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PLEASETELLUS!
As alumni, parents, and friends of Wheaton, you play a critical role in helping us identify
the best and brightest students to recruit to the College. You have a unique understanding
of Wheaton and can easily identify the type of students who will take full advantage of the
Wheaton College experience. In fact, we’d like to take this opportunity to say thank you as
26 of our current first-year students came to us as new referrals from you!
We value your opinion and invite you to join us in the
recruitment process once again. Please send contact
information of potential students you believe will thrive
in Wheaton’s rigorous and Christ-centered academic
environment. We will take the next step to connect with
them and begin the process.

800.222.2419 x0
wheaton.edu/refer
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“Living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ
while demonstrating love and compassion
to all our neighbors remains and will

➝

always be at the core of our identity.”

Facebook
facebook.com/

OUR PRAYERS FOR
WHEATON / 21
READ THE STORY BEHIND THE COVER AND
FEATURE WELL IN THE LETTER FROM THE
EDITOR AT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE

wheatoncollege.il
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Twitter
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THE
WHEATON
FUND
My wife and I support the Wheaton Fund because we believe
in the mission of Wheaton College and because our family is
grateful for the many ways it has benefited from the community
life of the College.
Dr. Paul Egeland ’77
Associate Professor of Education | Education Department Chair

Join the truly INVESTED
wheaton.edu/wheatonfund

departments
V O L U M E 1 9 // I S S U E 2

7

SPRING 2016

WHEATO N

13

9

4 PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

NEWS
PROFILES / 5
6
8
10
12
14
16

CAMPUS NEWS
CENTERS AND INSTITUTES
FACULTY NEWS
STUDENT NEWS
SPORTS
PROFILES

ALUMNI
NEWS / 39
40
41
44
46
52
52
53
56

54
THE CLASS OF ’63 “BENCH STEAL” IN DENVER, CO.
MORE MEMORIES ON P. 41

A WORD WITH ALUMNI
LIVING HISTORY
ALUMNI PROFILES
CLASS NEWS/GETTING TOGETHER
GRAD SCHOOL
WEDDINGS
NEWCOMERS
IN MEMORY

44

“ROGER FILLED A
ROOM WITH HIS
TOWERING PRESENCE,
BUT TO TALK TO HIM
OVER A MEAL OR OVER
COFFEE WAS TO SIT
WITH A SAGE AND A
SHEPHERD, A MAN
WHO CARED ABOUT
ME AS A PERSON.”
DR. JEFFREY BARBEAU
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We have been using
this important biblical term to describe
one God-honoring
response to a recent
on-campus conflict over the theology
and missiology of our Christian witness to the Muslim community.
The word “lament” refers to “a passionate expression of grief or sorrow.”
In recent months we have expressed
genuine grief and passionate sorrow
over—among many other things—the
death of two English professors, the
public departure of a faculty member,
areas of theological disagreement,
signs of racial discord, and the way
in which wider religious and political
conflicts polarize our own community.
This is not the first time in our history that we have needed to lament. On
occasion we have lamented the deaths
of alumni missionaries, as public observances of the 60th anniversary of
Operation Auca recently have reminded us. Even our recurrent spiritual revivals were times of lament, as well as
celebration, when students both repented of and grieved for their sin.
In recent years lament has come
to play an increasingly prominent
role in our communal worship.
Chapel speakers often bear witness
to a broken world. Our students also
encounter the painful consequences
of sin in their own lives, in the city
of Chicago, and in their service to
society. These burdens are much too
great for emerging adults or anyone
else to bear. So we teach our students

President’s
Perspective
DR. PHILIP G. RYKEN ’88
PRESIDENT

“WE ARE NOT
ALONE IN OUR
LAMENT, BUT
DEEPLY LOVED BY
OUR SUFFERING
SAVIOR.”

to lament: in our common prayers,
through testimonies, and even in the
words of our songs.
There seems to be nearly as much
lamentation in the Bible as there is
celebration—maybe more. Jeremiah
famously wrote an entire book called
Lamentations. But some of the most
painful laments are the ones that
Jesus offered: for the lost people of
Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37-38), at
the death of his friend Lazarus (John
11:38), and especially on the cross
where he suffered the burden of our
sin (Matthew 27:46). Jesus wept.
So our Lord knows what it is like
to belong to a broken community,
to grieve the loss of a loved one, and
to suffer the pain of separation. His
words of lamentation show that he
not only knows, but also feels. And
because he feels, he is able to care. We
are not alone in our lament, but deeply
loved by our suffering Savior.
Because of Jesus—because of who
he is and what he has done—we know
that our lament will not go on forever.
This life is a vale of tears. But when
our Savior comes again there will be
no more tears—only songs of praise
and the holy mirth of eternal joy.

EMAIL EDITOR@WHEATON.EDU WITH FEEDBACK AND
STORY IDEAS. TO ACCESS ADDITIONAL CONTENT,
VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE

ILLUSTRATION BY BERND SCHIFFERDECKER
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AMENT.

N E WS
WHEATON SPORTS
THE DEDICATION OF
TWO-TIME ACADEMIC
ALL-AMERICAN KYLE
MELLINGER ’16 ON AND
OFF THE FIELD.

p.14

CAMPUS NEWS
DR. MARY HOPPER ’73,
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC,
CONDUCTS AN OPERA
MUSIC THEATER
PRODUCTION OF NOYE’S

FLUDDE IN PIERCE
CHAPEL THIS JANUARY.

background photo BY Teddy Kelley ’15, inset photo by kevin schmalandt

p.6
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OPERA MUSIC THEATER
On Campus and Beyond

WILL LIVERMAN ’10 (ABOVE, CENTER)
AND DENISE GAMEZ ’86, guest
lecturer in voice (at left, center),
held lead roles in this year’s Opera
Music Theater (OMT) production
of Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s Fludde. This January, the full-length
chamber-size opera composed
of community members, Conservatory of Music students, and
alumni was performed on campus
for four nights. Also in January,
another OMT group performed
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s The
Impresario at eight locations in
the greater Chicagoland area, including Daystar School in Chicago, Windsor Park Manor in Carol
Stream, Illinois, Youth Correctional Center in Warrenville, and Clare
Woods Academy in Wheaton.
PHOTOS BY KEVIN SCHMALANDT

Human Needs
and Global
Resources’ 40th
Anniversary
Celebration

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT WHEATON.EDU/HNGR

MARY ELIZABETH
GOODELL ’16 WON
WHEATON SHARK
TANK THIS FEBRUARY
WITH A PROPOSAL
FOR “FLOURISH,” A
BUSINESS THAT SELLS
SUSTAINABLY MADE
DRESSES CRAFTED BY
VICTIMS OF SEXUAL
VIOLENCE.

SPECIAL
EDUCATION
ENDORSEMENT
PROGRAM
LAUNCH
W H E ATO N ’ S E D U C AT I O N

launched a special education endorsement program this past fall to equip a new
generation of teachers to serve
almost seven million students
in the United States, and countless more around the globe, who
receive special education support and services. A $3.5 million
contribution from the Haskins
Foundation will expand the special education course options in
Wheaton’s education department, create scholarships for students pursuing special education
credentials, and more.
“We want our students to be
sensitive to the needs of all students, and we want our special
education students to be especially sensitive to students with
additional needs and challenges,” says Ann Haskins Assistant Professor of Special Education Thomas Boehm. “Whether
they go on to be special education teachers or not, they will be
more effective and equipped to
be in leadership at schools dealing with increasingly diverse student populations, and to build the
kingdom of God in a way that honors the diversity of all students,
including their disability levels.”
DEPARTMENT

THE CHICAGO
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
PERFORMED AT
WHEATON IN MARCH
AND WILL RETURN IN
OCTOBER. TO PURCHASE
TICKETS, VISIT

photo BY mike hudson ’89

WHEATON.EDU/CSO

THIS FEBRUARY, Human Needs and Global Resources
(HNGR) celebrated its 40th Anniversary Symposium,
“A Well-Watered Garden: Cultivating Hope and Transformation.” The event featured international speakers from
HNGR partner organizations recognized for their transformative work in health, peace education, rural development,
and global church mission. Over 90 of the HNGR program’s
830 alumni attended.
Dr. Melba Maggay, a social anthropologist, author, and president of Micah Global, gave the keynote address, which was
followed by a poster reception highlighting HNGR interns’
research. Panel discussions and presentations occurred
throughout the week, and the symposium concluded with
a community and arts celebration featuring the work of Celmali Okonji, Wheaton’s first John Stott International Visiting
Scholar-Artist in Human Needs and Global Resources (above,
at right with Sara Agee ’08 and Matt Zuckermann ’17).
“The HNGR program remains a powerful pedagogical
experience,” Dean of Global and Experiential Learning Dr.
Laura Montgomery ’78 says. “The opportunities it provides
for partnership with the broader global church are critical
for our students and our community.”

17 STUDENTS
REPRESENTING
14 MAJORS
PARTICIPATED IN
THE WHEATON IN
MEXICO PROGRAM IN
QUERÉTARO, MEXICO,
THIS SPRING. TO LEARN
MORE, VISIT WHEATON.
EDU/MEXICO
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WHEATON’S
CENTERS AND
INSTITUTES

Global research, exclusive resources,
and community enrichment from
world-class scholars and students.
The Wheaton Center for
Early Christian Studies
(WCECS)
Director: Dr. George Kalantzis,
professor of theology

CHRISTIAN STUDIES (WCECS) celebrated the appointment of Dr. Amy
Brown Hughes M.A. ’08, Ph.D. ’13,
Wheaton’s first female theology Ph.D.
graduate, as assistant professor of theology at Gordon College, as well as Dr.
George Kalantzis’ election as Fellow of
the Royal Historical Society. Dr. Susan
Holman delivered the 2015 Papatheofanis Lecture on Early Christianity,
while generous gifts allowed WCECS to
purchase the 518-volume set of Sources
Chrétiennes, a bilingual collection of patristic texts. In March, the center hosted the Chicago Theological Initiative
colloquium on “The Death Which Leads
to Life: Augustine on Christian Dying.”
Wheaton professors, alumni, and doctoral students will present papers at the
annual conference of the North American Patristics Society (NAPS) this May.
This spring, Dr. Kalantzis will travel to
Kakuma, Kenya, with Wheaton’s Humanitarian Disaster Institute (HDI) to
continue work at the Kakuma Refugee
Camp. He and Dr. David Lauber ’89, associate professor of theology, will colead the Wheaton in the Holy Lands
program this summer.
LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/WCECS

ILLUSTRATION BY harry Campbell

THE WHEATON CENTER FOR EARLY

OPUS
THEA RTOFWORK

Center for Applied
Christian Ethics (CACE)

Opus: The Art of Work

Director: Dr. Vincent Bacote, associate

Assistant Director: Ben Norquist

Director: Dr. Chris Armstrong

HoneyRock
Outdoor Center for Leadership
Development of Wheaton College
Director: Rob Ribbe ’87, M.A. ’90, assistant

professor of theology

professor of Christian formation and ministry

THE CENTER FOR APPLIED CHRIS-

OPUS gathered Theology of Vocation

TIAN ETHICS (CACE) co-hosted a panel

Project (TOVP) faculty members this
past fall to discuss calling and vocation for a series of white papers distributed internally this spring. Meanwhile, Opus’ undergraduate fellows
completed the first phase of their research on the anxieties students bring
into their vocational decision-making
process,and distributed written results this spring. In November, Opus
took 11 faculty fellows to New York City
for the Redeemer Center for Faith and
Work annual conference, where they
heard from speakers including Dr. Tim
Keller and Dr. Peter Heslam. Dr. Chris
Armstrong and Ben Norquist attended the annual meeting of the Oikonomia Network, a learning community
of theological educators, this January.
Lastly, Opus is producing adaptable
curricular resources for faculty preparing to teach the new Christ at the
Core freshman seminar this fall, which
is designed to put students on an early
path to personal and vocational development.

discussion featuring three members
of the Ferguson Commission and Dr.
Theon Hill, assistant professor of
communication, titled “Change, Healing and Reconciliation: A Conversation with The Ferguson Commission”
this January. CACE also hosted Ken
Wytsma, author of Pursuing Justice:
The Call to Live and Die for Bigger
Things (Thomas Nelson, 2013) for a
lecture titled “What Does Moral Formation Have to Do with Justice?” In
March, consultant and former White
House staff member Michael Wear
addressed “Political Participation
and Moral Discernment” and Michael
Gerson ’86, The Washington Post columnist and senior advisor at ONE,
spoke on “Juvenile Justice: Restoring
Youth Offenders to Full Community.”
Dr. James K. A. Smith, professor of
philosophy at Calvin College, will give
a lecture this August, and in September, CACE will co-host Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy: A Story of
Justice and Redemption (Spiegel &
Grau, 2015).

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/OPUS

HONEYROCK, Wheaton’s Outdoor
Center for Leadership Development,
established a new 24-credit Leadership Certificate program to equip students for leadership in the church and
society worldwide. In conjunction with
the Christian Formation and Ministry
and Evangelism and Leadership departments, HoneyRock’s two-year
residential graduate program welcomed 15 full-time students this year.
HoneyRock continues to expand with
the launch of the Vanguard Gap Year
program, which began in September
2015 with 12 students. In December
2015, Dr. Rob Ribbe, HoneyRock Graduate Programs Manager Dr. Muhia
Karianjahi, HoneyRock Program Director Dr. Greg Robinson, and Dr.
Rich Butman, professor of psychology, spoke at the Christian Camp and
Conference Association (CCCA) National Conference in Phoenix, AZ. In
January 2016, HoneyRock celebrated
the end of an era with the departure
of Don Kerns, HoneyRock’s Site and
Facilities Manager, who served both
Wheaton College and HoneyRock for
32 years. His leadership and service
will be missed.

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/CACE
LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/HONEYROCK
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2015 External
Grant Recipients
“Economic Advocacy in Christian
Development Organizations”

DR. AMY REYNOLDS, assistant professor of sociology. Awarded by Lake Institute (Indiana
University), January 2016-December 2016.
“Building Capacity for Pastoral Trauma
Care in Kakuma Refugee Camp”

DR. DAVID BOAN, associate professor of

psychology and co-director of the Humanitarian Disaster Institute (HDI);
and DR. JAMIE ATEN, Dr. Arthur P. Rech
and Mrs. Jean May Rech Associate Professor of Psychology psychology and
founder/co-director of HDI. Awarded by
Chatlos, September 2015-August 2016.
“A Textbook for Teaching Scientific
Theories of Origins at Christian Colleges
and High Schools”

eleine McIntyre Associate Professor
of Philosophy and History of Science;
DR. RAYMOND LEWIS, associate professor
of biology; DR. LARRY FUNCK, professor of
chemistry emeritus; and DR. JOHN WALTON,
professor of Old Testament. Awarded
by Biologos, January 2013-December
2015. This book has been accepted for
publication by InterVarsity Press.

DR. GEORGE KALANTZIS,
PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY
AND DIRECTOR OF THE
WHEATON CENTER FOR
EARLY CHRISTIAN STUDIES,

DR. JENNIFER McNUTT

Faculty Awards
DR. JENNIFER McNUTT, associate professor of theology and history
of Christianity, received the 2014 Frank S. and Elizabeth D. Brewer Prize of the American Society of Church History (ASCH) for
her publication Calvin Meets Voltaire: The Clergy of Geneva in the
Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 (Ashgate, 2014). The biennial
award recognizes the best book published in the field that year
by a first-time author. Dr. McNutt, a fellow of the Royal Historical
Society (RHS) along with Carolyn and Fred McManis Professor of
Christian Thought Dr. Timothy Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90, was joined
in the RHS by two additional Wheaton faculty members this year.

AND DR. TOM SCHWANDA,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF

DR. DOUGLAS MOO, Kenneth T. Wessner Professor of Biblical Stud-

CHRISTIAN FORMATION AND

ies, received an award for excellence in research and writing and
for displaying the characteristics of a great commission scholar,
particularly classroom instruction and Christian scholarship,
from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary during the
Southeastern Theological Fellowship dinner at the 67th annual
meeting of The Evangelical Theological Society (ETS) in Atlanta.

MINISTRY, WERE ELECTED
AS FELLOWS TO THE ROYAL
HISTORICAL SOCIETY THIS
YEAR, A PRESTIGIOUS
SOCIETY ESTABLISHED IN
THE UNITED KINGDOM IN 1868.

ILLUSTRATION/photo BY Name Here

DR. STEPHEN MOSHIER, professor of geology; DR. ROBERT BISHOP, John and Mad-

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

DR. PHILIP G.
RYKEN ’88,

DR. JONATHAN
ECKERT ’96,

DR. DANIEL J.
TREIER, Blanchard

president. When
Trouble Comes
(Crossway, 2016)

associate
professor of
education. The
Novice Advantage:
Fearless Practice
for Every Teacher
(Corwin, 2016)

Professor of
Theology, and
Dr. Kevin J.
Vanhoozer.
Theology and the
Mirror of Scripture:
A Mere Evangelical
Account (IVP
Academic, 2015)

DR. JENNIE BROWN,
guest lecturer
in flute. Looking
Back: Flute
Music of Joseph
Schwantner
(Innova
Recordings, 2015)

DR. KEITH L.
JOHNSON,
associate
professor of
theology. Theology
as Discipleship
(IVP Academic,
2015)

TO DISCOVER MORE WHEATON FACULTY PUBLICATIONS,
VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE

ILLUSTRATION/photo BY Name Here

Faculty Receive
Promotions
and/or Tenure
The following faculty
promotion, tenure, and
emeritus status actions
were approved by the
Board of Trustees in
February 2016. All are
effective July 1, 2016.

PROMOTION FROM ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR TO ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

DR. EDWARD (WARD) DAVIS, Psychology
DR. WINNIE FUNG M.A. ’14, Economics
DR. MATTHEW MILLINER ’98, Art History
MR. GREGORY MORRISON ’87, Library

PROMOTION FROM ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR TO ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
AND TENURE

MR. JEREMY BOTTS, Art
DR. BENJAMIN PYYKKONEN ’99, Psychology
DR. TAMARA TOWNSEND ’01, Spanish

Science
DR. AMY REYNOLDS, Sociology
DR. HEATHER WHITNEY, Physics
PROMOTION FROM ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR TO PROFESSOR

DR. JEFFREY BARBEAU, Biblical and
Theological Studies
DR. CAROLYN HART, Music
DR. BETH FELKER JONES, Biblical and
Theological Studies
DR. STEPHEN LOVETT, Mathematics
DR. GERALD (JERRY) ROOT, Christian
Formation and Ministry
DR. NOAH TOLY ’99, M.A. ’12, Urban Studies,
Political Science, International
Relations

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

TENURE

DR. DARCIE DELZELL ’98, Mathematics
DR. RICHARD GIBSON, English
DR. SARAH HALL, Psychology
DR. MATTHEW LUNDIN ’96, History
DR. BRIAN MILLER ’04, Sociology
EMERITUS

DR. KATHRYN LONG, History
DR. MARY (SCOTTIE) MAY M.A. ’87, Christian

Formation and Ministry
MR. JOEL SHEESLEY ’72, Art
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#MYWHEATON

IN SEQUENCE FROM TOP CENTER: 1) NICOLE EKLUND ’16 AND KATIE
DEYSHER ’15 BY JON LAIT ’16 2) ARENA THEATER CAST MEMBERS
OF “THE SPITFIRE GRILL” BY REBECCA WATKINS ’18 3) ON TOUR
AT THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO BY DARREN YAU ’17 4) EMMA
BAKER ’17 AT TINTERN ABBEY IN ENGLAND BY FRANCESCA TSO ’17
5) “SECOND SEMESTER” BY PAUL VERMEESCH ’18 6) YVANNA VIEN
B. TICA IN LOVELAND PASS, CO. BY NIMROD EBENEZER C. TICA
PH.D. ’17 7) CURTIS DREVETS ’19 DURING SPRING BREAK 2016 BY
LUKE VELDT ’19 8) BREAKAWAY SAN FRANCISCO 2016 AT THE SAN
FRANCISCO-MARIN FOOD BANK 9) SCRIPTURE IN THE LAWNDALE
NEIGHBORHOOD OF CHICAGO BY FENA TANDRIARTO ’18 10) “THE
OMELETTE STATION SELFIE” BY ERIK ’18 AND TRYG VEKER ’16,
MATT ADAMS ’17, AND CHAPLAIN REV. TIM BLACKMON
WANT TO SEE YOUR PHOTO HERE? USE THE
HASHTAG: #MYWHEATON AND YOUR PHOTO MAY
BE PUBLISHED

“I am b e ginning to le arn what it me ans to honor G o d with my
curr ent calling as a student , as w ell as whatev er may b e in stor e

ILLUSTRATION BY vincent gagnon

for me in the w orkplace .”

CANVAS: FRAMING MY
VOCATION AND CAREER
How “Canvas,” a new series of five events
designed exclusively for sophomores, has
impacted me .

I LOVE WHEATON COLLEGE. I love
learning more about topics I am passionate about, and I have been blessed
by relationships with my professors
and peers.
While I want to squeeze as much as
I can out of my four years on campus,
Canvas has helped me realize that
some of my time at Wheaton is best
spent by taking what I am discovering
and considering how to apply that in a
meaningful way after graduation. At a
school like Wheaton, it is easy to get
so wrapped up in what is going on in
the here and now that I forget to spend
time discerning what God could be
preparing me for in the future.
Canvas has encouraged me to think
deeply about my interests and gifts
and how those might interact with
my career field. I know for myself and
for many of my classmates, Canvas
has prodded us to begin exploring our
vocational calling and has supplied us
with the tangible tools required to begin that search.
I am thankful that, through Canvas, I
am beginning to learn what it means to
honor God with my current calling as a
student, as well as whatever may be in
store for me in the workplace.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHEATON’S

by jake krogh ’18

CENTER FOR VOCATION AND CAREER, VISIT
WHEATON.EDU/CVC
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Beyond the
Bases

Kyle Mellinger ’16, a
two-time academic AllAmerican and varsity
baseball captain, on
community, missions
work, and the liberal arts.
by katherine braden ’16

Kyle Mellinger ’16 would lock himself in his room on Friday
nights to study biology. Four years later, this two-time Capital One Division III
Academic All-American baseball player and the 2016 Abraham Lincoln Civic
Engagement Award recipient realizes how God and Wheaton have both challenged and changed him.
“A lot of teachers talk about transformation in college and I feel like that’s been
the case for me,” says Kyle. “My liberal arts education at Wheaton has shaped
how I interact with people and taught me that ultimately everything points back
to God.”
Kyle, an applied health science major, plans to become a primary care doctor
and pursue missions, but he recognizes it’s important to look beyond science.
“I want to see my patient holistically as a person who needs God and has needs
only the gospel can meet,” he says.
A spiritual leader both on and off the baseball team, Kyle has spent the past
two summers in Vietnam, teaching English and sharing the gospel with Vietnamese school children.
“Kyle may be the best example of what a Wheaton student athlete should be:
passionate about his relationship with God, a tremendous student, an accomplished athlete, and a servant leader who has the respect of his teammates,” says

AS A FRESHMAN,

9
JULIE BUURSMA ’16
WAS NAMED THE 2015

ATHLETIC
THROWBACK

CCIW WOMEN’S TENNIS
PLAYER OF THE YEAR,
BECOMING THE NINTH
WHEATON PLAYER TO
WIN THE AWARD SINCE
ITS CREATION IN 2003,
AND THE FIRST TO WIN
IT SINCE 2011.

“ W H A T ’ S I M P O R T A N T IS
H O W G O D H AS A L L O W E D
ME TO USE MY SKILLS FOR
H IS G L O R Y . ”

10
WHEATON FOOTBALL
POSTED A 10-0 REGULAR
SEASON RECORD FOR
THE SECOND YEAR IN A
ROW, THE FIRST TIME
IN SCHOOL HISTORY

varsity baseball coach Matt Husted.
Kyle is grateful for the community
Wheaton baseball has given him and
is thankful for the awards he has received. Yet he acknowledges that “the
awards aren’t anything in themselves...
what’s important is how God has
worked in me, grown me, and allowed
me to use my skills for his glory.”
PHOTO BY TEDDY KELLEY ’15

THE PROGRAM HAS HAD
CONSECUTIVE 10-0
REGULAR SEASONS.

DR. CAROL M C EWING HARDING ’68
HEIGHT: 5’5”

19
THUNDER WOMEN’S

ORIGINALLY FROM: WAYNE,
PENNSYLVANIA
DEGREE: B.A. IN PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

VARSITY SOCCER MADE

SPORTS: FIELD HOCKEY,

ITS 19TH CONSECUTIVE

SOFTBALL, BASKETBALL,

APPEARANCE IN THE

VOLLEYBALL, TENNIS

NCAA DIVISION III

AWARDS: WHEATON HALL OF

TOURNAMENT IN 2015,
THE LONGEST ACTIVE
TO WATCH THE WHEATON THUNDER

DR. CAROL MCEWING
HARDING ’68, nicknamed “Q,” was a
five-sport varsity
athlete. After making
19 saves in one field
hockey game, Coach
Marilyn Scribner HON
called her the “finest
goalkeeper in the
Midwest.” Q counts
herself “blessed by
quality women professors who all loved
the Lord and passed
that on to us,” she
says.

STREAK IN DIVISION III.

COMPETE LIVE IN HD ONLINE, VISIT

HONOR INDUCTEE (1990)
WHEATON OCCUPATIONS:
FIELD HOCKEY AND BASKETBALL
COACH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION

ATHLETICS.WHEATON.EDU

DEPARTMENT PROFESSOR (1974-84)

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

15

PROFILES
V O L U M E 1 9 // I S S U E 2

SPRING 2016

WHEATO N

16

UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT PROFILE

Elliot Leung ’16

NAME: ELLIOT LEUNG ’16
MAJOR(S): MUSIC
THEORY AND COMPOSITION
HOMETOWN: HONG KONG,
SAR, CHINA
EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES:
WHEATON SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA
FUN FACT:
ELLIOT’S PORTFOLIO
OF COMPOSITIONS
AND PRODUCTIONS
IS AVAILABLE ON HIS
WEBSITE,
ELLIOTLEUNG.COM

BY NATASHA

RAISED IN A CLASSICAL MUSIC ENVIRONMENT where he learned to play cello

and piano, Elliot Leung ’16 is passionate about composing, performing, and
sharing music. These passions led Elliot from Hong Kong to Wheaton’s Conservatory of Music.
“I compose music in my head every living moment,” Elliot says.
Elliot has participated in and led music ensembles as a conductor and composer, produces music for Wheaton’s athletic department, and with the help of newly developed
software, is able to create music in diverse genres.
Commissioned by international clients to write different kinds of music, two summers
ago Elliot helped score a feature film released in all major cinemas in Asia. His music has
been broadcasted and performed in over 30 countries. Composer Marty O’Donnell ’77 has
also befriended Elliot, and helps him navigate the video game and film industry.
“Wheaton provides a customized education where you can build strong friendships with
your professors,” Elliot says. “They have given me various perspectives on my works, and
I’ve been able to develop different musical palates.”

photo BY greg halvorsen schreck

ZENG M.A. ’16

“I’v e b e en giv en the to ols and knowledge not mer ely to
practice a pr ofe ssion but to thriv e in my v o cation .”
GRADUATE
STUDENT PROFILE

Mary Hellstrom
M.A. ’16

NAME: MARY HELLSTROM
M.A. ’16
DEGREES: M.A. IN
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY, WHEATON
COLLEGE (IL); B.A.
IN BIBLE/BIBLICAL
STUDIES, GARDNERWEBB UNIVERSITY
HOMETOWN: NAPLES, FL
EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES:
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY INTERN
AT CENTENNIAL
COUNSELING CENTER IN
ST. CHARLES, IL
FUN FACT:
MARY’S FAVORITE
SPORTS TEAM IS THE
SAN ANTONIO SPURS

BY BEAU

MARY HELLSTROM M.A. ’16 is 1 of 35 students enrolled in Wheaton’s Marriage

and Family Therapy (MFT) program. Although it’s only four years old, the
program has become well established, and Mary describes the curriculum as
perpetually challenging and empowering.
“The reading is endless but fascinating. Class discussions are intense but life-giving,”
she says.
Mary identifies Couples Therapy with Dr. David Van Dyke ’91 as her favorite course,
where she learns much about herself and others.
“We delve into how to handle the raw, human side of functional pairings,” Mary says.
After majoring in biblical studies at Gardner-Webb University, Mary felt drawn to Wheaton’s MFT program, noting her choice became “clear” as she toured campus.
As Mary nears the end of her time at Wheaton, she feels ready to step out into the world
and embrace the calling God has for her to speak into others’ lives with a voice of compassion and Christ-centered love.
“I’ve been given the tools and knowledge not merely to practice a profession but to
thrive in my vocation,” Mary says.

photo BY greg halvorsen schreck

WESTLUND ’14
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STAFF
PROFILE

Karen Larson Belling ’83

NAME: KAREN LARSON
BELLING ’83
OCCUPATION:
DIRECTOR OF
FINANCIAL AID
YEARS: 6
EDUCATION:
M.B.A., NORTHERN
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY;
B.A. IN BUSINESS/
ECONOMICS, WHEATON
COLLEGE (IL)
FUN FACT:
KAREN FREQUENTLY
PARTICIPATES IN
SHORT-TERM MISSIONS
TRIPS AND MOST
RECENTLY TRAVELED
WITH HER DAUGHTER,
KRISTINE MOROZINK ’15,
TO ANTALYA, TURKEY

DIRECTOR OF FINANCIAL AID Karen Larson Belling ’83 knows the challenges of
paying for a Wheaton education. She and her two brothers attended Wheaton,
and two of Karen’s children graduated from Wheaton. Karen’s experiences as
a Wheaton parent make her mindful of the importance of economic diversity on campus.
“The students I got to know through my children’s friendships and what they took away
from Wheaton showed me how much diverse perspectives enhance the student experience,” she says.
Karen and her team work to make Wheaton affordable for families all along the economic spectrum. A lot of that work involves number crunching—Karen loves that she
can apply her background in Chicago’s financial markets to help students. She is pleased
Wheaton has maintained a steady focus on need-based funding while most of the market
has shifted toward a merit-based approach. Sometimes, though, Karen takes a back seat.
“I will find out about a need of the student or family, the Advancement team will make
me aware of a fund, and it will match,” Karen says. “I’m able to sit back and see God at work
in donors’ hearts and students’ needs.”
BY LIUAN CHEN

photo BY greg halvorsen schreck

HUSKA ’09

“You cannot lov e neighb or unle ss you hav e
physical pr oximity to neighb or.”
FACULTY
PROFILE

Dr. Gregory Lee

NAME: DR. GREGORY LEE
DEPARTMENT:
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF THEOLOGY AND
SENIOR FELLOW AT
THE WHEATON CENTER
FOR EARLY CHRISTIAN
STUDIES
YEARS: 5
EDUCATION: PH.D.
IN CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES,
DUKE UNIVERSITY;
M.DIV., TRINITY
EVANGELICAL DIVINITY
SCHOOL;
B.A. IN PHILOSOPHY,
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
FUN FACT:
DR. LEE ROWED HIGH
SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
CREW AND STILL LOVES
TO WORK OUT ON “THE
DREADED ‘ERG.’”

BY JOSHUA

WHEN DR. GREGORY LEE arrived at Wheaton College in 2011, he had never

heard of Lawndale in Chicago, and by his own admission “wasn’t very interested in social justice.” Four years later, the assistant professor of theology
gave a chapel message in remembrance of Martin Luther King, Jr.
“You cannot love neighbor unless you have physical proximity to neighbor,” Dr. Lee said.
He was speaking from experience. In 2012, his wife Jeanette’s work at Lawndale Christian Legal Center brought them to live in Chicago’s Lawndale neighborhood, where crime
is among the highest in the country.
Dr. Lee says their move to Lawndale has clarified his academic thinking. His book, Today When You Hear His Voice: Scripture, the Covenants, and the People of God (Eerdmans,
2016), employs New Testament theology and church history to show how the book of Hebrews interprets Scripture as God’s voice for “today.”
“In some ways my conclusions in the book dovetail with my experience at my church in
Lawndale,” Dr. Lee says. “People like St. Augustine and John Chrysostom were preaching
to diverse congregations, addressing wealth and poverty.”

photo BY greg halvorsen schreck

LITTLE ’12
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MAKE THE PAST YOUR PRESENT

COME BACK TO WHEATON FOR
A FLEXIBLE MASTER’S DEGREE!

PROGRAMSINCLUDE
• Biblical Studies
• Evangelism and Leadership

Keep your job and earn a degree with class

• Intercultural Studies

schedules designed to fit you. Whether you are

• Missional Church Movements

working in a church, corporate, or professional

• Outdoor and Adventure Leadership

setting, these flexible degree programs will help

• TESOL

advance your career and enhance your service “For
Christ and His Kingdom.”

wheaton.edu/flexibleMA
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As we move forward following a challenging year that included the parting of ways between the College and Dr. Larycia Hawkins, former associate professor of political science,
President Philip G. Ryken ’88 has identified five important principles for our campus to
pursue: lament, evaluation, repentance, forgiveness, and healing.
“While we are imperfect in many ways, we ask that the Holy Spirit may sanctify and empower us, so that we may experience true spiritual unity and do our common work to the
best of our God-given abilities,” President Ryken says. “This includes living out the Gospel
of Jesus Christ in both word and deed, while demonstrating love and compassion to all
our neighbors. This remains and will always be at the core of our identity.”
In light of these five principles, Chaplain Rev. Tim Blackmon called a campus-wide service
in February at Edman Chapel where Communion was served and both Dr. Hawkins and
President Ryken shared personal reflections. The Board of Trustees has also initiated a
review of the systems, processes, and decisions that led to this separation with the implementation of a Review Task Force (RTF). These 16 trustees, faculty and staff members,
students, alumni, and non-alumni advisers are reviewing documentation and have interviewed many individuals who were involved in the events under review. From this review,
the RTF will present a report to the President and the Board of Trustees, including both
evaluation and recommendations. In addition, a committee led by Media Relations with
representatives from across campus and external consultants, is working on internal and
external communication strategies for the future.
Given the essential role of prayer in any process of healing, we spoke with faculty, staff, and
students this spring and asked them to complete the following statement:

“My prayer for
Wheaton is...”
WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E
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“That we would love one another: love our graduates, love our students, love
our colleagues, love our staff; that we would model communal solidarity as
we are all one in Christ; and that we would try to diminish elements that have
gotten in the way of that.”
Dr. Mark Amstutz, professor of political science

“That we would continue to
grow as a student body and
as a community in the grace
of God.”
Rose Wang M.A. ’01, assistant
lecturer of Mandarin

“That we would be
willing to be broken
before each other,
be honest in our
relationships, and
remember that God’s
grace covers us. And
to remember that
God does not call us
to be perfect, but to
be honest and seek
growth.”
Alisha Sneed M.A. ’16,
master’s in clinical mental
health counseling

“That God will bring healing and
unity to our campus and that we
will learn lessons from this for the
future.”
Tony Abiera M.A. ’16, master’s in TESOL and intercultural studies

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E
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“That we as individuals and as a
community would be rooted in
the love that God has for us so we
can exhibit that same type of love
toward each other.”
Aseye Agamah ’16, English writing major, sociology minor

“That we would live authentic lives for Christ.”
Maria Hix, painter

“That Christ’s love would
move us to love others
like Christ loves us.
We’ve all been adopted
into His family and we
are all brothers and
sisters in the Lord.”
“That we would learn to trust each other and build one another
up in a community of grace and love.”

John Sampson M.A. ’17, master’s
in systematic theology

Dr. IL-Hee Kim, associate professor of education

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E
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“Unity. By unity I mean that as we
grow as people, as students, and
as a body that we would stay
united despite whatever happens,
because unity is one of the most
important parts of the body.”
Christian Ganza ’19, business/economics major

“That we would be different as a
result of all that has happened.”
Dr. Pamela Davis M.A. ’02, assistant professor of
counseling and clinical mental health program
director

“That we would love one another,
respect each other, and be kind to
everyone.”
Bolortuya Damdinjav M.A. ’16, master’s in
intercultural studies and missions

“That as a result of this difficult time
we will be stronger than ever and that
Wheaton College would experience
another season of true revival.”
Erin Ripley Shade ’92, director of development
programs/campaign director, programs

“For it to be a place where we truly
listen to ourselves, to others, and to
God, and to keep seeking the truth
when we don’t hear ourselves, others,
and God.”
Tramaine Kaleebu ’18, international relations major

“For growth within our community.”
Matthew Adams ’17, communication (media
studies) major

“That the Wheaton community would
experience another spiritual revival.”
Wanchen Villegas, international graduate
admissions counselor

“To have strength from God to
begin to move toward forgiveness,
understanding, and healing broken
situations and relationships.”
Stina Anderson ’19, biology major

“That we would ‘go from strength
to strength’ [Psalm 84:7, NIV]
through the empowerment of the
Holy Spirit and, through the grace
of God, extend to one another
the forgiveness that we all have
experienced personally through
Jesus Christ.”
Dr. Richard Schultz, Blanchard Professor of
Old Testament

“That we would rebuild our trust in
each other and in God. I pray for this
because we are supposed to love one
another, and that involves a lot of
trust and vulnerability. When we’ve
been hurt, it’s not so easy to trust.”
Stephen Wunrow M.A. ’17, master’s in biblical
exegesis

“That we will become a community
that is like Jesus in every sense
of the word: that we will be loving,
forgiving, understanding, and
equipped to listen. My prayer for
Wheaton is that we will have joy
during hard times and that we will
rely on Christ in everything—not on
ourselves—and that He will be our
strength. Because without Jesus we
cannot do anything and we are no
different than anybody else. So my
prayer for Wheaton is that we will be
a community that reflects Jesus.”
Melissa Ludzack M.A. ’17, master’s in marriage
and family therapy

“To be a community where we can
grow in our character with Jesus.”
Jeff Peltz ’81, assistant football coach and postmaster

“That we would know
and love God, know and
love others, and seek
justice in our broken
world.”
Laura Wilcox Tanaka ’09,
associate director of student and
young alumni programs

“That we would be continually honest
with God because he already knows
our hearts...that we would say verbally,
through our prayers, ‘God, we are
messy, and we don’t have it all together.’
So my prayer for Wheaton is that we
can be open, honest, transparent, and
genuine about changing our hearts.”
Maraea Mason M.A. ’17, master’s in Christian
formation and ministry

“That God’s grace would help us recognize Wheaton’s
heritage as a blessing and not a burden.”
Binny Sou ’18, history major
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“For us to learn from our mistakes, to see God’s goodness amid the hurt, and to
also recognize our own biases and to learn from each other—that we can grow
and truly live for Christ and his kingdom.”
Joshua Moreno ’16, English writing major, communication minor

“For a strong, lasting relationship
between faculty and administration
and that there may even perhaps
be an opportunity for deeper
relationship given their common
purpose and common passions.”
Cooper Smith Ph.D. ’18

“That Wheaton would be a place of
true Christlike love.”
Dr. Vanya Koo, associate professor of biology

“To seek to love how Christ loved.”
Ari Kim ’17, biology major

“That each of us would be a light in
the darkness of this world as we
daily seek deeper understanding
of the gospel and as we seek to live
for Christ and his kingdom.”
Barb Nussbaum ’88, student engagement program coordinator

“That we would walk together
through repentance, forgiveness,
and reconciliation so God’s healing
can take place on campus.”
Dr. Scott Moreau ’77, professor of missions
and intercultural studies, associate dean of the
Wheaton College Graduate School

“To be Christlike, even though that’s
hard.”
Joseph Hur ’19, biblical and theological studies
major

“To learn to grow, to love, and to
respect, and to learn to listen to
the call that God gives us and the
mission he has for us.”

“To fight apathy and the feeling that
we may have something right for
sure—and to be open-minded to new
perspectives.”
Ann Szelija ’17, international relations major

“To listen more.”
Wesley Braden IV ’17, business/economics major,
international relations minor

“That our hearts will be open to all
people and that our hearts will be
loving, forgiving, accepting, and
encouraging of all people from all
walks of life.”
Laura Waters Psy.D. ’17

Sarah Roos Psy.D. ’20

“For Wheaton to continue to be
a light standing in truth in the
church and in the world so that
what Wheaton stands for creates
hope and reflects God’s love for us
in the world and in the Christian
community around us.”
Dr. Hannah Stolze, assistant professor of business

“For more of Christ.”
Steve Taylor, public safety sergeant

“That we can reflect the body of Christ
well. If we can come together as a
community of Christians in light of
various things that have happened in
the past several months, then we will
have handled this a little differently
than the world expected us to. So my
prayer is that our shared love and
belief in Christ would shine out.”
Charlie Goeke ’08, M.A. ’13, Vanguard program
manager at HoneyRock - Outdoor Center for
Leadership Development of Wheaton College

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

“That amid all the brokenness that
has happened and all the hurt
feelings, we can still come together
and love God and praise God for
all he has given us, and that we can
pray to him and ask for forgiveness
as a community together so we
can start to rebuild. And I pray
the relationships can start to heal
whether that be this year or next
year, or later on in the future. My
prayer is that down the road, things
would start to be better. And I hope
everyone who is hurt here feels that
God’s grace is with them and he
will be with them no matter what
happens in the future.”
Jackie Westeren ’19, international relations major

“That we will demonstrate
reconciliation—not just talk about it,
but demonstrate it.”
Crystal Cartwright ’08, admissions alumni liaison

“That we could be patient with one
another as we learn to love one
another better.”
Dr. Toussaint D. Whetstone M.A. ’07, director of
the Wheaton College Counseling Center
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“That we would seek
God with our hearts
and not just our minds.”
Ellie Roth ’18, English writing,
psychology, and sociology triple
major with gender studies
certificate

“To relearn how to repreach the
gospel to each other.”
Alex Koh ’18, business/economics major

“That all our
learning leads
to loving.”
Chaplain Rev.
Timothy Blackmon

“That we fix our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith.”
Dr. Lynn Cohick, professor of New Testament

“That we truly
strive to act
justly and to
love mercy
and to walk
humbly with
our God.”
Dr. Shawn Okpebholo, associate professor of music

WE BELIEVE that the one, holy, universal Church is the body of Christ and is composed of the communities of Christ’s
people. The task of Christ’s people in this world is to be God’s redeemed community, embodying His love by worshipping
God with confession, prayer, and praise; by proclaiming the gospel of God’s redemptive love through our Lord Jesus Christ
to the ends of the earth by word and deed; by caring for all of God’s creation and actively seeking the good of everyone,
especially the poor and needy.*
We invite you to join with us in praying for the Wheaton College community and the fulfillment of its mission: “To serve
Jesus Christ and advance His Kingdom through excellence in liberal arts and graduate programs that educate the whole
person to build the church and benefit society worldwide.” If you have a prayer you would like to share, please send it to
editor@wheaton.edu.

*Text excerpted from Wheaton College’s Statement of Faith and Educational Purpose
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NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA
Travel with Wheaton College

October 22 – November 6, 2016
Experience the beauty of God’s
creation on this once-in-a-lifetime
journey to the land down under.
Contact the Alumni and Parent
Engagement office at 630.752.5634 to
learn more and to register.

alumni.wheaton.edu/travel

TT
FEATUREDFACULTY
for 2015-16
Bruce Howard ’74
Amy Black
Matthew Milliner ’98
Gregory Lee
Sarah Borden ’95
President Hudson Armerding ’41
with Stan Jones
Shawn Okpebholo


HOMECOMING

OCTOBER -

wheaton.edu/TT

Celebrating the classes of
1991, 1996, 2006, and 2011
alumni.wheaton.edu/homecoming

A LU M N I

LIVING HISTORY
THE “’63 QUARTET,”
COMPOSED OF JOHN
NELSON ’63, D.MUS. ’89,
HOWARD WHITAKER ’63,
BILL MORRISON ’63, AND
KENT HUTCHESON ’63

inset photo BY James Bradford ’65
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College Alumni
Association numbers nearly 45,000
living alumni, and
we hold many
views on faith, politics, theology, and
just about everything else. I’m grateful when alumni express their opinions
about something unfolding at Wheaton because that means they care
about their alma mater.
I just wish we could be better at disagreeing with each other with conviction tempered by grace.
The last few months have been the
most challenging of my ten years as
your executive director. Starting in
mid-December, when Dr. Larycia Hawkins posted controversial statements
on Facebook and the news spread on
social media and traditional press
around the world, the College has received daily emails, phone calls, letters,
and social media posts from alumni.
While many alumni have been thoughtful and gracious regardless of whether
they agree with the position or actions
of the College, I’ve been saddened at
how some alumni have expressed
themselves, especially on social media.
Many comments were laden with vitriol, accusations, and speculation. There
were times when it was hard to discern

A Word
With Alumni
CINDRA STACKHOUSE TAETZSCH ’82
Senior Director for Vocation and
Alumni Engagement and Executive Director,
Wheaton College Alumni Association

“WHEATON IS A
BETTER PLACE
WHEN ALUMNI
SHOW THEY CARE
AND URGE US TO
DO BETTER.”

a difference in tone and language from
voters’ diatribes about the 2016 presidential campaign.
In January, after Wheaton College
in Massachusetts received dozens of
angry messages and threats by people
who got their Wheaton Colleges mixed
up, their president, Dennis Hanno,
wrote a piece in The Washington Post
bemoaning the “reckless incivility”
of this culture stating, “It is not only
possible to express disagreement on a
matter of principle without resorting
to personal attacks and harassment,
it should be expected.”
Friends, please hear my heart on
this. I’m not trying to minimize how
complicated or painful this situation
is, and Wheaton is a better place when
alumni show they care and urge us to
do better. Please write to alumni@
wheaton.edu and tell us what’s on your
mind. I read everything that is sent to
my attention and will respond with
anything I’m free to share.
My prayer for Wheaton is twofold:
first, that our alumni community will
love each other by disagreeing with
humility and respect; and second,
that outside observers like President
Hanno and others will notice that we
disagree in a way that’s God-honoring
and strikingly different from the culture around us.

Vice President for Advancement, Vocation, and Alumni Engagement Kirk D. Farney M.A. ’98 Senior Director for Vocation and Alumni Engagement Cindra
Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 Alumni Association President Paul T. Klobucher ’96 President-Elect Renae Schauer Smith ’91 Past President Kurt D.
Tillman ’78 Executive Director Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 Alumni Trustee Representatives Paul T. Klobucher ’96, Renae Schauer Smith ’91,
Kurt D. Tillman ’78 Serving through 2016 Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91, David McDowell ’68, Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93, Susannah Schwarcz ’00,
Hythem Shadid ’79, Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 Serving through 2017 Judith Briscoe Golz ’83 Serving through 2018 Howard Curlin ’95,
Daniel Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00, David Doig ’87 Serving through 2019 Esther Lee Cruz ’06, Gary Keyes ’63, Lee Eakle Phillips ’77, Jon Tuin ’83

Photo by Mike Hudson ’89
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L IVING HISTOR Y : WHE AT ON M E M ORI E S
ACROSS THE GENERATIONS
CURRENT ALUMNI BOARD MEMBERS SHARE PERSONAL
HIGHLIGHTS OF “THE WHEATON EXPERIENCE”
ILLUSTRATIONS BY PAUL THURLBY

The Wheaton College Alumni Association (WCAA) was incorporated in 1944 as a separate entity from Wheaton College. Governed
by a Board of Directors, the goal of the WCAA is to “unite all of the
alumni of Wheaton College and Graduate School into a compact organization so that they may more effectively communicate with each
other and with the College on matters of mutual interest, arrange for
alumni reunions, promote alumni giving, and in other ways foster and
perpetuate the enthusiasm of the alumni for the College, and their
interest in their fellow alumni.”
Today, the WCAA is nearly 45,000 members strong, composed of
graduates and former students who attended Wheaton for one year
or more. Alumni meet for reunions on campus, connect online, travel
through the WCAA’s worldwide travel program, and give financially
to support faculty, students, and campus life. To this day, more than
85 percent of alumni have contributed financial gifts to the College.
“Giving to Wheaton is an investment in the lives of students who
will be formed in heart, soul, mind, and strength to serve the Lord
freely wherever he leads and however he has gifted them,” current
Alumni Board member Dan Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00 says. “The imprint
of this life-shaping Wheaton experience will shine through the lives
of alumni to make a lasting impact in this world for Christ and his
kingdom.”
For alumni, “The Wheaton Experience” can be defined by any number of events across the decades. Over the next two pages, we’ve
gathered memories of community, fellowship, global travel, service,
outreach, and socializing from Dan and other current Alumni Board
members that highlight their experiences on and off campus. If you
have similar fond memories, we’d love to hear from you! Please send
your favorite Wheaton memories to editor@wheaton.edu.
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1960

1959

FRIDAY NIGHT “OPEN HOUSE” AT THE
WELSH HOME HOSTED BY CHAPLAIN EVAN
WELSH ‘27, D.D. ‘55, AND HIS WIFE,
OLENA MAE HENDRICKSON WELSH ‘41

THE 1959-60 ELLIOT HALL LAUNDRY
ROOM JAM SESSIONS
“The ‘’63 Quartet,’ composed of
John Nelson ’63, D. Mus. ’89, Howard
Whitaker ’63, Bill Morrison ’63, and
Kent Hutcheson ’63, traces its origin
to jam sessions in the freshman
men’s Elliot residence hall laundry
room. The men sang publicly for
the first time at a Class of ’63
social event in 1959. After that they
became a fixture at nearly all class
events and quickly received many
requests to perform in campus-wide
gatherings, including chapel. Each of
these Class of 1963 alumni developed
distinguished careers: Maestro Dr. John
Nelson became a world-renowned
orchestral conductor and composer, Dr.
Howard Whitaker became a professor
in the Wheaton
Conservatory
of Music, Bill
Morrison served
as high school
music teacher
in Michigan,
and Dr. Kent
Hutcheson developed entrepreneurial
approaches for serving underprivileged
youth in Colorado and Asia.”
DR. GARY KEYES ’63, PHYSICS MAJOR; MASTER’S
IN PHYSICS FROM NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY;
DOCTORATE IN PHILOSOPHY FROM NORTHWESTERN;
RETIRED PROFESSOR AND ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
TENNESSEE HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER

“This was always a serendipitous but
uplifting experience! The evening often
included hymn singing, jokes from
Chaplain Welsh, serious prayer times,
informal socializing,
Q&A about the Bible,
and always homemade
cookies and other
special refreshments
from Olena Mae’s
kitchen. Students just
showed up and we
stayed as long as we wanted, under no
obligation whatsoever. The Welshes
were parent substitutes in a way, always
giving us warm welcoming hugs!”
BARBARA RUESCHE SCOTCHMER WINTER ’60,
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION MAJOR; MASTER’S IN
ELEMENTARY SUPERVISION/ADMINISTRATION
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI COLUMBIA;
MISSIONARY ON STAFF WITH FRONTIER MISSION
FELLOWSHIP (FRONTIER VENTURES) IN PASADENA, CA

1974
OFF-CAMPUS
MINISTRY
“In 1974,
Professor of Communication Emeritus
Dr. Em Griffin HON said, ‘I’d like to start a
Young Life club at Glenbard West High
School. Any interest in helping?’ A group
of us said yes. That simple question
began a tremendous experience in
teamwork and ministry. A vibrant

Young Life club at Glenbard West High
School continues today, 40 years later.
Off-campus ministry invigorated my
Wheaton years and my life.”
LEE EAKLE PHILLIPS ’77, DOUBLE MAJOR IN CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION & MINISTRY AND MUSIC; MASTER’S
IN SOCIAL WORK FROM UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO;
MASTER’S IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY FROM
FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY; SOCIAL WORKER FOR
ALLIANCE CLINICAL ASSOCIATES

1974
FISCHER HALL FELLOWSHIP
“My freshman class was overloaded
and a few of us were assigned to live
in windowless ‘typing’ rooms in Fischer
Hall. Every morning I had to knock on
the door of two hallmates and with
soap and towel in hand ask if I could
use the bathroom in their suite. Two of
those hallmates—Kurt
Tillman ’78 and Steve
Clausen ’78—became
lifelong friends. In fact,
for the last 20 years,
I have continued to
meet with a group of
men on a weekly basis. Each of those
relationships started with a humbling
and embarrassing barefoot walk across
the hall.”
HYTHEM SHADID ’79, MAJOR IN LIBERAL ARTS/
ENGINEERING (MECHANICAL ENGINEERING FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN);
DOCTOR OF MEDICINE & RESIDENCY IN ORTHOPEDICS
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS-CHICAGO;
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON AT GENESIS ORTHOPEDICS &
SPORTS MEDICINE
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1994

2002

WHEATON THUNDER SWIMMING

SEEING BONO FROM U2 AND ACTRESS
ASHLEY JUDD AT WHEATON AND BEING
MOVED TO JOIN THE STUDENT GLOBAL
AIDS CAMPAIGN

“Most of my best and enduring
memories of Wheaton College
involve the swim team: countless
hours of grueling training in the pool,
stumbling our
way to Anderson
Commons
after practice,
eating together,
sharing stories,
and painting
our faces and
chests orange and blue for Saturday
afternoon football games at McCully
Field to help fire up the crowds.
But it was far more than craziness
and games. Our team performed
well in and out of the pool, winning
conference championships and
qualifying swimmers who competed
at the National Championships. We
befriended swimmers from other
teams, sharing our love for Christ with
them and inviting them to learn more
of God’s great love. We studied hard
and consistently had one of the best
combined team GPAs for any Division
III team in the country. Every practice
began with a time of Bible reading,
devotions, and prayer typically led by
Coach Jon Lederhouse ’74, one of our
teammates, or alumni who happened
to be on campus. We met for small
group Bible study outside of practice,
prayed with and for each other, studied
Scripture together, and performed
service projects on campus and in the
community. Without question, some of
the most influential people in my life at
Wheaton were the ones I shared my life
with in and around the pool.”
DAN DOEBLER ’94, M.A. ’00, ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
MAJOR; MASTER’S IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY; CASE
THERAPIST AT NORTHWESTERN MEDICINE CENTRAL
DUPAGE HOSPITAL

“As a freshman, I was blown away that
Bono and Ashley Judd stopped at
Wheaton to get us excited about AIDS
relief. That night in Edman Chapel, I
was so moved that I decided to join
the nationwide Student Global AIDS
Campaign. For my next three years
at Wheaton, this was ‘my cause.’ God
opened my eyes to the
world of political activism,
international relief, and
rallying students toward
a cause.”
ESTHER LEE CRUZ ’06,
MATHEMATICS AND SOCIOLOGY
MAJOR; INSIGHTS & CONTENT
MARKETING MANAGER AT LINKEDIN

2011
ALUMNUS AND CURRENT PARENT
PERSPECTIVE
“As fond as the memories of my
undergraduate years may be,
Wheaton’s greatest impact upon me
has come in recent years. Living near
the College, sending two children to
Wheaton (Steve
’11 and David ’18),
and serving on the
Alumni Board have
brought me into
frequent contact
with faculty, staff,
administrators,
alumni, and, especially, students.
Having a front-row seat to the

assorted challenges, conflicts, joys,
and celebrations of this intentionally
Christ-centered learning community—a
community of flawed, yet faithful
pilgrims—has encouraged and
ministered to my middle-aged faith in
ways that my younger self could never
have imagined.”
KURT TILLMAN ’78, MAJOR IN SOCIAL SCIENCE;
MASTER’S IN AMERICAN HISTORY FROM NORTHERN
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY; PARTNER AT CEDARSTONE
PARTNERS, INC.

2013
SPRING BREAK: CHINA
“Four Wheaton friends and I went to China for two weeks over spring break during
our sophomore year to meet people in
business, the church, and nonprofits. We
spent roughly a week
each in Beijing and
Shanghai. This was
one of the most incredible experiences
of my life. The defining moment of that
trip was having dinner
at the home of a Chinese entrepreneur. As
we arrived, we noticed that other people
were coming in as well, and we found ourselves suddenly in the midst of a weekly
Bible study. We sang ‘Amazing Grace’ in
English our new brothers and sisters in
Chinese. As the lyrics reverberated off the
walls, I remember feeling overcome with
the power and majesty of Jesus.”
GRANT HENSEL ’15, BUSINESS/ECONOMICS MAJOR;
ANALYST AT SLALOM CONSULTING IN CHICAGO
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Dr. JoAnn HarrisBowlsbey ’53
A single mother’s work ethic inspired this alumna to establish a
scholarship for students in financial need
The daughter of a single mother from Arkansas, Dr. JoAnn Harris-Bowlsbey ’53 had her sights set on completing her education
at Wheaton College and becoming a teacher.
“I had no thoughts or aspirations beyond being a teacher,” JoAnn says.
“Of course, in my day, women did not have the broad range of possibilities
that they do today.”
To pay for her education, JoAnn’s mother, Annie E. Harris, served as a
cook in the College’s dining hall. JoAnn earned bachelor’s degrees in Spanish
and chemistry, and began teaching Spanish at York High School after graduation. She went on to gain master’s degrees from Northwestern University and the University of Wisconsin, and a doctorate in counselor education
from Northern Illinois University (NIU). She became a university professor
at NIU, before going on to serve as an assistant vice president of American
College Testing (ACT) for 16 years. She then joined Kuder Inc., where she
has been a vice president and executive director of product development
for the past 10 years.
In her mother’s honor, JoAnn began the Annie E. Harris Scholarship Fund
in 2014 to help students in financial need. In its first year, 16 students benefited from the scholarship funds, and in its second year, 14 students received assistance.
“I established the scholarship at Wheaton to honor my mother because
she placed so much value on education. There is no way that I could have
had the life I have had without her hard work,” JoAnn says. “I am placing my
investment in young people attending Wheaton who are in the same financial position that I once was in. I hope that those young people will go out
and be salt and light for Christ and his kingdom.”
BY JASMINE
YOUNG ’13

Few alumni have gone on to more
influential careers than the Honorable Dan Coats ’65, LL.D. ’92. He spent
more than two decades in Congress and
currently serves as the senior U.S. Senator from Indiana. In 2001, he became the
U.S. Ambassador to Germany, one day
before 9/11.
“It totally changed the dimension of my
role as Ambassador, given that Germany
was such a strategic ally and also the regional headquarters for all functions of
U.S. government in Europe, Africa, and
some of the Middle East,” Coats explains.
During his four years in Berlin, Coats
worked closely with German government
officials and oversaw 23 different U.S.
government agencies as well as more
than 1,500 Embassy employees.
Coats attributes much of his life’s
success to his liberal arts experience at
Wheaton.
“Had I not experienced the discipline
of study that I learned at Wheaton, I don’t
know how I could have handled it,” he
says. “I am deeply grateful that I had the
foundation, not only of academic diversity taught at a very high level, but also the
faith-based foundation that underlies every aspect of the Wheaton College experience. That combination has been essential
to my thinking, my faith, and my career.”
Yet Coats received far more than a political science degree from his alma mater.
“I had the chance to meet my wife,
Marsha Crawford Coats ’66, on campus,
and we just celebrated our 50th wedding
anniversary,” he says. “I owe her a great
deal of gratitude because the demands
placed on me in public service required a
stable home, which she provided. Without that, I couldn’t have achieved what
I’ve achieved.”
BY ANDREW THOMPSON ’13

photo courtesy of Dr. JoAnn Harris-Bowlsbey

The Honorable Dan Coats ’65, LL.D. ’92
on the personal and professional blessings of Wheaton’s liberal arts education

“I used to think w e could ‘include’ prayer in our ministry.
Now, it is our ministry.”

whose life
turned upside down when he became a
Christian, Rev. Manuel (“Manny”) Mill
’90, M.A. ’91 offers a striking picture of
the power of the gospel.
Growing up as a Cuban refugee in
the U.S., Manny’s pursuit of wealth
cost him dearly when it took an illegal
turn. While fleeing from the FBI, he
had an unexpected experience with
Jesus that transformed his heart, and
he decided to turn himself in.
Manny received the Chuck Colson Scholarship after he was released from prison, which allowed
him to attend Wheaton for undergraduate and graduate degrees.
“Wheaton was hard, but I’m so grateful I had the opportunity to go there,”
Manny says.
Although some might have tried to
distance themselves from the incarceration system, Manny chose to offer
hope to former inmates after graduation by founding a mentoring house
in Wheaton in 1991 (at left). This effort
later grew into Koinonia House National Ministries (KHNM), founded in
1997. KHNM is now a national network
that serves former prisoners by equipping churches to disciple them.
Manny notes the role prayer has
played in the ministry: “I used to think
we could ‘include’ prayer in our ministry. Now, it is our ministry.”
To this end, Koinonia House hosts
“Radical Time Out” nights of Bible
study, prayer, and worship at Glen
Ellyn Bible Church in Glen Ellyn, IL.
Manny also authored Radical Prayer:
The Power of Being Bold and Persistent
(Moody Publishers, 2015) and Radical
Redemption: The Real Story of Manny
Mill (Moody Publishers, 2012).
“We want to be able to enjoy our Father, and that cannot happen unless
we are cultivating our prayer lives,”
he says.
AS A FORMER CONVICT

photo BY jim Whitmer ’69

REV. MANUEL MILL ’90,
M.A. ’91
How radical redemption enabled a former
convict to passionately pursue ministry
by Whitney Bauck ’15
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The Tr e e Felle d , The Tr ee Raised
BRETT FOSTER

When you worked as a forester once, once
another who worked alongside you lost
a hand, and it fell to you—the one
who had to “tie it up.” Perhaps that’s why
Washington’s wilderness rarely fills your poetry.
Discretion’s chainsaw clear-cuts what is most costly.
Then Leslie weighed in with her sweet expertise
on how a logger’s life ought not be idealized,
and how even the saw allows for the trees
it’s just about to bring down, eliminated
from Alaskan landscape. This koan is like bait:
hooked, I contemplate destruction’s subtle sizes.
The changes and chances of this mortal life
are cries to call the soul back home again.
At least I like the way that sounds, even if
the little tree house of the body is all
we really know, wounds and pine knots, as squalls
pound the limbs in which the bare, beamed room is contained.
Yesterday a friend’s mother paid a visit
to our church, and by the creed we developed
a partnership: bulletin between our heads.
For her, it was possibly (why pretend?)
a way forward, readying for the end.
“Begotten,” as I heard her say, “and not made up.”
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You give hard earned money...

We put it to work.
Through a Wheaton College
life income gift you can:

• Make Wheaton affordable for future students
• Reduce capital gains taxes by contributing appreciated
stock or property
• Provide income for you and your family
• Remember other charities and ministries you care about
• Receive a charitable income tax deduction this year

Ask us about life income gifts such as gift annuities and charitable remainder trusts
630.752.5332 | gift.plan@wheaton.edu | wheaton.edu/giftplan
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“TO CARRY THE LIGHT FARTHER: A STORY OF
FAITH, SACRIFICE, AND CULTURAL CONFLICT
IN THE JUNGLES OF ECUADOR”

MCCULLY ’49, NATE SAINT ’50, PETER FLEMING, AND
ROGER YOUDERIAN OPENED ON JANUARY 8, 2016, THE 60TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MEN’S DEATHS. ALL INFORMATION
AND PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BILLY GRAHAM CENTER
ARCHIVES AND THE WHEATON COLLEGE ARCHIVES &
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AT WHEATON.EDU/CARRYTHELIGHT
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