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Editor

ost likely, it happens to every Wheaton student—that moment

during a classroom discussion when intellect and faith collide. Unsettling,

it compels us to ask questions that don’t have tidy, definitive answers. 

I remember when this occurred in my student days, more than 40 years

ago. I was sitting in Ralph Alexander’s Old Testament Survey class.

A fellow student made a comment that went something like this:

“The Bible tells us that the Lord is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

I’ve always believed that. But our study of Abraham, Nineveh, the

Exodus, the wilderness wanderings, and deliverances showed us that

God was sometimes so deeply affected by people’s prayers that 

He changed His mind.”

What? I thought. Could my prayers actually change God’s will? 

I know God does not make, or want, automatons. And what Doris Day

sang, “Que será, será; whatever will be, will be,” can be a cop-out. 

Yet, on the other hand, even free will is not . . . well, free-wheelin’.  After

all, the Lord is sovereign.

Ah, the paradox of prayer. It’s what Wheaton alumnus Philip Yancey

M.A. ’72 examines in his book Prayer:  Does It Make a Difference?:

The act of prayer brings together Creator and creature, eternity 
and time, in all the fathomless mystery implied by that convergence. 
I can view prayer as a way of asking a timeless God to intervene
more directly in our time-bound life on earth. . . . I can also 
view prayer from the other side, as a way of entering into the rhythms
of eternity and aligning myself with God’s “view from above,” a way 
to harmonize my own desires with God’s and then to help effect,
while on earth, what God has willed for all eternity.  (page 139)

Do people’s prayers make a difference in the life of Wheaton? 

The Bible tells us that the effectual, fervent prayers of His people can

accomplish much.

In this magazine, you’ll read about some of the changes and

challenges facing the College. I like to think, with thousands of alumni,

parents, and friends living in various time zones throughout the world, that

prayers for Wheaton never cease. Someone, somewhere, night and day,

is praying for the College. Why, it’s a “virtual” Wheaton reunion; and

where two or three are gathered together, Christ is there, in the midst 

of them.

Will you pray for Wheaton College? 

Ask the Lord to accomplish that for which you pray. And ask that

your prayers will help effect what our sovereign Lord has willed.  

The paradox remains. And He is still the same yesterday, today, 

and forever. 
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Wheaton Professors: Where
Would We Be Without Them?

We were exposed to many wonderful,

dedicated professors during our days at

Wheaton. I’m sure, however, that for each of

us there are one or two who stand out 

and who went a long way toward shaping

our lives. 

In my case it was Frank Bellinger ’42, who

taught political science in the 1950s. When 

I became a high school teacher, I patterned

my history lessons and projects after those 

I learned from him. I often thought back 

to Mr. Bellinger’s lectures on the complexity

of most issues and how we should deal 

with them. 

This year, as I prepared to travel to

Wheaton to attend the LeRoy H. Pfund

lecture featuring New York Times columnist

David Brooks, I learned that Mr. Bellinger

was still living in the Wheaton area. I secured 

an invitation to the lecture for him so I could

personally thank him for the impact he 

had on my life. I had not seen him in more

than 50 years. A few days before the lecture,

he passed away.

The reason for this letter is to encourage

alumni like myself, who were influenced 

by a specific professor, to let that person

know how much they meant to them before

it is too late. I would hope the alumni

magazine could begin a campaign to

encourage alumni to take the time to do this.

Don Bostrom ’57

Randolph, New Jersey

Editor’s note: We, of course, urge alumni to

tell professors how much they appreciate

them. Soon Wheaton will commemorate 

its 150th anniversary, beginning this fall 2009

and extending through 2010. During the

Sesquicentennial Celebration, we will ask

alumni to send us detailed stories of how

professors and staff influenced their lives.

Anecdotes might appear in the magazine 

or on the web. Watch for details.

getting into the Great Depression.

Fortunately Dad never lost his job, and

Wheaton helped those like me in need of

assistance or deferred payment. And dear

Mrs. Julia Blanchard unexpectedly offered

me a job in the library.  

I hope the new year proves special in

God’s ways for you and Wheaton. If you

run into our very special president (actually,

you know, all have been special men 

of God whom He has sent to guide us),

please tell him here’s one “old grad” who

thanks God for sending him to be

Wheaton’s guide just now.  

God bless you.

Louise Crawford ’36

Pleasant Hill, Tennessee

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your

letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine the

suitability of letters for publication and to

edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

W H E A T O N 3

Thanks—
We’re Glad You Like It

I was working with our associated 

nonprofit organization today about some

issues involved in producing documents

distributed via print and online.

When I got home I saw the winter 2009

Wheaton in my stack of periodicals. I held

it in my hands and was struck by the

photography, the front lawn photo on

pages 14-15, the graphs and charts on the

following pages, the fonts, page layout,

colors, and everything else that goes into a

printed publication. All these were

prepared in a professionally done manner.

Thanks for upholding artistic standards

with your publications. Your dedication to

excellence continues since my days at

Wheaton.

Rob Pluta B.M.E. ’82

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

I was thrilled to open the winter issue 

of Wheaton and see pictures of and

articles featuring both my daughter-in-law,

Jenna Jonas Walhout ’91, and my niece,

Celia Hollatz Bergman ’87. 

While I myself followed a straight path

from my chemistry major at Wheaton 

to graduate school for my doctorate to 

a teaching job—which I held for many

years (with a few years off raising children

and serving on the Illinois State Board of

Education)—I think I am more the

exception than the rule on career paths.

The four alumni featured in your article,

“Major Changes,” illustrate that. Jenna and

our son Peter are also in the process of

raising our four wonderful grandchildren. 

Justine Simon Walhout ’52

Rockford, Illinois

Alumni News as it was in the thirties was 

a far cry from today, but one we on the

spot then were glad to have. I started at

Wheaton about the time the world was

dearWHEATON
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President Litfin to Retire 
Next Year

Wheaton’s Board of Trustees has
announced that Dr. Duane Litfin will
retire in July 2010, after 17 years as the
College’s president. He is the seventh
president in Wheaton’s 149-year history.

President Litfin’s tenure thus far has
seen the strengthening of Wheaton’s
faculty, library, technological resources,
and scholarships for students.Wheaton
has added five buildings to its campus
and completed ten renovation projects,
funded through the two capital
campaigns he oversaw.The College’s
student center and sports and recreation
facilities were dramatically enhanced, and
Wheaton’s first-rate student body has
become more diverse than ever.

As he builds relationships with
students, Dr. Litfin encourages them to
think deeply and biblically about faith
and life. He and his wife, Sherri, often
invite student groups into their home,
and students share lunch with him in the
dining hall. He sets aside open office
hours to give students the opportunity
to ask him questions about College

C A M P U S  N E W S policy, theology, or other issues on their
minds. He also frequently attends athletic
events, cheering on the Thunder.

Before coming to Wheaton, Dr. Litfin
served as the senior pastor of First Evan-
gelical Church in Memphis,Tennessee.
Prior to that, he spent a decade as an
Associate Professor at Dallas Theological
Seminary. Dr. and Mrs. Litfin have three
married children and nine grandchildren,
all of whom live in Wheaton.

Dr. Litfin holds an undergraduate
degree in biblical studies and a master’s
degree in theology. His two doctorates
are from Purdue University (Ph.D.,
Communication) and Oxford University
(D.Phil., New Testament). He is the
author of several books, including
Conceiving the Christian College (Eerdmans,
2004), St. Paul’s Theology of Proclamation:
1 Corinthians 1-4 and Greco-Roman Rhetoric
(Cambridge University Press, 1994), and
Public Speaking:A Handbook for Christians
(Baker, 1992). His writings have appeared
in numerous journals and periodicals.

The Board of Trustees has appointed a
Presidential Selection Committee to
oversee the selection of Wheaton’s eighth
president. For more information, visit
www.wheaton.edu/presidentialselection.

Wheaton Mourns Pastor 
Killed in Shooting

The Wheaton College community offers its
heartfelt prayers and condolences to the
family and friends of Wheaton alumnus
Rev. Fred Winters M.A. ’86.“Pastor
Fred,” as he was lovingly called, was
delivering his sermon on March 8 when
a man entered his church, First Baptist
Church in Maryville, Illinois, and fired
several gunshots, fatally wounding him.

The events of Fred’s death and the
testimony of his service for Christ were
recounted by national and international
media.

Fred’s M.A. from Wheaton was in
systematic theology and church history.
As a student, he also worked as a debate
coach, assisting Professor Gary Larson.
Dr. Larson remembers Fred’s strong
interest in defending his faith, and his
willingness to talk about it with other
students.“A lot of debaters go through
skeptical periods in their lives,” he said.
“Fred took a pastoral role in discussing
apologetics with the students.”

Fred served as the pastor of First
Baptist for 22 years. He is survived by his
wife, Cindy, and two daughters,Alysia
Grace and Cassidy Hope.

Check out the changes coming to campus

left: The addition

to Edman Chapel

nears completion

and will be

dedicated this

spring. Shown are

the symphony

orchestra and harp

rehearsal rooms.

right: The New

Science Center is

slated to be ready

for students in fall

2010.

.
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Wheaton Ranks Twice as a Value

Two separate ranking systems recently recognized a Wheaton education 
as a great value.

Kiplinger’s annual “Top 50 Liberal Arts Colleges” list, released in 
January, rates Wheaton 15th for Best Values in Private Colleges, based on
academic quality and affordability.Wheaton ranked third lowest for
total cost and ninth lowest for cost after need-based aid.

The Princeton Review also released a new ranking in January.
Wheaton is the only Illinois college that made its list of the “100 Best
Value Colleges for 2009.”

W H E A T O N 5

The Billy Graham Center
Museum Presents the Art of 
He Qi 

East meets West in the Billy Graham
Center Museum’s newest temporary
exhibit by Chinese Christian artist and
theologian Dr. He Qi. Using the
traditional Chinese technique of color-
on-paper painting, Dr. He blends
together Chinese folk art with the
western art of the Middle and Modern
Ages.The result is a truly unique
interpretation of biblical scenes.

Dr. He, a professor at Nanjing Union
Theological Seminary, was among the
first mainland Chinese to earn a Ph.D. in
religious art after China’s Cultural
Revolution. He won the 20th Century
Award for Achievement in the field of
Religious Art Theory and Christian Art
Creation awarded by the International
Biographical Centre in Cambridge,
England.

The Billy Graham Center Museum
will display “Look Toward the Heavens:
The Contemporary Biblical Art of He
Qi” from March 12 through June 9 of
this year.The exhibit will feature
approximately 40 artist proof giclees of
Dr. He’s works.
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In February, Paul O. Chelsen ’91 was
named the vice president for student
development.The position became
open last summer when Dr. Sam
Shellhamer retired.

For ten years, before accepting his
most recent position, Chelsen worked
at Wheaton as the director of residence
life.

“Paul loves our students,” says
President Duane Litfin,“and is fully
committed to what Wheaton 
represents as a distinctively 
Christian residential college.What’s
more, his love for the Lord and 

Paul Chelsen ’91 named Vice President of Student Development

WHEATONnews

Historic Women’s Residence
Hall Becoming Coed

For all of its 114 years, Williston Hall,
Wheaton’s oldest residence hall, has
housed about 60 women on its three
floors.This spring, the third floor will
be converted to a men’s floor, while the
first two floors will remain women-
only.The entire building will be only
for sophomore students.

The changes are in response to a
2007 campus housing survey, in which
a question about changing Williston to
a coed hall received a favorable
response.The change will also help
make room in the underclassmen halls
for next year’s freshman class, which is
expected to be slightly larger than in
the past.

The original fundraising for Will iston Hall,
which was completed in 1895, included a $10,000 gift from John

Quincy Adams of Wheaton, a cousin to the second and sixth

presidents of the United States. Originally named the Ladies’ Hall

(and nicknamed the Red Castle), the residence included a dining

hall and kitchen in the rear of the building. The hall also featured

running water supplied from Wheaton waterworks, with an extra

50-barrel tank in the attic, in case the waterworks failed. It was

rededicated as Williston Hall in 1933, after John Payson Williston,

the inventor of indelible ink. 

Williston Hall was renovated in 1994 to restore its original charm. 

A fourth floor prayer room was added in honor of Ruth Bell

Graham’43, LH.D. ’75, who lived there during her freshman year 

at Wheaton. 

his determination to walk faithfully as
His disciple are transparent to all.”

After graduation from Wheaton, Paul
worked in student development
positions at Ball State University (where
he earned his master’s degree); Coe
College; North Central College; and
the University of Illinois at Chicago.
He is completing his Ph.D. at Loyola
University in educational leadership and
policy studies.

Chelsen and his wife Laura
(Farnsworth) ’91 have three children,
Caitlyn (10),Annalise (8), and 
Sadie (4).

Paul Chelsen ’91
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New York Times Columnist Speaks at Pfund Lecture

Author and New York Times columnist David Brooks spoke to an
overflow audience of students, faculty, staff, and guests in Barrows
Auditorium on Wednesday, February 18, on the topic of the
“Intersection of Faith, Media, and Politics.”

Earlier in the day, Brooks spent time with communication 
and politics/international relations majors at a student roundtable.
Students asked Brooks about his career, as well as for his
perspectives on several societal issues.

Brooks writes a biweekly op-ed for The New York Times,
serves as a regular analyst on NewsHour with Jim Lehrer 
and NPR’s All Things Considered, and has authored two books 
of what he calls “comic sociology”: Bobos in Paradise and On 
Paradise Drive.

Brooks’ presentation was this year’s LeRoy H. Pfund Lecture.
The lecture is designed to enhance awareness of public policies,
issues, and views by bringing leaders from political and public 
life to Wheaton College. It is named in honor of Lee Pfund ’49,
who worked at Wheaton for 39 years, first as men’s basketball
coach, and eventually retiring as vice president for alumni relations.
The lecture was cosponsored by Wheaton’s Center for Applied
Christian Ethics.

New Student Charges
Announced

The annual tuition charge for full-time
undergraduate students at Wheaton will
be $26,520 for the 2009-2010 academic
year, according to controller Patrick
Brooke.This represents a modest 
3.5 percent increase in tuition, room,
and board charges.

Also, in an effort to keep a Wheaton
education affordable in the economic
downturn, the College is increasing its
financial aid budget by 7 percent.This
results in an average net tuition increase
of only 2.7 percent (net tuition is tuition
income less the average College-funded
financial aid). Other tuition charges will
be: M.A., $15,120 ($630/hr.); Psy.D.
$19,920 ($830/hr.); and Ph.D., $15,600.

David Brooks Lee Pfund
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S T U D E N T  N E W S

Opera Music Theater, Men’s
Glee, and Women’s Chorale
Perform “Patience”

For the first time, Opera Music Theater
collaborated with the Men’s Glee Club
and the Women’s Chorale to perform
Gilbert and Sullivan’s operetta
“Patience” in mid-January.

“Patience” is a two-act comic opera
originally performed in 1881.The plot
satirizes the Pre-Raphaelite aesthetic era
of the 1870s and 1880s.This production
sets “Patience” in its traditional time
period.

To their delight, students involved in
the production managed to convince
Provost Stan Jones, Dean Michael
Wilder, and Chaplain Stephen Kellough
to share a rotating cameo role.

Three Conservatory ensembles

combined efforts to perform the comic

opera “Patience.”  Students (l to r):  

Courtney Blue ’09, Julia Wade ’09, 

Will iam Hughes ’12, and Ashley 

Johnson ’10.

Women’s Basketball Team
Promotes Cancer Awareness

In February, the Wheaton women’s
basketball team was one of 1,500 teams
nationwide that hosted a Women’s
Basketball Coaches Association 
Pink Zone event to raise cancer
awareness.

Proceeds from the game were
donated to the WBCA’s Kay Yow
Cancer Fund. Kay Yow, a distinguished
women’s basketball coach from North
Carolina State, died January 24 after 
her third diagnosis of breast cancer.
The Cancer Fund raises donations to
support cancer research.

During the event, held in
conjunction with the Wheaton
women’s basketball game against
Millikin University, fans were
encouraged to wear pink to show
support for the cause.The team
honored Wheaton students Hannah
McGinnis ’09, Shannon Wilkes ’11, and
Kristin Friedl ’11, who have faced
cancer. Millikin’s coach, Lori Kerans, a
cancer survivor, was also honored.

Football Ministry Partnership
Team Was on a Mission

During spring break, the Wheaton 
Football Ministry Partnership took part 
in mission trips to two sites in Senegal;
Loskop, South Africa; and Maun,
Botswana. Seventy people, including
current players, student assistants,
and a leadership team, went to partner
with Wheaton football alumni who are
missionaries in these countries.

The Wheaton Football Ministry
Partnership, now in its fourth year, exists
to share the gospel, to encourage
missionary alumni, and to promote cross-
cultural relationships.This year, the team’s
efforts included construction and
landscaping projects; building a school;
doing sports ministry, including
evangelism; and providing care for
children orphaned or abandoned because
of HIV/AIDS.

Motivated by a deisre to be a part of
what God is doing around the globe, these
trips have become integral to the
Wheaton football program, providing
discipleship opportunities for its players.

Up the Tower for Lincoln

During the nation’s observance of Abraham
Lincoln’s 200th birthday February 12, the
Illinois Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission asked that all buildings in
Illinois with chimes or bells play them for
two minutes at noon. Eighteen students,
several of them senior history majors,
rang the bell in Blanchard Hall, including
(l to r) seniors Rachel Bergman, Zach
Taylor, Betsy Greene, Kate Kelley, Drew
Register, and junior Anna Both.

8 S P R I N G 2 0 0 9
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Perrin Is Appointed to 
Dyrness Chair

Dr. Nicholas Perrin, associate professor 
of New Testament, has been appointed
to the Franklin S. Dyrness Chair of
Biblical Studies. He will assume the
position on July 1.

The Dyrness Chair is awarded to 
a distinguished faculty member who is
committed to the Reformed tradition.

Dr. Perrin, who earned his Ph.D. from
Marquette University, has taught at
Wheaton since 2005. He is an ordained
teaching elder in the Presbyterian
Church of America, and has also pastored
Reformed congregations.

Dr. Perrin’s academic specialty is the
study of the Gospels and early
Christianity. He is the author of numer-
ous articles in leading scholarly journals
such as Revue Biblique,Vigiliae Christianae,
Tyndale Bulletin, and Westminster
Theological Journal. In addition, he is the
author of four books. His most recent
book is Lost in Transmission:What 
We Can Know about the Words of Jesus
(Thomas Nelson, 2007).

Dr. Perrin’s current research project
seeks to understand the Jesus movement
as a counter-temple phenomenon.
Next fall during his sabbatical he will
be a resident fellow at the Center for
Theological Inquiry in Princeton,
New Jersey, where he will be working
on a monograph about Irenaeus, a
major theologian of the second century.

Dr. Perrin succeeds Dr. Hassell
Bullock, who has held the Chair since
1987 and is retiring at the end of the
academic year.

Faculty Receive Promotions  

The following faculty promotion, tenure,

endowed chair appointment, and emeritus

status actions were approved by the 

Board of Trustees on February 14, 2009. 

All of these are effective July 1, 2009.

Endowed Chair

Dr. Nicholas Perrin, Associate Professor

New Testament was appointed to Franklin

S. Dyrness Professor of Biblical Studies

Emeritus

Dr. Hassell Bullock

Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Donald Josephson 

Mathematics

Dr. William Wharton

Physics

Tenure

Dr. Daniel Block

Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Stewart DeSoto

Physics

Dr. Karen Jobes

Foreign Language/Biblical & Theological

Studies

Dr. Nicholas Perrin

Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Mary Vanderschoot

Mathematics & Computer Science

Promotion 

From Assistant Professor to Associate

Professor and Tenure

Dr. Laura Barwegen

Education

Dr. Jennifer Busch

Biology

Dr. Steven Loomis

Education

From Assistant Professor to Associate

Professor 

Dr. Michael Graves

Biblical & Theological Studies

Lisa Richmond

Library

From Associate Professor to Professor 

Dr. Sandra Joireman 

Politics & International Relations

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Dr. Nicholas Perrin
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WHEATONsports

s
Heart of a Champion

What lessons did this tennis star learn while rewriting
Wheaton’s record books?

“There is no other player, male or
female, who has had as stellar a career on
the tennis courts at Wheaton College as
Jordan Hook,” says Coach Jane Nelson
’83, herself an inductee into Wheaton’s
Athletic Hall of Honor.

Jordan, a three-time All-American,
stands out not only for her forehand and
her numerous victories, but also for her
grounded, gracious attitude.

“Jordan has received some amazing
compliments from opposing coaches,
players, and even parents about her
sportsmanlike conduct,” says Coach
Nelson, who recalls that after one match,
she received a letter from the opposing
player’s mother.“That a mom would take

enior Jordan Hook’s tennis stroke is
somewhat unusual: a two-handed
forehand she developed when she began
playing tennis as a slight sixth-grader.

“I was pretty small and thin, and it was
hard for me to hold the racket,” she says.
“My coach didn’t force me to change
my grip, though. Instead, he helped me
perfect it.”

It’s hard to argue with that decision.
This year, Jordan was selected as the
College Conference of Illinois and
Wisconsin Player of the Year, won every
CCIW regular season or postseason
singles match she played, and became
Wheaton’s first women’s player to
achieve 100 victories in singles.

the time to write a handwritten,
complimentary note after her daughter
had been beaten pretty decisively really
says something,” she says.

One of two co-captains, Jordan tries to
follow the example set by earlier
captains, who cared for team members
beyond their goals on the court. Far from
displaying the “prima donna” attitude of
some talented tennis players,“Jordan
makes an effort to get to know and
encourage her teammates, especially the
freshmen,” says Coach Nelson.

Jordan’s growing faith has helped in
times of triumph as well as struggle.“I’ve
learned to open my ears and heart to
what God is teaching me through the
little things everyday,” she says.

She counts a junior year loss at
nationals as a pivotal spiritual moment.
She arrived at the tournament feeling
confident, but things didn’t go as
planned.“I had one of the worst matches
of my college career,” she remembers.

To manage the disappointment, Jordan
recalled something she’d learned from
Nelson: that conducting herself on court
in ways that honor God could be a form
of worship. She reminded herself that
God remained in control.

A graduating senior, she trusts that
God will lead her into the next phase of
life. Even as she makes plans to pursue a
career in public relations or event
planning, Jordan remains focused on one
of the key lessons she learned during her
years on campus.

“I’ve learned how important it is to
invest in my relationships and
community as a way of growing closer to
God,” she says. Most importantly, she
knows that despite wins or losses, God
holds her in His own tight grip.

by Linda MacKillop

Last fall, senior Jordan

Hook became Wheaton’s

first women’s tennis

player to win at least 

100 career singles

victories. She is the ninth

player in Division III

history to do so.
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Cross Country The women’s

team won its fourth CCIW

Championship in five years as senior

Lisa Baumert won the Conference

Championship. The women’s cross

country program competed at the

NCAA Division III Championships for 

the first time since 1999, finishing 25th.

The men’s cross country team had a

strong season, finishing third at the

CCIW Championships. Senior Brandon

Mull won his second consecutive CCIW

Cross Country Championship and

finished fourth at the NCAA Division III

Cross Country Championships, earning

All-American recognition for the second

consecutive year. With his conference

championship, Mull became only 

the second runner in CCIW history to

finish in the top four at the CCIW

Championships four times. Junior 

Brian Wurtz joined Mull at Nationals,

finishing 53rd.

Women’s Tennis won its

league-best 14th CCIW Championship

in the fall as senior Jordan Hook

repeated as the CCIW Player of the

Year and freshman Elizabeth Worsowicz

was honored as the MVP of the CCIW

Championships. Hook posted a 14-0

record at number-one singles in the 

fall to give her a sensational career

record of 102-5. She became the ninth 

player in Division III history to record 

at least 100 career singles victories. 

Women’s Golf enjoyed a national

ranking in Division III throughout the 

fall and finished second at the CCIW

Championships. Head coach Jay Martin

was honored as the CCIW Coach 

of the Year in the sport. Junior Brittany

Bronson finished second at the

conference championship as she and

teammate Casi Blanton each earned

All-CCIW recognition. Senior 

Lisa Jutsum concluded her Thunder

volleyball career with honorable

mention All-Conference accolades. 

http://athletics.wheaton.edu

Football advanced to the Semifinals 

of the NCAA Division III Playoffs for the

first time in school history, ending the

season with an 11-3 record. Seniors

Pete Ittersagen and Jesse Scott earned 

All-American accolades as 18 single-

season and career records were set

this fall. Ittersagen and Scott joined Tim

Ellingsen, Alex Pokorny, Rocky Gingg,

and Stephen Pagh to become Wheaton 

All-Region honorees. Head coach Mike

Swider became the winningest football

coach in Wheaton history as he

concluded the season with 107 career

wins, surpassing the record of 104 wins

set by Harve Chrouser (1946-60).

Women’s Soccer posted a 

record of 22-4-2 as the squad finished

second in Division III this fall, with its

third consecutive appearance in the

NCAA Division III Championship Match.

Junior Taryne Lee was recognized as a

Division III All-American for the second

straight year, and was named the

College Conference of Illinois and

Wisconsin “Player of the Year.” Pete

Felske was honored as the CCIW

“Coach of the Year.” Lee scored 30

goals, with 72 total points, to establish

school single-season records in both

categories. Lee joined teammates Kari

Klysntra and Maria Della Torre on the

National Soccer Coaches Association

(NSCAA) All-Region team. 

Men’s Soccer was 15-4-3 this

fall under second-year head coach 

Mike Giuliano. Wheaton captured the

CCIW Championship for the first time

since 2003, and the program won 

the CCIW Men’s Soccer Tournament in 

a shootout. Senior Joel DeLass was

recognized as a First Team All-American

and the CCIW Player of the Year for his

efforts this season. DeLass scored 

11 goals, with eight assists in his final

Thunder campaign. Fellow seniors 

Ben Theimer and Matt Swartz joined

DeLass as All-Region selections.

Thunder RecapIt’s been a spectacular year for

cross country runner Brandon

Mull ’09. He finished fourth 

at the NCAA Division III

championships, and he was

only the second runner 

in CCIW history to finish in 

the top four at the CCIW

Championships four times.  
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A Coach for all Seasons
During the last seven years as head football coach, Mike Swider ’77

has led Wheaton’s teams to five NCAA Division III playoff

appearances. This year, the team advanced to the division semi-

finals for the first time in school history. Last fall’s 11-3 

season made Mike the winningest football coach in Wheaton history 

with 107 wins. 

Over the past 23 years of coaching at Wheaton, Mike has

encouraged football players to take the College’s motto, 

For Christ and His Kingdom, as their own. “Through football,” he

says, “We can instill in players the mental and physical 

toughness, the resiliency, determination, and persistence it 

takes to stand for things that are right and just.”

WHEATONview
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we often think of innovation as something that takes place
instantaneously. It’s the novel solution that’s been staring 
at us all along, the sudden idea that bursts into our minds: “Aha!
Eureka! That’s it!”

Stil l ,  the innovations that change our l ives—even shifts that
make a good thing into something better—are often discovered
in the midst of exploration. Think of the creative solution 
to a common chal lenge. The code that changes how we
communicate. The formula that solves the problem.

Innovations often arise from the God-given wonder that
causes us to examine a problem, an object, or a situation from
all angles. Yet they also develop as we pursue answers to 
the questions we ponder.

The inventive alumni on these pages asked questions and
found solutions:

. . . what if fruit could be crisper, tastier?

. . . what if our clothes became a celebration of how God made us?

. . . what if trauma patients didn’t have to die? 

. . . what if innovation became part of corporate culture?

What are the questions on your mind ? 

4innovators take ideas from imagination to reality.

1 4 S P R I N G 2 0 0 9

What if. ..?
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A quick trip to the nearest 
grocery store is all it 
takes to taste the fruit of
this alumnus’s labors—
the Honeycrisp apple. 
by Chris Blumhofer ’05 

avid Bedford ’73 shifts easily between the vocabularies 
of a biologist and a food critic. One moment he is
discussing cell structure and genetic makeup, then he
switches and talks about hints of flavor, levels of acidity,
texture, and appearance. David draws on both sets 
of knowledge as an apple breeder and research scientist 

at the University of Minnesota.When he speaks about
the crowning achievement of the university’s program—
the Honeycrisp apple—the food critic emerges: “The
term we’ve come to use is ‘explosively crisp,’” he 
says.“The Honeycrisp raised the bar in terms of flavor
and texture.”

These are not the Honeycrisp’s only virtues. It has
also been credited with reinvigorating America’s
declining apple industry; it has won accolades from food
critics; and, in 2006, the Honeycrisp was designated
Minnesota’s State Fruit.

David’s interest in apples has been motivated, in part,
by a less-than-satisfying lunchtime experience.“I
remember being in sixth grade, opening my lunch, and
seeing a bright red apple — a Red Delicious. I was
disappointed,” he recalls.“It was such a boring food that
you couldn’t even trade it!” Now, David sums up the 
20 criteria he uses to assess an apple in one word: Wow! 

“I’m looking for one that makes me say, ‘Wow!’ when
I bite into it,” he explains.

David began to focus on botany while studying at
Wheaton under Biology Professor Dr. John Leedy.
In one formative class, which focused on the economic
uses of plants, students studied and ate tropical fruits.
“We called it ‘Lunch with Leedy,’” David recalls.
“He was one the best professors I had.”That experience
piqued an interest in agriculture that would shape
David’s career.

In 1979, David and his wife, Shilon Kostelny Bedford
’74, moved to Minnesota for David’s job as a research
scientist at the state university’s apple breeding program
— one of only three such programs in the United
States. David’s task has been to develop apples that excel 
in flavor, texture, and appearance, and that can withstand
the harsh winters of Minnesota and other northern
states.

His work involves a lot of tasting and even more
patience.“During evaluation season,August through
October, I walk the orchards and taste 500– 600 apples
every day,” he says. About 18,000 trees are currently 
in various stages of development, but only 1 in 10,000
will be selected to become a new variety.

Even though he has more than 30 years of experience
and one of the tastiest developments in the world of
apples under his belt, David stays grounded when
talking about his work.“As scientists, we spend a lot of
time trying to discover how the Lord designed nature to
function,” he says.“Even when we figure something 
out, we’re reminded how much more we have to learn.”

apple

d
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by LaTonya Taylor

or artist, designer, and entrepreneur Cynthia Ivey
Abitz ’96, a day at work can include traveling 
the world in search of the perfect antique buttons.

It might include client appointments at Ivey
Abitz, the garment design studio she and husband
Josh Ivey Abitz ’96 started in 2005 and relocated
from Michigan to New York City last year.
Or, while Josh maintains the website and technical

This alumna’s inventive
designs not only combine
historical influences 
and modern versatility, they
also challenge the way we
dress. 

1 6 S P R I N G 2 0 0 9

Sound like a clue for a scavenger hunt?
It’s actually a great tip for finding the
tastiest apples at the grocery store. 

When he offers advice on how to choose an apple, David

Bedford’s first “do” is a “don’t”:  Don’t buy an apple based on the

richness of its red color.

“Not even apples have escaped our appearance-oriented culture,”

he says. “Red Delicious apples today are bred to be 70 percent more

red than they were a few decades ago; but red does not always

mean ripe.” 

So what criteria does David recommend for finding a good apple

at the grocery store? 

“Look at the other color on the skin, the background color,” he

advises. “Yellow shades are a sign that the apple was more mature

when it was picked. The closer to a lemon color it is, the more

flavorful your apple will be.” By contrast, he says, green shades

indicate that the apple was probably picked before reaching its

peak ripeness. 

Color isn’t the only indicator of a good apple. Depending on what

season it is in the U.S., the original location of an orchard can mean

the difference between a fresh apple and one that’s spent some

time in storage. 

“Any apple you buy in the fall or winter should come from the

Northern Hemisphere,” David says. “But as summer comes around,

it’s best to look for apples grown in New Zealand or Chile—places

in the Southern Hemisphere where apple season takes place

during our springtime.”

Grocery store strategy aside, David insists that the best test of

an apple is personal:  “Just bite into it and see if you get that ‘Wow’

response.”

—Chris Blumhofer ’05

clothedin beauty

f
lemon

on seeing red,
look for 
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were made by our Creator as individuals, and we should honor this fact.”
Cynthia also wants to encourage people to counter the clothing

industry’s focus on trends and low-quality materials and its use of
sweatshop labor.

“It isn’t just lesser quality synthetic fabric that makes a garment less
expensive,” she says.“Mass-produced clothing that seems inexpensive
was often made by people working and living in slave-like conditions.”

Ivey Abitz employs professional seamstresses, paying a living wage.
“Many tailors and seamstresses lost their jobs because their work was
sent overseas,” Cynthia says.“Our company is giving dignity back to
seamstresses in the U.S. who have immense talent and creativity.”

Ivey Abitz is the latest of Cynthia and Josh’s collaborations. Since their
marriage in 1996, when they determined to build a life focused on
working together in the arts, their business has included fine art
photography, oil painting, and a fine art gallery.

“We wanted a life journey as artists together,” Cynthia says.
“Our company began out of our love for each other and out of 
our love for art.”

Cynthia’s desire to start a garment design business began at Wheaton,
where she filled her free time drawing sketches of garments. She
designed her own wedding dress, and says,“When the tailor who sewed
it offered me a job designing gowns for her couture shop, I began 
to believe the dream was possible.”

At Wheaton, she also envisioned building her life around art.
“The entire art department had an enormous effect on me,” she says.
“Wheaton fostered my nature to be an idealist and an optimist.
It encouraged me to be ambitious, as long as I have the right motives
behind the work I do.”

side of the business, Cynthia might spend several hours gently dyeing
silks and linens, or meeting with the seamstresses who cut and sew each
made-to-order garment by hand.

Cynthia closes her days in her studio, where, after the business of the
day, she can get lost in the act of creating, losing track of time.

“Owning one’s own company is the ultimate roller coaster ride,”
Cynthia says.“Making a living as an artist is not a ‘safe’ path, yet I can’t
imagine doing anything else with the life I’ve been given.”

Cynthia’s garments combine modern versatility with influences from
various historical eras. For her, attention to detail and history in
everyday clothing affirms permanence, beauty, and truth.

“There is beauty where thought, care, creativity, and originality come
together in a visual form,” Cynthia says.“The purpose of my art is to
uncover absolute beauty amidst the world’s banality—absolute beauty
and absolute truth are intertwined, and I’m constantly in search of both.”

Through her work, Cynthia hopes to change the way people think
about clothing.“Dressing in quality, beautiful clothing is an outward way
to celebrate life,” she says.“We can use clothing as a weapon against
ourselves, or we can choose garments that celebrate our individuality.We

W H E A T O N 1 7
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Faith gave one alumnus 
the strength to see his
innovation through, saving
thousands of lives.
by Jeremy Weber ’05

n his 30-plus years as an emergency room physician, Larry 
Miller ’61 treated more than 120,000 patients, but he often found
it difficult to insert IVs with lifesaving medicines into collapsed 
or traumatized veins.

“I tried to save one life at a time,” he says.“But I battled year
after year, trying to get IVs into sick and dying people.”

In 2001, one of Larry’s paramedics, Nick Davila, was in a car
accident that severed his arm. Nick’s fellow paramedics tried 

perseverance
the product 

of

Cynthia Ivey Abitz ’96 and husband Josh Ivey Abitz ’96
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to start an IV more than 20 times, but he died en route to the hospital.
“I decided my mission was to figure out a way so those devastated

paramedics never had to face that again,” says Larry.“God spoke to me:
‘This is an area that can be fixed.You should be able to figure this
out.’”

Larry knew if he could get a needle into adult bones, using them as
non-collapsible veins, he could solve the problem.About 10 years
earlier, he’d begun bone marrow-related research at the University of
Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. Larry’s research then had
been focused on cancer treatments.After Nick’s death, Larry decided 
to develop a device to aid paramedics and emergency doctors.

One night, he awakened with a childhood memory of working 
in his father’s Detroit machine shop with a hollow drill.At his lab the
next day, Larry combined a hollow drill with an IV. It worked
wonderfully.

While the concept behind Larry’s invention, the EZ-IO, is simple,
the process to bring it to the market was anything but. For years Larry
struggled to establish his company,Vidacare Corporation. He needed 
to gain the patent for the invention, receive approval from the Food
and Drug Administration, and raise funds for manufacturing.

Larry launched his bid to raise $5 million in venture capital on
September 10, 2001.The economic strain that resulted from 
the September 11 terrorist attacks meant he had to work two jobs for
the next two years to move the project forward.

“There were a lot of days when I wanted to give up—out of
money and out of ideas,” Larry says.“It was my faith that kept me
going.”

The EZ-IO finally reached the market in 2005, and is now used 
by about half of emergency rooms and emergency medical services.
Last year, it won the Wall Street Journal’s top Technology Innovation
Award. By Larry’s count, it has saved 250,000 patients worldwide,
including 3,000 American soldiers injured in Iraq.

Larry treasures a letter he received from the commander of the 
10th Combat Surgical Hospital in Baghdad.The commander wrote to
tell Larry how the device had saved the life of a U.S. soldier shot
through the neck, who couldn’t receive an IV because his veins had
collapsed in shock.

“Instead of saving one life a day, I was given the opportunity to 
save thousands of lives. I give God all the glory for it,” says Larry, who
now directs 10 emergency medical services in southern Texas in
addition to his roles as chairman and chief medical officer of Vidacare.

He credits Wheaton for integrating science with his faith and for
instilling a mission-driven attitude toward his work. He believes the
College is well-positioned to produce more inventors.“With the
foundation Wheaton students get of doing things for God and for
humanity, combined with a solid educational background, they will 
be able to do the right thing and develop the right products and
solutions for the needs of the future.”
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Larry Miller ’61 
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by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

f you think that innovation and inventiveness result from coincidence or extraordinary

creativity, Dr. Peter Boatwright ’90 may just change your mind. 

“Innovation is an outcome of diligent labor, not serendipity or luck,” he says. “It can

be a process. It’s teachable. It’s repeatable.”

Peter, who is associate professor of marketing at the Tepper School of Business 

at Carnegie Mellon University, defines innovation as a leap in customer value. 

In a course on innovation he co-teaches with an engineering professor and a design

professor, he challenges students to focus their inventions on the customer’s needs,

rather than merely “trying to convince people to buy what the company or inventor

finds easy or interesting to make.”

As part of the course, Peter and his colleagues create teams of engineering, design,

and business students who think of real-world business opportunities that might 

be of interest to corporate sponsors. 

At least one of their sponsors, International Truck, has incorporated some of the

students’ product ideas into their latest designs. “The students worked to 

make the cab interior more like a home, with spaces for relaxation, and food prep 

and storage,” says Peter.

One of Peter’s favorite ideas from his students borrows technology from building

entrances, using it to create a solution for commercial ovens. “In cold weather

climates, buildings often have air curtains at the entrances,” he explains. His students

designed an oven for commercial settings, like restaurants, with an air curtain that

maintains the heat inside, even when the door is opened frequently. 

After teaching the course for a time, Peter and his co-teachers realized that their

experience might help a business audience. So they wrote a book that breaks down

the innovation process into steps that any company can follow.

Their book, The Design of Things to Come:  How Ordinary People Create

Extraordinary Products, also examines the risks involved in searching out new ideas.

“Hopefully our ideas will help create a better marketplace,” says Peter. 

A math major with master’s degrees in statistics and business, and a Ph.D. in

business from the University of Chicago, Peter develops market research tools to help

companies understand people’s preferences on product shapes, like vehicle designs.

He’s also working on a second book that will explore how to measure the value 

of customers’ emotions.

Peter says his Wheaton education forms the underpinning of the ideas that fuel his

teaching interests. For him, practicing his faith involves promoting integrity and

honesty by approving student products that deliver “real” value, not simply

“perceived” value. Through his teaching, he hopes to encourage his marketing

students “to make an honest effort to improve lives, rather than to use marketing 

to persuade or confuse.” 

“Opportunity is
missed by most

people because it
is dressed 

in overalls and
looks like work.”

–Thomas Edison
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The Turtle Test
What can we learn from turtle DNA?
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n the hunt for Blanding’s turtles are:
Dr. Rod Scott, who has taught biology at
Wheaton for the past 20 years; Dan

Thompson, an animal ecologist from the Forest
Preserve District of DuPage County; and
biology major Kyle Mayer ’10.The Blanding’s
turtle, named for the naturalist who identified it,
is a freshwater species that lives in swamps and
marshes, mostly around the Great Lakes. It has a
bright yellow chin and throat and a domed
upper shell speckled with yellow flecks.

On today’s trek into a DuPage County marsh,
the men search for turtles on whose shells
Thompson has previously attached small radio
transmitters.The researchers will then take
blood samples from the turtles for DNA
analysis.

Over the past 50 years,Wheaton’s DuPage
County has changed dramatically. Parking lots,
strip malls, and housing developments have
replaced swamps, farmland, and forests.And, due
to the increasingly fragmented natural area,
populations of creatures like the Blanding’s

The three men slog out into the marsh’s shallow water and push past cattails 
nearly as tall as they are. They walk carefully, wearing chest-high waders. 
Over his shoulder, one wears a pouch containing a radio receiver. Another holds 
a large white bucket.

by Jennifer Grant ’89

O

(left) Dan Thompson, an animal ecologist from the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 

and biology major Kyle Mayer ’10 look for Blanding’s turtles. (below): Biology professor Dr. Rod

Scott, with a Blanding’s turtle, noted for its distinct yellow chin and domed shell.
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They Call Him Dr. Turtle
Wayne Frair ’51 devoted his career to the study of turtles.
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by Jennifer Grant ’89

ixty years ago, it was quite an accomplishment for an undergraduate biology

student to publish a scientific paper—just as it would be today. But Wayne Frair ’51,

as a senior at Wheaton, achieved this with what would be the first of his many

research publications. 

Since then, the focus of Wayne’s research has been on turtles, and he has written

scores of journal articles for periodicals, including Journal of Herpetology, Comparative

Biochemistry and Physiology, Science, and Herpetologica. In 2008, he sent more than

50 boxes of his files to archival collections at Iowa University and Bryan College, at

their behest. His herpetological papers are in a collection at the American Museum of

Natural History in New York City.   

When Wayne began his studies at Wheaton, he was a mature student of 24 years

old. At 18, he had enlisted in the U.S. Navy during World War II, and while serving in

the Pacific, he gave his life to Christ. 

After the war, though he took classes at other schools, it was from Wheaton that

he graduated with a B.S. in zoology. “Wheaton was like icing on the cake for me,”

Wayne says. “I chose the courses I wanted to take, after earning credits at other

schools.” After graduation, he taught science for a few years before earning his

master’s degree in embryology from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He also

holds a doctorate in biochemical taxonomy from Rutgers University. 

In 1955, Wayne began teaching in the biology department of The King’s College,

then in Briarcliff Manor, New York, and served there until his retirement in 1994.

Known in the scientific community for his work on turtles, Wayne classified them by

analyzing blood samples. His lab at King’s contained about 200 turtles from all over

the world. “In my turtle research, I complemented my interest in biblical creation as

opposed to the popular evolutionary theory,” he says. “Turtles appear abruptly in the

fossil record, and my concern was to unravel the changes that have occurred to

produce the current approximately 300 species of living turtles.” 

His research took him to Canada, Mexico, and Suriname, but he says his most

interesting trip was to South America where the sea turtles came up out of the

Atlantic at night. “It took four men to hold one of them down so that I could

take the blood samples,” he says. 

In 1987, after a lifetime spent as a bachelor, Wayne Frair married Betty

Bollback Evans, a widow who worked at The King’s College. After eight

years of collegial friendship, Wayne finally asked her to dinner. “Well, you

know,” he jokes, “when you work with turtles . . . .”  Within the year, they

were married in the college’s gymnasium, with all the students in the

bleachers. “They wanted to see the bachelor get married!” Betty says.

Wayne and Betty Frair live in a retirement community in New Jersey where

Wayne continues his research, writing, some lecturing, and visits to school children to

talk about turtles. “It still remains my desire, even in retirement, to continue living for

Christ and honoring Him as the Creator,” he says.

S
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hanks to a grant, Dr. Scott is able to pay Kyle and fellow biology
major Forrest Campbell ’11 for their research on the project.
Kyle began work on the project last summer, and then continued

the research for class credit in the fall.“Our goal when working with
students is to do research that’s not just repeating old experiments,
but hopefully doing something where we are contributing to new
scientific knowledge,” Dr. Scott says.“When we discover something—
maybe see a gene’s sequences for the first time, for example—we are
understanding God’s creation in a new way.”

The project is still in its early stages, but Dr. Scott hopes that their
findings will be useful to the Forest Preserve District of DuPage
County. He explains that depending on the results, the information
may influence how Dan Thompson manages the turtle population in
the future. Dr. Scott also hopes their work will heighten Christians’
awareness of ecological issues.

“It’s troubling to me when Christians look at ecological decay and
say, ‘What does it matter if we lose a turtle species? Or one bird
species? Or a beetle species?’” he says.“We shouldn’t defame our
Creator by making statements like that.”To Dr. Scott, uncovering the
mysteries of Blanding’s turtles and their DNA is a way to care about
something of value to God. He says,“Scientific research can be a form
of worship as we see parts of God’s creation for the first time.”

turtle have declined.The Blanding’s turtle is now listed as a threatened
species in Illinois.

“It’s like many other organisms–there aren’t as many today as there
were 20 years ago,” Dr. Scott says.“That’s just a bad sign for the
environment and certainly a bad sign for this organism. It is a unique
part of God’s creation and if we lose it, it’s gone forever.”

Dr. Scott and a few of his biology students began this collaborative
research project on the Blanding’s turtle last spring, working with 
Dan Thompson and with Dr. Jean Dubach, a geneticist and member 
of the Conservation Medicine Center of Chicago, who supplied some
of the equipment the team needs to analyze DNA.

By analyzing the turtles’ DNA, the research team hopes to determine
whether the Blanding’s turtles in DuPage County are using a typical
mating strategy called “multiple paternity.” During a mating season,
a female turtle might mate with multiple partners, and can store viable
sperm in her reproductive tract for months or even years.As a result,
a single clutch of baby turtles may have the same mother, but several
fathers.

“We want to look at this and see how often this happens,” Dr. Scott
says.“If it’s happening frequently, it may be a good thing for the
population. It’s a way for the males to get more genes into the next
generation. Or it may be that because the habitats are fragmented,
female turtles are not able to use this type of reproductive strategy as
often as they would in other places where these turtles are also found.
The goal of the project is to get a snapshot of what is really going on.”

He notes that they plan to compare their data with DNA results
from Blanding’s turtle populations in more remote natural areas.

Dr. Scott initially learned about Dan Thompson’s work with the
turtles through a newspaper article, and soon realized it might 
be an opportunity to undertake a practical project with his students.

As a geneticist, Dr. Scott developed the molecular components
necessary to attempt to isolate turtle DNA from blood samples, making
it possible to determine the paternity of turtles in different clutches.

W H E A T O N 2 3

T

Biology major Kyle Mayer ’10 prepares
blood samples from baby Blanding’s
turtles for DNA analysis. The research
team hopes to determine if the turtles
are using a typical mating strategy
called “multiple paternity.” The results
of the DNA analysis may help the
Forest Preserve District of DuPage
County know how to manage this
threatened species. 
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Images from senior portfolios:  engaging contemporary culture through art.

One of the things that I’ve loved about our art department 

is that, in spite of our many aesthetic and theoretical differences, all of

us on the faculty are deeply committed to understanding the role that

our artistic work plays in regard to the kingdom of God. 

We are convinced that our involvement with art is a calling through

which we play a part in making God’s kingdom manifest.

We pass this insight along to our students wrapped up in a wide 

variety of challenging assignments. In our Senior Seminar we unwrap

the issue and make it the focus of our study. 

Nora Howell
“After Kiki Smith”
Papier-mâché 
4' x 2'

Karly Olson
“Quetico”
Glazed Red
Earthenware Clay
8'' x 5'' x 5''
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What does it mean to be an artist in the kingdom of heaven? 

How can our artistic work invite, participate, and anticipate the

kingdom of heaven?  

In the Seminar, students are challenged to create a portfolio that

contains a personal mission statement.

These portfolios include images of the student’s artwork along 

with a strategy for how she or he intends to engage contemporary

culture.

They are designed to be presented to a potential “board of trustees,” 

an accountability group or community of advisors who

W H E A T O N 2 5

Whitney Edgecombe
Untitled
Cyanotype

Nate Filbert
Untitled
Digital Print
13'' x 19'' 
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top
Andrea Nordstrom
“Christian Service
Council Ministry
Promotion”
Graphic Design

below
Amy Coles
“Open”
Digital Print
11'' x 14'' 

left:
Amy Dykstra
“Open Hands”
Ceramic Sculpture (Stoneware)
10'' x 3''

below:
Kimmy Tolbert
“Girl With Birds, Istanbul”
Digital Image

will collaborate with individual artists to help them

accomplish their missions. 

Too often Christian artists have assumed that they have

to “go it alone.” The portfolios represent an intentional

effort on the artists’ part to be connected with

experienced advisors who

can assist them in

achieving God’s purposes

through the artistic gifts

that they have been given.

by Joel Sheesley ’72,

professor of art
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the Promise goal — 70% fulfilled

A new science center, faculty-to-
student mentoring, a renovated arts
building, evangelism, an addition
for Edman Chapel, endowed
scholarships—these are just a few
of the ambitious initiatives set out
by the unprecedented $260-million
Promise of Wheaton campaign. 

$183,000,000 given to date*

50% of undergraduate alumni have given

$110,200,000 given by alumni

66 households have given 
$500,000 or more, 

totaling 63% of gifts and pledges

133 new endowed scholarships

$24,400,000 given by 
businesses, foundations, organizations

*as of March 6, 2009

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
CAMPAIGN  REPORT SPR ING 2009
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shape the 
whole
student 
for Christ

keep
Wheaton 
affordable

campaign
total

provide 
excellent 
academic 
experience

*Total recieved as of 2.28.09 includes $4.1M in undesignated funds.

gifts / pledges* initiatives                   campaign goal

$ 44.5M The Sciences / New Science Center $84 .0 M

$ 13.2M The Arts / Adams Hall and Edman $24 .0 M

$ 12.9M The Library / Hastert Center $14 .0 M

$ 2.9M Faculty-to-Student Mentoring $18.0 M

$ 0.2 M Beyond-the-Classroom Learning $3.0 M

$ 1.0M Evangelism $2.0 M

$ 21.3M Endowed Scholarships $30.0 M

$ 22.2M The Wheaton Fund $27.0 M

$ 31.3M Planned Giving $40.0 M

$ 33.5M Other purposes $18.0 M

$ 183.0M The Promise of Wheaton campaign* $260.0 M

giving summary 

news

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O NT H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

This Endowed Scholarship Helps Hispanics
When Trula and Ernest Jaffarian first met their son-in-law, Daniel Chavez ’03, M.A.

’04, he had already accomplished a great deal. Overcoming the hurdles of learning

a new language and culture early, Daniel was the first in his family to graduate

from college, and the first to earn a master's degree as well. While at Wheaton,

Daniel balanced his studies with a part-time job to support himself financially.

Through Daniel, the Jaffarians learned more about Chicago’s large Hispanic

population, and the need for college-educated leadership. This heightened

awareness inspired them to establish the Jaffarian-Chavez Family Fund in 2006.

Says Trula, “We want Hispanics to know that this is available, and we also hope

others will see the tremendous need. Currently our fund can only help one student,

but our hope is that more opportunities will be made available for Hispanics to 

get the benefit of a quality Christian higher education.”

Daniel Chavez ’03, M.A.’04 works with English Language Learners in the public

schools, and the Jaffarian’s daughter, Tara Jaffarian Chavez ’03, is a school social

worker.

You Hold The Promise
Headlines may not tell the whole story, but they can convey the hottest topics

of the day. Here are some from a recent online report of the Chronicle of

Higher Education:

•  “Reports Show College Endowments at Lowest since 1970s”

•  “Frozen Credit and Government Payments Leave Nonprofit Groups

Struggling”

•  “Advice for Donors Who Cannot Fulfill Pledges”

This small snapshot shows that the global financial crisis has hit higher

education. While this news spells uncertainty for The Promise of Wheaton

campaign, we remember that our call is to be faithful. In March, your gifts

totaled more than $183 million, 70 percent of our goal. And while we are not

at the pace we need to stay on course, we’re encouraged that God’s people

continue to faithfully support us. Please continue to pray with us and find hope,

as we do, in the Author of stories such as these:

• One alumnus named a space in the new science building in honor of his

wife, a doctor who has devoted her career to serving in the inner city despite

lucrative opportunities elsewhere. For Christmas, he told her about the gift of

$200,000 to Wheaton. She said it was the best gift she had ever received.

• A donor had seen his business drop 50 percent in the last months—an

occurrence unprecedented in 40 years. Although their pledge is paid off, he

and his wife sent in an additional $100,000 in December.

• An alumni couple, whose lifetime giving to Wheaton totaled less than

$1,000, heard the case for supporting Wheaton’s mission and committed

$200,000 to the campaign.

A Benchmark to Celebrate
During a five-year campaign, it’s easy to

focus on the next goal and to forget to look

back with thanks for how far we’ve come. That’s

why we felt it was time to celebrate that, as of this spring, 50 percent 

of undergraduate alumni have now given to The Promise over the course 

of the campaign. Thank you, alumni, for your faithful support of Wheaton 

even during uncertain times.

50%

ce
le

bra
te
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youholdThePromise

Our goal is to stay busy in the King’s business until we wear out,”
says Joe Bulicek ’58, M.A. ’62, speaking for his wife Dorothy as well. 

Some Wheaton graduates go on to become pastors and missionaries.
But many others, such as Joe, minister in other ways. A history
major, Joe earned a master’s in theology, intending to become a
professor. But with four children and a wife to support, he began
working as an insurance salesman, and later as a real estate broker. 

Soon to celebrate their 58th wedding anniversary, Dorothy says that
as a businessman, her husband has used his Wheaton education all
through his life, including “leading Bible studies in our home, teaching
Sunday school, serving on numerous church and ministry boards.” 

Out of “humble appreciation for the school that has meant so
much in our lives,” Joe and Dorothy joined the Wheaton
Associates. Their four children went to Wheaton, and this year, the
first of their 15 grandchildren is a freshman. Joe says of Wheaton,
“It’s always been my first choice.”

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON

To learn more, contact:
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise 
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving

Meet Your Rep
These nine regional directors of development tell Wheaton’s story

to families and individuals throughout the U.S., sharing

opportunities to partner with the College through giving. When you

invest in Wheaton, students benefit from lower tuition costs.

The College is perennially rated a financial value in higher

education, thanks largely to all of you who come alongside us with

your generosity. We are indeed grateful.

Brian Gardner
Director of Development

Jeff Baxter ’03
Director of Principal Gifts 

Corey Noonan ’03
Western region

Tom Farley
Central region

Dave Lawrenz ’74
Southwest region

John Peays ’00
Chicago region

Wayne Frey
Great Lakes region

Michael Kelley ’06
Southeast region

Vince Pierotti ’83
Northeast region

1 

2 3 4

5 6 7

“

Why? Ministry.

You can reach your regional director by calling 800-525-9906 or 

by emailing development@wheaton.edu.
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they hadn’t yet met. The Hakeses were

married for 62 years until Lois’ passing

in 2004. 

Originally built as a gymnasium, Adams

Hall was one of the finest buildings of

its kind in the Midwest at the time of its

completion in 1899. A Record reporter

described it as “commodious and

beautiful,” noting 110 years ago that it

was “heated by steam, and lighted by

electricity.” 

The gymnasium featured a bowling alley

in the basement and a suspended

circular track on the second floor. John

Quincy Adams, the major benefactor of

the gymnasium (and a cousin of the

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

A Multipurpose Building

In its 110 years, Adams
Hall has served many
uses—even that of being
a matchmaker. 

For some Wheaton alumni, Adams Hall

is the building where they bought

books, met friends for coffee, took an art

class, or learned to bowl. 

For Jim Hakes ’68, Adams Hall is where

his family’s story begins.

Jim remembers touring Wheaton’s

campus with his parents, J. Edward

Hakes ’37 and Lois Wyngarden Hakes

’38, at a Homecoming Weekend in 1954. 

“For my father, the high point of the

tour was pointing to the cut stone entry

steps at Adams Hall, saying, ‘I sat on this

spot when I saw your mother for the

first time.’” In family lore, Ed decided

then and there to marry Lois, although

Adams
Hall

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

During the past months, Adams

Hall (“The Gymnasium”) has

received a large addition and an

extensive renovation—thanks to

gifts from alumni and friends

who contributed to The Promise

of Wheaton campaign.

New Life for an Old Building
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Now, after almost 30 years as the home

of the art department, Adams Hall has

been expanded by 70 percent to

include a 70-seat lecture hall, more

classrooms for painting, photography,

and graphic design, and an outdoor

sculpture garden. The expanded

building was dedicated March 17.

Bringing couples together may be the

most unusual of the building’s many

functions. During an earlier

modification to Adams Hall, Jim Hakes

obtained part of the very stone where

his father sat when he saw his mother.

He presented it to his parents, and now

it is in his father’s home—and is the

family’s stone of remembrance. 

second and sixth U.S. presidents),

dedicated it “to the youth of Wheaton.” 

Through the years, the building has also

included literary society halls and locker

rooms; the bookstore, post office, and

the Stupe (student snack shop); an Army

barracks; headquarters for the wrestling

team; the anthropology and sociology

departments, duplicating services, and

the vocational guidance counselor’s

office; and a library annex. 

In 1982, the art department moved into

the main level and the old gym’s floor.

And, in 1983, after 85 years of calling the

building “the gymnasium,” the College

named the building for its benefactor.

youholdThePromise

Why shouldn’t the finest professors, students, athletes, and artists in
the world come from a Christian college?” asks Greg Thompson,
director of corporate communication for Chick-fil-A, Inc. 

When Greg and his wife, Mary Belle, embarked on the search for
colleges with their oldest son, Will ’11, Wheaton wasn’t on their
radar yet. “The more we investigated, the more we felt Wheaton was
the best school in the country when it came to embracing the fully
formed definition of godly excellence—excellence in academics, the
arts and athletics, as well as excellence in its commitment to
spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ,” notes Greg.

A Spanish major who also speaks Japanese, Will attends a
Japanese church with Professor of Mathematics Dr. Paul Isihara.
“To be at a place where the professors interact and develop
relationships with undergraduate students has broadened Will’s
horizons, and ignited his passion for learning,” says Greg. 

When the time came for the couple’s son, Andrew ’13 to apply, he
didn’t look elsewhere. “It’s the best; why would I want to go
anywhere else?” he says. 

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
To learn more, contact:
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise 
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving

“

Why? Excellence.
Greg, Mary Belle, Will ’11, and Andrew ’13

58559_pp14-31_u1.qxd  3/31/09  4:39 PM  Page 31



WHEATONalumni

3 2 S P R I N G  2 0 0 9

Alumni Relations

Vice President for Advancement

and Alumni Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Alumni Association

President

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

President-Elect

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Past President

Robert D. Dye ’73

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49

Alumni Trustee Representatives

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Robert D. Dye ’73

Board of Directors

Serving through 2009

Donald S. Amsler ’58

Egil H. Anderson ’61

Jad Jabbour ’07

Adonya Seldon Little ’90

Christopher M. Perciante ’78

Linda Rensink Perciante ’77

Serving through 2010

Douglas Ambler ’90 

Mer Crow ’57

Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 

Christopher Jahns ’82

Patty Klepack Mann ’82

Norman Mindrebo ’80

Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 

David Patterson ’53

Lauren Pfister ’08

Serving through 2011

Tobias Eng ’01

Jane Hatfield Erickson ’78

Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74

Mary Ashley Miller ’69

Adam Phillips ’96

by Matt Hsieh ’93,

President

Wheaton College

Alumni Association

We all enjoy a good story—stories of victorious underdogs, stories of incredible 

sacrifice, and stories of redemption. These themes not only recur in fairy tales but also

in the stories of our alumni. Allow me to share two recent stories that inspired me:

Last November, the Santa Barbara fires destroyed 22 Westmont College buildings,

including the dorm that housed some of the men’s soccer team as well as the home of

its coach, his wife, and five children. Wheaton alumnus Phil Wolf ’92, the Azusa Pacific

coach, was to play Westmont the next Saturday for the right to defend their 2007 NAIA

championship. Instead of winning by forfeit, Phil’s team postponed the game, and

housed and fed their homeless opponents. Westmont, the decided underdog, defeated

Azusa 2-0. A Los Angeles Times columnist quoted, “Rarely in Southern California sports

has there been a better show of sportsmanship than this, Azusa Pacific sacrificing its

chance at a title defense to give Westmont a fair shot at taking it.” Even though 

they lost, I’m sure Coach Phil had much to discuss at their family Thanksgiving: the

Westmont coach is Phil’s older brother and fellow alumnus, Dave Wolf ’86.

Wheaton has been known for the quality of its education, but the value of a Wheaton

education lies not in what type of job we carry, but how we carry out the job we have.

I recently shared a meal with Ashley Richardson ’09 who was the only believer in her

family and the first ever to go to college. She transferred to Wheaton as a sophomore

seeking Christian community. When asked what experience she will remember most,

Ashley told how her nephew had died during her sophomore finals week. During this

difficult time, her professors not only allowed her to postpone her exams, but also took

time to pray with her. One professor even opened up her home for Ashley to take her

test after the campus had closed for the holidays.

I believe in the mission of Wheaton because it is a community of believers with the sole

purpose of trying to live out the love of God. A Wheaton education is not just a 

stepping stone into the working world, but also a launching pad into life. I am proud to

be an alumnus of Wheaton and hope, one day, to see my two-year-old write her 

own Wheaton story.

Every night before bed, my two-year-old daughter pleads, 

“Daddy, tell me a story.”

Drs. Matt and

Jennie Hsieh with

their daughters

Elia (left) and

Adeline.
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Make your recommendation

Emily Rice, a sophomore from Katy, Texas, became interested in

Wheaton after talking with an alumni couple from her church.

How did you hear about Wheaton College?

My dad told me about Wheaton, and I researched it online. At about the same time,

I talked with a friend’s parents, Tom ’77 and Susan Schofield Wright ’77. Susan was

thrilled to discover my interest, and I remember her telling me, “It was just so 

much fun!” My mom jokingly reminded Susan to tell me about the high academic

standards and spiritual atmosphere, but Susan just told me stories of fun times with

friends and her “chapel buddy” (now husband). She even came with my parents 

and me when we visited the school in October of my senior year.

Would you have applied if Susan hadn’t told you about her
experience?

The Lord used Susan to encourage me and cause me to think more seriously about

attending. After talking with her, Wheaton definitely became my top choice. I was 

initially worried that Wheaton students were all overly studious and maybe even 

antisocial, but Susan's stories reassured me that the school was filled with many types

of students who love to have fun in creative ways.

Is Wheaton what you expected?

I guess you could say I expected an adventure and that is what I have gotten. I have

already grown immensely these past couple of years.

What would you tell high school students about Wheaton?

I would tell them that Wheaton is a place that will stretch them. Aside from the academics

and the incredible reputation in both the Christian and secular worlds, an aspect I love

about Wheaton is the people. Whether it’s a professor who invites me over to her 

home for dinner to discuss a class lecture, or a friend who notices I am having a hard 

day and offers a quick prayer between classes—never have I been so surrounded by 

Christ-followers. I cannot imagine myself having gone anywhere else.

Tell a high school student about Wheaton and you might just

change a life.

Wheaton is a special place. It’s not a perfect place, but there 
is no other place where I would have wanted to go through 
the inevitable ‘ups and downs’ of the college years than at
Wheaton. As the years pass, I’m also more convinced that
Wheaton left me a legacy of tremendous value,” says attorney
Adam Phillips ’96, who joined the Alumni Association’s Board of
Directors this year.

He appreciates the opportunity Wheaton provided for 
his “young mind to range over a host of complicated and inter-
esting questions while being guided by people of faith.” 

Married to classical soprano Christina Sanchez Phillips ’98 
with two daughters and a baby on the way, Adam 
says, “When I think back to being in classrooms full of Christians
sincerely seeking truth within a broad range of 
disciplines, I can’t help but hope my daughters get the same
opportunity.”

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON

“

Why? Value.

To learn more, contact:
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise 
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving

youholdThePromise
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clubs
ALUMNIassociation

Dr. Jill Lederhouse ’75, 

education

Dr. Jerry Root, 

evangelism and leadership

Dr. Mark Amstutz, 

politics and international relations

F A C U L T Y  P H O T O S :  A N G E L  M C G R A T H  C O N N E R  ’ 0 4

JAPAN

President Litfin meets with alumni and

friends at Tokyo Christian University.

Row 1: Sumiye Kokubu Kakitani ’73, Masaki

Kakitani M.Div. ’72, Duane Litfin, Emi

Miyanaga ’10, Faith Brooks De La Cour ’77

Row 2: Amber Fontenot ’07, Shin-Hae Kim

’02, Don Regier ’70, Jonathan Reasoner

’77, Stan De La Cour M.A. ’82, Makoto

Inoue M.A. ’88.

HONG KONG

Dr. Litfin spends time with alumni in Hong Kong.

Row 1: Stella Siu M.A. '92, Erica Liu Wollin Psy.D. ’98, Rufina

Wong M.A. ’05, Yoshiko Kozawa ’12. Row 2: Wade Wollin '94,

Duane Litfin, Greg Anderson ’77. Not pictured: Richard Wu ’04.

ENGLAND  

Alumni and friends gather in Bakewell, England, to enjoy

a prolonged brunch at the home of hosts Dan ’69 and

Julia Zamoyski, a sightseeing walk around Bakewell,

and an evening meal at a local Italian restaurant.

(clockwise from lower left) James McCaskill ’95,

Christopher McDermott M.A. ’86, Rosemarie McDermott,

Carolyn Wilson McDermott M.A.’87, Len Harvey, Dan

Zamoyski ’69 (Zamie when at Wheaton), Julia Zamoyski,

Imchaba Bendang Wati M.A. ’49, D.D. ’70, Michael

Apichella M.A. ’84, Judith Apichella, Catherine Olson ’92.

Wheaton Club events are a great way to meet alumni, parents, and friends

of Wheaton and to maintain a connection with the College no matter 

where you live. Working with local leaders, the Wheaton Clubs program

brings Wheaton to you through faculty speakers and a variety of social

events. Don’t miss out on your next local Club event!

Again this spring, faculty members are traveling to Wheaton Clubs around

the country to give lectures about their areas of expertise. To see a 

full list of 2009 faculty presenters and to download previous lectures, visit

wheatonalumni.org/clubs.

around the globe
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Alumni Weekend
wheaton college

Schedule of Events

Friday–May 8, 2009

10 AM–5 PM Alumni Welcome Center

Evening Class Reunion Events

8 PM Festival of Faith Concert

Saturday–May 9, 2009

8 AM Wheaton Associates Breakfast

8:30–10:30 AM Alumni Welcome Center

10–11 AM A Twelve Year Tale: The Apprenticeship of 
Billy Graham, 1938–1949

11:30 AM All-Alumni Spring Luncheon

Afternoon Class Reunion Programs and Photos

Evening Class Reunion Events

May 8–9, 2009

We welcome the classes of
’34, ’39 , ’44, ’49 , ’54, ’59 , ’64, ’69 , ’74, & ’79
back to campus for their reunions.
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travel with us
ALUMNIassociation

June 5-19,
2009
Sold Out

Ch
ina

Gr
ee

ce

June 5-19,
2009
Sold Out

March 16-31,
2010  

June 5-19,
2009
Sold Out

Ob
er

am
m

er
ga

u

June 17-28,
2010  

June 5-19,
2009
Sold Out

Ita
ly

October 11-22,
2010  

Au
st

ria
/

Ge
rm

an
y

Wheaton provides 

opportunities for alumni,

parents, and other

friends of the College to

travel the world, experi-

ence different cultures,

and enjoy the vast 

wealth of God’s creation.

Wheaton faculty and

alumni who are experts

in each destination’s

geography, history, and

culture often lead our

trips.

For more information:

www.wheaton.edu/alumni

Wheaton is sending more

and more information by

email, so stay connected!

You set your subscription

options so that you only

receive emails that interest

you. Worried that we might

inundate your inbox with too

many emails? Ninety-five

percent of alumni say they

receive just the right

amount—and in some cases

not enough—information

from the College. Emails vary

in frequency, but on average,

you’ll hear from us about

once a month.

You can send or update your

email address by contacting

alumni@wheaton.edu or

630.752.5047.

When you think of vacation travel, think of Wheaton.
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On January 22, 2009, we10 held its

second annual “Blanchard Birthday

Bash,” honoring the birthday of

Wheaton College’s first president,

Jonathan Blanchard. Alumni Relations

employee Cole Armerding ’08,

grandson of President Emeritus

Hudson T. Armerding ’41, celebrated

the occasion by dressing as Jonathan

Blanchard and greeting students.

A family reunion of four generations of Blanchards:

Jonathan Blanchard’s great-granddaughter Lillian

Weaver Smith, his great-great-great-granddaughter

Hillary Truty ’12, Jonathan Blanchard himself, and 

his great-great-grandaughter Heidi Smith Truty ’82.

Ashley Gaffney ’11 is overwhelmed to meet 

President Blanchard.

President Litfin meets his predecessor.

Wheaton College’s favorite

February holiday, Tuition

Freedom Day, was February

10. Tuition Freedom Day

represents the “two-thirds

point” in the academic year

when tuition dollars stop

covering the cost of a stu-

dent’s education, and the

generous support of alumni,

parents, and friends begins

covering the final one-third.

Students were encouraged

to “show some love” and

wrote notes of thanks.

Visit www.we10.org to see

a student-produced Tuition

Freedom Day video.

w
w

w
.w

e10.org
Blanchard

Birthday Bash
2009

Thanks for helping 
me celebrate my 

198th birthday!

I
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The Centenarian Sisterhood

THE LETTERS STARTED

Two Wheaton alumnae remain best friends—after 84 years.

by Christy Heitger

before the two

students even met. Elizabeth Shirk Blackstone ’27

had been assigned to be a “big sister” to Virginia

Emery Fuller ’29 when she arrived on Wheaton’s

campus. So before the semester started, Betty

wrote Virginia to let her know that she would meet

her at the train station.

In September 1925, the train rolled into the

Chicago station. As the whistle blew and Virginia

gathered her things, her stomach fluttered with

apprehension. But a moment later, when she met

Betty, her anxiety melted away.

Right from the start, Betty made Ginny feel at

home by showing her around campus, introduc-

ing her to other girls in the literary society, and

taking her to football games.

The two young women became fast friends—and

before long they were inseparable. Sometimes,

when Betty worked a shift in the cafeteria, Ginny

would join her in setting tables just to keep her

pal company.

Their friendship continued after the women

earned their diplomas. Through letters and 

occasional visits, they continued to share life’s

celebrations, as well as more difficult times.

Soon after she graduated, Betty and her husband

Bill served as missionaries in China. Though Bill

spoke Chinese fluently, Betty did not. During

these years, Ginny’s regular, thoughtful letters

helped Betty feel connected to home.

“Mother got really homesick,” says Betty’s daugh-

ter, Tahdi Blackstone. “Ginny offered her a des-

perately needed touch of home.”

When WWII began, Betty was also able to confide

things to her best friend. Living overseas was

scary during wartime. Betty, her husband, and

their three children never knew when or where a

bomb might explode next.

“When bombs went off, Mother would cover our

bodies with hers so that shrapnel would go into

her body and not ours,” Tahdi recalls. “That had to

be terrifying for her, but she wouldn’t show us her

fear. She only shared that kind of thing with

Ginny.”

Betty and Ginny helped each other through other

heart-wrenching times as well—like the death of

Betty’s infant daughter—named Ginny Lee, after

her best friend. And both women have endured

one of life’s most painful experiences—the death

of a spouse.

“I was married for 56 years when my husband

David passed away 21 years ago,” says Ginny.

“Betty lost her husband a few years before that.

That’s a bond that we share, because we know

how difficult it is to move forward without your

partner by your side.”

Through the years, these friends have sent each

other birthday cards, never missing a year. Betty,

now 103 years old, lives in Pasadena, California;

Ginny, who turned 101 in February, lives in Grand

Rapids, Michigan. Now that traveling is difficult,

they rely on letters, like the first one Betty sent

Ginny so many years ago.

“I don’t need to see Betty to know she’s thinking

of me,” Ginny says. Betty feels the same way.

When her daughter, Tahdi, asked Betty what she

wanted to write in Ginny’s birthday card this year,

Betty’s response reflected the warmth between

them.

She said, “Write, ‘Happy Birthday, Ginny, with  a

lifetime of love, and more each day.’”

alumni news

W H E A T O N 4 3
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VALERIE PARR HILL M.A. ’82 is on

the set of Heartfelt Home, the TV show she hosts

on the retail network QVC. Artfully adjusting quilts,

toile coverlets, and sheets from her line of home

decorating items, she explains how the fabric and

layers provide comfort. A viewer calls into the pro-

gram, offering an endorsement: “If Valerie is

putting out sheets, they have to be good!”

Although Valerie never planned to have her own

TV show, she sees God’s hand in her journey.

“When you look back on your Christian walk, you

can see points in your life that are true moorings.”

For Valerie, her Wheaton years served as one of

these moorings. During that time, she earned a

master’s degree in communications, met her hus-

band, Will M.A. ’77, and worked on staff as direc-

tor of communications during the capital cam-

paign that raised funds for the Billy Graham

Center. Over the next few years, she worked in

other fundraising positions. But always on the

Right at Home

How did this alumna go from

communications to QVC?

by Linda MacKillop
side, Valerie enjoyed taking on decorating pro-

jects—recovering a couch with a friend here,

fashioning an upholstered headboard there.

Then after the birth of their first son, Will encour-

aged Valerie to pursue her longtime interest in

home decorating. A sales rep at the time for a line

of wreaths, Valerie took them to QVC for network

buyers to consider. “When I did, a buyer came

out, loved the wreaths, and decided to do a full-

hour premiere show,” she says.

With her background in communications,

Valerie’s “Decorating with Wreaths” show did so

well that soon she began adding an ever-widen-

ing array of products. And now, 16 years later,

Valerie’s current show features home fashions

from about 25 different vendors, and she and her

team have moved from selecting products to

designing 90 percent of what they offer.

Will is now CFO of the Valerie Parr Hill Company,

and their two teenage sons at times suggest

products or help in the office after school. “Our

home has become a testing lab for products to

see if something will wear well. It’s been fun to

bring things home and have everybody comment

on it,” she says, noting in retrospect how, “all of

our different experiences in life have layered to

bring us where we are.”

These days Valerie identifies with the sandwich

generation, juggling the parenting of teens with the

care of her 94-year-old mother-in-law and a whirl-

wind work schedule that often takes her away from

home for gift shows, vendor meetings, or promo-

tional shoots. Fortunately Valerie thrives on the var-

ied rhythm of her days. “Sitting in a chair with

emails and my computer all day is just not me,” she

says, adding that she couldn’t do what she does

successfully without Will’s support at home.

At QVC, she’s been fortunate enough to find

Christian community. “A number of other hosts are

the sweetest sisters in the Lord,” she says. And

while working in live television provides plenty of

opportunity to be “salt and light” as she and her

team manage the on-air stress and pressure, she

says, “I love that we are helping folks not only

dress their homes beautifully, but to entertain with

ease so their focus can be on the people.”

After years of working in home

decorating, what’s this TV host’s

best tip? One of the most important

investments you can make for your

living room or family room is a

neutral couch in a solid color—that

way you can transform the room

with paint, or dress it for the

seasons with pillows and a throw,

or update the look with a new

window scarf.
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A Gleam of Evangelium
A blend of friendship and mentoring leads to the fulfillment of a dream—

a published children’s story—for one alumna.

Afton Banks Rorvik ’83 and Helen Siml

de Vette ’45, professor of English, a friendship

was born in the late 1970s in an English class

in Blanchard Hall. Although Afton had only two

courses with her, she says this teacher had such

a way of making her feel “at home,” that a

friendship remains strong to this day.

“In Helen’s presence,” Afton says, “I can be sim-

ply who I am—a woman in process who loves

words.”

Professor de Vette joined the English faculty at

Wheaton in 1948 and began her career teach-

ing freshman writing and American and English

literature survey courses. She is married to Dr.

Robert de Vette ’41, professor of Spanish emer-

itus, who taught at Wheaton for 31 years. During

her last 17 years at Wheaton, before her retire-

ment in 1982, she taught children’s literature.

Although Helen’s love for children’s literature

was awakened during the latter part of her

career, it became her passion. In a paper written

in 1974, she argued that happy endings in chil-

dren’s literature are “neither a romantic con-

trivance nor an accident.”

In fact, she argued, “J. R. R. Tolkien . . . sug-

gested that the happy endings of fairy tales are

gleams of the evangelium,” (the Greek word for

the gospel).

FOR

alumni news

During Helen’s years at Wheaton, J. R. R. Tolkien

was still alive, and had close ties to the College’s

English department. The British author was a

friend of Dr. Clyde S. Kilby, the department chair.

“The Wade Collection—none of it would exist

without Kilby,” Helen says. But when she thinks

about her years working with Dr. Kilby, she is

most impressed with how he inspired others.

“I’ll tell you what it was. It was community,”

Helen says, remembering the English depart-

ment under Dr. Kilby’s leadership. “You start with

someone as warm and inspiring as Kilby, and the

whole thing clicks.”

Echoing Helen’s compliment of Dr. Kilby, Afton

calls her friend an encourager. “In the midst of

an intense academic world, Helen’s encourage-

ment was so nurturing. It still is. I have never

met anyone with such a gift of encouragement,”

Afton says.

Helen responds by explaining that with gifted stu-

dents like Afton, “I would simply tell them they

were talented. I think it’s true of any of us as we’re

developing: if somebody can see us differently

than we see ourselves, if they tell us we are tal-

ented, that can make all the difference.”

About a decade ago, Afton asked Helen to serve as

her mentor. When she took Helen’s course on chil-

dren’s literature all those years ago, she decided

she wanted to write her own children’s book.

Just last year Afton’s book Palace of Ice: The

True Story of Leadville’s Ice Palace was pub-

lished. “When I got the contract, I ran right over

to her house. We had shared this dream togeth-

er,” she explains.

And that, to be sure, is a gleam of evangelium—

and a very happy ending.

by Jennifer Grant ’89 

PRO
FIL

E
58559_pp32-57_u2.qxd  3/31/09  4:45 PM  Page 50



by Jennifer Grant ’89

1930s1920s
1929

2009

Bound Up in 80 Years of Alumni Magazines

Eight decades of 
alumni magazines

The Stories of Our Lives
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Wheaton magazine 
celebrates its 

80th anniversary

1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s

Edwin Powell Hubble changed the course of cosmology,
proposing the theory of an expanding universe, with
galaxies receding—ever faster—away from the Earth.
The world’s population was 2 billion, and 120 million 
of those people lived in the U.S. That August, Babe Ruth
set a record with 500 homeruns. And in October, the stock
market crashed, triggering the Great Depression. 

But in January of 1929, when the decade still seemed 
to roar, Wheaton College published its first alumni 
magazine, The Wheaton Alumni Quarterly. That 
inaugural issue opened with a reflection by Herman 
A. Fischer, chairman of the Board of Trustees, who
expressed his hopes for the new publication. Referring to
the Wheaton experience his readers kept in their 
memories, he asked if this new journal could “bring back
the College that was.” His answer, steeped in a 
melancholy awareness of the passage of time, was as true
for alumni in 1929 as in 2009:  “To us the College will
never appear just as it did, since we cannot again be just
who we were.” 

Eighty years of alumni magazines, bound into many 
volumes, now reside on bookshelves in the editor’s office.
They are a treasure trove of history, an archive whose

value cannot be measured. Beginning with that first issue
of The Wheaton Alumni Quarterly, the magazine has
reported news about campus, faculty, students, alumni,
and other friends. And what began simply as stories 
of Wheaton and its people has over the course of almost a
century—issue by issue—become a chronicle of a culture,
the church, our nation, and the world. 

These magazines have given evidence of the Lord’s faith-
fulness. They also have reminded us of our transient 
existence; a quick look through the old magazines reveals
that we are not so different from previous generations. 
In these old issues are announcements about track meets
and organ recitals; faculty retirements and new hires;
marriages, deaths, and births; jobs that alumni have
found and callings to missionary service. 

In his essay for The Quarterly, Fischer wrote, “The

Quarterly can show us our College of today—not perhaps
what we expected. . . . . Yet it is our College. Essentially
what it then did it is now doing—on a broader scale, with
wider opportunities, yet with the same ideals, the same
purposes.”

Today, Wheaton magazine can, with all truth, report the
same. 

1929. Martin Luther King, Jr. was born—and Jacqueline Bouvier,
Anne Frank, and Yasser Arafat. In February, President Calvin Coolidge

established Grand Teton National Park. A few weeks later, Herbert Hoover became President.
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1980s 1990s 2000s

1863 Louisa Cook Hemenway is now living in

Sacramento, California. She is eighty-six years old.

1873 Arthur M. Blunt is a physician and surgeon in

Clinton, Iowa. He has been practicing for 51 years.

1876  W. I. Wheaton, a farmer and builder, and a trustee

of the college, lives in Wheaton.

1877  Hon. Orrin N. Carter died . . .August 15, 1928. . . .

Judge Carter was a member of the Illinois Supreme Court for

eighteen years. . . . Undoubtedly the hard and exacting work

which attends the office of justice of the Supreme Court con-

tributed to the paralytic stroke which ultimately brought his

untimely end.

1877  Dr. Frances C. Blanchard practices medicine in

Wheaton and is physical examiner for women at the College.

1881  Dr. Elsie Dow is still a pillar of the institution. If

you don’t know it, she teaches English literature in the College

and substitutes in almost any other department when the

need arises.

1883 A. B. Stratton is attorney for Armour & Co. and his

office and his residence are in Chicago.

1897 Faith Fischer Johnson, who lives in Batavia,

Illinois, asks “What is the position of a mother anyhow?” She

is not able to define but is quite sure that there is plenty of

occupation included in it.

1899  Frank E. Herrick holds the office of Police

Magistrate of the City of Wheaton.

1904 The Cook Oratorical Prize is a recent gift of

Jonathan B. Cook to Wheaton. The income from a sum of

$500 is used each year to promote oratory in the College, and

prizes of $15, $10 and $5, are given the winners in annual

Wheaton magazine 
celebrates its 
80th anniversary

Excerpts from  
‘Quarterly’ issues published 
in 1929.

competition. Mr. Cook is the head of Jonathan B. Cook &

Co., Accountants, Chicago.

1912 The Turkish government has permitted Rev. Paul

Nilson and Harriet Fischer Nilson to reopen the American

School for Boys. . . and they are rejoicing in this renewed

opportunity.

1919 Stella Fisher Kerns writes that she is a house-

wife and glad of it.

1919 Effie Jane Wheeler is Assistant Professor of

English at Northern Illinois State Teachers College at DeKalb.

1923 Rev. Newberry and Kittie Mackenzie Cox left

this fall for Guatemala. . . . Their work will be among the as

yet unreached Del Nortes Indians . . . with a view to transla-

tion of the Scriptures.

1923  Enock C. Dyrness is Registrar in the College,

Associate Professor of Education . . . as well as helping to

raise money for the college. Enock always was a busy man.

1923  Eddie Coray returned in September, 1926, to

his Alma Mater to coach athletics.

1924 Kenneth ’24, and Margaret Mortenson

Landon ’25, have been moved to Trang, Malay Peninsula,

via Penang, Siam, where Kenneth . . . has a parish of near-

ly two million souls.

1926 Eugene Haldeman and Della Kinsey

Haldeman included Wheaton and the Alumni Banquet in

their honeymoon trip.

1926 James Schreiber is doing pioneer missionary

work in northwestern Minnesota. . . . He holds Bible studies

in school houses, shacks, and wherever he can get an

entrance.
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Dr. Daniel I. Block, Gunther H. Knoedler
Professor of Old Testament, editor
Israel:Ancient Kingdom or Late Invention?
(B&H Academic, 2008)
A collection of essays from leading Bible
and archaeology scholars, including
colleagues John H.Walton and James
Hoffmeier, disputing claims that Israel
and its history began after the
Babylonian exile.

Dr. Jillian Lederhouse, professor and 
chair of education
Life Lessons through a Teacher’s Eyes
(Purposeful Design Publications, 2008)
A reflection on lessons learned over
thirty years of parenting, mentoring, and
teaching, recalling key people and life-
shaping experiences.

Gregory K. Beale, Kenneth T.Wessner
Endowed Chair of Biblical Studies and
Professor of New Testament.
We Become What We Worship
(InterVarsity Press Academic, 2008)
A biblical theology of idolatry based on
Isaiah 6, tracing the theme throughout
the biblical canon.

Dr. Gene L. Green, professor of biblical 
and theological studies
Jude & 2 Peter
(Baker Academic, 2008)
A chapter-by-chapter exegetical
commentary including detailed
discussions of the Greek texts 
and the context in which they were
written.

Jane Beal, visiting assistant professor of
English
Sanctuary
(Finishing Line Press, 2008)
This collection of poems ushers readers
into the sacredness of this life through a
celebration of childhood, of memories,
and of place.

Recommended Reading 

from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 
individual research and publish books and articles.  
Here are some of the more recent books.

Ancient Faith for the Church’s Future

(InterVarsity Press, 2008)

Jeffrey Greenman and Mark Husbands edit this collection of 

essays from the 2007 Wheaton Theology Conference. Wheaton 

colleagues George Kalantzis, Nicholas Perrin, and Michael Graves

contribute essays demonstrating the vitality and significance of the

early church for contemporary Christian witness and practice. Essay

topics include retrieving the past with integrity; reading Scripture;

the social practices and theology of the early church; and the 

interaction between emerging churches and ancient Christianity.

Order Ancient Faith for the Church’s Future and any other 

faculty books from the Wheaton College Bookstore: online,

www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, (630) 752-5119; or by writing

Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Gerald R. Root, assistant professor and
associate director of Billy Graham Center
Institute of Strategic Evangelism
C. S. Lewis and a Problem of Evil
(Pickwick Publications, 2009)
An examination of the arguments against
subjectivism in the published works of 
C. S. Lewis.
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insights in our time.What can we do in
our own world to draw attention to the
Word, enhance the ministries of the
church, and deepen faith? What can be
done to encourage Christians to pay
attention to the divine, thinking
biblically, theologically, about their daily
lives? 

May God help our Christian leaders
not to be clones of men like Edwards,
but to be filled with a similar passion
for mature, Christian thinking and
living today.

Our world is more equitable, resource-
ful, and ecumenical than Edwards’.
But Edwards dwelled in a pre-industrial,
“Protestant” civilization, that, on the
surface, proved more conducive to the
ministry of words—and of the Word. Its
pastors were theologians; its theologians
were pastors. People expected ordained
clergy to spend the bulk of their time
preparing to minister the Word to them
in depth and rich detail.They wanted
pastors to be learned more than flashy,
therapeutic, businesslike, or even
approachable.They paid attention to
words, biblical words most of all, and
knew their Bibles well.

No wonder it is impossible to duplicate
Edwards’ ministry. No wonder many 
are tempted to despair in failing to do so.
His world had much to commend it.
But, like ours, it seethed with violence,
fear, and grief. Its leaders were often
publicly frustrated by spiritual lethargy.
They, too, assumed that the grass was
greener somewhere else in time.They,
too, looked for resources that would give
them needed perspective on the
challenges of their day.

In studying Edwards’ life, we mustn’t
search for a time machine that we can
use to live in his world. Instead, we must
ask ourselves how we can apply his

onathan Edwards (1703-1758) is
the most influential thinker in
evangelical history.As a parish
pastor, missionary, and college

teacher, he sparked a movement of
Reformed evangelicals who fueled the
rise of modern missions, preached
revivals, and wielded the cutting edge of
American theology. Edwards’ widely read
works have never gone out of print.
Younger Christians continue to flock to
seminars and conferences about his life
and ministry.

The more I teach Jonathan Edwards to
my seminary students, the more I realize
it is impossible to duplicate his ministry.
Not that I have tried. I have never been
so foolish as to think that I could make
Edwards clones of the people in my
classes. I must admit, however, that I am
so compelled by Edwards’ devotion to
the reality of the divine, the divinity of
the Bible, and the Bible’s importance for
life, that I have found myself attempting
to make it contagious. So many of my
students, moreover, have caught the
Edwards bug that they feel guilty, all too
often, for failing to minister as he did.

Yet it’s important to recognize that
today’s world differs vastly from
Edwards’. His parishioners were raised
on a heavy diet of Bible doctrine.They
owned no electronic distractions.Their
skies were dark at night, and most spent
evenings reading or socializing by
candlelight, or huddled around the fire,
ruminating about the things that
mattered most. Even during the day’s
work, they thought about the Bible and
the challenges of faith.

W H E A T O N 5 9

PUBLISHED

Catching the Edwards Bug

alumni

by Douglas Sweeney ’87

We can’t duplicate Christian leaders like
Jonathan Edwards, but we can apply
his insights in our time.

Douglas A. Sweeney is
Professor of Church History
and the History of Christian
Thought and Director of the
Carl F. H. Henry Center for
Theological Understanding at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School.The author of numerous
books and articles about
religious history and the
American theologian, Jonathan
Edwards, his most recent book is
Jonathan Edwards and the
Ministry of the Word: A
Model of Faith and Thought
(InterVarsity Press, spring
2009), from which this
article is adapted.

J
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When Dad had told me that he 
would send me to college to become
trained for a medical career, I was both
excited and stunned.Two years ago
The Great Crash of ’29 had wiped
him out financially. Like most
executives of that day he had been
lured into putting his hard-saved
dollars into stocks and investment
“securities” for “family protection.”
The night he came home and quietly
announced that we owned nothing 
but each other’s love, it had left us
speechless.We held hands around the
table and he talked to Heaven:“Our
Father Who owns the heavens and the
earth, we are like the lilies and the
sparrows: we rely on You for our daily
food, for our strength to grow.We
don’t know what to do or how to
plan. I put my family into Thy care
again tonight. Give them Thy heavenly
riches prepared through Thine eternal
love for us all.Amen.”

Where he would get the tuition,
Dad did not know; but he trusted the
Lord for my education. Rev. Leach,
now in New Jersey, had urged me three
years ago after he baptized me at
Hackensack to consider Wheaton
College for my pre-med work. It
offered uncompromising Christian
principles and unquestioned high
academic standards, he said.And now
God had gotten me accepted, and
mother had my trunk packed. Dad
handed me a check for $125.00 to
cover tuition and first month’s costs,
loaded the family in the ’24 Chalmers,
and said brave goodbyes at the 
Union station. My life as a growing 
boy was over: I was heading westward

his time had come with abrupt
suddenness. Mother was packing
her little steamer trunk with my

freshly laundered clothes and bedding.
Under them she hid a tear-stained letter
to her first son about to leave home to
enter a new life at Wheaton College out
west. For her it must have been a
moment of quiet torture as she accepted
the fact that years of love and care had
brought me to the age of departure
when I must fly on my own.Yet she
would always be with me in her daily
moments of interceding prayer.

Caught Up into Paradise is the

autobiography of Dr. Richard E. Eby ’35,

“the true experiences of a boy and his

family whom God patiently and painfully

guided around, over, or through the

human problems of life.” The following

excerpt is from his chapter, “Miracle 18,”

an account of the Lord’s provisions for

him as a Wheaton freshman and for the

College, during the early days of the

Great Depression.

WHEATONreadings
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Miracle 18: For Christ and His Kingdom

by Richard E. Eby ’35

t

Wheaton College, 1929 

C O U R T E S Y  O F  W H E A T O N  C O L L E G E  A R C H I V E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  C O L L E C T I O N S

58559_pp58-68_u1.qxd  3/31/09  5:15 PM  Page 60



into the jaws of a depression with 
the confidence of ignorant youth.
Only God knew the surprises ahead!

The small mid-west campus was
blessed with vibrations: one kind came
from the “Roaring Elgin” trains
hurtling every hour to and fro on
tracks a block from the famous Tower 
where campus engagements were
announced by tolling the big bell;
another came from the excited reunions
of 500 campus friends colliding en
route to dorms or boarding houses;
and a more subtle kind of “vibes”
permeated the very halls and classrooms
where every professor started his
lectures with a prayerful petition for an
intellectual experience. I heard a rumor
on my first day that twenty of the new
freshmen were unsaved and that the
Chapel would be left open till 10 P.M.
for a group prayer meeting in their
behalf! Campus life had started already:
it would be a vibrating experience 
for sure!

My $125.00 had been promptly put
in the local bank on arrival, awaiting
the next Tuesday deadline for tuition
payments. Not one of us was prepared
for the Monday morning headlines:
ROOSEVELT CLOSES BANKS! The
campus was stunned. Students clustered
in bewilderment seeking each other’s
comfort in the common disaster.The
President had chosen the worst
moment of the year to cripple college
matriculations here and across the land.
Even the College’s bank accounts were
frozen.There was no money available
for us to return home if the College
were closed!

We needed a miracle . . . and God

W H E A T O N 6 1

gave it. Unknown to us the faculty
and President Buswell were already 
praying in an emergency session in 
his conference room below the Tower.
The College was broke.The faculty 
were all broke.The students were

broke.What was God’s advice this
morning? God’s answer rang clearly in
that hushed room:“My promises 
are from everlasting to everlasting! I
will never fail you.Trust Me to reopen 
the banks in My own time. Run 

Wheaton on faith—this is your chance
to witness for Me!”

I am sure that the faculty grew a
foot taller in the next 30 minutes.
President Buswell must have turned to
Comptroller Dyrness and given an
unbelievable order:“God says we stay
open! Post notices that we will accept
IOUs tomorrow for tuition and other
dues. Notify the faculty that anyone
who agrees to stay on will receive
vouchers from the College. Put all the
students to work on campus projects at
11 cents an hour, payable toward
tuition when the banks reopen. Keep
the Chapel open till midnight all
month.We have let God take over this
campus!”

And so it was that no one went
home; no professor left his podium;
nor did any campus job go begging! 
Never were things more spick and
span—whether lawns, woodwork,
windows, or bookracks.At 11 cents 
an hour most students could make 
33 cents a day in their spare time, and
that would eventually buy a textbook.
I was assigned the window-washing
duty at the girls’ dorm—the most
desirable job on campus according to
my jealous classmates! Even so, I 
found it disappointing since none of
the rooms contained the young 
lady whose smile had been ruining 
my sleep since I first spotted her
singing in the Girls Chorus. Someday
I would meet her in person if God
wanted it that way. It was obvious that
life at this College would be very
different from High School; so why
not pray for a miracle before the
Thanksgiving exams?

Dr. Richard E. Eby ’35 was a nationally recognized

osteopathic physician. He was co-founder of the Park

Avenue Hospital in Pomona, California. His life changed

profoundly following a headfirst fall from a balcony, after

which he and his wife, Maybelle Orth Eby ’36, traveled

the world as evangelists, speaking and writing about his

healing. Maybelle died in 1986; and Richard, in 2002.

© Richard E.
Eby, published in
1978 by Fleming
H. Revell, a
division of Baker
Book House,
Grand Rapids,
MI. Used with
permission from
the Eby family.

God says we

stay open! Post

notices that we

will accept IOUs

tomorrow for

tuition.... Put all

the students to

work on campus

projects at 

11 cents an

hour.... Keep the

Chapel open till

midnight....We

have let God

take over this

campus!

right: Richard Eby, 1933 Tower
left: Maybelle Orth, 1934 Tower
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men, he refused.When the confrontation
did not lead to violence, the clergyman—
clearly shaken—turned to Ghandi and
exclaimed,“Well, that was lucky!”To that,
Ghandi pointedly replied,“Ah, but I
thought you were a man of God.”

At Wheaton College, we have the
precious freedom to integrate faith and
learning in the classroom. In my
discipline, there are ways to do this
responsibly.While we cannot determine

God’s will with ease—particularly when
considering issues of theodicy—we can be
confident in God’s mysterious providence
at work in our world and in the course of
history without resorting to the secular
rhetoric of “luck.”

Moreover, human history reveals many
remarkable events from our past, but none
can compare to the singular event of
Christ’s incarnation in our world.
Napoleon’s remarks on the unique power
of Christ are worth reflecting upon:
“Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and
myself have founded great empires, but on
what did those creations of our genius
rest? Upon force. . . . But Jesus Christ by
some mysterious influence, even through
the lapse of 18 centuries, so draws the
hearts of men towards him that thousands
at a word would rush through fire and
flood for him, not counting their lives
dear to themselves.”

Understanding the ongoing
“mysterious influence” of Christ in our
world is not a search for luck, but for
God’s hand in history.

secular history department. During that
time, I observed that while the cause of
historical events was primarily attributed
to human action, the mysterious role of
fortunate circumstances or “luck” also
factored into historical explanations on
occasion.

I first became aware of this rationale
when grading a freshman history paper,
which claimed that Cortez’s conquest of
the Incas was successful due to luck.This

explanation surprised me, particularly in
a culture supposedly moving toward the
disenchantment of the world, or
Entzauberung, as scholars of secularism
purport.

With new eyes, I began to see the off-
hand comments about luck in all manner
of sources. It soon occurred to me that
“luck” had become the “providence” of
secular culture: that force beyond human
comprehension, which could not be
ignored, bringing about opportune
circumstances for some and not for
others at particular moments.

If Tertullian were alive today, he might
ask,“What do Christians have to do
with luck?” For a believer and an
historian of the church and theology,
luck is not the ultimate explanation.

I am reminded of a powerful scene 
in the 1982 movie Ghandi in which
Ghandi and a clergyman were walking
on the sidewalk together.According to
the custom in India at the time, Ghandi
was expected to walk in the street.
Despite the presence of threatening

hile conducting doctoral
work at the University 
of St.Andrews, I was

challenged to ponder the factors that
influenced the church’s theological and
institutional development within a

FACULTYvoice

God’s Hand in History
Why the secular notion of luck should not replace providence.

w
...not a search for luck, but for God’s hand 

in history.
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by Dr. Jennifer Powell McNutt, Assistant Professor of

Theology and History of Christianity
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world. So they prepared his headshots and
resume, and he had enough opera
experience to be granted an audition.

After the audition,Will watched the
mail.When he received his acceptance
letter, he was overjoyed.“I ran across
campus to the Conservatory, flashing my
letter,” he laughs.

His teachers and fellow students shared
his joy.“The Lyric, the Met, the Royal
Opera—these are the ‘A’ houses. It could
be that college students are singing at
other venues, but to have an under-
graduate singing at an A house—that’s
unusual,” says Dr. Hart, noting that Will is
the first Wheaton student to perform at
the Lyric as an undergraduate.

This experience has given Will the
opportunity to form friendships with
other cast members, and performing in
Porgy and Bess also allowed him to
observe the careers of other African-
American opera singers.“It’s really been
one of the most joyous experiences I’ve
had,” he says.

During the last few months,Will has
balanced his classwork with rehearsals in
Chicago. On the day of the dress rehearsal
for Porgy and Bess, his College friends
showed up en masse to support him.

“Somehow, [Conservatory Professor]
Dr. Johann Buis managed to get 40 tickets
for Wheaton students,”Will says.“It really
meant a lot to see everyone coming out
to see me.”

For Will, who applied to Wheaton 
and the Conservatory for early decision
and without an initial campus visit, this
experience has confirmed that he chose
the right place.

“God really knew what He was doing
when He sent me here,” he says.

you frequent the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, you may already 
have been fortunate enough to 

hear Will Liverman’s ’10 rich baritone.
If not, you can hear a sample by

entering Will’s name into the search
engine of the website YouTube.A playful
video features Will singing the theme to
the ’90s sitcom The Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air, accompanied by pianist Josh
Stackhouse ’11.

But while the video is all in fun,Will 
is very serious about his plans for the
future.

“I want to have a career singing opera,
doing what I love,” says the voice
performance major.“I know it’s going to
take a lot of work, but I think the Lord’s
called me to do this.”

He’s already off to a great start. In
December,Will performed as a featured

W H E A T O N 6 3

STUDENT

The Lyric Opera of Chicago doesn’t often hire
undergraduate students, but this Wheaton junior got his big
break this year. 

An Operatic Debut

prof i le

by LaTonya Taylor

chorus member in the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago’s premiere presentation of Ira
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess—the opera
that includes American classics like
“Summertime.”And in February and
March, he was asked back to perform 
in Lyric’s production of Cavalleria
Rusticana & Pagliacci.

Will auditioned for Porgy and Bess in
November 2007, at the suggestion of 
Dr. Carolyn Hart, chair of Wheaton’s
voice department.

“Will’s voice is very resonant, very
mature, with lots of color—beyond what
you would normally hear in a 20-year-
old,” says Dr. Hart.“He came in as a
strong singer and a strong musician, and
has shown consistent, steady growth.”

Dr. Hart thought it would be a good
experience for Will to audition for one
of the top professional companies in the

if
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experience greater freedom than in other
countries in the region.The government
distributes land and funds for Christians to
build churches. Despite this freedom,
“Christians who seek to evangelize their
Muslim friends are confronted with many
challenges, since even here, Muslims who
convert to Christianity are often disowned
by their families,” Dr. Schwanda says.

In each destination, he focused his
seminars on the unique nature of Christian
spirituality. He explains,“I always like to
be practical.There’s a spiritual practice of
noticing and paying attention to God.The
purpose is to help people notice and see
Jesus wherever they are.”

Although Dr. Schwanda outlined basic
theological differences between Christianity,
Hinduism, and Islam, he also drew from
ancient Christian practices such as lectio
divina, a practice of prayer and studying
Scripture focused on drawing closer to
God through His Word. He also taught
how people can examine Scripture to
discern what God is asking of them.

Dr. Schwanda wanted his (Middle
Eastern) students not only to gain a better
understanding of theology, but also to
deepen their relationships with Christ. He
dedicated one lecture to prayer and
reading the Scriptures. His instruction
centered on John 17, where Jesus prays in
the Garden of Gethsemane. Rather than
tell his students what to do, Dr. Schwanda
had them practice praying.

“I hope that practicing prayer gave
them a better sense of the nature of
Christian life,” he says.“I hope it helped
cultivate a sense of God’s presence and
intimacy in a very specific way. I hope
they experienced a deeper meaning of
faith in Christ.”

increase biblical knowledge.Although 
Dr. Schwanda had never been to the
Middle East, he felt that a broader global
perspective would help him better equip
his students at Wheaton to enter the
world as compassionate, well-rounded
Christians. He also believes it’s important
for Christians in western nations to
support Christians in the Middle East.

Dr. Schwanda’s trip was partially
financed by the Alumni Association’s
Faculty Missions Project. Presenting three
different seminars, he explored the
biblical nature and principles of Christian
spirituality, approaches to reading the
Bible, and methods of prayer. He also had
the opportunity to preach in Bangalore
and Dubai.

The cultural contexts of India and the
Middle East present many challenges to
those who wish to grow in Christian
faith. For instance, though Christianity is
the third largest religion in India, the six-
day workweek makes it difficult to attend
church functions or engage in spiritual
activities.

Christians in the United Arab Emirates

hen Dr.Tom Schwanda
visited India and the
United Arab Emirates last

March, he was struck by the way local
Christians responded to the prevalence of
mosques and temples.

In cultures where Christians are
surrounded by large, visible reminders 
of the presence of other faiths,
Dr. Schwanda, an associate professor of
Christian Formation and Ministry,
observed a great desire of Christians in
these regions to deepen their faith and
understanding of Christianity.

“I think it gives many of them a
seriousness about it,” he says.“I think it
makes them want to experience God
more fully.”

Dr. Schwanda was invited to
Bangalore, India, and to Dubai and Abu
Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates, by
Reverend Ramesh Mathew. Mathew
directs the Institute of Global Leadership,
a conference that was developed in 2005
to give Christian professionals in the
Middle East the opportunity to take
classes that strengthen their faith and

WHEATON in the world

6 4 S P R I N G  2 0 0 9

Christianity in Hindu and Muslim Nations
A professor returns from India and the United Arab Emirates with a 
better understanding of the challenges Christians face and an appreciation
for the vibrancy of their worship. 

w
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Dr. Schwanda speculates that the social
and religious pressures facing Christians in
India and the Middle East may contribute
to the deep desire many have to attend the
Institute of Global Learning. He observed
a strong difference between Middle
Eastern and Indian Christians and their
western counterparts.

“Western Christians are so lax in many
ways,” Dr. Schwanda says.“Christians in
the Middle East do a better job of cultural
discernment. Because they live in a Hindu
or Muslim world, they can really see the
contrasts.There’s a real sense of vibrancy
and joy in their worship.”

That joy was also evident in his host
family, Drs. Charly and Jyothi Thomas,
who included Dr. Schwanda in their family
worship each evening.“They were people
of very deep prayer,” Dr. Schwanda says.“I
had a wonderful time learning from them.”

The Thomases also introduced 
Dr. Schwanda to the work of Brother
Bakht Singh, a Christian convert from
Sikhism who influenced Christianity in
India during the 20th century.“The
introduction to a number of indigenous
Indian sources on Christian spirituality was
a very direct, positive encouragement for
me in my discipline,” Dr. Schwanda says.“I
always like to use primary sources when I
teach, and I had been searching for ways to
expand beyond a purely Western treatment
of Christian spirituality.”

Teaching in the Middle East helped 
Dr. Schwanda further understand the
worldwide conversation between
Christians. He says,“It’s a smaller world
now. Going to the Middle East gave me
an awareness of how to better relate to
other Christians.That’s a benefit for me
and my students.”

W H E A T O N 6 5

Teaching in the
Middle East
helped 
Dr. Schwanda
further
understand the
worldwide
conversation
between
Christians.

Dr. Schwanda and John

Thomas, the son of his host

family, in front of a mosque 

in Dubai. 
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by Dr. David Johnston ’65, 

Senior Vice President for Finance

How Is
the Economic Recession 
Affecting Wheaton?

Our news media are full of
stories describing the very
negative impact that our
financial crisis and economic
recession are having on
higher education. Perhaps
you have wondered how
Wheaton is faring in this
environment. 

Unfortunately, Wheaton is in
the category of colleges and
universities most affected—
private colleges with
significant endowments. We
face a number of challenges
and difficult decisions as we
respond to these new
circumstances. Let’s first
take a look at how the stock
market crash and economic
recession are diminishing 
our resources. Then we will
discuss the steps we are
taking to bring our costs in
line with the resources 
we have.
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Controlling Our Costs

We are taking a number of steps to cut our
budgets and bring our costs in line with
these new fiscal realities. First, most of our
administrators, faculty, and staff are forgoing
annual salary increases this year. (We are
making provision for modest increases for
employees in our lower salary ranges.)
Second, we are strictly monitoring all
hiring decisions; whenever possible we are
refraining from hiring new employees to
fill open positions.Third, we are substantial-
ly decreasing general goods and services
budgets.To accomplish this we are specifi-
cally targeting categories of expense such as
travel to attend conferences and provision
of various services. Fourth, we are
postponing a number of facilities projects
that would ordinarily be funded from our
annual major repair and renovation budget.

Our faculty and staff are engaged with us
in our efforts to reduce our costs.We
recently initiated a series of forums at
which faculty and staff meet together with
several of our administrators to discuss 
cost-saving possibilities.At these forums
discussion focuses on steps the College is
already taking to reduce costs such as those
described above, and participants are provid-
ed opportunities to suggest additional 
cost-saving possibilities.These forums will
soon be supplemented with a website for
suggesting additional cost reduction ideas.

These cost-cutting efforts will likely
become an ongoing focus for us as we
continue to enhance the value our students
receive from their investment in a Wheaton
education.As we face the prospect of
operating with more limited financial
resources, we must do all in our power to
ensure that the significant resources we do
have are used efficiently and effectively to
accomplish our mission: the development
of whole and effective Christians for
service to Christ and His Kingdom.We are
confident that God will supply our needs
through His people.We covet your
continued prayer and support.

Campaign totaling $54 million. During
the first half of this fiscal year, our donors
have contributed $12 million to the
campaign.While we are grateful for this
evidence of continued support from our
alumni and friends, the pace of overall
giving has definitely slowed. Giving to
the Wheaton Fund component of the
campaign has also fallen off this year. For
next fiscal year we have reduced this
annual fund giving budget by 15%.

Endowment spending and Wheaton
Fund gifts are significant revenue sources,
providing approximately 25% of the
College’s annual operating expenditures.
The remaining 75% is funded by the
tuition, room, board, and other charges
paid by our students and their families.
Student revenues result from the
interplay of three factors: enrollment,
student charges, and institutionally
funded financial aid.

In recent years Wheaton has been
blessed with more applicants than we
have been able to admit.While it appears
that the economic environment may
affect the applicant pool and the makeup
of the student body, we expect to
maintain full enrollment in the immediate
future. However, for this to occur we
must limit tuition increases and signifi-
cantly increase financial aid to ensure that
a Wheaton education continues to be
affordable for students regardless of
economic status.We recently announced
a modest 3.5% increase in undergraduate
tuition, room, and board charges effective
next fall. Coupled with that increase is a
7% increase in our budget for financial
aid. Net tuition (tuition income less
College-funded financial aid) is budgeted
to increase only 2.7%.

The combined revenues from these
sources are not sufficient to offset the
impact of inflation on such costs as salaries,
benefits, utilities, much less enhancements
to our academic and student life
programs.To maintain fiscal integrity, we
must reduce our operating costs.

Projecting Our Resources

2008 the U.S. stock market 
experienced its worst year 
since 1931, with most of the

decline occurring in the last six months.
From July 1 through December 31,
2008, the market value of our endow-
ment fund, which had a significant
commitment to common stocks,
declined nearly 26% from $322 million
to $239 million.This decline followed an
11% decline in the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2008. Our policy for spending
endowment funds provides for annual
spending of about 5% of the three-year
average market value of the endowment.
Consequently, unless the financial
markets rebound quickly, the College
will eventually have to pare its annual
operating expenditures by about 
$5 million.We plan to begin absorbing
this anticipated reduction in our next
fiscal year when we will reduce
endowment spending for operating
expenses by approximately 5%.Very
likely, this reduction will be followed by
a similar or larger reduction in the
following fiscal year.

The reduction in the market value of
the College’s financial assets is significant
and painful, but it is only part of the
overall impact of the economic recession
on the College’s operations.Two other
key sources of income, gifts and student
charges, are also vulnerable to significant
reductions as the economy retrenches.

Economic conditions have caused a
significant decline in charitable giving.
Wheaton’s constituents are not exempt
from the pervasive financial insecurity
that has caused this decline.We have
begun to see the impacts of this
insecurity in giving to both the Wheaton
Fund (our annual fund) and to 
the capital projects components of The
Promise Campaign. During our fiscal
year ending June 30, 2008, our donors
made gifts and pledges to The Promise
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Stay compassionate: Find
ways to help others who need help.
Following Jesus’ model,“Each of 
us should look not only to our own
interests, but also to the interests 
of others” (Phil. 2:4). It’s good for
them and good for us, and it honors
the Lord. It pleases me that even as
we face tightened resources at the
College, the one part of our budget
that keeps expanding is financial 
aid.Wheaton’s families need all the
help they can get.

Stay disciplined:  Be willing to
work hard and remain steady. Jesus
never promised ease and comfort but
a road that is “straight and narrow,”
something the Apostle Paul
understood well. “Endure hardship
with us,” he said to Timothy,“like a
good soldier of Christ Jesus”
(2 Tim. 2:3). Hebrews 11 was given
to us as a salutary reminder of 
what this sort of faithfulness often
requires.

Despite the challenges before us,
Wheaton College is on its feet and
moving forward For Christ and 
His Kingdom. Pray with us, and for
us, that in these interesting but
sometimes daunting days we will in
fact be “good soldiers of Christ
Jesus.”

except for two men. Only Captain
MacArthur and Lieutenant Patton
remained on their feet urging their
men up the hill.

Years later Patton said to Bradley,
“MacArthur never forgave me for that.”

I like this story. It’s no doubt
apocryphal—there are good reasons 
to think it never happened—but I like
it still for the image it portrays of two
men of courage, in the midst of fire
hot and heavy, on their feet and
moving forward. Not a bad image, it
seems to me, for what we are working
on at Wheaton College these days.

How do we stay on our feet,
moving forward, as the economic fire
comes hot and heavy? Here’s what we
keep telling ourselves:

Stay focused on your calling:
What has God called us to do and to
be? Renew your dedication to that
calling every day. Don’t let present
challenges eclipse your eternal focus,
or your determination to stay faithful.
Keep your eyes on the Lord and 
step out with confidence in Him and
His promises.

Stay grateful: Don’t focus on
what you don’t have, or what you used
to have, or what you would like to
have, or what others have. Focus on all
that God has provided. Grumbling,
self-pity, and ingratitude are extremely
unattractive, not to mention sub-
Christian. Even in difficult times we
have so much for which to be
grateful. Keep your focus there.

s the world’s economic house
of cards continues to flutter
down around us, I sometimes

think of a story I once heard of
General George Patton. It goes like
this.

In the waning days of WWII in
Europe, Patton was complaining to
General Omar Bradley that he would
soon be out of work.“Not to worry,”
said Bradley.“MacArthur will put 
you to work in the Far East.”

“Not so,” replied Patton, and he
proceeded to explain why.

Back in WWI Lieutenant Patton
was serving under Captain MacArthur
in the infantry.Their Company was
assigned to take an enemy position set
high on a hill.At the appointed time
Patton and MacArthur jumped to
their feet and led their men forward.
But as they charged up the hill, from
the enemy position came a withering
barrage of fire.The entire Company
dropped and hugged the earth—

PRESIDENT’Scommentary
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“How do we stay on our feet,
moving forward, as the
economic fire comes hot and
heavy?”

Duane Litfin President

a
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Want to support Wheaton College?
Need retirement income?

Walk with us
Make a gift to Wheaton College and receive 

lifetime income through a charitable gift annuity 
or a charitable remainder trust

Contact Gift Planning Services or your 
Regional Director of Development 

at 1.800.525.9906 or gift.plan@wheaton.edu
or visit our website at giving.wheaton.edu 
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“My work portrays our bodies

in their brokenness, yet seeks

to restore their role as image

bearers. It records this tension

and explores the way we

experience and understand

our spirituality in relation 

to our physical bodies within

culture.

“An abundance of passages

in the Bible mention

sackcloth. Each of these

verses is ripe with suffering

and agony, as the figures in

the stories rip off their clothing

and cover their bodies in

sackcloth. I incorporated this

sense of suffering so

frequently found in the Bible

with my own longing to fall in

front of Christ in times of

agony.”

Nora Howell ’09

B.A., Studio Art,

Concentration in Sculpture

Art of the Body

“Body”

Sackcloth and Ashes

41/2' x 2'

58559_Cover_u2.qxd  3/31/09  4:34 PM  Page 2


