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ear friends—

I recall one beautiful summer day standing in a forest on the western slopes
of California’s Sierra Nevada, gazing up through the branches of a giant
sequoia tree. Sequoias begin small (it takes 91,000 sequoia seeds to make a
pound) and grow slowly, but by the time they reach their maturity (at about
2,000 years!) they have become the world’s largest living things. In both
height and volume they dwarf everything around them.

They certainly dwarfed me that lovely, aromatic day in the forest.
Standing in the presence of these magnificent giants is a prescription for feel-
ing small and insignificant. It was not unlike the feeling I experienced at
Harve Chrouser’s memorial service.

For generations the name Harve Chrouser ’34 has been integral to the
life of Wheaton College and Honey Rock Camp. He seemed to mark every-
one with whom he came into contact.An entire genre of literature grew up
around him—Harve Chrouser stories—and everyone who knew him seems
to have one.

In this edition of Wheaton we celebrate the life of Harve Chrouser—and
some other giants who are still with us. Chief among them are this year’s two
recipients of our Distinguished Service to Society Awards.You will read of
the years of faithful service of Dr. Louis Carter ’61, missionary surgeon, and
of the extraordinary event we held in Washington, D.C., in honor of
Congressman Dennis Hastert ’64, Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives. Here too are giants in our midst.

It’s good to feel small in the presence of those whom God has used in
such large ways, and to remember that today’s Wheaton students constitute
the small seeds God will grow into the giants of the future.

d

Duane Litfin
President
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Nickel Hagaman ’70, educator Orley Herron ’55—

who pointed to him as one of the great influences

in their lives.

Harve Chrouser.The name conjures up a thou-

sand and one images.Behind that ready smile was a

fierce determination to get the job done—be it

grooming a line outweighed 25 pounds a man, har-

vesting a Honey Rock hay crop before the rains,

petitioning favorable consideration from the admis-

sions office, raising 10 or a million dollars for a proj-

ect. For every person who sniped at his aggressive-

ness, there are a hundred who thank him—having

benefited from his vision, imagination, industry . . .

knowing that he never drove anyone harder than

himself, and within him lay a big and soft heart.

In accepting command,Harve experienced the

loneliness of making tough decisions, but as close

colleagues know,none without prayer and careful

consideration of options.Hear the late Ruth Berg

Leedy ’32, beloved chair of the women’s physical

“When he has tried me I shall come forth as gold.”

—Job 3:10

Little did Leslie Dunn ’32 realize, selling Bibles

door-to-door in the summer of 1930, that recruiting

a farm boy for his college would launch one of the

most productive careers in Wheaton’s 142-year

history.

It would have been easy when Harvey C.

Chrouser ’34 died short of his 90th birthday on

April 27 in Winfield, Illinois, to have measured the

man solely by numbers: victories, campers, boards

and committees, awards, years of service.But such

statistics miss Coach’s unique ministry to countless

people—such as businessmen Dick Parramore ’52

and Don Brinks ’50, psychologist Carol Morgan

’67,missionaries Dale Oxley ’50 and Sarah Horner

Wetzel ’74, pastor Dave Burnham ’56, chaplain Dick

Camp ’58, physician Dick Gieser ’59, coach Jack

Swartz ’52, homemaker and youth worker Penny

By the force of his personality and clarity of his mission, Harvey Chrouser ’34

left his mark on generations of Wheaton alumni. His friends remember

a coach, administrator, and camp director whose greatest joy was seeing

students dedicate themselves to the work of the gospel.

by Ray Smith ’54



education department:“Many times we sparred in

the academic ‘ring’ but always remained warm

friends.Meeting with us gals in the women’s depart-

ment, he would put on his inimitable football-field

macho front, but we really knew that in that ol’ car-

diac muscle huddled a big bunch of love.”

Above Harve’s desk was a plaque labeled

WORK.This credo stemmed from growing up

with three brothers and two sisters, helping a father

run two sawmills and a farm in Stratford,Wisconsin.

His life took a momentous turn after he entered

Wheaton at 18 and accepted Christ through the

witness of roommate Eugene Lind ’33 and friend

Bill Tillman ’31.His early mentor,Grant Whipple

’34,writes:“Harve’s drive, enthusiasm,optimism,

humor, and spiritual fervor left their imprint on my

life when we teamed to befriend a fellow football

player who had gotten into trouble and been sent to

a reformatory.Harve’s testimony precipitated deci-

sions from 150 inmates, including our friend.”

Although he played football just one year in high

school,Harve was a wiry, tenacious end and guard

on Wheaton’s varsity alongside George Olson ’34,

later his trusted line coach.

Harve and Dorothy McDonald ’34 became

engaged before Harve left after graduation for

Princeton Seminary,while Dot taught physical

education at Sterling College in Kansas. Sterling’s

president heard of the outstanding work a young

seminarian was doing with boys on the streets of

Trenton.“That’s the kind of man I need as coach

here,”he said, and went to New Jersey to interview

Harve.Dot says she and her fiancé “prayed through”

for guidance before Harve accepted that he could

minister and mold lives from ground level as well as

from a pulpit. (Plus they could now get married!)

The youngest coach in the country had two

tough seasons (5-10-2) before going 21-5 his final

three years at Sterling.His 1938 team,“The

Ironmen,”had only 12 men and won seven of eight

games.

During summers the Chrousers,working with

Whipple at The Firs in Bellingham,Washington,

caught the vision of Christian camping, even as

Coach

Harve earned his M.A. at the University of

Washington.New Wheaton President V.Raymond

Edman then called Harvey back to alma mater,

where his 1940-41 squads struggled (5-10-2).World

War II interrupted rebuilding;Harve was given a

Navy commission and assigned to a base in

Oklahoma.His ability to organize caught the eye of

Commander George Halas, legendary coach of the

Chicago Bears.The two ran the 7th Fleet recreation

and activities program throughout the Pacific for

three years.Mustered out as a lieutenant command-

er,Harve was invited to join the Bears’ coaching

staff.“Thanks,”he said,“but I’m going back to

Wheaton. I want to end the days of ‘moral victories’

and to start a camp for kids.”Halas knew his execu-

tive officer:“You can do it.God bless you.”Chrouser

was always welcome at Bears’ training camp.

Employing Halas’s famed T-formation,

Chrouser’s teams posted 100 wins, 23 losses, and 5

ties.Harve was the winningest coach among all col-

leges and universities in Illinois.His teams won nine

championships in 14 years in the College

Conference of Illinois,which he helped form in

1946, and he coached 61 all-conference and 14

Little All-America players.Wheaton was perennially

ranked by The Saturday Evening Post among the best

small-college teams in the Midwest.“Old Eagle

Eye,” as Albie Harris ’64 calls him, got his undefeat-

ed season in 1958 when ranked seventh nationally

by United Press International.Chrouser football

anecdotes are endless, as are sayings such as,

“When you get down to the goal line,

don’t forget what got you there.”Here’s a

delightful sample:

Fourth-grader Jeannie Chrouser,walking

home from school, recognizes from a block away

that it’s her dad,who never raises his voice at

home,hollering at his players

during practice.As the

late Norm

HARVEY C. CHROUSER 1912-2002



small-college games.Harve also served on the

NCAA Council and Rules Committee, chaired the

College Division Basketball Tournament, and

brought the NCAA cross-country championships

for many years to the local Chicago Golf layout.He

sat on the U.S.Olympic Basketball Committee and

had a term as president of the CCI.

Coach was a builder—attested by the four

buildings named for him.Ed Coray ’23,whom

Harve succeeded in 1951 as athletics director and

chairman of the physical education department,

credited Chrouser with the vision for, and planning

of,Coray Alumni Gym.Centennial Gym in 1960

came during his tenure, and he sparked the fitness

center carrying his name.He spent the last 20 years

after retirement in 1980 raising money and working

alongside “Harvey’s Army”of volunteers, adding

buildings to Dixon Valley Camp in Newark, Illinois.

Having chronicled his campus years, it’s hard to

believe that Harve’s most creative energies were

channeled elsewhere—to northern Wisconsin. From

his introduction to camping as co-director of

Bethany and Pine Lake campus (1947-49) to the

completion of 30 years as director of 800-acre

Honey Rock Camp, founded in 1951, some say that

no single man has had more impact on the

Christian camping movement. Supported by Bill

“Coachie”Gale ’26 and longtime women’s program

director Dot,Harve’s dynamic philosophy of creat-

ing wilderness testing experiences for campers in a

biblical context has equipped more than 20,000 kids

and 2,500 student instructors. It was he who con-

vinced President Edman that Wheaton student

counselors and staff should earn college credit for

Herbert ’51 recalled, here was a Christian coach

who never swore in his Christian life but could

“peel paint off a new car at a hundred paces with

just his tongue! Would you ever miss another tackle

if Coach yelled across the field,‘Herbert, you forgot

to kiss his feet as he ran over you!’ ”Anyway, Jeannie

was very distressed as she went into the house.

“Mommy,Daddy was yelling at them!”

“But Jeannie, he didn’t mean it the way it 

sounds.”

Jeannie:“Do they know that?”

An opposing scout once questioned Wheaton’s

Christian commitment based on how vigorously

our head coach was challenging an official’s ruling

on the field.Well, you didn’t have to see Harve’s

well-marked-up Bible to know his priorities. Lee

Troup ’51 says:“What impressed me most was our

evening prayer meetings before games. . . .He made

us feel this was the climax of our preparation and

made no bones about his own need for relying on

Christ.”Chuck Holsinger ’49 echoes,“I soon

learned he had a greater joy than winning games—

to see men and women dedicate themselves to

Christian work.”

Harve was elected in 1973 to the Helm’s Fou-

ndation Football Coaches Hall of Fame and, four

years later, to the Athletic Directors Hall of Fame.

Few realized how much his professional peers

at the national level tapped his talent.Walter Byers,

executive director of the NCAA, cites Harve’s fore-

sight on the College Division Reorganization

Committee as most responsible for the

formation of its College Division.“He

believed that intercollegiate sports

should be conducted with the highest

standards of honor and fair play,”Byers

says.“And he had the courage of

his convictions to speak out

forcefully.”Chrouser

received nationwide atten-

tion when he warned that

the expansion of TV cover-

age of big-time Saturday

football would hurt atten-

dance and revenues at

Harve and
Dot McDonald

Chrouser established
Honey Rock Camp in

1951, and Harve
remained actively

involved in the camp
(right) until his retire-

ment 30 years later.
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working at Honey Rock.

Fellow faculty member Bud Williams M.A. ’66,

past president of the Christian Camping Association,

has worked at Honey Rock since 1963.“Harve

demanded excellence,”Bud says.“He always said

that responsibility was one of the greatest developers

of character.He treated kids like adults, not afraid to

correct them right on the spot, but instantly for-

gave.”Ann Thomsen Albinson ’80 spent three years

as a high-school worker at “The Rock.”“He had a

presence that was felt throughout the camp, and you

didn’t want to disappoint him,” she says.“Most of us

came away instilled with a strong work ethic.”

Famous was Coach’s love for youth.“He’d be riding

around on his bulldozer doing his work, and he’d

always stop and put kids on the Cat, just to be

around them,”Bud recalls.

Chrouser’s motto,“Nothing Should be Wasted

Ever,” kept both Honey Rock and his athletics

department solvent during lean years.Harve would

scrounge for free food to supply the kitchen—dent-

ed cans of soup that Campbell’s couldn’t sell, or

mystery cans with missing labels.Once he’d been

given enough drink powder that,Bud says,“We

could have turned the entire Long Lake into an

orange drink.”He took the leather covers off 500

discarded motorcycle seats and used the wires

underneath as concrete supports in a building.All

the military surpluses could see Chrouser—and his

“sharp”pencil—coming.And few of Harve’s alumni

could turn him down when asked for help or dona-

tions.Toward the end, he was writing letters from his

hospital bed on behalf of a dining hall at Dixon

Valley.

Nor did he neglect church, community, or

family.Harve was an elder and deacon at College

Church, a popular member of the Wheaton Lions

Club, and a director of Wheaton Federal Savings &

Loan.He started the Century Club to encourage

the support of local athletics, served on the faculty

senate, and co-founded the athletics Hall of Honor.

Harvey richly merited the Distinguished Service to

Alma Mater award in 1968, telling the Record:“I’m

awed by it all. I’ve never taken inventory of my life. I

thank the Lord for my rich experiences.”And with

a grin, he added:“It’s a lot of gravy for a small pota-

to.”

He is survived by Dot; sons Bill ’63 (a college

professor) and Dan ’64 (a missionary teacher in

South Africa) and daughter Jean Burkhart ’66 (a

missionary in Asia) and their spouses; seven grand-

children; and four great-grandchildren.

As Charles Schoenherr ’50—a retired college

president who led the nation in scoring on

Chrouser’s 1947 team—says,“Oh,how we need

more Harve Chrousers!”

“Up to a Standard, Not Down to a Price!”
How profound to remember
These words of advice
From our friend, Harvey Chrouser,
How precious and wise!

The first time I met him in Fall ’48,
A promising season did “Crusaders” await.
Coach Chrouser did greet us,
His words of advice:
Play “Up to a Standard,
Not Down to a Price!”

A great football coach with winning his aim,
Concerned for our lives even more than the 

game,
He showed us Christ’s way,
His word of advice:
Live “Up to a Standard,
Not Down to a Price!”

When Honey Rock beckoned to be number one,
A call from his Lord that was second to none,
To challenge his leaders,
His word of advice:

Lead “Up to a Standard,
Not Down to a Price.”

He awoke Sunday morning to the sound of 
his name,

“It’s time to come Home, Harvey,
Don’t miss this Great Game!
For Heaven’s the place where by My 

Wondrous Grace
You’ve kept your advice,
Living Up to a Standard, Not Down to a 

Price!”

Up to a Standard, Not Down to a Price!
In tribute to Harvey C. Chrouser, man of God
W. Lee Troup ’51 

Coach
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Hundreds of alumni and friends of the College gather in Washington, D.C., to honor Speaker of the

House J. Dennis Hastert ’64, recipient of the 2002 Distinguished Service to Society Award.

College came from 24 states and the District

of Columbia to honor Speaker Hastert, who

graduated from Wheaton in 1964, with the

Alumni Association’s Alumnus for the Year

2002 Distinguished Service to Society Award.

But the evening was also testimony to the

extraordinary achievements of so many of the

College’s alumni. Said President Duane Litfin

by way of welcome:“Wheaton College has a

long history of producing effective servant

leaders, men and women who have distin-

guished themselves in every walk of life. Many

of these leaders are known to the public, but

many more are not.”

One who is becoming better known

in spite of himself is Michael Gerson ’86,

President George W. Bush’s director of presi-

dential speechwriting. (In politics that job is

supposed to be invisible but rarely is.)

Wheaton went to Washington and it was a

pretty sight.

On a breezy April night, 50 flower-fes-

tooned banquet tables stretched across the vast

atrium of the Ronald Reagan building, just

down the street from the White House. A

string quartet from the College’s Conservatory

played. Eight students sang

a rousing version of John

Philip Sousa’s “Stars and

Stripes Forever.” (Did you

know it had words?) At the

center of it all was Dennis

Hastert, Speaker of the

House, the uncommon

common man from Yorkville,

Illinois.

More than 550 alumni

and friends of Wheaton

6 Wheaton

by Don Holt ’57



Speaker of the House

as was Ambassador Clyde Taylor ’59, now

retired after 40 years in the foreign service.

J. C.Watts, the former quarterback from

Oklahoma who is a Republican congressman

from that state, gave a heartfelt benediction

befitting the ordained Baptist minister that

he is.

Tom Paulsen ’70, outgoing Alumni

Association president, gave the award. After the

program, President Litfin went down to the

banquet floor with a hand-held mike to collect

tributes. Lisa Brosious Beamer ’91 was the first

Representing the White House, he read a

letter from the president that began “Dear

Denny.”“In all the callings of your life,”

President Bush wrote,“you have demonstrated

the character for which Wheaton stands.This

award is a fitting tribute to your quiet effec-

tiveness, to your honesty and fairness, to your

example of civility and kindness, and to your

leadership expressed in service to others.”

The event had its origins last year when

the Alumni Association board decided to

honor Speaker Hastert with the 2002 award.

Then the problem became how and when to

give it. Under the Constitution, the Speaker

of the House stands third in line for the presi-

dency behind the vice president. Since the

attacks of September 11, that fact alone has

put increasing pressure on Rep. Hastert’s

schedule.

That led to a decision to hold the event in

Washington.There was more involved than

succession issues. College Trustees wanted to

share the moment with a larger community.

“We wanted to celebrate Speaker Hastert in

context with his political world,” said Marilee

A. Melvin ’72, vice president for alumni rela-

tions, who, with Mark Dillon, vice president

for advancement, planned the event.The

Speaker of the House occupies one of the pre-

mier political posts in the federal government,

particularly when his party also occupies the

presidency. Speaker Hastert must work closely

with the White House to help translate the

president’s agenda into legislation. He has to

organize, strategize, and compromise—and

sometimes find a few Democratic votes.

A dozen current and former members of

Congress came to the dinner, including Dick

Armey of Texas, the majority leader, and Bob

Michel, the now retired Illinois congressman

who led House Republicans during all the

years that the Democrats controlled the speak-

ership. Former Rep. Jack Kemp, who ran

for vice president with Bob Dole, was there,

If you missed
the two broadcasts
of the event on
C-SPAN, visit
www.wheaton.edu/
wetn to view the
video.



In addition to his jobs,

Denny was on two varsity

teams. He was a heavy-

weight wrestler for George

Olson ’34 and played football for Harvey

Chrouser ’34. (When the memorial service for

Coach Chrouser, who had died the previous

Saturday night, was held at College Church in

Wheaton two days after the dinner, Speaker

Hastert was there.)

Intending a career in business, Denny

majored in business and economics. Instead,

he took a teaching job at the high school

back home, expecting to try it for a couple

of years. He stayed 16 years, until leaving for

Springfield as a member of the state House

in 1980. He taught American history and

government and coached football and

wrestling, picking up a master’s degree

along the way. In 1976, his wrestling team

won the state championship. Says Rollin

Havens, who often coached against

to speak. She talked of those terrible

days after September 11, when her

husband,Todd Beamer ’91, was killed

in the crash of United Flight 93 in

Pennsylvania.With the words that

later became a battle cry,“Let’s roll,”

he and fellow passengers fought back

against the hijackers, who apparently had

intended to hit the Capitol or the White

House.

Lisa Beamer had come to Washington

for the president’s address to a joint session

of Congress on September 20. She began

her visit in the Speaker’s office in the Capitol.

“I thought I was there for a quick handshake,”

she said.“But he spent a lot of time with me.

He wanted to know how I was feeling. He

showed great compassion, and it was very help-

ful. He had great responsibilities at that time,

and he cared about me and my family.”

She had touched on what was to be a

recurrent theme through the evening: that

Dennis Hastert is a humble man who never

sought high office and who has consistently put

the needs of others ahead of his own. He grew

up in the Yorkville area where his parents

owned a restaurant.At Wheaton he earned

tuition by working a number of jobs, including

delivering milk to restaurants and grocery

stores on weekends, starting around 3 A.M. “It

always impressed me that Denny not only paid

his way through college, but he also was able to

save money,” said classmate Rollin Havens ’64.

Notable guests at
the dinner included

(from top right)
Michael Gerson ’86,

President Bush’s
speechwriter; former
Cabinet secretaries

Samuel Skinner (left)
and Jack Kemp; Rep.

J. C.Watts; and
author Os Guinness.

Below: Dennis
Hastert met with

Lisa Brosious
Beamer ’91

and Wheaton
College President

Duane Litfin.

Photos by Les Barker & Ellen Rising Morris



Speaker Hastert (from
top) caught up with
former coaching col-
league Don Church
’57.A musical
tribute featured 13
Conservatory students.
Rep. Jim Ryun (left)
met fellow Kansan
Leroy King, a member
of the College’s Board
of Visitors.
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Speaker of the House

him at another Illinois high

school: “I almost admire Denny

more for that than for his being

Speaker of the House. People don’t

realize how hard it is to organize and

train a team from a public school to

the level required to win a state cham-

pionship.”

For his part, Speaker Hastert says

he loved teaching. Had he not been

“bitten by the politics bug,” as he puts

it, he might well still be at it.

The bug bit

slowly. As a top high school

wrestling coach, he became

president of the Illinois

Wrestling Coaches

Association and

ultimately leader of the

national group. In both jobs

he lobbied legislatures, first in

the state capitol and then in

Washington. He says he

realized,“I could do that.”

After three terms in the Illinois legislature, he

was elected to Congress.

Arriving in Congress as a freshman was

made easier, he told the dinner guests, because

of the welcome of the Wheaton grads who

were already there: Sen. Dan Coats ’65,

Republican of Indiana, and Rep. Jim

McDermott ’58, Democrat of Washington.

“Even though Jim was on the other side of the

aisle,” said Speaker Hastert, “he was very good

to me.”

Coats served 18 years in the House and

Senate and is now ambassador to Germany. He

wrote from Berlin:“It was a pleasure both to

attend Wheaton College and serve with you in

Congress.You are the same quality person now

that you were then.”

The theme of changelessness was echoed

by other old friends.Tom Jarman ’65 not

only went through Wheaton with Hastert,

but also grade school and high school. “He

hasn’t changed since the seventh grade,

though you would think he would have made

more progress since then,” said Tom, to much

laughter from the dinner guests. “But the

point is, he’s the same person. He said then,

and he believes now, that you can be anything

you want to be.”Tom followed Denny into

teaching and coaching. He is now wrestling

coach at Manchester College in Indiana.

Tom is still close to Denny.“We talk a lot

about affairs of the world,” he said,“but usually

in a rowboat with fishing poles

in our hands.” Denny slipped

off with Tom to attend the

NCAA Division I wrestling

finals in upstate New York in

March.

Wheaton’s rich heritage

was represented by the presence

of former President Hudson T.

Armerding ’41 and his wife,

Miriam (Bailey) ’42.There were

also lots of former football

players, wrestlers, and coaches. Pete Willson

’50, who coached Wheaton’s wrestling team for

17 years, was seen weaving through the crowds

at the reception carrying Morgan Beamer, the

4-month-old daughter of Lisa Beamer, in one

arm, shaking hands with the other.

When the program ended, an amazing

thing happened. Hardly anybody left. Lisa

Beamer must have shaken a hundred hands.

Dennis Hastert, the man of the hour as well

as the man of the House, lingered well into

the night, talking to friends, old and new.

From the opening prayer by Rev. Daniel

Coughlin, chaplain of the House, to the

closing prayer by J. C.Watts, it was clear that

God was present. Said Sarah Franklin ’02,

vice president of student government who

brought greetings from the student body:“It

could have been prideful.There was pride.

But it was pride in what God has done.”

Wheaton 9

The event “could have

been prideful.There was

pride. But it was pride

in what God has done.”

-- Sarah Franklin ’02 
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Jesus Christ:
The End and Ground

of Tolerance

Pastor and author

John Piper ’68

delivered com-

mencement

addresses at

Wheaton College on

May 11 and 12. The

following is his

message to the

Class of 2002, the

College’s 143rd

graduating class.



Commencement

he events of September 11 last year
unleashed in the Christian community a

tidal wave of compassion and cowardice.The
compassion at ground zero and beyond has been
beautiful, and is owing to the life that remains in
the tree of conviction concerning Jesus Christ.
The cowardice is owing to the fact that for
many the root of the tree of conviction has
been severed.A long time before September 11,
the ax of unbelief had been laid to the root of
conviction and the withering of courage was
predictable.

The cowardice I have in mind, of course, is
not the daring of Todd Beamer
’91 on United Flight 93 over
Pennsylvania.The cowardice I
have in mind is the fear in the
hearts of Christian clergy to
make the supremacy of Jesus
Christ central in the public
religious events that followed
the calamity, especially when
Muslims were present.When
Jesus Christ Himself, the cruci-
fied God-man and the Lord of
glory, is made subordinate to the cultivation of
amicable, patriotic, religious feeling, He is cruci-
fied afresh on the altar of clerical cowardice. It
was a sad spectacle.

And it has set many of us to pondering
with more urgency than we ever have the issues
of tolerance and religious pluralism in national
and global perspective.There are not many
issues that the Class of 2002 needs to have more
clear than this:What is the relationship between
Jesus Christ and religious pluralism and toler-
ance?

The issue of religious pluralism and toler-
ance in the world is tremendously complex for
several reasons. One is that religion is woven
into life and produces behaviors that may meet
intolerant legal regulation: letting your child die
rather than using medical treatment, smoking
peyote as part of a religious rite, practicing
polygamy, refusing to pledge allegiance to the

American flag.And the issue is complex because
with the rise of Islamic states and the civil
implementation of sharia, the assumptions that
we have of separating church and state are
increasingly challenged.And we find ourselves
today, for example, pouring billions of dollars
into the creation of a state in the Middle East
that is committed to religious intolerance.

But complexity or no complexity, the
members of the Class of 2002 will have to take
a position on this issue, because neutrality is a
position, and a very radical one.What is the
relationship between Jesus Christ and religious

pluralism and tolerance? I
want to plant a seed in the soil
of your mind and heart in the
hope that they will grow up
and become a tree of unshak-
able biblical conviction and
courage and love.

Here’s the seed: Jesus
Christ, the source and ground
of all truth, will Himself one
day bring an end to all toler-
ance, and He alone will be

exalted as the one and only Lord and Savior and
Judge of the universe.Therefore, since Jesus
Christ alone, the Creator and Lord of history,
has the right to wield the tolerance-ending
sword, we dare not.

To put it another way:All religious toler-
ance will end because Christ will come.And
therefore it dare not end until He comes.

To put it a third way: Because Christ alone
is absolute and infinite in His wisdom and
power and justice and grace, He alone is the
final end of tolerance, and therefore the present
ground of tolerance.

Or to put it more personally, you not only
may, but must, make room for religious plural-
ism in the world, not in spite of, but because of,
the absolute Lordship of Jesus Christ over all
false religions.

Or, to put it most radically and most vio-
lently—and most biblically—since the wrath

Wheaton 11
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tion of amicable, patriotic,

religious feeling, He is cruci-

fied afresh on the altar of

clerical cowardice.



“WE BELIEVE in the bodily resurrection
of the just and unjust, the everlasting punish-
ment of the lost, and the everlasting blessedness
of the saved.”

In other words,Wheaton College does not
believe in eternal tolerance.Wheaton College
and every honest professor who signs this state-
ment believe that religious tolerance will one
day end.And, unless I judge wrongly,Wheaton
College also believes that religious pluralism and
tolerance in the world will remain, and must
remain, until Christ Himself, in person, puts it
to an end.

In the last hours of His life in answer to
Pontius Pilate, Jesus said,“My kingdom is not of
this world. If my kingdom were of this world,
my servants would have been fighting, that I
might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my
kingdom is not from the world” (John 18:36).

This does not mean that the kingdom of
Christ has no impact on this world.The salt and
light and truth and beauty that the kingdom of
Christ brings to this world are inestimable.What
it means is that this kingdom does not advance
by the sword.To spread the gospel and establish
the church of Christ and transform the world,
Christ puts one sword into the hands of His
people: the Word of God.

And in that Word He says,“Repay no one

of Jesus will consign to
everlasting punishment
all who do not obey
the gospel, therefore
we must give place to
wrath, and love our ene-
mies. Since Christ alone,
crucified for sinners,
has the final right to kill
His religious enemies,
therefore Christianity
will spread not by killing
for Christ, but by dying
with Christ—that others
might live.The final tri-
umph of the crucified
Christ is a call to patient suffering, not political
success.

Listen to the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessa-
lonians 1:7-10:“The Lord Jesus [will be]
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels
in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those
who do not know God and on those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.They
will suffer the punishment of eternal destruc-
tion, away from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of his might, when he comes
on that day to be glorified in his saints, and

to be marveled at among
all who have believed.”

Wheaton College
embraces this terrible and
glorious truth with these
words:

“WE BELIEVE in
the blessed hope that Jesus
Christ will soon return
to this earth, personally,
visibly, and unexpectedly,
in power and great glory,
to gather His elect, to
raise the dead, to judge
the nations, and to bring
His Kingdom to fulfill-
ment.

12 Wheaton

John Piper ’68
has been the senior

pastor of Bethlehem
Baptist Church in
Minneapolis since
1980. He is the

founder of Desiring
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an author and speak-
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the Nations be
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Noël (Henry) ’69,
have five children.



Commencement

evil for evil. . . . Beloved, never avenge your-
selves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is
written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord’ ” (Rom. 12:17, 19).The vengeance of
Christ, and the end of tolerance, is the ground
of love, not violence.

Therefore Christian graduates of Wheaton
College will not play the Joshua of the conquest
of Canaan, which was a redemptive-historical
season of savagery and judgment, appointed
by God for a limited time and place. But now
with the coming of Jesus into the world and
the kingdom of God being taken away from
Israel (Matt. 21:43) and given to a people
bearing the fruits of it from every tribe and
tongue and nation—Palestinian, Jew, Saudi,
Afghani, Latino, Chinese—a new time and
a new way is here: the way of suffering and
patience and love and courage, persuading
and pleading with the world to be reconciled
to God.

Lord, do you want us to tell fire
to come down from heaven and
consume them (Luke 9:54-56)? No,
you don’t know what spirit you are of.
Come, walk with me toward Jerusalem;
we have other villages to reach. Lord,
an enemy has sown weeds with the
wheat in the world. Do you want

us to go pull them
up? No. Let them
grow.At harvest
time I will tell the
reapers, Gather
the weeds first
and bind them
in bundles to be
burned, but
gather the wheat
into my barn
(Matt. 13:30).

God, should
we fight to spare
our Christ the

shame of rejection
and the cross? No. Put your sword away. Join my
Son on the Calvary road. Show by your willing-
ness to rejoice in unjust treatment for Christ’s
sake that your treasure is in heaven, and that you
know the day is coming when all tolerance will
cease, and Christ alone will be exalted. Let that
be your joy and your hope, Class of 2002.
Follow the crucified Christ in patient suffering.
Don’t kill to spread your faith. Die to spread
your faith. Christ is the end and the ground of
your tolerance and your suffering. Give place to
wrath. Love your enemies.

May the seed of this message find good soil
in the Class of 2002 so that you become
unshakable trees of conviction and 
courage and love.
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performing operations.“I will lit-

erally just draw a line with a ster-

ilized marker and say,‘Cut here,’ ”

Louis says.“If things get too com-

plicated or the doctor doesn’t feel

comfortable doing a particular

procedure, then I step in to take

over.”
Because of Louis’s recent

work with Home Schooling for
Missionary and National
Doctors, and his three decades of
devotion to medical missions, the
Alumni Association during
Alumni Weekend 2002 recog-
nized Louis with its Distinguished
Service to Society Award.

Louis had heard God’s call to
missions even before he enrolled
at Wheaton in the late 1950s, and
he majored in general science and
premedical studies in preparation
for medical school.Louis and
Anne were married a year after
Louis’s graduation,while he was a
student at the University of
Tennessee College of Medicine
in Memphis.

Louis,who had been elected

to Alpha Omega Alpha, the med-

ical honor society, completed

medical school intending to spe-

cialize in internal medicine.A

four-month fellowship in rural

Tanzania caused him to reconsid-

er.His host missionary, a general

practitioner,was required to per-

form surgical procedures because

he was the only doctor at the

hospital. Louis observed the

doctor’s frustration at his inability

to give the care his patients

needed.This experience led

previous four years.

For the past seven years,

Louis and his wife,Anne, a regis-

tered surgical nurse, have rewrit-

ten the job description of a med-

ical missionary. Instead of visiting

a hospital, donating their services,

and moving on, the Carters

intend to leave a more perma-

nent contribution.

In cooperation with SIM,or

Serving in Mission,Louis and

Anne have founded a ministry

devoted to educating and equip-

ping missionary and national

doctors in their own hospitals

with their own patients. Louis,

who is board certified in three

surgical specialties—general, plas-

tic, and hand—also gives the

doctors materials they normally

would not have access to, such as

surgical instruments and equip-

ment, books, videos, suture, and

other supplies.

The Carters have made 27

overseas trips to 16 hospitals in

12 countries since 1996.Though

they generally travel to Africa,

they also lead a yearly two-week

trek into the jungles of Papua

New Guinea with doctors from

the United States.They have also

conducted seminars and worked

in hospitals in Asia and South

America.

It is the Carters’mission to

teach local doctors to “cope in

their own situation,”Anne says. In

residence at the hospitals for two

weeks to three months, the Car-

ters divide their days between

lectures for the surgical staff and

At a children’s hospital on a
recent trip to Kijabe,Kenya,Dr.
Louis Carter, Jr., ’61 noticed a
boy whose wrist was bent down-
ward and whose fingers had
scarred to his palm,making his
hand completely unusable.

Like hundreds of patients
before him,here was a boy Louis
was called and trained to heal.
Only this time,when he inquired
about the boy’s condition,
Louis—a surgeon,missionary, and
teacher—was turned away by the
hospital’s senior resident.

“You don’t need to see
him,” the resident said.“We can
handle it.”

“Let’s schedule an operation
before I leave,”Louis replied.“I’d
like to help.This is a severe case.”

“I know. . . .But you’ve
taught us how to do it.”

The next day,Louis saw

another boy who just a year earli-

er suffered from the same condi-

tion.The patient’s face was unfa-

miliar to him,but Louis recog-

nized his work on the boy’s

healed hand—but only by exten-

sion.The surgery had actually

been performed by the resident

and a missionary doctor.Louis

had taught them the procedure

during six visits over the

Because of his treatment

of bodies and care for souls,

Dr. Louis Carter, Jr., ’61 is

a recipient of the Alumni

Association’s Distinguished

Service to Society Award.

14 Wheaton
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Louis back to the United States

to be trained as a surgeon.

A year into his surgical resi-

dency, just as the Vietnam conflict

was intensifying,Louis enlisted in

the U.S.Air Force.Working with

a team of surgeons in South

Vietnam for a year,Louis per-

formed 850 major operations.

When his Air Force commitment

ended,he returned to the United

States to complete his residency.

It was during this time that the

Carters adopted their children,

David and Laney.

From 1974 to 1987, except

for time spent in a residency pro-

gram in plastic surgery, the

Carters were traditional medical

missionaries in Nigeria. In addi-

tion to performing general and

plastic surgery,Louis taught resi-

dents at SIM’s Egbe and Evangel

hospitals and the University of Jos

Teaching Hospital.

The Carters returned to

Chattanooga,Tennessee, so their

children could attend school, and

Louis was hired by a private prac-

tice and joined the teaching fac-

ulty of the University of Tenn-

essee College of Medicine.By

1995,with their children grown,

Louis and Anne felt it was time

to go back to missionary work.

“Since there was no other

full-time missionary plastic or

hand surgeon,”Louis says,“we

felt that God wanted us to travel

to various mission hospitals and

teach missionary and national

doctors basic plastic and hand

surgery.”

The Carters visit several hos-

pitals each year.At home in

Chattanooga between trips, Louis

raises funds and buys equipment

for future travels.Each trip costs

about $25,000.

Louis and Anne consider

themselves missionaries first and

medical professionals second.

Louis says they choose hospitals

“where there is a Christian wit-

ness on hand.”Meeting physical

needs often opens a door for the

Carters and other Christians to

meet spiritual needs.

Patients suffering from

burns, trauma, and birth defects

such as cleft lip have more to deal

with than physical problems,

though those are often severe.

“When you get burned,”Louis

says,“you move to a position of

the most comfort,which often

leads to serious disfigurement.

When you see someone with his

head scarred down to his shoul-

der or his fingers fused together

so that it doesn’t even look like a

hand—that sort of tissue damage

results over months and years of

skin contracting in that position.”

These patients are often

rejected by communities that

look upon physical deformities as

evidence of sin or evil.“Hopefully

the surgery will remove the stig-

ma associated with deformity,”

Louis says,“especially if the sur-

gery is done at a young age.

“It takes something like this

to turn their hearts to God,”

Louis says.“They have tried

everything else, but it is this phys-

ical change in their life—and

showing them love and con-

cern—that opens the door to the

gospel.” In each of the hospitals,

the gospel is taught by chaplains,

by the Jesus Film, and through

the compassionate care given by

hospital staff members.

“All of our training, every-

thing we have belongs to the

Lord,”Louis says.“I could be

practicing in the United States,

but we gave up the right to direct

our steps. It is so much better for

Him to lead us than for us to lead

ourselves. . . .God has given us

the skills, and they are His.”

by Michael Murray



’02: Just try to keep up.)

About 240 people, includ-

ing spouses, participated in the

Class of ’52 events.Two had

traveled from Austria and

Switzerland, and two others

hadn’t been on campus in 50

years.At the class program on

Saturday, Jim Shepley ’52 said,

“The college experience is

what you remember after you

forget what you’ve learned—

and what you remember is

people.”

THANKFUL FOR FRIENDSHIPS

When Elizabeth Shirk

Blackstone ’27 enrolled at

Wheaton, Charles Blanchard,

son of founder Jonathan

Blanchard, was still the presi-

dent.“Every Friday in chapel,

he warned the girls of darkness

and cloudy conditions over

the weekend,” she says with

a laugh.

Just as the College’s newest

graduates—the Class of 2002—

prepared to leave Wheaton, 700

alumni representing 10 classes

made their way back to campus

May 9 to 12 to celebrate the

anniversaries of their own

commencement exercises.

The Class of 1952 kicked

off Alumni Weekend on

Thursday evening with an open

house, and the activities didn’t

end until Wheaton’s 143rd

graduating class exited Edman

Chapel with diplomas in hand.

A GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

The 50-year reunion class

referred to the weekend as a

“marathon celebration”—and

with good reason. In addition

to the open house on Thursday,

the class had a breakfast, cam-

pus tour, luncheon, and dinner

on Friday; a program, class

photo (see pages 25 to 38 for

all class photos), and diploma

dinner on Saturday; and a

breakfast and worship service

on Sunday.This itinerary is in

addition to the events open to

all alumni: a symposium, the

Festival of Faith concert, the

Treasures of Wheaton lecture, a

punch reception, and a celebra-

tion luncheon. (Hey, Class of

16 Wheaton
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Elizabeth treasures the time

she spent at Wheaton, and she

is especially thankful for the

lifelong friendship she devel-

oped with her roommate,

Virginia Emery Fuller ’29.After

Alumni Weekend in Wheaton,

Elizabeth, who lives in

Pasadena, California, visited

with Virginia in Grand Rapids,

Michigan. Elizabeth says she

and Virginia have written to

each other nearly every week

since graduation.

Elizabeth and her husband

were missionaries in China for

20 years, and later, while teach-

ing in California, she received a

national award for excellence in

teaching.

In a letter to the Alumni

Association, Elizabeth writes,

“Wheaton College has meant a

great deal to many thousands

over the years, and through

them, the world. God has richly

‘What You Remember
Is People’
Graduates from the classes

of 1927, ’32, ’37, ’42, ’47,

’52, ’57, ’62, ’67, and ’72

return to campus for

reunions in May.
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Under the Tower

blessed us, and I feel fortunate

to be a part of it all.”

DR. CARTER’S MISSION

Surgeon, missionary, and

teacher Louis Carter, Jr., ’61,

recipient of the Alumni

Association’s 2002

Distinguished Service to

Society Award (see page 14),

discussed his recent work dur-

ing a symposium on Friday

titled “Moral Formation:The

Role of the Body.”

Dr. Carter—who is board

certified in general, plastic, and

hand surgery—and his wife,

Anne, a surgical nurse, have

made 27 trips to 12 countries.

Louis instructs local physicians

and performs operations on

patients suffering from trauma,

burns, and various birth defects.

They also provide hospitals

with the necessary surgical

equipment and supplies for this

type of specialized care.

Just before arriving in

Wheaton for Alumni Weekend,

the Carters had spent three

months in a remote village in

Kenya. Dr. Carter showed

photos from his recent trips,

including a number of before-

and-after shots of patients who

had been ostracized or neglect-

ed by their communities

because of their appearance.

After Dr. Carter’s presenta-

tion, four alumni panelists

spoke briefly on related topics:

Chris Ellerman ’75, executive

growth and missions scholar-

ship. He was the founding dean

of the School of World Mission

at Fuller Theological Seminary.

Chris Mitchell M.A. ’87,

director of the Marion E.Wade

Center, closed the session by

discussing a phenomenon sur-

rounding the Wade Center’s

seven authors.Although all of

the authors wrote specifically

for an audience in Great

Britain, Dr. Mitchell says, their

works have achieved worldwide

influence, with translations in

several languages.

For their class program on

Saturday, the Class of ’72 visited

the new Wade Center for a

lecture and tour.The 30-year

reunion class hosted 28 former

faculty and staff members at a

dinner on Saturday.

SEE YOU AT HOMECOMING

Homecoming 2002 is just

three months away. Check the

tentative schedule on page 33,

and make plans now to be back

on campus October 4 and 5.

by Michael Murray

director of Outreach Com-

munity Ministries in Wheaton;

Robert Scheidt ’56, a surgeon

at Van Wert County Hospital in

Ohio; Edee Schulze M.A. ’89,

dean of student life at Wheaton

College; and Ruth Williams

’82, an ophthalmologist in

Wheaton.

Dr. Carter received his dis-

tinguished service award at the

alumni celebration luncheon

on Saturday, when the Alumni

Association honored all of the

reunion classes.

SEARCHING THE ARCHIVES

The three alumni who direct

the three archives and research

centers on campus made pre-

sentations during the Treasures

of Wheaton lecture on Saturday

morning.

David Malone M.A. ’92,

head of the Wheaton College

Archives and Special Collec-

tions, discussed the life of E.

Margaret Clarkson, a Canadian

elementary school teacher who

wrote 17 books and several

hymns, including “So Send I

You,”“O Father,You Are

Sovereign,” and “We Come,

O Christ, to Thee.”

Next up was Robert

Shuster ’73, director of the Billy

Graham Center Archives. His

lecture focused on Donald

McGavran, a missionary and

scholar.After working for 31

years in India, McGavran

turned his attention to church

About 700 alumni
returned for the week-
end, including (from
top) Phil Foxwell, Jr.,
’80 (left) and Phil
Foxwell, Sr., ’42;
Miriam Bailey
Armerding ’42, for-
mer first lady of
Wheaton; and the
Class of 1952’s
King’s Quartet.



In Afghanistan,

a Wheaton

alumna wit-

nesses the

effects of

drought,

incompetent

government,

an earth-

quake, and

two decades

of war.

policies, such as banning

laughter, music, and kite flying,

I thought to myself,“Why not

the flowers?”

During the rest of the

drive to our office in Mazar-e-

sharif, I reflected on the state

of other regions—the Congo,

North Korea, Sudan—where

unjust, corrupt governments

perpetuate slow onset disasters

like those in Afghanistan. So

many questions came to my

mind.What about the people

who have suffered so grievous-

ly? How does God respond to

all this?

I hesitate to make any

connection between the

drought, the Taliban, and God’s

role in all this. I fear hasty con-

clusions that lead to indifferent,

unreflective hearts.And at this

point I have more questions

than answers. Does He hear

the cries of the oppressed and

topple governments? Does He

use weather patterns to shape

nations? How does religious

persecution play a part in all

this? And how am I to respond

to the suffering right now? The

answers slowly unfold before

me at our most recent food

distribution as a beautiful 12-

year-old girl, who is handi-

capped and recently orphaned,

tells me her story of survival.

Do we have ears to listen?

by Sara Lim ’98, M.A. ’01

ly displaced people that news

agencies called “war refugees”

were often drought victims

who had been living in

makeshift camps for more than

a year.

It’s one thing to read this

litany of tragedies, and quite

another to see eyes burn and

tears spill as people recount

loved ones lost and remember

those desperate days when

there was no food.

Since autumn, many

non-governmental organiza-

tions and international agen-

cies such as the United

Nations have distributed food

and non-food items to the

Afghan people. Before the

rains came, some thought we

would have to continue the

distributions until 2003 to

avoid a full-blown famine.The

mild winter seemed like an

ominous sign.The spring,

however, brought better news.

Some Afghans say the

rain came with the return of

the former king. But many

more connect the spring rains

with the end of the Taliban.

To be honest, when the driver

first linked the Taliban with

the absence of flowers, I imag-

ined the Taliban sadistically

organizing campaigns to pull

out all the country’s flowers

in case the Afghans received

too much pleasure from them.

In light of their other public

“During the Taliban, there

were no flowers,” the driver

said as we raced down one of

the few well-paved roads in

Afghanistan. I turned my head

away from the stunning

Impressionistic scene of yellow

and red poppies, the non-

opium variety, liberally sprin-

kled in an endless field of

green and glanced askance at

the driver. Since his eyes were

firmly fixed on the road, he

couldn’t have seen the sudden

crease on my forehead.Yet he

seemed to understand my

unspoken question.“Because of

the drought,” he replied.

When I first arrived in the

region in November 2001,

many feared that the drought

in northern Afghanistan would

continue for the fourth straight

year.The first three years of

drought had brought an

unmitigated disaster as it over-

lapped with an incompetent

Taliban government, a severe

earthquake, a general state of

underdevelopment, plus two

decades of war.

Countless people

were displaced

from their homes

as the price of

food rose with

each season’s

failed crops.

Relief workers

quickly learned

that the internal-

18 Wheaton
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When I was a senior in col-

lege, I once sat in my favorite

professor’s office and thought

that it must be a wonderful

thing to be a teacher. Like

most kids from rural Missouri,

I never met a college professor

while growing up.Thus, it

never occurred to me to think

about Christian higher educa-

tion as a vocation.

By the time I had finished

my B.A. at Southwest Baptist

College, however, my teachers

had instilled in me a sense of

the importance of the ministry

of instructing others for, as we

say at Wheaton, Christ and His

kingdom. Since I entered the

teaching life I have not want-

ed to do anything else, at least

not in place of it.Teaching

students, writing books, and

learning from colleagues con-

tinue to confirm what I

thought as an undergradu-

ate—the teaching life is a

wonderful calling. I think this

is especially true because I get

to teach the Bible, God’s

inerrant written Word.

Teaching the Bible to

today’s students is an interest-

ing, sometimes frustrating,

task.They often know little

beyond the basic Bible stories

they learned as children, since

biblical content is often left

out of youth-group meetings.

So students know that they

should wait to have sex and

should tell others about Jesus,

but often little else.The result

can be a dangerous division

between worship on Sunday

or in chapel and decisions

made during the rest of the

week.Thus, my task is to help

them learn the Bible’s con-

tents so they can have some

chance of applying the whole

of Scripture to their increas-

ingly complex lives.As they

learn, many of them grow

rapidly.Their Christian world-

view blossoms as they apply

the Bible to life.

Writing books is one way

to teach the Bible to people I

will never meet in person. I

am not alone in this convic-

tion.Think of how many

readers Scott Hafemann, John

Walton,Andrew Hill, and my

other colleagues have helped

understand the Bible. For that

matter, consider how many

people beyond the Wheaton

College community have

learned about history from

Mark Noll, Kathryn Long,

and Edith Blumhofer. Or how

many readers know more

about literature because of

Leland Ryken’s books.

Writing is teaching; it is not

just a way of getting promoted

or becoming famous, or infa-

mous for that matter.

Learning from colleagues

is a great benefit of the teach-

ing life.Through the years I

have not only learned more

about the Bible from other

teachers, I have also absorbed

knowledge about literature,

history, current events, music,

and athletics. Sadly, I fear that

no matter how hard anyone

tries, my brain rejects scientific

knowledge. Despite my defi-

ciencies, being taught by other

teachers is a marvelous experi-

ence that helps me integrate

the Bible more fully into the

lives of my students.

I recommend the teaching

life to young people all the

time. I also recommend that

donors and prayer warriors do

all they can to support it.The

teaching life is one committed

to helping people learn what

matters and how to act

accordingly. More importantly,

at Wheaton it is a life commit-

ted to the Lord, the sufficiency

of His Word, and the growth

of His people.

The Teaching Life

On My Mind

by Paul R. House
Professor of Old Testament



American politics). More than

any professor I know, my for-

mer adviser models the best in

college teaching. Not only

does he encourage students to

excel in the classroom and

their collegiate work, he con-

tinues to encourage our career

development and takes a per-

sonal interest in his students’

achievements. My prayer is

that I will become a mentor

to my students in the model

of my own mentor, devoting

the same time, energy, and

excellence into encouraging

my students to pursue God’s

calling in their lives.

My book project also

brings into focus practical

application of my academic

training. Many political scien-

tists do important work in

their offices, alone with a

computer, some datasets, and

statistical software. But I am at

my most excited about my

research when my vocation as

an academic political scientist

and my avocation—my fasci-

nation with the political

process—can intersect. My

year on Capitol Hill gave me

the opportunity to see

Congress in action and to par-

ticipate in the day-to-day

work of congressional staff.

Through my daily work

researching and developing

legislation, I helped develop

how a bill becomes a law, but

my time in D.C. helped me

see how an idea becomes a

bill.”To this, my adviser

replied,“That’s not just a great

lesson from your time on the

Hill, that’s a great idea for a

book!”

Within minutes, we were

on our way back to the hotel,

deep in an animated discus-

sion of a concept for a short

textbook for American Politics

courses. By the time we

ascended the escalator to the

conference site, I had a work-

ing title, From Inspiration to
Legislation. A few minutes

later, Jack was introducing me

to an editor from Prentice

Hall and encouraging me to

sell my book idea.Within a

few months, I was deep into

contract negotiations to pub-

lish my experiences working

on the Safe Havens Support

Act.

I love to tell the story of

the genesis of my current

book project, for it highlights

two areas of my job that I love

the most—interacting with

students and applying my aca-

demic pursuits to “real life.”

First and foremost, teaching is

about engaging in students’

lives, encouraging them to

excel, and instilling in them

an excitement and love for the

subject matter (in my case,

Breaking away from the

crowds at an annual gathering

of thousands of political scien-

tists, my undergraduate adviser

and I strolled down the streets

of San Francisco looking for a

coffee shop.After ordering our

drinks, we settled down for

our annual American Political

Science Association chat, a

meeting I eagerly anticipate

each year when Jack Pitney

and I can talk about the past

year of academic life.

This was a particularly

momentous occasion for me,

however, as I was updating my

adviser about my time work-

ing on Capitol Hill.The pre-

vious year, Jack had encour-

aged me to apply for an APSA

Congressional Fellowship, a

program designed to give aca-

demic political scientists

much-needed practical experi-

ence in American politics.

Supported by the program,

fellows find work in

Congressional offices and

spend almost a year working

as legislative staff.

As we discussed my year

in D.C. working for Rep.

Melissa Hart (a freshman

Republican from Penn-

sylvania), Jack asked me to

summarize in a sentence the

most important lesson I

learned. I answered,“I basically

understood the mechanics of

20 Wheaton

PRACTICAL POLITICS 101: Lessons from the Hill
by Amy E. Black

Assistant Professor of Political Science



Amy E. Black is
assistant professor
of political science,
teaching courses in
American politics
and political behavior.
Educated at
Claremont McKenna
College and MIT, she
joined the Wheaton
faculty a year ago after
teaching at Franklin
and Marshall College.
In 2000-01, she
served as an American
Political Science
Association
Congressional Fellow
working for Rep.
Melissa A. Hart,
assisting the office on
education and
women’s issues and
helping draft legisla-
tive proposals. She
will tell the story of
her experience writing
H.R. 2018 in
From Inspiration
to Legislation: How
an Idea Becomes a
Bill, as part of the
New Politics in
America Series with
Prentice Hall.
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one of Rep. Hart’s ideas into

legislation that makes a real

difference in Americans’ lives.

Compared to so many com-

plex and contentious bills

before Congress, H.R. 2018,

the Safe Havens Support Act,

is a “small” bill addressing a

simple but poignant issue: the

problem of newborn babies

left to die in trash dumpsters,

portable toilets, or even snow-

drifts.When Melissa Hart

arrived in Washington, she was

determined that Congress

needed to pass legislation to

help states in their work to

prevent infant abandonment.

She knew that members

would join in general agree-

ment with the policy goal of

such legislation; the true chal-

lenge would come in crafting

a solution and funding mecha-

nism that both conservatives

and liberals would accept and

support.

My book in progress,

From Inspiration to Legislation:
How an Idea Becomes a Bill,
follows the Safe Havens

Support Act from the initial

policy idea that inspired the

bill through its crafting and

eventual passage as part of

two larger social service bills.

Drawing from my experiences

working in Rep. Hart’s office,

I examine the ground-level

challenges of a new member

developing a legislative agenda

and provide an insider’s view

of policy formation from

preliminary research to

coalition building, writing

the bill, and working with

committees to move the bill

to the floor. I hope this book

will provide a much-needed

antidote to cynicism about the

political process that is all too

common among Americans

today.

My experiences in D.C.

have inspired much more than

my current research agenda. I

find that my time on Capitol

Hill enhances my teaching in

many practical ways. In addi-

tion to enhancing course dis-

cussions by incorporating

concepts and stories I learned

from my work, I developed a

new course to enhance our

Wheaton in Washington sum-

mer program.Along with my

colleague Ashley Woodiwiss, I

traveled to D.C. with 26

Wheaton students this sum-

mer to introduce them to the

people and places that make

Washington, D.C., such a live-

ly and fascinating center of

political activity.

Although the program has

offered an introduction to

D.C. for underclass students

for more than a decade, this

year we added an additional

option for upperclass students,

a course I call Politics and

Policy. In this experiential

learning course, students pre-

pared policy proposals as if

they were legislative assistants

for a legislator of their choos-

ing. Drawing from my experi-

ences on Rep. Hart’s staff, I

helped them follow the steps

to research their own policy

ideas as if they were helping

their “boss” propose legisla-

tion.As students researched in

the Library of Congress and

interviewed interest group and

policy leaders to learn more

about their issues, they gained

hands-on experience with the

joys and frustrations of crafting

public policy.

As much as I enjoyed

my time in D.C. last year, it

was an even greater joy to

introduce my students more

directly to legislative politics

and the policy process. In

meetings with key interest

group leaders, journalists,

congressional staffers, and

even members of Congress

(including my former boss),

the Wheaton in Washington

students gained a bit of an

insider’s view of Washington

for themselves. My prayer

is that many of my current

students will follow in the

footsteps of other Wheaton

alumni, serving in their

own versions of Practical

Politics 101.

Scholarly Pursuits



within the Wheaton College

family have spoken out, plead-

ing that the College not cut

any sports.They have argued

eloquently in favor of the

unique role played by athletics,

in the lives of both the partici-

pants and non-participants.And

with this argument all of us are

in agreement.The difficulty

arises in finding a way to fund

the added costs.

I had decided from the

outset that the last alternative,

capital fund-raising, was proba-

bly not an option. I did not

think it likely that we could

raise sufficient funds this way.

But during these months of

searching for a way forward,

many have appealed to me to

give such a fund-raising effort a

try. Rather than cut sports, they

said, give people a chance to

demonstrate how much they

believe in Wheaton College

athletics. Not a few volunteered

their own resources to help.

As a result of these appeals,

and because I am as convinced

of the value of athletics to

Wheaton College as any, we

have decided to commit the

College to an ambitious course.

I have made a decision to cut

only one sport, men’s indoor

track, and then try to fund the

remainder of our shortfall by

raising capital funds.To help us

accomplish this task we have

created a Committee for

Athletic Funding, chaired by

Greg Campbell ’70 and com-

prised of such well-known for-

sp
o
rt

s
more, and more highly quali-

fied, trainers; and insurance

company regulations regarding

team travel. In each case sub-

stantial new costs are layered

onto already expensive pro-

grams, but with no new source

of revenue.

What are our options for

covering these additional costs?

They are pretty much limited

to the following:

• Raise overall student fees;

• Force the other programs of 

the College to subsidize the 

added athletic costs;

• Charge the costs to student 

athletes in the form of special

athletic fees;

• Spread cost-saving cuts across

the entire athletic budget;

• Eliminate selected sports;

• Raise capital funds to endow 

the jeopardized programs.

Until now we have used a

combination of several of the

first four options for covering

the growing athletic costs, but

this cannot continue.Two years

ago we covered an extra

$100,000 a year of athletic

expenses, only to have to do

the same thing again this year.

Now we are facing an addi-

tional $130,000 per year short-

fall.We have pretty much used

up whatever flexibility we have

in the first four options above,

so for the first time we have

been forced to consider the

option of cutting some sports.

As these realities have set-

tled in upon us, and then

become public, many from

Colleges and universities all

across the country have been

struggling in recent years with

the rising cost of athletics, a

struggle Wheaton has not

escaped.While all of our costs

have continued to escalate, for a

number of years now athletic

costs have outpaced the rest.

Why are athletic costs

rising faster than the rest?

Mainly due to various forms

of “unfunded mandates.”

An unfunded mandate is a

requirement laid down by

some external body which the

College must then fund.

Examples are the gender-equity

requirements of Title IX;

NCAA stipulations requiring
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The Future
of Sports
at Wheaton
Faced with the

elimination of programs,

the College explores

new funding options.

by Duane Litfin, President
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Sports

mer Wheaton College athletes

as Phil Hubbard ’72, Bob

Erickson ’65, Frank Fernandes

’80, Hank Harrison ’61, and

David John ’86. In conjunction

with our advancement depart-

ment, this team will seek by the

end of the calendar year to

raise enough endowment funds

to cover our $125,000 shortfall,

or about $2.5 million.
But to do this they will

need your help. Now is the
time for all who value athletics
at Wheaton and who want to
see our teams thrive to help
fund these shortfalls.The
College has no way of generat-
ing extra funds on its own. Its
endowment is already fully har-
nessed for the funding of exist-
ing programs; students and their
families are already maxed out
in covering existing costs; we
have already restructured our
athletics administration to the
maximum amount there; and
our coaches will tell you that
no more can be cut from their
budgets without crippling their
potential for success. Capital
fund-raising appears to be our
only recourse.

One way or another, if we
are not to cut any more sports
at Wheaton College we must
find a way to fund these added
athletic costs. Please consider
what you can do to help.

To learn how you can give to

Wheaton’s athletic program,

please call the advancement

department, 1-800-525-9906.

Sept. 13 Illinois Welseyan

Sept. 18 at Millikin

Sept. 21 Union

Sept. 25 at North Park

Sept. 28 at Augustana

Oct. 2 U. of Chicago

Oct. 4 Wisconsin-Oshkosh

Oct. 8 at Wisconsin-Stevens 

Point

Oct. 12 at DePauw

Oct. 16 North Central

Oct. 19 at North Carolina 

Wesleyan

Oct. 21 at Methodist (NC)

Oct. 25 Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Oct. 29 at Carthage

Oct. 31 Elmhurst

Volleyball

Aug. 30-31 at Elmhurst Tournament

Sept. 7 at Aurora Tournament

Sept. 10 Wheaton Tournament

Sept. 14 Wheaton Thunder Classic

Sept. 17 Illinois Wesleyan

Sept. 21 Wheaton Orange and Blue Quad

Sept. 24 North Park

Sept. 27-28 Wheaton Invitational

Oct. 1 at Augustana

Oct. 3 Concordia

Oct. 4 Aurora

Oct. 8 at Millikin

Oct. 11 at Southwestern (TX)

Oct. 12 at Dallas

Oct. 15 at North Central

Oct. 22 Carthage

Oct. 25-26 at Calvin Tournament

Oct. 30 Elmhurst

Nov. 2 Wheaton Tri-Match

W
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Football

Sept. 14 at Alma

Sept. 21 Rose-Hulman

Sept. 28 Hope

Oct. 5 Elmhurst

Oct. 12 at Millikin

Oct. 19 Carthage

Oct. 26 at Illinois Wesleyan

Nov. 2 North Central

Nov. 9 at North Park

Nov. 16 Augustana

Men’s Soccer

Aug. 30 St. Xavier

Aug. 31 Westmont

Sept. 6 Texas Lutheran

Sept. 7 MacMurray

Sept. 11 Aurora

Sept. 13 Illinois Wesleyan

Sept. 20-21 at Wilmington 

Tournament

Sept. 25 at U. of Chicago

Sept. 28 at Augustana

Oct. 2 at North Park

Oct. 4 Wisconsin-Oshkosh

Oct. 11 at Millikin

Oct. 16 North Central

Oct. 19 at Messiah

Oct. 21 at Rowan

Oct. 26 Loras

Oct. 29 at Carthage

Nov. 1 Rockford

Women’s Soccer

Aug. 30 at St. Benedict

Aug. 31 at Macalester

Sept. 7 Kalamazoo

Sept. 10 Calvin
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by Marilee A.
Melvin ’72,

Vice President for
Alumni Relations

Robert Dye ’73
(president-elect)

Daniel Branda ’61
Judith Hamer Whitecotton ’64
Frederick ’73 and Laurelyn
Domeck Claybrook ’73

(Eastern states representatives)
Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77
Matthew Hsieh ’93

��Here are your choices for
your Alumni Association

Board of Directors

A New Way to Communicate

Wheaton alumna Carole Smith Waltz ’63 wrote us recently,“As we alum-

ni read Wheaton magazine and note the news,marriages, births, and

deaths,we can pray for the people as we read their names.”With our

thanks to Carole for her thoughtful suggestion,we do encourage you to

use the magazine this way.

Because the Alumni Association is a collecting point for news about

alumni and people related to Wheaton,we do tend to hear news quickly.

Sometimes we are not able to print news as promptly as alumni would

like, due to the timing of receipt of the news and the magazine produc-

tion schedule.That is why we believe the Alumni Online Community class news pages

may be a great help in the future to communicate news more quickly to classmates. If you

haven’t explored that way to communicate yet,we invite you to do so.

Today 32 Wheaton classes have an online class news Web page accessible through the

Alumni Online Community at www.wheaton.edu.To join the community, click “Site

Registration” for instant access.Wheaton alumni volunteers serve as class webmasters to

help us manage each class site.We welcome volunteers from classes not yet online to apply

for this responsibility.

In addition to alumni reported in this magazine who have departed this earth for a

heavenly home in the last few months, others have slipped away more recently, like Torrey

Johnson ’30,D.D. ’45 and his wife,Evelyn,Dr.Homer E.Dowdy ’47,Dr. Jim Maxwell ’52,

and George A.Olson ’34.On the memorial service leaflet prepared by Coach Olson’s fam-

ily were included several Scripture verses found written in his own hand and left by his

bedside.“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has pre-

pared for those who love him” (1 Cor. 2:9) and “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let

it be afraid. I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go, I will come again and receive you

unto myself. So that where I am there you may be also” (John 14:1-2, abbreviated).

The family included one verse in George’s own handwriting on the leaflet, and agreed

to let us share this lasting testimonial with you. It speaks to us, this minute of this day, in this

situation we are in.May Coach Olson’s lasting memorial give each of you strength for the

days ahead.

a word with
Alumni



The online version of

Wheaton magazine 

does not include the 

Class News section.
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Students spread out across the
country and around the globe
for short-term missions proj-
ects over spring break.Two of
those groups went to
Honduras and San Francisco.

The Honduras Project
sent more than 20 students to
La Esperanza, a village of 55
families isolated among the
green mountains, coffee fields,
and poverty of rural Honduras.
There, students and villagers
built a gravity-fed water sys-
tem so La Esperanza could
have running water.

Each student partnered
with a Honduran.Together
they labored to bring water
from a spring high on a
mountaintop down to the vil-
lage.They dug ditches directly
to the individual houses and
laid the pipes that would even-
tually give the families running
water.“We knew exactly who
was going to be benefiting,”
Emily Haag ’02 says.

Students say they grew
close to the Hondurans even
though they spent less than
two weeks together.Villagers
housed the students, fed them,
and threw a farewell party.
“They took care of our every
need,” Emily says.

“It was mutual love,”
Sandy Teske ’02 says. Even
though not all the students
spoke Spanish, Sandy says they
overcame that barrier.As they

in the United States.The
Office of Christian Outreach
sponsors Spring Breakaway
trips to places such as New
York City and Appalachia.
Twenty students went to San
Francisco.This was freshman
Ken Shinzato’s first time on
Breakaway. He called it a
“combination of relaxing vaca-
tion and working for God.”

Ken and the others spent
the first half of every day
volunteering at different inner-
city ministries. During their
free time, students toured San
Francisco.

Will Shaw ’02 says the
variety of the trip was impor-
tant.“It’s an excellent opportu-
nity to see different ministries
in the city,” he says.The pover-
ty of certain neighborhoods
stood in sharp contrast with
the affluence of most of San
Francisco.“We saw a broad-
based need.”Will now plans to
return this summer to a
church youth center he visited
on Breakaway, but this time he
will stay as an intern to work
with inner-city kids.

Despite the fact that most
of the students didn’t know
each other before going to San
Francisco,Will says the trip
drew them together:“There’s a
commonality of service.”

by Megan Laughlin ’02

all made tortillas in the kitchen,
the Honduran women, many
of them evangelical Christians,
sang hymns in Spanish while
Sandy joined in English.

This is the 24th year that
the Honduras Project has
installed water systems in
Honduran villages over spring
break. Each year the student-
led mission forms its team in
September. Students spend the
next months planning the
project and getting to know
each other.

For a few, such as Andrew
Gill ’02, the most recent trip
to Honduras was not the first.
Andrew and other second-year
members returned to the
village they worked at last
year.“Every home had its own
faucet,” he says.“We drank out
of the faucet.” He describes
how another student
embraced his Honduran work
partner from last year, who
traveled for hours to reach the
students’ current site.
“It was a sweet
reunion,”Andrew
says.

Other trips
gave stu-
dents a
chance to
take part
in service
projects
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Students use their hands
and hearts to share God’s
love during spring break
projects in Honduras, San
Francisco, and around the
world.



Savior,” said Packer (right),
whose session was titled “A
Personal Retrospective on
the Conversation between
Evangelicals and Catholics.”

Packer is among a
group of theologians and
church leaders who belong
to a loose affiliation known
as Evangelicals and Catholics
Together, which has worked
to highlight areas of agree-
ment between the two
groups as well as theological
differences. His lecture
echoed a statement from the
1965 World Council of
Churches calling Christians
not to do anything separate-
ly that in conscience they
can do together.

Richard John Neuhaus
(left), a Catholic priest and
editor of the journal First

The task is large, and the
work goes slowly.

With those thoughts,
theologian J. I. Packer of
Regent College gave a
progress report on “Catholics
and Evangelicals in
Conversation,” the theme
of the 11th annual Wheaton
College Theology
Conference held on campus
April 11–13.

“What I dream of and
long to see is evangelicals and
Roman Catholics standing
on the same platform pro-
claiming Jesus Christ as

Wheaton 43
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Things, also gave a personal
retrospective. He presented a
brief history of ECT,
including his early meetings
with Charles Colson of
Prison Fellowship
Ministries. Neuhaus and
Colson realized that
Catholics and evangelicals
had for decades been work-
ing together in such areas as,
in Neuhaus’s words,“the
culture of life in contention
with the culture of death.”
As for major differences, he
agreed with Packer in
asserting that he does not
see on the horizon a full
communion, Catholics and
evangelicals at the same
table.

The work Neuhaus and
Colson first discussed has
been described as an “ecu-
menism of the trenches” by
Timothy George, dean of
Beeson Divinity School and
a keynote speaker of the
conference.The other
keynote address was deliv-
ered by Cardinal Francis
George, archbishop of the
archdiocese of Chicago.

He spoke on the role of
priests, bishops, and arch-
bishops, and explained why
Roman Catholics view
the pope as head of their
church.

Understanding differ-
ences between Catholics
and evangelicals, the arch-
bishop said, will improve
the ongoing conversation.
He and many of the
conference’s other spea-
kers acknowledged this
unique moment in the
church.“We’re hacking a
path through the jungle,”
Packer said.“We don’t
know where we will
come out, but we know
it’s a path.”

What does life look like for a

mentally handicapped man?

Arena Theater’s spring per-

formance of Tom Griffin’s The

Boys Next Door sought to give

the audience members such a

view. And surprisingly, it wasn’t

that different from their own.

Arena’s performance

of The Boys expertly walked

the fine line between evoking

laughter and pathos. Directed

by David Reifsnyder ’82,

Arena’s cast told the story

of four mentally challenged

men, Norman, Arnold, Lucien,

and Barry, who share an

apartment and the details

of everyday life.The audience

cries and laughs with

them and their supervisor,

Jack, who tries to protect

them from an unkind world.

Despite their unusual handi-

caps, adeptly portrayed by the

cast, the men struggle with

universal problems and rejoice

over familiar triumphs. In the

end, the greatest obstacle

they face is not their own

handicaps, but a society

that views them as unworthy

of love and respect.

Arena Theater performs

three plays a year. Season

tickets may be purchased

from the box office in early

October, and tickets for

each performance are sold

separately several weeks

before each show opens.

For more information, please

call 630-752-5800.

An Exploration in Unity

APPEARANCES
AREN’T
EVERYTHING



After a distinguished career as chief

surgeon at Children’s Hospital in

Philadelphia, Dr. C. Everett Koop

moved to Washington, D.C., as

surgeon general during the Reagan

administration. In an interview

April 4 in the WETN studios, Dr.

Koop said of his time in Washington,

“For the first 11 months, I didn’t

have a friend.”

He spoke about his Senate confir-

mation hearing (he says he was

attacked because of his stance

against abortion, though his crit-

ics didn’t name that issue direct-

ly); the role of the surgeon gen-

eral; his handling of early hysteria

surrounding AIDS; current health

crises; and a number of other

issues.You can hear the interview,

conducted by Christianity Today senior

writer Wendy Murray

Zoba and sponsored by

the Center for Applied

Christian Ethics, on

the WETN Web site.
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A Conversation with Dr. Koop

tenor;Venice Baroque
Orchestra, performing
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons;
Turtle Island String
Quartet with Ying
Quartet;Hungarian
National Philharmonic
Orchestra;Canadian Brass, an Artist
Series favorite; and the highlight: a fully
staged performance of Puccini’s Madame
Butterfly by the London City Opera.

In the past, the series has presented
many memorable performances, including
a rendition of Benjamin Britten’s War
Requiem conducted by Grammy Award
winner and alumnus John Nelson ’63.

With such high quality, it is
no wonder that tickets fre-

quently sell out.
Season tickets

are available for all
six concerts, or for
four.Contact the
ticket office at
630-752-5010 for

more information.

From the soothing tones of a trained
tenor to the drama of a large orchestra, the
Wheaton College Artist Series for 2002-
03 has something for everyone. Sponsored
by the Division of Arts,Media, and
Communications and community busi-
nesses, the Artist Series, since 1950, has
offered professional musical performances
on campus.

This year’s six-concert repertoire
in Edman Chapel includes Ben Heppner,

Course: INTR 545, Dynamics of 
Church Growth (2 credits)

Professor: A. Scott Moreau, D.Miss.
Schedule: 8 AM–1 PM, Monday 

through Friday, Summer 2002
Course Description: “A survey of the 

crucial factors in church growth,
including an analysis of the theologi-
cal, sociological, and psychological 
elements; case studies illustrating the 
dynamics of expansion as well as 
causes for stagnation; a working
methodology for involvement by the 
student.”

Selected Texts: Natural Church 
Development by Christian A. Schwartz 
(ChurchSmart, 1996); Home Groups for 
Urban Churches by Mikel Neumann 
(William Carey Library, 1999); Church 
Next: Quantum Changes in How We Do 
Ministry by Eddie Gibbs (IVP, 2000).

Course: PHIL 347, God and Nature 
(4 credits)

Professor: Robert O’Connor, Ph.D.
Schedule: five-week course at Honey 

Rock Camp, Summer 2002
Course Description: “In this course we 

will explore a variety of ways in which 
scientific inquiry bears on our under-
standing of God, how we formulate our 
beliefs about God, our understanding of 
and attitudes toward special revelation,
and how we might implement our faith 
commitment in life circumstance.”

Selected Texts: Life Is a Miracle:An Essay 
against Modern Superstition by Wendell 
Berry (Counterpoint Press, 2000); God 
and Contemporary Science by Philip 
Clayton (Eerdmans, 1997); Nature’s 
Destiny: How the Laws of Biology Reveal 
Purpose in the Universe by Michael 
Denton (Free Press, 1998); Pilgrim at 
Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard (Harper 
Perennial, 1998); Whatever Happened to 
the Soul: Scientific and Theological Portraits 
of Human Nature by Nancey Murphy 
(Fortress Press, 1998); Reason and 
Reality:The Relationship between Science 
and Theology by John Polkinghorne 
(Trinity Press International, 1991).

The Score
in Store

In the classroom



“We cooperated together as a
team with the North Koreans
on a project that was meaning-
ful to us,” says Dr. Phemister,
professor and chair of piano
studies in the Conservatory of
Music. “The result was an
exchange that was an eye-
opening experience, for us and
for them.”

Ryken Anthology Explores
Imagination
In a starred review of The
Christian Imagination, edited by
Leland Ryken, Publishers
Weekly notes: “This sweeping,
magnificent anthology chal-
lenges Christians to think more
deeply about the connections
between faith and literature,
creed and imagination. Ryken . .
. brings together Christian
thinkers from a broad spec-
trum of time periods and liter-
ary disciplines.”
Dr. Ryken, a professor of
English since 1968, edited a

book two

Publishers Weekly says of the
book, which was published by
Brazos Press: “This absorbing
collection of essays from
Jacobs . . . invites readers on a
leisurely mental walk across
campus, a walk that quickens
the powers of observation and
suggests anew the joys of criti-
cal thinking. Jacobs combines a
confident Christian worldview
with personal humility, grace,
and a wry sense of humor.”
Other Wheaton faculty mem-
bers who have received CT
Book Awards since 1997
include A. Scott Moreau ’77,
Roger Lundin ’71, Leland
Ryken, James Wilhoit,Walter
Elwell ’59, M.A. ’61, Mark Noll
’68, Douglass Moo, Dennis
Okholm ’73, and the late
Timothy Phillips ’72.

Phemister Performs in
North Korea
William Phemister and
three other professional musi-
cians from the Chicago area
traveled to North Korea in
April to perform during the
Spring Friendship Art Festival.
The trip was made possible by
the American Friends Service
Committee, which has worked
for peace and reconciliation in
Korea for decades.The festival
included 1,200 performers
from about 50 countries.

Arnold Honored at
International Conference
When Dean Arnold ’64 walked
into the archaeometry session
at the 14th International
Congress of Prehistoric and
Protohistoric Sciences in Liege,
Belgium, last September, he
received an unexpected honor:
The organizers had dedicated
an entire day-long session to
him.
Dr. Arnold, professor of anthro-
pology, has taught at Wheaton
since 1973 and is an authority
in the field of ceramics studies.
He has received an award of
excellence in ceramic studies
from the Society for American
Archaeology and was twice a
Fulbright Scholar. His Ceramic
Theory and Cultural Process
(Cambridge University Press) is
a widely used and cited schol-
arly book, and he is often
asked to write scholarly
reviews.
“It’s amazing to see how God
works in this,” he says. “He has
brought me into contact with
all kinds of people and has
provided many opportunities.”

Blumhofer Essay
Published in WSJ
Why does Israel matter to
evangelical Christians? That’s
the question Edith Blumhofer
answers in a May 10 op-ed in

The
Wall
Street
Journal.
Dr.

Blumhofer is a
professor of history and direc-
tor of the Institute for the
Study of American Evangelicals.
The piece, titled “The Power of
Prophecy,” asserts that most
evangelicals believe “that the
nation of Israel and the ‘end
times’ are inseparably linked.
Indeed, they believe that the
creation of the state of Israel in
1948 set the stage for the
return of Christ.This is one
reason evangelicals have been
such strong supporters of
Israel throughout its history,
including today.”
The essay describes some end-
times scenarios and touches
on the popularity of eschato-
logical literature, including the
Left Behind series.

Jacobs Receives CT Book
Award
A Visit to Vanity Fair : Moral
Essays on the Present Age, the
latest book by English
Professor Alan Jacobs, received
a 2002 Christianity Today Book
Award in the Christianity and
Culture category.
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Vitae
which has worked for peace and rec-
onciliation in Korea for decades.The
festival included 1,200 performers from
about 50 countries.

“We cooperated together as a
team with the North Koreans on a
project that was meaningful to us,” says
Dr. Phemister, professor and chair of
piano studies in the Conservatory of
Music. “The result was an exchange
that was an eye-opening experience,
for us and for them.”

Ryken Anthology Explores
Imagination
In a starred review of The Christian
Imagination, edited by Leland Ryken,
Publishers Weekly notes: “This sweeping,
magnificent anthology challenges
Christians to think more deeply about
the connections between faith and lit-
erature, creed and imagination. Ryken 
. . . brings together Christian thinkers
from a broad spectrum of time periods
and literary disciplines.”

Dr. Ryken, a professor of English
since 1968, edited a book two decades
ago titled The Christian Imagination:
Essays on Literature and the Arts. The
revised and expanded version (pub-
lished by Shaw Books, an imprint of
WaterBrook Press) contains little
overlap with its predecessor. Essayists
include well-known Christian writers
named Tolkien, Lewis, MacDonald,
and Buechner, as
well as alumnae
Luci Deck Shaw
’53 and Jeanne
Murray Walker
’66 and
former profes-
sor and chair
of the English
department,
Clyde S. Kilby.

The essay describes some end-
times scenarios and touches on the
popularity of eschatological literature,
including the Left Behind series.

Jacobs Receives
CT Book Award
A Visit to Vanity Fair :
Moral Essays on the
Present Age, the lat-
est book by English
Professor Alan
Jacobs, received
a 2002

Christianity Today Book
Award in the Christianity and Culture
category.

Publishers Weekly says of the book,
which was published by Brazos Press:
“This absorbing collection of essays
from Jacobs . . . invites readers on a
leisurely mental walk across campus, a
walk that quickens the powers of
observation and suggests anew the joys
of critical thinking. Jacobs combines a
confident Christian worldview with
personal humility, grace, and a wry
sense of humor.”

Other Wheaton faculty members
who have received CT Book Awards
since 1997 include A. Scott Moreau ’77,
Roger Lundin ’71, Leland Ryken, James
Wilhoit,Walter Elwell ’59, M.A. ’61,
Mark Noll ’68, Douglass Moo, Dennis
Okholm ’73, and the late Timothy
Phillips ’72.

Phemister Performs in
North Korea
William Phemister and three other
professional musicians from the
Chicago area traveled to North Korea
in April to perform during the Spring
Friendship Art Festival.

The trip was made possible by the
American Friends Service Committee,

Arnold Honored at
International Conference
When Dean Arnold ’64 walked into
the archaeometry session at the 14th
International Congress of Prehistoric
and Protohistoric Sciences in Liege,
Belgium, last September, he received
an unexpected honor:The organizers
had dedicated an entire day-long ses-
sion to him.

Dr. Arnold, professor of anthropol-
ogy, has taught at Wheaton since 1973
and is an authority in the field of
ceramics studies. He has received an
award of excellence in ceramic studies
from the Society for American
Archaeology and was twice a Fulbright
Scholar. His Ceramic Theory and Cultural
Process (Cambridge University Press) is
a widely used and cited scholarly book,
and he is often asked to write scholarly
reviews.

“It’s amazing to see how God
works in this,” he says. “He has brought
me into contact with all kinds of people
and has provided many opportunities.”

Blumhofer Essay Published
in WSJ
Why does Israel matter to evangelical
Christians? That’s the question Edith
Blumhofer answers in a May 10 op-
ed in The Wall Street Journal. Dr.
Blumhofer is a professor of history and
director of the Institute for the Study of
American Evangelicals.

The piece, titled “The Power of
Prophecy,” asserts that most evangeli-
cals believe “that the nation of Israel
and the ‘end times’ are inseparably
linked. Indeed, they believe that the cre-
ation of the state of Israel in 1948 set
the stage for the return of Christ.This
is one reason evangelicals have been
such strong supporters of Israel
throughout its history, including today.”



experiences that stand out in his
mind. One of the most memo-
rable shoots was climbing
Mount Kilimanjaro. He has also
taken photos atop Mount Blanc
and the Matterhorn.

His love for photography
spills over into his personal life
as well. Dan’s latest project, to
capture contemporary life, stems
from a Bruce Davidson exhibit
called “East 100 Street.”

In order to capture

what Dan calls “the portrait

of a community,” Bruce devel-

oped relationships with people

in Manhattan to penetrate a

society usually closed to out-

siders. He used a large-film

camera to include details,

much like the 8x10 Deardorff

that Dan is using. If climbing the

heights has pushed the limits of

his physical capability, using dif-

ferent camera types extends the

limits of his creativity.

In the future Dan would

like to do more of what he calls

“concerned photography,” such

as that of Jon Warren ’77, who

was featured in the Winter 2001

issue of Wheaton.This type of

photography highlights issues of

social justice with the point of

bringing about change. Because

of his growing interest in this

area and others,“I’m going to

get to the point where I have

more pictures to make and less

time to make them,” Dan says.

Eventually, climbing mountains

will be out of the question. But

he’ll always have albums of great

stories to tell.
by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

Geographic Society’s children’s
magazine, and then for a news-
paper in South Carolina before
going to Traveler. Even now,
Dan credits his exposure to oth-
ers’ work as the basis for his
ability:“I wouldn’t be half the
photographer that I think I am
if it weren’t for all those people
at National Geographic whose
pictures I’ve looked at.”

Choosing photos of places

the average traveler can go is a

time-consuming job. For each

12- to 16-page story in Traveler,
Dan might sift through 100 to

200 rolls of film and select

about 15 photos that will be

printed. But the job requires less

travel than freelancing, allowing

Dan to spend more time with

his wife, Lynn Grauley

Westergren ’84, and their two

children in Arlington,Virginia.

Dan doesn’t spend his days

attached to a desk, however. He

speaks at photography confer-

ences and workshops and shoots

pictures for Traveler and World.
Recently, Dan showed photos

for a Traveler story called

“Cultural Tourism.”True to the

magazine’s aim, they grab the

human moment and bring the

culture close to home; the pic-

tures show travelers working in

a weaving co-op in Peru, build-

ing meditation platforms in

Nepal, and doing other activities

alongside natives.
Dan says whatever place

he’s currently shooting is his
favorite, but there are some

If every picture tells a story,
Daniel Westergren ’83 has many
stories to tell.As a professional
photographer and senior photo
editor at the National
Geographic Society’s Traveler
magazine, Dan sees thousands of
pictures cross his desk each
week and more through the
lenses of his own cameras.

Dan’s own story begins
with an interest in photography
developed and influenced by
mentors. During his college
years, friends could find Dan,
Life magazine in hand, shooting
for the Tower or the Record.
While pursing a major in geolo-
gy, he dabbled in photojournal-
ism. Doug Gilbert, a former
Wheaton professor and photog-
rapher for LOOK magazine,
guided his interest in picture
stories.

After graduation, Dan
earned a master’s degree from
Ohio University and began
working for World, the National
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The Camera Finds the Story
In his career

as a photogra-
pher and photo

editor, Dan
Westergren

’83 has taken
photos of

mountains and
sifted through
mountains of

photos.

Dan ’83 and
Lynn Grauley

Westergren ’84 and
their children live in
Arlington,Virginia.



HONORING CLYDE KILBY

I am pleased to hear about the
new Marion E.Wade Center and
the honor it pays to the seven
great writers (Wheaton,Winter
2002). I am especially pleased that
you are recognizing Professor
Clyde Kilby’s role in achieving
his goal of gathering the papers
of these writers into a great
archive at Wheaton.

It has been an amazing coup
in the literary world to bring
these papers and memorabilia to
the U.S. and to Wheaton
College.

Dr. Kilby was head of the
English department for many
years, not just one of the profes-
sors. I taught under him from
1958 to 1963. He continued
to teach several courses, including
an Aesthetics course jointly for
the philosophy and English
departments, which was popular
and challenging. He also initiated
the Writers Conference. Of
course, he wrote a number of
books.You might also have men-
tioned Dr. Kilby’s personal
acquaintance with J. R. R.
Tolkien and the time he spent
with him on the Silmarillion
project.

Dr. and Mrs. Kilby’s personal
friendship and encouragement to
students was perhaps their great-
est contribution.Those of us who
remember Dr. Kilby’s brilliance,
penetrating insight, efficiency,
delightful personality, and com-
mitment to the Christian faith
are pleased that he is honored
with a chair in the English
department and a reading room
at the Wade Center. His writing,
the Wade Center itself, and espe-
cially the people he touched are
his chief memorials.
Harriet Luebke Simmons G.S. ’61

Albany, Georgia

FARMERS AS STEWARDS

I was disappointed in Professor
Alvaro Nieves’s article “Christian
Commitment to Creation”
(Winter 2002). He described
farming as one of the worst
causes of inland water pollution,
but then called on people
to be trustees of the environ-
ment.

As a farmer, I consider
myself to be a trustee of the envi-
ronment. I no-till soybeans into
undisturbed corn stalks and use
minimum tillage practices with
other crops.We use ounces of
crop protection products per acre
and use variable rate applications
of fertilizer based on soil fertility
tests and GPS yield technology.
These practices are the norm in
agriculture today, not the excep-
tion. I am unaware of any farmer
who does not want to make his
or her farm better for the next
generation.

Over the past several years,
agriculture has addressed serious
natural resource issues. Here are a
few of our many accomplish-
ments:

• According to the Natural 
Resources Inventory, Illinois
farmers decreased sheet and rill
erosion 35 percent on cropland
from 1982 to 1997.

• Illinois ranks No. 1 nation-
ally in the number of no-till acres
and No. 2 in the number of acres
in conservation tillage.

• In 2000, Illinois ranked
first in the nation for acres of
riparian forest buffers enrolled in
the Conservation Reserve
Program.

• In the Midwest, more than
100,000 acres of conservation
buffers were installed to improve
water quality.

• Farmers provide habitat
and food for wildlife.

• A survey of 12 Midwestern
states shows that livestock farmers
are implementing environmen-
tally friendly practices.

• Agriculture has developed 
many informational and educa-
tional items to help farmers
address natural resource issues and
has supported legislation to
address natural resource issues.

Agriculture has accom-
plished all this while supporting
public education with property
taxes and providing America the
most abundant and safe food sup-
ply in the world.

Professor Nieves wrote,
“Stewardship does not convey a
right to pollute in pursuit of eco-
nomic self-interest.” I can’t agree
more.A producer who squanders
his farm and the environment
will not be in business long.
Farmers, as a whole, have
embraced their role as servants
and stewards of nature, managing
it with a view to God and future
generations.

William H. Olthoff ’65
Bourbonnais, Illinois

RESPECT FOR CREATION

Thank you, Professor Alvaro
Nieves, for the reminder that
Christianity and environmental-
ism are not mutually exclusive.
Rather, respect for the creation is
an extension of our respect for
the Creator. In our snack-pack,
convenient-for-me world, each of
us must recognize that our daily
decisions have a cumulative, often
detrimental, effect on the earth.

Meg Dicus Hamilton ’93
Eugene, Oregon

We invite your
letters and e-mail as
they relate to topics
covered in the maga-
zine. Correspondence

must be signed and
may be edited for
length or clarity.

Write:
Editor

Wheaton magazine
Wheaton College
501 College Ave.

Wheaton, IL 60187;
or send e-mail to

alumni@wheaton.edu.

letters
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Some of us stopped there, and some of us were
drawn or driven to try to discover if there was
more of God or more of us, or more of either than
we’d expected.We investigated charismatic, social
justice, sacramental, and contemplative aspects of
faith. Some of us threw it all out as childhood
thinking. Others of us discovered we were more
deeply embraced by God than we ever dreamed
was possible.

But however we have come until this day,
when we are looking with eyes wide open we can
see the tracks of sharp turnings of all at once expe-
riences—all at once letting go and being gathered
in by God or all at once turning our backs and
walking away.There are decisive moments in every
life.

And we can notice the little by little. C. S.
Lewis wrote,“Every time you make a choice you
are turning the central part of you, the part of you
that chooses, into something a little different from
what it was before.”

Little by littleness is where we live and discover
that participating in spiritual disciplines renews our
spirits. God invites us to hear another reality in the
midst of hurried contemporary living—to notice
what makes it possible to turn from our roles,
façades, and self-management and invite the Holy
Spirit’s presence and participation. I am astonished
how difficult it still is to choose and practice the
disciplines I need in order to be able to hear and
follow God—to take a retreat day and shift my
attention from focused engagement with the details
of life that tend to dominate my perceptions.

Looking back upon our experience at
Wheaton and beyond holds insights for present
choices. How were little by little and all at once
evident in your life at Wheaton? How are little by
little and all at once evident in your faith and life
now? What are the all at once experiences you
return to as touchstones when you desire to dis-
cern, Could this be God? What little by littleness do
you feel invited by God to settle into in this chap-
ter of your life? What supports and encourages you
to do this?

Little by little and all at once. As we turn our
hearts toward God, we are and become all that God
intends and desires until God calls us home.

Whether we left Wheaton one year ago or 50, our
experiences then and now have something to say to
each other.At Wheaton I noticed the rhythms of
little by little and all at once. Both realities were evi-
dent in the way I learned.

Diving in, immersing myself in new ideas,
seemed like all at once—discovering wonderful
things to think about. I was introduced to the
mythmakers J. R. R.Tolkien and C. S. Lewis by
Professor Clyde S. Kilby, who was cut from nearly
mythic fabric himself. He challenged us to nourish
our minds and souls, to embrace imagination, beau-
ty, truth, and love. Reflecting upon mythic stories
prepared us for our own quests.We learned about
the all at once of the “eucatastrophe,” as Tolkien
named it—the good turn on which the story
hinged, when all wrongs were made right and
wholeness was restored—echoing the gospel.

At the same time reality seemed more like it
unfolded little by little when I’d take a mid-term
exam and realize that new ways of thinking grow
slowly and take more time than I’d invested. I
struggled in the reserve room at Professor Arthur
Holmes’s request. Sometimes I read the same para-
graph in a theology text many times before I began
to glimpse its meaning. Understanding, evaluating,
and integrating ideas—little by little.

Our spiritual lives also unfold all at once and
little by little.When we were 18 to 22, many of us
were convinced we could settle all our questions
with God and life once and for all. Our surrender
to God was real and our hearts were changed and
we were filled with hope. But we did not yet know
how we would be tested.

The challenges of ordinary human life add up
little by little and push us both toward and away
from God.We see things we thought could never
happen to Christians, certainly not to us: crumbling
marriages, suicides, untimely deaths, career reversals,
losses we never imagined.

In the clamor of ordinary life, many of us
moved from believing without thinking, through
voicing our authentic questions, to an adult faith.

at last
Reflections on 
the Christian life 
by published
Wheaton alumni

Jeannette A. Bakke

’61, Ph.D., D.Min.,

is a teacher, consult-

ant, retreat leader,

and spiritual director.

She is the author of

Holy Invitations:

Exploring Spiritual

Direction (Baker,

2000) and is a grad-

uate of Shalem

Institute for Spiritual

Formation. Jeannette

is a faculty associate

at Bethel Seminary,

where she was profes-

sor of Christian edu-

cation from 1978 to

1994.

by Jeannette Anderson Bakke ’61

Little by Little&
All at Once



Interest rates on bank accounts and even 

long-term CDs have remained depressingly 

low, which can make planning your cash 

flow a real challenge in today’s economy.

Wheaton College offers the solution: the 

charitable gift annuity.

In exchange for your gift of cash or marketable

securities to Wheaton College, you receive a

fixed, annual income payment for life that is

unaffected by instability in the stock market or

fluctuating interest rates.

For example, a husband and wife, both

75, would receive an annuity rate of 7 percent.*

Your gift annuity also provides a current 

charitable income tax deduction, along 

with the satisfaction of knowing that you are 

supporting the ministry of Wheaton College.

We would be pleased to provide you with 

a free, personalized gift annuity illustration.

Please contact Dave Teune or Chuck Day

in Wheaton’s Office of Gift Planning Services 

toll free at 1-800-525-9906, or e-mail us at

gift.plan@wheaton.edu.

*Your annuity rate will depend upon your age(s)

and whether the annuity covers one or two lives.

Is Your Bank Showing an Alarming Lack of Interest?

501 College Avenue

Wheaton, IL 60187



As senior photo editor of the National Geographic

Society’s Traveler magazine, Daniel Westergren ’83 might

examine 200 rolls of film for a single story. His greatest

challenge, he says, is “getting pictures in the magazine we

can be proud of. . . . It’s easy to show what a place looks

like but hard to show what it felt like to be there.”

Read more about this story on page 47.




