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dear friends—

Christian colleges sometimes must struggle to hold the course, and
Wheaton is no exception.We need crystalline clarity about our task 
if we’re to stay “on mission.”

What is our mission? To develop, through programs of higher education,
whole and effective Christians who will impact the church and society
worldwide for Christ and His kingdom.This task focuses all our decisions,
and we work hard to keep it always in sight.

Notice that this mission is stated in terms of students.Whatever else we
may contribute to the world, it is—and always has been—through our 
students that we make our primary impact. For over 140 years Wheaton
has been sending wave upon wave of “whole and effective Christians”
out into the world to serve Christ. It’s what Wheaton does best.

And that’s why our faculty is so crucial to the College’s success.As Jesus
put it,“Every student when he is fully formed will be just like his teacher.”
As our faculty goes, so will go our students.

It’s a bit startling to hear this point stated so baldly, isn’t it? We tend to
want to qualify it. But Jesus did not waffle:“Can a blind man lead a blind
man?” he asked.“Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple will not turn
out better than his teacher” (Luke 6:39-40).

It really is that simple. Our students will only be as good as their teachers.
If our goal is great Christian graduates, we must have great Christian 
teachers.And at Wheaton College these days, I’m delighted to say that we do.

What makes a Christian teacher great? That’s the question we address in
this issue of Wheaton. Let’s listen to some of the great teachers among the
Wheaton family.

Duane Litfin
President
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2 Wheaton

She wanted her first day to be perfect.
It couldn’t end fast enough.

One evening in the late summer of 1999, the night before
school started, the night before Jennifer Karrer ’98, M.A.

’01 began her career as a high-school English teacher, she was
full of idealism and good intentions—and a little nervousness.

So she began writing notes to herself, notes about all the
things she was going to say to her first classes at Bartlett High
School in Illinois. Sometime amid Jennifer’s note writing,
evening became morning. She finally made it to bed at 3, just
early enough to get a full 120 minutes of sleep.

“That was probably the No. 1 worst way to start my
teaching career,” she says.“That first day was a shock; it was the
longest day of my life. The whole day was filled with
unknowns, the unfamiliar.”

When the longest day ended, the shock did not.“I was
wondering, ‘What have I done? What have all those people
who said I should be a teacher done to me?’ I felt like I had
gone through a whole week and I should have at least a
weekend to recover. ‘You mean I have to do this again
tomorrow? I have to do it for another 180 days?’ ”

+of+a=teacher
Exceptional educators are made up of a 

complex combination of characteristics, some

that can be learned and some that cannot.

teacher
by Michael Murray

the+making
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The Making of a Teacher

“That first day was a

shock; it was the longest

day of my life.The whole

day was filled with

unknowns, the unfamiliar.”

jennifer

’98
karrer

Her own education, in many ways, had just
begun. Jennifer called a friend and mentor that
night, and they spent two hours analyzing
everything Jennifer had said and done. Over
time, she began to realize that the minute-by-
minute impressions of herself were an unhealthy
way to judge her effectiveness as a teacher.“I
was very focused on detail,” she says.“That’s 
all I had to go by at that point.”

A ll teachers go through a process of discov-
ering what it takes to be effective.This

process can begin as early as elementary school,
when they observe their own favorite teachers,
and continues through their formal education in
college and well into their professional careers.

One essential trait that can’t be taught is a
love for students.Tom Paulsen ’70, the principal
at Naperville (Illinois) Central High School,
hired 25 teachers this year.“The very first charac-
teristic I look for—during interviews or in the
paperwork—is how much the applicant cares for
young people,” he says.“First and foremost they
must want to have a positive impact.”

Jennifer discovered the implications of this
concept in her graduate research.“What makes
students want to learn more than anything else
is knowing that their teacher cares about them
as individuals,” she says,“as more than bodies 
in desks to be filled with information.”

Associate Professor Jillian Nerhus Lederhouse
’75, the coordinator of the elementary and mid-
dle-school program in the College’s education
department, says that seeing students as individuals
is crucial at all levels but that an extra effort must
be made in middle school.“Kids want to be
viewed as individuals, yet they want to appear as
one of the group. Most middle-school kids think,
Everyone is fitting in but me.You have to really
work to see kids as individuals there.”

Dr. Lederhouse taught for eight years in the
Chicago Public Schools, and her concern for
students extended well beyond the boundaries
of the schoolyard.“One of the hardest things
was going home at night and praying for my
kids—praying that they would have a safe place
to sleep that night, that they would still have
food to eat at the end of the month, that they

karrer

One essential

trait that can’t

be taught is a

love for students.
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had clothes to wear. . . . But as Christian teach-
ers, we have someone to take those concerns to.”

Exceptional teachers, Dr. Lederhouse says,
must also have a love for the world around
them.“You can learn all the methods and cur-
ricula you want, but if you aren’t fascinated by
the things around you, you won’t be effective.
You’ve got to find it fascinating for the kids to
find it fascinating.”

T he best teachers have a passion for their
profession and the subject matter they

work with. Dr. Lederhouse remembers seeing
her mother, who taught in Chicago until she
was 68, at home at the end of the day doing
household chores and wondering how she
found the energy to teach.“But I went in to
observe her when I was in college,” she says,
“and my mother became 10 years younger
when she walked in the classroom.That’s
where she came alive.”

Jeffry Davis ’83, an associate professor of
English at Wheaton, says he had a number of
exceptional teachers when he was a student

here,“and they were exceptional because they
were operating out of their passions.They
brought their passions into the classroom 
and shared things that were sacred to them.
Scripture states not to throw pearls before
swine, and I was very aware that my teachers
who were digging deep and offering what they
had were giving us a gift that needed to be
received with a kind of sacred trust.”

The teachers who offer pearls understand
that the fact that they teach isn’t as important as
the fact that their students learn.Tom Paulsen
says one of the catchphrases in secondary educa-
tion refers to the teacher not as the “sage on the
stage,” but rather the “guide on the side.” He
says it’s important that the teacher is still seen as
the expert in the room, but students should be
given opportunities to interact with the material
and learn on their own.

Dr. Davis says real learning happens in a
community in which the members interact on
common ground.A healthy classroom is one
where much more than an information down-
load occurs.“My students are coming well 

“You can learn all the meth-

ods and curricula you want,

but if you aren’t fascinated by

the things around you, you

won’t be effective.You’ve got

to find it fascinating for the

kids to find it fascinating.”

lederhouse
jillian nerhus

lederhouse
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“It’s challenging work, but it’s

incredibly rewarding. It’s powerful

to hear a young person say,

‘You’ve touched my life.’ ”

prepared, for the most part, having read the mate-
rial, having done the work, and eager to have
some kind of significant exchange.”

High-school students are often eager to be
anywhere but the classroom.Tom Paulsen says,“In
that setting there are 25 to 30 young people as
well as all of the emotional intensity involved in
their trying to find out who they are.They’re
pushing against authority in a natural way to find
their own way.”

A high-school teacher for five years, Dr.
Davis says classroom management was the most
demanding side of his job.“Try being a teacher
in a sophomore classroom sometime, and you’ll
learn about the doctrine of depravity pretty
quickly—or even worse, try substituting at just
about any level and you’ll see what kids can
become in a matter of minutes.”

The teacher’s role in maintaining order in a
classroom, Dr. Lederhouse says, is akin to that of 
a chef who has a roomful of people to prepare a
meal for,“and not everybody can eat the same
things, so you have to be aware of who gets what,
who can eat what, who needs something more
interesting, and who needs something a little
easier to eat—and not only designing the recipes
but putting it all together and cleaning up.”

That’s hard to manage once, much less 180
times a year. Organization is one of the most
important skills a new teacher can learn, Dr.
Davis says. If the teacher is not organized, he will
waste time and bring confusion to his students.
Students learn best in an ordered, unconfusing
environment from teachers who have a plan.

Each daily plan, ultimately, is derived from
the teacher’s sense of purpose in the classroom.
It can’t just be that the teacher knows her sub-
ject, Jennifer Karrer says.“You have to show
them how that subject relates to life.”Without
such a vision, Dr. Davis says, students resort to
acting like plodding mules, trudging around the
gristmill, eating from the stale bag of oats in
front of them.“That’s pretty much what it is 
for a lot of students.”

A vision for the classroom develops as the
teacher gains experience.The same is true

for a teacher’s stage presence.“The stage-fright
issue was huge my first year,” Jennifer says.“It was
a big switch for me to go from being a receiver in
a class to being the giver in a class. It’s not my nat-
ural tendency to get up in front of people and
talk. . . . In some senses you’re a performer, giving
five mini-performances a day.”

paulsen
The Making of a Teacher
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Can Public Schools 
Really Strengthen 
Moral Character?

That’s the title of the 2001
David A. Penner Debate 
sponsored by the Center for
Applied Christian Ethics at
Wheaton College. Four national
leaders in character education
and public schooling will discuss
such questions as,What is
involved in character formation?
Public schools are embracing
character education, yet can
they do this effectively? Which
values ought to be taught?
The debate is scheduled for
September 13, 2001, from 
7:30 to 9:30 P.M. in Wheaton
College’s Edman Chapel.
The speakers are:

Kevin Ryan, Ph.D., Emeritus
Professor of Education, Emeritus
Director of the Center for the
Advancement of Ethics and
Character, Boston University

Larry Nucci, Ph.D., Professor
of Education, Director of the
Office for Studies in Moral
Development and Character
Formation, University of Illinois
at Chicago

Charles Glenn, Ph.D.,
Professor and Chairman of
Administration,Training, and
Policy Studies at Boston
University

Ron Kinnamon, National
Coalition Chairperson,
Character Counts

For more information, please call
the Center for Applied Christian
Ethics at 630-752-5886.

Because learning does have to be fun 
at times for children at the elementary level,
Dr. Lederhouse says teachers must have a
strong sense of humor.“It’s not entertain-
ment, but if kids can see the reason and
purpose behind it, and if you have a teacher
who’s committed to finding a good fit
between the learner and the content, it 
does tend to be fun. It’s full of surprise.”

The quirky spontaneity is one of the
elements Dr. Davis misses from the high-
school level.The occasions for laughter that
come as a result of having more time and
interaction with students aren’t as frequent 
in college, but there are opportunities for a
different kind of intimacy.“To be a teacher 
is to be both a role model and a real
model,” he says,“but not so much a role
model that you don’t walk on the ground.
When my students see that I’m not perfect,
see my foibles, see my struggles, see that I
don’t have all the answers—these are good
moments. My humanity comes through and
we move from teaching that is more per-
formance to teaching that is honest and
potentially transforming.”

Teaching also requires a great deal of
patience, especially when similar material is
taught over and over. Dr. Lederhouse says the
challenge is reinventing the wheel every day
and making students think they’re the ones
inventing it.Teachers must also have patience
to wait for a lesson to come around again.
“The bane of teaching is always wishing you
could do it over again a little better,” she says,
“but that’s part of the blessing of teaching,
because you always get that chance.”

The cyclical nature of the profession is
already evident to Jennifer Karrer. Her expe-
riences so far have matched what she has
read about the stages teachers go through
during their first year.“You start out really
idealistic and excited, and you go on a curve
starting on day one, and it goes into disillu-
sionment and then to survival, which was in
December.Then you start coming back up
right after Christmas because that’s the first
time to stop and breathe and remember

what you were like before you became a
teacher.Then the curve goes back up to
the end of the year, when you get really
idealistic again.

“That happened to me, even the second
year. By April and May, I was ready to plan
for the next year because I was so eager to
improve upon what I had done.”

T eachers teach despite the things that
keep other people away: the first days

that feel like a hurricane, the unruly classes,
the students who don’t care, the low salary,
the lack of respect from our society, the
stacks of papers graded at the kitchen table
every night.The exceptional teachers teach
anyway, and love it.

“It’s challenging work, but it’s incredi-
bly rewarding,”Tom Paulsen says.“It’s pow-
erful to hear a young person say, ‘You’ve
touched my life.’ ”

“I teach because I feel I can do nothing
else and still be faithful to God or my con-
science,” Dr. Davis says.“I feel called, and
that sense of calling began back at Wheaton
when I was a student in the classrooms of
some exceptional teachers.”A series of con-
firmations led him to believe that his passion
for teaching was a gift from God.“A friend
of mine often says that every good gift
deserves to be given away, so that’s ideally
what teaching is—giving away the good
gifts that others have given you.”

Quintilian, an educational theorist from
the first century and the star of Dr. Davis’s
dissertation and subsequent scholarship,
wrote that goodness is transferred through
the daily interaction of virtuous teachers
with students, that students actually learn
virtue from moral teachers.

“If we Christianize that thought, we
could say that Spirit-filled teachers influ-
ence their students by their very presence
in the lives of those students,” Dr. Davis
says.“Theologically, we believe that’s true.
…When I’m in the classroom teaching, I
am not the only teacher. I would be remiss
not to acknowledge that God is present.”■
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Wheaton’s newest

alumni, the classes 

of 2001, are honored

to hear J. I. Packer

speak at graduate

and undergraduate

commencement

exercises, May 5 & 6.

M
r. President, members of the Board, gifted faculty, proud

parents, glowing graduates, all of you who serve and sup-

port Wheaton College, my fellow pygmies and invalids—

Hey, wait a minute, you’re thinking, that’s not very nice—

I agree; it isn’t very nice. But I say these things not because they

are nice but because they are true and are truths we need to face.

I am sharing two things I learned from the Puritans of 

history—not the Puritans of fiction, who are all Enlightenment

figures in costume and are fictitious in more than one sense.

The Puritan era in old England covered roughly a century

and a half, from Queen Elizabeth’s settlement of the Church of

England in 1559 to the death of Matthew Henry the commenta-

tor in 1714. I see John Bunyon, Richard Baxter, and John Owen

as its three greatest men.The Puritan era in New England also

covers almost a century and a half, from the arrival of the

Mayflower in 1620 to the death of Jonathan Edwards in 1758,

and I count Thomas Hooker, Cotton Mather, and Edwards him-

self as its three greatest men.

by James I. Packer

photos by Michael Hudson ’89 
and Les Barker

Lightning
God’s

Rods
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The Puritan ideal was that all of life, the
individual, the family, the church, the worlds of
politics and economics, philosophy and science,
social structures and education, personal rela-
tionships and the arts, should
at every point be, to use the
biblical phrase,“holiness to
the Lord,” and that everyone
should be pursuing with all
their might the reality of
practical, experiential, consci-
entious, determined, hopeful,
vigorous, hardworking,
humble, visionary, prayerful,
enterprising godliness in the
fellowship and service and power of God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
In this, so I believe, they spelled out and modeled
the biblical standards by which all latter-day evan-
gelicals should measure themselves.

So by comparison with the best Puritans’
grand-scale embodiment of the life of faith,
hope, love, service, and suffering—for, yes, they
were great sufferers, and they took it in stride—
we 21st-century believers are most definitely
pygmies, underdeveloped and undersized. For

lack of acquaintance with our Puritan heritage,
many of us fail to realize how small and dry
and lightweight and superficial, even childish,
we are. But we have become a culture of

miniaturized evangelicals,
Christian Tiny Tims, full of
eager niceness but insipid to
the palate of our alienated 
and benighted Western world.

And when we listen to 
the Puritans’ teaching, we find
them telling us that all
Christians throughout their
earthly pilgrimage remain sin-
sick individuals, in whom the

work of grace that transforms us into Christ’s
likeness has hardly begun; so that all churches
are in reality hospitals, in which though people
are getting better all the time no one is really
well as yet.

We find this hard to conceive because, like
the Pharisees of Jesus’ day, we live so much by
codes and rules of outward performance and
attend so little to the motivations of our hearts,
with all the dishonesties and deceptions and
depraved desires that inhabit those hearts.The

“The Puritan ideal was

that all of life … should

at every point be, to

use the biblical phrase,

‘holiness to the Lord.’ ”



God’s Lightning Rods

Puritans, by contrast, practiced regular self-
examination by the light of Scripture, and thus
they tracked down, identified, and faced up to
the self-defending, self-aggrandizing, and self-
gratifying desires that lurked in the depths of
their own being.As a result,
they were able to undertake
and progress in the mortifying
of the cravings in which sin,
still present and active in their
spiritual system, was express-
ing itself.This was a great part
of the spiritual discipline they
called “heart work,” the quest
through grace to have one’s
heart always in a condition
that pleases God.

So you see why I addressed you as fellow
invalids. It is in truth healthier for us Christians
to realize that we are still sick, because of sin
marauding in our hearts, than not to realize it—
which in practice, I fear, is what tends to happen.
This view of us is so contrary to the temper of
modern therapeutic, secular, hubristic America.

If you wonder why spiritually we have fallen
so far behind the Puritans, the deepest and most
potent reason seems to be this:The Puritans 
worshiped a God, and a Christ, who were great
and holy, and we worship a God, and a Christ,
who are small, and pally, and Father-Christmassy.

Now, having got that off my chest, let me
start again.

Mr. President, members of the Board,
members of the faculty, parents, graduates,
friends and supporters of the College, my broth-
ers and sisters in Christ (that’s nice, you think,
and yes, it’s just as true as what I said before)—

The speaker at a college convocation has
been likened by someone to the corpse at an
Irish wake:You do not look to it to say anything
significant, indeed you would be profoundly
shocked if it said anything at all, but it has to be

there, otherwise the festivities
could not go on.

Be that as it may, I have
already tried to say something
significant, and now I shall try
again, speaking to my
announced title,“God’s
Lightning Rods.”A lightning
rod, or lightning-conductor, is
that strip of copper that is set
to stand out a bit at the top of
a building to attract the massive

electrical discharge that occurs when lightning
strikes; by not offering as much resistance to the
current as the surrounding bricks or stonework
would do, it channels the discharge safely to the
ground, where it is
earthed without the
building suffering harm.

Now, why am I
talking about the work-
ings of lightning rods? It
is in order to set before
you a view of things
suggested to me by a
comment of C. S. Lewis
on Ezekiel’s famous
vision of four fantastic
glowing winged crea-
tures coming at him out
of a thunderstorm, sur-
rounding some kind of

“We are called to

stand out for God,

as the lightning rod

stands out from

the building’s roof.”



flickering, dazzling fire, and with wheels along-
side them whirling mesmerically in all direc-
tions, and with a transparent sky-dome traveling
above them, with the throne of God Himself
resting on it and visible through it.

This was a symbolic presentation of the self-
sustaining life, endless energy, attentive presence,
limitless power, and sovereign lordship of Yahweh,
the God of creation and
covenant. Ezekiel, conscious I
suppose of the inadequacy of
language to describe all he was
seeing, called it “the appearance
of the likeness of the glory of
the Lord”—using “glory” in its
primary biblical sense of “God
on display.”

Lewis said the whirling
wheels at the base of this
moving unit suggest to the
modern mind nothing so
much as a dynamo.That set
me thinking of the producing
and discharging of electricity as an analogy for
at least one aspect of God’s work in the world,
namely His vocational revelation of Himself
and His truth to individual human weirdos like
Ezekiel, with his meticulous, lurid, clinical, and
often grotesque imagination.

First, we are called to stand out for God, as
the lightning rod stands out from the building’s
roof, and as Ezekiel and the Puritans were called
to stand out from the casual, unthinking, unbe-
lieving, unspiritual mass of society around them.
However much we might wish to appear unob-
trusively normal, that option is not open to us.

All of us are going out from this com-
mencement back into the
world intending to live there
by faith—right? But now hear
this, from the late George
Hendry:“Faith is not like 
finding shelter from the storm
in a safe harbor; it is more like
going out from harbor to face
the storm.” Everyone who has
read Hebrews 11 has to agree
with that.Wheaton College,
so I read recently, has “its own
adventurous spirit towards the
world,” which is as it should
be, and as it was with the

Puritans of history, and as I hope it is with all
you who have received a Wheaton education.
But as soon as you start to fulfill your wider
calling as a stand-out for Jesus Christ and for
Christian values in the secular community you
will find that the world is still as hostile, ideologi-

cally, as Jesus warned it would be.
So, like Ezekiel during the exile,

and the Puritans in the days of the
two Charleses, and C. S. Lewis in the
Senior Common rooms of Oxford
University half a century ago, you
will have to get used to being alter-
nately patronized, demonized, and
cold-shouldered, and finding yourself
again and again very much out on
your own.

Second, we are called, in the
manner of the lightning rod, to offer
no resistance to what comes down
from God to us—words of abiding

“Faith is not like

finding shelter

from the storm in

a safe harbor; it is

more like going

out from harbor

to face the storm.”



truth, warnings of retributive disaster, and visions
of how God one day might restore what is being
ruined in this post-Christian age, all coming to us
evangelicals as knowledge to be shared, messages
to be delivered, and light to be set up wherever it
will effectively shine. But—let us be clear—the
price of not resisting God in this manner is that
from time to time we shall have to resist other
people, who will find us a nuisance.

The Holy Roman Emperor Charles V and
the official theologians of his day had a similar
formula for a happy and peaceful church, and
that is how it was that in 1521 Martin Luther
found himself commanded at the Diet of
Worms to repudiate all his books and commit
himself to silence about all the gospel questions
on which he had been challenging the church.
To shut Luther up, so that he would no longer
be a nuisance, was the political end in view. But
you know how Luther responded:“Unless you
prove to me by Scripture and plain reason that
I am wrong, I cannot and will not recant. My
conscience is captive to the Word of God.To 
go against conscience is neither right nor safe.
Here I stand; there is nothing else I can do.
God help me; amen.”

Luther was excommunicated and outlawed,
and for years after his return to Wittenburg,
following months in hiding, he dared not travel
outside the bailiwick of Duke Frederick, his
protector. Refusal on our part to offer resistance
to the Word of God by compromising or con-
cealing its content will similarly be found to
make it hard for us today. People will not like
our stand, and will tell us so.

The third thought our image suggests is
that what we do and say in faithfulness, taking
patiently whatever heat our words and actions
may generate, will actually be rendering good
service to others, just as the lightning rod renders
good service to the building it keeps from being
broken up.

When you take the long view, you realize
that Ezekiel’s visions and messages have ren-

dered good service to God’s people
for two and a half thousand years,
deepening their sense of the repulsive
ugliness of sin and their consequent
repentance, and strengthening their
faith and hope in their living, life-giv-
ing, sovereign God.And you realize
that the faithful teaching of the
Puritans, who in the short term lost
nearly every battle they fought, has
been fertilizing and enriching the soil
in which Christians grow ever since
the 17th century.And the good that
the testimony of persons like Martin
Luther and C. S. Lewis has brought 
to people like ourselves is, as you will
agree, incalculable.

I cannot wish for anything better
than that, pygmies and invalids though
we are, we should all aspire to become
God’s lightning rods, standing out as
focal centers of sensitivity to God’s
Word for our time and becoming
channels of His truth and power
through whom, one way or another,
eventually if not instantly, evil will be
averted and damage to people’s lives
diminished, and good will come to 
be discerned and done.

Wheaton 11

God’s Lightning Rods

James I. Packer, D.Phil. (Oxford), is Board of Governors

Professor of Theology at Regent College,Vancouver.A scholar, ordained

minister, teacher, and administrator born in Gloucestershire, England,

Dr. Packer has preached and lectured widely in Great Britain and

America, is a frequent contributor to theological periodicals, and is 

general editor of the English Standard Version of the Bible due for

publication this fall.Among his many writings are Fundamentalism

and the Word of God, Knowing God, Beyond the Battle for the

Bible, Rediscovering Holiness, A Quest for Godliness, and

Concise Theology. He is executive editor and visiting scholar of

Christianity Today.Among his interests are music (Western, classi-

cal, and early jazz), railroads, and English cricket.
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After an embarrassing incident decades ago 
in which she tried to share the gospel using 
a formula,Ada Lum ’50, M.A. ’52 began to 
ask herself some pointed questions:What drew 
me to Jesus? How did Jesus attract people?

“In evangelism,”Ada says,“you have to
attract people so they ask questions.You have 
to make them curious.”

The more she learned about Jesus, the 
more fascinated she became with His human
personality.“I finally came to realize He treated
individuals with dignity and as fellow human
beings,” she says.“That is the essence of His
incarnation. So I learned from Jesus how to 
be more human.”

Born in Hawaii to Chinese immigrants,
Ada grew up under the influence of a
Confucian father and a mother who followed
the traditions of ancestor worship. She became 
a Christian as a 10-year-old when a neighbor
invited her to church. In 1955, after earning
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Wheaton
College, she joined the staff of InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship, a branch of International
Fellowship of Evangelical Students (IFES).
Her job included training student leaders,
writing Bible studies, and evangelizing and
encouraging individuals.

Jonathan Lamb, of IFES Europe and
Eurasia, says,“Her personal warmth, her ability
to identify with students in a range of cultures,
her clear teaching skills and lively presentations
have resulted in strong foundations being built
in many of the pioneer movements of Central
and Eastern Europe.”

After 46 years with IFES, including work in
more than 100 countries,Ada in May received
the Distinguished Service to Society Award
from the Wheaton College Alumni Association.

“When I began I had no idea it was going
to be an itinerant international ministry,” she
says.“I was just fulfilling a promise I made to
the Lord as a teenager to become a missionary.”

Early on,Ada found herself having to hone
her ministry for specific purposes.“Suppose this
was my last time with a group of people,” she
says.“What was the most important thing that 
I should leave with them?” It became clear that
she had to teach people how to study the Bible
inductively, how to feed one another in small
groups, and how to continue evangelizing
through Bible studies.This became her over-
arching goal each time she visited a new group.

“She has probably had more impact on the
growth of Bible study in IFES than anyone else
in our 53-year history,” says Lindsay Brown, gen-
eral secretary of IFES.“She has proved to be an
outstanding servant of God who still inspires and
serves as a model well into the autumn of life.”

And at 75,Ada remains an active ambassador
for Jesus Christ.Although she has served as full-
time professor of New Testament and evangelism
at the Bible Institute of Hawaii since 1984, she
continues to travel for IFES during term breaks.
She is doing what she loves most for the One
she loves most.“How can we not help love Jesus,
a Lord who is Himself fully human.That’s the
kind of Lord you and I have.That’s why I want
to help people study the Bible.”

by Holly Holmberg
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Ada Lum ’50, M.A. ’52 receives the
Distinguished Service to Society Award.
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When Burton ’51 and Audrey Erickson Smith
’51 started their married life together in 1952,
they loved God and desired to serve Him.As
they sought to discover what God wanted them
to do as a team, He led them to the city.

After earning his B.D. degree from
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in
1958, Burt served three different churches. In
those pastorates he was always drawn to urban
issues, whether it was the moral and spiritual
implications of integrated public education 
or mobilizing members of a downtown church
to help the poor in their midst.

Then in 1985, prodded by an increasingly
strong desire to help the poor, Burt founded
UPLIFT (Urban Persons Living in Faith and
Trust). He gathered 15 committed people who
devoted three hours each week to community
building in San Diego and three hours each
week to listening to the city.They discovered
tremendous needs among children, ex-offenders,
and seniors.They then developed three specific
programs to meet those needs—programs that
continue today.

In 1967 Audrey sensed God drawing her to
teaching even though she had refused to consider
the profession during her time at Wheaton.
She began her first job at a high school in
Newton, Massachusetts. She discovered, to 
her surprise, that God had given her a love 
for needy children—gang members, students 
on probation, pregnant teens, physically and
mentally challenged children.

Audrey also discovered the power of prayer.
She will always remember how God answered
her prayer to change one particularly challeng-
ing 15-year-old gang member in her class. God
chose to answer this prayer by changing the
teacher, giving Audrey a supernatural love for
the young man. Eventually God did also change

this man, bringing him to faith
in Christ while he served a
term in a federal penitentiary.

In 1995 the Smiths retired
from their full-time jobs, but
they remain active in ministry.
Audrey substitutes in the court
schools of San Diego, and Burt
regularly visits men on death row and helps to
coordinate an after-care program for ex-offenders.

Although drawn to different professions,
both Burt and Audrey Smith clearly sensed God
knitting their hearts together in a desire to serve
the needy. Much of their ministry over the years
has occurred in their home. First came the
international students. Some came for Sunday
dinner, some lived with them for months. Many
were Muslims.They all experienced, through
Burt and Audrey, the love of Christ.

Whether on the West Coast or East Coast,
the Smiths have maintained an open-door poli-
cy, welcoming to their home high-school stu-
dents, ex-offenders, recovering alcoholics, single
mothers, refugees.Their four boys watched as
the world walked through their front door, and
in turn have all developed a deep social con-
science and a global awareness and concern.
They live their lives in Christ as mature,
married men, guiding their own children.

As they accepted the 2001 Distinguished
Service to Society Award during the 50th
anniversary of their class in May, Burt and
Audrey Smith did so with keen awareness that
they represent a class full of devoted servants:
“We have to share this honor. Many in our class
have contributed so much to the kingdom.”

by Afton Banks Rorvik ’83

Burton ’51 and Audrey Erickson Smith ’51 receive
the Distinguished Service to Society Award.
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A group from 
the Conservatory 
communicates to
Europeans through music
and other acts of love.

On any mission trip, cultural
barriers can and often do prove
problematic.Associate Professor
Terry Schwartz found this out
on a recent visit to Dresden as
part of the Conservatory’s
Music and Ministry in the
Great Cities of Europe trip. Dr.
Schwartz, in faltering German,
mistakenly asked a nun if she
had any children.The woman
thought for a moment and then
pointed to her cap.

On this particular mission
trip, however, those doing
ministry knew another lan-
guage: music. Conservatory
Director Tony Payne organ-
ized the three-week trip as a
way to “create learning expe-
riences where students can
apply their God-given artistry
in unexpected ways.” Five fac-
ulty members and parts of
their families, along with 25

students, went on the trip “as
equals, fellow servants for
Christ’s sake,” Dr. Payne says.

A diverse list of activities
allowed students to find new
ways of doing things.The stu-
dents not only staged concerts,
they also worked with and
ministered to residents of the
cities they visited.“Music is not
just for the symphony and the
church,” Dr. Payne says.“Music
and service go together.”

The trip began May 7
when Dr. Payne and his wife,
Marian, delivered to Coventry
Church in England one of the
banners designed by Marge
Nystrom Gieser ’59 for the
recent Artist Series production

of Benjamin Britten’s War
Requiem.The banners had been
presented in a ceremony at the
time of the production and had
hung in Edman Chapel most of
the school year.The banners
displayed the phrase “Behold
the lamb of God, who takes
away the sins of the world,” one
in German and the other, as
one chapel speaker put it,“in
Latin, for those of you who
don’t know German.”

The Paynes then ren-
dezvoused with the rest of the
group in Vienna and headed to
Prague for the first leg of the
journey. During the week in
the Czech capital, the group
put on several concerts at
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Brethren churches, visited a monument
to American liberation from the Nazis,
and took a detour to Dresden,
Germany, to deliver the other War
Requiem banner.

Justin Long ’03 says the day in
Dresden was “one of the most moving
days of the whole trip. . . .To visit with
people who had been in Dresden dur-
ing the war was like coming full circle
after doing the War Requiem. I felt like I
was able to share a little bit of their
experience.”

From Prague, the
group went to Moscow
and nearby Vladimir,
Russia. Besides staging a
concert in Vladimir, they
worked with an organi-
zation called Children’s
Hope Chest, visiting
orphanages.The orphan-
ages were clean and well
run, contrary to the
stereotype, but the high
level of poverty was nev-
ertheless evident.

“The kids were
hungry for attention,” Katie Roberts ’01 
says.“They wanted to be loved.”

Dr. Payne summarized the
Moscow/Vladimir week as “music 
as a vehicle of friendship.” Many who
would not have come to churches
attended the concert just to see
Americans. On one occasion, a choir
singing “What a Friend We Have in
Jesus” greeted the group, prompting 
one student to say that she “never felt so
close to home so far from home.”

“Russian was a hard language,” Katie
says,“but I could still hold the kids and
play the piano with them.”

Throughout the trip, the group felt
a bond in Christ as well.“Every time 
we went to a different city,” Justin says,
“we would connect with local bodies 
of believers.”

After Moscow it was back to Vienna
for the last week of the trip. Here more
than anywhere else, the group learned
that music and service do indeed go
together, as much of the time was spent
helping Vienna Christian School move to
a new campus.

One of the more rigorous jobs was
the digging of a long ditch for an electri-
cal conduit.A group of Conservatory
women calling themselves the Buff
Chicks undertook this work.After the

ladies had dug long
and hard through most
of the day, the supervi-
sor came and declared
that the ditch had to
be a few inches deep-
er.The second inspec-
tion passed muster.

Another contin-
gent drilled holes for
wiring and plumbing
through eight-inch
concrete, saving the
school $30 per hole 
in labor costs. In addi-
tion, Dr. Schwartz

supervised a crew of drywallers, and
Professor William Phemister’s wife,
Mary Anne, a certified massage thera-
pist, plied her much-needed trade on
aching backs at the end of each day in
the dorm-style building in which the
group spent the week.

The students had time after working
to go into Vienna and connect with 
and learn about the culture in a city that
many great composers have called home.

The group members returned to the
places they call home shortly afterward 
on May 31, having gained a better under-
standing of how to use their God-given
musical talents to advance the kingdom
of Christ in the world.

by Dan Dykstra ’01

“To visit with people

who had been in

Dresden during the

war was like coming

full circle after doing

the War Requiem. I

felt like I was able to

share a little bit of

their experience.”

Under the Tower
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New Visits
with Old
Friends

Nine alumni classes 
celebrate reunions during
Alumni Weekend 2001.

Returning for
Alumni Weekend
in early May,
alumni helped
complete a year-
long commemo-
ration of 100
years of athletics
at Wheaton, with
its theme “Shaped
by Example.”

The Reunion
Luncheon on
Saturday, May 6,
featured a video
created by Wes
Bleed ’80 and
Randy Gruendyke
’82, celebrating
100 years of sports
at Wheaton with a
tribute to coaches

past and present.Wheaton 
students J. E. McKissic ’02 
and Steve Kelly ’01 led 700
alumni and friends in singing
“Wonderful Grace of Jesus,”
a hymn from another time,
and Florence McDuffee
McKellin, the lone member
from the 75th anniversary class

record 250 alumni and spouses
to a candle-lit Diploma
Dinner in a transformed King
Arena on Saturday evening,
where they heard from
College President Dr. Duane
Litfin and received their 
50-year diplomas.

Eight other reunion classes
gathered throughout the week-
end at homes and on campus
with great enthusiasm to renew
old acquaintances and to share
milestones and stories of their
lives. Class reunions were
enhanced through the prepara-
tion and planning of alumni
volunteer reunion committees.
We thank you!

Other weekend highlights
included the students’ Festival
of Faith concert—a gift from
the Conservatory of Music to

of 1926, led in an opening
prayer of thanksgiving.

Three Alumni of the Year
were honored at the luncheon
and in private ceremonies for
distinguished service to society.
Ada Lum ’50, M.A. ’52 of
Honolulu was honored for her
lifetime of service to students
in more than 100 countries,
and she and her sister Eileen
’52 graced us with Hawaiian
leis and a clear testimony of
service to Jesus Christ.

Burt ’51 and Audrey
Erickson Smith ’51 of San
Diego were honored for their
service to the underserved,
poor, and incarcerated of the
inner city, and spoke elo-
quently to their classmates 
at the Diploma Dinner on
Saturday evening.

Adding to the weekend
festivities, more than 100 golfers
including Wheaton coaches past
and present, alumni, and guests
spent the day at nearby
Cantigny Golf Course.The
outing served as one of the cli-
mactic endings to the athletic
centennial celebration.

The Class of 1951 cele-
brated its golden reunion,
planned by the class reunion
committee, which worked 
for well over a year on events
stretching from Thursday
evening through Sunday
morning.They welcomed a

Wheaton student J. E. McKissick ’02 led Wheaton
alumni in singing a favorite hymn from a different

generation,“Wonderful Grace of Jesus.”
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Under the Tower

Wheaton graduates and their
families as well as alumni 
and friends—and an Alumni
Symposium hosted by the
Alumni Association’s Board 
of Directors.The symposium
brought together a panel of
distinguished alumni to dis-
cuss ethical principles
involved in decision-making.
Panelists included April
Dennis Carlson ’61, Don Holt
’57, Larry Poland ’61, and Bill
Pollard ’60, with responses
from Philosophy Professor
David Fletcher, President
Litfin, and Communications
Professor Ken Chase.
Association President Tom
Paulsen ’70 led the symposium.

by Suzanne Weber and
Marilee Melvin ’72

Golfers (from left) David Amsler ’63, Lee Pfund ’49, and Wally Filkin ’61 joined
many others at Cantigny Golf Course on May 5 to celebrate 100 years of athletics at
Wheaton.Their scores are not available.

The lone celebrant
from the 75-year
reunion class of 1926,
Florence McDuffie
McKellin, led
Wheaton alumni in a
prayer of thanksgiving.

Alumnae Olena
Mae Welsh ’41 
and Miriam Bailey
Armerding ’42
shared a moment 
of friendship at
Reunion Central.

Many thanks to the
Alumni Weekend 2001
Committee Chairs for 
a memorable reunion!

1936: Frank Miller & Harold
Mackenzie

1941: Howard & Gabe White

1946: Carol Hermanson
Erickson

1951: MeMe Lemke

1956: Bill Peterson

1961: Jerry & Corrine Allen

1966: Kathy Pfeiffer Saavedra &
Bonnie Forbes Davies

1971: John Westra
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Wheaton College remains unique.There
is a bond and an identity in the Christian
mission and fellowship beyond compari-
son with any other institution. It can be
seen and experienced.Wheaton will
always be special.

—Chaplain Colonel 
Don Ulrich ’51

In May the Class of 1951 celebrated its 50-year
reunion, with more than 250 classmates and
spouses attending, the highest number for a
50th anniversary reunion in Wheaton’s history.
Beginning their festivities on Thursday
evening, classmates donned nametags specially
created by Walt and Barb Eckelmann, large but-
tons including their senior class picture.
Classmates saw old friends and made new
acquaintances after half a century. The class met
throughout the weekend in a series of events
including meals on and off campus, programs
featuring all their former class presidents, times
of sharing, and a dinner where they received
new diplomas marking 50 years since gradua-
tion.The reunion culminated in a memorable
Sunday morning worship service led by senior
year class president Duane Engholm, who
reminded them of the fragility of earthly life,
and Merold Stern, who shared thoughts about
“The Ultimate Triumph,” the reality of Jesus
Christ as the hope of glory in us.

Mary Lynn Vasen
Lemke (known to 
her friends as MeMe)
capably led a 16-
member committee 
for 15 months to pre-
pare for the reunion.
MeMe says,“In our
lives there are a lot 

of highs with graduations, weddings, and the 
births of children, and this reunion has been one 
of the real high points for many of us.There is 
so much joy in seeing all these people again who
have come back to Wheaton after being gone so
many years: people from the military, the corporate
world, the educational realm, the mission field—
spread all over the world. Many of our classmates
have never been back to Wheaton, and it has been
marvelous to see these people again, to hear what’s
happened to them after their Wheaton education,
how they’ve matured, and how they’ve used their
gifts for Christ and His kingdom.We of the Class of
1951 are so grateful for having this opportunity to
reconnect with our former classmates and to discover
a depth of understanding previously unknown.”

A Landmark Reunion 

Class of 1951 
Reunion Committee

MeMe Vasen Lemke
Gerrie Malsbury Carlson

Bob Carlson
Peggy Larson Carlson
Carol Evans DeVries

Barb Burda Eckelmann
Walt Eckelmann

Glenn Heck
Darrell Holsteen

Rodey Troesken Johnson
Paul Keating

Bud Knoedler
Dwight Peterson

Ruth Hanselman Ross
Myron Sawyer

Nona Lawson Schlamann
Sue Wahlstrom Smith

by Marilee Melvin ’72 



Wheaton 19

I love the church.And the
older I get, the more I value it.
That affection is longstanding
because I loved the church
even as a child.

I grew up in Omaha,
Nebraska, where my family
had founded what became a
large congregation. I was as at
home in that church as I was
in the house where I lived.
The people there were like
family. I was shaped by their
stories and views of God.

My devotion to the
church is deep and irrevocable.
My soul rejoices when the
whole family of God comes
together to glorify our Lord—
to “put God on display,” as 
J. I. Packer stated in this year’s
commencement address 
(please see page 7). But there is
another side to my view of the
church. I am concerned, even
frustrated, by some of what we
do to each other in the name
of church life—such as separat-
ing people by age, even during
worship. Quoting Packer again,
this happens because we are
“pygmies and invalids” when 
it comes to seeing God’s 
greatness and holiness.We fall
short of God’s desire and are
unaware how truly broken we
are as we exchange our biblical
identity for cultural relevancy.

Some evangelical churches
segregate church life and sys-
tematize ministries in ways
that now seem normative,

virtually eliminating the need
for careful biblical critique.
Does Scripture say anything
about how God’s people
should gather? If so, is it rele-
vant for today? I wonder if in
our desire to be “developmen-
tally appropriate,” we evangeli-
cals miss some of our Father’s
intent for us, His church.
Because I teach courses con-
cerning church ministries, I’m
able to focus on these issues.

Two years ago the 
department in which I teach
changed its name from
Christian Education and
Ministry to Christian
Formation and Ministry.
The more I reflect on this
change, the more significant 
it becomes.The word educate
comes with expectations
familiar to most: classroom,
teacher, students, content.
The word formation is 
different—less familiar, fewer
assumptions. It requires process
in shaping product. It’s more
like “May Christ be formed in
you” (Gal. 4:19) rather than
“Let me teach you about
God.” I’m challenged to alter
courses in light of this change.

I must read Scripture with
formation in mind—my own,
first of all, and then that of
others.The opening verses of
1 John excite me.As Eugene
Peterson translates them,“. . .
[We] heard it with our own
ears, saw it with our own eyes,

verified it with our own
hands.The Word of Life
appeared right before our eyes;
we saw it happen! . . .We saw
it, we heard it, and now we’re
telling you so you can experi-
ence it along with us, this
experience of communion
with the Father and his Son,
Jesus Christ.” Our faith has a
sensory dimension—one that
can be experienced.

This calls for encounters
with the living God. Is that a
formational task or an educa-
tional one or both? In what
ways can the ministries of the
local church enable encounters
with God through the Holy
Spirit? Where do North
American churches look 
for ministry models? Are there
principles in Scripture that we
overlook or disregard that we
should recover, so our faith
may be passed on
more effectively to the
next generation?
Because I too am a
pygmy and invalid, I
humbly acknowledge
my need for our Lord’s
grace and mercy as I
explore ways in which
formation happens.

Scottie May has been
an assistant professor in
the department of
Christian Formation
and Ministry since
1998. She has a doc-
torate in education from
Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School. Her
primary research focuses
on how children come
to faith. Other areas of
interest are the effective-
ness of ministry learn-
ing environments, ways
children encounter God,
intergenerational wor-
ship, and the church as
“the family of God.”
Scottie has three chil-
dren and six grandchil-
dren. She and her hus-
band, Robert, live in
West Chicago, Illinois.

On My Mind

The Church and the
Formation of Christians
by Scottie May, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Educational Ministries
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Like all animation devices,
the Thaumatrope works on 
the principle of persistence 
of vision. Persistence of vision
is the eye’s ability to retain an
image for a fraction of a sec-
ond after the object is gone.
In this case, the eye continues
to see the two images on
either side of the Thaumatrope
for a split second after each has
appeared. Persistence of vision
enables us to see and perceive
movies as motion.This percep-
tion of movies as slices of life
and not series of still pictures
(as Schultze pointed out) helps
to define much of our popular
culture. But why?

Consider the cinema
experience.The component
parts of going to the movies
probably look something like
this: Step 1: Select a film based
on your need or preference.
Step 2: Determine the start
time. Step 3: Gather others.
Step 4: Meet at the selected

theater. Step 5: Pay entrance
fee. Step 6: Get food to eat and
share. Step 7: Select seats. Step
8: Suspend our disbelief and
watch the film. Step 9: Discuss
what we have seen and heard
with others. Step 10:
Contemplate what we have
seen and heard and compare 
it with our own lives. Draw
conclusions.

Now compare that with
the experience of attending a
church service.

The selection of the film
is based on a preconceived set
of expectations and perceived
needs.These are very much
the same criteria for selecting
our church community.
Service times correspond to
screening times of films in that
it makes it convenient for the
church community (or the
film fans) to gather as a group
for the experience.

In the same way that the
admission fee to the theater

helps the theater (and the film-
makers) stay in business, our
tithes and offerings are what
keep the church doors open
for us and enable the church to
reach others for the kingdom.

Once inside the church
and seated, we willingly sus-
pend our disbelief in order to
receive the message that is
intended to bolster our faith.
The Bible describes faith as
“The substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen” (Heb 11:1).
To embrace spirituality is the
ultimate suspension of disbe-
lief. Indeed, we often refer to
those outside the faith as
“nonbelievers” or those who
maintain their disbelief in the
truth of the gospel. Holy com-
munion certainly should not be
cheapened by being compared
to eating popcorn and Milk
Duds, but there is a similarity
in that both experiences are
enhanced by the consumption
of food.

Afterward we often discuss
what we have seen and heard
in the service with others.This
may take the form of a Bible
study group or a more infor-
mal forum.Whether we dis-
cuss it publicly or not, we take
something away with us when
we have seen a film or attend-
ed church.And this is the core

according to 
john paris
by A. L.Terry, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Communications

Americans derive
values and beliefs

not just from 
organized religion 

or the sacred
Scriptures, but 

also from the 
mass media.

—Quentin Schultze,
Communicating for Life

The history of motion pictures begins with the

Thaumatrope. Invented in the 1820s by an English doc-

tor named John Paris, the Thaumatrope is a small disk

with one image on one side and a different image on the

other. Strings are attached to the sides of the disk. When

twisted and untwisted by pulling, the images on the

sides of the disk are perceived together as a single image.

The Gospel 
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of what both experiences are
about.That is, to take all that
we have seen and heard, com-
pare it to our own lives, and
draw conclusions.

In the case of a film, it
might be how exciting our
lives are compared to the
movie or being glad we were
not faced with the same
choices as the film’s protago-
nist. Or it could be that the
film moved us on a deeper
level, causing us to reevaluate
relationships.

In the case of a church
service, we are ultimately
called to compare our lives
with examples of Christian
living discussed in the sermon
and then determine how we
measure up.Again, this too
usually results in our reevaluat-
ing relationships with other
people and with Christ.

What conclusion can be
drawn? Simply this:The reason
that media (and film in partic-
ular) are so powerful in this
country is that for millions of
people the cinema is their
church—a way to learn and
share common beliefs. Natural
vision replaces spiritual vision.

A persistent natural vision
is required to view a motion
picture. Likewise, in order to
accomplish anything for Christ
and His kingdom we must
have a persistent spiritual
vision. In the natural, persist-
ence of vision is what creates
the illusion of movement in
our minds. It is the persistence
of spiritual vision that creates
actual movement in the body
of Christ.

Those of us who create
visual media for consumption
should be discerning about
what we feed people and how
we direct their gaze.Those of us
who consume media should be
discerning about what we see
and at the least take time to
analyze and evaluate what we
have seen based on how it
affects our spirits and thoughts.

It can be argued that there
is a difference between film for
art’s sake and film for profit.
However, regardless of one’s
view of film for art versus film
for commerce, they are both

intentionally designed to do
two things: cause a reaction 
or response in the viewer and
cause the viewer to think.
Proverbs 29:18 states:“Where
there is no vision, the people
are unrestrained.” Persistent
spiritual vision is the thing that
keeps us in line with the pur-
poses of Christ and His king-
dom. Persistent natural vision is
the thing that keeps us in our
seats with a box of nachos and
a large Coke.We’ve come a
long way from a button and
two pieces of string.

Arthur L.“Artie”
Terry, associate professor
of media communica-
tions, is in his seventh
year at Wheaton.
His primary area of
interest is narrative
video and film. Dr.
Terry’s original short
script Slide won first
prize in the Broadcast
Educators Association
2001 Faculty
Screenwriting Contest,
and his Web site
Blackhanddigital.com
won an honorary men-
tion in the BEA 2000
Faculty Interactive
Media Competition.

Scholarly Pursuits
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at the College Conference 
of Illinois and Wisconsin
championships, earning a 
conference title in the event.

The 1,600-meter men’s
relay team of Dax
Christofferson, Rogers,
Brandon Cain, and Fred
Ketchum set a school record
with a time of 3:16.54.

For the women’s team,
Rachel Brown earned a
CCIW championship in the
800-meter run and also set a
school record in the event
during the indoor season.

Men’s golf

Joe Bean’s team won six of
the 12 events it participated 
in this spring. Senior John
Bell and sophomore Kent
Creasman earned all-confer-
ence honors. Bell led the
Thunder with an average 
of 77.18 strokes per round,
fellow senior John Conrad
was just behind with 78 per
round, and Creasman averaged
78.24 strokes per round.

Men’s tennis

The Thunder won its second
consecutive CCIW tourna-
ment after finishing the regu-
lar season with a 13-9 record.
Sophomore Brian Wu was
named the Most Valuable
Player.Wu won conference
titles in doubles and singles
play; he won at No. 2 singles

All-American
Performance
on the Track
Track and field

As the weather warmed up
this spring, so did the track
and field team. In early March,
sophomore Ryan Rogers
earned All-America recogni-
tion with a second-place finish
in the 55-meter high hurdles at
the NCAA Division III Indoor
National Championships.
Throughout the outdoor 
season, Rogers continued to
break his school record in the
110-meter high hurdles. He
continued his excellent season

and, with freshman Breck
Schlueter, at No. 2 doubles.
Schlueter won a conference
title at No. 4 singles.

Wheaton also won cham-
pionships at No. 3 doubles
(sophomore Oliver Oatman
and senior Peter Hubbard)
and at No. 6 singles (senior
Torsten Andersen).

Softball

Wheaton improved through-
out the season under first-year
head coach Pete Felske ’86.
The Thunder finished with a
14-18 overall record and 

Junior Krista Frank was one of
two Wheaton players named to
the All-CCIW team. She had 
a .344 batting average.

Sophomore Brian Wu won confer-
ence titles at No. 2 singles and,
with freshman Breck Schlueter, at
No. 2 doubles.

photos by Michael Hudson ’89
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a 5-9 mark in conference
action. Senior Lori Day and
junior Krista Frank each
earned All-CCIW honors.
Day, a tri-captain and three-
time all-conference honoree,
led the team with a .462 
batting average. She also was
named to the Division III 
All-Great Lakes Region Third
Team and the Academic 
All-District First Team. Frank
batted .344 and played strong
defense. Day and fellow senior
captain Kelly Phillips leave
Wheaton listed in the top five
in eight different categories in
the school record books.

Baseball

The Thunder struggled to an
8-27 overall record with a 4-
17 record in the CCIW.The
team took two of three games
from North Park in the final
series of the season. Senior
co-captain Matt Mears was
selected Most Valuable Player.
He posted a .296 batting
average with a team-high 21
runs batted in. Fellow senior
co-captain Mark Levengood
batted .294 with 18 RBI and
a team-high 20 runs scored.
Freshman second baseman
Josh Morey recorded a team-
best .311 batting average with
18 runs scored. Junior pitcher
Steve Duncan finished with a
5-4 record on the mound and
a team-best 4.91 earned-run
average with 52 strikeouts.

by Brett Marhanka
Sports Information Director

Cross Country

Sept. 1 at Elmhurst Invitational
Sept. 7 at North Central Invitational
Sept. 22 at Wisconsin-Whitewater Invitational
Sept. 28 at Augustana Invitational
Oct. 13 at Carthage Invitational
Oct. 27 at CCIW Championships at Elmhurst

Football

Sept. 8 St. Xavier
Sept. 15 at Wabash
Sept. 22 Hope
Sept. 29 at North Central
Oct. 6 Millikin
Oct. 13 at Carthage
Oct. 20 Illinois Wesleyan
Oct. 27 Elmhurst
Nov. 3 at North Park
Nov. 10 Augustana

Men’s Soccer

Aug. 31-Sept. 1 Wheaton Bob Baptista
Invitational

Sept. 5 Westminster
Sept. 7 at Hope
Sept. 8 at Calvin
Sept. 12 Aurora
Sept. 14 at Illinois Wesleyan
Sept. 19 Millikin
Sept. 21-22 at John Brown Classic
Sept. 29 at Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Oct. 5 Augustana
Oct. 10 North Park
Oct. 13 Messiah
Oct. 17 at North Central
Oct. 20 at Texas Lutheran
Oct. 22 at Trinity (Texas)
Oct. 26 Carthage
Oct. 31 U. of Chicago
Nov. 3 at Rockford

Women’s Soccer

Sept. 1 DePauw
Sept. 4 at Calvin
Sept. 7 Denison
Sept. 8 Gustavus Adolphus
Sept. 14 at Illinois Wesleyan
Sept. 17 at Cornell College

Sept. 19 Millikin
Sept. 22 at Ohio Wesleyan
Sept. 27 Augustana
Sept. 29 Macalester
Oct. 2 at Elmhurst
Oct. 5 Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Oct. 10 North Park
Oct. 13 Messiah
Oct. 17 at North Central
Oct. 20 at Union
Oct. 22 at St. Lawrence
Oct. 25 at U. of Chicago
Oct. 26 Carthage

Women’s Tennis

Sept. 1 vs. Carroll College and Wisconsin-Whitewater 
at Whitewater, Wis.

Sept. 7 vs. Wisconsin Eau-Claire 
at Janesville, Wis.

Sept. 11 Olivet Nazarene
Sept. 15 Cornell College and Concordia
Sept. 22 Augustana and Elmhurst
Sept. 25 at St. Francis
Oct. 3 at North Central
Oct. 9 Carthage
Oct. 13 vs. Millikin and Illinois Wesleyan 

at Bloomington, Ill.
Oct. 19-20 at CCIW Championships at Bloomington, Ill.

Volleyball

Sept. 4 Wheaton Tri-Match
Sept. 7-8 at Elmhurst Invitational
Sept. 11 at Carroll Tri-Match
Sept. 12 at Aurora
Sept. 15 Wheaton Thunder Classic
Sept. 18 at Illinois Wesleyan
Sept. 20 at Concordia Tri-Match
Sept. 22 Wheaton Blue and Orange Quadrangular
Sept. 25 at Carthage
Sept. 28-29 Wheaton Invitational
Oct. 2 Augustana
Oct. 5 Millikin
Oct. 9 at Elmhurst
Oct. 12-13 at Western Maryland Tournament
Oct. 16 at Lake Forest
Oct. 18 at North Park
Oct. 23 North Central
Oct. 26-27 at Calvin Tournament

Wheaton Fall Sports
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a word with
Alumni

The Wheaton College Alumni
Association Board of Directors meets 
at six regular meetings each year to 

provide service both to and on behalf 
of Wheaton alumni. Row 1 (from left):

Wes Bleed ’80, Brian Wildman ’85,
Randy Ellison ’77, Mary Ann Seume

Cate ’65, Pat Cate ’63, Katie 
Gieser ’99, Shane Scott ’96,

Mary Graham Ryken M.A.’88, Dave
Veerman ’65. Row 2: Marilyn Himmel

’55, Chuck Hogren ’58, Sue Grosser
’71, Marilee Melvin ’72, Erin

Briedenbaugh ’00, Sharen Nerhus
Sommerville ’72, Edith Nowack ’49,

Bob Dye ’73. Not pictured: Jan
Stevenson Nickel ’69, Bud ’59 and

Elaine Wakefield McCalla ’60,
Dwight Nelson ’72,Tom Paulsen ’70,

Ray Carlsen ’60.

Here are your choices for 
your Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
Ruth Bamford ’50
Carol McEwing Harding ’68
Estella Moore Tolbert ’82
Kevin Bell ’81
Bill ’78 and Susan Fitzwilliam Alford ’77 
Middle States Representatives
Barbara Anderson Kay ’83, M.A. ’93 
Grad School Representative

by Marilee Melvin ’72
Vice President for Alumni Relations

The young alumni I know are
amazed that just 10 years ago the
World Wide Web was made accessi-
ble to the general public, for they
have literally grown up with it.
It’s here to stay and it’s not a fad.

Recognizing the need to 
communicate with one another,
we launched an Alumni Online
Community in November 1999,
which has grown to 3,700 users.
Not surprisingly, the majority of
the users are from the ’90s and ’00s

(1,664). In fact, before graduation last spring, the Class of ’01 was encouraged to
register before leaving campus to obtain a lifetime “home mailbox address.”

If you have not yet checked out the Alumni Online Community, we invite you
to do so today.Take a look at the outside mailing label on the front of your magazine.
There we include your unique ID number for registration with the Online
Community.To register, simply go to www.wheaton.onlinecommunity.com and select
“Site Registration” from the main page.When prompted, enter your last name and the
eight-digit number located on your mailing label.The number begins with 600.

With our online directory, you can look up old friends and send e-mail to them,
search for alumni within a particular class or major, and even find alumni who have
similar interests or hobbies. If you recently moved to a new area, you can easily find
the names of Wheaton alumni living near you.You can obtain a permanent e-mail
address and be provided with opportunities for career networking and job searching.

The Online Community is a great resource because it provides instant access
to a wealth of information about other alumni and about Wheaton in general.You
can sort information by categories that would fill volumes of books if it appeared
in printed form, and the information is always being updated.

We will continue to search for ways to improve this electronic site.We welcome
your suggestions or comments and will soon conduct a survey of all registered users
of our Online Community to discover the services that are most useful.We hope to
use that information to create a more user-friendly service that will better connect
you with Wheaton alumni around the world.



The on-line edition of 

Wheaton magazine 

does not 

include the 

Class News section.
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(from left) Brent Casselman,Walter Groth, Laura
McLaughlin, John Minton, James Lewis, Paul Toft,
Hattie McRoberts, Donald Brown,Ann Nguyen,
and Eric Sharp visited sites throughout Vietnam,
including the Presidential Palace, the former residence
of the French Colonial Governor-General.

The Wheaton College Alumni Association
sponsored tours to the Far East for the first 
time in March. One group of alumni and
friends of the College visited China, and another
toured Vietnam.

Twenty alumni and friends of the College
spent the first 18 days of March in the People’s
Republic of China. On the Alumni Association
tour, travelers visited the Great Wall,Tiananmen
Square in Beijing, the Forbidden City, and the
so-called Eighth Wonder of the World in
Xian—the terra-cotta warriors and horses of the

Qin Dynasty. Leading the group were Phil ’72
and Patsy Elsen Hubbard ’72 and history 
professor Chuck Weber ’67 and his wife, Linda.

Immediately following the trip to China,
10 Wheaton alumni and friends of the College
traveled for two weeks in Vietnam as part of 
an Alumni Association tour.They visited sites 
of historical, military, cultural, and Christian 
significance in Saigon, Hanoi, and five other
cities.World religions professor Jim Lewis and
his wife, Marylan, who served as missionaries 
to Vietnam from 1967 to 1971, led the tour.

�A s i a nA s i a n ExpeditionsExpeditions
�

Alumni toured Xian,
home of the terra-cotta
warriors and horses of
the Qin Dynasty.
Row 1 (from left):
Jeanne Blumhagen,
Laura McLaughlin,
local guide.
Row 2: local guide,
Marie Gabler,Andrew
Lin,Annie Lin, Donna
Lundberg, Linda Weber,
Rex Blumhagen,
David Koo, Patsy
Hubbard,William
Taetzsch, Jr.,
Norman Soucek.
Row 3: Russell Gabler,
Merrill Lundberg,
Charles Weber, Hattie
McRoberts,William
Taetzsch, Sr., Phil
Hubbard, John Minton.
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After all, among their numbers are a Cook, three Bakers, four Millers, a Weaver, five Smiths, a

Cooper, two Wrights, and a Fowler.There’s even a King. If the Archer needed new arrows, he

could go to the Fletcher, who could acquire his food from the Farmer, who could acquire his land

from the Franklin—or perhaps the Squire. If any illiterate travelers happened upon the village, they

could seek out the Reader. If we’re willing to allow some unconventional spellings (and we are), we

could take care of law enforcement (not that we would need it) with a Kopp and a Marshall. If we’re

willing to allow 2001 Grad School graduates, we could add a Fisher and a Bishop. . . . Before this gets

too Long and our readers turn Grim, we’re Dunn. Here’s a look at the Class of ’01, by the numbers.

Diverse Notes 

on Activities 

at Wheaton–

Now and Then
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If surnames carr ied some practical significance, the members 
of Wheaton’s Class of 2001 could start their own village.

The Class of ’01

597 Graduates who received bachelor’s 
degrees on May 6.

123 Bachelor’s degree recipients from 
Illinois, the most of any state.

36 Members of the class from California,
the second-highest total.

7 Graduates from Holland, Michigan.

30,745 Population of Holland, Michigan.

0 Combined number of graduates from
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Wyoming.

38 Graduates from outside the United States.

4 Canadians in the class.

45 Bachelor’s degrees awarded in English,
the most popular major.

9 Most popular degrees after English 
(not counting double-majors):

39 communications
35 business /economics
32 Christian education & ministry
31 psychology
28 elementary education
24 political science
18 interdisciplinary studies
17 biblical and theological studies
17 kinesiology

21 Students who earned a degree in English along
with another major field.

47.9 Percentage of the 597 graduates who earned
degrees in the 10 most popular majors.

17 Students who earned degrees in music 
performance.

7 Number of those students who 
specialized in piano, the most popular
music-performance major.

1 Graduate who earned a degree in violin
performance.

1 Graduate who majored in German.

1 Graduate who double-majored in violin
performance and German.

36 Students who graduated summa cum laude.

34.3 Percentage of students who graduated 
with honors.

42 Members of the Wheaton College Scholastic
Honor Society in the Class of ’01.

59 Members of the Class of ’01 who are 
members of national honor societies.

169 Graduates who received M.A. degrees 
on May 5.

43 Recipients of master’s degrees in theological
studies, the most popular degree.

37 Recipients of master’s degrees in clinical
psychology or intercultural studies, which
tied for second most popular.

14 Students who received Psy.D. degrees 
on May 5.

16 Graduate School graduates from outside
the United States.

27 Graduate School graduates with bachelor’s
degrees from Wheaton.

from (A)begaz to (Z)ollinger

by Michael Murray



&Pizza joints can place special orders, too.The owner
of the new Gino’s East Pizzeria on West Front
Street in Wheaton had an empty wall to fill, so he
called Joel Sheesley ’72, a professor in the College’s
art department, for ideas. Professor Sheesley knew
just where to turn: Matt Drissell ’01, Laura Huff
’01, Leah Samuelson ’02, and Jennilyn White ’03.

Their assignment was to paint a mural on a
brick wall overlooking the pizzeria’s outdoor dining
area. Oh, and one other thing—it had to somehow
incorporate both pizza and firefighters.The building
Gino’s East occupies had been a site of the
Wheaton Fire Department from the early ’60s until
the mid-’90s, and the firehouse motif is prevalent
inside, and now outside, the pizzeria.

The quartet of art students past and present
spent four mid-May days on scaffolding and pro-
duced a mural that fills the order: pizza-eating fire-
fighters in full equipment.

Z Wheaton 43

Journal

Current and former
Wheaton art students
(from left) Matt
Drissell ’01, Laura
Huff ’01, Leah
Samuelson ’02, and
Jennilyn White ’03
found extra work this
summer, painting a
mural for a Wheaton
pizza place.

The 52nd season of the Artist
Series at Wheaton College
opens October 12 with
renowned soprano Kathleen
Battle returning to Edman

Chapel. She performed during the 1993-94 series.
The 8 P.M. concert follows an hour-long reception
on the Edman Plaza commemorating the start of
the new season.

Pianist Vladimir Feltsman, conductor Pavel Kogan,
and the Moscow State Symphony Orchestra will
be on campus November 2.The third perform-
ance of the season—a concert by duo organists
The Chenaults on January 26—will feature
Edman Chapel’s new organ.

The BBC Concert Orchestra of
London, on its 50th anniversary
tour, is scheduled for February 8.
Violinist Nicola Loud is the featured performer.
Wrapping up the season, on April 6, will be the
Emerson String Quartet & Kalichstein-Laredo-
Robinson Trio, on their 25th anniversary tour.

All performances begin at 8 P.M. in Edman Chapel.
Tickets are available at the Wheaton College Ticket
and Information Office, 418 N. Chase St. Series
tickets are $105 (balcony), $130 (rear), or $150
(front). Individual tickets are $25, $30, or $35.
There is a discount for seniors and students.
Please call 630-752-5010 for more information.

Paintpizza pie

5
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This summer, speed limit signs weren’t neces-
sary at College Avenue and Howard Street, at
the east side of Wheaton’s campus.Awestruck
drivers couldn’t help but slow down—and
often stop—to revel at the sight of a 250-
foot-long berm, lavished in African daisies,
black-eyed Susans, larkspur, dwarf cone
flower, alyssum, corn poppies, sweet william
pinks, and a dozen other beauties.

Planted this spring by the College’s
grounds crew, these annual and perennial
“wild” flowers have received rave reviews.

“We’ve gotten more credit than we
deserve,” says grounds foreman Bill
Wolsfeld. “We just threw down some
seed and watered it. I give God all the
glory and praise, my crews get the cred-
it, and I in turn get the blessing.”

The Chicago Jazz Ensemble and director
William Russo have signed on for anoth-
er three-concert series at Wheaton
College.The ensemble, in residence 
at Columbia College in Chicago, has 
performed for large crowds in Barrows
Auditorium each of the past two years.

The 2001-02 American Heritage Jazz
Series features the music of jazz legend
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington, the 

most prolific composer of the 20th
century. G. E. Lambert wrote in Duke
Ellington:“Ellington’s pre-eminence in
jazz is not only because of the very high
aesthetic standard of his output, not
simply due to his remarkable abilities as
a pianist, composer, and bandleader, but
also to the fact that he has extended
the boundaries of jazz more than any
other musician, without abandoning the
true essence of the music.”

The ensemble will perform on campus
three times in 2001-02:

• Friday, September 28: Ellington’s Black,
Brown & Beige

• Friday, November 16: Ellington & Basie,
plus Russo’s Chicago Suite No. 2

• Friday, February 15: The Music of
Duke Ellington—Sacred & Secular

All concerts begin at 8 P.M. in Barrows
Auditorium in the Billy Graham Center.
Tickets are $25 ($20 for seniors and 
$15 for students) and are available at the
Wheaton College Ticket and Information
Office, 418 N. Chase St. Please call 
630-752-5010 for more information.

Graduate student
David Swanson 

M.A. ’02 (left) spent 
his summer weeding,

watering, and fertilizing
the bank of wildflowers

surrounding Leedy
Field. Joel Jara (right) 
is a full-time grounds-

man for now, but he
plans to be a pastor.

e c h o e sE C H O E S  O F  H A R L E M

In the Classroom
Course: INTR 556, Foundations of
Leadership Development (4 credits)

Professor: Robert L. Gallagher, Ph.D.

Schedule: 7:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.,
Monday through Friday, July 16-27

Course description from 
Dr. Gallagher’s syllabus:
“The purpose of the course is to
explore the biblical foundations and
practical implications of leadership.We
will view the study of leadership from
cultural, organizational, and missiological
perspectives. Based on Jesus’ model of
leadership development, the course
seeks to encourage a balanced lifestyle in
the physical, intellectual, social, and spiri-
tual dimensions.The student will have
the opportunity to explore her/his own
development and the implications that
emerge from the study.”

Selected required textbooks:
The Making of a Leader by J. Robert
Clinton (NavPress, 1998); Celebration of
Discipline:The Path to Spiritual Growth by
Richard J. Foster (Harper San Francisco,
1998); Ordering Your Private World by
Gordon MacDonald (Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1985); Spiritual Leadership by 
J. Oswald Sanders (Moody Press, 1994).

A Real
Traffic Stopper
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Seated (from left): Cornelia Van Cott, Muncie,
Indiana, mathematics major, music minor;Anne
Welsch, Colorado Springs, Colorado, archaeology
major;Allison Dick,Wooster, Ohio, chemistry major,
music minor; Marcy Payne, Claremont, Minnesota,
psychology major, Spanish minor; Katie Shubin,
Whittier, California, kinesiology major. Standing:
Lynae Müller, Germansen Landing, British
Columbia, Canada, piano performance major
(B.Mus.), violin performance minor;Aaron Derstine,
Harleysville, Pennsylvania, Christian education
major, Spanish and Bible minor;Andrea Brandt,
Austin,Texas, English literature major;Thomas
Paulsen ’70, president,Wheaton College Alumni
Association; Jeremy Kirchoff, Garden City, Kansas,
anthropology/pre-medicine major; Shannon Watson,
New Providence, New Jersey, Christian education
and ministry and communications double-major; Joy
Eberhardt, Oaxaca, Mexico, psychology major.

Soon-to-be Seniors Earn Lighter Tuition Bills
In 2000-2001, alumni gave generously to student financial aid and
scholarships totalling more than $5.5 million.These 11 senior 
scholarship winners were selected by the Wheaton College Alumni
Association Board of Directors from a list of students nominated 
by the College community.The scholarship awards to be given in
2001-2002 to members of the Class of 2002 total $30,000.

Brett Marhanka,Wheaton

College’s sports information director, and his

office recently received four awards from the

College Sports Information Directors of

America (CoSIDA).The women’s soccer

brochure cover (designed by coach Pete Felske ’86) was judged best in

the nation in Division C, which includes all junior colleges and NCAA

III, NAIA II, and NCCAA schools.

The men’s and women’s soccer brochures were each selected as second 

in the nation, and a special publication earned a third in the nation award.

The awards were presented July 1-4 in San Diego and cited the work of

Brett, Pete, Dan Dykstra ’01, and wrestling coach Dr. Seth Norton.

“Portrait of the Virgin Who Said No to

Gabriel,” a poem by Jeanne Murray

Walker ’66, earned first place in the

Evangelical Press Association’s critique 

of work published in 2000.The poem

was commissioned by Wheaton and

appeared in the Summer 2000 issue of

the magazine. Jeanne is the author of

numerous essays and plays as well as five

volumes of poetry. She is a frequent lec-

turer and workshop leader who lives in

Philadelphia. Wheaton has received five

EPA awards in the past three years.

Prize-
Winning
Poetry

Excellence 
in Sports
Information
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A Classroom in 
the Wilderness

The article on
Honey Rock
brought back some
wonderful memories
that I thought might
be of interest from 
a historical perspec-
tive. In 1950, Dan
’48 and Kitty
Moore hired my

grandmother, Mrs. Helen
Bigelow, to be the camp cook
for that summer at Honey
Rock, the last before it became
part of Wheaton.As an 11-year-
old, I went along as part of the
deal—assigned regular chores
but then an actual junior
camper for two weeks in the
tents on platforms.What 
a summer it was and what 
a place it was.

There was a fabulous old
wooden launch in the boat-
house, all gleaming brightwork
and a full canopy, used for
cruises. Panfish were always
catchable in the shade under
the launch. Mail was delivered
by speedboat to a box at the
end of the dock.There was 
a 14-foot canoe, perfect for 
an 11-year-old who liked to
explore and fish (crappie,
bluegills, bass, walleye, even 
a couple of small muskies
found my hook).An injured
porcupine was rescued, kept in
the storage shed by the kitchen
door, and nursed to recovery—
it was handled carefully while
one wore heavy leather gloves.
An orphaned fawn was nursed
by hand from a bottle by the
kitchen steps.As it got older
and developed its range, it still
came back to the kitchen at
mealtime, always responding to
the meal bell (which was a big
metal spoon banged against the
propane tanks!). On some quiet
evenings we would load into a
car to visit a nearby dump and

watch the bears feeding.
I remember Dud

Hallworth ’52 and Cal Pitcher
M.A. ’51 from the staff that
summer—I am sure there were
other Wheatonites at the time.
And six years later when I
applied to Wheaton, Dan
Moore wrote one of the 
letters of recommendation.

Richard P. Fincher ’60
Westport, CT

No Less a Miracle
The miracle of adoption is
beautifully described in the
Spring 2001 issue. However,
the article gives the impression
that those who are not
involved with adoption are not
entitled to espouse a pro-life
position. Few families have the
desire, calling, or heart to adopt
the very few babies that are
available for adoption.Yet, for
those trying to adopt, many
other pro-life advocates have
been actively lobbying for laws
that support life, campaigning
and voting for pro-life political
candidates, counseling confused
women, giving to pro-life
ministries, providing pregnancy
care and housing, and teaching
healthy abstinence behaviors 
to young men and women.

We need many people
with a variety of skills to 
support life in a nation that
aborts more than a million of
its unborn babies every year.
Those who are not called to
adopt can use other God-given
abilities in this important work
to protect unborn children.
Propagating false guilt is a tac-
tic used by pro-abortion advo-
cates to silence their opposi-
tion.We must be careful not 
to minimize the contributions
that we all must make in pro-
tecting the most vulnerable.

Mary Ann Whitman Stark
’75, Ph.D., R.N.
Kalamazoo, MI

I read with interest the
article concerning adoption.
I am an adoption caseworker
and am well aware of the 
challenges, frustrations, and
risks of international adoption.
I am also a parent through
adoption. Both our children
arrived from India as babies.
We experienced setbacks,
delays, changes in policy, and
even a false alarm when we
went to the airport to pick up
our son and he was not there!
Our children are now 17 and
14 and continue to be the joys
of our lives.We feel blessed to
be their parents.The headaches
are real and frequent in interna-
tional adoption—but the joys
surpass the pain.Thank you 
for a great article.

Rhonda R. Johnson
Miramar, FL

Award of Distinction
Though neither of us was
among those who visited the
Welsh house often, we loved
Chaplain Evan Welsh’s gentle
spirit.When we were making
plans for our wedding in
August 1968, it was our delight
that Chaplain Welsh ’26 was
going to be in Estes Park,
Colorado, near [Eunice’s]
home, and graciously agreed 
to interrupt his “vacation” to
conduct the ceremony for us.

Steve ’68 and Eunice 
Anderson Douglass ’65

Walworth, NY

Shaped by Example
We just got the Winter 2001
issue of Wheaton and really
enjoyed it cover to cover,
as usual. It is always so well
done and helps us keep
informed about the college 
we both love so dearly.

I just felt a little sad upon
reading the article “Shaped by
Example.” My father, Bill Gale
’26, was a colleague of Ed
Coray ’23, Harve Chrouser

l e t ters

We invite your 
letters and e-mail 
as they relate to 

topics covered in the
magazine.Correspon-
dence must be signed

and may be edited for
length or clarity.

Write:
Editor

Wheaton magazine
Wheaton College
501 College Ave.

Wheaton, IL 60187;
or send e-mail to 

alumni@wheaton.edu.

Spring 2001

Wheaton

Honey
Rock 
at 50
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Continued from the back cover.

Filling the
Blank Spaces
Name just about any art form and
chances are, Dave Johnson ’55 can teach
it to you. Drawing, painting, printmaking,
enameling, sculpture, graphic design,
ceramics, photography, woodcuts,
pottery, silk screening, galvanic 
etching—and that’s just for starters.

Dave’s education has taken him all
over the Midwest: In 1960 he received 
a B.A. from the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago; in 1967 he earned
an M.S.A.E. from the Illinois Institute
of Technology; and in 1974 he finished
another master’s degree, this one from
Kansas University.“I tell people I’m 
a slow learner; that’s why I’ve been in
school so long,” he says, laughing.

But lack of speed is hardly the
issue. Dave has spent his 50-plus years 
in the art world spreading wide his 
creative experience. Beginning with 
the fundamentals of drawing, painting,
and art history that he honed in the
Wheaton art department, Dave was
drawn to more advanced artistic tech-
niques while attending the School of
the Art Institute. Sculpting was one such
extension of Dave’s creativity.“We were
encouraged to explore new materials,
and the professors explored along with
the students,” he says.“And I saw that it
was that sort of mentality that needed
to be taught.”

It was this penchant for exploration
that landed Dave his first college-level
teaching job at William Jewel College 
in 1970, where he was hired by fellow
Wheaton alumnus and then-President
Dr.Tom Field ’37. Quickly transitioning
from junior high school art teacher
(Dave taught in the Chicago area for

several years) to full professor, Dave
grew the art department from 
40 students his first semester to 125
during his last semester in 2000; that’s
especially impressive considering that
William Jewel’s current enrollment 
is about 1,100 students.

Art, expressed in any medium,
Dave says, is an act of “recording an
event, pushing a point of view.”At its
core, then, art is meaningful; for much
of Dave’s work, that meaning is
expressed through religious themes and
images from biblical texts and hymns.
“Someone has always been there 
helping me along,” he says.“I will
always be thankful for the Lord’s 
guidance throughout my life.”

Much of Dave’s latest work in cal-
ligraphy illustrates that concept. He was
recently part of a class taught by Welsh
calligrapher Donald Jackson.The stu-
dents’ assignment was to copy an illumi-
nated manuscript—by hand—using 500-
year-old techniques.As he and his fellow
students worked late into the night
exploring the mysteries of mixing
strange powders, egg white, and all 
manner of uncommon ingredients,
Dave was completely in his element:
filling the blank space before him.

by Lena James ’99

’34, Ruth Berg Leedy ’32, and
Lee Pfund ’49, of course. He
came late to the college from
which he graduated, arriving
in 1948.You talked about
character building. I’m sure
that Jack Swartz ’52 and Bud
Williams M.A. ’66 would say
without any hesitation that
nobody was better at it than
my dad. I could be prejudiced,
of course, but my dad was really
quite a man of God.

He was so loved by 
students and athletes alike that
he was the only coach that was
routinely called “Coachie”:
“Coachie Bill Gale.” I think he
should have been mentioned
in that excellent article.

Dr. Bruce ’60 and 
Sonja Entz Gale ’61

Escazu, Costa Rica

Familiar Names
The Winter
2001 issue of
Wheaton was
particularly
interesting
with its book
reviews, essay
by Dr. John
Piper ’68, and
the well-

deserved award to Ken Taylor
’38. Many familiar names from
the past popped up from its
pages. Over the years I have
thanked God for the enrich-
ment Wheaton has given me.

Jean Alloway Henkelman ’42
Oshawa, Ontario

For the Record
On the Letters page of the
Spring 2001 issue of Wheaton,
Joe Cosgrove’s class year was
incorrect. He was a member 
of the Class of ’54.

Winter 2001

Wheaton

Alumni 
in Law

100 
Years of
Athletics



48 Wheaton

at last
Reflections on 
the Christian life 
by published
Wheaton Alumni

Nancy White
Carlstrom ’70 is the
author of more than
50 children’s books,
including the first of
a series, Jesse Bear,

What Will You
Wear? (Simon and

Schuster), Blow Me
a Kiss, Miss Lilly

(Harper), Does 
God Know How 

to Tie Shoes?,
and What Does 

the Sky Say?
(Eerdmans). She

presents book pro-
grams at schools and

conferences around
the country. Nancy
lives with her hus-
band, David, and
two teenage sons,

Jesse and Joshua, in
Fairbanks,Alaska,

and San Juan
Island,Washington.

Write to her at
nwcarlstrom@

compuserve.com.

by Nancy White Carlstrom ’70

Last week I returned from an all too brief time
at our “island retreat” where I experienced 
gentle weather, beautiful flowers, singing birds,
mellow days, and a soaring spirit. My journal 
for the first day reads,“What a wonder-filled
day! Felt like a gift from God, offered back 
to Him in praise.”

“A wonderful spiritual/writing retreat,”
I told friends upon my return.

Now, the first week in May, back home 
in Fairbanks,Alaska, it snowed twice (more than
flurries!), ice still clogs the ponds and river,
waterfowl are confused, and most songbirds
haven’t even arrived yet.The landscape is bare 
of leaves and flowers; yes, even bleak. Home life
is hectic with three very active guys (my two
teenage sons and husband), and, I must admit,
soon that soaring spirit took a “whining”
turn downward.

God reminded me there were times, not
too long ago, when those teenagers were tod-
dlers and I was trying to fit my writing around
preschool car pools and hospital stays, and yes,
I complained then too.Yet, it was these very
experiences within our family that fed my craft
and inspired many of my children’s books—
How Do You Say It Today, Jesse Bear?, Barney 
is Best, I’m Not Moving, Mama, and Swim the
Silver Sea, Joshie Otter, to name a few.

Now, as I grow impatient to migrate south
(after all, our two-year sojourn has stretched
into 14 years, plus), I am reminded this place has
nourished my creative spirit. I wrote Northern
Lullaby, Goodbye Geese,Who Gets the Sun Out
of Bed?, and Raven and River all because I live
in a place where winter is at least seven months
of the year.

The fact is, my books grow out of my life,
wherever I am, and my faith and writing walk
hand in hand. Praying with a pen is what I do
best, and I must praise Him no matter the 
season or the setting.

Another time when I was feeling down 
in spite of just having four new books released,
I asked myself,“Why do I write, anyway?”

I decided it’s not for the recognition or the
reviews, as those can be fickle. It’s not the com-
munication from editors or colleagues, as that’s
never soon or often enough. It’s not for the
money; that’s unpredictable. I write because 
it is my way of praying, of dealing with pain 
and grief and fear. It’s my way of celebrating
and of crying.The satisfaction is in the writing
itself, and neither self-esteem nor security 
can be grounded in publishing success. My
identity, as a person and as a writer, is defined
by a living relationship with the “author and
finisher of my faith.”

I’ve rewritten Psalm 37 to read:“Do not
fret about whether your name and new book
get a prominent place in the fall catalog 
or whether your new title gets good reviews 
or any at all. Do not fret about how you are
treated or whether people remember you.Trust
in the Lord, yea, even delight in the Lord. Do
good and commit your ideas, your words, your
books to the Lord. Put your trust in Him, not 
in publishers or booksellers, editors or agents.
He will give you your heart’s desire. He will
make your righteousness as clear as the light and
your just dealing as the noonday sun, even if all
your books go out of print. Be still before the
Lord and wait patiently for Him.”

Remembering whose I am and who I am
helps to put these publishing issues and every
part of life into perspective.As for the questions
about the future, all I have to do is remember
God’s faithfulness to me in the past, especially
two years ago, when I had a ruptured appendix
and, after surgery, a pulmonary embolism.With
the psalmist I learned to say,“On my bed I
remember you; I think of you through the
watches of the night. Because you are my help,
I sing in the shadow of your wings” (Ps. 63:6-7).

It is my joy, as an author of children’s
books, to pass on this hope to my readers in the
books I write, and, sometimes, the result is far
greater than I ever dreamed.

This is the way my Grandpappy walks
when his slippers slide into my room at
night.“Still awake, Nate?” he asks.Then he
takes me out to see the stars. He puts his
hand on my shoulder as we look up.“It’s
okay to feel small, you know. Small, but not
alone, and dressed in glory like the stars”
(from Grandpappy, Little Brown & Co).

ShadowWingsof His

in theSinging 



For more than 100 years . . .

People have entrusted their charitable dreams 

to Wheaton College.

We have now built a company around those dreams.

introducing. . .

The Wheaton College Trust Company, N.A.

Providing trust administration services for:

� Charitable Remainder Trusts

� Charitable Lead Trusts

� Revocable Living Trusts

� Fiduciary Services for Estates

that significantly support the ministry of Wheaton College.

For more information, please contact Dave Teune, Director of

Gift Planning Services, at 1-800-525-9906.



For David Johnson, art is a calling to fill blank spaces.
While a student at Wheaton in the early 1950s, Dave
was the only male art major in the Class of 1955.
When he launched his 30-year career in the art 
department at William Jewel College in Liberty,
Missouri, he was the only professor. And when 
it comes to art itself, Dave pursues much more than
just one blank space.Parchment, canvas, clay, or stone–
they all serve to carve out Dave’s identity with 
expressions of creativity, faith, and love.

Read more about this story on page 47.




