
S P R I N G  2 0 1 3

WHEATON

For the  
Short Term
Rethink and reform the short-term  
mission experience.
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“Homage to an Old Man” by Robby 

Sawyer ’14 is painted in oils on 

Plexiglass, which not only reflects light 

but also mirrors an image of the viewer. 

Strong colors such as cadmium yellow, 

cadmium red, raw umber, and burnt 

umber add depth and a golden cast to 

the picture of a homeless old man. 

Robby was one of three students who 

earned the purchase prize at the annual 

Nonward & Upward Show, a juried 

student exhibition sponsored by 

Wheaton’s Art Department and the Dick 

Blick Art Store in Wheaton, Illinois.  

All three pieces were also awarded the 

President’s Award for Excellence in Art, 

a new award created by President  

Philip Ryken ’88, and will become part 

of Wheaton College’s permanent  

art collection. (To learn more, turn to 

page 8.) 

In addition to the purchase prize, Robby 

won Best in Show. Majoring in studio  

art with a focus in drawing and 

printmaking, Robby hopes to pursue  

a master of fine arts in art education and 

eventually teach at the college level. 
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Cover photo: Blake Williamson ’09, Larissa Smith ’09, and 
Abby Hart ’09 head out in the morning to dig ditches in  
San Ramón, Honduras, a small coffee farming community not 
too far from Nicaragua. Since 1982, students have participated 
in the Honduras Project, raising money for gravity-fed water 
systems in remote mountain villages, and joining the village  
to share in the labor for one week. On this particular trip, 
twenty-two students and two faculty members helped dig the 
ditches for the system’s pipes, which go from a spring above 
the village to each home. Photo by Abigail Mitchell ’12

Inside photos: Les Barker, (above, left [Jonathan Edward’s 
signature on a letter on exhibit in the Wheaton College Archives 
and Special Collections, courtesy of Brian ’73 and Sally Phillips 
Oxley ’74] ) and p. 2; Michael Hudson ’89, (above, center) and 
pp. 3, 8, 11-13, 18-19, 31, 55, 59-61, and 64; Honduras 
Project (above, right); DuPage Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management, p. 17; Josh Okerman ’07, p. 23;  
the Honduras Project, p. 26; David Johnson, p. 47.  

Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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Musicians in the Making 
Wheaton’s Community School of the Arts 

develops young artists, offering grant-funded 

early-childhood music classes and violin 

lessons to many students.  

The Next Disaster.  
Are You Ready?
Wheaton’s Humanitarian Disaster Institute, 

founded just two years ago, engages  

students, professors, and the global church  

in disaster research, preparedness,  

and response. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Nashville Dream Tour
A group of 11 students gain music industry 

insights that run the gamut—from performance 

and production to writing and business.

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

Need Career Advice? Got 
Advice To Give? 
Networking just got easier thanks to 

Wheaton’s new online networking tool, now 

available for 2003-2012 graduates, and  

soon available to all alumni.

by Jessica Bernthal

Your Must-Read for Short-Term 
Missions
A new book by Dr. Brian Howell, associate 

professor of anthropology, offers  

ideas for improving short-term missions trips.  

by Jeremy Weber ’05

#embracingthesecondhalfoflife
Five alumni find joy and meaning as they serve in 

new ways after retiring from their first careers.

by Jennifer Grant ’89
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chiseled in stone above the doors to the main building of a premier 

university are these words: “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall 

make you free.” What might this statement mean to the thousands of 

daily passersby? Is it a call toward worthwhile academic pursuits, an 

inspirational goal, or just a sentiment to live by? Or would passersby 

know that these were Jesus’ words, as he spoke promises to those 

who believed in him and continued in his word (John 8:32)?

Chiseled in the cornerstone of Blanchard Hall, Wheaton’s main 

building, are the words “For Christ and His Kingdom.” Passersby who 

know something about Wheaton likely recognize this as the expression 

of the College’s ongoing mission, vision, and identity. 

Every Wheaton magazine demonstrates this commitment to the 

integration of faith and learning. In this issue is an article (p. 6) about 

an on-campus exhibit displaying original letters written by Jonathan 

Edwards (1703-1758), the noted philosopher-theologian and prominent 

figure of the Great Awakening.1 Edwards had a brilliant mind, entering 

Yale in 1716 when he was not yet thirteen and graduating four years 

later as valedictorian. For a short while before his death, he was 

president of Princeton University. “Truth, in the general,” he wrote, 

“may be defined after the most strict and metaphysical manner: ‘the 

consistency and agreement of our ideas with the ideas of God.’” 2

Moving from the topic of truth in the 18th century to that in the 21st, 

read a Chapel address by Wheaton alumnus Todd Komarnicki ’87,  

an acclaimed novelist, producer, and director of film and television  

(pp. 58-59):

Remember [God’s] promises. They’ve outlived every generation 

and they still clap out like thunder with their truth. . . . If we dare to 

believe Romans 8:28, “All things lead together for good to those  

that love God”; 1 John 4:18, “There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love drives out fear”; and Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can 

be against us?”—then we are free. 

Passersby might look at what has been revealed yet not see it—or 

even reject it. “What is truth?” Pilate asked when Truth incarnate stood 

before him. Judging and dismissing Jesus, he passed him by, in the 

end choosing bondage over freedom. 

Whether emblazoned across the façade of a building or etched into 

our hearts and minds, ultimate truth cannot be known apart from the 

Lord Jesus Christ, through the work of the Spirit and the Word in  

our lives. Trusting in his promises frees us to serve. And serving Christ 

and his kingdom is not for mere passersby.

1 Editor’s note: Find information 

on Jonathan Edwards’ thought 

and ministry in the several books 

written or coedited by Wheaton 

alumnus Douglas A. Sweeney 

’87, chair and professor of 

church history and the history of 

Christian thought, and director 

of the Jonathan Edwards Center, 

at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 

School. Forthcoming from Oxford 

University Press is another of his 

books that deals with Edwards’ 

view of the relationship between 

reason and revelation: Edwards 

the Exegete: Biblical Interpretation 

and Anglo-Protestant Culture on 

the Edge of the Enlightenment.

2 Jonathan Edwards, “The Mind,” 

in The Works of Jonathan Edwards, 

vol. 6, Scientific and Philosophical 

Writings, ed. Wallace E. Anderson 

(New Haven: Yale University Press, 

1980, 341-42). 
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Thanks, Coach Lederhouse
Reading the “His & Hers” article about 

Jon ’74 and Jill Nerhus Lederhouse ’75 

brought back some great memories. I 

was privileged to be part of Jon’s first team 

in the fall of 1976. I had no competitive 

swimming experience, but thanks to 

Jon’s gracious and encouraging spirit, I 

was a member of the swim team for all of 

my years at Wheaton. I will never forget 

the day in late October 1976 when Jon 

stopped the workout and had me swim a 

100 breaststroke time trial with the entire 

team cheering me on. I had been struggling 

for two months to make it through the 

workouts, but from that point on I was 

hooked! Jon ignited in me a passion 

for competitive swimming that I am still 

pursuing. More importantly, his sincere 

interest and encouragement helped my 

personal development immensely. I will 

always be grateful to Jon for the impact he 

had on my life. 

Peter J. Allen ’80

Neenah, Wisconsin

A Lifetime in the Liberal Arts
After reading about Wheaton’s Strategic 

Priorities and specifically the goal to 

“Promote Liberal Arts Excellence” in the 

last issue, my mind went back to my first 

semester at Wheaton in the autumn of 

1972. I was sitting in Dr. Arthur Holmes’ 

Introduction to Philosophy class, thinking, 

What in the world am I doing here? I had 

been raised in a small blue-collar town and 

had little exposure to the arts, philosophy, or 

music and was already beginning to wonder 

about the wisdom of this education.

Dr. Holmes leaned over his podium on that 

first day. He stared at us intently and spoke 

slowly, deliberately, as if he were reading my 

mind. The words he said I will never forget. 

“The question is not what you will do with 

philosophy. The question is what philosophy will 

do with you. You will not be the same person.” 

I left that class holding those words in my 

mind to this day, knowing that they spoke 

not just to the value of that particular topic, 

but to the value of the liberal arts education. 

I thought of these words often while taking 

classes in art, music, science, and foreign 

language while at Wheaton. 

Wheaton’s commitment to a liberal arts 

education exposed me to topics and ideas 

I never knew existed at that point in my life. 

In our present age of specialization, I am 

certain that the value of a liberal arts 

education is even greater than it was on that 

autumn day in 1972. I am thankful for 

Wheaton’s giving me such a broad view of 

life through its liberal arts commitment—and 

particularly from faculty so committed to 

educating their students.

Mike Stracco ’76

St. Charles, Illinois

The Day I Met Billy Graham
I enjoyed the article and the ISAE’s plan to 

detail the life and legacy of Billy Graham ’43, 

Litt.D. ’56. During my time at Wheaton, Dr. 

Graham visited campus several times. I had 

one personal encounter, and it makes evident 

the kind of person Billy is.

When the Billy Graham Center opened, there 

was a day of events planned. One event was a 

reception in the lobby. I was on the service 

crew, and just as the event was beginning, the 

manager noticed something was overlooked. 

He asked me to return to the kitchen to pick it 

up. 

While I was gone, Billy arrived. He passed by 

the guests in the room, walked to the buffet, 

and shook hands with each food service 

employee, thanking everyone. 

As I returned, I casually eased behind a 

buffet table and caught a glimpse of Billy from 

Dr. Arthur Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52

Dr. Arthur Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52
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about 15 feet away. As the reception came to a

close, he surveyed the room and announced 

they were about to move to Barrows 

Auditorium. He glanced over at me with a 

puzzled look on his face, then broke out in a 

wide grin and walked over, offering his hand to 

me. “Good morning, I’m Billy Graham. Thanks 

for helping us out today,” he said. 

His accessible and caring demeanor is not 

simply a Southern quality or an affectation from 

years of ministry. He has a genuine desire to 

meet and share with everyone, and his 

message has been constant. 

Marshall True ’80

Omaha, Nebraska

Margie Bowers, Remembered
Thank you so much for the lovely piece about

my sister Margie in the winter 2013 issue. After 

so many years it does still speak to one’s heart, 

to one’s need. It is good to know that Margie 

is remembered, remembered beyond her 

family, remembered in the way that you have 

presented her. She was indeed someone very 

special. Thank you for what you have done.

Paul Bowers M.A. ’65

Charlotte, North Carolina

Thank you for remembering my sister Margie

and for caring. My mother often worried 

that after she died no one would remember 

Margie. You have proved her wrong. 

Robert Bowers ’61

Wellsboro, Pennsylvania

I appreciated your editorial letter in the last

Wheaton. I worked with Margie Bowers ’75 

at Moody Press in 1977. While the staff of 

Moody Press received phone calls over that 

weekend to tell us of her murder, it was still 

a shock to see her face on the front of every 

newspaper as we went to work on Monday. 

We gathered for our department devotions 

that morning and shared our thoughts and 

feelings. We remembered how she had been 

planning to go to Africa as a missionary. 

We remembered her laugh, her sunny 

disposition, and her love for the Lord’s work. 

All these years later, it brings such 

sadness to my heart to think of what 

happened to Margie.

Lynn Ekblad Stolar M.A. ’82

Cary, Illinois

Grateful for Dr. Chappell
Thank you for sharing Mollie Trager’s ’13 story

and the hope and compassion poured out in 

the midst of the sorrows and loss in her family. 

As I was facing graduation and the “end” 

of Wheaton in 1984, I felt it was also the 

“end” of my Christian life. I was making 

preparations to go back home to my 

nonbelieving family. 

Dr. Dorothy Chappell Hon [dean of natural

and social sciences; professor of biology] 

offered her own home and, eventually, her 

help in finding a teaching position. It was in 

her that I saw the Christian life lived out day 

to day. only God knows all of the details of 

Dot Chappell’s life and how he has used her 

to give the love of Christ and glorify himself. 

Those years would change my course 

forever. Thank you, Dr. Chappell. Thank you, 

Wheaton College, for care in community!

Pam Clark Garringer ’84

Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin

There’s More to Learn
and Do 
I read Dr. Gene Green’s article, “on native

Soil,” in the recent Wheaton magazine. 

The article mentions some native history 

beginning in the early 1800s and several 

statements by Jonathan Blanchard in 

respect to Indians. Although my examination 

of Wheaton’s formal involvement with 

Indians is limited, I would suggest that the 

institution has been more that of observer 

than supporter of Indian interests. I’m 

certain the school has had individuals 

interested in native affairs over the years, but 

until this article, Wheaton appears to have 

given little attention to natives. 

What I have learned to see in the past 

nearly 20 years is the tremendous impact of 

natives on this hemisphere and that I and 

most everyone around me has much more to 

learn. I hope Wheaton will address Indians 

with a better set of responses than much of 

the past 500 years have offered. 

Dave Abrahamson ’65

Surrey, British Columbia, Canada

A Lifesaving Connection
Bravo to the Alumni Association for selecting

Dr. William C. Wood to receive the 2012 

Distinguished Service to Society Award! 

When I was diagnosed with breast cancer at 

age 28, I phoned a fellow Wheatie who was 

doing his medical residency at Emory. I made 

that call on a Friday, and on Monday I found 

myself face-to-face with Dr. Wood. He took 

a special interest in me, not just because of 

our Wheaton connection, but because he truly 

cares for his patients. His compassion put 

me at ease, and I knew that I was in the best 

hands possible. Eight and a half years later, I 

remain cancer-free. Dr. Wood helped save my 

life; I thank God for him every day.

Deborah Singer Stuart ’98

Fayetteville, Arkansas

Margie Bowers ’75
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your

letters and e-mails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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Wheaton Hosts Artist-in-Residence Caroline Goulding
interested in native affairs over the years, but

until this article, Wheaton appears to have 

given little attention to natives. 

What I have learned to see in the past 

nearly 20 years is the tremendous impact of 

natives on this hemisphere and that I and 
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doing his medical residency at Emory. I made 
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myself face-to-face with Dr. Wood. He took 

a special interest in me, not just because of 

our Wheaton connection, but because he truly 

cares for his patients. His compassion put 
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Deborah Singer Stuart ’98

Fayetteville, Arkansas

The 2013-14 Artist Series Season
“The Wheaton College Artist Series exists 
to attract, inspire, and engage the next 
generation of arts lovers,” says Artist Series 
General Manager Dr. Tony Payne ’79. “We 
draw artists who possess youthful energy and 
whose careers model excellence and appeal 
to diverse audiences.” 

Violinist Caroline Goulding spent a
week as an artist-in-residence with the 
Artist Series in November 2012. Already 
a seasoned soloist at just 19 years old, 
Goulding performed works by Beethoven 
and Mendelssohn with the Camerata 
Chicago chamber orchestra, taught master 
classes, answered students’ questions 
over meals at Anderson Commons, and 
worked with the young musicians of the 
Community School of the Arts’ Vivaldi 
Strings ensemble.

Goulding relished the chance to 

immerse herself in a different community 
from her home base at the New England 
Conservatory. “I don’t do this all the time. 
I usually just go in, perform, and leave. It’s 
really nice to have this kind of community 
spirit. The entire community seems so 
involved with the arts, which is really 
refreshing for me to see as a musician.”

Goulding, who has performed with some  
of North America’s premier orchestras in 
storied venues such as Carnegie Hall, says she 
drew inspiration from meeting and playing 
music with Wheaton’s Conservatory students. 

September 21
Fischoff Competition Gold Medalists

September 27
Ballet Quad Cities

October 26
Harlem Gospel Choir

November 22
Spanish Brass

January 25
Red Priest

March 1 
VocalEssence with the Wheaton 
College Concert Choir

March 22
Kremlin Chamber Orchestra

All dates are subject to change. Please contact 
the Artist Series 630.752.5010.

WHEATON news
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The Fischoff 

Competition Gold 

Medalists will present a 

special non-subscription 

concert in the Billy 

Graham Center’s 

Barrows Auditorium. 

All other performances 

will take place in Edman 

Chapel. For more 

information or to order 

tickets, call the Ticket 

and Information Office 

at 630.752.5010. Online 

orders may be placed at 

ArtistSeries.org.

All dates
the Artist
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New Archives Exhibit:  
Letters of Jonathan Edwards
The Wheaton College Archives & Special 

Collections of Buswell Memorial Library 

has mounted a new exhibit titled “Jonathan 

Edwards: Puritan, Preacher, Philosopher.”

The exhibit is based on a collection of 16 

letters related to Jonathan Edwards, noted 

theologian and prominent f igure of the 

Great Awakening.

These original letters were writ ten  

between 1752 and 1756. They were 

previously held by the Rhode Is land 

Historical Society. The exhibit, placed on 

deposit at the Wheaton College Special 

Collections through the generosity of Brian 

’73 and Sally Phil l ips Oxley ’74, is on display 

through May 2013.

The Wheaton College Archives & Special 

Collections is located on the third f loor of 

the Bil ly Graham Center, at 500 College 

Avenue in Wheaton, and is open 8 a.m. to  

7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and  

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For 

more information, call 630.752.5705.  

 

Wheaton Partners with 
Christianity Today for 
Practical Journalism Training
Wheaton’s new Journalism

Certificate has real-world experience
at its core. Launched in fall 2011, it was 
designed by Communication faculty in 
consultation with alumni journalists. 
Integral to the program is a close 
relationship with Christianity Today.

Tim Morgan, senior editor, global 
journalism at Christianity Today, serves
as the coordinator for the Journalism 
Certificate. Morgan has introduced 
new special topics courses such as 
Internet Journalism, a 400-level spring 
offering. He also works to connect 
students with internship opportunities 
in traditional print as well as online 
news media and broadcast. Allison 
Althoff ’11, associate online editor at 
Today’s Christian Woman, was added
this year as a program assistant to 
plan co-curricular events, support 
recruitment of students, and develop 
journalism resources for students.

Wheaton’s partnership with 
Christianity Today has opened doors
for journalism students, such as 
Andrew Thompson ’13, to gain 
practical experience as editorial 
interns with the magazine. During 
his internship, Thompson interviewed 
actor Kirk Cameron and hip-hop 
artist Lecrae for the magazine’s 
website and wrote a three-page news 
feature on Christian higher education 
in China and North Korea (“Teaching 
the Dragon”) for the September 2012 
issue of Christianity Today.

Thompson, who is graduating this
May, anticipates his next steps may 
include an internship with a national 
newspaper and, eventually, graduate 
school. “I have grown tremendously as 

a writer through my participation in 
the Journalism Certificate program,” he 
says. “My capacity, speed, and clarity of 
writing have significantly improved.”

According to Morgan, the Journalism 
Certificate makes graduating students 
more competitive in the job market 
by helping them to build a network 
of sources and a body of work. “The 
program has a strong credentialing 
function in that it requires significant 
academic and practitioner hours,” he 
says. “Most early career journalists will 
freelance, and part of credentialing in 
journalism is having a portfolio of work. 
The program helps students develop 
their portfolios.”

The next phase of growth for the 
Journalism Certificate began this year 
as Morgan aims to make it possible 
for any Wheaton student who feels 
called to journalism to fit the certificate 
requirements into their academic plan, 
regardless of major. “This program is 
truly meeting an academic need,” he 
says, “as well as our society’s needs for 
journalists who embrace biblical values 
and are passionate storytellers.”

WHEATON news

6    S P R I N G   2 0 1 3

E
n

g
r

a
v

E
d

 b
y

 r
. 

b
a

b
s

o
n

 &
 J

 a
n

d
r

E
w

s
; 

p
r

in
t 

b
y

 w
il

s
o

n
 &

 d
a

n
iE

ls
. 

Th
e

 h
is

To
r

y
 o

f 
C

o
n

n
e

C
Ti

C
u

T,
 f

r
o

m
 T

h
e

 f
ir

s
T 

s
e

TT
le

m
e

n
T 

o
f 

Th
e

 C
o

lo
n

y
 T

o
 T

h
e

 A
d

o
p

Ti
o

n
 o

f 
 

 
  

 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

Th
e

 p
r

e
s

e
n

T 
C

o
n

s
Ti

Tu
Ti

o
n

. 
n

E
w

 H
a

v
E

n
 C

t:
 d

u
r

r
iE

 a
n

d
 p

E
C

k
, 

18
55

.

On assignment in the Gaza Strip, 

2008. Tim Morgan, coordinator of 

Wheaton’s Journalism Certif icate 

program, recently completed 20 years 

at Christianity Today, where he serves 

as senior editor, global journalism,  

focusing on long-form journalism, 

opinion, and coverage of global issues.
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Evangelism Initiative Spreads to Other Campuses
Key leaders from 17 Christian colleges met at Dallas Baptist 
University last October for the Evangelism Initiative 2012, hosted  
by Wheaton College and EvanTell, an international evangelism training 
ministry. The Evangelism Initiative, a partnership between Wheaton 
College and the Billy Graham Center, focuses on cultivating an  
ethos of evangelism throughout the campus community, establishing 
student mentoring groups, and promoting faculty-student interaction 
on topics related to the integration of faith and learning.

According to Dr. Peter Walters, assistant director of the Evangelism 
Initiative, the vision for the Dallas gathering was to create momentum 
for equipping 1 million college students to share the gospel. “How  
is that possible?” he asks. “Each year, distinctively Christian liberal  

arts institutions like Wheaton graduate 50,000 students—50,000 
students over 20 years is 1 million college students. We believe that 
1 million college students passionate about sharing their faith can 
change a culture.”

The Dallas event brought together 53 presidents, provosts, deans, 
faculty members, student development personnel, and campus chaplains. 
Dr. Jerry Root, director of the Evangelism Initiative at Wheaton, was 
among the speakers who sought to inspire these leaders to be catalysts for 
the Evangelism Initiative on their campuses.

“Jerry talked about the hard lessons we’ve learned at Wheaton and the 
places where we have found some good traction as it relates to equipping 
students to be evangelists,” said Dr. Walters. “Much of the discussion 
revolved around obstacles to evangelism, methods and strategies for 
creating an ethos of evangelism on campuses, and discussion of what is 
needed going forward.”

Of the 17 colleges represented at the gathering, 12 indicated a desire to 
begin an evangelism committee on their campuses.

Interred on Wheaton’s campus in 
1859, the body of abolitionist James E. 
Burr rests in a grave north of the Student 
Services Building and northeast of 
Williston Hall. Its location, marked by 
a bronze plaque, was once the site of an 
eight-foot marble monument. The top 
half of the grave marker—an obelisk—
went missing after the monument was 
dismantled in 1929.

Last August, while trenching for an 
electrical line, a Facilities Management 
crew uncovered this long-lost piece. The 
top of the five-foot obelisk was partially 
protruding from the ground, about  
50 yards east of McCully Stadium on  
the path to the soccer field.

The crew did not realize what they had 
found until Bob Dresser, an instructional 
media technician at Wheaton, came 
across them hosing it down at the 
Physical Plant. Dresser recalled hearing 

College historian and professor emeritus 
Dr. David Maas ’62 speak on Burr’s 
legacy and the mystery of the lost 
obelisk. “When I saw it, I right away 
thought, ‘James Burr,’” he said. 

Dresser, who is a direct descendant 
of abolitionist Amos Dresser and has 
ties to Wheaton’s abolitionist president, 
Jonathan Blanchard, told the workers to 
send for David Malone M.A. ’92, head 
of Archives and Special Collections. 
Malone confirmed the find.

The obelisk’s front piece features an 
oak branch with nuts. The back features 
a scene of a broken Greek column. The 
latter came as a surprise to Malone. 
Previously there had been no record of 
what was on the back of the obelisk. 

All the known pieces of the 
monument are currently in the Special 
Collections Reading Room on the third 
floor of the Billy Graham Center.

Missing James Burr Obelisk Unearthed in McCully Field

 W H E A T O N     7

Summer workers (l to r) Gabriela Quiggle and Jeff 

Sommars ’12 helped College electrician Cesar Gomez 

unearth what they later learned was part of abolitionist 

James E. Burr’s gravestone.

Unti l this discovery, 

the etching on the 

back of the obelisk 

was not known.
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(l to r) Dr. Phil ip G. Ryken ’88 with the three winners of the purchase prize from 

the Nonword & Upword Show: Peter Thompson ’13, Robby Sawyer ’14, and 

Chentell Stir itz ’13. (artwork, l to r) “Mannequin No. 1,” “Time,” and “Homage to 

an Old Man.”

S t u d e n t  n e w S 

New Awards Highlight 
President’s Emphasis on 
the Arts 

The newly formed President’s Art 
Commission (PAC) awarded three 
students the first-ever President’s Awards 
for Excellence in Art this fall, following 
the annual Nonword & Upword Show, 
a juried student exhibition sponsored by 
Wheaton’s Art department and the Dick 
Blick Art Store in Wheaton. Running 
October 11 through November 3, the 
show featured 40 works from 31 students. 

Three PAC purchase prizes of $200 
went to Robby Sawyer ’14, Peter 
Thompson ’13, and Chentell Stiritz ’13, 
with the selected works becoming part 
of the College’s permanent collection. 
Created to help the College acquire art 
and place it in meaningful locations for 
all to appreciate, PAC consists of five 
members, contributing expertise from 
across the breadth of the arts. 

Peter Thompson’s “Mannequin No. 1”  
is part of a series in which he laid urban 
landscapes over pictures of mannequins. 

Majoring in studio art with an emphasis 
in photography, Peter hopes to teach 
photography and open his own studio 
after college. 

Chentell Stiritz’s “Time” is part of 
a series of stackable cups that, when 
arranged one way, creates an image of 
Chicago’s Wrigley Tower, and when 
reversed and rearranged creates magnified 
images of Wrigley’s clock. Majoring 
in community art and mission with an 
emphasis in ceramics and a certificate in 
urban studies, Chentell hopes to teach and 
be involved in her immediate community. 

To learn more about Robby Sawyer’s 
“Homage to an Old Man,” turn to the 
back cover. 

In addition to the purchase prizes, 
students were eligible for five show prizes. 
These prizes went to Robby Sawyer ’14, 
Best in Show; Kristine Morozink ’15, First 
Place; Hannah Mei Smith ’13, Second 
Place; Peter Thompson ’13 and Laura 
Ketchum ’13, Honorable Mention.

This year’s juror was Sun H. Choi, a 
Korean American artist who is president 
of the Chicago Korean American Artists 
Association.

Professor Apppointed 
to Serve on Scholarship 
Foundation Board

Dr. Stewart M. DeSoto ’88, associate 
professor of physics and astronomy, has 
been appointed by President Barack 
Obama and confirmed by the United 
States Senate to serve as a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Barry 
Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in 
Education Foundation. The Foundation, 
established by the U.S. Congress in 
1986, awards scholarships to exceptional 
students who intend to pursue careers in 
science, mathematics, and engineering. 
The 12-member board is comprised 
of academics with expertise in the 
sciences, the Secretary of Education, and 
several U.S. Senators (including John 
McCain). From 2011 to 2012, Dr. DeSoto 
served as a visiting scholar at the University 
of Chicago’s Department of Astronomy 
and Astrophysics. He has taught at 
Wheaton since 2003 and is a graduate of 
Wheaton’s science program himself with a 
B.S. in physics and mathematics.

F a c u lt y  n e w S
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Faculty Receive Promotions 
and/or Tenure
The following faculty promotion, tenure, 

and emeritus status actions were 

approved by the Board of Trustees on 

February 15, 2013. All are ef fective  

July 1, 2013.

Emeritus

Dr. Pattle P. T. Pun, M.A. ’85  Biology

Dr. Paul W. Robinson  HNGR

Dr. Terry R. Schwartz  Conservatory  

 of Music

Dr. Charles W. Weber ’67  History

Tenure

Dr. Richard C. Baybutt  Applied Health  

 Science

Dr. Robert C. Bishop  Physics

Dr. Tiffany Eberle Kriner  English

Ms. Nicole Mazzarella  English

Dr. Read Mercer Schuchardt   

 Communication

Dr. Tom Schwanda  Christian  

 Formation & Ministry

Promotion from Assistant Professor 

to Associate Professor and Tenure

Dr. Bryan T. McGraw Politics &  

 International Relations

Promotion from Assistant Professor 

to Associate Professor

Dr. Jonathan M. Eckert ’96  Education

Dr. Keith L. Johnson  Biblical &  

 Theological Studies

Dr. Henry H. Kim  Sociology &  

 Anthropology

Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt  Biblical &  

 Theological Studies

Dr. Miho Nonaka  English

Dr. Samuel Zadi  Foreign Languages

Promotion from Associate Professor 

to Professor

Dr. Christina Bieber Lake  English

Dr. Cynthia Neal Kimball  Psychology

Dr. William M. Struthers  Psychology

Dr. Karen Jobes was selected to join 

the Green Initiative because of her 

academic background, plus her desire 

to mentor Wheaton College students. 

Those involved in the research project 

are Michael Burnworth ’13, Jeremiah 

Coogan ’13, Meghan Gegner ’14, Brian 

Kelly ’13, Judy Kim ’15, Ethan Novak ’13, 

Ryan Spice ’13; and teaching assistant 

Jeremy Otten, a student in Wheaton’s 

Ph.D. in Biblical and Theological 

Studies program. 

This papyrus, titled “P39,” is similar to that  

being translated by Dr. Karen Jobes and her 

students majoring in ancient languages. (Used 

with permission of the Green Scholars Initiative.)  

Jobes’ Class Translates Papyrus from 
the Green Collection 
A team of ancient languages majors, guided by Gerald
F. Hawthorne Professor of New Testament Greek and 
Exegesis Dr. Karen Jobes, participated in a rare research 
opportunity this spring, translating a papyrus owned by 
the Green Collection, the world’s largest private collection 
of rare biblical texts and artifacts. Dr. Jobes’ students helped 
transcribe, translate, and identify the three- by six-inch 
document, then compare it to previous editions. Their 
findings will be submitted for publication in a volume 
published by Brill.

Meghan Gegner ’14, a double major in archaeology and 
ancient languages, says that working on the papyrus united 
her two areas of interest. “Texts are archaeological artifacts 
and not just words, which is something that we don’t tend to 
think much about in other language classes,” she says. “I am 
considering pursuing epigraphy (translation of inscriptions) 
in the future, and this is the closest I have been to actually 
trying out something similar.”

For Jeremiah Coogan ’13, whose triple-major is German, 
biblical studies, and ancient languages, the hands-on 
experience adds another dimension to his undergraduate 
preparation as he applies to graduate school. “The papyrus 
project with Dr. Jobes is an unbelievable opportunity 
for a young scholar, primarily in the way it is expanding 
my knowledge and understanding of how manuscript 
transmission works, which is so critical for textual criticism 
and also for our understanding of how the church received 
and interpreted Scripture,” he says. “Working with original 
papyri also makes me aware of how painstaking the work 
of the copyist was and of the ways in which errors might 
arise. Beyond that, I just love working with Greek, and this 
project is a really incredible way to do that.”

The papyrus came to Wheaton as part of the Green 
Scholars Initiative, which brings together young  
and established scholars to pioneer research on the Green 
Collection’s more than 40,000 rare biblical texts  
and artifacts. 

“Few people have a career path with as much in-line and 
in-depth Septuagint and Greek study as Dr. Jobes,” says 
Dr. Jerry Pattengale ’81, executive director of the Green 
Scholars Initiative. “Dr. Jobes is very highly regarded by her 
peers in the academic community; in fact, she was among 
the first scholars I contacted when we began this program. 

Professor Apppointed 
to Serve on Scholarship 
Foundation Board

Dr. Stewart M. DeSoto ’88, associate
professor of physics and astronomy, has 
been appointed by President Barack 
Obama and confirmed by the United 
States Senate to serve as a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Barry 
Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in 
Education Foundation. The Foundation, 
established by the U.S. Congress in 
1986, awards scholarships to exceptional 
students who intend to pursue careers in 
science, mathematics, and engineering. 
The 12-member board is comprised 
of academics with expertise in the 
sciences, the Secretary of Education, and 
several U.S. Senators (including John 
McCain). From 2011 to 2012, Dr. DeSoto 
served as a visiting scholar at the University 
of Chicago’s Department of Astronomy 
and Astrophysics. He has taught at 
Wheaton since 2003 and is a graduate of 
Wheaton’s science program himself with a 
B.S. in physics and mathematics.

 W H E A T O N     9

91533_02_11.indd  9 3/28/13  6:07 AM



From the Big Ten

Wheaton’s new 
head baseball 
coach combines 
Division I 
experience with 
faith-first priorities.

When Matt Husted was named the 
head coach of Wheaton’s baseball 
program in August 2012, it was the 
first head coaching post of his 17-year 
career. He’s used all of those years, 
however, to prepare for such a post. 

Matt says, “As an assistant coach,  
I’ve had the opportunity to be involved 
in all the aspects of running a college 
baseball program, from mentoring 
and disciplining student-athletes to 
handling budgets, organizing practices, 
and managing games.”  

Matt went to Texas Christian 
University (TCU) and then transferred 
to Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, 

By Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

where he earned his bachelor’s degree 
in mass communications. He recalls, 
“I was a walk-on at both TCU and 
Miami. I was a catcher, never a star, 
but playing college baseball was a 
passion of mine. I really wanted it and 
would not give up.”

After graduation, Matt considered 
sales jobs and other options but felt 
led to go into coaching. He took his 
first coaching job as an assistant at 
Grace College in Indiana. Earning just 
$500 a year, he worked as if it were 
a full-time job. Three years later, he 
decided to try Division I ball and took 
a volunteer coaching position at Ball 
State University, where he worked for 
four years. He took two more coaching 
positions before rejoining former Ball 
State head coach Rich Maloney in 
2008 to serve on Maloney’s staff at 
University of Michigan. 

“Being a grinder as a baseball player 
helped me through the process of my 
various coaching jobs,” says Matt. “The 
process was good for me. I don’t feel a 
sense of entitlement, and I think that is 
something that I try to pass on to our 
players.” 

Matt worked under coach Rich 
Maloney for nine years and calls him 
“a great mentor.” He feels blessed to 
have worked under a Christian boss 
on coaching staffs made up entirely of 
Christians. 

Though he interviewed for Division 
I coaching jobs, he says, “God just 
showed a different path.” 

He’s excited at the opportunities 
Wheaton presents not just to talk about 
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8 
Capital One  
Division III 
Academic  
All-Americans 

from Wheaton in the 2011-12  
school year. This number 
represents the most ever for 
Wheaton in the history of the 
prestigious program and the 
fourth-highest total for any 
Division III school in 2011-12 
behind only MIT (13), Johns 
Hopkins (11), and Washington 
University-St. Louis (9).

118 
points scored 

by the Wheaton women’s 
basketball team in a 118-78 
win versus North Central 
College on January 28, 2013. 
It marked a school record for 
points in a single game for the 
Thunder women’s basketball 
program.

2,582 
fans 

crowded into King Arena for 
a men’s basketball game 
on January 28, 2013, to 
witness Wheaton win a 71-69 
overtime victory against North 
Central. At near capacity, 
this was the second-largest 
regular-season crowd since 
King Arena became the home 
of Wheaton basketball  
in 2000-01.  

Thunder Recap

Football won a share of the CCIW 

Championship in 2012, marking Wheaton’s 

first conference championship in football 

since 2006. Wheaton was 8-2 for the year 

with a 6-1 CCIW record, as 13 players earned 

All-CCIW recognition. Wide receiver Mark 

Hiben ’15 earned Second Team All-American 

recognition and Brandon Dykstra ’14 earned 

Fourth Team honors. 

Women’s Soccer earned a place 

at the NCAA Division III Final Four for the 

second consecutive year, falling to Emory 

University in the National Semifinal. The 

women’s soccer program went 21-4-2 as 

Laura Karsten ’13 and Keri Shannon ’13 were 

joined by Leah DeMoss ’14 as All-American 

selections. 

Men’s Soccer posted an 18-4-3  

record this fall, winning the program’s 

second CCIW Championship in three years. 

Wheaton advanced to the NCAA Division III 

Sectional Final, its furthest advancement in 

the postseason since 2006. Adam Blackman 

’15 scored 12 goals with six assists, earning 

CCIW Player of the Year and Division III All-

American honors.

Women’s Tennis won its eighth 

consecutive CCIW Championship, and head 

coach Jane Nelson ’83 was honored as the 

2012 CCIW Coach of the Year. 

Men’s Cross Country competed 

at the NCAA Division III Championships for 

the second consecutive year, as Wheaton 

finished ninth this fall. Jake Waterman ’14 

was the top performer for the Thunder at 

Nationals, finishing in 22nd place. His twin 

brother, James ’14, finished 31st, and both 

earned All-American recognition.

Women’s Volleyball head coach 

Jennifer King Soderquist ’77 announced her 

retirement in February after 27 seasons at 

the helm of the Wheaton volleyball program. 

In her 30-year collegiate coaching career, 

King Soderquist compiled a career record 

of 641-568 and she is 14th all-time among 

NCAA Division III head volleyball coaches in 

career victories.  

For more on the Thunder, visit  

athletics.wheaton.edu

faith, but to really challenge his team.
“I have always felt called to coach to 
make a difference in guys’ lives, and 
I’m able to do that at a much greater 
level now than ever before.”  

 In this first year, he’s been 
impressed with the overall potential 
of the program, but even more so 
with the quality of the student-
athletes and how coachable they 
are. “The depth of character in our 
student-athletes is different than at 
many other schools. Their faith is 
such a priority to them, and that has 
been fun and gives us some common 
ground,” he says.

One of his passions is to help his 
players develop a mindset that will 
carry them through life. “I want 
them to grow, mature, and have 
more of an outward focus than an 
inward focus—to be involved in their 
communities and churches when they 
leave here.”

Softball standout Lesley Guenard ’12 was among eight 

Wheaton student-athletes who helped set a new standard for 

the institution in the prestigious Capital One Academic  

All-America program in 2011-12. Wheaton had a school record 

of eight selections to the program in 2011-12. Joining Lesley as 

Academic All-Americans were Renee Bettinger ’12 (women’s 

track & field), J.J. Clark ’12 (football); Drew Golz ’12 (men’s 

soccer & baseball); Tim McCrary ’12 (men’s basketball); Jaime 

Orewiler ’12 (women’s soccer) and Scott Roche ’12 (football).
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These young Suzuki violinists have 
practiced this exercise many times. But in  
addition to learning bow control and technique, 
these children are also learning English and 
gaining a very real sense of achievement through 
the Community Outreach for Developing  
Artists (CODA).

A program of Wheaton’s Community School of 
the Arts, CODA provides free early-childhood 
music classes and private/semi-private Suzuki 
violin lessons to 420 pre-k to second-grade students 
and private/semi-private Suzuki violin lessons to 
37 students. At World Relief DuPage, another 100 
students—children of African, Arabic, Asian, and 
Hispanic refugees and immigrants—receive early-
childhood music education and recorder lessons. 

Launched in 2006 and funded by grants from 
Tyndale House Foundation, DuPage Community 
Foundation, and Farny R. Wurlitzer Foundation, 
CODA gives young, artistically underexposed 
students in the community access to high-quality 
music education. Violin teachers Lisa Hirschmugl 
and Carol Ourada find it rewarding to watch many 
of the children overcome hurdles and to see both 
parents and children excited to participate and 
eager for concerts and recitals. 

Anne Sullivan ’79, who teaches CODA flute  
and recorder classes, treasures the laughter of 
parents and children from countries like Bosnia, 
Congo, and Myanmar. “It can be exhausting,  
for sure, trying to teach a room full of people 
who have either a limited or nonexistent grasp of 
English, but I can’t remember a class that did  
not bring some wonder to the students, a deep-
seated knowledge of God’s presence in their  
lives, and joy to me as well.”

 W H E A T O N     13

Musicians  
in the Making

“Up like a rocket, down like the rain . . . 
Land on your hand, 
check round pinkie and bent thumb.”

An integral part of the CODA 
program is the parents’ partnering 
with the teachers. CODA’s  
early-childhood music teachers  
include Kathleen Beers Cathey ’76, 
Joyce Anne Wilder, Ann Storm,  
and Carol Ouruda.
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The 
Next 
Disaster: 
Are 
You 
Ready?
Wheaton’s new  
Humanitarian Disaster  
Institute equips and 
empowers churches 
and communities  
to prepare for  
the worst and recover 
with resilience. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Many people and entire congregations around the world live with 
a post-disaster mentality after catastrophic events such as the recent 
ones in Japan, Haiti, the Gulf Coast, and the Jersey Shore.

Local calamities—tornadoes, fires, and acts of violence—change 
lives and test the responsiveness of the church every day. As we 
watch the news and send aid, it’s difficult not to wonder: What can 
my family and church do to be prepared for an emergency? Am I doing all 
I can to help those who are suffering? 

Dr. Jamie Aten, Dr. Arthur P. Rech and Mrs. Jean May Rech 
Associate Professor of Psychology, has devoted his career to helping 
answer these questions. After living through Hurricane Katrina and 
studying the response of the local and national church, Dr. Aten 
came to Wheaton College and founded the Humanitarian Disaster 
Institute (HDI), the first Christian academic disaster research center 
in the nation. 

Dr. Aten and Dr. David Boan, co-director of the Institute and 
associate professor of psychology, have formed a growing coalition 
of faculty and students who travel, listen, research, write, and 

1 2
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n Tokyo, many things appear normal, but internally we are 
not the same,” says Martha Foxwell Berg ’70, who along with 
her husband, Gaius ’69, leads Kurume Bible Fellowship, an 
international church in Japan. 

In the days and weeks after the disaster of March 11, the Bergs went to bed with clothing 
immediately available “suitable to run and live in for several weeks if necessary.” To this 
day the couple carries water when they travel by train and keeps an “earthquake bag” 
ready with supplies. “After that day, life was never quite the same. We began living with 
the awareness that everything could radically change in a moment and that each day is 
a gift,” Martha says.

“

I
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Child advocates working with the Restavek Freedom Foundation receive certificates 
after completing training in Haiti with HDI’s co-director, Dr. David Boan.

Many people and entire congregations around the world live with 
a post-disaster mentality after catastrophic events such as the recent 
ones in Japan, Haiti, the Gulf Coast, and the Jersey Shore.

Local calamities—tornadoes, fires, and acts of violence—change 
lives and test the responsiveness of the church every day. As we 
watch the news and send aid, it’s difficult not to wonder: What can 
my family and church do to be prepared for an emergency? Am I doing all 
I can to help those who are suffering? 

Dr. Jamie Aten, Dr. Arthur P. Rech and Mrs. Jean May Rech 
Associate Professor of Psychology, has devoted his career to helping 
answer these questions. After living through Hurricane Katrina and 
studying the response of the local and national church, Dr. Aten 
came to Wheaton College and founded the Humanitarian Disaster 
Institute (HDI), the first Christian academic disaster research center 
in the nation. 

Dr. Aten and Dr. David Boan, co-director of the Institute and 
associate professor of psychology, have formed a growing coalition 
of faculty and students who travel, listen, research, write, and 

work to develop tools and materials that will help churches and 
communities in our backyard, across the nation, and around  
the world. 

With seven faculty fellows across the disciplines, graduate 
students from many departments collaborate on projects ranging 
from training child advocates in Haiti to interviewing pastors in 
Japan. Through HDI’s applied research lab, for instance, psychology 
graduate students helped develop a series of Disaster Spiritual and 
Emotional Care Tip Sheets in response to Superstorm Sandy for 
clergy or laypeople to use when working with disaster survivors—
all available online. 

The HDI team also developed the Ready Faith Series (also 
available online) to help church leaders get prepared—starting with 
steps as simple as appointing a disaster ministry coordinator and 
creating a team and a list of volunteers.

The tip sheets and manuals were among the resources presented 
when HDI collaborated with FEMA, the American Red Cross, 
and the Department of Homeland Security at a Faithful Readiness 

Conference that drew 150 clergy from the greater Chicago area to 
Wheaton’s campus last fall.

Currently working with World Evangelical Association leaders 
from Japan, the Philippines, and Haiti, Drs. Aten and Boan hope 
to develop a “global model of church disaster preparedness and 
response” adaptable to a wide range of cultural contexts. “We 
would develop a standard framework, tools, and support system so 
that in the face of a disaster, pastors and churches would not have to 
start from scratch,” says Dr. Boan.

With backgrounds in psychology, Drs. Aten and Boan are 
especially attuned to the needs that often go uncared for—wounds 
of the heart, trauma from abuse, brokenness of spirit. Visiting Japan 
one year after the tsunami, Dr. Aten spoke with an elderly woman 
still living in temporary housing, who said, “Anytime someone 
from the church visits me, it removes some of the rubble from my 
heart.” Even a year later, the ministry of the church mattered to this 
woman’s recovery.

This internal-care aspect of the institute makes HDI stand out 
in the world of disaster recovery and relief, notes Stephan Bauman 
’01, CEO of World Relief. “So often we focus on search and 
rescue, medical relief, and the essential needs of food and shelter—
psychological first aid is something we greatly under-appreciate—
which is why I applaud their vision and what they are seeking to 
do,” he says.

In response to the tragedy at Newtown, for instance, HDI 

1 The force of the tsunami flipped this concrete building, leveling the rest of the surrounding Japanese harbor town near Sendai.   
2 Roughly two-and-a-half years after Haiti’s massive earthquake, families were still living in tents.  3 Child advocates with the Restavek 
Freedom Foundation often carry caseloads of 50 to 70 children.  4 This American Red Cross photo depicts Hurricane Sandy’s wake. 

3 4
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In Haiti
HDI recently co-led two workshops in Haiti, partnering with the 
Restavek Freedom Foundation, le Centre de Spiritualité et de Santé 
Mentale (CESSA), and Regent University’s Child Trauma Institute. 

“In both cases, we found people hungry for practical skills,” says  
Dr. Boan. “Our emphasis is on building the local person’s capacity.”

The Restavek Freedom Foundation estimates that 1 in 15 
children in Haiti lives in slavery. Restavek is the practice of poor, 
rural families giving their children to relatives or acquaintances  
in cities in hope of greater opportunities. These children often wind 
up providing free labor and can become the victims of abuse. 

James Kent Psy.D. ’16 followed Dr. Aten to Wheaton from 
the University of Southern Mississippi and became a research 
assistant with HDI. He traveled to Haiti with Drs. Boan and Aten 
and visited a transition house that takes sexually abused girls out 
of Restavek, providing for them until they are old enough to live 
and work on their own. Especially heartbreaking for James was 
the realization that between Restavek, crushing poverty, and the 
earthquake, trauma is the norm for many people in Haiti.

Last fall, Christian psychologists in Haiti ran a clinical trial 
intervention with traumatized children, using a culturally 
contextualized care program co-developed by HDI and Regent 
University’s Child Trauma Institute. Results from this trial showed 
that the children demonstrated a decrease in post-traumatic 
stress disorder symptoms and spiritual struggles and an increase 
in positive spiritual practices following the intervention. In 
collaboration with Christian universities in Haiti, the HDI team 
hopes to integrate this training for trauma care into courses so  
that it becomes a sustainable intervention. 

For James Kent, traveling to Haiti and working with HDI has 
“blown the doors off what I thought was possible with a doctoral 
degree in psychology.” 

In Japan
Gary Fairchild, director of international relations and partnerships 
at World Relief, traveled to Japan six months after the earthquake 
disaster to discuss needs with the chairman of the Japanese 
Evangelical Association (JEA).

“We’re depressed,” was the response he received. 
Gary says, “The Japanese are very skilled and equipped at 

cleaning up and responding to emergencies, but it’s the disasters 
of the heart, the inner trauma, they haven’t dealt with.”

And so, through a grant from World Relief, HDI has been working 
with JEA to equip churches in Japan to address long-term mental 
health issues and to improve communication between churches via 
a social networking site built by Wheaton professors and students.

“There are a number of different forms and apps being developed 
in consultation with Dr. John Hayward, who teaches our mobile 
computing course,” explains Dr. Paul Isihara, professor of 
mathematics at Wheaton and an HDI Fellow. Information sent in 
by pastors and NGOs is transferred to a map so smartphone and 
internet users can easily pinpoint areas of need as well as available 
resources. “This system being developed for Japan might be 
adopted in other places,” Dr. Isihara adds.

HDI also created tip sheets using information gathered by 
Projects Coordinator Joseph Kimmel M.A. ’12, who traveled to 
Japan in June 2012 to interview Japanese church leaders.  
These online sheets deal with everything from self-care, to caring 
for staff members, to steps for developing partnerships with  
other churches. 

Drs. Aten and Boan then traveled to Japan in November to train 
35 JEA pastors on emotional and spiritual disaster care and on how 
to use the tools and technology the College is still developing. With 
input from the JEA pastors, the team continues to refine their work. 

For students like Joseph, these international opportunities can 
have lasting benefits. “It laid the groundwork for the future,” he 
says of his trip to Japan, noting that he is in the process of applying 
to graduate programs in comparative religion. 

Where in the World Is HDI?  
HDI currently has international projects in Haiti, Japan, Uzbekistan,  
Africa, India, Canada, and the Philippines. Projects in the U.S.  
are underway in Illinois, Alabama, Mississippi, and on the East Coast  
in response to Superstorm Sandy. A child navigates the rubble in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

1

“Anytime someone from the church visits me, 
it removes some of the rubble from my heart.”  

—Japanese tsunami survivor
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1 Disaster struck close to home when 26 families in West Chicago, Illinois, 
lost their homes in the Timber Lake Apartments fire last fall.  2 After the 
disaster in Japan, a relief team from Kurume Bible Fellowship (led by 
Martha Foxwell Berg ’70 and her husband, Gaius ’69) traveled north every 
weekend for a year. The team, seen removing debris so a farmer can replant, 
still continues relief efforts once a month.  3 In Japan with HDI, Joe Kimmel 
M.A. ’12 (right) meets with the president of the Japanese Evangelical 
Association, Salvation Army executives from Japan and the United States, 
and a prominent Japanese pastor.

produced a booklet for caregivers and counselors, Helping Children 
Cope with Traumatic Events, which became a vehicle allowing the 
College to demonstrate care and concern. “As soon as I saw it, I was 
convinced we should get it into the hands of people in the Newtown 
area,” says College Chaplain Dr. Stephen Kellough. 

Gifted at teambuilding, Drs. Aten and Boan have developed 
partnerships with organizations such as World Relief, the American 
Bible Society, and the Restavek Freedom Foundation to do research 
and to provide training and technical assistance to the global church. 

No matter where the team works, Dr. Aten says, “The most 
eye-opening part of the research is hearing how people’s faith has 
gotten them through. Through our research, we’ve demonstrated 
how people’s faith helps buffer them against a number of common 
psychological and physical negative consequences after a disaster.”

Their greatest challenge is quite simply “the overwhelming global 
need for training on how to prepare and how to respond to trauma 
and disaster,” says Dr. Aten. 

But the need isn’t just “out there.” For example Dr. Aten’s own 
church ministers in an apartment complex where 26 families lost 
their homes to fire this fall. After helping people with everything 
from clothing and food to transportation and housing, Rev. Chris 
McElwee of Wheaton Bible Church says, “We learned a lot. . . . The 
experience just pointed out that what Jamie and this Institute do is 
valuable and needed.”

HDI will hold the first annual 
Disaster Leadership summer 
workshop June 4-8 with the 
aim of equipping church 
leaders to develop effective 
disaster ministries. Speakers 
will include Jim McGee ’91, 
CEO American Red Cross, 
Central Coast Region, and 
Ben Lowe ’07, national 
spokesperson for Young 
Evangelicals for Climate Action.

1

2

3
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Alice SchrubA PSy.D. ’17

Building communication Between a 
chicago agency and local church leaders

Alice, who grew up in the hurricane and tornado 
territory of Texas, knew she had found the right 
place to pursue her graduate work when she came 
across the hDi website. “Wheaton is one of the few 
schools in the nation that offers faith-based training 
in disaster mental health care,” she says. “Many 
students don’t get the opportunity to collaborate 
with professors and a government organization  
at a high systematic level.” Through hDi, she  

is working with the cook county Department of Public health to establish  
a curriculum for churches to use in the event of an emergency. The city plans 
to use the curriculum to train 50 to 100 church leaders at the end of May, 
building trust and ties between the government agency and churches to 
create a web of help for times of disaster. 

Meet the Students

to prepare christian humanitarian disaster volunteers, 
practitioners, and scholars, hDi draws students from 
ever-widening fields of interest. 

Students from geology, computer science, and 
applied mathematics classes have contributed to hDi 
by helping develop a social networking site for churches 
in the Japanese evangelical Association. upper-level 
communication students will also soon be working with 
hDi on a project to improve disaster messaging. 

“Not only are we taking students into the field, but we 
are trying to bring the field back to students through the 
courses we teach and through the psychology research 
lab,” says Dr. Jamie Aten, hDi’s co-director.

At least 60 participating undergraduate, masters, and 
doctoral students are gaining from hDi research, travel, 
and writing opportunities.

prayer 
Pray for God’s guidance on how best to 
use your own and your church’s unique 
resources and ministries that are already 
available in the event of an emergency. 
For example, if your church has a 
ministry to shut-ins, begin with 
a plan for checking on these 
people.

planning
consider what you’ll need 
to take care of your own 
family’s food, water, heat, and 
shelter in the event of a disaster. 
Make a plan for how your family will 
communicate in an emergency. Once 
you’ve planned for your own family, 
consider who may be vulnerable in your 
community—and plan ways you might help 
elderly or disabled neighbors or families 
with lots of little ones.

prevention 
Take inventory of the dangers to your 
community and identify what to do to 
prevent and reduce injury and property 
damage. 

preparedness 
bring in necessary resources. Write 
down your plans and review them with 
your family. update your insurance 
policy and know exactly what’s 
covered. 

practice 
running through your plan helps you learn 
what is likely to work and what won’t. it 
also helps you to develop and maintain 
new skills. 

The Humanitarian 
Disaster Institute’s 
Ready Faith manual
offers suggestions that 
help a church leadership 
team prepare for the 
worst. Dr. Jamie Aten, 
co-director of HDI, 
suggests five initial ways 
every person can begin.

Five 
simple steps
everyone can      
take

“Now what?” wondered Dr. Jamie Aten as he stood in his living room seven years ago with 
a roll of duct tape in hand. He and his family had moved to Mississippi just six days before 
Hurricane Katrina made landfall, and he had just finished following the preparedness 
instructions issued by state and local governments. 

during the months following the disaster, he visited local congregations and witnessed how these 
churches addressed the overwhelming needs. One tiny congregation, for instance, rallied around a widow 
who had lost everything. They became her family. 

Jamie listened to stories, meeting everyone from a beleaguered local pastor, exhausted by the seemingly 
endless needs of his struggling congregation, to a man in his early 40s who quit his job and moved to 
Mississippi to help with the recovery. The man explained his motivation: “This was something small that  
i could do to be a witness of christ in such a terrible situation.” 

Dr. Aten served as assistant director of the Katrina research center at the university of Southern 
Mississippi before coming to Wheaton as the endowed rech associate professor of psychology. he has  
spent countless hours researching disaster preparedness and response and considering ways to enable  
the body of christ around the world to prepare for the unthinkable and to rally around those in need.  
in essence, he’d like every church member to be prepared to answer his question, “Now what?” 
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Chris Wilson ’12

Training child advocaTes in haiTi

Chris began working with hDi through a collaborative 
research class that allowed him to participate 
in a graduate-level research project while still 
an undergraduate. After six months in haiti on a 
hnGr internship, Chris returned in november as an 
hDi volunteer working with the restavek Freedom 
Foundation to help staff improve procedures, build 
teamwork, learn techniques for handling difficult 
situations, and combat burnout and work-related 

stress. (restavek—a form of child slavery—persists in haiti, affecting one in 
every 15 children.)

“Each child advocate has 50 to 70 children to contact at least twice a 
month. Many case workers felt overwhelmed by the sheer number of children 
in desperate situations and not knowing the appropriate level of help for each 
situation.” The advocates especially appreciated the procedural support for 
dealing with high-risk situations. 

The work in haiti has grown Chris’s appreciation for the resiliency of those 
who trust in the lord in the face of “what really feels like an unending stream of 
catastrophes. To be able to move forward and praise God through it all—that  
is an incredible thing.”

MElissA sMiGElsky ’08, M.A. ’12

analyzing Trauma and effecTiveness of 
TreaTmenT models in sub-saharan africa

After researching the cost of trauma in sub-
saharan Africa through a grant with the American 
Bible society, Melissa, currently a research 
associate with hDi, sees the need for more cultural 
contextualization in treating pervasive post-
traumatic stress disorders. 

her work on hDi research projects has also 
given her new lenses on the problem of suffering: 

“i used to only think about what i could do to 
alleviate suffering. But when that’s not an option, i’ve realized that suffering 
with, enduring with—this is what we are called to do as Christians.” 

Through her hnGr internship in south Africa and an hDi research  
project interviewing Congolese refugee women who have experienced sexual 
trauma, Melissa has “seen profound demonstrations of what it means to 
suffer well.” 

in the process of applying to Ph.D. programs, Melissa hopes someday 
to work with Africans to develop more culturally relevant methods of 
psychological treatment.

“Now what?” wondered Dr. Jamie Aten as he stood in his living room seven years ago with 
a roll of duct tape in hand. He and his family had moved to Mississippi just six days before 
Hurricane Katrina made landfall, and he had just finished following the preparedness 
instructions issued by state and local governments. 

during The monThs following the disaster, he visited local congregations and witnessed how these 
churches addressed the overwhelming needs. one tiny congregation, for instance, rallied around a widow 
who had lost everything. They became her family. 

Jamie listened to stories, meeting everyone from a beleaguered local pastor, exhausted by the seemingly 
endless needs of his struggling congregation, to a man in his early 40s who quit his job and moved to 
Mississippi to help with the recovery. The man explained his motivation: “This was something small that  
i could do to be a witness of Christ in such a terrible situation.” 

Dr. Aten served as assistant director of the katrina research Center at the University of southern 
Mississippi before coming to Wheaton as the endowed rech associate professor of psychology. he has  
spent countless hours researching disaster preparedness and response and considering ways to enable  
the body of Christ around the world to prepare for the unthinkable and to rally around those in need.  
in essence, he’d like every church member to be prepared to answer his question, “now what?” 

Dr. Jamie Aten, hDi’s founder and co-director.
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them the talented, amazing people behind the music reel,” she says. 
Students met with entertainment attorney Ted Graffam ’93 and 

with Tom Snider ’84, an award-winning music writer and producer, 
who has written theme songs for television. For business major 
Jeremy Browning ’13, the broad exposure to the industry was only 
part of why the trip “far exceeded” expectations. With hopes of 
working in entertainment and media, he took note of key elements 
for success that spanned specialties—like professionalism and “an 
increasing familiarity with musical trends.”

Students used the van rides between stops to debrief and discuss 
the larger questions of entering a competitive, often cutthroat, 
industry as Christians. They explored questions such as one posed 
by vocal performance major Elise Azkoul ’13: “Are people selling 
out if they don’t label themselves as a Christian artist?” 

Elise sees herself as a classically trained jazz singer and wants to 
someday write songs for Disney. “We saw the industry from every 

Eleven Wheaton students piled into a van in early November for a 
whirlwind weekend trip to find out what it takes to break into the 
music industry. 

Organized by Wheaton’s Advancement and Alumni Relations 
Division in partnership with Wheaton’s Conservatory of Music, 
the trip was intended to introduce students to alumni professionals 
involved in every aspect of the music industry, from performance and 
production to writing and business. 

Thanks to the vision and gracious hospitality of David Hamilton ’86,  
a successful producer, orchestral writer, and arranger who moved 
to Nashville in 1989 with his wife Sandy Kraft Hamilton ’86, the 
trip involved meetings with both alumni in the arts and prominent 
Nashville contributors to the world of music. 

Joy Tobelmann Fletcher ’87, an event planner who spent years 
managing artists and tours and working for the Gospel Music 
Association, helped orchestrate the three-day schedule. “We showed 
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1. Tom Snider ’84 played SampleS of muSic he produced for TeleviSion 

programS Such aS the today Show and wGN SportS.  2. for The 2013 

preSidenTial inauguraTion, david hamilTon ’86 wroTe The orcheSTral 

arrangemenT for “The BaTTle hymn of The repuBlic” Sung By The Brooklyn 

TaBernacle choir. “i waS graTeful The choir waS aSked To lifT up The lord  

in a high profile SeTTing,” he SayS.  3. The group aT The conTemporary muSic cenTer.

side and got a taste for all it could be,” she says. After hearing stories 
from other Wheaton alumni, Elise came to realize that none of 
them gave up on their passions. “They worked every job,” she says, 
“and God has been faithful to them through music. He is faithful 
over time.” 

Ian Eskelin ’92, a producer, songwriter, solo artist, and founding 
member of the Grammy-nominated Christian rock band All Star 
United, also met with the group at his own studio in Franklin, 
Tennessee. He has more than 30 top-ten singles in the United  
States, including 12 number-one charting songs, and has won two 
Dove Awards. 

“We talked about transitioning from college to chasing  
after those dreams,” he says. “You have to be just crazy enough  
and brave enough to chase them through open doors—or  
slammed doors, in some cases.”

David Hamilton adds, “When you step into the creative world, 
there are a lot of opportunities, but you have to hit the ball  
when you step up to the plate. There are a lot of people waiting  
in line behind you.” 

David and Sandy Hamilton are both alumni of the Wheaton 
College Conservatory of Music. After David finished graduate 
school, they followed his dream of working in the music business  
and moved to Nashville. Since that time, he has worked on  
projects for artists across a wide range of genres and has recorded 
in studios around the world. He talked with the students about 
preparing for his upcoming recording for Disney at Abbey Road 
Studios in London. 

Last year David was invited to join the Leadership Council— 
a group of Wheaton alumni, parents, and friends formed two 
years ago by the alumni relations staff for the purpose of coming 
alongside administrators and faculty in helping students consider 
God’s calling and make important connections. 

This Trip To Nashville came abouT thanks to David’s 
willingness to lead the way. He says, “The students came with wide 
eyes and brains spinning, wrapped up in every session. They saw 
what makes the music industry turn from a business standpoint, 
publishing, engineering, creating—all of it.”

This exposure to the industry struck a chord for David 
Christensen ’14. David grew up in a missionary family in Belgium 
and was highly involved in music through the church, as well as 
dabbling in writing pop music in both French and English. “I’m 
so appreciative of what I’m learning, but it has been focused on 
contemporary classical music. During this trip, I started thinking 
of myself in the context of the pop music world,” David says. 
“Hearing from these artists stirred that up in my heart again.” 
David plans to head for the Contemporary Music Center in  
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Nashville after Wheaton to take the next step in bridging the classical 
with pop.

Sharing the reality of what students would be facing was of 
utmost importance for David Hamilton. “We took the students to 
some big studios, and there was a lot of ‘wow.’ But I didn’t want to 
sugarcoat anything for them. They need to know the reality of the 
challenges ahead of them. They need to know what it means  
to be self-employed and never know when the next paycheck is 
coming.

“You have to be passionate and commit to this,” David adds. “It’s 
too challenging to go into it just kind of liking it. You have to be sold 
out to it.”

For Raluca Bojor ’15, David’s advice was just the ticket. “I kept 
thinking, I want to be like him,” she says. “That’s how much he 

influenced me. He writes, produces, arranges, and knows everything 
about bringing an idea to life.”

Raluca came to Wheaton from Brasov, Romania, to study music 
composition with the piano as her main instrument. “This trip made 
me realize that Wheaton is just a starting point. It broadened my 
horizons. It made me think, I can write anything! I started thinking 
more outside the box and realized I am learning all of this simply as 
a foundation for what I want to do next.”

In their “caucus” time at the end of the tour, David Hamilton 
shared again with the students that now is the time to put in the 
practice hours and the studying. “It will come back in ways you may 
not realize now,” he told them. 

And then David left them with a final challenge: humility. “There 
is so much arrogance, especially in the creative industry. It’s all 
about ‘me’ and who I know. Be grateful for the gifts God has given, 
be faithful, and integrate those gifts with your faith.” 

1.  DaviD Tramm ’14, 

ElisE azkoul ’13, anD 

DaviD ChrisTEnsEn ’14 

ChECk ouT a nEw 

sCorE DaviD hamilTon 

’86 wroTE for DisnEy’s 

worlD of Color show.  

2.  DaviD hamilTon ’86 

hosTED ThE group in 

his sTuDio.  3. ThE 

wEEkEnD inCluDED a 

fEw pErformanCEs  

by sTuDEnTs EnrollED 

in ThE ConTEmporary 

musiC CEnTEr 

program.
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ccording to a June 2012 article in Bloomberg 
Business Week, research shows that half or more 
of all jobs come through informal channels: 
connections to friends, families, and colleagues.  
So regardless of how keen an individual may feel 
about networking, experts and laypeople agree—

it’s essential, whether you’re a seasoned employee looking to ascend 
the corporate ladder or a recent grad just trying to get a foot on the 
first rung. Even if you’re headed for the mission field or the halls of 
academia, networking can be vital. 

Wheaton’s own networking tool, Wheaton in Network (WiN), 
officially launched in March 2012. Nearly 2,000 alumni and parents 
have signed up to be mentors and advisors —1,200 of these within  
the first two weeks of the site’s release. 

At first only available for student use, WiN just opened up to young 
alumni (2003-12 graduates) this spring, and in 2014, it will open  
to all alumni interested in making career connections. 

Steven Moore ’12, a business and economics major with aspirations 
  

of working in the energy industry, admits he was initially ambivalent 
about networking to find a job, which to him meant having to  
aggressively “sell” himself and his skills to potential employers.

 “I’m not that kind of guy,” he says sheepishly. “I don’t like the idea 
of having to be pushy to get a job. It makes me a little uncomfortable.”

Given Steven’s claim to fame among Wheaton locals, one would 
hardly expect him to be so self-effacing. While riding the train to 
Chicago with his wife shortly after graduation, Steven spotted CNBC 
personality Rick Santelli across the aisle and decided to introduce 
himself.  The newlyweds were moving to Houston that week, and 
Steven figured this was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. “I’m a fan of 
Santelli, and I told him I really appreciate his points of view,” he says.

Impressed with Steven’s moxie, Santelli invited him on a tour  
of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange the following day. The next 
morning, when the politician Santelli was supposed to interview 
unexpectedly cancelled at the last minute, producers asked Steven to 
fill in as Santelli’s interviewee and discuss how the job market  
has affected recent grads like him.

Need CareerAdvice?  Got Advice to Give?
by Jessica Allen Bernthal

In this economy of elevated  
unemployment and underemployment,  
of job uncertainty and shifting  
career paths, “who you know” has  
never been more important. 

Join Wheaton in Network (WiN),  
Wheaton’s online alumni networking tool. a

In spite of the technological advancements in our  
world, professional networking hasn’t really changed . . .  
the big difference now is the availability of tools  
like WiN. “The tools can help if you take advantage  
of them.”  

–Steve Wilhite ’85, CEO, Summit Energy
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“I met my advisor for lunch 
several times over the course of 
four months in D.C. We got to 
talk a lot about the distinctions 
between working in the private 
sector versus working for a 
government agency. My advisor 
encouraged me to remain 
disciplined in my pursuit of 
God through vocation and to 
not compromise for short-term 
career gains.” 

—Eric Lowe ’13 

•
• 
•
• 

The segment aired on CNBC that day and was highlighted on
Wheaton College’s website. It caught the eye of Steve Wilhite ’85, 
CEO of Summit Energy and vice chair of the Leadership Council.  
This volunteer council consists of 15 alumni and friends of the 
College who help address four issues of vital importance to students: 
distinguishing between vocation, career, and calling; mentoring; 
networking; and securing internships.  

Steven had actually met Steve Wilhite the previous fall, when 
Wilhite served on an on-campus panel to promote WiN.  Naturally,  
 

Steven gravitated toward him to ask questions about working in the 
energy field.

 “We agreed to stay in touch, and he referred me to an energy manager in 
 Houston, but at the time there was no real sense of urgency,” recalls Steven.

Months after the Santelli interview, when Wilhite learned through the 
grapevine that Steven was still unemployed, he made a recommendation 
to members of his staff, which helped Steven get an interview at Summit’s 
Houston office. 

 Providentially, this series of events led to Steven getting hired as a 
client support analyst at Summit, where he serves as an interface between 
Summit’s clients and its risk management office. 

 “I consult with clients on their energy usage and make recommendations 
on how to improve their energy management,” explains Steven, who 
accepted the position in November. “I wanted a place where I could learn 
and see a lot of aspects of business, and this is perfect for that.”

In spite of the technological advancements in our world, professional 
networking hasn’t really changed, says Wilhite, who has watched Summit 
grow from a small company with 40 employees to an industry leader with 
close to 900.
“At its core, networking is still the same,” he says. “I got my first job at 

an engineering company through a gentleman my parents knew from 
church.” 

The big difference for students now is the availability of tools like WiN, 
he adds. 
“The tools can help if you take advantage of them.” 

Taking Advantage of the Tools
Director of Alumni Relations Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 notes that 
perhaps the greatest challenge for students lies in simply figuring out 
where to start, what to do, and who to talk to.  

“Nearly 900 students have attended the required one-hour WiN 
training seminars, but getting them to reach out to WiN advisors 
and mentors is a little trickier. It’s a huge culture change for Wheaton 
students to plan early for life after graduation, but we’re grateful for 
alumni and parents who understand how important this is,” she says.

WiN was developed by Emily George DeLew ’08, director of alumni 
connections, for the purpose of connecting students and alumni to 
thousands more alumni across a variety of disciplines almost instantly. 
The network brings mentorship, career advising, and professional 
development opportunities within the click of a mouse. But it’s not a 
job board, nor is it just about helping students get hired. Rather, WiN 
provides answers to those “What’s next?” questions by harnessing one of 
the College’s greatest assets—its alumni. 

Wherever students and alumni may be in the process of preparing for 
life after college, the network can be a resource to help them along that 
path. For example, freshmen can start asking questions to discern if a 
major is right for them; sophomores can learn from alumni about their 
experiences with programs beyond the classroom; juniors can inquire 

“As a pre-med student interested 
in doing global/public health 
work in the future, I have been 
able to learn about the path to 
becoming a doctor from people 
in med school, people in the 
process of applying to med 
school, practicing physicians 
doing global health work, and 
missionary doctors. Not only 
are the advisors interested in 
helping students learn useful 
career information, but they 
also want to help them see the 
practical ways that they can  
live out God’s calling for their 
lives.” 

—Sarah Noveroske ’14
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“My mentor taught me a great deal about 
finance through his real-world experience and 
has also offered advice on summer internships 
and career paths following graduation.”   

—Derek Babb ’14

•
• 
•
• 

 “We agreed to stay in touch, and he referred me to an energy manager 
in Houston, but at the time there was no real sense of urgency,” recalls 
Steven.

Months after the Santelli interview, when Wilhite learned through the 
grapevine that Steven was still unemployed, he made a recommendation 
to members of his staff, which helped Steven get an interview at Summit’s 
Houston office. 

 Providentially, this series of events led to Steven getting hired as a 
client support analyst at Summit, where he serves as an interface between 
Summit’s clients and its risk management office. 

 “I consult with clients on their energy usage and make recommendations 
on how to improve their energy management,” explains Steven, who 
accepted the position in November. “I wanted a place where I could learn 
and see a lot of aspects of business, and this is perfect for that.”

In spite of the technological advancements in our world, professional 
networking hasn’t really changed, says Wilhite, who has watched Summit 
grow from a small company with 40 employees to an industry leader with 
close to 900.
“At its core, networking is still the same,” he says. “I got my first job at 

an engineering company through a gentleman my parents knew from 
church.” 

The big difference for students now is the availability of tools like WiN, 
he adds. 
“The tools can help if you take advantage of them.” 

Taking Advantage of the Tools
Director of Alumni Relations Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 notes that 
perhaps the greatest challenge for students lies in simply figuring out 
where to start, what to do, and who to talk to.  

“Nearly 900 students have attended the required one-hour WiN 
training seminars, but getting them to reach out to WiN advisors 
and mentors is a little trickier. It’s a huge culture change for Wheaton 
students to plan early for life after graduation, but we’re grateful for 
alumni and parents who understand how important this is,” she says.

WiN was developed by Emily George DeLew ’08, director of alumni 
connections, for the purpose of connecting students and alumni to 
thousands more alumni across a variety of disciplines almost instantly. 
The network brings mentorship, career advising, and professional 
development opportunities within the click of a mouse. But it’s not a 
job board, nor is it just about helping students get hired. Rather, WiN 
provides answers to those “What’s next?” questions by harnessing one of 
the College’s greatest assets—its alumni. 

Wherever students and alumni may be in the process of preparing for 
life after college, the network can be a resource to help them along that 
path. For example, freshmen can start asking questions to discern if a 
major is right for them; sophomores can learn from alumni about their 
experiences with programs beyond the classroom; juniors can inquire 

WiN 101
With Wheaton’s new networking tool, you can:

Become a mentor or advisor today
Make an impact on a student
Gain valuable career development advice
Visit WiN.wheaton.edu to learn more about the  
program and to sign up

How does WiN work?
Students and alumni sign up online. Young alumni 
may serve as advisors and mentors, or make  
connections themselves. Students attend a mandatory 
training session before they create their online profiles. 
Alumni names, class years, and companies remain 
anonymous until they accept a contact 
request. 

Questions?  
Contact: the WiN team at   

win@wheaton.edu 
630.752.5047

about internships and job shadowing opportunities; and seniors and 
young alumni can learn about the top cities for their careers and more.

WiN allows students and young alumni to connect with alumni 
advisors to ask vocational questions on a casual, anonymous basis, or 
to sign up to be a part of a longer mentoring relationship with an 
alumna or alumnus in their field of interest.

The network even includes a faculty dashboard that allows professors 
to track how students in their department are interacting through WiN, 
and to recommend specific advisors and mentors for students. 

Beyond Coincidental Connections
Thanks to the network, connections don’t have to be serendipitous—
they can be systematic. 

For instance, when it came time for Charity Fort ’12 to choose 
a graduate school, she used WiN to connect with alumni who had 
attended Duke and Harvard, the two universities at the top of her list.  
“The connections I made were incredible,” says Charity, a  

business and economics major with a minor in international relations 
and a certificate in pre-law. “Both alumni gave me honest advice  

from their experiences. One of them told me about how he and a group 
of students met every morning before classes to pray together.  
I was so impressed by that.  It really encouraged me and gave me  
a lot of peace.”  In the end, it helped Charity to decide on Harvard Law 
School, where she’s now a first-year law student.

A business/economics major, Derek Babb ’14 says that not only has his 
mentor taught him a great deal about finance—he also helped him find 
a summer internship. 

For recent graduate Alyssa Edman ’12, WiN connections helped make 
her dreams a reality. She says, “I wanted to work abroad, but didn’t know 
how to really go for it and make it happen.” Through WiN, she found 
some people who gave her advice, and recently, she returned to the U.S. 
after an internship with the Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “It was an 
incredible time, and I know that my experiences taught me a lot about my-
self as well as made me more marketable to potential employers,” she says.

But the benefits of WiN aren’t just for those who “get” advice  
and inspiration—they extend to those who “give” as well. Tim Johnson 
’97 signed up to be a WiN advisor shortly after he received an email 
from the alumni relations office last spring.

Having taken a road less traveled, Tim encourages students who may 
be having trouble discerning a clear professional path. The former music 
major completed elective studies in business and helped start a couple of 
small businesses while at Wheaton, co-owning a soda machine in Fisher 
Residence Hall and operating a computer service for students. Today, he 
consults with nonprofits on their technology, new media, and product 
development needs. 

 “I really enjoy working with young entrepreneurs and students,” says 
Tim, who admits he would have loved to have had a program like WiN 
as an undergraduate. He’s already connected with three students, one of 
whom he is mentoring. 

As more students and alumni join Wheaton in Network in the future, 
perhaps the best benefit will be the opportunity it provides for students 
and alumni to share how faith is integrated into the everyday for those 
from every walk of life.
“It’s a privilege to share my experiences and what I’ve learned with 

students,” Tim says. “I think there can be a lingering question of how 
an individual can follow Jesus in business, and I want to be able to 
engage students in answering that. I like having that light bulb go off 
with a student when I talk about how we as Christians can and should 
love our competitors the way that Jesus loves us.”
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“Where have you traveled outside the United States?”

Associate Professor of  Sociology and Anthropology Dr. Brian Howell has long 
asked this question of students in his introductory anthropology classes.  
In St. Louis, where he taught before coming to Wheaton College in 2001, 
students would usually cite Caribbean cruises or family trips to Canada. But at 
Wheaton, students often mention countries such as Ghana, China,  
and Bulgaria—places American students don’t normally go on vacation. 

While serving as career missionaries in Senegal, Rodney Duttweiler ’87 

(left) and his wife Kathy Smith Duttweiler ’87 have hosted many short-term 

missions teams, including members of Wheaton’s football team. 

Groups of students travel to Honduras every year to help remote communities assemble gravity-fed 
water systems.

Short-term 
Missions

YoUR MUSt-ReAD foR

Debates over short-term mission trips are nothing new. But a theological argument that 

approves of teams spending a day at the beach? Coming from an anthropologist? 

for everyone who’s ever thought about a short-term mission trip, Dr. Brian Howell’s  

thought-provoking new book offers insights that may help shape the experience.

by Jeremy Weber ’05
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“Where have you traveled outside the United States?”

Associate Professor of  Sociology and Anthropology Dr. Brian Howell has long 
asked this question of students in his introductory anthropology classes.  
In St. Louis, where he taught before coming to Wheaton College in 2001, 
students would usually cite Caribbean cruises or family trips to Canada. But at 
Wheaton, students often mention countries such as Ghana, China,  
and Bulgaria—places American students don’t normally go on vacation. 

The reason? Short-term missions (STMs). Recent studies suggest 
more than two million Americans go on such trips each year.
“I hadn’t realized how widespread the phenomenon had become and 

how diverse the trips were,” says Dr. Howell. “Yet I began to see that, 
whether Inner Mongolia or Paris, people talked and thought about 
these different trips in a similar way.”

Not only did these trips produce similar photos of “North 
Americans engaged in manual labor” and “a single white  
face surrounded by brown-faced groups of smiling children,” but Dr. 
Howell also discovered a surprisingly common narrative: “I thought I 
had a lot to give, but I ended up receiving a lot more.”

He was intrigued: Where did this common narrative come from? 
How was it learned? But he also wondered: Is this the best narrative to 
be told?
“We have to ask ourselves whether this is the best takeaway,” says  

Dr. Howell. “Is it worth the incredible amount of resources just for 
people to become grateful? Is that enough?”

Dr. Howell is not the first to raise such questions about short-term 
missions. Many have critiqued the phenomenon as an inefficient use of 
resources at best and Christian tourism at worst. But what separates  
his from many other voices—especially among anthropologists— 
is, at the end of the day, he’s not for abolishing STMs, but for 
reforming them.
“I’m not an anti-short-term missions guy. I think we should keep 

doing these trips,” says Dr. Howell. “I don’t think they do terrible 
harm. But I do think they could be so much more, and I think people 

want them to be so much more.”
Many experts and scholars have focused on providing STM teams 

with better training. Others have focused on better follow-up. But  
Dr. Howell says more is needed: cultural change.

He argues that STMs should be seen as a cultural practice distinct 
from other forms of travel or missions, and thus such efforts at  
reforms will be limited until the structures and narratives change. So  
Dr. Howell, who had gone on his own STM to Mexico as a high-
schooler in 1986, decided that an ethnography (a scientific description 
of the customs) of STMs was needed.

In the past, anthropologists might go and study a little-known 
people in a place far from the “civilized world.” Dr. Howell decided to 
follow a group of students attending high school in Wheaton.  

He found a group following a common pattern—a two-week trip 
focused on construction and children’s ministry in a Spanish-speaking 
country—and joined them on an STM to the Dominican Republic 
in 2006. Just as the students did, he interviewed to become part of 
the team and sent out support letters. He then joined them on the trip, 
and interviewed participants before and after. Dr. Howell had also 
traveled to the Dominican Republic the year before in 2005 (thanks to 
a faculty missions trip grant from the Alumni Association) and spent 
seven weeks observing the host community.
“There are different kinds of teams; some are well prepared and 

some are not. But both have a dynamic at work that we need to think 
about,” says Dr. Howell. “It’s not a matter of finding good teams and 
emulating them, or finding bad teams and stopping them. There is 
something about these groups that we need to study and study well.”

In his resulting book, Short-Term Mission: An Ethnography of 
Christian Travel Narrative and Experience, Dr. Howell suggests that part 
of the response is to ground STM narratives in a more robust theology 
of mission.
“It’s not just about evangelism or just about humanitarian aid, but 

the missio Dei—God reconciling humanity to himself and reconciling 
humans to one another,” he says. “This works against the false 
dichotomy between education and mission, listening and doing, and 
even personal enjoyment and sacrificial service. Any time spent 
listening to local leaders or visiting with villagers—or visiting a beach, 
touring a museum, or even shopping—is as legitimately a part of STM 
as building a house, performing a mime skit, or leading a VBS.”

Christian leaders in developing nations will often describe the 
importance of Americans coming to listen and learn, but this is a 
tough sell to American churches that think mission means doing. 
Because most trips are initiated and funded by American churches, 
the American model of what missions fundamentally is—“doing”—
dominates the shape of what ends up happening.

Bruce Wilson ’86, missions pastor at College Church, knows this 
full well. He and his wife spent 11 years with Pioneers in Southeast 
Asia, where they hosted many short-term teams. “We had very little 
return from the teams, and it took a ton of our time to organize 

While serving as career missionaries in Senegal, Rodney Duttweiler ’87 

(left) and his wife Kathy Smith Duttweiler ’87 have hosted many short-term 

missions teams, including members of Wheaton’s football team. 
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missionaries in Senegal. “I am encouraged that our practices over the 
past years are being affirmed,” says Rodney, now in South Africa. 

“We have spent many hours seeking to shift the focus [of STMs] from 
‘getting the work done’ to ‘seeing what God is doing in this place and 
joining him in it.’”

Rodney cites the example of two Wheaton football players whose 
task for the day was to hang neon lights and wall fans in a dormitory 
with Senegalese partners. Power outages, incorrect tools, and missing 
parts resulted in only one fan being installed. “The Wheaton players 
talked about how it was a wasted day, frustrated because of their 
lack of achievement,” says Rodney of debriefing the team. “The 
Senegalese were thrilled with the day. They had spent time with 
their two new friends.” This difference in perspectives highlighted 
the participants’ cultural tendencies: placing greater value on either 
people or the completion of tasks. 

Cindy Judge, an STM consultant and author of Before You Pack 
Your Bag, Prepare Your Heart, agrees with Dr. Howell’s advice to 
build time for more cultural learning. “We practitioners have often 
packed too much physical labor or other work into a 10-day trip,” 
she says. “Appreciating every aspect of our hosts’ world is essential to 
appreciating them. This is how the narrative changes from being  
‘me-centered’ to being ‘other-centered.’ ”

However, Cindy Judge cautions that the common narrative  
Dr. Howell heard from students is “hardly a fair assessment” for 
judging STMs broadly because many churches have shifted STMs to 
adults only. She recommends that groups consult Ellen Livingood’s 
M.A. ’75 Catalyst Services, as well as the Standards of Excellence in 
STM (SOE) organization.

these trips,” he says. So Bruce reversed the process and had career 
missionaries submit requests for American teams instead. “It sounds 
simple,” he says, “but it’s a critical paradigm shift.”
“Local missionaries are not just the conduit through which you 

reach the target audience,” he says. “The number-one purpose of a 
short-term team should be to serve the local ministry and propel that 
ministry forward.”

Bruce had great interest in reading Dr. Howell’s book when it  
was released in October. Why? Because the high school group that 
served as Dr. Howell’s case study—called Central Wheaton  
Church in the book—was his.

“I always welcome evaluation,” says Bruce. “We can always 
improve. And [Dr. Howell] underlines a lot of important principles 
that we agree with and want to do better.”

Darren Carlson, president of Training Leaders International,  
sends pastors and seminary students on STMs to train indigenous 
pastors. He found Dr. Howell’s emphasis on cultural learning to  
be very helpful.
“I’ve been against going to museums, because it sounds like you’re 

going on a vacation,” he says. “Dr. Howell’s point—that part of 
going is to learn about the culture—made me realize maybe I’m 
a little too self-righteous about these things.” Carlson recently 
returned from an STM to Greece. “We went to all the places the 
Greeks wanted to take us, and that included museums and historical 
sites,” he says.

Rodney ’87 and Kathy Smith Duttweiler ’87 have hosted many 
STMs over the past 13 years—including the Wheaton football 
team during most spring breaks—since the couple became career 

“We have spent many hours seeking to shift the focus of 

[STMs] from ‘getting the work done’ to ‘seeing what God is 

doing in this place and joining him in it.’” 

–Rodney Duttweiler ’87, career missionary

Bruce Wilson ’86 (center photo), missions pastor at College Church in 
Wheaton, leads many on short-term missions trips, including the group 
(above) that traveled to Italy with World Impact last summer. (right photo) 
Rodney Duttweiler ’87 (right) and school principal Mr. Diang welcome 
Gary Lavanchy ’98, one of the founders of the Wheaton Football Ministry 
Partnership, to the school they would be renovating in Senegal.
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Restructuring your STM
Dr. Howell’s main goal is to help STM leaders better accomplish their own 
desired reforms by understanding how structure and narrative inhibit the 
changes they seek to make. So he offers two suggestions: 

• Read the existing research. STM research may be scant, but it does exist. 
Empirical research from Robert Priest at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School (TEDS), preparation and activity guides from Ulrike Sallandt in 
Peru, and quantitative studies of STM participants from Kurt Ver Beek at 
Calvin College should all be helpful.

• Develop a theology of short-term mission. The command in Matthew 
28 to “go and make disciples of all nations” undergirds most missionary 
activity but is a poor fit for most STMs. Instead, Dr. Howell recommends 
Micah 6:8’s command to “act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God” because it helps focus STMs on the missio Dei. “Our 
guiding narrative should be one of humility and fellowship even more 
than service and sacrifice,” he says.
“Until the agendas of STM are structurally reoriented around the missio 

Dei, with education and community as the primary goals, or at least equally 
missional as the activities and projects of visiting groups, then the narratives 
of these trips will continue to be created primarily by the cultural context 
and historical trajectory from which travelers come,” he writes.

As an anthropologist, Dr. Howell wants people to travel and experience 
what God is doing in other parts of the world. For him, the question has 
always been not should STM teams travel, but how should they travel.
“The opportunity to learn directly from Christians in other countries is 

a new resource that should be nourished, not extinguished,” he said. “By 
recognizing the cultural dynamics of STMs and then reshaping them 
through an understanding of how culture changes, these travels may begin 
to have more lasting and substantive effects on everyone involved.”

“We have spent many hours seeking to shift the focus of 

[STMs] from ‘getting the work done’ to ‘seeing what God is 

doing in this place and joining him in it.’” 

–Rodney Duttweiler ’87, career missionary

     Before, 
     During, &After 
Your Trip

Dr. Howell’s book is emphatically not intended to be a how-to 
manual—which might frustrate pragmatic-minded evangelicals. 

“I’m not telling churches what to do,” he says. “I’m offering  
new ways to think about what they are doing.” But he does list 
some quick interventions based on his research.

Before the trip:
• Spend as much time studying the history, economics, politics, and 
spiritual context of the community as fundraising and preparing for 
the activities. “It is worth the sacrifice in efficiency to develop a 
more robust ability to see and understand the context in which the 
team works.”
• Invite people from the country or community to which the team 
is traveling to address the group. “Such a visit would open up ways 
of speaking about what is happening in the country (politically, 
spiritually, economically) in ways that are both personal and relevant.”

During the trip:
• Spend more time talking to community leaders about the 
problems, solutions, and initiatives already at work. “Many STMs 
spend the vast majority of their time with children, but that’s such 
an asymmetrical relationship. Children are less likely to point out  
the ways a traveler is misunderstanding a situation.”
• Present visits to a museum, monument, or natural site as part 
of the mission, rather than just tourism. “All aspects of learning and 
exposure that lead to the healing and creation of community  
honor God and his purposes in the world.”

After the trip:
• Plan mandatory follow-up meetings to review what people have 
learned, how it has affected them, and what changes they  
have made or should make in their thinking or behavior. This is 
where narratives can be shaped so that takeaway impressions  
are richer than the all-too-common one: “They’re so poor, but they 
love God so much better than we do.”
• Focus presentations of the trip on the resources in the country 
and the work going on there, rather than a portrayal of the needs 
and how the team met them. “Presentations of STM travels  
are an important aspect of the generation of narratives. Consider 
how the photos represent the people in them. Who is shown as 
having power? As being competent?”

Marissa Shults ’13 served in Zambia with Student Ministry Partners (SMP), one of 

seven ministries of Wheaton’s Office of Christian Outreach.
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Dan ’68 and Judy Smith Norman ’69 
#awitnessinaddis

Dan and Judy Norman met at Wheaton in the mid ’60s when they 
both played in what was then called the “concert band.” They 
married in 1969 and later became the parents of two daughters and  
a son. Over the course of their marriage, they lived all over the  
U.S. as she worked as a part-time nurse and he attended graduate 
school, taught, and served in the U.S. Army. Then they settled  
in the state of Washington, where she worked in high-risk obstetrics 
and he worked as a flight control engineer for nearly 30 years.  
But this wasn’t their final move.

“The # symbol, called a 
hashtag, is used to mark 
keywords or topics in 
a Tweet. It was created 
organically by Twitter 
users as a way to 
categorize messages,” 
according to the Twitter 
Help Center.

Five alumni find  

joy and meaning as they 

serve in new ways  

after retiring from their 

first careers.  

by Jennifer Grant ’89

Truth is, many of us live 
in a status-update world. 
Those of us who have 

incorporated social media 

into our lives will routinely tweet 

or post status updates to 

Facebook, allowing others a 

window into our thoughts 

or activities. Our updates may 

be as mundane as what’s for 

dinner, or as momentous as a 

baby’s first photos. #gottashare*

But you won’t read news on 

Facebook or Twitter about the 

lives of the five alumni featured 

here. All five were raised—and 

reared their own families—

before the advent of social 

media. After enjoying fruitful 

first careers, each of them has 

embarked on a second half 

of life dedicated to the humble 

service of God and others. 

Because none of these stories 

could be told in 140 characters 

or fewer (à la Twitter), we’ve 

decided to create biographical 

status updates about these five, 

so that all may see how the God 

whom they serve has worked, 

and continues to work with 

them and through them in their 

latest ventures.

*
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#

In their mid sixties, the Normans now work with SIM in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. Dan teaches systematic theology, historical theology, 
and philosophy at the Evangelical Theological College, while Judy 
works primarily with babies born with cleft palates who struggle to 
gain adequate nutrition because of their hindered ability to nurse.  

Despite unanticipated trials and frustrations, the Normans thank 
God for leading them to Ethiopia in 2006. They enjoy discovering 
a new culture through Ethiopian friends and colleagues. They feel 
privileged to lead a Bible study for Chinese nationals who live in the 
country and had never previously been exposed to Christianity or  
the Bible. There are more Chinese people in Ethiopia, the Normans 
note, than all other foreigners combined. 
“Faith is much more of a real experience here on a daily basis for 

Ethiopians, as well as for missionaries,” Dan says. “In the U.S.,  
we felt quite self-sufficient by comparison. We see God leading in 
many ways, and God gives us strength and grace to deal with some 
difficult situations.”

Pete Willson ’50
#bringingGodgloryinhumility

As homesteaders in Canada in the 1910s and 1920s and the parents of 
ten children, Jim and Grace Willson modeled a life of faith and hard 
work that has been carried on by their youngest child, Pete, to this day. 

 After graduating from Wheaton, Pete worked as a high school 
coach and P.E. teacher in schools in Illinois and Iowa. He often spent 
summer months painting classrooms and doing other maintenance 
work for the school, work he continues to enjoy.

“I can sit and read for a few hours, but I need activity,” Pete says. 
“Work is very enjoyable.” 

Pete returned to Wheaton 14 years after graduating and took a 
position with the alumni office. He later joined the P.E. department 
and coaching staff and then served as Wheaton’s head wrestling  
coach from 1974 to 1990. A champion wrestler while at Wheaton, 
Pete rose to national attention as a coach. In 1990, he was inducted 
into the National Wrestling Coaches Association Division III Hall of 
Fame, and in 2001 Wheaton renamed the Wheaton Invitational—one 
of the top small-school wrestling tournaments in the nation—the Pete 
Willson-Wheaton Invitational. 

But Pete won’t crow about these accomplishments. Now 84, Pete 
speaks of the enjoyment he gets from his handyman business and his 
sometime collaboration with fellow former Wheaton faculty member 
Jim Mann. He speaks fondly of his wife June Coray-Willson ’50,  
five children (all of whom attended Wheaton), 16 grandchildren, and 
19 great-grandchildren. But most of all, his attention is focused on  
the God he continues faithfully to serve.
“God’s plan is not for us to be important and bring glory to him,” 

Pete says. “But it is for us to be humble and unimportant so that all may 
see his glory.”

Dr. James Mann HON
#thepleasureofworkwelldone

Emeritus mathematics professor Dr. Jim Mann taught at Wheaton 
for two decades before retiring in 2002. He still lives in town and 
speaks with a southern accent that points back to his roots in the 
Appalachians, in tiny Bluefield, West Virginia.

As a student, Jim attended summer school at Wheaton for only one 
month, but it was enough to change the course of his life. “I met  
my wife at Wheaton,” he says. Celebrating their 50th anniversary this 
year, Jim and Dottie Weyenberg Mann ’59 raised four children and 
are now grandparents to nine.

After earning his doctorate at Harvard, Jim went on to teach and 
publish, contributing to several mathematics textbooks and writing 
numerous scholarly articles. What he treasures most from his first 

God’s plan is not for us to be important and  

bring glory to him, but it is for us to be humble 

and unimportant so that all may see his glory.”  

–Pete Willson ’50

#embracingthesecondhalfofl
ife

Dr. Jim Mann HON (left) and Pete Willson ’50 sometimes work together on 

handyman jobs that are too big or time-consuming for just one person.
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Like the Normans, Carolyn had a “former” life in Chicago very 
different from the one she now leads. She raised five children and is 
now grandmother to nine. Her R.N. is from West Suburban Hospital, 
and much later she earned her master’s degree in Christian education 
from Wheaton’s Graduate School. She also studied piano at the 
Conservatory of Music for nine years and has traveled the U.S. on two 
national tours as a pianist with the L’Abri Ensemble. 

In 1995, after serving as a layperson for many years in her 
Presbyterian church, Carolyn received her M.Div. She then moved 
to New Castle, Indiana, where she served as associate pastor at  
First Presbyterian Church for nearly a decade.  In 2006, she relocated 
to Big Bay, where she serves as the only pastor and as the pianist. 
“My greatest joy is when people ‘get’ the Scripture: when they hear 

it and understand it, when they want to pray, and when visitors are 
nourished by the love and grace of the congregation,” she says. “I see 
God’s hand every moment, in the people who come my way and  
in his care.”

career, however, are the relationships he enjoyed—and still enjoys—
with students and colleagues.

“Working with Pete is one of my greatest joys,” Jim says. “Pete’s an 
extrovert; he’s friends with everybody. He’s a good influence on me. 
Mathematicians, you know, can be introverts.” 

Jim says doing handyman work is quite different from the work he 
did as a professor. “There’s immediate feedback and real gratitude 
when you paint a room or fix something that’s broken.” 

Jim also volunteers at Habitat for Humanity one day every 
week. He notes that working in a person’s home affords him the 
opportunity to come to know clients and share his faith. Several 
years ago, he learned that a person for whom he had done work had 
committed suicide. He resolved that from then on, he would  
engage with his clients about their interest in attending church and 
leave a card behind with information about his own faith community. 
“You can often give more advice to people when you’re a 

handyman in their home than a pastor can,” Jim says. “I see God’s 
hand in what I do.”

w

Carolyn MacKinney Raffensperger ’54, M.A. ’85
#seeingGodineverymoment

Carolyn Raffensperger lives in Big Bay, Michigan, which she describes 
as a “glorious place.” Her home is a log cabin near Lake Superior, 
heated by a wood stove, in the company of “eagles, deer, moose, otter, 
ice fishermen, and someone at the door to see that I am all right.” 

She’s lived in Big Bay since 2006 when she was called to the 
pastorate of Community Presbyterian Church. In an area of the 
country that averages more than 150 inches of snow a year, the 
81-year-old says that living there “takes a lot of time and effort.”
“The town is isolated and resistant to change,” Carolyn says. “The 

challenge is to be faithful to Jesus Christ, to love people, and to 
help them to be faithful.”
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#“The challenge is to be faithful  

to Jesus Christ, to love people, and 

to help them to be faithful.”

–Carolyn Raffensperger ’54, M.A. ’85
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In Genesis 41, we read the amazing story of Joseph’s 
instant transition from wrongly-accused prisoner to Pharaoh’s right-hand  
man. This change occurred as a result of Joseph’s interpretation of 
Pharaoh’s disturbing dream, an interpretation God revealed. Joseph 
saw clearly the years of famine and the years of plenty that were ahead. 
He had a glimpse of the circumstances in which Pharaoh would be 
leading during the next 14 years. With God’s help, Joseph cast a vision 
for the people of Egypt, made plans, rallied the entire nation, called for 
the resources and sacrifices of the people, and faithfully led through years of plenty and extreme 
challenge. The blessing and leading of God and the success of the plan resulted in the survival of 
an entire nation. The surrounding nations also benefited from the health of Egypt and Joseph’s 
faithful and godly leadership.

In the 150+ years of Wheaton College’s existence, we have been blessed with godly and faithful 
leaders who have led in years of plenty and in the most challenging of circumstances. Some 
circumstances could be seen clearly in advance while others happened with little or no warning—
wars, depressions and recessions, racial unrest, political and cultural shifts, terrorist attacks, 
political swings, globalization, the secularization of society and the church, technology, and more. 
Our Sovereign God, though, is never surprised. He walks with us through the challenges; grants 
wisdom, grace, and endurance; and demonstrates that what is often meant for evil, he means for 
our good. 

As alumni, let us redouble our commitment to pray for our leaders: President Ryken and our 
trustees, administrators, and faculty. Pray that God will give them strength and courage to continue 
to do what is right in the eyes of God and to be faithful to his Word in all circumstances. Then let us 
love God and others passionately, follow and support our leaders, give generously, serve faithfully, 
and encourage one another to live “For Christ and His Kingdom” in whatever circumstances God 
leads us, for the sake of God’s glory and the blessing of the nations.

Chris Jahns  ’82 
President, Wheaton College Alumni 

Association (2011-13)
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A year ago, as I headed for my class’ 60th, I reflected.

Like an old jalopy, I am constantly in the repair shop, but I 
keep running—if only from habit. But they do a responsible 
job in patching me up, and I accept the responsibility of  
doing what is within my ability as an investment in longevity. 
However my body is aging, my responsibility is to keep  
maturing as a person. 

Octogenarian. This is what they say I am. But we have  
misunderstood our seniors, because what we supposed was 
the leisure of old age is the industry of staying alive. The  
goal is not achievement, but survival. What should puzzle us  
is not why we are so often sick and disabled, but why we 
should still be alive when so many are not. We are privileged 
with an opportunity denied them. With this undeserved  
privilege comes the obligation to live the lives we have.

I’ve been many places, but I don’t think I have arrived yet.  
I’ve done many things and have had a lot of fun. I’ve even 
done a little good now and then, although not nearly as  
much as I could have done. I know more than I understand 
and have done more than I have accomplished.

I wish I had thought more about what God wants of me much 
earlier in life. It’s hard to catch up. I’ve wasted time when  
I should have used it. I wish I had looked for the importance  
in the many unimportant things that became my lot. There 
have been too many people I took for granted until they were 
gone. I let too many opportunities slip by. 

I sometimes wonder what it is I learned in college. Yet I  
came away with a love of learning and a reasonably good 
idea of the resources and methods to mine them. I wish  
I had thought to thank more of my teachers.

I wish I had learned earlier to stop looking around for the per-
son I should like to be and understood sooner I am to be me.

God has placed me on this earth at this time for a purpose 
only he fully knows. Through his grace we have made some 
progress. I recognize he understands why it has taken so  
long and I fall so far short, but I don’t. He must not be through 
with me yet, because I think I keep learning and growing.

I am not here to prepare to leave here, but to learn  

Jeopardy! champion Paul Nelson ’11 with Alex Trebek, the host 
of this #1-rated quiz show in syndication with 25 million viewers 
each week.   

Referee Jeff Otterby ’91 scrutinizes a play by Indianapolis Colts 
quarterback Andrew Luck as he throws his first pass as an NFL 
player (it went for a touchdown).

As Seen on TV
You might recognize these two alumni if you watch either the game show Jeopardy!  
or Monday Night Football.

by Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86

Paul Nelson ’11
didn’t watch Jeopardy! while a student at Wheaton, 

even though he’d loved it as a kid. But when he tuned 

in again, Paul decided it might be fun to try the game 

himself. Paul passed an online test of rapid-fire, rapid-

response questions; he then tried out near Washing-

ton, D.C., where he’d been working since college as a 

legislative correspondent for Senator Chuck Grassley 

of Iowa. Eventually Paul spent six great days on TV’s 

longest-running game show. 

“It was a blast!” says Paul, whose family in Iowa City, a 

grandmother in Canada, and friends from around the 

world cheered him to victory during his first run and later 

in a tournament of champions. 

What’s next for Paul? Two men he greatly admires—

Wheaton political science professors Drs. Mark Am-

stutz and Bryan McGraw—were shaped by their ser-

vice and leadership in the American military. Inspired, 

Paul is leaving the Hill to attend the United States Navy’s 

Officer Candidate School with plans to become a pilot.

Jeff Otterby ’91 
coaches and teaches social studies to middle school-

ers in St. Charles, Illinois, most days, but “loved every 

minute” of his experience as a replacement ref at seven 

NFL games this past football season. “I loved the travel, 

the people I met, everything about it,” Jeff says. The 

travel took him to Atlanta, Dallas, and Green Bay for try-

out and training—and to Indianapolis, New York, Hous-

ton, and New Orleans for four pre-season games and 

three regular-season games. 

“The NFL people,” Jeff insists, “were so professional, so 

nice, so encouraging.” And he surprised fellow alumnus, 

Andy Studebaker ’08 of the Kansas City Chiefs, by calling 

out to him on the field, “Hey, Andy, Traber or Fischer?” 

Jeff didn’t mind the pressure of being televised interna-

tionally: “You just concentrate and do the job,” he says, 

confident from years of officiating at high school, col-

lege, and college Division I games. Jeff is more than 

content with the season: “It’s the best experience I’ve 

ever had!”
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A year ago, as I headed for my class’ 60th, I reflected.

Like an old jalopy, I am constantly in the repair shop, but I 
keep running—if only from habit. But they do a responsible 
job in patching me up, and I accept the responsibility of  
doing what is within my ability as an investment in longevity. 
However my body is aging, my responsibility is to keep  
maturing as a person. 

Octogenarian. This is what they say I am. But we have  
misunderstood our seniors, because what we supposed was 
the leisure of old age is the industry of staying alive. The  
goal is not achievement, but survival. What should puzzle us  
is not why we are so often sick and disabled, but why we 
should still be alive when so many are not. We are privileged 
with an opportunity denied them. With this undeserved  
privilege comes the obligation to live the lives we have.

I’ve been many places, but I don’t think I have arrived yet.  
I’ve done many things and have had a lot of fun. I’ve even 
done a little good now and then, although not nearly as  
much as I could have done. I know more than I understand 
and have done more than I have accomplished.

I wish I had thought more about what God wants of me much 
earlier in life. It’s hard to catch up. I’ve wasted time when  
I should have used it. I wish I had looked for the importance  
in the many unimportant things that became my lot. There 
have been too many people I took for granted until they were 
gone. I let too many opportunities slip by. 

I sometimes wonder what it is I learned in college. Yet I  
came away with a love of learning and a reasonably good 
idea of the resources and methods to mine them. I wish  
I had thought to thank more of my teachers.

I wish I had learned earlier to stop looking around for the per-
son I should like to be and understood sooner I am to be me.

God has placed me on this earth at this time for a purpose 
only he fully knows. Through his grace we have made some 
progress. I recognize he understands why it has taken so  
long and I fall so far short, but I don’t. He must not be through 
with me yet, because I think I keep learning and growing.

I am not here to prepare to leave here, but to learn  

how really to be here. Not preparation for heaven, but the 
accomplishment of my life on earth.

When God decided to place me here, he also willed when 
and how he would take me from here. I expect to go  
into heaven kicking and screaming—and then be  
embarrassed at my own foolishness. If I yet become all 
God called me to become, then there is no after-life,  
just the same redeemed life and a seamless transition 
within eternal life.

 HOMECOMING ’13
COME BACK TO CAMPUS FOR HOMECOMING, OCTOBER 4-5 
Celebrating 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008 | alumni.wheaton.edu

As a senior in 1952, Wally Alcorn was a staff writer for The Record. In 
this Tower yearbook photo, he is the fellow in the suit and tie, scratching 
his head and amusing his coworkers. 

An Old Jalopy Back on Campus
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by Wallace Alcorn ’52, G.S. ’59

Dr. Wallace Alcorn ’52, GS ’59, lives 
in Austin, Minn., with his wife Ann  
Carmichael Alcorn WS ’54, ’56. Their 
daughter is Dr. Allison Alcorn ’85. 
With master’s degrees from Grand 
Rapids Baptist and Princeton, Wally 
also earned a Ph.D. in the history and 
philosophy of education from New 
York University. Having been a pastor,  
college and seminary professor, and U.S. 
Army chaplain, he continues to research 
and write, especially in  the area of the 
history and theology of ministry.
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BRINGING WHEATON COLLEGE TO YOU. . . 

Chicago Brunch and a Movie
In December, the release of The Hobbit brought together 50 young alumni for 

brunch and a movie in Chicago. Elvish fans and new Tolkien lovers alike gath-

ered in the Lincoln Square neighborhood to enjoy a “foodie” meal and to hear 

Dr. Jerry Root speak about J. R. R. Tolkien’s vision for stories. Dr. Root high-

lighted the incredible world of fantasy in Tolkien’s works and how that fictional 

universe expands the imagination of readers and points us to God. After a lively 

Q&A session, the group walked next door to see the movie on the big screen.

Washington, D.C. Concert and Town Hall with President Ryken
In January, more than 70 young alumni joined Dr. Ryken in Washington, 

D.C., for a “town-hall-style” coffeehouse—a throwback to their Wheaton 

College chapel days. The annual town hall Chapel began in 1994 and is 

an open forum for students to ask the president anything. In D.C., young 

alumni relived their student experience by asking Dr. Ryken a range of 

questions. They also enjoyed a concert by local singer/songwriter, Tiffany 

Thompson ’08.

On Saturday afternoon, December 15, 2012, the Wheaton Club of the Twin Cities 
gathered at North Central University in Minneapolis to cheer the Wheaton Col-

lege men’s basketball team to a victory against the NCU Rams. Decked out in orange 

and blue, the group sat together, and one alumna commented, “We had such a large 

presence in the stands that I am sure we outnumbered the NCU fans!” Following the 

game, the Wheaton group had dinner with the team, allowing them to connect with each 

other, meet the players, and hear from the head coach, Mike Schauer ’93, M.A. ’96. 

“[Coach Schauer] was outstanding. He spoke with passion, conviction, and sincerity 

about the parents, players, and Wheaton College.”  alumni.wheaton.edu/clubs

We10 
Young Alumni in the City

 Young Alumni 
the First 10 Years

WheatonClubs

R
e

g
is

te
R

 t
o

d
a

y
!

Italy Romans & the Renaissance
Discover the beauty of the Tuscan countryside, examine 
the lives of Peter and Paul by studying the Book of  
Romans, explore the magnificent monuments of ancient 
Rome, and be inspired by the art of the Renaissance on  
this popular tour.  
Contact our travel partner, 
Footstep Ministries, at 972.418.6103 
or footstepministries.org.

OctOber 14-25, 2013
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Was it Charles Blanchard, Prexy Edman, or Phil Ryken who said, 
with a paraphrasing sigh: “Student rivalries will always be with us.”

Well, at least since 1912—when graduates anchored the first senior bench in 
front of Blanchard Hall. (It was first photographed for the 1934 Tower.)

And where ground rules for traditional junior/senior rivalry varied with deans, 
today 560 words spell out Senior Bench Activity Guidelines to “coordinate  
a spirit of playfulness that is in agreement with a biblical lifestyle.” And to “be 
consistent with city, county, state, and federal laws”!

Actually, despite hiccups, Wheaton’s behavior has been, by any standard,  
acceptable. No deaths, only one serious injury, and limited property damage. 

These student-initiated and, largely, student-governed traditions have tak-
en different forms. The Washington Banquet dated back to the President’s 
birthday in 1909. Begun as fellowship and festivity, by 1927 the Record was 
saying it was “for exhibiting a maximum of class spirit” in decorations, yell-
ing the loudest, and even kidnapping the designated class orator. A decade  
later it became more dignified with a faculty member and spouse costuming as 
George and Martha. In 1955 Billy Graham was guest speaker.

The Senior Cake was first buried on campus in 1925, and juniors had  
until June to find it. If not, seniors would dig up the fruitcake and gleefully eat 
it. The 1930 cake weighed more than 30 pounds. Only twice up until 1943 
was it discovered. After the ’38ers were forced to pickax through six inches 
of cement and three feet of clay to unearth it, rules became no concrete, 
not closer than within five feet of a building, and no deeper than four feet.  
Distinguished theologian Carl F. H. Henry ’38, M.A. ’41, Litt.D. ’68—when he 
was Tower editor—sold pieces for $1 a slice to fund the yearbook. (Some cake!) 

Senior Sneak hijinks peaked in the 50s and 60s, as juniors tried to sniff out the 
secret whereabouts of the seniors’ retreat. Mostly it was simply seniors attempt-
ing to escape, undelayed by harassing juniors, through various means such as 
nocturnal climbing out of dorm windows and wild car chases. 

A legendary Senior Sneak occurred in the spring of 1953, after four years of 

Dem Were 
the Daze –
and They Continue to Be So

by Ray Smith ’54

BRINGING WHEATON COLLEGE TO YOU. . . 

 In 1933, these young ladies could never have guessed that the bench they 

are sitting on—donated to the College by the Class of 1912—would became  

the object of intense class rivalries some years later. Genevieve Van Houtum 

’33 (left) placed this picture of her and Grace Wolfenden ’33 in her scrapbook,  

which is now in the College’s Archives and Special Collections.

WheatonClubs

R
e

g
is

te
R

 t
o

d
a

y
!

OctOber 14-25, 2013

Historic peace act, the Treaty 

of Embden Lane, signed by 

prexys of rival Wheaton class-

es of 1953 and 1954.  Class  

presidents Jim Anderson ’53 (seat-

ed, left) and Rex Roth ’54 are con-

fident that the treaty of “everlasting 

peace and tranquility” signed on 

May 22, 2012, between the onetime 

rival underclasses will hold. The cer-

emony took place in the Andersons’ 

home on Embden Lane in Wheaton.  

Witnesses to the signing are Ray 

Smith ’54, Karin Johnson Anderson 

RN ’53, and Betty Logsdon Bowman 

Roth ’54.
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Prexy Edman, or Phil Ryken who said, 

Well, at least since 1912—when graduates anchored the first senior bench in 

And where ground rules for traditional junior/senior rivalry varied with deans, 
today 560 words spell out Senior Bench Activity Guidelines to “coordinate 
a spirit of playfulness that is in agreement with a biblical lifestyle.” And to “be 

 In 1933, these young ladies could never have guessed that the bench they 

are sitting on—donated to the College by the Class of 1912—would became 

the object of intense class rivalries some years later. Genevieve Van Houtum 

’33 (left) placed this picture of her and Grace Wolfenden ’33 in her scrapbook, 
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iNORTHWOODS 
ADVENTURE

September 16-21, 2013  
Come to HoneyRock to enjoy the beautiful 

colors and weather of a Northwoods fall. 
While you are here, you can participate in rich 
fellowship, guided nature walks, pontoon rides, 

fishing, canoeing and much, much more!

Registration is now open. 
Open to alumni and friends, ages 55+
10% discount for 1st time attendees  

Scholarships available 

For more information contact Terri Jozwiak  
tjozwiak@honeyrockcamp.org or 

715. 479.7474 ext. 212  

wheaton.edu/HoneyRock/Groups/NWA

good-natured rivalry between the classes of 1953 and 1954. For months  
juniors had scoured resorts to locate the retreat site. But fate intervened: a 
junior followed an advance-party senior car to Jack & Jill Ranch in Michigan, 
30 hours before the scheduled campus escape. That night, a dozen junior 
men descended on the ranch and were chased into nearby cornfields by 
camp security.  Returning at dawn, they greeted the senior buses, only to be 
pelted by raw eggs! When seniors returned after a delightful sneak, class 
presidents Jim Anderson ’53 and Rex Roth ’54 met on campus to declare 
a truce. But it would be 59 years before the truce became permanent, with 
the signing of the Treaty of Embden Lane.

Only a book could do justice to the stories of the Senior Bench. One incident 
occurred when the ’49ers brought it from being buried in a forest preserve 
and cemented it with rebars in front of Blanchard. Juniors tow-chained it 
away with a WWII jeep before the seniors recaptured it. With the bench 
anchored solidly in concrete in front of the Memorial Student Center, future 
scientists Wally Broecker ’53 and John Nuckolls ’53 tipped it into a trench 
overnight. Mysteriously disappeared! Unamused administrators threatened 
dire consequences until it reappeared. Nobody, however, has topped the 
1959 helicopter flight with the bench dangling over the Homecoming football 
game. However, when the bench showed up in Chapel in 1965, the ensuing 
melee led to a hospital stay. Tighter oversight toned down the roughhousing 
without inhibiting “that we as a campus celebrate life and build our com-
munity through a longstanding Jr.-Sr. rivalry.”

And the tradition continues with ingenious annual bench showings. Jeff Peltz 
’81 was “scared to death” the four days it hid in his van for a class reunion 
photo op. John Castlen ’06 recalls his class drove it in a truck past helpless 
seniors at attention in ROTC formation. 

So where is that iconic piece of concrete now?

The Senior Cake rivalry between juniors and seniors (1925-43) has long been 

abandoned, but today a plaque on the far southwest corner of Blanchard 

Hall marks the spot where the cake from the class of 1938 was buried.
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For privacy reasons, this online edition of 
Wheaton magazine does not contain 

the Class News section.

Subsequently, this page is left blank due to the 
revised layout.



VanderVeen ’10. Maria is an admin-

istrative assistant at Per Se Group in 

Wheaton, and Joe works as an inter-

nal wholesaler at First Trust Portfolios 

in Wheaton. Maria and Joe are both 

assistant coaches at Wheaton Acad-

emy as well. They live in Wayne, IL.

Laura Hansen ’10 and Aaron Neff 

M.A. ’12 were married May 19, 

2012. Alumni in the wedding were 

Kathleen Ryan Schroeder ’11, Julia 

Ryan ’11, Nalani Cushing ’11, Jeremy 

’09 and Stefanie Ryan Hansen ’09, 

and Eric Covington M.A. ’12.

Parry Macdonald ’10 and Ben-

jamin Kietzman ’09 were married 

Aug. 18, 2012, in Sewickley, PA. 

Alumni in the wedding were Alison 

Thompson Drat ’10, Zachary ’09 

and Abigail Perl Edwards ’10, Timo-

thy Macdonald ’15, Josiah Kietzman 

’14, and Timothy ’81 and Laurel Irish 

Kietzman ’82. Parry is a Ph.D student 

in entomology at UC Riverside, and 

Ben is a web developer for the start-

up company Mobcart. The couple 

lives in Riverside, CA.

Davis Moore ’10 and Brooke Morri-

son were married June 4, 2011. They 

live in Dallas, where Davis works for 

Slalom Consulting, and Brooke is a 

profile

alumni news
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“Empowering individuals 
to tell their stories gives them dignity,” says 
Linda Midgett ’92, who believes it’s particularly 
important to listen to the more marginalized 
members of society who have little or no plat-
form for telling these stories. 

In her most recent film, The Line, Linda tackles 
the hot-button issue of poverty in America by 
giving voice to four diverse stories of Americans 
living at or below the poverty line. Sponsored by 
organizations including Sojourners, Oxfam, and 
the MacArthur Foundation, the documentary 
(available on YouTube) premiered in Washing-
ton, D.C., in October 2012 to an enthusiastic 
reception. 

The film debunks the myth that poverty is pri-
marily an urban problem. On the contrary, it 
is growing at a faster rate in the suburbs than 
in the cities. This fact was eye-opening for 
Linda. “There are people living at the poverty 
line who don’t look like they are,” she says. “If 
you were to drive by their suburban house, you 
wouldn’t think there was such a struggle going 
on inside.”

In the early and mid-1990s, Linda got started 
as a writer and producer working for PBS 
affiliates and CNN International. Since then, 
she has supervised more than 600 hours of 
programming for networks including NBC-

Universal, the History Channel, Investigation 
Discovery, and A&E.

She earned the industry’s highest accolades 
for her work as co-executive producer of NBC’s 
Starting Over. Premiering in 2003-04, Starting 
Over was the first reality TV show ever nomi-
nated for a Daytime Emmy Award. It won three 
and was nominated for six. The show followed 
the life challenges of six women living together 
in a single home. Life coaches and psycholo-
gists counseled the women, an effort Linda 
believes genuinely helped the participants. 

Unlike many reality television shows, Starting  
Over was entirely unscripted, representing 
the more organic approach to storytelling that 
Linda prefers. “I’m too much of a documentar-
ian at heart to be interested in the more scripted 
approach of a lot of reality TV,” she says. “Real 
stories are more interesting. Like Mark Twain 
said, ‘Truth is stranger than fiction.’”

As executive producer for the History Chan-
nel’s groundbreaking series Gangland, Linda 
struggled with the value of producing such vio-
lent content. Ultimately, she decided that Gang-
land’s portrayal of a disturbing, yet very real, 
side of urban America could play an important 
role in raising the consciousness of communi-
ties, especially communities of faith.

Linda entered Wheaton as a piano perfor-
mance major but soon followed her first love—
writing—into a literature degree. She is par-
ticularly grateful for the mentorship of Arthur 
F. Holmes Professor of Faith and Learning 
Dr. Roger Lundin ’71, who was adviser to the 
Record when Linda served as editor-in-chief 
during her senior year. “Roger Lundin was my 
first ‘boss’ and a real source of encourage-
ment. He was able to see my potential at a time 
when I couldn’t fully appreciate what I had to 
offer,” she recalls.

Linda currently lives in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, with her husband, John 
Otzenberger, a clinical psychologist, and 
their two young children. 
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Telling It Real

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

Emmy award-winning 
writer and producer Linda 
Midgett ’92 believes 
listening is an important 
obligation for Christians.
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Cottingham ’74; seven grandchildren, 

including Stuart M.A. ’06; and four 

great-grandchildren.

Jean Harstick, wife of John Harst-

ick ’47, died Aug. 24, 2012. She lived 

in Park Ridge, IL, and is survived by 2 

daughters, 1 son, 11 grandchildren, 

and 4 great-grandchildren.

David McCarthy, husband of Eliza-

beth “Nicky” Vining McCarthy ’47, 

died July 12, 2011. A building con-

tractor, he retired to Centerville, MA, 

on Cape Cod in 2004. David leaves 

Nicky, one daughter, three sons, a 

grandson, three step-children, and 

eight step-grandchildren.

Prudence Todd Moffett ’47 died 

June 5, 2012. A writer and social 

worker, in later years she lived at 

the Loretto Motherhouse Infirmary 

in Nerinx, KY, as a co-member of the 

Sisters of Loretto. 

Ruth Tait Morrison ’47 died Nov. 13, 

2011. She enjoyed teaching the Bible 

and sharing her love for the Lord. Her 

husband, Gordon, preceded her in 

death in February 2011. 

Hudson Shedd ’47 died Oct. 26, 

2012. Born in Bolivia to missionary 

parents, where he returned as an 

adult to begin a life-long commit-

profile

alumni news

 W H E A T O N     47

When Nathan Kelly ’99 served as a cam-
paign manager for Jana Morgan ’98 during her 
run for student body vice-president at Wheaton, 
neither had any idea how long their alliance would 
last. 

The couple met as freshmen when Nate played 
a prank on Jana and her dorm roommate. Both 
political science majors, they had several classes 
together, but their friendship truly blossomed 
one summer when Jana studied abroad with the 
Wheaton in Mexico program. With limited Internet 
access, they wrote letters, and after Jana returned 
to campus, they officially started dating.

While at Wheaton, Dr. Lyman “Bud” Kellstedt hon 
mentored Nate and invited him to be his research 
assistant. “I really loved the work of research and 
discovery,” says Nate. Meanwhile after complet-
ing an internship at the U.S. Embassy in Quito, 
Ecuador, Jana realized she was less interested in 
the day-to-day bustle of the political arena and 
more excited about working to shape the thinking 
of policymakers. 

As the pair tried to coordinate their application 
efforts for graduate schools, Nate and Jana were 
simultaneously planning a wedding in the sum-
mer of 1999. Fortunately when Nate applied and 
was accepted at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, faculty there learned about Jana 
and both were accepted with full funding. 

Politics in Partnership: 
What’s Their Secret?
by Monica M. Jones

Some couples have trouble doing simple DIY 
projects together, but this alumni couple work in 
the same department at the same university and 
still enjoy catching up at the end of the day.

collaborate on a research project. Last year they 
spent several months in Chile gathering data for a 
project on inequality in Latin America, producing a 
paper that will soon be published in the Journal of 
Politics. They also recently received a substantial 
grant from the Russell Sage Foundation to explore 
how the sources of campaign finance influence 
political rhetoric and the lack of public support for 
redistribution in the United States. 

While working in the same field can be a blessing, 
it can also bring challenges. “We are sort of always 
working, but that may have more to do with the  
life of an academic than working with each other,” 
says Nate. 

And it also becomes even more critical to separate 
work from personal identity. “It’s important that 
a critique of work not become a critique of your 
spouse,” says Nate, noting, “You have to really root 
for each other, which can be harder to do when  
you are in the same line of work because a com-
petitive nature sometimes arises, and you have to 
set this aside.”

While there have been times when serious intellectual 
or professional debate has created tension, Jana says 
she’s learned patience, generosity, and kindness from 
her husband’s example. “From my perspective—
kindness, directness, and devotion to each other have 
served us well in building and maintaining a lasting 
personal and professional partnership.” 

Once finished with school, they never dreamed 
they would be able to work together. But both 
landed tenure-track positions in the department 
of political science at the University of Tennessee 
in 2005, where they’ve been ever since. 

Perspectives from friends in academia help keep 
them grateful. “Many academic couples we know 
had to live apart and commute for many years 
before getting jobs together. And often when they 
get jobs, one partner has to really compromise 
professionally,” says Nate. “We’ve never had to 
do that.”

Both recently earned tenure and now serve as 
associate professors at the university. Nate’s pri-
mary research interest is the macro political sys-
tem of the United States, and he has earned both 
the “Junior Faculty Excellence Award” from the 
College of Arts and Sciences and “Professor of 
the Year” in the department of political science. 

Jana’s research on analyzing gender inequality 
and public attitudes and behavior in emerging 
democracies has meant conducting research in 
Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador, Chile, and Argentina. 
Her book Bankrupt Representation and Party  
  System Collapse (Penn State Press, 2011) 
received the 2012 Van Cott Outstanding Book 
Award from the Political Institutions Section of 
the Latin American Studies Association. 

Only recently has the pair been able to “officially” 
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Mollie Brien Cooper M.A. ’51 died 

Mar. 8, 2011. She was a teacher at 

various cities in Ontario and Michigan 

until her retirement and marriage 

in 1987. She leaves her husband, 

Frank, and a step-daughter.

Raymond Jones, husband of Ro-

berta Sherwin Jones ’51, died 

Oct. 13, 2012. He served with the 

U.S. Army in the Korean Conflict. Af-

ter working as an internal auditor in 

Philadelphia for 30 years, he retired 

in 1983, then became owner and 

president of Industrial Property Tax 

Company in Houston. Raymond re-

tired again to Ocean City, NJ, where 

he served on various civic boards 

before moving to Shell Point Village 

in Ft. Myers, FL, in 2002. Survivors 

include Roberta.

Jerry LaRue ’51 died Apr. 12, 2012. 

Four daughters and their families 

survive.

Chet O’Neal ’51 died Dec. 1, 2011. 

After serving in the U.S. Navy, he 

pastored various congregations in 

Illinois, and served as a probation 

officer and chaplain in the prison 

system. Preceded in death by his 

first wife, Betty, he is survived by his 

second wife, Sue, and her children; 
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Polish ranks among the world’s 
most difficult languages to learn. Yet for Rose-
mond Chinwe Osuchukwu M.A. ’00 and her 
husband, Raymond Osuchukwu Adonai M.A. 
’11, learning the language was not as hard as 
some of the challenges they face in providing 
an evangelical presence in this strongly Catho-
lic country. Both originally from Nigeria, they 
serve side-by-side as pastors of Victory in Jesus 
Church in Lodz, Poland. Rose also coordinates 
the international students ministry of Christian 
Students Association-International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students of Poland.

Before marrying Raymond, Rose served for 12 
years with Nigeria Fellowship of Evangelical Stu-
dents, becoming the director of associates and 
the longest-tenured female on staff. 

In Raymond, Rose found a partner with a con-
suming passion for evangelism. Raymond stud-
ied civil engineering at the Wroclaw University 
of Technology and served with ChSA-IFES of 
Poland for 10 years, coordinating the interna-
tional students’ ministry across Poland. In 2005, 
he became a full-time pastor and church planter. 

“He has a heart for lost souls and seeks them 
for God with zeal,” says Rose, who notes  
that no matter where he is—whether standing 
in a queue, or riding a train, bus, or taxi—he is 

Rosemond & Raymond
by Ruby Thomas

Two Nigerian Billy Graham Center Scholars—a  
husband and wife team—witness the cross-cultural power  
of the gospel as they minister in Poland. 

talking with people about Jesus.

That zeal has led to direct attacks—spiritual as 
well as physical.

Seven years ago, Raymond and Rose were tak-
ing care of an errand. While Raymond stood 
waiting for Rose, he began sharing the gospel 
with three teenage Polish girls. As he spoke, 
three Polish men approached and demanded to 
know what he was saying.

Returning, Rose saw the men rip the “God 
Loves You” tracts from her husband’s hand and 
viciously punch Raymond in the face, leaving a 
wound. She stepped in front of him, afraid for his 
life. The assailants spat on her and began raining 
blows and racist slurs on the couple in full view 
of onlookers. A woman approached, but instead 
of intervening, she joined the assault, hitting 
Rose in the face and inciting the men further.

As Rose fell to the ground, screaming for help, 
security guards arrived to stop the assault. Two 
of the men were arrested.

The mayor of Lodz personally apologized to Ray-
mond and Rose and took the arrested men to 
court. In court, the couple surprised the judge 
and prosecutor by expressing forgiveness 
and shaking the hands of the defendants. The 
stunned men apologized for their actions.

A year after the attack, Raymond and Rose met 
with the main aggressor. “He prayed with me 
to receive Jesus into his life, and afterward he 
hugged me and was almost weeping for joy,” 
says Raymond. “My attacker has become my 
brother in the Lord! What happened to Rose and 
me led to the salvation of this man. And many 
others, including the police and judges, experi-
enced the fragrance of Christ’s love.”

Through such miraculous events, Raymond and 
Rose see God’s hand in their ministry to the Pol-
ish community as well as to international stu-
dents. “We love Poland and the Polish people,” 
Raymond says. “I believe it is the Lord who sent 
us to serve him here in Poland and Europe at this 
time. And we are happy to be here. Our hearts 
hope to see God visit this country with a great 
movement of his Holy Spirit.”

At Wheaton Rosemond Osuchukwu developed 

intercultural skills that would prove valuable in her 

transition from ministry in Nigeria to Poland. Eleven 

years after Rose received her master’s degree, 

Raymond completed his degree in biblical studies and 

participated as a graduate student representative in 

the inauguration of President Philip Ryken ’88. 

 Rose and Ray attended the Graduate School 

through the Billy Graham Center Scholarship 

Program, one of the Center’s 50 ministries that exist 

to accelerate evangelism worldwide. Since 1975, 

about 1,000 BGC Scholars have attended Wheaton 

College Graduate School, afterward returning to or 

beginning their ministries in 108 countries.
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him in death in February 2012. Dur-

ing 30 years at NASA he was a space 

pioneer, working on the development 

of rockets and satellites. After retiring 

he was director of development for 

Calvary Fellowship Homes in Lan-

caster, PA. Surviving are a daughter; 

a son; three grandchildren; and a sis-

ter, Carolyn Johnson ’49. 

Mildred Kratz Nutter ’54 died July 

30, 2012. She taught math and 

chemistry at various high schools 

and universities. Millie and her hus-

band, Neill ’53, were active in In-

terVarsity Christian Fellowship; the 

highlight of their ministry years was 

the five short-term missionary trips 

they made to YWAM’s Villa Isabel 

in Spain. She is survived by Neill, of 

Albuquerque; three sons; one daugh-

ter, Susan Hudson ’84; and a brother, 

David ’54. 

Robert Palmer ’54 died Aug. 3, 

2012. He served as president of 

Sandy Cove Ministries, a Christian 

conference center in North East, MD, 

and of Boys and Girls Christian Home 

Ministries, an orphanage in India. His 

wife, Charlotte Leavitt Palmer ’54, 

preceded him in death in June 2009. 

They leave three sons, a daughter, 

nine grandchildren, and four great-

grandchildren. Charlotte also leaves 

a sister, Jane Burkhead ’60, RN ’58. 

Fred Boehmer ’55 died Oct. 30, 

2012. He served pastorates in Texas, 

Tennessee, and Connecticut before 

becoming senior pastor in 1976 at 

the First Baptist Church of Brandon, 

FL, where he remained until retiring 

in 1995. Throughout the years he 

was a leader in his denomination, and 

active in community organizations. 

Surviving are his wife, DaVida; a son; 

three daughters; six grandchildren; 

and a brother, James ’56.

Jerry Brandt, husband of Evelyn 

Sallberg Brandt ’55, died Sep. 10, 

2012. He worked as a research sci-

entist and college recruiter for nearly 

30 years at the Dow Chemical Com-
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Her life was at its end. But 
before she took her last breath, she gave life to 
a child she would never cradle, or rejoice over 
for even a moment. 

It happened forty years ago, but obstetrician  
Dr. Robert Weeldreyer ’56 has not forgotten 
this young woman who suffered a brain  
aneurysm and was placed on life support 
until he could safely deliver her little one. The 
memory came flooding back recently when he 
read about a similar birth close to his Holland, 
Michigan, home last year.

“What a bittersweet moment it was for that 
family,” he remembers, noting that even though 
medical practices have changed—thanks to 
new technologies, medicines, and research—
there are still those unforgettably heartbreaking 
moments, and thankfully, also the blessing and 
hope of new birth.

During Bob’s time as an obstetrician, he deliv-
ered more than 8,000 babies, and also served 
as chief of staff and chairman on hospital 
boards and was involved with Focus on the 
Family’s Physicians Group and Michigan Fam-
ily Forum.

But Bob did not start out with the aim of  
becoming a doctor. In fact, he began at 
Wheaton as a physics major with the hope 
of becoming an engineer. Restless about the 
choice, Bob spoke with his future wife, Carolyn 
Comfort ’56, and with the head of the biology 
department, and he realized God was leading 
him toward the medical field.

Changing majors in his junior year proved to 
be difficult. “It was pretty complex getting all 
my courses arranged at Wheaton,” he says. “In 
the week after graduation, I got married on Fri-
day, and early in the next week I was back at 
Wheaton taking a summer course in compara-
tive anatomy.”

A member of Wheaton’s ROTC battalion, Bob 
went on to medical school and then spent eight 
years on active duty in the U.S. Army. It was 
meeting Dr. Jay McCully ’52, who became a 
friend and mentor, that convinced Bob to follow 
in his footsteps and enter obstetrics and gyne-
cology. Later, Jay would deliver Bob’s first child.

After Bob completed his specialty training, he 
worked at hospitals in the U.S. and studied  
at hospitals in Vienna, Austria; Frankfurt,  
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8,000 Miracles

by Angelo Campos ’12

A Grand Rapids Press story about 
two very similar births, decades 
apart, prompted Wheaton to research 
and highlight this obstetrician’s 
long and life-giving career. 

Germany; and London, England. While assigned 
to the U.S. Army Hospital in Frankfurt, he once 
delivered 25 babies in one day. 

During his travels, Bob saw the need for edu-
cated obstetricians. In countries that were 
less developed, had different societal lev-
els, or lacked a strong Christian influence, he 
noted that patients were often treated with little 
noticeable care or concern for the individual. 

After many years of practicing, he appreciates 
the relationships he has built with both Christian 
associates and with his patients. 

Bob says, “When you follow patients for several 
months, you develop a close relationship with 
them.” He says he always felt blessed when he 
had the opportunity to pray with his patients, but 
also just in being present at such an important 
moment in people’s lives. 

“For me, standing at the delivery table,” Bob 
says, “and delivering a baby who nine months 
ago had not been living in any way, but had 
developed and was now crying—a human being 
with a soul—that was an astounding thing. The 
wonder of this miracle has never left me.”

The painting on 

the wall behind 

Dr. Robert 

Weeldreyer 

’56 was 

commissioned 

and given to 

him by his wife, 

Carolyn Comfort 

Weeldreyer ’56.
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Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

Pastors in the Classics: Timeless Lessons on Life and Ministry 
from World Literature 
(IVP Academic, 2012)

Professor of English Emeritus Dr. Leland Ryken, Wheaton 
College President Dr. Philip G. Ryken ’88, and Dr. Todd Wilson 
’98, M.A. ’01 explore the ways the clergy have been portrayed 
in literary classics ranging from The Canterbury Tales and  
The Scarlet Letter to A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and 
The Poisonwood Bible. 

Order Pastors in the Classics and other faculty books from the 
Wheaton College Bookstore:  online, www.wheatonbooks.com;  
by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College 
Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Daniel I. Block
Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old 
Testament
Ezekiel’s Hope: A Commentary on Ezekiel 
38-48 
(Cascade Books, 2012)
Dr. Block’s interfaith dialogue with the 
late Professor Jacob Milgrom illuminates 
chapters in Ezekiel from both a Christian 
and a Conservative Jewish perspective.

Chris Castaldo
director, Ministry of Gospel Renewal
Billy Graham Center
Journeys of Faith: Evangelicalism, Eastern 
Orthodoxy, Catholicism, and Anglicanism 
(Zondervan, 2012)
Examining the migrations between 
Christian faith traditions, Castaldo and 
others explain and defend their conversions 
to different religious affiliations.

Dr. George Kalantzis
associate professor of theology 
Caesar and the Lamb: Early Christian 
Attitudes on War and Military Service 
(Cascade Books, 2012) 
Dr. Kalantzis focuses on the attitudes of 
the earliest Christians toward war and 
military service.

Dr. Richard L. Schultz
Blanchard Professor of Biblical Studies 
and Old Testament
Out of Context: How to Avoid 
Misinterpreting the Bible 
(Baker Books, 2012)
Dr. Schultz illustrates how the Bible 
can be misinterpreted and explains the 
importance of context, word meaning, 
and genre.

Dr. Chris Vlachos 
assistant professor of New Testament 
James: Exegetical Guide to the Greek New 
Testament 
(B&H Academic, 2012) 
Dr. Vlachos surveys the best introductory, 
grammatical, and exegetical positions of 
modern commentators on the Greek text 
of James.

Dr. James C. Wilhoit
Scripture Press Chair of Christian 
Formation & Ministry
Discovering Lectio Divina: Bringing 
Scripture into Ordinary Life
(IVP Books, 2012)
Dr. Wilhoit and Dr. Evan Howard 
reintroduce the lectio divina, an ancient 
practice of Scripture reading, meditation, 
and contemplation.
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(B&H Academic, 2012) 
Dr. Vlachos surveys the best introductory, 
grammatical, and exegetical positions of 
modern commentators on the Greek text 
of James.

Dr. James C. Wilhoit
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Scripture into Ordinary Life
(IVP Books, 2012)
Dr. Wilhoit and Dr. Evan Howard 
reintroduce the lectio divina, an ancient 
practice of Scripture reading, meditation, 
and contemplation.

The Sacrament of Friendship

As a student, this alumnus made friends for a lifetime.

 by Steve Hoke ’71, M.A. ’72

wo months before entering Wheaton 
in 1967, my older brother Don offered 
the best advice I received for navigating 
college. Concerned that I might never 
emerge from Centennial Gym, he told 
me: “College is too important to get 
locked into only knowing one group 
on campus. Choose wisely the type of 
people with whom you want to spend 
the rest of your life.” 

En route to my recent 40th class 
reunion, I read my friend Dr. Jerry 
Root’s new book, The Sacrament of 
Evangelism, but was unfamiliar with his 
use of the word sacrament. An associate 
professor of evangelism, Jerry explained 
that a sacrament is “recognizing God at 
work, where he is present and dispensing 
grace.” Jerry’s insight gave me a 
sacramental perspective on one of God’s 
great gifts in my life—friendships. 

At that reunion, I came to appreciate 
the “sacrament of friendship” I had  
been enjoying for more than 40 years.  
I realized that friendships are not only  
a gift of God with powerful spiritual 
significance, but also that in sustaining 
Christian friendships, we minister  
God’s grace to one another. The 
reunion rhythm of fellowship and 
greeting, surrounded by friends who 
have nourished me for decades, 
transformed into a deeply spiritual 
experience. I had new eyes for why  
I have returned for my class reunions 
every five years since 1971. 

Since that 40th reunion, I’ve reflected 
on what I wish I had known as an 
undergrad about friendship: 

Choose your friends carefully 

and intentionally. The goal is not 
to draw lines that exclude others, but  
to be proactive in pursuing the  
people you want to know, those who 
could enrich your life with their 
differences and offer something you 
need. In being intentional, however,  
be open to receiving the serendipitous 
gifts of friendship the Spirit 
orchestrates. 

Steve Hoke ’71, M.A.’72 has served with Church Resource 

Ministries since 1991 as a leader development specialist 

and strategic life coach with mission leaders globally. 

He claims he made his worst mistakes in friendships at 

Wheaton, but his friends have been forgiving. Co-author with 

Bill Taylor of The Global Mission Handbook: Your Guide to 
Crosscultural Service (InterVarsity Press, 2009), Steve lives 

in Ft. Collins, Colorado, with his wife, Eloise. 

Friendship is a gift. God’s grace 
gets incarnated through the tiniest 
movements of this sacrament—through 
offerings of time, affirmation, and care 
for one another in seasons of loss and 
pain. And this grace is reciprocal—a 
shared responsibility. 

Sustaining a lifelong friendship 

takes a commitment to 

communicate and stay in touch. 

All those conversations in the dining 
commons were seeds of friendship, 
needing years to mature. The fruit 
comes when the long-distance 
conversations become more personal, 
tender, and attuned to one another’s 
needs. From friends “that stick closer 
than a brother,” I’ve learned how to be 
like Jesus to others. Bless your friends 
and affirm their strengths as careers 
blossom, children arrive, and they 
make significant contributions to the 
kingdom, culture, and their professional 
fields. Take the time, buy the f light,  
and go to reunions. 

Support those you love—even 

at a distance—in prayer.  

Join in praying for what God is birthing, 
shaping, and accomplishing. My 
Wheaton friends’ consistent intercession 
for my life and cross-cultural ministry  
is the greatest investment they could 
have made in my life since college.

It is within these intersecting circles  
of relationship that I discovered the 
safety, grace, and lifelong friendships the 
Spirit sculpted for me. Don’t wait until 
your 40th reunion to see those ordinary 
friends around you as holy sacraments.
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by Todd Komarnicki ’87

Loved into Loving
“How can we live any way but fearlessly? How can we not 
take each shovel-to-the-head that life greets us with as 
anything besides vitamins? We are bulletproof. With love.” 
–Todd Komarnicki ’87  
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in love, but perfect love drives out fear”; 
and Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who 
can be against us?”—then we are free. 
How can we live any way but fearlessly? 
How can we not take each shovel-to-the-
head that life greets us with as anything 
besides vitamins? We are bulletproof. 
With love. Why do we spend time doing 
anything else?

It’s because we take our eyes off Christ 
and affix them onto little old us. Try this 
exercise: Spend a few hours thinking only 
about yourself, and see how sick you get, 
how alone you are. Then remember that 
this little exercise is something we repeat 
a thousand times every day. 

The story I’m telling you today is my 
story, but I am not the lead character. 
Thank God . . . 

Spring break baseball trip, 1984. I 
wrote the suicide note. It ran like a 
triangle down into the corner of the page. 
My roommate on the trip, Steve Nagel 
’87, asked me what I was writing so 
feverishly. I read it to him.

I was 18. We were kids. He asked me 
what I was going to do. I said I didn’t 
know, but I was doing it that night. I was 
going to go out into the Florida night to 
my end. Steve said, “You’re going to have 
to get by me first.”

I stayed up all night, waiting for him 
to fall asleep. He never left his watch. I 
dozed in the morning, and when I woke 
up, he was sleeping, sitting up, blocking 
the door.

Steve Nagel saved my life. Jesus with a 

years—everything had coalesced on a 
dream project that had seemed hand-
blessed by God from the very start. The 
expected good news was not just going 
to lift my boat; it was going to lift a lot of 
boats. The word was, of course, going to 
be yes. 

No? I replayed the tape a thousand 
times. Reread the email. No. But I 
thought it was so clearly God’s plan. No. 
You replay the tape a thousand times.  
Re-read the email. No? It can’t be no.  
It was so clearly God’s plan. 

My precious mom, Marigrace, was 
diagnosed with a small tumor in her lung 
and seven weeks later she was with the 
Lord. Seven weeks. 

My father, George, my hero, has beaten 
cancer three times, was revived in the 
ER—brought back from death after total 
heart failure. 

My friend Rob dove off a boat into 
shallow water seven years ago. He’s 
paralyzed from the neck down. Like the 
blind hear better, Rob, without the use of 
his body, souls better. He says, “God isn’t 
finished with me yet; I still have some 
light to spread.”

Here’s the hardest thing about being 
alive: we never know what’s going to 
happen next. Here’s the best thing about 
being alive: we never know what’s going 
to happen next. But we do know how it’s 
going to end.

If we dare to believe Romans 8:28, “All 
things lead together for good to those that 
love God”; 1 John 4:18, “There is no fear 

Excerpts from Homecoming 2012 

Chapel address, October 5. 

n August 29, 2012, I woke up and said to 
my wife, “This is gonna be a great day.” 

We were in Ireland, visiting my in-
laws, and it was sunny in County Kildare 
for the first time since 1964. There was 
also fantastic news on the precipice of 
happening work-wise, and I just felt full 
of life, hope, and praise for God. 

Two hours later, we were in an 
ambulance. Our two-year-old daughter, 
Remy, had fallen from a height, and 
we were being rushed to the hospital. 
The paramedic was saying, “If we don’t 
keep your daughter awake, she might 
lapse into a coma.” She spent the entire 
day vomiting. Things continued getting 
worse, until finally the doctor said he’d 
have to do a brain scan and might have to 
operate. 

Then on the walk to the scan, Remy 
exclaimed to the nurse, “I’m Remy.” 

And I began to see the return of my 
daughter. 

We stayed overnight in the hospital, 
for caution’s sake, but my restored 
daughter had no caution. She went room 
to room, asking what was wrong with 
each patient. When she finally fell asleep 
that night, I was on the cot next to her. 
I looked at Remy’s precious little foot 
through the hospital bed bars, and I knew 
it had been a great day.

Yesterday was supposed to be a great 
day. After months—and, in a way, 
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little girl for whom there are no words. 
[On December 21, their son Dashiell 
Komarnicki arrived.]

But what about the answers of no; 
the giant avalanche of noes that can 
accumulate over a lifetime?

Think about the Saturday after the 
crucifixion. For the eleven, it was them 
on the ledge. An unsurpassed sadness. 
No Jesus at their side. Their shock at the 
resurrection proves they didn’t expect 
it—they thought they’d been abandoned 
by the One to whom they’d given all.

So it is when we hear no. After 
enough disappointment we begin to 
think, Maybe there is no Sunday. We get 
stuck on the ledge. We stop looking to 
Christ and his promises, homing in on 
ourselves and what we didn’t get. 

But he’s already given his full self, and 
he calls us to do the same, not because 
he needs obedient disciples to prove his 
godliness, but because he knows that 
when we give ourselves away, we are 
finally, truly joyous. Clicked into the 
rhythm of God’s will. Loved into loving. 

When you feel your story is too dark 
to turn another page . . . when today 

is the one place you can’t bear to be 
. . . remember the promises. They’ve 
outlived every generation, and they still 
clap out like thunder with their truth. 

“He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death  
or mourning or crying or pain”  
(Rev. 21:4; see also Ps. 126:5 and  
John 10:27-29). 

When things get difficult, it’s like 
being stuck in traffic. It makes us nuts. 
Funny how we want everything now, 
but we’re so terrible at living in the 
present. A great book needs every page. 
These hard portions of our life that 
we’re trying to fast forward through . . .  
let’s just get to the good part . . . there 
is no good part without the pain. 

The worst things that ever happened 
to me are the garden in which the best 
things that ever happened to me were 
planted. 

The garden, where the worst thing 
that ever happened to Jesus began, 
became the best thing that ever 
happened to humanity.

That’s my story. That’s our story. 
Let’s live it.
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“Spring break 
baseball trip, 
1984. I wrote the 
suicide note.  
It ran like a 
triangle down  
into the corner  
of the page.” 

crewcut, blocking me from death’s door. 
Literally. But even that didn’t cure my 
depression, because I was still spiritually 
dead, having rejected God.

Countless nights during my 
sophomore year, I’d take to the roof of 
Traber dorm and stand on the ledge. 
The boy on the ledge. I was hoping the 
wind would have the courage I lacked. 
A year later, when I finally dared to take 
the tiniest steps toward Christ, I knew I 
was never alone on that roof. Jesus had 
my back.

I know what it feels like to be 
spectacularly saved. And it has made 
every moment of my life since electric 
with love and hope and possibility.

I still cannot believe I’m alive. That I 
got to become a writer. That God gave 
me the gift of Dr. Jill Baumgaertner, 
dean of humanities and theological 
studies, who spotted a tiny talent and 
dared me to plant and water it. That my 
father and I got to become best friends. 
That I got to see a girl walking down 
Mercer Street and straight into my heart. 
My amazing wife, Jane. I would have 
missed the joy of her and Remy, our 

Todd Komarnicki ’87 is a 

prolific writer, producer, 

and director of film and 

television as well as an 

acclaimed novelist. He has 

written plays for the  

stage, screenplays, and 

has sold television pilots to 

many networks. Founder 

and president of the 

production/management 

company Guy Walks Into a 

Bar, Komarnicki and his 

partner produced the 

Christmas blockbuster, Elf. 

Todd lives in New York 

City with his wife, Jane, 

their daughter, Remy, and 

their son, Dashiell.
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by Dr. Robert L. Gallagher, Chair of Intercultural Studies

Living Between Two Mountains
How should this professor live in healthy rhythms between tensing 
desires of faith and learning?

he turned his back on human needs to go 
“up into the hills by himself to pray.”  

What I enjoy most is a contemplative 
life—not in the sense of an intense 
spirituality of a 30-year vow of silence, 
but in my everyday existence. For me 
it is a bubbling pleasure to read, think, 
and write; to walk through Buswell 
Library between aisles of learning. I have 
contentment with my family and friends, 
and peace at home. Yet I have endeavors 
of work and ministry, responsibility 
and decisions, being everywhere and 
doing everything that drown my good 
intentions. 

What to do? 
“I look up to the mountains—does  

my help come from there?” asks the 
psalmist. “My help comes from the 
LORD, who made heaven and earth!” 
(Ps. 121:1-2, NLT). Occasions come 
when we need to detach, to push away 
the ruckus that sometimes buries us in 
petty details and encumbers our hearts, 
and turn our face toward God to seek 
perspective and renovation. It is in him 
that our salvation lies.

Dr. Robert Gallagher (Ph.D., Fuller 
Theological Seminary) is department chair, 
director of the M.A. program in intercultural 
studies, and associate professor of intercul-
tural studies at Wheaton College Graduate 
School, where he has taught since 1998. He 
previously served as president of the 
American Society of Missiology (2010-
2011) and as an executive pastor in 
Australia (1979-90), as well as being 
involved in short-term theological education 
in Papua New Guinea and the South 
Pacific since 1984. His publications include 
co-editing Footprints of God: A Narrative 
Theology of Mission (MARC 1999), 
Mission in Acts: Ancient Narratives in 
Contemporary Contexts (Orbis Books 
2004), and Landmark Essays in Mission 
and World Christianity (Orbis Books 
2009).

silence in communion with God, and 
the noise and bustle of evangelical 
learning. I long for a slower and quieter 
pace of life amid the bath of actuality: 
joyous study, writing, and teaching. 
How do I maintain a healthy rhythm 
of living between these two mountains 
of desire? Where does my help come 
from to adopt healthy rhythms with 
layers of work, family, prayer, solitude, 
and play, all wrapped in an awareness of 
fulfillment in life?

Contemporary western society is so 
often identified with furious activism 
and optimistic reason at the neglect of 
simply living: to feel, sense, taste the 
blessings of life all around us through 
nature and humanity. We deafen 
ourselves with pursuits and ideologies, 
and miss the reality that God desires to 
speak in the midst of growing isolation 
and loneliness. Our culture is more 
detached from one another than ever 
before through longer working hours 
and distances to commute, resulting in 
less availability for human connections. 
With sips of interaction we spend more 
and more time alone together.

Jesus also was flanked by these two 
mountains of spiritual intimacy and 
activity-oriented encounters. After 
hearing of John’s execution in Matthew 
14, Jesus left his followers to be alone, 
only to be intercepted by a huge crowd. 
Then with compassion he taught, 
healed, and fed the people before he sent 
them away and continued his journey. 
Following this intensity of ministry, 
Jesus insisted that his disciples leave him 
and “sent the people home”—for a time 

FACULTY voice
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live in the uncomfortable tension 
between two mountains, and at times 
I am not sure of the right way to cope. 
This summer our Intercultural Studies 
graduate department moved to a new 
location at the Billy Graham Center, 
and I landed in an office with a window 
that overlooks Blanchard Hall on the 
mount, an icon of North American 
evangelicalism. And sitting in my office 
chair I can also look through a window 
into the corridor and see an enormous 
photo of a monk from Mount Carmel 
near Haifa, who took a 30-year vow of 
silence. Daily I walk between these two 
appealing and opposing mounts: monastic 
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eby Andrew Thompson ’13

Lessons in Leaning

others have helped get her through some 
difficult moments. “When I look back at 
Wheaton, I will see the amazing mentors 
who have guided me, and I will also see  
the faithfulness of God providing the 
finances.” Her favorite Wheaton Gospel 
Choir song concludes with the words,  
“No praise is high enough to explain how 
great you are . . . . Lord, you’re mighty.”

After graduation, Mimi hopes to work 
among under-served populations. She  
plans to pursue a career as a nurse 
practitioner in a pediatric oncology unit. 

“Later in life I hope to take some of that 
experience overseas, back to Latin America,” 
she says. Her achievements and trust in 
God’s faithfulness have made her the orgullo 
(pride) of her family and her school. 

Many at Wheaton have drawn 
encouragement from Mimi’s faith, 
including Dr. Kristin Page, professor of 
biology, who says, “She just knows that 
when she needs something, God’s going 
to provide. Her testimony is so important 
for other students who may not yet realize 
how much they have to depend on faith.”

Dr. Page first met Mimi at Wheaton’s 
Science Station in the Black Hills and 
has enjoyed watching her progress. 
“She works very hard and has become 
an excellent writer and such a good 
scientist,” she says, noting that Mimi’s 
gracious honesty has also made her 
an important advocate on campus for 
diversity and minorities.

For her part, Mimi says Dr. Page and 

ach financial statement of a paid semester 
of tuition for Mimi Guiracocha ’13 
is a receipt of God’s faithfulness. She 
grew up in one of the most diverse 
neighborhoods in the country: Albany 
Park, on the northwest side of Chicago. 
The daughter of Hispanic immigrants, 
Mimi wasn’t materially well off. But she 
seems to have been afforded an extra 
measure of faith. Though her trust that 
God will provide has been tested time 
and time again throughout her three 
years at Wheaton, each time God has 
proven mighty. When she graduates in 
May, she will be the first of her family to 
complete a college degree. 

On top of studying biology/pre-
nursing, singing in the Gospel Choir, and 
actively serving with Unidad Cristiana, 
Mimi worked in the alumni relations 
office and at The Bank restaurant to earn 
enough money for tuition.

At the beginning of her sophomore 
year, Mimi attended the HoneyRock 
leadership retreat one week before school 
started, not sure where the money for 
the next semester was going to come 
from. She contacted the admissions 
office to explain her need and to ask if 
there were available scholarships. 

The last night of the retreat, during 
a communion service, there was a time 
of prayer and worship. Mimi asked for 
prayer about her financial situation. 

The next week, she received word of a 
scholarship that brought her within $50 
of what she had saved. “Whenever you 
think you don’t have enough, God finds 
a way. He is an omnipotent God. He 
exceeded my expectations,” she says.

Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can  
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20 (NIV)

“
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the children by their feet and smashed 
their heads against the brick wall.

Rwandans don’t like to talk much 
about the genocide, says Dr. Greener, 
but the effects of trauma impede the 
preschool effort, as many of the teachers 
were the children who lost their families 
or witnessed the atrocities. “The lack of 
loving parenting these teachers received 
has crippled their own ability to parent 
well. Toddlers or preschoolers are often 
left unsupervised, and thus vulnerable to 
accidents and abuse.”

Dr. Greener conducted interactive 
training sessions with 34 teachers 
covering topics including lesson planning, 
classroom management, and the normal 
development of 3-to-5-year-olds—but 
also the importance of children in the 
biblical story.

Given the lack of local curriculum and 
classroom materials, Dr. Greener helped 
teachers maximize their creativity by 
using “found objects” to conduct lessons. 
For instance, one exercise involved using 
stones, a piece of cloth, and an apple-sized 

custodial care until they are older,” 
Dr. Greener says. Though she planned 
carefully for her trip based on her 
previous global work, she realized when 
she arrived, “I first needed to listen and 
learn from the teachers, which resulted in 
some significant changes to my plans.”

The challenges facing the preschool 
initiative are many. The typical preschool 
has 100 children per class, yet only two 
teachers. Most teachers only have an 
elementary education, in which they 
experienced rote learning and “seat 
work” instead of the multi-sensory 
methods needed in early childhood 
education. Access to training is difficult 
to obtain, given the rural and hilly 
location of most Shyira churches. 
Teaching materials are scarce.

Such problems are unfortunately 
common in the developing world. But a 
challenge distinct to Rwanda is the after-
effects of the densely populated nation’s 
1994 genocide, in which longstanding 
ethnic tensions erupted in the slaughter of 
an estimated 800,000 people.

In order to contextualize her training, 
Dr. Greener visited some of the genocide 
memorials scattered throughout Rwanda 
today. Most are in churches where 
people had gathered seeking sanctuary, 
but instead were slaughtered. Frozen in 
her memory is a visit to a Sunday school 
room at Nytarama Catholic Church, 
where young children had been placed in 
hopes that they would be spared. She saw 
for herself what remains 18 years later: a 
large stain where marauders had swung 

by Jeremy Weber ’05

Hope for Trauma’s Children  
The beginnings of early childhood education in Rwanda  
drew one Wheaton professor to this East African nation to better 
understand the task ahead for Rwanda’s teachers, many  
of whom were children themselves during the 1994 genocide. 

wheaton in the world
(right) Dr. Susan Hayes 

Greener ’83 (center), 

associate professor  

of intercultural studies, 

and Amanda Holm 

Rosengren ’04  

(back row, left) with 

preschool teachers 

in the Shyira Diocese. 

(below) A preschool 

near Musanze. 
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ast summer, Dr. Susan Hayes Greener ’83 
spent 11 days in the most mountainous 
region of Rwanda. The associate 
professor of intercultural studies was 
not in Musanze, one of the top tourist 
destinations in East Africa, on vacation 
to see the nearby volcanic peaks and 
mountain gorillas made famous by Dian 
Fossey and Gorillas in the Mist.

Instead, Dr. Greene was training 
teachers in order to help friend and 
former colleague Rev. Dr. Laurent 
Mbanda, an innovative Anglican bishop 
who has opened almost 200 preschools 
in his diocese’s churches over the past 
two years, and hopes to open 150 more. 
Dr. Greener previously designed early 
childhood development programs at 
Compassion International; Mbanda was 
her boss. 

Preschools are uncommon in 
Musanze, where children normally start 
school at age 7. And given the area’s 
50 percent literacy rate, most available 
teachers lack the proper training in early 
childhood education.

So Dr. Greener, whose faculty 
missions trip was funded by the 
Wheaton College Alumni Association, 
traveled to Musanze with her husband 
Rev. Jay Greener ’82, rector of Church 
of the Redeemer in Highland Park, 
Illinois, which has long worked with 
Mbanda’s Diocese of Shyira, and funds a 
school for orphans.

“Young children in Rwanda typically 
receive little adult investment beyond 
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teaching about poverty and the developing 
world, it’s important to be reconnected 
to the reality of what that’s like, and 
reminded of the humanity of those who 
are working with kids. These people need 
the same love, community, and care that 
anyone does.”

But what Dr. Greener most appreciated 
was the opportunity to support what she 
believes is one of the world’s most fruitful 
mission fields: children.

“Children are the most open to 
influence,” she says, noting that teaching 
at the preschool level is an opportunity to 
impact not just early spiritual growth, but 
also emotional and physical well-being. 

“It’s also acknowledging that children 
play a strong role in God’s story 
throughout the history of the church,” 
she continues. “Children are used in 
important ways and have spiritual gifts. 
They are full members of the family of 
God, and we often forget this. So bringing 
them into that place of spiritual nurture as 
soon as possible, for as long as possible, is 
the best way to equip them for life.”

You should be able to freely choose what 
activity you wish to pursue,’” she says. 
“But Rwanda is a collectivist society 
where the group takes precedence, so 
classrooms don’t have the degree of chaos 
that you might expect. Children are more 
compliant. They are more content to be 
still, to cooperate with one another, and to 
listen to adults.”

Impressed with the enthusiasm of 
the teachers, Dr. Greener says, “They 
were excited that these kinds of schools 
were starting at all, and feeling very 
anticipatory about what difference this 
might make. Being a teacher holds some 
respect and status, so they also had pride 
in the opportunity.”

Invited to return to conduct more 
training sessions, Dr. Greener says this 
opportunity to train teachers on the front 
lines in East Africa has proven vital to her 
own teaching. 

“It’s so easy to read about things—even 
things that you know well—and forget 
how exhausting and discouraging it can 
be on the front lines,” she says. “If I’m 

Rwandan peace basket to tell the biblical 
story of Jesus’ feeding the 5,000.

The group ended up spending much 
time discussing discipline. Dr. Greener 
taught teachers various forms of positive 
reinforcement to replace the harsh verbal 
and physical discipline common within 
Rwandan families. She also discussed 
how teachers can model God’s love to 
their students.

“We talked about how teachers are 
a model of God the Father to these 
children,” she says. “And this ties into 
the physical discipline issue. How do you 
want God the Father to discipline you?”

Despite the challenges, Dr. Greener 
was struck by the community’s strengths 
and assets. Each family contributes 80 
cents per month per child, so the school 
doesn’t rely on outside grants or Western 
resources. And despite the 50:1 student-
teacher ratio, sufficient learning is able 
to take place because cultural behavior 
norms are different.

“In the United States, we socialize 
for independence: ‘You are special. 

the children by their feet and smashed 
their heads against the brick wall.

Rwandans don’t like to talk much 
about the genocide, says Dr. Greener, 
but the effects of trauma impede the 
preschool effort, as many of the teachers 
were the children who lost their families 
or witnessed the atrocities. “The lack of 
loving parenting these teachers received 
has crippled their own ability to parent 
well. Toddlers or preschoolers are often 
left unsupervised, and thus vulnerable to 
accidents and abuse.”

Dr. Greener conducted interactive 
training sessions with 34 teachers 
covering topics including lesson planning, 
classroom management, and the normal 
development of 3-to-5-year-olds—but 
also the importance of children in the 
biblical story.

Given the lack of local curriculum and 
classroom materials, Dr. Greener helped 
teachers maximize their creativity by 
using “found objects” to conduct lessons. 
For instance, one exercise involved using 
stones, a piece of cloth, and an apple-sized 

(right) Dr. Susan Hayes 

Greener ’83 (center), 

associate professor  

of intercultural studies, 

and Amanda Holm 

Rosengren ’04  

(back row, left) with 

preschool teachers 

in the Shyira Diocese. 

(below) A preschool 

near Musanze. 
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“Children are 
used in important 
ways and have 
spiritual gifts. 
They are full 
members of the 
family of God, 
and we often 
forget this.” 

—Dr. Susan Hayes Greener ’83

91533_56_64.indd   63 3/28/13   3:50 PM



Is my charitable giving 
   STRATEGIC & 
   INTENTIONAL?  

            Am I effectively 
transferring wealth 

to my family AND
efficiently providing

for the Kingdom?

Will my family      
     inherit my 
   spirit of 
generosity?

As you wrestle with defining your family’s legacy of 

biblical generosity, let us come alongside you and work 

in concert with your professional advisors, accountants, 

and foundations to maximize Kingdom impact.

Contact Senior Philanthropic Advisor, 

David Melilli, J.D., LL.M. at 630.752.5961 or 

david.melilli@wheaton.edu.

64    s p r i n g   2 0 1 3

president's perspective

Philip G. Ryken ’88, President

“We do have one 

major limitation, 

however. Wheaton 

may have the 

worst facilities of 

any serious music 

school in the country. 

. . . The quality of our 

music buildings is far 

below the standard 

of our program. 

McAlister Hall was 

designed to house 

a Conservatory only 

half as large as our 

present population  

of 200 music majors.”

shortly after I was called to serve as Wheaton’s next president, one of Chicago’s  
leading choral conductors happened to be staying with our next-door neighbor in 
Philadelphia. We chatted over the backyard fence, and when he learned that I was 
going to Wheaton, he immediately started raving about the quality of our choral 
program. He had heard our ensembles, he knew some of our graduates, and he was 
impressed with our Conservatory of Music.

This encouraging conversation mirrors my own assessment of our music program.  
We are blessed with exceptional leadership through the ministry of Dean Michael 
Wilder. Recent hires in composition, conducting, and instrumental instruction  
have sustained and even strengthened our excellent faculty. A good number of our 
students are going on to top graduate programs across the country, or investing  
their gifts in the lives of young people through music teaching and ministry. 

Last year, our Symphony Orchestra competed for the American Prize in Orchestral 
Performance. Under the direction of maestro Daniel Sommerville, our musicians  
came in third place, behind the University of North Carolina Symphony Orchestra  
and the University of Denver’s Lamont Symphony Orchestra.

We continue our long-standing commitment to having non-music majors participate 
in all of our major ensembles. Nearly half of the students who sing in one of our 
choirs or play with either the Symphony Orchestra or the Symphonic Band come from 
academic departments throughout the College. 

We do have one major limitation, however. Wheaton may have the worst facilities 
of any serious music school in the country. I do not say this lightly, but on the basis 
of reports from the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) over the past 
several decades (including, most recently, last year).

The quality of our music buildings is far below the standard of our program. McAlister 
Hall was designed to house a Conservatory only half as large as our present population 
of 200 music majors. Most practice rooms are too small to meet current standards for  
the auditory health of our musicians. Sound bleed is a major problem. A recent 
woodwind recital I attended in Pierce Chapel was interrupted intermittently by the 
unmistakable sound of brass instruments wafting in from some nearby practice room. 

We have tried to do what we can. Improvements made to Edman Chapel through the 
Promise of Wheaton campaign are making a difference. So are the modest renovations 
we made to Pierce Chapel last summer. But due primarily to cost, our longstanding 
hope for a new conservatory building has yet to materialize.

Happily, the dream has not died. In fact, we are working together with architects and  
acousticians to assess our needs, determine a location, draw up architectural plans,  
and study the feasibility of raising sufficient funds for a new Conservatory of Music. 
Ideally, a new building would include not only a small recital hall (we host well  
over a hundred recitals each year), but also a concert hall that would seat audiences 
of 600 or more. These would be the first facilities at Wheaton College specifically 
designed for music performance.

Accomplishing these ambitious goals will require a major investment from people who 
believe that music is a vital part of a liberal arts education and who want to make a 
kingdom investment in young people who will make music for the glory of God. We 
do not presume upon God’s extraordinary provision, but we do pray for it, and we 
invite the wider Wheaton community to do the same.
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Art of Humanity

“Homage to an Old Man”

Oil painting

Robby Sawyer ’14

“I hope that my work, with God’s 

direction, can be an evangelistic 

medium to others.”                                                                                                        

—Robby Sawyer ’14

“Homage to an Old Man” by Robby 

Sawyer ’14 is painted in oils on 

Plexiglass, which not only reflects light 

but also mirrors an image of the viewer. 

Strong colors such as cadmium yellow, 

cadmium red, raw umber, and burnt 

umber add depth and a golden cast to 

the picture of a homeless old man. 

Robby was one of three students who 

earned the purchase prize at the annual 

Nonward & Upward Show, a juried 

student exhibition sponsored by 

Wheaton’s Art Department and the Dick 

Blick Art Store in Wheaton, Illinois.  

All three pieces were also awarded the 

President’s Award for Excellence in Art, 

a new award created by President  

Philip Ryken ’88, and will become part 

of Wheaton College’s permanent  

art collection. (To learn more, turn to 

page 8.) 

In addition to the purchase prize, Robby 

won Best in Show. Majoring in studio  

art with a focus in drawing and 

printmaking, Robby hopes to pursue  

a master of fine arts in art education and 

eventually teach at the college level. 
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