
54988_Cover_u2  4/28/08  9:34 AM  Page 2



s p r i n g  2 0 0 8

Introducing The Promise of Wheaton 

WHEATON

54988_Cover_u3  5/5/08  2:37 PM  Page 3



WHEATON students speakout

The internships I’ve had have already shown 

me how well Wheaton prepares you for life outside

of these walls—not just by giving you a strong 

work ethic, but as a Christian, by making you sure

of what you believe and why you believe it.”

Abby Gunderson ’08, political science and

communications

Wheaton has allowed me to understand and

incorporate my Christian identity with my role as a

person in a political society. . . . It has helped me 

to realize that Christian is a noun, not an adjective.”

Tiffany Thompson ’08, political science 

The professors at Wheaton really care about your

success. When you’re here you have the opportunity

to meet and work with some very special

teachers—people who will change your life.”

Eric Welander ’11, music performance

Wheaton is a place where I’ve made lasting

friendships because of the bond that we share in

Christ. I see this demonstrated in the privilege 

we have to be open with each other and pray for

one another.”

Jenny Prager ’09, applied health science/

pre-nursing

I was surprised by the community here. It’s not a

community of merely smart people grappling with

issues . . . but it has been a community that has

helped me to grow as a person by seeing the

diversity in the body of Christ.”

Brendan Payne ’08, history

I’m passionate about bringing the arts to all 

different communities and allowing them to 

express themselves through different mediums. . . .

Wheaton has allowed me to find my own

safe place to grow, learn, express myself,

and be challenged.”

Amy Coles '09, studio art  

Where I grew up there were tons of 

Wheaton alumni and Wheaton couples,

and everyone was so friendly, diligent 

in what they were doing, and incredibly 

godly. I just admired that.”

Jonathan Councell ’08, economics

“

Abby..Tiffany............Eric.......Jenny...........Brendan....Amy............Jonathan
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Cover photo: Carlos Vergara ’82.

What is The Promise of Wheaton, you may ask? For one—it’s the

incredible potential of our students, who truly value the dynamic,

Christ-centered education that Wheaton College has to offer. (You

can read their impressions, in their own words, on page 64.) But

there’s much more to it than that.

The following pages reveal how this “promise” is actually a three-

stranded cord—woven throughout the College’s past, its present,

and, with your help, its future. We hope you will enjoy this special

issue of Wheaton magazine, which provides an in-depth look at

our unprecedented, $260-million Promise of Wheaton campaign.

As you read on, please consider how you, too, might come

alongside us in this extraordinary time in Wheaton’s history.

Inside photos: Carlos Vergara ’82, pages 30, 60-61.

Michael Hudson ’89, pages 3, 5, 14, 16, 23-26, 29, 58-61.

Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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hat you hold in your hands might well contain some of the most important

information about the College and its future than any previous Wheaton magazine,

because this issue signals the public rollout of a bold, unprecedented $260 million

campaign called The Promise of Wheaton. 

My job description as a magazine editor does not include the role of fundraising.

Nevertheless, I am honored that Wheaton magazine be used for this purpose. 

Here are a few reasons why: 

It had been nearly 10 years since my Wheaton coworker Linda’s first battle with

breast cancer, but now it had recurred. She knew that to survive, she would 

need to undergo aggressive treatment. And she had to find a doctor who would 

be among the best. 

So there in an examination room of the Loyola University Medical Center, I sat

with Linda, awaiting her first appointment. We had already been put at ease by one

of the hospital’s social workers, and learned through our conversation with her that

she, too, was connected with Wheaton—her child was a music student in the

College’s Community School of the Arts.

Soon to enter the room was Linda’s oncologist, Wheaton alumna Dr. Kathy

Albain ’74, professor of medicine at Loyola University’s Chicago Stritch School of

Medicine and director of the Breast Clinical Research Program. And after a few

minutes a resident entered, alumnus Dr. Jason Tompkins ’95. 

Think of it. Here we were, five people, all connected in some way to Wheaton

College, together in a small room at one of the finest teaching hospitals in the

country—each of us hoping for Linda’s healing, and each influenced in some way by

Wheaton and its people. 

How have Wheaton alumni touched your life? It may well be that a Wheaton

grad is your pastor, stockbroker, or favorite musician; your child’s second-grade

teacher, college professor, or soccer coach; or your spouse, son, or daughter. 

A Wheaton grad may be the software engineer whose work in biometrics helps

secure the airport you fly out of. Or the missionary you support who is teaching

pastors in Africa how to preach the Word. Or the geoscientist educating your

representatives in Washington about climate change and mineral issues.  

Wheaton is a sending organization whose alumni, day by day, directly affect the

church and society. Their hearts and minds, hands and feet, do the work of

Wheaton around the world.

Those of you who are alumni could not have received your Wheaton education

without the gifts of individuals, families, foundations, and corporations. This place

would not have even come into being if people had not given financially.  

And so—although it’s not my job—I ask you, alumni and nonalumni alike, 

to give. Read this magazine carefully and discover within yourself a need to give to

Wheaton—a desire compelled by personal memories, profound gratitude, feelings 

of responsibility, identity with the College’s mission, or an extension of your personal

stewardship. See what opportunities in The Promise of Wheaton resonate within

you, and give more than you have ever given in the past.

By the way, Linda is doing well and has been cancer free for almost six years.

Editor

Georgia I. Douglass ’70, M.A. ’94

Managing Editor 

Jessica L. Allen 

Editorial Consultant

Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Design Consultants

Alice Isoz Chrismer ’70

Ellen Mardock

Chrismer + Mardock Communication 

Class News Editor

Donna Antoniuk

Editorial Adviser

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Wheaton Alumni Association

President

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

President-elect

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Professor Emeritus

Leroy H. Pfund ’49

Alumni Trustee Representatives

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Robert D. Dye ’73

Wheaton College

President

Dr. Duane Litfin

Provost

Dr. Stanton L. Jones

Senior Vice President

Dr. David E. Johnston ’65

Vice President for Advancement

and Alumni Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Vice President for Student

Development

Dr. Samuel Shellhamer

Executive Assistant

to the President 

Marilee A. Melvin ’72

Wheaton is published autumn, winter,

spring, and special (catalog) by

Wheaton College, 501 College Ave.,

Wheaton, IL 60187-5593, 630/752-

5779, and mailed free of charge to

alumni and friends of Wheaton

College. Periodicals postage paid at

Wheaton, IL (USPS 016326).
Postmaster: Please send address
changes to Wheaton College,
Wheaton, IL 60187-5593.

Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or the editors, and do
not necessarily represent the official
position of the College.

© 2008 Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL
www.wheaton.edu

Georgia I. Douglass

’70, M.A. ’94 

Editor

54988_02-9  4/17/08  8:11 PM  Page 2



The Calling Continues

I read with interest the article about the

Bartels and the International Studies

Program they started at Wheaton. As you

pointed out they continued to lead the

International Business Institute following 

their Wheaton days. IBI continues to flourish

and is led by a Wheaton alum—me. It now

has 15 Christian college affiliates and takes 

40 students to 12 European countries for 

10 weeks every summer. The Bartels have

left a wonderful legacy, at Wheaton and

beyond.

Dr. Ronald Webb  ’65

Grantham, Pennsylvania

Beatrice Batson and Friends
My most memorable course at Wheaton to

this day is Shakespeare with Dr. Beatrice

Batson. I would sit enthralled as she quoted

and exegeted Shakespeare as Dr. Carl

Armerding did the Old Testament. She is a

master teacher indeed.

Art Volkmann ’60

Ripon, Wisconsin 

“Thank you” seems a small response to the

latest incredible issue, including the “keeper”

articles in tribute to Dr. Batson. I was never

a student in her class. But I’ve long been

aware of her, and of the quiet dynamite of

her presence.

Kudos for featuring Karen Halvorsen

Schreck’s ’84 article. I’ve shared it with a

half-dozen friends already, friends whose

spirits are kindred, and am eager to get my

hands on her two published works. What 

a gifted writer, and how she spoke my own

heart! She makes a Wheatie proud!

Luann Adams RN ’67, BS ’68

Royal Oak, Michigan 

Among the winter issue’s great pieces were

the ones written about Beatrice Batson and

Johann Buis, also the articles “Bridging the

is to see the struggle to live a life of moral

integrity in a place where people value

material things and where many individuals

lack good will. One also soon finds that

moral choices are not always completely

clear or simple to make.

The Brothers Karamazov by 

F. Dostoievski. To study this multi-layered 

book is to understand that a reader is

confronting large human questions and

profound spiritual concerns not in the

language of abstract statements but in the

paradoxes of human experience. This 

is a novel that each individual needs to

comb; it is not one to have a few “sound

bytes” remarked about it.

Divide” and “A Picture of Unity”—let’s just

say the entire issue, all with tasteful graphics.

I came to Wheaton because of Don

Borgman ’54, M.A. ’57, with whom my

family served as missionaries in North Brazil.

Wheaton’s special tuition consideration 

for missionaries was so helpful. We are

grateful.

John Peters ’69

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Our Shortcomings Are Showing

You couldn’t imagine the joy of discovering

my favorite college English professor on the

cover of Wheaton. Dr. Batson made

Shakespeare LIVE. However, your article

never mentioned her favorite story from

Shakespeare, let alone suggesting other

possibilities for those of us who loved her so

long ago.

Mary E. Dow ’69

Richmond, Maine

Editor’s note: Excuse our oversight. Here

are Dr. Batson’s favorites in her own words:

The Tragedy of King Lear by William

Shakespeare. When I was a student at

George Peabody College, later Peabody of

Vanderbilt, I studied under the distinguished

Shakespearean, Hardin Craig. Students

were frequently astonished to look at a

teacher whose eyes were tear-filled. 

A careful reading of King Lear may help

explain the tears. Grief and sorrow pervade

the play to such extent that one wonders

whether such principles as justice,

goodness, and right will ever again be

recognized. Although one witnesses almost

unparalleled suffering and chaos, evil and

wrong are not triumphant even if at times

victory appears to be ambiguous.

Middlemarch by George Eliot. Chief

among the themes of Middlemarch is the

exploration of a capable woman's

aspirations. Especially important to a reader

dearWHEATON

Dr. Beatrice Batson M.A. ’47

h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u 3

54988_02-9  4/17/08  8:11 PM  Page 3



4 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

I always enjoy my Wheaton alumni

magazine. I am managing editor of a

medical journal, so I really do appreciate all

the effort that goes into getting your

magazine together.

In your winter 2007 magazine, a letter

states that Wheaton is the only evangelical

Christian college to have ROTC. I want 

you to know that Olivet Nazarene University

in Bourbonnais, Illinois, has an ROTC

program through its School of Professional

Studies. 

Leora Windoffer Legacy M.A. ’79

Jacksonville, Florida

Editor’s note: When the article on the 

Army chaplaincy (to which the letter was

referring) was written, Wheaton was 

the only evangelical Christian college to 

host an ROTC battalion. For some time,

Olivet Nazarene’s ROTC students

participated in Wheaton’s Thunder battalion.

As of the beginning of the 2007-08 

school year, however, Olivet established 

its own, independent ROTC program.

After receiving my most recent Wheaton

magazine, I am proud to say that I have

found a wonderful use for it, considering the

large size and glossy cover! Here in the

northeast, we’ve been pelted with snow

since early December and several of my

children’s sleds are permanently buried. I am

suggesting to my kids that they take my

alumni mag out for a sled ride. 

I don’t see much other purpose for it, as

the articles are overwritten, self-righteous,

and pretentious. Sadly, the glorious picture

they portray of Christianity has been far, far

away from any realm of gritty, unforgiving,

sad, and disappointing real life, for myself

and most of the alums with whom I remain

in contact.

Jill Woodworth Lacy ’88

Jefferson, Massachusetts

Wheaties are everywhere!

Pam McCarron Graham ’84

Ashfield, Massachusetts

I was lying in bed, enjoying the winter 

issue of Wheaton, when I suddenly 

saw the word “Togo” in the article “Into 

the Great Unknown,” by Lorry Kilinski Lutz

’49, M.A. ’77. I’ve served in Togo for the 

last 14 years under the Southern Baptist

Convention. 

“Oh Lorry,” I thought, as I read about 

her scary drive to Accra, Benin, the 

country to the west of Togo. “I know 

exactly what you were feeling. ‘Been there,

done that’!”

Those are the times when we realize that

absolutely everything is under His control

and He’s watching and caring for us in every

single situation. I mostly work in four,

sometimes five, prisons here in Togo, as a

nurse. But three days a week I go to

“unreached” villages and on Sundays teach

in an orphanage.

Don’t stop “taking risks,” Lorry. It’s an

exciting life! 

Linda Graf Sorensen Pinter R.N. ’56, 

B.S. ’57

Kara, Togo

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine the

suitability of letters for publication and to

edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

Wheaties Are Everywhere

In your Letter from the Editor (autumn

2007), you asked, “Did you come to

Wheaton because of the life and ministry

of Billy and Ruth Bell Graham?” My answer

is YES! In my childhood in the 1950s,

evangelist Billy Graham visited my country,

Nigeria, and preached in the city of Aba,

where we lived. 

In 1996, while browsing through 

Christian Almanac, I read about the Billy

Graham Center. Being a fan of Billy

Graham I wrote to find out what the Center 

does, thinking it was established as an

outlet of his evangelistic ministry. To my

surprise, I learned that the Center provided

scholarships for international students

seeking graduate Christian education 

at Wheaton College. One of the greatest 

things that has happened in my life 

and ministry is to have studied in the 

same college as Billy and Ruth. It was my

first time traveling outside my country

at the age of 54. I returned to Nigeria 

in 2001 with fresh insights and cross-

cultural perspectives of ministry and

pastoring. 

Ven. Dr. Felix O. Erondu M.A. ’01

Aba, Abia State, Nigeria

I recently had the privilege of meeting

President Duane Litfin, who was the

keynote speaker at the New England

Association of Christian Schools

International teachers’ conference. He

spoke about the glorified Christ who 

was taken up into heaven. I had never

thought before about how reflecting upon

Him in a glorified form makes it more

imperative to worship Him and make Him

a central part of everything we do.

When I went up afterward to meet 

Dr. Litfin, two other Wheaton graduates 

and parents of a current Wheaton 

student were waiting to meet him also.

dearWHEATON
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said head coach Pete Felske ’86.“To win
two titles in a row with everybody
gunning for you and going undefeated is
something very special.”

Post-tournament, the Thunder received
an unprecedented honor. Six players
were named to the National Soccer
Coaches Association Division III 
All-Central Region Team: defenders
Bethany Barton ’08 and Kira Davis ’08,
midfielders Kari Klynstra ’09 and Maria
Della Torre ’10, and forwards Sarah
Richardson ’08 and Taryne Lee ’10.

C A M P U S  N E W S

A championship win meant a perfect

season for the Wheaton Thunder
women’s soccer team—finishing with a
27-0 record.

But, believe it or not, the team’s
accomplishments got even better with
the 1-0 victory over Messiah College 
on November 24. It was also Wheaton’s
45th consecutive victory, as the team
secured its third NCAA Division III
National Championship in four years! 

“I told the team after the match that
this is something to really be proud of,”

“As special as the first and second
championships were, this year will always
go down as the most memorable and
meaningful,” says team captain Sarah
Richardson, noting that last year’s win
definitely made Wheaton more of a
target for opponents who wanted the
title.“We had to bring our best to every
single game,” she adds.“I couldn't be
more proud of the way this team came
together and handled that pressure.And
for us seniors, we couldn't ask for a better
way to end our college soccer careers.”

Women’s Soccer Wins Third Championship 

h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u 5

Wheaton 
Did It 
Again!
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generated books have been one of 
the Institute's most important
contributions.To date, the ISAE has
been the driving force behind nearly 
30 published volumes.

CSA Receives Grant 
The Community School of the Arts (CSA) 
at Wheaton College was one of 
20 nonprofit organizations in DuPage
County to receive a $5,000 grant 
from the The DuPage Community 
Foundation last December.

This is the first time CSA has 
received a DuPage Community
Foundation grant.Assistant Director
Alison Kroeze says the $5,000 will help
underwrite the CSA’s Community
Outreach for Developing Artists 
(CODA) program, which seeks out and
gives access to children for whom an 
arts education would otherwise be
impossible.

MSC Reopens 
Following a $5 million renovation,

the historical Memorial Student Center
reopened this January with a new
purpose.The former home of 
the Stupe, Chaplain’s office, CPO,
Office of Christian Outreach,
and student organizations now holds 
the departments of politics and 

6 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

ISAE
Awarded
Grant

The Institute for the Study of American

Evangelicals (ISAE) has been awarded 
a three-year $500,000 grant from 
Lilly Endowment, Inc. to study “The
Changing Terrain of American
Protestant Missions.”

Looking back to the 1910 Edinburgh
Missionary Conference, the study 
will focus on the changes in Protestant
missions over the last century.The
project will include regional and
national conferences, as well as journal
articles, websites, and adult education
materials.

Founded by professor emeritus of
history Dr. Mark A. Noll ’68 and 
Wake Forest University President 
Dr. Nathan O. Hatch ’68, ISAE has
served as a center for research and 
a program of Wheaton College since
1982. Conferences and conference-

Wheaton Alumni in the Peace
Corps

For the first time, Wheaton is included
in this year’s Peace Corps’ Top Colleges
and Universities list. In 2007, 14 alumni
volunteered with the Peace Corps—
contributing to a 37-year high for
Peace Corps volunteers currently
serving.Wheaton tied for 24th place in
the Small Colleges and Universities
category.

“Interest in Peace Corps service
among Wheaton students seems to
increase the more we get the word
out, and I believe it’s because the
college fosters a humanitarian spirit
among its student body,” says Mark
Kittrell, former Peace Corps volunteer
and the regional recruiter who visits
Wheaton each semester.“I find the
students at Wheaton are really driven
by a sense of responsibility to help
others less fortunate and to understand
the world we live in.And those two
factors make Peace Corps service very
appealing.”

WHEATONnews

S T U D E N T  N E W S

international relations, and business 
and economics.

Reconstructed with creation 
care in mind, the revamped MSC will
receive the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED)
certification—a national recognition 
for sustainable, renewable building
practices given by the U.S. Green
Building Council.

The bottom floor of MSC will also
house the new J. Dennis Hastert 
Center for Economics, Government,
and Public Policy, along with the papers
of former Speaker of the House 
J. Dennis Hastert ’64.
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Students Thank 
Donors on Tuition
Freedom Day 

Students celebrated the 

third annual Tuition Freedom

Day on February 7, which

symbolically represents the

point in the academic year

when tuition dollars stop

covering the cost of their

education. Generous gifts from

Wheaton alumni, parents, 

and friends subsidize the final

third, which is about $10,000.

Wheaton students pay on

average about two-thirds the

total cost of a Wheaton

education.

To celebrate, students wrote

878 thank-you notes to 

donors. They were also treated

to mocha and chai specialty

drinks. “One student showed

up with a handwritten note she

had already prepared in her

dorm room,” says student

volunteer Jessica Hock ’08. “I

think a lot of students are

unaware of what our

education actually costs, and

once they come to understand

it, they really enjoy the

opportunity to thank those

who have given to them.”

with the Christmas preview—an annual
press event where the First Lady reveals
the White House’s Christmas theme.

Kristin adds that her time in
Washington gave her an inside peek into a
world where “a lot of energy is devoted to
things with very little lasting value.” She
notes,“In a place where I could easily
have become discouraged, I tried to use
the opportunity to evaluate what
priorities in my life I truly felt a spiritual
calling to pursue.”

After graduation, Kristin is marrying
fellow Wheaton student and ROTC cadet
Evan Ellsworth ’08. She plans on attend-
ing law school, and hopes to be an
advocate for the National Public Library
system and children’s literacy in the future.

Intern in the East Wing
Senior Kristin Torok ’08 is back on campus,
after spending the fall semester working
as an intern with First Lady Laura Bush’s
staff.“The butterflies never really go
away,” says Kristin.“The first day I walked
in and the last day were equally exciting.
It’s the White House, after all.”

She applied for the White House intern
program after admiring Mrs. Bush’s work
with literacy programs, public libraries,
and women’s issues.“As a political science
major, I was attracted to the idea of
interning in a dynamic political setting
like the White House, while still working
for programs that I feel a personal passion
for,” Kristin explains.

After being placed in Mrs. Bush’s press
office, Kristin stayed busy with 50-hour
workweeks.“Each day, I did whatever I
could to make sure Mrs. Bush’s staff was
prepared to help carry out the programs
and initiatives Mrs. Bush is involved with,”
she says.A favorite assignment was helping

www.wheaton.edu/honeyrock

Give your
child a
Wheaton
experience 
at camp 
this summer.

54988_02-9_u1  4/23/08  4:10 PM  Page 7



8 S P R I N G  2 0 0 8

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

WHEATONnews

Professor Alan Jacobs 
Named Kilby Chair

Dr. Alan Jacobs has been chosen as the next
Kilby Chair in the English department.
Named after English Professor Clyde S.
Kilby, this rotating chair honors a professor
of literature who has distinguished himself
or herself through publication or other
scholarly activity. In the past, Drs. Rolland
Hein, Roger Lundin ’71, and most recent-
ly, Leland Ryken, have filled this position.

Dr. Jacobs has a national reputation as a
scholar, prolific writer, regular contributor
to Books & Culture, frequent speaker at
conferences, and a highly respected
teacher. He also served as the Faith and
Learning Director for a number of years.

First Kvamme Chair Chosen
Dr. Silvio Javier Comboni, former 
Minister of Finance for Bolivia, has 
been named as the first Jean and 
E. Floyd Kvamme Endowed Chair of
Political Economy. He will serve 
as the director of the J. Dennis Hastert 
Center for Economics, Government 
and Public Policy, and he will also teach
courses in politics, political economy,
and the connection between economics
and public policy.

Dr. Comboni’s work has included
macroeconomic and development 
research at a Bolivian think tank, as well 
as a position as chief economist and a
member of the board of governors for 
the Central Bank of Bolivia.As the
country’s Minister of Finance, he led
debt-rescheduling negotiations with Paris
and London Club Creditors; coordinated
broker deals with multilateral creditors
such as the World Bank; and was involved
with regional integration operations such
as the European Union and Andean
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Sociology and Anthropology

Dr. Jon Laansma

Biblical and Theological Studies /
Foreign Languages

Dr. Scottie May 

Christian Formation and Ministry

Dr. Daniel Treier

Biblical and Theological Studies

Emeritus
Dr. Dillard Faries

Physics

Promotion
from Assistant Professor to Associate
Professor

Dr. Kevin Carlson

Applied Health Science

Dr. Christine Colón

English

Dr. Scottie May

Christian Formation and Ministry

Dr. Nicholas Perrin

Biblical and Theological Studies

Dr. Cheri Pierson

Intercultural Studies

Dr. Natalia Yangarber-Hicks

Psychology

from Associate Professor to Professor

Dr. Michael Mangis 

Psychology

Dr. Jonathan Saylor

Conservatory of Music

Dr. Edward Zimmerman

Conservatory of Music

Faculty Receive Promotions

Community. Over the past decade,
Dr. Comboni has served as an advisor 
on poverty alleviation, capacity building,
and debt management to the nations 
of Guyana, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Angola, Zambia, and other African
countries through the nonprofit group
Development Finance International.
He further served as director of
Fundación DIACONIA-FRIF—the
largest microfinance nongovernmental
organization in Bolivia.

“Javier Comboni brings to his new
position a rare combination of vibrant
evangelical Christian faith, outstanding
academic credentials as an economist,
and substantial professional involvement
in governmental leadership and 
policy-making,” says Provost Stan Jones.
“At a time when the U.S. economy 
is ever more globalized, he brings an
international perspective to the
leadership of the Hastert Center 
that will help us in our focus both on
international and domestic issues.”

Dr. Alan Jacobs
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HNGR Research Published 

Dr. Sandra Joireman, chair of politics and
international relations, and Elin
Henrysson ’06 have coauthored a paper
on the use of traditional systems, such
as tribal elders, to settle land disputes in
Africa.“This research is incredibly
timely,” says Dr. Joireman.“Right now,
Kenya is in the process of developing a
new national land policy that relies, to
some extent, on traditional systems of
dispute resolution.”

Many scholars and policymakers
believe using the traditional conflict
resolution system in rural areas is more
accessible and less expensive to use 
than the state’s system of courts. But 

HNGR Firsthand
Senior Susan Crickmore ’08 grew up in 

a small African village. As a Wheaton

student, she followed her heart back to the

continent through the HNGR program, to

find many things have changed.

What are you researching?

I interned for the Centre on Housing Rights

and Evictions (COHRE) in Ghana, research-

ing why men and women move to Old

Fadama, one of Accra's largest slums. 

What are your findings?

Most people in Old Fadama will say they

came because of poverty. Yet as I

investigated what “poverty” meant, I

discovered it is not a single, monolithic

goliath, but rather a million-man army of

complex and interconnected issues. 

Lack of resources combined with

school fees, depleted soils, forced

marriage, i l lness, divorce, and other

problems lead men and women to the

city to earn money to support their

families. The burden is greater for women

whose husbands have died or abandoned

them, and many make huge sacrifices so

their children might have better lives. I

was encouraged when I saw women

forming savings groups* to make that

dream a reality.

How will your research impact

Ghana?

I see hope in the entrepreneurial spirit of

women in Old Fadama which, if recog-

nized by the government and others,

may bring good out of poverty.

How is the HNGR experience

changing you? 

I am learning about the many faces of

Africa. I am seeing its Christianity, its

wealthy, its educated, and its urban poor.

And what do I do, as a student and a

Christian, about the injustices I see? I am

learning what it means to hope in Christ

when it seems like there is no hope. I am

learning to give grace to myself and to

others because failure is a part of

growing. I am learning about who I am,

and finding my heart shared between

two continents. 

Dr. Joireman and Elin’s research in Kenya
proved the opposite—instead, it is 
quite expensive.“We found that some
elders were charging half the monthly
per capita income in that area just to
hear a dispute, and they are only the first
step in the traditional resolution process,”
says Dr. Joireman.“So, traditional dispute
resolution, in fact, is not accessible to
poor people in the countryside.”

Dr. Joireman is currently circulating
the study’s findings with nongovern-
mental organizations across Africa and
the paper is under review at a leading
journal. She is also continuing her
research through the HNGR program.
Seniors Dustin Choate ’08, Susan
Crickmore ’08, and Rachel Sweet ’08

Susan Crickmore ’08 (right) with a Ghanaian friend.

h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u 9

spent the fall semester researching land
disputes in Uganda, Ghana, and Kenya
respectively.The students are now back at
Wheaton, preparing papers on their findings
with Dr. Joireman for future publication.
All three students presented their research
at the HNGR symposium in February.

* “Savings groups” al low members to

contribute a set amount of savings over a

specific time period. At the end of that

time, the total savings accumulated is

given to one member of the group. A new

cycle starts up then, until everyone in the

group has received his or her lump sum. 
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ver the past few years more than $159 million has been
given toward The Promise of Wheaton, our five-year, 

$260-million campaign. A large portion of these funds has come
from individuals invited to a series of pilot dinners around the
country. These dinners were not fundraising events in themselves;
no one was asked for donations on these occasions. The events
were designed to help us gauge people’s interest in the campaign,
and to provide me the opportunity to answer, personally and in
some detail, an essential question:  

Why is Wheaton College again in major fundraising mode?   

This is a fair question, one the entire Wheaton family deserves to
have answered. Yet we obviously cannot schedule small group
meetings for tens of thousands of Wheaton alumni, parents, and
friends all around the world. What to do?

Perhaps we can accomplish a similar purpose in a different way
here. The following is a first-person account of just one of 
our gatherings. I invite you to look over my shoulder as I attempt 
to answer this important question for a group of Wheaton 
friends just like you. This is what the occasion looked like from 
my perspective. 

1 0 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

CHALLENGE
THE

OFBEING
WHEATON

BY DR. DUANE LITFIN

PRESIDENT

T H E P R O M I S E O F W H E AT O N

o
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5:30PM Hors d’oeuvres. The guests arrive a few at a time. We greet each one

and spend some time chatting. They are gracious and affirming—they love

Wheaton, after all, which is why they are here—but they’re also a bit tentative.

We’ve been candid with them that this gathering is about Wheaton’s funding

needs, and they are understandably a little wary of what the evening may hold. 

6:00PM Welcome and Introductions. The guests are invited to find their

places at the tables. We then spend a few minutes having everyone introduce

themselves, giving their name, what they do, and what their connections to the

College may be. This again proves to be a fascinating few minutes as these 

various alumni, parents, grandparents, and Wheaton friends discover all sorts of

relationships they didn’t know they had with others in the room.

6:20PM Dinner. We give thanks for our meal. Everyone around the tables

enjoys the food and the conversation. They have discovered some new Wheaton

friends and they talk energetically about a wide range of topics. In other words,

it’s a typical Wheaton gathering. 

7:00PM Student Testimony. Attention is drawn to 

the front of the room as we finish our meal. A current

student is introduced. He then takes a few minutes to

speak about how Wheaton is shaping him into the

person Christ wants him to be. He talks vividly about his

teachers, his peers, and about the Christian liberal arts

education he is receiving. He is articulate, insightful, and

he communicates well, a visible reminder of what the

College is about. As usual, this real, live student is for

these Wheaton fans one of the delights of the evening.

7:10PM Transition. Guests are invited to adjourn to a

meeting room next door. There they pick up their

dessert and coffee and find a comfortable place around

tables focused on the podium at the front.

7:15PM The President’s Presentation. Now it’s my

turn. I have about an hour to make a presentation I have

come to call, “The Challenge of Being Wheaton.”  

THE SETTING. It’s Saturday evening in a typical American city. We are gathering in a small, 
pleasant dining room of a convenient hotel. There will be 23 of us tonight: seven couples, five individuals, one
current student, Vice President Mark Dillon, a member of his development staff, and me. Thankfully, the 
dinner’s costs have already been covered by some generous benefactors. It’s their expression of gratitude to these
attendees for granting us an evening out of their busy lives.

P H O T O :  W I L L I A M  T .  C H A M B E R S
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shape the 
whole student 

for Christ

keep Wheaton 
affordable

campaign total

provide 
excellent 
academic 

experience

*

*Total recieved as of 3.31.08 includes $7.5M in undesignated funds.

y purpose for this evening is not to talk about the projects of 

The Promise of Wheaton campaign. We have written materials 

available for that and there will be plenty of time for follow-up on the

details after tonight’s meeting is over. My goal is more basic. It is to pull

back the curtain and let these folks glimpse an insider’s view of the

unique opportunities and difficulties the College faces. 

I begin by touching briefly—I dare not go into detail; we’d be there all

night—on how some of the changes unfolding around us will pose

dilemmas for Wheaton as the 21st century unfolds:  changes in the

culture, changes in our legal and governmental environment, changes in

the church. In each case, I point out, Wheaton as we know it will be

under pressure in the decades ahead. 

I propose no answers here, just a realistic appraisal of the road before us.

I want these folks to understand that Wheaton’s thriving should not be

taken for granted. Their interest in these topics is palpable and it’s

obvious they would love to pause here and explore these points, as

would I. But there is no time for that tonight. We must move on to the

main focus of the evening, which is that other major challenge the 

1 2 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

College is facing: the financial challenge So I plunge ahead into the

substance of my presentation. 

Over the next 45 minutes my goal is to communicate to this attentive

audience just three simple points.  

1st: Wheaton College is an expensive thing to be
There is a genius to a Wheaton education. 

Wheaton is what I call a “thumbprint institution,” one which typically

marks its graduates for life. The track record shows it. Beyond any other

college in the country, Wheaton has for almost a century and a half 

sent generation after generation out into the world to make a difference

“For Christ and His Kingdom,” in every conceivable walk of life. 

It’s an amazing story, but it’s one my audience already knows. They believe

in what Wheaton College is and what it does, which is why they’re here.

Ah, but do they understand how Wheaton does it? 

Economists have identified a continuum of higher education institutions. 

m

provide excellent academic experience

$260M shape the whole student for Christ

keep Wheaton affordable 

Having begun in July 2005, The Promise of Wheaton campaign is well under
way as it now enters its public phase. This funding effort, however, might well
have been called the Sesquicentennial Campaign, since its completion will be
celebrated in 2010, during Wheaton’s 150th anniversary. 

The Promise is what is termed a comprehensive campaign. This means 
that its goals include financial support typically given year by year, 
in addition to gifts to fund special projects. It will require a concerted
campaign effort and generous, sacrificial giving.

We are grateful to the alumni, parents, and friends who have already 
moved The Promise total toward 61% of its goal as of March 31, 2008. 
But the daunting figure of nearly $100.8 million still stands before us. 
For more information, visit http://promise.wheaton.edu.

gifts and pledges* initiatives campaign goal

$ 37.0 M The Sciences / New Science Center $ 84 .0 M

$ 11.7 M The Arts / Adams Hall and Edman $ 24 .0 M

$ 11.5 M The Library / Hastert Center $ 14 .0 M

$ 1.3 M Faculty-to-Student Mentoring $ 18.0 M

$ 0.2 M Beyond-the-Classroom Learning $ 3.0 M

$ 0.5 M Evangelism $ 2.0 M

$ 15.6 M Endowed Scholarships $ 30.0 M

$ 18.0 M The Wheaton Fund $ 27.0 M

$ 29.1 M Planned Giving $ 40.0 M

$ 26.7 M Restricted Projects $ 18.0 M

$ 159.2M the Promise of Wheaton campaign* $ 260.0 M

The Promise of Wheaton a comprehensive, five-year campaign
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At one end are what they call “user-friendly, convenience” institutions. Their

offerings are unbundled, market-driven, highly vocational, taught mostly 

by adjunct faculty. It’s education “where you want it, when you want it, and how

you want it.”  This type of education is highly accessible and involves 

relatively low per-student costs. 

At the opposite end of the higher education spectrum are the so-called

“medallion, name-brand” schools. These are typically four-year, immersion, “go-

away-to-college” residential institutions, with fully-bundled liberal arts curricula

taught by professional credentialed faculty. This kind of education, by contrast,

involves high per-student costs.

Wheaton is unavoidably this latter type of institution. Our society needs more of

the “convenience” education; it serves a pressing social need. But this brand of

education is not to be confused with the life-shaping program a school such as

Wheaton provides. What Wheaton offers is a very different educational product.

Wheaton’s education is not training for a job; it’s education for a life. It’s about

populating all the vocations with committed, well-educated Christians. Whether

in law, medicine, ministry, business, politics, education, the home, or any other

walk of life, the typical Wheaton graduate serves there as a broadly educated,

Christ-centered person—and is far the better lifetime servant for it.

My audience grasps this, I know. This is the type of institution Wheaton is and

always has been. But what I need them to see is, this is an inherently expensive

business. There is no cut-rate way to provide this type of education. One can

offer other types of education more cheaply, but there is no way to do Wheaton

on the cheap.

Wheaton College is a world-class, fully residential, academically rigorous,

explicitly Christian liberal arts college. As such, there is no way to avoid high

costs. If it is to continue to provide for future generations what it has provided

in the past, we who love the College must own up to this fundamental reality:

Wheaton is an expensive thing to be.

2nd: No one does what we do more economically
So far, my audience is with me. They love Wheaton and want to see it thrive.

But this contrast of types of education has given them food for thought. They’ve

not thought about Wheaton’s costs in quite these terms before. And now they’re

in for an even bigger eye-opener. 

I’ve been using PowerPoint slides throughout my presentation. Here I introduce

some graphs that dramatically demonstrate Wheaton’s financial realities.

At first the visuals appear forbidding. They are scatter graphs, with numerous

T H E P R O M I S E O F W H E AT O N

Education and general (E&G) figures represent an
institution’s core educational expenditure per student. The
SAT figure represents an institution’s average student. All
figures are drawn from federal higher education databases.

Tier 1 and 2 schools are the 100 or so national colleges U.S.
News and World Report identifies as the strongest in the
nation. The diagonal blue line represents what is “average”
among these schools. The crosshairs on this graph are set on
Wheaton College.

Three observations: First, note that the caliber of Wheaton’s
students places us toward the front of the strongest
institutions in the nation. Second, among these same
institutions we fall furthest below the average when it
comes to institutional resources. Third, the lower right-hand
quadrant is empty (and stays empty, regardless of what
population of schools we capture on the graph). It is literally
the case that no institution in the country has better
students, and educates them for less, than Wheaton College.
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Students and their families already cover much of their costs, of course. 

It may be less expensive to attend Wheaton than other first-tier schools,

but it’s still costly. But if we were to shift even more of the load over 

onto their shoulders, the result would be that many of our students would

be priced out of the market. They could no longer afford Wheaton,

which would defeat the College’s very purpose. This leaves us no other

recourse but to look to our constituency. 

Hence the College’s fundraising efforts. Whether donors provide scholar-

ship funds, or build a building students need but cannot pay for, or endow

a professor whose salary the students cannot cover, or provide operating

funds through the annual fund, it’s all about subsidizing students. It’s about

keeping Wheaton excellent and available for this and future generations. 

Which brings me to my conclusion. 

What is “The Challenge of Being Wheaton,” I ask. I can state it in the

form of a single question: How can Wheaton continue to become an ever

better version of what it has always aspired to be—a truly excellent Christian

liberal arts college—without pricing itself out of the reach of the very students

God has called us to educate? 

By now, of course, there is no mystery left in the answer. My listeners

have heard me out, and gotten the point. We must be about the business

of fundraising. We must turn to our constituency to help keep Wheaton

both excellent and affordable through efforts such as our Promise of

Wheaton campaign. 

dots spread across a matrix. A moment’s explanation, however, and their

message becomes clear. Based on federal higher education data, these

graphs demonstrate two sobering points: 

While our students place us smack in the middle of the finest

colleges in the nation, among these same colleges we rank dead last

in financial resources. 

No matter what population of institutions we place on this graph,

the lower right-hand quadrant always remains empty. This means

that, quite literally, there is not a single institution in the country that

has better students and educates them for less than Wheaton College.

The other first-rate institutions our students place us with typically

charge far more than Wheaton and possess much larger endowments.

Thus they have a lot more to invest in their students’ education. Yet

Wheaton’s students are just as strong as their students, and our students

deserve every bit as strong an education. The question is, with our leaner

resources, how are we to provide it? 

Wheaton’s extraordinary student body is no bragging point for the

institution; rather, it’s a weighty stewardship, one to which the College

must rise. As our Lord said, “From the one to whom much has been

entrusted, even more will be demanded” (Luke 12:48). God has entrusted

Wheaton with one of the greatest of all stewardships—this amazing

student body. What does such a stewardship require of us?

3rd: Only Wheaton’s constituency can keep Wheaton excellent 
and available
It has now become clear to my listeners why I call this presentation “The

Challenge of Being Wheaton.”  Given the high quality of our students,

the race we must run is a very fast and expensive one. Yet these scatter

graphs have succeeded in cutting through the myth: Wheaton College 

is not wealthy. It is in fact one of the leanest operations in the country. 

High costs, leaner resources. So how do we fund the world-class

education our stewardship requires?

To this question there are only two possible answers, for the College has

only two sources of revenue. Neither government, nor the corporate

sector, nor major foundations, nor any other significant source of revenue

is available to us. We either charge more to our students, or we raise the

necessary funds from our constituency. Increase student costs, or do

fundraising. Those are our choices. 

Erik Hadland ’08, 
Interdisciplinary 
Studies major

•

•
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8:15PM Q and A. I’m finished now, but my audience isn’t. 

We open it up for questions and here they come, probing the points

I’ve made. Couldn’t we just cut costs? Not significantly, I regret to say.

Remember, there is no inexpensive way to do what we do, and we are

already among the leanest operations in the country. Couldn’t we just

raise our prices? Yes, I acknowledge, with our large applicant pool, we

could, and the College itself would do fine. But we would become

merely “a rich kids’ school,” which no one is willing to allow. . . . And

so on, until we run out of time. 

8:45PM The Promise Campaign. Mark Dillon now takes over and

spends a few minutes talking about what it will take for Wheaton to

meet the goals of The Promise of Wheaton campaign. The amounts

are large and daunting. But at least our guests now understand why we

must come to them for this sort of help. 

9:00PM Video Presentation. Mark introduces our Wheaton alumni

video. This 17-minute presentation takes us full circle, back to the 

very purpose of Wheaton College. It’s not about money, buildings,

programs, or fundraising. It focuses on men and women God has used

Wheaton College to raise up to make a difference “For Christ and 

His Kingdom” around the world. 

The images and the heartfelt narratives of the video are a welcome

respite from the abstract conceptual material I have inflicted upon these

uncomplaining listeners this evening. No matter how many times I’ve

seen it, I come away inspired anew by this poignant reminder of why it

is we do what we do.

9:17PM Closing. I stand to close our evening in prayer and thank

everyone for their gift of time. We finish, but to my delight, none seem

eager to leave. Apparently we have not overloaded them, which is

always a concern. 

They linger, in conversation with me, with Mark, with our student and

staff member, and with one another. To me they express their gratitude

for the evening and its honest look behind the scenes. They never really

understood the College’s financial situation before, they say. Now they do. 

All we have asked of these guests is that they make it a matter of prayer

whether God might want them to come alongside this and future

generations of Wheaton students by becoming a part of The Promise of

Wheaton campaign. To a one they pledge their willingness to do so. 

As they depart, these friends of Wheaton thank us for the evening. 

It strikes me again, as it always does, that you’re doing something 

right when you invite people to a dinner about funding needs, and they

wind up thanking you for the opportunity to be there. 

It pleases me greatly to think these folks have been blessed by what 

they have heard. But I also know that theirs cannot possibly surpass the

blessing they have granted us, by their sheer presence, and by their

willingness to help us rise to “The Challenge of Being Wheaton.”

“anybody who has had any sort of exposure to Wheaton has undoubtedly heard something about ‘the integration
of faith and learning.’ Unfortunately that slick catchphrase tends to bounce right off people before they consider just how critically
important the coexistence of these two elements really is. When I go away from Wheaton at the end of this semester, I will
absolutely be grateful for the solid friendships I have made these last few years, I will have a head full of memories to make me
good and nostalgic when I come back for reunions, but more than any of that, I will be eternally grateful for how God expanded
my faith here at Wheaton, teaching me that the pursuit of faith and the pursuit of learning are in fact two sides of the same coin. 

Wheaton is a unique place. As I have gone home for breaks these past four years and heard from my friends at other schools,
I have realized that one of the most distinguishing aims of Wheaton College is actually rooted in the greatest commandment.
Wheaton is principally concerned with educating us insofar as we seek to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our
soul, and with all our mind.”

T H E P R O M I S E O F W H E AT O N

a word from a current student
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1. A promise made. If Jonathan Blanchard, Wheaton’s founding

president, were to step on our campus today, he would be

astounded by the changes:  the number of students, the increase in

facilities, and the lack of hitching posts, to name a few. But I am

confident that when he’d talk with students and faculty, examine our

curriculum, and attend Chapel, he would be quietly pleased. In

consonance with the College’s original charter, Wheaton’s Christ-

centered, rigorous study from a liberal arts point of view thrives.

Founding President Jonathan Blanchard and Wheaton’s early faculty

gave themselves to this kind of education. Theirs was a promise to

every student that a Christ-centered life that fearlessly engages in

culture is a way not merely to make a living but also to make a life

worth living.

2. A promise to keep. President Duane Litfin continues to 

remind the Wheaton community that the baton of Wheaton’s

distinctive heritage is now in our hands. It is a weighty

stewardship, indeed, to constantly guard our mission and heritage

BY DR. R. MARK DILLON

VICE PRESIDENT 

FOR ADVANCEMENT AND 

ALUMNI RELATIONS

1 6

s you read through this issue of Wheaton and gain an idea of what projects we hope to fund, 
I hope you can readily see why we are pursuing the $260-million Promise of Wheaton campaign.

Since the realm of wealth and giving can be a sensitive subject, perhaps I should begin by telling 
you what this campaign is not. Wheaton is not in a campaign to compete with anyone. Our trustees aren’t
motivated by what other institutions are doing in the realm of campaigns, but they do care deeply that
Wheaton stay mission-focused and become all it can be in service to Christ. Our aim is not to garner as
much money as possible for pet projects on campus. On the contrary, the priorities of The Promise
campaign are the result of several years of prioritizing, testing, planning, and praying. If the list looks long
and expensive, you should see the many other worthy projects that did not become initiatives of this
campaign. Why did we choose “The Promise” as our theme? Because it represents at least three 
central ideas for Wheaton College:

a
WHYTHEPROMISE?
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Some Bad Reasons Not to Give

I don’t see my favorite academic department on the project list. 
Perhaps not—but that doesn’t mean that department will not

benefit. Our faculty themselves have expressed appreciation 

that the priorities of this campaign will strengthen the whole

academic enterprise.

I’ve been disappointed with Wheaton College. Wheaton is a human

institution populated by people. Of course we occasionally

disappoint and make bad judgments. But if I waited for a perfect

result before giving, I would not give anywhere—not even to my

children. It seems to me the best we can do is to weigh the

totality of the result in Christ’s kingdom. Don’t give to Wheaton

because it is a perfect place, but because it is a special place.

I can only give a small gift—how can it possibly make a difference?
First, let God determine whether a gift is small or not. 

His economy and scale of blessing is different from ours. 

Second, so-called “small” gifts from thousands of alumni and

friends make a big difference to the work of the College. 

Our numbers year in and year out prove it.

I don’t have any money to give. We hear this more often than you

might think, but it is an unreasonable statement for almost any

American to make.

I want my giving to help the poor, not build the wealth of a prosperous
place like Wheaton. 
Help the poor or support your alma mater? This is not an either-or

proposition. By all means, give generously to direct relief for the 

poor and to help alleviate suffering in this world. But don’t neglect 

a place like Wheaton College, because it is an amazing engine 

equipping the very men and women who will bring lifelong

service to the poor, through their vocations and in their personal

stewardship.

Whether you are considering a one-time “small gift” or a multi-year

investment in a priority of The Promise campaign, please reflect 

on how you can influence the direction and permanence of the

College through your stewardship—for the sake of the work of

Christ through Wheaton College.
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in an age when the culture and the larger academy view us as out of

step. Not many colleges nearly 150 years old are in a position to

perpetuate their founding distinctive character. This campaign will

help Wheaton flourish in service to church and society for generations 

to come. 

3. A promise for now and the future. Our greatest resource is the students

that God brings to us—current and future generations of Wheaton

students. The buildings, programs, endowments, and general funds

that comprise this campaign are merely tools to equip our alumni to

serve Christ in every conceivable vocation and service and in all

corners of the earth. 

Some Good Reasons to Give
Wheaton is a very expensive thing to be. Dr. Litfin’s article (pages 10-15)

clearly elaborates why a Wheaton education cannot be done

inexpensively.

This campaign is the biggest stretch of any fundraising effort in 
the College’s history. Wheaton’s trustees (who have already provided

nearly $50 million of the campaign goal to date) are asking the whole

Wheaton family collectively to give at a level that is more than 

twice what has been given in recent years. To meet this goal, then, will

require not only that more people give, but also that they give 

more than they have ever given before. 

Almost every giving opportunity strengthens the whole academic enterprise
of the College. Your gift to virtually any priority of the campaign is a gift

to every future student at Wheaton. For example, providing a building

such as the new science center will allow students to learn in a

magnificent facility without increasing their tuition. 

Every believer is called to give. I cannot say unequivocally that every

friend of Wheaton should give to Wheaton. But I do think that 

every thoughtful Christian should give generously to Christ’s kingdom.

I’m hoping, of course, that part of that stewardship would be used 

to strengthen the ministry of Wheaton College.

Wheaton has a track record of carefully stewarding gifts. For decades

Wheaton has proven to be careful and transparent in managing funds

that donors have entrusted to us. You can feel confident that Wheaton

takes stewardship as seriously as you do.
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By using a blend of Wheaton’s
traditional building materials 
of red brick and stone with more
contemporary glass elements,
including a soaring atrium topped
by the observatory, College
Architect Bruce Koenigsberg says
the new center’s architecture
“should tell people that we are
contemporary in our study, but
contextual in our values.” The
science center will also be designed
with creation care in mind,
meeting Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED)
standards. LEED is a nationally
accepted benchmark for
sustainable, renewable building
practices developed by the U.S.
Green Building Council.

rom the iPhone in your pocket to the Internet at your fingertips,

from the discoveries of new planets and species to personalized

cancer treatments and new energy sources—science’s cumulative

influence seems boundless. 

Dr. Robert Bishop, Wheaton’s new McIntyre Endowed Chair for the

History and Philosophy of Science observes, “Science is one of the

most dominant forces shaping Western society. Arguably, science today

shapes our culture more thoroughly now than Christianity does.”

In this context, Wheaton’s science faculty offer unique insight as 

they rigorously teach the content of their disciplines, while also

providing students with the Christian framework they need to “resist

turning science into either an idol or an enemy,” notes Dr. Bishop.

Over the last century, Wheaton has earned a reputation for preparing

students to earn doctorates, and has contributed a steady flow of well-

trained scientists to the global market. Yet while Wheaton continues 

to attract outstanding students, profound changes in the way science is

taught and practiced necessitate sweeping new measures to ensure that

the next generations of students receive similarly strong foundations. 

1 8 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

The societal implications of
science are morally bound, and
Christians have a voice in
establishing the vision for the
welfare of humanity. . . . 
Can humanity afford not having
Christians take part in the 
science culture?”

Dr. Dorothy F. Chappell and Dr. E. David Cook, eds.

Not Just Science (Zondervan, 2005)

“

f
ADVANCE

THESCIENCES

the goal: 
$84 million for 
the sciences

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N
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“I regard this building 
as crucial to the College’s
historic existence,” says
Dr. Terry Perciante,
chair of mathematics 
and computer science.
Designed to implement
new paradigms of science
instruction and research,
the new science center
will prepare students for
the ever-expanding 
world of science.
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P R O V I D E  E X C E L L E N T  A C A D E M I C  E X P E R I E N C E  

“A different paradigm that existed when Breyer and Armerding Halls 

were constructed in the 1950s and 1970s has given way to a dynamic,

collaborative model,” says Dean of Natural and Social Sciences 

Dr. Dorothy Chappell. “Students learn through inquiry-based teaching

and research, mentored by faculty with whom they enter the 

discovery process.”

Because this new model of instruction requires more and different 

spaces than Wheaton’s current facilities provide, the College plans to

build a new 128,000-square-foot natural science and mathematics

center, designed specifically to promote interaction while also meeting

the increased demands for space, flexibility, and access to technology. 
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Careful stewardship
Through energy savings, careful design, and mechanical

innovations, the new facility will model stewardship, increasing

productivity and enabling flexibility for programming. The new

building will also be energy efficient, using renewable resources

and saving long-term operating costs. Energy-saving features will

include a self-sustaining ground cover on a portion of the roof,

sun-shade devices, and a light-harvesting system.

Interactive spaces 
Breakout zones with white boards, seminar rooms, computer

facilities, resource room space, and student academic lounge 

space will foster faculty and student collaboration and

engagement.   

Improved resources
Shared faculty and student instrument space; filtered, research-

grade water; and space for vital integrated research equipment will

aid research. A state-of-the-art greenhouse will provide space for

display of rare and unusual plants, as well as for growing plants

needed for experiments. 

Engaging exhibit space 
The new science center will immerse students, scientists, and

visitors in the rigor, vitality, and breadth of Wheaton’s sciences

through a multidisciplinary exhibit space, as well as by providing

discreet exhibit areas for each program to engage potential

students and educate visitors.

The Difference

Effective design 
Designed to accelerate scientific achievement as well as to attract 

and cultivate future generations of scientists, the new building will also

connect students and professionals engaged in scientific fields.

A new paradigm
The new building will provide 28 percent more space, and will be

designed specifically for the new, inquiry-based paradigm of science

instruction and research. It will also offer ample space for scientific

presentations and meetings regarding research. 

Access to technology 
Classrooms and labs will offer wireless accessibility and will be

hardwired for computer access. These instructional spaces will also be

designed to integrate technology into instruction. Media technology

will be near instructional and research labs. Space will be provided for

the integration of technology (like nuclear magnetic resonance [NMR]

data) with computer systems for analysis. Clusters of technology,

including an NMR suite, will provide state-of-the-art labs.

Built-in flexibility 
Some adaptive instructional and research spaces allow this facility to

change as new science needs arise.

Faculty mentoring
Faculty research space will grow substantially, and every faculty member

will have designated lab space for mentoring students in research or

collaborating on projects, giving more students research opportunities.

2 0 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

With state-of-the-art classrooms
and labs, efficient spaces for
collaborative research, better
access to technology, and built-in
flexibility, the new science center
will aid Wheaton’s science faculty
in their efforts to fully equip the
next generations of scientists.
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The New Paradigm

Student Perspective: Who’s doing original research?

Chemistry major Josh Carr ’09 began conducting research last year on

polyelectrolyte multilayer thin films, adding dye and then tracking the

rate of dye diffusion. “I change different aspects of how I make the

films and then record how this affects the dye’s motion,” he says,

explaining that thin films are projected to be a $13.5-billion industry

by 2009 with wide-ranging applications in everything from nanoscale

electronics to artificial photosynthetic devices, smoke alarms, and

more. Josh hopes to publish his findings. He says, “To take the

principles you’ve learned and then use them to try to solve a

problem—to work alongside professors and students on the cutting

edge—it’s pretty exciting.” His research experience, collaborating with

chemistry professors Dr. Peter Walhout and Dr. Daniel Burden,

confirmed his decision to pursue graduate studies in chemistry.

Faculty Mentors: Emerging fields of study
Dr. Becky Eggimann ’00, assistant professor of chemistry, returned to

Wheaton to teach courses in computational chemistry—one of the

fastest growing areas of science. Dr. Eggimann felt called to mentor

and invest in students in a Christian environment. Her research

involves molecular simulation and is done on specialized computers

instead of via test tubes and beakers. She explains, “This type of

computational technique is relatively new. As science progresses we

need to be able to measure and observe not just on the macroscopic

level, but on the microscopic level, too. We need to know what the

molecules are doing, how they are connected to one another, and

more about their shapes and positions.” 

Faculty Mentors: Physical and spiritual ties
“One of the things I often remind my students is that if you can touch

someone’s life and help them physically, it will open doors to impact

them spiritually as well,” says Dr. Kevin Carlson, assistant professor of

applied health science. Specializing in biomechanics, Dr. Carlson says

a new motion-capture system will allow him and several students to

partner with an area orthopedic group each year to study primarily

gait-related disorders. His goal? “We want to help people go through

the activities of daily living, and be able to do the things they enjoy

more efficiently and with fewer limitations.” 

“t
how will biomass 
as a fuel source impact 
food supplies?

his is an important question
with no simple answer, either scientifically or
economically. Energy demand and costs can
strangle our economy, and we must find
alternatives, or our children will suffer. My
current research involves looking at ways to
develop alternative fuels from biomass, first
from corn, but next will come cheaper,
nonfood biomass such as corn stocks, which
will not interfere with the food supply, and
require no additional water or fertilizer. 

This is a global problem, and solutions we find
for the U.S. will definitely have applications 
for people around the world. Our duty as
Christians is to make sure that our actions are
sustainable for the next generation and to find
solutions that benefit everyone.”

Dr. Lanny Schmidt ’60,
Regents Professor 
of Chemical Engineering
and Materials Science 
at the University of
Minnesota

P R O V I D E  E X C E L L E N T  A C A D E M I C  E X P E R I E N C E  
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Davita Maharaj ’08 witnessed the power of art when she traveled to

India last summer to teach art education to children in the slums. 

In retrospect, she says, “Art was the most powerful tool I could ever

have found to tell these children that they are loved and special and

sacred, and that a creative God made them.” 

But for all the strength of Wheaton’s programs, faculty, and students, 

the art building fails to meet today’s needs. Constructed as a gymnasium

in 1899, Adams Hall currently offers inadequate classroom and studio

spaces, and little opportunity for most students to interact with art.

The proposed renovations will establish a permanent presence for the

art department at the heart of Wheaton’s campus. With an additional

11,000 square feet, the renovated building will benefit students 

and visitors alike. It will also give every student the opportunity to

paint, draw, design, sculpt, or photograph—to create—in the image 

of the One who created all. 

rt offers a unique means of honoring our Creator. And in this

culture where images often dominate discussions at work, school,

and home, Wheaton’s art department stands apart, thanks to its

outstanding faculty who approach the discipline with faith-rich talents.

“The image is now so central to public discourse that training in visual

literacy is vital for every student, no matter what the major,” says 

art department chair Greg Halvorsen Schreck. He believes students

require this kind of critical exposure if they are to become not only

effective citizens and workers, but also Christians who recognize 

how images often frame our understanding of our world, of others, and

of ourselves.

At Wheaton, art professors teach more than art history and

appreciation. They also prepare students to think critically about the

images they encounter, and ready them to influence our culture’s visual

dialogue about what is true, beautiful, and meaningful. 

2 2 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

As Christians we
should lead the way in
reclaiming the arts
and restoring them to
their true purpose.”

Phillip Graham Ryken ’88

“

ARTSVISUAL
RECLAIM

THE

a

the goal: 
$13 million to
renovate Adams Hall 

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N
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The Difference
What will Adams Hall gain?
A lecture hall that will draw general education students into the art

building

Instead of one painfully small gallery, there will now be three new ones. 

Students will have their own gallery for the first time, while a secured,

professional gallery will allow faculty to rotate exhibits

Significant new and larger classroom and studio spaces

A faculty office suite

An outdoor sculpture garden

An enhanced computer facility will encourage endeavors that blend new

technologies available in graphic design, printmaking, photography, and

digital filmmaking—opening up the possibilities for new forms of art

Upgraded essentials including wireless classrooms, air-conditioning, 

an elevator to meet accessibility requirements, and wide halls that can

be used for display 

Flexible spaces that will accommodate new media and technologies

Necessary storage

Creative, artistic design elements that give the building a sense of

identity while still melding with the character of the rest of campus

Painting classes currently take place in the middle of the old
gym floor, which also serves as a hallway that gives access to
other classes. The new painting classroom will provide faculty
with private teaching spaces free from disruptions.

Studio art major
Lauren Anderson ’08 why art for the masses?

“art shapes people—it has the ability to challenge,
to provoke, to inspire people. Art may even change something about how
they see the world, or how they live in it. . . . Most people aren’t going
to a gallery or an art museum every day, but graphic design has the
potential to make art accessible and available to people on a daily basis.
So as a graphic designer, I hope to be creating the visual images that
people see every day—to be creating art that seeks to make the world a
better place. Much of art today is depraved and hopeless, but a Christian
artist working in a secular field has the difficult but important opportunity
to convey a message of hope.” 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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P R O V I D E  E X C E L L E N T  A C A D E M I C  E X P E R I E N C E  
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Music speaks to the
heart and to the mind;
so to study music 
is to participate in the
development of the
whole person.”
Dr. Curtis Funk, professor 

of music education emeritus, and

2007-08 interim dean of Wheaton’s

Conservatory of Music

“

An acoustically engineered rehearsal room for Wheaton’s large ensembles, including the Symphony Orchestra
and Symphonic Band, will be part of the new addition. “A rehearsal room will create an environment where
subtle connections between instruments will be heard much better, resulting in more growth for our musicians on
such things as intonation, blend, balance, and musical understanding,” notes Daniel Sommerville, associate
professor of music and conductor of Wheaton’s Symphony Orchestra.

The addition to the north end of Edman
Chapel will not only make it a fine
performance venue, meeting the needs of 
world-class artists who participate in the
Artist Series (including Wendy White’75,
seen below), it will also contribute 
to the Conservatory’s pursuit of excellence 
in music education. 

2 4 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

MUSICAL
EXCELLENCE

PURSUE

the goal: $11 million 
to construct a new
Edman Chapel addition 

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

54988_10-33  4/17/08  6:02 PM  Page 24



An acoustically engineered rehearsal room, almost

three times the cubic square feet of the current

instrumental rehearsal room, that will also serve as

gathering space for performers prior to concerts

Percussion faculty office, studio, and storage

Harp studio and storage

Double bass studio and storage

Organ practice and teaching room

Harpsichord lesson and practice room

Two new private dressing rooms for Artist Series

featured guests and other performers

Additionally . . . 
The reallocation of vacated spaces in McAlister

Conservatory and Pierce Chapel will help

alleviate overcrowding in these facilities. Possible

uses of these spaces may include:

Instructional and practice rooms

Office space for part-time music faculty

Student lounge, instrument storage
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rowing up in a small Chicago suburb, Wendy White ’75 hadn’t planned on coming to Wheaton,

and she hadn’t dreamt of a career as a professional singer. “I thought I would probably teach,” she

explains. Then she sang for Conservatory Dean Harold Best and, over the course of four years of

study at Wheaton, everything changed. 

“I had teachers who gave me confidence, who fostered my desire for excellence, who prayed with me

and guided me, so that by the time I went into the world, I had been so prepared and nurtured, that even

if I had failed in music, I would have had all the tools I needed to go on to do something else,” she says.

Thanks to her training at Wheaton, Wendy quickly established herself as an internationally acclaimed

opera singer, performing and recording with Leonard Bernstein, James Levine, and Zubin Mehta. She’s

now been with the Metropolitan Opera House as a principal artist/soloist for the last 19 years, with no

end in sight. She says, “I hope to sing until the day I die . . . and then every day after that.”

Wendy is just one of many Conservatory alumni successful in any number of fields. With 200 music

majors, three major choral groups, opera music theater, and four instrumental ensembles, as well as Artist

Series events that draw performers from around the globe, Wheaton’s Conservatory has a 130-year history

of combining the exploration of musical excellence with the relentless pursuit of the glory of God.  

But for all the success of alumni like Wendy, and the quality and dedication of the music faculty, the

Conservatory’s aging facilities no longer provide suitable spaces for teaching, rehearsing, staging, and

dressing.  

As a result, this year the College plans an 8,000-square-foot addition to the north end of Edman that

will serve the needs of visiting artists, as well as of the students and faculty who use these spaces daily

to make music of the highest possible technical and artistic merit.

The Difference
Built so that Edman Chapel and the new spaces may be used simultaneously, the addition will include:  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

P R O V I D E  E X C E L L E N T  A C A D E M I C  E X P E R I E N C E  

“m
what is the power 
of music?

y mom is a
gospel singer and my dad
was a jazz pianist, so for
me, the best way I connect
with God has always been
through music and worship,”
says Will Liverman ’10, who
chose Wheaton for its
Christ-centered education,
prestigious Conservatory,
and its proximity to
Chicago. A bass/baritone
voice major to watch, 
he’ll be performing in the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago’s
production of Porgy and Bess,
starting in the fall of 2008. 

Will Liverman ’10, 
voice major

g
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me to hear a deeper narrative of their dreams and possible selves . . . to

learn who they are and see how God is shaping and inspiring them.”

The Faculty Student Mentoring Initiative (FSMI) is about formalizing

high quality relationships between faculty and students that center

around scholarly endeavors but extend beyond academics, to blend

mentoring along personal, professional, and spiritual dimensions. 

“Although we want our students to develop such skills as thinking and

writing clearly and carefully analyzing and developing arguments, the

goal is the development of the full person who lives what she or he

learns,” says philosophy department chair Dr. Bruce Ellis Benson.

By building faculty capacity across disciplines, it is hoped that every

student will have the opportunity for a formal, credit-bearing,

mentoring experience while at Wheaton. This bold vision depends

upon adding at least 25 new faculty members so that each may develop

and lead mentoring experiences. 

All of these formal mentoring programs will build relationships based on

a common intellectual exploration. Students and professors may agree

to write an academic paper together, examine advanced topics, or serve

on small research teams in their disciplines. While engaged in these

pursuits with trusted faculty members, students will gain much more

than the benefit of a professor’s expertise. Ultimately, these projects will

help each student discover and grow into their God-given potential. 

entoring is not a new concept at Wheaton. Departmental

dinners at professors’ homes, meetings during office hours, and

“Dine with a Mind” lunches at Anderson Commons are a few of the

settings where relationships between students and faculty germinate.

They also develop next to humming photocopiers, on overseas study

programs, and in the shade of stately trees on front campus. 

In short, nurturing interactions between faculty and students can take

root almost anywhere. This is because Wheaton’s professors are not

solely concerned with their students’ intellectual growth, as significant

as that is. They know that encouraging students on their spiritual

journeys is utterly foundational to that student’s future well-being. 

Of all his professional duties at Wheaton, associate professor of

psychology Dr. J. Derek McNeil finds mentoring the most personally

satisfying. “Mentoring means that I sometimes allow students to disturb

my scholarship moments . . . and linger in conversations that go beyond

a particular question to the larger questions of living wisely. This allows

2 6 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

I am at Wheaton, doing what I love, because of a teacher who stretched me and mentored me at a 
crucial time in my life. Because of that rich experience, I am committed to doing the same for my students.”

Dr. Sharon Coolidge ’72, English Department Chair

MENTORS
CULTIVATE

m

geology major Kevin Befus ’08 served as a teacher’s
assistant for Dr. James Clark, professor of geology and environmental science, and also spent three summers
working on Dr. Clark’s funded research—computer modeling of the Great Lakes region’s hydrology changes.

“I got to know Dr. Clark through stories he told,” says Kevin. “I think it would be very hard to approach my
future without using the insight I gained from him. I went with Dr. Clark and his wife . . . to Cambridge,
England, for a month. It was like having adopted parents. We had devotions in the morning, and Mrs. Clark
made every meal. Dr. Clark is my mentor when it comes to academics and life questions.”

Dr. James Clark,
professor of geology
and environmental
science, and 
Kevin Befus ’08, 
geology major

what difference can 
one mentor make?

“
the goal: $18 million 
to nurture faculty-to-
student mentoring  

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

54988_10-33_u1  4/23/08  4:34 PM  Page 26



xecutive director of the International Sustainable Development

Studies Institute (ISDSI) in Chiang Mai, Thailand, Dr. Mark

Ritchie ’86 launched the program 10 years ago as a direct result of his

own HNGR internship. In fact, he calls it “a legacy of HNGR.”

Named as one of three best practice programs by the Institute of

International Education in 2005, ISDSI now hosts Wheaton students

studying abroad as well as current HNGR interns, offering unique

“Expedition Field Courses” that bring students face to face with human

rights issues, the effects of urbanization, the degradation of natural

resources, various economic systems, the different ecologies of the

islands and coastlands, and more.

“What you can observe in Thailand are all of the challenges and

struggles of globalization in one country,” explains Mark. “It’s exciting to

have Wheaton students engage the whole faith and learning issue in a

supportive environment where they are dealing with some of the most

difficult issues out there.”

According to The Chronicle of Higher Education, such experiential learning

opportunities are a hallmark of the “campus of the future,” and the

significance of these programs is widely recognized today. 

“Today’s college students . . . are known to thrive in (or at least prefer)

e

informal and nontraditional learning,” the journal reported in its July 21,

2006, issue. “They like group study, real-world problems, experiential

learning, and improvised study environments. They do as much or more

learning outside the classroom as in it.”

It is with this in mind that Wheaton is framing its Beyond the Classroom

initiative—to expand students’ opportunities for learning in

nontraditional ways and places, at home and abroad. 

Such opportunities have existed at Wheaton for years, through academic

programs like HNGR and Urban Studies, as well as through extra-

curricular activities like athletics and student ministries. The key, President

Duane Litfin says, is “more.” Although the initiative has not yet targeted

the specific programs that it will promote, it will contribute an additional

$3 million toward alternative learning experiences at Wheaton.

“The importance of experiential learning, the necessity of having a global

perspective, the significance of creative approaches to learning and new

technologies—all of these are driving us to think beyond the traditional

‘meat and potatoes’ classroom setting,” Dr. Litfin explains. “We still want

to keep that as the core, but in this and in future generations, we need to

make an ever-richer learning environment available to Wheaton

students.”

For Mark, who is able to study the coral reefs, teach mangrove ecology

while sea kayaking, and watch students learn through interaction with

tribal elders, conventional classrooms pale in comparison. 

“ISDSI is getting recognized for being really cutting-edge and really

innovative in what we’re doing,” he says. “A lot of that credit has to go to

my experience as a sociology major and a HNGR intern at Wheaton.” 
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BEYOND
CLASSROOMTHE

EXPAND

S H A P E  T H E  W H O L E  S T U D E N T  F O R  C H R I S T

Our students tell us, our alumni tell us, and we know it
ourselves—experiential learning is one of the most 
important types of learning students can be exposed to. 
Our goal is simply to notch it up.” President Duane Litfin

“

P R O V I D E  E X C E L L E N T  A C A D E M I C  E X P E R I E N C E  

the goal: $3 million 
to support beyond-
the-classroom learning  

Biology students study the
prairie during a trip to Badlands
National Park, South Dakota.
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We can’t separate 
evangelism and service as 
just being parts of the church,
and the mind and education
as being parts of college. . . . 
If students don’t have 
a holistic picture now, when
they get out into the world,
there will still be a mindset 
of separation.”

Sue Lee, assistant director 

of the Office of Christian Outreach

Christian education and Bible double-major, Sarah Andersen ’08 knows it can become 

all too easy for Wheaton students to reduce their evangelistic responsibility to “going on a

missions trip or participating in a summer ministry.” 

According to a 2007 evangelism survey of Wheaton students, faculty, and staff, only 1.2 percent

of freshman believed that the verbal message of the gospel is more important than the deeds that

accompany that message, which may also mean that many students feel insecure or intimidated

about how to verbally evangelize in everyday contexts.

2 8 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

EVANGELISM
ENCOURAGE 

a

“

Top left: Missionaries to the
Waodani Indians of Ecuador in
December 1952 (left to right): 
Ed McCully ’49, Marilou
McCully (holding their first son),
Pete Fleming, Emma Guikema,
Elisabeth Howard Elliot ’48, Jim
Elliot ’50. The men were martyred
in 1956.

Near left: A poster from the 
early years of Rev. Billy
Graham’s ’43, Litt.D. ’56
ministry.

Bottom: Nate Saint ’50 (who was
also martyred in 1956), with a
member of the Waodani.

the goal: $2 million 
to increase evangelistic
opportunities  

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N
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why evangelism at Wheaton?

Dr. Jerry Root,
assistant professor and
associate director of
the Institute for
Strategic Evangelism

“if we’re going to talk about the
integration of faith and learning, that should
include an integration of evangelism and
discipling in the learning process. The more I
understand my liberal arts education, the more
I understand how to enter into relationship with
another person and connect the gospel to some
felt need in his or her life—be it sociological,
economic, psychological . . . whether it relates to
the sciences or social sciences or the arts.

If you see students who have just led someone
to Jesus for the first time, you see the lights go
on in their eyes. It’s like the sails of their lives
were filled with the purpose of the Holy Spirit
and they felt direction. They may not change
career interests, but whatever their career, they
will know they’re strategically placed.”

“Sometimes it involves taking initiative and getting out of your

comfort zone,” admits Sarah, but adds that it is also just as

important to be approachable and conversational. “If Christ is as

an integral part of my life as He should be, that will come out.” 

The evangelism initiative does not focus on sweeping change, but

steady growth, making proclaiming the gospel a normative part of

students’ lives while they are still on campus, even as it prepares

them for the future. 

With the help of the newly formed Wheaton Evangelism Group

(a committee of faculty, staff, students, and administrators from a

variety of disciplines and offices), students can discover ways to

engage in evangelism that neither involve lengthy time

commitments nor distract from their studies. The group also

assesses campuswide attitudes and practices relative to evangelism

and recommends programs that could foster and support an ethos

of evangelism at Wheaton—from evangelistic training for

incoming students, to biannual evangelism conferences.

Additional programs the evangelism initiative will promote include:

Global Media Outreach 
This network of evangelism and discipleship websites was created

by Campus Crusade for Christ and allows students to answer

Internet queries from people around the world who have

questions about God and faith. Without leaving campus, students

have opportunities for evangelism and follow-up on a regular basis

from their own computers.

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
By answering phones during national airings of Billy Graham

specials, students come in contact with people who are already

eager to hear the message of Christ. At nationwide Franklin

Graham Festivals, after the message of the gospel is presented,

they can pray with those who respond to the invitation to accept

Christ.

The Office of Christian Outreach
The Office of Christian Outreach (OCO) provides numerous

outlets for students to plug into short-term missionary, social

justice, service, and evangelistic ministries—from “street

evangelism” teams to the Youth Hostel Ministry, which ministers

to Europe’s traveling community every summer.

S H A P E  T H E  W H O L E  S T U D E N T  F O R  C H R I S T
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Though this sounds more like a miracle of provision than a regular

occurrence—“miracles” happen at Wheaton more often than you think. 

Every Wheaton student, thanks to the sacrificial giving of alumni and

friends of the College, enjoys what amounts to a $10,000 “scholarship” in

tuition subsidies, made possible by the Wheaton Fund and unrestricted

planned gifts, bequests, and endowment. And today, Wheaton has more

than 700 endowed scholarships worth in excess of $100 million that

provide about $4.5 million in financial grants for students. 

For $5,000, an individual endowed scholarship may be estabished in 

the honor of a loved one or a favorite professor, and scholarships may be

restricted to specific groups of students (such as those studying 

in a particular academic program), when gifts of $25,000 or more are

received into their fund. The College spends five percent of the 

36-month average value of endowed scholarship funds, enabling them to

grow with inflation, and allowing their value to remain constant.

Because unrestricted, need-based scholarships support the broadest range

of students, the campaign’s endowed scholarship initiative seeks 

$26 million to increasing these scholarships. It will earmark another 

$4 million in merit-based aid for the Conservatory and natural sciences. 

As you give, know that gifts of any value help the College’s general

unrestricted scholarship fund. And through contributing to merit-based

scholarships, you also help Wheaton’s programs in the sciences and the

performing arts remain financially competitive for gifted students who

are important to the continued quality of these programs.

Who knows? The student you support could become an engineer,

doctor, renowned pianist—or yet another Wheaton College president. 

t was the summer of 1939, and one young student was just two years

into his education at Wheaton College. Living with an aunt and uncle

in the nearby suburb of Oak Park, he was contemplating dropping

out of school for lack of finances.

One afternoon as he was praying about the situation, the doorbell rang,

and a postal worker delivered an envelope from Wheaton College.

“The letter,” he explains, ”was from the registrar, who informed me that

an anonymous donor had paid my tuition for the 1939-40 year!”

That grateful student was not only able to finish his B.A. in history

thanks to another’s generosity, he eventually went on to become

Wheaton College’s fifth president—Dr. Hudson T. Armerding ’41. 

3 0 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

the goal: 
$30 million to endow
scholarships

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

“we wanted to honor my parents and we wanted to do it while they are living,” explains
John-Marc Bilezikian ’81, M.A. ’88, after he and his wife Jane Harty Bilezikian G.S. ’91 recently
established an endowed scholarship in appreciation of their parents, Dr. Gilbert HON and Maria Bilezikian.  

“Establishing this scholarship seems like the ideal way both to pay tribute to them and to support a place
that has meant so much to us,” says John-Marc. “My father was a Bible professor at Wheaton for 20
years, and my mother played a very important role in supporting his work and ministry at the College.”

In addition to earning two degrees and meeting his wife, Jane (now a College employee), at Wheaton,
John-Marc says all of his siblings have also been students or employees at the College. He adds, “We
would be thrilled if our son, John-Michel, chooses to attend Wheaton someday.”

Dr. Gilbert HON and 
Maria Bilezikian

why fund an endowed scholarship? 

i
SCHOLARSHIPS

ENDOWED
SUPPORT
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immediately for the current operations of the College—again, further

reducing tuition costs for students.

By contributing to a planned gift, you are continuing a tradition of 

giving to which Wheaton owes its legacy of educating outstanding

students affordably. And you are providing funds that can be accessed

long into the future, ensuring that Wheaton College will remain strong

for generations to come. Because of the importance of planned gifts 

to the continued viability and heritage of Wheaton, one of the

initiatives of The Promise campaign is to raise $40 million in planned

gifts.

Barrett is grateful for his Wheaton education, which gave him a solid

foundation for his faith, his life, and his career as an orthodontist. 

Both he and Regis greatly value Christian education in today’s world. 

“Other folks gave so that we were able to go to excellent Christian

colleges,” the Andersons say. “We feel led to do the same for the next

generation.” 

Interested in making a planned gift? 
We would be glad to assist you.  For more information, please contact

Dave Teune or David Melilli at 800-525-9906, or gift.plan@wheaton.edu.

You can also visit our website: giving.wheaton.edu.

h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u  3 1

fter 40 years of owning rental properties in the San Francisco Bay

Area, Barrett Anderson ’50 and his wife, Regis, felt it was time 

to get out of the real estate rental business. So the Andersons decided to

contribute their highly appreciated apartment buildings to fund two

Wheaton College charitable remainder trusts.

What is a charitable remainder trust? It’s just one form of planned gift

that allows the giver to redirect assets to ministry that otherwise might

be lost in estate, income, or capital gains taxes. Planned gifts can include

everything from outright gifts of property to gift annuities, charitable

trusts, revocable trusts, wills, or even endowed scholarships. 

The Andersons’ trusts released them from the burdens of property

management while providing significantly higher income than was

provided by their rental properties. In addition, Barrett and Regis

avoided capital gains taxes and received a large charitable deduction.

Many forms of planned giving provide lifetime and supplemental

retirement income, in addition to supporting the work of Wheaton

College. Matured charitable trusts help fund the current operations of

the College so any resulting budget surplus can be used to build and

strengthen facilities and programs. They also contribute to Wheaton’s

endowment, helping reduce the cost of student tuition. In the same way,

a portion of each unrestricted gift annuity contribution is used

For more than a century, individuals have
entrusted Wheaton with their charitable
giving, helping the College to provide the
best in educational programs efficiently and
economically.

GIVING
PLANNEDPROMOTE

a

K E E P  W H E A T O N  A F F O R D A B L E

the goal: 
$40 million for
planned gifts

Barrett ’50 and Regis Anderson 
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ministries, and spring and summer mission trips organized by the Office

of Christian Outreach. Moreover, it invests in professional development

for faculty and keeps their salaries competitive so that Wheaton can

attract and retain some of the nation’s most gifted educators.

Lauren cites how different her college years have been from those of

her friends at other schools where partying and superficial relationships

are a focus. “This makes me appreciate Wheaton’s positive, nurturing

community environment—and the Wheaton Fund—even more.”

3 2 S P R I N G 2 0 0 8

the goal: 
$27 million to decrease 
per-student costs

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

ophomore Lauren Hutson ’10 loves Wheaton’s unique fusion of

academic rigor, biblical instruction, and character-driven

programming. But affording Wheaton has been a challenge. Lauren is

not unlike many middle-income students in America who face tuition

costs that continue to outpace inflation, family income, and federal

tuition assistance, according to 2007 College Board reports. 

As a result, more and more students are turning to private loans, which

carry higher interest rates and greater risks than federally assisted lending.

“We are creating a generation of students who are leaving college with

long-term debt that is similar in size to a mortgage, only there is no

house,” says Willis J. Hulings III, president and CEO of the nonprofit

Boston-based Education Resources Institute. 

Because of Wheaton’s intentional commitment to wise use of its 

God-given resources, no other institution in America educates such

high-achieving students (those with average SAT scores above 1300)

more cost-effectively than Wheaton.   

The College accomplishes this through scrupulous stewardship of its

tuition revenues and gifts from alumni, parents, and friends. The result is

that annual endowment earnings and the unrestricted dollars of the

Wheaton Fund help reduce the cost of educating every student by about

one-third. That comes to an annual subsidy of about $10,000 per student. 

In short, the Wheaton Fund helps close the margin between a good

education and a truly excellent education, allowing Wheaton to remain

affordable to the largest spectrum of students possible.  

The Wheaton Fund also supports programs like athletics and the

Human Needs and Global Resources (HNGR) program, weekly student

WHEATON
GROW THE

FUND
s

“w
what does the Wheaton Fund do?

hen we began looking at colleges
for our sons, we were initially surprised that Wheaton
offered less financial aid than some of the nation’s other
top colleges and universities. But we quickly realized that
the difference in financial aid was greatly mitigated by
Wheaton’s competitive pricing.

What does the Wheaton Fund do? It helps make this
competitive pricing possible without sacrificing one iota
of the excellence that characterizes Wheaton’s
distinguished faculty, Christ-centered programming, and
first-rate learning resources. 

Wheaton chooses to lower its tuition so that a greater
number of students—from all walks of life—can attend.
Because of this, we’ve felt led to give to Wheaton beyond
what’s been required for our sons’ educations by
regularly supporting the Wheaton Fund through our
commitment as Wheaton Associates.”  

Ron and Susie Cockle,
parents of Tyler ’07
and Ted ’09
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Endowed Scholarships

Make Wheaton available for the
widest economic range of students
by increasing need-based
scholarships nearly 30 percent

Double Wheaton’s endowment for
merit-based scholarships for the
sciences and the Conservatory to
continue attracting excellent students

The Wheaton Fund

Annually subsidize about $10,000
toward each student’s educational
cost

Recruit high-caliber faculty

Invest in enriching programs for
students

Planned Giving

Provide for the current and future
operating costs of Wheaton College
while providing donors with lifetime
income and other financial and tax
benefits

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Faculty-to-Student Mentoring

Formalize high quality relationships
between faculty and students 
that center on scholarly endeavors,
but extend beyond academics to
blend mentoring along personal,
professional, and spiritual dimensions

Beyond-the-Classroom Learning

Expand opportunities for learning in
nontraditional ways and places, at
home and abroad, so future students
will experience ever-richer learning
environments 

Evangelism

Develop students into well-balanced
Christians by helping them grow 
in the area of evangelism, so that
proclaiming the gospel becomes 
a normative part of their lives 
while they are still on campus even
as they prepare for the future 

•

•

•

•

•

•

Fine Arts

Provide space and endowment 
for an education in the visual and
performing arts that prepares
students to think critically about
these disciplines, and readies them 
to impact our culture’s artistic
dialogue about what is true, beautiful, 
and sacred

Adams Hall Renovation

Increase space by 70 percent 

Add a 70-seat lecture hall

Create three galleries for 
student and faculty art

Include an outdoor sculpture garden

Edman Chapel Addition

Serve the needs of visiting artists
and provide more teaching,
rehearsing, staging, and office space
through an 8,000-square-foot
addition to Edman Chapel

Library Improvements (Completed)

Increased space and expanded
technology and online resources 

Relocated archival services to the
Billy Graham Center

Renovated interior and reorganized
materials to better serve students

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

New Science Center

Accelerate scientific achievement 
by attracting and cultivating future
generations of scientists, and
increasing endowment for the sciences

Meet the needs of the new, 
inquiry-based paradigm of science
instruction and research

Add 28 percent more space to
existing facilities

Increase faculty research space and
lab space for student mentoring and
collaboration

Incorporate adaptive instructional and
research spaces

Foster student collaboration and
engagement with interactive spaces

Save long-term operating costs 
by using environmentally-efficient
design

Create a multidisciplinary exhibit
space for engaging potential students
and educating visitors
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The J. Dennis Hastert Center for
Economics, Government, and Public
Policy at Wheaton College

Advance the study of market economies
and representative democracies,
serving campus and the community 

Introduce the Jean and E. Floyd Kvamme
Endowed Chair of Political Economy

Complete renovations of the 
Memorial Student Center 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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The Promise of
Wheaton campaign
is a sesquicentennial
campaign, coinciding
with Wheaton’s
150th anniversary in
2010. The most
ambitious campaign
in Wheaton’s history,
its $260-million goal
includes typical
yearly giving, as well
as gifts to fund
special projects. 

The future of the
College’s Christ-
centered mission
depends on the
convictions of those
who give, their
confidence in
Wheaton’s trustworthy
stewardship, and
their generosity.

http://promise.wheaton.edu

OO
T

H
E
 P

R
M

IS
E

O
F

W
H

E
A

T
O

N

☛
he

re’
s 

yo
ur

 ta
ke

 a
wa

y. 
 fo

ld 
an

d 
tea

r o
ut 

at 
pe

rfo
rat

ion
.

54988_InsertFix_u3  4/28/08  4:18 PM  Page 2



‘‘

the Promise of Wheaton
provide excellent The Sciences: New Science Center $ 84M 
academic experience The Arts: Adams Hall / Edman $ 24M 

The Library / Hastert Center  $ 14M 

shape the whole Faculty-to-Student Mentoring  $ 18M 
student for Christ Beyond-the-Classroom Learning $ 3M 

Evangelism $ 2M 

keep Wheaton Endowed Scholarships $ 30M 
affordable The Wheaton Fund $ 27M

Planned Giving  $ 40M
Restricted Projects $ 18M

Total Goal $260M 

There is a genius to a Wheaton education. 

Wheaton is what I call a ‘thumbprint institution,’ one that typically marks its
graduates for life. . . . Beyond any other college in the country, Wheaton has for 
almost a century and a half sent generation after generation out into the world 
to make a difference ‘For Christ and His Kingdom,’ in every conceivable walk of life.

—Wheaton College President Duane Litfin ’’
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An illustration of the
Memorial Student Center,
with an inset of the Hastert
Center floor plan.

To oversee the Hastert Center, Wheaton has selected Dr. Silvio Javier

Comboni, the former Minister of Finance for Bolivia, as the Jean and

E. Floyd Kvamme Endowed Chair of Political Economy. 

“I am extremely pleased as I think he brings prestige and concrete policy

experience to the Center,” says Dr. Sandra Joireman, chair of politics

and international relations. “I expect we will have far more emphasis on

public policy both in terms of research and in the classroom. This will

equip our students well for work in government and finance.”

The Hastert Center and Kvamme Chair will focus on classroom

teaching, scholarly research, and public discussion on policy issues

that former Speaker Dennis Hastert ’64 addressed during his public

life, including everything from education and drug policy to

international trade, business regulations, and policies affecting the

market economy. The Center will also provide financial and

administrative support for guest lecturers, curriculum development,

conferences, student seminars, and internships. 

h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u  3 3

history major at Wheaton and “a bit of a political junkie,” 

Jon Vandenheuvel ’91, spent more than 10 years working 

on Capitol Hill, serving as chief of staff for congressman Pete Hoekstra,

and later as executive director of the Republican Conference. 

More recently, he has joined the private sector, and is now co-founder

and president of J.C. Watts companies, where he is putting into practice

what he learned at Wheaton from professors like Dr. Lyle Dorsett.

“Much of my sensitivity to issues of empowerment, inner-city

education, urban economic development, and the building of strong,

win-win relationships with diverse communities and cultures came from

classes like Urban History at Wheaton,” he notes. 

He views the Center’s goal of advancing the study of market economies

and representative democracies as vital. “At the end of the day, policy

drives economics and economics drives policy,” he notes. 

The Hastert Center will be housed in the Memorial Student Center,

along with the politics and international relations, and business 

and economics departments.  

HASTERT CENTER
LIBRARY

RENOVATE

THE

MSC/
AND

a

RReennoovvaattiioonnss  ooff  BBuusswweellll  MMeemmoorriiaall  LLiibbrraarryy

were completed in 2006. At that time, the

Wheaton College Archives and Special

Collections relocated to the Billy Graham

Center, which increased the library’s available

space and allowed for the reorganization of

existing collections and an expansion of online

resources. The interior also received a “facelift”

with the addition of new furniture and a new

lounge area.

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

the goal: $14 million
for the library, MSC,
and the Hastert Center
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n the spring of 1991, I 

traveled to the rural 

mountains of Honduras with 

a group of fellow Wheaton students. Our mission was to build a pipeline to bring

running water to the area’s underserved residents. While we were working,

a seven-year-old child got tangled up in a barbed wire fence and was injured.

There was no medical care available, so I cleaned and bandaged his wounds.

The experience changed the trajectory of my life. I returned to Wheaton 

recommitted to becoming a doctor—a goal I had given up after a harrowing

experience with the premed program’s organic chemistry requirement. I’m now

entering my seventh year as a family medicine doctor in the town of Berwyn,

just west of Chicago. I really enjoy my specialty because it allows me to build the

long-term, multigenerational relationships with patients and their families,

which are so crucial to good healthcare.

It was Wheaton College’s unique mission—namely, its commitment to an education
of both the mind and the heart—that helped me articulate God’s plan for my life.

It’s possible that without the Honduras Project and the opportunity it gave me to

serve others, I would not have discerned the Lord’s call to a career in medicine.

Because I so deeply value what Wheaton has given me, I believe it’s my responsibili-

ty—and my privilege—to invest in The Promise of Wheaton. I urge you to join

me. As Wheaton approaches its 150th birthday, the College has committed to

key upgrades necessary to continue preparing students to serve the church and

society in a 21st-century world.

Last year, 34 percent of Wheaton’s alumni gave back to Wheaton. Our goal is to

reach 50 percent. It may sound cliché, but every gift really does make a 

difference. Together, modest gifts become substantial gifts. And strong alumni 
participation further unifies the College, attracts support from foundations 

and other donors, and enhances our national ranking.

This is a pivotal time in the history of the College—and our world. Your support

will help realize the remarkable legacy of Wheaton’s past and its extraordinary

promise to its future.

Alumni Relations

Vice President for

Advancement and Alumni

Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Alumni Association

President

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

President-Elect

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Past President

Robert D. Dye ’73

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49

Alumni Trustee

Representatives

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Robert D. Dye ’73

Board of Directors

Serving through 2008

Sally Lynch Brinks ’60

Jennifer Brown Brown ’99

Stephen P. Dill ’72

Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72

Marilyn Carnett Spradley ’65

Elizabeth Woodson ’06

Serving through 2009

Donald S. Amsler ’58

Egil H. Anderson ’61

Jad Jabbour ’07

Adonya Seldon Little ’90

Christopher M. Perciante ’78

Linda Rensink Perciante ’77

Serving through 2010

Douglas Ambler ’90 

Mer Crow ’57

Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 

Christopher Jahns ’82

Patty Klepack Mann ’82

Norman Mindrebo ’80

Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 

David Patterson ’53

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

President,

Wheaton College 

Alumni Association

WHEATONalumni
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WHEATON
ON THE ROAD

2008

W

FEBRUARY
23 Scottsdale, AZ President Duane Litfin

23 Ft. Myers, FL social gathering

MARCH
6 Santa Barbara, CA President Duane Litfin

7 Los Angeles, CA President Duane Litfin

7 Portland, OR Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

8 Orange County, CA President Duane Litfin

8 Seattle, WA Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

8 Raleigh/Durham, NC Dr. John Walford

10 Vancouver, BC Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

10 Houston, TX Coach Mike Swider ’77  

11 Charlotte, NC Dr. John Walford

11 Dallas, TX Coach Mike Swider ’77 

14 Naples, FL Dr. Terry Perciante ’67

15 Grand Rapids, MI Dr. Lon Allison

15 Detroit, MI Dr. Lon Allison

28 St. Louis, MO Dr. P.J. Hill

APRIL
5 Minneapolis, MN Dr. Terry Perciante ’67 

11 New York, NY Dr. Jay Wood

12 Wyckoff, NJ Dr. Jay Wood

17 Chicago Loop Dr. P.J. Hill

18 Atlanta, GA Dr. Ken Chase

19 Indianapolis, IN Dr. Christine Gardner

19 Nashville, TN Dr. Ken Chase

19 Philadelphia, PA Dr. Jerry Root

19 Washington, DC Dr. Jerry Root

26 Bryan / College social gathering

Station, TX

MAY
1 Oakland, CA social gathering 

22 Boston, MA President Duane Litfin

JULY
2 Japan President Duane Litfin

Wheaton Club events

are a great way to

meet alumni, parents,

and other friends of

Wheaton and maintain

a connection with the

College no matter

where you live. Many

exciting events are

scheduled this year. We

hope you can attend.

In the fall of 2007, nearly 100 “over age 55” Wheaton

alumni and friends met at HoneyRock for the sixth 

annual Northwoods Adventure sponsored by the Alumni

Relations office.

Join us again this fall—September 14-19, 2008.

Reconnect with old friends, make new ones, and enjoy

everything that beautiful HoneyRock has to offer! Check

out www.wheatonalumni.org/nwa to see the 2007 photo

album and a letter from the planning committee.

Ruth Bamford ’50--Chair

Gary ’68 & Becky Stam Beebe ’69 

Chuck Hogren ’58 

Rea Johnson 

Northwoods Adventure Committee

Zondra Lindblade Swanson ’55 

Peter Leigh ’58 

Roger & Sandra Schmid Morriss ’61

Pete ’50 & June Coray Willson ’50
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new decisions on elections

Those of you who are avid readers of Wheaton

magazine may have noticed an omission in this

spring edition, which has traditionally included the

Alumni Association’s Board of Directors election

ballot. It was purposely left out because we have

adopted a new policy. A nominating committee

made up of three members of the Board will now

recommend candidates to the full Board for

consideration.

Why has the Board decided to discontinue

electing alumni to fill these three-year terms? 

1) The ever-growing nature of the alumni body

guarantees that few voters actually know any of

the candidates. 2) Participation in elections in

recent years was less than five percent. 3) Many

qualified and dedicated alumni were willing to

serve but unwilling to run for election. 4) Many of

our most loyal alumni lost elections which, in

some cases, curbed their willingness to volunteer

for Wheaton in the future.

Our new process, I believe, will continue to ensure

we’re recruiting outstanding alumni leaders to

serve the College and the Alumni Association.

Feel free to contact me through the Alumni

Relations office if you have any questions.

Matt Hsieh ’93
President, Wheaton College 
Alumni Association

All alumni are invited to submit nominations for

open positions by submitting a completed form to

the nominations committee. The committee will

take into account class year, vocation, gender,

ethnicity, and demonstrated commitment to

Wheaton. Forms can be obtained and submitted

online at wheatonalumni.org.

Getting Together Photos Are Now Online!
Do you have a great photo of Wheaton alumni at your wedding? Had a recent

roommate reunion but missed getting your group shot into the magazine?

You can now submit these pictures to the Online Community's 

Getting Together photo albums — accessible only by Wheaton alumni.

Here's How...

Log in and view the album at wheatonalumni.org. You must be a 

registered member of the Online Community to view Getting Together photos.

Registration is fast and free. Sign up today!

1
2

Blanchard Birthday Bash
In the Beamer Student Center on

Friday, January 18, the Alumni

Relations office sponsored our first

annual Blanchard Birthday Bash!

Students were invited to celebrate

the birthday of Wheaton College’s

first president and founder,

Jonathan Blanchard (born January

19, 1811). More than 700 orange

and blue frosted cupcakes were

consumed in Blanchard’s honor!

Goodie bags and music added to

the festivities.

Email your photo to alumni@wheaton.edu.

Make sure you include:

Location and reason for getting together 

Name and class year of all alumni pictured (don't forget maiden names) 

Your suggestion for a creative caption
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and me.After we graduated, married, and
began our jobs, we realized how
significant our time at Wheaton really
was.The reasons we decided to give were:
first, to obey the biblical principle to give
of that which the Lord gives to us, and
second, to get in the habit of giving at a
young age.We do not want to wait to
give until we make a “certain amount” of
money, until we are a “certain age,” or
until we are “established enough” in the
workplace, because these are all excuses
that may never be met according to our
expectations. Since Wheaton influenced
and equipped us so significantly, the
College was an obvious choice as a
recipient of our giving.

been challenged during these 15 months,
yet God has been unreservedly faithful.

What aspects of your Wheaton
experience have made the most impact
on your life?
As a transfer student, I was shocked by the
authenticity of the student body and the
faculty at Wheaton College. I formed
relationships at Wheaton that will forever
shape the person that I am and the
woman I hope to someday be. My
professors spent quality time with their
students because they considered it their
calling and not just their job. My
Wheaton education prepared me well for
my current job and future opportunities.
Of course, the men and women of the
Rolling Thunder ROTC program,
especially Steve Gieser, have had a rather
substantial impact on my life! 

You and your husband recently became 
Wheaton Associates. What influenced
your decision to support Wheaton in this
way?
The decision to give financially to
Wheaton was clear and simple for Steve

What did you study at Wheaton?
I majored in international relations.

What are you doing now?
I am currently a special investigator 
contracted by the Department of
Defense. My work entails conducting
investigations and interviews on
individuals who have applied for secret
and top secret security clearances within
the Department of Defense.

What has been the greatest challenge
in your post-graduate life?
My greatest challenge is being a war
bride. I married a Wheaton ROTC
graduate, 1LT Steve Gieser, a year after
our 2005 graduation. He is currently
deployed for 15 months to Baghdad, Iraq,
as an Infantry Airborne Ranger.This long
separation is difficult and sad, but the true
challenge of this deployment has been
living in a reality that every day holds the
question of life or death. My faith has
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YOUNG ALUMNI first     10years

Young Alumni Get Together Across the Country

Q&ATiffany Schram Gieser ‘05

hanging out in Chicago. . . dinner in Boston . . .

bowling in Washington, DC
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Contact:

Footstep Ministries

972.418.6103

www.footstepministries.org

Wheaton College Alumni Relations Tour
Tuscany • Umbria • Rome • October 13-24, 2008

Italy tour

SOLD O
UT!

But save th
e date NOW

for th
e alumni to

ur to
 GREECE, June 5-19, 2009

ITALY

classmates
great memories
professors
reunions
thankful for Wheaton

by Chris Jahns ’82

Member, Wheaton

College Alumni

Association Board

of Directors

+ almost 30 years ago, and why He
continues to call me to support the
mission of Wheaton College. Kim and 
I have committed to participate 
annually in The Promise of Wheaton
campaign, joining our 1982 classmates
and other Wheaton alumni around the
world.Alumni giving enables Wheaton
to expand its reach and impact,
and it is a critical measure of strength to 
prospective students, employers, graduate
schools, and foundations. I ask you to
come alongside the College in your
giving and help fulfill Wheaton’s promise
to current and future generations,
to continue and thrive for the glory 
of God.

Wheaton College is where I met my
wife, Kim Shirley ’82. Last year, one of
our three daughters graduated from the
College, and our other two are there
now. God has blessed each of them, as
He did Kim and me, with great
Wheaton friends and professors who
challenge them to grow and become
more like Jesus.

Last Homecoming, Kim and I returned
to Wheaton for our 25th reunion.We
laughed, cried, worshiped, and shared
together with our classmates, recounting
God’s faithfulness to us all in both the
best and most difficult times of our lives.

The weekend reminded me why 
I believe God called me to Wheaton

3 8 S P R I N G  2 0 0 8

Help Us Connect The world’s

foremost provider of agricultural equipment,

a respected Christian foundation, a leading

pharmaceutical company, a prominent

Christian publisher—they all support

Wheaton, due in large measure to the

initiative and input of parents and alumni.

Are you willing to come alongside to help

connect Wheaton with organizations such

as these? You might be the key to forging

an ongoing partnership that can affect

future generations of students.

If you have affiliations with foundations or

corporations whom you would like to

introduce to Wheaton College, you may,

in confidence, contact:

Kim Jennings, Director of Foundations &

Corporate Relations

Kim.T.Jennings@wheaton.edu

630-752-5924
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Alumni Weekend
Schedule of Events

Friday, May 9, 2008
10 AM - 5 PM | Alumni Weekend Welcome Center

EVENING | Class Reunion Events

8 PM | Festival of Faith Concert

Saturday, May 10, 2008
8 AM | Wheaton Associates Breakfast

9 -11 AM | Alumni Weekend Welcome Center

9:30 -11 AM | Alumni Symposium: 
1968, A Year in Crisis: Evangelical Churches Then and Now
A conversation with:
Nathan Hatch ’68, Mark Noll ’68, and John Piper ’68

11:30 AM | Alumni Celebration Luncheon 

AFTERNOON | Class Reunion Programs and Photos

3 PM | Graduate School Commencement

EVENING | Class Reunion Events

Sunday, May 11, 2008
9 AM | Baccalaureate Service

3 PM | Undergraduate Commencement

For a complete schedule, visit www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions 
or call the Alumni Relations offi ce at 630.752.5047.

We welcome the classes of 

’33, ’38, ’43, ’48, ’53, ’58, ’63, ’68, ’73, and ’78
back to campus this spring for their reunions.

WHEATON COLLEGE 

Save the DateSave the Date
Homecoming 2008 — October 3-4Homecoming 2008 — October 3-4
Classes celebrating reunions include 
’83, ’88, ’93, ’98, and ’03. 

Check in at www.wheatonalumni.org/reunionsCheck in at www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions
to stay posted on reunion plans. to stay posted on reunion plans. 

Wheaton Recognizes...
for Distinguished Service to Society

Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A. ’60 

is president of Tokyo Woman’s Christian University and 
professor emerita of early church history and women’s 
studies at Tokyo Christian University.
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Believe it or not, tuition alone isn’t enough to pay for a Wheaton
education and it never has been. 

Since its beginnings, Wheaton has had to look elsewhere to cover the 
gap between tuition and actual yearly costs—not to mention the need to
fund the construction of chapels and classrooms, gymnasiums and
student centers, libraries and dormitories . . . (the list goes on)..

The Wheaton of today has been brought about by gifts from people—
alumni, parents, students, faculty, staff, and other friends, in addition to
gifts from foundations and corporations.  

Raising funds is not an easy way to build up an institution, but it’s a 
noble and a necessary undertaking. College presidents
are often thought to be the chief fundraisers for 
their institutions, so let’s look at how Wheaton’s six 
past presidents have handled such an important
responsibility.

JONATHAN  BLANCHARD

the asking task

54988_54-64_u1  4/23/08  3:50 PM  Page 54



h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u 5 5

WHY GIVE TO WHEATON? “BECAUSE YOU MUST INVEST IN

SOMETHING, AND AN ENDOWMENT FOR A COLLEGE IS 

AN INVESTMENT IN YOUNG MANHOOD AND WOMANHOOD FOR

ALL THE FUTURE. . . . TO TEACH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN 

TO FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDS AND TO TRAIN THEM

TO BE POWERFUL WORKERS FOR HUMANITY IS A NEVER 

FAILING FOUNTAIN OF BLESSING TO ALL CONCERNED.”     

CHARLES ALBERT BLANCHARD

JONATHAN BLANCHARD  1860-1882

In 1860, with the school on the brink of financial disaster, Jonathan Blanchard answered the 
Lord’s call: “Why did I come to Wheaton? . . .The chief reason was, I believed the Lord had need 
of Wheaton College, to aid in preparing the way for His coming.” (Autobiography, 1891)

For Wheaton’s first president, stabilizing and growing the College’s finances made for difficult 
work: “I have some promises which I think will give me seven or eight hundred dollars more. . . .
I hope to send some more soon. (December 13, 1865 letter to Mary Bent Blanchard)

But President Blanchard always coupled his fundraising trips with his heart for sharing the 
gospel with the people he met along the way: “I am going God willing to take some measures 
for procuring funds for Wheaton College, and shall probably prepare a few discourses to 
preach subsidiary to that effort.” (December 7, 1864 letter to Milton Badger)

CHARLES ALBERT BLANCHARD  1882-1925

Charles Blanchard B.A. 1870 advanced his father’s efforts during his own presidency,
writing candidly of Wheaton’s needs, urging faithful stewardship through financial assistance.
Read what is perhaps his most poignant argument:

Why Should One Give Money to Endow a College?

First: Because we have received so much from the colleges. Great leaders in the battles for human
liberty; great books which comfort and inspire; popular education which “gives all a chance;” all
the humanizing influences of our age, like hospitals and libraries, are from the colleges; they never
precede and always follow them.To give to the college is to pay a debt of honor.

Second: Because building the college furnishes the ladder by which young men and women may
climb to culture, power and opportunity. Give one hundred thousand dollars to twenty young
men and ordinarily you will ruin some of them and injure the rest. Put it into a college and you
will raise hundreds of brave, stalwart men and women to be good leaders in the coming age.

Third: Your endowment given by yourself will not be a perishing, but a permanent thing.
Its income only being used, it will do its work over and over again. Each four years 
those who have enjoyed the fruits of your wisdom and generosity will go out as workers and a
new company will come up for knowledge and impulse which your gift will provide.

Fourth: Your endowment given by yourself will be working your will before your own eyes.
It will not be used up in inheritance taxes, nor in court costs, nor in vexatious lawsuits, nor
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will it be stolen by persons in whom you have no interest. It will be doing your will while
you can see and enjoy it. No man can do what he wishes with his money after he is dead.

Fifth: Because you must invest in something, and an endowment for a college is an
investment in young manhood and womanhood for all the future. Channels of trade change,
valuable securities cease to pay dividends, trusted employees abscond, partners at times are
disloyal, one’s own judgment may fail, but to teach young men and women to fear God and
keep his commands and to train them to be powerful workers for humanity is a never failing
fountain of blessing to all concerned. It is a bargain where all parties gain and none lose.

Sixth: The time to do this is when one wishes to do it and has the power. If men would 
act promptly on lofty impulses the face of the world would change. In noblest efforts 
we usually deliberate, and frequently delays prevent glorious achievements. Mr. Moody says:
“I have been a man of impulse. My best works have been wrought out on the spur of 
the moment.”And Jesus himself said:“I must work the works of him that sent me while 
it is day: the night cometh when no man can work.”

JAMES OLIVER BUSWELL, JR. 1926-1940

The persistent fundraising of the Blanchards created a stable, yet dynamic institution.

Wheaton’s growing reputation generated new financial demands for President Buswell.

For the first time in its history [Wheaton] has far exceeded the limit of 500 set by the
Trustees for student registration. More than 100 keen, quick, ambitious young folks 
tried to enter Wheaton this fall, only to be turned away.Where will they, where can 
they go for a similar distinctly Christian type of education? 

The college is under the greatest stress of quickly increasing its endowment and 
expanding its equipment so that those who knock may enter. . . . For the sake of the 
youth of the world, will you help?  (November 6, 1928, letter)

V. RAYMOND EDMAN  1940-1965

Growth continued during the presidency of Dr. Edman.As World War II drew to 

a close, he asked the Wheaton family for support through prayers and donations, as the 

campus readied itself for an influx of students returning home from the War.

Some will not be back at Wheaton, for they have entered Higher Service. Recently at a
chapel memorial program we affixed the twenty-fourth Gold Star to the college Service
Flag for Sergeant Edward Kautz of Chicago. Eddie had two years as a pre-ministerial 
student at Wheaton before entering the army. On his first night in the barracks as he
kneeled to pray, he received boos and boots, but he kept on praying. Before basic training
was complete, forty lads kneeled with him to acknowledge the Saviour. Eddie’s body 
lies in Belgium awaiting the summons of God’s trumpet; we shall meet him then.

Some of his buddies, like hundreds of others who have found the Savior through Wheaton’s

CHARLES ALBERT BLANCHARD

JAMES OLIVER BUSWELL, JR.

54988_54-64_u2  4/28/08  9:38 AM  Page 56



h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u 5 7

service men and women, will be coming to Wheaton to pick up the torch fallen from
Eddie’s hand. From far and near they write me,“I have never attended Wheaton,
but I’ll be coming when this job is over.”

Will we be ready for them? . . .

Our January Bulletin told the story of a two-dollar gift given to buy “a doorknob to 
open the door of opportunity to someone who might prove a blessing to many.”
Having read this, a friend in Oregon provided a keg of nails for the same door.Three 
sisters in Michigan have started a fund for a room in memory of their mother.Thus 
by gifts both large and small the dormitory will be built.

What will you do, that, after blood and sweat, those from battlefield, battleship,
Superfortress, or submarine may have a place at Wheaton?   (April 1, 1945, letter)

HUDSON T. ARMERDING  1965-1982

In the late 1960s, President Armerding ’41 oversaw the fundraising for a new library 

and science facility.Throughout the campaign, he emphasized his belief that these necessary 

improvements would happen only through the support of the Wheaton family.

Wheaton has not sought federal funds for these projects since it wishes to preserve its
independence and its distinctive Christian emphasis.With only a year to go, it is 
imperative that we ask for your help.We believe you want Wheaton to maintain the 
finest education possible for Christian young people. . . .

We need large gifts.We need smaller gifts.We need your gift.We can’t do it alone.
With the Lord’s help, we can do it together. (December 1968, letter)

J. RICHARD CHASE  1982-1993

Like Jonathan and Charles Blanchard, President Chase emphasized the need to 

grow the College’s endowment, but a major goal was also to meet the needs of the annual 

fund (now called the Wheaton Fund).

Wheaton College is very fortunate.With God’s blessing we have been able to offer quality
programs led by learned, committed faculty members.We have attracted some of the finest
Christian young people. Because our students leave Wheaton to make an impact on the
world,Wheaton enjoys a reputation of compassionate service and excellence. . . .

Even though Wheaton’s tuition costs are lower than those of comparable schools (the College 
is listed in several guides to “best buys” in higher education),Wheaton is not an inexpensive
school. It is costly to provide the caliber of programs that we have at Wheaton.Yet once
again this year the trustees contained tuition increases so that students will pay no more than
70 percent of what it actually costs for them to attend Wheaton.The remainder, approximately
30 percent, is . . . that amount which we rely upon God to provide each year through the
generosity of alumni and friends of Wheaton. (“The Importance of Giving,” InForm, Fall 1990)

Information courtesy of the Wheaton

College Archives and Special

Collections. Researched and compiled

by Sarah Clark and Kimberly Post.

V. RAYMOND EDMAN

HUDSON T. ARMERDING

J. RICHARD CHASE 
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flexibility to be reconfigured for group
work, media-based presentation, tradition-
al lecture instruction, or seminar-style
meetings. Departments will be arrayed in
proximity to a central core to enable easy
connection and collaboration.

As of now, the obsolescence of our old
facilities along with the constraints that
they impose upon learning, research, and
teaching threaten to utterly compromise
mathematics and science at Wheaton. I
find it personally unsettling to know that
we are already losing strong students who
would become salt and light as cutting-
edge scientists, health professionals,
mathematicians, or computer scientists.
Wheaton’s contribution to these
disciplines stands to be diminished.

The prospect of a markedly improved
teaching and learning environment with
resources better configured for student
engagement, practice, interaction, and
collaboration really stirs my enthusiasm for
The Promise of Wheaton.The new science
building will create and dramatically
enhance numerous possibilities for contem-
porary research, for more effective student
mentoring and collaboration, for sophisticat-
ed interactive instruction, and for develop-
ing a renewed stream of Christian mathe-
maticians and scientists who will not be left
behind by these advancing disciplines.

models for dynamical physical systems,
environmental science, computer-based
simulation and visualization, and many,
many other new mathematical and
scientific domains now play crucial roles in
helping us to better understand important
processes within God’s creation.

In my dream for a new science
building, I see students vigorously
engaged in mathematics and science
without the discouraging limitations
imposed by two old buildings.The math
and computer science department will
finally have student project and research
rooms, an improved seminar room,
enlarged and well-lit student study rooms
. . . and all of these in immediate
proximity to our departmental faculty
offices.These offices will even be large
enough to help three or four students all
at once—without having to search for a
frequently nonexistent empty classroom.
We will be freed to do science and
mathematics; our classrooms will have the

lthough Wheaton’s state-of-
the-art science center will be
pleasant, it is not the comfort

of new offices and the expectation of
attractive student space that capture my
imagination—rather, it is the possibility
of renewing Wheaton’s mathematical and
scientific enterprise for the next
generations of Wheaton students.

Our existing science and mathematics
facilities in Breyer and Armerding Halls
have their roots in the technologies and
perspectives of the 1950s and ’60s. Over
the last half century the content and
methods of these disciplines have grown
enormously—new sub-disciplines in
math and science have emerged, different
interdisciplinary relationships have
evolved, and new departmental
interdependencies have been established.
Computational chemistry, mathematical

FACULTYvoice
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by Dr. Terry Perciante, 

Chair of Mathematics and Computer Science

Rebuilding on a Solid Foundation

I see students

vigorously engaged in

mathematics and

science without the

discouraging

limitations imposed by

two old buildings.

Numbers aside, one of Wheaton’s most well loved math professors looks at the
solutions the new campaign will provide.

A
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the social bonds are tighter.And there’s
not the constant pressure to go so fast as
there is here.”

In 1979, Blanchard Hall was added to
the U.S. National Register of Historic
Places.The Blanchard family’s legacy,
however, goes much deeper than the
foundation of that prized building. In
Robert, and many others in his family,
the Blanchard tradition of devoted
Christian faith and service continues.

Blanchard, Robert
followed in his own father’s
footsteps and came to
Wheaton.Also like his
father (Dr. Rob Congdon
’79), Robert is preparing
for a career as a doctor.

“I would love to go into
missions,” says the biology
major, adding,“I have so
much respect for my dad.
There are a lot of
missionaries in my
extended family.”

This summer, after
taking the MCAT
(Medical College
Admission Test) in late
May, Robert will travel to
Africa, likely to the
Togolese Republic (or
“Togo”) in West Africa to
work in a hospital. He says
he’ll “follow doctors
around all summer,” and
will enjoy using his
French, a language he loves
to speak.

After graduating from
Wheaton next year,
Robert hopes to attend
Oregon Health and Science University
in Portland. His grandparents live in
Oregon; his paternal grandfather, Dr.
Roger Congdon ’40, spent his career as a
much-beloved professor at Multnomah
Bible College in Portland.

When his education is complete,
Robert feels certain he’ll return to Africa.

“I can’t see myself living in the States;
Africa is my home,” he says.“I feel
attached to the culture. It’s relational—

t presides over front campus regally.
Its tower, limestone exterior,
and position at the top of the hill

underscore its lasting influence. Its 
design reflects the buildings at Oxford
University that Jonathan Blanchard,
Wheaton’s first president, admired on 
a trip to England in 1843.The
construction of Blanchard Hall began 
10 years later and was completed in
1927, two years after the death of Charles
Blanchard B.A. 1870, Jonathan’s son and
the second president of the College.

When you hear the word “Blanchard,”
does an image of the limestone tower
flash in your mind? Or do you think of
Jonathan Blanchard himself, the resolute
abolitionist and social reformer, his mouth
slightly downturned above a thick white
beard? Or does Charles Blanchard come
to mind, a man who followed closely in
his father’s footsteps and led the College
for more than 40 years, engendering great
growth at Wheaton? 

Robert Congdon ’09 is in the unique
position of being able to describe
Charles and Jonathan Blanchard as his
“third and fourth great-grandfathers.”
Robert is a seventh-generation Wheaton
College student who grew up in Africa,
the son of missionary parents. He says
that Wheaton was the only college to
which he applied—but not because of
his family’s heritage.

“I certainly didn’t come here because
of the Blanchard connection,” he says.
“Before I came, I didn’t know a lot
about the Blanchards—or even about
how prestigious a college Wheaton is.”

But like his forebear Charles
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STUDENT

Is Jonathan Blanchard’s legacy one of stone and mortar only?

Following in His Fathers’ Footsteps

prof i le

I
by Jennifer Grant ’89
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offices of the director of the Global
Studies Center.

Still a leading organization for North
American evangelicalism,Wheaton is 
also now a contributing participant in the
dialogue and development of world
Christianity.

Global programs have emerged to allow
students to achieve language proficiency
and cross-cultural competency while deep-
ening their awareness of various regions of
the world. Students engage in interdisci-
plinary studies in art, economics, history,
literature, philosophy, religions, and more.

These programs are modeled after an
original China Studies project that was
introduced in the first decade of the 
21st century. China established itself as 
a political, economic, and cultural

superpower, so it was fitting to begin the
Global Studies project with a focus on the
multifaceted context of the China-Pacific
region. Here Christianity has grown
exponentially since the turn of the
century, and students and faculty are being

magine: the year is 2035—175 years
after the founding of Wheaton College.
In one classroom, an international
scholar from Africa teaches a class on
African music and culture. In another,
students make a presentation about 
their study trip to Islamic countries.A
group of international and American
students meets in the conference room
to plan the International Festival, which
this year brings in lecturers, panels, and
multimedia presentations on “The
Church and the Rise of Indigenous
Movements.”

A prominently displayed poster
announces this afternoon’s live video
conference from Bogotá led by Wheaton
alumni serving alongside Colombians,
who are helping new generations of
Wheaton students appreciate the two-
way street of global education.The 
halls teem with students and faculty
conversing in several languages including
Mandarin, Swahili, and Arabic, and
sculpture and paintings from Asia, South
America, and Africa fill an inviting lobby
decorated with the flags of many nations.

In addition to achieving prominence
in theology, biblical studies, the natural
and social sciences, humanities, and the
arts,Wheaton is now recognized for its
intensely engaged Global Studies
program. Housed in Armerding Hall, this
program offers various courses of study
(Asian Studies, Middle Eastern Studies,
African Studies, European Studies, Latin
American Studies, and Islamic Studies),
as well as the foreign languages
department, HNGR offices, the
International Scholars’ offices, and the

The Promise of Wheaton’s Beyond

the Classroom initiative is in many

ways difficult to define—although

we are well aware of the

significance of experiential learning

in the lives of students, the vision

of what such learning looks like

continues to expand. Come dream

along with Dr. Baumgaertner and

the Global Studies Committee as

they anticipate what Wheaton can

be in the next 30 years.

WHEATON intheworld
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by Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner, Dean of Humanities and Theological Studies

The Wheaton of the Future

I
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sending our faculty and students out
into the world, but also bringing the
world to Wheaton through international
student exchanges.

Wheaton continues to relate
Christian liberal arts to the needs of
contemporary society, and in so doing,
binds itself to worldwide service For
Christ and His Kingdom.The mission
of the Global Studies Program for
Wheaton College mirrors that of the
College itself: to prepare students for
whole and effective Christian service in
the world at large.

Almost two centuries after its
founding,Wheaton is still fulfilling this
mission through a strong liberal arts
program—now, one that globally
educates its students.

engagement, formal academic study or
teaching, and service learning.

Wheaton’s
mission statement to “build the church
and improve society worldwide,” our
students regularly spread out across the
globe learning to face the challenges of
the rapidly expanding economy and
negotiating global influences as they
partner with Christians in other
countries. Intellectually and spiritually
equipped by the interdisciplinary
perspective offered by the Global
Studies programs, they successfully bring
sensitive, theological reflection to their
analysis of culture, including folk
religion, for the purpose of ministry and
witness to the areas they traverse.

Wheaton’s professors regularly
broaden their horizons by participating
in scholarly exchanges and mentoring
students through internship experiences
abroad. In short, the College
community is an international one,

empowered to participate in the
transforming work of the Spirit in this
area of the world.

Now in 2035, the China Studies
program provides a template for all of
the Global Studies programs. Each
program is funded by its own
endowment, which supports three
tenure-track faculty members to cover
relevant studies including language
instruction. In addition to the courses
offered in these professors’ areas of
expertise, other faculty across the
college offer relevant courses cross-listed
with the Global Studies program. In 
this way, China Studies, Islamic Studies,
African Studies, European Studies,
Latin American Studies, and Middle-
Eastern Studies programs strengthen

Wheaton’s existing offerings even as
they foster an interdisciplinary focus.

In addition, both students and faculty
participate in cross-cultural exchanges
through a field study (semester abroad)
component that includes cultural
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Wheaton continues to relate Christian liberal arts 

to the needs of contemporary society, and in so doing, 

binds itself to worldwide service For Christ and 

His Kingdom. 

IN LIGHT OF

Editor’s note: This article was adapted from a

proposal created by the Global Studies Committee—

John Fawcett, Dr. Jeffrey Greenman, Dr. Brian Howell,

Dr. Sandra Joireman, Dr. Scott Moreau, Dr. Pattle Pun,

David Ripley, Dr. Paul Robinson, Dr. Alan Seaman,

Dr. Clint Shaffer, Dr. Charles Weber, Dr. Genzo

Yamamoto, and Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner.
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growth spurt that further increased our
sales and profits.

Some months later, we entered the
export market. Over the next few years,
I traveled around the world establishing
sales connections throughout Europe, the
Middle East, South Africa, and a number
of Asian countries.At every turn, God
provided the best salespeople, and in a
short period of time significant profits
were coming into our hands. Suddenly,
John’s warning to be careful not to close
our hands was real, because we now had
something to close them on.

With these additional profits, we knew
that our giving should increase beyond
the tithe.We decided to examine a
number of Scriptures. Exodus 36 was an
example of people so generous that
Moses actually asked them to stop 
giving more.We studied 1 Chronicles 29
and 2 Corinthians 8, which both speak 
of willing and generous givers.
Deuteronomy 15:7-8, instructing the
Israelites not to close their hands to those
in need, was also a helpful passage.These
Scriptures continue to inspire us as we
have contemplated our giving.

The longer we live, the more we
realize that giving is really a heart issue.
At the core, the question is,“Are we
more interested in enlarging our personal
kingdom or do we desire to enlarge the
Kingdom of God?”

The questions below and their
application to us aid us in our giving:

• What does it mean to be a radical
giver?
• Should we allow our net worth to
increase or should we be reducing it?
• Are we willing to give without 
respect to tax codes?

ne afternoon back in 1969, a
Wheaton College develop-
ment officer named John

Ryan ’56 called my office, trying to raise
money for the College. I remember
attempting to fend him off because at the
time, Doris and I had very little to give.
The profits from our small lumber
company were meager.

Perhaps thinking he could teach this
young man a lesson in giving, John
assured me,“Don, God will provide for
Wheaton with or without your funds.”
He further went on to describe how God
brings joy and blessing through giving.

At the end of the conversation John
said,“Would you open your hands, and
keep them open? Remember that you
may not have much today, but someday
you may have more, and the tendency to
close your hands then will be even
greater.” He prayed with me, asking God
that no matter what happened and
whatever was given to us in the future,
that our hands would stay open.

That was a significant and timely
lesson because several years after that
conversation, our business began to grow
rapidly.We were selling hardwood 
lumber to furniture companies, kitchen
cabinet and flooring manufacturers, and
other users of fine hardwoods such as
birch, maple, cherry, oak, and walnut.

In 1972 there was a bowling alley
boom in Japan, and the Japanese began
building alleys, some as high as four
stories. Because of this, they required
(and we sold them) large volumes of hard
maple.As a result, our company of 15
people turned a profit 10 times that of
the prior year.The following year 
the furniture industry experienced a

When Don Meyer ’57 and his

wife, Doris Maurer Meyer ’57,

married and moved to

upstate New York 50 years

ago, they had limited means

and all of the financial

pressures that young college

graduates and newlyweds

face. Nevertheless, Don

always made sure the first 

10 percent of each paycheck

went to the Lord. Now a

member of Wheaton

College’s Board of Trustees

and the past owner of a

successful lumber company,

he describes how God has

enlarged their understanding

of wise stewardship and

generous giving.
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by Don Meyer ’57, 

Wheaton College Board of Trustees

What Is in Our Hands

O

WHEATON the promise
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excited about the role Wheaton
graduates play in society, knowing 
that our investment in Wheaton brings
exceptional returns.

As The Promise of Wheaton
campaign unfolds, it is our prayer that
John Ryan’s “open hand” advice will be
as useful for the Wheaton community
as it has been for us. Our hope is that
your open hands will not only support
Wheaton College, but also provide
resources for vital Christian ministries
worldwide.

corporate finance, etc., also warned 
us about the power of money 
and the importance of giving. His
challenge to us was to give generously
when, as students, we had very little 
to give.

As a trustee of Wheaton for 
20 years, I have had the privilege of 
seeing Wheaton on the inside. I have
great respect for the school and for the
integrity of the administration and
faculty. Upon leaving each board
meeting, I find myself increasingly

• Are we succumbing to the myth
that “more is better”?
• Are we giving generously, or 
only “tipping” God out of our
excess?

Answering these questions as a 
guide on our giving journey has been
challenging and rewarding.

For me, this journey began as a
student at Wheaton, when I received
wise counsel in giving. Dr.William
Volkman, along with teaching 
such subjects as accounting, taxes,

h t t p : / / p r o m i s e . w h e a t o n . e d u 6 3

At the core, the question is, “Are we more interested in
enlarging our personal kingdom or do we desire to enlarge
the Kingdom of God?”
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