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The Litfin Legacy
Continuity Amid Growth
 President Duane Litfin retires after 17 years



Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”

Cover photo: President Litfin enjoys the lively bustle of the Sports and 
Recreation Complex that was built in 2000 as a result of the New 
Century Challenge. The only “brick-and-mortar” part of that campaign, 
the SRC features a large weight room, three gyms, a pool, elevated 
running track, climbing wall, dance and fitness studio, and wrestling 
room, as well as classrooms, conference rooms, and a physiology lab. 
Dr. Litfin’s 17-year tenure has seen the development of many facilities, 
in addition to scholarship funding, new faculty, and student resources. 
As he has held Jesus Christ central to the College’s purpose, he  
has navigated the paradox of ushering in tremendous growth while 
maintaining continuity of mission.  Photo by Les Barker

Inside photos: Michael Hudson ’89, pp. 1, 5, 13, 18-19, 25, 30, 32, 
52, 61; Jimi Allen, pp. 1, 60; Les Barker, pp. 2, 14, 18-19, 21, 30-31; 
William Koechling, pp. 6, 26; Walter Danylak, p. 18; Michael Johnson, 
pp. 19-21; Craig Taylor, p. 21; Carlos Vergara, p. 26; Wheaton College 
Archives and Special Collections, pp. 3, 12-13, 22-23, 59.
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efore you read this letter, turn back a page and read Wheaton’s mission 

statement at the top of the inside front cover. Why? Because this statement 

is important. As the College’s catalog says, “[It] expresses the stable  

and enduring identity of Wheaton College. . . . All the purposes, goals, and 

activities of the College are guided by this mission.”

Interestingly, Wheaton’s statement is not unlike that of many other 

Christian institutions. Yet some of these schools are vastly different from 

Wheaton—from a large research university to a small residential college with 

thousands more students taking courses online rather than in a classroom. 

If our missions are alike, what, then, makes the difference? For 150 

years, Wheaton has remained a residential, academically rigorous Christian 

liberal arts college. Its motto For Christ and His Kingdom is not simply a 

sentiment from the past; it permeates the life of this institution, setting the 

standards, tone, and vision for the ways the College accomplishes its  

work and ministry. 

Why has Wheaton not wavered? Because each of its seven presidents 

has been a linchpin in preserving the vitality of Wheaton’s mission. 

Just as his predecessors, President Duane Litfin, who retires this summer, 

has not only ensured the continuity of mission but also defined the ways to 

accomplish that mission during his 17-year tenure. In the midst of constancy, 

there has been remarkable growth: new buildings and old buildings now 

newer, the Chase Commons walkway, “smart” classrooms, stronger faculty 

and academic programs, and much more. And it was the mission that 

guided the tough decisions and gave response to controversy.

Awhile back I emailed Dr. Litfin, asking him to tell me his deepest, most 

heartfelt prayer for Wheaton. He responded: 

I suspect it is what we claim as our mission: developing whole and 

effective Christians to impact church and society For Christ and His 

Kingdom. If that’s our key goal, one might expect that the achievement 

of that goal should have pride of place in one’s most fervent prayer for 

the College. 

So, if I’m to avoid simply repeating our mission statement, I would 

say my most fervent prayer for the College is that we turn out graduates 

who have caught a vision of what it means to put Jesus Christ at the 

center. They see their lives as His life lived through them, bought with 

a price; they see the church as His church, in which they have been 

placed and to which they have been called for service; they see the 

world as His world, into which He sends them to spend themselves for 

His sake, whatever their vocation.

Wheaton’s mission—so deeply loved and highly regarded by our president 

that it becomes his prayer. 
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A Lesson in History

I was delighted to share “Hiding in the 

Open” (section one of “An Underground 

Railroad Stop, a Preacher to Billions, and 

the Sixties” in the winter 2010 Wheaton 

magazine) with my fourth grade students as 

part of our study of Harriet Tubman and the 

Underground Railroad. One of my students 

wrote the following “letter to the editor” 

after learning about this remarkable part of 

Wheaton’s history: 

 

Dear Editor of Wheaton, 

My name is Catherine, and I go to 

Evergreen School. My teacher is Miss 

Williams, a former student of Wheaton 

College. We are learning about 

Harriet Tubman and the Underground 

Railroad. I think that being a stop for 

the Underground Railroad sounds 

amazing! Also, I think that it was very 

generous of Wheaton College to be a 

stop for the Underground Railroad.  

I think it also was very nice that you let 

the African American students come 

to your college, because a person is a 

person no matter what color their skin 

is. Finally, I think it was a great decision 

to let girls come, too! My teacher, Miss 

Williams, is a great teacher, and she 

went to Wheaton College. 

Sincerely,

Catherine Miller

 

Thank you for helping me share Wheaton’s 

remarkable history with my class.

Carrie Williams ’00 

Wheaton, Illinois

Called for Faithfulness
The Christmas baking is done, the  

wreath is hung, the tree decorated, the 

greeting cards mailed. Now at last I  

have time to pause and peruse the latest 

issue of Wheaton. And what an issue!

I am stunned by the cover picture of 

Wheaton 150 years ago when compared  

to the 2005 two-page photo of the  

campus today. What a gorgeous setting  

for the photo—Wheaton College in her fall 

splendor. Brings back the memory of 

shuffling through the leaves as we gals 

strolled those first days of freshmen week 

back in ’54.

I am sure I would have to navigate the 

campus with the aid of a map today. 

Incredible to see how enlarged it has 

become with many intersecting triangles  

and quadrangles of sidewalks connecting all 

the new buildings and more under 

construction. The beloved Tower and chapel 

are all I recognize. Over the years I have 

come to appreciate my brief time at 

Wheaton. From the first time as a teen 

hearing a male quartet at church who spoke 

of being “Wheaties,” I was impressed by the 

enthusiasm of the students and determined 

to join them. On a Pullman Foundation 

scholarship I became part of the class of 

’58. My best class was Writing, and I credit 

that experience with a lifetime love of  

putting thoughts to paper. A reference to 

having studied at Wheaton College was 

always a good “foot in the door,” such is the 

reputation of our alma mater.

I feel slightly inadequate when reading  

the accomplishments of classmates,  

so illustrious their careers as compared to 

mine. However, I recognize we can’t all be 

inventors, authors, executives, preachers, 

founders, or industrialists. The world needs 

Christian mothers and neighborhood  

leaders and certainly volunteers in the 

church. Together we all serve Christ and  

His Kingdom.

Elaine M. (Peggy) Gilchrist  

Jellema ’58

Gainesville, Florida

Each time a Wheaton magazine comes 

to our home here in Hungary, I am truly 

blessed. Sometimes, however, when I read 

about the things Wheaton people are doing 

for God in the world past and present, I 

am humbled and wonder why I do not see 

the fruit of my labor that I read about in the 

lives of others. Then I am reminded that 

God has called me not to be successful but 
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missionaries in Ecuador. At that  

time, my husband Bob was the director of  

WETN. Bob is the son of missionaries  

in Peru and during his time there, he flew 

with Nate Saint and knew four of the  

five who were killed. At Wheaton, he  

lived with Dick Jones ’53, son of one  

of the founders of HCJB, Clarence  

Jones.

In those days we did not have good 

phone contact. The first news came from 

Clarence Jones via ham radio to Dick. Dick 

told Bob, and immediately we broadcast  

it on WETN. A grad student who worked at 

WMBI and helped at WETN picked up the 

info and rebroadcast it over WMBI. Dick 

continued to get calls from his Dad and the 

circuit continued for a week until Cornell 

Cappa was able to get to Ecuador and 

report the news firsthand. 

Even though we were known as the 

“weak squeak,” WETN gave the news of 

the Auca incident to the world for the first 

week. In those days, the students ran  

the station, did all of the programming, and 

built all the equipment with the help of  

Mr. Chase. 

Bob ’57 and BJ Reifsnyder ’56

Gaines, Pennsylvania 

and the writings of Leanne Payne and Clyde 

Kilby continue to form my worldview. 

The sesquicentennial mailing happened to 

arrive during a season of depression and 

disorientation in my life. In reading the stories 

of God’s faithfulness, I was quickly set back 

on my feet, refreshed, and headed in the 

right direction once more. I can’t imagine the 

amount of research, planning, and artistry 

that went into it, but it certainly required a 

response on my part. 

Ruth Backhaus 

Granby, Connecticut

Stories for the Archives
Your recent sesquicentennial edition brought 

back many memories. One was the 1950 

revival. I was there in the Pierce Chapel for 

most of those very memorable 40 hours, 

which touched me and so many other 

students. 

A second thing I’ll never forget is the 

morning of January 9, 1956, at Yarinacocha, 

Wycliffe’s center of operations in the  

jungle of Peru. That morning my wife, Lee 

Duncan Kindberg ’50, and I were hosting  

Dr. Raymond Edman for breakfast during 

his visit at our center. As we were visiting 

together, we received a telephone call 

telling us of the death of five missionary men 

in Ecuador; three of them were Wheaton 

graduates: Nate Saint ’50, Jim Elliot ’49, 

and Ed McCully ’49, along with Roger 

Youderian and Peter Fleming. As I repeated 

the names for Dr. Edman and my wife,  

Dr. Edman had a very emotional response 

as he recognized the names of the three 

Wheaton grads.

Will Kindberg ’52

Elizabethton, Tennessee

On page 20 of the winter 2010 issue, 

you wrote about the martyrdom of the 

to be faithful. I rejoice in the great works 

and accomplishments of others. 

Thank you to Wheaton Graduate School 

and the many people there who had a 

profound influence on my life. I feel 

privileged to be a part of such an institution 

that has for 150 years prepared men and 

women to follow the call of God in so many 

different and unique ways.

Jim Tinnell M.A. ’95

Sopron, Hungary

 

The 150th anniversary edition stirred 

many memories of Wheaton. At the 100th 

anniversary I was advised by Dr. Earle 

Cairns (history professor) to write my M.A. 

thesis on Jonathan Blanchard’s social 

theory. The thesis was a pretty bland 

bit of writing, but it transformed my life, 

as well as my Ph.D. work at Manchester 

University in England. For the past 50 

years my wife Margaret (Partridge ’57) 

and I have engaged in the human rights 

struggle in Europe (among the Gypsies) and 

Asia (among the persecuted Christians). 

Recently Margaret even carried out a  

baby quilt project for the throwaway babies 

in China.

We owe Wheaton so much. Thanks for 

reminding us.

Wayne Detzler ’59, M.A. ’61 

Fairfield, Connecticut

 

I had the privilege of visiting Wheaton a few 

years ago. The campus vibrates with the 

presence of the God, and I was brought to 

tears several times as I strolled the grounds 

and considered the many mighty works 

He has launched from that place. So many 

Wheaton folks have had a formative role in 

my life: I first heard the gospel from Billy 

Graham; the people of Operation Auca 

challenged me to dedicate my life to Christ; 

Write Us

We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and emails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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Dr. Ryken earned his master of 
divinity degree from Westminster 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, 
and in 1992, the Rykens moved to 
England where he earned a doctorate 
in historical theology from Oxford 
University. 

Speaking and teaching around the 
world, Dr. Ryken has lectured at 
theology conferences and taught courses 
across the United States and in Canada, 
China, Northern Ireland, England, 
Singapore, South Africa, South Korea, 
Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turkey, and Ukraine. He has been 
published in more than 30 books, 
including The Message of Salvation 
(InterVarsity, 2001); City on a Hill: 
Recovering the Biblical Pattern for  
the Church in the 21st Century (Moody 
Press, 2003); Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 
with Drs. Leland Ryken and Jim 
Wilhoit (Tyndale, 2005); Art for God’s 
Sake: A Call to Recover the Arts (P&R, 
2006); and expository commentaries on 
Exodus, Jeremiah, Luke, and other 
books of the Bible. 

By a unanimous vote, the 
Wheaton College Board of Trustees 
decided on February 19 to ratify the 
Presidential Selection Committee’s 
nomination of Dr. Philip Graham 
Ryken ’88 to be the eighth president of 
Wheaton College. He will begin  
his duties around the first of July.

According to Dr. David Gieser ’71, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
the unanimous vote “reflects our deep 
confidence . . . that he will provide 
strong academic and Christ-centered 
leadership for this new chapter in the life 
of Wheaton College, as well as in the 
academy at large.”

Dr. Ryken is the senior minister at 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 
He has served there in various capacities 
since 1995, when he was called to preach 
under James Montgomery Boice, the 

senior pastor at that time. After Dr. 
Boice’s death in 2000, Dr. Ryken became 
the church’s senior minister, at 33 years 
of age. He is the twelfth pastor of the 
historic church in its 180-year existence.

Dr. Ryken grew up in Wheaton. 
His father, Dr. Leland Ryken, has 
taught in the Wheaton College English 
department for 42 years. Dr. Philip 
Ryken attended Wheaton Christian 
Grammar School, Wheaton North High 
School, and then Wheaton College. 
He graduated summa cum laude from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in 
English literature and philosophy. He 
met his wife Lisa Maxwell ’88 during 
new student orientation, and they were 
married before their senior year. The 
Rykens have five children: Josh (17), 
Kirsten (13), Jack (9), Kathryn (7), and 
Karoline (5). 

LU
K

E
 B

O
W

E
N

, 
T

H
E

 R
E

C
O

R
D

Wheaton Announces 
Eighth President: 
Dr. Phil ip G. Ryken

c a m p u s  n e w s

On Wednesday morning, February 24,  

Dr. Ryken briefly greeted students at the end 

of Chapel and offered a benediction.

WHEATON news
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After sixty years of bringing some of 
the world’s most gifted artists for the 
purpose of exploring, enjoying, and 
celebrating God’s creative gifts, the Artist 
Series promises one of the most exciting 
seasons to date.

Next academic year, the College is 
privileged to host Paragon Ragtime 
Orchestra, playing a Scott Joplin 
repertoire; Bayanihan Philippine 

Wheaton 
College  
Artist 
Series

National Dance Company; Charlie 
Siem on the violin; Cuarteto 
Lationoamericano, with Manuel 
Barrueco; Opole, the Philharmonic of 
Poland; and Empire Brass. 

The third Artist Series concert will be 
Wheaton alumnus and renowned 
maestro John L. Nelson ’63, D.Mus. ’89 
conducting the Wheaton College 
Symphony Orchestra, Men’s Glee Club, 

Women’s Chorale, and Concert Choir, 
along with the Apollo Chorus from 
Chicago, in Brahms’ Ein Deutsches 
Requiem. This concert will also be the 
world premier of a composition by Daniel 
Kellogg, commissioned in celebration of 
Wheaton’s Sesquicentennial.

For tickets and information, call 
630.752.5010 or visit www.artistseries.
org.

Great music, great value, close to home

Dale Kemp was named the vice 
president for finance in August. 

Kemp comes to Wheaton from a long 
and broad career in finance, banking, 
and real estate, most recently serving as 
CFO and executive vice president for 
KB Urban in Los Angeles after a 16-year 
career as executive vice president and 
CFO for MBK Real Estate in Irvine. 
His appointment follows the retirement 
of Dave Johnston ’65.

In his role at Wheaton, Kemp is 
responsible for the management and 
conduct of the business and financial 
affairs of the College, including financial 
aid, human resources, investments and 
trusts, accounting and purchasing, the 

operation and maintenance of Wheaton’s 
physical plant, and auxiliary enterprises. 

Kemp earned his B.A. from UCLA 
and an M.B.A. from Chaminade 
University. As a college student, he 
studied with Francis Schaeffer at L’Abri 
Fellowship in Switzerland. He has taught 
courses in finance at Biola University in 
Los Angeles and at Simpson University 
in Redding, California.

Kemp and his wife Susan have five 
children, including two Wheaton 
graduates and one current student. They 
have served as members of Wheaton’s 
Parents Council, and have hosted events 
in their home for high school students 
interested in attending Wheaton.

Dale Kemp Named Vice President for Finance

Dale Kemp

WHEATON news



Missionary Book Mailing
Each year, Wheaton College sends packages of books as gif ts to 

alumni serving as missionaries in non-English-speaking countries. 

This decades-old tradition continues, thanks to publishers who 

donate books and to Wheaton’s trustees who cover supplies and 

shipping. In October, these packages were sent to nearly 500 

famil ies in 78 countries, arriving in time for Christmas.

      This year’s packages included The Quotable Oswald Chambers, 

compiled and edited by David McCasland M.A. ’75 (donated by 

The Oswald Chambers Publications Association, Ltd.); My First 

Story of Christmas, by Tim Dowley, i l lustrated by Rodger Langton 

(donated by Moody Publishers); and Evening by Evening, by C. H. 

Spurgeon, revised by Alistair Begg (donated by Crossway Books).  

Also included was a coloring book created in celebration of the 

College’s 150th anniversary. 

Honoring Coach Harris

Numerous Wheaton basketball players 

past and present gathered to honor 

former coach Bill Harris who retired in 

June 2009 after 18 years. On January 

12, 2010, Coach Harris (front middle) 

was joined by former coach Lee Pfund 

’49, current coach Mike Schauer ’93, 

along with several of his former players 

and other Wheaton basketball alumni. 

A reception honoring Coach Harris was 

held before Wheaton’s 67-64 victory 

against North Central. He was also 

honored during halftime of the contest 

against the Cardinals.
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Bound for Glory, a temporary exhibit 
in the Billy Graham Center Museum 
features new works by calligrapher and 
illustrator Timothy Botts that were 
inspired by African American spirituals. 
Bound for Glory will be on display 
through September 8. 

This exhibit is also the first to be 
shown in the recently renovated Billy 
Graham Center Museum. The reception 
desk has been moved to create an effec-
tive welcome area and additional seating 
provides a venue for discussion of  

Billy Graham Center Museum Exhibit

the museum displays and art exhibits.  
An expanded gift shop houses  
unique Billy Graham Center Museum 
merchandise, as well as books and  
CDs specifically about evangelism,  
many of which have been produced  
by members of the Graham family.  
Hot coffee, tea, and bottled drinks  
are now available to Museum  
guests. 

For more information about the  
BGC Museum, visit billygrahamcenter.
com/museum.
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Our Newest Olympian

In 1904, the Wheaton College 
basketball team, calling themselves 
“the Wheaton midgets,” was invited to 
participate in the Olympic games held at 
the World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri. 

More than half a century later, Nancy 
Swider-Peltz, Sr. ’78 made her first 
appearance as an Olympic speedskater  
in the 1976 Montreal Olympics.

Between 1976 and 1988, Swider-
Peltz appeared in four consecutive 
Olympics—the first American athlete 
to accomplish such a feat—and held the 
world record time for the 3,000 meters 
in 1976. She has since coached seven 
Olympic athletes including her daughter, 
Nancy Swider-Peltz, Jr. 

This February, 106 years since 
Wheaton College first had representa-
tion in the Olympic games, Nancy  

Wheaton Vocal Students 
Excel in Metropolitan 
Opera Auditions

Two students from the Wheaton 
Conservatory of Music received honors 
in the Metropolitan Opera Council 
Auditions. The auditions are a source of 
young talent for the world-class opera 
company in New York.

After singing in the Metropolitan 
Opera National Council District 
Auditions in October, Will Liverman 
’10 and Nathaniel Olson ’11 were 
among six chosen from 45 singers to 
compete in the Metropolitan Opera 
Central Region Audition Finals in 
November. Nathaniel was the youngest 
contestant to compete in the regional 
finals, and Will won second place in 
that competition. 

For the two singers, who participated 
together in the opera program at 
the Brevard Music Center in North 
Carolina this past summer, the 
competition offered valuable feedback 
on their performances. 

“I went in thinking of it as a good 
opportunity to perform, and planned 
to come out of it learning something 
positive for the next audition,” says 
Will, who has also performed with 
the Lyric Opera of Chicago. “I felt 
so blessed to be able to make it to the 
regional level; it took me a second to 
process it when my name was called as 
the second-place winner.”

“Advancing to regionals was an 
affirmation of God’s plans to use my 
vocal gifts professionally,” Nathaniel 
says. “The other competitors were 
extremely advanced, so it was quite 
the learning experience. The best part 
was that I was able to speak one-on-

one with the judges. Their insights and 
support are invaluable.” 

Dr. Carolyn Hart, chair of vocal 
studies at the Conservatory, says the 
event was the first time in the College’s 
history that Wheaton vocalists advanced 
to the regional finals. Competitors are 
often already singing professionally. 

Dr. Hart says the honors Will 
Liverman and Nathaniel Olson  
received will distinguish them as  
young professionals.

“This has put them on the radar of a 
lot of people in the audience, and of a lot 
of young artist programs,” she says. “It 
will certainly give their resumes a boost 
to help them get difficult or sought-after 
auditions. I’m very proud of them both, 
and thankful that God has honored their 
hard work and commitment to the art 
form.”

s t u D e n t  n e w s
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Swider-Peltz, Jr. took to the ice in  
the 3,000 meters and the team pursuit 
event. Hoping for a top-ten finish,  
she walked away with a ninth in the  
3,000 meters and a fourth in the team 
pursuit.

Swider-Peltz, Jr. attended Wheaton 
College in 2007, taking time off from 
college to train for the Olympics  
full-time. She secured a spot on the  
2010 team with a 4:9.5 qualifying  
time in late December.

After changing her speedskating boots, 
blades, and technique just six weeks 
before the Games, she raced what she 
termed “the race of my life” in the  
3,000 meters. Posting a time of 4:11.16, 
hers was the mark to beat for several 
rounds, until Martina Sablikova of the 
Czech Republic won the gold medal. 

Swider-Peltz, Jr. came into the 

Congratulations

Faculty Receive  
Promotions and/or Tenure

The fol lowing faculty promotion, tenure, and 
emeritus status actions were approved by 
the Board of Trustees on February 13, 2010. 
All of these are ef fective July 1, 2010.

Emeritus 
Dr. Andrew Brulle
Education

Dr. David Maas
History

Dr. Alvaro Nieves
Sociology and Anthropology

Dr. Dean Rapp 
History

Dr. Ewan Russell
Applied Health Science

Tenure
Dr. Stephen Bretsen
Business and Economics

Dr. Johann Buis
Conservatory

Dr. Cheri Pierson
Intercultural Studies

Dr. Terri Watson
Sociology

Promotion from Assistant Professor 
to Associate Professor and Tenure 
Dr. Sheri Abel
Foreign Languages

Dr. Leah Anderson
Politics and International Relations

Dr. Melissa Harkrider
History

Dr. Raymond Phinney
Psychology

Promotion from Assistant Professor 
to Associate Professor
Brett Foster
English

Dr. Christine Gardner
Communication

David Hooker
Art

Dr. Beth Jones
Biblical and Theological Studies

Dr. Jerry Root
Intercultural Studies

Dr. Read Schuchardt
Communication

Dr. Timothy Yontz
Conservatory

Promotion from Associate Professor 
to Professor
Dr. Stephen Moshier
Geology

3,000-meter races ranked 16 in the 
world; she was the 2009 U.S. All-
Around Champion speedskater and 
was 18th in the World All-Around 
Championships. 

The Ladies’ Team Pursuit made a 
strong showing, beating the Canadians 
in the first round for one of the biggest 
upsets of the Games. They fell 1.57 
seconds short of the podium, but showed 
the world they were nonetheless a force 
to be reckoned with.

Swider-Peltz, Jr. looks forward to 
participating in at least two more 
Olympics.

f a c u Lt Y  n e w s

Five “Wheaties” traveled to 

Vancouver in February to support 

their friend, Nancy Swider-Peltz, 

Jr., as she competed in the 

speedskating events at the 2010 

Winter Olympic games. They 

are pictured here outside of the 

arena following her final race, 

with Nancy Jr. and her coach and 

mother, four-time Olympian Nancy 

Swider-Peltz, Sr. Left to right: 

Britta Erickson ’08, Renee Shear 

’09, Steven Lutes ’10, Nancy 

Swider-Peltz, Jr. ’10, Trisha Fallon 

’09, Nancy Swider-Peltz, Sr. ’78, 

and Shelley Heil ’10.
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WHEATON sports

The sports adage goes, “Records 
are meant to be broken.” 

Since he joined Wheaton’s baseball 
program, Brian Kolb ’10 has done 
nothing but live these words. In three 
seasons with the Thunder, Brian has 
already broken 16 school records and 
has a career batting average of .456—the 
15th-highest in Division III history. 

After two of the most successful 
baseball seasons in school history, Brian 
says, “It has been amazing to be part of 
the turnaround of this program.”

The Carlsbad, California native 
recalls, “I didn’t really plan on coming 

to Wheaton.” Visiting during his senior 
year in high school, however, changed 
his mind. “The guys I stayed with  
made an impact, and the guys on the 
team got me here.”

When asked about leaving sunny 
California to play baseball in a northern 
climate he replies, “There are many 
things that make it worth being at 
Wheaton. But if I had to pick just one 
thing, it would be that there is an eternal 
perspective behind everything that you 
are doing,” Brian says. “It goes above 
what a normal team is about. I believe 
that we don’t play baseball for our own 

Out of the Park
Record-shattering senior Brian Kolb hopes to lead the 
Thunder baseball team to a CCIW Championship this spring.

by Brett Marhanka, Sports Information Director

glory, there is a greater purpose to it.” 
Wheaton head coach Lee Driggers, 

who joined the Thunder program in 
August of 2008, notes, “Brian is a very 
talented player. He shows confidence, but 
has a very quiet leadership style. He is a 
quality player, the kind of player that any 
coach would want to have on a team.”

It was obvious when Brian stepped on 
the diamond in his debut season that he 
would make an impact. As a freshman in 
2007 he collected 55 hits, just two shy of 
Wheaton’s single-season record for hits. 
Still, the team struggled that season with 
just 10 victories.

The 2008 season was record-setting  
for the team. Wheaton established  
a school single-season record with  
23 victories and made the four-team 
CCIW Tournament for the first time  
in school history. As a sophomore 
shortstop, Brian set his share of records 
that season as well—eight in all. His 
.527 batting average was the highest in 
NCAA Division III that season, and 
he began a 39-game hitting streak that 
would last into his junior season—the 
sixth-longest hitting streak in Division 
III history. He would earn accolades 
as the 2008 CCIW Batter of the Year, 
Central Region Player of the Year,  
and First Team All-American. He 
continued as a key member of the team 
and set records throughout the 2009 
season.

With graduation and a bachelor’s 
degree in business and economics in 
sight, Brian says, “I would love to  
play professionally. My goal is to be 
playing somewhere next year.” 

Heading into his final season Brian and 
the Thunder have unfinished business. 
He says, “The one thing I would like 
for us to do this year is to win a CCIW 
Championship.”

PHOTOGRAPHY: GREG THOMPSON

There are  
many things 
that make it 
worth being  
at Wheaton. 
But if I had  
to pick just one 
thing, it would 
be that there is  
an eternal 
perspective 
behind 
everything  
that you are 
doing.”

“
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The National Collegiate 

Athletic Association (NCAA) 

recognizes eight students 

each year for their athletic 

accomplishments, academic 

achievement, and character. 

Surveying all sports, 

institutions, and across all 

three divisions—some 40,000 

athletes—the NCAA, this 

January, recognized All- 

American basketball player 

Kent Raymond ’08 as one of 

their “Top Eight” athletes of 

the year. Kent scored 2,308 

points in his career at 

Wheaton, the second-highest 

point total in school history 

and fourth-highest in CCIW 

history. He is also Wheaton’s 

all-time three-point scorer, 

the all-time free throw 

leader, and is in the record 

books in more than 30 

categories. Kent is enrolled 

in Wheaton’s intercultural 

studies master’s degree 

program with an anticipated 

graduation date in December 

2010. He currently plays 

professionally for CB 

L’Hospitalet in Catalonia, 

Spain. 

Men’s Soccer compiled a 14-4-4 

record this fall, winning the CCIW Men’s 

Soccer Tournament to advance to the NCAA 

Tournament for the 17th consecutive year. 

Senior Matt Swartz was named as the  

co-CCIW Player of the Year.

Women’s Golf finished second at 

the 2009 CCIW Championships for the  

third consecutive year. Wheaton finished 

seven strokes behind defending  

champion Illinois Wesleyan for the closest 

conference tournament since 2004.  

Brittany Bronson ’10 finished third at the 

conference championships and Debby 

Bouzeos ’12 was fourth at the conference 

meet. 

Women’s Cross Country took 

second at the 2009 CCIW Championships. 

Junior Jennifer Parisi finished second in 

the conference and was an All-Region 

selection as she also represented Wheaton 

at the 2009 Division III Cross Country 

Championships. 

Men’s Cross Country placed third 

at the CCIW Championships. Senior Brian 

Wurtz was an All-Region performer and he 

represented Wheaton at the 2009 Division III 

Championships in November. 

Volleyball posted a record of 17-16. 

Ashlie Pace ’11 earned All-CCIW honors for 

the Thunder volleyball team in the fall.

For more information about the 

Thunder, visit athletics.wheaton.edu.

Thunder Recap

Women’s Tennis won its fifth 

consecutive CCIW championship and 

extended its league-best mark of 15 

conference championships. Sophomore 

Elizabeth Worsowicz was recognized as 

the CCIW Player of the Year and posted an 

11-1 record in singles play and a 12-1 mark in 

doubles competition; she also won the CCIW 

Championship at number-one singles. Veteran 

head coach Jane Nelson ’83 received the 

league’s Coach of the Year award. 

Football posted a 7-3 record in the 

2009 season, with nine players earning 

All-Conference recognition. Seniors Brian 

Hollett, Justin Carpenter, and Ryan Hoyt 

were each named to the d3football.com 

All-North Region Team. Senior quarterback 

Sean Norris leaves the football program 

second on Wheaton’s career total offense 

list (7,106 yards) and third all-time in passing 

yards (6,534 yards).

Women’s Soccer posted a 17-

4-2 record exiting the NCAA Tournament 

in the Sectional Semifinals with a penalty 

kick shootout after a 0-0 tie to National 

Finalist Washington University (Mo.). Senior 

forward Taryne Lee was named a First 

Team All-American and the CCIW Player of 

the Year for the third straight season. Lee 

leaves the Thunder program as its all-time 

leader in goals, assists, and points. Senior 

midfielder Maria Della Torre earned All-Region 

recognition for the fourth consecutive year. 

Della Torre and Lee were joined on the All-

Region team by junior Brittany Bergh and 

sophomore Jaime Orewiler. 

* Data from an August 2009 survey of coaches at alma maters by Division II I Sports Information Directors

T H u N D E R  B Y  T H E  N u M B E R S

245 
career points
by Wheaton 
women’s soccer 
player Taryne Lee, 
the 10th-highest 
total in Division III 
women’s soccer 
history.

23
consecutive
regular season  
non-conference 
victory streak 
for the Wheaton 
football team 
entering the 2010 
season.

19
varsity sports 
coached by 
Wheaton graduates, 
the highest number 
of alumni in an 
athletic department 
in Division III.* 

17
consecutive
years Wheaton’s 
men’s soccer teams 
have made the 
NCAA Division III  
Men’s Soccer 
Tournament, the 
longest streak in 
Division III.

15
championships 
won in the CCIW  
by the Wheaton 
women’s tennis 
program, the  
most of any team  
in the conference. 

1 5 0 . W H E A T O N . E D U



1890s 1920s 1930s

12    S P R I N G   2 0 1 0

WHEATON view

est. 1860

150O
ne

 g
en

er

ati
on will commend your w

orks to another

years

est. 1860

years



a Slice of Life

1940s 1970s 1980s today

Wheaton’s students—their faces tell the story. For fifteen decades, their 
purposefulness and passion, ideals and ideas, and, yes, their spirit and energy, 
have inscribed their mark on this campus and left a legacy for its future.  

Experience more of Wheaton’s history through the Sesquicentennial 
website at 150.wheaton.edu.
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by Dr. Joseph M. Stowell, 
Wheaton College Trustee, President 

of Cornerstone University
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on Paths Less Traveled

Two best friends are among the few called  
to presidencies at Christian institutions of higher education 

Dr. Duane Litfin is without a doubt my best friend. I will be forever grateful that, 
in the providence of God, our journeys merged early on. For years Duane’s friendship has 
been a treasured source of timely encouragement, shared wisdom, mind-probing  
and provocative interactions, and lots of fun. 
    Many years ago, while browsing through an antique store with our wives in 
Marshall, Michigan, Duane and I spotted two bronze statues, the kind of  
small statues that you might see in a library. We decided to buy them, naming one 
of them David and the other Jonathan. We exchange them each Christmas as an 
expression of the delightful bond that our friendship provides.

[on Paths Less Traveled]
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a lot more interesting if I weren’t aware that breaking the  
treaty would threaten to tank my reputation as well.

Our journeys took us in divergent directions after seminary. 
I was off to the pastorate and Duane was accelerating his academic 
pursuits with dual Ph.D.s from Purdue and Oxford. While at 
Purdue, Duane pastored a rural church not far from my first 
assignment. When both Sherri’s life and the life of their newborn 
were hanging in the balance, Martie spent many days supporting 
them through the crisis. 

Upon completing his work at Purdue, Oxford was next, which 
meant that for years our friendship would be long distance at best. 
Duane then returned to Dallas Seminary to teach, after which 
he accepted the position of senior pastor at First Evangelical 
Church in Memphis. But regardless of the distance, our friendship 
remained deep and intact. Though we often didn’t see each other 
for long periods of time, when we would get together, we always 
picked up right where we had left off. 

After several years of pastoral ministry, I was tapped to go 
to Moody Bible Institute in Chicago to serve as their seventh 
president. He and I often reflected with amusement that the 
trajectories of our lives had crisscrossed, as he was now a pastor, 
and I was serving in the academy. But that was soon to change.

In 1993 Wheaton College invited him to come to serve as  
their seventh president. Ending up at Moody and Wheaton 
seemed to both of us like a long way from Madera Street—and 
selling women’s and children’s shoes for that matter.

We met at Dallas Theological Seminary. Our wives, Martie and 
Sherri, hit it off immediately; soon our time spent together as 
couples blossomed into a relationship that brought the benefit of 
mutual support and much-needed comic relief as we navigated  
life as newlyweds in the stressful environment of grad school, jobs, 
and existence in the foreign land of Texas. We rented opposite sides 
of the same duplex in a rather marginal neighborhood of Dallas. 
The paper-thin walls and ever-expanding cracks afforded little 
privacy and betrayed a lot of confidences. To this day we laugh 
about the things we heard each other say—or yell. And the urban 
myths that have morphed into perceived reality over the years  
are a hallmark of our “Do you remember when . . . ?” reflections of 
life on Madera Street. 

Duane and I worked our way through DTS selling shoes in  
the Sears women’s and children’s shoe departments. One busy 
afternoon, with Duane standing next to me at the cash register,  
I said to a customer who was standing there with her child, 
“Too bad you weren’t here yesterday! Duane Litfin was in the 
department signing autographs for the kids. We were mobbed with 
Litfin fans.” To which she replied without missing a beat, “No way! 
I can’t believe we missed the opportunity to meet him!” Little did  
I know that my buddy, on whom I had just bestowed rock-star 
status, would someday garner national acclaim as president of 
Wheaton College.

By the time we were done at Dallas, we knew so much about 
each other that we signed a mutual non-destruct treaty that  
is still in effect. In fact these musings about our friendship could be 

far left: Dr. Litfin’s early passion was 
admittedly not as much for academics as 
for books. He often read up to a book a 
day, occasionally, he says, at the expense 
of his studies. Through the rest of his 
education, however, he continued to read 
voraciously, and to couple that love with a 
fascination for rhetoric and a keen 
aptitude for delineating scriptural 
principles. He is pictured here when he 
was an associate professor at Dallas 
Theological Seminary.

left: Duane Litfin and Joe Stowell have 
been close friends since their days 
together as students at Dallas Theological 
Seminary.

Courtesy of Cornerstone university

Courtesy of Dallas theologiCal seminary
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the fact that I could at least beat him at golf. But that would  
be short-lived once he determined that he would learn the game no 
matter what the cost. He now trumps me on every important front. 

No task is too daunting and no cause is too risky if it really 
matters. He is tenacious when it comes to the important things 
(things far more important than golf ), and yet he has the capacity  
to know when not to try to climb mountains that in the long run 
make no difference. He has high intellectual capacity and deep 
pastoral instincts. His head is clear and his heart is soft. He is an 
attractive and unusual combination of grit and grace. 

His legacy at Wheaton will be large. Yet more than the significant 
campus expansion, his effective guardianship of the essentials, 
and his passion to move the school forward as a leader among 
academic peers, Dr. Duane Litfin’s legacy will be his life. He will 
be remembered as a godly leader whose character proved to be 
inimitable and unwavering, and whose heart for the students and  
the impact of a true liberal arts education, contagious. He has been 
the right man for this season in Wheaton’s history.

 I am proud to call him my friend.

Dr. Joseph M. Stowell is a Wheaton College trustee and president of Cornerstone University in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. The author of numerous books including The Trouble with Jesus and Following Christ, 

he also leads a Web ministry, Strength for the Journey. An internationally recognized conference 

speaker, Dr. Stowell serves on the board of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Before assuming  

the presidency at Cornerstone, he served as president of Moody Bible Institute for 18 years, and as a 

teaching pastor at Harvest Bible Chapel for three years. 

Our years together in Chicago were rich, as we now had much 
in common. Dinners together as couples seemed like a replay of 
evenings in Dallas, except that the bill was a little heftier than the 
$.99 cents for all-you-could-eat at Luby’s Cafeteria. Praying for each 
other through challenging times, and advising each other when it 
seemed like our tasks demanded Solomonic wisdom, led to a deeper 
bond that was only threatened when competition on the golf course 
became intense.

After nearly 18 years at Moody, I stepped aside, which as he 
bemoaned, left him feeling somewhat alone. Now five years later, he 
is stepping out of the Wheaton role, and I am back in the student 
world, which all goes to prove that life can be a very interesting and 
serendipitous adventure.

I guess it would be safe to say that next to his wife, children, and 
mother, I may know the real Duane Litfin better than most  
people. What I am glad to report is that he is the real deal. What  
you see with Duane is what you get. And what you get are a lot of 
really good qualities. 

Duane is brilliant! I’m trying to remember if I have ever won a 
debate with him over any issue. I’ll let you know if I ever think of one. 

He is disciplined and determined. When he came to Wheaton, 
he realized that an important part of his job would be to build 
relationships with key constituents, and that playing golf with them 
was all a part of the package. To put it kindly, golf was not among 
Duane’s strong suits. In fact since he was better looking than I,  
and could out-preach me as well, I always took great comfort in  

Dr. Litfin and his 
wife, Sherri, have 
three married 
children and nine 
grandchildren.  
He notes that  
his wife and children  
have always been 
supportive of his 
leadership roles; the 
decisions he made  
in his professional life 
were made in concert 
with each member  
of the family. 

De Jong PhotograPhy, inC.

[on Paths Less Traveled]
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                   President Litfin guided the College in 2002 in 
                adopting the Community Covenant, helping to 
            articulate the biblical convictions to which Wheaton, as a  
        body, aspires. Through this process, he was also able to 
collaborate with administration to further clarify the College’s 
mission and identity. His most recent book, Conceiving the Christian 
College (Eerdman’s, 2004), takes this clarification of mission and 
explores the purpose of Christian colleges and universities and the 
monumental importance of the centrality of Jesus Christ.

Sherri Litfin has been not only a 
tremendous support as the wife of 
Wheaton’s president, but also  
an integral part of engaging in the 
ministry of Wheaton. As the 
president’s wife, she is the honorary 
president of and active in the 
Wheaton College Women’s Club, an 
organization that has been serving 
and praying for the College and  
its students since 1929. Mrs. Litfin’s 
giftedness in interior design has 
been tapped to decorate several 
campus meeting rooms and 
facilities. She is the confidant to 
the president, a hostess for college 
events, an intercessor, and a  
friend to many.

President Litfin served as a staunch proponent of 
the school’s founding principles and its historic evangelical 
commitment,” says Trustee Emeritus Gunther “Bud”  
Knoedler ’51. “He successfully promoted a high standard of 
excellence in Christian liberal arts education. The College’s 
theological integrity, effective integration of faith and  
learning, and spiritual vitality have been greatly enhanced  
during his tenure. Wheaton stands stronger today, in  
every way, because of Duane Litfin’s leadership.”

Dr. A. Duane Litfin was inaugurated in 1993 as Wheaton's 
seventh president—marking a convergence of his scholarly 
yearnings, pastor’s heart, and teacher’s  
cogency. His 17-year tenure at  
Wheaton has seen the strengthening  
of the College’s high-caliber  
faculty, facilities and resources,  
and scholarships for students.  

“
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For 28 years Wheaton College’s physical 
growth and academic achievement came 
under the presidencies of Hudson T.  
Armerding ’41, right (1965-1982), and  
J. Richard Chase, center (1982-1993),  
which strengthened the foundation upon 
which the Litfin years were built. Here  
they congregate for the inauguration of 
President Litfin.

Q&A
Favorite spot on campus? 
The dining commons, full of students.

Favorite Chapel memory?  
President Emeritus Hudson Armerding in his late eighties, 
receiving a standing ovation from the student body.

Favorite book? 
Other than Scripture, C. S. Lewis is about the only author I 
re-read over and over, and among his works, The Great Divorce 
stands out. It captures some ideas for me that I find profoundly 
significant for understanding what’s going on in the world 
around me.

Vivid childhood memory? 
Building forts in the woods behind our home, climbing to the 
tops of the tallest trees.

Favorite food?  
Barbeque

Favorite Stupe (Sam’s) ice cream flavor?  
Chocolate, wherever the location.

What will I miss most about being Wheaton’s 
president?  
The students; and the team of people I am privileged to work 
with every day.

What was the best advice I received about 
being a college president?  
“Get ready, because this is how it works: You start out running as 
fast as you can, and then you gradually increase your pace.”

Person who influenced me the most  
and why?  

After my parents and my wife, Haddon 
Robinson, who was my professor, then 
mentor, then colleague, and always my 
friend. He shaped the entire direction of 
my adult life.

Although Dr. Litfin retires this summer, he will remain active  
in the life of the College. He will be available to the College for  
the next couple of years in the role of president emeritus.  
He also looks forward to more opportunities for writing, teaching, 
preaching, and speaking. He and Mrs. Litfin plan to stay in the 
Wheaton area, close to their children and grandchildren.

[on Paths Less Traveled]
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Dr. Litfin has more than a casual acquaintance with this 
text of Scripture, as it was at the heart of his doctoral 
studies at the University of Oxford. In fact, Cambridge 
University Press published his monograph just after he 
arrived at Wheaton. In his scholarly investigation titled 
“St. Paul’s Theology of Proclamation: 1 Corinthians 
1-4 and Greco-Roman Rhetoric” (1994), Dr. Litfin 
encourages a faithful, humble preaching of the gospel. 
 
Especially noteworthy is his careful analysis of the phrase 
“the foolishness of what was preached.” He concludes that 
what the unbelieving world deemed “foolish” was both “the 
cross” and “the proclamation of the cross”:  
 

God’s determination to accomplish his salvation 
through the exquisite foolishness of the kērygma 
[what is preached] takes the world by surprise. Men  
are not looking for the truth in this form: a crucified 
Jesus simply placarded before them, to be either received 
or rejected. The knowledge of God and of salvation is 
ostensibly what they seek (cf. 1:21), but they look  
for it elsewhere, along much more splendid avenues,  
and they expect it to take appropriately more  
convincing contours. . . . “But we” (1:23), says Paul  
in sharp contrast, unresponsive to such demands  
for what the world finds convincing, simply herald 
(keryssō) Christ crucified. (pp. 199-200)
 

Such attention given to the opening chapters of  
1 Corinthians seems only fitting, given the College’s 
mission to develop whole students who will build 
Christ’s Kingdom worldwide.  
 
Truly, Wheaton College has been the beneficiary of 
the leadership of one who has been willing to embrace 
the Word of God confidently and to herald the truth 
courageously.   

by Dr. Stephen B. Kellough ’70, Chaplain

A Favorite Verse
1 Corinthians 1:21

When President Litfin was asked to identify a verse  
of Scripture that would be considered a favorite, I 
found it difficult to imagine his being able to select just 
one. Over the last 17 years, I have listened to his many 
thoughtful expositions of biblical passages in Chapel, 
and in sermons on other occasions. Recognizing his deep 
respect for all of Scripture, I could never imagine his 
choosing one verse over another or liking a theme more 
than another.
 
When he identified his favorite verse as 1 Corinthians 
1:21, his choice made sense to me. Yes, this would be a 
favorite. In a single text, the Apostle affirms the wisdom 
of God, the message of the cross, the proclamation of 
the gospel, and the importance of faith. 

President Litfin’s favorite verse sheds light on the 
heart of his work at Wheaton.

“For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom  
did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of 
what was preached to save those who believe.” 
1 Corinthians 1:21 NIV
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PhotograPhy: John Walton

Recent graduates may well remember 
Dr. Litfin’s announcement in 2000 that 
the College mascot would be changed 
from the “Crusaders” to the “Thunder.”

Dr. Litfin has spearheaded two multimillion-dollar capital
campaigns—the New Century Challenge and currently the 
Promise of Wheaton.

The results include increased scholarship funding and growth 
of the endowment; the addition of two new doctoral degrees 
to the academic program; the College’s new Beamer student 
center, sports and recreation facility, and Wade Center; 
expansion of the physical plant; unifying the campus with 
the Chase Commons walkway; and the revamping of 
numerous dormitories and academic buildings, including 
Edman Chapel, Adams Hall, and the Memorial Student 
Center. A new state-of-the-art science education facility 
is slated for completion in time for the fall 2010 semester.

Ultimately, Dr. Litfin’s chief investment as president—and 
where he found his greatest delight—has been interacting 
with Wheaton students. 

[on Paths Less Traveled]
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A Living Laboratory

75Wheaton’s science station in the Black hills of south Dakota turns 75

by Jennifer Grant ’89

celeBrating 75 Years, 1935-2010 

 How and when 
 did Wheaton    
 students begin 
“ heading 
 for the hills”? 

1924
A year before his death, 
Wheaton College 
president Charles 
Blanchard hires Dr. L. 
Allen Higley hon as the 
new chair of the chemistry 
department. He tasks 
him with establishing a 
western campus for the 
College for advanced 
geology instruction. 1929

Professor of Biology 
Dr. John W. Leedy hon, 
is advised by a doctor 
to spend a summer 
recovering from an illness 
in an area of higher 
elevation. He travels to a 
Black Hills resort near the 
home of his cousin. 

1932
Dr. John L. Leedy and his 
father (John W.) decide 
to take a trip. Uncertain 
as to whether they 
should go east to New 
Hampshire or west to the 
Black Hills, they resorted 
to the flip of a coin to 
decide their choice. West 
it was. On that trip they 
find a splendid mountain 
location, which they 
recommend to Dr. Higley. 

1934
Dr. Higley visits the  
Black Hills with a group  
of students to survey  
the area for a  
permanent camp.
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Seemingly there is no end to the ecosystems  

poised for examination at Wheaton’s campus 

near rapid city, south dakota. 

Here, at the Wheaton College Science Station and its surrounding 
area, students study the web of life in deserts, high plains, coniferous 
and boreal forests, wetlands, bogs, and streams. “It’s all there from  
a biologic level,” says Wheaton alumnus Dr. Chris Keil ’88. Listing  
the wildlife present, he names a dozen animals without pausing,  
“. . . mountain lions, predatory birds, turkeys, rabbits—and then 
there’s the insect level.” 

But, Chris adds, a summer term at the science station does more 
than provide unique opportunities to study biology and geology 
for students: it gives them a rare chance to live closely in Christian 
community and develop mentoring relationships with faculty. 
Students can go to the science station for two- to ten-week terms. 
Wheaton’s general education requirement for science can be satisfied 
with eight weeks in the Black Hills. 

“Not only is the campus a perfect science laboratory,” Chris  
says, “but it is a place where students can learn how to resolve  
conflict in a healthy way and delve into their faith. Students observe 
the way their professors parent and maintain healthy marriages.   

 
We have daily devotions, eat together, play volleyball, and go on 
walks with the students.”  

Chris first went to the science station after his freshman year at 
Wheaton. Like many others who speak about their experience there, 
he says it was “the best summer of my life.” After graduation, he 
attended University of Chicago’s school of public health, finishing 
with a doctorate in environmental science. Shortly thereafter, he began 
teaching at Bowling Green University, where he has taught since 
1994. In 1996 he began teaching at Wheaton’s Science Station during 
the summer. He has only “missed” two summers since then and now 
rotates in as station director. Chris brings his wife Maureen, a nurse 
and educator, and his two children for every stay at the campus. 

Both as a student and a professor, he says he has always thrived on 
the kind of hands-on, experimental learning that is afforded at the 
science station. Professors at the science station have used this kind of 
discovery-based teaching throughout its history. Students go out and 
make observations by engaging in activities such as collecting plants, 
observing wildlife, and taking water samples.

“Then we go back and do the ‘sense-making’ portion of the day,” 
he said. “There’s some didactic content, but discovery-based learning 
is the best way to learn. And the science station is the best place I’ve 
found to do it.”

1935
The first Wheaton College 
Black Hills science 
program of classes is 
held at YWCA camp near 
Hisega, South Dakota.

1947-48
Wheaton College 
purchases 18 acres of 
land on the Triangle T 
Ranch near Hisega and 
builds two faculty cabins, 
a laboratory, and two 
dormitories. The summer 
science program is held 
at the new campus for the 
first time in 1948. 

1960s-70s
The eight-week program 
serves growing numbers 
(from 40 to 70) of science 
majors and general 
education students each 
summer. Students dig a 
swimming pool, and a new 
dining hall and laboratory 
are built. Between 1949 
and 1981 additional land 
is purchased, and the 
campus expands to more 
than 49 acres.

1980s-90s
Attendance dips mid-
decade due to fewer 
geology majors in the ’80s, 
then swells again in the 
’90s. The old field biology 
laboratory is replaced  
by a two-story lab. A peak 
north of the property is  
officially designated 
“Mount Wheaton” by the 
U.S. Geological Survey  
in 1997.

2010
The Wheaton College 
Science Station in the 
Black Hills celebrates its 
75th anniversary.

from the rose quartz and 
mica mines in the south, 
to the famous homestake 
gold Mine in the north, 
the Black hills are a 
treasure chest of wealth. 
the station is located on 
a pre-cambrian schist. 
Between there and rapid 
city, we find exposures of 
13 formations ranging as 
far back as the cretaceous 
period. every important 
mineral on earth except 
two, the green emerald 
and the diamond, are 
found in the Black hills.” 
DR. STePHeN MOSHieR, 
PROfeSSOR Of GeOLOGY

“
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dear dad,I’m not usually at a loss for words. Words are among my most treasured legacies from you. 
But, this is different. Yours is a life that leaves me struggling for words. We celebrate that 
you not only were, but you are. But we also mourn because we aren’t there with you, and 
we have to go on memories—so many that it is hard to fit them into words.

I knew you as Dr. Armerding, president of Wheaton College—as leader, pastor, teacher, 
speaker, mentor—but not the way everyone else did. I also knew you as a father stuck with 
a son who may now look a lot like you, especially in one of your favorite hats, but must have 
seemed so very strange. 

It wasn’t just that we liked different books, music, and recreation. I went into the Army 
instead of the Navy. Unless you were on a Texas ranch, you were never really comfortable 
if you weren’t in a suit and tie. I’ve never been really comfortable in a suit and tie—but I’m 
wearing them for you today.

But none of those differences got in the way of teaching us all that it is not so much about 
what you do, but about how to be. That character is more important than career. That 
imposing discipline on others is worthless without self-discipline. That no word is fitly 
spoken if it cannot be trusted. That the only really effective way to lead is by example. That 
success is not a matter of good fortune, but rigorous preparation.

So you made rigorous preparations for this day, and because of that, you are more alive 
now than you have ever been. Ever so much more than in the last couple of years when an 
earthly body and mind that weren’t meant to last anyway became an increasing burden. 
When a mind that could speak extemporaneously on any topic or Scripture passage 

At the threshold of His glory

Wheaton’s fifth president,  
Dr. Hudson T. Armerding ’41, entered the presence of 

the Lord he served so faithfully and for so long  
on December 1, 2009, 

at 91 years of age. 

 
At the  

memorial service  
for President Armerding  

held December 12 
in the sanctuary  

at College Church,  
his son Taylor ’70 

read this letter  
to his dad.

24    S P R I N G   2 0 1 0



At the threshold of His glory

“It is with confidence in a faithful  
 and loving heavenly Father  
 that I commend this principle  
 of  life to you:  Seek by His grace  
 to do all for the glory of God.”   
—President Hudson T. Armerding



clouded over. When the fog of dementia became so thick that it was a struggle to know 
your closest family members.

I’m trying to imagine now what it must have been like when the mist cleared away, when 
the clarity of mind that had been one of your primary earthly gifts returned in a way you 
never imagined. The moment when legs that couldn’t stand any more felt like running, like 
leaping, like dancing. Yeah, Dr. Armerding is learning to dance.

I recall hearing a recording of your final chapel message as Wheaton’s president, when you 
launched into the lyrics of “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” You weren’t singing, but 
your voice began to roll like a melody.

 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He has loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:
His truth is marching on.
Glory! Glory Hallelujah! . . .
Our God is marching on.

 
Then you took a breath and added, “And so, Oh Wheaton, march with Him.” As usual, 
you led by example. You did march with Him. And now your eyes really do see the glory 
of the coming of the Lord.

Glory! Glory Hallelujah!

march with Him
The Christian leader, therefore, should 
carefully examine himself to identify 
those characteristics in his life that may 
interfere with an uncompromising 
devotion to the Lord Jesus. Then he 
should be ready to learn from the 
circumstances through which the Lord 
might put him. Thereafter, he should 
continue to grow in perception and in 
understanding so that, as he comes to the 
close of life, he may be able out of the 
richness and fullness of experience and 
conviction to say to others as Peter did  
in the last verse of his second epistle: 
‘Grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.’”  
from Dr. Armerding’s book, Leadership 
(Tyndale House Publishers, 1978)

 
 
 
 

Editor’s note:  Read more about the life  
of Dr. Armerding on page 48 and at 
www.wheaton.edu/armerding/index.html

“

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

—
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OTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
CAMPAIGN REPORT SPR ING 2010

the Promise goa l — 84% fulfilled

A new science center, faculty-to-
student mentoring, a renovated arts 
building, evangelism, an addition 
for Edman Chapel, endowed 
scholarships—these are just a few 
of the ambitious initiatives set out 
by the unprecedented $260-million 
Promise of Wheaton campaign. 

$219,481,618 given to date*

54% of undergraduate alumni have given

$129,600,000 given by alumni

80 households have given  
$500,000 or more, 

totaling 62% of gifts and pledges

140 new endowed scholarships

$27,900,000 given by  
businesses, foundations, organizations

*as of February 28, 2010
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news

You Hold the Promise
This spring’s National Promise Events continue to bring alumni and friends  

together across the country to build and renew friendships, to celebrate the Lord’s 

faithfulness, and to learn more about the Promise of Wheaton campaign, now  

at about 84 percent of goal. The final dinner will be held this fall in Chicago, but  

you can learn more about other events at: www.PromiseEvents.com.

In the past months, two meaningful gifts have served as reminders of the impact 

and loyalty of Wheaton’s faculty and staff: 

Jean Rumbaugh ’49, who served on staff at Wheaton for 35 years, recently gave  

a gift to the College through her estate. Jean served for many years as director  

of placement, and also worked as an administrative secretary and as assistant to  

the registrar. She received the Distinguished Service to Alma Mater award  

in 1989. “Jean gave her life to the Lord and served Him well at Wheaton,” says 

friend and former dean of the graduate school, Dr. Will Norton, Sr. ’36. 

•

• A $1.5 million gift, given toward the new science center by an alumnus and his  

wife, honors mathematics professor Dr. Terry Perciante and wrestling coach Pete 

Willson. This gift is a thank-you to both men: to Dr. Perciante for his scholarship and 

faith, and especially for the enthusiasm and humility he models daily in the 

classroom; and also to Coach Pete Willson for his role in discipling and developing 

students outside the classroom. 

Sustainability” Prompts Publisher to Join the  
Legacy of the Promise
“Sustainability is a big word these days, and has been applied to the economy, 

the environment, and education. The word can also be applied to a fourth “e”—

evangelism,” says Paul Nyberg ’58, who grew up on a farm in Minnesota, and came 

to Wheaton fresh from the Army. 

He explains, “Wheaton College has had such an impact on worldwide evangelism 

and maintaining evangelical leadership in all areas—from business and education, 

to government, and most importantly, parenting. God will continue to sustain the 

mission, For Christ and His Kingdom.” 

After graduation, Paul was recruited by Christian Service Brigade to start a magazine 

for boys, titled Venture. Thus began a career in magazine publishing that landed 

him in Silicon Valley, where he has been rooted for the last 35 years. For 17 years, 

he has owned and published 

a local weekly community 

newspaper that he purchased 

from the Chicago Tribune, and 

today he spends 70 percent of 

his time supporting faith-based 

nonprofits.

About his Wheaton education, 

Paul says, “Perhaps the most important result of four years at Wheaton was the 

lifetime connections to alums who went on to professional lives changing the world.”

Paul and his wife, Elizabeth, recently made a substantial provision through their 

estate plan for Wheaton. For a long time, planned gifts such as this and those 

that provide income during life have been instrumental to an affordable Wheaton 

experience. The Legacy of The Promise campaign seeks to encourage 150 of these 

gifts during the final 18 months of the campaign.

Paul says, “The College has stayed true to its mission for 150 years, and part of its 

stability has been its financial base. We are glad to be a small part of that backing.”

•

“

gift/pledge* initiative                  campaign goal

$  48.6M The Sciences / New Science Center $84.0M

$  13.3M The Arts / Adams Hall and Edman $24.0M

$  13.5M The Library / Hastert Center $14.0M

$  2.8M Faculty-to-Student Mentoring $18.0M

$  0.3M Beyond-the-Classroom Learning $3.0M

$  1.1M Evangelism $2.0M

$  24.2M Endowed Scholarships $30.0M

$  26.2M The Wheaton Fund $27.0M

$  49.9M Planned Giving  $40.0M

$  39.6M Other purposes $18.0M

$  219.5M The Promise of Wheaton campaign* $260.0M

shape the  
whole 
student  
for Christ

keep 
Wheaton  
affordable

campaign 
total

provide  
excellent  
academic 
experience

giving summary 

*Total recieved as of 2.28.10 includes $4.1M in undesignated funds.

news



Wheaton is where we grew and our lives were changed,” says Cassie 
King Eng ’04. 

She applied to Wheaton to please her parents, then went to Cornell, 
but transferred to Wheaton in her sophomore year. “I was impressed 
by the caliber of the professors, and with the way they invest in 
students’ lives.” Her communications major helped her start an 
educational cooperative after graduation, where she poured her 
talents into six under-resourced, high school students. 

She and her husband, Toby ’01, just welcomed their first child, Stella, 
and today the couple share a vision of stewardship that encompasses 
time, talent, and money. In 2007, the Engs began opening their home 
to young girls through Lydia Home’s Safe Families Program. They are 
now legal guardians for three girls—ages 19, 11, and 6 years old. 

As Wheaton Associates, both want to give back to Wheaton.  
A financial advisor, Toby says, “I firmly believe God called me to the 
business world, but when I give to the Promise Campaign, I feel like 
I’m helping spread the gospel exponentially through the lives of these 
students—whether they wind up as Christ’s representatives in ministry 
or in the secular world like me.”

“

Why? Growth. 

A Swinging Senior Class Gift
In 1876, the senior class gave enough trees to form the shape of the numbers “76”  

on Blanchard front lawn. In 1941, the senior class provided fluorescent lighting  

for the biology lab. The senior class of 1960 contributed toward Centennial Fountain  

in the quad. 

Following in the footsteps of more than 130 years of graduating seniors, the senior 

class of 2010 recently voted on their gift to the College—the Foucault pendulum that 

will be part of the museum exhibit in the new science center. 

“We wanted to do something to contribute to the new science building, and we  

felt that the pendulum would be a timeless attraction for the campus,” says senior 

class president, Natalie Vegel ’10. 

A dramatic demonstration of the earth’s rotation about its own axis, the pendulum 

exhibit will include an LED tracking system to illustrate the path it follows over the 

course of a day, and a flat screen monitor to tell this story and more.  

Natalie expects that matching gifts will help create excitement and motivate students 

to give. When 50 percent of the class makes a donation, the Alumni Association has 

pledged to add $1,000 to the gift. When 65 percent of the class donates, an anonymous 

donor has pledged to give $10,000. And the Medical Sciences Project has set the bar 

even higher, pledging to partner with the class to provide yet another gift.

Dr. John Isch, chair of the Medical Sciences Project, explains, “The College has done 

a fine job encouraging senior class participation through matching gifts, and I’m 

delighted that the 

Medical Sciences 

Project can be a  

part. When the senior 

class reaches the 

goal of 75 percent 

participation, we  

will provide the 

additional funding 

for them to dedicate 

a space in the new 

science building.”

Integrated with the geology 

exhibit below, and a mural  

of a nebula above, the 

pendulum will be one piece 

of the new science building’s 

multi-story museum.

you hold The Promise 
OTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON

To learn more, contact:  
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise  
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving



The Science Center

A Fresh Take on Mentoring

Can men and women really be 
friends? Five Wheaton students 
get the opportunity to explore this 
timeless question—and more.

One of the first professors to embark on 

Wheaton’s new mentoring initiative, Dr. 

Emily Langan ’94, assistant professor of 

communications, handpicked five students in 

the fall of 2008 for a semester-long project 

intended to grow and stretch them academically, 

spiritually, and personally.

“I started out by letting them know that to 

whom much is given, much will be required,” 

she says. Having just completed a large-scale 

study of relationships at Wheaton, Dr. Langan 

planned to give these students the opportunity 

to partner with her to compile the results of this 

study. “My research focuses on interpersonal 

communication, and the study was intended to 

examine and document the culture of friendship 

at Wheaton,” she explains. 

Over the course of the semester, the students 

learned everything from research methods to 

writing for publication. Working as a team, 

for example, they developed coding schemes 

in order to quantify the student responses to 

the questionnaire, and they also completed a 

conference-caliber paper for presentation.

But more than that, Dr. Langan and her students 

wrestled with the everyday application of faith  

Dr. Emily Langan ’94, at center, applauds the 

mentoring initiative for the unique opportunities 

it affords for students and professors to  

develop structured relationships.

Construction Zone
Wheaton’s state-of-the-art science center is on schedule to welcome 
its first students in the fall semester. To learn more about the project, 
view videos, and look at architectural renderings, visit wheaton.edu/
promise/init-sciencesfac.php.

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E A T O N
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As we look back, we realize that many of our formative decisions—
ones that have charted the years since—were made at Wheaton,” 
says Dr. Jeffrey Haag ’75, a neuro-ophthalmologist and surgeon with 
the Wheaton Eye Clinic.

“Wheaton gave me the unique opportunity to study science as God’s 
creation, and challenged me to think about how my interest in science 
could be used to serve Christ,” says Jeff, who met and married 
Cynthie Hall Haag ’75 while they were still students. 

When the couple house-sat for Dr. Richard ’59 and Marjorie Nystrom 
Gieser ’59, Jeff was able to peruse books that sparked his interest 
in ophthalmology, and it also began a friendship that continues today. 
“They became great mentors and role models for us,” says Cynthie, 
who notes they also introduced the couple to medical missions. 

Cynthie and Jeff have traveled internationally on medical missions 
trips. Visiting orphanages abroad moved them to adopt a son from 
Ukraine into their family of three girls, including Emily Haag Wencel ’02. 

Wheaton Associates, Jeff and Cynthie have witnessed firsthand the 
impact Wheaton alumni have on the surrounding community and 
the world. “It’s a strategic place,” says Cynthie. “Wheaton’s strong 
heritage makes us feel confident that we are making a lasting 
investment for Christ and His kingdom.”

“

Why? Formation. 

to their lives as Christ’s disciples, and  

with the connections between their 

relationships and their spiritual journeys. 

They were required to journal or blog 

about their progress, as well as about their 

assigned reading. To foster spiritual  

growth, the group also read and discussed 

several books, including The Life You’ve 

Always Wanted, and Love the Lord with 

All of Your Mind. Meeting both collectively 

and one-on-one, Dr. Langan and her 

students talked about the practicalities 

of living the life of faith, the implications 

for friendship, and the call to “bear one 

another’s burdens.”

Not only did the group meet their academic 

goals, they also learned a great deal about 

friendship. Did you know, for instance, that 

while 88 percent of the Wheaton College 

community believes that men and women 

can be friends, only 53 percent think they 

can be best friends? Or that most students 

report that their closest friendships on 

campus originated through residence life or 

at HoneyRock? 

But more than that, several of Dr. Langan’s 

students reported that the class was among 

the most influential of their entire Wheaton 

experience. One student, for example, 

recognized how a negative comment from a 

close friend regarding her intellect had been 

holding her back academically. 

This student’s final journal entry read,  

“I feel that through this class, the power of 

that statement has been broken. I credit  

this change foremost to Christ, but I think  

this class and your encouragement have 

helped. It feels incredible to be free from 

something that stifled my belief in my 

academic ability.”  

Understandably energized, Dr. Langan looks 

forward to beginning her next mentoring 

project in 2011. 

you hold The Promise 
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Dear President Litfin,
It is difficult to believe you are retiring already. It seems like we were just getting used 

to you sitting in that President’s chair or welcoming another new class at Orientation 

or donning a T-shirt to kick off Homecoming weekend or adeptly answering students’ 

questions at “Town Hall” meetings. Though much has happened since you arrived at 

Wheaton, these past 17 years seem to have gone by quickly. 

We alumni tend to identify our Wheaton years with our presidents, and our appreciation 

and respect for them grows as we grow older. My graduating class marked the end of the 

term of Dr. Hudson Armerding ’41 (1965-1982), whose leadership meant so much to me 

personally, and whose memorial service I was privileged to attend this past December.  

I was grateful to hear you give testimony of your own fondness for Dr. Armerding, whose 

service to Wheaton you succinctly captured in the poem you shared:

I slept and dreamt that life is joy, 

I woke and learned that life is duty, 

I did my duty and discovered joy.

Thank you for fulfilling your duty well, Dr. Litfin, as you faithfully served Wheaton College 

and the more than 10,000 students who graduated under your watch. I hope that you will 

discover much joy as you reflect on your time at the helm. 

And now it is time for a new president and a new era at Wheaton. Dr. Philip Ryken ’88  

will inherit 150 years of faithful service by seven presidents, on whose shoulders he stands, 

and on whose legacy he builds. We alumni will be praying for our new president, and  

for you, too, as you continue to faithfully serve Christ and His kingdom.

Tim Stoner ’82 

President, Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors

Tim Stoner ’82 
President,  
Wheaton College Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Alumni Relations
Vice President for 

Advancement and 

Alumni Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni 

Relations

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Alumni Association
President

Timothy A. Stoner ’82 

President-Elect

Christopher A. Jahns ’82 

Past President

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni Trustee 

Representatives

Timothy A. Stoner ’82 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82 
Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Board of Directors 

Serving through 2010

Douglas Ambler ’90 
Mer Crow ’57 
Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 
Patty Klepack Mann ’82 
Norman Mindrebo ’80 
Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 
David Patterson ’53 
Lauren Pfister ’08 

Board of Directors 

Serving through 2011

Joel Ayee ’09 
Tobias Eng ’01 
Jane Hatfield Erickson ’78 
Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74 
Mary Ashley Miller ’69 
Adam Phillips ’96 

Board of Directors 

Serving through 2012

John Allison ’63 
Lori Bachman ’78 
Priscilla Mixter Gault ’66 
Kurt Tillman ’78 
Jeannie Wang ’97 
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We became a Wheaton family,” says Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74. 

Her sisters, Lesley ’73 and Pamela ’76, also attended Wheaton, 
in addition to her son, Edward ’09. Five of Gretchen’s nieces and 
nephews are graduates as well. 

A biology major, Gretchen studied at Wheaton’s Science Station in the 
Black Hills. “It was a fabulous summer. Some of my closest friends 
are still from that group,” she says, noting that Wheaton equipped her 
for more than her career in nursing. 

“My Wheaton experience prepared me to live out my faith in all the 
places God brought me through the years—from becoming a wife and 
mother, to participation and leadership positions in my community, 
church, and the schools my sons attended.”

The mother of three boys, and wife of Pat McCaskey (author of Bear 
With Me, A Family History of George Halas and the Chicago Bears), 
Gretchen’s life today may be all about Bears football, but she also 
serves on Wheaton’s Alumni Board. 

Seeing the College through her son’s eyes has renewed her 
appreciation for Wheaton’s “excellent academics infused with biblical 
truth and Christian values.” She adds, “Wheaton’s been a great place 
for Edward. The boys on his baseball team have become a core group 
of best friends.”

“

Why? Connections. 
we10 is a ten-year program for alumni  
in residence (most sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors) and recent graduates  
from one to seven years after graduation 
(currently the classes of ’03–’09). 

Want to learn more about we10?  
Visit us at we10.org.

Q and A with 
Esther Lee ’06
What are your favorite Wheaton 
memories?

Late night study breaks, brother- and sister-
floor dorm raids, professors who cared and 
wanted to have lunch with students, the 
highest-rated college cafeteria food  
in the country (!), living in an apartment with 
three MKs who taught me the meaning of 
frugality, and, of course, the revision of the 
College dance policy during my freshman 
year!

What is the most important thing you learned at Wheaton?

I learned that all kinds of work can be a calling from God. I grew up with a dualistic view  
of vocation (the belief that some vocations are “spiritual” while others are “secular”). 

How did your Wheaton experience shape you for life  
after graduation?

Wheaton’s career services department helped me land my first job. The Wheaton community 
stretched my cultural, political, and theological comfort zones, which to this day allows 
me to connect with and even befriend those who hold different views from mine. Wheaton 
professors, Chapel speakers, mentors, and friends helped strengthen my faith.

What are some of the strengths you’ve found in Wheaton 
connections and relationships?

It’s always interesting to hear what paths alumni have taken with their lives. The Wheaton 
alumni network is particularly unique in that its benefits range from social to vocational  
to spiritual. The strength of such a network is comparable to, if not stronger than, that of any 
other top-tier college or university and shouldn’t be taken for granted.
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Hearts for Haiti
The fledgling faith of their children leads a local alumni couple to raise almost 
$11,000 to help the people of Haiti after the January 12 earthquake. 

Dad, am I born again?” five-year-old Caleb asked his dad, Chris Fritz ’91, one night after praying that Jesus 
would forgive his sins and help him and his twin sister, Zoë, follow Him. The family celebrated the next 
morning with candles on their English muffins, and talked about the little flames inside their hearts.

The earthquake in Haiti happened the next day. Bundling her three children into her minivan after school, 
Aimee Paulson Fritz ’94 struggled not to cry as she listened to the news reports. In 2007 Chris had traveled 
to Haiti with an organization called Haiti Partners. There he stayed with the Auguste family in Dabon, near 
Port au Prince. The Fritzes later learned the Augustes were unharmed, but had lost everything. Later that 
night, Aimee and the children prayed, “Lord, show us how the Fritz family can help Haiti.” 

Out of the children’s earnest desire to help the “babies without mommies” and the “babies sleeping in the 
dirt,” they planned a Valentine craft and bake sale. 

Thanks to Facebook and the generosity of family and neighbors, orders poured in. For three weeks, Aimee 
says, “There was a light dusting of flour and glitter over the whole first floor, three KitchenAids on the table, 
and a dryer lint trap full of sequins.” The Fritz family fulfilled their orders, baking 20 dozen peanut butter 
cookies, 18 dozen snickerdoodles, 25 dozen frosted Valentine cookies, 21 loaves of cinnamon bread, and 
making 112 Valentine ornaments. This small sale raised almost $8,000, thanks to generous matching gifts.

But this was only the beginning. Conversations with friends at Haiti Partners, the nonprofit organization 
that started four schools in Haiti, led the couple to ask Caleb and Zoë’s school, Longfellow Elementary in 
Wheaton, to pilot a fundraising effort, collecting enough spare change to rebuild one classroom in Dabon. 
Students at Longfellow raised more than $2,000, enough to rebuild two classrooms. 

Chris and Aimee’s church also held a Valentine craft sale and raised almost $900. Aimee says, “We are 
praying that through this experience, our family’s hearts will be softer to the hurts of others, and that  
our courage will be stronger when the Lord gives us good ideas. We are so humbled that God took the  
little we had to offer and exploded it for all to see.”

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90 “

The Fritz family

ALUMNI association
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THE PERCENTAGE OF ALUMNI WHO HAVE GIVEN BET WEEN 7.1.09 AND 3.8.10 

Will your class rise to the challenge?

Wheaton alumni have given back to their alma mater for almost 150 years. This legacy  
of support has helped the College stay true to its mission, and the Sesquicentennial gives us 
an opportunity to celebrate and recognize this heritage. This chart shows the percentage  
of alumni from each class who have made a gift to Wheaton since July 1, 2009.

“I’m going to participate in the challenge and make a gift to the Wheaton Fund because  
I know how important this is for current Wheaton students. The dollars I give not only provide 
support for student tuition and faculty salaries, but, just as important to me, the money  
will be used to help develop students outside the classroom through many extracurricular 
programs like athletics, music, and ministry.” —Mark Vaughan, Class of 2003

The challenge during this milestone year is for each class to increase its giving percentage 
over last year. There are only a few months left to participate and all gifts made through  
June 30, 2010, will be included. Special recognition will be given to classes who are most 
improved and who have the highest percentage of participation. 

Will you help your class rise to the challenge?

View last year’s percentages at alumni.wheaton.edu/classchallenge 

you hold The Promise 
OTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
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Schedule of Events
Friday, May 7
10 am – 5 pm | Alumni Welcome Center

Evening | Class Reunion Events

8 pm | Festival of Faith Concert

Saturday, May 8, 2010
8 am | Wheaton Associates Breakfast

8:30 am – 2 pm | Alumni Welcome Center

9:30 – 10:30 am | Alumni Symposium: 
Faith and Learning at Wheaton College

11:30 am | Sesquicentennial Luncheon 
Don’t miss this special Sesquicentennial celebration where reunion classes will 
be seated together. We’ll take a walk through Wheaton history, honor the 2010 
Alumnus of the Year for Distinguished Service to Society, and enjoy a greeting from 
President Duane Litfin.

Afternoon | Class Reunion Programs and Photos

Evening | Class Reunion Events

For a complete schedule, visit alumni.wheaton.edu/alumniweekend 
or call the Alumni Relations office at 630-752-5047.

2010 Distinguished Service  
to Society Award
Dr. Wayne “Coach” Gordon ’75

Over the last 35 
years, Wayne Gordon 
has pioneered a 
ministry to the 
urban poor that 
has become an 
influential model 
nationwide. 
Affectionately 

known as “Coach,” he is founding 
pastor of Lawndale Community 
Church, founding president of the 
Lawndale Christian Development 
Corporation, and chairman/president 
of the Christian Community 
Development Association. He and his 
wife, Anne, who live in North Lawndale 
on Chicago’s West Side, were among 
the founders of the Lawndale Christian 
Health Center, a healthcare ministry 
that sees more than 150,000 patients 
per year. For his bold, gospel-centered 
vision, and his tenacious commitment 
to serving the poor, the Wheaton 
College Alumni Association is pleased 
to honor Wayne Gordon with the 2010 
Distinguished Service to Society Award. 

Alumni Weekend
May 7–8, 2010

SAve the DAte! Homecoming, October 1-2, 2010
Classes celebrating reunions: 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005

We welcome the classes of 1935, 1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, & 1980 back to campus for their reunions.
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top: SEND missionaries gathered at a conference in Hurghada, Egypt.  Left to right: Arthur Kraai ’02, Ralph Alexander HON (former Bible professor), Myrna Alexander, 
Ann Ekerholm Baur ’80, Phil Baur ’78, M.A. ’83, J. Howard Botterill ’64, and Joyce Reno Botterill ’64

middle: Four of the old Santa Rosa House roommates have been getting together on an annual basis for the past five years with some of their children. This year they 
met on top of Snowmass Mountain in Colorado, January 17, 2010.  Left to right: Jeff Starkey ’83, Matt Lehman, Todd Starkey, Kristen Starkey, Timarie Chan, Dave 
Lehman ’83, Marcus Chan, Barry Chan ’83, Douglas Colber ’83

bottom: Team Wham Bam Shazam Wheaton Thunder (Vance Felton and Tommy Bell, both Class of 2000 and living in Seattle at that time) competed in the Pole Pedal 
Paddle in Bend, Oregon, last spring. The Pole Pedal Paddle is a multisport race composed of downhill ski, cross country ski, road bike, kayak/canoe, and run. They 
finished 51st out of 900 individuals and teams.

gett ing together Egypt

gett ing together Colorado

gett ing together Oregon
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profile

As a student in Wheaton’s 

Conservatory, Deanna Witkowski ’93 

auditioned for the wind ensemble as a 

classical flautist. When she didn’t get in, 

she decided, like the jazz musician she 

would eventually become, to improvise. 

Since the flute and the saxophone 

require similar fingering techniques, 

Deanna took up the saxophone, and 

with it came a budding interest in jazz. 

Already a classical pianist, she decided 

she needed to study jazz piano. The 

only problem was that Wheaton doesn’t 

have a jazz major. 

“I had started to think that maybe I’d 

have to look at other schools, because 

jazz is what I really wanted to do,” 

Deanna says. “But there was an open-

ness toward what I was doing.”

Dr. Daniel Horn, professor of piano, and 

Conservatory dean emeritus Dr. Harold 

Best supported Deanna’s new interest, 

helping her find a local jazz pianist to 

teach her, and allowing her to count 

those lessons toward class credit.

That flexibility, combined with Deanna’s 

prodigious talent, sowed the seeds for 

her life as a pianist, vocalist, and com-

poser. Now an established artist whose 

credits include performances at the 

Kennedy Center, the Tel Aviv Opera 

House, and Rio de Janeiro’s Espaço Bis, 

she’s been called “one of the best of the 

new generation of jazz pianists” by Jazz 

Journal International. 

In her fourth album, From This Place, 

Deanna merges her own compositions 

with a variety of historic Christian texts. 

As a result, pieces like Fanny Crosby’s 

Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior and poet 

Frances Havergal’s Take My Life and Let 

It Be are presented in new musical set-

tings. The album also includes Dean-

na’s own texts, including songs based 

on Psalm 141 and a reflection on Easter 

morning offered from the perspective of 

Mary Magdalene.

Deanna developed many sacred jazz 

pieces for liturgies while serving at Chi-

cago’s LaSalle Street Church, and later 

as music director of All Angels Church in 

Manhattan. She says people experience 

her music differently, based on their 

musical tastes.

“I’ve had many people come up to me 

after I’ve played at a church and say, ‘You 

know, I never listen to jazz, but I really 

loved what you did with your version of 

Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior,’” Deanna 

says. “Other people come to my perfor-

mances because they’re into jazz, and 

then they get the text that comes with it.”

In creating a body of sacred jazz work, 

Deanna follows in the footsteps of artists 

like Mary Lou Williams, who described 

the process of playing jazz liturgies 

as “praying through my fingers.” For 

Deanna, playing jazz alone, or with the 

trio and quartet she’s fronted for sev-

eral years, is a prayerful activity that 

strengthens her spiritual life. 

“I’ve read works by St. John of the Cross, 

and Teresa de Avila, and wondered how 

they can talk about sitting in the pres-

ence of God, and just enjoying God’s 

presence,” she says. “I think for me, 

playing music—and often, playing jazz in 

a group—is where I have some of those 

experiences and a sense that, hopefully, 

God is pleased with my offering.”   

a jazz offering
by LaTonya Taylor

A moment of improvisation  
led to a career in jazz  
for this Wheaton alumna.
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From the time Mona 

Hennein M.A. ’88 launched her tele-

vision career 20 years ago, she envi-

sioned creating a successful TV series 

that would glorify God. The executive 

producer of the Emmy Award-winning 

series Life Focus, Mona now dreams of 

producing three or four such shows.

Her documentary-style series tells  

the stories of real people dealing with 

life-changing situations. Questions of 

faith and themes of hope and deliver-

ance surface no matter the show’s  

subject—with topics ranging from 

menopause and raising children to 

domestic violence. Last season, the 

series was carried by 138 stations and 

seen in more than 100 million homes 

nationwide. 

“There is a huge myth out there that 

people don’t want to air Christian pro-

gramming,” says Mona. In her experi-

ence, network executives have been 

willing to air Christian shows, but other 

than those that feature preachers, they 

haven’t been able to find different types 

of programs. One executive asked her, 

“Where is it? I’ll air it. Show me where it 

is.” Mona would like to see more Chris-

tians step up to fill this void. 

After completing Wheaton’s graduate 

communications program, Mona spent 

10 years learning the ropes in Chicago, 

primarily at Channel 2, before going 

freelance for the likes of American Jour-

nal, Good Morning America, and ESPN. 

When she became senior producer for 

the television ministry of the Chris-

tian Reformed Church, Mona was first 

able to satisfy her longing to do work 

addressing issues of faith. Although 

that show was canceled, Mona followed 

urging from network executives to pro-

duce the series on her own. 

“I hit the pavement to raise the funds. 

Several companies gave me a chance, 

and with the help of a small grant, I was 

able to open the office,” she explains. 

“It was 100 percent the Lord’s doing.”

That was three years ago. Beyond 

trial and error, it has been faith, drive, 

and a willingness to seek counsel that 

has seen Mona through. Early on, she 

asked a 60 Minutes producer to help 

refine the series. A Jewish atheist, 

the producer tacitly agreed to help for 

$1,000, whiskey, and a good hotel in 

downtown Chicago. The producer has 

since become a friend, and continues 

to offer advice, now freely. 

worth watching by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

What if major network television  
regularly aired Christian programming?

Having now heard many faith stories, 

Mona’s most memorable show was 

about women who had been saved 

from the sex industry. “Their stories 

were similar. They had been abused, 

kicked out of their homes, and then 

turned to drugs, dancing, and prosti-

tution. When I interviewed each one 

of them about finding Christ, the tears 

poured down their faces. They weren’t 

crying because God gave them a new 

house, or a job. They were crying 

simply because they were forgiven. It 

continues to be a reminder to me to 

just be grateful.”

Mona has much to be grateful for 

today, including the Emmy the series 

won last fall from the Chicago/Mid-

west Chapter of the National Academy 

of Television Arts and Sciences. Cur-

rently working to help the series reach 

more stations, she has ideas for more 

faith-friendly television, and feels she 

is doing exactly what she should be. 

She says, “God does allow us to use 

our gifts. There is a mission and a call 

in your life, and when you discover it, 

you really have this sense of purpose, 

and you also get to see how God will 

lead.” 

It became clear to 
me that this was 
God’s ministry,” says 
Mona Hennein  
of the Emmy Award-
winning series  
Life Focus. 

“
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Born in 1925 in Bir-

mingham, Alabama, Reverend C. 

Herbert “Herb” Oliver ’47 knew as a 

young teen that God had called him 

to ordained ministry. While attending 

college in New York, he met a num-

ber of Wheaton alumni and admired 

the way they could “sit down and talk 

about Plato, about Kant.” Restless for 

an education that would challenge 

him to think critically about what he 

believed, he transferred to Wheaton.

Despite feeling lonely as the only Afri-

can American student at the College, 

he says, “It was at Wheaton where I 

got the tools for my life.” Later he 

would author two scholarly books and 

spend much of his career as a Presby-

terian minister and chaplain. But it is 

for his civil rights work that Herb is most 

well known, an effort that continues to 

define his life.

Herb began work, after earning his 

bachelor’s in church history, as the pas-

tor of a small Christian and Missionary 

Alliance church back home in Birming-

ham. That spring, he was asked by an 

integrated Christian youth organiza-

tion to use his church building for their 

conference. After opening the doors to 

them, he was promptly arrested for vio-

lating the segregation code. Although 

he feared this arrest would end his min-

istry, he would later come to see time in 

jail as a “badge of honor.” 

He went on to earn a master’s degree 

from Westminster Theological Seminary 

in Philadelphia and to pastor a church  

in Maine for several years before return-

ing home to Birmingham in 1965 when 

the city was rife with civil rights dem-

onstrations.

Televised images of Birmingham’s 

police commissioner “Bull” Connor 

using fire hoses and police dogs to 

push back peaceful protesters caught 

the attention of the world and ignited 

demonstrations all over the country. 

Herb himself met Connor more than 

once. He was “yanked from his home, 

in bare feet and wearing a bathrobe” 

by Connor the night after he had vis-

ited jailed college students who had 

protested segregation by sitting at a 

“whites only” drugstore counter. Herb 

asked to see a warrant, but there was 

none. His wife and three young children 

looked on, horrified, as he was shoved 

into a waiting police car. 

The charges were dropped a few days 

later and he was released from jail. 

In 1966, Herb and his family moved to 

New York City where he would serve 

as the pastor of Westminster-Bethany 

Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn for the 

next 25 years and as Protestant chap-

lain to the Veteran’s Administration.

Herb, now 85, has been arrested seven 

times over the course of his lifetime. He 

was most recently charged with tres-

passing after participating with other 

religious leaders in a protest at the 

Sudanese embassy in New York City. 

They prayed and sang songs including 

“This Little Light of Mine” as they called 

for the end of the genocide in Darfur. 

“The Lord is good,” Herb says. Despite 

the many challenges he’s faced, he 

says that throughout his life, he has 

“followed the Jesus of the Scriptures, 

not the Jesus of the culture” in his life 

and work.  

“God is good and has given me rest,” 

he says. 

From pulpit  
to prison cell,  
Reverend C.  
Herbert Oliver ’47 
seeks to show  
Jesus to the world.

this little light by Jennifer Grant ’89

“Be smart, be sharp, 
be superb, see Herb!” 
read the 1940s ad 
for Wheaton student 
Herb Oliver’s cleaning 
and pressing shop  
on Front Street.  
Open weekdays 
from 3:00-5:00 
and Saturdays from 
10:30-5:00, the 
hours accommo-
dated the schedule 
of this enterprising 
college student.
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Restoring eyesight  
is only the  
beginning of this 
couple’s hopes  
for one Muslim 
area of the world.

profile

When David Thornton ’10 
came to Wheaton as a 
freshman, his parents were 
missionaries. David brought  
with him many rich 
experiences from growing up 
in places such as Hong Kong,  
Germany, and Bosnia. But at 
that time, his parents were 
unable to afford furniture, a 
car, or a house—let alone  
a college education.
Your gift to the Wheaton  
Fund helps make a Wheaton  
education more affordable  
for David and other students 
like him. 

Determined
to give back.

Where will David be in 10 years? 
He’s studying to be a doctor so that he  
can serve others through medicine. He also 
wants to give back to future Wheaton  
students who, like him, will rely upon the  
generosity of Wheaton Associates  
and others who give to the Wheaton Fund. 

Wheaton Fund.
the

To learn more, contact: 800.525.9906 or give online at: www.wheaton.edu/giving.
To become a Wheaton Associate, contact wheaton.associates@wheaton.edu.

A tradition of giving. Inspiring generations. 
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How can you tell that 

your wife has come to faith?” Lolly 

asked their cook, A. Aziz.

“Previously she seemed upset much of 

the time,” he replied. “Now she laughs 

easily. She has inner joy, wisdom, and 

the resources inside her soul to reach 

out to those around her.”

After more than a decade of serving 

among the Urdu speakers in Asia, Tim 

’81 and Lolly K. ’82 find joy in seeing a 

few of their friends and neighbors with 

Muslim backgrounds choose to follow 

Jesus. 

By the time Tim and Lolly graduated 

from medical school as part of the  

Army’s Health Professions Scholar-

ship Program, they were ready for the 

Lord to take them anywhere. After 

their military commitments were up, 

they eagerly moved their family of six 

around the globe to fill the pressing 

need for an ophthalmologist. 

Of the 1.3 million people in the 7 lan-

guage groups surrounding the eye 

clinic nestled between jagged moun-

tain peaks, an estimated 10,000 have 

cataracts. Patients also come in with 

fungal corneal ulcers, glaucoma, 

trachoma, and eyes damaged from 

debris because of the shame asso-

ciated with protective eyewear and 

glasses. Between Tim and his partner, 

60-80 patients are seen in a day, and 

14-18 surgeries are performed twice a 

week. A school for blind children con-

nects to the clinic, enabling the young 

people to develop skills to bring honor 

to their families. 

As a general practitioner, Lolly fills 

the chronic need for female doctors 

in a society where male Muslim doc-

tors, forbidden to look at a female’s 

body, often make diagnoses based on  

descriptions of the ailment. She also 

fills in staffing gaps at the Christian 

aware that Muslims watch our 

lives very carefully for many 

years before they even approach  

us. We have to earn the right to  

be heard. Living a consistent Christ- 

like life before them is supremely 

challenging.”

A recent French study among Mus-

lim converts reported that the aver-

age Muslim must hear the message 

of salvation 50 different times over 10 

years before responding. With this in 

mind, Tim and Lolly continue to live 

their faith in every aspect of their lives, 

understandably rejoicing when people 

like A. Aziz and his wife come to new 

and everlasting life. 

20/20 foresight
by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

school where they have sent all four 

sons: Ben (22), Tim (20), Josiah (17), 

and Michael (15). Ben, a fourth gen-

eration Wheaton alumnus, graduated 

in 2009.

There is a Christian presence in the 

town, but it is largely comprised of indi-

viduals with a separate ethnicity, lan-

guage, and culture. Tim and Lolly wor-

ship with this group, but strive to reach 

outside of that circle to influence their 

community. They hold regular Bible 

studies with their Muslim neighbors, 

and pray for a church-planting move-

ment in their area.

Living walking distance from the clinic 

and bazaar, showering from a water 

tank heated by a gas heater under car 

battery powered lights, adhering to 

local diet and dress—lest they allow 

dangerous cultural misunderstand-

ings to jeopardize relationships—and 

waking each morning to the azan (call 

to prayer) echoing through the valley, 

Tim and Lolly continue to work through 

injury and illness, disillusionment and 

discouragement, listening to the Spirit 

for guidance.

Tim says, “We have become keenly 

“
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facultybooks

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor  
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

Dr. Gary M. Burge, 
professor of New Testament
The Bible and the Land
(Zondervan, 2009)
By employing cultural anthropology, 
archaeology, and contextual backgrounds, 
this book explores the cultural motifs 
that contributed to the ancient biblical 
worldview.

Dr. Steven R. Loomis, 
associate professor of education
Education for Human Flourishing:  
A Christian Perspective
(InterVarsity Press, 2009)
This book revives a philosophy of 
education integrating essential tenets of 
the Christian faith and simultaneously 
reflecting on the old and new 
frameworks of educational theory. 

Dr. Robert L. Gallagher, ed., 
associate professor of intercultural studies 
Landmark Essays in Mission and World 
Christianity
(Orbis Books, 2009)
A collection of 15 important essays on 
some of the most pressing subjects in 
missions published over the past 70 years, 
ideal for study or reference.

Dr. Beth Felker Jones, 
assistant professor of theology 
Touched by a Vampire: Discovering the 
Hidden Messages in the Twilight Saga
(Multnomah, 2009)
This work thoughtfully and biblically 
addresses the powerful themes of 
romance, sex, desire, family, and meaning 
in the Twilight book series.

Dr. Leland Ryken,  
Clyde S. Kilby Professor of English
Understanding English Bible Translation
(Crossway Books, 2009)
This work clarifies the current translation 
process of the English Bible and argues 
for an essentially literal translation 
philosophy over dynamic equivalence. 

Dr. John Walford, 
professor of art
An Art Historian’s Sideways Glance
(Piquant, 2009)
This book contains visual notes using 
new media to document an art historian’s 
observations of “broken beauty,” 
organized around six themes.

Church, State, and Citizen
(Oxford University Press, 2009)
This collection of reflections by political scientists chronicles the 
broad spectrum of political beliefs held among believers. It examines 
the relationship between politics and religion from within the 
Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Anabaptist, Anglican, evangelical,  
and Pentecostal traditions. Edited by Dr. Sandra F. Joireman, 
associate professor and chair of the department of politics and 
international relations, the book includes contributions by  
professor of political science Dr. Mark Amstutz and by assistant 
professor of political science Dr. Leah Seppanen Anderson ’95. 
Order Church, State, and Citizen and any other faculty books from the 
Wheaton College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com;  
by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 
501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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PuBlISHED alumni

a
by Dr. Walt Wolfram ’63,  
Wil l iam C. Friday Distinguished Professor,  
North Carolina State University

Celebrating  
Linguistic  Diversity

Walt Wolfram has pioneered 
research on social and ethnic 
dialects since the 1960s, 
publishing more than 300 
articles and more than 20 
books. He is also concerned 
with the public dissemination 
of information about 
dialects, through television 
documentaries, museum 
exhibits, and school curricula. 
He has been president of the 
Linguistic Society of America 
and the American Dialect 
Society, and is the North 
Carolina Humanities Laureate.

identified—and subsequently slain—
because they pronounced the word as 
sibboleth instead of shibboleth ( Judges 
12:5-6). And we know from the Gospel 
accounts that Peter was identified as  
part of Christ’s in-group at his 
crucifixion by his Galilean accent, a 
socially stigmatized fishermen’s dialect.

Linguistic respect should be endemic 
to foundational Christianity. The 
systematic, creative, and transmittable 
capacity of language sets humans apart 
from other forms of life. Furthermore, 
Christian outreach is inspired by the 
charge that every person deserves the 
opportunity to hear the gospel in  
an accessible language. By extension, 
these principles should apply to our 
interpretation of other types of language 
differences, including dialects.

Over the past half-century, the 
field of sociolinguistics, or the study 
of language in its social context, 
has developed into one of the most 
prominent subfields within linguistics, 
pioneered in large part by the so-called 
“Godsquad” of Wheaton alumni 
(Roger Shuy ’52; Ralph Fasold ’62; 
and myself ) who established the first 
Ph.D. program in sociolinguistics 

at Georgetown University in 1969. 
Through the systematic study of English 
varieties such as Appalachian English, 
African American English, Hispanicized 
English, and isolated island communities 
along the Atlantic seaboard, socio-
linguistic scholars challenged the 
widespread, popular assumption that 
non-mainstream varieties of English are 
little more than linguistically inferior, 
unworthy approximations of “Standard 
English”—a social version of Ephraimitic 
slaughter. By demonstrating how the 
Scots Irish linguistic legacy helped mold 
the Southern Highland Appalachian 
English dialect, or how the linguistic 
roots of the African and the middle-
passage contact situation combined 
with independent language innovation 
in urban America to mark a distinctive 
cultural variety for some African 
Americans, sociolinguists have come to 
understand and explain the significant 
role that dialects play in the construction 
of regional, social, and cultural identity. 

In the process, I hope that we have 
helped to celebrate the God-inspired 
uniqueness and magnificence of human 
language in all of its sociocultural  
forms.
Dr. Walt Wolfram ’63, has pioneered 
research on social and ethnic dialects Walt 

s a deer-in-the-headlight freshman 
arriving for preseason football camp 
50 years ago, I realized how far away 
Wheaton College was from Philadelphia. 
I had never traveled west of Eastern 
Pennsylvania, so it was all new to me. 
But there was apparently something 
about me and my way of speaking that 
was new to Wheatonites as well. If I 
simply said that I was “glead ta be uan such 
a beauteeful ceampus” (glad to be on 
such a beautiful campus), classmates  
and instructors would wonder where  
I was from—or worse yet, if I was from 
New York City. The responses seemed 
curious to me, since my hard consonants, 
unique vowels (pronounced the same as 
“vows” in Philadelphia), and vernacular 
grammar were completely normal and 
natural for anyone raised in working-
class North Philadelphia. I realize now 
that this initial, indelible imprint was 
simply part of a formative design that 
would lead to a life-long professional, 
personal, and spiritual commitment to 
study language variation.

Interest in language and language 
differences is common within  
the Christian tradition. The Genesis 
narrative of the unfinished Tower 
of Babel, for example, is part of 
our perspective on the 6,000-7,000 
different languages in the world today. 
The adoption of a Hebrew word like 
shibboleth to denote an iconic dialect 
feature of a regional or social group 
derives from the biblical account 
in which 42,000 Ephraimites were 
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A Sentimental Journey
Thirteen years after graduating, an alumna reflects on her 
return visit to campus.

by Margaret Mortenson Landon ’25 But I was in Wheaton many times 
last fall before I ventured up onto the 
campus, for the campus was peopled 
with many ghosts and I felt disinclined 
to stir the dead leaves of memory. I did 
go to several football games, though. 
Shades of Jim Wolstenholme! Will 
Wheaton ever have another like him? 
He walked straight out of the pages of 
a Ralph Henry Barbour story. I think 
we always felt a little like apologizing 
to Jim. He was always so good, so very 
good! We all felt sorry that at Wheaton 
he could not have the lovely tinselly 
fame that newspapers confer on football 
heroes in the larger schools.

I can’t go up on the sloping cement 
porch of the Dorm without seeing Billie 
Jones—Adrienne Jones—her dark curly 
head weaving in and out of a game of 
Farmer in the Dell one rainy evening 
when we all reverted to our childhood. 
I see her delicate, clear-cut face lifted in 
laughter. She was a senior then, and next 
year, incredibly, she was dead. It seemed 
unbelievable to all of us that anyone so 
pulsingly alive, so full of laughter and 
gayety, so somehow shining, could have 
ceased to be.

Finally I did get around to going 
back. I saw the old Chapel, which is 
now a part of the Library. And went 
up in the Dorm to the room where the 
two students had been kind sixteen 
years before—I roomed with one of 
them my freshman and sophomore 
years—and thought of my first night in 
college when my new roommate and 
I breathlessly hauled up a pint of ice-
cream on a string right past the Dean’s 
window. Trum Howard, who furnished 
the ice-cream, could just as well have 

t was sixteen years since I first visited 
Wheaton. That first day is very clearly  
printed on my memory. It was raining.  
One ancient hack stood at the station,  
black, astonishingly high, and astonish-
ingly short—a museum piece really. 
The campus was a hayfield. Am I right 
in remembering a cow grazing? It was 
vacation and the buildings without 
students were incredibly dingy. A red-
headed janitor swept and sang. Footsteps 
re-echoed uncompromisingly. On a 
blackboard near the bookstore was an 
elaborate chalk whirl ending in a dot, 
which bore the legend, “Do not spit here.”

The Dorm smelled of kerosene. The 
reception rooms were drab, and the 
dining room unrelievedly ugly. There 
was one pinpoint of light. Two students, 
who had not gone home for vacation, 
consented to show us their rooms. Their 
suite was cheerful and homelike after the 
rest of the building, and the two students 
themselves were charming and friendly.

Then, as now, it was the students who 
made Wheaton. It is their youth, their 
intelligence, their vigor, their alertness, 
the potential power for good which they 
represent, that attracts the visitor. I had 
lunch at the new dorm recently. A student 
waited on us, a young man, I haven’t 
any idea who. He was courteous and 
helpful, with that clear-eyed look, that 
astonishing cleanness which one sees on 
many faces at Wheaton. I kept thinking 
of the beautiful cutting cleanness of 
surgical instruments. One sees so many 
faces where “the contagion of the world’s 
slow stain” has rusted out the look of 
being washed within. It does not seem 
strange that Wheaton students are doing 
well in graduate schools everywhere.

Excerpted from the 
Wheaton Alumni News, 
January-February 1938

WHEatON readings
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Dr. Robert M. Hutchins wrote in 
a recent magazine article: “Education 
and scholarship can be carried on in 
ramshackle buildings.” I think we all 
recognize the truth of this. The other 
facet of this truth is that the efficiency of 
an institution can be multiplied by good 
buildings and equipment, provided—
and this is the catch—that the school 
has fulfilled the conditions which make 
it a good school. Buildings will not 
cover deficiencies in teaching or poor 
scholarship. But where a school has 
teachers of the highest quality and a large 
number of sincere students, buildings 
will make the learning and teaching 
process easier and more pleasurable.

Wheaton has fulfilled these conditions. 
Years of quiet constructive work have  
gone into the reorganization of the  
school. Wheaton deserves the  
tremendous influx of new students  
that has encouraged and embarrassed  
the administration. It deserves new 
buildings and better equipment so that  
it may give these students a better  
college home and better working 
conditions. Here’s one alumna who  
hopes that Wheaton gets them.

rung the bell and handed the ice-cream 
to us, but it was more exciting the other 
way. Suppose we had plopped the whole 
carton against Mrs. Garlough’s window! 
Delicious thought!

Then my ghosts and my dreams got 
all mixed up. I spent several millions on 
the campus in the space of an hour or so 
while I walked about and saw what had 
been done and what was yet to be done. 
I built a half a dozen dormitories. I built 
a new Infirmary, since my dorms had 
crowded the present one off the block. 
The present one, incidentally, is excellent. 
I know this from more than hearsay, 
since my husband spent Christmas week 
there. Soft green walls, pleasant furniture, 
comfortable beds, quiet, trained nurses, 
good food on dainty trays. Shades of 
those boiled potatoes at the Dorm! I 
wonder if anyone else remembers being 
sick and having her roommate bring up 
what could be foraged. Ugh!

And then I built a library, a big 
capacious one. And a gym for the crowds 
that would have liked to see the North 
Central game. It was a good game, and 
would have been even if we had not won. 
We did, though, 45-40. 

Then, as now, it was the 
students who made Wheaton.  
It is their youth, their  
intelligence, their vigor, their 
alertness, the potential  
power for good which they 
represent . . .
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In 1944 Margaret 
Mortenson Landon 
’25 published Anna 
and the King of 
Siam, an instant 
bestseller that would 
provide the storyline 
for the musical The 
King and I. She 
and her husband, 
Kenneth Landon ’25, 
served in Thailand 
as missionaries from 
1927-37. Kenneth 
later joined the U.S. 
Department of State 
as an advisor on 
Southeast Asia.
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faculty voice

t
t

by Dr. Nadine Folino-Rorem, Associate 
Professor of Marine and Invertebrate 
Biology 

Diving into Research Opportunities
Why is collaborative research beneficial for both students and faculty members?

experience with focused collaboration 
also motivated me to continue my 
education and to earn a Ph.D.

I hoped to teach at a smaller institution 
where there would be opportunities for 
faculty-student interactions. Today I 
find that collaborating on research with 
students not only helps me cultivate and 
grow my students, I too am continually 
challenged, as every team member 
enhances each project, and the process 
of presenting and discussing scientific 
questions expands everyone’s thinking. 

While conducting research on an 
invasive species in Lake Michigan, for 
example, my students and I have been 
able to discuss bioethical issues, scientific 
methodology, as well as spiritual 
topics. Our research addressing the 
ecological effects of the Cordylophora 
hydroid provided the opportunity for 
three students and me to present our 
findings at the 57th North American 
Benthological Society meeting last year. 
We are also currently preparing the 
work for publication in the Journal of 
Great Lakes Research. 

I am encouraged to see my students 
excelling in their writing skills, while 
my own writing is enhanced in helping 
them. So I “teach” my students how to 
do research through mentoring them 
and collaborating in the endeavor of 
scientific research. Since my senior year 
as an undergraduate, my perspective on 
research has shifted 180 degrees. I can 
now say with conviction, “Thank God 
that I am doing scientific research!”

Even so, I remained convinced that 
science lab work was not “my calling.”  
I recall uttering the words, “Boy, I am  
so glad that I am not going into scientific 
research!” as I walked outside after 
delivering my research talk at a  
conference during my senior year. Little  
did I know that I would end up enjoying 
research, not just for its own sake, 
but because conducting the work in 
collaboration with students brings me  
so much joy. 

While conducting research in graduate 
school, I interacted with many under-
graduates, and I began to note the 
reasons why research opportunities make 
such a difference for so many students. 
Not only do these opportunities often  
help develop confidence as well as critical 
thinking and scientific skills, they also 
enhance and cultivate students’ abilities 
to write and speak for the scientific 
community. My own undergraduate 

Dr. Folino-Rorem 
collaborates with 
students and 
other researchers 
to assess the 
ecological impact 
and taxonomy 
of the invasive 
hydroid, 
Cordylophora 
spp. She conducts 
research in the 
Great Lakes, 
focusing on 
the animals in 
Lake Michigan. 
Associate professor 
of biology at 
Wheaton since 
1993, she recently 
became vice chair 
of the faculty. 

he more I conduct collaborative research 
with students, the more convinced I 
become of the incredible impact under-
graduate research can have on shaping 
someone personally and professionally. 

When I was an undergraduate biology 
major at the University of Cincinnati, a 
professor encouraged me to get involved 
in the honors program and to do an 
undergraduate honors thesis. Although  
I was extremely shy and had reservations 
about spending hours cooped up in a  
laboratory, I knew that I loved biology, 
so I followed this advice and began ask-
ing professors if they had any openings  
for an undergraduate research student. 

I wound up working with an  
amazing freshwater biologist who was 
enthusiastic about everything he did.  
I admired him, and while intimidated at 
first, after three years of working in his 
lab, I too became passionate about even 
the research aspects of science. 
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programs for clinical psychology. She 
notes that often families in pastoral 
leadership do not have the support 
they need in order to minister and lead 
effectively. She hopes to serve as a resource 
to underserved populations in urban areas, 
and also to work with pastors’ families as 
“a counselor to the counselors.” 

And she looks forward to the 
opportunities God will continue to 
provide as she learns to lead “with 
wisdom, humility, and grace.”

providing campus tours and hosting 
prospective students.

Christin recalls how her parents, who 
homeschooled all five of their children, 
provided strong leadership models. They 
encouraged their children to take risks in 
pursuit of their goals, despite fears, age 
limitations, or limited resources. By the 
time she graduated from high school, she 
had served in many leadership roles.

Charity ’12, Christin’s younger sister, 
also followed her parents’ advice. The 
summer before arriving at Wheaton, she 
began praying about running for vice 
president of her freshman class. After 
serving in that capacity last year, Charity 
is still involved in student government, 
serving as the business manager this year.

When Christin and student body 
president Nic Babarskis ’10 ran for 
student government, their four-fold 
platform included enhancing Wheaton’s 
counseling center. Candid about her 
own struggles with loneliness and 
low self-esteem, Christin believes 
that these common emotions often 
go unaddressed. To promote a deeper 
understanding of emotional and mental 
health issues on campus, Christin and 
Nic spearheaded a new facet of student 
government, the Ad Hoc Committee 
for Mental and Emotional Health. The 
committee organized a well-attended 
mental health forum on depression and 
anxiety last semester, and also recently 
hosted a forum on eating disorders. 

The daughter of a Detroit minister, 
Christin is applying to graduate 

s student body vice president, Christin 
Fort ’10 meets regularly with faculty 
and administrators at Wheaton. A 
liaison between the students and the 
administration, she’s been taking notes 
on leadership styles—from the way 
Provost Stan Jones leads meetings 
with humility and respect, to the way 
President Duane Litfin makes time for 
parents and students despite a grueling 
schedule. Concurrently she’s been 
honing her own leadership skills through 
the opportunities she’s taken on—with 
increasingly intrepid steps. 

“As I’ve gained deeper and more 
diverse experiences, my leaderships skills 
have been shaped and formed. These 
experiences have strengthened me, and 
because of them I have become a more 
confident leader,” she says.

Though much of what she’s learned 
involves overarching leadership and 
interpersonal principles, one practical 
principle has helped this psychology 
major balance the responsibility of 
running efficient meetings while still 
caring for the individuals involved: “I 
try to ensure that the relationships being 
forged aren’t eclipsed by the tasks, while 
also maintaining the team’s resolve to 
accomplish these tasks.” 

With plenty of opportunities to put 
this principle and more into practice, 
Christin has served not only as a student 
government member, but also as a 
resident assistant in her dorm; a cabinet 
member for the William Osborne 
Society; and as a member of Diakonoi, 

What lessons are best learned outside the classroom?

Learning to Lead

by Linda MacKil lop

Christin Fort ’10
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WHEatON in the world

by Jeremy Weber ’05

Shattering the Vessel
How has a two-week trip to the broken land of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo shaped one professor’s courses? 

trade. “They are just people who stepped 
into the void and said, ‘We want to  
help spread the gospel,’ and now people 
are turning to them when needs arise.”

And the needs are great. Most church 
members in these small agricultural 
communities live in constant fear of raids 
by the Lord’s Resistance Army, rebels 
notorious for assaulting women and 
kidnapping children for fresh soldiers. 

How does one offer pastoral care in 
the midst of such trauma? Dr. McRay 
applies the resources of historic pastoral 
care ministry and of the mental health 
field to the ministries of the church. 
“I don’t see psychology as antithetical 
to Scripture; I look for themes that are 
consistent with Scripture,” he says. 

For the basic questions, such as how 
parents should educate their children 
about sex, he started with advice from 
clinical training and often weaved 
in themes from the Scriptures. For 
deeper questions about living life in 
the face of horrific trauma, Dr. McRay 
would begin with what the Scriptures 

has become virtually synonymous 
worldwide with civil war and human 
rights atrocities.

Dr. McRay joined HNGR director 
Dr. Paul Robinson and his brother, 
Rev. Dick Robinson (both raised by 
missionary parents in Congo), to visit 
Dr. David Kasali, a Congolese citizen, 
who left his job as president of the 
Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of 
Theology to start a Christian college and 
seminary in his native land.

Dr. Kasali invited the Robinsons 
and Dr. McRay to help train pastors in 
eastern Congo, the border region with 
Uganda and Rwanda where militia 
have been particularly devastating, yet 
Christian churches are experiencing 
explosive growth. This visit was part 
of Congo Initiative (CI), a Congolese 
vision for helping Christian leaders 
transform their society of 60 million 
people and 250 ethnic groups shattered 
by civil war.

The group then took a Mission 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF) five-
seater airplane north, landed on a dirt 
runway, and followed unpaved roads 
to a Sudanese border town, where 200 
pastors and students had gathered.

“Some rode on bicycles 100 miles 
to get to this consultation,” says Dr. 
McRay, noting this was “a bit over-
whelming for one who is used to the 
challenge of getting students to  
walk across campus to class.”

Most Congolese pastors are unpaid 
and untrained—farmers or herdsmen by 

s a clinical psychologist, Barrett McRay 
’83, M.A. ’86, M.A. ’95, Psy.D. ’98 
is accustomed to being asked difficult 
questions. 

However, in March 2007, as an 
associate professor of Christian formation 
and ministry, Dr. McRay found himself 
in the home of a Congolese father 
whose wife left him after two of their 
children drowned while fleeing from a 
marauding militia. Now this father was 
raising his other two children, a 12-year-
old daughter and 6-year-old son, while 
teaching at a Christian school with few 
resources.

Sitting in the thatch-roofed hut with 
rooms divided by hanging blankets, he 
asked Dr. McRay for counsel on what 
the Bible said about his situation as he 
struggled to provide for his family.

“It broke my heart,” says Dr. McRay. 
“He was looking to me (because I was 
from the West) to be an authority for 
what the right Christian practice would 
be.” Dr. McRay was experiencing 
firsthand the power of Western influence 
in the lives of people from the global 
south, where many are in situations 
similar to this man’s. 

For two weeks, Dr. McRay traveled 
in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, a central African nation that 
has been exploited by developed nations 
and homegrown dictatorships ever 
since Belgian colonization in the late 
1800s. Today the third-largest African 
nation—the size of Western Europe, 
yet with only 50 miles of paved roads—
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Dr. McRay joined the 
faculty in 1998 as associate 
professor of Christian 
formation and ministry, 
which has also afforded him 
the opportunity to interact  
in a global conversation 
about “soul care” with 
pastors in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.
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teach about suffering and the nature 
and promises of God, and then discuss 
practical ways of living in the light of 
those truths.

The trip opened Dr. McRay’s eyes to 
the impact of the colonial movement 
in missions, where well-intentioned 
missionaries brought the gospel to Congo, 
but brought Western culture with it.

“I was saddened to see people trying 
to do Christian life or community life in 
a very Western way,” says Dr. McRay, 
noting that this sometimes seemed to 
devalue their culture.

He described worship sessions 
beginning with translated Western hymns 
sung solemnly to a Western beat. Then 
the Congolese would put their hymnals 
down and rhythmically clap, sing, 
and dance to Congolese songs such as 
“Tunaenda Kanana” (We’re Going 
to Canaan), picking up chairs, books, 
and other belongings and marching 
around the room for the chorus as if 
marching to the Red Sea.

“There was a sense among these pastors 

that they needed to worship ‘right’ at 
first, as they were taught, and then they 
could express themselves in their own 
cultural style,” says Dr. McRay.

But he was also encouraged to see 
signs of these parishioners taking 
ownership of their faith. He recalls the 
words of a Congolese pastor, reflecting 
on this “birthing process,” likening the 
gift of faith to the gift of a plant, given 
in a pot. At some point, the plant fills 
the pot to the breaking point and needs 
to be sown directly into the soil. And 
like that pot, said the pastor, “We need 
to break this way of conceiving of the 
Christian life.”

Dr. McRay has joined the board of 
Congo Initiative and the Christian 
university that CI has founded. This 
summer, he plans to return with five 
Wheaton faculty members to train the 
university’s teachers, thanks to money 
gifted to the Initiative by Wheaton’s 
2009 graduating class. “It’s not about 
us coming in as experts, but as partners 
willing to learn from and help each 

other. We do have certain resources that 
may be of help to the Congolese as  
they rebuild their country, and in turn, 
they can help us as we strive to follow 
Jesus here at Wheaton,” he says.

The trip has changed how Dr. McRay  
teaches. His youth ministries students, 
for example, now do research on 
differences in global youth ministry 
in issues of justice and diverse cultural 
expressions of faith in God. Dr. McRay 
has also worked together with the 
faculty of the Christian formation 
department to change their curriculum 
to require HNGR’s Third World  
Issues course in order to encourage 
students to think globally.

“It’s not enough to sit in our 
comfortable places and not be engaged 
in the world,” says Dr. McRay. He 
now challenges students to consider 
their place as citizens of the world and 
members of the global church. 

More information about the Congo Initiative 
is available at: www.congoinitiative.org.
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Duane Litfin President

PRESIDENt’S commentary

o

“Through all the twists and turns of the 
past century and a half, God has kept His 
hand on Wheaton College. In hindsight 
we can see the evidence of His constant 
protection and provision.”

From this “greatest generation” the 
Lord provided the people and resources 
Wheaton would need for the expansion 
that would mark the second half of the 
twentieth century.

In 1965 Wheaton’s presidency 
transitioned to Hudson T. Armerding. 
The Viet Nam era would once again 
test the College—and would test its 
president. Yet God kept His hand on 
Wheaton, preserving it and providing 
for its future. Despite the demanding 
times, Wheaton continued to thrive. 

When Dr. Armerding passed the 
presidential baton to J. Richard Chase in 
1982, the College as we know it today 
was already in existence. The Eighties in 
turn presented their own challenges, not 
least economically, but President Chase 
continued to build the campus, the 
faculty, the resources, and the student 
body of Wheaton College. This was the 
institution I inherited in 1993. 

Through all the twists and turns of 
the past century and a half, God has 
kept His hand on Wheaton College. In 
hindsight we can see the evidence of 
His constant protection and provision. 
He has grown a tiny, flickering prairie 
candle into a strong and steady academic 
beacon, shining its light For Christ 
and His Kingdom into the twenty-first 
century. This is the splendid story that 
all of us, including now our present 
students, are celebrating through this 
milestone year.

ne of my goals this year was to use 
our Sesquicentennial anniversary to 
deepen our students’ understanding of 
Wheaton’s heritage—which is to say, to 
deepen their understanding of their own 
heritage. By enrolling at Wheaton they 
have become part of the College’s story. 
But how much of that story do they 
know?  

I decided to use six of my monthly 
President’s Chapels to tell Wheaton’s 
story as it is often told; that is, through 
the lens of my six predecessors. Seen 
through that prism, the drama of what 
God has done here comes alive. The 
challenges these presidents faced mark 
the milestones of Wheaton’s amazing 
story.

Consider Jonathan Blanchard. 
What he started back in 1860 was an 
unpromising affair: a tiny little hatchling 
struggling for life out on what was 
then the Illinois prairie. No sooner 
had it popped its head up than it was 
confronted with the cataclysm of the 
Civil War. Yet Jonathan and Mary 

Blanchard saw Wheaton successfully 
through those fledgling years all the 
way to the 1882 transition to their son, 
Charles.

Charles Blanchard’s astonishing  
45-year tenure saw Wheaton develop 
from a sleepy nineteenth-century 
institution to the beginnings of the 
twentieth-century institution it  
would become. From the aftermath 
of the Civil War, past the turn of the 
century, through that first worldwide 
conflagration we know as WWI,  
God used Charles Blanchard to keep  
the College moving forward.

Upon Charles’ death in 1925,  
the College turned abruptly to  
J. Oliver Buswell. President Buswell 
set out immediately to consolidate 
the Blanchard growth and develop 
the College into a strong academic 
institution. He had only begun, 
however, when the nation was plunged 
into the Great Depression. It was a time 
of genuine peril for Wheaton but God 
provided. By the time President Buswell 
completed his tenure, Wheaton was 
stronger than it had ever been.

Then came V. Raymond (“Prexy”) 
Edman. He was inaugurated as 
Wheaton’s fourth president just months 
before the start of WWII, and the 
College once again found itself tested to 
its limits. But then, like the nation itself, 
Wheaton rose from the ashes of war to 
the prosperity of the post-war years. 
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Through your will or living trust, you can 
provide for the future of Wheaton College. 
Maximize the power of your estate plan with 
Wheaton College Trust Company serving as 
trustee or personal representative under:
• Wills
• Revocable Living Trusts
• Charitable Remainder Trusts
• Other Trust Arrangements

For more information, please contact Dave 
Teune or David Melilli at  1-800-525-9906, 
630-752-5332, or gift.plan@wheaton.edu.  
Or visit our website: giving.wheaton.edu.

Your will.
Your way to give the gift  
of a Wheaton education  
to generations of students.



Visual art is a wonderful way  

of exploring, understanding, and 

responding to the world in  

which we live. Helen Read ’77  

is particularly intrigued with 

nature as subject matter. By 

accentuating shapes and  

colors in order to express the 

magnificence of the common, 

she inspires the viewer to take 

delight in our Lord who creates, 

sustains, and surprises us  

with the wonders of His hand. 

This past fall, she presented  

a solo exhibit of 25 botanical 

paintings called Lessons  

from Matthew 6, which visually  

explore Jesus’ words, drawing 

attention to His care of the lilies  

of the field and assuring us  

of His sustaining care. 

Helen teaches design, drawing, 

ceramics, and jewelry/metals  

at Wheaton North High School. 

When not teaching, she works 

daily on her own artistic pursuits 

and has an active online 

presence through blogging.

Art of Anticipation

Nest Eggs”

oil on canvas / 10" x 12"  

A mother’s statement of the  

full nest, now emptying

“


