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Letter from 
the Editor

Iwrite this from my cubicle in the Billy Graham Center; the 

date is about two millennia after the birth of Christ. Next to my office

is a TV studio. In the basement below is WETN radio. I work on 

a computer with high-speed T1 access; I have a cell phone and a land

line. Down the hall are smart classrooms that will never see a piece 

of chalk—professors use white boards, computers, Internet access, and

digital projectors.

This is the stuff of life at Wheaton.

But about 30 feet from my office is the stuff of life from another

time and place—the 5,000-year-old remnants of Tell Dothan.

Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery at Dothan, around 1650 B.C.;

and Elisha lived there around 850 B.C. In A.D. 1953 Wheaton professor

Joseph Free and his wife, Ruby, led an expedition to Tell Dothan.

The College’s archaeology lab and museum now showcase 

their discoveries, which you’ll read about in this issue of Wheaton.

Studying artifacts from lives in the past reminds us of the pace and

brevity of our own.The people of Dothan loved and hated,

worked and rested, laughed and cried, dreamed and despaired—just 

as you and I.Today Wheaton’s archaeologists and students are

attempting to reveal their story.

Five millennia from now, if the Lord tarries, what stories would 

Tell Wheaton, uh, tell? Probably not many. Our stories aren’t written in

stone, but with pen and paper, in bits and bytes. In only 100 years 

this magazine will be crackled and yellowed—and just try to find a 

CD player to read our electronic files.

The real story of Wheaton College will never be found in a mound

of earth, but in the testimonies of the lives that have been touched 

by this place. It is an eternal story of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

who, in spite of our humanness, chose to allow a small college in 

the middle of a relatively young civilization to serve Him and 

His Kingdom.
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Our mistakes and failings—regardless of
motives—will have profound effects on
other countries and other people.We
have a grave responsibility as citizens and
beneficiaries of this nation to inspect
carefully and thoroughly those possible
effects.We have been blessed and enjoy a
great prosperity.We are also a democratic
nation with many freedoms.With these
blessings, freedoms, and prosperity come
greater duties. Certainly we should speak
boldly for that which is right and pursue
justice vigorously—but this must include
inspecting the justice and rightness of our
own actions as well as those of other
nations.
Sarah Borden ’95

Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Remembering Paul Schwarze

I am not a Wheaton alumnus, but three
of my immediate family and other
relatives are. I read in the last issue about
the Homecoming of Paul Schwarze.

I lived with the Schwarzes for over a
month in 1971 at their outpost in
Kalimantan Barat,West Borneo. I had
just left Vietnam after a three-year stint
and was disillusioned as a whole with
missionaries. Paul and Dorothy were
instrumental in returning some sanity to
my life. Stationed at the confluence of
two rivers, they lived a simple life in the
middle of the jungle. Paul walked by trail
many miles to outlying villages,
sometimes gone for a week or two
preaching and teaching Dyaks about the
Lord Jesus and Christian living. Dorothy
homeschooled their four children and
kept things in order.

WHEATONl e t t e r s
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More Local “Global Locals”

Thanks for the nice article highlighting a
few of those in our college community
who consider stewardship of resources an
important part of their lives.They
represent a much larger number of us
who consider it important to reuse
resources as long as possible and opt for
efficiency over “speed” and “newness.”

It struck me as I read about Drs.
Spradley and Wharton driving hybrid
cars, that a significant number of us 
don’t use fossil fuels to commute to
Wheaton College.A large number of us
walk or ride bicycles on a regular basis:
John Walford,Arthur Holmes,Ward
Kriegbaum, Howard Whitaker, and
Dillard Faries (a sample list). In the
HVAC shop at the Physical Plant, five
out of seven men ride bikes or walk 
to work daily from as far as Winfield 
and Glendale Heights.
Ed Bouvier ’88

HVAC Technician, Physical Plant Dept.

Wheaton College

More about “Loving Our

Enemies”

Thanks to Sarah Borden for her
thoughts in the latest alumni magazine.
I have always felt there was something
unhealthy in the way Bush calls others
“evil,” and she helped me see the pride
behind it.

Having studied philosophy under
Cornelius Jaarsma, it’s good to know
after all these years there are still thinkers
in that department.
Prudence Todd Moffett ’47

Masonic Home, Kentucky

I have just read the piece “Loving Our
Enemies,” by Sarah Borden. I was
disappointed because I believe that it
confused personal Christian duties
(considering the beam in our own
eye/forgiving enemies) with the
responsibilities of the state (“to execute
wrath on him that doeth evil” [Rom.
13:4]). In this role it is very appropriate
for President Bush to call the likes of
Osama bin Laden “evil.”

Furthermore, I don’t think there is any
correspondence or equivalence between
the United States and the terrorists of
Islam as seems to be implied in the
article. Surely it is not difficult to
distinguish between the evil of these
Islamic terrorists and the supposed evil of
our own country. Our country and the
rest of the world are facing an evil force.
Far from being equivalently evil, the
United States is engaged in a righteous
action in attempting to bring a halt to
this wicked system. It is more helpful for
us as Americans and as Christians to
stand up for the rightness of America’s
cause, and not to water it down with
nice fair-sounding platitudes about
considering our own sins.
Dick Norton ’59

Wheaton, Illinois 

Response: I am grateful for Mr. Norton’s
letter. He may be right that I need to
distinguish more fully between personal
duties and national responsibilities. But I
have to disagree that the most pressing
need at the moment is to stand up for
the unqualified rightness of the U.S.
cause.We are a large and powerful nation.
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I thoroughly enjoy reading about
Wheaton students and alumni who are
serving the Lord on and off the mission
field, especially since my brother David
and I are third-generation missionaries.
Daniel Mitchell

Los Angeles, California

Kudos for Wheaton

The new format of the magazine is
terrific—more interesting
visually and very readable.
I especially enjoyed seeing
the before and after
picture, maybe because it
was of our class of ’70
classmates, but I bet others
loved it, too.
Michael Melvin ’70

Mercer Island, Washington

I have just begun to read your newly
formatted magazine and find myself
reading more than I usually do because
of your new size and design. It draws 
me in. I like it!

As the associate editor of the 1966
Tower, a totally revamped effort, I recall
the mostly negative reviews we received.
Yet to this day I feel that what editor
Hank Molter, staff, faculty advisor, and
the rest of us did was to provide the
College with a new concept and format
for a yearbook. If one actually read the
(admittedly) few words in the book, they
should have understood our point.

Again, good job on the magazine!
Now I am going to get back to it.
Robert Keldsen ’67

Stillwater, Minnesota

Just wanted to compliment you and your
colleagues on the redesigned magazine.
Very nicely done.

I have “redesign” on my mind these
days because The Miami Herald launched
its redesign last week. Ours has been in
the works for about a year, led by Mario
Garcia, who also oversaw the redesign of
The Wall Street Journal.
Rich Bard ’68

Deputy World Editor, 

The Miami Herald

Congratulations on your fall issue of
Wheaton magazine!  

Having been at the May Alumni
Weekend made it all the more special
when I read of the weekend and saw all
the wonderful pictures.

Last night I got so absorbed in the
articles that I turned off the TV and read
late into the night.Thanks for all the
inspiration and emphasis on the
environment as we together serve Christ
and His Kingdom.

I am proud to be a Wheaton alumna.
Marilyn Camp ’58

Spokane, Washington

Thank you for all the effort involved in
redesigning the Wheaton magazine. I have
moved eight different times graduating 
16 years ago. Sometimes it is difficult to
keep up with all my “past lives.” But 
the Wheaton magazine is a constant, for
which I am thankful.The friends from
my past that I still identify the most with
are the friends I made at Wheaton.
Helen Clark Overmyer ’87

Bratislava, Slovakia

Please Accept Our Apologies

Thank you for letting fellow alumni
know that I won a preaching contest, but
most will be confused in trying to
understand how I could be married to
Ann (Carmichael) ’56 for 45 years and
to Nell for 50. I have taken Ann back to
her birthplace in UK, but I don’t even
know who Nell is much less be married
to her. In the process of merging 
two pieces, you seem to have robbed
whoever is married to Nell and he
deserves this recognition as well as
congratulations for 50 years of marriage.

It didn’t confuse our daughter Allison
Alcorn Oppedahl ’85, or her husband
David ’84 but she did phone us about it.
Wallace Alcorn

Austin, Minnesota

Editor’s note: Our apologies to you,
Wallace and Ann, for our error. It was 
J. Stanley Barlow ’47 who took his wife,
Nell, to the United Kingdom, fulfilling 
a 50th wedding anniversary promise.
Congratulations, Stanley and Nell!
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 
your letters and e-mails as they relate to
material published in the magazine.
Correspondence must include your name,
address, and phone number. The editor
reserves the right to determine the
suitability of letters for publication and
to edit them for accuracy and length.
Unfortunately, not all letters can 
be published nor can they be returned. 
Editor, Wheaton
Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187
editor@wheaton.edu
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included the construction of a number 
of cabins and a bathhouse facility, building
renovations, technology upgrades,
landscaping improvements, and laying 
the groundwork for a new operations
complex. Most of these efforts were
completed in an equally amazing 
15 months.

In a moving ceremony, participants
dedicated the “High Road Village” of
rustic log cabins to be used as a “home
base” for students participating in
wilderness programs.A surprise dedication
of one of the cabins was made to Ken
Kalisch ’71 for his devotion to the lessons
learned through the wilderness experience.

Several generations of the Elsen family
were on hand for the groundbreaking of
a new operations complex to be named
in honor of Dr. John ’42 and Virginia
Culver Elsen ’42.As spokesperson for the
family, Patsy Elsen Hubbard ’73 recalled

HoneyRock Celebrates 

the Completion of the

Nehemiah Project

“And there was great rejoicing…”

Nearly 200 people trekked north on
October 4-5 to help HoneyRock
celebrate the culmination of the
Nehemiah Project, a multi-faceted effort
launched at HoneyRock’s 50th
anniversary celebration in 2001 to meet
the needs of students and campers alike.

Emulating the Book of Nehemiah,
a favorite of HoneyRock founder Coach
Harve Chrouser ’34, Nehemiah Project
was a call for staff and supporters to
renew their vision, unite in purpose, and
work together to accomplish an
astounding feat in a limited amount 
of time. In Nehemiah’s day the feat was
building a wall around the city in 
52 days; for HoneyRock the challenge

C A M P U S  N E W S

Happy Unearthed Day, 

Dear Perry!

Wheaton’s prehistoric Perry mastodon
turned 40 this year—well, give or take 
10 millennia. But it was on October 16,
1963, that he was discovered on Judge
Sam Perry’s property, where the animal
had presumably died by slipping into a
deep pool and being buried under mud.
Wheaton geology students and faculty
helped excavate and restore the remains 
of this 16-foot-long, 9-foot-tall American
mastodon, displayed in the College’s
Edwin F. Deicke Exhibit Hall. For more
information on the Perry mastodon, visit
www.wheaton.edu/perry/start/entry.html.

WHEATONn e w s

Breaking new ground. Four generations of the Elsen family were on hand for the groundbreaking of the Elsen Operations Complex. It was also a

time to honor their “Grandma and Grandpa” Elsen, who are called by those names not only by their own family, but also by more than 80 HoneyRock

campers who visit them each summer at Whitebuck Lodge. Dr. John’s challenge to all was to live faithfully and serve God fully with our talents and

material treasures—a message he’s preached with his life.
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the family’s history with HoneyRock
from its earliest days, and testified to her
parents’ selfless service to the Lord and to
HoneyRock.

An integral part of the Nehemiah
Project included affirming the identity of
HoneyRock not only as a camp, but also
as the Northwoods campus of Wheaton.
In an evening address Dr. Litfin endorsed
the value of HoneyRock as a program 
of higher education, and expressed his
desire for every Wheaton College student
to have a HoneyRock experience.

Accommodating the entire Wheaton
student body might be quite a challenge,
but HoneyRock director Rob Ribbe
’87, M.A. ’90 is up for it.“Bring it on,”
he says with a smile.

Torrey Johnson Papers 

Donated to Graham Center

Archives

How can one preserve the history of
evangelism? The family of Torrey M.
Johnson, Sr. ’30, D.D. ’45 did just that
when they recently donated his papers to
the Billy Graham Center Archives. Rev.
Johnson, who passed away in May 2002,
helped lay the foundation for the amazing
growth of evangelical Christianity
following World War II.

Johnson, a former president of the
Wheaton College Alumni Association
and Distinguished Service to Society
Award winner, served as the first
president of Youth for Christ in 1945 and
worked closely with lifelong friend Billy
Graham ’43, Litt. D. ’56. He also held
evangelistic meetings on six continents
and later founded Bibletown Community

WHEATONn e w s

Wheaton in the News

Ranked Among 

the Best

U.S. News and World
Report’s 2004 college
rankings place Wheaton
52nd out of 217
national liberal arts
colleges that emphasize
undergraduate
education.We are in
good company with
other top schools that
USNWR classifies as

“Best Liberal Arts Colleges—Bachelor’s
(nationally),” considered to be so because
of reputation, program strength, and
students that are drawn from a national
constituency.That is why you will not
find Wheaton ranked among
Midwestern schools classified as “Best
Comprehensive Colleges—Bachelor’s
(by region).”

USNWR also chose to highlight
Wheaton in its 288-page index, the
2004 edition of America’s Best Colleges,
in an article “A Place for Faith,” written
by Jeffery L. Sheler.

A former Wheaton parent, Sheler
writes that Wheaton “is a school where
scholastic achievement and Christian
discipleship get equal billing and where
a vigorous life of the mind is deemed
inseparable from a fervent walk 
of faith.”

For more information, look on the
Web at www.wheaton.edu and click on
“U.S. News rankings.”

The Value of Christian 
Higher Ed

This September,The Washington Times
focused a three-part series on
“conservative Catholic schools, along
with evangelical Protestant colleges,
[that] are flourishing amid a U.S.
enrollment surge as more baby boomers
opt for values-based higher education
for their children.” Wheaton and
several other members of the Council
for Christian Colleges and Universities
were included in the mix. Information
about Wheaton ranged from the
number of alumni in the Washington,
D.C., area (800), to the number of
pizzas and cookies prepared daily in the
dining hall (450 and 6,000), to the high
SAT scores of our “ ‘Type-A’ Christian
students” (1315 average), to the number
of full-time faculty (171) who are
“some of the better names in
academia.”

Soccer Coach Joe Bean 

Nets a Winner

With the men’s soccer team’s win
against Washington (Mo.) on
September 13, Coach Joe Bean became
the winningest soccer coach in 
NCAA history (at all levels), breaking
the record with a 545th victory.This
spectacular achievement was reported
across the nation, posted in the likes 
of the Chicago Tribune, USA Today, Sports
Illustrated, NCAA News,Virtual Soccer
Magazine, Prairie State Athlete, and the
Daily Herald. Check out this magazine’s
story on page 11.
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Take Advantage of 

Archival Holdings

With almost 700 collections occupying
1.6 miles of shelf space, the BGC
Archives preserves documents from
organizations such as the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, Prison
Fellowship, and Latin American Mission;
and people such as Billy Sunday, Corrie
ten Boom, Fanny Crosby, and Jim Elliot
’49.The Archives recently acquired four
recordings of Elliot’s sermons, apparently
the only ones in existence.You can listen
to two of these sermons online at

www.wheaton.edu/bgc/
archives/docs/
elliotsermons.html.

Warden Burl Cain 

Visits Wheaton

The warden of the largest maximum-
security prison in the United States, the
Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola,
visited campus on October 3 to speak
in Chapel and in special sessions 
with students. In this job for 10 years,
Warden Burl Cain boldly incorporates
his faith into his work.Angola, he says,
was “a mission field I had to go to.
God called me.”

The result has been the transfor-
mation of what once was one of the
most violent prisons in America, into
an institution where prisoners and
employees are not even allowed to
curse.Angola houses 5,000 inmates,
about 3,200 of them with life
sentences; 85 percent will die in 
prison.

Now 2,000 of them are professing to
be Christians.Warden Cain stresses 
that “the only rehabilitation is moral
rehabilitation.” Besides vocational, life
skills, and substance abuse counseling,
inmates attend Bible studies and
programs with value-based curricula
like “Character Counts” and “Parenting
Skills.” Many inmates have gone
through seminary training and become
pastors and missionaries to other
prisons.Angola is the only prison in the
U.S. that offers on-site college-level
degree programs.

Warden Cain’s visit was sponsored 
by Wheaton’s sociology department, the
Billy Graham Center’s Institute for
Prison Ministries, and Koinonia House
Ministries.

Church in Boca Raton, Florida, as well
as Windsor Park Manor in Carol Stream,
Illinois. Johnson’s papers are valuable
because they document his ministry,
contain a wealth of information about
the early days of the Youth for Christ
movement, and illustrate the development
of evangelicalism in the United States.
His collection, along with those of
hundreds of other Christian workers,
gives an accurate sample of the many
ways the gospel has been preached and
how the church has developed around
the world.

Preserving the history. Torrey

Johnson, the first president of Youth

for Christ, leads a rally in 

Des Moines, Iowa, in 1948. 

In the early days of YFC, he and his

friend and fellow Wheaton alumnus

Billy Graham would travel

extensively in this evangelistic

ministry. 
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In miniature. Blanchard Hall and other Wheaton landmarks—

including the “popcorn shop”—take on pint-sized proportions at the

Wheaton Park District’s Safety City. Nestled in Touhy Park just off

Orchard Road, it was built by the Kiwanis Club and other volunteers,

and opened to the public last summer. Here, future Wheaties 

like Isabella, Wyatt, and Samuel Anderson (children of Doug ’90 and

Katherine Halbertstadt Anderson ’90) learn how to stay safe 

through games, crafts, role playing, music, and more.  
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Welcome to Wheaton’s Newest Faculty 

Row 1 (from left):  Greg Anderson ’76, communication; Jenn Meyer, art; Anne Schreiber, German; Sheri Abel, foreign language (French); 

Leavh Seppanen Anderson ’95, politics and international relations; Mary Carver, communication. Row 2: Genzo Yamamoto, history; Stewart DeSoto ’88, physics;

Steve Bretsen, business/economics; Melissa Franklin-Harkrider, history; Susan Mitchell, military science; Pamela Trice, psychology; 

Max Lee, Bible, theology, archaeology, and world religions. Row 3: Peter Nelson, Bible, theology, archaeology, and world religions; C. David Ianuzzo,

kinesiology; John Hoyman ’92, military science; Lisa Richmond, library; Steve Loomis, education; Jon Laansma, foreign language.

Sociology Prof Provides

Perspective to National Levels

of Law Enforcement 

This summer, Dr. Henry L. (Hank) 
Allen ’77, associate professor of sociology/
anthropology, had the unique opportunity
to speak to the F.B.I.Academy’s Behavioral
Science Unit during the Spirit of the Law
Conference.

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

WHEATONn e w s

Well-qualified to integrate the spiritual
and sociological aspects of law
enforcement, Dr.Allen was asked to speak
by a senior F.B.I. agent with whom he has
been friends for more than 22 years.This
groundbreaking conference—a combined
effort of Christian, Jewish and Muslim
leaders—was attended by police chiefs,
military chaplains, rabbis, professors, and
F.B.I. agents.

During the five-day conference,
Professor Allen discovered that Christians
work at the highest levels of the F.B.I. and
other agencies involved with matters of
national security.Although this is
promising, Professor Allen says there is still
a need for Christians to serve in all levels
of government and encourages the church
to pray more specifically for those faced
with the challenges of law enforcement.
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Blanchard Hall witnessed an unusual 
sight early one Sunday morning in
August, as three Wheaton employees
riding Harley-Davidson motorcycles met
outside its doors. Electricians Mark Cruse
and Mark Stevens ’80 and Chaplain Steve
Kellough ’70 were headed to Sturgis,
South Dakota, to join 750,000 other
bikers at the 63rd annual motorcycle rally.

Steve Kellough,Wheaton’s chaplain
since 1989, may seem a surprising
candidate for such a journey.After all,
some bikers have a “bad-boy” image not
typically associated with clergymen.
But photos of Chaplain Kellough as a
toddler perched on his dad’s police
motorcycle document his early interest 
in motorcycles. He owned his first
motorcycle at age 16 and for years has
dreamed about making this journey 
to Sturgis.

A trip like this is more about the
experience of getting there than just the
final destination, he says.There is a 
huge difference between riding in an
automobile and riding on a bike.“You
actually smell the hayfields and the hog
lots as you pass through farm country,” he
says.“You feel the raindrops pelting 
your face and arms when it rains.The
heat of the sun burns your skin, and 
you welcome the cool from a grove of
trees as you pass by.”

For the small, sleepy town of Sturgis, it
was not business as usual. Main Street
stretched out for only five blocks, but four

rows of motorcycles lined it, leaving just
enough room for moving bikes to parade
in each direction from daylight to 
well beyond nightfall.The constant roar
of engines and the smell of exhaust 
were everywhere.

When conversation with a fellow biker
moved beyond the optional equipment
bolted onto their Harleys, to comments
about the struggles in someone’s life, there
was an opportunity to talk about Christ.
And sometmes prayers for bikers were
offered from a distance along the highway
on behalf of crash victims and their
friends and family. Six fatalities were
recorded this year; but that represents
only a fraction of the pain and anguish in
the lives of many who had come to the
big party for a lot of fun.

Struck by the uniformity of the 
crowd at Sturgis—riding Harleys and
dressed in similar shirts, headgear, tattoos,
and boots—Chaplain Kellough
comments,“It seemed like they all
wanted to belong to something.They 
all wanted to have a good time. But 
I wasn’t sure they found it.

“Part of what I was feeling on the
streets of Sturgis was a thankfulness that 
I belonged to something that was real and
fulfilling. I am part of a worldwide
Christian community; and I know that
wherever I journey in that community,
I will journey in confidence that I am
sharing the road with brothers and sisters
of faith.”
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Chaplain Steve Kellough ’70, 

electricians Mark Cruse and Mark Stevens ’80 

headed to Sturgis, South Dakota.

Part of what I was 

feeling on the streets of

Sturgis was a thankfulness

that I belonged to

something that was real

and fulfilling. I am 

part of a worldwide

Christian community; and 

I know that wherever 

I journey in that

community, I will journey

in confidence that 

I am sharing the road with

brothers and sisters 

of faith.”

Chaplain Steve Kellough ’70

“

Bikers for Christ

Three Wheaton employees take to the open road on their Harleys. 

by Richard D. Lyon ’99



A Journey of Faith

A New Jersey native with a Roman
Catholic background, Greg Goss could
never have imagined he would end up
in a Ph.D. program at Wheaton College.
At a young age, he had even considered
becoming a Roman Catholic priest.
Years later, when he was a pre-med
student at Duke University, a friend in

WHEATONn e w s

Faith journey. Greg Goss is one of several 

Ph.D. students whose education is made possible

through doctoral fellowships.

an InterVarsity Bible study challenged
him to rethink his relationship with God.
In his junior year, he went on a short-
term missions trip to the Philippines; and
compelled by the spiritual needs there, he
decided to attend seminary.

After earning two master’s degrees
from Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, Greg’s thirst for academic
knowledge led him to enroll in the
University of Gloucestershire doctoral
program.Two years later, however, he was
forced to drop out due to financial
difficulties, and returned to the U.S.
without a degree. Discouraged, Greg
didn’t know how to proceed until he saw
an advertisement for Wheaton’s new
doctoral program in biblical and
theological studies.A photo in the ad was
that of Professor Gregory Beale, who had
been one of Greg’s professors at Gordon-
Conwell.

He contacted Dr. Beale, now a
professor at Wheaton, and was soon
accepted as one of the first five students
in the Ph.D. program. Greg received the
Kent and Barbara Hughes Fellowship,
given by an anonymous donor, which
pays his tuition and provides him with a
stipend, enabling him to focus exclusively
on his studies.

Greg’s not sure of how or where he
will be serving after he graduates, but he
thinks it may involve preaching and
teaching, possibly overseas.

“Without that fellowship I don’t think
I could be here,” says Greg.“It’s also been
a wonderful blessing to have the students
and the professors as a community and
family.”
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Establishing 
a Fellowship
Families and individuals 

who endow doctoral

fellowships are providing a

stipend to enable selected,

deserving students to

devote themselves to

intense, advanced study. 

You, too, can also extend

your stewardship for years

to come by establishing 

a fellowship; and it will give

you an opportunity to 

honor or memorialize a

family member, friend, or

favorite professor by naming

the fellowship after them.

For more information 

about the program, please

contact Galen Smith 

at 630-752-5919.

Current Endowed

Doctoral Fellowships

Eugene and Margaret Logan

Fellowship

Kent and Barbara Hughes 

Fellowship

Robert and Mary Gamble 

Hewitt Fellowship

Ken and Margaret Taylor 

Fellowship

Clarence and Ruth A. 

Sallberg Fellowship

Betty Burtness Knoedler 

Fellowship

Thor W. Burtness 

Fellowship

L. John and Marjorie Look 

Buyse Fellowship

Kenneth and Jean Hansen 

Fellowship
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by Michael Murray

Winsome Coach
Bean
Wheaton men’s soccer coach,

Joe Bean, makes NCAA history.

He was featured on Sports Illustrated’s
“Faces in the Crowd” page on
September 22, but Joe Bean has been so
much more than a member of the pack.
As the face of Wheaton College men’s
soccer for 35 years, Joe was included in
SI (the issue with soccer great Mia
Hamm on the cover) to commemorate
his 545th coaching victory.The
Thunder’s 1-0 win over Washington
University in St. Louis on September 13
gave him the most victories among
men’s soccer coaches in NCAA history,
at any level.

Since Joe’s arrival at Wheaton in 1969,
his teams have won 21 conference
championships and two national
Division III titles, in 1984 and 1997,
the years he was named national Coach
of the Year.They also set an NCAA
record, remaining undefeated 
for a 66-game streak from 1996-98.
His student-athletes have earned 
All-American honors 42 times.

“Technically, they are better players
today,” Joe says of those athletes.
“More have played in club programs
before coming here. . . .Academically,
the requirements are greater to gain
admission.At Wheaton, their character
and strong Christian commitment 
have remained the same.”

At the conclusion of the 2003 season,
Joe’s career coaching record stands at
554-166-54. He began the season with

Athletic Hall of Honor Left to right, row 1: Rob Willey ’88, men’s basketball; Scott Bradley

(presenter); Holly Wentz Reeves ’88, women’s track and field; John O’Neil ’57, wrestling;

Pete Willson (presenter). Row 2: Bill Harbeck (presenter); Bud Williams (presenter); Dave

Sparkman ’74, gymnastics; Don Church (presenter); Chris Wilson ’88, men’s track and field;

David Pederson ’83, men’s swimming; Jon Lederhouse (presenter); Marilyn Scribner

(presenter); Dee Bennett Barney ’82, volleyball and Thomas Barney (spouse). Row 3: Gary

Taylor (presenter); Jeff Peltz ’81, football; Steve Soneson (past inductee); and Jon Black

’83, men’s swimming.
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W
Wheaton College
Athletic Hall of Honor
Congratulations to nine alumni athletes who were inducted into
Wheaton’s Athletic Hall of Honor during Homecoming 2003.This
honor is given to athletes who graduated at least 15 years ago, and
whose nominations by a current or former head coach are approved by
a selection committee.While at Wheaton, each of these students was an
All-American athlete.They were also chosen because their lives have
continued to exemplify high standards of Christian commitment.
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541 victories, three behind retired 
San Francisco coach Steve Nogoesco,
and tied for second with his friend and
Wheaton alumnus Cliff McCrath ’58,
the coach at Seattle Pacific University.

Cliff, a head coach for 44 seasons, has
guided Seattle Pacific to five national
championships in NCAA Division II,
but his team began the year with 
five straight losses, allowing Joe to reach
545 first.

“He’s a walking definition of
authenticity, humility, and sincerity,”
Cliff told The Daily Herald in September.
“I don’t think he has an ounce of
pretension in him. He’s got a heart the
size of Nebraska.”

A former soccer player at East
Stroudsburg State in Pennsylvania,
Joe has built his program at Wheaton on
the foundation of tenacious play.“We 
have always maintained an attacking
philosophy,” he told a Herald reporter
prior to setting the record.“I have never
told any of my teams they have to pack
the goal.”

Joe moved to Wheaton after three
years at Quinnipiac College and four
more at the University of Bridgeport.
Living in this area now for 34 years, he
and his wife, Shirley, have four children
and nine grandchildren.

The 64-year-old credits his NCAA
coaching record to longevity and the fact
that Wheaton is able to attract high-
quality student-athletes without the lure
of athletic scholarships.

“It was bound to happen if you keep
getting the players I get,” he said of his
winning record.“I haven’t scored a goal.”



Dec 6 Aurora 

Dec 9 at Augustana 

Dec 13 North Central 

Jan 3 at Claremont-Mudd-

Scripps

Jan 6 at U. of LaVerne

Jan 8-9 at U. of Redlands 

Tournament

Jan 13 Augustana 

Jan 17 Carthage 

Jan 20 at Elmhurst 

Jan 22 Judson 

Jan 24 at Illinois Wesleyan 

Jan 27 at North Park 

Jan 31 at Millikin 

Feb 3 North Park

Feb 7 at North Central 

Feb 10 Illinois Wesleyan 

Feb 14 Elmhurst 

Feb 17 at Carthage 

Feb 21 Millikin 

Feb 27 Tournament

Feb 28 Tournament

M e n ’s  a n d  W o m e n ’s

S w i m m i n g

Oct 25 CCIW Classic at 

Augustana

Oct 31 Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Nov 7 at Grand Valley State

Nov 8 Calvin

Nov 21 at DePauw 

Nov 22 at Wabash Invitational 

(Indianapolis) 

Dec 5 Wheaton Invitational

Dec 6 Wheaton Invitational 

Dec 13 at North Central 

Invitational

Jan 17 at Illinois-Michigan 

Quad Meet

M e n ’s  B a s k e t b a l l

Nov 21-22 Eighth Annual Lee Pfund 

Classic (Wheaton, 

Kenyon, Asbury, 

Benedictine)

Nov 25 U. of Chicago

Dec 2 Calvin

Dec 6 at Concordia (IL)

Dec 9 Asbury 

Dec 12 Martin Luther (at 

Northwestern)

Dec 13 at Northwestern (MN)

Dec 29 vs. Southwestern (TX) in 

San Antonio

Dec 30 at Trinity (TX)

Jan 3 at U. of Dallas

Jan 10 at Augustana 

Jan 14 Carthage 

Jan 17 Illinois Wesleyan 

Jan 21 Millikin 

Jan 24 at Carthage 

Jan 28 at North Park 

Jan 31 North Central 

Feb 4 at Elmhurst 

Feb 7 Augustana 

Feb 11 at North Central 

Feb 14 at Millikin 

Feb 18 North Park 

Feb 21 Elmhurst 

Feb 28 at Illinois Wesleyan 

W o m e n ’s  B a s k e t b a l l

Nov 21-22 vs. Alverno at Lake 

Forest Tournament

Nov 25 at Dominican (IL)

Nov 29 at U. of Wisconsin-

Stevens Point

Dec 2 Calvin 

wheaton’s sports schedule

Jan 24 Carthage w/U. of 

Chicago

Jan 31 Illinois Wesleyan 

w/North Central

Feb 12–14 Championships 

(Kenosha)

Feb 20-21 Midwest Invitational

Feb 11-13 Women’s Swimming 

Championships

Feb 18-20 Men’s Swimming 

Championships

W r e s t l i n g  

Dec 6 at Lawrence Invitational

Dec 9 at UW-Whitewater

Jan 9 at North Central

Jan 10 at Knox 

Jan 16-17 at North Central 

Invitational

Jan 24 at Manchester Spartan 

Mat Classic

Jan 28 Elmhurst

Feb 6-7 Pete Willson-Wheaton 

Invitational

Feb 14 Championships 

(Decatur, IL)

Feb 21 Great Lakes Regional 

(Mequon, WI)

Mar 7-8 Championships (Dubuque)

B a s e b a l l  

Feb 28 vs. Ithaca (CA) at Point 

Loma Nazarene

Mar 8 vs. Culver-Stockton 

Mar 9 at California Baptist 

Mar 11 at Westmont 

Mar 17 at Trinity Christian 

Mar 20 Loras 

Mar 23 at Concordia (IL)

Mar 24 at Northern Illinois 

Mar 25 Benedictine 

Mar 27 at Rockford 

Mar 30 at Western Illinois

Apr 2 at North Park 

Apr 3 North Park 

Apr 6 Elmhurst 

Apr 8 Augustana 

Apr 10 at Augustana

Apr 14 Elmhurst

Apr 16 Illinois Wesleyan 

Apr 17 at Illinois Wesleyan

Apr 20 at U. of Chicago

Apr 23-24 at North Central 

Apri 27 at Robert Morris 

Apr 30 Carthage

May 1 at Carthage 

May 7 Millikin 

May 8 Millikin 

May 14-16 Tournament 

S o f t b a l l  

Mar 6-13 Spring Break Trip to 

Florida (10 games)

Mar 19 at Trinity Christian

Mar 23 at Aurora 

Mar 29 at Benedictine

Apr 1 at North Central

Apr 3 Illinois Wesleyan 

Apr 7 Carthage

Apr 13 at Elmhurst 

Apr 15 U. of Chicago

Apr 17 at Millikin

Apr 20 Augustana

Apr 24 at Trinity International

Apr 28 North Park

Apr 30 Tournament

Since Joe Bean arrived at Wheaton in 1969, his teams 

have won 21 conference championships and two national 

Division III titles, in 1984 and 1997, the years he 

was named national Coach of the Year.
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by Jennifer Grant ’89 

AS  YO

LIKE
SHAKE

PLA

WHEATO

alumni, former members of the “Workout” theater

group, all work as theater artists.The students traveled

with alumni to the Black Hills to work on the play and

to earn college credit. A grant from the Alumni

Association, as well as a grant from the Aldeen Fund,

supported the effort.

“One of my goals for the project was to encourage

alumni with the possibility of good work within a

supportive environment, an environment where the play’s

not the thing,” said Lewis.“The interaction between

students and alumni was most important.”

After spending the day rehearsing the play, Lewis

organized evening sessions he dubbed “Feet to the Fire,”

during which alumni would take turns telling the group

the stories of their artistic and spiritual journeys.

The use of that ominous phrase, one that traces its

origin to a form of torture in the Middle Ages, was met

with wary humor by the speakers.To lay bare the choices

one has made over many years can indeed seem like a

kind of persecution, but alumni members of the cast

t is more than a cluster of trees. Its floor is 

punctuated with fallen tree trunks and hunks 

of rock pushed forth from the earth’s mantle.

These can serve as stools for outlaws and travelers

who take their rest there.

It is a place of risks, of rattlesnake holes, of mountain

lions, of bandits conferring in a clearing.

It is a place of story. It is the portrait of Shakespeare’s

Arden, into which nobles flee after they are banished by

an unjust duke and are delighted to find “tongues in

trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in stones,

and good in everything.”

It was to this fanciful forest that Mark Lewis, assistant

professor and co-director of theater, brought his actors

and audiences in August 2003.

Lewis’s Wheaton Shakespeare Project began in

southwestern South Dakota at Wheaton’s Black Hills

Science Station and ended after five performances 

of As You Like It at Arena Theater on campus. Lewis

cast the play with 11 students and 8 alumni.The

Under the Greenw

I
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Alumni in the cast were: 

Eric Hull ’81,

Dave Reifsnyder ’82,

David Funck ’88, 

Jenny Sheffer Stevens ’94.

Kailey Bell ’98,

Professional alumni actors joined student actors in 
a summer performance of As You Like It,
a first for the newly formed Wheaton Shakespeare Project.

Andy Mangin ’99,   

Peter Hopkins ’02,

Tim Lundeen ’03. 

Laura Larsen ’01 and

Leah Samuelson ’02, 

helped to design the set.

YOU

E  IT
ESPEARE  \

AYS AT

TON  COLLEGE 

willingly offered candid accounts of their lives.And the

students, some not even a year away from entering the

“real world,” were a ready audience.

Rebecca Blumhagen ’05 says the overall experience

“made life in the theater look possible.” Of the alumni she

adds,“Their passion was inspiring.They are living their

lives full-heartedly.And I want to live my life that way—in

whatever shape that takes. . . .They helped me see that it’s

not always one sort of a life.”

Both on stage and off, the example set by the experi-

enced actors brought inspiration and encouragement to

the young actors just beginning their creative journeys.

On stage, Lewis and his actors took risks, creating a stark

and stylistic contrast between the court and pastoral scenes,

as they took their audience with them into the forest.

And after all, the forest is where it all began. Says 

Lewis, “To live together for two weeks, to have many

relaxed opportunities to spend time together, to share

meals, to play. . . .The secret is that it also makes for really

good theater.”
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Two men who once attended Wheaton

currently direct most of the U.S.

programs for international humanitarian

assistance. Find out who they are,

the successes you won’t hear about on

the news, and why they believe in 

the system.

Who’s
directing
U.S. 
foreign 
aid?
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by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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ROGER P. WINTER

“We are saved by faith without works, but we are in fact saved to do good works,” said 

Roger P.Winter ’64, speaker at the City of Wheaton’s fall prayer breakfast.

Since the time of Jonathan Blanchard,Wheaton graduates have echoed similar

convictions, motivating them to feed the hungry, care for the sick, fight injustice and

oppression, and work toward peace.What makes Roger exceptional is that he currently does

just that—for the U.S. government.

Roger is the assistant administrator of the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and

Humanitarian Assistance at the U.S.Agency for International Development (USAID) —

a presidentially-appointed office he’s held for the last 2 1/2 years. He manages a $2.5 billion

budget, focused primarily on humanitarian assistance.

Of his relatively new position, he says,“I feel better about U.S. government 

assistance than I did in the past. Sometimes you get the view that in the private sector, people

function more efficiently and have purer motives than government people. I don’t think

that’s true. I don’t think the private sector in the humanitarian field has a monopoly on the

morality market.”

In the last 12 months, his bureau authorized a record one million tons of food—

in addition to medicines, and shelter and water systems material—to be sent to Ethiopia,

where “real children are dying right now, in real time,” he says.
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Roger has also been personally involved in working to end the over 30-
year civil war in Sudan, and believes a peace agreement will soon be signed.

Sudan, he explains, is “a country where humanitarian numbers are
astronomical—4.5 million internally displaced people, another 
.5 to 1 million that are refugees, and somewhere between 2 to 2.5 million
dead just in this phase of the war.” He adds,“Our costs for Sudan are
large. Since 1989, we’ve spent a billion and a half dollars on humanitarian
assistance. If the war continues, these costs will continue, and the costs,
being humanitarian, are necessary, but not solution-oriented. Peace is the
solution, but it’s not a workable solution unless it’s a just peace.”

Sudan is one of more than 80 countries where USAID is actively
involved today. The bureau’s role has con-
tinued to evolve under new administrations.
As a result of one of President George
Bush’s initiatives, Roger’s bureau is opening
up new opportunities for faith-based and
other organizations outside of its traditional
mix of partners.

Samaritan’s Purse, for example, has only
recently increased its collaboration with the
government. Roger feels including more
faith-based organizations is a positive move,
although he admits,“where you draw 
the line between government and religion in
this country is a complicated one.”

He explains,“I would go so far as to say
that a lot of the faith-based organizations are
among the most effective—in these
conflict-torn societies, the most coherent
network is often church-related.”

Another recent policy change, President
Bush’s Millennium Challenge Account, will

also affect Roger’s bureau.While this account is being created to give the
best performing developing countries a significant boost, USAID will expand
its work with the “near misses” that don’t yet qualify for the new resources.
“It’s to everyone’s advantage to have more countries qualify,” he says.

About his travels in Africa, Southeast Asia, the former Soviet Union, and
Central America, Roger says,“As an American, it never fails that 
I come back to this country feeling so incredibly fortunate and blessed.”

He’s also gained new appreciation for the value of life.“Seeing so much
death makes me feel like we should do everything we can to prevent it.”

In fact, Roger himself had a brush with death three years ago when he
was car-jacked by four armed men in Kenya. He and another man were
driven around blindfolded for seven hours before being told at gunpoint
to get out, and run.“Believe me, we did,” he says.

This experience caused him to reflect on what matters most, and
reinforced his passion and commitment to serving those in need. He says,
“There are values in this world, relationships in this world, and a God
active in this world . . . that altogether make my life good.”

ARTHUR E. DEWEY

During a White House Fellowship in

the late 1960s, Arthur E. “Gene” Dewey

acquired a taste for humanitarian 

work while crafting solutions to

difficult problems in the Nigerian Civil

War. Today, he’s still problem solving—

as the assistant secretary of state 

for the Bureau of Population, Refugees,

and Migration. 

Friend and colleague, Roger P. Winter ‘64

describes him as “exceedingly energetic,” noting

that their two departments represent “99.44

percent of the international humanitarian

programs of the U.S. government.”

Gene attended Wheaton for two years with the

class of 1955, before his appointment to West

Point, and has spent his career serving in

primarily military, diplomatic, and UN roles. In an

interview this September, he discussed what the

media often fails to report: the successes in Iraq

and Afghanistan, and the importance of U.S.

leadership for humanitarian action.

Question: How is your bureau involved

in the situation in Iraq? 

We put most of our money for Iraqi humanitarian

activities into the United Nations agencies—the

High Commissioner for Refugees, UNICEF, and

some of the other international organizations.

We were also very involved before the conflict

started in Iraq—planning and doing pre-

positioning through the United Nations in New

York. I think the planning we did before the war

had a major impact. We had prepared for 600,000

refugees to flow out of Iraq. We had almost none.

We never had a humanitarian crisis in Iraq. Our

preparations prevented people from taking that

worst step—moving out of the country. That’s the

message that hasn’t gotten out and should. 

Question: What preparations were made?

Food was stockpiled; supplies were pre-

positioned in Kuwait, Cyprus, Jordan, and in

Turkey before the war so that as soon as security

Roger P. Winter



permitted, relief workers could follow the

advancing troops into Iraq to start their

humanitarian effort. UN staff were also pre-

positioned so they could do the same thing. In

addition, we gave money to set up logistics

offices so that information about this assistance

could be consolidated and disseminated. The UN

supported that effort completely. 

I started the first discussions at the UN

headquarters in New York in December of last

year. I think prayer helped, because prayer does

help prepare the hearts of the people we talk

with.  It paid off in that partnership. These were

people in the UN who totally disagreed with the

policy of military force in Iraq, but they did

everything they could on the humanitarian effort. 

In fact, now some 500,000 Iraqis who left under

Saddam Hussein’s regime can come back home,

probably over the next two years. 

Question: In what country have you

seen the most success?

The big success story as far as refugees are

concerned is in Afghanistan. There the success

of American arms and diplomacy has permitted

2.5 million refugees to come back home. The

effort started back in 2002 after the overthrow of

the Taliban. Previously in exile in Pakistan and

Iran, refugees are not only returning, but are

picking up their lives again. 

Our bureau has worked hard, supporting the

United Nations to make the return possible.

We’re also working on income-generating

projects (such as the Afghan Conservation Core,

a tree planting project that will help restore the

environment and create employment for

returning refugees, disarmed militia, and some of

the migrant groups), so that once these people

come back home (to Afghanistan, and eventually

to Iraq) they will be able to find work and earn

enough to sustain their families. 

Question: What are the two greatest

lessons you’ve learned?

I think one of the big lessons is that it is both

practical politics and a good humanitarian

response to use the United Nations as much as

possible for humanitarian efforts. It’s practical

because as an American taxpayer, I would rather

pay 25 percent of the total humanitarian need

than pay 85 or 100 percent. This is the nature of

the work in our part of the State Department—to

get productivity out of the UN system on behalf of

the victims of these emergencies and on behalf

of the American people. 

The other lesson the U.S. government has to

learn is how to do comprehensive planning for

these interventions, particularly how to take into

account the humanitarian impact of what we do

or fail to do. Too often in the past, the

humanitarian dimension has been overlooked.

We’ve had horrific costs to people who’ve had to

move to get protection, asylum, or food. This

should teach us to weigh the humanitarian costs

of operations we get involved in, and also weigh

the costs of not getting involved, particularly now

in places in Africa. Liberia represents a

continuing example where the appropriate

application of arms and diplomacy could have,

and can, avoid a lot of suffering. 

We have to use all the tools—diplomacy,

humanitarian resources, and political skill—to

try to prevent these emergencies, and to bring

them to a quick resolution. That’s the hardest

lesson to learn, because the various agencies 

in any capital — whether it’s Washington, D.C.,

or London, or  Paris — don’t work together

naturally. 

Question: What have your experiences

taught you about life?

In this profession, we have to solve problems

that are much bigger than we are. That’s when

we are driven back to the Scripture that tells us

that the Lord’s strength is made perfect in our

weakness. We pray for wisdom, and we do get

insights and answers in extraordinary and

miraculous ways.

Question: Why do you think it is

important for the U.S. government to

be involved in humanitarian aid?

It is important for the government because the

needs are so huge. We have an unparalleled

situation today. We have three major wars going

on at once: the continuing conflict in

Afghanistan, the guerrilla war in Iraq, and the

worldwide war on terrorism. You also have a lot

of smaller wars in Africa. To deal with these

emergencies the budget of the High

Commissioner of Refugees alone is over a billion

dollars a year; my own budget for 2005 will be

close to 1 billion dollars. There’s just not that

kind of money in the private sector...further, no

government has the resources by itself to deal

with the magnitude of human need in today’s

chaotic world. We need the cooperation of other

donor states, and the United Nations needs U.S.

leadership to achieve international financial

burden-sharing.

. . .weigh the humanitarian costs of 

operations we get involved in, and also weigh 

the costs of not getting involved. . .

Arthur Dewey on site at a dam in Bamian, Afghanistan, in July 2003.
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n the midst of a crowded refugee camp where thousands of
displaced men, women and children lived together in mud huts in the
Congo, Roger Sandberg Jr. ’00 made an unforgettable discovery.

“There was hope in people’s eyes of returning home soon.There
was joy in people’s voices as they saw that there are people who will
help shoulder their burdens.This joy was amazing and this joy was
shaming,” wrote Roger in a letter to his father, Roger Sandberg Sr. ’75,
MA ’76.

As country director of Sudan with Samaritan’s Purse (the
humanitarian aid organization headed by evangelist Franklin Graham),
Roger is one of many Wheaton alumni who have seen the world’s
needs firsthand . . . and will never be the same.

Larry Reed ’80 is another.The chief executive officer of the
Opportunity International Network, he began working with the poor
23 years ago, as a student. He and a friend,Ted Moser ’80, organized a
group of 60 students to travel to the Dominican Republic to help
rebuild homes after a hurricane.

“I came away from that experience realizing how much we didn’t
know and how many things might have gone wrong,” he says.“I also
came to the realization that God must really care about the poor if He
could use even our naive efforts.”

Convicted to help the poor help themselves, Larry has worked for
19 years for Opportunity International — a Christian organization
designed to “provide opportunities for people in chronic poverty to
transform their lives.” Last year, some 792,027 jobs were generated
through Opportunity’s loans.With a payback rate of 98 percent, Reed
says the organization is now branching into banking, so that “people
can invest their assets in a way that demonstrates their respect and
commitment to the poor.”

Passionate about the possibility for broad-scale solutions, he says,
“The World Bank estimates that there are 500 million people living in
poverty.The annual income of Christians all around the world is 
12 trillion dollars, so for less than 1 percent of what Christians earn
annually, we could create a fund that would provide more than

Wheaton alumni involved in humanitarian aid and development assistance share insights for the 

Christian life–learned from the poor.

I

Two African entrepreneurs

can now support their

families, thanks to business

loans from Opportunity

International. 

O P P O R T U N I T Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
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500,000 million people with access to work.”
When he spoke to the group of businessmen and women in

downtown Chicago at last spring’s Alumni Association Loop
Luncheon, he focused on four key values he’s learned from working
closely with those in impoverished situations. Following are the lessons
for living that he learned from the poor.

The first lesson is quite simple: be committed to the poor.At one
particular trust bank in Colombia we lend our money to groups of 20
or 30 people, who together guarantee each other’s loans.All of the
women in one particular trust bank were former refugees—they had
moved from rural areas with nothing, and had used very small loans to
build up businesses in the city.

At one of the group’s regular meetings, the leader mentioned that
she had noticed a new woman in the barrio.This woman too, had
come with nothing but her baby daughter. In a muddy area, she had
scrounged some plastic and hung it in a tree for shelter.

The leader suggested that they do something for this woman, so they
pooled their savings, and came up with $100 to donate.Then they went
to the richest person they knew and asked him to match their gift.A
local hardware store owner sold them a roof at cost, and gave them
enough scrap lumber to make this woman a shack.

When I see people who are just barely making it themselves finding
ways to give and to care for others, I am motivated to do all I can to
give and to care for others as well.

The second lesson is to always treat others with respect. I remember one
woman I worked with in Zimbabwe.When she came in to get a loan,
her head was down, and she was very shy. Culturally, women in
Zimbabwe can’t look a man in the eye. But she wanted to take care of
her family, and was willing to push ahead with her business.After
meeting with the group, she soon became a leader, and in the process
developed great respect for herself and for other women. By the time she
came for her third or fourth loan, she was making suggestions on how
we could improve our operations, and she could look everyone in the eye.

The third lesson can be summed up in one word: integrity. It means
doing the right thing whether or not anyone will notice.The person
who immediately comes to mind when I think about integrity is
Kwabena Darko, one of our first clients back in the early 1970s.Young
and poor, he wanted to start his own chicken farm, but the bank
wouldn’t even let him in the door. He ended up calling the bank
president, and eventually got his loan for $500, which he then used to
build up what is now the largest poultry organization in western Africa.
When I met him, he had already been trying to set up a foundation to
help the poor, and out of that meeting, Sinapi Aba (The Mustard Seed
Trust), was born.Today, that trust has more than 30,000 clients in
Ghana. Here is a man who has been a presidential candidate, and is an
advisor to the current president. ‘If someone hadn’t given me a chance
when I was small and poor, I wouldn’t have made it,’ he says. ‘I want to
make sure that other poor people have that chance.’

The final lesson? Be good stewards.All we have comes from God, and we
are ultimately responsible for what we do with it.At Opportunity, we’ve
been trying to find ways to multiply the resources we have in order to
reach out to as many people as possible.This was the suggestion of one
of our clients,Teresa Mbasera, who used her first loan to set up a little
stand, selling oil, eggs, salt, and sugar. Over the years, her business
expanded.When she became the Coca-Cola distributor for her
neighborhood, we encouraged her to open a savings account in a
commerical bank. ‘You need to become a bank so I can save with you,’
she said. ‘When I was poor and small, I went to a bank, and they
wouldn’t do anything for me. I want to save it with you because I know
you’ll use it to help other poor people.’ (Today, ten of Opportunity’s
partners are now regulated financial institutions and can provide savings
accounts as well as loans for the poor—just as Teresa suggested.)”

Lessons
from
the 
Poor
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

“
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Digging
Deeper

Wheaton’s Archaeology Museum 

and laboratory give students

and visitors alike an opportunity to 

discover cultures of the past.

by Michael Murray
Photography by Michael Hudson ’89

Ap i n  f o r  f a s t e n i n g  g a r m e n t s ,  a  c o s m e t i c

p a l e t t e ,  o i l  l a m p s ,  o r n a t e  v e s s e l s  u s e d  f o r

b r i n g i n g  o i n t m e n t s  t o  a n c i e n t  b u r i a l ,  a n d

e v e n  c h i l d r e n ’ s  t o y s .  

S t e p  i n t o  W h e a t o n ’ s  n e w l y  r e n o v a t e d

a r c h a e o l o g y  m u s e u m  a n d  e x p l o r e  l i f e  i n

b i b l i c a l  t i m e s  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e .  .  .
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Beautifully lit cabinets let you examine, up-close, a fragment of an
ancient idol; a piece of an inscription from the palace of an Assyrian
king; a collection of coins featuring emperors contemporary with
Christ; and an ivory scepter likely used in the rituals of Israelite priests.

A series of specially commissioned oil paintings help visitors visualize
how these artifacts were used in daily life in the ancient cultures 
of Israel, Mesopotamia, and Egypt. But the casual observer might not
realize just how rare this opportunity truly is.

“Wheaton has one of the finest collections of Near Eastern artifacts
of any school in the country—and that’s including the big leagues,”
says Dr. John Monson ’84, professor of archaeology.

Wheaton is also one of the few schools in the world that teaches
biblical archaeology at the undergraduate level, and quite possibly, the
only school in the western hemisphere with two biblical archaeologists
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Wheaton is  one of the few schools in the 

world that teaches biblical archaeology

at the undergraduate level, and quite possibly,

the only school in the western hemisphere 

with two biblical archaeologists on staff.



Joseph’s brothers watered their flocks and where Joseph was sold into
slavery to Midianite merchants, proved to be a rich repository of
ancient artifacts,” wrote Paul M. Bechtel in Wheaton College: A Heritage
Remembered. “Brought to the surface, brushed, polished, and
painstakingly reconstructed by the Frees and their helpers, were lamps,
vases, tools, weapons, and pieces of jewelry,” dating from 4000 B.C.
to A.D. 1400.

In addition to the story of Joseph (Gen. 37), Dothan is also a setting
of Elisha’s ministry. It was here that he called upon chariots of fire to
deliver Israel (2 Kings 6).

The excavation yielded whole houses, walls, and streets, in addition 
to numerous artifacts from both periods. Free brought a significant
percentage of the artifacts back to Wheaton—before restrictions were
placed on what could be removed.“These days, people can bring a few
select things back, but it is much harder,” notes Dr. Monson.

In addition to the finds from Tell Dothan, the collections showcased
in the museum and laboratory include, among other things, pieces from
Joseph Free’s personal collection, a selection of ancient coins donated 
by John Nielsen, artifacts from ancient Mesopotamia that were donated
by Francis Steele (a former Wheaton trustee), and a variety of objects
given by John Rea M.A. ’52.

The museum itself exists thanks to the dedication of many
individuals, most notably, Professor Emeritus Alfred J. Hoerth, who in
the decades following Free’s departure trained several generations of
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on staff: Dr. Monson and Dr. Daniel Master, both Harvard graduates.
The most noteworthy pieces in the College’s extensive collection

(which consists of more than 10,000 artifacts) are housed in the
museum, while the rest are stored in the adjacent Dothan laboratory. Its
holdings include thousands of pottery shards, dozens of whole vessels,
numerous bronzes, grinding stones, pieces of jewelry, weights, and even
seals and inscriptions dating from biblical to late Roman times.

he fact that Wheaton students and faculty have the privilege 
of studying and working with these artifacts is the result 
of an extraordinary relationship between the land of the Bible
and the staff of Wheaton College that began back in 1936.
It was then that Professor Emeritus Joseph P. Free began

teaching biblical archaeology at Wheaton.This field of study had only
existed for some 50 years, and archaeologists were just beginning to
grasp the significance of archaeology for biblical studies. Free established
the archaeology department in 1940, and 13 years later, led the College’s
first overseas study program of any kind.The professor and his wife,
Ruby, traveled to Dothan, 60 miles north of Jerusalem, along with 
several students to begin excavations at this famous ancient city (or “tell,”
as mounds of ancient civilization are called in the Middle East today).

Nine summers of excavation yielded spectacular discoveries and
offered a window into the biblical world.“Dothan, the area where

T

handle used by the Israelite “Shemaryaw” to keep track of 

his grain; a complete grain storage vessel with a thick rim made 

for easy stacking.

Four Iron Age objects (1200-586 B.C.) from the Joseph P. Free Collection:

(left to right) a multi-handled krater used for mixing wine; a red slipped 

jug hand-burnished to imitate the shimmer of bronze; an inscribed jar



biblical scholars and archaeologists. Many of these students now teach
biblical archaeology at the university level, and recall with fondness 
the long hours of work-study time spent with Professor Hoerth,
cataloging artifacts and reconstructing the history of Dothan through
the aging records of the excavations.

Debra Kasen Webber ’74 was one of these students, and today she is
the curator of the lab and museum.With the help of Professor Hoerth
and a team of students, Debra completely redesigned the museum 
in 2002, creating fresh exhibits and installing new cases and lighting
funded by the College.

n the future, Drs. Monson and Master would like to improve the 
lab and museum still further, inserting a glass window into the wall 
dividing the lab from the museum so visitors can see students at 
work digitizing excavations, examining pottery shards, and working 
on publications and papers. In the meantime, the professors are

preparing finds from Tell Dothan for publication in 2005, with the help
of Egon Lass, a renowned field archaeologist.The work is made possible
by grants from the College and the Shelby White-Leon Levy Program
for Archaeological Publications.

Currently, the museum and laboratory are an inter-disciplinary
resource. Drs. Monson and Master use them for seminar classes, and
archaeology students conduct research projects designed to integrate the
finds from Dothan with the material culture and history of the 
biblical world. In addition, anthropology and sociology majors use the
museum to explore social and cultural aspects of societies past.
Art students work with archaeology professors to draw pottery
reproductions and to paint the pictures of ancient life now displayed in
the museum. And geology students are doing innovative work on the
geography of the Dothan region through the use of satellite and
computer data, as well as the petrographic analysis of pottery with
microscopes.

Says Dr. Monson,“Archaeology helps to clarify and enliven God’s
work in human history, as recorded in Scripture, by connecting the
reader to the historical and cultural circumstances of its original authors.
Just as the lab brings such benefits to Wheaton students, it is our hope
that the museum will be such a resource for the entire Wheaton
community and visitors to the College.” ‡

Located on the first floor of the Billy Graham Center, the museum is open to the
public from 3 P.M. to 5 P.M.Tuesday through Thursday, and by appointment.
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Biblical archaeology, as practiced by Professors John Monson (left) and Daniel Master (center), is an

encounter with the biblical text through primary languages combined with field excavation and an intimate

knowledge of the realia (material culture), geographical setting, and long-term social dynamics of the 

ancient Near East. Assisting in the preparation of the upcoming volume on Tell Dothan is renowned veteran

archaeologist Egon Lass (right), who works as a consultant for Wheaton College and the University of Chicago.

I
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Dr. Mark Noll receives the Alumnus 

of the Year Award for Distinguished Service

to Alma Mater.

an atoll of scholarship
by Amy Diane Richards ’00

one shell he expressed his love for that which the evangelical community 
does well and his disappointment in evangelical intellectualism in art,
literature, politics and scholarship. He says,“I sensed that in some
evangelical circles hard academic work is seen as abnormal, unusual,
and suspect.”

Ten years later, he is guardedly hopeful as he sees more Christians
accepting an academic vocation as their reasonable service to God, and
a broader acceptance by the wider body of Christ of those who choose
an academic vocation.

While his challenge to evangelicals still stands, today Dr. Noll finds
himself  “more interested in promoting a Christian voice in the academy
in general, rather than an academic voice in a Christian world.”

His most recently published work, America’s God: Jonathan 
Edwards to Abraham Lincoln, reflects this interest, as it is written for a
broader historical audience. He is currently working on The 
Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of Edwards,Whitefield and the Wesleys, his
contribution to what will eventually be a five-volume series on the
history of English-speaking evangelicals.

Mark Noll continues to distinguish himself not only as a scholar 
and editor, but also as a teacher and mentor, organizer, and churchman,
notes Dr. Nathan O. Hatch ’68, provost at the University of Notre
Dame, who with Dr. Noll co-founded Wheaton’s Institute for the
Study of American Evangelicals.

“Samuel Johnson said that the true measure of a man is how he
treats someone who can do him absolutely no good,” says Hatch.“That
has been the hallmark of Mark’s life—giving service rather than
expecting to be served. . . . Mark has accomplished more than anyone I
know; yet he relies on and clings to these strengths less than anyone 
I know. . . . I know of no better example of a Christian academic who
is fully in the world, but not of it.” ‡

cannot change a seascape, but millions of them 
can, as together they create an archipelago,

a group of islands rising out of an expanse of water. Using this humble
analogy, Dr. Mark Noll ’68, McManis Professor of Christian Thought,
describes his contribution to the field of religious history. He is adding
shells to an atoll of evangelical scholarship.

“There’s never been a great man or a great woman; it always 
has to be a corporate enterprise in which an individual contributes his
or her mite. If enough people do it over a long time then it really
becomes something significant,” said Dr. Noll at the Homecoming
Weekend ceremony where he received the Alumni Association’s
Alumnus of the Year 2003 Award for Distinguished Service to Alma
Mater.

Many might argue that Dr. Noll’s contributions have changed the
seascape in and of themselves. Reviewing his most recent book in 
The New Republic, historian Eugene Genovese recently wrote,“The
wonderfully prolific Noll—as fine a historian as America now
boasts—offers a rich and learned and deeply thoughtful magnum opus
that is destined to shape discussions of the history of American
religion and politics for a long time.”

After receiving his Ph.D. in American religious history from
Vanderbilt University, Mark focused his research on the interaction of
Christianity and cultures in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
Anglo-American societies.

Now the author, co-author, or editor of upwards of 25 books (he
himself isn’t certain exactly how many), Dr. Noll has taught at Wheaton
for 25 years. He has also lectured everywhere from Harvard and Yale to
Regent and Oxford, all the while shepherding Christian scholars the
world over by reviewing many books, manuscripts, and dissertations.

In perhaps his best-known work, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind,



profession and one of unequaled
importance for its influence upon
the minds and morals of the
people.”

Notes Taylor,“Unfortunately, it’s
often the terrible events that knit a
community together. There is a
fine line between exploiting a
tragedy and being the vehicle
through which people process
their grief. I think we were able to
walk that line successfully, and
that’s what made this story special
to me.”

The staff gave the $7,500
monetary award that accom-
panied the certificate to the
families of the boys.
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Taylor Armerding ’70 and his colleagues earn the most prestigious award in the field of journalism.
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December 14, 2002, found the
staff at The Eagle-Tribune
preparing for their annual
Christmas party. But before the
close of the day, the party had
been canceled. “Come to work,”

read the sign on the city editor’s
door.

The editor had received word
of an unfolding tragedy. Seven
young boys walking home from
an after-school program had
stopped to do some exploring on
the ice-covered Merrimack River
in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

“One of the boys went out on
the ice and fell in, then several of
his friends tried to help,”
explains Taylor Armerding ’70,
then the metro columnist for 

Sunday EagleTribuneT H E  M A K I N G  O F  A  P U L I T Z E R

the paper.
The paper not only covered

the heart-wrenching news of the
deaths of four of the local boys,
it gave their families a voice, and
covered the issues that sprang up
in the aftermath. For the paper’s
in-depth coverage of this
breaking news story, The Eagle-
Tribune was awarded journal-
ism’s highest honor—a Pulitzer
Prize.

“I think the fact that we were
able to talk to the families, and tell
the story in their own words
made it very compelling, and
helped others understand the
situation,” says Taylor.

He explains that the deaths of
these young boys ignited some
smoldering local issues. “There is
quite a bit of talk radio here, and
on one of the talk shows in
particular the hosts were asking
where the parents were, and
saying that they were to blame….
It had racial overtones,” he says,
explaining that the four boys were
Latino.

Two of Taylor’s columns were
included in the prize-winning
package. The first defended the
grieving parents.

He wrote, “While the adults
responsible for these precious
young boys may have plenty of
flaws, just like the rest of us,
…They are not to blame for the

deaths of their children.”
His second column was aimed

at the city council’s subsequent
proposal to fence off portions of
the river in an effort to prevent
future accidents. He explains,
“Kids will go over, under, around,
and through the fence—all it will
do is inhibit our ability to rescue
them.”

A journalist for more than 
25 years, with three grown boys
of his own,Taylor appreciates the
significance of the honor—one
that frequently goes to major
papers. But he also believes, like
Pulitzer himself, that the work is
often its own reward. Pulitzer
once called journalism “a noble

In his 1904 will, Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the

New York World and St. Louis Post-Dispatch, provided 

for the establishment of Pulitzer Prizes as incentives 

to excellence, according to the Pulitzer web site.Today,

more than 2,000 entries are

submitted each year in Pulitzer

Prize competitions, and one

award is normally presented 

in each of the 21 categories.

These prizes remain the 

most sought-after accolades in

journalism, letters, and music.

Prize PossessionTaylor Armerding ’70

-
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A reunion weekend at Wheaton provides a glimpse of what God 

is doing among His people all over the world.The reunion

celebrations are lovingly prepared by dozens of alumni volunteers,

and we are grateful to them for this service to Wheaton and to 

their classmates.

At Homecoming Chapel Kari Miller ’93, a sixth-grade 

public school teacher in the Twin Cities, poured out her passion and vision for

people suffering and dying from the AIDS virus in Africa. John Crosby ’75,

Kari’s pastor at Christ Presbyterian Church in Edina, was here to commend

Kari’s work among his church laity and to pray for Wheaton’s students and

alumni as the church responds to this worldwide crisis. David Iglesias ’80,

U.S.Attorney for the District of New Mexico came to encourage the Thunder

football team and coaches at their chapel, and then met with alumni of color

and their families on Saturday evening, sharing insights about the realities of law 

and justice in our post-9/11 society, including racial profiling.

Family, colleagues, and former students of the late Professor Ivan Fahs ’54

honored his memory by naming a Blanchard seminar room after him and 

establishing a writing prize for students. Professor Mark Noll ’68, after receiving

the Alumnus of the Year for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater in a private

reception, paid an eloquent tribute to his family, his church, and his colleagues

for making his scholarly pursuits possible over the past 25 years.

On Sunday morning at a worship service in Pierce Chapel, Ryan 

Mohrman ’93, director of Timberline Lodge in Winterpark, Colorado, and a

Wheaton Club volunteer, reflected with his classmates on their 10-year

landmark.These young alumni, many with small children in their arms, spoke 

of struggles and grace given, just like Wheatonites coming before them.

Their stories were new “stones of remembrance,” to add to the edifice created

through the years by men and women who rejoice with them in the hope 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

THE PURPOSE  OF  THE  WHEATON COLLEGE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION I S  TO UNITE  ALL  ALUMNI  OF

WHEATON COLLEGE  INTO A  COMPACT ORGANIZATION FOR EFFECTIVE  COMMUNICATION WITH

EACH OTHER AND WITH THE COLLEGE , TO ARRANGE ALUMNI  REUNIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THE

FORMATION OF  WHEATON CLUBS  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COLLEGE  AND FELLOW ALUMNI , AND TO PROMOTE ALUMNI  GIV ING.



Faculty Grants

The Alumni Board reviews applications
submitted by faculty through department
chairs and the Office of the Provost. In
2002-2003 six grants were awarded: Amy

Black (Politics & International Relations),
Kent Gramm (English), Sandra Joireman

(Politics & International Relations),
Kathy Kastner (Conservatory), Jill Lederhouse

(Education) and Dan Sommerville (Conserva-
tory). Five grants were given to junior
faculty members to assist them in publish-
ing.Also, a grant went to the summer
science division for student researchers.

Wheaton College Alumni Association
Annual Report 2002-2003

WHEATON ALUMNIa s s o c i a t i o n

Faculty Missions Project

Since 1984, the Association has funded
short-term mission trips for Wheaton
professors in third world countries. In
2002-2003, funds were made available
for: Greg Beale (Grad Theological Studies)
taught a course at the Evangelical
Theological College of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia; Jim Clark (Geology) drilled
water wells in three small villages in
Tanzania; Jeffrey Greenberg (Geology)
provided instruction for  YWAM

missionaries in South Africa; Scott

Hafemann (Foreign Language) taught a

five-day “reconciliation” conference 
in Chad; Jim Halteman (Business/
Economics) taught business classes in
Lithuania; John Hayward (Math/Computer
Science) conducted a summer 
school program in Ethiopia started by
Paul Isihara; and David Malone (Special
Collections/Archives) assisted 
the Nairobi Evangelical Graduate 
School of Theology library in their
initial stage of computerization 
and automation. Reports are available 
for review in the Association 
office.
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Wheaton College enjoys a strong alumni identity demonstrated in many ways.

The Alumni Association’s nationally-elected board of directors provides volunteer

leadership for the Association, designating grants, awards, and scholarships 

to faculty, students, and distinguished alumni each year. These grants and awards

symbolize the faithful giving of alumni to the annual fund, which provides

support for all faculty and all students. Last year 36.7% of Wheaton alumni gave

$6,168,201 to the College. To each one who gave and prayed, thank you for

making Wheaton strong.

Wheaton College Alumni Association 

Board of Directors  Front (l. to r.): Judi Hamer

Whitecotton ’64, Ruth Bamford ’50, Jenny Fichera

Moo ’02, Kevin Bell ’81, Bob Dye,’73 (President-

Elect), Chuck Hogren ’58 (President), Matt Hsieh ’93,

Estella Moore Tolbert ’82, Dan Branda ’61, 

Laurelyn Domeck Claybrook ’73, Rick Claybrook ’73.

Back: Marilee Melvin ’72, Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77,

Barbara Anderson Kay ’83, MA ’93, Leilani Perez

Mayo ’01, Shane Scott ’96, Brian Wildman ’85, 

Phil Hubbard ’72 (Trustee Representative), 

Dwight Nelson ’72, Marilyn Himmel ’55, Carol

McEwing Harding ’68, Randy Ellison ’77. Not

pictured: Bill ’78 and Sue Fitzwilliam Alford ’77, 

Tom Paulsen ’70 (Past President).
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Awards

The Association presented the following
awards in 2002-2003:
F O R  D I S T I N G U I S H E D

S E RV I C E  T O  S O C I E T Y

Mr. Todd M. Beamer, BA ’91 
(1968-2001) and 
Mrs. Lisa K. Brosious Beamer, BA ’91 
Luci Deck Shaw, BA ’53 
Dr. Richard N. Longenecker, 

BA ’53, MA ’56

F O R  D I S T I N G U I S H E D

S E RV I C E  T O  F A M I LY

Dr. Walter B. Hull, BS ’59 and 
Mrs. Nancy Rutherford Hull, BS ’60 

F O R  S C H O L A R S H I P S  I N  T H E I R

S E N I O R  Y E A R , 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4

Sarah Day, Peter Janci, Laura Roy, Ezra Watnik,

Gustave Woerner

Reunions

“Take Courage!” – a theme celebrating
service and leadership – set the stage 
for the yearlong reunion celebrations
involving eighteen classes. Seven 
reunion classes celebrated reunions 
with landmark gifts to the Alumni 
Fund, the Beamer Center, scholarships,
and endowed funds honoring Barry ’87
and Julie Colmery ’88, and Dr. Ken
Kantzer LHD.The annual Alumni
Symposium in May featured
distinguished alumni panelists and
President Litfin who reflected on
“Courage in Community: Love, Liberty,
and Discernment,” based on the year
theme of the Center for Applied
Christian Ethics (CACE).

Clubs

There were 129 Wheaton alumni
volunteers who organized 50 Wheaton
Club events around the country last year,
and 19 staff and faculty traveled to meet
with more than 2,000 alumni attendees at
these meetings. Many Clubs revitalized
their local Wheaton presence through a
variety of new events, expanded
committees, and partnership with the
Conservatory and Admissions offices.

Communications

The Association got ready to launch a
state-of-the-art communication system
between alumni and the College
(November 2003). Over 2,200 new users
registered last year, with a total base 
of 7,692 communicating electronically.
Thirty-five Wheaton classes share “Class
News” on the password protected website
(www.wheatonalumni.org).

The Association continued its 
long tradition of publishing a Daily Events
Calendar and tri-annual print Alumni
Directory. We celebrate the redesigned
Wheaton magazine with thanks 
to Georgia Douglass ’70, M.A. ’94.

Travel

Two trips to Greece and Turkey “in the
footsteps of the Apostle Paul” with 
David ’75 and Elizabeth Sparks included 
a total of 72 passengers. (The trip will 
be offered again, due to high praise.)
More than fifty alumni and friends (age
55+) enjoyed a week in northern
Wisconsin for the first Northwoods
Adventure retreat with the three living
College presidents and their wives.

Wheaton 
College 
Alumni 
Association 
Tour

April 2-16, 2004
June 4-18, 2004

Contact:
The Alumni Office or
Footstep Ministries
972.418.6103
www.footstepministries.orgG
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2004

Following the
footsteps of Paul
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More than 1,500 alumni and their families returned “home” to Wheaton in late September 

for reunions with classmates and professors, and were encouraged with the theme, “Rejoice in Hope,” 

as they run the race of life with perseverance.

1.  It is always great to see President Emeritus Hudson ’41 and Miriam Armerding ’42 back on campus. 2.  Throughout the day on Saturday, hundreds of

alumni, spouses, and children gathered for photos on the Graham Center steps. 3.  Reunion Central in the Eckert Recreation Center was the place to register

and greet former classmates. 4.  A former dean, alumna Ruth Bamford ’50, caught up with Michelle Mack ’93 (right) and Jennifer Cate ’93. 5.  More than 700

alumni and families enjoyed a brunch in Hendrickson Gym. 6.  David Iglesias ’80, who serves as U.S. Attorney for the District of New Mexico, spoke at a

reunion brunch, the Alumni of Color reunion, and the Thunder football chapel. 7.  At the football halftime ceremony, Chuck Hogren ’58 (left), president of

1 2
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the Alumni Association, and Wheaton College President Duane Litfin (right), presented the Alumnus of the Year Award to Professor Mark Noll ’68, who

stands next to his wife, Maggie ’69. 8.  “Winningest” soccer coach Joe Bean and his wife Shirley were special guests at the Homecoming brunch. 9.  For

the 13th year, Randy Gruendyke ’82 emceed the family brunch. 10.  President Emeritus Dick Chase was on hand to visit with alumni and enjoy the

festivities. 11.  Junelah Putnam ’05 (right) is chairperson of the student organization Unity Coalition, which Leslie Clark ’03 (left) cofounded. The two met up

at the Alumni of Color Reunion event. 12.  Alumni cheer on the Thunder football team. Their efforts paid off, as Wheaton beat Elmhurst 23-19.

save the date
alumni weekend
may 7-9 2004
Look for information in your 
mail, or call the Alumni office 
at 630.752.5047

7

10

11

9

8

Mark your calendar now for Alumni Weekend 2004. 

Classes 1929–75th 1934– 70th
commemorating 1939–65th 1944– 60th
reunions: 1949–55th 1954– 50th

1959–45th 1964– 40th
1969–35th 1974– 30th

Visit the Alumni Weekend ‘04 page on the Wheaton
College Web site: www.wheaton.edu/alumni/reunions



who have registered for the community,
and which pieces you want to keep
private. In addition, you can add your
favorite photo and an update of what’s
been happening in your life since leaving
campus in a class notes section that 
is integrated with the directory listings.

Other redesigned Online Community
services include a more user-friendly
registration process, improved electronic
career resources, permanent email
forwarding, and much more. Visit
www.wheatonalumni.org today to connect
with your classmates and the Wheaton
family across the world.

information about your classmates, or
update your own contact information
quickly and easily anytime day or night.
In addition to containing information
about all Wheaton alumni, the password-
protected directory is searchable by
name, maiden name, class year, major,
location, etc., so even if it’s been a 
while since you’ve talked with certain
friends, you’ll still be able to find them.

Do you prefer having classmates
contact you by email? As an alumnus, the
online directory allows you to select
which pieces of personal information you
want to share publicly with other alumni

We heard your requests and have
responded!  

The redesigned directory on the Alumni
Association’s Online Community makes
it easier than ever for you to access 
the same alumni contact information
through the Internet that you have 
in the print alumni directory. Now you
can find the most up-to-date

But don’t just take my word for it. Listen to a few of the

memorable experiences shared by other Adventurers....

“It was truly a retreat for me that brought new spiritual strength. I came hesitant

about whether I could ‘fit in’ and quickly discovered I had no reason to worry.”

“I will never forget the people and their stories, or the hilarious talent show.”

“We actually made it back to shore in the big canoe.” “It was great to expand

horizons, to think new thoughts about important issues.” “To go from living

alone, and sometimes not talking to anyone except a telemarketer all day, to

eating, walking, sleeping, interacting all day and night with others is both joy

and stress. I came home longing for more worship, more friends, more chal-

lenge, more learning, more beauty.” “It was one of the best weeks of my life.”

ALUMNIc o n n e c t i o n s
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New and Improved Online Directory

Get in touch with old friends through 

the Alumni Association’s Online Community.

For a week in mid-September,

more than 50 Wheaton alumni and

friends, ages 55 and above, gathered

at HoneyRock for the Northwoods

Adventure retreat. HoneyRock has

been described as “a place apart”

that provides an atmosphere for a

special work of God.This is what it

is, and that is what He did.

An Adventure to Remember  by Ruth Bamford ’50

Save the date: Mark your calendars to join Wheaton senior alumni in the

Northwoods again next year, September 12-17, 2004. For more information,

contact the Alumni office at 630.752.5473 or alumni@wheaton.edu.
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CLUBS
Come, Join In!

After college, did you plug into a com-
munity that supported and encouraged
you in your search for work, church, and
friends? In more than 50 cities, alumni
volunteer time and energy to build com-
munity through local Wheaton Clubs.

Club volunteers and leadership teams
connect the Wheaton family through
events for fellowship and recreation, and
serve as contacts and campus representa-
tives.They partner with campus offices
to promote the College at college fairs,
link parents and incoming students with
alumni, and help plan tours for athletic

teams and Conservatory groups.
Help us get the word out! With

improvements to the Alumni
Association’s Online Community,
communication about upcoming events,
volunteer contacts, prayer requests, and
news will become even more readily
accessible to alumni.

Whether you help plan a banquet,
share your college experiences with
potential students, or come alongside a
fellow alumnus in life transition, your
contribution to your local Wheaton
Club is ultimately helping to strengthen
Christ’s Kingdom in your own
community.

Check the season schedule of your
favorite Thunder team at
http://www.wheaton.edu/Athletics, or visit
the Clubs page on the alumni web site 
at http://www.wheaton.edu/alumni/clubs

for details about which team may be
coming to a town near you.

“Old Men” Travel East

The Wheaton College Men’s Glee 
Club is touring the Mid-Atlantic 
and Northeastern states during spring
break, March 6-14, 2004, in the
following cities:

Cleveland, OH Saturday, March 6

TBA Sunday, March 7

Newport, RI Monday, March 8

CT/NY/NJ Tuesday, March 9

New York City Wednesday, March 10

Central PA Thursday, March 11

TBA Friday, March 12

Central IN Saturday, March 13

Indianapolis, IN Sunday, March 14

Contact the alumni office for more
details on how you can help plan a
special reception at these concerts for
prospective students, alumni, parents,
and friends.

The Thunder Rolls 

into (Your) Town!

The Alumni Association and Athletics
Office are teaming up to organize
tailgate parties and receptions at several
away games this year. Cheer on the
“orange and blue” to winning seasons!

In mid-September, Larry Absheer ’73
kicked off the year with an event at a
momentous men’s soccer game against
Washington University in St. Louis, MO.
Alumni, parents, and friends watched
Coach Bean become the winningest
coach in intercollegiate soccer. Jay
Martin ’79, athletics marketing and

communications manager, led prayer for
the team, and Coach Bean shared
highlights of the team’s summer ministry
trip to Ireland.

Other Wheaton Clubs hosting events
in conjunction with athletic games this
fall and winter include:

Minneapolis, MN men’s soccer at Macalester

Kenosha, WI football at Carthage

Grantham, PA women’s soccer at Messiah

Rock Island, IL football at Augustana

Dallas, TX men’s basketball at the 

University of Dallas

Claremont, CA women’s basketball at 

Claremont-Mudd-Scripps

Connect with Wheaton 
Regardless of where you live around 

the world, we want to help you connect

with the Wheaton family in your area.

For information about athletic events,

concerts, and receptions planned in a

city near you, please contact the alumni

office at 630/752-5047 or by 

e-mail at clubs@ wheaton.edu.

w h e a t o n

St. Louis
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others in his own community, he is changing lives

daily. 

Darius Hawkins, age 19, grew up near the out-

reach center, and says James pointed him in the

right direction. “He helped me with my home-

work, made me focus better in school, and helped

me to understand more about God.” Now Darius is

in his second year at Malcolm X College, studying

early childhood development. He works along-

side James at S.O.W., and plans to stay in the

community, providing help and leadership for the

many kids who need it. 

“Probably the biggest problem in this neighbor-

hood is the low expectations,” says James. “I

expect great things from Darius and the other kids

I work with.”

Alumnus James

Smith ’98 returns 

to Chicago’s inner

city to begin

outreach ministry.

Comfort 
Zones
by Tara Barnett Van Dyke ’91

Servants of the Word is a faith-based, youth development 

agency, funded solely by its daycare and day camp tuitions. 

Other programs include teen career preparation and guidance,

tutor/mentor programs, and teen adventure education 

at HoneyRock. To learn more about how you can help, call 

773.626.1451.

For six summers, James T. Smith ’98 has been

bringing inner-city kids out of the concrete and

into the woods of Wheaton’s HoneyRock Camp to

expand their learning opportunities and to build

their self-confidence. “I get kids out of their com-

fort zones and then I’ve got their attention,” he

says. 

But since these at-risk kids need more than just

a summer adventure, the trip is just a small part of

James’s ministry to the community of westside

Chicago. 

In 1997, James began Servants of the Word

Youth Outreach Center in order to teach young

people about Jesus Christ, and to help stem the

tide of young black students dropping out of

school or failing. “Only about 20 percent of the

kids in my neighborhood are performing at grade-

level. Somebody’s got to take responsibility for

this problem,” he says.

James understands the challenges facing the

children growing up in the inner city. He grew up

in a two-flat in Chicago with his mother, brother,

and sister. Looking for direction after high school,

he joined the U.S. Air Force and was stationed in

Arizona. There, two believers led him to the saving

knowledge of Jesus Christ. For the next few years,

other Christian men, including the late Reverend

E.V. Hill, discipled and trained him. James also

gained experience reaching people with the

gospel through neighborhood evangelism, kids’

camps, and sports.

Soon James found his way back to the Chicago

area, where he entered Wheaton in order to gain

more Bible knowledge. “I knew I had to gather

information so that I could bring it back to my

community and share what I had learned,” he

says. But Wheaton was not an easy experience for

him. He felt ostracized by some of the faculty, staff,

and students, who often made him aware of their

racial and cultural differences. He relates that his

very presence seemed to put them out of their

comfort zones. But on a High Road trip at

HoneyRock, James was able to make connections

with fellow students and with God. There in the

woods, he says, everyone had to adjust to a new

environment and to each other. 

“Through my experiences I have come to the

realization that in order to lead a fulfilled life, I

must serve others,” James says. Now, serving 

James Smith ’98, (left) founder of Servants of 

the Word Youth Outreach Center, gives inner-city kids a

chance to enjoy nature and activities at HoneyRock.



Kari Miller ’93 teaches sixth graders

in Minnesota by day. But in her

spare time, she’s reaching out to

widows and orphans affected by

AIDS in Rakai, Uganda. It’s a min-

istry that has changed her life—and

now she’s speaking to Christians

across the country about how they, too, can make

a difference in the lives of at least a few of the 

millions affected by AIDS.   

“I really want to convey God’s passion for these

African people and to entice others to get

involved. This is my calling,” she says of her part-

time position as lay leader for the Rakai

Partnership at Christ Presbyterian Church (CPC) in

Edina, Minnesota. 

It all started five years ago, when Kari watched a

video about AIDS in Africa at CPC. She listened to

an inner voice that urged her, “Sponsor a child.”

Two years later, she traveled to Uganda on the

Rakai Missions Trip, led by CPC. There, she met

Maria, her sponsored child. Orphaned at eight,

Maria and her siblings were being raised by their

grandmother, who was never sure how she would

feed them and keep them alive. For Maria’s grand-

mother, sponsorship had been a direct answer to

prayer. “How did God tell you about me?” the

grandmother wondered aloud during Kari’s visit.

After that trip, Kari’s life would never be the

same. “Part of my heart broke that I don’t think

will ever be fixed this side of heaven,” she says. 

Kari witnessed a country in devastation when

she and others on the missions team traveled with

World Vision staff members and visited villages

throughout the district of Rakai. In these villages,

people lay dying in huts made of mud and straw.

“We would pray over them, and listen to their

concerns,” says Kari, who notes that most were

“primarily concerned about what would happen

to their children after they were gone.”

On her return, Kari took on a lay leadership posi-

tion to help CPC’s staff build on the partnership

that had been forged in the early 1990s between

the divergent communities of Edina, Minnesota,

and Rakai, Uganda. 

Today, the church’s 4,000 members sponsor

about 1,200 children in the village of Rakai

through World Vision. They have also pledged

additional funds for schooling and the building of

wells. 

“What started off as sponsorship has branched

out into other areas as well,” explains Ann Hill,

international missions director for CPC, who

notes that the church is also currently working

with the International Justice Mission to protect

widows and orphans, sponsoring regular “Vision

alumni news
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Wheaton’s Homecoming chapel speaker, Kari Miller ’93, 

shares her church’s vision for how every North American Christian can

care for those affected by AIDS in Africa.

by Richard Lyon ’99

The Hope of Eternity

What can you do to help? To start the mentorship

process for your church, contact Jon Good at the

Minneapolis World Vision office: 612-920-0455, at

Christ  Presbyterian Church: 952-920-8515, or via 

e-mail: jong@cpconline.org

To join Kari Miller on World Vision’s pastors trip

to Africa in February to receive training and see

the crisis first-hand, contact Steve Haas at

shaas@worldvision.org.

For more information about the AIDS crisis 

in Africa, or to sponsor a child, visit 

www.worldvision.org/hope
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Trips” to Africa, and offering seminars to pastors

and lay leaders at other churches on how to build

similar programs.  

Kari’s work today focuses primarily on helping

other pastors, churches, and even colleges learn

from CPC’s experiences. “We hope to encourage

other churches to form partnerships like ours,”

she explains. 

Though very aware of the severity of the crisis in

Africa (where every minute five people die from

AIDS), Kari feels the church is uniquely gifted to

address these problems. “We’re not just bringing

food, comfort, blankets, or shelter; we’re bringing

the hope of eternity, and with the hope of eternity

you can endure just about anything.”
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GENEChildren, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 

and great-great-grandchildren of alumni begin their 

own Wheaton experience at freshman orientation. 

Third Generation Row 1: Emily Driver (David ’79 and Marcie Lantz Driver ’80, parents; Donald ’51 and Marilyn Olson Lantz ’51, grandparents); Christine Johnson (William F. III ’76 and Marla Senn Johnson
’79, parents; William F. Jr. ’54 and Ruth Newcombe Johnson ’54, grandparents); Rachel Kornfield (David ’73 and Debra Elliott Kornfield ’76, parents; Ray ’49 and Helen Elliott ’50 and William ‘50 and Gloria
Simon Kornfield ’46, MA ’76, grandparents); Anne Snyder (Mark ’82 and Cynthia Elder Snyder ’81, parents; Gerald ’48 and Evelyn McKie Elder ’47 and Betty Donker ’40, grandparents); Sara Ebersole (Russell
IV ’74 and Melody Hofer Ebersole ’74, parents; Russell Jr. ’50, MA ’52 and Gene DeVries Ebersole ’50, grandparents); Taylor Clausen (Steve ’78 and Sharon Musto Clausen ’82, parents; Lee Clausen ’53 and
George ’56 and Janie Woll Smals ’54, grandparents); Amanda Grant (Andrew Grant ’85, father; Jim Grant ’62, grandfather; Myrna Reid Grant MA ’71, grandmother); Jessica Togami (Kai ’82 and Lisa Krula
Togami ’82, parents; Wayne ’53 and Marie Krvavica Krula ’56, grandparents); Elizabeth Carver (Enoch ’77 and Ruth Thompson Carver ’77, parents; Edward ’52 and Alice Aust Thompson ’53, grandparents); Laura
Dunn (David Dunn ’75, father; Bruce ’40, MA ’46 and Eileen Sheridan Dunn ’47, grandparents). Row 2: Claire Kornfield (William Jr. ’79 and Jennifer Brown Kornfield ’78, parents; William Brown ’51, MA ’69
and William Sr. ’50 and Gloria Simon Kornfield ’46, MA ’76, grandparents); Christine Young (Karen Seifert Young ’82, mother; Milton Seifert ’54, grandfather); Jordan Sparks (Glenn ’75 and Cheri Wilcox Sparks
’75, parents; Conrad ’51 and Laurel Halleen Wilcox ’52, grandparents); Hollyn Michaels (Robert Michaels ’84, father; Herbert Flitton ’43, grandfather); Lucas Durant (Eldon Durant ’49, grandfather); Graham
Johnson (Susan Buyse Johnson ’73, mother; John ’50 and Marjorie Look Buyse ’49, grandparents); Nathan Nanfelt (Lee Nanfelt ’81, father; Ross Goheen ’54 and Kenneth ’59 and Adele Nystrom Nanfelt ’59,
grandparents); Andrew Tebbe (Elizabeth Rea Tebbe ’73 CERT ’97, mother; John Rea ’52, grandfather); Stephen Kallman (Beth Wieland Kallman ’75, RN ’73, mother; Paul Wieland ’52, MA ’66, grandfather); Row
3: Kennerly Webster (Douglas ’73, MA ‘75 and Virginia Long Webster ’76, parents; Paul ’50 and Merry Dalton Long ’52 and Donald ’48 and Louise Haumersen Webster ’50, grandparents); Jennifer Good (Phillip
’65 and Rosann Eagan Good ’67, parents; Connie Altland Eagan ’41, grandmother); Elizabeth Sigsbury (John ’76 and Elaine Elam Sigsbury ’76, parents; Millicent Elam HON, grandmother); Chris Nehmer (Nancy
Albright Nehmer ’82, mother; Marilyn Gustafson Albright ’51, grandmother); Jesse Lipes (Stephen McShane ’42, grandfather); Michael Fiddler (Dan ’83 and Carol Griffin Fiddler ’82, parents; Mary Dobbert Fiddler
’57, grandmother); Peter Sidebotham (Bruce ’81 and Lynn Dixon Sidebotham ’81, parents; Dorothy Jacobsen Sidebotham ’57, grandmother); Dhiraj Masih (Susan Turner Masih HON, mother; Richard Turner ’56,
MA ’59, grandfather). Row 4: Carl Griffiths (Glenn ’76 and Mary Norbeck Griffiths ’77, parents; Eskel ’52 and Mary Word Norbeck ’52, grandparents); Joshua Steely (Allen ’74 and Marcia Limkeman Steely ’79,
parents; Kenneth Limkeman ’52 and Merle Steely ’50, MA ’58, grandfathers); Wade Sartell (Mark Sartell ’74, father; Howard Sartell ’39, grandfather); Timothy Myhren (Al ’81 and Jennifer Zuber Myhren ’81,
parents; Kenneth Zuber ’50, grandfather, Patricia Acken Myhren ’55, grandmother); Blake Bishop (David ’78 and Linda Brandon Bishop ’78, parents; Jean Brown Bishop ’45, grandmother); Scott Luginbill (Karen
Shepley Luginbill ’80, mother; Jim ’52 and Sue VanSickle Shepley ’55, grandparents). Not Pictured: Scott Alexander (Jim ’76 and Barbara Bates Alexander ’77, parents; Hugh Bates ’51, MA ’56, grandfather);
Matt Davies (Dale ’71 and Nancy Bishop Davies ‘73, parents; Jean Brown Bishop ’45, grandmother); Johanna Mueller (Rodney Mueller ’76, father; Robert ’55 and Alice Jarf Mueller RN ’51, BS ’53, grandparents).

Fourth and Fifth Generation Kimberley Hubbard (Philip ’72 and Patricia Elsen Hubbard ’73, parents; John ‘42 and Virginia Culver Elsen ’42, grandparents; Matthias ’11, MA ’12 and Olive Straw Elsen
’13, great-grandparents; Carrie Finch Straw 1881, great-great-grandmother); Matthew Kletzing (David ’70 and Karen Baker Kletzing ’73, parents; Wayne Kletzing ’38, grandfather; E.L. Kletzing HON, great-
grandfather); Amy Wright (David Wright ’82, father; Hildred Houseman VanderVeen ’48 and Eugene ’57 and Marilynn Drisner Wright ’57, grandparents; Paul Wright ’26, great-grandfather). George H.
Rogers IV (George H. III ’74 and Patricia Honegger Rogers ’75, parents; George H. Rogers Jr. ’43, grandfather; George H. Sr. ’17 and Maud Hunt Rogers ’17, great-grandparents). Laura Scott (Althea Cilley
Scott ’72, mother; Jonathan ‘38 and Dorothy Nicholas Cilley ‘39, grandparents; Robert Nicholas LLD ’63, great-grandfather). 
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Second Generation Row 1: Lisa Riihimaki (George Riihimaki ’68, father); Shelby Barnes (Paul ’77 and Barbara Olson Barnes ’77, parents); Laura Madsen (John ’80 and
Carolyn Amis Madsen ’82, parents); Rebekah Brown (Kenneth Brown ’76, father); Heather Haas (David ’81 and Junia Alexander Haas ’81, parents); Kristin Irvin (Sharon
Howard Irvin ’82, mother); Michelle Sokoloski (Donald ’82 and Jan Wagner Sokoloski ’82, parents); Christine Donaldson (Gregg Donaldson ’75, father). Row 2: Rebecca
Boisse (Stephen ’79 and Deborah Beth Sergey Boisse ’75, parents); Laura Jahns (Christopher ’82 and Kimberly Shirley Jahns ’82, parents); Bryan Holmgren (Greg ’80 and
Susan Boettger Holmgren ’80, parents); David McAlpine (Don McAlpine ’72, father); Kathryn Christenson (Timothy ’75 and Rosalind Rohrer Christenson ‘75, parents);
Alison Barnes (David ’69 and Marcia Boehme Barnes ’69, parents); Karisa Johns (Jackie MA ’76 and Cheryl Bridges Johns MA ’76, parents). Row 3: Matthew Ritsman
(Edith Mitchell Ritsman ’67, mother); John Chestnut (Janet Colip Chestnut ’82, mother); David Heise (Karen Lucas Heise ’75, mother); Chris Greene (Debbie Dixon Greene
’79, mother); Joshua Walton (John Walton MA  ’00, father); Malcolm Smillie (Gene Rodger Smillie ’71, MA ’79, father).

Second Generation Row 1: Ashley Milco (Michael Milco MA ’94, father); Elizabeth McEwen (Liz Boebinger McEwen ’72, mother); Jenny Berglund (Barry ’80 and Ann
Alford Berglund ’79, parents); Lisa Braaten (Gary Braaten ’78, father); Jess Sveen (David Sveen MA ’94, father); Elizabeth Ormesher (David ’80 and Susan Paulus
Ormesher ’79, MA ’83, parents); Ami Marshall (Jim Marshall ’87, father); Jonathan Falk (John Falk ’65, father); Amy Taetzsch (Michael Taetzsch ’77, father). Row 2: Heidi
Strate (Gordon Strate ’78, father); Emily Olson (Jim Olson ’81, father); Mikkele Bringard (Paul Bringard ’62, father); Monica Sawyer (Joan King Sawyer ’72, mother); Lyndee
Andrews (Stephen Andrews ’78, father); Elyse Gustafson (Therese Herzog Gustafson ’79, mother); Brianne McNally (Tom McNally ’80, father); Elizabeth Corey (Thomas
Corey ’69, father); Elissa VanDerMolen (Hal ’71 and Joy Killam VanDerMolen ’71, parents). Row 3: Jeremy Lederhouse (Jon ’74 and Jill Nerhus Lederhouse ’75, parents);
Christina Smestad (Julie Kay Rowe Smestad ’79, mother); Jonathan Koehler (John ’79 and Dena Pearson Koehler ’82, parents); Andrew Hull (Timothy ’77 and Shelly
Nagel Hull ’77, parents); Jonathan Bromhead (John ’76 and Nancy Geiger Bromhead ’75, parents); Daniel Hutchinson (Ted ’69 and Jane Miller Hutchinson ’69, parents);
Jonathan Rosa (Joseph Rosa ’80, father); Jonathan Lemon (Don ’75 and Heather Smith Lemon ’74, parents); Jenna Miser (Fred ’79 and Debi Krotz Miser ‘79, parents);
Christen Nutter (Steve Nutter ’79, father). Not pictured: Maria Elena Bitar (Roger Bitar ‘68, father); Joshua Jacobs (Mark Jacobs ’77, father); Jonathan Lindquist (Kurt
Lindquist ’73, father); Amy Rogers (Jack ’77 and Debbie Punches Rogers ’77, parents); Emily Sheehy (Lesli Armstrong Sheehy ’76, mother); Daniel Sturdevant (David ’80
and Elizabeth Olsen Sturdevant ’81, parents); Valerie Whitney (Virginia Morris Whitney ’78, mother); Kristin Winn (Jack ’70 and Paula Christophersen Winn ’70, parents).
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House Mates
Five Wheaton coeds called Mrs. Ella May

Billeter’s house their home from 1943-1944. They

rented out the upstairs in the years before many of

the dormitories were constructed. Recently, the

“girls,” who have kept in close touch with each

other, found that Mrs. Billeter is living in the

Record Street Home in Frederick, Maryland. Now

108 years old, she was delighted to have been

found by her housemates of 60 years ago. And

since Ella May took a computer course at age 98,

the Wheaton graduates are able to send and

receive e-mail from this amazing woman.

Forever Friends
Seven alumnae of 1983 visited the Irving House dur-

ing their 20th reunion this Homecoming, and recre-

ated this picture that appeared in the 1983 Tower

yearbook. Though they’re now spread across the

country from California to Vermont, the seven have

attended one another’s weddings, and have kept in

close contact via Round Robin letters, phone calls,

and e-mail. For their 20th, they relived old times with

a slumber party at a hotel. “Whenever we get

together, it’s like going back in time,” says Suzy

Page White ’83 “We never run out of things to say.”

Then, in 1983, (seated l to r): Linda, Beth, Juli. 

(Standing l to r ): Tamara, Valerie, Suzy and Cindy. 

Now, 2003, (seated l to r): Linda West McGregor (from

Canada, then Texas, she now has 6 children and lives in

Kansas City); Beth Ball Guiliani (from Pennsylvania, now a

doctor who still lives in Pennsylvania); Juli Garner (from

North Carolina, she now has 4 children and lives in Illinois).

(Standing l to r): Tamara Porch Clement (from South Dakota,

now a psychologist with 3 children, she lives in

Minnesota); Valerie Nichols Reisler (from Connecticut, she

now has 3 children and lives in Vermont); Suzy Page White

(from California, now a lawyer with 2 children, she still

lives in California); and Cindy Oyer Heinger (from Illinois,

now a teacher with 3 children, she still lives in Illinois).
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Then, in 1944, in Wheaton, (l to r)

Nancy Sweet Arnold ’46, Mrs. Ella

May Billeter, Martha Cole Baptista

’45, Carol Hermansen Erickson ’46,

Phyllis Strickland Hill ’45, Lois

Wichhart Patton ’44, Ralph Billeter.

Now (taken in 2002), in Frederick,

Maryland, Ella May Billeter Stumpe.



W H E A T O N 5 5

Ross ’68 and Barb Wessner Anderson ’70, Philip and

Mali Annibali, David ’85 and Amy Avella, Robert ’67 and

Genie Bennett, Martha Brownlee ’61, Bernie ’45 and

Adie Anderson Cozette ’56, Mark and Sue Dillon M.A.

’98, Mary Seeley Easton ’56, Ken and Debbie

Edmundson, Brice and Melissa Punches Elliott ’92,

Richard and Jeanene Engebretson, Bob ’64 and Edra

Kirkpatrick Estabrooks ’60, Ed and Carol Lont Galenkamp

’61, Scott and Debara Hafemann, Joyce Brock Heinrich

’61, Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91, Herb Hess, Ray and

Bobby Jones, Tom and Debbie Kandul, Clip and Ellie

Kniffin, Duane and Sherri Litfin, Bob and Leno Maase,

Bob and Brenda McDonell, Don ’57 and

Doris Maurer Meyer ’57, Jill Meyer ’85,

Dale and Holly Miller, Bill ’60 and Judy

Wyngarden Pollard ’60, Carol Brock

Sonneveldt ’57, Fran Throw, Bob ’36 and

Barbara Walker, Clarence and Christy

Watridge, Ronnie and Corinna Waud,

Patti Throw Wessner ’73, Norma Cook

Wessner ’44.

When Ruth Lindquist Volle ’38 found it was time 

to move closer to her daughter in Green Bay,

Wisconsin, she didn’t want her home at 221 E.

Madison to be another victim in the trend toward

tear-downs. So she was pleased when she sold it

to alumnus Gary Braaten ’78, who wanted the prop-

erty as an investment.

Ruth and her late husband, Arthur Volle ’38, for-

mer dean of students and vocational counselor, had

purchased the home in 1988 from John Leedy HON,

professor of biology,  and his wife Ruth Berg Leedy

’32, professor of physical education, who had built

the home in 1958.

As Gary was doing some renovation, he discov-

ered a billfold with the name John L. Leedy

inscribed on the outside. Within it was a 

“victory patch” from WW II; a registration docu-

ment dated September 13, 1945, to apply for an hon-

In front of  221 E. Madison (l to r): Gary Braaten ’78, 
Professor Emeritus John Leedy, and John (Jack) Berg Leedy ’77.

A First-Century Voyage—
in the Third Millennium
Imagine sailing the Aegean Sea and going ashore

to study the land and culture that remain much as

they were for that of first-century Christians. Your

guidebook is the Book of Acts, Revelation, and the

Epistles of Paul. Your guides? Duane Litfin, presi-

dent of Wheaton, and Scott Hafemann, professor of

New Testament Greek. And you’d be in the best of

company—with other Wheaton alumni and friends.

That’s exactly what these folks did in September:   

orable discharge; a card dated April 25, 1936, cer-

tifying Dr. Leedy as a member of the Gamma Alpha

Graduate Scientific Fraternity; and another docu-

ment with the name of Jack Leedy that shows a

tree growing out of a book, perhaps depicting the

Bible as the tree of knowledge.

“As I have done work on the house,” says Gary, “I

have sensed its incredible history and nostalgia. This

was a happy home with many happy memories.”T
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Cheap ice cream,  

good conversation,

last-minute breakfasts

— we alumni have so many memories

associated with the Stupe. But this is the

last year the time-honored Stupe will be

located in the Memorial Student Center,

where it moved from Adams Hall in 1950.

By the fall of 2004 the Todd M. Beamer

Student Center will be its new home.

So what will happen to the old Stupe

furniture? You can purchase some of it at

a Silent Auction to be held during Alumni

Weekend, May 7-9, 2004. Proceeds will

go to the Alumni Legacy Presence in the

Beamer Center, and bids can be tax-

deductible. More details will come 

soon, or you can check out

www.wheaton.edu/sao/stupe.

Own a Piece of the Stupe!

Home Sweet Home
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Dr. Alvaro L. Nieves, professor of sociology
and Dr. Carlos F. Pozzi, assistant professor of
psychology, contributing senior editors
The Latino Heritage Bible

(World Bible Publishers, 2002).
Using the God’s Word translation, this
Bible assists bilingual or English-speaking
Hispanics with devotionals and articles
addressing spiritual and practical theology,
and life-relevant issues for Latinos.

Dr. Gary M. Burge, professor of 
New Testament
Whose Land? Whose Promise? 

What Christians Are Not Being Told

about Israel and the Palestinians  

(The Pilgrim Press, 2003).A practical
guide to contentious issues in the Middle
East that examines the contradiction
between Isreal’s theological heritage and
the violation of Palestinian civil rights.

Recommended Reading from

Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of the more recent books.

Dr. A. Scott Moreau, professor of 
missions and intercultural studies,
department chair. Editor.
Deliver Us from Evil 

(World Vision Publications, 2002).
A collection of thoughts on spiritual
warfare written by evangelical 
leaders from different nationalities and
experiential backgrounds.

Dr. Douglas Moo, Blanchard Professor 
of New Testament
The Epistle to the Romans: 

the NIV Applications Commentary

(Zondervan, 2002).A commentary 
that emphasizes the impact that the book
of Romans can have on modern life.

Dr. Edith L. Blumhofer, professor of history,
director of the Institute for 
the Study of American Evangelicals
Religion, Education, and the American

Experience: Reflections on Religion and

American Public Life  

(University of Alabama Press, 2002).
A collection of essays addressing 
the ways in which religious impulses and
educational institutions interact.

WHEATONa u t h o r s

In the spring of 1995, God’s Spirit

moved across several American

campuses, including Wheaton.

Accounts of a Campus Revival:

Wheaton College 1995 (Harold

Shaw Publishers, 1995) chronicles

the events. Edited by Dr. Lyle

Dorsett, professor of education-

al ministries, and Dr. Timothy

Beougher, former assistant profes-

sor of evangelism, it is primarily a

documentary of the 1995 Wheaton

College revival, with a focus “to

place this event squarely into the

stream of Scripture and Christian

history.”  But the book also discuss-

es what revival is, traces the history

of revival on a variety of other col-

lege and university campuses, and

expands on histories of earlier

revivals on Wheaton’s campus. 

Order Accounts of a Campus Revival

and any other faculty books from the

Wheaton College Bookstore: on the

Web, www.wheatonbooks.com; by

phone, 630-752-5119; or by writing,

Wheaton College Bookstore, 501

College, Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Timothy Larsen, associate professor 
of theology
Cristabel Pankhurst: Fundamentalism

and Feminism in Coalition

(Boydell Press, 2002). Larsen explores the
later years of Christabel Pankhurst, a
feminist leader and influential Christian
fundamentalist following World War I. He
offers insight on the relationship between
fundamentalism and feminism.
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Ruth Senter M.A. ’78 is the author of 

11 books, including the Angel award

winner, Have We Really Come a Long Way

(Baker Books). Her most recent 

publication is Annie Ashcraft Looks Into The

Dark (Baker Books). Ruth has served as

senior editor for Campus Life magazine,

editor of Partnership magazine, and

contributing editor for Today’s Christian

Woman. She has been a regular columnist

for The Christian Reader and Power For

Living. Besides earning an M.A. in

journalism from the Wheaton College

Graduate School, Ruth is 

a graduate of the University of Illinois and

Moody Bible Institute.

nearing Cologne.The train began to cut
its throttle. I was getting a little nervous.
I still didn’t have the schedule figured
out.

Then, out of the corner of my eye, I
noticed something big and powerful
going by. I looked up just in time to see
the Cologne Cathedral disappear from
view, blocked out by the gray and dirt of
the city train station.

I made my connection to Amsterdam
that day, but I lost something valuable in
the shuffle. My daughter pointed it out
to me several weeks later when we
arrived back in the States.

“Mother, you mean to tell me you
went right by the Cologne Cathedral
and didn’t even see it? People travel days
just to view that sight.”

My daughter, who had studied in
Germany, and knew clearly what it was I

had missed, was not
trying to make a
spiritual point. But the
point was there just 
the same.Worry about

the schedule, and you just may end up
missing the view.

Still today, when I am rushing around,
from one item on my daily agenda to
another, I sometimes pause to think of
the Cologne Cathedral. I take a deep
breath and say,“Lord, help me not to
miss what you are doing in and around
me, this very day.”

And it is then I pause to take off my
shoes.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning once wrote,
“Earth’s crammed with heaven.And
every common bush, a fire with God.
And only he who sees takes off his
shoes.The rest sit ’round and pluck
raspberries.”

I think too often we “sit ’round and
pluck raspberries.” Sometimes we don’t
even notice the burning bush. I am all
too guilty of it myself. Several years ago,
I was en route by train from Giessen,
Germany, to Amsterdam. I needed to
change trains in Cologne and had only
seven minutes in which to do it.As I
was getting on the train in Giessen, my
host, who was seeing me off, came
running with a last minute contribution
to my journey—a train schedule.The
trouble was, the schedule was all in
German and I had had little more than
first-year high school German.

The train pulled out of Giessen. I
waved good-bye to my friends, then
settled in to my challenge—to try to
figure out, from the schedule, which
platform in Cologne I would arrive on
and which I would depart from. I
studied the schedule all the way to
Cologne. Every now and then I glanced
up to notice the scenery. I noted when
we came to following hard by the Rhine
River, and I sensed when we were

Missing the View

by Ruth Senter M.A. ’78 

Worry about the schedule, and you just

may end up missing the view.
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he spoke his immortal elegy.
Because the exact spot where the

president actually delivered the Address is
not known, I will try to find out. It will
give me something to do.True, I will be
forced to remember the many sad
anniversaries of this month as they come
up on the calendar, and if I finish the
month without becoming clinically
depressed and wanting a new car, it will
not be my fault. It will be because the
steady undertone of hope in this month
will have finally gotten to me in spite of
myself.This danger and that hope I now
propose to share with you, who are
reading this book.

The month begins with memorials. Its
days go past with the sharp-edged clarity
of late-year light, as if we were passing
one by one the distinct white stones
marking places of the dead in the
soldiers’ cemetery at Gettysburg.We are
part of all we have met, says Tennyson—
which, if true, means we can neither
evade our heritage nor escape our place
in history.“We will be remembered in
spite of ourselves,” President Lincoln said.
Our past floods through us to our
posterity.We think we are drowning in
the confusion of the present, but it is the
gush of the past that threatens to

eternity.We are back to ourselves and
mortality. May we expect something,
someone to break into the sphere and
offer to us new birth? Will November
end?

Our brightest political lights were
extinguished like the Enlightenment
itself. In the latter days of November, we
must look elsewhere after all for our last,
best hope.

The month begins with things that
perish. But ultimately, November is a
journey of hope, as was Lincoln’s journey
to Gettysburg. So too I will journey to
Gettysburg in these pages. Like Lincoln’s
fellow citizens, I go there to assuage
personal griefs, to find answers; and I
hope, for me as for them, that my
personal sorrows become a vehicle for
larger answers and a larger purpose.
Lincoln addressed their grief, why not
mine? He gave his generation purpose,
why not ours? We are all Americans.To
find Mr. Lincoln’s hope, I will follow Mr.
Lincoln’s footsteps though I know that
we must make our own way at the end. I
will stay in Gettysburg during the whole
month of November, each day noting
what Abraham Lincoln did on the
corresponding date in November 1863,
and hoping to meet him where 

The two wars which
bounded the century behind
us and to which we are
inevitably connected were
the war between the Union
and the Confederacy of the
1860s; and the war on the
streets and campuses—really
in our hearts and minds—of
the 1960s, whose external

emblem was the civil war in Vietnam.To
call that hundred years a century of grief
would not be an exaggeration. Certainly
it was a century of death, violence, disil-
lusionment, chaos, and brutality—perhaps
the worst century in recorded history. It
hasn’t simply gone away; it is in us.

Though our generation always starts
with the first person singular, the
confusions we suffer and enact spread in
ever-widening circles: self, family, our
narrow era. Beyond that, November days
are marked in black with shadows of the
just-passed century: war, Holocaust.
History enlarges these circles: this month,
Abraham Lincoln turned his steps toward
Gettysburg where America received a
new birth from the dead of the battle and
the words of a president. Enclosing all of
these November anniversaries, the circle
of life and earth turns silently, and we
glimpse the constellations of time and

by Dr. Kent Gramm, professor of English

A New Birth
Nominated for a Pulitzer Prize by Indiana University Press, Dr. Kent Gramm’s 

November: Lincoln’s Elegy at Gettysburg, not only reflects on the November anniversaries 

of events both public and private, it also points us toward Lincoln’s America and 

a December star, and bids us to hope again.

WHEATONr e a d i n g s

5 8 W I N T E R  2 0 0 4

Following 

is an excerpt

from

November:

Lincoln’s Elegy

at Gettysburg

by Dr. Kent

Gramm.

© 2001 Indiana University Press

“



overwhelm us. Si recte calculum ponas,
ubique naufragium est, read the motto of
the memorial volume in which Milton’s
Lycidas appears:“If you reckon rightly,
shipwreck is everywhere.” The weight
pressing us today is the dark flood of a
dire century.We and our children may
face the most difficult of tasks: to wrest a
new vision from modernism and
postmodernism; defeat the enlarged,
monsterized Self; and find our own and
our country’s identities. Let us rally
around our memories.This weak
generation must find strength to grieve, if
it wishes to hope.

Earth abides, and with it the mystery of
death and rebirth. He watereth the hills
from his chambers: the earth is
satisfied…November’s sky is cold and
gray; leaves are dead on the ground, the
flowers of the witch hazel wither.At the
end, snow comes, and the world can
begin again. November begins in grief
and ends in hope. It is the drear month
of faith. November courage runs in the
blood of saints.These are the days of
November.”

Dr. Kent Gramm, professor of English, is
program director of the Seminary Ridge
Historical Preservation Foundation and
author of Gettysburg: A Meditation on
War and Values and Somebody’s Darling:
Essays on the Civil War. He has taught at
Wheaton College for 15 years, and at other
colleges and universities in the United States
and Germany. He lives in Lake Geneva,
Wisconsin, with his wife Lynelle and their
three children: Sarah, Elizabeth, and Andrew.

November’s sky is

cold and gray;

leaves are dead on

the ground, the

flowers of the

witch hazel wither.

At the end, snow

comes, and the

world can begin

again. November

begins in grief and

ends in hope.”

Dr. Kent Gramm’s 

November
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values gradually become our values.
These values, built deeply into us, will
then guide us in all the decisions of life.

As my wife and I raised five children
(now all grown), we were especially
anxious to help them develop these
renewed minds.We were not so
concerned about whether they would
agree with us on every lifestyle decision
that we made. But we wanted them to
make their own lifestyle decisions, not
on the basis of the materialistic cultural
values of this world, but on the basis of
solidly biblical values.

I have a similar vision for the students
I teach at Wheaton College. My goal is
to expose them to Scripture in such a
way that the very roots of their minds
will be thoroughly Christian. For if, by
God’s Spirit, their minds are being so
transformed, I can be confident that they
will emerge as strong examples of
righteousness in a world that desperately
needs such a witness.

Dr. Douglas Moo is Blanchard Professor 
of New Testament and Director of the
Ph.D. Program in Biblical and Theological
Studies.A relative newcomer to Wheaton,
Doug arrived in 2000 after a long ministry
at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
in Deerfield, Illinois. He holds a B.A. from
DePauw, an M.Div. from Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, and a Ph.D.
from St.Andrews in Scotland. He and 
his wife Jenny live in West Chicago.Three
of their children have attended, or are
attending,Wheaton College.

I should take or what school to go to, it
does not matter what I decide.

Both these responses miss the true
nature of God’s guidance of us through
Scripture. God has not given us a
Delorme spiritual map revealing every
twist and turn of our lives.What He has
given us instead is a revelation of
Himself: Who He is, what He has done,
is doing, and will do, and what He values

most in His people.
By reading, studying, and meditating

on this revelation, we find our very
worldview being changed. Paul describes
this process in his famous call for
Christians to “renew their minds” (Rom.
12:2; Eph. 4:23). It is by this
transformation of our fundamental
attitudes and values that we will be able
to “test and approve what God’s will is”
(Rom. 12:2). God desires that we so
immerse ourselves in Scripture that its

Minding the Mind

I love maps. I can spend hours poring
over the details of a terrain that I have
never seen and probably never will see.
So when I travel somewhere, I am not
content with a generalized map of the
area; nothing less than a Delorme atlas
with every gravel road marked will do.

How nice it would be to have such a
detailed map of our spiritual
pilgrimage—to have every decision

clearly marked and the road for years
ahead clear and straight. Some Christians
try to get that kind of information out
of their Bibles.They search for verses
that will tell them what job to take,
whom to marry, what school to attend.
Of course, they are doomed to be
disappointed—or worse yet, to think
God is giving them specific direction in
a verse that means nothing of the kind.
Other Christians simply give up: since
God has not told me anywhere what job

by Dr. Douglas J. Moo, Blanchard Professor of New Testament and Director

of the Ph.D. Program in Biblical and Theological Studies
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by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni 

program and sees it as his opportunity to
give back, encouraging students of color
not to be afraid of who they are, but to
embrace their culture and identity so they
can be a positive influence on those who
have limited experience with diversity.

“In addition to having to adjust to a
new identity as a minority student
freshman year, my parents got divorced,”
Richard explains.“This made my first
couple of years here really tough, but I
think that’s why I’m a mentor. I have
compassion for people who are hurting
and need connection.”

Through OMD and programs like 
1-to-1, Richard notes that Wheaton has
taken a good first step. He has seen
dramatic changes in diversifying the
faculty and efforts toward a more diverse
student body, but says there is still a 
lot of work ahead.

“For some Wheaton students, the
diversity they experience on campus is
the only diverse community they’ll ever
really know,” says Richard, who with
majors in biology, Spanish, and secondary
education, plans to teach biology and
possibly serve as a missionary in Latin
America.

“For Wheaton to be a different place
ten years from now, a lot lies in the hands
of the alumni.What we do with our 
lives, where we live, whom we befriend,
where we go: this will determine if
Wheaton is made more available to all
kinds of students and, with open arms,
invites them in.”
by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni

Making Connections 

Making the best of the transition from
high school to college is key to a
student’s success.This is especially true 
if you are a student of color at a small,
predominantly white school like
Wheaton College.

Richard Burrell ’04, whose mother is
Mexican, and who was living in Mexico
City before coming to Wheaton (after
spending years in Paris and Ecuador),
wasn’t prepared for life as a minority
student at Wheaton. Getting involved in
the 1-to-1 peer mentoring program
through the Office of Multicultural
Development (OMD) helped him make
sense of his experience.

“When I came to Wheaton, it was 
the first time I had ever been considered
a minority. I never had to deal with 
that before,” explains Richard.“Being
involved in the 1-to-1 program has
helped me understand what being 
a minority student means and why it’s
important to recognize who I am in 
this context.Without acknowledging
who you are, you can’t understand 
what people expect of you, and it can be
easy to reinforce negative stereotypes.”

Started as a retention program for
students of color, the 1-to-1 peer
mentoring program connects freshmen
with upperclassmen who share
similarities in culture and background
and act as mentors, helping these 
new students navigate the Wheaton
experience and make connections 
with others.

Richard now serves as a mentor in the

Without acknowledging 

who you are, you can’t

understand what people

expect of you, and it can be

easy to reinforce negative

stereotypes.” 

Richard Burrell ’04
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villages of about 1,500 people.
Dr. Clark first heard of Lifewater

through a former Wheaton geology
professor, Dr. Mike Guebert.The
Christian organization assembles teams of
volunteers to drill water wells in parts 
of the world where they’ve been invited.
For Dr. Clark, who has been to Russia
and Paraguay on missions trips,
volunteering with Lifewater offered an

extraordinary opportunity to combine his
interest in water supplies with his desire
to spread the gospel.

As the team drilled, they also trained
local Tanzanians. Dr. Clark says the five
trainees observed and quickly learned the
needed skills.All five of the trainees were
Christians, so there were many
opportunities to share Christ with the

Few people understand the science
behind clean drinking water like
hydrogeologists. Dr. James Clark, assistant
professor of geology, specializes in
hydrogeology and spends much of his
time studying and teaching about water.
This summer, he took this knowledge
out of the classroom, and into the
farming villages of Iringa in Tanzania.

As his plane prepared to land, Dr.

Clark looked out on the rocky hills and
the farmland dotted by villages of mud
huts in the south central highlands of
Tanzania. He and five other Lifewater
team members came armed with a water
drilling rig and a map. Over the course
of one month, they planned to take
water samples, drill wells, and talk about
water sanitation in several nearby 

by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

rest of the village through the help of a
translator and one of the trainees who
could speak some English.

“You have hundreds of people
watching you at all times,” says Dr. Clark.
People would ask them why they were
there, opening conversation that would
lead to the gospel.The Lifewater team
also had a dedication service at each well
that was drilled.

The climate in Tanzania plays a large
part in the water problem.“They have a
rainy season in the summer, but it is very 
dry in the winter,” says Dr. Clark,“so
they have problems with surface water
and with shallow hand-dug wells that dry
up during the dry season.”

Out of the 22 existing wells the team
sampled, only one was not contaminated.
Such pollution is the leading cause 
of death in this part of the country.

It’s perhaps not surprising then, that for
Dr. Clark the highlight of the trip was
“seeing the kids drinking water from
wells that we had drilled and knowing it
was pure.”

In return, the villagers cared for the
Lifewater team by providing food and
housing for them throughout their stay.
“The people were poor but joyful.They
hardly had anything, but they did every-
thing to make us feel at home,” says Dr.
Clark.The Tanzanians also supplied some
rough materials and helped clear the
places where the wells would be drilled.

Cups of Cold Water

A Wheaton professor travels to the other side of the world to provide Tanzanians 

with clear, unpolluted water.



At the end of the month, the drill rig
was left with the newly trained
Tanzanians, and they lost no time in
drilling three more wells soon after the
Lifewater team left.“It’s been
encouraging to see that the work
continues—it wasn’t just a one-time
thing,” says Dr. Clark

Although his trip wasn’t for the
purpose of research, Dr. Clark believes
that his experience will help him be a
better teacher.“I’ll be tailoring my
hydrogeology course to deal more with
water supply issues and problems of the
developing world. I have a better idea
what an impact they have,” he says,
adding,“Wheaton students aren’t
studying to get rich.They are here to see
how they can help people in the name of
Christ—I want to encourage that.”
Wheaton, he says, is even considering
buying a drill rig so that students can
learn how to operate one.

Thankful for his experience in Africa,
Dr. Clark believes that it is important for
professors to be involved in missions
work outside the classroom.“Teaching
could be an ivory tower situation if you
don’t get out and see how the Lord is
working—it helps bring reality and faith
into the discipline. I’d like to go back.”

Editor’s note: Dr. Clark’s trip was funded by a
grant from the Wheaton College Alumni
Association as well as with the money he
received for his Senior Scholarship
Achievement Award. Money for the drilling
rig was supplied by St. Paul Partners, a group
of Lutheran churches that raise funds and
oversee water-related projects in Tanzania.

For Dr. Clark the highlight of the trip was “seeing

the kids drinking water from wells that 

we had drilled and knowing it was pure.”
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Twice the size of California,

Tanzania is the largest

country in eastern Africa,

and also one of the poorest

countries in the world.

top: Villagers gather to

draw water from a spring in

Kidabaga, Tanzania.

middle: Balancing five-

gallon buckets on their

heads, Tanzanian women

transport water from a 

local spring.

below: The Tanzanian drill

team operates the new

drilling rig, supplied by 

St. Paul Partners.
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Duane Litfin President

T H E  S Y S T E M I C  M O D E L .

Systemic institutions reach for more, but

in another sense settle for less.As the

name suggests, they seek to make

Christian thinking systemic throughout

the institution—root, branch, and leaf.

Their goal is to engage any and all ideas,

but they do so from a particular

intellectual location, that of the

sponsoring Christian tradition.Thus they

draw their faculty exclusively from those

who know what it means to live and

work from that tradition—indeed, from

those who embody it.What is true of

the critical mass in the Umbrella Model

is to be true of all of the scholars in the

Systemic Model.They seek to live and

work as Christians.

At purely secular institutions these

days, Christian ideas are often

quarantined to the personal. If they show

up at all in the public forum, it’s

typically in their being discredited.

Christian truth may be refuted in the

classrooms of such institutions but not

propounded. By contrast, with the

Umbrella Model, Christian ideas are not

only allowed on campus, they are

encouraged; they even enjoy a privileged

position. But with the Systemic Model,

these ideas are the institution’s raison

d’etre.

So which is best, Umbrella or

Systemic? It’s a false choice—the models

complement one another and both have

their place.The more important

questions are these: To which model do

we aspire, and what are the implications

of that aspiration for how we function?   

Along with the other one hundred or

so institutions that make up the Council

for Christian Colleges and Universities,

Wheaton College represents a classic

instance of the Systemic Model.We

understand that identity and seek to live

it out every day.We have no interest in

trying to become something else. Our

goal is simply to give our best efforts to

becoming an ever better version of what

Wheaton has always aspired to be, all in

the service of Jesus Christ and His

Kingdom.

“Know thyself,” said Socrates.

That’s good counsel for each of us, and

for 143-year-old Christian colleges,

too.

How well do we who make up the

Wheaton College family understand

ourselves?  Consider these two models:

T H E  U M B R E L L A  M O D E L .

Umbrella institutions seek to provide a

Christian canopy under which a variety

of voices can thrive.Typically a certain

critical mass represents the voice of a

sponsoring Christian tradition.Thus the

sponsoring voice remains a privileged

one. But the institution will nonetheless

demonstrate genuine diversity. Some

campus voices may be unhesitatingly

secular, others open but searching, while

still others may represent competing

religious perspectives.Yet all are 

welcome under the umbrella so long as

they can support the broad educational

mission of the school.The institution 

has made room for them; they are asked

only to make room for the institution.

Christian thinking [is] systemic 

throughout the institution — root, branch, and leaf.

This is the first in a series of President Litfin’s 

reflections on the nature of Christ-centered higher 

education, and what this means for the mission 

and future of Wheaton College.
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With a Wheaton College Gift Annuity,
you smile once because you are 
establishing a safe, secure income 
stream for your retirement at 
attractive rates.*

And you smile again because you are 
making an important gift to support 

the ministry of Wheaton College.



Art of the Book

Kristin Bennett Chavez ’92

captures Johannes Gutenberg, the

inventor of mechanical printing

and movable type, as he polishes

gemstones, all the while dreaming

of printing the Bible. This

illustration graces the pages of

the recently published book,

Eureka! Poems About Inventors —

a book that teaches middle

schoolers about great inventors

through poetry, prose, and

illustration. 

Painting in mixed media, Kristin

says she was trying to match 

the transcendence and mystery of

the last lines of author Joyce

Sidman’s poem, “Winged Words”,

which reads: “The Rhine grinds its

stones with the cool, dark voice 

of ruin. Gutenberg hears only the

flocks and flocks of lovely Latin

script, flying like God’s doves into

the future.”

Of her doves, Kristin says,

“They are winging off into

heaven.” 

In addition to this, her first

book, she has done educational

illustrations, and currently resides

in Valencia, California, with her

husband, Raul.

Illustration from:

Eureka! Poems About Inventors 

by Joyce Sidman, 

illustrated by K. Bennett Chavez 

published by The Millbrook Press, Inc.

Illustration copyright © 2002 

by K. Bennett Chavez. 




