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Lilly Jacob Zelmanovic Meier was a 

teenager when she arrived at Auschwitz—

one of the largest Nazi concentration 

camps where more than 950,000 Jews 

perished. Lilly would survive the Holocaust, 

bringing an album out of Auschwitz 

containing hundreds of images of Jews 

taken by unknown Nazi officials. She kept 

the album for more than 30 years before 

donating it to the Yad Vashem Museum in 

Israel in 1980. 

Pat Mercer Hutchens ’59 first saw the 

Auschwitz Album online, and was haunted 

by the images of women and children on 

their way to gas chambers and 

crematoriums. Already working on a 

different series, Pat says, “I clearly heard 

the Lord say, ‘I want you to stop what you 

are painting and paint these pictures.’”

Pat went on to create 40 oil paintings, the 

first 28 for an exhibit titled The Auschwitz 

Album Revisited presented at the Regent 

University Library early last year and then at 

the Krakow Jewish Cultural Festival in 

Poland. Prints of these works are now on 

permanent loan at the Auschwitz Jewish 

Cultural Center in Poland. Still working on 

the collection, Pat says, “When people see 

the images, I want them to weep . . . to 

remember . . . to look around and not let 

things like this happen again.”

With a master of fine arts in art theory, and 

a Ph.D. in theology with a concentration in 

language and Hebrew studies, Pat has 

taught at numerous colleges and authored 

two books, one with her husband James 

’60, who was chaplain at Wheaton from 

1969-72.  She is the founder and director 

of Washington Artworks, an organization 

that supports worthy causes with donated 

art.
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Cover photo:  Iconic photos of the Great Pyramids of Giza face west
into the vast Egyptian desert. But facing east, one sees the dense slums 
of modern Cairo sprawling the five miles from the mighty Nile River— 
along which 95 percent of Egyptians live—right to the edge of the 
4,500-year-old structures. Seen through desert dust and traffic-induced 
haze on a mid-winter day in the 50s (frigid by Cairo standards), The 
City of a Thousand Minarets is today pushing 20 million inhabitants. A 
sizable minority of them are Coptic Christians who face an uncertain 
future as Egypt’s 80 million citizens taste democracy for the first time.
Photo by Jeremy Weber ’05.

Inside photos: Luis Cadena, above (left) and p. 25; Mike Hudson ’89, 
above (center), pp. 8, 10-11, 22, 30-33, 53, 57, 59-61, 64; George 
Kalantzis, above (right), p. 63 (top four photos); Josh Blaney ’10, pp. 5, 7; 
Jeremy Weber ’05, pp. 14-15; Brad Robertson, p. 25; Carlos Vergara ’82; 
Kris Bredemeier ’11, p. 37.
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Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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25 Years of the Gospel Truth
Wheaton’s Gospel Choir celebrates an anniversary, 

and Director Tanya Egler envisions even greater 

opportunities for this thriving student organization.   

Dispatch from Cairo
Roughly a year after the revolution, an alumnus reporter 

travels to Egypt to report on the future of Coptic Christians 

for Christianity Today. Just for Wheaton, he writes a 

first-person account that not only provides a snapshot of 

Cairo today, but also offers perspectives from Egyptian 

Christians, and our alumni living and working through this 

time of transition.

by Jeremy Weber ’05 

Ever Global: The Wheaton College 
Graduate School 
The Wheaton College Graduate School celebrates  

75 years of educating men and women to communicate 

biblical truth to contemporary society in cultures 

worldwide.

by Dr. James Plueddemann ’65, M.A. ’71 

Campfires + Canoes = College Prep?
Find out more about Wheaton Passage that now draws 

about one-third of all incoming students each year.     

by Marisa Foxwell ’13 

The Drs. George: Neuroscientists 
from the Class of 1964  
Dr. George DeVries ’64 and Dr. George Leichnetz ’64 

have each made contributions to brain research, and 

over the years, built bonds of lasting friendship.       

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

Do You Hear What They Hear?
Dr. Scottie May, associate professor of Christian 

formation and ministry, shares her insight into nurturing 

spiritual development. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90   
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d      r. H. Wilbert Norton ’36, now 97 years old, is just as good-humored, 

wise, and valiant as when I knew him in the mid-1960s when I worked in 

the office of Graduate School Dean Dr. Merrill C. Tenney. On February 20, 

2012, I was with Dr. Norton as he did a video interview here on campus—

this missions statesman, relating memories as a Wheaton student, graduate 

school professor and dean, and worldwide ambassador in Kingdom work.  

In this issue of Wheaton, we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 

Wheaton College Graduate School—which by most accounts hearkens 

back to a trustee meeting in October 1937 that authorized faculty to develop 

courses leading to a master’s in theology. (Interestingly, Wheaton College 

had granted master’s degrees as early as the late nineteenth century.)

Dr. Norton, however, believes the founding year was 1936. It seems  

that he should know; he was, after all, there in September 1936, when 

Registrar Dr. Enock Dyrness ’23 announced the opening of a graduate 

school. And the next spring, one of Dr. Norton’s classmates, Helga Bender 

’36, who would become the wife of theologian Carl F.H. Henry ’38,  

M.A. ’41, graduated with a master’s degree. 

Will Norton was a Wheaton senior in February1936 when “one of the 

greatest things that ever happened to Wheaton occurred.” During mid-

winter services, a revival broke out, and “the Spirit of God seemed to fill 

[Pierce Chapel]. . . . The whole student body went to their knees in prayer” 

(The Record, 2/12/36, reported by Ken Taylor ’38, LITT.D. ’65).

Dr. Norton recalls:

Faculty, administration, and students responded in humility, 

confessing sin and asking God’s forgiveness. In that context God  

began new things in Christian higher education at Wheaton,  

including the founding of the Grad School—in the midst of the Great 

Depression. This was a miracle! The coordination of this [through  

the Holy Spirit] was the seed that God sowed. What comes to my  

mind with great force is Philippians 2:13: “It is God who works in you 

both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

The events of that era resulted in a new missionary thrust, 

unrecognized by Christian church historians. What happened at 

Wheaton during the revival changed the global witness to our  

Lord Jesus Christ.

For those of us who like to celebrate milestones, Dr. Norton helps us 

remember that what is truly important is not the exact date of the founding. 

Rather, it is the glorious fact that both the beginning and future of the 

Wheaton College Graduate School were seed-bedded, as Dr. Norton says, 

through the work of the Holy Spirit of God, bearing fruit for the gospel  

of Christ through the lives of its students and alumni in service and witness 

around the world. 
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In Tribute to Dr. Holmes
Stephen Evans’ (’69) recent celebration of 

Arthur Holmes’ (’50, M.A. ’52) life triggered 

memories of my junior year at Wheaton, a 

non-philosophical interloping English major 

suspicious of, if not downright hostile to, 

overshot flights and abstract theories.

But from the very beginning Dr. Holmes 

had his feet firmly planted. Class devotions 

were often based on the unpromising (for me 

at least) book of Proverbs: “Go to the ant, 

thou sluggard; Consider her ways, and be 

wise.” Hastily sketching an arc on the 

chalkboard, he noted that many arguments 

could achieve clarity, if not solutions, by 

establishing a proper perspective: “Is this 

curve convex or concave?” And of course, 

“Any text without a context is a pretext,” a 

timely warning, especially today, for my own 

colleagues in literary criticism as well as a 

caution for theological exegetes.

Holmes won me over completely, though, 

with his everyday examples of committed 

relativists who whine about “unfair play” 

when their side is losing. They certainly gave 

me a helpful handle on Shakespeare’s 

darkest plays, with their haunting echoes of 

“What’s aught, but as ’tis valued?” And often 

the main practical point was driven home 

with dry wit and thin smile: “Even after David 

Hume, in a perfectly brilliant essay, had 

successfully called his own existence into 

question, it was nevertheless noted by the 

good people of Edinburgh that he took care 

to watch for approaching carriages before 

crossing the street.”

Perhaps my great admiration for Holmes’ 

teaching is most clearly evidenced in  

this acknowledgment of indebtedness: in  

my nearly completed fiftieth year in the 

classrooms at the University of Illinois  

I’ve never let a semester go by without 

working in—subtly, I hope—at least one 

“Holmesism.” But I welcome any corrections 

from my classmates if aging memory has 

faltered, lest I be judged “an utterer of 

terminological inexactitudes.”

Howard C. Cole ’56

Champaign, Illinois

Our WWII Veterans
We are overwhelmed with the joy of the 

thankfulness for the tribute to my brother, 

Fred “Fritz” Lange ’45, that you have in the 

Wheaton magazine. I am now sure why God 

sent Fritz to Bougainville, where he died in 

battle! It was to trace down his high school 

buddy, Eddie Myerson, a special friend 

through all high school athletics. He wanted 

Eddie to be saved—I just know he led Eddie 

to the Lord. Eddie was killed on Okinawa 

in February 1945. I know I’ll see Eddie in 

heaven, so my pain is eased. 

Georgina “Tootie” Lange Benson ’48

Claremont, California

My sister, Joyce Linkenback Applegate ’61, 

gives me the Wheaton magazine when she 

is finished with it. I especially appreciated 

the articles about students joining the 

armed services during WWII. 

Bill Harro ’44 was one of those students. 

At Wheaton he met Maybel Bruce ’46, and 

they became engaged. They planned to go 

overseas as a missionary doctor/nurse team. 

At Christmastime 1944, Bill sent Maybel’s 

father an engagement ring to give to Maybel 

when she was home for the holiday. While 

on that Christmas vacation, she learned that 

Bill had been killed in action. 

Maybel Bruce determined then to become 

the doctor in Bill’s place. She served for 

more than 30 years as a missionary doctor in 

Pakistan. I served with Dr. Bruce for most of 

those years as a nurse. In his book Not 

Somehow . . . But Triumphantly!, President 

Professor of Philosophy Dr. Arthur Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52, circa 1996

WHEATON dear
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Edman hon includes a chapter on Dr. Bruce 

and her courage and devotion to the Lord 

and His work.

Phyllis Linkenback

Cedar Rapids, Iowa  

The winter 2012 edition brought back many 

memories of when “our boys” went off to 

war. My parents lived on Howard Street 

from 1940-1944, and during those years 

men students lived with us. So being only  

a little girl at that time—I was born in 1937— 

I had lots of big brothers: Dick Strom ’44, 

M.A. ’48, Stan Taylor ’44, Bob Ogren ’47, 

Jim Maxson ’48, Lowell Lewis ’42, to name 

a few. 

One of my favorites was Bill Harro ’44  

who was pre-med. He often threatened to 

take my cat, Fuzzie, to the biology lab, 

saying what a fine specimen he would make. 

Bill was from a big family, and a real fun 

tease. He was engaged to Maybel Bruce 

’46, and together they were headed for 

medical missions in India. But Bill was called 

up to serve in the Army during a last big 

push across France, and was killed. When 

our second son was born, we named him 

William, in honor of Bill Harro. 

Grace Unkefer Vine ’57 WSH

Ross Creek, Queensland, Australia

How moved I was while reading the stories 

of “A Cohort of 23.” What a great tribute to 

our heroes. Homer Dowdy’s (’44) dad, also 

Homer Dowdy, was a stalwart in our church, 

and was one of many influences in my life 

that led me to Wheaton. 

Harry J. Zinser ’68, Vietnam, Capt. 

USN, RET

Lemoore, California

My uncle Earl E. Walker ’45 was killed in 

action during WWII, when I was seven years 

old. His mother never recovered from her 

youngest son’s death in that War. She kept 

his framed portrait on her bedroom dresser 

until the day she died, more than a decade 

later. As a small child I can recall her tearing 

up whenever his name was mentioned.

I believe that he left the College to enter 

the service after his freshman year. His 

name appeared in the September 1945 

issue of the Wheaton Alumni publication that 

I found online.

Em Cummins ’58

San Diego, California

The feature on Wheaton alumni during 

WWII touched me deeply. When I arrived 

on campus as a student, many of these 

veterans had returned to complete their 

degrees. Although I later served for  

43 years in the Navy and then Army and 

rose to senior rank, I still look up to them 

in admiration as having set a model for 

my soldiering. Learning of the five o’clock 

tower bell ringing brought tears to my eyes 

as I envisioned the college community 

in prayer for alumni and students whose 

education had been interrupted. Military 

service was actually part of their Christian 

education, because the armed forces need 

Christian soldiers and the world needs 

soldier-Christians.

Wallace Alcorn ’52, GS ’59

Austin, Minnesota

Additionally . . .

As a Wheaton parent, I always look forward 

to reading your magazine; it is insightful, 

inspiring, and informative. Thanks for the 

great article on Paul Van der Werf ’93.   

May I point out that your article mentions 

Adventures In Missions where Paul worked 

previously but missed an opportunity to 

mention that Adventures In Missions was 

started by another Wheaton alumnus, Seth 

Barnes ’81, more than 20 years ago. AIM 

is a thriving ministry sending thousands of 

youth and adults on short- and long-term 

mission trips all over the globe. 

Serena Livingston 

Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania

I was delighted to read that Wheaton will 

have a journalism program once again. As  

a graduate of the journalism/print media 

track, I have always valued the outstanding 

foundation I was given at Wheaton.

Professor Glenn Arnold hon exhorted us 

“to write well and write with integrity” with 

every assignment. His words still resound 

through my mind every time I interview a 

subject or sit down to compose an article. 

Ramona Brown Monsour M.A. ’88

Guelph, Ontario, Canada

Thank you so much for the article on organ 

transplants. My husband was dying of a rare 

liver disease when God the Father healed 

him through a liver transplant in 1999. 

We are so grateful for the gift of life from 

the donor family. Thank you for putting 

a spotlight on the critical need for organ 

donation. As believers, it can be the last 

unselfish act we do.

Janice Harrison Sanders ’75

Trussville, Alabama

WHEATON dear
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and emails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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Fahs Memorial Symposium 
Lends Insight into Leaders’ 
Roles
Wheaton’s sociology and

anthropology department hosted its
eighth annual Ivan J. Fahs Memorial 
Symposium on November 10, 2011. 
Gordon College President Dr. D. 
Michael Lindsay presented a lecture 
titled, “The Paradox of Power: How 
Elites Advance and Hinder Human 
Flourishing.”  

“He truly engaged students with 
his real-life examples of the ways that 
some elite leaders are contributing to 
the common good in our society, using 
their power to make the lives of those 
around them more positive,” says Dr. 
Amy Reynolds, assistant professor of 
sociology. “He used the sociological 
theories that many have been discussing 
in their classrooms to speak about a 
contemporary situation.”

An award-winning sociologist and 
educator, Dr. Lindsay was inaugurated 
as Gordon’s eighth president in 
September 2011. He recently conducted 
the PLATINUM study, the largest 
ever interview-based examination 
of senior organizational leaders—
including former presidents and CEOs 
of the nation’s largest corporations and 
nonprofits.

Each fall, the sociology and anthro-
pology department invites a lauded 
sociologist or anthropologist for a 
lecture and a chapel in honor of former 
Wheaton sociology professor, Dr. Ivan J. 
Fahs ’54, who served at the College for 
more than 20 years. To listen to audio 
from the symposium, visit wheaton.
edu/WETN/All-Media. (tags: Ivan 
Fahs Memorial Symposium sociology)

Wheaton Hosts Artists-in-Residence
Cellist Joshua Roman and pianist Zsolt Bognár spent f ive days as artists-

in-residence with the Artist Series in October 2011. While at Wheaton, both 

vir tuosos taught master classes with cello and piano students, held an 

open rehearsal with music majors, and dined with students in Anderson 

Commons. 

Dubbed a “classical rock star,” Roman was named a TED2011 Fellow 

and has played concertos with orchestras across the United States. At 

22, Roman became the world’s youngest principal cell ist in the Seattle 

Symphony Orchestra. Roman attended the Cleveland Institute of Music at 16, 

which is where he met and became friends with Bognár. An award-winning 

pianist, Bognár has studied for more than ten years with distinguished 

performer and teacher Sergei Babayan. He has performed with the 

Cleveland Orchestra and has appeared in performances at the Lincoln 

Center for the Performing Arts and The John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts.

Hosting extraordinary artists such as Roman and Bognár and creating 

opportunities for them to interact with students and the larger Wheaton 

community cultivates deeper ties to the arts, says general manager of 

the Wheaton College Artist Series Dr. Tony Payne, who adds that this is the 

second year Wheaton has hosted artists-in-residence. Roman and Bognár’s 

residency culminated with an Artist Series performance where they debuted 

an updated piece titled Americana, written by composer Dan Visconti. 

To l isten to audio from a WETN interview with both Roman and Bognár, visit 

wheaton.edu/WETN/All-Media. (tags: interviews Morning Show Artist Series)
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Alumni Wrestling Champs Reunite at  
Pete Willson-Wheaton Invitational
The Thunder wrestling program hosted the 75th Pete Willson-

Wheaton Invitational in January 2012. The two-day event is the 

oldest and largest small-college wrestling tournament in the 

nation. In addition to the 31 competing teams, more than 50 

alumni attended the event, including (l to r) Paul Elsen, Jr. ’97, 

Brett Stamm ’82, Tom Jarman ’64, and Dan Weber ’01—who all 

won national championships when they were Wheaton students.

Wheaton College Gospel Choir Celebrates 25th Anniversary
The Wheaton College Gospel Choir
celebrated its 25th anniversary with 
concerts on November 18, 2011, and April 
28, 2012, and with the release of their  
third CD project, Legacy. Founded in
1986 by a group of Wheaton students who 
wanted to worship the Lord through  
black gospel music, the group officially 
became a student organization in 1987. 

“I’ve enjoyed pouring into the lives of 
these students and learning from their 
experiences—witnessing God in action 
as students go on to live out their lives for 
God’s glory,” says Tanya Egler, the  
choir’s longest serving director. Egler  

first heard the choir sing in February 
1990. It was the Gospel Choir’s first tour, 
and the two directors, Adonya Seldon 
Little ’90 and Vanessa Wilson ’90, and 
pianist Fred Dade ’90, were preparing 
to graduate. Egler became director that 
same year, and her husband Calvin 
Egler ’95 began at Wheaton in the fall. 
Over the years, Egler has expanded the 
choir’s scope and purpose. “Our spiritual 
growth is so important, and I am very 
concerned with our lives reflecting the 
songs we sing.”

Today, the choir has nearly 60 students 
from different ethnic and cultural back-

grounds who tour across the country  
and also participate in community 
service projects throughout the year.  
“I like to call the choir a prism of  
God’s people,” says Ryan Tolbert ’13, 
publicity manager and choir member. 
“The choir is a great representation  
of God’s people and an illustration of 
what heaven might look like—that  
every nation and tribe would praise  
His name.”

To learn more about the Gospel 
Choir, check out Wheaton View on 
pages 12-13 or visit http://www.
wheatoncollegegospelchoir.blogspot.com.

Archives & Special Collections  
Gain Digital Ground
Searching the digital holdings of Wheaton’s
Archives & Special Collections grows increasingly more 
fruitful, as a dozen or more gigabytes of information 
are added each year. Visible to Google and other search 
engines, the holdings saw more than a 300 percent 
increase in pages viewed, with more than 18,000 
unique visitors in the 2010-2011 academic year. 

The archival content management system, Archon, 
allows users to search the content of the material, 
rather like Google Books or Amazon. In addition to 
College catalogs from 1860 to 2000, Archon now 
contains descriptive information for thousands of audio 
recordings, a digital collection of the artwork of Allen 
Lewis, as well as descriptive information for the papers 
of Oswald Chambers. “It will take years to digitize 
everything, but we are making strides forward,” says 
David Malone M.A. ’92, head of Archives & Special 
Collections and assistant professor of library science. To 
access Archon, visit http://archon.wheaton.edu/.

Photo: Brian Kersey
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Wheaton Remembers Student Killed in Plane Crash
The Wheaton College community
mourned the loss of Ramie L. Harris ’13, 
a psychology major who was killed in a 
small-plane crash on November 26, 2011, 
along with her father, Ray Harris; younger 
sister, Shey; and friend, Chris Backus. 

On November, 28, 2011, the College 
held a Service of Consolation that served to 
remember Ramie, and to deal more broadly 
with the issues of loss and grief experienced 
by the entire College community. 

Two memorial services were held 
in December—one in her hometown 
of Marion, Indiana, and a second on 
Wheaton’s campus. Known by family and 
friends as responsible, hard working, and 
dedicated, Ramie enrolled at Wheaton  
in 2010 after one year at Purdue University. 

A friend and former classmate, Maddie 

Cole ’14 says, “Ramie really loved life  
and had a refreshing curiosity you don’t  
see in a lot of people. I remember the  
first time I met her; she asked right away 
how she could pray for me. She genuinely 
cared about everyone around her.” 

Wheaton College President Dr. Philip 
Ryken ’88 said at the November 28th 
service, “This world is also governed by 
a merciful God, who has a good plan  for 
all His children. He even rules over death, 
and because of His love for us in Christ, 
He has now welcomed Ramie into the 
safety of His eternal care.”

Read more about Ramie's life on page 
55. Or to listen to audio from the Service of 
Consolation, visit wheaton.edu/WETN/All-
Media/Chapel/Undergraduate. (tags: Chapel 
2011-2012)

Wheaton Student Meets German Chancellor
Joss Highmark ’13 met German Chancellor Angela Merkel,
and Dr. Hans-Gert Poettering, former president of the German 
Parliament and chairman of the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung 
Foundation (KASF), at the KASF’s general assembly meeting in July 
2011. Joss, who is a double major in political science and German, 
interned with KASF last summer in Berlin. He says his internship 
highlighted the way culture frames our approaches to solving 
issues. “It was interesting to see how people in other countries take 
different routes to the same end goal,” he says. 

Shortly af ter the death of Ramie Harris ’13, Wheaton 

students lef t personal notes and prayers at the Todd M. 

Beamer Memorial Wall in the Beamer Student Center. 

S T U D E N T  N E W S Wheaton Professor and Students 
Create on the Nanoscale

Wheaton students and Dr. Daniel Burden, associate
professor of analytical chemistry, investigate and create 
on the nanoscale using laser micromachining, atomic 
force microscopy, and various single-molecule detection 
strategies. These Blanchard towers were fashioned in glass 
using a laser, and fit on the head of a pin. Zack Barton ’12, 
an ACS biochemistry major, worked with Dr. Burden  
to create the laser-inscribed photo, which can be seen in  
a lab in the Science Center. 

Dr. Burden has spearheaded numerous external grant-
writing projects that have funded opportunities for students 
to take part in intensive research projects. He is currently 
working with 10 students studying: investigations of pro-
tein nanopores, application of nanolights, techniques for 
nanoscale fabrication and measurements, and nanometer-
scale biomembrane investigations.  He explains, “These 
areas of research have the potential to help drug companies 
produce better treatments for MRSA infections, heart  
disease, and diabetes, and to make DNA sequencing avail-
able in a short amount of time for minimal fees.”

Ramie Harris ’13 (left) 

and Maddie Cole ’14 

traveled together on a 

spring BreakAway trip 

to Kansas. “You could 

just see her love for our 

Savior and others shine 

through,” says Maddie.
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Hopper Named 
President of 
the American 
Choral Directors 
Association 

The American Choral

Directors Association (ACDA)
recently elected Dr. Mary 
Hopper ’78 as the national 
president-elect. She will have a 
wide range of responsibilities 

along the presidential track and will assume the presidency  
of the association in July 2015. She will serve in the role  
until 2017. 

Dr. Hopper says, “It is an honor to be asked to serve 
ACDA in this way, and to have a part in continuing  
the tremendous work of our association on behalf of the 
choral art.”

Dr. Hopper is professor of choral music and conducting 
and director of performance studies at the Wheaton 
College Conservatory of Music. She has served as 
the president of the ACDA Central Division and her 
choirs have appeared at divisional and national ACDA 
Conferences.

Jacobs Named Correspondent for 
The Atlantic Website

Dr. Alan Jacobs, Clyde S. Kilby Chair and professor
of English at Wheaton, is now a correspondent for the 
online version of The Atlantic. Dr. Jacobs joined The
Atlantic in January 2012. In his role as correspondent,
he will write two or three posts a week covering 
technology, especially the ways new technologies are 
changing reading, writing, and research. 

“The Atlantic is one of the giants in magazine
publishing, and it is evidence of Dr. Jacobs’ influential 
voice that he is now regularly blogging for the online 
version,” says Dr. Jill Baumgaertner, dean of humanities 
and theological studies. 

Dr. Jacobs joined Wheaton’s faculty in 1984 and is  
the author of The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of
Distraction. To read his latest posts, visit theatlantic.com/
technology.

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Jaime Orewiler ’12 was named
the 2011 National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America (NSCAA) 
Division III Women’s Soccer Player of 
the Year. Jaime is the fourth player in 
Wheaton’s history to be recognized as 
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sWheaton Senior Named NSCAA Division III 
Women’s Soccer Player of the Year

the Division III Player of the Year.
Jaime earns the Player of the Year 

award in a senior season that also 
saw her earn her second consecutive 
NSCAA First Team All-American 
selection. A two-time College 
Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin 
(CCIW) Player of the Year, Jaime 
scored 15 goals, with 16 assists this 
season. She helped lead Wheaton to the 
national championship match with five 
goals and four assists in Wheaton’s six 
postseason matches.

Wheaton women’s soccer head coach 
Pete Felske ’86 says of Jaime, “She is 
a difference-maker who has proven 
herself time and time again against 
some of the best teams in the country.” 
He adds, “She loves Jesus and has 
always given Him the glory. She is a 
very special young lady who is humble 
and unassuming. Jaime has always 
served her teammates through a quiet 
leadership.”

In her four seasons at Wheaton, 
Jaime registered 48 career goals with 31 
assists. She is seventh in the Wheaton 
career record books in goals, seventh in 
assists, and sixth in total points. Jaime is 
a French and mathematics double major 
at Wheaton, twice earning Capital One 
Academic All-American recognition. 

Dr. Mary Hopper
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Faculty Receive Promotions 
and/or Tenure
The following faculty promotion, tenure, 

and emeritus status actions were 

approved by the Board of Trustees on 

February 11, 2012. All are ef fective  

July 1, 2012.

Emeritus
Dr. Dean Arnold ’64  Anthropology

Dr. Robert Gregory  Psychology 

Dr. James Halteman  Business 

and Economics 

Dr. Terence Perciante ’67 

Mathematics 

Dr. Leland Ryken  English 

Dr. Howard Whitaker ’63  Music 

Dr. Paul Wiens  Music 

Mr. John Zimmerman ’66  Music 

  

Tenure

Dr. Jeffrey Barbeau  Theology

Dr. Darren Craig  Physics

Dr. Brett Foster  English

Dr. Christine Gardner  Communication

Mr. David Hooker  Art

Dr. Beth Jones  Theology

Dr. Stephen Lovett  Mathematics

Dr. Richard Richardson  Evangelism

Dr. Noah Toly ’99  Urban Studies and

Politics & International Relations

Dr. Timothy Yontz  Music Education

 

Promotion from Assistant Professor 
to Associate Professor and Tenure
Dr. Kelly Flanagan  Psychology

Dr. Emily Langan ’94  Communication

 

Promotion from Assistant 
Professor to Associate Professor

Mr. David Malone, M.A. ’92  Library 

Science

 

Promotion from Associate 
Professor to Professor
Dr. Daniel Burden  Chemistry

Dr. Sally Schwer Canning  Psychology

Dr. Lynn Cohick  New Testament

Dr. Lynn Cooper, M.A. ’74 

Communication

Dr. L. Kristen Page  Biology

Dr. Daniel Treier  Theology

Dr. Peter Walters  Applied Health 

Science

Wheaton Faculty Member 
Continues with Ashkelon Dig
Dr. Daniel Master, professor of archeology, 

along with a team of professional archaeologists, 

volunteers, and students will take part in the Leon 

Levy Expedition to Ashkelon June 9-July 20, 2012. 

The annual excavation at the ancient seaport city 

of Ashkelon, Israel, started in 1985, and Dr. Master 

expects more than 70 people to participate in this 

year’s excavation.

Dr. Master started as a volunteer at Ashkelon 

in 1991, and is now field director and co-principal 

investigator of the project. “Looking back I can see 

that early in that first summer I was already hooked,” 

says Dr. Master. “The fresh air, the outdoors, the 

physical exertion, and the touch of the past kept me 

first to the field in the morning and last to the hotel in 

the afternoon. I also gained a fuller appreciation for 

the work that happens before and after the season. 

Operating a dig is almost like running a small company 

dedicated to exploring the wonders of history.”

Ashkelon is home to such finds as the oldest 

arched gate in the world, dating back to early 

second millennium B.C., and other artifacts now 

showcased in the Israel Museum. Sponsors for the 

research project include Wheaton College, Boston 

College, The Harvard Semitic Museum, and the 

Leon Levy Foundation.

To learn more about the ongoing excavation 

project, visit digashkelon.com.
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New M.A. in Missional Church 
Movements
Wheaton College’s intercultural studies
department recently announced the offering 
of an M.A. in missional church movements. 
The new master’s degree is the culmination of 
conversations between Dr. Rick Richardson, 
director of M.A. in evangelism and leadership 
and associate professor of intercultural 
studies, and a number of external partners 
and leaders in the growing church planting, 
missional church, and multi-site church 
movements. “Such reproducing churches and 
movements have been especially prominent 
in the majority world but are now being 
actively sought and prayed for by increasing 
numbers of younger leaders in the West,” says 
Dr. Richardson. “It is this growing number 
of younger leaders from the West and from 

around the globe whom we are seeking to serve 
and help shape through this new program.”

Courses will be offered mostly in the 
summer, and the new degree also offers a 
strong emphasis on organizational and change 
leadership, exploring how to develop change 
leaders who can be catalysts for missional 
innovation, lead organizations in mission, build 
teams, and foster entrepreneurial environments. 
Three overarching values that shape the new 
degree include: mission, imitation of Jesus’ 
pattern of mission, and ministry reproduction. 
“The increasingly missionary context that now 
exists,” says Dr. Richardson, “is precipitating 
the need for new, more missional, expressions of 
Christianity and innovative forms of church.”

To learn more, visit www.wheaton.edu/
Academics/Departments/INTR/Missional-
Church-Movements.
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As a Wheaton student Julie was a
member of the women’s basketball 
program for three seasons and is among 
the top 10 on Wheaton’s all-time points-
per-game list and also on the team's all-
time assists list. She worked as a coach 
and teacher in Public School District 
#54 in Schaumburg, Illinois, before 
joining Wheaton’s athletics staff in 2003, 
most recently serving as the associate 
athletics director. 

Julie says that her experience as a 
student-athlete at Wheaton has provided 
insight into the impact athletics can 
have, as well as the influence of great 
coaching. “My coach, Beth Baker ’77, 
was a significant voice in my life,” 
she says, noting that Coach Baker 
modeled strong, natural leadership. 
The opportunity to play under such 
a role model, and with a group of 
like-minded athletes, shaped Julie’s 
positive experience at Wheaton, and 
now motivates her “to help continue to 
provide that same type of experience  
for current and future student-athletes.”

Men’s head basketball coach Mike 
Schauer ’93 says, “The fact that Julie is a 
former student-athlete at Wheaton is a 
significant benefit to her current role as 
athletics director. It means she has a 
passion for Wheaton athletics that runs 
very deep, and it also means she under-
stands the unique challenges that our 
student-athletes face, the caliber of our 
league, and the caliber of the student-
athletes necessary to compete in it.”

“One of Julie’s strongest off-the-court 
assets as a student-athlete was her desire 
to be real and authentic as a Christian 

Meet Number Five
A former coach and Wheaton alumna now heads up Thunder sports as new athletics director. 

by Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

Since 1926, when the first athletics
director assumed this post, Wheaton has 
had only four: Ed Coray ’23, Harvey 
Chrouser ’34, Jack Swartz ’52, and Tony 
Ladd. 

As of September 2011, Julie Schmela 
Davis ’91 is the fifth. 

In her role as athletics director, Julie 
guides a 22-sport program that strives 
for success on the court and on the field, 
while also fulfilling Wheaton’s mission. 
President Philip Ryken ’88 says, “Julie is 
a clear thinker and dynamic leader who 
understands the role athletics should play 
in the Christian life.”

woman,” remembers Coach Baker, 
who served as women’s basketball coach 
from 1986-2011. “Whenever we had 
conversations, they usually came around 
to the topic of Christian living and how 
one integrates their personal relationship 
with Christ into everyday life.” 

Touting Julie’s administrative and 
problem-solving skills, Beth says, “Julie 
loves athletics and she gets coaches, 
having been one herself.” 

But it was Beth, Julie insists, who 
helped prepare her for the position she 
now holds and who also shaped how she 
wants to serve. “Quite frankly, I learned 
as much from her about how to walk 
more deeply with the Lord and apply 
His truth to my life as I learned about 
the game of basketball.” She remembers 
purposely sitting at the front of the  
van when the team took road trips “to 
get in on the conversations with Coach,” 
and says the Scripture that Beth often 
quoted has helped guide her through 
life’s challenges, continually reminding 
her to place her trust in the Lord. 

Julie notes, “It is incredibly gratifying 
to see how our coaches bring spiritual 
lessons to bear in highly competitive 
environments.” 

Seeing her role as that of empowering 
Wheaton’s coaches, Julie says, “We 
would not be fulfilling our mission 
in Wheaton athletics if we weren’t 
challenging students in their faith while 
honing their God-given athletic abilities. 
I am thankful for the coaches and staff 
who have given their lives to this worthy 
endeavor—building students for Christ 
and His Kingdom.” 

WHEATON sports
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Thunder Recap Fall 2011

Women’s Soccer was 23-2-2 and 

finished second in Division III, advancing to 

the National Championship. Jaime Orewiler 

’12, Laura Karsten ’12, and Keri Shannon 

’13 were named All-Americans. Orewiler, 

the Division III and CCIW Player of the Year, 

scored 15 goals with 16 assists this season. 

She capped her career with 48 goals and 

31 assists.

Men’s Soccer was 10-8-2 this fall 

and finished second in the CCIW. Drew 

Golz ’12 led Wheaton with 10 goals and  

six assists. Golz earned a First Team 

Academic All-American award for the 

second-straight year and was honored  

as the 2011 Division III Capital One 

Academic All-American of the Year.

Football quarterback Garrett Meador 

’12 was named the CCIW’s Offensive Player 

of the Year and also the North Region 

Offensive Player of the Year by D3football.

com. The team finished 2011 with an 8-2 

record. Kicker Scott Roche ’12 earned 

honorable mention All-American recogni-

tion from D3football.com. He made 13  

of his 16 field goals this season and set a 

new school record for career f ield goals 

with 40, the 12th-highest total in Division III 

history. Roche and tight end JJ Clark ’12 

each earned Capital One Academic 

All-American recognition.

Women’s Tennis won its 17th CCIW 

Championship in October as Elizabeth Worsowicz 

’12 was named the conference’s “Player of 

the Year” for the third consecutive season. 

Worsowicz won the conference title at number-

one singles and paired with teammate Sarah 

Ray ’13 to win the championship at number-one 

doubles. The Thunder posted an 8-1 record.

Men’s and Women’s Cross 
Country competed at the 2011 NCAA Division 

III Cross Country Championships, marking 

Wheaton’s fif th all-time appearance in the 

championship and first time since 2005. The 

Thunder finished 12th in the 32-team  

field at Nationals. Mark Phil l ips ’13 finished 24th 

at Nationals, earning All-American recognition. 

The men’s team took second at the CCIW 

Championships, while the women placed fourth. 

Phil l ips was the top performer for the Thunder 

men at the conference meet and Annie Shults ’13 

highlighted the effort of the women’s team.

Women’s Volleyball posted a 22-13 

record in 2011. Setter Jenna McCallister ’12 

earned All-Region honors from the American 

Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA). 

McCallister led the Thunder in assists this year 

and closed her career second in school  

history in assists with 3,889 in her four seasons. 

Women’s Golf took seventh at the CCIW 

Championship this fall, with Sarah Moore ’14 

earning All-CCIW accolades for her eighth-place 

finish. 

For more on the Thunder, visit 

athletics.wheaton.edu
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WHEATON view

Sharing a desire to 

worship God through black gospel 

music, a group of  Wheaton  

students came together in 1986 to 

form the Gospel Choir. 

An official student organization 

since 1987, some 25 years later 

the Wheaton College Gospel 

Choir brings nearly 60 students 

from different ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds together to tour  

across the country, as well as 

internationally, praising God 

through song. 

Two of  the founding members, 

Adonya Seldon Little ’90 and 

Vanessa Wilson ’90, served as the 

choir’s first directors. Over the  

years the choir has grown not only  

in size, but also in purpose. In 

addition to touring, the choir 

participates in community service 

projects, and even traveled  

on a mission trip to the rural 

Bahamas. 

Serving as the director for the past 

22 years, Tanya Egler says, “Our 

hope is that people’s lives will be 

positively changed in places that we 

may never be able to go because 

they will hear songs that God 

actually placed in our hearts to share 

with the world.”

25 years of   the Gospel Truth

Join the Celebration
You, too, can commemorate the Gospel Choir’s 25th anniversary. Order their  
third CD, Legacy, released in March 2012; a Legacy documentary and reunion concert 
DVD; and a historical photo book from the Wheaton College Bookstore: online at  
www.wheatonbooks.com; or by phone, 630-752-5119. 
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25 years of   the Gospel Truth
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Dispatch from cairo

From Tahrir Square to the “Garbage City” slum to local churches, our
alumnus reporter, Jeremy Weber ’05, traversed the streets of Cairo.  
He brings to us snapshots of the city, as well as perspectives from alumni 
in Egypt on the state of the nation and its Christian church.

by Jeremy Weber ’05

(top to bottom)
Tahrir Square today is
filled with tents offering
drinks and discussions.

Volunteers operate a
field hospital in the
courtyard of Kasr El
Dobara Evangelical
Church.

Wealthy Copts are
helping poor Copts
in this slum to create
better jobs from
recycling Cairo’s trash.

A vendor in Tahrir
Square, just months
after the revolution.

(at left )
This graffiti-strewn
barricade near Tahrir
Square prevents
demonstrators from
reaching government
buildings.
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you tea, flags, and face paint. Some occupants are activists; 
others are street vendors and homeless youth. Nearby 
streets leading to the Ministry of Interior, Parliament, and 
other government buildings are walled off by large blocks 
of concrete stacked four high, though determined youths 
managed to tear down one wall with their bare hands while  
I was there. Effigies hang from two street lamps. The burned-
out husk of the National Democratic Party building—long a 
symbol of the 30-year Mubarak dictatorship—looms over the 
salmon-colored Museum of Egyptian Antiquities. The two 
buildings serve as a striking visual reminder of Egypt’s ancient 
past and tumultuous present.

ChurCh Matters
Too many Western headlines have focused on the alarming 
prospect of Coptic Christians—who comprise roughly  
10 percent of Egypt’s 83 million people—fleeing en masse 
similar to exoduses seen from Iraq and other regional 
neighbors. The dozens of Orthodox and evangelicals I spoke 
with acknowledge that many Coptic Christians do fear that 
governmental and societal discrimination against them will 
get worse. Some have left Egypt; others wish they could. But 
many are eagerly staying and working toward a better future.

Some Coptic Christians are shocked at how much violence 
has taken place against Christians—often in small villages in 
Upper Egypt—since the revolution. But others are shocked 
at the tremendous interfaith freedom that now exists—at 
least in major cities such as Cairo. Some churches have sadly 
been burned down. But more churches—and mosques—are 
springing up as communities rush to build sacred spaces in the 
effective absence of any government oversight.

Most of the Coptic Christians I met argue that this is 
the precise time for Orthodox, Protestants, and Catholics 
to stay in Egypt, not leave it. Many people told me that 
the revolution tore down the “wall of fear” that Christians 
had lived behind for so long. Instead of waiting for 
denominational leaders to negotiate grievances with the 
government, today Coptic Christians—especially youth 
under 30, who comprise more than 40 percent of Egyptians—
from all denominations are publicly voicing their concerns 
and taking action as citizens.

I attended services at the largest Arabic-speaking church 
in the world, 6,000-member Kasr El Dobara Evangelical 
Church, where Wheaton alumnus Atef Sami Barnaba M.A. 
’94 serves as a pastor. Located one block from Tahrir Square, 
the church has been heavily involved in the revolution: 
leading prayer in Tahrir, hosting a memorial service for those 
killed, and opening up its courtyard as a triage center. Today 
it hosts a weekly prayer meeting interceding for the nation.

s I explored a chaotic Tahrir Square on the first 
anniversary of Egypt’s revolution, a small mark in 
the sea of graffiti caught my eye. Closer inspection 

revealed a red stencil of a crescent and a cross—with an  
ichthus scrawled on top for good measure. 

Such symbols of religious unity are surprisingly easy to 
stumble upon across Cairo today. Idealistic as they may be, 
they symbolize that centuries-old relations between Egypt’s 
Christians and Muslims have entered a new era.

I explored Cairo this February from roughly the time of 
the Port Said soccer massacre that claimed more than 70 lives 
until the one-year anniversary of military dictator Hosni 
Mubarak’s removal from power. My goal was to speak with 

Coptic Christian leaders and 
laypeople about their hopes 
and fears for the future. 

Most news footage—
including the Reuters 
breaking news report that 
played on my overseas flight 
from Chicago—has given the 
impression that Cairo is full of 
unrest. But in this sprawling 
megacity of 20 million, most 

of life goes on. I witnessed two boisterous Egyptian wedding 
celebrations—one in my hotel lobby and one on a bridge 
spanning the Nile—within easy walking distance from where 
demonstrators clashed with police on tear gas-filled streets 
near Tahrir. I walked neighborhood boulevards lined with 
Egyptians sitting in colorful plastic chairs as they smoked 
hookahs, watched soccer games, or played backgammon 
late into the night. I witnessed a packed evening service at 
Saint Samaan the Tanner, a Coptic Orthodox cave church in 
Cairo’s infamous “Garbage City” slum.

Cairo’s tourist attractions, however, were another matter. 
At the famous pyramids in Giza, the expansive parking 
lot hosted few vehicles during the peak tourism season of 
Egyptian winter. The museum room housing King Tut’s 
famous golden mask had crowd-control measures that seemed 
silly without any throngs of tourists to contain.

You can hardly walk down a single block in central Cairo 
today without seeing signs of change. Egyptian flags are 
everywhere, as is graffiti—displays of patriotism and religious 
unity that capture the optimism after Mubarak’s fall mix with 
more recent satire and hostility against the military police. 
Seemingly every wall space not covered in graffiti has election 
posters instead.

Tahrir Square today is reminiscent of an Occupy Wall 
Street encampment; however, this one is determined to sell 

a

(top to bottom)
Tahrir Square today is 
filled with tents offering 
drinks and discussions.

Volunteers operate a 
field hospital in the 
courtyard of Kasr El 
Dobara Evangelical 
Church.

Wealthy Copts are 
helping poor Copts 
in this slum to create 
better jobs from 
recycling Cairo’s trash. 

A vendor in Tahrir 
Square, just months 
after the revolution.

(at left ) 
This graffiti-strewn 
barricade near Tahrir 
Square prevents 
demonstrators from 
reaching government 
buildings.
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Atef oversees a network of 600 churches throughout Egypt. He
distributes resources developed by Kasr El Dobara to small churches that 
lack staff, training, and funds.
“What we have seen happen in Egypt in the past year was phenomenal 

in every sense,” he says. “Our church has been praying for change and 
spiritual awakening for 10 years. But no one imagined that the change 
would be this drastic.”

Coptic Christians are proud that Egyptians have stood up for freedom 
and a better life, says Atef, though many do fear their unknown future 
under an Islamist government. Kasr El Dobara is more optimistic. “We 
believe there might be more difficulty, but it will not be very different 
from what we have gone through,” says Atef. “We are enjoying relative 
freedom to bring the gospel to those who need it, [and] we are noticing 
an increased interest in it from Muslims around us.”
“We are living under a certain amount of pressure,” says Atef. “But I 

want to convey that the church in Egypt is alive and well.” 
Another Wheaton alumnus, Rev. Paul-Gordon Chandler ’86, has 

served as rector of the suburban Maadi’s Church of St. John the Baptist 
since 2003. A biblical studies major who grew up in Muslim-majority 
Senegal and has worked throughout the Islamic world, he has never seen a 
better time to be a Christian in Egypt.
“The interfaith freedom that now exists is unbelievable,” says Paul-

Gordon. He has seen a dramatic surge of Muslims attending his Anglican 
services and programs. “They feel freedom to come.”

This is the fruit of years spent building relationships with local  
Muslim leaders. “I’m not so interested in interfaith dialogue, but I am 
passionate about interfaith friendship,” he says. “These friendships  
are more difficult to accomplish, because they involve investing yourself. 

The Road Ahead 
The alumnus rector of an  
Episcopal/Anglican church  
in Cairo strives to build 
understanding. 

by Rev. Paul-Gordon Chandler ’86

Coptic Orthodox worship in a Garbage City church carved into a
sandstone cave on the outskirts of Cairo. Most Christians in this
slum make their living by collecting and recycling Cairo’s trash.
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Not long ago, the world’s eyes focused on Egypt as her dramatic 18-day revolution

captured the attention of the global media. During and following the demonstrations, 

Egyptians witnessed an unprecedented coming together of Muslims and Christians at 

the grassroots level as people of the two faiths worked side by side to re-shape the 

country, and youth voluntarily joined together to beautify their cities. 

Now, a little over a year later, interfaith relations have become all the more critical, 

with growing strife leading to incidents of tragic sectarian violence, including the burning 

of churches and mosques. The reasons for these sectarian conflicts are complex and 

varied. Egypt is unique among Middle Eastern countries, as up to 10 percent of its 

population is Christian. Many of these Christians belong to the Coptic Orthodox Church, 

and trace their heritage to the first-century church founded by the Gospel writer Mark. 

As it becomes evident that religion will play a significant role in shaping Egypt’s future, 

concerns have heightened. The Coptic Orthodox Church is concerned by the growing 

political influence of more conservative Islamic groups. Christians in Egypt, as well as 

many moderate Muslims, do not seek a more distinctly Muslim nation, but rather a truly 

democratic state, with religion separate from political rule. 

In spite of growing concerns, there is still much that is positive. In essence the 

Tara Peters ’03 (right) showed her sister, Carrie Peters
’08, the sights of Cairo during a visit in January 2012.
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But they are more effective.”
His church creates opportunities for friendships between Egyptian 

Christians and Muslims, including a groundbreaking faith and arts festival 
and an immersion program where priests and imams can learn about the 
other faith, including a homestay with families. 

More AluMni PersPectives
Tara Peters ’03 arrived on January 19 last year to begin a master’s in 
international human rights law at the American University in Cairo. 
Six days later was the now-infamous “Day of Rage” when protesters 
first took to the streets en masse against the Mubarak regime.

 Her classes—which were right next to Tahrir Square—delayed 
indefinitely, Tara left for Switzerland, but returned after Mubarak was 
deposed, and classes finally began.

Sitting in the second-floor cafe of a bookstore in Maadi, Tara 
describes to me the atmosphere on Cairo’s campuses.

The day we meet is the one-year anniversary of Mubarak’s departure. 
Classes are suspended so that students can partake in civic engagement 
activities amid a nationwide day of civil disobedience called for by 
student leaders at most of Cairo’s universities.

Tara sees her university’s mostly Egyptian student body increasingly 
eager to learn about democracy and participate in shaping Egypt’s 
model—especially after the death of a student in the Port Said massacre.

The mood on campus oscillates between optimism and pessimism.  
“It’s a spectrum. It depends on who you ask and on what day you ask,” 
says Tara. “Students are frustrated that there hasn’t been more change. 
Yet there have been some amazing days of unity or gathering.”

Working in the university’s writing center, Tara helped an Egyptian 

student edit an essay about a Tahrir gathering complete with families 
and face-painting. He wrote, “This is the image of what I want the 
country to be.”

Tara studied international relations at Wheaton and then worked at 
World Relief resettling refugees, including some from Iraq.

 “I came to Egypt to diversify my training and learn about urban 
refugee populations. I didn’t expect to be coming during a revolution,” 
she says. “But you learn things by living through it that you can’t just 
by reading about it.”

Living closer through the revolution’s twists and turns is Philip 
Rizk ’04, an Egyptian-German filmmaker and activist with Mosireen, 
a nonprofit media collective formed during the revolution. The 
collective attempts to promote the revolution in part by documenting 
it and distributing their footage so that the Egyptian public can see past 
the state-controlled media’s version of events.

On an 11th-story rooftop with an unobstructed view of downtown 
Cairo, I share Turkish coffee with Philip. The famous Alabaster 
Mosque looms on one horizon; the Great Pyramid of Giza peaks 
through the hazy sea of concrete buildings on the other.

Philip knows the cost of activism. He was kidnapped in 2009 by state 
security officers during a peaceful march on behalf of Gaza—where he 
lived for two years after Wheaton—and interrogated for four days until 
an international network of friends—including Wheaton alumni—
protested on his behalf and generated enough media interest to prompt 
his release. We meet hours before the anniversary of the moment he 
was finally freed.

“I got involved in activism because, as I studied philosophy at 
Wheaton, just reading and writing was too distant from reality,” 
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not long ago, the world’s eyes focused on Egypt as her dramatic 18-day revolution 

captured the attention of the global media. During and following the demonstrations, 

Egyptians witnessed an unprecedented coming together of Muslims and Christians at 

the grassroots level as people of the two faiths worked side by side to re-shape the 

country, and youth voluntarily joined together to beautify their cities. 

Now, a little over a year later, interfaith relations have become all the more critical, 

with growing strife leading to incidents of tragic sectarian violence, including the burning 

of churches and mosques. The reasons for these sectarian conflicts are complex and 

varied. Egypt is unique among Middle Eastern countries, as up to 10 percent of its 

population is Christian. Many of these Christians belong to the Coptic Orthodox Church, 

and trace their heritage to the first-century church founded by the Gospel writer Mark. 

As it becomes evident that religion will play a significant role in shaping Egypt’s future, 

concerns have heightened. The Coptic Orthodox Church is concerned by the growing 

political influence of more conservative Islamic groups. Christians in Egypt, as well as 

many moderate Muslims, do not seek a more distinctly Muslim nation, but rather a truly 

democratic state, with religion separate from political rule. 

In spite of growing concerns, there is still much that is positive. In essence the 

Egyptian revolution has sparked a summons to national unity. Today more Muslim imams 

and church leaders address religious harmony and the importance of working together, 

but this may be because it is known how fragile relationships are, and the dangerous 

consequences of the alternative for Egypt’s future. Solutions that address the deep 

roots of the sectarian dilemma are urgently needed as Egypt moves into this new era.

In this context, St. John’s Church-Maadi where I have served as the rector since 

2003, is playing a critical role. For 80 years, this international English-speaking church 

has served as a unique bridge and catalyst for Christian/Muslim and East/West 

relations. Today we are seeking to embrace a new spirit of solidarity through “practical 

demonstrations of dialogue.” Our annual Caravan Festival of the Arts seeks to use 

visual art, literature, film, and music to build bridges, enhance understanding and 

respect, and deepen friendships. 

For several years, this ten-day festival has attracted several thousand visitors from 

around Egypt and the world. This year, more than 45 artists will create works reflecting 

the theme “The Road Ahead.” While that road may be long and difficult, we are 

focused on seeing an end to sectarian strife and the establishment of an Egyptian 

society that inherently respects and honors religious diversity.

  W H E A T O N     17

88119_12_32.indd   17 3/30/12   3:19 PM



Jennifer Cate ’93

Jeannette Rizk Tannous ’02 and her husband Jack Tannous.

“I have been blessed by so many people there.”
—Jennifer Cate ’93
As the sun rises over the rows of shacks on the
hills of Manshayet Nasr, fathers and sons stir, and then hitch
up their donkeys to carts, or hop into pickup trucks to begin
another day of picking through garbage for recyclables. They
return home later in the day to empty their loads into their living
rooms—where wives and daughters then sort and stack the
paper, plastics, tin, and more.

In the midst of this community, where the streets reek with
sewage, Jennifer Cate ’93, executive director of Hands Along
the Nile, sees glimmers of hope every time she walks into a local
training center for girls. “It’s clean, it’s neat, and there young
women are learning not only basic literacy and better ways of
relating to one another, but also marketable skills [from making
quilts and blankets, to rugs, or greeting cards out of scraps of
fabric and paper] that will help raise their quality of life by giving
them voices as income earners.”

Started by a group of Egyptian women, this training center is
just one of the projects supported by Hands Along the Nile, the
development organization headquartered in Washington, D.C.,
where Jennifer has worked for the last nine years. The training

center then sells these wares in the United States through Ten
Thousand Villages shops and craft sales all over the nation.

The daughter of missionaries, Jennifer spent part of her
childhood in Egypt, and returned to earn her master’s degree at
the American University in Cairo. She has also worked for the U.S.
State Department as an outreach coordinator in Syria. Her current
role takes her to Egypt several times a year to check on projects,
including the training center, and to lead insight trips for donors.

Having spent so much of her life in the Middle East, Jennifer
says, “I have been blessed by so many people there, I hope I can
be a voice for the positive attributes of their culture, as well as
providing opportunities for the underserved there.”

“We have waited so long for change.”
—Jeannette Rizk Tannous ’02
During the first days of the revolution, Jeannette Rizk
Tannous ’02 traveled to a building just off Tahrir Square to set up
a relief station at a friend’s apartment with five others. Instead of
finding her friend at home, she and the others found themselves
trapped in a hallway that quickly filled with protestors fleeing
the soldiers who were slowly moving down the street. Tear gas
canisters began flying, and clouds of stinging fumes filled the air.
The six found use for the oil and first aid supplies they carried with
them. “A lot of people were shot in the face by rubber bullets, and
hundreds lost their eyesight during the revolution,” she explains.
This memory now serves as a powerful reminder of the need for
reform of the militaristic government.

Raised in Egypt, and of Egyptian and German descent, Jeanette
worked for a year at World Relief in Wheaton after graduation
before returning to her native land. Recently married by Rev.
Paul-Gordon Chandler ’86, she moved to Washington, D.C., last
fall to be with her husband. She began an internship with an

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Four alumni who lived in Egypt for significant 
portions of their lives discuss their work, experiences, 
and impressions of life in a country in transition. 

Out of Egypt
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says Philip. “I first learned to use a camera through a photo course with 
Associate Professor of Art] Greg Schreck, which is the backdrop to how I use 
video today. Images are very powerful, and here many people don’t take the 
time to read.”

Philip is one of many Egyptians who believe that a religious govern-
ment—Islamists recently won nearly 75 percent of the seats in Egypt’s 
new parliament—is an unavoidable but important phase on Egypt’s road 
to democracy, and hope that it will quickly fail as Egyptians realize they 
don’t want to go the direction of Pakistan. He shares the belief that the 
replacement of Mubarak with his military allies—the Supreme Council of 
the Armed Forces—is not true change, and interprets the parliamentary 
elections as an attempt to maintain the status quo.
“If we do not keep on fighting today for deep change, we will return 

to square one,” says Philip. “But the most important consequence of this 
past year is the change in people. So many now know that if they think for 
themselves and then act, things will change. That kind of consciousness 
cannot be taught in schools or [learned through] books.”

Advice for the West
To Wheaton alumni wondering how to interact with the growing Muslim 
minority in the U.S., Paul-Gordon advises that American evangelicals focus 
on acts of service and support instead of traditional proclamation-driven 
approaches. “Let these be true stand-alone friendships,” he says. “In that 
context, Muslims, because they are very theo-centric, are the easiest people 
in the world to talk about faith with.”

Philip advises that American Christians take a more critical interest in U.S. 
foreign policy, given that the American government supported Mubarak’s 
repressive regime with billions in aid. 

Tara recommends seeking out and learning from immigrants and others 
who are different from us, which “helps give us a more complete picture of 
ourselves, God, and the gospel.”

Atef encourages Wheaton alumni to come partner with Middle Eastern 
churches. “You cannot imagine how much your skills and knowledge are 
needed in the Third World,” he says. “There is tremendous need. You can 
make a difference.” 

Many Coptic leaders I met expressed deep appreciation for the support of 
U.S. Christians. But they asked for one thing: That we advocate for human 
rights and religious freedom for all in Egypt, not just for Christians. When 
foreign advocacy focuses exclusively on the Coptic minority, it reinforces 
the misperception that Christianity is merely a foreign religion. But 
Christianity predates Islam in Egypt by centuries. And the Coptic leaders I 
met are eager to stay and help birth a new democracy that will protect their 
rights as well as those of their fellow Muslim countrymen. They claim the 
promise of Isaiah 19:25, displayed in many churches nationwide: “Blessed be 
Egypt my people.”

Jeremy Weber ’05 is news editor at Christianity Today. His in-depth report 
on the future of Coptic Christians in Egypt can be found in that magazine’s 
June 2012 issue.P
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organization that equips and mobilizes women and girls to achieve 
gender equality. 

Leaving Egypt at this pivotal time was difficult for Jeannette, 
who says, “We have waited so long for change.” She also found 
it difficult to leave the work she was doing—having created 
a niche for herself, working in media and film production with 
development organizations. “I have many blessings in my life—a 
supportive family, an amazing education, the opportunities to 
travel and move freely between cultures and people. I feel that 
this gives me an obligation to use the knowledge I have to better 
other people’s lives—especially women’s lives in Egypt.”

“It felt like we had this truck in the desert full of 
water, and some were realizing that they were 
really thirsty.” 
in May of 2009, [NamES WIthhELd] were asked to leave 
Egypt by the government. the couple knew they were fortunate 
to stay as long as they did. “Several of my friends were gone after 
just six or eight years,” he says. 

having staff meet and talk with people, including many veiled, 
conservative muslims, at public book tables was very rewarding. 

“It felt like we had this truck in the desert full of water, and some 
were realizing that they were really thirsty,” he says. 

his organization also partnered with other ministries to 
encourage local Christians, including one of his former co-
workers. 

the couple now work in another middle Eastern country. 
“What matters most is that God is doing amazing work at this 
critical time. many thousands are praying, both in and outside of 
churches, and Christians are leading muslims in prayer.”



t
concentrations) and  two doctoral programs are offered. 
       “The graduate programs of Wheaton College focus on areas 
of strategic importance as we seek to bring Christian belief and 
perspectives to bear on the needs of contemporary society,” says  
Vice Provost and Graduate Dean Dr. Jeffrey Moshier. “The result  
is graduate faculty and 6,000 alumni who have had, and are having,  
a profound influence on the global church and society worldwide—
and the potential exists for even greater impact.” 

Where are today’s graduate alumni?
720 work and minister in 80 countries besides the U.S. 

650 serve as missionaries or work for mission agencies 

630 work in a church or parachurch ministry 

629 serve in higher education 

319 teach in primary or secondary schools  

750 M.A. and 110 Psy.D. graduates serve in settings such as hospitals, 

private practice, academia, and missions

Since the age of ten, I wanted to be a missionary. 
I can still picture Don McClure, a missionary from Sudan (and  
author of Red-Headed, Rash and Religious), telling stories at our dining 
room table. These stories captivated me, and I wanted to be just  
like him. He loved Africa, and I began to be drawn there, too. 

The fire for missions continued to burn as I attended Wheaton 
College. But it was the Wheaton Graduate School that provided  
solid preparation for my career, as the theology and practice of 
missions came together through the teaching of gifted professors.  
Will Norton ’36 broadened my missionary horizons—opening my 
eyes to 2,000 years of missions history. He helped me to see that  
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my calling to missions didn’t make me an odd ball; instead, I belonged 
to a strong heritage of flawed yet heroic missionaries. Lois LeBar  
M.A. ’45 introduced me to a philosophy of education that guided my 
curriculum writing in Nigeria. Her book Education that Is Christian 
turned out to be far more “practical” than the so-called practical 
courses. Larry Richards hon taught a model of Bible teaching that 
was adaptable cross-culturally. Marvin Mayers ’49 introduced me 
to insights of bicultural values and made me thirsty to explore these 
further in my doctoral work. Merrill Tenney hon taught me how 
to study the Book of John intensively. Alva Steffler hon opened my 
eyes to the art of photography. 

obal:      
        
                  

The Wheaton College Graduate School continues  
to prepare leaders for global service.

he year was 1937 when a generous bequest provided President J. 
Oliver Buswell and Wheaton’s Board of Trustees an opportunity to do 
something they had been wanting to do since at least 1928:  introduce 
or, rather, reintroduce graduate level education. Interestingly, about 
50 years earlier, in 1876, master’s degrees were already listed in the 
Wheaton College catalog. Over the years, however, such programs 
came and went, ending when they were not financially sustainable. 
       But it was the promise of this bequest 75 years ago that has 
traditionally marked the beginning of the Wheaton College Graduate 
School, as five students began their studies leading to master’s 
degrees in theology. 
       Today nearly 600 graduate students are enrolled in five academic 
departments: biblical and theological studies, Christian formation 
and ministry, education, intercultural studies, and psychology. 
Eleven master of arts degrees  (some with multiple certifications or 

In Celebration: 75Years

BOArD Of TrUSTEES 1940

GrADUATE SChOOl ClASS, CIrCA 1960s

Glimpse the incredible strength and  
reach of Wheaton’s graduate programs 
as seen through the eyes of a student,  
professor, administrator, missionary,  
and trustee.
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The Wheaton College
Graduate School
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my calling to missions didn’t make me an odd ball; instead, I belonged 
to a strong heritage of flawed yet heroic missionaries. Lois LeBar  
M.A. ’45 introduced me to a philosophy of education that guided my 
curriculum writing in Nigeria. Her book Education that Is Christian 
turned out to be far more “practical” than the so-called practical 
courses. Larry Richards hon taught a model of Bible teaching that 
was adaptable cross-culturally. Marvin Mayers ’49 introduced me 
to insights of bicultural values and made me thirsty to explore these 
further in my doctoral work. Merrill Tenney hon taught me how 
to study the Book of John intensively. Alva Steffler hon opened my 
eyes to the art of photography. 

My wife, Carol (Savage) ’66, M.A. ’85, and I served in Nigeria for 
13 years. Early on I began using my Wheaton education to develop 
Sunday school curriculum, train teachers, and serve in theological 
education. My studies at the Graduate School became a resource in 
helping with the development of a dynamic, rapidly growing African 
denomination. 

After our service in Nigeria, I signed a one-year contract to teach  
at the Graduate School. I was delighted to find colleagues such as 
Fran White hon who brought together the disciplines of psychology 
and missions; Fred Holland hon, 
one of the founders of theological 
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In Celebration: 75Years

obal:      
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 						 	 	 	 	 						

board of trustees 1940
dean Merrill C. tenney Hon 

(standing) in front of buswell 
Hall (now sCHell Hall).
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by Dr. James Plueddemann ’65, M.A. ’71, Trustee of Wheaton College;  
Professor of Mission and Evangelism, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

1937	A donor bequeaths a significant sum to 

be used to found a theological seminary-training 

course at Wheaton College. President Buswell and 

the Trustees move forward with its establishment, 

even though the estate did not become fully 

available until the 1960s when the last heir died.

1975	The Billy Graham Center Scholarship 

program is established for international students to 

attend the Graduate School. More than 250 

internationals from 100 countries, in addition to 

900 missionaries, have benefited from the 

generosity  of two families. 

1945	The graduate program moves into its 

own building (formerly Wheaton Academy) soon to 

be named Buswell Hall in honor of Wheaton’s  

third president. 

1959  Programs are introduced in Old 

Testament, New Testament, theology, church history, 

and Christian education. 

1968  A new major in missions communication 

is considered the first of its kind in any school of 

theology.  Within a few years, the program achieves 

wide recognition and attracts students from all parts 

of the world.

88119_12_32.indd   21 3/30/12   3:20 PM



America. Steve Griswell ’82, M.A. ’84 is developing cross-cultural
missionaries from Mexico to serve in the Islamic world. Raiko Tako 
Sugimoto M.A. ’84 is at the forefront of leadership development 
for Christian educators in Japan. Bulus Galadima M.A. ’88 is the 
Nigerian president of one of the most significant seminaries in Africa. 
Americo Saavedra M.A. ’90 uses innovative nonformal means to 
develop Christian leaders in Latin America. The late David Mays 
M.A. ’85 was one of the most dynamic missionary mobilizers  
in America. Cheng-Huat Tan M.A. ’92 is a regional director for 
Child Evangelism Fellowship in Singapore. 

As a student, faculty member, acting dean, and mission 
administrator, I’ve been blessed to be a part of the Graduate School’s 
75 years. The Lord’s call on my life at the age of ten was fulfilled  
in ways I would never have dreamed—around the world and  
in the classroom. Through Wheaton Graduate School my call to 
missions was multiplied many times over as committed students  
also answered that call. 

1977	Two hundred of the Graduate School’s 

1,400 alumni have earned doctorates at leading 

universities. Many alumni serve as presidents and 

deans of colleges and seminaries throughout the 

world. 

1980	The Graduate School 

moves into the Billy Graham Center. 

1981	Graduate students are enrolled in four 

fields of study: biblical and theological studies 

(including historical studies), Christian education, 

missions communications, and counseling psychology. 

1993	Doctoral education begins with the doctor 

of psychology (Psy.D.) degree in clinical psychology. 

1998	The Psy.D. program is fully accredited by 

the American Psychological Association; one  

of a small and elite group to attain such accreditation  

before it had graduated a single student.

19
37

-2
0

12
education by extension (TEE); and Jim Engel hon, who had
deep insights into missions and communication. Julius Scott ’56, 
integrated the study of culture in the New Testament with a passion 
for the world. Lois McKinney hon shared my interest in nonformal
education. John Gration M.A. ’52, with his years of experience in 
Congo and Kenya, lovingly mentored me as a new faculty member. 
These colleagues provided a community of scholars with a passion for 
world missions. 

Six months after I began teaching, I was asked to become the acting 
dean. I knew that staying at the Graduate School would require a 
longer-term commitment than I had planned—I wanted only to be 
a missionary. Should my family and I return to our missions work 
in Africa or stay at Wheaton? The Lord led me to realize that my 
primary calling was not necessarily to be a missionary in a distant land, 
but to serve Christ’s kingdom worldwide. 

My years of teaching at the Graduate School, from 1980-1993, were 
rich beyond my imagining, giving me the opportunity to interact 
with and learn from students from all over the globe. Peh-Cheng Ng 
’80, M.A. ’82 is now a professor of Christian education in the Biblical 
Graduate School of Theology in Singapore. Ruth Insook Baek 
M.A. ’90 is at the cutting edge of developing education for the 
thousands of Korean missionary children around the world. Lisa 
Anderson-Umaña M.A. ’93 has shaped leadership development 
for the field of Christian camping in Latin America. David Zac 
Niringiye M.A. ’87 is a bishop in the Anglican church in Uganda. 
Ruth Padilla DeBorst M.A. ’87 has had a powerful and prophetic 
ministry with students and in helping to shape theology in Latin 

2000	The doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) 

program in biblical and theological studies 

begins. Both doctoral programs have been 

strongly competitive in admissions and fully 

enrolled from their inceptions. 

Graduate School faculty, circa 1950s

Billy Graham center ScholarS from 

niGeria, raymond m.a. ’11 and roSe 

oSuchukwu m.a. ’00, now Serve in 

Poland, in church PlantinG.
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of President Duane Litfin to receive my 

doctor of psychology degree. It was the 

first year that Wheaton’s Graduate School 

conferred a doctoral degree. My father 

marched in that same commencement in 

his regalia as a faculty member; and that 

fall, I began teaching in the Graduate 

School, my office just a few doors down 

from my father. For three years, I enjoyed 

the rare blessing of teaching alongside 

my father as a colleague. On those 

days when being a young teacher felt a 

bit overwhelming, I would stop by my 

father’s office, and with a few words of 

wisdom he would set me back on track.

Each semester, I walk the halls of the 

Billy Graham Center on my way to class. 

My life is filled with memories of the 

professors whose voices still echo in these 

classrooms. The faces and names are 

different now, but the tradition continues. 

Wheaton College’s Graduate School 

is a place where students come to be 

challenged, to broaden their knowledge, 

to deepen their character, and to be 

trained for Kingdom service. 

When my father retired from Wheaton, 

he gave me a special gift—his academic 

regalia. Each May I put it on to march 

in commencement as a way to honor 

him and to remember the heritage that 

has been entrusted to the generation of 

professors with whom I now serve. 

In Celebration: 75YearsAfter teaching at the Graduate 
School, Dr. Jim Plueddemann 
served as international director 
for SIM (Serving in Mission) 
for ten years. He now teaches 
intercultural studies at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School. His wife, Carol, is 
minister of congregational life 
at Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church in Warrenville, 
Illinois. 

o   n a quiet afternoon, while working

in my office on the second floor of the 

Billy Graham Center, which overlooks 

Blanchard’s front lawn, I am interrupted by 

a knock at the door. As I open the door, the 

visitor’s countenance quickly changes from 

bright anticipation to puzzlement, and 

instead of a warm greeting, there is the 

tentative question, “Dr. McRay?”

“Yes,” I respond. 

What follows is a conversation that I have 

repeated countless times over the past 

nine years since my father, Dr. John McRay 

hon, retired from his position as professor 

of New Testament and archaeology. I have 

come to look forward to these encounters 

with graduate school alumni who stop by 

my office expecting to find my father. 

I often sit with these new friends, listening 

to stories about the impact that my father 

and his teaching had on these graduates’ 

lives and ministries. A Wheaton graduate 

alumnus myself, we reminisce about 

the amazing professors who shaped our 

experience—Drs. Walter Elwell ’59, M.A. 

’61, Frances White hon, Herb Wolf ’60, and 

Julius Scott, Jr. ’56. We speak of these and 

many other faithful scholars and mentors 

who carried on the legacy of teaching and 

training that is the heart of the Wheaton 

College Graduate School.

In May of 1998, I walked across the 

stage of Edman Chapel, shaking the hand 

The Past Is Present 
One professor’s personal reflection highlights the strengths of the 
Wheaton College Graduate School on its 75th anniversary.

by Dr. Barrett McRay ’83, M.A. ’86, M.A .’95, Psy.D. ’98,  
Chair and Associate Professor of Christian Formation and Ministry 
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by Marisa Foxwell ’13

Campfires+Canoes=College Prep?

One junior looks back on what she gained from
Wheaton’s Passage program at HoneyRock.

Class of 2013 as new  
freshmen, August 2009:  
(l to r) April Burbank,  
Marisa Foxwell, Mary 
Trimeloni, Michelle Goer-
ing, Shelby Swart, and Lynn 
Burnidge; (lying across) 
Jesse Paz.
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by Marisa Foxwell ’13

After a rather precarious, daylong canoe trip, we returned to
HoneyRock for an evening of chatting, pyrotechnics, and s’mores 
around a campfire. As I transitioned into this friendly, adventurous 
community, my uncertainty subsided.

Through the course of my Passage experience, which included 
readings, discussions, activities, and interactions with students and 
professors, I learned about the importance of vulnerability and service 
in community. This camp-track program was a steppingstone from 
childhood to the educational styles, living situations, and cultural 
interactions of college. Passage urged me to begin my collegiate 
experience with courage and humility.

Countless circumstances and activities pushed me to ask for help. 
Whether I was stumbling blindfolded through a maze, tasting strange 
foods, receiving insight from professors, or sharing from my own life, 
I was learning to be vulnerable. The women in my group reciprocated 
this vulnerability as we shared our own life stories, risking utter 
humiliation, yet often finding healing together.

The high-ropes course offered sheer excitement until the split 
second of horror near the end. To do the zip-line, I had to let go of 
every support rope and swing with empty hands over a 15-meter-deep 
abyss to a pole on the opposite side. The instructor had explained that 

In a fierce battle with culture shock, jetlag, and wind chill, I stepped shakily out of my cabin on 
the first morning of HoneyRock Passage. Memories from the night before, of a tiki-torch path 
and campfire in these northwoods of Wisconsin, came to mind as I hopped into a canoe with the 
rest of my group. The women I joined seemed perplexed by my snow hat and my mute, wide-
eyed wonder; but I was enjoying every second, soaking up my time with passionate, funny people, 
although still unsure of what to do or say, having just arrived in the U.S. from my home in Japan.

my harness rope was designed to carry airplanes and freight trains—
surely it could support me. Even so, I stalled on the platform and 
joked around for a long time, secretly hoping to gain courage. The 
moment I stepped out into the free fall, my stomach gave a lurch, and 
I thought I had made a terrible mistake. Then I looked up and saw 
the rope harnessing me to the safety cable. This sight filled me with a 
strange new sense of security, and I was able to make the leap without 
hesitation.

he lesson for Christians became obvious to me. When everything is 
going well, we’re the people on the platform. We can joke around, 
watching others clamber, but when something happens that turns our 
world upside down—shaking our inner being or stripping us of the 
normalcy and comfort that insulate us—we are most likely to fear and 
despair. And it is often in such desperation that we pursue help, finally 
discovering that the safety cable has been tied to us all along.

An orientation program, Wheaton Passage serves a diverse 
population of students—all in transition. For me, shifting from a 
lifetime in a missionary community in Japan to the American 
collegiate scene felt like a large leap. Wheaton Passage, just a sliver of 
time between two life phases, allowed me to take a breath and 

One junior looks back on what she gained from
Wheaton’s Passage program at HoneyRock.
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Improve the Move
One-third of incoming Wheaton students now
take part in Wheaton Passage. 

by Dr. Rob Ribbe ’87, M.A. ’90, Director of HoneyRock and
Adjunct Professor of Christian Formation and Ministry

n any list of life’s major transitions, chances are “going away to college”
would make the top half. And according to a growing body of research, 
getting off to a good start can affect the entire college experience. 
In the last 15 years, many colleges and universities have developed 
first-year transitional programs—everything from first-year seminars, to 
learning communities, to adventure-based orientation programs.

Ahead of the curve, Wheaton College began an adventure-based 
orientation program in 1969—one of the first three schools to do 
so, after Dartmouth College (1935) and Prescott College (1968).1

Today more than 200 colleges and universities have these orientation 
programs—a significant increase from 1980, when there were only 35 
such programs in the U.S.2

For Wheaton alumni who graduated before 2005, today’s Passage is
not the Freshman High Road or Vanguards program you remember. 
Harve Chrouser ’34, Dr. Bud Williams M.A. ’66, and others created 
Vanguards, a 21-day wilderness program based on Outward Bound in 
1969. In the early 1980s, the program became Freshmen High Road. 

Wheaton’s Passage program is unique among adventure programs for  
its length (9-17 days versus an average of 5.5 days), faculty participation 
(more than 30 faculty members lead small groups each year), and 
its scope (it is credit-based, extending throughout the first semester 
on campus, with small groups and a final paper). Consistent with 
HoneyRock’s 43-year history, students can still participate in a 
wilderness Passage experience, but now may also choose from a camp-
based option or an urban option in partnership with Wheaton in Chicago. 

Designed to promote holistic growth and development, recent studies 
(including one by Wheaton professors Drs. Emily Langan, David Setran, 
and Barrett McRay) indicate that adventure-based programs contribute 
to a positive adjustment to college on many levels. Some of these 
studies suggest that these programs improve everything from critical 
thinking skills to social supports and self-confidence. 

For my dissertation, I compared the adaptation to college for 
participants in Wheaton’s Passage program versus nonparticipants. 
What I found is consistent with studies done at other schools: those who 
attended the Passage program exhibited a better overall adaptation to 
college, a stronger attachment to Wheaton, and had an easier social 
adjustment.
1 Bobilya, A. J. (2004). Unpublished doctoral dissertation. University of Minnesota.
2 Bell, B. J., Holmes, M, & Williams, B. (2010). Journal of Experiential Education.

recognize the rope clamped so tightly to me, the rope that had
been tested to lift freight trains. This gave me courage.

s my years at Wheaton have unfolded beyond Passage, the lessons 
linger, reminding me to step off the platform with my eyes on  
the one supporting rope. I have learned to be open and to accept 
help from others. Even things that might seem small and 
insignificant have had an impact on me. Strangers became friends. 
Roommates patiently explained American foods, customs, sayings, 
and, of course, football. I have also begun to see how God might 
use me to serve my classmates, coworkers, club members, friends, 
and total strangers. 

Like nothing before, HoneyRock brought me to my knees 
before God—teaching me to lean heavily on Him as  
I begin each of life’s passages.

26    S P R I N G   2 0 1 2

88119_12_33.indd   26 4/10/12   8:09 AM



When Dr. George Leichnetz ’64 had been teaching for 

a couple of years in the anatomy department at the 

Medical College of Virginia in Richmond (now Virginia 

Commonwealth University School of Medicine [VCU]),  

he noticed an announcement of a seminar to be given by  

Dr. George DeVries ’64 as part of his interview process. 

Surely that couldn’t be the George DeVries from Wheaton 

College, he thought. But after some investigation he found 

that it was the very same, and heartily invited him to  

stay with him and his wife Athalie when he came to town.

After his stay, Dr. DeVries remembers thinking that their 

wives had very similar tastes. He thought, I think Athalie 

and my wife [Dr. Helen McKean DeVries ’65, professor of 

psychology emerita at Wheaton] will get along just fine!  

So began years of friendship that have lasted until this day.

While the two Georges have spent a lifetime growing 

their friendship and spheres of influence, they have also 

contributed to significant research studies in the field  

of neuroscience. 

The Professional
Dr. Leichnetz used tracers in the brain to study voluntary eye
movement (in primates), while also strengthening VCU’s 
programs through both administrative leadership and classroom 
teaching. 

When a person has a stroke, through an occlusion or 
hemorrhage of brain arteries, it results in injury, or lesion, to 
specific brain areas. The resulting clinical deficits in the patient 
lead the neurologist or neurosurgeon to determine where 
the lesion is located. Using neuroanatomical tracers, such as 
horseradish peroxidase (a plant enzyme), Dr. Leichnetz was able to 
trace the origin, course, and termination of brain connections that 
underlie eye movements. Thus he was able to better understand 
the basis for the clinical deficits affecting the eyes, such as different 
types of ophthalmoplegias (paralysis of eye movement). 

Throughout his career, Dr. Leichnetz also trained four Ph.D. 
doctoral graduate students, five master’s students, and one post-
doctorate student, published 70 scientific articles and book 
chapters, and authored an interactive computer-based program 
and manual titled Digital Neuroanatomy. He also served as the
graduate program director for the VCU department of anatomy 
and neuroanatomy for 20 years, and for two years as assistant 
director for the innovative premedical certification program he 
developed at the VCU School of Medicine. His mentoring was 
recognized with the VCU Distinguished Mentor Award. 

He says, “In all my years at the VCU School of Medicine, God 
again and again affirmed my calling to the profession through the 
counseling support I was able to give to countless young Christian 

Parallels abound between the lives of 
neuroscientists Dr. George DeVries ’64 and  
Dr. George Leichnetz ’64—classmates,  
colleagues, chums—including their individual 
contributions to brain research.

Neuroscientists from the 
Class of 1964

The Drs. George
	 		by	Alanna	Foxwell-Barajas	’06	
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med students who were, of course, surprised to find a believing
professor on the faculty.”

George DeVries characterizes himself as an “accidental 
neuroscientist.” His advisor in graduate school obtained one of the 
first neuroscience training grants for him, requiring him to take 
neuroscience courses. “As a result, I got hooked on neuroscience, and 
when I applied for postdoctoral studies in that field, it turned out that 
the laboratory I applied to had a need for the bacterial enzyme that  
I had purified and characterized,” he says.

His postdoctoral studies ignited his interest in trying to better 
understand—and possibly treat—multiple sclerosis.  In this 
disease, the insulating membrane required for nerves to function 
(myelin) is lost.  The focus of his research has been to understand 
the interactions between the cell that makes the myelin and the 
membrane that triggers the cell to initiate myelin production.  
Dr. DeVries is also currently working on the development of a drug 
that shows promise (using an animal model) to prevent myelin loss 
and restore lost myelin in patients with multiple sclerosis. 

During his 40-year career Dr. DeVries has trained almost 20 
doctoral students and 30 postdoctoral fellows. He has published more 
than 140 scientific articles and his work has been recognized with 
the Jacob Javitz Neuroscience Award.  He was also given the VCU 
Distinguished Scholar Award and was recently honored with an issue 
of the Neurochemical Research journal dedicated to his career.

The Personal
When the two Georges were at Wheaton, they knew of each other but
were not particularly close. “We came to Wheaton in the fall of 1960 
when the campus was lively with discussions about justification for the 
Vietnam War,” Dr. Leichnetz says. “We were both zoology majors and 
were taught by dedicated faculty like Drs. Cyril Luckman ’37, Clinton 
Mack hon, and Russell Mixter ’28. Now at 69, I have often thought
of how those four short years at Wheaton profoundly affected my 
entire life,” he says. 

 Dr. DeVries remembers especially his organic chemistry professor, 
Dr. Bernard Nelson (or “Bernie the Bear” as he was affectionately 
called). “In the second semester of Organic he allowed us to carry out 
independent research, and it was through this experience that I first 
felt the excitement and possibility of carrying out original research.”  

The greatest impact for Dr. Leichnetz came through Men’s Glee 
Club. Clayton Halvorsen hon was not just a choral director, he
recalls. “He turned crude young men into gentlemen.” Dr. Leichnetz 
has continued his involvement in music since Wheaton days, singing 
in the Richmond Symphony Chorus for more than 35 years with Glee 
Club friends David R. Johnston ’63 and Dr. Richard Szucs ’78, and 
Concert Choir alumni Jim ’69 and Martha Shuster Lowery ’70.

Both Georges dived deep into graduate school, hooked on the 
developing field of neuroscience, and George Leichnetz was recruited 
straight onto the Virginia Commonwealth University faculty from 

George DeVries ’64 
About Dr. DeVries, Dr. Leichnetz says simply, 
“He really is, in so many ways, one of the most 
Christ-like men I know. Again and again he 
models unconditional love.”
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Ohio State graduate school to teach neuroanatomy. He taught
there for more than 40 years and was course director of first year 
medical neurosciences for 22 years until retiring last June.  
George DeVries joined the VCU biochemistry department after 
completing postdoctoral studies in neuroscience at Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine.

While the two Georges were at VCU together, they not only 
shared articles and made each other laugh in meetings, but they also 
raised families, celebrated milestones, and became close friends.  
In the early years, both Georges would join fellow alumnus George 
Munro ’65, a Russian history professor on the academic VCU 
campus, for “George Day” (modeled after Wheaton’s Washington 
Banquet), every year on George Washington’s birthday.  
Subsequently David R. Johnston ’63, a Richmond optometrist, 
joined the group and they affectionately called themselves “the  
three Georges and their lens grinder.”

When George and Helen DeVries moved to Virginia, they were 
hoping to adopt a child. The Leichnetzes had already adopted two 
children and were instrumental in helping the DeVrieses adopt their 
daughter. A few weeks later, George and Helen were surprised to 
discover they were expecting a child—their son was born just eight 
months and ten days after their daughter. “So we had quite a first 
year in Richmond—two children, a new job, and a new house,”  
Dr. DeVries remembers. 

The path of the two Georges diverged for 16 years when Helen 
became a professor in the psychology department at Wheaton in 
1994, and the family moved to the Wheaton area. George DeVries 
took a joint position at the Loyola Medical School and the Hines 
VA, and later as an affiliate faculty member in his former graduate 
program at the University of Illinois. All the while, the two couples 
stayed in close contact. The Leichnetzes even returned to Wheaton 
for John Nelson’s ’63, DMUS ’89 direction of Mendelssohn’s Elijah. 
When a funded grant came through a year ago that would allow 
George DeVries and his family to return to Richmond, the time 
seemed right for the move. George transferred his research to the 
McGuire VA Hospital in Richmond, and Helen chose to retire from 
the College.  

As George DeVries looks back over his career, he is thankful for 
God’s direction and guidance in leading both himself and Helen in 
such unexpected but fulfilling directions. Two areas of thankfulness 
stand out: the joy of seeing students develop and move on to set 
up their own labs and establish groundbreaking careers, and the 
excitement of making genuinely new discoveries.

The two Georges have enjoyed a close personal and professional 
relationship for more than 40 years, set apart not just by their 
extraordinary academic success, but by their love of mentoring 
students and trainees, and their shared passion to foster the health  
and well-being of those who suffer from neurological disorders.

Dr. George Leichnetz ’64
“George Leichnetz is warm, gregarious, 
outgoing, interested in people, and has a good 
sense of humor,” Dr. DeVries says. “He’s an 
excellent, excellent teacher and mentor.  
He pours his whole heart into his teaching.” 

  W H E A T O N     29

88119_12_33.indd   29 4/3/12   3:00 PM



Do You Hear What They Hear?

	 	 	 	 						
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Insights for nurturing  
the spiritual development  
of children.

“I wonder what the Magi talked about 
after they left Herod,” says one eager little 
boy, captivated by the glowing candles,  
the silken fabric, the tale of the birth of  
a King.

Toddlers, teens, and adults sit riveted as 
Amy O’Brien M.A.’09 tells the familiar 
story slowly, using simple wooden figures 
and pausing at intervals to invite children  
and adults alike to wonder aloud. 

Moms and dads rest and listen. Their 
children lean heavily into them in the 
loose semi-circle on the floor.
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Amy O’Brien M.A. ’09 leads an advent meditation in the  
Rotunda of Witness at the Billy Graham Museum (top photo).  
Dr. Scottie May reads to children at the same event.  

Do You Hear What They Hear?

	 	 	 	 						
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

“I was surprised at the profound difference in people even as adults,
contingent on how they had grown up,” she says, noting that these 
differences often hinged on whether their church’s perceived primary 
focus had been on the child’s sinfulness, or on the truths of God’s 
Word and His love for all people. “It just seemed to color their entire 
lives—their view of themselves and of God. The pattern was really 
very profound.” 

Taking Part in God’s Story
Dr. May has devoted many hours of study and practice to helping
children “focus on knowing the Good Shepherd and encountering 
His presence.” Through her “Good Shepherd” research project, 
she introduced preschoolers to the reflective approach, and then 
interviewed these same children two months later, and again two years 
later, to learn a bit about how children experience God—and how a 
carefully prepared environment might help. 

She then tried the same approach with families—since she also 
believes that separating people out by age group can be detrimental. 
“Children are definitely not stretched to grow in age-specific  
classes as when they are with mixed ages,” she explains. 

How	often does a moment like this happen on a 
Saturday morning just a week before Christmas, amid 
the crush of shopping, sporting events, holiday concerts, 
plays, and parties? Or for that matter, on any Saturday in 
suburbia, when household chores, children’s activities, 
volunteer and family obligations, sports, favorite shows, 
and Facebook can leave little time left over for corporate 
spiritual reflection?   

For Associate Professor of Christian Formation 
and Ministry Dr. Scottie May, the structure of this 
meditation, which took place at the Billy Graham 
Center Museum during Advent, mirrors that of many 
meditations she has led over the last 15 years. 

Dr. May has spent the last few years introducing many to the
approach to children’s ministry often called “reflective engagement.” 

She says, “Too often, I don’t think we help parents realize the 
spirituality of their children, that there are ways we can interact with 
our children that invite the Spirit of God to be present.”

The co-author of the recent book Listening to Children on the
Spiritual Journey (Baker Academic, 2010), Dr. May says, “One of the
things I mourn is that many of our churches use the culture’s model 
for what children’s worship should look like, and as a result, we wind 
up giving children what they want, rather than what they yearn for.”

In place of flashing lights, booming music, and choreography,  
she favors the principles of Sofia Cavalletti, and the work of  Sonja 
Stewart and Jerome Berryman who wrote Young Children and
Worship (Westminster John Knox Press, 1989). All three
place emphasis on creating spaces that are slow, reflective, quiet, and 
sacred. 

Having introduced many groups of children to this style of  
worship for the first time, Dr. May says, “It has been stunning to 
watch the children’s ability to respond with awe and wonder at God’s 
presence.” 

A Profound Difference
In the book she’s written with Dr. Catherine Stonehouse, she shares
the results of several research studies geared at unpacking “how 
children experience God, and how their interactions with adults help 
or hinder this experience.” 

They write, “Our experience with children leads us to believe  
that if they do not come to know and love God’s story, they are 
deprived of the food needed for healthy spiritual development at a 
time in life that is rich with spiritual potential.”

In fact, part of the impetus for the book came from the adult 
research study Dr. May conducted for her doctoral dissertation.  
She asked 27 adults from three different evangelical settings to  
reflect back on their childhood faith experience, and was struck by 
the extremely positive and negative reactions she encountered. 
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The format for each of these gatherings was the same: a time  
of greeting and singing praise to God, story time (a Bible story told 
with simple wooden figures), response time (in which the children 
choose among activities that might include a prayer corner, painting  
or drawing, retelling the story, looking at books), a feast (snack), a 
liturgy of light (lighting a candle, and reading the same story from the 
Bible), and a farewell blessing. 

Phyllis Ericksen M.A.’05, an educational therapist, has helped lead 
reflective children’s programs at suburban Chicago churches, and 
believes this style of worship is especially effective because the focus is 
not as much on “giving information, but on formation.” She says, 
“Brain research is really showing that  it’s not just information that 
changes us—but information  coupled with experiences. So it’s not just 
knowing about Jesus,  but also experiencing Jesus, that changes who we 
are. In  reflective worship, we are inviting children into the stories to 
interact with God and His people.”  

For Parents and Teachers
Dr. May recommends that before inviting children to spend time alone 
with God, parents and teachers do so themselves first. “I think it’s 
absolutely essential for those in leadership to have those encounters with 
the Lord Jesus first.” She suggests blocking out time even at home “in a 
special, sacred space to sit and let the spirit of God whisper.” 

Amy O’Brien M.A. ’09 is minister of Christian education at 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Warrenville, Illinois, where the 
Young Children and Worship curriculum has been used for children 
ages 3 through third grade during the adult worship service for about 
11 years. In her time there, she’s appreciated “experiencing the Spirit’s 
work in the lives of the children” 
and “the way volunteers view it as 
an opportunity for co-worship.” 

The book Scottie May has co-
written provides many insights into 
how children view God, as well 
as a chapter on how the children 
in the studies experience God in 
everyday life. Parents may find the 
practical ideas for such things as 
family prayer time at mealtimes, 
blessings at bedtime, and nurturing 
compassion especially helpful. 

After listening to children for 
many years, Dr. May concludes that 
perhaps parents and teachers needn’t 
be so focused on didactic teaching 
when it comes to children’s spiritual 
development, but rather on “letting 
the Spirit of God form children 
into the likeness of Christ.”

Reflective,
interactive  
worship:

children’s 
responses

“I wonder what it’s like to hear the 
Good Shepherd’s voice.”  
a little boy retelling a Bible story to himself

“When it’s quiet like this I know  
God is with me better.”  
child who had attended a gathering with other at-risk 
children

“When I come here, it’s the only 
 time I can relax.” 
an older child who took part in a family study
 

88119_12_33.indd   32 3/30/12   4:18 PM



My first job after graduating from Wheaton in 1982 was 
a three-month temporary position, with the possibility of permanent 
employment, at a small marketing firm. There’s no nice way to say this: I 
was a terrible employee. I often arrived late (I usually worked late, too, so 
I figured it was a wash); I made lots of personal phone calls (I was 
planning my wedding!); and I sulked when I was asked to answer the 
company phones over the lunch hour (I thought it was beneath me 
to pinch-hit as the receptionist). I learned a difficult lesson when the 
company opted not to hire me when my three months were up. 

My second job was at a “Big Eight” accounting firm in midtown 
Manhattan. I often arrived early and worked late, asked for extra 
assignments, and quickly become a valuable employee. I stayed four 
years, was promoted twice, and was given glowing references when 
I left. 

What was the difference between job #1 and job #2? I had a Wheaton 
College degree, I was smart, I could write pretty well, and I had excellent 
interpersonal skills. But these weren’t enough. I had to learn the hard 
way about the basic rules of the work world and how to succeed. Clearly, 
I could have used some practical advice before I graduated.

If my story sounds at all familiar, or if the thought of advising or mentoring 
a current student appeals to you, have a look at the next two pages. 
I invite you to join us as we embark on a new era of connection at 
Wheaton College and launch our online networking site, Wheaton in 
Network (WiN). Current students can sign up as participants, and very 
soon, we’ll open it to alumni who are seeking advisors and mentors. 
Please consider sharing your life/work experience today—your good 
advice will make a difference.

Alumni RelAtions

Vice President for  
Advancement  
and Alumni Relations
Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Alumni AssociAtion

President 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

President-elect
Kurt Tillman ’78

Past President
Timothy A. Stoner ’82

executive Director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni trustee Representatives 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

Kurt Tillman ’78

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Board of Directors serving 
through 2012
John Allison ’63 

Lori Bachman ’78 

Priscilla Mixter Gault ’66

Mary Ashley Miller ’69 

Jeannie Wang ’97

Board of Directors serving 
through 2013
T. Ryan Buchanan ’11  

Board of Directors serving 
through 2014
Marcus Boatwright ’87 

Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75 

Erin Hoekstra ’04 

Christopher Yuan M.A. ’07

Board of Directors serving 
through 2015
John Biedebach ’89

Julie Bullock ’04 

Paul Klobucher ’96

Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87

Tiffany Staples ’06

      33

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82
Director of Alumni Relations

Executive Director, Wheaton 
College Alumni Association

alumni a word with

  W H E A T O N     33

The format for each of these gatherings was the same: a time  
of greeting and singing praise to God, story time (a Bible story told 
with simple wooden figures), response time (in which the children 
choose among activities that might include a prayer corner, painting  
or drawing, retelling the story, looking at books), a feast (snack), a 
liturgy of light (lighting a candle, and reading the same story from the 
Bible), and a farewell blessing. 

Phyllis Ericksen M.A.’05, an educational therapist, has helped lead 
reflective children’s programs at suburban Chicago churches, and 
believes this style of worship is especially effective because the focus is 
not as much on “giving information, but on formation.” She says, 
“Brain research is really showing that  it’s not just information that 
changes us—but information  coupled with experiences. So it’s not just 
knowing about Jesus,  but also experiencing Jesus, that changes who we 
are. In  reflective worship, we are inviting children into the stories to 
interact with God and His people.”  

For Parents and Teachers
Dr. May recommends that before inviting children to spend time alone 
with God, parents and teachers do so themselves first. “I think it’s 
absolutely essential for those in leadership to have those encounters with 
the Lord Jesus first.” She suggests blocking out time even at home “in a 
special, sacred space to sit and let the spirit of God whisper.” 

Amy O’Brien M.A. ’09 is minister of Christian education at 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Warrenville, Illinois, where the 
Young Children and Worship curriculum has been used for children 
ages 3 through third grade during the adult worship service for about 
11 years. In her time there, she’s appreciated “experiencing the Spirit’s 
work in the lives of the children” 
and “the way volunteers view it as 
an opportunity for co-worship.” 

The book Scottie May has co-
written provides many insights into 
how children view God, as well 
as a chapter on how the children 
in the studies experience God in 
everyday life. Parents may find the 
practical ideas for such things as 
family prayer time at mealtimes, 
blessings at bedtime, and nurturing 
compassion especially helpful. 

After listening to children for 
many years, Dr. May concludes that 
perhaps parents and teachers needn’t 
be so focused on didactic teaching 
when it comes to children’s spiritual 
development, but rather on “letting 
the Spirit of God form children 
into the likeness of Christ.”
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WiNning together 

 

by Emily George DeLew ’08

Manager of Wheaton in Network

When Wheaton students antici-
pate life after college, it’s likely that 
they’ll be thinking about searching 
for a job, moving to a new city, 
and finding friends.  For many, it’s 
the first time in their lives that they 
aren’t bound by semesters or class 
schedules.  Although some may be 
confident in God’s calling for their 
next steps, the limited options due 
to the weak economy and competi-
tive job environment can lead to  
discouragement. Students graduating 
from college can feel like they’re stepping into an abyss 
of the unknown. 

In the midst of these uncertainties, alumni, parents, 
and friends of the College can assist students by 
serving as guides, encouragers, and resources. These 
connections are now possible through Wheaton in 
Network (WiN), an online program launched in early 
spring 2012 that allows students to search for and 
contact members of the Wheaton family for networking 
and mentoring purposes.  

There are two ways to be involved in WiN, depending 
on time, interest, and availability: 

Advisors serve as short-term resources to students 
by responding to an email, reviewing a cover letter, or 
discussing their careers. 

Mentors build an intentional, one-on-one relationship 
with a student, working collaboratively toward personal 
and professional growth, and sharing insight into the 
student’s life.  Mentoring relationships typically last for 
six months to one year.  

• 
 

•

alumni  association

More than 1,700 alumni and parents 
signed up within the first month  
of launching WiN and more than 500 
students registered on the first day it  
was released to them. The numbers 
continue to grow.

Wheaton in Network was envisioned by 
Wheaton’s Leadership Council—a group 
of senior executive alumni, parents, 
and friends who are industry leaders 
committed to helping equip students for 
success after Wheaton. “WiN is a key 

part of our goal to provide Wheaton students guidance, 
contacts, and experiences to help their transition from 
academics to whatever careers they choose to pursue,” 
explains Dan Johnson ’78, CEO and founder of Dane 
Technologies and chair of the Leadership Council.   

“There’s an enormous need for encouragement, 
especially immediately following graduation,” says Kristin 
Colber-Baker ’86, director of corporate finance at Wrigley 
and a member of the Leadership Council. She explains 
that an advisor or mentor can give perspective by helping 
students understand that “not only is it going to be ok in 
the long run from an eternal perspective, but even just 
a year or two down the road you will get through this 
period of ambiguity.”  

The vision for WiN isn’t limited to assisting current 
students. In the near future, alumni will also have the 
opportunity to search for advisors and mentors and to 
connect with each other through WiN. Such relationships 
have the potential to bring about greater collaboration 
within the Wheaton family and to encourage each person 
to pursue his or her calling with confidence. 

Introducing an online networking  
tool for the Wheaton family.
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Wheaton in Network
Connect • Contribute • Collaborate 

Alumni and parents,  
are you willing to:
Answer questions about your career?

Share some of the lessons you’ve learned  

since graduation?

Review a cover letter?

Help a student prepare for life after Wheaton?

Respond to an email from a student?

Mentor a student?

Join WiN today as an advisor  
or mentor

Here’s how:
Register at win.wheaton.edu

Complete your profile.

Receive an email if a student would like to 

contact you. 

Review the student’s profile and agree to 

connect with him or her.

Begin advising or mentoring the student.

Students attend a training session before 

searching for advisors and mentors. Your 

name, class year, and company are not 

visible until you agree to connect with a 

particular student. 

 
Make an impact on a student.

win.wheaton.edu

•
•

•
•
•
•
 

 
•
•
•

•

•

top:  
The homepage of 
Wheaton in Network— 
win.wheaton.edu 
left: A WiN advisor’s  
profile.  

JoinWiN today.
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Snapshots from their Adventures     
by Jennifer Grant ’89*                
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ALUMni association

Everyone’s invited! 
Come back to campus for 

Homecoming, October 5-6. 

Celebrating 
1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007

For more information, 
go to 

alumni.wheaton.edu

Whether welcomed by birth or by adoption, 
when children enter families, breathtaking  
new chapters in their parents’ lives begin. In  
December 2011, three families in the  
Wheaton College community traveled to  
China, serendipitously in the same  
three-week period, to bring their daughters 
home. For Mark and Mary Lewis, already 
parents to three daughters by adoption, the trip 
came after an excruciating five-year  
wait. David and Julie Whitecotton Melilli ’95 
were also seasoned parents, by birth and 
adoption, to three children when they  
decided to adopt Josie, their fourth child, and 
second with special needs. Todd and Beth 
Bauer Starowitz ’94 traveled to China to 
become parents for the first time. The three 
couples were acquaintances before their  
recent Asian odyssey, but in Julie’s words, 
“This trip took our relationships to a new  
level as we’ve now shared this unique, life-
changing event.”

Jennifer Grant ’89, is the author of the adoption memoir,  
Love You More: The Divine Surprise of Adopting My Daughter, 
Thomas Nelson publishers, 2011.

*

Three families in the Wheaton College  
Community welcome daughters from China.
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Mary & Mark Lewis
married 25 years

Profession.  Mark has been on wheaton’s 

faculty since 1995 and is associate professor 

of communication and co-director of arena 

Theater. Mary, an accomplished dancer, 

teacher, and actress, currently spends  

most of her time raising her daughters.

other children.  Daughters Olivia, 13, 

ruby, 10, and Leah, 8, all of whom were 

welcomed by adoption and born in China. 

Mark and Mary are also in the process of 

adopting daughter sena, 2, from ethiopia.  

waiting Period for adoPtion.  More 

than 5 years  new daughter.  sarah Le 

an Moriah, “sadie,” 10 months  Previous 

triPs to china. Mark and Mary have 

been to China three times to complete the 

adoptions of their older girls. thoughts 

on china.  Mark Lewis: “China is showing 

definite signs of its continuing emergence as 

a superpower. The airports were beautiful 

and everything seems more western than 

it did years ago.” in their words. 

Mary Lewis: “i am more aware than ever 

that these children are not my right or my 

possession, but that i have been blessed and 

entrusted to care for them.”

JuLie & DaviD MeLiLLi
married 12 ½ years

Profession. David, an attorney, is em-

ployed by wheaton College in gift planning. 

Julie ’95, an elementary school teacher, 

is now at home raising the couple’s four 

children. other children.  sons David, 

9, and aaron, 8, and daughter Megan, 2½. 

Megan was welcomed by adoption and born 

in China.  waiting Period for adoP-

tion.11 months  new daughter.  Josie 

Grace, age 6 Previous triPs to china. 

David has made two trips, once with Julie 

to adopt their daughter Megan, and once 

with his parents and grandmother in 1979. 

thoughts on china .  Julie Melilli: “Chi-

nese people are very curious, even con-

fused, as to why we would want to adopt, 

especially an older girl who has an obvious 

physical special need. The ones we talked 

to told us that they think these adopted chil-

dren are ‘very lucky.’” in their words. 

Julie Melilli: “we now have a different notion 

of being adopted by God and being grafted 

into his family regardless of our pasts. adop-

tion is a great picture of how God can take 

something so desperate and hopeless and 

turn it into something beautiful.” 

BeTh Bauer & TODD sTarOwiTz 

married 11 years

Profession .  Beth ’94 is on faculty at 

wheaton’s Conservatory of Music and  

Community school of the arts. Todd is 

senior public relations manager at Tyndale 

house Publishers. waiting Period for 

adoPtion.  3 ½ years  new daughter.

emma Jane, age 2.  a god thing. Beth 

Bauer: “about five years ago Todd had 

worked on a book titled Saving Levi, which 

was about the son of the founders of 

harmony Outreach. emma just happened 

to be living at the harmony Outreach 

foster home. her care was tremendous 

and has been such a blessing to us during 

emma’s transition.” thoughts on china.

Todd starowitz: “The thing that struck us 

the most was the mixture of old and new. 

when shopping in a marketplace that could 

have been hundreds of years old, we’d look 

up and see a new holiday inn.”  in their 

words. Todd starowitz: “sometimes we 

feared, in dark times during the waiting 

period, that God was communicating to 

us that we were not meant to be parents, 

but God was preparing us for emma and 

teaching us patience.”

Snapshots from their Adventures     
by Jennifer Grant ’89*                

sarah Le an Moriah, “sadie" Josie Grace emma Jane

While in China, the three families visited  

the Guangzhou Zoo. (l to r) 

David Melilli, Josie Grace Melilli, Julie Whitecotton 

Melilli ’95, Kris Bredemeier ’11 (who traveled  

with the Lewis family), Leah Lewis, Mary Lewis, 

(with Sadie Lewis), Mark Lewis, (with Ruby Lewis),  

Olivia Lewis, Beth Bauer ’94, Emma Jane  

Bauer-Starowitz, Todd Starowitz.
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“The world  
is a book,  
and those  
who do not 
travel read 
only a page.”        
Saint Augustine

Follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ
No travel destination will inspire you more than the 

country of Israel. Imagine sailing across the Sea of Galilee,

renewing baptismal vows near the Jordan River, and 

kneeling in the Garden of Gethsemane. This tour will

forever change the way you read the Bible. We expect it 

to fill up quickly, so make your reservations soon.

Romans & the Renaissance
On this popular tour, you will discover the beauty of

the Tuscan countryside, explore the magnificent 

monuments of ancient Rome, examine the lives of Peter 

and Paul by studying the Book of Romans, and be 

inspired by the art of the Renaissance. 

Contact our travel partner, Footstep Ministries, 
at 972-418-6103; preregister at footstepministries.org 

People who have traveled with Wheaton say it is an experience they’ll never 
forget—a perfect blend of spiritual encouragement, relaxation, and discovery. 

Traveling with Wheaton offers: 
Carefully planned itineraries
Cultural and historical insights with regional experts and local guides
Daily group devotions and encouragement from God’s Word
First-class accommodations
Camaraderie with like-minded travelers

Save-the-date and make plans today to explore historical and biblical 
sites on one of these tours, offered exclusively to Wheaton alumni, parents,  
and friends in 2013.

 Where in the world 
 would you like to go? 

Wheaton College Travel

Israel June 2-12, 2013 Italy October 14-25, 2013

•

•

•

•

•

alumni  association
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i
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soul care

alumni news

While serving on the staff of a church in 
her early thirties, Ruth hit a wall in her 
spiritual life. “It was a wall of exhaus-
tion and a wall of awareness that—
even though I had been a Christian all 
my life—I was not transforming at the 
deepest levels of my being,” she says. 
“The crucible of marriage and ministry 
exposed my basic self-centeredness, 
and there was a performance-oriented 
drivenness that was, well, driving me. 
My pace of life was not sustainable.”

A Christian since age four and the 
daughter of a pastor, she says she tried 
“everything in the Protestant evangeli-
cal tradition.” When nothing changed, 
someone encouraged her to go to a 
spiritual director. Through that rela-
tionship, Ruth first began practicing 
spiritual disciplines that were new to 
her, including solitude and silence. She 
began experiencing the transformation 
she had been longing for.

That experience changed the course of 
her ministry. She eventually became a 
spiritual director herself, and 10 years ago 
founded the Transforming Center, a not-
for-profit based in Wheaton with a mission 
of “strengthening the souls of pastors, 
Christian leaders, and the congregations 
and organizations they serve.”

Having served on the staff of a large 
evangelical church, she observes that 
the pastoral role has changed, and 
today’s pastors are expected to be inno-
vators, fundraisers, as well as experts 
in production, marketing, and commu-
nications. The Transforming Center was 
created to give pastors space in which 
“to step away from the busyness in 
order to listen to God.” 

Someone who practices what she 
teaches, Ruth appreciates the “seamless 
balance” of her vocational life today, with 
its mix of writing, speaking, and direct-
ing a not-for-profit. Leading retreats and 
speaking at conferences comes naturally 
for this preacher’s daughter, who began 
preaching and teaching as a young child. 
“Those memories of leading family devo-
tions are some of my purest and most 
joyful,” she notes. 

The author of more than ten books on 
spiritual development, including most 
recently, Strengthening the Soul of Your 
Leadership: Seeking God in the Crucible 
of Ministry (InterVarsity Press, 2008), 

Ruth credits Dr. Leland Ryken with 
encouraging her writing gifts, and the 
entire English department at Wheaton 
for “teaching literature with a passion 
for each genre” and sparking her own 
lifelong love of literature. 

A writer first, Ruth is keenly aware of 
God’s faithfulness in leading her to a 
place where all the pieces of her expe-
rience work together. She says, “When 
you travel and speak, you are limited in 
what you can accomplish, which is why 
I enjoy being able to leave people with a 
resource—a book that will hopefully take 
them further on the journey toward doing 
the will of God in their own setting.” 

Dr. Ruth Haley 
Barton ’81 ministers 
to those in ministry.

by Michael Murray

It’s a question pastors are 
accustomed to asking: How is it with 
your soul? Trained to lead people to 
the heart of the matter, church leaders 
often pose this question in counseling 
sessions, sermons, even in casual con-
versations over coffee.

But who is helping Christian leaders 
ask this question of themselves? While 
tending to the souls of others—and 
tackling the rest of the job portfolio of a 
minister in our frenetic times—pastors 
can too easily lose sight of their own 
spiritual health.

Dr. Ruth Haley Barton ’81 has seen this 
happen and decided to do something 
about it.

Ruth Haley Barton ’81 holds a doctor of divinity from Northern Theological 
Seminary. Her next book, Pursuing God’s Will Together: A Discernment 
Practice for Leadership Groups, is slated for release in July 2012. She and 
her husband, Christopher ’80, have three daughters, Charity Barton McClure,  
Bethany Barton Massey ’08, and Haley Barton. 
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elements of excellence

by Donna Antoniuk
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Asked what makes an 
excellent teacher, Dr. Charles “Chuck” 

Englund ’58, retired chemistry profes-

sor at Bethany College in Lindsborg, 

Kansas, responds without hesitation: 

“You have to know your subject, pre-

sent it in a way that’s understandable, 

love your students, and have a sense 

of humor.” 

The high point of Chuck’s career came in 

October 2011 when Bethany recognized 

him as an exemplary educator by nam-

ing its new chemistry lab in his honor. 

College administrators selected four 

students—one from each decade he 

served—to speak at the ceremony. “It’s 

rare to have something dedicated in your 

name while you’re still alive,” he chuckles. 

In a way, Chuck’s development as a

professor par excellence began when 
he was a married student at Whea-
ton, taking a full course load while also 
working full time. The kindness, consid-
eration, and personal interest of Whea-
ton’s professors made a lasting impres-
sion on him. In addition, he found that 
Wheaton’s academic excellence served 
him well in his graduate studies.

Upon completing his doctorate, Chuck 
aspired to teach at a school much like 
Wheaton, where he could talk openly 
about his faith, and smaller class sizes 
would facilitate personal involvement 
with his pupils. His quest led him to 
Bethany College. During the course of 
his career, “Doc,” as his students called 
him, earned the Greg and Beth Pierce 
Award for Service, the Bethany College 
Mortvedt Award for Teaching Excel-

lence and Campus Leadership, and 
others. Upon retirement as a premedi-
cal advisor, he also received a plaque 
from the University of Kansas School 
of Medicine in recognition of his “out-
standing service to the medical school 
and the State of Kansas.”

Chuck’s wife, Joyce Schneider Englund 
’58, who was working in the Wheaton 
cafeteria when he met her, played a 
significant supporting role in his career 
by typing up tests and correspondence 
for him, and helping to entertain stu-
dents in their home—one former stu-
dent regarded Chuck and Joyce as an 
extension of her own family. Addition-
ally, Joyce, a professional knitter, held 
a knitting club on campus for several 
years while running a home-based knit-
ting business.

In 2008, after Chuck fell and broke his 
neck, many former students visited dur-
ing his three-month hospitalization. One 
of the most difficult adjustments after-
ward was retirement. To the amaze-
ment of his neurosurgeon (who says 
that according to the x-rays he should

A retired Bethany College professor,  
Dr. Charles Englund ’58,  
reveals his formula for exceptional teaching.

be a quadriplegic), Doc remains mobile 
with the aid of a walker. An avid gar-
dener, he starts 200-400 flower seed-
lings annually, which he plants, waters, 
and weeds; he also does some tutoring, 
and continues preaching at the small 
Lutheran church where he has served 
for the past 30 years. And he and Joyce, 
who recently celebrated their 55th wed-
ding anniversary, attend weekly chapel 
at the nursing home where Joyce has 
volunteered for over three decades. 
Chuck says because of his preaching 
responsibilities, that is the only opportu-
nity they have to sit together in church.

Despite the accolades and honors 
conferred on him during the last four 
decades, Chuck insists, “The awards 
are not really mine—they belong to the 
students.” He points out that his family 
doctor, cardiologist, and orthopedist are 
former students, as are the local phar-
macist, hospital CEO, and lab manager. 
Seeing students succeed has been 
reward enough for Doc, who asserts, 
“My Lord has blessed me with a won-
derful career.”  
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to redeem the lies

alumni news

One of the lies that is 
commonly accepted by the children of 
missionaries and other third culture kids 
is, according to Michèle Phoenix ’90, 
the assumption that “everybody always 
leaves.” 

“Fear of loss can be one of the most 
powerful influences in the life of an MK 
(missionary kid),” Michèle writes in her 
blog, in her series of articles, “The Lies 
MKs Believe.”  

Michèle is no stranger to loss. An MK 
herself, she was born in France to an 
American mother and a Canadian 
father, and spent the first eight years 
of school victimized by the “ear-pulling” 
and “insult-hurling” French public edu-
cational system.

Finally, a reprieve came in ninth grade 
when Michèle transferred to Black For-
est Academy (BFA), an international 
Christian school tucked into the scenic 
hills of southwestern Germany. The new 
setting proved transformational.

“BFA became home to me,” she writes. 
“My heart-home. My belonging-home. 
My ‘I’m-not-weird’ home.”

When it came time for college, Michèle 
enrolled at Wheaton. The move wasn’t 
without its bright moments. She made a 
handful of good friends, sang with Wom-
en’s Chorale under Dr. Mary Hopper ’73, 
and found a writing mentor in Associate 
Professor of Communication Emerita 
Myrna Reid Grant M.A. ’71, CERT 2004.

But Michèle’s years at Wheaton were 
overwhelmingly unhappy. At times she 
felt so isolated she would abandon a 
tray full of food when she couldn’t locate 
a familiar face to join in the dining hall. 
Graduating early, she opted not to walk 
with her classmates at commencement. 
Looking back, Michèle says, “Eighty 
percent of the problem was me. I was 
determined not to fit in.”  

Happily for Michèle, she received an 
offer to return to BFA as a fulltime 
missionary in 1991. For 19 years, she 
taught English, French, choir, and cre-

ative writing, directed theater and musi-
cal productions, and bonded with the 
students she quickly came to love.

But shortly after her 40th birthday, 
Michèle found herself shell-shocked 
by the diagnosis of two forms of deadly 
cancer. Taking stock of her life, Michèle 
decided a year later to move forward 
with a long-gestating desire—to launch 
a ministry for and about MKs.

Today, Michèle has come full circle. A 
cancer survivor, she lives in Wheaton 
where she is laying the groundwork 
for a ministry to assist MKs in cultural 
transition and to educate the American 
church about MK identity and the pre-
ventable causes of increasing mission-
ary attrition.

Through her writing and speaking, 
Michèle hopes to help foster an under-
standing of the needs of MKs. She 
tackles controversial but essential top-
ics such as neglect among missionary 
parents, the repercussions of childhood 
sexual abuse, and the pressure of per-
fection often placed on those in ministry. 

Recently, Michèle signed a contract 
with Tyndale to publish her novel, ten-
tatively titled Tangled Ashes, in October 
2012. A second novel, Shards of Shell, 
is forthcoming. 

“I got my life back when I started 
expressing the hardships I’d endured in 
a way that could help others,” she says. 
“God is all about redeeming the past, 
and it has been healing and empower-
ing to see something good come out of 
difficult experiences.”

This third-culture alumna is on a mission.

by Dawn Kotapish ’92
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facultybooks

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor  
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

Global Theology in Evangelical Perspective: Exploring the 
Contextual Nature of Theology and Mission  
(IVP Academic, 2012)

Inspired by the 2011 Wheaton Theology Conference, scholars explore the 

past, present, and future shape of biblical interpretation and theological 

engagement in the Majority World. Edited by Dr. Jeffrey P. Greenman 

(associate dean of biblical and theological studies and professor of Christian 

ethics) and Dr. Gene L. Green ’76, M.A.’77 (professor of New Testament), 

it also contains contributions by Dr. Vincent Bacote, associate professor of 

theology and director of the Center for Applied Christian Ethics. 

Order Global Theology in Evangelical Perspective and other faculty books from 

the Wheaton College Bookstore:  online, www.wheatonbooks.com;  

by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore,  

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Karin Spiecker Stetina M.A. ’95 
adjunct professor in theology
Jonathan Edwards’ Early Understanding 
of Religious Experience: His New York 
Sermons, 1720-1723
(Edwin Mellen Press, 2011)
Dr. Stetina focuses on the formative 
impact Edward’s biblically-grounded 
religious experiences had on his theology 
of religious experience. 

Dr. Gary M. Burge, general editor  
professor of New Testament
Bringing Jesus to the Desert: Uncover 
the Ancient Culture, Discover Hidden 
Meanings
(Zondervan, 2012)
Dr. Burge joins with Dr. Bradley Nassif 
(North Park University) to tell the story 
of how the Holy Lands forged a holy 
people and a lasting legacy of faith.
 
Dr. Leland Ryken 
professor of English
The ESV and the English Bible Legacy
(Crossway, 2011)
Dr. Ryken traces the history of the 
English Bible translation, while addressing 
how modern Bible translations should be 
viewed in their historical context. 

Dr. Philip G. Ryken ’88
president
Loving the Way Jesus Loves 
(Crossway, 2012)
Dr. Ryken reflects on the life and 
ministry of Jesus in light of Paul’s  
message in 1 Corinthians 13.

Dr. George Kalantzis, editor 
associate professor of theology
Evangelicals and the Early Church: 
Recovery, Reform, Renewal
(Cascade Books, 2011)
Co-edited with Andrew Tooley, formerly 
on staff with ISAE, to help readers better 
understand the relationship between 
evangelicalism and the early church. 
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it also contains contributions by Dr. Vincent Bacote, associate professor of 

theology and director of the Center for Applied Christian Ethics. 

Order Global Theology in Evangelical Perspective and other faculty books from 

the Wheaton College Bookstore:  online, www.wheatonbooks.com;  

by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore,  

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Philip G. Ryken ’88
president
Loving the Way Jesus Loves
(Crossway, 2012)
Dr. Ryken reflects on the life and 
ministry of Jesus in light of Paul’s  
message in 1 Corinthians 13.

Dr. George Kalantzis, editor 
associate professor of theology
Evangelicals and the Early Church:
Recovery, Reform, Renewal
(Cascade Books, 2011)
Co-edited with Andrew Tooley, formerly 
on staff with ISAE, to help readers better 
understand the relationship between 
evangelicalism and the early church. 

Dr. Keith Johnson 
assistant professor of theology
Rethinking the Trinity and Religious
Pluralism: An Augustinian Assessment
(IVP Academic, 2011)
Dr. Johnson argues that St. Augustine 
provided an ecumenical theological 
standard that should continue to serve as a 
criterion for faithful Trinitarian thinking.

On Immigration 

How should the church respond to illegal immigrants?

by Matthew Soerens ’06

eturning to Wheaton from Nicaragua
in December 2005 was harder than  
I  anticipated. As most of my friends 
looked to the future—to a career, 
graduate school, marriage, or all three 
—I was still trying to somehow 
integrate the extreme poverty and 
injustice that I’d observed in Nicaragua 
during my internship through 
Wheaton’s Human Needs and Global 

Resources (HNGR) program with my
comfortable, suburban reality back in 
Wheaton. I kept looking for God’s 
guidance, hoping for some sense of 
where my next step ought to be. 

God answered by providing me an 
opportunity to volunteer with a family 
of Rwandan refugees that World Relief 
had resettled in nearby Glen Ellyn, just 
two miles from campus. Their 
neighborhood, a 120-unit apartment 
complex, was both low-income and 
remarkably diverse. I eventually counted 
residents from more than 20 countries. 
The Rwandan family taught me much 
about resilience and faith in the midst of 
incredible difficulties.

Upon graduation, I moved into this 
community. I quickly figured out that, 
while the refugees that World Relief 
resettled all had legal status, many of my 
other immigrant neighbors did not. 
They had fled poverty in their countries 
of origin and, ineligible for “green cards” 
in the U.S., had either overstayed tourist 
visas or entered the United States 
illegally. I was unsure how to respond to 
this. I wanted to be faithful to the 
biblical command to love my neighbor, 
but how did that apply when my 
neighbor was present unlawfully? 

These days my work at World Relief 
requires me to become well versed in 
U.S. immigration law, as I help churches 
think critically and biblically about how 
to respond to immigration. The Hebrew 
word that best captures the idea of an 
immigrant—ger—appears 92 times in
the Old Testament, often in the context 
of God’s commanding His people to care 

Matthew Soerens ’06 serves as the U.S. church training 
specialist for World Relief. He is the co-author,  
with Jenny Hwang, of Welcoming the Stranger: Justice, 
Compassion & Truth in the Immigration Debate  (InterVarsity 
Press, 2009) and the co-creator of UnDocumented.tv. He 
and his wife, Diana Wood Soerens ’06, held their wedding 
reception in the courtyard of their apartment complex, where 
they continue to reside.

for those who are vulnerable.
Our current legal system—an 

antiquated morass of statutes, unresponsive 
to the needs of a dynamic labor market, 
and thus only selectively enforced for 
decades—mocks the biblical ideal of the 
rule of law, suppresses economic growth, 
facilitates exploitative working conditions 
and human trafficking, divides families, 
and is in desperate need of reform. We’ve 
called on both elected officials and on the 
people within local churches who 
democratically inform the policymaking 
process to push for reforms that would 
make it harder to immigrate unlawfully, 
make it easier to immigrate lawfully so as 
to meet our labor needs and keep families 
together, and allow those presently here 
unlawfully to pay a fine (as opposed to 
being granted amnesty) and then—except 
for those few with serious criminal 
convictions—earn their way onto a 
pathway to legal status, citizenship, and 
full integration into our society. 

As Christians advocate for more just and 
compassionate policies and meet tangible 
needs such as English language instruction 
and legal services, we also have the oppor-
tunity to share the hope of the gospel. 
Many immigrants come to the U.S. with a 
vibrant Christian faith—breathing new life 
into local churches and sharing the Good 
News. Others encounter the hope of a 
relationship with Jesus for the first time. 
According to research by Todd Johnson at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, 
immigrant congregations now account for 
the fastest growth in American evangelical-
ism. God is using the movement of people 
across borders all over the world to advance 
His kingdom. 

My neighbors have taught me a great 
deal about hospitality, literally, the love of 
strangers. As I’ve tried to welcome the 
“strangers” in my neighborhood, I’ve 
been immeasurably blessed myself. 
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by Dr. Alan Jacobs, 

Clyde S. Ki lby Chair and Professor of English 

Choose Life
Have we mistaken Christian generosity for recklessness? 
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on today’s obedience makes a long view 
possible: it does not yield a map, but it 
does yield a confidence that He who has 
called us is faithful, and will conduct 
the whole church to her journey’s end. 
About a dozen years ago, Pope John 
Paul II answered a question concerning 
demographic predictions that Muslims 
would outnumber Catholics by the year 
2000.

To this inquiry the Pope replied 
placidly. After all, Jesus Christ himself 
proposed a still more frightening 
question: “When the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 
18:8) The whole business of counting the 
adherents of religions in order to find out 
which of them “has a future” is a process 
at best distracting from, at worst hostile 
to, true faith.

The same trust prompts John Paul’s 
successor, Benedict, to accept the 
possibility that the Roman Church may 
become smaller before it becomes larger. 
That is, the church must insist on the 
integrity of its witness, because only such 
countercultural integrity will save the 
church—and therefore serve the common 
good—in the long term. George Weigel 
points out that Pope Benedict is fond 
of quoting the old Benedictine maxim 
Succisa virescit—“pruned, it grows”—but 
as every gardener knows, the immediate 
result of a vigorous pruning is an 
apparently lifeless remnant: it is only 

that Finney and his many modern heirs 
fail altogether to notice that whenever 
the Bible compares soul-winning to 
agriculture, it invariably does so in order 
to emphasize the inscrutable sovereignty 
of God: Paul planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the increase. And we never 
get an explanation of why the ground on 
which the sower sows is so variable in 
quality, in receptiveness to the seed of the 
gospel. Obedience, not results, must be 
our watchword.

Last Christmas Day my pastor, Martin 
Johnson, spoke of his youthful habit of 
walking in the forests of British Columbia 
at night, guided only by moonlight. It 
was remarkable how far he could see, 
how delicately beautiful the landscape. 
The only problem was that he couldn’t see 
where to put his foot for his next step. 
The light that is Christ, said Martin—is 
just the opposite: it illuminates with 
perfect clarity your next step, but blots 
out the surrounding territory. It’s worth 
remembering that when people ask Jesus 
cartographic kinds of questions—“Will 
many be saved or only a few?”—Jesus tells 
them to mind their own spiritual business. 
I think that if we try to formulate a plan
for becoming a counterculture for the 
common good—if we draw up a map 
and an itinerary—we may well receive 
a similar rebuke. “What is that to you? 
Follow me. One step at a time.” 

Yet there is a sense in which a focus 

Excerpted from the essay, “Choose 

Life,”  from  Wayfaring: Essays Pleasant 

and Unpleasant (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 

2010).

e Christians cannot set as our goal the 
becoming of a counterculture for the 
common good. Nor can we directly seek 
the elimination of the vices and illusions 
that constrain our attempts to love  
our neighbors as we should. We will 
strip away our self-deceit and become 
a true light unto the nations only by 
seeking and becoming faithful to the call 
of the gospel. If we eventually become 
a true counterculture for the common 
good, that counterculture will simply be 
the product of our faithfulness. 

All too often Christians think even 
of faithfulness as a means to an end, 
that end being (usually) something 
called “church growth.” We think 
so because in our culture goals are 
always products: quantifiable goods that, 
because they are quantifiable, can be 
produced by techniques. Thus our true 
ancestor is Charles Finney, the 19th-
century evangelist who believed that 
his evangelistic techniques were fully 
scientific; “The right use of means for a 
revival is as philosophically sure as the 
right use of means to raise grain and a 
crop of wheat.” It is truly wonderful 
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the gospel. Compelling here are some 
words written by the Christian historian 
Christopher Dawson 70 years ago:

The spirit of the Gospel is eminently 
that of the “open” type which gives, 
asking nothing in return, and spends 
itself for others. It is essentially hostile 
to the spirit of calculation, the spirit 
of worldly prudence, and above all 
to the spirit of religious self-seeking 
and self-satisfaction. For what is the 
Pharisee but a spiritual bourgeois, 
a typically “closed” nature, a man 
who . . . reckons his accounts with 
heaven as though God was his 
banker? It is against this “closed,” 
self-sufficient moralist ethic that the 
fiercest denunciations of the Gospels are 
directed. Even the sinner who possesses 
a seed of generosity, a faculty of self-
surrender, and an openness of spirit is 
nearer to the kingdom of heaven than 
the “righteous” Pharisee; for the soul 
that is closed to love is closed to grace.

Christians must ask ourselves whether 
we have, indeed, taken “worldly 
prudence” for good stewardship, and 
Christian generosity for recklessness. 
And we must remind ourselves that we 
can insulate ourselves from surprising 
uncertainties or setbacks only by the 
kind of false prudence that insulates us 
also from surprising blessings. 

Indeed, we need to ask what, exactly, 
in our prudence, we are afraid of. 
Sometimes I suspect that it is God 

himself, or at least life itself. Many years 
ago the farmer and writer Wendell Berry 
came across an advertisement for a new 
John Deere tractor heralding the advent 
of an “earth space capsule” that would 
protect the farmer not only from the 
“noise and fumes” of the tractor, but also 
from the vagaries of weather. 

Berry reflected that this ad might 
well have relevance beyond the world of 
agriculture: “Of course, the only real way 
to get this sort of freedom and safety—to 
escape the hassles of earthly life—is to 
die. . . . These ads are addressed to the 
perfect consumers: the self-consumers, 
who have found nothing of interest here 
on earth, nothing to do, and are impatient 
to be shed of earthly concerns.” 

Too many church buildings, it seems 
to me have become vast “earth space 
capsules,” and it may be time to escape 
before the spiritual oxygen runs out. 

The sign I ask that some of us enact 
is not, I think, a sign of renunciation—
not that there’s anything wrong with 
that—but of generosity. Giving is not 
renouncing. And if it turns out that we 
cannot do this, then I think the least we 
can do, just before we crawl into our 
capsules, is to affix a simple message for 
those passersby, and especially for our 
children: “Don’t do what we did. Don’t 
hoard, don’t close yourself up in your own 
comfort and even your own virtues. Be 
open to love and grace: choose life.” 
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“If we eventually become 
a true counterculture 
for the common good, 
that counterculture will 
simply be the product of 
our faithfulness.” 

in the next season that the luxurious 
growth appears. 

Bodies of believers with a briefer 
history and shallower roots in the 
great tradition of Christian orthodoxy 
must pray for and earnestly seek the 
confidence that the Father is pleased to 
give us the Kingdom. And it is my belief 
that—both for our own well-being and 
for the common good—we need to find 
ways to perform the assurance that we are 
supposed to have, the confidence that the 
One who has called us is faithful. Only 
when we act upon that assurance can we 
enact a sign: that is, only in that way does 
our confidence become readable. And 
what might such a sign be?

I think it would be wonderful if some 
large and wealthy American church 
would have to cut staff and programs 
(or better yet, actually close its doors) 
because it had given far too much money 
to foreign missions or the needs of 
local people. How delightful it would 
be to drive past an empty megachurch 
and tell an unbelieving friend that the 
congregation couldn’t pay their bills 
after they gave too much to rebuilding 
churches in New Orleans. 

Some will say that such actions would 
be a failure to meet the standards of 
“good stewardship.” But this would be to 
confuse the prudence appropriate to the 
monetary affairs of the bourgeoisie with 
the very different prudence called for by 
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by Dr. Emily Langan ’94,  
assistant professor of communication  

The Power of a Great Example
How a mentored professor became a mentor.

professionalism, and life choices that takes 
place both within and beyond classroom 
walls. It involves a deep investment; 
indeed, it is a journey taken together 
with differing tasks along the way. It’s 
rarely easy, but it’s always relational and 
consistently about growth. 

I count it amongst my richest blessings 
when students share their lives with 
me, complete with all the natural 
complexities. In my role as mentor 
and advisor, I challenge students to be 
authentic, see themselves more fully, 
and to live as Kingdom-minded people. 
I strive to be someone who meets them 
on their journey. Commencement can be 
bittersweet; students I have nurtured walk 
across the stage and our relationship is 
transformed. My investment in their lives 
has been a worthy endeavor and now, we 
send them off to work, serve, and live for 
Christ and His Kingdom. 

As I think about my career moving 
forward, it is with honor and humility; 
Wheaton has a remarkable legacy of great 
mentors and I am proud to follow in their 
footprints. Being the next Em is not my 
aspiration, but rather I hope I have learned 
by his example how to mentor the next 
generation. 

Dr. Emily Langan ’94 is assistant professor 
of communication and holds a Ph.D. from 
Arizona State University. Her teaching and 
research focus on interpersonal and relational 
communication with a specialization in 
friendship. Like her mentor before her,  
Dr. Langan has a deep passion for commu-
nication theory and its application to 
everyday life. She has a simple catchphrase: 
“I hope this class ruins your life.” Through 
studying communication, Dr. Langan 
believes you begin to view interactions a bit 
more intentionally, examine relationships a 
little more thoughtfully, and can relate to 
others more effectively. In July 2012, she will 
be promoted to associate professor with tenure. 

about me and my life, spoke persuasively 
about my potential as an academic, and, 
in the process, helped me to fix my eyes 
on God and His direction for my life. 
Who I am as a teacher and scholar can 
be traced directly to Em. Over the years, 
we’ve actively maintained a professional 
association, but even more important 
to me is our friendship. Still a source 
of knowledge and advice, he has also 
been a faithful role model and consistent 
supporter. 

Mentorship can be a rather nebulous 
term. We often conflate the concept 
of a mentor with that of an intimate 
confidant. We think we’re supposed 
to “dump our trucks” and be intensely 
vulnerable. That type of relationship is 
important in life, but it isn’t mentorship. 
A mentor helps the mentee (or the 
protégée) move from “here” to “there,” 
from where they are to where they 
want to be. Mentoring is a holistic 
pursuit encompassing faith, academics, 

FACULTY voice
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n his book, The Fabric of Faithfulness, 
Steven Garber wrote, “Most of who you 
will be, in terms of your commitments 
and convictions about what really 
matters—what you love—will be in 
direct relation to who your teachers are.”  

If you asked me to name the most 
influential people in my life, Dr. Em 
Griffin HON, professor of communication 
emeritus, would appear near the top of 
the list. Em became my mentor while I 
was an undergraduate at Wheaton and has 
filled that role for almost 20 years. Our 
relationship had a rather unconventional 
beginning; Em was the high school beau 
of a family friend who insisted I look 
him up at Wheaton. When I landed 
in the communication department, I 
found myself a student in his classes. 
Later, when I headed off to grad school 
in interpersonal communication, I left 
Wheaton with direction, but I also had 
something far more valuable: a mentor. 

Professionally and personally, Em cared 
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a morning at the Miriam Center with the 
mission’s special-needs children, “They 
are absolutely abandoned by everyone,” 
he says. “But they hug you, play on you, 
drool on you. They don’t understand your 
language, but they understand what it 
means to be held.”

The trip confirmed that both North 
Haiti Christian University and Northwest 
Haiti Christian Mission would make good 
partners. 

Abbie was a member of the fact-
finding trip. When she returned for five 
weeks last summer, she observed Haitian 
doctors and assisted in a prison health 
clinic. Now she is working with Assistant 
Professor of Applied Health Science Dr. 
Susan Vendeland to develop a plan for 
conducting public-health research in Haiti. 

Another student member of the 
fact-finding team, Chris Wilson ’12, 
a psychology major, returned to the 
university for six months to teach ESL for 
his HNGR internship. 

Chris says, “In addition to teaching, 
I also participated in a focus group 
with faculty and administrators of the 
university to explore ways that Wheaton 
might partner with them to develop 
a psychology program in the Haitian 
context.” Now back at Wheaton, Chris 
plans to present the best suggestions to 
Wheaton psychology faculty this spring.

This new partnership has many parallels 
to Wheaton’s long-running Honduras 
Project, which was launched 30 years 
ago by students in response to a natural 
disaster. But Dr. Kalantzis and Abbie 

decided to focus on education. “That’s 
what we do. We know how to do that,” 
explains Dr. Kalantzis.

“It can be hard for students to just 
jump in overseas and know how to use 
the gifts that they have,” says Abbie, now 
programs coordinator for HWP. “So  
we also wanted a focus on service and 
learning.”

After seven months of research and 
prayer, the Haiti-Wheaton Partnership 
finally winnowed its 20-plus options 
down to two possible partners: North 
Haiti Christian University, a Haitian-
run Baptist seminary-turned-university 
with 800 students; and Northwest Haiti 
Christian Mission, an American relief 
organization providing medical services 
in Haiti for the past 30 years.

The club next cobbled together money 
from student fundraisers, Student Gov-
ernment allocations, and grants from the 
Alumni Association’s Faculty Missions 
Project. Over spring break, Dr. Kalantzis 
and geology professor Dr. Jeffrey 
Greenberg led a fact-finding trip of seven 
Wheaton faculty and students to visit the 
two sites and explore opportunities. 

Northwest Haiti Christian Mission, 
which offers a clinic, maternity ward, 
surgical suites, a special-needs orphanage, 
and a school for the deaf, is located in a 
poor neighborhood right across the canal 
from the popular vacation island of Tor-
tuga. “You can see cruise ships come by 
as people are living in abject poverty [on 
the opposite shore],” says Dr. Kalantzis.

The fact-finding team spent one 

by Jeremy Weber ’05

A Link to the Land of Mountains  
The 2010 earthquake in Haiti killed or injured hundreds of thousands 
of people and left an estimated 1,000,000 others homeless.  
Such devastation stirred Wheaton students and faculty to forge 
unique relationships with two Haitian organizations. 

wheaton in the world
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bbie Goodman ’12 will long remember 
one of the first live births she witnessed, 
in part because it took place in a health 
clinic in the Western Hemisphere’s 
poorest nation: Haiti.

“It was really powerful for me to hear 
the first sounds of life that a human 
being utters, in a country where 1 out 
of 10 babies dies in infancy,” she says. 
A pre-med major interested in public 
health and medicine, Abbie traveled to 
Haiti this past summer for an internship 
arranged through a new campus club, 
the Haiti-Wheaton Partnership (HWP). 

After the 7.0-magnitude earthquake 
rocked Haiti in January 2010, more 
than 1,800 miles away a small, ad hoc 
group of Wheaton faculty, Student 
Government members, and students in 
the Human Needs and Global Resources 
(HNGR) program began meeting. The 
group soon formed the Haiti-Wheaton 
Partnership. 

“We knew that we wanted to help; 
to do something,” says Dr. George 
Kalantzis, associate professor of theology. 
“Haiti is our neighbor. It is right here, 
and it’s not going to go away.”

The group spent last school year 
answering the question: What can we 
do? Faculty joined students in sifting 
through dozens of options. A number of 
Wheaton alumni were already working 
in Haiti, including Grant Roszkowiak 
’09, a missionary with Northwest Haiti 
Christian Mission. 

The club considered partnering with 
well-known relief organizations but 
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visit Haiti in future years. “That’s why
I’m committed to this project,” says 
Dr. Kalantzis. “This is a long-term 
relationship that changes them and 
changes us.”

“We just set it up last year. We’re still 
trying to figure some things out,” says 
Abbie. “It’s a little scary to be moving this 
fast, but when your passion to serve God 
becomes a reality, you just have to go with 
the flow.”

a malnourished 14-year-old boy and sing 
to make him stop crying.

Interested in working overseas, but un-
certain as to her calling, Abbie says, “To be 
able to experience that—and not just in a 
‘short-term missions/vacation Bible school’ 
way, but to see what my gifts might look 
like overseas—was very helpful.”

Club members have been encouraged 
by the campus support for this new 
effort, and hope to see multiple teams 

say what makes the Haiti-Wheaton 
Partnership unique is its focus on 
fostering deeper partnerships between 
students and faculty—and giving faculty 
more avenues for service.

With a focus on matching Haiti’s needs 
with students’ academic interests, the 
partnership allows Wheaton professors 
to get involved on many different 
levels, often in long-standing roles. 
“We want students and faculty to bring 
back an understanding of the difference 
between relief and development,” says 
Dr. Kalantzis. “This is not a short-term 
mission trip; this is an investment.”

During spring break in 2012 the 
Haiti-Wheaton Partnership will send 
another 20 students to the mission: 
geology majors will work on water-
purification issues, art majors will create 
community art projects, and pre-health 
professions students will conduct public-
health seminars. And over Christmas 
break in 2012, Wheaton faculty will 
visit the university and offer seminars to 
its Haitian teachers, who train most of 
Haiti’s Baptist pastors. Faculty members 
will also offer classes in English, 
agriculture, and fine arts. 

The new Haiti-Wheaton Partnership 
also serves Wheaton’s renewed global 
emphasis. “We want our students to see 
the global,” says Dr. Kalantzis. “Nothing 
says ‘I’m in the world’ like bringing 
a baby out of a mother’s womb and 
being told that, as a college junior, you 
have more education than most health 
professionals [Haitians] will ever see.”

During the third week of Abbie’s 
internship, a cholera outbreak sent waves 
of up to 400 patients to the mission’s 
clinic. The clinic quickly ran out of cots, 
so patients would lie on cardboard boxes 
while Abbie took blood pressures and 
changed fluids. She contrasts this intense 
time with her visits to an orphanage for 
disabled children, where she would hold 

morning at the Miriam Center with the
mission’s special-needs children, “They 
are absolutely abandoned by everyone,” 
he says. “But they hug you, play on you, 
drool on you. They don’t understand your 
language, but they understand what it 
means to be held.”

The trip confirmed that both North 
Haiti Christian University and Northwest 
Haiti Christian Mission would make good 
partners. 

Abbie was a member of the fact-
finding trip. When she returned for five 
weeks last summer, she observed Haitian 
doctors and assisted in a prison health 
clinic. Now she is working with Assistant 
Professor of Applied Health Science Dr. 
Susan Vendeland to develop a plan for 
conducting public-health research in Haiti. 

Another student member of the 
fact-finding team, Chris Wilson ’12, 
a psychology major, returned to the 
university for six months to teach ESL for 
his HNGR internship. 

Chris says, “In addition to teaching, 
I also participated in a focus group 
with faculty and administrators of the 
university to explore ways that Wheaton 
might partner with them to develop 
a psychology program in the Haitian 
context.” Now back at Wheaton, Chris 
plans to present the best suggestions to 
Wheaton psychology faculty this spring.

This new partnership has many parallels 
to Wheaton’s long-running Honduras 
Project, which was launched 30 years 
ago by students in response to a natural 
disaster. But Dr. Kalantzis and Abbie 

Abbie Goodman ’12 (left)  

traveled to Haiti last spring 

with a group of six more 

Wheaton students and 

faculty, including Dr. George 

Kalantzis (back row, far left, 

in group shot) to explore 

opportunities for service 

and collaboration.
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Is Wheaton in your plans?
Maximize the power of your estate plan with 
Wheaton College Trust Company, a federally  
chartered bank, serving as trustee or personal  
representative under:

•	 Wills
•	 Revocable	Living	Trusts
•	 Charitable	Remainder	Trusts
•	 Other	Trust	Arrangements

Leave	the	gift	of	a	lifetime	and	provide	for	future		
generations	of	Wheaton	College	students.	Learn	
how Wheaton College Trust Company can  
serve you.

For more information, contact Dave Teune or 
David Melilli at 1-800-525-9906, 
630-752-5332, or gift.plan@wheaton.edu. 
Or	visit	our	website:	wheatontrust.com.

Philip G. Ryken ’88, President
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“As Christians 

we have a 

responsibility 

to speak up 

on behalf of 

religious liberty  

in the United 

States and 

around  

the world.”

during the decade or so since 9/11, there has been a good deal of discussion about what 
does or does not constitute Islamophobia—the fear of Muslims. Yet a recent cover 
story in Newsweek documents a different and more deadly problem: Christophobia. 

As defined by journalist Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Christophobia is violent hostility toward 
people who identify themselves as followers of Christ, especially in predominantly 
Muslim countries. Put simply, Christians are being oppressed, attacked, and  
even killed because of their religion. 

There is hostility to Christians in nearly every Muslim-majority nation. It is 
happening in Nigeria, where Boko Haram has announced its intention to kill all 
Christians and establish Sharia law. It is happening in Sudan, where Christians 
are subject to bombings, kidnappings, and other atrocities. It is happening in Iraq, 
Pakistan, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. It is happening in Iran, where Christians  
are jailed for worshiping in nonregistered churches, and Ethiopia, where churches 
have been burned to the ground.

Similar conflicts have taken place in Egypt, where a rising tide of anti-Christian 
sentiment threatens the promise of the Arab Spring. Coptic Christians who have 
protested against Muslim persecution have suffered harsh reprisals from the Egyptian 
military. Rather than expanding liberty, recent elections may have opened the  
door to tyranny, through greater representation for Islamic fundamentalism. 

After surveying the restrictions on religious freedom that Christians are suffering 
worldwide, Ali concludes that 

a fair-minded assessment of recent events and trends leads to the conclusion 
that the scale and severity of Islamophobia pales in comparison with the 
bloody Christophobia currently coursing through Muslim-majority 
nations from one end of the globe to the other. The conspiracy of silence 
surrounding this violent expression of religious intolerance has to stop. 
Nothing less than the fate of Christianity . . . in the Islamic world is at stake. 

Wheaton College alumni are serving in all these places, including ones mentioned  
in this issue of Wheaton. Some of these alumni are cross-cultural missionaries. Others 
work in business, are involved in diplomacy, or serve with development agencies. 
All of them have opportunities to live out their faith in ways that bear witness to the 
kingdom of God, even if this brings difficulty or danger. 

Meanwhile, we are facing struggles at home in the United States—not from  
Muslims, primarily, but from a society that often fails to understand the basic 
principles of religious liberty. 

Christian higher education is on the front lines of this conflict. Whether it comes 
in the form of challenges to our right to hire for mission, or requirements for 
accreditation that are contrary to biblical standards for sexual conduct, or the 
imposition of health care regulations that violate Christian convictions, there are 
many signs that Christ-centered colleges such as Wheaton are under pressure. 

As Christians we have a responsibility to speak up on behalf of religious liberty in 
the United States and around the world. We do this out of love for our brothers and 
sisters—including our students—in the hope that their freedom will be expanded, 
not contracted. Yet at the same time we recognize that suffering hardship because of 
our commitment to Christ is one of our highest privileges as Christians. We do not 
fear the opposition we face, but endure it patiently, as our Savior did.

president's perspective
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Art of Remembrance 

“Little Pink Rose of Hungary”

Painting by Pat Mercer Hutchens ’59

“I so longed to be able to save this Little Pink  

Rose of Hungary, but I must settle for  

making her precious little face known, remembered,  

and not forgotten.”

—Pat Mercer Hutchens

Lilly Jacob Zelmanovic Meier was a 

teenager when she arrived at Auschwitz—

one of the largest Nazi concentration 

camps where more than 950,000 Jews 

perished. Lilly would survive the Holocaust, 

bringing an album out of Auschwitz 

containing hundreds of images of Jews 

taken by unknown Nazi officials. She kept 

the album for more than 30 years before 

donating it to the Yad Vashem Museum in 

Israel in 1980. 

Pat Mercer Hutchens ’59 first saw the 

Auschwitz Album online, and was haunted 

by the images of women and children on 

their way to gas chambers and 

crematoriums. Already working on a 

different series, Pat says, “I clearly heard 

the Lord say, ‘I want you to stop what you 

are painting and paint these pictures.’”

Pat went on to create 40 oil paintings, the 

first 28 for an exhibit titled The Auschwitz 

Album Revisited presented at the Regent 

University Library early last year and then at 

the Krakow Jewish Cultural Festival in 

Poland. Prints of these works are now on 

permanent loan at the Auschwitz Jewish 

Cultural Center in Poland. Still working on 

the collection, Pat says, “When people see 

the images, I want them to weep . . . to 

remember . . . to look around and not let 

things like this happen again.”

With a master of fine arts in art theory, and 

a Ph.D. in theology with a concentration in 

language and Hebrew studies, Pat has 

taught at numerous colleges and authored 

two books, one with her husband James 

’60, who was chaplain at Wheaton from 

1969-72.  She is the founder and director 

of Washington Artworks, an organization 

that supports worthy causes with donated 

art.
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