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Letter from 
the Editor

A
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mong institutions of higher education,Wheaton is classified as a “small”

college because its enrollment is fewer than 2,500 undergraduate students.

It makes sense, then, that our number of living alumni—39,000—is small

compared to that, for example, of Harvard, with its 323,000, or the University 

of Texas at Austin, with its 450,000.

With relatively few alumni, scattered throughout the world, what is the

likelihood that these individuals’ lives would intersect at all, let alone in matters 

of life and death?

On September 11, 2001,Todd Beamer ’91 boarded a plane for a business trip,

as he had done many times before.Within hours, at a defining moment in 

our nation’s history, he would be among the first of many heroes involved in

the counterattack in the war on terrorism. The path of Todd’s life, at the 

point of his death, would cross that of a fellow Wheaton alumnus, Speaker of 

the House Dennis Hastert ’64, who credits Todd with likely saving his life and

thousands more on Capitol Hill.Todd’s legacy continues, and you can read 

about it on page 5.

Near the end of World War II, as an intelligence officer assigned to

headquarters, Harold Mackenzie ’36 ordinarily would not have been riding

behind the jeep of Wheaton alumnus Joe Pleva ’35, whom he had met 

just days before. But replacements were needed for a major offensive deep into

German territory, and Harold had volunteered.And so these two Wheaton

alumni found their lives intertwined in the midst of war and a battle for survival.

Their friendship would be all too brief. Harold tells the story on page 14.

The visit wasn’t planned—at least it didn’t seem so.While scanning the day’s

patient roster, a young resident, Peter Jaggard ’75, noticed the name of Hudson

Armerding ’41 and decided to drop by his hospital room. Little did Peter know

the significance that his visit would have on the life of the man who was

Wheaton’s president when he was a student. But Dr.Armerding wrote about 

it years later, and you can read his account on page 58.

Happenstance or the hand of God—that the paths of these alumni should

intersect at these times and under these circumstances? We won’t understand

such things this side of heaven. But we do know, because Scripture shows us, that

our sovereign God does step into the broad expanse of

human history—and into the minutest details of our lives—

for our good and His glory.
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institutions, and you run well against all of
them, both in editorial content and
design.

There’s a certain ethos that any
publication shoots for, and alumni pubs
have, I guess, a specific mission of
bridging the alums and the institution
they graduated from; you do it in a way
that benefits old grads like myself and 
also hopefully to the glory of God.When
a new issue comes, I almost always set 
it aside, and then when the time is right,
settle into it and plow on through.

As Dorothy Sayers once said,“There is
no Christian work; only good work well
done.” You do good work, and do it well.
Ron Boydston M.A. ’76
Tacoma,Washington

Editor’s note: Thanks for the kudos. But much
to our regret, we don’t always do it well. In fact,
in the last issue, we, uh, really goofed.We told a
story about Doug ’68 and
Elizabeth Erlandson’s sweet
success with their Licorice
International business—that
was all well and good, to be
sure. But the photo we printed
is not of the Erlandsons! So, in
case some of you from the
Class of 1968 thought Doug
had had an extreme makeover,
here is the real Doug and
Elizabeth.We sincerely
apologize for our error.

Differing Opinions

I was greatly disappointed in the article
“Room to Roam” in the autumn 2004
magazine.Around the United States

WHEATONl e t t e r s
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Doug and Elizabeth can also be seen

on their Web site,

www.licoriceinternational.com

Taylor-Made Blessings

I just read my dad’s copy of the autumn
issue, which had Ken Taylor’s article. My
father, Kenneth Churchill ’57, was an
associate pastor of College Church back
in the mid to late ’50s. Dad and Ken
Taylor have a friendship that goes back
even before Wheaton to Moody Bible
Institute days in the ’40s. In fact, I even
keep a baby card from Margaret and Ken
Taylor in my autographed Living Bible.

My parents were missionaries in China,
pastored at Minnetonka Community
Church for 25 years, were U.S. directors
for The Red Sea Mission Team, and now
my father, at age 84, continues to serve
the Lord through visitation, witnessing,
prayer, and counseling ministry. He is
anxious to be called home to his Savior
and longs to see his dear wife, but is
committed to serving the Lord with
every breath he has.

He has lost touch with Ken over the
years, and I would love to have these two
saints of God connect again while they
still are on this planet. Dad was thrilled to
see his old friend featured.
Carol Churchill Zimmerman
Potomac Falls,Virginia

As always, an excellent job on this 
edition of the Wheaton magazine. It is one
of the few magazines that I find myself
reading through within a few days of
receipt and am always encouraged to read
how God is using Wheaton and the
people who pass through to impact this
world for His kingdom.

Thank you too for putting on the
pressure to Mr. Ken Taylor to write an

article for the magazine—and for giving
him the latitude to write on whatever 
he pleased. I found his brief one-page
letter to be very encouraging. Imagine
that, a man who has spent more 
than 40 years poring over and translating
Scripture still struggles with the same
spiritual disciplines in his life as I do! 
Keith Duff ’94
North Aurora, Illinois

On Stage

Living in the Colorado Rockies is its
own reward, but an added bonus has been
the opportunity to see Robert Orth ’68
and Sheryl Woods ’72 in many
performances in the gemlike Central City
Opera House, starting with their
memorable pairing in Don Pasquale in the
late 1980s.And Sylvia McNair ’78 was
charming in A Midsummer Night’s Dream
in 2002, and absolutely mesmerizing in a
solo Gershwin recital on the same stage.
Wheaton grads have also been active
behind the curtain; my play on the life 
of “Aunt” Clara Brown, an ex-slave 
who travels to Colorado in search of her
long-lost daughter, was the basis for
2003’s Gabriel’s Daughter.The libretto, by
playwright William Luce, testifies to
Clara’s Christian deep faith.
Roger Baker, ’73
Central City, Colorado

It Ain’t Perfect, but 

We’re Tryin’

I think you’re doing a first-rate job from
issue to issue. From time to time I run
across alumni mags from other schools,
usually but not always Christian
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the kids, the dishes, and extraneous
activities will be ignored for the next
hour or two.

This month I especially enjoyed the
profiles “Changing Lanes” and “Room
to Roam” because they reflect the
philosophy that my husband and I have
taken in regard to our family life. In a
society where “slowing down” is often
looked down upon, we uprooted our
entire family from the craziness of the
Los Angeles lifestyle and moved to
Charlotte, North Carolina, to start a
child care and preschool. Five years later,
we work together, both sharing one full-
time schedule that allows us to spend
quality time every day with our three
children. I didn’t connect this desire to
my experience at Wheaton until I read
similar stories of other Wheaton families.
Wheaton’s effect is real and long-
reaching, indeed.
Laura McCauley Pace ’90
Charlotte, North Carolina

live, and our assumption is that the
Moores are striving for a Christ-led
simple life in their own community.

Ironically, the words Mr. Moore used
to describe his neighbors are precisely
the ones we would also use to describe
ours—amazing human beings, who
through struggling to survive against
physical poverty are rich in soul.While
on the surface it may seem as though we
fled suburban “security” for an even
more idyllic security, the truth is we live
in a depressed economic area among
people who, when they can find
employment, are working for minimum
wage with no benefits; most have few
higher education options.

We find ourselves in a fertile mission
field, sparsely populated though it may
be.The Northwest has been called the
least “churched” part of the United
States, and whether or not this is true,
I firmly believe that Christ has no less
interest in the future of these folks
because they live in the country instead
of the city. Our deepest desire in living
here is to bear witness to God’s great
love and mercy to our precious
neighbors. Christianity does deserve to
“live,” not because of who we are and
what we do, but because of who Christ
is and what He did.
Susan Best Lauer ’84
Harrison, Idaho

The arrival of the alumni magazine is
always an occasion of joy and remorse at
our house. My joy, because I get to relive
my fun days at Wheaton, remorse on my
husband’s part, because he knows that

evangelical Christians have fled the city
for suburbia. Now the magazine features
a family fleeing to the country “in search
of the simple life.” If Christians cannot
make a difference in the city(ies), where
around the world more than 75 percent
of humanity lives, then Christianity does
not, and will not deserve to live.

Thirteen years ago my family (my
wife, an ordained Presbyterian pastor;
myself; and four children) moved into
Los Angeles, into one of the three
poorest sections of the city.We have
found 95 percent of the people here to
be amazing human beings, who are
struggling to survive against physical
poverty while they are rich in soul.

In our community two former Baptist
churches are now Buddhist temples.Too
many churches have closed because of
the Anglo retreat from the city to the
supposed security of the suburbs. Sad—
we claim to believe in the love and care
of our God, but we do not trust our
security to God; instead we flee from the
city, from racial diversity, from poverty,
and from being a witness to those we
apparently flee from. Come into the
major cities of the world and make a
difference! This is the mission field.
Stanley W. Moore ’59
Los Angeles, California

Response: Thank you for the opportunity
to respond to Mr. Moore regarding our
choice to move to rural Idaho.We
commend the Moore family for their
deliberate choice to live in the city.We
believe the “simple life” is in no way a
function of where you live, but how you

WHEATONl e t t e r s

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine 

the suitability of letters for publication

and to edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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TODD M.BEAMER
STUDENT CENTERTodd M. Beamer Student

Center Opens Its Doors
On October 1, hundreds gathered on campus to celebrate the completion of the Todd M.
Beamer Student Center, honoring Todd Beamer ’91, Jason Oswald ’95, and Jeffrey
Mladenik m.a. ’95, three Wheaton alumni who lost their lives on 9/11.

The dedication ceremony, which took place during Homecoming Weekend, included
prayer, songs, and a ribbon-cutting by Lisa Brosius Beamer ’91, President Duane Litfin,
and Don ’55 and JoAnn Pollard Soderquist ’55 (whose generous donations funded the
Soderquist Plaza connecting the Beamer Center to main campus).The program included
recorded messages from Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert ’64, and the reading of a
letter from Billy Graham ’43, Litt.D. ’56.

“In remembering Todd, we can give thanks to each Wheaton student who has gone on
from this campus to serve God,” Dr. Graham wrote.

At the entrance of the Center, an eight-foot bas-relief created by Clay Enoch ’95

WHEATONn e w s

Lisa Brosius Beamer ’91 tells her daughter, Morgan, about the eight-foot

bas-relief at the entrance of the Beamer Student Center. Morgan

was born only a few months after the September 11 terrorist attacks.

C A M P U S  N E W S
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(Above) A processional by the Color Guard precedes the

dedication ceremony. (Right top to bottom) Onlookers

watch as President Duane Litfin, Lisa Brosius Beamer ’91,

and Don ’55 and JoAnn Pollard Soderquist ’55 cut the

ribbon, opening the Beamer Student Center to the public.

The Common Grounds, a coffee shop, is a popular eatery 

in the Center.
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TODD M.BEAMER
STUDENT CENTERdepicts Todd and his two sons, David and Drew, holding hands as they enter Baltimore’s

Oriole Park.The sculpture is from a photograph taken by Lisa just weeks before the
terrorist attacks. Inscribed beneath their feet are the words for which Todd will be
remembered:“Let’s roll.” A dedicatory plaque nearby recognizes the lives of Jason, Jeffrey,
and Todd.

The $20.6 million renovation project, which was funded entirely by alumni and private
donations, refurbished the space beneath Anderson Commons and the Coray Alumni
Gymnasium to house many of the offices located in the Memorial Student Center since
1950 (and prior to that time, in Adams Hall), including Student Activities, the campus
post office, the Chaplain’s office, and the ever-popular Stupe. Designed to build a sense of
community on campus, the Center also features recreational lounges complete with pool
tables, electronic darts, and flat screen televisions; various eateries; and a new Gold Star
Chapel.

“The Beamer Center is a blessing. . . . My friends and I go there often to study or relax
over ice cream,” says Emily Batman ’06.“I’m meeting a lot of students I’d never even seen
before. Suddenly we have a place to relax other than our dorm rooms. It’s a positive step
for Wheaton’s community.”

Dr. Litfin and Lisa take turns addressing the crowd. Lisa says

she hopes that every student who enters the Center will

focus on the principles that her husband valued most—loving

God and loving other people.
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conceived, and would remain so until
the spread of photography and the
onset of television. Because they were
cheap and easy to store, postcards were
produced by the millions; everyone
bought them, gave them away, and
accumulated collections in drawers,
cupboards, and albums.

Through January, the Billy Graham
Center Museum is featuring a
temporary exhibit that documents more
than 50 years of religious history with

Postcard Exhibit Depicts 

Old-Time Religion

By the beginning of the twentieth
century, the common postcard was the
primary image of American popular
culture, and every event, attraction, and
curiosity was captured in this ubiquitous
art form. Surpassing paintings, drawings,
wood engravings, chromolithographs,
and every other form of printmaking,
postcards became the most egalitarian
form of visual communication ever

WHEATONn e w s

nearly 200 old-time postcards.The
assortment of black and white, as well
as full-color images, features evangelists,
gospel music, musicians, and revival
meetings.

Experience this inspiring record of
ordinary Christian life by visiting the
museum Monday through Saturday
from 9:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m., and on
Sunday from 1 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public, although a $2 donation 
is suggested. For more information,
call 630/752-5909 or visit
www.wheaton.edu/bgc/museum.

The exhibit has one of the few postcards of Billy Sunday in an

open airplane (above). “For me, personally, this is a very unique

exhibit,” says Doreen Fast, museum coordinator. “You don’t often

find a postcard exhibit, and everyone can relate to postcards….

They are interesting artifacts of history.”
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Rolling Thunder

Recognized

at ROTC Competition

The Rolling Thunder
Army ROTC Battalion 
led the pack at the regional
Ranger Challenge held
during two weekends in
October at Camp
Atterbury, Indiana, and 
Fort McCoy,Wisconsin.

Throughout the competition, the three
teams from Wheaton College regularly
placed first or second out of 23 teams,
competing in events such as the army
physical fitness test, the written tactics test,
rifle marksmanship, weapons disassembly/
assembly, land navigation, the hand
grenade throw, and a 10-kilometer road
march carrying approximately 35 pounds
of equipment. High scorers for the army 
physical fitness test included Calvin
Taetzsch ’05 and Betsy DeSitter, a junior
at North Central College, who is enrolled
at Wheaton for Army ROTC.

This is the second year that the Rolling
Thunder has placed so highly at the Ranger
Challenge, a physically and mentally
demanding competition.The team, led by
Caleb Curlin ’05, is known not only for its
excellence and hard work, but also for its
ability to bring a positive, humble, and
hard-working attitude to its tasks.According
to Colonel Ward Arntson, who observed
the Rolling Thunder in competition, the
cadets were anything but arrogant and
boastful.“I saw nothing but a quiet
confidence and humility in the respect they
gave the other schools,” he said.

Penner Debate Discusses

Genetic Enhancement

Is it morally acceptable to enhance an
individual’s chemical and genetic nature?
That was the ethical dilemma addressed
in the annual David A. Penner Debate,
sponsored by the Penner Foundation and
the Center of Applied Christian Ethics
(CACE) on September 16.

Although theology professor Dr. James
Peterson (McMaster Divinity College)
and Dr. C. Christopher Hook (Mayo
Clinic) presented several disparate
arguments on the subject, both agreed
that there is a difference between medical

The Ranger

Challenge

tests the

abilities of the

best army

cadets in the

region.

S T U D E N T N E W S

Thanks to the generous donations of Zondervan and Good News Publishers, nearly 600 families 

of alumni missionaries serving in non-English-speaking countries will receive Christmas

presents through Wheaton College’s annual missionary book mailing. 

Over the past 50 years, texts from the mailing have been circulated around the mission field,

often loaned out to friends and colleagues, and kept as a ministry resource. A typical 

package may contain a mix of four to six books appealing to both adults and children. The project

is sponsored in part by Wheaton’s trustees, who pay for shipping supplies and postage.

A Merry Christmas for Missionaries

The Hand of God, by President Emeritus Hudson T. Armerding ’41 (Wheaton College, 2004); 

The Passion of Jesus Christ, by John Piper ’68 (Good News Publishers, 2004); The Expositor’s Bible Commentary—

Abridged Edition: Old Testament, by Kenneth Barker, John Kohlenberger III (Zondervan, 1994)

procedures that heal and those that
enhance.

“Jesus healed, but Jesus did not
enhance,” said Dr. Hook, adding that
restoration of physical deviations is healing.
“He could have made us impervious to
weaknesses, but He wanted us to be
dependent upon Him in our weakness.”

The speakers reached a consensus on
vaccinations, aspirin, and other forms of
medicine that repair what the body is
normally capable of doing, and even
approved gene splicing to correct genetic
defects such as hemophilia. But they
disagreed on cosmetic surgery, steroids, and
other procedures that Hook classifies as
alterations “designed to produce a
narcissistic ideal.” Dr. Peterson asserted,
“Simply the fact that it’s an enhancement
is no reason to rule it out as immoral.
Some enhancements could be godly gifts
that we should pursue.”

Drs. Peterson and Hook agreed that
Christians must reach a common ground
on this controversial issue in order to be
effective moral examples.
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Wheaton Moves Up in the Ranks

In U.S. News and World Report’s 2005
college rankings,Wheaton placed 51st 
out of 217 national liberal arts colleges that
emphasize undergraduate education, up
from 52nd in 2004.Wheaton is in good
company with other schools that U.S.
News & World Report classifies as Best
Liberal Arts Colleges—Bachelor’s
(Nationally) Top Schools, which offer
exemplary undergraduate programs that
focus on broad learning.

Senior Scholarship Achievement Award

■  Kent Gramm, English—As a creative
writer, his success is unparalleled 
at Wheaton.The recipient of a Pulitzer
Prize nomination and the author 
of several books of fiction and creative
nonfiction, he engages, encourages,
and communicates his passion for
literature and its application to the daily
lives of his students and fellow
Christians.
■  Jim Wilhoit, Christian education—He is 
a prolific author with many books 
and articles reflecting an abiding interest
in spiritual growth and development.
His publications illustrate his commitment
to prayer, to Scripture, to family life, to
Christian nurturing, to adult education,
and to the search for meaning.

and knowledge that is attractive to
students and appreciated by colleagues 
on and off campus.
Senior Teaching Achievement Award

■  Lisa McMinn, sociology/anthropology—
She is a very capable teacher/scholar,
offering insights into important issues for
the professional and para-church commu-
nity. She has a good publishing record, has
written well in areas that are difficult to
address, and is an excellent mentor to
students as well as to her peer faculty.
■  Peter Walters, kinesiology—He is a
“prophet with honor” in his department
and a valued colleague. He excels in
teaching, knows his subject matter well,
and engages learning strategies that are
effective in challenging students to adopt
a lifelong pattern of learning.

Faculty Achievement Awards
Last spring, six Wheaton faculty members
received achievement awards for their
outstanding teaching abilities and scholarship.
Junior Faculty Achievement Award

■  Sarah Borden ’95, philosophy—With two
book chapters and a book on Edith Stein
recently published, she is establishing an
impressive record of study in her third
year at Wheaton, and takes seriously her
responsibility to model a godly life, to
mentor her students, and to teach
thoroughly and well.
■  Sandra Fullerton Joireman, politics and
international relations—Cultivation of a
Christian worldview is a frequent theme
in her teaching, and students respond well
to the nuanced sophisticated approaches
she brings to topics in international
relations. Her work is recognized
internationally, and she has the demeanor

1 0 W I N T E R 2 0 0 5

Dining at Wheaton Still a Treat

Wheaton College has the best cuisine of any college campus in the
nation, according to student surveys conducted by The Princeton
Review.This is the sixth consecutive year that Wheaton has placed
in the top five on the list. Bon Appetit, which has managed campus
dining services for the past seven years, relies heavily on customer
input for its menus, and students are quick to praise the variety of
offerings. Moreover, compared to other institutions as well as
restaurants, the food remains reasonably priced.A typical, 18-meal/
week dining plan at Wheaton costs $1,341 per semester, an average
of less than $5 a meal.

WHEATONn e w s

Wheaton in the News

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Welcome New Faculty Row 1 (from left): Michael Graves ’96, Bible, theology, archaeology, and
world religions; Matthew Moyle, foreign language; Bonnie Pattison, Bible, theology, archaeology, and
world religions; Amy Dominguez, psychology; Jane Beal, English. Row 2: Thomas VanDrunen,
math/computer science; Joe Murphy, Bible, theology, archaeology, and world religions; Andrew
White, English; Ray Phinney, psychology; Christy Gardner, communication.
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Financial Highlights
Fiscal Year July 1, 2003-June 30, 2004

Since its founding more than 140 years ago, Wheaton College has been 

both wise in the management of financial gifts as well as forthright in its

accountability for those gifts. Here is a glimpse of Wheaton’s financial

resources for fiscal year 2003-04. For a copy of our latest audited financial

statement, write Kim Showalter, Director of Accounting, Wheaton College,

Wheaton, il 60187, or log on to www.wheaton.edu/acad/accounting.

The endowment fund consists of those assets that 
are permanently invested to support college programs.
The total endowment fund increased 16% to $271
million on June 30, 2004, from $233 million on June
30, 2003.The increase results from a 19.6% total return
(income plus appreciation) of the pooled endowment
assets and gifts totaling $9.9 million.Approximately
$12.7 million of the total return was transferred, to be
used for College academic programs, student activities,
and facilities.The balance was invested to provide 
for future growth in spending.Wheaton’s endowment
has grown substantially over the past ten years from
$119 million on June 30, 1994, to $271 million on
June 30, 2004. Both strong investment returns and gifts
have contributed to this growth.The endowment 
per student has grown from $49,000 per student to
$98,909 per student in that same timeframe.

Wheaton Endowment Growth

2003-04 2002-03

Total Assets $ 529,833,000 $ 450,356,000
Net Assets

Unrestricted $ 184,072,000 $ 163,653,000
Temporarily Unrestricted 143,869,000 129,031,000
Permanently Restricted 66,569,000 56,580,000 

Total Net Assets $ 394,510,000 $ 349,264,000

Tuition and Fees $ 51,433,000 $ 47,763,000
Less Wheaton Funded Scholarships (12,531,000) (11,082,000)

Net Tuition and Fees $ 38,912,000 $ 36,681,000

Sales of Auxiliary Enterprises $ 17,112,000 $ 16,326,000
Gifts and Grants 21,704,000 17,584,000
Investment Income 46,398,000 10,595,000

Educational and General Expenses $ 63,978,000 $ 62,086,000
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when you come back to it,” she says.
Elizabeth adds that she didn’t know

what to expect when she joined the
Wheaton tennis team—and couldn’t
have imagined  the results she would
achieve. Playing in the number one
singles slot, she finished her first season
of collegiate tennis with a 27-4 record.
She also earned the most valuable player
award in the College Conference of
Illinois and Wisconsin. In the process,
Elizabeth became the fourth woman in
school history (Jane Nelson was the first)
to earn All-America honors in tennis.
She ended the year ranked 13th in the
country in Division III.

“I love being out there and
competing,” Elizabeth says.“One thing
I’m in the process of realizing is that
God has given me a gift, so I’m trying to
use it to my full potential. Part of
honoring Him with that gift is putting
my whole heart into it.”

Elizabeth also treasures the friendships
she has developed with her teammates
and appreciates the way Jane approaches
her role as coach.“She tells us at the
beginning of the year that our first goal
as a team—even before getting better at
tennis—is to grow spiritually. . . . She
knows what’s important.”

When Elizabeth Maclellan ’06 enrolled
at Wheaton College in the fall of 2002,
she was determined to leave a successful
tennis career in the past.

“When I visited Wheaton, I knew I
didn’t want to play tennis,” says
Elizabeth, a junior English major from
Lookout Mountain,Tennessee, who won
three state doubles championships for
Chattanooga Christian High School.

It took her less than a year to realize
how much she missed the sport.

Throughout her freshman year, while
running on the Thunder cross country
and track teams, Elizabeth received
letters from Wheaton coach Jane Nelson
’82, reviving her interest in a game she
thought she had left behind.

“I loved running, and the team was
amazing,” she says.“But I started missing
tennis a lot. Coach Nelson wrote and
said if I wanted to come and play, I
would be welcome…. If she hadn’t done
it, I wouldn’t have considered joining the
team. But I decided to give it a shot.”

The coach’s low-key recruiting efforts
were rewarded.

Despite taking a year off, Elizabeth
soon regained her form.“I think when
you’ve taken a break from something
you love doing, it makes you want to
play even more and work even harder

WHEATONs p o r t s

by Michael Murray 

Net Worth
After a year of “running” from tennis, Elizabeth Maclellan ’06 is back on the court and better than ever.

Playing in the number one singles slot, Elizabeth finished her first season of

collegiate tennis with a 27-4 record. She also earned the most valuable player

award in the College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin.



S o f t b a l l

Mar. 7-11 Spring Break Trip to 

Tuscon, Arizona

Mar. 16 Aurora University

Mar. 18 Trinity Christian College

Mar. 22 at Trinity International

Mar. 29 Benedictine University

Apr. 1 at University of Chicago

Apr. 7 North Central College

Apr. 9 Millikin University

Apr. 12 at Augustana College

Apr. 15 Dominican University

Apr. 20 at Carthage College

Apr. 27 Elmhurst College

Apr. 28 at North Park University

Apr. 30 at Illinois Wesleyan 

University

May 6-7 at CCIW Tournament 

(Location TBA)

G o l f

Apr. 8-9 at Augustana Invitational 

Apr. 19 at Carthage College 

Invitational

Apr. 22-23 at Illinois Wesleyan’s 

“Titan Golf Classic”

Apr. 29-30 at CCIW Championships 

in Pontiac, Illinois

I n d o o r

Tr a c k  a n d  F i e l d

Jan. 29 at Elmhurst Invitational 

Jan. 30 at University of Chicago 

Indoor Invitational

Feb. 5 at University of Chicago

Feb. 12 at Wisconsin-Whitewater 

or Lewis University

Feb. 18 at Chicagoland 

Women’s Championships 

in Romeoville, Illinois

B a s e b a l l

Feb. 26 at Olivet Nazarene University

Mar. 5 vs. Muhlenberg College*

Mar. 7 vs. Arcadia University*

Mar. 8 vs. Muhlenberg College*

Mar. 10 vs. Beloit College*

Mar. 11 vs. University of 

Pittsburgh-Bradford*

Mar. 12 vs. Roger Williams College

Mar. 16 Concordia University (IL.)

Mar. 19 Judson College

Mar. 22 Taylor University

Mar. 23 at Aurora University (at 

Oswego High School)

Mar. 26 at Rockford College

Mar. 29 Aurora University

Apr. 1 at Elmhurst College

Apr. 2 Elmhurst College

Apr. 5 Augustana College

Apr. 8 at Carthage College

Apr. 9 Carthage College

Apr. 13 at Augustana College

Apr. 15 at Illinois Wesleyan 

University

Apr. 16 Illinois Wesleyan 

University

Apr. 19 University of Chicago

Apr. 22 at North Central College

Apr. 23 North Central College

Apr. 26 at Benedictine University 

Apr. 28 North Park University

Apr. 30 at North Park University

May 6 at Millikin University

May 7 at Millikin University

May 13-14 CCIW Baseball 

Tournament (at 

Illinois Wesleyan)

*Games played on Spring Break trip   

to Chandler, Ariz.

wheaton’s sports schedule

Feb. 19 at Chicagoland 

Men’s Championships in 

Romeoville, Illinois

Feb. 26 at CCIW Indoor 

Championships in 

Bloomington, Illinois

Mar. 4 at Last Chance Indoor 

Meet in Kenosha, 

Wisconsin

Mar. 11-12 at NCAA Division III 

Indoor National 

Championships in 

Bloomington, Illinois

O u t d o o r

Tr a c k  a n d  F i e l d

Apr. 2 at Elmhurst Invitational

Apr. 7-9 at Chicagoland Outdoor 

Championships

Apr. 16 Wheaton Invitational

Apr. 22 at North Central’s 

“Red-White Invitational”

Apr. 29-30 at Drake Relays 

Apr. 29 at North Central’s “Old 

Fashioned Track Meet”

May 6-7 at CCIW Outdoor Track 

and Field Championships 

in Rock Island, Illinois

May 13 at North Central Last 

Chance Meet

May 20 at North Central Last 

Chance Meet

May 26-28 at NCAA Division III 

Outdoor Track and Field 

Championships in 

Waverly, Iowa

Nearly 30 years after her debut as one of Wheaton’s star tennis players, 

Cathy Wooten Culbertson ’76 is showing some young athletes at Queens

University in Charlotte, North Carolina, that you’re never too old to do what

you love. Attending the university on an athletic scholarship, Cathy is 

pursuing a degree in nursing and playing on the Queens’ women’s tennis team.

W H E A T O N 1 3

Above: Cathy Wooten Culbertson ’76 with the 

2004-2005 Queens University tennis team.

Bottom: Cathy’s Wheaton days (1974-76). 
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Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can

never be repaid. They have earned our undying gratitude. America will never

forget their sacrifices.”

These words from President Harry S. Truman grace the nation’s World War II

Memorial, dedicated on May 29, 2004. 

Honoring the 16 million who served in the U.S. armed forces and the more than

400,000 who died during World War II, the memorial stands between the tower of

the Washington Monument and the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,

D.C.

Wheaton College’s Memorial Student Center, in a central location on campus,

honors alumni who served, as well as those who “gave the last full measure of

devotion” in that conflict.

“

I N  M E M O R I A M

Remembering

World War II

through the eyes of

one of our own

veteran alumni
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Col. Harold B. Mackenzie ’36 rode horseback

in the National Guard’s U. S. Cavalry while in law school at

Northwestern. Five years later, on March 7, 1945, he made

history with America’s 9th Armored Division, capturing 

and crossing the Remagen Bridge. It was the first time the

Rhine River had been crossed by an enemy of Germany 

under fire since Napoleon. 

With the river breached, the American forces began

advancing 10-40 miles per day into the heart of Germany.

“There were no more big defenses,” says Harold, who 

volunteered to join a combat command to replace a

wounded officer. It was then he met a fellow Wheaton

alumnus, Capt. Joseph F. Pleva ’35—whose job involved

organizing conquered territory. 

As they traveled around Leipzig, their column came

to an open stretch that left them vulnerable to direct fire. 

The air was bristling, Harold recalls, with anti-aircraft guns

that could hit planes at 40,000 feet, but could also depress

down and hit ground troops. 

“We waited until we gathered a group of perhaps 

50 vehicles, and then everyone charged,” recalls Harold,

whose armored vehicle was directly behind Joseph’s jeep in

the column. 

“The minute we showed, guns opened on us, and it

looked like the air was filled with flying baseballs.” Before

Harold’s eyes, Joseph’s jeep was hit and shattered to pieces. 

“It was a sad and sobering day,” he says, remembering his grief

at losing a “dedicated soldier and a newfound friend.”

During the same offensive, Harold came to understand more

fully the cause for which Joseph and so many others had died. 

Inside Buchenwald, a liberated Nazi concentration camp, he

saw huts lined with wooden bunks with only straw and weeds

for blankets, the gas chamber, the crematory, and warehouses

turned morgues, where bodies were stacked chest-high. 

He says, “Looking into those warehouses stacked full of

bodies in rags, I shook and shivered even though the day was

hot. I felt the absolute presence of Satan himself.”

Inmates who survived—bunk-bound skeletons—were tended

to by American Field Hospitals. Assembly lines were formed,

and each inmate was first washed with warm water, then dried

and examined by doctors before being moved to army hospital

cots with mattresses, sheets, and blankets. They were fed warm

soup, and given gum and Lifesavers. 

Harold walked through those makeshift hospitals in his army

uniform. “When they saw me, these half-starved men began

holding out their packages of gum or Lifesavers. It was the only

thing they had, and they wanted to share it with me,” he

remembers.

“In that instant, I felt that having had the opportunity to do

just my little bit toward ending that evil was well worth the five

years out of my life.”

Remembering Harold and Joseph, and the millions more 

who served, suffered . . . and even died in the last World War,

we give thanks.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

LT.
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Four leaders in business get candid about success: what it is, how it’s measured, and

definingsuccess

The New York Times bestseller list is filled with the life stories

of “successful” people. One can hardly open a magazine or

watch a commercial without being barraged by endless notions

of success, what it is, and how to achieve it.

But news of late has also been filled with stories of business

people and companies that, for the sake of maximizing



W H E A T O N 1 7

what makes for true success for the Christian in business.

returns, power, and personal profit, have been willing to compromise both

corporate and personal ethics. Federal and state laws have been broken, and entire

industries shaken.

In light of such events,Wheaton’s Center for Applied Christian Ethics (CACE)

sponsored a conference this year in which one of the speakers addressed the topic

of success for Christians in business.

In researching her book Just Enough, Dr. Laura Nash of Harvard Business School

asked high achievers of all ages,“What is your measure of success?”

She explains that answers to this question are revealing because,“If you are not

prepared on that, it is very hard to have the stamina to take the strong ethical

stand. It is very hard to invest and resist going for ‘never enough.’ . . .And I think

in our culture right now, we are so encouraged to think in terms of never 

enough, and as we have seen, when you accept that standard of maximized

thinking, you very quickly slip from ‘never enough’ to ‘If I can get it, I should get

it’ and ‘I deserve it somehow.’”

Dr. Kenneth Chase, CACE director, sums up the importance of understanding

how we measure success, explaining,“Success in business is too easily reduced 

to numbers.These numbers are important, but must be placed in the context of

those life elements that cannot be quantified. Success for the Christian, then,

is a matter of understanding what it is to be a new creation in Christ . . . living a

life that is being transformed into a representative of God’s kingdom to those

around us.”

What does success mean for the Christian in business? To understand better the

answer to this question, we talked to some of our own high achievers in business.

On the following pages are insights on success from four alumni—leaders

in companies ranging from retail to biotechnology to financial investment.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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He further describes,“My dad had one and a half years of high
school. He started his own printing business.We didn’t have a whole

lot growing up, but we always ate well
and we were fully clothed.We were a
happy family.We enjoyed life. Dad
never achieved a lot financially, but I
sure thought my dad was a success.
My mother, as well.”

Don also recalls a bit of advice 
from Sam Walton’s wife, Helen, which
has stayed with him through the years:
“It’s not what you gather in life, it’s 
what you scatter.” For Don, that still
holds true.

When pressed, he tells the story of 
an alcoholic man who, after listening
to Don talk about responsibility and
“being the best you can possibly be,”
made the decision to dry out.
“He went home and told his wife he 
was going to break the habit,” says
Don.When the man, in turn,
shared his story with his fellow
employees, and told them,“I’m going

to be the boss you really need, and 
here’s why,” another man reached the

same decision, giving up drinking as well.
“I take great joy in hearing from people whom I have influenced in

a positive way,“ says Don,“These moments are the greatest successes
I’ve enjoyed.”

Karen Lane Gilsenan ’83, first vice president with Merrill Lynch 
& Co., Inc, has worked at the heart of the world’s financial district for
20 years.Though her industry is devoted to acquiring and 
sustaining wealth, Karen’s views on success have little to do with
numbers. She believes enjoying work and honing your skills are
important but also notes that finding a balance in life is key to success
that lasts.

“If you don’t have that balance, you’re going to burn out,” says
Karen, the working mother of three children (ages 11, 9, and 6).“I
make my family a priority.When I’m able, I leverage the flexibility
that comes with my job to make important events in my children’s
lives—whether it’s a hockey game or a parent-teacher conference.”

on Soderquist ’55 has a unique perspective on success.As senior
vice chairman and COO for Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., the world’s largest
company, Don was a driving force behind its rise.

Don’s career-long passion for ethics led leaders at John Brown
University to create the Soderquist Center for Business Leadership and
Ethics in his honor. But when he talks about success, the conversation
inevitably turns to people.Though now retired, he has interacted with
many through the decades, and has witnessed a disheartening shift in
how people view success.

“When I first started in the business world,“ he says,“success was
largely based on happiness, having a family, having a good relationship
with your spouse, raising your children to be good citizens, being
helpful as a neighbor and helpful to those in need.”

Today, he notes, materialism pervades culture, and success for many 
is based on position, power, and wealth.“It’s often about ‘what’s 
good for me,’ not what’s good for my family or my community. Egos
and arrogance have taken over,” he says, adding that he believes 
the breakdown of marriages and families are a direct result of this shift.

In Don’s mind, success is happiness—and not only that, but also
“being content with who you are, no matter who you are. It’s feeling
good about what you do, and it is also the joy of helping others who
aren’t as fortunate. It is focusing on others, not yourself, and on how to
influence others for good.”

findingbalance

Don Soderquist ’55 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Success is…helping others who aren’t as fortunate.”“

givingback
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While at work, she focuses on being as productive and efficient as
possible so that she can go home and see her children each night.
“You could work here 24/7, but you have to make choices. . . .
I try not to get caught up in the political game of putting in ‘face 
time’ at 8:30 p.m.”

Integrity is another element of success, says Karen.“A lack of
integrity might lead to short-term rewards, but guess what? It fails
ultimately.” She has watched this happen firsthand.

As a senior analyst in the research department at Merrill Lynch,
she admits that scandal has rocked her industry and even her own
department. People have been fired, fines have been paid, and now
the government has stepped in with new regulations.

“I think a lot of it was peer pressure,” she says.“Certain practices
had become so widespread that it was easy for people to tell
themselves it was OK, especially since it meant the difference
between big fees and no fees.”

Although she prefers working without quite as many regulations,
she says they put less pressure on individuals to make right choices.
“Now the rules are clearer and everybody has to toe the line.”

Karen Lane Gilsenan ’83,

Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc,

You could

work here

24/7, but

you have to

make

choices.”

Business is the most underutilized institution 

in society in promoting Christian values of justice,

stewardship, human dignity, and peace,” says 

Dr. Norm Ewert, associate professor of business/

economics, and the facilitator of the business-as-

mission work group on campus.

The work group exists to identify ways in

which Christians in business may holistically

serve people’s needs in a way that demonstrates

the reality of God. 

Dr. Ewert explains, “Pastors and missionaries

preach on Sundays, but they don’t have regular

contact with great numbers of people. Business-

men and women, on the other hand, deal 

with customers and employees on a daily basis. 

By modeling Christian values—promoting

human dignity, providing for people’s needs, and

promoting community—they can be very powerful

witnesses for Christ.” 

Partnering with the Center for Applied Christian

Ethics (CACE), Dr. Ewert and others have begun

developing a new model for how business people

might understand their connection to missions.

What do these principles look like in practice?

“It’s best secular business practice, plus,” notes 

Dr. Ewert, who illustrates by calling attention to the

examples set by two people: Dr. Scott Moreau,

chair of the missions and intercultural studies

department at Wheaton, who promotes social

justice by providing work for the disabled; and 

Dan Wilkening ’88, senior vice president, head of

global customer service for cash management at 

JPMorgan Chase, who promotes stewardship by

treating employees with dignity and respect.

In addition to his role at Wheaton, Dr. Moreau

also serves as the managing editor of a database of

articles on missions called the Strategic Network

Knowledge Base. Thanks to the help of a Christian

friend, he now employs disabled people in India

who transcribe scanned articles sent over the

internet. “They turn them into text and put them into

the database,” he explains. “They are also exposed

to the issues of the gospel in the process.” 

Working outside of academia, Dan Wilkening

has managed large operations of people for years.

In doing so, he not only encourages his employees

to take advantage of the educational opportunities

the bank provides, he has gone several steps further

in order to empower his employees to achieve.

Many of Dan’s employees come from diverse

backgrounds. Most are not college graduates, and

some have not finished high school. In order 

to help these people take advantage of the bank’s

educational incentives, he brought a college

on site for four years. “We designed a program at 

the bank so that single moms and parents in 

two-income situations could go to school from 

4:30 to 7:00 P.M., and still be home at a reasonable

hour to see their children.”

He adds, “I didn’t see it in the beginning, but as

I grew into my position, I began to see how I 

could show Christ’s love to those whom I work

with every day.”

“

Wheaton’s Center for Applied Christian Ethics partners with business students, faculty, and 
alumni to examine a new model for the Christian in business.

business as mission 
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former educator, who believes in identifying an individual’s skills and
then placing him or her in the role that will best leverage these
strengths.“Most people don’t know naturally how to apply their
strengths in their work—they have to try new things, take risks, and
sometimes fail before they succeed. And they need honest, ongoing
feedback—which takes time, courage, and candor on the part of their
manager.”

Bonnie believes leaders should focus on serving others rather than
simply building their own careers.“You set the right direction and
goals for your people, and then get out of the way and simply provide
the support and feedback they need to be excellent at what they do.”

Especially fulfilling for Bonnie have been her creative endeavors with
newly formed teams that have provided sustainable business approaches
for schools and colleges and global accounts.

The success of a company can be measured not only in dollars, she
says, but also in the difference it can make in the world.A local

business in more than 200 countries, Coca-Cola
creates thousands of jobs in each country that
build the local economies and raise standards of
living.

In countries like China, India, and Africa, where
the standard of living is at its lowest, the company
has invested millions of dollars, giving back to
communities by providing healthcare benefits,
research and education dollars to fight AIDS, and
funding for tutoring programs in rural areas.

“A successful business creates the wealth that is
used to build and strengthen communities through
salaries, taxes, and philanthropy. Leaders with
integrity ensure that their companies are
contributing to the needs of their community in
many ways,” she says.

“I don’t think life can be compartmentalized.
I think no matter where God leads, we are expected
to serve Him and others.”

As the executive vice president and general counsel
of Immunex Corporation, the third largest biotech
company in the world, Barry Pea ’80 negotiated
the biggest merger in biotechnology history.

Recently appointed executive vice president of
corporate development and general counsel for
Inspire Pharmaceuticals, he remembers his first

Bonnie Pruett Wurzbacher ’77 comes from a long line of teachers,
ministers, and doctors. So when she left a teaching post and took a
sales job, she says,“It was definitely going against the grain in my
family.”

Bonnie began working as a sales representative in Chicago for the
Coca-Cola Company six months before the introduction of “new
Coke.”Twenty years later, she is senior vice president, global accounts,
and works from the company’s corporate headquarters in Atlanta.

For Bonnie, success is measured by “positively growing the business
I’m responsible for in a sustainable way and developing the people I
manage to be their best—and doing it in a way that’s honoring and
glorifying to God.”

Perhaps it’s no surprise that developing people is a strength for this

serviceindustry

integritymatters

Leaders

with

integrity

ensure that
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companies

are

contributing
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community.”
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Barry Pea ’80

Inspire Pharmaceuticals
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major deal as general counsel at Immunex—a multi-billion-dollar stock
offering—and the ethical dilemma no leader in a public corporation
wants to face.

Like the shortages of flu vaccines making headlines this fall, Barry’s
company was faced with the knowledge that within the next year, the
manufacturer would likely be unable to support growing market
demand for the company’s leading biotech product.

“We then had to determine how best to disclose this very sensitive,
competitive information to our patients and the investing public in a
sensible way,” he says.There were many opinions on the matter within
the corporation. Some felt that, despite the projections of a supply
shortfall, they would be able to figure out some way to meet the demand.
Others hoped to find a way to avoid disclosing this uncomfortable
information.

“At the end of the day, we provided a very detailed disclosure about
the future supply constraint. It was awkward to make public this type of
information for a company that had prided itself in successfully meeting
each of its previous supply challenges. But it was absolutely the right
thing to do.”

In the end, the deal became the largest healthcare stock offering ever,
and the product later became a top seller. Barry’s boss began calling him
“the conscience of the corporation.”

For Barry, integrity in business has come to mean not shying away
from putting yourself in the middle of an uncomfortable situation and
insisting that the right thing be done.The greatest indicator of success,
he says, is being able to look back and know that you have handled
both your people and your business with the highest level of integrity
and trust.

He says,“As a Christian, you work your whole professional life to
build a reputation, and it takes but a moment for the whole thing to fall
apart. Integrity is like a crown jewel you have to zealously protect.”

Integrating faith and work

“In the secular world we live in, there is a place for the integration

of faith. I’m not talking about walking around with plaques that 

say the end is in sight. But Christians are generally people who care

about others and who want to help others through their struggles.

When people came to me to share an issue, a problem, a concern, 

I would frequently ask if they would like me to pray with them after

we were through talking. I’ve prayed with Buddhists, Muslims, and

Catholics—you name it. Many times, people would come back and

say, ‘I’ll never forget when you stopped and prayed with me in your

office.’ When you talk about values, talk about the genesis of those

values. Remember, it’s OK to be a Christian in the workplace. It’s not

about preaching—it’s about listening, caring, showing concern.

Don’t be afraid to stand up for who you are and what you believe.” 

Don Soderquist ’55, retired senior vice chairman and COO, Wal-Mart,

and author of The Wal-Mart Way (to be published in early 2005)

Managing others

“You want to empower your employees in such a way that they

personally believe that their own hard work can make a big

difference in the success of the company. Each person has 

a different style, and as a manager, it’s up to you to find out what

style of management people prefer. In my experience, what I’ve

needed to do is to give people challenging work, together with the 

necessary resources and staff, and then to cheer them on and give

them credit when they succeed. You also need to support them in

their failures, assuming they were made in good faith. The key is to

create a team atmosphere where there is no backbiting, where

every employee is treated with dignity and respect, and where

everyone is working toward a goal that’s bigger than themselves.”

Barry Pea ’80, executive vice president of corporate development

and general counsel for Inspire Pharmaceuticals 

Valuing vocation

“I’ve talked to enough people at mid-life who are unhappy with who

they are and who they’ve become, and they’ve let that be dictated 

by what they do. I think that’s backward. First you need to decide

who it is you want to be, and let that drive what you do. A career is

about what you do. If you look at Scripture, it is filled with lessons

on who we are to be, but a lot less about what we are to do. It’s 

a subtle but important distinction, but it can make a difference in an

organization. Imagine if companies were to think more holistically

about developing people who are not only good at what they do, but

also good husbands, wives, fathers, and mothers.” 

Dr. Bruce Howard, professor and chair of the business/economics

department, Wheaton College, from his manuscript, “Twelve

Ingredients of Moral Markets.”

Integrity is

like a crown

jewel you

have to

zealously

protect.”

water cooler discussions “
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to be invited to
Sunday evening

dinner at the house of Mortimer Bliss and Mary Lane, especially for a
Wheaton College student craving a home-cooked meal and warm, family
atmosphere. Back in the 1940s, the Lanes were favorites of the student
body—Professor Mortimer, for his thoughtful devotions before each class
period, and Mary, for her kindness and her cooking. Along with their seven
children, the couple regularly hosted meals for students and missionaries at
their famous, large dining table (among them a youthful Billy Graham ’43,
LITT.D. ’56 and his future wife Ruth Bell ’43, LH.D. ’75).

For Jim Lane ’52, the youngest member of the Lane clan (and a fraternal
twin with his sister, Ruth), big “family” dinners were not merely reserved
for special occasions—they were a tradition. So when he and his wife
Arlyne Nelson Lane ’52 were honored with Wheaton’s Distinguished
Service to Alma Mater Award during Homecoming Weekend, three
generations of Nelsons and Lanes (41 members total) reunited in that
tradition, with some 50 additional friends and well-wishers, to celebrate
two people who are just as much a part of the Wheaton legacy as Wheaton

is of theirs.
“There are very few Wheaton alumni in the

college’s 144 years of whom it could be said that they
have given back to the institution as much as they
have gotten from it,” President Duane Litfin
commented at the award reception.“I think Jim and
Arlyne are examples of those who have.”

Jim has served on Wheaton College’s Board of
Trustees for 33 years, and only recently retired from
his position as chair of the investment committee in
October.Thanks to his sound investment and money
management advice, as well as generous gifts 
from constituents, Wheaton’s endowment grew
substantially during his tenure. Moreover, Jim helped
develop the Wheaton College Trust Company and
became the first and only chair of its board of
directors.“It was a joy to work at Wheaton,” says Jim,

who has also served on the boards of several financial investment and
management groups such as Rockefeller Center, and nonprofit
organizations such as the Pocket Testament League and Deerfoot Lodge (a
Christian camp for boys).

“I was always interested in finance and investments,” Jim explains.“My
dad taught economics and political science, so maybe it was in the genes.”

Jim and his twin sister enrolled in Wheaton following in the footsteps of
their five older siblings.

In addition to being class social chairman and vice president, Jim played
basketball and baseball, and was a member of the College’s only CCI
champion baseball team in 1951.

During Homecoming Weekend, James ’52 and

Arlyne Nelson Lane ’52 were honored by the

Alumni Association as the Wheaton College

Alumni of the Year 2004 for Distinguished

Service to Alma Mater.

It was always a treat

by Jessica L. Allen 

Giving their all



W H E A T O N 2 3

that time I was a father, and so I never did have to go to war,” he says.
Jim soon began a distinguished management career in the finance

industry in New York City and Detroit. Prior to his professional retirement
in 1994, he held many prominent positions, including executive vice
president at Chase Manhattan Bank,CEO of Chase Investors Management
Corporation,managing director of C.J. Lawrence, and senior vice president
and chief investment officer of the National Bank of Detroit.

Yet despite a demanding work and travel schedule, Jim’s family always
remained his first priority.“I think a lot of business professionals struggle
to find that balance,” he says, adding that he limited his late nights at the
office to no more than one per week.

“We always ate dinner together,”Arlyne notes,“even if it meant that he
would be up late at night finishing his work.” Jim stresses that it was

Arlyne’s support as a wife and mother
that was most instrumental to the
development of their five children, four
of whom are Wheaton alumni, and three
who have followed their father’s footsteps
into the world of finance.

“Arlyne is loving not only as a wife,
and not only with our family,” Jim says,
describing how she continues to write to
their missionary friends overseas, and
sends monthly, handwritten letters 
to their 12 grandchildren. When her
children left the nest, Arlyne organized 
a thriving Bible Study Fellowship 
in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, teaching
weekly classes for nearly 300 women for
13 years.

“The most important thing for them as
parents was that their children come to
know and love the Lord Jesus Christ—
first and foremost,” their son, Tom ’79
acknowledged at their reception. “In
addition, they have encouraged and
mentored many believers, and they’ve
always been ready to reach out to those
who don’t know Christ.”

Arlyne emphasizes, “I used to always
tell my young mothers in Bible study,
‘You can do it all—but not all at the same
time.’”

It is a piece of advice that she and her
husband have learned by experience and
illustrated with their lives.

He met Arlyne Nelson, a piano performance major, during their
freshman year. She had visited Wheaton with her father as a teenager, and
immediately decided she wanted to attend.“I didn’t even apply anywhere
else!” she laughs. “I was so thrilled when I got the letter that I was
accepted.” Devoted to her music, Arlyne practiced piano as long as three
hours a day, played in local churches, and performed concertos with
Wheaton’s orchestra.

After dating for a little more than a year, Jim and Arlyne were
engaged in August and married the Christmas of 1950, when many 
of Jim’s classmates were being sent to serve in the Korean War. “I
received my notice to report on Valentine’s Day,” Jim recalls, although
new draft tests allowed him to complete his degree in economics 
and business, and later, an M.B.A at the University of Chicago. “By
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As a graduate student at Purdue University, Dr. Page studied how
ecological processes change when humans alter the landscape. In
particular, she found that as land use changed from forest to farm, the
prevalence of the raccoon parasite increased.

“The research I conducted for my Ph.D. showed that as a raccoon’s
need to create a variable habitat increases, so does the prevalence of
the parasite,” says Dr. Page.“I expected to see a similar trend when my
students and I started to look at the effects of urbanization.We
thought that as we got closer to the city, the prevalence of the parasite
would increase, but we were wrong.”

Following a three-year study of B. procyonis prevalence in the
Chicago area, Dr. Page and her students were surprised to find the
lowest occurrences of the parasite in the most urban areas.

“The trend we’ve observed could be explained by our choice of
sampling sites,” Dr. Page reasons,“but we propose that because
raccoons have a ready food supply and, thus, less need to be predators
in an urban setting, the transmission dynamics of the parasite are
altered.”

However, research has also shown that the parasite shows up
regularly in new housing developments constructed in former
agricultural regions.As a result, educating people about the dangers
and the proper way to clean up the feces is important.

“We’ve found that heat destroys the parasite,” says Dr. Page.“Once
the feces is carefully removed, the area should be doused with 
boiling water.Also, residents should cover sandboxes, woodpiles and
other places where animals might typically establish a latrine.”

The students who conduct research with Dr. Page, like senior
Nathaniel Robinson ’05, are working with her to publish the 

ith urban sprawl blurring the boundaries between 
wildlife and civilization, raccoons have become almost as

common as stray cats in the backyards and driveways of many
Midwestern neighborhoods.

As biology professor Dr. Kristen Page and her students are
discovering, what was once merely a rural nuisance is now a more
serious concern for many Chicago-area families, especially those with
young children. Establishing latrines around suburban homes,
raccoons can contribute to the transmission of a dangerous parasite,
Baylisascaris procyonis, a roundworm that produces the rare and 
possibly fatal disease Baylisascaris Encephalitis.

“We are interested in this parasite because it is a potential human
health risk,” explains Dr. Page, who has been studying the feces of
local raccoons for traces of the parasite.When she and her students
discovered it on a child’s plastic picnic table in one suburban
neighborhood, they worked with the local health department to clean
up the yard.They have also worked with forest preserve agencies 
and county governments to help educate the public about the
potential for contamination.

Because the parasite is transmitted to humans orally, children who
unknowingly touch a contaminated surface while at play and 
forget to wash their hands before eating are most at risk of contracting
the disease, which can also cause organ deterioration and blindness.

“One of the goals of this study is to identify areas of increased risk
for transmission to humans,” Dr. Page explains.“Some of my earlier
studies in Indiana demonstrated that the transmission of this parasite is
sensitive to changes in land use. My students and I have been
particularly interested in the effects of urbanization on transmission.”

Wheaton scientists contribute to disease prevention by studying the 
link between land use and a dangerous parasite that can be transmitted
by raccoons.

w
by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni
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results of the study, which is funded through an Alumni Association
science grant. Four papers focusing on various aspects of 
the findings are being submitted to Wildlife Society Bulletin,
American Midland Naturalist, Landscape Ecology, and Journal of
Parasitology.

Dr. Page says that she and her students will continue researching
the occurrences of B. procyonis until they run out of questions.
In a new study, they are looking at the intestinal tracts of dead
raccoons in seven states. As they
search for the presence or absence of
the parasite, they’ll relate these
findings to the predominant land
use in the area where they found the
raccoon. Over the next couple of
years, they’ll plot their findings
spatially, using Wheaton’s GIS (Global Information Systems) 
lab.The data analysis system allows the students to attach attributes 
to their findings and then create models to help predict where 
risks exist.

“When I started this study, I was interested in the connection
between landscape ecology and mammals,” Dr. Page says.
“I discovered that although others were researching the B. procyonis
parasite, no one had worked out the transmission dynamics.
It’s a really important area of study because of what it tells us about 
disease transmission.” She further notes,“If we understand how
transmission of B. procyonis occurs, we will be closer to understanding
how other diseases operate in the landscape and how their spread 
can be prevented.”

W H E A T O N 2 5

Dr. Page says they will 

continue reasearching until they

run out of questions.
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n a typical morning at the home of Doug ’91 and Ruth Gosling
Allen ’91, there are no brown-bag lunches being prepared at 
7 A.M., no panic attacks over misplaced shoes and knotted
laces, and no frantic races through rush-hour traffic to
beat the final bell.

That’s because rather than enrolling their two sons in
a public or private elementary school, the Allens, like a
growing number of families across the nation, are teaching nine-year-
old Peter and six-year-old Teddy from the comfort of their own home.

Generating widespread interest, homeschooling has become more
prevalent within the last generation, shaping the educational decisions
of Christian and non-Christian parents alike. In 1999, six years after it
was legalized in all 50 states, the National Center for Education
Statistics reported that 850,000 children were being homeschooled.

Find out how some alumni are

responding to the nation’s

growing homeschool movement.

by Jessica L. Allen

families
The second in a series focusing 

on issues faced by Wheaton families 
in today’s complex world.

W H E A T O N

I am very grateful for my relationship with my kids—I know them

intimately and enjoy them immensely,” says homeschooling mom

Gaye VanDiggelen ’85 (above). “What I had to tell myself starting out 

is, ‘I’ll give homeschooling a try and see if it’s a good thing for us.’  

And I still keep that attitude.” 

“

Home
from
School
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By 2003, estimates from the National Home Education Research
Institute hovered somewhere between 1.7 and 2.1 million.

Doug and Ruth transitioned to homeschooling
when they moved from Wheaton to Annapolis,
Maryland, shortly after Peter had finished
kindergarten.

“I was influenced by some friends I met at
church while I was pregnant with Teddy,” Ruth
recalls.“They homeschooled, and I was so
impressed with the way their children respected
adults, I remember thinking, There’s something
special about that family.”

According to a fairly recent study conducted
by the Fraser Institute, a public policy
organization in Vancouver, British Columbia,
she’s right. In 2001, Christianity Today
published the Institute’s surprising findings in
the article “Homeschooling Boosts
Socialization.”

“Popular belief holds that homeschooled
children are socially backward and
deprived, but research shows the opposite:
that [they] are actually better socialized than
their peers,” Claudia Hepburn, Fraser’s
director of education policy, revealed in the
article.

The study attributed these benefits to
children having parents rather than peers as
their primary behavior models, and noted
that extracurricular activities and
homeschool associations can create an
outlet for social contact. It also reported
that the majority of homeschooled
children are involved in at least two
outside activities each week, such as
music and sports.

Dr.Andrew Brulle, chair of Wheaton’s
education department, clarifies that
homeschooling parents must be more
intentional about their children’s
socialization with peers. He agrees that

children must be involved with other children to grow relationally, but
he cites an even more problematic, and often overlooked, issue that
should be evaluated when analyzing the effects of homeschooling.
Notes Dr. Brulle, some parents simply do not have the academic skills
to adequately teach their children, and this problem is intensified by
the limited nature of some homeschool curriculums.“Homeschooling
can be a very viable option for some families, and I know many
students and families who have been successful,” he says.“Still, it is a

decision that can only be made after considering and praying about a
variety of factors.”

As Gaye VanDiggelen ’85 advises, if parents are interested in
homeschooling, they should gather information through their local library
or online, where they can learn about homeschooling associations,
different curriculums, conferences for homeschooling parents, and state
education requirements that must be met.

“Expect to feel
overwhelmed and inadequate the first year,” says
Gaye, who has homeschooled her now nine-
year-old son, Dylan, since he was in
kindergarten, and plans to do the same with
four-year-old son Skylar full-time once he
finishes preschool.“If you want to stick with it, give yourself the
opportunity to explore and try new things.”

Although she expected her teaching to be “a little less structured”
than the teaching in a traditional classroom, she discovered that Dylan
actually preferred the organization of a formal curriculum.“He likes
knowing what to expect,” she explains, adding that the ability to cater
to her sons’ learning styles is a major advantage to homeschooling.“My
children are taught at the pace that best suits them, and they are taught
the materials that I determine they need and are ready for.”

The ability to spend a lot of time with her family tops the list of
reasons Gaye enjoys homeschooling. But Ben Hilty ’00, a former
homeschooled student who entered public school in seventh grade,
notes that such close interaction can also put a strain on the
parent/child relationship.

“When you have a parent functioning not only as a parent, but also
as a teacher, that can create tensions as kids mature,” he says. Ben and
his three siblings were homeschooled in Sand Springs, Oklahoma, in
the early 1980s.“There wasn’t as much social support then,” says Ben,
who also spent third and fifth grade in private Christian school.
Although he played basketball at the YMCA and developed closer
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of hours, finish her schoolwork, teach piano lessons in the afternoon,
and complete any outstanding assignments in the evening. She even
took English correspondence courses at the University of Nebraska.
Her parents relied on church groups and activities to involve their
children socially, and Rachel held a job at a local restaurant.

“When you’re homeschooled, obviously you’re sheltered in some
sense,” Rachel says,“but a lot of homeschoolers are also able to interact
with more age groups besides their peers. . . . Culturally, I’m sure there
were some things I was a little naïve about, but I never felt that I was
handicapped by that.”

Sophomore Mary Brunnig  ’07 shares many of Rachel’s opinions.A
music education major, she plays viola and is currently taking voice
lessons in the Conservatory. Mary has four younger siblings, and her
parents started homeschooling when her older brother (now a junior at
Harvard University) was in kindergarten.

“I absolutely loved it,” she says of her homeschool experience,
emphasizing she enjoyed being able to tackle projects at her own

pace and focus on subjects of interest for hours at a time.
Like Rachel, Mary found an after-school job, and she also ran

on the cross-country and track and field teams at a public high
school for two years.“I learned a lot of bad

words and cultural references that
otherwise I would have been clueless
about,” she says, though she appreciated
the physical challenge of cross-country
and the ability to earn her own money.
“Because I want to be a teacher I think
it’s very valuable not to be clueless . . . .
But there are some activities that are not
going to have any upside, and that don’t
really have a point. If the point is just to
be socialized, I would say don’t bother.”

Although both Rachel and Mary are
outspoken in their endorsement of
homeschool education, both also
acknowledge that homeschooling is not for
everyone.And while Ruth and Gaye are
each enjoying every minute spent with their
sons, they know that not every parent is cut
out to be a teacher.

“You need to ask yourself, ‘Do I love
spending time with my children?’”
emphasizes Gaye.

Ruth, who is expecting her third child in
January, agrees.“If a mom was homeschooling
and she was miserable, and the kids hated it,
then it wouldn’t be the right thing,” she says.
“But because I love it, I have a desire to do it.”

relationships with his brothers and sister, he admits,“I felt like I was
living somewhat of an isolated existence. . . .Academically I was
challenged at homeschool in a way that I wasn’t in public school, but
socially I wasn’t challenged as much, due to a lack of interaction 
with my peers.”

Today Ben is an inside sales manager at a manufacturing company in
northern Illinois.Although he maintains that his homeschool
experience was generally positive, when asked if he would ever
contemplate homeschooling his own children, he responds ambivalently.

“I might consider it early on,” he says,“but by the time they were in
late grade school or junior high, I would look at other options.”
According to the Fraser study, by that time, most homeschooled students
are already performing four grade levels above the national average, and
tend to score significantly higher than their contemporaries on
standardized tests.

Homeschooled from kindergarten through twelfth grade, Rachel
Dodds ’03 says that because of her educational background, she had
no trouble adjusting to the rigors of higher education.

“My mother was extremely disciplined,” Rachel describes.
“She would hand us a textbook
at the beginning of the year,
and we would have a planner
to set our own assignments. It
got me in the habit of
planning out what needs to be
done, so when I came to
Wheaton, it was a pretty easy
transition.”

One of Rachel’s favorite
aspects of being
homeschooled was having a
structured, but flexible
schedule. In high school,
after family devotions each
morning, she would
practice piano for a couple

familiesW H E A T O N

The Allens take a nature walk as

part of a unit on birds.  The

world is a classroom,” Ruth

says. “Whether or not we

realize it, everyone

homeschools their kids, only for

different lengths of time—

from the moment they’re born,

we’re teaching them.”
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Marilee A. Melvin ’72

Vice President 

for Alumni Relations

The Todd M. Beamer Student Center dedicated during Homecoming
weekend has added a new landscape for the memory of future
Wheaton alumni.The 53,000 square feet of space under Coray Gym
and Anderson Commons was ingeniously renovated with help from
2,130 alumni contributing more than $10,963,000 toward the $20.6
million total. One can sit under orange umbrellas at blue tables on the

Jeff Keul Patio (given by the Class of 1997) and take in Williston, Blanchard,
front campus, and the Billy Graham Center all in one gracious line of vision. Or
one can sit in the new Stupe, in booths just like the old ones but in a space three
times larger and with two fireplaces.There are game rooms, places to hang out
and study, a coffee shop dubbed “Common Grounds,” and a CPO with lots of
room to stand and visit. It’s all grand, and the students LOVE it.

Lisa Brosious Beamer ’91 was here with her friends and family over
Homecoming for the Beamer Center dedication. She shared during the program
that if Todd could have seen the Center, once he got over his shock that
Wheaton named a building after him, he would express his hope that in this new
space young men and women would benefit from the daily process of learning
to love God with all their heart, mind, and strength, just as he had done in his
days at Wheaton.

A student wrote to Steve Ivester ’93, director of student activities,
Yesterday, after Chapel with Steve Saint and the dedication with Lisa

Beamer and so many alumni in attendance, some friends and I reflected on

the day over dinner. . . . We all agreed that there was an unusual atmosphere

on campus that day— such an atmosphere of gratitude. One friend said she

felt moved realizing that alumni had so generously given such a gift to the

students. We all felt the same way. And adding to that atmosphere, with the

presence of the day's speakers and alumni, was an acute awareness of the

heritage and history here at Wheaton that God has given us the privilege of

becoming a part of.

Alumni volunteers are planning Wheaton Club meetings in many cities across
the country and Alumni Weekend class reunions. More than 9,000 alumni are
now connected on the Online Community. How long has it been since your life
has been blessed by reconnecting with a classmate, roommate, teammate, or
professor? Log on at www.wheatonalumni.org.

THE PURPOSE  OF  THE  WHEATON COLLEGE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION I S  TO UNITE  ALL  ALUMNI  OF

WHEATON COLLEGE  INTO A  COMPACT ORGANIZATION FOR EFFECTIVE  COMMUNICATION WITH

EACH OTHER AND WITH THE COLLEGE , TO ARRANGE ALUMNI  REUNIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THE

FORMATION OF  WHEATON CLUBS  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COLLEGE  AND FELLOW ALUMNI , AND TO PROMOTE ALUMNI  GIV ING.
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Faculty Grants

The Association Board reviews applica-
tions submitted by faculty through their
department chairs and the Office of the
Provost. In 2003-2004 twelve grants were
awarded to faculty for special projects,
including Paul Egeland ’77 (education), Gene

Green (Bible), Brian Howell (sociology),
Sandra Joireman (politics and international
relations), Mark Lewis (communication),
Ray Lewis (biology), Wayne Martindale

(English), Stephen Moshier (geology),
Dean Rapp ’64 (history), Lee Ryken (English),
Daniel Treier (Bible), and Paul Wiens

(Conservatory). Six grants were given to
junior faculty members to assist them in
publishing in their fields. In addition, a
grant was awarded for the fourth year to
the science division for its summer program
with student researchers. Reports are
available upon request.

Faculty Missions Project

Since 1984, the Association has funded
short-term mission trips for Wheaton
professors in third world countries. In
2003-2004, funds were made available
for: Kenneth Chase (communication)
taught bioethics to seminary staff,
students and pastors in Brazil; Jim Clark

(geology) taught Christian Tanzanian
well drillers/evangelists geophysical
methods for locating groundwater; Joe

Spradley (physics) observed and supported
street-children ministry in Sao Paulo,
Brazil; Annette Tomal (business/economics)
taught a business statistics class at a
Christian college in Lithuania; Bob & Terri

Watson and family (psychology), funded by

2003-2004 Officers to the Alumni Association 

Board of Directors:

Chuck Hogren, President 

Bob Dye, President-Elect 

Tom Paulsen, Past President 

Susy Francis-Thornton, Secretary

Wheaton College Alumni Association
Annual Report 2003-2004

Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors   Row 1 (l. to r.): Susy Francis-Thornton ’95, Bob Dye ’73 (President-Elect), Chuck

Hogren ’58 (President), Phil Hubbard ’72 (Trustee Representative), Ruth Bamford ’50. Row 2: Matt Hsieh ’93, Barbara Anderson Kay ’83, M.A.’93,

Carol McEwing Harding ’68, Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’78, Judi Hamer Whitecotton ’64. Row 3: Sean Shimmel ’91, Chuck Schoenherr ’50, Tanya

Oxley ’03, Estella Moore Tolbert ’82, Dan Branda ’61, Jenny Fichera Moo ’02, Bill Orris ’85, Paul Armerding ’75, Marilee Melvin ’72.  

Not pictured: Bill ’78 and Sue Fitzwilliam Alford ’77, Kevin Bell ’81, Rick ’73 and Laurelyn Domeck Claybrook ’73, Tom Paulsen ’70.

Wheaton’s 39,000 living alumni in 124 nations are the College’s best evidence of a

mission fulfilled. Their voice is heard at Wheaton through an internationally-elected

volunteer board that represents alumni interests. The board selects faculty, students,

and alumni for grants, scholarships, and awards. The financial grants and scholarships

provided by the Association’s board symbolize the $10,712,778 given by 33.3 percent

of Wheaton alumni in 2003-2004 to enrich the College experience of every student

and faculty member. To all who prayed and gave last year, we thank God for you.

Representatives to the Wheaton College 

Board of Trustees: 

Chuck Hogren

Bob Dye

Tom Paulsen

WHEATON ALUMNIa s s o c i a t i o n
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registration process, and enhanced
services, including a complete alumni
directory. More than 25 percent 
(9,000) of the Wheaton alumni
population is now registered online.
The Association tested the online 
voting capabilities with international
alumni who have valid email addresses 
on file with the College.

Travel 

Two trips to Greece and Turkey “in the
Footsteps of the Apostle Paul” with
David ’75 and Elizabeth Sparks included
73 travelers.

More than 50 alumni and friends (age
55+) enjoyed a week of glorious autumn
weather in northern Wisconsin on the
second annual Northwoods Adventure at
HoneyRock. Presidents Emeriti Dr. and
Mrs. Richard Chase and Dr. and Mrs.
Hudson Armerding were among those
who attended.

and 1978.An alumni symposium in May
’04 featured alumni and faculty expert
panelists and a keynote presentation by
Dr. Robert Linthicum ’59.

Clubs

Wheaton volunteers around the country
helped coordinate 52 Wheaton Club
events that included eight athletic game
receptions, the Conservatory’s spring
Men’s Glee Club tour concerts, and
summer socials, as well as banquets and
brunches with visiting faculty and staff.
More than 2000 alumni, parents, and
friends participated in these events that
help build enthusiasm and awareness for
the College and its community.

Communications

The Association launched a redesigned
Online Community in January that
features a new layout, streamlined

the Timothy Phillips Scholarship to 
teach at Bible College, lead spirituality
retreats and marital enrichment
workshops in Singapore; Ashley Woodiwiss

(politics and international relations)
participated in a reconciliation conference
with Canon White in England, drawing
in people from the third world; Natalia

Yangarber-Hicks (psychology) lectured on
the psychology of the Holocaust to
seminary students in Warsaw, Poland.

Awards

The Association presented the following
awards in 2003-2004:
F O R  D I S T I N G U I S H E D

S E RV I C E  T O  S O C I E T Y:

Dr. Harold P. Adolph ’54 and 

Mrs. Bonnie Jo Adelsman Adolph ’55 

F O R  D I S T I N G U I S H E D

S E RV I C E  T O  A L M A  M AT E R :

Dr. Mark A. Noll ’68 

Dr. Walter A. Elwell ’59, M.A. ’61

F O R  S C H O L A R S H I P S  

I N  T H E I R  S E N I O R  Y E A R ,

2 0 0 4 - 2 0 0 5 :

Holly Elzinga, Kimberly Gilsdorf, Steven Harsono,

Kari Oftedal, Chris Upham, Jeremy Weber

Reunions

Persevere—Rejoice in Hope!, a theme
continuing the celebration of service and
leadership, guided the planning of
reunions for eighteen Wheaton classes.
Five classes contributed landmark
reunion gifts: 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964,
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HOMECOMING WEEKEND2 0 0 4

In September, eight classes celebrated reunions at Homecoming 2004, and many more alumni returned “home” for a full slate of

activities—the All-Alumni Family Brunch, Alumni/Faculty Symposium, athletic events, Conservatory concert, and the Todd M.

Beamer Student Center Dedication, which lasted throughout the weekend. Here are a few of the people and events that captured

the spirit of the Association’s year theme, “Rooted and Established in Love.”

1. Faculty members Kathryn Long and Scott Moreau, with former faculty member Jim Plueddemann ’65, delve into a dialog on missions at the Alumni/Faculty Symposium,
which also featured Steve Saint ’72 (see p. 39).   2. The Class of 1994 enjoys the newly remodeled Coray Gym at the inaugural class reunion event.  3. The Class of 1999
returned to campus for a weekend of reminiscing and fun at class reunion and all-alumni events. 4. The sophomore women conquered the seniors at the annual Powder
Puff tournament “under the lights” on the new turf at East McCully field.  5. Steve Saint ’72 speaks to a packed house of students and alumni at Homecoming Chapel. 
6. Alumni of the Year Jim ’52 and Arlyne Nelson Lane ’52 share a moment with Alumni Association President Bob Dye ’73 and members of the Student Homecoming
Committee.   7. Speaker of the House Denny Hastert ’64 (right) participated in the dedication of a meeting room named in memory of his college roommate, Jim Parmelee
’64, who was killed in Vietnam a year after graduating from Wheaton. Russell Parmelee (left) is Jim’s father.  8. The all-alumni family brunch provided a great opportunity
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save the date
alumni weekend
may 6-8, 2005
Look for information in your 
mail, or call the Alumni office 
at 630.752.5047

Mark your calendar now for Alumni Weekend 2005. 

Classes
commemorating
reunions:

Visit the Alumni Weekend ’05 page on the Online
Community at www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions.

to reunite with classmates and friends, as did these members of the 25-year-reunion Class of 1979.  9. A bas-relief of Todd Beamer ’91 by artist Clay Enoch ’95 was unveiled at
the south entrance to the Todd M. Beamer Student Center.  10. At the Class of 1984 photo op, Rodney Sisco ’84, director of the office for multicultural development, and his wife
Hasanna Pennant Sisco ’86 pose with their sons Juwan and Jabari. 11. More than sixty alumni met for an afternoon of fellowship and a presentation by Phyllis Nsiah-Kumi
’94 at the annual Alumni of Color Reunion. 12. Football teammates John David Borgman ’64 , David Johnston ’65, and Dave Veerman ’65relive their playing days as they watch
film footage provided by Don Church at a reunion of the 1962-64 teams. 13. Despite the busy weekend, Lisa Beamer ’91 found a few memorable moments with her close friends.
14. At the Beamer Student Center dedication, President Litfin, trustees, and staff spoke of the significance of the new Student Center and their gratitude for the gifts of alum-
ni and friends that helped fund this important space on campus. 15. Alumni cheer the Thunder football team on to victory in a hard-fought match over North Central, 17-7.

1930—75th 1935—70th
1940—65th 1945—60th
1950—55th 1955—50th
1960—45th 1965—40th
1970—35th 1975—30th
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Post Your Pics by Ben Nordstrom ’94, director of alumni programs

Baby pictures, wedding portraits, a
snapshot from your Hawaiian vacation
getaway—these are just a few examples
of the photos you can share exclusively
on the Alumni Online Community!
Space is limited in Wheaton magazine,
with all the stories and information that

we want to share with you, so the
Alumni Association offers space online
for you to share photos and the latest
news in your life.

The online alumni directory located
at www.wheatonalumni.org contains
a complete list of all Wheaton alumni,
links to send email (to the address we
have on file), recent class news stories
and photos, and additional contact and
personal information that you have
opted to share. The alumni directory

and all other online services that
contain personal information are
password-protected and accessible only
to alumni registered on the
Community.

It’s easy to submit a photo on the
Online Community. Select the 

“My Profile” menu option, then 
“View & Update” to access your
directory profile, upload a photo, change
your privacy preferences, or update your
contact information. Photos added here
will appear on your directory profile
page. You can also select “Submit Class
News” and click the category link that
best fits the news you want to share with
classmates. Photos added with a class
news item will appear with the class 
news and may also be listed on your

directory profile, depending upon 
the number of active news items you
have submitted.

What a great way to share your life—
and catch up with your Wheaton
friends—through images and news
updates online.

What difference can you make?

Wheaton College is currently considering

applications for the Reunions Coordinator,

a key position at the Alumni Association.

Don’t miss this opportunity to work with

alumni and families representing more

than 70 years of Wheaton classes by plan-

ning their reunions each spring and fall.

Use your gifts to make the visit back to

campus extra special!

For information, visit the Human Resources

Web site at www.wheaton.edu/HR.  

Share your favorite photos
with fellow classmates at
www.wheatonalumni.org.

ALUMNIc o n n e c t i o n s
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New York City, NY March 11 

Sacramento, CA March 11 

Tucson, AZ March 11        

Seattle, WA March 12

St. Louis, MO March 12

Ft. Myers, FL March 18 

Washington, DC March 12 

Des Moines, IA April 16 

Charlotte, NC April 16

Symphony Orchestra Spring 

Break tour! March 4-13

Dallas, TX

Houston, TX 

San Antonio, TX 

Golf with Wheaton Athletics!  

Test your agility with a sand wedge 
with other Wheaton alumni. Contact 
Jay Martin (630-752-5563,
jay.martin@wheaton.edu) for more
information or to find out how you can
help coordinate a golf outing in your area.

Wheaton, IL May 9  & 

Sept. 16

St. Louis, MO June 27

Phoenix, AZ TBD 

Charlotte, NC TBD 

airline ticket sales between Chicago and
Seattle, and, as in the case of Gala’s
daughter,Anna, they helped truck her
trombone and euphonium across the
country where she was teaching at a
summer music camp.As an alumna and
parent, Jane also recognizes that the group
helps parents contextualize current events
on Wheaton’s campus, such as the change
to the Community Covenant last year.

The Alumni Association recognizes the
important role that parents play in the
Wheaton student body—through godly
influence in their students’ lives—and in
the life of the College, through prayerful
support.We hope that parents use the
opportunities to connect with the
Wheaton family, including the local
alumni community and the faculty and
staff who visit their areas through the
Wheaton Clubs program.
by Ben Nordstrom ’94, director of alumni programs

Wheaton Club Calendar

Wheaton Club volunteer leaders are
making plans for upcoming events.Visit
www.wheatonalumni.org for more
details and locations.

Wheaton Club Gatherings

Honolulu, HI Jan. 28 

Tampa, FL March 5 

Providence, RI March 5 

Orange County, CA March 5 

Dallas, TX March 5

Minneapolis, MN March 5 

Inland Empire, CA March 6 

Champaign, IL March 11 

Portland, OR March 11  

Moms Who Stay in Touch

On a sunny afternoon in the Pacific
Northwest three years ago, as alumni,
current and prospective students, and
families gathered at a picnic, an idea was
planted and began to take root: to 
bring together local Wheaton parents to
form a support network of prayer and
encouragement.

The result was W3MIT—the Western
Washington Moms in Touch—a group of
Wheaton parents in the Seattle area who
meet four times a year for potluck
brunches on Saturday mornings to uplift
each other and their families in prayer
and encourage each other through the
spiritual and emotional challenges of the
“empty nest.”

Co-founder Jane Hutchinson ’69 says
that the group provides a unique opportu-
nity to share the heritage of the College
with new families and builds the local
Wheaton community in the Northwest.

Gala Lindvall, a current Wheaton
mom, has found this to be true.“Last
year when I was new, the fellowship and
support from other seasoned Wheaton
moms was invaluable.”

Gala recounts a special meeting that
Kathryn and Ralph McLin attended after
their son Joel (a junior at Wheaton) died
while climbing a mountain in their native
Washington state.“It was very powerful.
Kathryn shared the many writings of Joel,
and his amazing witness. Some of us
ended up staying all day visiting with
Kathryn and Ralph. It’s been an untold
blessing to have them as friends.”

The group serves each other in other
ways as well.They email each other

CLUBSw h e a t o n

left to right: Linda Renfro, Gala Lindvall, Heather MacKenney, Jane Hutchinson ’69
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alumni news

In the remote rainforests of Ecuador—a world

untouched by skyscrapers, supermarkets, and sub-

urban affluence—a small group of Waodani

Indians are learning to use computers, fly 

an aircraft, and fix engines. They are even learning

how to fill teeth, using a solar-powered, portable

dentistry system. 

Only a generation ago, this tribe was still using

stone axes to cut down trees.

Thanks to an organization known as  I-TEC—

Indigenous People’s Technology & Education

Center—many cultures in the two-thirds world may

soon have access to these and other innovative

technologies. At the I-TEC training facility in

Dunnellon, Florida, staff members conduct research,

design equipment, and teach indigenous students to

operate and maintain tools that can help them reach

their own people with the message of Christ. For

those who cannot read and write, training includes

non-verbal instruction videos that combine real

footage with 2-D animation.

As I-TEC founder Steve Saint ’72 explains, the

concept goes beyond giving a man a fish—or even

teaching him to fish. It is giving people the

resources and skills they need to make fishing

tackle, so that they can also teach others.

“Evangelizing the world is like a relay race,” Steve

describes in his book The Great Omission. (YWAM

Publishing, 2001). “In areas where there is no

church, missionaries run the first lap. Then we

should hand off to local believers to finish the race.” 

I-TEC seeks to fulfill the Great Commission by

assisting indigenous churches to become self-

supporting, self-governing, and self-propagating.

Steve acknowledges that one of the great obsta-

cles preventing these churches from growing to

maturity is their dependence on the welfare of out-

siders. “A native church that relies on the leader-

ship, technology, and financial support of 

foreign missionaries rarely can stand on its own

when that support is withdrawn,” he says.

“Technology in God’s kingdom is not an end in

itself. It is a means to the end of carrying Christ’s

offer of salvation to everyone everywhere. . . .

Almost one billion people who need to know live

beyond the end of the road. The people who can

best reach them are already there. The appropri-

ate tools and training generally are not.”

The vision for the organization developed out of

Steve’s concern for the Waodani Christians and

other tribes around the world whose very survival

is threatened by the complex political and tech-

nological society of the 21st century. 

Son of martyred missionary Nate Saint ’50 and

Marjorie Saint Van Der Puy, Steve was raised in

Ecuador where the Waodani live. (They were for-

merly known as the Aucas, or “naked savages.”)

He was only five years old when they killed his

father and four other missionaries (including Jim

Elliot ’49 and Ed McCully ’49). Later, through the

efforts of Steve’s aunt, Rachel Saint, and Jim’s

wife, Elisabeth Howard Elliot ’48, many Waodani

became “God followers.”

Steve and his wife Ginny now live in Ocala,

Florida. They have three grown sons, Shaun,

Jaime, and Jesse (who also helps with I-TEC) and

eight grandchildren. Their youngest child and

only daughter, Stephenie, passed away unexpect-

edly in 2000 at age 20 from a cerebral hemorrhage. 

In spite of the loss of his father and daughter,

Steve is quick to recognize the Lord’s sovereignty

in every circumstance. “I honestly wouldn’t define

tragedy in terms of anything that has happened in

my life,” he reflects. “God has a plan, and some-

how He reveals it to us. . . but even if He doesn’t,

it is still His plan.”

For more information about I-TEC, visit 

www.itecusa.org

You can’t imagine 

what it is like to live

in a high-tech world

without technology

until you live without

it,” Steve says. 

I-TEC’s latest project

is building an air-

plane with the help

of an Ecuadorian

named Galo, who

plans to eventually

return to his country

and teach the

Waodani how to

build one.
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Reach One,Teach One
by Jessica L. Allen

Nearly one-half century after his

father’s death, Steve Saint ’72

revisits the Great Commission with

an intriguing ministry and book.

“
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alumni news

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

How does one plan a memorable 50th birthday

celebration?  To mark a half-century, Provost 

Stanton Jones took on a mountain with colleagues 

Dr. Peter Walters and Dr. Lon Allison. 

Timing may certainly always be of the essence,

but this was especially true when Dr. Peter

Walters and Dr. Lon Allison asked Provost Stanton

Jones to join them to climb Mt. Rainier. 

Though he had only done modest hiking before,

Dr. Jones decided the climb would be a memorable

way to celebrate his approaching 50th birthday. 

Professor of kinesiology and a world-class

weightlifter, Dr. Walters developed a 10-12 week

training program for Dr. Jones. “What we didn’t

realize at the outset was that this is the most diffi-

cult endurance climb in the lower 48 states,”

notes Dr. Walters, whose idea of fun includes bike

racing and leg pressing well over 1,000 lbs.

Dr. Allison, the director of the Billy Graham

Center, had run marathons, but says learning to

breathe at an elevation of 13,000 feet was an

entirely new challenge. 

Teaming up with a group from Rainier

Mountaineering, Inc., the three began their ascent

on June 30. After a half day of climbing (about 

5 miles, going from about 5,000 to 10,000 feet),

everyone stopped to rest. They resumed at around 

1 A.M., roped together in groups of three or four for

safety, and outfitted with lighted helmets and

steel-spiked boots. 

“I remember a beautiful vista of which I was

Mountain Men

only dimly aware because we were on a packed

snow path about 12 inches wide, traversing across

a snow field sloped at about a 40-degree angle,”

says Dr. Jones. “One wrong step meant you started

sliding downward toward who knows what.”

Only about 70 percent of the team, including all

three Wheaton men, reached the 14,411-foot sum-

mit early that morning. Dr. Jones admits, “I

remember praying that God would just allow me

to keep taking steps until the next break; He was

faithful in this request.”

After only 45 minutes of resting and enjoying

the scenery at the peak, the team turned around

and hiked back down—reaching their starting

point again at about 5 P.M. on July 1.

“At the end of the experience, all involved

agreed that it was the most demanding, rigorous

physical experience any of us had ever undertak-

en,” recalls Dr. Jones, recognizing the great

encouragement he received from both of his col-

leagues. He acknowledges, “Both Peter and Lon

were model witnesses for Christ to others on the

expedition.”

And though Dr. Jones says he would be reluc-

tant to repeat the journey—or to recommend it to

anyone else—he will certainly never forget what

he did to commemorate his 50 years.P
R
O
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E left to right: Lon Allison, Stan Jones,

and Peter Walters.

Dr. Walters is ready to climb 

Mt. Rainier again—perhaps with a

group of Wheaton alumni. Any

takers?
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Learn how one

alumna’s research

might revolutionize

your life at home.

Imagine a house with a

mind of its own—the alarm sounds, the coffee

percolates, the shower spouts, the blinds open—

all before you even roll out of bed. When will your

home become this smart? With the technology

that Dr. Diane Cook Holder ’85 is developing, hous-

es could feature such innovations much sooner

than you might think. In addition to teaching com-

puter science at the University of Texas at

Arlington, Diane is also director of the Smart

Home Project. 

While many conveniences in modern houses

are already automated, each must be individually

controlled. The smart home, on the other hand, has

one “brain” that can activate all of these process-

es and perform them precisely when a person

wants them.

How does it work? Diane and her team of sci-

entists monitor an individual’s activities within

the home for more than a year. They then write an

algorithm that captures all the information needed

to predict the homeowner’s actions. Once this

information is applied to existing automation, the

home can make decisions for itself.

But smart home technology is more than just a

domestic convenience; it will potentially promote

the conservation of energy by monitoring and lim-

iting use according to actual needs. Another

advantage is its capability for health monitoring.

“The same algorithm that predicts what inhabi-

tants are doing can also detect anomalies in their

patterns that might indicate some kind of health

crisis,” Diane explains. “Maybe they’re not get-

ting out of bed, or not taking medicine.”  The smart

home could contact an outside caregiver to check

on the inhabitant.

Diane says that Dr. John Hayward’s classes ini-

tially sparked her interest in computer science

when she was a Wheaton student. “He would be

in the labs with us at night giving us ideas and

promoting our creativity,” she recalls. 

The logic and reasoning that first attracted

Diane to computer science have also elicited

questions of philosophy and psychology during

her research of artificial intelligence. “In artificial

intelligence we’re studying humans: how they

reason, how they feel, and how they express

themselves. We can see more and more about the

wonder of God, how He created us, and how we

smart 
living
by Amy D. Richards ’00

are unique and cannot be perfectly replicated by

machines,” she says.

Diane earned a doctor of philosophy degree

from the University of Illinois, where she met and

married classmate Larry Holder. Today the couple

works in the same department on the Smart Home

Project. But Diane admits that their own home

doesn’t yet fully incorporate the benefits of their

research. “If the home’s technology does not cor-

rectly predict what you’re going to do, it’s much

more of a nuisance than a help,” she says. “With

our young children we have minimal automation.

We have a little Sony robot dog we play with.”  

For more information on the Smart Home Project,

visit mavhome.uta.edu.
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3rd generation. Row 1: Abigail Gunderson

(Glenn Gunderson, Jr., ’78 father; Glenn Gunderson, Sr.

’39 and Lois Nixon Gunderson ’39, grandparents);  Sarah

Kornfield (Bill ’79 and Jennie Brown Kornfield ’78, par-

ents; Bill Brown ’51, grandfather; Bill ’50 and Gloria

Simon Kornfield M.A. ’46, grandparents); Meredith Aulie

(Barbara Keresy Aulie ’79, mother; Wilbur Aulie ’41,

grandfather); April Gustafson (Eric ’78 and Sue Beth Cook

Gustafson ’73, parents; Louis Cook ’53, grandfather;

James ’56 and Eleanor Emmans Gustafson ’55, grand-

parents); Ellen Christiansen (Stephen Christiansen ’78,

father; Philip ’55 and Barbara Stricklin Christiansen ’54,

grandparents); Elisabeth Verseput (Donald ’74 and Laura

Altofer Verseput ’76, parents; John Verseput ’50 M.A. ’53, grandfather).  Row 2: Alexandra Kohl (George ’76 and Judy Gration Kohl ’79, parents; John Gration M.A. ’52, grandfather); Julie Lunde (Linda

Madsen Konczyk ’77, aunt; Robert Madsen ’50, grandfather); Brooke McDowell (Bruce McDowell ’80, father; Donald McDowell ’46 and May Vanderpoel Brindley ’47, grandparents); Sara Masterson

(David ’77 and Marie Talayco Masterson ’78, parents; James ’51 and Virginia Felton Masterson ’51, grandparents); Lindsey Taylor (Margaret Jean Pearson Taylor ’48, grandmother); Ruth Armstrong (Lynda

Luft Armstrong ’83, mother; John ’54 and Edith Mackenzie Luft ’54, grandparents; Richard ’57 and Miriam Ward Armstrong ’57, grandparents). Row 3: Tyler Fulton (Steven ’84 and Nancy Bennett Fulton

’86, parents; George Bennett, Jr. ’63 and Marinda Burrell Bennett ’64, grandparents); Jonathan Sharp (Daniel ’69 and Nancy Lindsell Sharp ’71, parents; Harold Lindsell ’38, grandfather; Mary Lantz Sharp

’37, grandmother); Charlie Goeke (Dale Goeke ’76, father; Douglas ’56 and Ruth Swanson Hall ’56, grandparents); Tyler Foxwell (Phil ’80 and Anda Margesson Foxwell ’81, parents; Phil ’42 and Jane

Buswell Foxwell ’41, grandparents); Kirk Michael Walker (Kirk ’82 and Wendy Coleman Walker ’82, parents; Judith Brinkman Coleman ’54, grandmother); Graham Mooney (Mark ’77 and Anne Sherman

Mooney ’80, parents; Mary Ann Nyman Mooney ’44, grandmother). Row 4: Stefanie Johnston (Stephen ’76 and L. Joy Darling Johnston ’79, parents; Arthur ’49 and Muriel Thompson Johnston ’50,

grandparents); Jay Hartman (Susan O’Connor Hartman ’75, mother; Joanne O’Connor, grandmother); Sean Rivera (John Cunning ’52, grandfather); Brian Foster (Doug ’78 and Karen Graves Foster ’79, par-

ents; Pauline Jones Graves ’57, grandmother; David ’43 and Dottie Garasha Foster ’45, grandparents); Cole Armerding (Jonathan ’79 and Deborah Means Armerding ’82, parents; Hudson ’41 and Miriam

Bailey Armerding ’42, grandparents); Jeremiah Woehr (Elizabeth Genoveva Woehr M.A. ’02, mother; Jean Turner Woehr ’47, grandmother).
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alumni generations news

4th and 5th Generations. Row 1: Sarah Wilcox (Linnea Pearson Wilcox ’80,

mother; Lennart ’55 and Carol Landon Pearson ’55, grandparents; Kenneth ’25 and Margaret

Mortenson Landon ’25, great-grandparents); Karen Hooge (Jim ’75 and Shirley Lander Hooge

’75, parents; Charles ’25 and Laura Danzeisen Hess ’25, great-grandparents); Cynthia

Ramirez-Martinez (Sara Martinez Ramirez ’82, mother; Juan Isais ’66 and Elizabeth Fletcher

Richmond ’46, grandparents; John Fuller Fletcher ’23, great-grandfather; Charles Wesley

Fletcher, b.a.1892, D.D. ’13, great-great-grandfather);  Row 2: Jane Limmer (Donald ’73 and

Mildred Swartzbaugh Limmer ’75, parents; Alfred Grey ’11, great-grandfather);  Melinda

Fischer (Lois Fischer Nyema ’71, aunt; Robert Fischer ’42, grandfather; Charles A. Fischer b.a.

1905, great-grandfather; Herman Augustus  b.a. 1870 and Julia Blanchard Fischer b.a. 1875,

great-great-grandparents); Jared Lafitte (Bonnie Brawand Lafitte ’82, mother; John William

’51 and Alice Marie Knight Brawand ’54, grandparents; Alice Marie Neighbour Knight ’21,

great-grandmother; Robert E. Neighbour, Sr., D.D ’24, great-great-grandfather).

2nd Generation. Row 1: Gabriela Hutter (Bruce Hutter ’73, father); Mandi Grimes (Dave Grimes ’70, father); Elise Dykema (Barb Faclo Dykema ’80, mother); Carrie Littauer (Richard ’74 and Alison

Kitchen Littauer ’80, parents); Kathryn Smith (Stephen Smith ’78, father); Evin Perciante (Chris ’78 and Linda Rensink Perciante ’77, parents).  Row 2: Majida Hicks (Todd Hicks ’78, father); Laura Leyda

(Ellen Martin Leyda ’70, mother); J. Katherine Gardner (Keith ’76 and Terry

Turnipseed Gardner ’76, parents); Elizabeth Miller (Kathryn Owens Miller ’76,

mother); Allison Tirone (James ’74 and Susan Dominy Tirone ’74, parents);

Danielle Linton (Sharon Jacobsen Linton ’76, mother).  Row 3:  Sean Salés

(Jannice Smith Salés ’73, mother); Robyn Lyons (Francis Lyons ’76 and

Shawnee Lyons Dufendach ’76, parents); Andria Hautamaki (Bonnie Gerdin

Hautamaki ’79, mother); Noelle Dryden (Jeff Dryden ’81, father); Ben Berg (W.

Curtis Berg ’79, father); Elizabeth Pea (Barry ’80 and Betsy Gage Pea M.A. ’82,

parents). Row 4: Lisbeth Castelli (Carolyn Cathey Castelli ’72, mother); Kathryn

Crosby (John Crosby ’75, father); Mark Johnston, Jr. (Mark ’79 and Sandra

Littauer Johnston ’79, parents); Brendan Smith (Jeffrey Smith ’77, father); Tate

Williams (David ’68 and Sharon Bullock Williams ’68, parents).
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2nd generation. Row 1: Amber McGregor (Bruce ’83 and Linda West

McGregor ’83, parents); Kaite Rassi (Scott ’83 and Debbie Birkey Rassi ’83, par-

ents); Carrie Clousing (Jim ’73 and Cindy Harrington Clousing ’73, parents); Amy

Summer (Tom ’79 and Lori Rowe Summer ’80, parents). Row 2: Patrick Krage

(Nancy Crabtree Krage ’76, mother); Lauren Anderson (Linda Jayne Anderson ’78,

mother); Jessica Miser (Fred ’79 and Debra Krotz Miser ’79, parents); Joshua

Rollins (Steven Rollins ’86, father). Row 3: Sarah Agee (Daniel ’81 and Margaret

Ross Agee ’82, parents); Kristina Jorden (Paul ’79 and Martha Nowlin Jorden ’78,

parents); Brandon Mull (Steven ’78 and Melodie Kosik Mull ’78, parents). 

3rd generation. Row 1: Benjamin Dons (Robert ’69 and Gail Van Wingerden Dons ’70, parents; Jean DeYoung Dons

’41, grandmother); Katharine Olsen (Stephen ’82 and Julie Nelson Olsen ’83, parents; Edward ’54 and Beverly Kott Olsen

’57, grandparents); Melissa Togami (Kai ’82 and Lisa Krula Togami ’82, parents; Wayne ’53 and Marie Krvavica Krula ’56,

grandparents); Susan Crickmore (Mary Storck Crickmore ’77, mother; Miriam Gabriel Storck ’68, grandmother); Ellen Ostlund

(Jim ’58 and Barb McLennan ’60, grandparents); Marah Borgman (John ’64 and Barbara Timyan Borgman ’64, parents;

Gordon Timyan ’37, grandfather); Lauren Black (Janet Swanson Black ’80, mother;

George ’55 and Mary Huizenga Swanson ’54, grandparents). Row 2: M. Slade

Johnson (Glen ’44 and Clare Torrey Johnson ’44, grandparents);  Kyle Bradley

(Robert ’53 and Shirley Danenhour Bartel ’52, grandparents; Hank ’53 and Barbara

Brown Bradley ’52, grandparents); Trinity Pierce (Wayne Pierce ’77 and Joan

Elaine Riskedahl ’77, parents; Maurine Riskedahl Edvenson ’46, grandmother);

Abigail Belcher (Dale ’78 and Nancy Brown Belcher ’78, parents; George ’55 and

Cora Fry Belcher ’55, grandparents); Megan Ranney (Joseph Ranney, III ’73 and

Paula Coddington Ranney ’73, parents; Joseph Ranney, Jr. ’49, grandfather); Liza

Bowen (James ’77 and Sue Penner Bowen ’78, parents; David Penner ’51, grand-

father; Clarence Sands ’35, grandfather); Laura Mail (G. William Mason ’50,

grandfather). Row 3: Stephen Fick (Brian ’75 and Janna Dons Fick ’74, parents;

Jean DeYoung Dons ’41, grandmother); Benjamin Griffin (Richard ’81 and Lorraine

Voss Griffin ’81, parents; Don ’57 and Marilyn Wilson Voss ’57, grandparents);

Elizabeth Posegate (Robert ’45 and Maxcine Woodbridge Posegate ’45, grandpar-

ents);  Jonathan Searle (Andrew ’84 and Jennifer Nell Searle ’84, parents; John

’47 and Portia Akens Vescelus ’44, grandparents; C. David Searle ’49, grandfather); Alicia Harris (Scott ’79 and Judy

Plumstead Harris ’79, parents; Wendall ’50 and Dorothy Basner Harris ’50, grandparents).  Row 4: James Stein (John ’79

and Kathi Mitchell Stein ’79, parents; John ’54 and Martha Manning Stein ’56, grandparents); Joe Hayward (John ’71 and

Linda Thompson Hayward ’70, parents; John Hayward ’45, grandfather); Benjamin Hayward (John ’71 and Linda Thompson

Hayward ’70, parents; John Hayward ’45, grandfather); Daniel Easterling (Robert ’73 and Ann Hoeldtke Easterling ’73, par-

ents; Carl Hoeldtke ’31, grandfather); Scott Gorbold (Robert ’74 and Dianne Block Gorbold ’72, parents; Robert Gorbold ’52,

M.A. ’56, grandfather); Brendan Payne (Philip Payne ’69, father; Carl ’32 and Virginia Hotchkiss Anderson ’36, grandparents).

2nd generation. Row 1: Katie Stapleton (Russell ’72 and Lynn Herring

Stapleton ’75, parents); Chrystl McClure (Mark ’79 and Cynthia Cherry McClure

’82, parents); Bethany Barton (Chris ’82 and Ruth Haley Barton ’81, parents);

Jenna Sveen (David Sveen M.A. ’94, father); Kira Davis (Albert ’73 and Carlie

Ziesemer Davis ’75, parents); Laura LaRusso (Daryl ’79 and Elizabeth Hofstra

LaRusso ’79, parents). Row 2: Tiffany Thompson (Rick ’75 and Jan Henderson

Thompson ’77, parents); Stephanie Smith (Stuart [Skip] ’79 and Jeri Johnson

Smith ’79, parents); Britta Erickson (Richard ’72 and Joanne Zimmermann

Erickson ’78, parents); Christina Blackford (Leslie ’76 and Catherine Gregory

Blackford ’76, parents); Cassandra Blackford (Leslie ’76 and Catherine Gregory

Blackford ’76, parents); Chelsy Adams (Lon ’80 and Shari Keilhacker Adams

’80, parents). Row 3: Keiko Kawate (Dora Myers Kawate ’74, mother); Chris

Stapleton (Russell ’72 and Lynn Herring Stapleton ’75, parents); Kent

Woodyard (Robert Woodyard ’78, father); Jeremy Williams (Gary Williams ’75,

father); Daniel Lindquist (Kurt Lindquist ’73, father); Andrew Khalil (Marcia

Bohn Khalil ’72, mother). Row 4: Gabe Puckett (Sam ’69 and Karen Ison

Puckett ’68, parents); F. Brendan Wilkerson (Bryan Wilkerson ’78, father); Talia

B. Staten (Steve Staten M.A. ’97, father); Taylor Ames (Craig ’69 and Devon

Peterson Ames ’69, parents); Evan Ellsworth (Phillip ’82 M.A. ’87 and Victoria

White Ellsworth ’79, parents).

generations
sons and daughters of  a lumni
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At Home With History
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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Opportunities abound for Jay Hakes to meet

fascinating people and study important papers.

Two of his most memorable experiences

include meeting with President Jimmy Carter

in Plains, Georgia, the evening before 

his Nobel Peace Prize was announced in 2002.

“The subject never came up. But the next

morning, the reporters started flooding in.” 

In addition to the Library and Museum’s

holdings of 27 million papers, Hakes often

borrows special collections for display. 

The most memorable among these was a

printed copy of the Declaration of

Independence. “We displayed one of the 

25 surviving copies printed by John Dunlap on

July 4, which are actually older than the

famous handwritten version,” he notes.

In 1975, national history became personal for political scientist Jay Hakes ’66.

While teaching a university course on presidential nominations, Jay was also

running the primary campaign in New Orleans for a peanut farmer from

Georgia.

“By the middle of the course, it looked as though Jimmy Carter would be the

nominee. It was fun giving the students the inside scoop,” he says. 

This front-row perspective made a lasting impression on at least one of

Jay’s students, who went on to become executive director of the Louisiana

Republican Party. It also firmly established the twin threads of continuity that

wind throughout Jay’s varied career—a love of both politics and research. 

In fact, one of the things Jay first admired about then presidential hopeful

Carter was “the way he would thoroughly study an issue.” 

Today, Jay is the director of the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and

Museum in Atlanta, Georgia. The library is an important research facility for all

aspects of the Carter presidency, with many of today’s scholars focusing on

Middle Eastern and Chinese relations. The museum’s holdings include a repli-

ca of the Oval Office during the Carter Administration, the President’s gifts and

Nobel Peace Prize, as well as an entire section on the Camp David Peace

Accords (with a very personal account of Carter’s negotiations with Egyptian

President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin).

In his spare time, Jay is researching and writing a book on modern U.S.

energy policy that will span several presidencies. Regarding his research of

the Nixon Administration, Jay says, “Looking at every document, every draft of

his speeches, is a bit like doing detective work.” 

And like most detectives, Jay has been surprised by some of his discover-

ies, including the in-depth study and prominence of energy issues, pre-1973.

He says, “I’ve been impressed with the number of mid- and low-level staffers

who had good ideas that may or may not have made it to the higher levels.”

It isn’t surprising that Jay would focus his attention on energy issues when

one considers the rest of his career, and especially his last post—administra-

tor of energy information for the Department of Energy. As the national

spokesman on energy issues, Jay led studies on topics such as global climate

change and how long the earth’s supply of oil will last. 

Among all energy-related concerns, Jay believes it is global warming that

doesn’t receive the attention it deserves. “It isn’t like any other type of pollu-

tion, in that, the problem doesn’t go away once you stop emissions . . . and the

ramifications are international. It’s frustrating for me because . . . I think peo-

ple are just hoping it’s going to go away.”

In addition to his role at the Carter Library, Jay continues to lecture around

the country on energy issues, and says his faith has directed his career. “I

think faith drives you to work on things you believe in.”

“There is history in all men’s lives.” Shakespeare
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Dr. Gregory K. Beale, Endowed Wessner
Chair of Grad Theological Studies
The Temple and the Church’s Mission

(InterVarsity Press, 2004)
An exposition that analyzes the
symbolism of the Old Testament
tabernacle and the eschatological 
temple.

Dr. Alan Jacobs, professor of English
Shaming the Devil 

(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004)
Reflections on the importance of 
truth-telling, truth-seeking, and 
the central role that truth plays in
cultural criticism.

Dr. Sandra F. Joireman, associate professor 
of politics and international relations
Nationalism and Political Identity

(Continuum, 2003)
An investigation of the relationship
between nationalism and ethnicity,
contextualized with case studies 
in Europe, North America, and Africa.

Dr. Myrna Grant, professor emerita 
of communications
Sacred Legacy 

(Baker Books, 2003)
A volume that highlights nine
extraordinary women of faith from
ancient and medieval times,
including Perpetua, Egeria, Hildegard,
and Marguerite Porete.

Dr. Timothy Larsen, associate professor 
of grad theological studies
Contested Christianity: The Political and

Social Contexts of Victorian Theology

(Baylor University Press, 2004)
A study of the definitive cultural, political,
and intellectual forces that characterized
nineteenth-century British Christianity,
and a critical look at the standard
assumptions of Victorian-era Christians.

Recommended Reading from

Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.

Here are some of the more recent books.

WHEATONa u t h o r s

Mission in Acts (Orbis Books, 2004)

This collection of essays presents

a biblically based application of

the Acts of the Apostles to mission

and ministry in a contemporary,

multicultural context. Featuring

commentaries from editor Dr.

Robert Gallagher, assistant profes-

sor of missions/intercultural stud-

ies, as well as colleagues Drs. Evvy

Hay Campbell, Gene L. Green, and

A. Scott Moreau, Mission in Acts is

a diverse compilation of insights on

theology and missiology that pro-

vides a judicious analysis of the

book of Acts. 

Order Mission in Acts and any other

faculty books from the Wheaton

College Bookstore:

on the Web,

www.wheatonbooks.com; 

by phone, 630-752-5719; or 

by writing, 

Wheaton College Bookstore, 

501 College Ave., 

Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Mark Husbands and Dr. Daniel Treier,

assistant professors of Bible, theology,
archaeology, and world religions
Justification (InterVarsity Press, 2004)
A survey of notable evangelical scholars
addressing the biblical and theological
issues that have historically divided the
Protestant and Roman Catholic
churches.
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by Philip Graham Ryken ’88

Emilie’s Mark

hands of our sovereign God and lay
yellow rose petals on her little casket.

Here is what I will never forget: the
holy presence of the child during the
few short hours that she was with us.
She had been delivered untimely, and she
was not ready for life outside her
mother’s womb.Yet her Maker’s
handiwork was unmistakable.We were in
the presence of a person made in the
image and likeness of God.We could see
the face that God was forming, down to
her little blonde eyebrows. She too was
fearfully and wonderfully made—like an
unfinished symphony.

Margaret held Emilie in her arms, but
eventually the nurses took her away, and
after a little while one of them asked if I
would come over and help. I was
reluctant, even fearful, to come close to
the lifeless little body now lying on the
warming bed.What did the nurse want
me to do?

She gave me a card to hold over the
baby.Then she took one tiny hand,
dipped it in ink, and pressed it against
the card.When she pulled the hand
away, there was a complete palm print
on the card, with five perfect little
fingers.

Emilie Rose has left her mark on the
world—the gift of her life imprinted on
our hearts.We believe that she has gone
ahead to be with Jesus.And we live in
hope that her little hands will be raised
at the resurrection, forever to praise her
Maker and her God.

Philip Graham Ryken ’88 is Senior Minister

of Tenth Presbyterian Church in

Philadelphia. His weekly commentary on

Christianity and culture—Window on the

World—can be accessed at www.tenth.org.

Emilie Rose is the third child of Jeff ’92 

and Margaret Ryken Beaird ’93. Her parents

and brothers, Jacob Evander and Seth John

Leander, are finding comfort in the reality

of their grief for their daughter and sister, 

a sign of God’s covenant to redeem his

children through the floods of life. They

pray for the life of another baby due in May.

WHEATONp u b l i s h e d  a l u m n i

The call came at the end of
breakfast. Lisa had gone to Scandinavia,
and I was at home with all four kids,
trying to manage. Bad news: my sister
Margaret had lost her baby. It was only 
a routine checkup, five months into the
pregnancy, but there was no heartbeat.

After I hung up the phone, I put my
head on the kitchen table and wept.Two
little girls came in to see what was
wrong. Kirsten, age 8, put her arm
around me with womanly consolation.
Kathryn, who is only 2, said what people
are always saying to her: “Don’t cry,
Daddy; it’s okay.”

“But I need to cry,” I sobbed.“It’s not
okay! Margaret lost her baby!”

Once I had dried my tears it was time
to decide what to do. Should we get in
the car and drive to Wheaton? With Lisa
away it seemed like a daunting prospect.
Besides, what would we do when we got
there? What can anyone really do for
you, anyway, when your baby is dead?

Kirsten’s response was instantaneous
and profound.“If you want someone to
know that you love them,” she said,“you
need to go and be with them.”

So we went.And then we waited. It
took days and days for Margaret to
deliver—almost a full week of labor,
which she faced with extraordinary
courage.And then the baby came—
Emilie Rose Beaird—with the cord
wrapped around her neck.There was
nothing anyone could have done.And all
we could do now was leave it in the
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God’s Hand of Guidance

In the months following our marriage,
Miriam and I became convinced that 
we should apply to the China Inland
Mission as missionaries…. I applied to 
the University of Chicago in 1946 for
entrance into its doctoral program in
history. My goal was… to be accepted as a
professor of American studies in a Chinese
university, and then use my contact with
students to win them to Christ.

After some months of study, I applied to
take my preliminary oral examination,
which I needed to pass before beginning
my dissertation.The examination, on a
Monday afternoon, was conducted by a
number of professors from the history
department.While studying the Saturday
evening before, I had a strong impression
to read up on the Thirty Years War, which
I did….

When I walked into the examination
room at the university, it looked like a
court martial—a long table covered with
green cloth, and my interrogators assigning
me the seat at the end.The questioning
began, and I could scarcely believe it when
the first request was for me to provide a
brief analysis of the Thirty Years War!…
After the examination ended and I was
told I had passed, I was compelled to

One evening, a kamikaze headed for
[my ship] the Wichita, and despite intense
anti-aircraft fire, kept coming. It seemed a
certainty that we would be hit by the
suicide bomber. But then something
seemed to lift the aircraft so that it flew
between our two masts, littering our
decks with fragments before falling into
the water on the right side of the ship.
The battleship next to us, however, was
not as fortunate.Another kamikaze hit it
and killed a number of men in the
machine-gun nests in the superstructure.
While our crew described our
deliverance as something that just
“happened,” I called it the protecting
hand of God.

Yet I recognize that there are occasions
when God, for His own reasons, does not
deliver one of His servants from injury or
death. An illustration of this is the
biblical account of David’s close friend
Jonathan, who was killed in battle, while
David was permitted to live out his life.
In comparison, the list in the Memorial
Student Center at Wheaton College
includes the names of close friends of
mine who gave their lives for their
country. Perhaps those of us who were
spared were meant to give our lives in
continued service for our Lord.

God’s Hand of Provision

In the spring of 1939, after I had
completed two years at Wheaton…I did
not think I would be able to register for
the fall semester. Despite working during
the summer, I still lacked the funds….A
few days before the fall term was to
begin… there seemed to be no
alternative except to withdraw from the
college. Falling to my knees by my bed in
desperation, I pled with the Lord to show
me His will so clearly that I would have
no doubt about what I was to do.

A ring of the doorbell interrupted my
prayer.A postal employee was at my front
door with a special delivery from
Wheaton College.After signing for the
letter, I walked back to the bedroom and
with trembling hands opened the
envelope.The letter was from the
registrar, who informed me that an
anonymous donor had paid my tuition
for the 1939-1940 year! 

God’s Hand of Protection
The resistance of the Japanese to the
[Okinawa] invasion was formidable, and
included the use of their new weapon,
the kamikaze. . . . Swarms of kamikaze
aircraft attacked the fleet surrounding
Okinawa and caused extensive damage.

WHEATONr e a d i n g s

by Hudson T. Armerding ’41

The Hand of God

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah in the Old Testament refer at times to the hand of God…. 

Because I believe our God can act the same way today as He did in Old Testament times, I am convinced

His hand was upon me in a variety of circumstances in my life [that are] illustrative of the way 

a loving and purposeful God may order our lives for His glory and for our blessing.

Excerpts

from The

Hand of God,

by President

Emeritus

Dr. Hudson T.

Armerding’41.

Copies may be

ordered from 

the Wheaton

College Bookstore:

on the Web,

www.wheatonbooks

.com; by phone,

630.752.5119; or by

writing, Wheaton

College Bookstore,

501 College Ave.,

Wheaton, IL 60187.



positive blessings. A commentator of
another generation is reported to have
observed that the world persecutes
Christians because they are so good, and
God chastens them because they are no
better. Difficult as it may appear, we must
submit to the intervention of our
sovereign God and recognize that He is
not punitive, but purposeful in His
chastening.

The writer of Hebrews describes such
discipline as motivated by love and a sign
of our legitimacy as God’s children. His
goal is to have us share in His holiness
and to produce a harvest of righteousness
and peace as evidence of our response to
His training of us….

A similar insight is recorded in the fifth
chapter of Paul’s epistle to the Romans,
where he could say that he rejoiced in

thank the Lord for moving me to make
diligent preparation for the opening
question.

God’s Hand of Comfort
Three years after leaving Wheaton in
1982, I learned I had cancer. In the fall
of 1985, I entered Evanston Hospital for
extensive tests.The oncologist came into
my room, gently closed the door, quietly
informed me that I had lymphoma, and
recommended chemotherapy.After he
left, I looked over the Northwestern
University campus, struggling to face the
reality of what I had just been told….
Just then there was a knock at the door
and a young resident came in. He
introduced himself as Peter Jaggard of
the Wheaton Class of 1975 and, having
seen my name on the list of patients,
asked why I was in the hospital.
Struggling with my emotions, I told him
about the diagnosis I had just received.
Immediately he offered to pray for me.
As soon as he left, the floor doctor came
in, explained that he had heard about the
diagnosis and also prayed for me. In
reflecting on this, I thought of the
Apostle Paul’s statement in 2 Corinthians
7:6,“God who comforts the downcast,
comforted us by the coming of Titus.”
These men, beyond their natural
awareness, were as Titus to me.

Perceiving Adversity with Clarity
In recounting these instances when I
sensed the hand of God was actively
involved, I recognize that Scripture makes
plain His involvement in circumstances
that at the time are not perceived as

Three Wheaton presidents

together at the inauguration of

Duane Litfin, September 17, 1993:

(from right) President Emeritus

Hudson T. Armerding, President

Emeritus J. Richard Chase,

President Litfin, and Trustee

Gunther “Bud” Knoedler.

“It is important for me

to recount the ways in

which the hand of God

has been upon me. . .

not only to bring

praise to Him but also

to encourage others.”

Hudson T. Armerding

sufferings as he saw the positive outcomes
they produced in his life.This was not
masochism but maturity, and we do well
to keep his perspective in mind….

Not all Christians come to perceive
adversity with such clarity. But I believe
such perception will be given us when at
last we are in the Lord’s presence….

But for now we need the hand of God,
as so eloquently expressed by King
George VI, in the words of Minnie Louise
Haskins, to the British Empire in the
critical days of World War II:
I said to the man who stood at the gate of
the year,“Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.”And he said to
me,“Go out into the darkness and put your
hand into the hand of God.That shall be to
you better than a light and safer than a
known way.”



opportunity to reflect Christ’s love to
students of all economic levels. Christ
calls us to meet the needs of the poor.
Public schools are increasingly the only
option for our poorest students.They (like
all students) deserve the most committed
and compassionate teachers.

Economic hardship often creates the
need for stability.When Steve McIlrath
’93 began his teaching career at a public
high school on Chicago’s west side, his
young math students questioned whether
he would still be there when they
graduated. During his ten years there,
Steve has seen nine principals and almost
50 other math teachers come and go.
As the epitome of a Christian teacher 
who serves faithfully in a public school,
Steve is much more to me than a 
former student; he is my hero.

Dr. Jillian Nerhus Lederhouse ’75 began
teaching courses at Wheaton in 1978 while
still an elementary teacher in the Chicago
public schools. She joined Wheaton’s faculty
full-time in 1989 and currently serves as
coordinator of the elementary/middle grades
program. Recipient of the 2001 Senior Faculty
Achievement Award, she has been published in
several education journals addressing topics
ranging from classroom management to
assessment and Christian teachers in public
schools. She holds a B.A. from Wheaton, an
M. Ed. from DePaul University, and a Ph. D.
from University of Illinois at Chicago. She and
her husband,Wheaton swimming coach Jon
Lederhouse ’74, have three children.

philosophy with their own God-given
personality. He calls some to private
schools and others to public schools.And
often the call changes within a career.

Having offered this advice, I am
frequently asked to defend my support of
public education. Not only have I attend-
ed and taught in public schools, I consider
it to be a vital area of service today.

First, the vast diversity in public schools
includes both Christian and non-
Christian students.While Christian
teachers need to demonstrate God’s love
to non-Christian families and colleagues,
they also offer an important ministry by
affirming Christian students for their core
beliefs and values. Respecting every
student requires that these individuals’

views be heard in the marketplace of
ideas. In caring for all learners, Christian
teachers in public schools can provide 
a model of Christianity in action for a
student who might otherwise feel
marginalized in a secular world.

Second, public schools offer an

As an education professor, I am frequently
asked about the three types of educational
opportunities: homeschooling, public
schools, and private schools—each of
which I believe is viable and valuable.

My own experience included a private
Christian elementary school, public high
school, a private Christian college, and a
public university. My children attended
public school until they enrolled at
Wheaton. Our experiences have been
rich and stimulating for academic, social,
and spiritual growth. In these settings, we
have encountered gifted Christian and
non-Christian teachers who challenged
our faith by helping us examine what we
believe and why we believe it.

When asked to recommend one of

these forms of schooling, I encourage
parents to examine their own educational
views and their child’s characteristics in
order to find the best fit. Similarly, when
education students ask where to begin
their profession, I respond that they need
to prayerfully match their educational
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by Dr. Jillian Lederhouse, Associate Professor of Education

Christians in the Public Schools



“I want to be in filmmaking and be a
director. But my long-term goal,” she
laughs,“is to be the next Oprah. I just
really admire her success.”

And how does this Nigerian American
woman feel about what she has become
in her four years at Wheaton?

“I have really, really enjoyed being
here,” Lola says.“In fact, I’d say choosing
Wheaton College is the best decision I’ve
made in my life so far.This is definitely
the place God wanted me to be.”

to reach out to fellow students 
and give them a glimpse into African
American students’ lives and
experiences.”

A native of Saint Paul, Minnesota,
Lola loves to travel and explore new
cultures. She stays connected with her
family heritage through annual summer
trips to Nigeria, where both of her
parents were born and raised.

Lola attributes her outgoing personality
and ambition to birth order—she is the
eldest of six first-generation Americans.
Yet despite her first-born predisposition
toward leadership and her current role as
president of Student Government, Lola
does not aspire to use her degrees in
communications and Spanish toward
political ends after graduation.

Enthusiastic and personable, Lola Olateju
’05 exudes a positive energy that
immediately puts others at ease.With her
gregarious nature and passion for
introducing people to her own unique
background, it’s no surprise that Lola’s
favorite topic is diversity.This year, as
president of Student Government, she’s an
even more visible spokeswoman for her
platform.

“I love diversity, all aspects of it,” she
says.“I started a unity club in high school
to bring people of different cultures and
backgrounds together. It was natural that
I’d get involved with diversity issues at
Wheaton, too.”

On the Diversity Committee her
freshman year and vice-president of
Community Diversity her sophomore
and junior years, Lola helped co-plan a
chapel with Unity Coalition, and has
even helped professors understand how to
better integrate diversity concepts into
their classes.

An avid dancer, she organized a dance
and step team with Leila Noelliste ’05 to
showcase an art form rooted in African
American folk tradition, with routines that
feature percussive choreographed
movements.The team will perform at
Wheaton’s annual Rhythm and Praise
Chapel, organized by the William
Osborne Society.

“The chapel service is designed to
reflect the African American worship
culture,” Lola explains.“And step is a big
part of that worship experience. I want us
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by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni

Stepping Ahead

“…I want us to reach out to fellow

students and give them a

glimpse into African American students’

lives and experiences.” Lola Olateju ’05



Warsaw Baptist Theological Seminary.
The seminary began in 1923 under the

leadership of Moshe Gitlin, a Christian of
Russian Jewish descent, who studied
years earlier at Moody Bible Institute.
Unable to return as a missionary to
Communist Russia (then under the
Bolshevik rule), Gitlin went to minister
to the Russians and Ukrainians of
Eastern Poland in a town called Radosc,
just outside of Warsaw.A number of
Christian leaders later found safety at the
densely-wooded seminary during the
Warsaw uprising of World War II, when
Nazi troops were destroying the capital
city house by house.

Nearly 60 years after these events, the
seminary started the Institute of Jewish
Studies,“to prepare believers in Jesus for
making relationships with Jewish people
on a spiritual, cultural, and practical level,
and to create appropriate attitudes among
our people in the country where the
Holocaust took place.”

When the Rector of the seminary,
Pastor Gustaw Cieslar, and his wife
Hanna, attended a course for Eastern
European pastors at the Billy Graham
Center, they learned about Dr.
Yangarber-Hicks. Intrigued by a Jewish
believer from Eastern Europe who was
professionally trained in psychology, the
Cieslars invited her to teach a three-day
course on the psychology of Christian
and Jewish dialogue.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in the
early 1990s opened a window for
western evangelists to reach Eastern
European countries once shrouded by
the iron curtain of communism.As
major international ministries prepared
to deliver the gospel of Christ to the
Russian populace, evangelists prayed
specifically for those working as English
translators to be reached with the
message of salvation.

A young Russian Jew named Natalia
was one of those translators when the
Josh McDowell Ministry visited her
home city of Moscow. It was through
that ministry she met an American
family who sponsored her to come to
the United States and attend Anderson
College in Indiana, where she became a
believer. Resolving not to leave behind
her Jewish background, Natalia began to
reclaim her heritage by attending a
Messianic Jewish Synagogue when she
was in graduate school.

Today, Dr. Natalia Yangarber-Hicks is
an assistant professor of psychology at
Wheaton College, using her knowledge
and personal experience to educate Jews
and Christians alike about faith and
empathy.

This past summer, she traveled to
Poland on a missions trip funded by the
Alumni Association’s Faculty Missions
Project to teach a course on the psychol-
ogy of Christian and Jewish dialogue at

by Amy Diane Richards ’00

As Dr.Yangarber-Hicks discovered,
the Holocaust remains the underlying
tension between Judaism and
Christianity in Poland today.“It can’t
simply be erased,” she explains,
describing the sadness and frustration
that exists among the students at the
Institute of Jewish Studies. “Any time
they encounter a Jewish person, it’s an
automatic issue they can’t just easily get
past.”

Like the seminary’s founder, Moshe
Gitlin, Dr.Yangarber-Hicks brought to
the Polish seminary the role of the
Jewish believer as a healing balm in the
Christian and Jewish dialogue. She and
her husband, Dr. Mitchell Hicks (a
psychologist in private practice), covered
several topics in the course. First, they
discussed the psychological effects of
surviving the Holocaust and how the
trauma is often passed down to the
second and third generations of
survivors. “The transgenerational
transmission of trauma is often not open
or verbal, but occurs through the
expression of something subtle, and yet
very powerful,” notes Dr.Yangarber-
Hicks.

They also investigated the social
psychology of the development of
prejudice, ending the course addressing
the need for empathy in the face 
of anger. “We always emphasize that 
you should expect to hear anger,”

Love in any Language

More than 50 years after the tragedy of the Holocaust, Dr. Natalia Yangarber-Hicks visits Poland to spread

understanding and healing among Jews and Christians.
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for empathy, the group attended Nozyk
Synagogue, the only one remaining after
the Nazis destroyed Warsaw. One of the
students met a young Orthodox Jewish
woman there and invited her to attend
the next session.

At one point, the Jewish woman
volunteered to relieve the translator, and
interpreted a lecture on the Christian
response to Jewish people through
empathy and love.When it concluded,
she vented her own pent up frustrations
about Christians to the students at the
Institute. Dr.Yangarber-Hicks observed,
“There was so much raw emotion; all
we could do was listen.”

The class had an impromptu
opportunity to apply that day’s lesson:
listening empathetically to a Jewish
person without a defensive attitude.

“It was painful to hear what she had
to say, because some of what she was
feeling, I have felt myself,” recalls Dr.
Yangarber-Hicks, whose own journey of
faith began when she translated for a
Christian ministry.“I can’t help but
wonder what was going on in her heart
that led her to volunteer to translate,”
she says.

Upon her return, Dr.Yangarber-Hicks
hopes to use her experiences to
encourage students to consider new
international roles, and also to better
understand how the historical,
theological, and psychological disciplines
often intertwine.

But more than that, she says,“I was
changed by the experience, and
hopefully, I can communicate some of
that to my students.”

Dr.Yangarber-Hicks says, adding that 
by showing Jewish people “love and
empathy and understanding, then out of
that context come questions and
opportunities.”

Many of the students at the Institute
were lay people taking the class simply
because of their interest in the Jewish
experience, which was particularly
moving for Dr.Yangarber-Hicks.
“Gentile Christians don’t have to take an
interest, so when I see it, it is so
touching,” she says, explaining,“I grew
up in Russia, which has a history of
anti-Semitism similar to Poland’s.”

Between classes on the psychological
development of prejudice and the need

Gentile Christians don’t have to take an interest,

so when I see it, it is so touching.”

“

Used by the Nazis as a stable for horses and a storehouse 

for horse food, the Nozyk Synagogue is the only synagogue that

survived the desecration of Warsaw during World War II.
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As Karl Barth said,“The doctrine of 
the Trinity is what basically distinguishes
the Christian doctrine of God as
Christian…in contrast to all other
possible doctrines of God.” Quoting C. J.
Nitsch, Barth argues that without the
Trinity, theism “only distinguishes God
and the world and never God from
God.” Until we arrive at Trinitarian
thinking, what we’re doing may be
factually sound and even generically
theistic, and therefore truly within the
circle of what a Christian thinks. But it
may not yet be distinctively Christian.

I do not propose that we de-
emphasize these immense theological
themes of the Bible, much less displace
them.They are indeed the grand motifs
of the Christian faith, and we can
scarcely overstate their importance. But
if our thinking is to be distinctively
Christian, a more biblical approach
requires that we insist upon retaining the
profound Christ-centeredness of each of
these themes; indeed, that we view each
of them through the prism of
Christology.

The theme of Creation? Certainly, but
who was it through whom all things

There exists a tendency within
Christian scholarship in some circles to
approach Christian thinking by
abstracting from the Bible some of its
grand theological motifs—creation, fall,
incarnation, redemption, restoration—
and then reflecting on how these themes
shape our thinking about everything
else.While on its face this would seem
unobjectionable, such an approach may
inadvertently become problematic.

In such a scheme we may find
ourselves studying these abstract themes
as if they can be understood apart from
Christ.We allow ourselves to speak
generically of God’s creation, the effects
of sin, and the final restoration of all
things. Jesus appears on stage only when
we arrive at the Incarnation and our
focus turns to the cross. Otherwise the
Second Person of the Godhead plays
relatively little role.

Do we have any business bracketing
Christ out in this way? The answer is, if
our thinking is to be distinctively
Christian, no. Distinctively Christian
thinking takes place at the level of the
Trinity, where the person of Jesus Christ
stands at the Father-ordained center.

Distinctively Christian thinking takes place at the 

level of the Trinity, where the person of Jesus Christ stands at the Father-ordained center.”

“

Duane Litfin President

This is the fourth in a series of President Litfin’s

reflections on the nature of Christ-centered higher

education, and what this means for the mission

and future of Wheaton College.

were made, such that nothing which
exists came into being apart from Him?
The Fall and the Redemption it
necessitated? By all means, but who was
it who was sent to join the created order
as the sinless Second Adam, to give
Himself on its behalf so as to redeem it?
The Final Judgment and Restoration 
of all things? Absolutely, but who is the
One who will drive history to its
denouement, stand in judgment over 
the nations, preside over the remaking of
the heavens and the earth and finally
“deliver the kingdom to God the
Father” (1 Cor. 15:24)?  The answer in
each case is the divine Son of God, Jesus
Christ.

In studying Christ and His work, we
are inevitably drawn into the grand
themes of the Bible. Such a Christological
focus will not exhaust these themes, for
if we are to do justice to the Trinity, the
Father and the Spirit must be present in
our thinking as well. But in the end it is
vital to remember that by the Father’s
design, Jesus Christ stands at the center of
each of these profound biblical motifs.
We will not understand them aright
apart from giving Him His due.
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Art of Remembrance

Created by Clay Enoch ’95, this bas-relief is

displayed at the entrance of the Todd M. Beamer

Student Center in memory of one of the 

country’s most honored September 11 heroes.

Titled “Let’s Roll,” it was modeled after a

photograph taken by Lisa Brosious Beamer ’91

of her husband Todd ’91 and their sons 

David (center) and Drew, on their way to attend 

a baseball game at Baltimore’s Oriole Park on

August 24, 2001. 

“Todd was a hero, but he was also an ordinary

guy,” notes Clay, who began the work in February

and completed it by August. It was sculpted in

Forton, using a specialized plaster casting system.

“The most difficult part of the sculpture was

being able to capture the subtleties in that

photograph that are so meaningful to the Beamer

family, and to the country, as well.” He adds 

that he hopes this bas-relief will cause all who

view it to contemplate the sovereignty of God, 

as illustrated by Todd’s heroic act, and remember

the change our world experienced after the

tragedy of September 11. 

Clay and his wife, Krista Anderson Enoch ’95,

live in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Let’s Roll”

Clay Enoch ’95, sculptor

bas-relief sculpted in Forton

“


