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Cover photo: (clockwise from top left) Darrah Dickerson ’15,  
Jona Park ’15, Chloe Cucinotta ’15, and John Fort ’14 are among 
the first residents of the Shalom Community, an on-campus housing 
option for up to 16 students that opened in fall 2013. The Shalom 
Houses (one for men and one for women) are intentional living and 
learning communities focused on racial reconciliation. Photo by 
Mike Hudson ’89

Inside photo: Project C.O., above (left) and p. 22, 23; Jona Park ’15, 
above (center) and p. 28 [The Shalom Community hosted a  
Christmas party attended by more than 300 people.]; Wonderkind 
Studios, above (right) and p. 36; Mike Hudson ’89 pp. 3, 6-7 (top), 
10-11, 14-16, 18-19, 24, 26, 28, 49, and 64; Les Barker p. 9 (left); 
Kevin Schmalandt p. 24-25

 D E P A R T M E N T S

 2 Letters

 5 News

 10 Sports

 56   Authors
  Books by Wheaton’s faculty; Jennifer Labadie Fromke  
  ’92 writes about finding hope in the midst of loss.

 58   Readings
  Thoughts on the coming kingdom and its implications  
  for us today from President Philip G. Ryken ’88 

 60  Faculty Voice
  Dr. Shawn E. Okpebholo, assistant professor of music   
  theory and composition, addresses the importance  
  of  diversity—for the church and higher education.     

 61  Student Profile
  Andrew Shadid ’15 on his travels to the Middle East   
  and how mentorship from a U.S. Senator has fueled   
  his interests in diplomacy and reconciliation   

 62   Wheaton in the World 
  The Iron Sharpens Iron program has taken Wheaton   
  students to Europe, Latin America, China, and Africa  
   to meet strategic political and business leaders.

 64 President’s Perspective

     

 A L U M N I  N E W S

 33 A Word with Alumni
  From the president of the Alumni Association 

 34 Wheaton Alumni Association News
  Association news and events

 39 Alumni Class News

501 College Avenue
Wheaton, Illinois 60187

V O L U M E  1 7     

I S S U E  2 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 4    

Wheaton College serves Jesus Christ and advances His Kingdom through  

excellence in liberal arts and graduate programs that educate the whole person  

to build the church and benefit society worldwide.

2620

141833_Covers.indd   2 3/22/14   2:09 AM



12

14

20

24 

26

30

F E A T U R E S

#MyWheaton
Glimpse life at Wheaton through the social  

media lenses of students and alumni  from around 

the world.

For When We Wonder
A few of Wheaton’s theologians offer their  

answers to some of life’s big questions. 

Excerpts by Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt,  

Dr. Daniel J. Treier, Dr. Timothy Larsen, Dr. Beth Felker 

Jones, and Dr. Vincent Bacote.

5 Tips From 6 Entrepreneurs  
Under 30
Got a great idea for a business? Meet young  

alumni and students who have started their own 

companies and read their words of advice.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Teaming Up
A new program pairs faculty members with 

athletic teams to promote balance between 

sports and academics.

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

That They May Be One
How are students gathering together with  

faculty, staff, and members of administration  

to cultivate shalom on campus and beyond?

by Allison J. Althoff ’11 

Visionaries in Christian Education
Wheaton alumni tell their stories of founding 

schools—from elementary grades through 

high school—that share a commitment to the 

integration of faith and learning.

by Jeremy Weber ’05

Books by Wheaton’s faculty; Jennifer Labadie Fromke  
’92 writes about finding hope in the midst of loss.

Thoughts on the coming kingdom and its implications  
for us today from President Philip G. Ryken ’88 

Dr. Shawn E. Okpebholo, assistant professor of music   
theory and composition, addresses the importance  
of  diversity—for the church and higher education.     

Andrew Shadid ’15 on his travels to the Middle East   
and how mentorship from a U.S. Senator has fueled   

The Iron Sharpens Iron program has taken Wheaton   
students to Europe, Latin America, China, and Africa  

46

WHEATON contents

26 36

141833_Covers.indd   1 3/19/14   8:35 PM



greetings, all! It is an honor and privilege to join you as editor of Wheaton 

magazine, following in the footsteps of my esteemed predecessor, Georgia 

Douglass. I am eager to carry on the tradition of excellence she has 

established over the years through sharing the stories of students, faculty, and 

alumni with the Wheaton family worldwide (see “Tributes to Georgia,” p. 3). 

Though I am new to the role of Wheaton magazine editor, Wheaton 

College is certainly not new to me. After graduating from Wheaton in 2011 

with a degree in communication (media studies) and a minor in biblical and 

theological studies, I spent a summer counseling high school students at 

HoneyRock before completing a master of science in journalism degree at 

Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism in August 2012.  

I was hired as an editor at Christianity Today the day I received my diploma, 

and spent 18 months as online editor of Today’s Christian Woman, where  

I helped develop weekly online and iPad versions of the magazine. 

In addition to my work at CT, I was also hired as Wheaton’s journalism 

certificate program assistant in September 2012 to teach and assist 

students in finding media jobs and internships around the world. A highlight 

of my time on staff has been leading Wheaton’s Honduras Project as the 

faculty adviser in spring 2013. This experience opened my eyes in new ways 

to the global and experiential learning opportunities the College offers. 

I am thrilled to see how God has aligned all these experiences into my 

new role as editor. In addition to producing the beautiful print product that 

is Wheaton magazine, I’m also eager to begin publishing our content online. 

After reading through this print issue, you can share your favorite article  

(or two) with a friend at wheaton.edu/magazine. 

I am grateful to Georgia for the legacy I have inherited and have been 

entrusted to continue. I look forward to steering Wheaton into the future,  

but I can’t do it without you! Please send your stories, letters, and comments  

via email to editor@wheaton.edu, and consider starting a conversation on 

social media using the hashtag #wheatonmag. 

For Christ and His Kingdom,

Allison J. Althoff ’11  |  @ajalthoff

Editor

“God has made 

everything beautiful 

in its time. He has 

also set eternity in 

the human heart;  

yet no one can 

fathom what God 

has done from 

beginning to end.”

Ecclesiastes 3:11
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Tributes to Georgia 
Irreplaceable?!Georgia Douglass comes 

close. Her dedication over the years to 

quality in content and appearance raised into 

elite collegiate class the stable of Wheaton 

publications for which she was responsible. 

She, and a tiny, talented staff, have made 

us proud to lay Wheaton magazine on our 

living room coffee tables. And, oh, Georgia’s 

unattributed editorial stamp is all over that 

gorgeous sesquicentennial book, Wheaton 

150. Upon her well-earned retirement, this 

one alumnus simply petitions: “Lord, send us 

more Georgia Douglasses!”

Ray Smith ’54

Carol Stream, Illinois!

Great athletes make their sport look easy, 

but insiders know better.!So it is with editors.! 

Georgia Douglass has made the award-

winning run of Wheaton magazine seem 

effortless.!But those of us behind the scenes 

know the truth.!

Editing Wheaton is a daunting challenge.! 

How to walk the fine line of representing 

the College well without degenerating 

into flackery; how to balance substance 

and style, the verbal and the visual, print 

and white space; how to manage a team, 

inspire authors, and meet deadlines; how 

to negotiate the competing expectations of 

this or that wing of the magazine’s bell-curve 

readership.!

Georgia has brought to each of these 

challenges a combination of hard work, 

attention to detail, the highest of standards, a 

writer’s ear, and a designer’s eye.!These she 

has applied with a consistent blend of grace, 

doggedness, patience, and tough love—not 

to mention much begging, insisting, and 

cajoling—as all of us on the receiving end 

can attest.!

The result has been a consistently 

excellent magazine that has served well, not 

only Wheaton College and its constituency, 

but more importantly, Christ and His 

Kingdom.! We are all in Georgia’s debt.

With gratitude for your fellowship in the 

work, Georgia,

President Emeritus Duane Litfin, HON 

1993-2010

Wheaton, Illinois

Wheaton’s tight-knit global community is 

one of the main things that drew my sons to 

Wheaton seven years ago. In the last  

23 years, I believe nobody has done more to 

foster and strengthen that community than 

Georgia Douglass through her leadership of 

Wheaton magazine. 

Before there was the Internet and Wheaton 

web pages, there was Georgia and her team 

faithfully creating this excellent magazine 

that informed, updated, and knit together 

the Wheaton family all over the world. Even 

after the creation of the World Wide Web, 

Wheaton magazine arrived regularly, like a 

trusted old friend, to let everyone know what 

was going on with their old and new friends. 

Through Wheaton magazine, Georgia 

also was one of the College’s most effective 

ambassadors. Wheaton is extremely high 

quality and is the equal or better of similar 

publications from much larger and better-

known institutions. It is readable, thoughtful, 

and well designed. Visitors to my home often 

have commented on the high quality of the 

Wheaton magazines on our coffee table. 

I am confident that tradition of excellence 

will continue after Georgia retires. But it will 

be based on the foundation that Georgia so 

faithfully created. Well done, Georgia, and 

well done, Wheaton. 

Greg Thompson

Atlanta, Georgia

Georgia Douglass made editing Wheaton 

magazine look easy. As one who has 

spent half a lifetime messing around with 

magazines, I know how hard that is, and  

I liked our occasional chances to talk shop. 

Year in and year out, she produced a stylish 

product. The look was attractive and the 

writing clear, smooth, and concise. But the 

heart of what she did was the content—

picking the right stories. Any editor serves 

a variety of constituencies and masters. 

Georgia’s daunting task was to transform what 

had started as a strictly alumni magazine—

class news, marriages, deaths—into one that 

served the larger College community. She 

did it with grace and skill. Under Georgia’s 

leadership, Wheaton magazine reflected all of 

the College’s many facets and its worldwide 

impact for Christ and His Kingdom. Well done, 

Georgia. 

Don Holt ’57

Wheaton, Illinois

I want to express heartfelt thanks for the 

visionary work Georgia Douglass brought 

to each issue of Wheaton. The magazine 

reflected Georgia’s unwavering love for 

Wheaton College and communicated the 

many facets of campus life as well as alumni 

contributions. !

Georgia’s heart for Christ’s kingdom 

worldwide encouraged many of us who have 

shared that vision. Featuring “Wheaton in 

Singapore, Nigeria, Ecuador,” and so many 

other places gave us a sense of connection to 

the far-reaching network served by the alumni 

magazine. Stories of alumni ministries around 

Georgia Douglass ’70, M.A. ’94
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notes often included a sunset photo along 

with verses of Scripture selected for the 

recipient. Betty’s handwriting personalized 

the Savior’s love and truth, and her photos 

reminded us of God’s love that’s greater than 

our pain, and that He will perfect everything 

that concerns us (Psalm 138:8). Her notes 

were arrows sent to the heart, made potent by 

the time and care she took to write in her own 

hand, her thoughts flowing out of her heart 

and through her pen onto paper. 

Betty could text her grandchildren on her 

smartphone, and was adept at email. But 

I recently learned from Bud Knoedler that 

she also never forgot—and thus has given to 

us—the value and experience of receiving a 

handwritten letter. 

Marilee Melvin ’72

Executive Assistant to  

President Ryken

day proclaiming the good news of Jesus 

Christ via short wave radio to his family, 

tribe, and others who spoke his language. 

His dedication to reach those he loved 

encouraged me to make sure that those 

around me hear the gospel every day.!Many 

Wheaton alumni and others have prayed, 

given financially, and gone into their 

communities and other countries to help fulfill 

the Great Commission (Acts 1:8). May ELWA 

always be a reminder that the small, quiet 

voice of God, when listened to, can make a 

difference for Christ and His Kingdom.

Dale Carrell ’84

Pelham, Alabama

Betty Knoedler: The Written 
Word and Wheaton Legacy
Three days before Christmas 2013, Betty 

Burtness Knoedler ’50 left her family and 

friends for heaven. The Wheaton College 

family has lost a prayer warrior and loving 

friend. Betty’s influence on the College 

and Wheaton alumni spanned seven 

decades.!Her faithful friendship sweetened 

our service and enriched our lives.! 

A dozen or more years ago, I enlisted 

Bud and Betty Knoedler’s help with a time-

honored tradition of the Alumni Association: 

that of sending handwritten expressions of 

sympathy to alumni who lost loved ones—

spouses, children, parents, and siblings. 

They graciously took on this responsibility, 

and over the years have personally inscribed 

several thousand cards to fellow alumni, 

praying over each bereaved person and 

family as they did so. 

Countless numbers of people were 

strengthened and encouraged by Betty 

Knoedler’s handwritten notes. Through her 

picture window in her Northwoods home 

near HoneyRock, Betty captured images 

of the setting sun over Cranberry Lake with 

her camera, every image different, and all 

proclaiming the glory of the Creator. Her 

the globe reinforced Wheaton College’s 

commitment to international endeavors, and 

highlighted the impact graduates have had.

Thank you, Georgia, for a magazine of 

visual beauty and compelling content.

Carol Savage  

Plueddemann ’66, M.A. ’85

West Chicago, Illinois

In her 23 years as editor of Wheaton 

magazine,!Georgia!demonstrated!great 

abilities for a task such as this. She had keen 

insights into the changes in society as well as 

in Wheaton College during those years.!Her 

understanding of student life and of the 

mission of Wheaton College was remarkable.

!Her appreciation of good art led to 

creative layouts that always spoke well of the 

College.! Her articles of general interest were 

on target.! Her fundraising was low key and 

sensitive.! She never lost sight of Wheaton’s 

vision of worldwide outreach. Her articles 

of interest on the overseas activities of 

students, alumni, and faculty were well done.! 

At my age I find myself reading with interest 

the “In Memory” columns in finding news of 

my friends and contemporaries.

Thank you, Georgia, for a great job.!We 

will miss you.

Dave Howard ’49

Fort Myers, Florida 

Finding Love in Africa
Eternal Love Winning Africa (ELWA) was 

where God showed me how his message is 

the same no matter whether broadcast from 

the WETN studios or the jungles of Africa. 

After spending the summer of 1983 on the 

coast of Liberia as an assistant engineer,  

I was able to see how the gospel changed 

lives. I met a man who fled to the safety 

of ELWA (he had accepted Christ through 

the radio ministry) because his parents 

had chased him out of his hometown with 

machetes. This young man spent every 

Betty Burtness Knoedler ’50
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and emails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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C A M P U S  N E W S

The first semester-long “Wheaton In” 
study-abroad program took nine students 
this spring to the bustling colonial city of 
Querétaro, Mexico, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Wheaton in Mexico is a 
hybrid residential program that offers the 
challenge of immersion with academic 
and cultural support from on-site resident 
director Tim Klingler ’93, assistant professor 
of Spanish. 

Prior to participating in the program, 
students completed an orientation course 
on intercultural competencies to prepare 
them to navigate the unfamiliar. In 

Mexico, they attend classes in language, 
literature, art, history, and U.S.-Mexico 
relations, taught in Spanish by Mexican 
professors at a local university. They also 
commit to speaking only Spanish. Each 
student lives with a host family for the 
entire semester.

The program balances immersion 
experiences and classroom study with 
academic excursions to learn more about 
the historical, cultural, and environmental 
diversity of Mexico. A course taught 
by Klingler helps students delve into 
Mexican culture, manage the challenges 

of living in an unfamiliar environment, 
and reflect on their experiences and 
learning in light of their faith.

Dean of Global and Experiential 
Learning Dr. Laura Montgomery says 
that remaining in one location for an 
entire semester gives students more 
time to develop a sense of place, build 
stronger language skills, deepen cultural 
learning, and become more integrated 
into the local community and a Christian 
congregation.

Upon their return to campus, students 
may enroll in a course that addresses 
issues of re-entry and helps them continue 
building on their acquired skills and 
knowledge.

Wheaton in Mexico

Slices of student 
life in Mexico

(clockwise from  
top left) Kelly 
Katherine  Howe '16, 
Patrick Dunn '16; 

Patrick Dunn '16, 
Julia Griffin '15, 
instructor Macías 
Patty, Kelly  
Katherine Howe '16; 

Dr. Timothy  
Klingler '93, Leah 
Niemeyer '16, 
Karly Bothman '17, 
Angelina Omodt-
López '15, Julia 
Griffin '15, Patrick 
Dunn '16, Kelly 
Katherine Howe '16  
with the Klingler 
children Melía (10), 
Elena (10), and  
Lucas (7); 

Karly Bothman '17 
with host mom María 
Ester Esquivel

P H O T O S :  T I M  A N D  L E S L I E  K L I N G L E R

Betty Burtness Knoedler ’50
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Less than two months before the 
strongest and deadliest Philippine typhoon 
on record made landfall,Wheaton’s  
Humanitarian Disaster Institute (HDI) 
led a Solidarity in Disaster Management 
Conference in the Philippines in 
partnership with the Philippine Council 
of Evangelical Churches (PCEC), Micah 
Network, Integral Alliance, and World 
Evangelical Alliance. 

With about 160 church leaders from 16 
different countries throughout Southeast 
Asia in attendance, conference presenters, 
including HDI Co-Director Dr. David 
Boan, HDI Faculty Fellow Dr. George 
Kalantzis, and Hazel Rosete Psy.D. ’17, 
encouraged solidarity between local 
churches, Christian non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), and parachurch 
ministries in preparing for and responding 
to disasters. The conference concluded 
with all members endorsing a written 
commitment to pursue greater solidarity 
among Christian ministries by networking 
and sharing resources.

“As a result of the conference, pastors 
and NGOs have reported they are better 
equipped to respond to the immediate 
needs of the disaster,” says Dr. Jamie 
Aten, HDI’s founder and co-director. 
“Conference participants have also stated 
they are thankful for the new relationships 
formed at the conference that allowed 
them to work together more effectively in 
responding to the disaster.”

 The conference was part of a larger 
HDI project, funded by the Maclellan 
Foundation, that aimed to equip local 
churches for disaster-related ministries and 
to test tools for improving coordination 
during a disaster. The project launched just 
before Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) hit the 
Philippines, and it adapted accordingly.

“HDI, working with the PCEC and 
other PCEC supporters, changed the 
project approach and began focusing on 
supporting the disaster relief effort, while 
simultaneously building in strategies that 
would continue after the relief effort,” 
says Dr. Boan. “This meant focusing in 
three areas: data collection and sharing 

“Many Filipino pastors who attended this 5-day consultation 
have been directly impacted by Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda), 
the Bohol/Cebu ear thquake, and the ongoing Zamboanga 
Musl im rebel s ituation. The disaster management training 
they received before these recent events has been 
invaluable.” —Mark McLeod, chaplain/adviser, World 
Evangel ical Al l iance Youth Commission

“The disaster management conference weeks before the 
disaster hit was a gif t of t imely grace to the church’s 
response to the Super Typhoon.” —Peter Howard, director of 
emergency response, Food for the Hungry

“A local network of churches working in disaster was born 
during this conference . . . The Haiyan/Yolanda disaster 
response is a def ining moment in the local church’s history, 
and future responses can be shaped by this one.”  
—JoAnn de Belen, country director in Indonesia, World Rel ief

Dr. Arthur F. Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52

New Scholarships Boost Merit Aid

HDI Equips Churches to Respond to Typhoon

(l to r) HDI 

Faculty Fellow 

Dr. George 

Kalantzis,  

Hazel Rosete 

Psy.D. '17, and 

HDI Co-Director 

Dr. David Boan

Church leaders from 16 dif ferent 

countries gathered at the 

Solidarity in Disaster Management 

Conference in the Philippines.

about resources and needs, emotional and 
spiritual care of survivors, and care of 
relief workers.”

A matching grant from the Maclellan 
Foundation has enabled HDI to continue 
assisting churches affected by Haiyan. 
HDI returned to the Philippines in 
February to provide ongoing training and 
to pilot new technology tools to increase 
coordination efforts between local 
churches and Christian NGOs responding 
to the disaster.  

Register for HDI’s 2nd Annual Disaster 
Leadership Workshop taking place at 
Wheaton College, June 10-12, 2014, at 
wheaton.edu/hdi.
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Perry Mastodon Turns 50
Approximately 400 guests from the surrounding community helped Wheaton celebrate Perry 
Mastodon’s 50th birthday at a “Stones and Bones” party on October 26, 2013. Perry Mastodon was 
excavated by Wheaton College geology majors in 1963, and took more than 11 years to restore. 
Displayed on Wheaton’s campus since 1974, Perry currently resides in the Meyer Science Center.

Billy Graham’s Sermon 
Manuscripts Available Online: 
wheaton.edu/grahamsermons

The typed sermon manuscripts of Rev. Billy 
Graham ’43, LITT.D. ’56, annotated with the 
evangelist’s handwritten notes, can now be 
accessed via the Billy Graham Center Archives 
website by clergy, laypeople, scholars, and 
the public worldwide. Spanning 1941 to 2006, 
the manuscripts are scanned copies of the 
originals loaned to the Billy Graham Center 
Archives by Rev. Graham and the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association.

Dr. Arthur F. Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52

Charles Blanchard, 
Wheaton’s longest-serving 
president (1882-1925)

Three new scholarships will become 
available for all qualifi ed incoming freshmen 
in fall 2014. Two are merit-based—the 
Charles Blanchard President’s Award and the 
Arthur Holmes Award—and the third is the 
Yellow Ribbon Program for recipients of the 
Post-9/11 GI Veterans Education Benefi t. 
With the availability of the new merit 
scholarships, the percentage of incoming 
freshmen who receive a merit award will 
increase from 25 to 40 percent.

The Charles Blanchard President’s 
Award, named for Wheaton’s longest-
serving president, will be offered to 
freshmen with at least a 3.7 unweighted 
high school GPA and minimum ACT 
composite score of 32 or SAT score 
of 1400. The scholarship is $20,000 
total—$5,000 per year, renewable with at 
least a 3.0 GPA at Wheaton.

The Arthur Holmes Award, named 

for the noted Christian philosopher 
and distinguished Wheaton professor, 
provides a second tier of merit awards 
for incoming freshmen with at least a 3.6 
unweighted GPA and a minimum ACT 
score of 30 or SAT score of 1330. This 
scholarship is $10,000 total—$2,500 
per year, renewable with a 3.0 GPA at 
Wheaton.

The Yellow Ribbon Program is a 
need-based aid opportunity that makes 
additional funds available for Post-9/11 
GI Veterans Education Benefi t recipients. 
According to this agreement, Wheaton 
and the Veterans Administration will 
each cover half of the tuition and fee 
expenses that exceed the tuition and fee 
amounts received under the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill. Enrollment in the Yellow Ribbon 
program began in March.

New Scholarships Boost Merit Aid
about resources and needs, emotional and 
spiritual care of survivors, and care of 
relief workers.”

A matching grant from the Maclellan 
Foundation has enabled HDI to continue 
assisting churches affected by Haiyan. 
HDI returned to the Philippines in 
February to provide ongoing training and 
to pilot new technology tools to increase 
coordination efforts between local 
churches and Christian NGOs responding 
to the disaster.  

Register for HDI’s 2nd Annual Disaster 
Leadership Workshop taking place at 
Wheaton College, June 10-12, 2014, at 
wheaton.edu/hdi.
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Wheaton Hosts Conference 
on Christian Unity
Wheaton hosted Inhabit: Building 
Christian Unity, a conference exploring 
racial and ethnic inclusivity in the body 
of Christ, on October 25–26, 2013. The 
conference featured an opening chapel 
message by Sam Rodriguez, senior pastor 
of New Season Christian Worship Center, 
and a keynote address by Bryan Loritts, 
pastor of Fellowship Memphis. 

“The conference was an exciting 
opportunity for students and faculty to 
speak openly with one another about 
their experiences, with the goal of 
reaching a deeper level of understanding 
about the complex issues that create 
social distinctions, and together to learn 
about godly justice that fosters a vision 
for racial unity in the body of Christ,” 
says Dr. Steve Ivester ’93, M.A. ’03, dean 
for student engagement.

Efforts to prioritize unity and 
understanding at Wheaton have led to 
visible changes on campus (see “That 
They May Be One,” page 26). Dr. 
Ivester expects these developments, 
along with events like the Inhabit
conference, to lead to lasting outcomes. 
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Professors Receive Fifth National 
Science Foundation Grant

Professor of Analytical Chemistry Dr. Daniel 
Burden and Guest Associate Professor of Biology Dr. Lisa 
Keranen-Burden received a 3-year, $300,000 grant from the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) to characterize protein 
nanopores with modified caps. This is the fifth NSF grant 
the Burdens have been awarded since 2006. Two of their 
past awards were received in conjunction with science faculty 
Dr. Peter Walhout, Dr. Jenny Busch, and Dr. Brian Hunt.

The grant supports the couple’s scientific and 
pedagogical goals: to explore the behavior of a particular 
class of cell-membrane protein after large chemical 
alterations are made to its molecular structure (with 
potential applications for ultra-rapid DNA sequencing, 
new chemical sensors, and medicine), and to provide 
cutting-edge undergraduate research opportunities 
for Wheaton students at the intersection of chemical 
synthesis, analysis, and computer simulation.

“We have been working with this class of proteins for 
some time; however, this particular avenue of research is 
new, not only to our laboratories at Wheaton, but also to 
the field,” Dr. Daniel Burden says. “We will be creating 
and characterizing novel nanopores that will help inform 
the field about broader nanopore-design principles.” 

Over three years, the Burdens will work with five 
students per year on the projects outlined in the NSF 
grant, and another five students per year on related but 
non-NSF-funded research. They will share the new 
molecules with scientific collaborators at the National 
Institutes of Standards and Technology in Gaithersburg, 
Md., and at Virginia Commonwealth University. They 
will also publish their results in scientific literature and 
journals, and will present their findings at conferences.

S T U D E N T  N E W S 

Matthew McMillan ’14 Wins 
Marshall Scholarship 
Mathematics and physics double 
major Matthew McMillan ’14 is the 
first Wheaton student to receive the 
prestigious Marshall Scholarship, a gift 
created by the British Parliament that 
funds two years of graduate studies in the 
United Kingdom. Beginning in fall 2014, 
Matthew will spend a year at Cambridge 
studying toward the MASt in mathematics 
and theoretical physics in Part III of the 
Mathematical Tripos. His second year will 
be spent at Oxford, studying towards the 
MSt in Philosophy of Physics.

According to Matthew’s academic 
adviser, Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Dr. Stephen Lovett, 
Matthew has done practically 
everything there is to do at Wheaton 
in the math and physics departments—
and beyond. His research in plasma 
physics with Associate Professor of 
Physics Dr. Darren Craig led to fusion 
research at Princeton University. He’s 
studied measure theory and quantum 
logic in Budapest, analyzed symplectic 
embedding problems at UC Berkeley, 
and presented his research on magnetic 
reconnection in plasmas at national 
meetings of the American Physical 
Society. Matthew has also written a 
number of academic papers, including 
one co-authored with Dr. Lovett and 
Cole Adams ’13 through Wheaton’s 
Faculty-Student Mentoring Initiative.
“The work on his senior thesis 

reaches into topics that are well into 
graduate-level mathematics and cutting-
edge research,” Dr. Lovett says. “His 
exceptional abilities, his dogged 
pursuit of knowledge, his already 
excellent curriculum vitae, and now the 
wonderful opportunity of studying at 
Cambridge and Oxford through  
the Marshall Scholarship indicate that 
he has the potential to become a world-
class mathematician or mathematical 
physicist.”

Matthew McMillan ’14
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Faculty Receive  
Promotions and/or Tenure

Promotion from Assistant 
Professor to Associate Professor

Dr. Darcie Delzell ’98   
Mathematics & Computer Science

Dr. Becky Eggimann ’00  
Chemistry

Dr. Sarah Hall   
Psychology

Dr. Larycia Hawkins   
Politics & International Relations

Dr. Matthew Lundin   
History

Dr. Adam Miglio ’01   
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Shawn Okpebholo  
Conservatory of Music

Promotion from Associate 
Professor to Professor

Dr. Brian Howell   
Sociology & Anthropology

Dr. Nicholas Perrin   
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. David Setran ’92   
Christian Formation & Ministry

Dr. Daniel Sommerville  
Conservatory of Music

Tenure

Dr. Becky Eggimann ’00  
Chemistry

Dr. Larycia Hawkins   
Politics & International Relations

Dr. Grant Henley   
Foreign Languages

Dr. Henry H. Kim   
Sociology & Anthropology

Dr. R. Tracy McKenzie  
History

Dr. Miho Nonaka   
English

Dr. Shawn Okpebholo  
Conservatory of Music

Mr. Joonhee Park   
Art and Communication

Emeritus

Dr. Norman Ewert   
Business & Economics

Dr. Phyllis Mitchell   
Foreign Languages

F A C U L T Y  N E W S

Dr. Michael Wilder, dean 
of the Conservatory, Arts, 
and Communication, was 
elected associate chair 
of the Commission on 
Accreditation within the 
National Association of 
Schools of Music (NASM), 
the national organization 
under which Wheaton 
College is accredited in 
music. According to Provost 
Dr. Stan Jones, NASM 
is the most important 
of the collegiate music 
organizations. “All of 
Wheaton College benefits 
from this remarkable vote 
of confidence in Dr. Wilder’s 
work,” Dr. Jones says.  
Dr. Wilder has served as a 
representative and visiting 
evaluator with the NASM 
for many years, and has 
now accepted a three-year 
term as associate chair of 
the NASM Commission and 
a member of the NASM 
Executive Committee. 

Dr. Matthew Milliner ’98, 
assistant professor of art 
history, was appointed by  
U. S. Senator Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY) to the 
Senate Curatorial Advisory 
Board for the 113th Congress. 
Through January 2015, Dr. 
Mill iner will help counsel the 
U.S. Senate Commission on 
Art on the preservation of 
the Capitol archives, art, and 
architecture. “I got to know 
the early history of American 
architecture intimately  
during the nine years  
I was in Princeton,” says 
Dr. Mill iner, who earned his 
M.A. and Ph.D. in art history 
at Princeton University. 

“Its campus is a veritable 
textbook of American 
architecture, all of which, of 
course, is reflected in the 
Capitol as well.”

Award Recognizes Outstanding 
First-Year Students
David Robinson ’15 and Kalei  

Hosaka ’16 received Student Government’s 
Outstanding First-Year Student Award for 2012 
and 2013, respectively. Introduced in 2012, the 
award was designed to prepare first-year students 
for the rigorous application process of highly  
competitive scholarships and fellowships. 

Applicants must receive nominations from 
a peer and a professor, coach, or staff member, 
and all applications require submission of a 
resume and 1,000-word personal statement, 
modeled after the essay portion of competitive 
scholarships such as the Rhodes Scholarship. 
Three finalists are interviewed by the dean for 
student engagement and four faculty members 
who each advise one of the competitive 
scholarship application processes at the College. 
All three finalists receive a financial gift, 
and the panel selects the winner based on 
academic accomplishment, community service, 
leadership, athletics, and personal goals. 

A philosophy and French double  
major, David was the first recipient of  
the award. He hopes to blend his interests 
in philosophy, French, and African politics 
through a career in either business or law. The 
2013 award went to Kalei, an anthropology 
major with a pre-med focus, who plans to 
pursue a career in international health care and 
medical anthropology. 

Kalei Hosaka ’16 and David Robinson ’15 
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The head coach of the Thunder 
volleyball program, Brittany Smith, arrived 
at Wheaton in April 2013,  following 
eight successful years at Taylor University, 
where she guided the Trojans’ volleyball 
program to victory in 72 percent of their 
matches. She earned 240 wins and only 
94 losses in her time at Taylor, leading the 
program to five league championships and 
three consecutive National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) 
Tournament appearances (2009-11). 

Family life, however, necessitated a 
change.
“My husband had been commuting 

from Naperville to Upland for about 
a year for his job, and just when we 
realized the situation was no longer 
working for our family, we got an email 
from Wheaton. It felt like the Lord was 
opening a door,” Brittany says.

Moving from Taylor to Wheaton did 
not change her primary focus. “I have 
always known that sports can empower 
young women. My calling is to empower 
these women—to help them see their 

God-given gifts and to use those gifts for 
His glory.” 

Brittany grew up in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., with her three sisters. The third 
of four girls, she became interested in 
volleyball when her older sister was cut 
from the team.
“My dad took her to our church gym, 

and they worked on her serve with the 
rest of us tagging along. We all started 
playing at that time,” she says. 

From that early experience, Brittany 
went on to earn All-State honors as a 
middle hitter in high school. When it 
came time to select a college, she chose 
Taylor because she knew she’d have the 
opportunity to remain a middle hitter. 
Making the most of that opportunity, 
Brittany was a four-year starter. She 
earned NAIA First Team All-American 
recognition in 1998, and was a Second 
Team NAIA All-American in 1999.  
She graduated from Taylor in 2000 with 
a degree in history, and won the  
1999-2000 Lady Trojan Award, given  
to the university’s most outstanding 
female athlete. 
“I am thankful for the opportunity  

I had to play at a Christian college,”  
she says. 

After her first season at Wheaton, she 
appreciates “the quality of Wheaton’s 
student athletes” as well as the College’s 
willingness to enable students “to do their 
best to the glory of God.”

Brittany guided the Thunder to a  
24-12 record in her first season, and 

Primed
Wheaton College women’s volleyball scores 
a veteran head coach.

by Brett Marhanka, Athletics Communication Director
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Head coach Brittany Smith
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T H U N D E R  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

8 

meet records 
set by the Wheaton 
men’s and women’s 
swim teams together 
at the 2014 CCIW 
Championships. 
Both teams repeated 
as conference 
champions.

11 

wins 
earned in dual 
matches by the 
Wheaton wrestling 
team in 2013-14.  
This number 
represents the most 
wins in a season  
for the Wheaton 
wrestling program 
since a 12-3-1 
campaign  
in 1967-68.

22 

rebounds 
snagged by  
Maris Hovee ’14 in a 
66-62 victory against  
UW-Whitewater  
on Nov. 30, 2013.  
This number set 
a new Wheaton 
women’s basketball 
record for rebounds  
in a single game.

17 

three-pointers 
scored by the 
Wheaton men’s 
basketball team in  
a 103-66 victory  
at North Park on  
Feb. 12, 2014.  
This ties the school 
record for three-
pointers in a game.

God-given gifts and to use those gifts for 
His glory.” 

Brittany grew up in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., with her three sisters. The third 
of four girls, she became interested in 
volleyball when her older sister was cut 
from the team.
“My dad took her to our church gym, 

and they worked on her serve with the 
rest of us tagging along. We all started 
playing at that time,” she says. 

From that early experience, Brittany 
went on to earn All-State honors as a 
middle hitter in high school. When it 
came time to select a college, she chose 
Taylor because she knew she’d have the 
opportunity to remain a middle hitter. 
Making the most of that opportunity, 
Brittany was a four-year starter. She 
earned NAIA First Team All-American 
recognition in 1998, and was a Second 
Team NAIA All-American in 1999.  
She graduated from Taylor in 2000 with 
a degree in history, and won the  
1999-2000 Lady Trojan Award, given  
to the university’s most outstanding 
female athlete. 
“I am thankful for the opportunity  

I had to play at a Christian college,”  
she says. 

After her first season at Wheaton, she 
appreciates “the quality of Wheaton’s 
student athletes” as well as the College’s 
willingness to enable students “to do their 
best to the glory of God.”

Brittany guided the Thunder to a  
24-12 record in her first season, and 

Thunder Recap

Football posted an 8-2 season in 2013 as 
Brandon Dykstra ’14, Jackson Edwards ’14, Brett 
Anderson ’14, and Spencer Clark ’15 earned All-
Region recognition. Eight Thunder football players 
earned All-CCIW honors as Nolan Randall ’14, Adam 
Dansdill ’14, Jordan Higgins ’14, and Jared Todd ’16 
joined Clark, Dykstra, Edwards, and Anderson on the  
All-Conference team. 

Women’s Soccer won its 16th CCIW 
Championship, posting a 20-2-2 record. The Thunder 
advanced to the Sectional Championship round of the 
NCAA Division III Tournament. Veterans Leah DeMoss 
’14 and Alexa Sharkey ’14 each earned All-American 
recognition for their strong seasons. DeMoss scored 
10 goals with a team-high of 11 assists, and Sharkey 
keyed Wheaton’s defense, adding two goals and an 
assist. DeMoss was honored by the league coaches 
as the CCIW Player of the Year, and head coach  
Pete Felske ’86 was recognized as the CCIW Coach 
of the Year.

Men’s Soccer won the CCIW Championship 
and the CCIW Tournament for the second 
consecutive year. Finishing with a 17-4-2 record, the 
Thunder advanced to the second round of the NCAA 
Division III Tournament. Marshall Hollingsworth ’16 
earned All-American recognition, scoring five goals 
with four assists. Head coach Mike Giuliano was 
named CCIW Coach of the Year. Brothers Jordan 
’14 and Stephen Golz ’16 were named to the 2013 
Capital One Academic All-America Team for Division III 
for their efforts on the field and in the classroom. 

Women’s Volleyball recorded a 24-12 
record under first-year head coach Brittany Smith. 
The 24 victories were the most wins for the program 
since the 2007 season. Maddie McGinnis ’15 was 
named as an honorable mention All-American, 
Wheaton’s first volleyball All-American since 2007.

Women’s Tennis won its ninth consecutive 
CCIW Championship as Sarah Ray ’14 and Julie 
Buursma ’16 each earned First Team All-CCIW honors 
while Emily Jones ’17 was named Second Team  
All-Conference. 

Women’s Golf finished third at the 2013  
CCIW Championships. Sarah Moore ’14 and Gretchen 
Ganther ’15 each earned All-Conference honors. 
Moore shot a season-best 82.7 strokes per  
round average.

Women’s Cross Country finished third at  
the 2013 CCIW Championships. Emma Gilbertson ’15 
won Wheaton’s first individual CCIW Championship 
since 2008 with a meet-best time of 22:00 on the  
6K course. Gilbertson was second at the NCAA 
Division III Midwest Regional, earning a spot at the 
2013 Division III Cross Country Championships,  
where she finished 13th on the 6K course to earn 
Wheaton’s first All-American accolade in women’s 
cross country since 2007. 

Men’s Cross Country took second at the  
2013 CCIW Championships with James Waterman ’14 
and Brett Haffner ’15 earning All-CCIW recognition. 
Waterman represented Wheaton at the NCAA 
Division III Championships in Hanover, Indiana, for  
the third consecutive season. He finished 95th in the 
275-man field.

For more on the Thunder, visit  
athletics.wheaton.edu 

Maddie McGinnis ’15 earned an 
All-American honorable mention—
Wheaton’s first volleyball All-American 
since 2007. 

When asked about her goals for the 
program, Brittany says, “We want to win 
a national championship.” In order to get 
there, she plans to focus on recruitment 
and intentional training—physical, 
mental, and spiritual. 
“Wheaton has an amazing legacy of 

mentorship and discipleship, and we want 
to build on that legacy,” she says. 

By teaching her players to put others 
first, Brittany says the entire team benefits. 
“I want my players focused on how they 

can make their teammates better. It’s 
about serving one another. If this is our 
team focus, we’ll be excellent in a way 
that others will notice.”

Marshall Holl ingsworth '16
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During the first semester of  
2013-14, eight Wheaton programs 
earned national rankings, putting 
Wheaton in the top one percent of the 
more than 420 institutions that  
compete at the NCAA Division III level.
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@ambrown02WHEATON  view

Wheatonism  #24:  One  of  your  profs  begins  to  tear  up  as  he  
says,  “If  anything  I  have  taught  you  has  been  of  Christ,  hold  
on  to  it.  If  anything  I  have  taught  has  not  been  of  Christ,    
I  pray  that  God  would  cast  it  away  from  you.  At  the  end  of  the  
day,  I  hope  you  saw  Christ,  not  me,  in  this  class.”  Needless  
to  say,  there  was  a  rush  of  applause  at  the  end  of  that  day,  
for  we  did  see  Christ  in  that  room,  every  day  we  were  in  it.  

However,  it  was  not  merely  the  level  
of  respect  for  God’s  Word  and  honest  
search  for  its  understanding  which  won  
our  hearts  and  ears,  but  also  the  care  
for  the  lives  of  each  and  every  one  
of  his  100+  students,  shown  partly  
by  the  fact  that  he  knew  ALL  of  our  
names.  #mywheaton  #doctorj  #bith

@mattadams23

Jamaican  Crew!  #mywheaton  
@jonazan7

Morgan  Alexandria  Jacob

Enrolled in Wheaton as undergrad 1971, 
grad student 2011– 40 years apart. Will have 
my MA in Biblical Studies in 2014 at age 61! 
#mywheaton

@maggierowe
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These grand processionals never 
get old. BEFORE THE MARVEL, 
the 2013 @WheatonCollege 
#ChristmasFestival #mywheaton 

Good  morning  @wheatoncollegeil  !  
#MyWheaton

                                                           What’s   life   like   at  Wheaton   today?  
For  an   inside   look,  drop   in  online  at  wheaton.edu/mywheaton.  Launched   in  October  2013,  
#MyWheaton  is  a  blog  written  primarily  by  students,  and  it’s  also  a  hashtag  that  students,  
alumni,  faculty,  and  staff  are  using  on  social  media  channels  to  share  their  experiences  with  
the  Wheaton  community  worldwide.  

Maybe  you’re  composing  an  Instagram  post  about  a  reunion  with  Wheaton  friends  or  tweeting  
about  your  visit  to  campus  with  your  son  or  daughter,  now  a  prospective  student.  Whether  
you’re   involved  with   research  projects,  mission  work,   or   other   endeavors   that   tie   back   to  
your  time  at  Wheaton,  consider  writing  #MyWheaton  at  the  end  of  your  Facebook,  Twitter,  or  
Instagram  post  to  allow  the  Wheaton  family  to  experience  your  adventures  with  you.

Here's  a  glimpse  into  the  current  conversation.  Feel  free  to  jump  right  in!

#MyWheaton*

*A  hashtag  is  a  word  or  phrase  preceded  by  a  pound  sign  (#)  used  to  identify  messages  

including  Facebook,  Twitter,  and  Instagram.
( )@ericrubio



Thankful  for  God’s  
providence  and  kindness  
in  leading  me  here.  
#wheatoncollege  
#mywheaton  #autumn  

@nthnpettit  

Facebook
!"#$%&&'(#&)/*+$",&-#&..$/$(0.

Twi!er
,*0,,$1(#&)/*+$",&-#&..$/$

Instagram
0-2,"/1")(#&)/*+$",&-#&..$/$0.

LinkedIn
.0-'$30-(#&)/$34/*+$",&--#&..$/$

SHARE!
your Wheaton memories, 
reunions, and connections on 
social media: #MyWheaton

Access all of our social media sites online: 
*+$",&-($34/2&#0".

Nothing  like  a  good  ol’  DTR  in  
front  of  the  MSC    
#tbt  #wheatoncollege  #est1951  #archives

@wheatoncollegeil

@wheatoncollegeil

WHEATON .EDU /MAGAZ IN E

Letters  are  in  the  mail!    
We  are  excited  to  welcome  
#wheaton2018  #mywheaton
#wheatoncollege  #futurewheaties



For When We Wonder
Theological 
answers 
to life’s great 
questions

Excerpts by 
Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt, 

associate professor of theology and 
history of Christianity

Dr. Daniel J. Treier, 
Blanchard Professor of Theology

Dr. Timothy Larsen, ’89, M.A. ’90, 
Carolyn and Fred McManis Professor 

of Christian Thought

Dr. Beth Felker Jones, 
associate professor of theology

Dr. Vincent Bacote, 
associate professor of theology
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People have been asking many of the 
same questions for thousands of years. 

A number of these timeless questions are 
theological. Questions like: Why am I here? 
What happens when I die? How does God relate 
to my life and the world at large? 

For many, theologians included, the most 
diffi cult questions often relate to the existence 
of inexplicable evil and suffering. “It is 
the young child with leukemia, or natural 
catastrophes that may kill thousands,” says 
Dr. Gary Burge, professor of biblical and 
theological studies. “Many look at these things 
and wonder: Could God not intervene?”  

Spiritually intentional on the whole, 
Wheaton students ask a host of challenging 
questions every year, and Wheaton’s 
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Q
how God works through current events and why. Also, it 
seems to demote if not deny the work of the devil in the 
world. As the 19th-century French poet Charles Baudelaire 
would later write in his prose-poem The Generous Player,

“The cleverest ruse of the Devil is to persuade you he does not 
exist!” For this reason, in David Bentley Hart’s interpretation 
of the tsunami disaster of 2005 for First Things, he writes, 

“As for comfort, when we seek it, I can imagine none greater 
than the happy knowledge that when I see the death of a child 
I do not see the face of God, but the face of His enemy.” 
Indeed, the idea that God causes evil can be seen to confl ict 
with God’s goodness when Scripture defi nes the endgame of 
evil as “to steal and kill and destroy” ( John 10:10). In contrast, 

Beyond  identifying the fall as bringing evil into the 
world, Christians of the past and still today have affi rmed that 
God’s providence includes causing natural disasters or disease, and 
such events have been interpreted as God’s righteous judgment 
for sin. The characterization of God in Scripture as the just judge 
(Ps. 7:11) informs this outlook. For this reason, the most common 
response of the church historically to occurrences of moral and 
natural evil has been repentance and fasting. The New England 
earthquake of 1727, for example, led to religious revival that 
precipitated the fi rst publicized “awakening” prior to the Great 
Awakening that began with Jonathan Edwards.

However, this interpretation presumes to understand exactly 

biblical and theological studies faculty see 
these questions as opportunities to foster growth 
and Christian development.   

“Theology is a dialogue, a conversation. Our 
intention is to stir people to think theologically,” 
says Dr. David Lauber ’89, associate professor of 
theology, who notes it’s through asking questions 
and arriving at answers that some students begin 
to own their faith. 

For everyone who longs for answers, these next 
pages provide an opportunity to look over 
the shoulders of Wheaton’s theologians, and to 
read their perspectives on the answers to a 
few common questions—answers they’ve arrived 
at after studying God’s Word and centuries of 
Christian thought.  

Are evil and suffering punishment for sin?    
&A: Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt, associate professor of theology and history of Christianity

Q
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Jeremiah 29:11 promises, “‘For surely I know the plans I have 
for you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope.’” In other ways, Scripture 
challenges a simplistic equation of suffering with sin. John 9, for 
example, recounts the story of Jesus and the blind man from 
birth. According to the text, “His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him’” 
( John 9:2-3). The focus here is not on punishment at all, but on 
God’s miraculous plan to bring sight to the blind.

In April 1912, Swiss theologian and pastor Karl Barth tempered 
a simplistic interpretation of punishment in his sermon by 
addressing the sinking of the Titanic. More than 1,500 lives were 
lost from that tragedy, and Barth sought to counter conclusions 
that this event proved the sinfulness of pursuing technological 
advancement. He rejected the idea that the sinking of the Titanic

was an essential and inevitable part of God’s plan, and he 
pointed out numerous ways in which events could 
have had a different outcome if, for example, there had been 
just as much concern for human safety as for generating 
revenue. This outlook resonates theologically with Barth’s 
affi rmation that God’s sovereign will and humanity’s actions 
are both at work in events. Thus, he recognized the sinful 
human decisions that led to the catastrophe as well as human 
acts of goodness that responded. For Barth, God’s power 
and goodness were present in those who were self-sacrifi cing, 
such as the musicians who played to calm the panic and the 
men who allowed women and children to board life boats in 
their stead.

He writes, “In the attitude and conduct of those ordinary 
sailors during the most severe hour of testing, we see once 
again a sign of the new heaven and new earth for which we 
are waiting.” 

QHow can the church point to Jesus’ love 
when we’re such a sinful mess?   
&A: Dr. Daniel J. Treier, Blanchard Professor of Theology

Yes, there are clergy abuse scandals, declining and divided 
denominations, and worship wars. At college we used to get up 
from the lunch table with the line, “Let’s make like a Baptist 
church and split.” (You should feel free to replace “Baptist” with 
your own kind of church.)

Theologians talk about the church too much with ideal concepts, 
so we need more confession of personal and corporate sin along 
with less triumphalism. In different ways the Catholic and 
Orthodox traditions remind us, though, that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail: God has promised to build the church and will 
not let her comprehensively fail. 

From a Protestant perspective, this doesn’t provide guarantees 
for any particular institutional arrangement, but it also doesn’t 
authorize us to abandon a church at the fi rst sign of trouble. 
The church, like its members, is simultaneously justifi ed and 
still sinful. If the church weren’t sinful, it would be empty: 

Don’t join the perfect one or you’ll ruin it.

Evangelical Protestants, at our worst, quickly fl ee sinful 
institutions and start new ones. We hope they will be as pure as 
the primitive church of the apostles, yet we are soon disappointed, 
time after time. However, at our best, we can be agents of 
renewal within otherwise complacent forms of church life. House 
church and new monastic movements today highlight aspects of 
what the church should strive to be, refl ecting the small, close-
knit congregations in the New Testament. 

Like any charismatic communities, though, to survive over 
time and to connect across space they must institutionalize 
somewhat—just like the early church did as it started to move 
toward more “catholic” forms. After all, the New Testament 
itself portrays churches that are far from perfect. No matter how 
charismatic or institutional, a Christian congregation points 
to the love of Christ by being forgiven, not perfect.
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Well, we rot. Then, we wait in joyous anticipation of the 
general resurrection. 

Death is the separation of the soul from the body. In death, a human 
being, intended by God to be a whole creature, is split in two. Body 
and soul are torn apart. Christians agree about what happens to 
bodies at that point. They are subject to decay. We bury the body or 
cremate it, and maybe we try not to think about it too much.

Christians are not in complete agreement about the condition  
of the soul at this point. If I die tomorrow, and Jesus returns ten years 
later, raising all his people to resurrected life, what is my condition 
for the ten years between my death and the great day of resurrection? 
This is the question of the “intermediate state.” The majority 
Christian opinion is that the soul exists in a conscious intermediate 
state, enjoying God’s presence while waiting to be reunited  
with the body in resurrection. This interpretation of Scripture makes 
sense of our common belief that those we love, who die in  
Christ, are in his presence. It also makes sense of key biblical 
evidence, most importantly the moment where Jesus tells the thief  
on the cross that “today” he will be with Jesus in paradise  
(Luke 23:43). Since neither Jesus nor the thief are resurrected on 
Good Friday, and since both of their bodies are definitely dead on 
that day, it makes sense to imagine “paradise” as a conscious life  
of the soul.

A minority Christian opinion, sometimes called “soul sleep,” is that 
the soul, like the body, is bound by death, and that it will only return 
to life and consciousness at the general resurrection. This position, 
held by important thinkers including Martin Luther, makes sense of 
scriptural talk about the dead as “sleepers” (e.g., 1 Thess. 4:13).  
It also makes sense of the horror of death and the importance of our 
bodies. Notice that people who hold both positions agree that  
our ultimate hope is not for whatever happens on the day of death 
but for the general resurrection, when all humanity will share in the 
resurrection of Christ.

The most important answer to the question of what will happen 
after we die, then, is that we will be resurrected like Christ. Soul 
and body will be reunited. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul talks about the 
resurrection of the body using the metaphor of a seed and the plant 
that will grow from it. When we die, our bodies are like seeds. At 
the resurrection, we will sprout, grow, and be transformed into the 
likeness of Christ. 

An evangelical is: 
a Protestant orthodox Christian

who stands in the tradition of the global 
Christian networks arising from the 
eighteenth-century revival movements 
associated with John Wesley and George 
Whitefield

who has a preeminent place in her or his 
Christian life for the Bible as the divinely 
inspired, final authority in matters of faith 
and practice

who stresses reconciliation with God 
through the atoning work of Jesus Christ 
on the cross

and who stresses the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of an individual to bring 
about conversion and an ongoing life 
of fellowship with God and service to 
God and others, including the duty of 
all believers to participate in the task of 
proclaiming the gospel to all people.

Q

Q 
What is an 
evangelical?   
&A: 

Dr. Timothy Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90, Carolyn and 
Fred McManis Professor of Christian Thought

 
What happens when  
we die?  
&A: Dr. Beth Felker Jones, associate professor of theology

* 
* 

* 

*

* 
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What happens when 
we die?  
&A: Dr. Beth Felker Jones, associate professor of theology

This is a potentially vexing question for many Christians because life 
decisions such as marriage (is there “the one” God has for me?) or career 
(am I heading to God’s chosen profession for me?) have much gravity and 
heavily determine a large part of life. One way to begin addressing this 
issue is by thinking about the way we view divine sovereignty and human 
freedom. While Christians have spilled considerable ink sorting out this 
issue, the important point here is that God’s Word tells us that he has plans 
for his people (see Eph. 1:11 and 2:10) while also telling us that we should 
be people of discernment (Proverbs repeatedly urges us to seek wisdom and 
make life decisions accordingly). There is a plan and there is responsibility, 
and God does not tell us to disregard either emphasis. There is a tension 
that we must endure, but it is easier to manage if we remember that one of 
the reasons God reminds us of his sovereignty is so that we will worship 
him and be comforted by the fact that he is in charge of history. Human 
responsibility we can regard as an opportunity to grow in our knowledge 
of God and in our discernment. 

But how do we live in this tension and pursue God’s will? We can fi rst give 
attention to the dimensions of God’s will that are common to all of his people. 
In Philippians 2:12-13, Paul urges us to work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling, an exhortation which follows an encouragement to become like 
Christ, especially in the way we interact with others (as humble servants). 
God is explicit throughout Scripture that his people should be like him in 
their character. The pursuit of this aspect of God’s will should always be a top 
priority. Yet this is not all we should think about when considering God’s will; 
we do need to seek God when we face decisions about relationships, career, 
fi nancial management, and many other personal details. Prayer and the counsel 
of others are very important as we take steps forward with our life details. 
We are commanded to come to God with our requests and to seek guidance 
( James 1:5), and we are also encouraged to participate in the community (the 
church visible and invisible, local and spread out). Those who know us well are 
used by God to help us see ourselves more truthfully and pursue our path of 
life with greater faithfulness (Prov. 15:22).

We also need to keep in mind that we worship a God of generosity and 
grace. While there is a sense in which we can say God has a specifi c 
will for us, that level of specifi city often goes wanting, and we need to 
make decisions based on our understanding of Scripture, the input of 
our community, and personal discernment. We only have one life, so we 
should make our decisions carefully, but we need not be terrorized by 
the specter of “missing God’s will” if we seem to have a path that wavers 
a bit. Remember that God is for us and will work things out for our 
good (Rom. 8:28).

Adapted from 
Theology Questions 
Everyone Asks, edited 
by Gary M. Burge 
and David Lauber. 
Copyright © 2014 
by Gary M. Burge 
and David Lauber. 
Used by permission of 
InterVarsity Press, 
P.O. Box 1400, 
Downers Grove, IL 
60515, USA. 
www.ivpress.com.

Q
from top:
Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt, 
Dr. Daniel J. Treier, 
Dr. Timothy Larsen, 
Dr. Beth Felker Jones, 
Dr. Vincent Bacote 
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by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

5 Tips
From 6 Entrepreneurs 
Under 30

Meet students  
and young alumni bold 
enough to turn their 
ideas into businesses, 
and read tips for  
those with innovations  
all their own.

Andrew Follett ‘06 (center) , founder of Demo Duck, 

and his staff recently returned from a team-building 

trip in Buenos Aires.
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Liz Ormesher Salcedo ‘07 (right) ,  

founded Everpurse along with her 

husband, Dan Salcedo ‘08.
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took home the $2,000 Genesis Grant prize, and plan to put the funds 
toward a marketing strategy for their company, Williston Optics, LLC. 
With optical frames currently in production, they hope to begin fulfilling 
orders and selling their prescription eyewear in June.

Moriah and Eliana began dreaming of starting a business last summer. 
Within three weeks, they had registered their company as an LLC. 

“We’re both ambitious, and we’re at that stage of life where we’re 
ready to learn and to put that learning into action,” says Moriah. Hannah 
soon joined them as a graphic and web designer.

“We’ve soaked up an incredible amount already about the start-
up world, about doing friendship while doing business, and about 
priorities,” says Eliana. “These lessons are such a treasure to learn when 
you’re 19, 20, or 21.” 

Like their student counterparts, the young entrepreneurs we caught 
up with are all self-motivated and share a willingness to take risks and 
work crazy hours. They are also as different as their majors, which range 
from sociology and math to communication and business/economics. 
Following are their stories, as well as words of advice for anyone with an 
idea that has reached its time. 

1.  Choose carefully.
“When you’re the boss and owner, you end up spending a lot of your 
time on work, so it’s important that it’s something you really care about,” 
says Andrew Follett ’06, founder of Demo Duck, a firm that creates 
explainer videos. 

Andrew recently returned from a team-building trip to Buenos 
Aires with his staff. They were visiting some of their creative talent 
and celebrating the accomplishment of a fiscal goal. He got the itch to 
start his own company after working at a small firm where he had the 
opportunity to learn the many facets of running a business. When his 
first company, Concept Feedback, wasn’t achieving success, he decided to 
pursue his sideline work of creating videos—and since that time Demo 
Duck’s client list has grown to include such household names as Lowe’s, 
Vonage, and Panasonic. 

He also recommends hiring slowly (taking the time to find good 
people), and starting young. 

“Things can get more complicated once you have a family and bills,” 
he says. He and his wife, Hannah Tan Follett ’06, who works at 
Lawndale Christian Health Center, now have a six-month-old son, 
Caleb. In the three years since he founded the company, Andrew has 
hired four full-time staff (including Lindsay Johnson ’13), and watched 
the competition grow from just a few other companies to close to 100. 

A business and economics major, he says, “Wheaton definitely has 
a big impact on what I’m doing today. It was the liberal arts nature of 
the school that prepared me—learning how to collaborate with others, 
communicate well, be responsible, get things done well and on time.” 

Guided by his faith in making daily decisions, Andrew is interested in 
learning more about the connections between faith and the workplace.

Liz Ormesher Salcedo ’07 was a social worker with a problem— 
her smartphone kept dying.  
So she and her husband, Dan Salcedo ’08, came up with a solution—
Everpurse, a purse that doubles as a smartphone charger. They  
launched their company in August 2011, and began shipping purses  
in July 2013. 

On Katie Couric’s talk show last September, Liz presented Everpurse 
to the cast of Shark Tank, a reality show that gives entrepreneurs the 
opportunity to sell investors on their product or service. Thanks in  
part to this national exposure, Everpurse sold out of product over the 
Christmas holiday. Now with seven employees, the pair is dreaming 
up more solutions to make life easier by adding a “smart” component 
to popular brands of fashion accessories.

Liz and Dan represent just two of a number of students and young 
alumni who are in the process of building their own businesses. In 
fact, entrepreneurial activity is on the rise at Wheaton, fueled in part 
by a campus-wide contest with a $2,000 prize and the added bonus of 
business mentoring advice from a local businessman, Tim Johnson ’97. 

Hosted by Student Government, this contest—Wheaton’s first 
“Shark Tank” competition—took place in December. Six student 
groups presented their business model to a panel of judges. 

“Shark Tank was a huge success,” says Cannon Allen ’15, president 
of Wheaton’s investment club. “There is a growing population  
at Wheaton that really wants to find new opportunities to create.” 

One of the judges, Dr. Annette Tomal, associate professor of 
business and economics, came away impressed with each of the  
groups that competed. She says, “We felt that each group was using 
their own God-given talents to provide some good or service  
of value to their customer demographic.” 

Eliana Schulze ’16, Moriah Gonzalez ’16, and Hannah Kellner ’16 

Andrew Follett ‘06 (center) , founder of Demo Duck, 

and his staff recently returned from a team-building 

trip in Buenos Aires.

Student entrepreneurs Moriah  

Gonzalez ‘16, Eliana Schultze ‘16, and 

Hannah Kellner ‘16 (below, l to r) own 

Williston Optics, LLC. 
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Right, the staff at Everpurse 

includes (l to r) Dan ‘08 and Liz 

Ormesher Salcedo ‘07, Jesse 

Pinho ‘13, and Melissa Pierce.

Stephen Powell ’08, co-founder of GUSTIN. 

good gifts—including ideas—come from the Lord.

3.   Sometimes it pays to embrace the unexpected. 
Peter Sidebotham ’07, co-founder of Studio IDM and Software IDM, 
met his business partner during freshman orientation at Wheaton.  

“He was on campus to post a part-time job opening,” says Peter, who 
took the part-time job and inadvertently landed a career.

Initially interested in pursuing aerospace engineering, Peter changed 
his major to computer science and began taking full advantage of  
the generous office hours offered by professors Dr. John Hayward,  
Dr. Cary Gray, and Dr. Thomas VanDrunen. 
“A lot of computer science majors get their start in middle school, so  

I had a lot of catching up to do,” he says. 
Though his partner had planned to take the business in another 

direction, a consulting contract from Mars Wrigley led them to what 
is now their specialty—tools for connecting human resources systems 
to network directors. 

Currently transitioning their primary work from consulting to 
software, Peter says he and his boss (turned business partner in 2007) 
recently launched two promising Identity Management Software 
products at the Identity Summit in Seattle. 

Instead of seeking venture capital, they chose the slow and steady 
approach to building a business, taking on consulting work to pay 
the bills, while also taking time to “figure out the market” for their 
software. Now with two products they believe are good market fits, 
they are excited at the prospects for their growing software business. 

Peter and his wife, Annie Zagorski Sidebotham ’12, have also just 
begun another new venture, with the birth of daughter Clara in January.

2.  Put your trust in the Lord.
“I definitely want to try another venture,” says Steve Dziedzic ’06, 
founder of Hoppit, a search engine known as the “Pandora for 
restaurants.” Hoppit was acquired by the XO Group, Inc. (formerly The 
Knot), where Steve now works as a product executive.

A communication major who started out with a pre-med focus,  
Steve caught the bug for building start-ups even though his first 
experience was a bit of a roller coaster. Looking back, however, he feels 
each step of the way was “divinely orchestrated by the Lord.” 

A few years after Wheaton, Steve went to work for a Fortune 500 
company where, as part of their corporate strategy division, he helped 
create an incubator that launched eight start-ups, giving him plenty of 
exposure to the process.

At 26, he had the idea for Hoppit and collaborated with five Wheaton 
students and alumni, Jonathan Coleman ’06, Trevor Kaihoi ’07, Tanner 
Gesek ’13, Jeremy Browning ’13, and Hanna Cho ’13. 

He says, “Wheaton is a place that fosters innovation.” 
After launching a prototype in July 2011, Steve and his team realized 

they needed more funding, so Steve flew to San Francisco to try to sell 
the idea to investors. After about 50 unsuccessful pitches, he got on his 
return flight, completely dejected, and proceeded to sell the idea to an 
investor who happened to be seated next to him on the plane. With 
funding in place, he launched the new product in April 2012. By the 
time the mobile app reached 100,000 users, they had a multi-million 
dollar acquisition offer. 

Steve now works in New York, and with plans to marry, won’t take 
on another start-up for a while. 
“It’s difficult to start a marriage and a company at the same time,” he says. 
He takes no credit for this first success, as he firmly believes  
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4. Think outside the box.
A math major and captain of Wheaton’s crew team his senior year, 
Stephen Powell ’08 says, “The 4 a.m. wake-ups, constant sleeplessness, 
and hard work of crew prepared me for the insanity of launching a 
company.” 

Stephen is the co-founder of GUSTIN, a maker of premium 
menswear in San Francisco. While working at a technology start-up, 
Stephen took an interest in his friend’s fashion brand. 
“I loved the product, but hated the traditional business model,” he 

says. In an attempt to create relationships directly with customers, and 
to reduce the cost to the consumer, they decided to try a new model—
crowdsourcing—that lets the customer decide what gets produced. 
Instead of selling to stores or boutiques, they sell their products 
directly to the consumers, who place their orders knowing they will 
be charged only if the item reaches a certain number of orders. 

Since GUSTIN is an eCommerce company, they can quantify 
every interaction. Perhaps it is this ability to respond to the needs of 
customers that has helped the company become one of the fastest-
growing fashion companies. 

Like most entrepreneurs, Stephen says the most difficult part came 
in quitting his full-time work, though he did so in 2012 with support 
from his wife, Stephanie Blogg Powell ’09. 

Over fall break this year, Stephen met with a group of Wheaton 
students who had lined up meetings with a number of corporate 
Wheaton graduates in the area. 

“I think it was interesting for them to meet someone who had taken 
a different route,” he says. 

His advice for these students? “Don’t wait. Launch something, and 
see where it goes.”

5. Seek feedback and advice from experts in the industry.
A third-generation entrepreneur, Liz Salcedo says her father, David Ormesher, 
founder of Closerlook, Inc., a market-research firm in Chicago, has been 
a great source of connections and advice in launching Everpurse. Before 
starting the firm, Liz was a social worker, serving primarily women and 
children. A sociology major at Wheaton, she sees “empowering women” as 
the thread that ties her old career of social work with this new venture. 

Dan got interested in starting his own business in high school. Prior to 
Everpurse, he started Mobcart, an online collaborative-shopping site in 
Silicon Valley. Born in Colombia, he says his exposure to “two worlds, two 
languages, and two different ways of life” has made him more intentional 
about putting the gifts he’s been given to good use. 
“I want to know that my life reflects who I am as a Christ-follower,” Dan 

says.
Both he and Liz feel strongly about building a company that reflects their 

values and affects others positively. With an office in China, both take pride 
in knowing that within a short period of time they’ve built a reputation 
among suppliers, vendors, and employees as “the kind company.”  

good gifts—including ideas—come from the Lord.

3.   Sometimes it pays to embrace the unexpected. 
Peter Sidebotham ’07, co-founder of Studio IDM and Software IDM, 
met his business partner during freshman orientation at Wheaton.  

“He was on campus to post a part-time job opening,” says Peter, who 
took the part-time job and inadvertently landed a career.

Initially interested in pursuing aerospace engineering, Peter changed 
his major to computer science and began taking full advantage of  
the generous office hours offered by professors Dr. John Hayward,  
Dr. Cary Gray, and Dr. Thomas VanDrunen. 
“A lot of computer science majors get their start in middle school, so  

I had a lot of catching up to do,” he says. 
Though his partner had planned to take the business in another 

direction, a consulting contract from Mars Wrigley led them to what 
is now their specialty—tools for connecting human resources systems 
to network directors. 

Currently transitioning their primary work from consulting to 
software, Peter says he and his boss (turned business partner in 2007) 
recently launched two promising Identity Management Software 
products at the Identity Summit in Seattle. 

Instead of seeking venture capital, they chose the slow and steady 
approach to building a business, taking on consulting work to pay 
the bills, while also taking time to “figure out the market” for their 
software. Now with two products they believe are good market fits, 
they are excited at the prospects for their growing software business. 

Peter and his wife, Annie Zagorski Sidebotham ’12, have also just 
begun another new venture, with the birth of daughter Clara in January.

Peter Sidebotham ‘07 (right) , 

co-founder of Studio IDM and 

Software IDM

Steve Dziedzic ‘06 (below) ,  

founder of Hoppit
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of homemade lasagna.  It was spring break, and Dr. Langan, an avid 
men’s basketball enthusiast, made note of the fact that the team’s 
spring training coincided with a closed dining hall. So Dr. Langan 
invited the team and its coaches—about 25 in all—to her home for 
dinner.  The shared meal became an annual event, and Dr. Langan 
continued to support men’s basketball by attending games, praying, 
and advocating for the team with students and fellow faculty.

About three years ago, the Intercollegiate Athletics Committee 
began laying the groundwork for the program, which formally began 
this year. 

“It’s been a delight to see professors connecting with student 
athletes,” says Julie Schmela Davis ’91, director of athletics.  “It’s 
exciting to see new relationships form and existing ones going deeper.  
It’s our intention for this to be a very organic endeavor and just one 
more part of the collective team effort.  After all—we’re all pulling in 
the same direction in this work of Christian formation.”  

Dr. Elisha Eveleigh, assistant professor of psychology, partnered  
with the women’s tennis team.  She attended matches, served 
alongside the women during a team outreach to Feed My Starving 
Children, and met individually with team members over dinner.  She 
also spoke at a team chapel about her college conversion experience, 
and the consistency of God’s guidance—whether felt or not.

While investing in the team, Dr. Eveleigh gained more than she 
anticipated. She watched Coach Jane Nelson assign weekly Bible 
studies and encourage the academic success of her players in balance 

  hen soccer midfielder Josh Clark ’14 broke his ankle  
recently, it was a real blow. Not only were there just a handful of 
games left to play during his last college season, but he also aspires 
to continue playing after graduation on a professional or semi-
professional level.  

Looking back, he’s deeply grateful for the support of Dr. Emily 
Langan ’94, associate professor of communication, and men’s soccer’s 
newly assigned faculty partner.

“Dr. Langan was one of the only people who called me after I got 
injured, and she checked in with me on a weekly basis to let me know 
she was praying for me.”

As a team captain, Josh has also encouraged his teammates to take 
advantage of Dr. Langan’s advice in choosing and scheduling classes 
and other matters related to balancing athletic and academic life. 

“It’s the kind of input I wish I would have had early on in my 
college career,” he says.  

Last fall, Wheaton’s Intercollegiate Athletics Committee launched 
the Faculty Athletics Partnership Program—an effort that formalizes 
and expands on existing collaborative relationships between faculty 
and Wheaton’s 463 varsity student athletes.

The program pairs all of Wheaton’s 21 varsity sports teams with one 
to four faculty partners, depending on the size of the team.  Faculty 
partners support teams in myriad ways, with the goal of reinforcing 
ties between student athletes’ athletic and academic pursuits.

Seeds of the program were planted five years ago over seven pans 

teaming up
by Dawn Kotapish ’92

w
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Intercollegiate Athletic Committee.
“I would not have made it through my senior football season 

without Dr. Lauber’s friendship,” says outside linebacker Luke Johnson 
’14. “Whenever I was struggling with the balance of classes and 
practice, Dr. Lauber was always willing to meet for lunch. Humble 
and discerning, he knew when I needed deeper answers and when  
I needed someone to simply stand next to me and say, ‘Yes, I’ve been 
there, that’s rough.’”

For fullback Dom Barrale ’14, one of the biggest blessings 
of spending time with faculty partner Dr. Lauber has been the 
opportunity to connect with a professor in a relaxed context. 

“Getting to know Dr. Lauber has helped me appreciate that my 
professors are regular people just like me with whom I can have real 
conversations,” says Dom.  

These experiences and more represent just the sort of outcomes  
Dr. Langan, the program’s co-developer, hoped for these partnerships.

“Before we as faculty can speak into students’ lives, we must have 
relationships with them,” she says.  “My hope and prayer is that, as we 
continue to build upon this season, my student athletes will know  
that I care about them in and out of the classroom.”

As for the faculty partners, she says, “I hope we model for all 
students (not just athletes) what it means to lean into one’s  
passions, to use one’s talents to support others, and to respond to the 
opportunities that God gives, no matter how unplanned  
or unconventional.”

with their athletic development.  “Jane is a great example of a godly 
woman. I have been blessed by her friendship and this opportunity to 
learn from her,” she says.

Forging dynamic, mutually beneficial relationships has also been 
a hallmark of the experience for Drs. Dan and Lisa Burden, who 
partnered with the women’s volleyball team. Lisa, guest associate 
professor of chemistry and biology, and her husband, Dan, professor of 
chemistry, made supporting the team a family endeavor. They hosted a 
post-training kick-off party for the women, and a team dinner before 
Thanksgiving.  They also regularly brought their children to help 
cheer at games. Their daughter Hannah, a high school softball player 
interested in a career in athletic training, has benefited right alongside 
members of the team.

Volleyball players like Samantha Hedlund ’16 value the family’s 
support and encouragement, as well as the opportunity to learn outside 
the classroom.  “Because of my relationship with the Burdens, I  
will be more likely to try to get to know my professors in the future,” 
she says.

Applied health science major Kelli Manning ’16 adds, “My 
friendship with Drs. Dan and Lisa Burden has boosted my confidence 
and created a more comfortable environment within the science 
department.” 

Wheaton football team members expressed similar appreciation 
for faculty partner David Lauber ’89, associate professor of theology.  
An alumnus of Wheaton football, David serves as chair of the 

teaming up
A new program aims to strengthen 
relationships between faculty members and 
student athletes, promoting balance  
between academic and athletic pursuits. 

le! to right:

Wheaton rises to  
victory over Carthage 
College in February.

Dr. David Lauber ’89  
and Dr. Emily Langan ’94  
gather with members  
of the men’s soccer team.

Dr. Emily Langan  
cheers on the men’s 
basketball team  
in their victory over 
Carthage College. 

Dr. Daniel Burden  
joins a Wheaton 
volleyball huddle.

WHEATON .EDU /MAGAZ IN EWHEATON .EDU /ALUMN I  W H E A T O N   25

141833_14-32.indd   25 3/20/14   12:41 AM



by Allison J. Althoff ’11 

When Shalom Parker ’15 took the stage in Edman Chapel to give her testimony  
at the Rhythm and Praise Chapel service this February, memories from the same service 
two years ago were vivid.

During the student-organized service in 2012, Shalom and other students of  
color performed music, dance, art, and monologue, offering expressions of worship from 
their own cultural contexts. While watching, others in attendance posted racist and racially 
insensitive comments about the students’ physical appearances, artistic presentations, and 
expressions of worship on Twitter using the hashtag #chapeltweets— a way to comment 
and converse digitally, in real-time.
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THAT THEY MAY BE ONE

“Racial 
reconciliation is 
an ongoing work 
of the Holy Spirit 
that requires 
patience, sacrifice, 
and persistence. 
So we continue 
to work hard to 
make Wheaton 
feel like home for 
students of every 
ethnicity.”

—Philip G. Ryken ’88,
President
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 “When I got to chapel that day, I was so excited for worship,” Shalom says. “I 
experienced the presence of God in ways I normally didn’t in chapel. But then 
‘chapel tweets’ happened. Ignorant and racial messages were written, directed at 
me and my friends.”

Following the chapel service, Shalom drew near to her sister, Karis Parker ’12, 
and other Asian, African-American, and Latino students who felt personally 
attacked. She went to her sister’s apartment, and heard friends tell her they no 
longer felt safe in chapel because they were told their form of worship wasn’t 
legitimate. Elsewhere on campus, she felt isolated and alone.

“No one said a word to me about it from my floor, in Anderson Commons, or in  
my classes,” Shalom says. “I remember walking down the hallway time and time 
again with tears in my eyes, with no one asking me if I was okay. I wanted someone 
who wasn’t involved in the chapel service to care about the pain my community 
was facing.”

 In the days, weeks, and months that followed the incident, students were  
invited to respond and try to make sense of things through open sharing, 
confession, campus-wide seminars, and conversations with administration.  
These efforts augmented the College’s pre-existing efforts and longstanding 
commitment to ethnic diversity and racial reconciliation—an ongoing 
conversation during President Emeritus Duane Litfin’s tenure that has continued 
under President Philip G. Ryken’s leadership (see “Wheaton’s Christ-Centered 
Diversity Initiatives” at right).

Administrative changes are imperative to making Wheaton a healthy place  
for students of all racial and ethnic backgrounds, but the true test of change lies  
in the lives of students. In spring 2012, a group of nearly 100 students joined 
President Ryken in the rotunda of Blanchard Hall for a time of prayer while 
they presented him with a petition titled The Diversity Initiative: A Petition for 
Institutional Change. 

The petition called for intentionally diversifying worship experiences, a clear 
plan for intercultural education, better communication for a framework of 
racial and cultural diversity, increased support for the Office of Multicultural 
Development, and prioritizing the desire for greater diversity through enrollment 
and recruitment efforts, among other things. 

Erik Most ’13, who posted some of the #chapeltweets, was on his way to  
Dr. Ryken’s office to seek forgiveness for his actions when he accidentally found 
himself in the center of the petition gathering.

“In my efforts of repentance and reconciliation, I walked into the epicenter  
of the people who weren’t too fond of me at that particular time,” Erik says.  

“I had the option to turn around, put my head down and run, but I figured there 
was no better avenue to repent because these were people most passionate  
about the hurt I’d inflicted. I wanted to offer repentance and hopefully work 
toward reconciliation.”

Erik says he’ll never forget the embraces and forgiveness extended to him  
by Maurice Henderson ’13, Julian Henderson ’14, and President Ryken. 

“I was a perpetrator out of ignorance and lack of racial awareness,” Erik says. “It 
was an incredibly painful and emotional experience for me. But I realized it’s only 
when our identities and public image are completely shattered that we’re truly able 
to experience the delight of the Father. In the moment I feared judgment, and 
knew I deserved to be cast out, I was embraced and loved.” 

Wheaton’s Christ-Centered  
Diversity Initiatives 
In addition to the existence of the 
College’s Diversity Council and Visiting 
Minority Scholar program, Wheaton has 
taken a number of strides forward with 
initiatives to build unity and deepen ethnic 
diversity. Following are some recent 
changes:

 Relocated the Office of Multicultural 
Development to the Beamer Center, at 
the center of student life. 

 Offered the first five Nieves 
Scholarships, which provide full tuition 
for Latino students.

 Opened Shalom House, a residence 
program for students from diverse ethnic 
backgrounds to work toward unity and 
racial understanding, in fall 2013. 

 Hired an additional Spanish-speaking 
admissions counselor, and launched a 
series of webpages for wheaton.edu in 
Spanish.

 Funded a new Racial Diversity Grant 
that encourages student groups to host 
events or invite speakers who bring 
unique perspectives on diversity. 

 Hosted Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, president  
of The National Hispanic Christian 
Leadership Conference, for an on-campus 
session on the Hispanic evangelical 
church and its connection to Christian 
higher education.

 Organized Inhabit: Building Christian 
Unity, a conference attended by more  
than 300 Wheaton students that included  
keynotes and workshops by distinguished 
Christian leaders to explore racial and 
ethnic inclusivity in the body of Christ. 
The vision for the conference came from 
John 17, Jesus’ prayer for all believers: 
“that all of them may be one…”

Shalom Parker ’15
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top to bottom: Students gather in the Office of 
Multicultural Development in Lower Beamer Center 
to study and socialize. Pictured above: Carol Torres 
’17, Malaysia Mitchell ’17, Iliana Rivera ’17, Christina 
Calderon ’17, and Ariana Kim ’17.

More than 300 community members attended  
the Shalom Community’s Christmas party featuring 
music, community art, and holiday decor.

The 2013–14 Shalom Community: Row 1 (l to r): John 
Fort ’14, Deborah Kim ’14. Row 2: Ellyn Miller ’15, Anna 
Relph ’15. Row 3: Chloe Cucinotta ’15, Joy Pettigrew 
’15, Allie Willig ’15, Jona Park ’15. Row 4: Darrah 
Dickerson ’15, Alex Dooley ’15, Jennifer Fu ’15. Row 5: 
Joel Brown ’15, Julian Henderson ’14, Taylor Dalton ’14, 
Daniel Gill ’15.  

Cultivating Shalom in Community
Evidence of the transformation happening in students’ hearts  
can be found in The Shalom Community, a housing option 
for up to 16 students. Born out of a partnership between 
Residence Life and the Office of Multicultural Development 
in fall 2013, the two Shalom Houses (one for men and one 
for women) are intentional living and learning communities 
focused on racial reconciliation. 

“I chose to live here because the conversation of diversity and 
race is not one that’s natural, even for a minority,” Jennifer Fu 
’15 says. “People consciously or unconsciously avoid it, so it’s a 
really cool experience to be in a comfortable place where I can 

talk about things that are uncomfortable. I love that.”
Residents of the two Shalom Houses are involved with various campus organiza-

tions ranging from Global Urban Perspectives to Gospel Choir to Arena Theater. 
They have the opportunity to attend class together, share weekly meals, and plan 
and implement campus-wide events—including a Christmas party attended by more 
than 300 students and community members.

“Being a resident of Shalom House opens up opportunities for conversation 
all over campus,” Anna Relph ’15 says. “Both acquaintances and friends ask me 
questions like, ‘Oh, you live in Shalom House—can I ask you a question about 
race?’ I also lead a Bible study where my group can dialogue and ask questions in a 
safe space.”

Fellow students have told Julian Henderson ’14, a music education major and 
resident of Shalom House, on more than one occasion, “You’re a white black 
dude.” Because of comments like these, he has become involved in conversations 
about racial stereotyping and ignorance during his four years at Wheaton, and 
is passionate about ministering to minority students and urban youth who feel 
misunderstood or frustrated.

“There’s so much danger in boxing people in and approaching the conversations 
about race from assumptions that you already have,” Julian says. “I chose to live in 
Shalom House to help promote the idea of racial conversation on campus, and to 
hopefully help keep it going in the future.”

Chloe Cucinotta ’15, an anthropology and interdisciplinary studies major with 
art and theater emphases, has grown sensitive to the frustrations many minority 
students at Wheaton have felt. 
“After the chapel tweets incident, I saw the effect of someone’s background being 

misrepresented, and a part of them abused and made light of,” Chloe says. “I chose to 
live in the Shalom House because I wanted to be part of the conversation about race. 
Our house is a place where safe conversations can happen.”

With an administrative priority of deepening ethnic diversity, the pursuit of unity 
and embracing ethnic diversity has continued, and the past three years have seen 
more tangible engagement from the entire community. 

“The whole conversation about diversity has expanded to permeate campus rather 
than being only in the OMD or a sociology classroom,” says Rodney Sisco ’84, 
director of the Office of Multicultural Development (OMD). “That spring was really  
the perfect storm of events and circumstances to create some pivotal moments.”
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Cultivating Shalom in Community
Evidence of the transformation happening in students’ hearts  
can be found in The Shalom Community, a housing option 
for up to 16 students. Born out of a partnership between 
Residence Life and the Office of Multicultural Development 
in fall 2013, the two Shalom Houses (one for men and one 
for women) are intentional living and learning communities 
focused on racial reconciliation. 

“I chose to live here because the conversation of diversity and 
race is not one that’s natural, even for a minority,” Jennifer Fu 
’15 says. “People consciously or unconsciously avoid it, so it’s a 
really cool experience to be in a comfortable place where I can 

talk about things that are uncomfortable. I love that.”
Residents of the two Shalom Houses are involved with various campus organiza-

tions ranging from Global Urban Perspectives to Gospel Choir to Arena Theater. 
They have the opportunity to attend class together, share weekly meals, and plan 
and implement campus-wide events—including a Christmas party attended by more 
than 300 students and community members.

“Being a resident of Shalom House opens up opportunities for conversation 
all over campus,” Anna Relph ’15 says. “Both acquaintances and friends ask me 
questions like, ‘Oh, you live in Shalom House—can I ask you a question about 
race?’ I also lead a Bible study where my group can dialogue and ask questions in a 
safe space.”

Fellow students have told Julian Henderson ’14, a music education major and 
resident of Shalom House, on more than one occasion, “You’re a white black 
dude.” Because of comments like these, he has become involved in conversations 
about racial stereotyping and ignorance during his four years at Wheaton, and 
is passionate about ministering to minority students and urban youth who feel 
misunderstood or frustrated.

“There’s so much danger in boxing people in and approaching the conversations 
about race from assumptions that you already have,” Julian says. “I chose to live in 
Shalom House to help promote the idea of racial conversation on campus, and to 
hopefully help keep it going in the future.”

Chloe Cucinotta ’15, an anthropology and interdisciplinary studies major with 
art and theater emphases, has grown sensitive to the frustrations many minority 
students at Wheaton have felt. 
“After the chapel tweets incident, I saw the effect of someone’s background being 

misrepresented, and a part of them abused and made light of,” Chloe says. “I chose to 
live in the Shalom House because I wanted to be part of the conversation about race. 
Our house is a place where safe conversations can happen.”

With an administrative priority of deepening ethnic diversity, the pursuit of unity 
and embracing ethnic diversity has continued, and the past three years have seen 
more tangible engagement from the entire community. 

“The whole conversation about diversity has expanded to permeate campus rather 
than being only in the OMD or a sociology classroom,” says Rodney Sisco ’84, 
director of the Office of Multicultural Development (OMD). “That spring was really  
the perfect storm of events and circumstances to create some pivotal moments.”

Building Reconciliation:  
Practical Pointers  
Recognizing that Christ’s redemptive 
work calls us to “radically pour 
ourselves out for others,” Associate 
Professor of Politics and International 
Relations Dr. Larycia Hawkins named 
several practical ways we may all 
begin the “difficult work of being 
reconciled to one another”:  

 Make a fool of yourself for Christ’s 
sake. Admit your ignorance when it 
comes to issues of race and ethnicity.

 Engage in responsible 
remembrance of history. This 
requires acknowledging egregious 
acts, often committed in  
the name of God. It also requires 
seeking knowledge.

 Take cultural risks. This requires 
abdicating image management. 

 Acknowledge your privilege. Class 
privilege results from education at 
an elite liberal arts institution like 
Wheaton.

 Believe people. Listening to 
stories is not enough. Stories of 
oppression are often invalidated. 
We all have interpretive lenses. The 
black church community embodies 
a communal frame that allows for 
an understanding of structural and 
systemic injustice. So believe people 
when they say there is such a thing 
as structural sin. 

Moving Forward
The numbers, certainly, tell a piece of Wheaton’s story. Five of the eight 
faculty members earning tenure this year—and five of seven new faculty 
hires confirmed in February 2014—are faculty members of color. In a 
similar vein, when Sisco started as the director of the OMD in 1988, 
Wheaton had 132 students of color enrolled; in fall 2014, there were 481—
comprising just shy of 20 percent of the campus community. 

“Far from being satisfied with how far we have come, we need to 
renew our long-term effort to increase the ethnic and cultural diversity 
of Wheaton College,” President Ryken says. “The reason for this is not 
political, but biblical: insofar as possible, we seek to reflect the full diversity 
of the people of God as a visible expression of our unity in Christ and an 
effective means of preparation to advance the gospel worldwide.”

The College’s Diversity Council, active since 1996, is a group of selected 
staff, faculty, and administrators who make recommendations to increase 
diversity and conduct open conversations with the President about racial issues. 
The Visiting Minority Scholar program has been in place for 15 years, and  
has also helped the College better represent the cultural diversity of the body 
of Christ. 

During Dr. Stan Jones’ 17-year tenure as provost, Wheaton has gone  
from having six minority faculty members to 23 today. This is due to 
strategic intentionality and strong networking in professional organizations.
“When we’re recruiting faculty that are top professionals in their field, and 

fit the evangelical community that Wheaton is, when you add to that that 
you are looking for faculty of color, we often run into issues of timing and 
availability,” Dr. Jones says. “Through the Visiting Minority Scholar program, 
we can hire great people when they are available, and have a cushion of time 
to move them into positions as they become available.”

The Journey of Healing
Last year, Shalom Parker realized that carrying bitterness from the past 
would only hurt her more. So she applied to be a resident assistant, spent last 
summer working as a counselor at HoneyRock, and in her February chapel 
address, spoke about learning to forgive. 

“I was angry at a group I didn’t know—a nameless crowd,” Shalom says.  
“At HoneyRock, I became friends with people I never would have 
otherwise met and was challenged not just to be angry, but to do something 
with my passion.” 

As a result of her experiences, Shalom has been involved in helping create 
more training for residence life leaders to be able to better handle difficult 
conversations and encounters about racial diversity.

“Community isn’t about being in a place where you never get hurt, or 
never hurt someone else—community is living with people who you trust 
enough to open up and share your heart,” Shalom says. “It’s important to 
travel on this journey of healing with others.”
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Hampshire. It hosts a competitive theater program, and recently won 
league championships in soccer and basketball.

“New England is a challenging place to hold forth for the  
kingdom of Christ,” says Vicki. “It’s its own mindset: very agnostic 
and super intellectual. That’s partly why we are here and doing  
what we’re doing. We want to make sure there are faithful followers  
of Jesus here.”

BCA’s education model is suspiciously similar to Wheaton College—
by design.

“When I first had my kids, I knew I couldn’t wait 18 years for  
them to have the same transformative experience that I had at 
Wheaton: to have the life of faith and the life of the mind interact on 
a daily basis,” says Vicki, whose oldest child, MacKenzie Kennedy ’17, 
is now a Wheaton freshman. “But by God’s grace, that’s what we’ve 
achieved here.”

Loren adds, “I credit Wheaton with informing, growing, and 
inspiring my view of education. The current trend is to push students 
toward STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics), 
but we stand firm on a liberal arts education.”

They adapted Wheaton’s curriculum for the level of the high  

Bradford Christian Academy, Haverhill, Mass.
Vicki Colquitt Kennedy ’83 first noticed Loren Hilgenhurst Stevens 
’83 because Loren was transporting her goldfish, Moe, home to Boston 
for winter break in a Ziploc bag. The chance conversation between 
these two Wheaton freshmen led to a lifelong friendship.

Not only did Vicki and Loren become roommates, they both 
married Wheaton grads—Bob Kennedy ’82 and Mike Stevens ’82—
who also were roommates. They then moved to the same town in 
New England, and had their children around the same time.

One day shortly after their oldest children reached school age, Vicki 
and Loren were out exercising and discussing the need for a Christian 
school in their area. They started a prayer group, which grew and 
grew. They eventually hosted guest speakers who had founded a 
Christian school and encouraged the group to do likewise.

“We thought that was a crazy idea,” says Loren. But upon reflection, 
the group was “stunned that we had everything we needed,” she says.

Ten years ago, Bradford Christian Academy (BCA) opened its doors.
“We started with 43 brave families willing to sign on based on a 

PowerPoint,” says Loren. Today the school serves 170 students from 
30 communities in northeastern Massachusetts and southern New 

Visionaries in Christian Education

 

  
Find out what’s worked  
for them.

By Jeremy Weber ’05
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Jim Wilkes ’79 (back row, 
left) and Bill Seitz ’78 gather 
with Cornerstone students  
in downtown Chicago.
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history—and finish by writing their personal creed, a 20-page paper 
on what they believe and why. (Sound familiar?)

“We encourage students to ask the hard questions about faith and 
life,” says Vicki. “We know that as they grapple, year by year their 
faith is becoming their own. And our graduates are bucking the 
national trend and holding on to their faith in college.”

Cornerstone Academy, Chicago 
Out of the 30,000 freshmen that enter the doors of Chicago Public 
Schools each year, an estimated one-third will drop out before they 
graduate. Jim Wilkes ’79 has spent decades trying to address this 
problem—30 students at a time.

Though this may seem like only a drop in the bucket, Jim got the 
idea for Cornerstone’s model after working 10 years at Lake View 
Academy, a school founded by Anita Smith ’68 that offers a second 
chance to at-risk students who couldn’t complete their education 
because they didn’t fit in at large traditional schools.

“I liked the model and thought it was reproducible,” says Jim. He 
partnered with Bill Seitz ’78 and a third friend, then obtained rent-
free space from another Wheaton alumnus, Glen Kehrein ’73.

They launched Cornerstone Academy in 1994, not too many miles 
from Lake View Academy, which serves 20 to 40 students. With 
10,000 annual Chicago dropouts, Jim knew the need was tremendous. 

“Every one of us does this out of the conviction that Christ would 
do things like this,” says Jim. “We had in our backgrounds some talent 
for it, and this seemed like a good way to work out our faith with fear 
and trembling.”

Jim describes the model of Cornerstone, where he serves as principal, 
in three simple adjectives packed with meaning: a “small, private, 
Christian high school.”

Small: Cornerstone has only 30 students this spring. It takes no more 
than 40 students each year. “We function like an old-fashioned, one-
room schoolhouse,” says Jim. “And we are deliberately aiming for that.”

Private: Cornerstone aims to provide a Christian high school 
for those who typically can’t afford the experience. Even though 
70 percent of Cornerstone’s students are living at the poverty level, 
everybody pays some level of tuition. “There’s a buy-in, and that’s 
important,” says Jim. “The family creates a strong connection with the 
school because they are now paying tuition. We have their attention.”

Christian: Cornerstone requires students to take a semester’s worth 
of Bible class to graduate, and holds weekly Young Life activities. It 
also only hires Christian teachers to “convey Christian integrity and 
charity and hard work to students,” says Jim.

“[However] the strongest statement of our Christian faith was we 
wanted to do this by going to where there was the most need. There 
was some risk in doing this, but it always felt like something that 
people would support, and they do,” he says. 

This year, Cornerstone celebrated its 20th anniversary.

school, then used “backward design” to work those elements down 
into the middle and elementary schools.

For example, consider how BCA approaches Bible and theology. 
Freshmen take hermeneutics; sophomores take Old Testament survey 
and theology; and juniors take New Testament. Then seniors take 
Christian thought, apologetics, comparative religions, and church 

What’s Worked Well   
at Bradford

Pray, pray, and pray again. “Vicki and  
I often felt like we were walking through the 
Book of Acts,” says Loren. “We would pray,  
and unbelievable God-sightings would happen.”

For example, though BCA was busy preparing 
for its grand opening, it had no building.  
A school came on the market, but they didn’t 

stepped forward with checks for $40,000  
each and made the down payment.

Start with a small focus. “Have a clearly 

visionary, be bold. But have a narrow mission so 
you’re not trying to do everything.”

BCA began as just a high school because there 
was no such Christian school within an hour’s 
drive. BCA added more grades over time,  

Sell your vision—literally. “You’ve got  
to bring the very best fundraising practices. 
Tuition does not cover full cost,” says Loren. 
“Find brothers and sisters in Christ to support 
your mission, and have a sophisticated effort  
to create a community that cares about what 
you’re doing.”  

Visionaries in Christian Education

above: 
Bradford 
Academy 
co-founders 
Loren Stevens 
’83 and Vicki 
Kennedy ’83 
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best known by abolitionist William Wilberforce, as the school’s 
namesake.

Clapham School opened in 2006 in Wheaton with 22 students 
and 12 families. It has added one grade each year, now teaching 114 
students from pre-kindergarten through ninth grade. 

By Julie’s estimate, there are over 4,000 Christian schools across 
America. About 300 are classical schools, and only a dozen use the 
educational model she and Doug chose for Clapham: combining the 
classical model with 18th-century British educator Charlotte Mason’s 
philosophy of an atmosphere of “joyful discovery.”

Clapham teaches the classics—reading, writing, and arithmetic—and 
focuses on the thoughtful discussion of Western civilization across 
subjects. 
“Mason believed that ‘kids can do it,’” says Julie, Clapham’s director 

of instruction. “We expect a lot of our students, and they rise to the 
occasion. We’re calling them up to take in material and think through 
it, and this gets at the deep-seated joy of learning.”

With Clapham now in its eighth year, Julie says, “As I’ve seen our 
kids grow up, it makes me more passionate for the possibility of what 
this model can bring—students who are interested in life, who go to 
school to learn and contribute.”

Clapham School, Wheaton, Ill.
Michelangelo helped prompt Julie Soderberg Reynolds M.A. ’94, 
to found her own Christian school. Or rather, caused a debate over 
whether she should teach the famous Renaissance artist to her son’s 
public school kindergarten class.

Julie served as an “art mom” who came in weekly to talk about 
paintings. 

“The teachers wanted to teach about Michelangelo, and we were 
told, ‘If you can find a piece without religious connotations, we can 
bring it back into our rotation,’” she recalls. Everyone laughed, but it 
underscored a nagging concern. “Any sort of religion is sanitized  
out of the public schools. I wanted something that integrated the heart 
and the mind.”

Julie and her husband, Doug, spent a bit of time as newlyweds in 
England, where they were impressed with how knowledgeable the 
average person was about history and current events, thanks to the 
classical education system. When friends started their own classical 
Christian school in Princeton, it “put us over the edge,” she says.

Doug put his MBA to use, planning the business model. They chose 
the Clapham Sect, a group of 19th-century British social reformers 

What’s Worked Well   
at Clapham

Use consultants. While Julie is quick  
to mention how prayer has sustained the 
school, she also credits the use of advisers. 
“Right out of the box, we had something  
that felt more like a school than a startup 
because of the consultants we used.”

Hire beyond traditional teachers.  
“We’re not necessarily hiring traditional 
education majors,” says Julie. “We’ll train folks 
in our model, and it’s better. They’re  
not encumbered by what modern education  
should be, as much of modern education  
is not working well.”

Read the Bible together as a school. 

For Bible classes, Clapham students read 
through the Bible in a four-year cycle.  
Grades Pre-K through second graders have 

beyond read the ESV.

What’s Worked Well   
at Cornerstone

Stay small. It’s good for students, who get 
individual care in classes that average 10 students 
per teacher—and it’s good for the bottom line. 
“Small helps us stay alive,” says Jim. “High schools 
are expensive to run. If we tried a larger program, 
we would have a hard time fundraising for it.”

Hire older staff. “Some Christian schools 
make it work by hiring grads fresh out of  
college,” says Jim. “You get the enthusiasm, but 
you also get discipline challenges. A 23-year-old 
managing an 18-year-old is a tough row to hoe.” 
By contrast, Jim’s teachers were old enough 
to have already raised their own kids, making 
discipline less of an issue.

Give students work experience. 
Cornerstone requires all students to get a  
job and hold it for three months in order to 
graduate. “Most of our grads will need to work 
 and make money while in college,” says Jim. 

 
from my father. Many of these students don’t  
have that link.”

Julie Reynolds 
M.A. ’94 serves 
as director of 
instruction at 
Clapham, a 
classical Christian 
school.
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ALUMNI a word with
Kurt Tillman ’78 

President, Alumni Association  
Board of Directors

Follow us on Twitter 
TWITTER.COM/WHEATONALUMNI

Like us on Facebook 
FACEBOOK.COM/WHEATONALUMNI

Network with us on Linkedin 
WHEATON COLLEGE (IL) ALUMNI 

ALUMNI RELATIONS

Interim Vice President for  
Advancement and Alumni Relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Acting Director of Alumni  
and Parent Relations
Karen Kennedy Gehl ’89 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

President 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78 

President-Elect
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 

Past President
Christopher A. Jahns ’82 

Executive Director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor Emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni Trustee Representatives 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

Board of Directors Serving 
through 2014
Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75 
Erin Hoekstra ’04
Christopher Yuan M.A. ’07 

Board of Directors Serving through 2015
John Biedebach ’89 
Jessica Min Chang ’12
Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87 
Tiffany Staples ’06

Board of Directors Serving through 2016
Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91 
David McDowell ’68 
Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93 
Susannah Schwarcz ’00 
Hythem Shadid ’79 
Renae Schauer Smith ’91 
Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 

Board of Directors Serving through 2017
Judith Briscoe Golz ’83 

CONNECT 
WITH US 
ONLINE

I'VE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT WHEATON ALUMNI during my  
time on the Alumni Association Board of Directors. One lesson is that 
there is no such thing as a “typical” Wheaton alumnus or alumna. 
Wheaton alumni have had vastly different life experiences, and they  
hold diverse views on theology, politics, social issues, etc. They also  
vary in the degree of fondness with which they recall their days as students, and in their 
opinions on the current state of the College. 

A second lesson is that nearly all alumni have learned through experience that life is hard—
hard in ways that we didn’t fully comprehend or anticipate as undergrads. A Wheaton degree 
has not protected us from disappointment and pain in our vocation, marriage, singleness, 
parenting, church, relationships, or health. 

I pray that, like me, you have experienced God’s faithfulness in the storms of life (seriously,  
I regularly pray that for you). For me, God’s faithfulness is most often demonstrated thorough 
the love and encouragement offered by my brothers and sisters in Christ. 

That brings me to something else I’ve learned this year: the term alma mater actually means 
“nurturing mother.” I am not naïve enough to think that any educational institution, even one 
committed to Christ and His Kingdom, can meaningfully function as a nurturing mother. But I do 
believe there are ways in which Wheaton alumni, through our common alma mater, can share 
one another’s burdens as well as pray, teach, encourage, and celebrate with each other.

The Wheaton College Alumni Association is continually trying to discern how to better facilitate 
these connections, to the benefit of all alumni, to the glory of God. We pray it happens at  
class reunions and regional gatherings, through Wheaton magazine, Wheaton in Network, and 
even through the regular opportunities you’re given to support the College financially. We also 
pray that it happens with a spirit of humility and grace. On behalf of the Alumni Association, I 
invite you to engage the Wheaton community as much as you are able, and to offer suggestions 
as to how we might serve you better.
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THOUGH!SEPARATED!BY!"!YEARS!AND!"##!MILES$ 
Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Jim Hoyman, professor of 
military science, and LTC John Hoyman ’92, M.A. ’06 
remain close thanks to shared experiences and a 
fundamental goal: “Jim and I have a common vision 
of!mentoring and discipling a generation of!military 
leaders!who honor Jesus Christ,” says John. 

Growing up in a military family, the Hoyman brothers 
moved six times, and both remember running around 
West Point as children. The oldest of three, John  
says moving so frequently was difficult, but adds, “It 
also helped me to be outgoing and to make the most  
of every opportunity.” 

John went to Wheaton, where he joined student 
government, won the Parmalee Award as a football 
player in 1992, and, of course, participated in ROTC.  
After graduating, John worked at White Sulphur 
Springs, a camp and conference center of Officers’ 
Christian Fellowship (OCF) that equips officers  
to minister effectively in military society and offers 
restoration to military families returning from 
deployment. He moved back to Wheaton in 2003, and 
while serving as assistant professor of military science, 
earned a master’s degree in Christian Formation  
and Ministry. 

When his unit was called, John deployed to 
Afghanistan and Kuwait from 2012 to 2013. While in 
Kuwait, he served with a chaplain who spoke candidly 
with the soldiers about his struggles with sexual sin. 
The chaplain’s honesty had a huge impact, and many 
of the men became believers or came to John for 
counsel. John led a “new believers” Bible study group, 
and ended up baptizing some of the men. 

“My service to the military is subservient to 
my service to God. Some today would elevate 
allegiance to America above any other allegiance.  
I would willingly lay down my life for America  
in combat, but I will not be pressured to lay  
down my faith in Jesus Christ,” says LTC John 
Hoyman ’92, M.A. ’06 (left), pictured with his 
brother, Jim Hoyman, professor of military science.

WHEATON’S!
BROTHERS!IN!ARMS!
The Hoyman brothers have each mentored Wheaton cadets,  
and U.S. soldiers in some of the most volatile places on earth. by Marisa Foxwell ’13
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Last spring Wheaton launched WiN 2.0, which allows 
young alumni (graduates of the last 10 years) to 
connect with advisers. By late 2014, WiN will be open 
to all alumni looking to network with fellow Wheaton 
graduates. Sign up for WiN today at win.wheaton.edu.    

Follow us on facebook.com/we10alumni to stay up to 
date on young alumni news and events.

QUESTIONS?!
EMAIL!US!AT!
WIN"WHEATON#EDU

HOW!DID!YOU!GET!INTERESTED!IN!WiN?

I heard about WiN from emails, advertisements, and 
friends. I was interested because I was exploring new 
career fi elds and wanted to connect with people who 
had relevant experience and insights they could share.

WHAT! CONNECTIONS! DID! YOU! MAKE! THROUGH! THE!
NETWORK$! AND! WHAT! DIFFERENCE! HAVE! THESE!
CONNECTIONS!MADE?!

I connected with a lovely woman who is currently working 
in the human resources fi eld. She was kind enough to 
meet with me and share her story. She later gave me 
advice on applying for a job, determining references, and 
negotiating the o! er. It was wonderful to have a fellow 
Wheaton alumna help me by sharing her knowledge, 
experience, and advice. I am very grateful to have met 
with her and hope to continue meeting on occasion.

WHAT!SORT!OF!CONVERSATIONS!CAME!OUT!OF!YOUR!
WiN!CONNECTION?

We had conversations about everything from dating and 
life a" er school to di! erent career fi elds and how to 
negotiate a job o! er.

WHAT! ADVICE! OR! ENCOURAGEMENT! WOULD! YOU!
GIVE!TO!YOUR!PEERS!ABOUT!WiN?

I highly recommend that recent graduates use WiN to 
connect with the extensive network we have through 
Wheaton College. So many people have done all kinds 
of di! erent things and are ready and willing to share their 
wisdom. Sign up today, and start looking for connections.

MEET!
MEGAN!LARUSSO!’%%#

A Spanish major at 
Wheaton, she’s now 
the marketing and 
recruitment coordinator 
for the Semester in 
Spain program at Trinity 
Christian College. She’s 
also just one of many 
students and young 
alumni taking advantage 
of Wheaton in Network 
(WiN), an online tool 
for networking and 
conversations about 
career and calling. 

“God did a movement in Kuwait that none of us were 
expecting,” he says. 

John returned to the United States in July 2013, 
and is now director of programs and operations at 
White Sulphur Springs.

Brother Jim took a different path, enrolling as an 
engineering student at West Point in 1994. He was 
commissioned into the Army from West Point, and 
immediately entered active duty. Just four months after 
getting married, Jim deployed to Iraq for a year as part 
of the fi rst invasion in 2003. “No one knew what was 
going to happen, or that we would be gone for so long,” 
says Jim, noting that it made for a unique fi rst year 
of marriage. 

During his second deployment to Iraq, Jim served as 
Company Commander of 150 soldiers, and encountered 
threats such as enemy ambushes and roadside bombs. 

“That kind of experience strips everything in life away 
until you start to see what’s really important,” says 
Jim. “I was hungry for God in Iraq. I prayed all the time 
because I had a burden for those soldiers.”

After returning to the United States, Jim visited John at 
Wheaton, where John was serving as assistant professor 
of military science. Jim was struck by the motivated 
Wheaton cadets. A few years after John left Wheaton, 
Jim joined Wheaton’s Rolling Thunder Battalion as 
professor of military science in July 2013. He says John 
remains a great recruiter for Wheaton’s program.

“Wheaton is a unique place to make a positive impact on 
the next generation of offi cers,” says Jim. “Here 
we boldly help cadets wrestle with how they will both 
serve their country and live for Christ.”

WiN#AT#A#GLANCE$
YOUNG#ALUMNI#JOIN#
WHEATON#IN#NETWORK
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WHEN!EDWIN!T"!CHILDS!’#$!WAS!A!LITTLE!BOY%!he often drifted to sleep 
listening as his grandmother, a church pianist and organist, played hymns 
and spirituals on the piano. Ed’s childhood was fi lled with music, and with 
musical instruments. 

“Music seemed inseparable from life,” he recalls. 

By day, Ed’s father, Stephen Childs ’35, B.Mus. ’37, an itinerant music teacher 
and pastor, transported instruments from one small New England schoolhouse 
to the next. These always returned home in the evening. Long before Ed 
considered himself a musician, he explored the musical possibilities of the 
brass, wind, string, and percussion instruments that lay about the house. 
Before Ed even knew how to read the notes on a page, he was composing. 

By the time Ed reached high school, he felt called to pursue music for life. 
Following his father’s lead, Ed sent a reel-to-reel audition tape to Wheaton. 

“The music department didn’t quite know what to do with me because 
I played so many different things,” Ed recalls, smiling. 

There was a time of indecision: which instrument to choose? Then Ed heard 
a theater organ at a local roller-skating rink, and with the encouragement of 
professor Gladys Christensen, claimed organ as his primary focus.

It was professor Ellen Thompson who, after some months of “turning theory 
papers red” with her inked corrections, encouraged Ed to study composition. 
In his fi nal years at Wheaton, Ed studied with Jack Goode, Frederick Shulze, 
and Dennis Moffat, and upon graduation received a full scholarship to 

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

WITH!MUSICIAN!
FRIENDS!IN!MIND
Ed Childs ’65 began composing before 
he could read music and has returned to the art, 
drawing on the talents of many 
alumni musicians for his recordings.

Ed has produced 
four CDs and 
volumes of sacred 
and secular choral, 
vocal, keyboard, and 
instrumental works. 

36  S P R I N G  2 0 1 4  

WHAT’S!ALL!THE!BUZZ!ABOUT?!These comments 
came from alumni, parents, and friends of the College who 
gathered for regional events in Dallas, Texas, and Denver, Colorado, 
on December 13 –14, 2013. A" er a few words from Dr. Michael 
Wilder, dean of the Conservatory, Arts, and Communication, they 
watched a local performance of#A Christmas Carol.!

“Wheaton goes out of its 
way to make these events 
appropriate and good.”

REGIONAL!EVENTS"!A CHRISTMAS CAROL!

FIND!OUT!ABOUT!

REGIONAL!

EVENTS!IN!YOUR!

AREA!AT!ALUMNI"

WHEATON"EDU/

REGIONALEVENTS"

“MY!WHOLE!FAMILY!HAD!A!WONDERFUL!TIME$”
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“THE!PERFORMANCE!WAS!AMAZING!”

WHEN!EDWIN!T"!CHILDS!’#$!WAS!A!LITTLE!BOY%!he often drifted to sleep 
listening as his grandmother, a church pianist and organist, played hymns 
and spirituals on the piano. Ed’s childhood was filled with music, and with 
musical instruments. 

“Music seemed inseparable from life,” he recalls. 

By day, Ed’s father, Stephen Childs ’35, B.Mus. ’37, an itinerant music teacher 
and pastor, transported instruments from one small New England schoolhouse 
to the next. These always returned home in the evening. Long before Ed 
considered himself a musician, he explored the musical possibilities of the 
brass, wind, string, and percussion instruments that lay about the house. 
Before Ed even knew how to read the notes on a page, he was composing. 

By the time Ed reached high school, he felt called to pursue music for life. 
Following his father’s lead, Ed sent a reel-to-reel audition tape to Wheaton. 

“The music department didn’t quite know what to do with me because  
I played so many different things,” Ed recalls, smiling. 

There was a time of indecision: which instrument to choose? Then Ed heard 
a theater organ at a local roller-skating rink, and with the encouragement of 
professor Gladys Christensen, claimed organ as his primary focus.

It was professor Ellen Thompson who, after some months of “turning theory 
papers red” with her inked corrections, encouraged Ed to study composition. 
In his final years at Wheaton, Ed studied with Jack Goode, Frederick Shulze, 
and Dennis Moffat, and upon graduation received a full scholarship to  

the Eastman School of Music. His course of study at Eastman was 
punctuated by his marriage, as well as three years of military service in  
the United States Army Field Band. 

After beginning his career in the music department at the Philadelphia 
College of Bible, Ed worked for 20 years as professor of music at Biola 
University. He then returned to Wheaton and taught in the music department 
at Moody Bible Institute. He became dear friends with the very Wheaton 
professors who had been, and continued to be, his mentors.

In 1999, Ed’s life took a dramatic turn when he suffered an accident that 
left the left side of his body paralyzed. After several months of intensive 
rehabilitation, Ed was able to return to teaching, but his ability to play music 
was compromised, and he could no longer serve as church organist at 
College Church in Wheaton.

Drawing on the prayers of many and on his own determination, Ed chose  
to view limitation as opportunity: he again turned his focus to composition, 
and produced volumes of sacred and secular choral, vocal, keyboard,  
and instrumental works. Many of Ed’s compositions are for the organ, and 
Ed asked Brenda Heck Portman ’02, the young woman who filled in for  
him at College Church after his accident, to be his hands and feet for the CD, 
All Might and Majesty. Ed’s compositions and arrangements led to  
the production of more CDs, including several that Ed arranged at the 
request of Conservatory of Music Professor Gerard Sundberg, whose rich 
voice is highlighted throughout.

Desiring further collaboration, Ed began to arrange favorite spirituals with 
more musician friends in mind: flautist Jennifer Dolan Reddick ’95, violinist 
Gail Salvatori ’76, and harpist Barbara Ann Fackler ’78. Ed’s efforts  
yielded yet another CD, At the River, which was recorded and engineered 
by Daniel Fackler ’80. Ed describes it as a “journey back to my physical and 
expressive roots.” Recalled and arranged from memory, the pieces on  
At the River hold echoes and memories of Ed’s grandmother, playing the 
piano late into the New England night. 

Jennifer describes the experience of working with Ed as, “Uplifting!!He never 
seems to run out of energy or excitement as we rehearse.” 

Barbara says of their collaboration, “Ed has shown me that it’s possible to  
be humble and confident concurrently.”

With At the River, Ed’s journey as a musician might be described as 
coming around full circle—but with two CDs on the horizon, including one 
arranged expressly for cellist Julie MacLean Tehan ’03, who now teaches at 
Wheaton’s Community School of the Arts, and an organ composition in the 
works for Brenda Portman, it’s clear the influence of Ed’s musical outpouring 
will continue to expand. 

Ed Childs (left) has composed music for many friends, including  
Dr. Gerard Sundberg, professor at Wheaton's Conservatory of Music.
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PHOTO COURTESY THE DENVER CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS /  CREDIT: JENNIFER M KOSKINEN
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“More of 
this type 
of event, 
please!”

“I thought it was a lovely 
time to learn more about 
the school and meet other 
parents and alumni.”

“MY!WHOLE!FAMILY!HAD!A!WONDERFUL!TIME"”
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We 

need your

input!

Submit

your class news 

online &

include a 

photo at

alumni.wheaton.edu

Have you ever said, “I’m going to go 
there someday?”
We invite you to experience the vast wealth of God’s creation 
as we embark on a seven–continent journey over the course 
of the next seven years. Our itineraries will o!er unique travel 
experiences, first–class accommodations, and the company of 
like–minded travelers.

CONTINENTS
YEARS

Travel with Wheaton

Do you know a Wheaton 
graduate who exemplifies 
Christlike!service to society?

Every year, the Wheaton College Alumni Association 
honors a graduate of the College or graduate school 
who demonstrates Wheaton’s mission through 
excellence in his or her field of service—in society, in 
the marketplace, or in some extraordinary professional 
or leadership role.

TELL!US!THEIR!STORY
Visit ALUMNI.WHEATON.EDU for nomination forms 
and more information.

FIRST!STOP!|!EUROPE"Savor the musical highlights and artistic 
splendor of Vienna, Salzburg, and Prague. May #$%&

Visit'"#$%&'()*+",-&(+.$/,/"0+# for information.

HOMECOMING
OCTOBER!"#$%!&'($

Celebrating 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 2009

Visit "#$%&'()*+",-&(+.$ for more information.
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profile

where grace  
meets public health

alumni news

2012, in St. Petersburg, FL. Alumni 

in the wedding were Caytlin Driggars 

’11, Parry Macdonald Kietzman 

’10, Phillip Pearson ’10, Andrew 

Chironna ’10, Joel Rienstra ’10, 

Drew Hansma ’10, Carter Lawrence 

’09, and Maureen Flynn McWilliams 

’04, M.A. ’05.

Katie Christenson ’11 and Peter 

Morton ’11 were married June 4, 

2011, in Prior Lake, MN. They live 

in Bloomington, IN, where Katie 

is working on a doctorate in flute 

performance, and Peter attends 

Indiana University Mauer School of 

Law.

Grace Frank ’11 and Keith Elliott 

were married Aug. 10, 2013. Katie 

Christenson Morton ’11 and Bethany 

Atwell ’11 were in the wedding.

Kyle Kunz ’11 and Tamara Wieringa 

were married July 5, 2013, in 

Elmhurst, IL. Frederick Kunz ’08 

and Kimberly Kunz ’14 were in the 

wedding.

Katie Vaselkiv ’11 and John 

Russell ’11 were married July 27, 

2013.

Anna Chapman ’12 and Cory 

Weaver ’12 were married Jan. 27, 

2013, in Tucson, AZ, and now live 

in Oro Valley, AZ. Alumni in the 

wedding were Sarah McCormack 

“All the unpleasant topics  
to be avoided at the dinner table—
that’s my world of work,” says Renata 
Dennis ’81, instruction and training 
coordinator for the Southeast AIDS 
Training and Education Center, a 
federally funded program based at 
Emory University’s Department of 
Family and Preventative Medicine. 
Renata was “thrown into the deep 
end” of AIDS research in 1999, and 
currently works on the front lines of 
public health among professionals 
caring for HIV-positive patients.

“My work puts me at the intersection 
of grace and the world of HIV/AIDS,” 
she says. “And people talk to me—a 
safe person.” 

Some find personal relief in sharing 
their secrets—addictions, loved 
ones with AIDS, or private fears. It is 
the questions—and the people who 
ask them—that continue to surprise 
Renata. 

“An elderly, silver-haired lady will strike 
up a conversation, and I’ll find she 
knows all the science of HIV and AIDS 
treatment. Then I’ll talk to someone 
young who doesn’t know that HIV 
is not, for example, automatically 
passed from a mother to her infant.” 
(Perinatal medication for both mother 
and newborn, along with avoiding 
breastfeeding, reduce the chance 
of a mother passing along HIV from  
25 percent to only about 1 percent.)

A biology major at Wheaton, Renata 
earned a nursing degree from Emory, 
then took a break from healthcare to 
fulfill ministry assignments in Germany 
and Austria. Returning to the United 
States in the mid-90s, Renata earned a 
master’s in public health and accepted 
a position at Grady Hospital’s Infectious 
Disease Clinic to work with pediatric 
HIV patients in a National Institute of 
Health study. 

Today countless medical professionals 
benefit from Renata’s research and 
expertise. She provides education 
and training for the “Big Six”—
physicians, physician’s assistants, 
advanced practice nurses, registered 
nurses, pharmacists, and dental 
professionals—and helps practitioners 
set up point-of-care HIV-testing 
programs, because identifying those 
infected is crucial to slowing the 
epidemic. 

“Of the 1.2 million people in America 
infected with HIV, 19 percent don’t 
know it,” Renata says. 

Most people diagnosed as HIV-
positive take preventive measures, 
but undiagnosed individuals continue 
to spread the virus. The good news, 
Renata says, is that the 19 percent of  
undiagnosed individuals is down from 
25 percent in 2006, thanks in part to 
recommendations from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention that all 
people ages 13 to 65 be tested. For a 
decade, quick-response testing has 
made it possible for clinics to provide 
same-day results, and now over-the-
counter HIV tests are also available. 

Involvement with the Minority AIDS 
Initiative takes Renata outside her 
usual medical circles to meet with 
student health center staff, young 
adults in colleges and universities (a 
target audience for HIV prevention)
and also to Christian groups including 
a local Catholic coalition and African-
American churches, which tend to be 

“strong influencers in their communities.”

Renata’s faith provides a sure 
foundation as she speaks to patients or 
others marginalized by disease or their 
circumstances. 

“I hold fast to my convictions, and I pray,” 
she says. “I pray a lot—about how 
to speak into a situation, and about 
knowing when to listen.” 

Take a look at what’s new in AIDS 
treatment and education in America 
through the eyes of an expert. 

by Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86

Renata Dennis ’81 recently joined Wheaton’s Leadership Council, a 
group formed in 2011, to help students consider God’s calling and make 
career connections. She looks forward to helping students consider what 
it means to enter the health professions with a missional mindset. 
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alumni news

gett ing together Cal i fornia

daughters; and six grandchildren.

Murray A. Payne ’35 died Oct. 

2, 2011. He sold life insurance for 

Ohio General, and then served as a 

general agent into his 70s. Murray 

taught an adult Bible class for 35 

years in his church in Minneapolis, 

where he was a bass soloist and lay 

preacher. Preceded in death by his 

wife Helen, he leaves one daughter, 

one son, six grandchildren, and two 

great-grandchildren.

Carolyn Dodd Rigg ’35 died 

Mar. 11, 2013. She taught in the 

Wyandotte (MI) Public School 

System for 29 years. Her husband, 

William, preceded her in death. 

She is survived by 2 daughters, 

7 grandchildren, and 18 great-

grandchildren.

Virginia Hotchkiss Anderson ’36 

died Oct. 1, 2012. Her husband, Carl 

’31, preceded her in death. Survivors 

include a son, Roy ’69.

Charlotte Buyers Farr ’37 died 

July 30, 2013. A school teacher in 

Lancaster County, PA, she married 

Harry ’34 in 1941 and worked 

alongside him in various pastorates 

in Pennsylvania. They retired 

first to Paradise, PA, and later to 

Westminster Village in Clarksville, 

IN. Preceded in death by Harry, she 

profile

tail cooked first, so we all chewed on the 
tail while the rest of it roasted.”

According to Shipibo culture, Bob became 
a man that day.

Back in the United States, B. J. grew up 
a preacher’s daughter in Brooklyn. In high 
school, she served as chief cook for 120 
people at a Christian camp for children, 80 
miles outside New York City. 

Bob and B. J. met at Wheaton College 
while working for WETN. Bob was so 
busy with WETN, ROTC, and working as a 
janitor for Wheaton Bible Church that B. J. 
had time to sew a new dress for every one 
of their half-dozen dates. 

The couple married in 1956. After 
graduation Bob embarked on what became 
a 22-year career with the U.S. Army. He 
served as commander of units in the 
24th Infantry Division, the 101st Airborne 
Division, and the 82nd Airborne Division. 

“We had initially planned to pursue 

Although Lieutenant Colonel 
(Ret.) Robert ’57 and Billie Jean “B. J.” 
Marsh Reifsnyder ’56 grew up on separate 
continents, both were deeply imprinted by 
the Christian service of their parents.

Born in Texas, Bob traveled to Peru at the 
age of four months—as a baby in a basket 
carried on board a ship by his parents who 
were missionaries to the Shipibo Indians at 
the headwaters of the Amazon.

On his 11th birthday, Bob went into the 
jungle with a 16-gauge shotgun. He later 
returned to the village carrying the carcass 
of a monkey taller than he was. 

“It was tough, dry meat,” Bob recalls. “The 

missionary work after my three-year 
commitment was through,” says Bob. 
Uncle Sam, however, had other ideas. Bob 
was retained because the Berlin Wall had 
just been built. Feeling then called to serve 
the military community, they embraced 
words adapted from Joshua 14:9-10 (NIV) 
as their mission: “To follow the Lord our 
God wholeheartedly.” 

Over the years, Bob and B. J. took advantage 
of their frequent military moves to travel 
widely with children Daniel ’78, Donna 
Reifsnyder Price ’80, David ’82, Dwight ’88, 
and Dawn Reifsnyder Mestry ’90. 

Within a month after Bob retired from 
the military in 1979, his ministry went 
international, and he began working for 
the Association for Christian Conferences, 
Teaching, and Service (ACCTS) in support 
of the worldwide Association of Military 
Christian Fellowships (AMCF). He’s been 
with the organization ever since—Bob 
and B. J. currently serve as ministry 

coordinators for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

The couple was also instrumental in 
founding the International Association of 
Evangelical Chaplains (IAEC) in 1997. They 
and others responded to what they felt was a 

“Macedonian Call” from an Angolan Air Force 
Major who wanted help to become a military 
chaplain in his communist home country. 
Bob serves today as IAEC board member 
and associate director for conferences, 
communications, and membership. 

In 2012 the National Association of 
Evangelicals’ Chaplains Commission 
named the couple Centurions of the Year 
for their exemplary commitment to the 
ministry of military chaplains.

Growing up, son David says he and his 
siblings always knew that their father had 
one day hoped to return to South America 
as a missionary. By embracing his career 
as ministry, Bob says he and B. J. found the 
mission field to which they’ve been called. 

where they were 
planted

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

Named Centurions of the Year 
by the National Association of 
Evangelicals, this couple didn’t set 
out to minister in the military. 

The musically inclined family performed widely together, playing a combination of hand bells, 
cowbells, and sleigh bells. They became known as the “Ringing Reifsnyders.” 
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an attorney 
and  
an advocate  

alumni news

leaves two sons, a daughter, seven 

grandchildren, and seven great-

grandchildren.

Homer Jontz, husband of Ruth 

Pihl Jontz ’37, died Feb. 20, 2013. 

A farmer, he retired in 1991 and 

moved to Princeton, IL. Surviving are 

Ruth, a daughter, two grandsons, 

and two great-grandsons.

Margaret Matson Stripe ’37 died 

May 12, 2012. She enjoyed her 

years with the Presbyterian Ladies 

Book Club of Lake Forest, IL. 

Margaret is survived by her husband 

of 71 years, Frederic; two sons; 

one granddaughter; and two great-

grandchildren.

Thomas Lindsay ’38, M.A. ’41 

died Oct. 28, 2011, and Barbara 

Boyes Lindsay ’38, M.A. ’41 died 

Jan. 11, 2013. They lived in Raleigh, 

NC, and leave are a daughter, 3 

sons, 8 grandchildren, and 11 great-

grandchildren.

Mildred Wentworth Forbes ’39 

died Nov. 6, 2011. A nurse and 

teacher, she taught special education 

in the Waterford Township (MI) 

School System for many years. Her 

husband, William ’39, preceded her 

in death. Surviving are 4 daughters, 

2 sons, 15 grandchildren, and 19 

great-grandchildren.

Natalie Maust ’09 has kept 
the words of Psalm 126 close to her heart 
as she’s worked with immigrant victims of 
domestic violence and violent crime at the 
National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) in 
the Chicago metropolitan area. 

The stories Natalie has heard on the job 
haunt her—stories of child sexual abuse, 
forced marital relationships, and of women 
who could not escape violent partners or 
become economically independent without 
help in changing their legal status. 

Convinced that the seeds sown during 
times of weeping eventually bear fruit, 
Natalie recently decided to pursue further 
training as a law student at Northwestern 
University, in hopes of becoming better 
equipped to serve the “most vulnerable, yet 
most resilient” in her community. 

Her path was confirmed when she received 
a $40,000 Abraham Lincoln Marovitz 
Public Interest Law Scholarship from the 
Chicago Bar Foundation in September 
2013. 

“The selection committee was inspired by 
Natalie’s passion, record of public service, 
and dedication to serving vulnerable 
immigrant populations,” says Andy 
Marovitz, chair of the committee. 

Natalie’s calling to advocacy is a family 
legacy. Her missionary journalist father, 
John Maust ’78, covered the Peruvian 
church’s efforts to help victims of violence 
during the Shining Path insurgency. He 
served on the founding board of the human 
rights organization Paz y Esperanza, where 
Natalie later completed her HNGR (Human 
Needs and Global Resources) internship 
during her senior year at Wheaton. Many on 

Natalie’s mother’s side of the family came 
to faith at a Peruvian revival in the 1970s, 
and some now serve as missionaries 
while others lead social justice or service 
organizations in Peru. Exploring her 
bicultural roots has strengthened Natalie’s 
sense of vocation as a bridge-maker and 
cultural broker, attributes she brings to 
her work with immigrants in Chicago’s 
Pilsen neighborhood, where she now lives. 
Dr. Christine Kepner, associate professor 
of Spanish, describes Natalie’s attitude 
as one of “simple obedience” and “quiet 
presence.” 

After majoring in Spanish and anthropology 
at Wheaton, Natalie worked for four years 
as a paralegal at NIJC, eventually becoming 
the coordinator of the U Visa and Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) Pro Bono 
Project, which helps immigrant victims of 
violent crimes. 

As she worked late into the night writing 
affidavits in the first person to convey the 
urgency of individuals’ stories to the judges 
who would decide their future, Natalie 
found her faith challenged and her heart 
changed. She saw clients empowered by 
the fact that she heard their stories and 
could tell them in ways that would offer 
them future protection. 

Though she doesn’t know exactly where 
she’ll land after she completes her law 
degree, Natalie’s plan is to pursue a 
career providing legal services to low-
income individuals who can’t afford private 
attorneys. Andy says, “We have no doubt 
that she will become a fixture in the 
Chicago legal aid community for years to 
come.”  

The recipient 
of a Chicago 
Bar Foundation 
scholarship,  
Natalie Maust ’09  
plans to use her  
law degree to  
serve low-income  
clients.

by Liuan Chen Huska ’09

“Those who go out weeping, 

bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home  

with shouts of joy,  

carrying their sheaves.”  

–Psalm 126:6
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died Mar. 16, 2013. She taught 

kindergarten and first grade in 

Pettisville, OH, as well as Sunday 

school, VBS, and Pioneer Club. 

Preceded in death by her husband, 

Lowell, she leaves two daughters, 

one son, seven grandchildren, and 

nine great-grandchildren.

Paul Vagt ’46 died Aug. 13, 2013. 

Director of the Learning Resource 

Center for Tarrant County (TX) 

Junior College, he started the library 

systems for the south and northeast 

campuses. He was past president of 

the Gideons of Texas, and is listed 

in Who’s Who of America. His wife, 

Mary Evelyn, preceded him in death. 

Survivors include two daughters and 

a granddaughter.

Jean Nelson Woodward ’46 died 

Jan. 7, 2013. She was president 

of the Woman’s Missionary Union 

of Virginia from 1983 to 1988 as 

it built its CrossRoads Camp and 

Conference Center. In 1989 she 

became president of the Baptist 

General Association of Virginia, the 

second woman to hold the office. 

Preceded in death by her husband, 

Robert ’45, she is survived by 

a daughter, three sons, and two 

grandsons.

Beverly Beckman, wife of David 

Beckman ’47, died Apr. 27, 2013. 

She was a nurse, an accomplished 

soloist, and a gracious hostess in 

her role as a college president’s wife. 

Surviving are David; three daughters, 

including Kristen Donnell ’77; and 

four grandsons.

Robert Donham, husband of 

Margaret Blick Donham ’47, died 

Sep. 17, 2013. He served as a 

technical sergeant in the U.S. Army 

Air Corps during World War II. Robert 

retired as president of Solar Electric 

Corp. in 1984. Preceded in death 

by Margaret, he leaves a daughter, 

a son, four grandchildren, and four 

great-grandchildren.

John Harstick ’47 died May 

1, 2013. A music teacher and 

coordinator of music for the public 

schools in Park Ridge, IL, he was 

“Lord Jesus, I am so sorry 
for all the stealing I’ve done.  I was so 
hungry, and I wanted to feed my family.  
Would you please forgive me and come 
and live in my heart?” 

Sam Boateng, M.A. ’14, prayed these 
words after hearing God’s call on his 
young life through a street evangelist in 
Ghana. 

“My family lived in one small room. We 
cooked in that room, and we all slept on 
the floor in that one room. I slept there 
for over 20 years. That night I went home, 
with no food, and lay down in my usual 
spot. The next day, I began to talk to 
people about Christ,” he says. 

Few people move so quickly from 
conversion to proclamation, but Sam’s 
story stands out for other reasons as well. 

A descendant of the Akan tribe, Sam 
grew up in a starkly pagan society.  

“We literally worshipped idols. We had an 
idol in my room. We worshipped it and 
it got us nowhere. I became a Christian, 
and the first-ever person in my family to 
embrace Christian ministry!” 

The recipient of a BGC scholarship, Sam 
came to Wheaton to pursue studies 
in historical theology, with the goal 
of returning to his roots in Ghana as a 
Christian pastor and leader.   

Paul Bowers ’98 and BGC Scholar 
Femi Adeleye M.A. ’86 encouraged 
Sam to apply to Wheaton’s program. 
Femi mentored Sam while they 
worked as pastors at Akuapem Ridge 
Interdenominational Church, an hour 
east of Accra, Ghana’s capital. Because 
of Femi’s formative Wheaton experience 
and Sam’s passion for ministry, Femi and 
his wife parted with the little money they 
had to send Sam to Wheaton.  

“I expect the relationships he nurtures at 
Wheaton to make him a bridge builder for 
the benefit of the church in Ghana, Africa, 
and the wider world,” says Femi.  

Leaving his wife, Gifty, and his three-year-
old daughter, Naana, behind, Sam began 
his 22-hour journey to Chicago in the 
summer of 2012. His family joined him six 
months later, in the middle of Chicago’s 
winter. It was a tough adjustment for Gifty 
to leave Accra, a city with a historical 

record low of 64 degrees Fahrenheit, 
but Naana loved the snow from the start.  

At Wheaton, Sam has been exposed to 
teaching from professors he describes 
as humble and brilliant. 

“Studying how the church of Jesus Christ 
across the centuries has engaged with 
the theological, political, and social 
issues thrown at her has equipped me 
to be able to think theologically about the 
context of Africa and the issues that face 
the African church,” Sam says.  

This May, Sam will return to Ghana to 
pastor a growing evangelical church, 
and to lead an initiative to equip other 
Christian leaders in Ghana and in the 
West African sub-region for church 
leadership.

“Wheaton continues to make a massive 
impact on the lives of not just American 
students, but on the lives of many like 
myself from obscure places in Ghana,” 
Sam says. “I want to encourage 
Wheaton alumni that the flame that was 
lit in 1860 continues to burn for Christ 
and His Kingdom!”  

After growing up 
hungry and poor in 
a pagan society in 
Ghana, this BGC 
Scholar will soon 
begin equipping 
Christian leaders 
in West Africa.

by Andrew Thompson ’13

Sam Boateng M.A. ’14 is one of 1,000 
international students, furloughing 

missionaries, pre-field missionaries, and 
urban/ethnic ministry workers who have 

received advanced degree training through 
the Billy Graham Center Scholarship 

Program, founded in 1975. 

48  S P R I N G  2 0 1 4  WHEATON .EDU /ALUMN I  W H E A T O N   49WHEATON .EDU /MAGAZ IN E

141833_33-55.indd   49 3/19/14   8:21 PM



FACULTYbooks

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor  
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

For Our Good Always: Studies on the Message and Influence  
of Deuteronomy in Honor of Daniel I. Block 
(Eisenbrauns, 2013)

Dr. Daniel Block, Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old Testament, 
was presented with this surprise-Festschrift at the November 2013 
meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society.  The compilation 
features 25 essays by evangelical scholars—all colleagues, 
friends, and former students of Dr. Block. Edited by Dr. Jason 
DeRouchie, Dr. Jason Gile Ph.D. ’13, and Dr. Kenneth Turner (three 
of Dr. Block’s doctoral students), the book includes contributions 
from Wheaton professors Dr. Michael Graves, Dr. Douglas Moo, and 
Dr. Richard Schultz. 

Order For Our Good Always and other faculty books from the 
Wheaton College Bookstore:  online, www.wheatonbooks.com;  
by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 
501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Bruce Benson
professor of philosophy
The New Phenomenonlogy: A 
Philosophical Introduction
(Bloomsbury Academic, 2013)
With coauthor J. Aaron Simmons,  
Dr. Benson engages with the foundational 
works of the French thinkers known as 
phenomenologists.

Dr. Lynn Cohick 
professor of New Testament
The Story of God Bible Commentary: 
Philippians 
(Zondervan, 2013)
Dr. Cohick presents a clear and compelling 
exposition of Philippians as part of 
Zondervan’s Fidei Commentary series  
on the New Testament. 

Dr. Douglas Moo
Kenneth T. Wessner Professor of  
New Testament
Galatians
(Baker Academic, 2013)
Dr. Moo contributes a new volume to 
the Baker Exegetical Commentary on the 
New Testament.

Dr. Tony Payne
associate professor of music
Aleluya: The Psalms, Hymns & Spiritual 
Songs of Tony Payne
(Tony Payne Music, 2013)
Dr. Payne’s collection of worship music 
represents 40 years of work and includes 
hymns such as “Lord, Upon This Joyful 
Day,” written for the inauguration of 
President Emeritus Duane Litfin HON 

Dr. Leland Ryken 
professor of English
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter
(Crossway, 2013)
This guidebook is part of Dr. Ryken’s 
new series of Christian Guides to the 
Classics, which includes volumes on 
Bunyan, Dickens, Homer, Milton, and 
Shakespeare.

Dr. John H. Walton
professor of Old Testament
Job
(Zondervan, 2012)
In this NIV Application Commentary 
installment, Dr. Walton supplements 
each chapter with dialogue on personal 
suffering from a student, Kelly Lemon 
Vizcaino ’10. 
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i
by Jennifer Labadie Fromke ’92

Great Hope
This author learned to tell the story of hope  
in the midst of deep loss.

crowded into the dim, private room 
with Dad and Nana. Under a thin 
blanket, Poppa looked so small. My 
mind thundered back to the days  
when I struggled to keep up with 
him on a long hike. When we ran the 
horses at the end of a trail ride.  
When he water-skied at the age of 
seventy-two.

Dad woke him. “Dad. You have a 
visitor.”

Slow to sit up, he sat on the edge of 
the bed, rubbed his face, stared at the 
floor. His white hair stood up in the 
back until Nana smoothed it down.

“Dad? Would you like to move to the 
chair? Jenny’s here to visit.”

“Who’s that?” 
My heart sank.
“Jenny. You remember.”
His big blue eyes, a matching pair to 

my dad’s and my daughter’s, staggered 
their way to my face. “Jenny.”

His familiar voice echoed in my 
ears, but I longed to hear him call me 

“Chum.” Did he remember he called  
all of his grandchildren by that name? 
Did he remember us at all?

My throat ached. I blinked away tears. 
Through the planning and travel and 
arranging for this meeting, I’d been 
so anxious to see my grandfather, I’d 
skipped over the reason for my visit.  
My last visit with him before . . . 

I swallowed hard again. 

“Hey, Poppa.”...
My family has walked the Alzheimer’s/
dementia road with two of my 
grandparents, as well as with other 
extended family members. We hope 
this will be the extent of our experience 
with this disease. Whenever the word 
Alzheimer’s is spoken, it’s typical for 
a dark cloud to fill the room and for 
people to become very solemn, because 
with a diagnosis like that, there’s no 
obvious hope for fixing the situation.

As I began to research the novel I’m 
currently writing, I heard a woman 
speak on the topic of Alzheimer’s, and 
how a caregiver can survive the ordeal. 
She spoke from personal, painful 
experience. 

“But there’s a sweetness in every stage, 
if you look for it.” 

Her words soaked into my soul, and I 

knew I’d found the theme for my story. 
I loved the hopefulness she exuded. 

She took a realistic view of her mom, 
who no longer recognized her, and she 
also took delight in discovering new 
things about her, even as she descended 
further into the disease. She looked at 
how God used her mom in the lives of 
people around her, despite her illness.

Even in the middle of the dark road 
that is Alzheimer’s, God places blessings 
along the way. Tiny glimmers of hope 
catch the eye, like light glinting off 
broken glass. They may not change the 
course of a patient’s life, but they prickle 
with potential for changing the life of 
someone who knows them. I’ve seen it 
in my own experience. I’ve heard about 
it from others. I’m so grateful for God’s 
placement of hope in this dark world.  
I find myself writing about it. Writing 
with great hope.

Jennifer Labadie 

Fromke ’92 writes 

from North Carolina, 

where she lives with 

her husband, Jon 

Fromke ’92, and  

three teenagers.  

Her debut novel,  

A Familiar Shore, was 

released in 2013.  

She has published 

several short stories 

over the last  

two years, and is 

now working on her 

second novel. 

Dr. Tony Payne
associate professor of music
Aleluya: The Psalms, Hymns & Spiritual 
Songs of Tony Payne
(Tony Payne Music, 2013)
Dr. Payne’s collection of worship music 
represents 40 years of work and includes 
hymns such as “Lord, Upon This Joyful 
Day,” written for the inauguration of 
President Emeritus Duane Litfin HON 

Dr. Leland Ryken 
professor of English
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter
(Crossway, 2013)
This guidebook is part of Dr. Ryken’s 
new series of Christian Guides to the 
Classics, which includes volumes on 
Bunyan, Dickens, Homer, Milton, and 
Shakespeare.

Dr. John H. Walton
professor of Old Testament
Job
(Zondervan, 2012)
In this NIV Application Commentary 
installment, Dr. Walton supplements 
each chapter with dialogue on personal 
suffering from a student, Kelly Lemon 
Vizcaino ’10. 
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s promise that God will be with us forever. 
Everything lost in paradise will be 
regained. Everything wounded will be 
healed. Everything broken will be made 
whole. 

Maybe the best place to see what the 
Dutch theologian Abraham Kuyper 
called “the perfect coming luster” of 
God’s kingdom is in the Revelation of 
John. Partway through his mysterious 
book, John describes a war in heaven 
between the angels of God and the 
demons of the devil. Satan loses that war 
and gets cast out of heaven—an event 
that Revelation describes as a kingdom 
victory (Rev. 12:10).

Yet it is clear from how the story 
continues that this was not the last 
battle. When Satan was thrown down 
from heaven, he fell upon the earth “in 
great wrath” (Rev. 12:12). To this very 
day, he is doing his very worst to keep 
the kingdom from ever coming. When 
things are not the way they are supposed 
to be, when the kingdom doesn’t come, 
this is mainly the devil’s doing.

Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah, Isaiah—
they were all waiting for the kingdom. 

When Jesus came, the kingdom was 
closer than ever. In a sense, it had already 
come, because Jesus is the King, and 
where the King is, the kingdom is. But 
Jesus also said that his dominion had 
not yet come in its full and fi nal glory. 
The kingdom is at hand, he said. The 
kingdom is near.

Then, one day, all of a sudden, the 
kingdom will not just be near, but 
actually here! We have God’s word 
on it. Almost before we know it, Jesus 
will be here again. It will happen “in 
a moment,” the Scripture says, “in the 
twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:52). 
The day of the Lord Jesus will come 
“like a thief in the night” (1 Thess. 5:2). 
Ready or not, here he comes! 

When Jesus comes, it will be 
everything we ever hoped for. All the 
ancient promises will come true—every 
last one of them: the promise of a golden 
city and a royal wedding, the promise 
of healing for the nations, the covenant 

by President Phil ip G. Ryken ’88

When the Kingdom Comes
What will the coming 
kingdom be like, 
and how should we live 
while waiting for the 
fulfillment of our hopes and 
all God’s promises? 

Adapted from 
Kingdom, Come! 
© 2013 by Philip 
Graham Ryken. 
Used by permission 
of Crossway, a 
publishing ministry 
of Good News 
Publishers, 
Wheaton, IL 60187, 
crossway.org.
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ometimes you wait so long for something 
that you start to wonder if it will ever 
happen. You pound on the bottom of 
the bottle, but the ketchup insists on 
defying the laws of gravity. Your favorite 
team hasn’t won a championship in 
more than a century, and the experts 
think they’ll be lucky to win half their 
games this season. You thought you had 
a great interview, but it’s been weeks 
since you heard anything; will you ever 
get a job? 

Then, all of a sudden, it happens! The 
phone rings: they want you to start 
next week. Your team squeaks into the 
playoffs, gets hot in the postseason, and 
wins it all. With one glorious “blurp,” 
gravity triumphs and your burger gets 
smothered in ketchup. Sometimes, after 
all the waiting…fi nally it happens. 

The kingdom of God is like that. It 
seems like we have been waiting for it 
since forever. Ever since the fi rst man 
and the fi rst woman committed the 
fi rst sin, we have been waiting for God 
to come and make things right again. 
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Dr. Philip Graham Ryken ’88 

is the eighth president of 

Wheaton College. Dr. Ryken 

earned a master of divinity 

degree from Westminster 

Theological Seminary, and a 

doctorate in historical theology 

from the University of Oxford. 

He then joined the pastoral staff 

at Tenth Presbyterian Church 

in Philadelphia, preaching there 

until his appointment at Wheaton. 

Dr. Ryken has published more 

than 40 books, including Art 

for God’s Sake (P&R, 2006), 

Loving the Way Jesus Loves 

(Crossway, 2011), and Liberal 

Arts for the Christian Life 

(Crossway, 2012).

John Milton beautifully expressed his 
longing to see the coming of Jesus in 
one of his prayers:

Thy kingdom is now at hand, and thou 
standing at the door. Come forth out of thy 
royal chambers, O Prince of all the kings 
of the earth! Put on the visible robes of Thy 
imperial majesty, take up that unlimited 
scepter which thy Almighty Father hath 
bequeathed thee; for now the voice of thy 
bride calls thee, and all creatures sigh to be 
renewed.1

Our goal individually as Christians 
and corporately as the body of Christ is 
to give people good reason to believe 
in kingdom come. By the joy of our 
worship, the truth of our words, the 
integrity of our faith, the beauty of our 
art, the purity of our justice, and the 
tenderness of our compassion, we want 
people to believe that there really is a 
Savior who will make everything right 
in the end—when the kingdom comes.

1 John Milton, Animadversion upon the 
Remonstrants Defence against Smectymnuus
(London: Thomas Underhill, 1641), 493.

The last two chapters of the Bible form 
an inclusio with the fi rst two chapters: 
the garden in the city, the wedding 
of the spotless bride, and the promise 
of God’s presence will all come true. 
When God says, “Behold, I am making 
all things new” (Rev. 21:5), he means 
exactly what he says. He will not create 

“all new things,” but take what he has 
already made and perfect it.

The more we know about the 
kingdom of God, and the more we 
meditate on its coming, the more 
obvious it becomes that the kingdom 
is not something we can bring into the 
world. In this suffering world, we will 
never see an end to pain. We do not 
have the power to raise life out of death, 
or to regain the paradise that we have 
lost, or to fulfi ll any of the other ancient 
promises of God. These powers 
belong only to the Savior who has 
conquered sin and death through the 
cross and the empty tomb. Therefore, 
the kingdom is something that Jesus 
brings—only Jesus.

That is not the whole story, however, 
because one day God’s kingdom will 
come in all its power and glory. Jesus 
will come again, the devil will be 
defeated, and everything wrong will be 
made right.

When the kingdom comes, God will 
be with us forever. This is the ancient 
promise of the everlasting covenant—the 
promise that God fi rst made to Abraham. 
God will be with us to be our God. 
Thus the divine presence that Adam and 
Eve enjoyed in the garden, but lost, will 
be restored.

If the promises of God are like streams 
and rivers, then the end of Revelation is 
the vast ocean into which they all fl ow. 
The major themes, the dominant images, 
and the greatest promises of the Bible—
including the ones that go all the way 
back to early Genesis—all come together 
in the last two chapters. Everything in 
the Bible comes together at the coming 
of the kingdom. Revelation hearkens 
back to Genesis in order to show us 
creation recapitulated. 
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fon the parallels between this picture of 
the church, and my profession. When 
writing music, working with timbre 
is common, as I explore distinctive 
sound qualities and colors. I embrace 
polyphony as I work to combine 
multiple independent and contrasting 
lines to produce harmony. I also 
incorporate differences and nuances 
among varying rhythmic or melodic 
ideas, while making the work more 
cohesive by seizing upon common 
elements.  Much like the Kingdom of 
God, it is this synthesis of the diverse 
elements of musical composition that 
makes a rich and unique masterpiece.

I am convinced my most successful 
works occur when I do not solely 
depend on craft or hard work, but 
when I rely on the guidance of my 
Creator in concert with these gifts and 
disciplines. In the same way, we must 
all work hard to achieve Wheaton’s 
mission of “deepening ethnic diversity,” 
while praying and continually seeking 
guidance from He who created 
diversity—our Triune God.

A widely sought-after and award-winning 
composer, Dr. Shawn E. Okpebholo has 
received numerous commissions from noted 
artists and ensembles, and is a frequent 
guest lecturer. His music has been per-
formed all across the United States and on 
five continents. In 2007, he earned his 
doctorate in composition and theory from 
the University of Cincinnati’s College-
Conservatory of Music. He lives in Whea-
ton with his wife, Dorthy (a violist), and 
his daughters, Eva and Corinne.

life experiences, promoting awareness 
and understanding of important societal 
issues such as racism (systemic—both 
subtle and overt), socioeconomic 
disparities, micro-aggression, and 
more. Especially among students, this 
understanding is crucial as they must 
leave college ready to engage in an 
increasingly cross-cultural society and 
more globally connected workforce. 

Like the church, the College has a 
theological mandate for increasing ethnic 
diversity in the Great Commission.  
A culturally and economically diverse 
body of believers casts a broader net  
in expanding the church. Furthermore, 
a diverse church is preparation for the 
kingdom of God, which is a diverse 
body (Rev. 7:9). I grew up in a relatively 
small church of around 150 people. The 
bilingual congregation was full of many 
races. Diversity transcended skin color, as 
every Sunday our body of Christ would 
include homeless people, physicians, 
families from the projects (including 
mine), a theologian and other academics, 
elderly, young, chronically disabled, 
Congolese, Dominicans, Koreans, and 
more. 

Not segregated by pews or proximity 
to the pulpit, this was The Salvation 
Army Church in Lexington, Ky. 
Though the church was not perfect, 
this multiplicity of God’s creation had 
a common purpose: to expand the 
kingdom, and to worship Jesus Christ 
through our differences and experiences.

As a composer, I can’t help but reflect 

by Dr. Shawn E. Okpebholo, assistant professor 
of music theory and composition

Diversity Matters
Why is diversity essential to both the 
church and the College?     
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y twin sister recently asked me a simple 
question: “How did you end up at 
Wheaton College?” She works in the 
human resources department at another 
liberal arts college, and was asked by 
her colleague to research recruitment of 
faculty of color. 

Challenges with effectively recruiting 
diverse faculty and students in higher 
education are not unique to Wheaton. 
Fortunately, among colleges and 
universities, Wheaton included, proactive 
commitments to address matters of 
diversity are becoming commonplace, 
as schools begin to understand the 
importance of ethnic diversity. So, 
why is diversity important in higher 
education, and what is Wheaton’s unique 
motivation?  

A more diverse faculty provides 
students with a variety of perspectives 
and serves as an important step toward 
increased diversity among students. 
Diversity among faculty and students 
exposes the community to a range of 
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f prayer, shadowing experiences, counsel, 
and shared meals with mentors.

Dr. Jeffry Davis, associate professor 
of English, says, “Andrew speaks with 
kindness and candor, allowing truthful 
communication to be his hallmark. He 
believes that effective leaders are not just 
born, but made.”

Andrew has had plenty of opportunities 
to build leadership skills in his role as 
president of student government this 
year, spearheading a focus on student 
innovation and initiation.

Looking toward the future, Andrew 
hopes to aid in reconciliation efforts across 
borders, religions, and cultures, furthering 
his interests in diplomacy and negotiations.

Silent he is not. 

hearings for Senator Marco Rubio, 
conducted research, and dialogued with 
politicians including Senator Mike Lee.

“Senator Lee’s mentorship and 
leadership demonstrated what it means 
to lead an office where every single 
individual is important and has a role 
that is meaningful,” Andrew says.

Andrew’s summer internships and 
experiences have also shaped his 
studies at Wheaton. He is pursuing an 
interdisciplinary major composed of 
coursework from the communication, 
biblical and theological studies, and 
human needs and global resources 
(HNGR) departments to investigate 
how love molds interactions across all 
spectrums and all borders. 

His Lebanese heritage has helped him 
understand the importance of letting 
love shape the words we speak. 

“Often the ways in which we talk 
about people from different countries, 
who speak a different language or 
worship in a different way, allows us to 
treat them differently than how Jesus 
calls us to treat them,” he says.

Along with pursing peaceful 
interactions to catalyze change, Andrew 
has been involved with several campus 
events to broaden cultural awareness, 
including a film screening and 
discussion of From the Eyes of Hope, 
featuring Israeli and Palestinian voices 
of forgiveness. He has been encouraged 
by the network of people willing to 
engage in conversations about peace and 
reconciliation. He’s also been shaped by 

or Student Government President 
Andrew Shadid ’15, a family vacation to 
Bethlehem sparked an enduring interest 
that has drawn him back to the Middle 
East and to the steps of Capitol Hill.

Now planning his sixth return trip 
to the Middle East, Andrew continues 
to unpack the significance of his time 
abroad, which included a formative four-
month internship in Bethlehem with an 
organization called Holy Land Trust in 
the summer of 2012. 

“While there I was researching the 
role of forgiveness, and what communal 
forgiveness looks like in areas of 
totalitarian conflict,” he says.

Through his research, Andrew met 
courageous people who have lent 
meaning to Christ’s instruction to love 
our enemies. “I got to know inspiring 
individuals who are putting their lives 
on the line as peacemakers—Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, you name it,” he says. 

He also came home burdened for the 
Holy Land after witnessing the hatred, 
terrible injustice, broken relationships, and 
lack of forgiveness that plague the region.

Upon returning, he wrote, “There is 
no way that I can go back to my normal 
western life after experiencing what  
I did in Palestine and Israel. If I claim to 
be a follower of Christ, which I do,  
I must speak as a peacemaker. Silence is 
not an option.” 

To learn more about the means to 
reconciliation, Andrew interned in 
the Congressional Fellows Program 
last summer. He attended U.S. Senate 

by Angelo Campos ’12

Borderless LoveDiversity Matters
Travels to the Middle East and mentorship from a U.S. Senator have 
furthered this junior’s interests in diplomacy and reconciliation.    

Andrew Shadid ’15
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c
The group’s 14 business visits ranged 

from the Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
and multinational corporations such as 
Pick n Pay and Damco/Maersk to sellers of 
dried fish and cooking oil in rural Ghana 
and Malawi, funded by microfinance loans 
from Opportunity International. Eight 
political visits included South Africa’s 
parliament and the Apartheid Museum, 
as well as a meeting with Susan Banda, 
daughter of Malawi president Joyce Banda, 
to discuss her nation’s infrastructure efforts.

The highlight of the trip was a small-
group discussion in Cape Town with  
de Klerk about South Africa’s movement 
from apartheid to democracy and the 
former president’s personal thoughts 
on what Dr. Norton calls “an absolute 
marquee moment in world history.”

“He was very generous to spend a 
considerable amount of time talking 
privately to us about South African politics, 
the effects of international policy, and 
the role of faith in his work,” says Julia 

to meet political and business leaders in 
Europe in 2010, Latin America in 2011, 
China in 2012, and Africa in 2013. 

“The scope of enterprise was nearly 
unimaginable, as was the students’ 
contact with strategic leaders and historic 
figures,” says Dr. Seth Norton, director 
of the Hastert Center and professor of 
political economy. “This was truly the 
opportunity of a lifetime for all students 
and faculty involved.” 

Initially funded by a foundation, the 
ISI program will require new funding in 
order to send the next group of students 
abroad in 2015. 

Last summer’s trip began with three 
weeks of on-campus coursework. The  
10 students and five faculty members 
then spent the month of June traveling 
South Africa, Malawi, and Ghana in 
order to observe the interaction of 
business, economics, and politics in 
sub-Saharan Africa and how these forces 
impact human well-being.

by Jeremy Weber ’05

Rubbing Shoulders with Global Leaders
One program has taken students to Europe, Latin America, China, and Africa to witness the 
results of government policies and to meet strategic political and business leaders.

FAR LEFT: ISI students take 

in history at the Freedom 

Charter memorial in 

Kliptown, South Africa.  

LEFT: Rachel (Pepper) 

Gross ’15 operates a 

pump at a borehole 

water project in Ghana 

with Dr. Annette Tomal, 

associate professor of 

business and 

economics. 

RIGHT: Students spent an 

hour with F. W. de Klerk, 

former president of 

South Africa (front, 

center).
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WHEATONin the world

arl Larsen ’14 was running on the 
treadmill at his gym when the breaking 
news flashed across the TV: Nelson 
Mandela had died.

“I don’t think there’s been a major 
news event other than 9/11 that I felt as 
intimately connected to as I did when  
I heard Mandela had died,” he says.

Six months earlier, the economics 
major had been in South Africa the week 
the world leader was first hospitalized. He 
visited Mandela’s home and prison cell, 
and even spent an hour with F. W.  
de Klerk, the last white president of 
South Africa, who shared the 1993 Nobel 
Peace Prize with Mandela, the nation’s 
first black president, for working to end 
the apartheid system of racial segregation.

Carl was one of 10 students who 
participated in last year’s Iron Sharpens 
Iron (ISI) program, sponsored by the  
J. Dennis Hastert Center for Economics, 
Government, and Public Policy. The 
program, conceived and designed by  
Dr. Dorothy Chappell, dean of natural 
and social sciences, has taken students 
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to successfully launching careers. 
At the close of each trip, students were 

required to write a research paper and present 
their research to Wheaton faculty and 
administrators, as well as  former Speaker  
of the U.S. House of Representatives  
Dennis Hastert. 

Carl says of the entire ISI experience, 
“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime trip that captures 
so many critical qualities of the Wheaton 
experience: integration of faith and learning, 
exposure to faculty, interdisciplinary studies, 
and interaction with different cultures.” 

Such experiential learning also 
influences both teaching and scholarship 
for participating professors. Dr. Annette 
Tomal, associate professor of business 
and economics, went on all four trips 
and often uses her experiences to 
illustrate classroom concepts. In Africa, 
rural microfinance visits followed by 
discussions about infrastructure with 
urban government officials helped 
highlight the economic complexities. 

“I saw firsthand how there is no one 
solution to poverty and economic 
development,” she says.

She and Dr. Norton have also since co-
written several research papers exploring 
factors that affect female education 
levels and the education gender gap on 
an international level, drawing on the 
stories and experiences of women in the 
different countries they visited.

Like the trip to Africa, previous trips 
incorporated political and cultural 
high points as well as a host of business 
and factory tours. While in Europe, 
students met with President Gjorge 
Ivanov in his Macedonian home, and 
the China trip included a visit to the 
Korean DMZ (demilitarized zone). In 
Peru, students experienced the entire 
textile manufacturing process from 
cotton bales all the way to the clothes 
produced for popular brands. Many of 
these previous students report that ISI 
experiences helped them do everything 
from narrowing their fields of interest  
and securing job interviews and offers,  

Wittrock ’15, a business/economics 
major. “It was fascinating to hear his 
personal insights about working with 
other world leaders. He mentioned that 
the leaders who influenced him most 
were those like Margaret Thatcher, who 
chose a path of constructive engagement 
rather than sanctions.”  

Such “firsthand information about 
political leadership,” as Julia describes 
it, highlights what experiential learning 
programs like ISI can offer Wheaton 
students.
“The students can read the books 

and study the charts, but without field 
exposure, I don’t think they could fully 
appreciate the impact of the colonial era 
and the slave trade,” says Dr. Norton.

“It’s one thing to read that South Africa 
is the second-most unequal country in 
the world,” says Carl. “But then to go 
and see the slums, poverty, and other 
legacies of apartheid ourselves made the 
in-class lessons so much more powerful 
and tangible. In the social sciences, this is 
the closest thing we have to a laboratory. 
It’s a chance to test theories in real life.”

Travis Tos ’15, an economics major, 
offers microfinance as an example. 
Though he understands that the system 
is not without problems, he says, “Being 
able to go talk to people whose lives 
were being changed by microlending—
women finally making an income for 
themselves to spend on nutrition  
and education for their children—was 
really inspirational.” 

The group’s 14 business visits ranged 
from the Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
and multinational corporations such as 
Pick n Pay and Damco/Maersk to sellers of 
dried fish and cooking oil in rural Ghana 
and Malawi, funded by microfinance loans 
from Opportunity International. Eight 
political visits included South Africa’s 
parliament and the Apartheid Museum, 
as well as a meeting with Susan Banda, 
daughter of Malawi president Joyce Banda, 
to discuss her nation’s infrastructure efforts.

The highlight of the trip was a small-
group discussion in Cape Town with  
de Klerk about South Africa’s movement 
from apartheid to democracy and the 
former president’s personal thoughts 
on what Dr. Norton calls “an absolute 
marquee moment in world history.”

“He was very generous to spend a 
considerable amount of time talking 
privately to us about South African politics, 
the effects of international policy, and 
the role of faith in his work,” says Julia 

FAR LEFT: ISI students take 

in history at the Freedom 

Charter memorial in 

Kliptown, South Africa.  

LEFT: Rachel (Pepper) 

Gross ’15 operates a 

pump at a borehole 

water project in Ghana 

with Dr. Annette Tomal, 

associate professor of 

business and 

economics. 

RIGHT: Students spent an 

hour with F. W. de Klerk, 

former president of 

South Africa (front, 

center).

GOING PLACES  

Like ISI trips in previous years, the ISI Africa trip has 
equipped students for new career opportunities: 

 Tyler Garrett ’16, an international relations 
and economics double major, returned to Africa this 
semester to intern with the U.S. State Department in 
Mozambique, and will intern in Dennis Hastert’s law 
office in Washington, D.C., this summer.

 Carl Larsen ’14 secured a leadership-track 
job with Boeing in Seattle. “The ISI experience helped 
me see how business strategy differs from country to 
country based on cultural differences,” he says. 

 A site visit at Maersk confirmed Julia 
Wittrock’s ’15 interest in logistics. She will  
spend this summer interning at Polaris in Minnesota, 
where she hopes to learn more about supply  
chain management. 

 Travis Tos ’15 will intern at the Chicago  
Mercantile Exchange, the world’s largest commodities 
exchange, this summer. Visiting the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange gave him a global perspective. “The 
CME isn’t just American, or even North American or 
Western hemisphere,” he says. “As Christians, we’re 
supposed to impact the world. One way to do that is 
through organizations that have ties to the rest of the 
world.”
 
LEFT TO RIGHT:  Tyler Garrett, Carl Larsen, Julia Wittrock, 
Travis Tos.
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Philip G. Ryken ’88, President

PRESIDENT'S perspective

“We value a Wheaton 

education for its intrinsic 

worth. Our students 

and faculty are called 

to pursue learning out 

of love for Jesus Christ 

and the world that he 

has made.”

“dad, I hate to admit it, but this is the second time this week that my liberal arts education  
has really paid off.”

My favorite Wheaton College junior—who tries not to believe all the hype about the 
school where his father is the president—recently went on to explain how the writing 
skills he cultivated freshman year helped him get an A on his research proposal for geology. 
Earlier in the week he sent me a text about how reading Plato’s Republic with Dr. Talbot 
in Introduction to Philosophy laid the foundation for understanding political theory in his 
political science courses with Dr. McGraw and Dr. Hawkins. 

Hopefully, a lot of other Wheaton students are having similar experiences.  
The Christian community has a long history of engagement with the liberal arts. In the 

early centuries of the church—in places like Antioch and Alexandria—Christians who 
admired the Greek tradition of liberal education taught their young people mathematics 
and philosophy as well as Bible and theology. These early Christians wanted to learn  
as much as they could about the world and sought to integrate learning with faith, seeing 
every branch of learning as an opportunity to know Jesus Christ as Creator-God and 
Savior-Lord.

The tradition of Christian liberal arts education, which survived the Middle Ages and 
gathered strength through the Reformation, has exercised a wide influence on higher 
education in the United States. Most of our nation’s liberal arts colleges were founded  
on distinctively Christian principles. 

That legacy is now being squandered—not only spiritually, but also intellectually. 
According to one recent report, since 1980, the number of distinctively liberal arts colleges 
in America has declined from 210 to 130. Today many prospective students (and their 
parents) value a college degree primarily as a job credential. They are more interested in 
earning a mere livelihood than in pursuing the kind of meaningful life a rigorous and 
capacious course in the liberal arts is designed to give.

Wheaton College continues to believe in the value of a Christ-centered, liberal arts 
education. Our curriculum offers many practical benefits that graduates will reap over a 
lifetime of kingdom service and gospel witness: 

 communication, effective writing, and innovative, collaborative problem solving;

 of our alumni go to receive the more specialized training of a professional education;

 of callings over a lifetime of work and ministry, including service in jobs that have yet to  
 be created; and

 provide exceptional leadership “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
We also value a Wheaton education for its intrinsic worth. Our students and faculty 

are called to pursue learning out of love for Jesus Christ and the world that he has made. 
Believing that all truth is God’s truth, we seek to cultivate curiosity about creation, a love 
for great books, an appetite for truth and beauty, a lifelong passion for the life of the  
mind, the capacity to communicate the gospel across cultures, and spiritual and intellectual 
virtues that promote wisdom.

By God’s grace, this kind of education still happens at Wheaton College. Just ask my 
favorite junior.

141833_56-65.indd   64 3/22/14   2:40 AM



®

FOR WHEATON’S FUTURE. FOR YOUR NOW.

Ask us about life income gifts
!"#$$"%&%"''$()|)*+,-"./01@2340-51"467)|)2340-51"467/*+,-./01

Through a Wheaton College life 
income gift you can:

Meyer Science Center Anatomy & Physiology Lab

WHEATON .EDU /ALUMN I

 ad, I hate to admit it, but this is the second time this week that my liberal arts education 
has really paid off.”

My favorite Wheaton College junior—who tries not to believe all the hype about the 
school where his father is the president—recently went on to explain how the writing 
skills he cultivated freshman year helped him get an A on his research proposal for geology. 
Earlier in the week he sent me a text about how reading Plato’s Republic with Dr. Talbot 
in Introduction to Philosophy laid the foundation for understanding political theory in his 
political science courses with Dr. McGraw and Dr. Hawkins. 

Hopefully, a lot of other Wheaton students are having similar experiences.  
The Christian community has a long history of engagement with the liberal arts. In the 

early centuries of the church—in places like Antioch and Alexandria—Christians who 
admired the Greek tradition of liberal education taught their young people mathematics 
and philosophy as well as Bible and theology. These early Christians wanted to learn 
as much as they could about the world and sought to integrate learning with faith, seeing 
every branch of learning as an opportunity to know Jesus Christ as Creator-God and 
Savior-Lord.

The tradition of Christian liberal arts education, which survived the Middle Ages and 
gathered strength through the Reformation, has exercised a wide infl uence on higher 
education in the United States. Most of our nation’s liberal arts colleges were founded 
on distinctively Christian principles. 

That legacy is now being squandered—not only spiritually, but also intellectually. 
According to one recent report, since 1980, the number of distinctively liberal arts colleges 
in America has declined from 210 to 130. Today many prospective students (and their 
parents) value a college degree primarily as a job credential. They are more interested in 
earning a mere livelihood than in pursuing the kind of meaningful life a rigorous and 
capacious course in the liberal arts is designed to give.

Wheaton College continues to believe in the value of a Christ-centered, liberal arts 
education. Our curriculum offers many practical benefi ts that graduates will reap over a 
lifetime of kingdom service and gospel witness: 

 communication, effective writing, and innovative, collaborative problem solving;

 of our alumni go to receive the more specialized training of a professional education;

 of callings over a lifetime of work and ministry, including service in jobs that have yet to  
 be created; and

 provide exceptional leadership “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
We also value a Wheaton education for its intrinsic worth. Our students and faculty 

are called to pursue learning out of love for Jesus Christ and the world that he has made. 
Believing that all truth is God’s truth, we seek to cultivate curiosity about creation, a love 
for great books, an appetite for truth and beauty, a lifelong passion for the life of the 
mind, the capacity to communicate the gospel across cultures, and spiritual and intellectual 
virtues that promote wisdom.

By God’s grace, this kind of education still happens at Wheaton College. Just ask my 
favorite junior.
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Art of Intentionality

“Pigweed from nearby the Swing Set”

Plant residue and dirt on Rives BFK 11" x 9"

by Matt Drissell ’01

The landscape of Sioux Center, Iowa, 

where Matt Drissell ’01 teaches art at 

Dordt College, has been transformed by 

industrial agriculture. Former prairies now 

accommodate corn, soybeans, and 

confined animal feeding operations.  

In this hub of commercial farming, Matt 

and his family grow much of their own 

food—spinach, chard, snow peas,  

and the like. The methodical efforts of 

old-fashioned husbandry, such as  

pulling weeds by hand, remind Matt of 

printmaking, which is also slow, 

deliberate work. Matt’s weed prints series, 

made in 2012, marries the two processes, 

speaking to a desire for intentionality in  

a frantic, mechanized world.

Through his art, Matt aims to stretch his 

students’ understanding. He learned to 

love teaching while working with high 

school students through the National City 

Ministries Program (now Global Urban 

Perspectives) during the summer before 

his senior year at Wheaton. Matt earned 

an M.F.A. in painting from the New York 

Academy of Art. He and his wife,  

Becky ’01, both teachers, have three 

children whom they unschool.

Family, students, and the surrounding 

world inspire Matt’s work. “I firmly believe 

in Wheaton’s unofficial motto: All truth is 

God’s truth,” he says. “I believe that  

as Christians, we can encounter the 

world with our eyes open, continually 

discovering more about God’s intentions, 

understanding humanity’s brokenness, 

and seeing how Christ’s love can set 

things right.”
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