three-year terms, represent alumni concerns to
Wheaton, and help Wheaton reach out more effectively to alumni around the
world. These board members are a diverse group, but they share one thing in
common: a love for Wheaton and its mission. 

Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors Row 1 (l. to r.): Chuck Hogren ’58 (Past President), Jan Renich

Barger ’69 (Secretary), Bob Dye ’73 (President), Matt Hsieh ’93 (President-Elect)  Row 2: Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77, Susy Francis-

Thornton ’95, Chuck Schoenherr ’50, Judith Hamer Whitecotton ’64, Ben Noonan ’04 Row 3:  David Salstrom ’53, Paul Elsen ’71,

Sean Shimmel ’91, Rachel Mazorol Seale ’04, Daniel Stackhouse Taetzch ’81, Paul Armerding ’75, Marilee Melvin ’72.  Not pic-

tured:  Rick Claybrook ’73, Laurelyn Domeck Claybrook ’73, Mary Beth Willson Elsen ’71, Dan Branda ’61, Bill Orris ’85, Gary

Campbell MA ’02, Jenai David Jenkins ’89.

”

”

”

WHEATON ALUMNIa s s o c i a t i o n
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Wheaton volunteers around the country help
coordinate Wheaton Club events that include
athletic game receptions, the Conservatory’s
spring tour concerts, and summer socials, as well
as potlucks and brunches with visiting faculty 
and staff.Wheaton alumni, parents, and friends
participate in these events that provide great
fellowship and connection with Wheaton
College.

Golf with Wheaton Athletics

Drive to the greens with other Wheaton alumni.
Contact Jay Martin (630.752.5563 or
jay.martin@wheaton.edu) for more information 
on these golf outings.
Buckeye, AZ April 7, 2006

West Chicago, IL May 8, 2006

St. Albans, MO June 19, 2006

Women’s Chorale Spring Break tour! 

March 3-11, 2006

Greenville, SC

Cary, NC

Orlando, FL

Tampa, FL

2005-06 Wheaton Club Season

primarily over Spring Break, dates to be announced
Ft. Myers, FL

Atlanta, GA

Honolulu, HI

Phoenix, AZ

Orange County, CA

Winter Park, CO

Detroit, MI

Minneapolis, MN

St. Louis, MO

Raleigh, NC

Seattle, WA

Portland, OR

Each year the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors
awards financial and non-financial grants and awards to
faculty, students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow
from the annual Wheaton Alumni Fund, which also
supports every faculty member’s salary and every student’s
academic program.

Alumni Faculty Grants 2004-2005

Edith Blumhofer (history)
Robert Brabenec (mathematics)
Gary Burge (Bible)
Rich Butman (psychology)
Mark Lewis (theater)
Laura Miguelez (Bible)
John Walton (Bible)
Science Division Block Grant for Faculty/

Student Summer Research

Junior Faculty Grants 2004-2005:

Leah Anderson (politics and international relations)
Dan Trier (Bible)
Genzo Yamamoto (history)

Faculty Missions Project 2004-2005

Brian Howell (anthropology) and his wife Marissa Sabio,
Dominican Republic (Timothy Phillips Scholarship)

Gary Burge (Bible) Egypt
Jeff Greenberg (geology) South Africa 
Wayne Martindale (English) China
David Malone (library) Kenya
Mary Sue Preisler (library) Kenya

For Scholarships in their Senior Year 2005-2006

Rose Acquavella
Katie Hubbell
Jordan Kemper
Michael Kingsley
Jessica Lue
Nathan Mealy

Distinguished Service Awards 2004-2005

For Distinguished Service to Society

Dr. John C. (Jack) Swanson ’49

For Distinguished Service to Alma Mater

James ’52 and Arlyne Nelson ’52 Lane 
Betty Burtness Knoedler ’50 

CLUBS
w h e a t o n
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HOMECOMING WEEKEND2 0 0 5  

In October, eight Wheaton classes celebrated reunions at Homecoming 2005, and many alumni returned “home” for a full

slate of activities—the All-Alumni Family Brunch, Faculty Lecture, athletic events, Conservatory Concert, and various class

events. Here is a collage of photos that capture some of the many relationships and reconnections.

1.  Wheaton’s sixth and seventh presidents:  Dick Chase and his wife, Mary, and Duane Litfin and his wife, Sherri, enjoy the All-Family Brunch on Saturday.
2. David Iglesias '80, U.S. Attorney for the District of New Mexico, gave the Homecoming chapel address.  3. Junior year Wheaton ’85 roommates Rev.
Marie Perederij Kuck, Gloria Yuan Goon, and Sharon Warnock Anderson share memories at their 20th reunion.  4. Students enjoy the Powder Puff football
game Saturday evening when the junior class defeated the seniors.  5. Class of ’00ers Sarah Nies, Mehret Mahee Asgedom, Michelle Bebb, and Kelli
Kennedy enjoyed their coffeehouse Friday evening after the soccer game.  6. The Alumni Association honored Dr. Bob Brabenec B.A. ’61 and Dr. Walt
Kaiser B.A. ’55, B.D. ’58 for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater. The Brabenecs, the Kaisers, and President Litfin greeted fans at McCully Stadium during
half-time.  7. Alumni gather at the new Alumni Legacy Mural in the Beamer Center.  8. Alumni Association Board members Chuck Hogren ’58 and Carlene

1

7 8

11 1312

2 3
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save the date
alumni
weekend
may 5-7, 2006

Look for information in your mail, or call 
the Alumni office at 630.752.5047

Mark your calendar now for Alumni Weekend 2006. 

Classes
commemorating
reunions:

Visit the Alumni Weekend ’05 page on the Online
Community at www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions.

Ellis Ellerman ’77 welcome alumni home at Reunion Central.  9. Student Homecoming planners Liberty Kikerpill ’08, Kate Willen ’05, and Dan Lecocq ’07 welcome
alumni, including John Weber ’95 at the 5K Run.  10. Jonathan Wu ’85 shares insights with Matt Hsieh ’92 and others at the annual Alumni of Color reception.
11. Senior Brian Williams ’06 sells Homecoming T-shirts at Reunion Central.  12. Mary Chase shares a warm greeting with her friend, Wheaton’s fifth president,
Dr. Hudson Armerding ’41.  13. Lawrence M.A. ’99 and Martha Temfwe addressed alumni at the Saturday Brunch about their work with AIDS victims in Zambia.
They are seen here with Steve ’85 and Diana Boatwright.  14. Student Homecoming Committee members Brooke McDowell ’08, Alissa Mosurinjohn ’07, Stacey
Maurer ’07, and Emily Sheehy ’07 make the “Duane Dash” 5K Run.  15. Future Wheaton applicants sample food from Bon Appetit.  16.  Jake Armerding ’00 was
featured at the Late Night Concert, joined by his father, Taylor Armerding ’70 and his brother Jesse ’07.

1931—75th 1936—70th
1941—65th 1946—60th
1951—55th 1956—50th
1961—45th 1966—40th
1971—35th 1976—30th

4 9 10

15 16

5 6

14



3 4 W I N T E R 2 0 0 6

inspired those in attendance with her
vision for alumni in the workplace.
Current students and young alumni, she
said, want a “job with a purpose,” which
is synonymous with a Christian calling.
She encouraged alumni that God will
call, equip, and place each person in 
His timing.

Reunion committee member Emily
Okholm Ganzer ’05 said she enjoyed the
speakers’ humor and their advice to
volunteer in your passion without
actually working in that field.“I would
love it if alumni came to speak about this
topic or similar topics more often,”
Emily said. “I would definitely come to
them, both for the guidance and the
connections.”
by Emily Louise Zimbrick ’05

Alumni classes from as recent as 2003,
2004, and 2005 got in on the
Homecoming festivities. A Friday night
open house included fellowship and
worship as a welcome to young alumni.
But Saturday morning hailed a new
event that is sure to be a definite
repeat—a breakfast with a program,
“Finding a Job with Purpose.”

The Alumni Association and Career
Services partnered to bring in alumni
Cheryl Alemán ’80 and Larry Reed ’80,
who spoke on working, living,
volunteering, and serving purposefully.
The time included lively group
discussion and Q&A time with Cheryl, a
circuit court judge in Florida, and Larry,
the CEO of Opportunity International.

Ita Fischer, director of Career Services,

ALUMNIc o n n e c t i o n s

Imagine—two weeks in Greece. Exploring its ancient cities and its new; sailing the Aegean Sea to discover the wonder of the
Greek Isles; walking along the very road Paul traveled to take the gospel to the Gentiles. From June 3-17, Wheaton alumnus
David Sparks ’72 and his wife Elizabeth, of Footstep Ministries, led the Alumni Association’s fifth tour to Greece. Such adven-
tures were all in the company of this great group of 47 Wheaton alumni and other friends, pictured here at Ephesus:  Jan Barta,
Steve and Ann Buckley, Alice Cafaro, Art ’56 and Colleen Colburn ’56, Elizabeth Curtis ’49, Georgia Douglass MA ’94, Curtis and
Leona Gregory, Allan and Marilyn Hancock ’56, Jill Hannah, Kirk ’58 and Sandy Hobolth ’58, Bryan and Jennifer Jurkowski ’84,
Ward ’64 and Kristin Kriegbaum, Annerose Kulajta, Jeffrey Leigh, Peter Leigh ’58, Lynda McGee, Dorothy McKissick, Bob and
Betsy Monahan, Tim and Lois Nichols, Betty Joe Perdue, Charles and Gretchen Pierce, David and Joyce Rockwell ’68, Rose
Mary Ross, Constantino and Patricia Salios, Carol Seaton ’56, Marilyn Simpson, David ’72 and Elizabeth Sparks, Tom ’79 and Lori
Summer ’80, Larry and Teena Toney, Jane Wang ’95, James and Suzette West.

A Homecoming Highlight: 

Tips on Making That Job

Connection
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Johnson, professor of New Testament
emeritus, taught the Bible, using as
his topic, “The Greatest of These 
Is Love.” And Drs. Jeanne and Rex
Blumhagen shared with us their
experiences as medical missionaries in
Afghanistan—Jeanne even surprised
us during an evening of entertain-
ment with her proficiency on the
harmonica.

The joy of meeting new friends and
old, the warm welcome, and relaxed
opportunities to mix with our
lecturers provided a rich and
rewarding time.What fun it was to
sing the old Sunday school and camp
songs in the dining hall—and we even
remembered hand motions for some
of them! My only regret is that I
didn’t know about the retreat sooner.
by Ethel Closson Smith ’43

You’ll Find as You Get Older . . .

You Can Still Go to Camp!

If you like living in a forest, rambling
in the woods, quiet reflection, or 
just wonderful fellowship—and you
are over 55 years old—the
Northwoods Adventure is the alumni
event for you.

Led by a volunteer committee
headed by Ruth Bamford ’50, nearly
80 alumni and friends gathered at
HoneyRock,Wheaton’s northwoods
campus near Three Lakes,Wisconsin,
September 10-15.We spent time in
fellowship, rest, and activities such as
paddle boats, drawing, nature crafts,
canoeing, hiking, horseback riding,
rappelling, and field trips.The age-
spread gave the program vitality and
energy from younger alums and
wisdom from the older owls.

Recreation was there for the
taking—as much or as little as we
wanted. Evening programs included
Taize Worship, Bear Necessities
(everything we ever wanted to know
about bears), an informal chat with
President Duane Litfin, and a briefing
on HoneyRock by Director Rob
Ribbe ’87, M.A. ’90.

The seminar leaders offered
intellectual, spiritual, and creative
stimuli. Dr. Al Smith ’54, professor of
biology emeritus, led us on field trips
and “loggin’ and boggin’.” Art
professor emeritus Alva Steffler taught
sessions on drawing and sketching,
and presented slide lectures of artists’
concepts of heaven and hell, relating
Scripture to the paintings. Dr. Alan

Connect with Wheaton 
Regardless of where you live around 

the world, we want to help you connect

with the Wheaton family in your area.

For information about athletic events,

concerts, and receptions planned in a

city near you, please contact the alumni

office at 630/752-5047 or by 

e-mail at clubs@ wheaton.edu.

In early August 2005 Wheaton alumna Laura Needs ’97 returned to Wheaton to serve as

Reunion Coordinator in the Alumni Relations office after working for several Christian orga-

nizations, most recently Samaritan’s Purse. An enthusiastic and articulate spokesperson for

Wheaton alumni, Laura brings an understanding of volunteers and resources to her new role.

She has been active in helping plan her class’s reunions, assisting with a Wheaton Club in

Texas, and as a Class Representative, promoting the Wheaton Alumni Fund to her classmates.

She enjoys hiking, traveling, church involvement, and mentoring college students. 

Welcome, Laura!
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It’s little wonder that Dr. Tom Rudolph ’96 had

already set his sights on earning his doctorate

when he came to Wheaton College. Descended

from a family of educators, this third-generation

Ph.D. is the grandson of professor emeritus Erwin

P. Rudolph, who, Tom says, “continues the life of

the mind to this day.”

Though he always assumed he would go on to

law school, Tom credits his Wheaton mentor, pro-

fessor of political science emeritus Dr. Lyman

Kellstedt, with inspiring him to pursue political

science instead. 

Tom vividly recalls the day he made this deci-

sion. Dr. Kellstedt had invited two former students

to speak to the class about what graduate school

is all about. “My conversations with them and

with Dr. Kellstedt convinced me what a great life

academia could be, both professionally and in

terms of family life,” Tom explains. 

Since then, he has accomplished more than

many hope to achieve in both arenas—making a

career of understanding how people form political

opinions while balancing family life with his wife,

Heather Ramey Rudolph ’96, and their five children. 

Now a tenured professor of political science

at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,

he has written numerous scholarly articles and

chapters of books, and recently co-authored his

first book, Expression vs. Equality: The Politics of

Campaign Finance Reform, with fellow alumnus,

J. Tobin Grant ’96. “The book deals with the ques-

tion of, to what extent giving money to interest

groups represents free speech, or helps or hinders

political equality,” Tom explains.

The authors garnered praise for their work in a

recent issue of Perspectives on Politics, which

stated, “In a thorough analysis, they examine the

commitment citizens have to the competing demo-

cratic values . . . finding that opinion varies

depending upon perceptions of whose rights are

A Matter of Opinion
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Dr. Tom Rudolph ’96 professor 
of political science at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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being threatened.” 

Tom caught the publishing bug as an under-

graduate while working as a research assistant

for Dr. Kellstedt, who says that Tom “showed

research potential in a manner almost unparal-

leled.” He adds that Tom is one of among 30 polit-

ical science undergraduates who have gone on to

earn their doctorates in the last 20 years. 

Observes Dr. Kellstedt, “There’s a perception

out there about the secular nature of the acade-

my—and that’s why it’s exciting to see so many

Wheaton graduates going on to be salt and light.”

Tom knows his faith and evangelical perspec-

tive add depth to classroom discussions. In fact, it

was his ability to teach a class on religion and

politics that helped earn him his current position

within the university’s 30-member political sci-

ence department after he and Heather completed

graduate studies in Minnesota.

The couple married after their junior year at

Wheaton, and Heather notes that her husband’s

professional life has never superseded family life.

“He has always been a good time manager,” she

says. “I was the one who would be up all night

writing papers—Tom usually went to bed at a rea-

sonable hour.” 

So when he’s not at work, this professor of

public opinion can be found at home, playing

catch or tag with one or more of those whose

opinions matter most—his five children, all six

years old and under. 

Find out why 

public opinion

matters to 

professor of 

political science 

Tom Rudolph’96.
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If you see 83-year-old Margaret Anderson Davis

’47 hobbling slowly down a flight of stairs, don’t be

fooled into thinking it’s because of her age. She’s

probably just finished running another marathon,

defending her national title.

“I got kind of bored with 5ks,” explains

Margaret, who currently holds the national

marathon record for 82-year-olds. “But marathons

are more challenging. I see no reason to stop as

long as I can do them. I hope to keep running them

as long as I live.”

The octogenarian has run four full marathons

(26.2 miles) and six half marathons in just over

three years, and is already looking forward to her

next race in January. She ran the 2005 Los Angeles

Marathon in 5 hours and 42 minutes, setting the

national record for her age group.

Margaret, who lives in Azusa, California, has

been walking regularly and running 5k races

since her 70s to maintain her health and get in

shape for climbing California’s Mt. Whitney. She

declared hiking the mountain (the highest peak in

the lower 48 states) as one of her life goals in 1997

while driving up to Mammoth Lakes for a ski vaca-

tion with her family.

She started running longer and longer dis-

tances each Saturday morning, which soon led

her to run in the 2002 L. A. Marathon that March.

“I didn’t tell anybody I was going to do it because

I didn’t know that I could do it,” Margaret says.

“When they found out afterward, everybody had 

a fit.”

One week before she turned 80, Margaret also

climbed the 14,494 feet of Mt. Whitney in one day

with her daughter and granddaughter. The three

generations then ran together in the 2003 L. A.

Marathon, earning them newspaper coverage

and inspiring other family members to lace up

their shoes.

“I’ve got three of my granddaughters running

now,” says Margaret, who has eight granddaugh-

ters and one grandson. “That’s the joy of it for me,

to get some people off the couch and out running,

doing what they can. But I also run to keep myself

going, so I don’t freeze up.”

A pastor’s wife for 20 years and a teacher for

11, Margaret has outlived two husbands. She met

her first husband, Warren Anderson ’47, shortly

after transferring to Wheaton in 1944. After

observing the time-honored traditions of Stupe

dates and Fischer library “study sessions,” the

couple married the following June, and later

raised four children. “We met in the evolution

class, and that’s what evolved,” Margaret says

with a laugh. After Warren passed away in 1986,

she remarried five years later to a church

acquaintance, Edward Davis, who passed away

in April.

“That’s the thing about marathons—they’re so

much like life,” Margaret reflects. “You learn to

be steadfast, because life keeps coming at you

with a lot of different things and you don’t know

what’s going to happen. . . . These days have been

about finding contentment through my faith. I keep

putting one foot in front of the other, just like 

a marathon.”

Margaret Anderson Davis ’47 (above, center) waves at the
camera. (right) Margaret after the LA Marathon in March
2003 with her daughter, Colleen Heublein, and her grand-
daughter, Megan Piepgrass (with husband, Noel).
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Marathon 
Margaret
by Jeremy Weber ’05

She may be 

a grandmother, but

Margaret Mueller

Anderson Davis ’47

can still go the

distance. 
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Sowing Seeds,
Growing Leaders
by Jessica L. Allen

ship activities, SU has reached the nation’s young

people with the message of Christ since 1890.

“Many of the most influential people in church

and society were converted as children because of

Scripture Union, including the presiding bishop of

the Methodist Church in Ghana,” says Jude, who

now oversees the organization as its general direc-

tor (president and CEO).

Already in this post when he came to Wheaton

College as a Billy Graham Center scholar, Jude was

initially educated as an entomologist before earn-

ing his master’s degree in missions and intercultur-

al studies. 

“I came to Wheaton because I needed to be better

equipped for what I was doing,” explains Jude. “Ghana

is a nominally Christian country . . . only 10 percent of

the 67 percent of people who say they are Christians

actually go to church, and an even smaller number of

that 10 percent are thoroughly evangelical Christians.”

Moreover, religious tension persists in Ghana, a

country Jude describes as “an oasis of peace in a

sub-region of turmoil” (which includes Sierra Leone,

Liberia, and Togo). And although Ghana has enjoyed

a democratic government since 1992, Jude notes 

that postmodernism, poverty, and aggressive 

proselytizing by Arabs remain the greatest hin-

drances to evangelism. 

“There are huge ministry opportunities but

extremely limited resources,” he says. “At the same

time, more mosques have been built with Arab

money within the last 10-15 years than in the rest of

the history of Ghana combined.”

Still, as SU celebrates its 115th anniversary, Jude

remains encouraged by its impact in spite of the per-

vasiveness of liberal theology. The modern ministry

gained momentum with the first holiday Christian

camp in 1952, which was followed in subsequent

years with remarkable evangelistic and discipleship

work in secondary schools. Today, out of the 569 gov-

ernment assisted senior secondary schools in the

country, there are SU groups in 477, with a national

coverage of 83.8 percent in 2004. 

“Fifty years ago, Scripture Union was marginal-

ized because of its emphasis on having a personal

relationship with Jesus, but now it has brought

evangelical renewal to the mainline churches,”

Jude reflects. “Because of its presence, tomorrow’s

church leaders are being regenerated by the Holy

Spirit today.” 

In many countries, one would be hard pressed to

find a little boy who prefers reciting political

speeches to playing with toys, practicing sports,

and making mischief. Yet this is exactly the sort of

childhood that Jude Hama M.A. ’98 remembers,

growing up in Liati, Ghana, West Africa. 

A member of the communist political youth

movement, the Young Pioneers, throughout primary

school, he would often spend his free time memoriz-

ing the speeches of Ghana’s first president, Kwame

Nkrumah, and reciting them during celebrations of

national holidays.

Up until high school, Jude’s world was filtered

through his Catholic upbringing and the political

enthusiasm generated by President Nkrumah. After

Nkrumah was overthrown in 1966 and the Young

Pioneers disbanded, Jude was passing by a home

where a Scripture Union meeting was being held,

and a group of young people was singing “What a

Friend We Have in Jesus.” He went inside, and it

was through this experience that he came to know

the Lord as a teenager in 1967.

Jude’s conversion story could easily be that of

more than 30 current spiritual leaders in Ghana.

Through a series of camps, Bible clubs, and fellow-

Scripture Union is an

international organization

located in nearly 130

countries including the

United States, and operat-

ing primarily through the

work of volunteers.

Partnering with local

churches, its purpose is to

make God’s Good News

known to children, young

people, and families and

to encourage people of all

ages to meet God daily

through the Bible and

prayer.
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When I approach a child, he

inspires in me two sentiments:

tenderness for 

what he is, and respect for

what he may become.”

Louis Pasteur

“
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GENE

3rd Generation. Row 1: Eve Ritchie (Joseph ’69 and Sharon Frost Ritchie ’67, parents; Eugene ’43 and Marie Hibma Frost ’45, grandparents); Rebekah Wallen (Cindy Olsen Wallen, RN, mother; Ed Olsen
’54, grandfather; Lowell Wallen ’44, grandfather); Marissa DeHaan (Mark DeHaan ’75, father; Marvin DeHaan ’49, grandfather); Kristen Ferwerda (Paul ’78 and Leslie Shaw Ferwerda ’80, parents; Marian
Gailbreath Ferwerda ’52, grandmother; Melvin Lopston ’52, grandfather); Grace Mentzer (Robin Dunkerton Mentzer ’75, mother; Tom Dunkerton ’47, grandfather); Hannah Sutherland (Burton Sutherland ’44,
grandfather); Bethany Briggs (John ’81 and Susan Ebersole Briggs ’81, parents; Russell ’50 and Gene DeVries Ebersole ’50, grandparents; Gordon Briggs ’51, grandfather).  Row 2: Abigail Martin (Donald
’47 and Betty Mistele Lonie ’47, grandparents); Amy Schock (Brian ’81 and Evangeline Cramer Schock ’81, parents; Albert Cramer M.A. ’57, grandfather); Hillary Johnson (Donna Oerth Johnson ’76, moth-
er; Franz Oerth ’40, grandfather); Erika Nyberg (Nancy Carlson Nyberg ’76, mother; Rachel Benson Carlson ’46, grandmother); Carolyn Edwards (Brian Edwards ’82, father; Werner ’57 and Grace Bensen
Edwards ’56, grandparents); Meghan Meredith (Craig ’85, M.A. ’85 and Heidi Danish Meredith ’85, parents; James Meredith ’56, grandfather); Lindsey Scholl (Bill ’69 and Linda Haugen Scholl ’69, parents;
Lucille Linden Haugen ’41, grandmother; Chester Scholl ’41, grandfather). Row 3: Ken Kellner, III (Ken, Jr. ’82 and Susan Eastburg Kellner ’83, parents; Joyce Johnson Eastburg ’53, grandmother; Grace
Graffman Kellner ’61, grandmother); Colson Hauser (Dick Hauser, grandfather); Ben Krumsieg (Andrew ’82 and Deborah Dix Krumsieg ’84, parents; Alene Nelson Dix ’57, grandmother); Matthew Vanderpoel
(David ’72 and Cynthia Swanson Vanderpoel ’82, parents; George ’56 and Mary Gae Huizenga Swanson ’55, grandparents; George Vanderpoel ’42, grandfather); Brandon Bradley (Brad ’76 and Pamela Wagle
Bradley ’76, parents; Henry ’53 and Barbara Brown Bradley ’53, grandparents); Christina Seume (Jeff ’76 and Carole Johnston Seume ’78, parents; Arthur ’49 and Muriel Thompson Johnston ’50, grand-
parents); Daniel Nelson (Wilbur Nelson ’40, grandfather).  Row 4: Daniel Hawthorne (Stephen ’81 and Mary Muelheisen Hawthorne ’80, parents; Gerald ’51, M.A. ’54 and Jane Elliott Hawthorne ’53, grand-
parents); Ezekiel Baker (James Baker ’78, father; William ’45 and Athalda McClintick Mull ’46, grandparents); Justin Nanfelt (Lee Nanfelt ’83, father; Ross Goheen ’54, grandfather; Kenneth ’59 and Adele
Nystrom Nanfelt ’59, grandparents); Stephan Burklin (Kay Nanfelt Burklin ’82, mother; Kenneth ’59 and Adele Nystrom Nanfelt ’59, grandparents); Evan Singley (Norman ’50 and Loretta Piper Voth ’50, grand-
parents); Bryan Aldridge (David ’82 and Sherryl Benware Aldridge ’82, parents; Richard Benware ’60, grandfather; Marla Rogers Dahlstrom ’63, grandmother). Not Pictured: Daniel R. Mueller (Rodney Mueller
’76, father; Robert ’55 and Alice Jarf Mueller ’53, RN ’51, grandparents); Cory Kraftson (Daniel ’73 and Lynn Wagner Kraftson ’74, parents; Eleanor Jeffries Wagner ’46, grandmother); Matthew Bradley (Brad
’76 and Pamela Wagle Bradley ’76, parents; C. Henry ’53 and Barbara Brown Bradley ’53, grandparents).

4th and 5th Generation. Row 1: Karin E. Ford (Charles ’73 and A. Kay
Henderson Ford ’73, parents; Richard Henderson ’52 and Katherine Stough
Henderson Kitchens ’50, grandparents; Henry W. Stough ’27, great-grandfa-
ther); Erin MacKinney (Ted MacKinney ’80, father; Archie, Jr. ’51 and Shirley
Schaefer MacKinney ’52, grandparents; Archie ’27 and Doris Hoops
MacKinney ’28, great-grandparents).  Row 2: Heather Grant (Christopher ’82
and Julie Pollard Grant ’82, parents; C.W. ’60 and Judy Wyngarden Pollard
’60, grandparents; James Grant ’62, grandfather; Myrna Reid Grant ’71,
grandmother; Clarence ’32 and Ethel Elizabeth O’Hair Wyngarden ’34, great-
grandparents); Jennifer Wright (David Wright ’82, father; Hildrid Houseman
Vander Veen ’48, grandmother; Eugene ’57 and Marilynn Drisner Wright ’57,
grandparents; Paul Wright ’26, great-grandfather); Lynnea Kvam (Roger, Jr. ’81
and Robyn Helm Kvam ’81; Dick ’55 and Andrea Morken Helm ’58, grandpar-
ents; Roger ’54 and Deborah Frierson Kvam ’54, grandparents; Bernice Stuver
Frierson ’29, great-grandmother); Kathryn Hooge (Jim ’75 and Shirley Lander
Hooge ’75, parents; Anna Hess Lander ’45, grandmother; Charles ’25 and
Laura Danzeisen Hess ’25, great-grandparents). Row 3: Michael Ford
(Charles ’73 and A. Kay Henderson Ford ’73, parents; Richard Henderson ’52
and Katherine Stough Henderson Kitchens ’50, grandparents; Henry W.
Stough ’27, great-grandfather); Benjamin Stam (John Stam ’77, father; John
Stam ’40, grandfather; Peter Stam, Jr. LLD ’48, great-grandfather; Webster
Moses, great-great-great-grandfather); Benjamin Kietzman (Timothy John ’83
and Laurel Irish Kietzman ’82, parents; Benjamin Paul ’53 and Sylvia Sawyer
Kietzman ’52, grandparents) John L. ’21 and Kathleen Sears Sawyer’21 (great-
grandparents). Robert Congdon (Rob Congdon ’79, father; Roger Congdon ’40,
grandfather; Jonathan Blanchard HON, great-great-great grandfather).
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2nd Generation. Row 1: Melinda Brown (Kenneth Brown ’76, father); Jessica Hock (James Hock ’79, father); Natalie Maust (John Maust M.A. ’78, father); Autumn Fox (Philip Fox ’81,
father); Kari Nelson (Russ Nelson ’68, father); Kathleen Kenna (Karen Larson Kenna ’80, mother); Meghan Anderson (Sarah Porter Anderson ’97, M.A. ’00, mother). Row 2: Christina Green
(Gene Green ’76, M.A. ’77, father); Adam Payne (Dean ’70 and Donna West Payne ’70, parents); Amy Jahns (Chris ’82 and Kim Shirley Jahns ’82, parents); Hannah Veldt (Matthew ’81 and
Molly Heppes Veldt ’82, parents); Ryan Holt (Andrea Josephson Holt ’81, mother); Olivia Miller (Louise Whittington Miller ’75, mother); Jason LaRusso (Daryl ’79 and Elizabeth Hofstra
LaRusso ’79, parents). Row 3: Andrew Betts (Chad ’72 and Janet Hughes Betts ’72, parents); Greg Alford (Ken Alford ’81, father); James Schroeder (Mark ’75 and Susan Kingery Schroeder
’75, parents); Mark Downey (Ginger Emery Downey ’77, mother); Jonathon Shold (David ’72 and Marty Miller Shold ’74, parents); Brett Lubansky (Kenneth ’72 and Deena Leonovich
Lubansky ’74, parents); Brian Herman (Greg ’79 and Doreen Antonik Herman ’78, parents).  Row 4: Erik Anderson (Jeff ’81 and June Stavrand Anderson ’81, parents); Scott Darling (Donald
’76 and Sally Olson Darling ’76, parents).  Not pictured: Stephen Hartley (Fred ’75 and Sheryl Dykstra Hartley ’75, parents); Jonathon Liechty (Eric ’83 and Denise Shepard Liechty ’83, parents).

2nd Generation. Row 1: Julia Lederhouse (Jonathon ’74 and Jillian Nerhus Lederhouse ’75, parents); Jill Musick (Don ’73 and Jean Kendall Musick ’73, parents); Jessica Bryan (Cathy
Shoaf Bryan ’82, mother); Ellen Craig (Christy Cort Craig ’74, mother); Jill Walton (John Walton M.A. ’75, father); Kathryn T. Mitchell (Roy ’69 and Carol Ackermann Mitchell ’69, parents);
Deborah Keller (Aloysius Keller ’80, father); Kristin Knosp (Gary ’76 and Carol Pearson Knosp ’78, parents).  Row 2: Kellen Garrett (Debbie Thow Garrett ’81, mother); Elizabeth Graves
(Janet Sudak Graves ’79, mother); Betsy Greene (Deborah Dixon Greene ’79, mother); Edward McCaskey (Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74, mother); Colin Marlowe (Mark ’77 and Mary
Guyler Marlowe ’80, parents); Jonathon Sawyer (Joan King Sawyer ’72, mother); Julia Wade (Blair ’83 and Donna Zeigler Wade ’82, parents).  Row 3: Kristen Whited (Richard M.A. ’77
and Deborah Zumbach Whited ’82, parents); Tim George (Ted George ’70, father); Sarah Nutter (Steve Nutter ’79, father); Wesley Kennedy (John Kennedy ’73, father); Jeremy Rathbun
(Brian ’78 and Jean Erickson Rathbun ’76); Jeremy Avila (Reuben Avila ’73, father). Row 4: Nelson Stauffer (Ward Stauffer ’82, father); Jonathon Paul Larson (Gary Neal Larson M.A. ’83,
father); Scott Sommerville (Sharen Nerhus Sommerville ’77, mother); Sarah Jahns  (Randy ’84 and Susan Rassi Jahns ’85, parents); Matt McCauley (James McCauley ’79, father).
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alumni news

In the spring of

1995, Wheaton

College experienced

a remarkable

outpouring of God’s

love on campus. Ten

years later in a

Chapel address,

Chaplain Stephen

Kellough reflects on

the “Revival of

1995.” 

literally means “restoration to life,” and that may be the best way to

describe what happened on Wheaton’s campus on March 19, 1995. 

It began on Sunday evening, at a World Christian Fellowship meeting in Pierce Chapel. The

program included testimonies by two students from Howard Payne University in Texas, who

described a recent revival on their own campus. 

After each student spoke, WCF student leader Matt Yarrington ’96, M.A.’98, invited students to

come to the microphones to speak if they wished. But first, Matt took a few minutes to make a

personal confession of his own sin of pride in his leadership of WCF; he did so quietly, calmly,

and briefly, but sincerely.

Then, a brave student came forward to a microphone and confessed his own sin of pride.

Others came forward. After someone would honestly, vulnerably, and transparently share a pub-

lic confession, friends would huddle around and pray for that person. 

There were confessions of pride, hatred, lust, sexual immorality, cheating, dishonesty, mate-

rialism, racism, addictions, and self-destructive behavior. There was crying and there was

singing. People confessed their sins to God and to each other, and there was healing. 

That meeting went through the night, finally adjourning on Monday morning at 6 a.m., with

students still waiting to speak. For two more nights, worship and confession went long into the

morning, with crowds reaching 1,300 on Tuesday evening and 1,500 on Wednesday. The final

gathering took place Thursday night. 

I can remember listening to student after student; and asking myself the questions, Is this

good? Is this right? Is this appropriate? And my answer to those questions was Yes!

You see, what we were experiencing was as a community. It was about brothers and sisters

helping each other. It was members of God’s family doing God’s business in God’s way. We were

agreeing together to put away pretense and phoniness. We were all admitting to be broken sin-

ners seeking only the mercy of God.

You might wonder about my purpose in recounting the details of something that happened ten

years ago. Yes, it was a significant work of God in Wheaton’s history. But more importantly, I

want us to be reminded of the beauty and importance of the Christian virtue of forgiveness. It

was forgiveness that was at the heart of the revival of 1995; and it is forgiveness that is at the

heart of building Christian community in any place at any time. Our obedience to the second

greatest commandment—loving your neighbor as yourself—involves a commitment to the diffi-

cult but critical practice of forgiveness.

Ephesians 4:17-32 connects with the whole notion of revival, spiritual renewal, and awaken-

ing. In these verses, the Apostle Paul is describing what it means to live the Christian life in

Christian community. This happens only when Christ-followers truly follow Christ—when they

“put off the old self” and “put on the new.”

The revival of 1995 was indeed a remarkable work of God in the hearts and lives of His peo-

ple on campus—one that prepared many to live lives of devotion to Christ. But wouldn’t it be

wonderful if we truly never needed another revival? What if, instead, we would be faithful in the

little things, giving attention to personal relationships, and finding freedom and healing and

wholeness on a daily basis in this Christian community?

The Revival
Remembered
by Dr. Stephen B. Kellough ’70
Chaplain

The word ’revival’
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Dr. Douglas Moo, Blanchard Professor 
of Biblical and Theological Studies
Contours of Christianity

(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2005)
A series of essays that explore 
the person of Jesus Christ through 
the New Testament Scriptures.

Dr. Edith Blumhofer, professor of history 
and director of the Institute for 
the Study of American Evangelicals
Her Heart Can See

(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2005)
An in-depth look at the life 
and hymns of Fanny J. Crosby,
the most prolific of all American 
hymn writers.

Dr. David Lauber ’89, assistant professor of
biblical and theological studies
Barth on the Descent into Hell 

(Ashgate, 2004)
An examination of twentieth-century
theologian Karl Barth’s assertions on
Christ’s descent into hell and its relation
to the concept of atonement.

Dr. Jeffrey P. Greenman, associate dean 
of biblical and theological studies
Unwearied Praises 

(Clements Publishing, 2004)
Reflections on classic hymns and 
what these songs of worship reveal 
about faith and Christianity.

Dr. Carol J. Kraft ’57, professor emerita 
of German
Birthed by the Spirit 

(Image Publications, 2005)
A series of devotional thoughts and
meditations that explore images 
in prayer.

Recommended Reading from

Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of the more recent books.

WHEATONa u t h o r s
Ryken’s Bible Handbook

(Tyndale, 2005)

This Bible study resource includes

maps, charts, illustrations, fact

sheets, key verses, and many other

useful features to help readers

uncover the hidden treasures of

Scripture. Co-authored by Dr.

Leland Ryken, Clyde S. Kilby

Professor of English; his son, Dr.

Philip Ryken ’88, a senior minister;

and professor of Christian educa-

tion Dr. James Wilhoit, this hand-

book offers perspectives from the-

ologians, educators, and authors, as

well as a one-year Bible reading

plan that is well suited for novice as

well as more experienced biblical

scholars. 

Order Ryken’s Bible Handbook and

any other faculty books from the

Wheaton College Bookstore: on 

the Web, www.wheatonbooks.com;

by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writ-

ing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Leland Ryken, Clyde S. Kilby Professor of
English
A Reader’s Guide Through the Wardrobe

(InterVarsity Press, 2005)
An insightful analysis of the C.S. Lewis
classic, The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe, co-authored with Lewis
scholar Marjorie Lamp Mead ’74,
associate director of the Marion E.Wade
Center.
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by L.B. Graham ’93

An Ongoing Conversation

unable to do so without spontaneously
breaking out of the narrative and crying
out to his Maker and his God.

That senior year at Wheaton, this 
form of conversational prayer became a
regular part of my walking.Whatever
was going on in class or in life, at times
I would just step out of my normal
thought process and back into the
conversation—the conversation that for
the believer never ends.

I am embarrassed now to admit that
this doesn’t come as naturally anymore.
Though I still believe God to be
personal, I often do not treat Him as a
real person, as my friend and Father. I
can easily go through my busy days and

L.B. Graham ’93 and his

wife, Joanne, live in St.

Louis with their children,

Tom (8) and Ella (4). He

teaches both Bible and

English at Westminster

Christian Academy and is

the author of a fantasy

series called The Binding

of the Blade. The first

book in the series, Beyond

the Summerland, was a

Christy Award finalist this

year, and the eagerly

awaited third installment,

Shadow in the Deep, is

due out next May.

WHEATONp u b l i s h e d  a l u m n i

I remember walking a lot when I was 
a senior at Wheaton. I lived in the two-
person apartments shared by under-
grads and grad students near Saint and
Elliot, and I would walk to and from
campus multiple times a day. I also took
to walking the path that ran parallel 
to the train tracks toward Glen Ellyn.
A lot of this walking I did alone,
especially on cold Wheaton nights, but
I was frequently deep in conversation.

I don’t remember when I realized
that I didn’t have to just pray in
chunks, but I did.Yes, setting aside
blocks of time for prayer is important
to do. Jesus did it, as did many of the
saints of old.The routine of doing 
so is an aid to fidelity, and goodness
knows I need all the help being 
faithful in prayer that I can get.And
yet, I came to understand that 
there was more than one approach to
prayer to be found in Scripture,
and furthermore, that I, at least, needed
more than one approach in my life.

The idea of prayer as an ongoing
conversation with God comes 
home to me most clearly in Nehemiah.
I read the book and am struck by 
how easily Nehemiah converses with
God, and how any and all situations 
are times for prayer.The king asks 
him a question, and before answering,
Nehemiah pauses to pray silently. He
receives a threat from his enemies, and
he prays before he acts, showing where
his trust and reliance really lie. Even as
he tries to finish his story, he seems

Fortunately, 

God is gracious,

and He

welcomes His

prodigals back

into the

conversation

when they

return. 

busy life without so much as a word.
In short, while I profess Christianity 
as clearly as ever, I find myself at times
acting like a deist, going here and 
there silently, as though God were far
away and I were alone.

Fortunately, God is gracious, and 
He welcomes His prodigals back into 
the conversation when they return.
As the Shema encourages me to teach
my children always the commands of
the Lord, so also I need to participate
in the great conversation, when I 
lie down and when I rise up, when I
sit at home and when I walk along 
the road.Anytime is a good time to
join back in.
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Doggerel, yes, but it’s true: in my
garden, more than any other place, I feel
something of the presence of God. . . .
Whether I’m planting bulbs, pulling
weeds, or picking berries, my mind
seldom dwells long upon the repetitious
movements I’m making. Rather, it is
preoccupied with the affairs of my life. I
may be wrestling with a particular

In the middle of a bed of magenta
geraniums and golden coreopsis, a
wrought-iron plaque offers the verse:

The kiss of the sun for pardon

The song of the birds for mirth;

One is nearer God’s heart in the 

garden 

Than anywhere on earth.

WHEATONr e a d i n g s

by Rolland N. Hein ’54, professor of English emeritus 

Green Thoughts

In a book that serves as both a devotional and a gardening primer, professor emeritus 

Dr. Rolland Hein ’54 examines the spiritual and practical truths he has learned from his garden, 

drawing on his love of literature and his years of planning, planting, and harvesting. 

Following is an excerpt from Growing with My Garden: Thoughts on Tending the Soil and 

the Soul, about which author Frederick Buechner writes, “It is a book full of peacefulness 

and of ‘green thoughts in a green shade.’” 

problem or planning some activity or
considering the implications of some idea.
Anything can and should be shared with
the Spirit of God, and I can do it there.
Solutions and inspirations come in an
atmosphere of peace and an aura of joy. . . .
Because God created nature as the best
context for man, it would seem wise to
consider our humanity in terms of it.The
breathtaking intricacies and unfathomable
mysteries of earthly life all have their
source in His divine ingenuity, and their
wonders increase our awe of Him.The
natural world is ideally suited for our true
needs. Great wisdom lies in being rightly
related to it. . . .This is a book about the
truths my garden has shown me of God,
of life, and of myself and how I have
grown with my garden.

How glorious rain is! Television weather
forecasters have it all wrong when they
compose a long face and predict an ordeal
of showers.Any gardener rejoices in rain
and would much prefer a wet year to a



multiplied when the mind is fixed
upon the self and self-concerns, the
latter when the attention is directed
toward praise for God’s blessings and
concern for the needs of others. Every
moment has its duty as regards our
relationship to someone; to address
these obligations willingly with 
the help of God is to receive the gift 
of joy His pleasure alone can bestow.
“From of old no one has heard or
perceived by the ear, no eye has seen 
a God besides thee, who works for
those who wait for him.Thou meetest
him that joyfully works righteousness,
those that remember thee in thy ways”
(Isa. 64:4-5).

One’s outward state or condition
need have nothing to do with the
periods of inner refreshment the Spirit
of God sends. Dostoevsky’s Dimitri
Karamazov in prison awaiting trial for
a crime he did not commit exults to
his visiting brother concerning his
hope as a Christian: “In our great
sorrow, we shall rise again to joy,
without which man cannot live nor
God exist, for God gives joy: it’s His
privilege—a grand one. Ah, man 
should be dissolved in prayer! What
should I be . . . without God?”
(The Brothers Karamazov, 720).True 
joy, so different from happiness as such,
is a gift God alone gives, a gift
sometimes bestowed amid outward
circumstances seemingly so
incongruous with inner well-being.
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A summer shower renewing the earth
is an apt metaphor for the refresh-
ment of the spirit that comes
periodically to every faithful believer.
An old hymn begins, “There shall be
showers of blessing / Blessed reviving
again / Over the hills and the valleys
/ Sound of abundance of rain.”The
imagery comes from a long passage,
Ezekiel 34, that presents God as the
Shepherd that will supply all the
needs of His sheep:“And I will make
them and the places round about my
hill a blessing; and I will send down
the showers in their season; they shall
be showers of blessing. And the trees
of the field shall yield their fruit,
and the earth shall yield its increase,
and they shall be secure in their land;
and they shall know that I am the
Lord” (vv. 26, 27). Although the
passage applies most directly to the
future state of the Kingdom, it 
speaks most graphically to the
gardener who knows the beauty of
summer showers.

The normal Christian life
inevitably has periods of doubt and
perplexity, but these are more than
balanced by those moments of joy
and peace that are accompanied with
deep convictions of the realities of
faith.The former periods are

dry one.What sound is so pleasant as to
awake at night and hear the sound of a
gentle rain upon the leaves outside the
bedroom window? All nature rejoices in
it. Or to hear, on a day in July, the faint
sound of thunder in the distance, see 
the darker clouds slowly mounting from
the West, and then begin receiving first
the sprinkles, then the steadily increasing
rain, to be followed by the returning
sunshine and the life-celebrating smell of
the refreshed earth. Emily Dickinson
gives memorable expression to the
exhilarating experience in “Summer
Shower”:

A drop fell on the apple tree 

Another on the roof;

A half a dozen kissed the eaves,

And made the gables laugh.

A few went out to help the brook,

That went to help the sea.

Myself conjectured,Were they pearls,

What necklaces could be!

The dust replaced in hoisted roads,

The birds jocoser sung;

The sunshine threw his hat away,

The orchards spangles hung.

The breezes brought dejected lutes

And bathed them in the glee;

The East put out a single flag,

And signed the fete away.

Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson, 387

Dr. Rolland Hein ’54, professor emeritus of English, holds a B.D. from Grace Theological Seminary 

and a Ph.D. from Purdue University. He taught English at Bethel College in St. Paul, Minnesota, 

before coming to Wheaton in 1970. He has authored a number of books, including George MacDonald: 

Victorian Mythmaker and Christian Mythmakers. He still conducts a class in myth at the Wade 

Center on Saturday mornings. He and his wife Dorothy live, and garden, near St. Charles, Illinois.



don’t feel like slaves. They feel that they can

have influence.)

Community counts.

Good laws will outlive good men.

Value vocation. (Decide who you want to be, and

let that drive what you do.)

Life is a mix of duty and delight.

Choice has consequence.

Keep the core when all else is changing. (People

will be better positioned to accept change when

they know something isn’t changing fundamentally.) 

I’m not suggesting that people have
embraced these values to the point where
they are fully integrated into economic
activity, but people do want to live in an
economic world where critical
transcendent values operate throughout the
system.This requires economic leadership,
and leaders who know where to go. Our
desire at Wheaton is for students to
graduate with a recognition of knowing
how to find “true north,” a keen sense for
moral direction. It is the only way we can
be truly pleased with all the outcomes of
the marketplace.

Dr. Bruce Howard ’74 is chair of the business 

and economics department of Wheaton College. He

is a CPA, and earned his Ph.D. in economics and

his M.S.A. in accounting from Northern Illinois

University. Dr. Howard enjoys spending time with

his family, and his hobbies include art, music (gui-

tar and banjo), and playing tennis. He is also cur-

rently working on a book that elaborates on his 

12 values for a moral marketplace.

egocentric, humanistic, and relativistic.
Markets are defined by a sense of value
that says, Things are worth what I say they
are worth. This poses no little challenge
to a Christian professor of economics.

I have come to believe that your
greatest strength can also be your greatest
weakness, and sometimes a real weakness,
in another context, can actually work for
you. Such is the case, I believe, with
marketplace morality.The greatest 
weakness of markets is they are morally
neutral—they can’t distinguish between
penicillin or pornography, peanuts or
prostitution, housing or heroin. In 2004
Americans spent $92.8 billion on
gambling as compared to $38.7 billion
on computers and peripherals. But
markets are excellent mirrors for
reflecting whatever values people bring
to them. If we bring the right values to
the marketplace, then that is what will be
reflected back to us in the form of 
goods and services.

Over the last several years, I’ve been
trying to synthesize a list of values that
transcend pure economic individualism.
Are there values that everyone can agree
and aspire to? I offer these twelve:

People are more important than things.

Treat others as you want to be treated.

Truth matters at all levels.

Leave things a little better than you found them.

People are looking for a cause to live for that is

larger than themselves.

Let freedom ring. (In the best companies, people

Market economies do an amazing job of
providing goods and services that we
enjoy on a regular basis.A stroll through
your favorite supermarket, chain
drugstore, or major department store—
with countless products on display—
clearly illustrates our grand array of
choices.When we go to sleep at night,

there are literally hundreds of millions of
people around the world investing time
and energy thinking about us, what we
need and want, and how they can
produce those things.

I get excited when I can help students
appreciate the power of economic forces
and understand how market economies
work. But at the core of any market
system is a concept of value that is
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by Bruce Howard ’74, professor of business & economics

True North
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catching interviews and ministries in
action,” she describes.“Getting the
word out there for missionaries and
mission organizations who need to
raise money, get help, and let us know
what’s going on around the world is a
great way that film can be used.”

But while she has proven herself as
a dedicated, if not decisive, student
and filmmaker, this refreshingly
candid sophomore readily points out
that she “doesn’t have life all figured
out quite yet.”And she’s not ashamed
to admit it.

“A friend gave me a piece of
advice the beginning of my freshman
year. She said to pursue my goals
whole-heartedly but cling to them
loosely,” says Meredith.“I kind of like
that. . . . I’m OK with not knowing
where I’ll end up—whether it’s small
projects for mission organizations or
directing an independent film in the
future, I’m up for it.”

Despite the chaos that ensues as the
viewer is bombarded with disconnected
TV images, she and her father maintain a
sense of calm.The film closes with a
narration from Meredith, quoting 
Psalm 27:13,“I am still confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living.”

Meredith explains,“For me, life
reached its full potential beauty one
night when I was driving back home
from the hospital, after seeing my dad
cooped up in isolation. Even though he
could have died the next day, I was at
peace and felt God’s presence.”

Last summer Meredith traveled to
Argentina with classmate Gabriel Garza
’06 to make a film about the work of
the Kairos Foundation, a holistic ministry
dedicated to community outreach and
theological education.“I ran around the
city of Buenos Aires and into the poor
areas on the islands of the Rio de la
Plata with big, awkward-sized equipment

When Meredith Aulie ’08 walked into
her art and technology class during her
first semester at Wheaton College,
she was a bit of an anomaly. Not only
was she a freshman taking a course
normally opened exclusively to
upperclassmen, she wasn’t even an art
major at the time.

Meredith came to college with a
twofold purpose—to become a
filmmaker and tell others about Jesus
Christ. But figuring out how a liberal
arts education would get her there has
proven considerably more complicated
for this third-generation Wheatie.

After changing her major twice, she
landed in the art department for good,
viewing art as a means of communi-
cating truth, and film as a method of
capturing the senses in order to speak to
the human condition.

“In the same way that Jesus’ parables
used examples from everyday life to
reveal His kingdom, Christians have the
opportunity to use storytelling to make
the gospel known,” says Meredith.“If I
could do one thing with film it would
be to plant a seed. . . . I want to stir a
deep questioning in the hearts of
nonbelievers.”

In one of her films, produced two
years after her father underwent a life-
saving bone marrow transplant, Meredith
depicts a dream sequence in which she is
walking through a serene field with him.
Suddenly, an ominous black smoke seems
to disrupt the beauty of the moment.
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by Steven Harsono ’05

The Reel World

Meredith Aulie ’08



6 2 W I N T E R 2 0 0 6

WHEATONi n  t h e  w o r l d

even lacked access to clean water.“We
learned from the Hondurans about
contentedness, about hospitality.What we
often give, we give out of our plenty—
our leftovers—but these people give out
of all that they have.”

The team installed roofs on homes
often located hours apart. Each team
member partnered with a Honduran 
man and his family, working together by
day and visiting in their homes in the
afternoons.

“I think about my work partner Santo
David all the time, about what he is
doing and what I am doing,” says
Hannah, who was humbled by the
hospitality she was shown.“One day
Santo brought me a can of fruit juice.
I saved that can to remember his many
sacrifices for me.”

The trip deeply affected both
Hondurans and Americans because of 
its emphasis on partnership and 
relationship and because of the key role
of Honduran-born missionaries that
accompanied the team.They were also
joined by former track team member
Ryan Rogers ’03, who had been working
in Honduras with fellow alumnus Larry
Smoak ’91, M.A. ’93.

Kara Hoxworth ’07 recalls a house visit

Honduras: Not Your Typical

Conversation Over Coffee

Hannah Standard ’05 always wanted to
go on a mission trip, but was prevented
by—ironically—her sports involvement.
Then in January 2005, through the 
track team, she found herself in the
mountains of Honduras, having
conversations with poor coffee farmers
who soon became her friends.

“The Hondurans told me that even
though it’s hard to communicate now, we
will be able to understand each other in
heaven because of Jesus Christ,” Hannah
says.“And then they joked that the
language in heaven would be Spanish.”

Track-and-field team members spent
eight days living with and working
alongside the villagers of La Dicha, a
small coffee-farming community in the
rural mountains of northwestern
Honduras, to replace the village’s
inadequate thatch roofs with ones made
of tin.The trip revived a team legacy 
of missions started by former coach Don
Church ’57.

“It’s so valuable for us to go and see
what most of the rest of the world lives
like,” says Coach Scott Bradley ’86 of
serving the impoverished village, which

by Jeremy Weber ’05

where a teammate’s work partner told
him,“I get up every morning and thank
God for all I have.”

Notes Kara,“I remember thinking,
All you have? All you have would fit on my
kitchen table. It made me think about
what I am doing with all I have, and how
I can be using it for God’s glory.”

Not only did Kara return to Honduras
this past summer, but she and Hannah
want to pursue missions, helping others
experience what they have found so 
life-changing.

Taiwan: BAM—

Basketball-As-Mission

Before thousands of screaming fans and
television cameras, the Wheaton men’s
basketball team stepped onto the court of
Taipei’s biggest arena. Facing the best
team in Taiwan at the end of a 10-game
winning streak during the island-nation’s
top competition, they played their hearts
out—and lost by three at the end.

Allowed out of the country by NCAA
rules only once every three years, the
basketball team traveled to Taiwan in
May 2004 to use their sport as a tool of
evangelism among the basketball-crazed
nation. Partnering with Sports

Field Work

Two Wheaton sports teams recently used their off-seasons to hit the field— 

the mission field, that is. From installing roofs in a remote mountain village to playing and 

preaching before thousands in a nation’s capital, Wheaton athletes partnered 

with alumni worldwide and continued team traditions of overseas missions work.



“They respected us for loving the same
sport, and therefore they were willing to
listen with respect to what we had to say
about God,” explains former team
captain Jon Nielsen ’05.

Team co-captain Tony Bollier ’06
remembers talking via translators with
kids at an outdoor street court between
games of three-on-three basketball.Three
of the youths came to Christ.“I won’t
forget that,” says Tony.“I remember all
their faces.They wanted to know more,
and they wanted to pray the prayer of
salvation.”

Players returned not only with
memories of lives changed, but with
changed lives themselves.

“Seldom do any players come back the
way they left, and I’m not talking about
their jump shot or rebounding ability,”
says Coach Bill Harris.“I’m talking about
their spiritual maturity and who they are
in relationship to the Lord and His
kingdom.”

The trip was Tony’s first missions
experience, and it taught him about the
power of love.“On the plane ride back,
I started thinking about how I loved
those people and how it broke down
barriers. I thought, Why don’t I always
treat people in America like that? That kind
of love shouldn’t be just a mission trip
thing. It should be a life thing.”

Adds assistant coach Paul Ferguson
M.A. ’05,“The trip gave our guys a
greater concern for the souls of their
opponents.We’re still playing missionary
basketball—it’s just here in the States
now.”

Ambassadors, a ministry led by team
alumni Robin Cook ’73 and Bud
Schaeffer ’50, they played games and
hosted clinics with everyone from
professional city teams to aboriginal
tribes in the mountains.They also shared
testimonies, gave a full-gospel presenta-
tion at halftime, and conversed with
players and fans after the games.

The team went 13-1 overall, but their
most important stat was the number of
Taiwanese who heard the gospel: more
than 10,000.

“It’s so valuable for

us to go and see

what most of the

rest of the world

lives like.”

“What we often

give, we give out

of our plenty . . .

but these people

give out of all that

they have.” 

“Seldom do any

players come back

the way they 

left . . .”
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(top) Members of the men’s

basketball team make friends

with Taiwanese competitors.

(below) The track and field

team partners with Honduran

locals to install new roofs in

the village of La Dicha.
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little to stimulate principled action.
Consequentialist ethical theories that care
more about results than principles take
precedence over traditional moral
thinking.As a result, unethical activity
becomes acceptable when it is
convenient or whenever one can get
away with it.”

What the author failed to observe, of
course, is that one of the key reasons
these role models have so little to offer is
that they have embraced the author’s
own confused view of truth. How can it
be the “unequivocal goal” of a professor
to ascertain and share truth if truth itself
“varies” according to gender, culture,
agenda, Zeitgeist, and a host of other
factors? Whose truth is this professor
“unequivocally” ascertaining and propagat-
ing? And if truth itself is no more than a
dependent variable, how could any other
dimensions of one’s ethical system escape
a similar relativizing effect? What then is
left but a “consequentialist ethic” where-
by one merely does what is convenient,
or whatever one can get away with?  

The author’s appeal to “principles” was
pure nostalgia; his perspectivist views
won’t permit it.And Christians who
believe they can embrace a full-blown
perspectivism—“perspectival all the way
down”—without jeopardizing Christian

truth are, I think, equally mistaken.
What we in Christian higher education

must articulate—precisely because it is so
profoundly entailed in biblical
Christianity—is a view of knowledge
which avoids the pitfalls of both
modernity and postmodernity. It refuses
to capitulate to modernity’s radical
“objectivist, disinterested onlooker
conception of knowing” with its false
claims to human certainty; but it also
refuses to succumb to the radical
subjectivism or perspectivism of
postmodernity, with its equally bogus
claims of humility.

A biblical stance requires something
between these two extremes.We can
make no claims of mastery or of an
exhaustive, God-like knowing of
anything. But neither should we
relinquish all claims to genuine
knowledge or truth.We seek instead the
balance of that historic Christian
understanding of knowledge which
furnishes us not with “certainty,” but with
confidence; not “sight,” but a genuine
knowing that some things are so because
God has disclosed them to us, and has
made us creatures such that we are able to
some degree to apprehend truly that
disclosure, whether from revelation or
through our own discovery.

C
hristian colleges have much to contribute
to—and gain from—America’s academic
culture. But in some ways that culture can
also be toxic to what Christians stand for.
And with no aspect of our contemporary
academic world is this more likely to be
the case than the radical perspectivism that
so often seems to function at its core.

Not long ago there appeared in the
journal Academe an article entitled
“Dishonesty in the Academy.” It began
with these words:“Academics are
committed to the discovery, propagation,
and dissemination of truth.They seek it
out, confirm it, publish the results of their
quest, and teach it to their under-
graduate, graduate, and postdoctoral
students and protégés.Truth may vary
depending on perspective, gender, culture,
agenda, zeitgeist [sic], and a host of other
factors, but the unequivocal goal of the
college or university professor is to
ascertain the truth and share it with
students and peers.”

The author then proceeded to lament
in detail the widespread loss of integrity,
not merely among today’s students, but
among professional academicians as well.
He complained that students in particular
“are dishonest because their role models
(parents, instructors, doctors, lawyers,
clerics, police, and society in general) offer

What we in Christian higher education must
articulate . . . is a view of knowledge which avoids the pitfalls of 
both modernity and postmodernity.”

“

Duane Litfin President

This is the seventh in a series of President Litfin’s reflections 
on the nature of Christ-centered higher education, and what this means
for the mission and future of Wheaton College.





Art of Contemplation

A finalist in the still-life category of The Artist’s

Magazine national juried competition,

“Contemplation On Much Study During One’s

Youth” is both a commentary and a caution

against excessive study. As David Hancock ’03

explains, every element contains meaning that

contributes to the story: the purity of the vase,

for instance, represents a soul conditioned 

by academic inquiry, while the lifeless flowers

allude to the prime of youth, which is often

sacrificed in the pursuit of the ideal.   

“Contemplation reminds us to be ourselves in

our academic pursuits,” he emphasizes. “After

all, life is meant to be lived—not studied.”  

A classicist and aesthetician, David views art

as an opportunity for giving, and seeks to

inspire virtue through his compositions while

exploring themes of philosophy, religion, and

the psychology of consciousness. He specializes

in still life, portrait, and figure painting,

and draws his inspiration from the history of

western classical art, primarily Italian

Renaissance and Baroque.  

Although born and raised in Chicago, 

David currently lives, paints, and teaches in

Florence, Italy, with his wife Cynthia Chizmar

Hancock ’03. To view more of his works, visit

www.DavidCHancock.com.

Contemplation On Much Study During One’s Youth

by David Hancock ’03

oil on canvas




