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Letter from 
the Editor

“Ialways open the alumni magazine with some trepidation,” wrote Bruce   

Harro ’78 to me awhile back,“because most people featured there seem to

be accomplishing great things. My class news is of people with promotions,

etc…. I don’t feel like I have accomplished much.”

Bruce is a physician who has been in solo family practice for 22 years—

hardly a man of little accomplishment. He and his wife, Kathy 

(Rains) ’78, after raising their four daughters, are looking at changing

course in their lives and moving into serving overseas—just where is yet

to be determined.

“I don’t think I’ve done anything great for society,” said Elisabeth Fletcher

Isais ’46, when we interviewed her for a story. “I’ve just followed the Lord day

by day, and done what He’s asked me to do.”

Elisabeth is a journalist, editor, teacher, wife, and mother. She served

with such excellence as a missionary in Central America and Mexico,

that Wheaton’s Alumni Association chose her as the recipient of the

Alumna of the Year 2006 Award for Distinguished Service to Society.

“One of the nice surprises about teaching is that you never realize how you

impact students,” Dr, Mark Amstutz, professor of politics and international

relations, told me over the phone.“You open yourself not just as a scholar, but

also as human being; but you never know what is absorbed or incorporated 

in people’s lives.”

Dr.Amstutz is one of the professors honored as a result of my request 

in the last magazine, when I asked alumni to tell me what professor was

the most influential in their lives. For Sandy Ykema ’80, his “passion 

for teaching, evidenced by his excitement in our efforts to think 

and learn, are memorable. . . .And now, decades later, as a government

lawyer, I dig beneath the stated positions to find the ‘why’ that 

motivates those with whom I deal.Thank you, Dr.Amstutz.”

Three examples of Wheaton people whom any of us would consider to 

be individuals of accomplishment.Yet they are unaware of the imprint they

have made on the world.

But the Lord knows.

Read on, because in the pages of this magazine are names and stories 

of many more.
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and alumni. Rejecting the notion 
that voluntarism means exclusion is the
first step.
Richard C.Yeskoo ’75
New York, New York

The Mother of All Debates

I hope you’ll soon publish comparable
articles on stay-at-home fathers, and on
households where both parents share the
daily childcare equally, either by choice or
by necessity. I’d love to see a more
nuanced discussion of what it means to be
a Christian parent, one that doesn’t take
for granted our culture’s assumption that
kids are only—or even primarily—the
woman’s responsibility. Christian
fatherhood is a high calling, and one
worth exploring and honoring more fully.
Elizabeth Keim Harper ’00
Carrboro, North Carolina.
I hope that a future Wheaton magazine
will balance the work/homemaker
perspective by interviewing alumnae
who’ve chosen to remain in the
workforce—both in full-time and part-
time career options.The message that 
I was left with was that “good”Wheaton
women should not stay in their careers 
if they have small children.
Dr.Annette Tomal,Wheaton Associate
Professor of Business/Economics
Wheaton, Illinois .
All of the pastors featured in the “Big
Church, Little Church” article were men,
and all of the stay-at-home parents in the
“Wheaton Families” article were women.

we thank you for the visit of the
President of the United States. But help
us to remember that we stand in the
presence of One far greater, THE

RESURRECTED SON OF GOD!”

Timothy LeCraw ’78
Atlanta, Georgia

Re: The Voluntary Principle

President Litfin’s statement that
nonbelievers “having changed, do not
remain” in the Wheaton community
constitutes a fundamental mistake in
Wheaton’s relations with its non-
evangelical alumni.At present, we are 
not treated as a valuable part of the
Wheaton community.The Wheaton
magazine ignores the achievements and
concerns of its non-evangelical alumni.
Moreover, there is no sense that the
College values our involvement in its
affairs.This saddens me, because I and
many other non-evangelical alumni 
who are great supporters of higher
education, would like to stay involved in
the intellectual life of our college, and
think that we could do so without
harming its orthodoxy.

I am aware that Harvard, Princeton,
Yale, and many other schools were
founded as religious schools but became
secular because they did not enforce their
religious criteria in the selection 
of students, faculty, and trustees.
If Wheaton is to remain an evangelical
Christian school it must be able to
preserve its core institutional values.Yet
surely there is a way to include in its
community its non-evangelical students

More Memories of Mixter

I was thrilled to read about Dr. Russell
Mixter ’28 in the last magazine.
I attended Wheaton’s affiliate,West
Suburban Hospital School of Nursing,
prior to attending the College.
Dr. Mixter was a favorite. I cannot hear
or read about osteoporosis without
recalling his statement,“Tallyho! What
manner of men are these that wear their
legs in parentheses?”
Rebekah Sears Scott RN ’75
San Diego, California

Editor’s note:We are saddened to report that
Dr. Mixter died on January 16. See his
obituary in alumni news, page 52.

The King of Kings—and

Presidents

As we remember President Gerald Ford
in his passing, I am reminded of some-
thing that happened when he visited
Wheaton in 1976 while he was
President. I was there as a student then—
a member of the Men’s Glee Club—and,
since we were singing for the occasion,
I was privileged to sit on the stage with
him.

Everyone was thrilled to be part of
such an event and didn’t seem to mind
that Ford was late—very late. In fact 
for two hours we waited.At last the
announcement came:“The President of
the United States, escorted by College
President Hudson T.Armerding!”
Hysteria reigned as the two men strode
down the aisle and up to the stage.

Student Government President Doug
Beers ’77 led in the invocation:“Lord,

51480_01-09  4/6/07  12:04 PM  Page 3
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augment their income.At the end of the
school term in June 1947, they agreed to
rent the garage to us, so the chickens 
(but never their aroma) were displaced.

Meanwhile, I worked at the College,
landscaping the grounds around the two
new men’s dorms.After Nate Saint ’50
(who had also bunked in Alumni Gym)
and Jim Elliot ’49 (with whom I shared a
mailbox), Ed McCully ’49, Pete Fleming,
and Roger Youderian were killed, the two
men’s dorms were named for Saint and
Elliot, and Ed’s name went to McCully
Field. I knew four of those five men, and
in the mountains of Guatemala where we
were working with Wycliffe Bible
Translators at the time they were killed,
I had nightmares imagining spears
entering the bodies of the fellows I knew.

Incidentally, six of our eight children
have attended Wheaton, four of them
graduated and one has received a master’s
degree as well.
Raymond Elliott ’49, M.A. ’52
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 

’50, M.A. ’80 and infant daughter Linda,
hoping to find an apartment for us.
But meanwhile I was added to 140-some
other men bunking in Alumni Gym
while awaiting the opening of the new
men’s dorms at the corner of College and
President.

After a night or two, the buildings were
ready for occupancy, so a good number of
us were transferred there. But I soon rented
the dining room of a house nearby on
Wesley Street, whose owner, with his family
of four, was sleeping in the living room.
There were two or three units occupying
the second floor, and one bath and one
kitchen for all of us. But the only way all
the others could reach the kitchen or bath
was by passing through the dining room.

Helen was carrying our second child,
and I was attending classes. I found work
at an office building downtown, and since
the firm had recently converted from a
coal-burning furnace to using fuel oil, we
were allowed to occupy the former coal
bin.This arrangement allowed us more
space and quiet than the former dining
room, but it had the added distractions of
occasional rats and constant coal dust.
When the snow began to melt outside,
water filtered through cracks in the
concrete foundation walls, but we were
given some packing crates, which we
broke up and used as walkways so that we
could get to the bed without wading
through icy water.

Out near the corner of President (a
narrow gravel road back then) and Geneva,
a college student and his wife and two
small children were using their one-car
garage as a chicken house in order to

I know there are female alumni who
serve churches as pastors, and there are
male alumni who stay home with their
children.They, too, are being faithful to
the call of God in their lives.
Donna Ray ’87
Rio Rancho, New Mexico.
That the article “Mother Knows Best”
even rates space in the Wheaton
magazine illustrates a frightening trend:
that intelligent Christian women need
help to figure out what to do when
children become a part of the Christian
home.The underlying unspoken idea of
an article with this focus is that children
require so much attention that one
cannot do much else in life except focus
attention on them and drop all else.

I wrote to Wheaton magazine a year or
so ago because I was concerned that your
culturally induced label of “stay-at-home
mom,” used to describe the “occupation”
of some women in the Newcomers
section, was invalid. I suggested the word
“homemaker.”This word defines married
Christian men and women, and those
with children. Now I am writing to
implore you to turn from a paradigm that
has been foisted on you either through
overuse of television sit-com watching or
reading ladies’ magazines.
Jill Mitchell Rommel ’77
Oldsmar, Florida

The Good Ol’ Days? 

Nostalgia was alive and well when I read
that Saint and Elliot Halls had been torn
down. Back in January 1947 I arrived
alone on campus without my wife Helen

WHEATONl e t t e r s

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine the

suitability of letters for publication and

to edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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President Duane Litfin notes that
Wheaton is honored to accept 
the gift from a statesman as distinguished
as Hastert, the longest-serving
Republican Speaker in history.“These
papers will provide an invaluable
resource for understanding the legislative
process, not only for Wheaton 
students and faculty, but also for the
academic community at large,”
he says.

Wheaton trustee Daniel Coats ’65,
L.L.D ’92, former U.S. Senator and
former U.S.Ambassador to Germany,
corroborates,“Denny Hastert has
provided strong and effective leadership
as Speaker.The fact that he’s giving these
papers to Wheaton College is evidence
of his resolve to prepare future
generations for public service.”

nearly 20 years in the House of
Representatives as well as his seven-year
term as Speaker.

For Hastert, the decision to assign his
papers to his alma mater was an obvious
choice.“Over the years, I have witnessed
the work of many Wheaton graduates
who serve in all branches of
government,” he explains.“They came
equipped with the highest caliber
education, one that is bent on engaging
the world and addressing its needs.
My hope is that these papers will help to
further this legacy.”

The papers provide hundreds of cubic
feet of materials detailing Hastert’s work
in Congress and his common sense
strategy for enhancing the lives of
Americans in Illinois and the United
States.

C A M P U S  N E W S

Hastert Donates Papers 

Former Speaker of the House J. Dennis
Hastert ’64 has designated Wheaton
College as the recipient of his
congressional papers, which highlight his

WHEATONn e w s

Grant Created for Missionaries 

Wheaton graduates headed for the
mission field may now go without the
burden of student loan debt, thanks 
to the new George and Helen Bennett
Fund for Missionary Service. Selected
missionaries who serve for four years
will have all of their debt paid 
for by the program, which covers one
quarter of a graduate’s debt per year 
of service.

The grant is funded through the
quarterly interest of a generous donation,
given by trustee emeritus Dr. George F.
Bennett, Sr. and his wife, Helen, to
alleviate tuition debt that many students
face after graduation.The Bennett’s son,
Robert ’67, became a missionary with

Latin America Mission after receiving his
Wheaton degree.

Dr. Bennett is an alumnus of Harvard
University, where he once served as
treasurer, and his son, George Bennett, Jr.
is a current member of Wheaton’s Board
of Trustees.

Applications for the Bennett Grant are
currently being accepted, and require
candidates to be graduates of Wheaton’s
undergraduate school and accepted by 
a recognized missions agency.Those
interested should contact the Billy
Graham Center Scholarship Office 
at 630-752-5903.The office is 
currently in the process of 
developing a selection committee.
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Electric Car Cares 

for Creation 

Wheaton’s campus is turning green—
but it’s not just because of the
springtime weather.The College is
seeking ways to become more
responsible and sensitive to the
environment, and one of those ways is
with the E-ride, a new electric car 
now being used by the Physical Plant.

According to Physical Plant manager
Jim Johnson, the $23,000 E-ride is 
an experiment. If it cuts back on the
use of regular fuel vehicles in the 
next few months, E-rides could
replace about 30 or 40 service vehicles
in the long run.Aside from helping
the environment, E-rides will also
eliminate “noise pollution”—they’re so
quiet you won’t hear them coming.

The College has taken other 
eco-friendly measures, including
purchasing a hybrid SUV, measuring
food waste in the dining hall, and
encouraging students to use less
energy. It is also incorporating “green”
construction, which involves efforts
such as forgoing building materials
containing potentially harmful
chemicals and harnessing natural
resources.

For 57 years , HoneyRock

has offered high-quality Christian

camping programs for young

people in the beautiful Northwoods

of Wisconsin. The HoneyRock

promise is to develop whole and

effective Christians, equipping 

and empowering them for service 

in Christ’s Kingdom.

summer 2007 is fast

approaching. Why not send your

kids and grandkids to

HoneyRock? Residential camp

programs for children grades 

4 through 8, as well as wilderness,

adventure, and missions

opportunities for high school

students are available. 

Check out HoneyRock 

online at www.honeyrockcamp.org, 

or call 888.859.9525.

Don’ t  mis s your 

opportunity to take part in this 

great Wheaton tradition!

For a 
Summer of 
Fun &
Adventure,
V i s i t  
HoneyRoc k

WHEATONn e w s

E-ride: Wheaton’s new E-ride could replace about 30 to

40 service vehicles over time.
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by Dawn Holt Lauber ’90 and the
Chicago Sacred Jazz Band. President
Litfin and ONE campaign delegate
Shayne Klopfenstein Moore ’92
gave remarks, followed by keynote
speaker Dr. Ndunge Kiiti, a
professor of intercultural studies at
Houghton College who also spent
15 years working for the Christian
relief and development organization
MAP International.

Proceeds from the benefit will
help fund a maternity ward in
Kasangombe, Uganda, in partnership
with World Vision; and support the
work of Upendo Village, serving
women and children affected by
HIV/AIDS in Naivasha, Kenya, in
partnership with the Wheaton
Franciscans.

One year after partnering with 
The ONE campaign in the effort 
to “make AIDS and poverty
history,”Wheaton College’s chapter
of the Student Global AIDS
Campaign hosted an AIDS benefit
titled “An Occasion for Hope” on 
February 16.

In addition to raising funds to
assist women and children in Africa
affected by the HIV/AIDS crisis,
the benefit promoted awareness
among students and encouraged
collaboration between the College
and the community.

Nearly 400 people (including
Wheaton Mayor Jim Carr) attended
the sold-out event, which included
dinner, a silent auction of student
and faculty art, and music provided

S T U D E N T  N E W S

Solidarity Week Raises

Awareness

After the National Christian Multicultural
Student Leaders Conference (NCMSLC)
was held on Wheaton’s campus in the fall
of 2005, Student Government’s vice
president for diversity and the chair of the
Unity Coalition joined forces to form the
Solidarity Cabinet, the student group
responsible for organizing and instituting
the College’s first Solidarity Week from
January 29-February 2.

With sessions covering every topic 
from “Unpacking White Privilege” to 
“Racism in the Media,” the goal of 
Solidarity Week, according to cabinet 
chair Nora Howell ’09, was to have 
students understand what white privilege 
is and to challenge the way people think 
about race in society, especially on a 
campus with a white majority.

More than 100 people attended a session
on beauty, which included a discussion
with a panel of women from different
minorities.A hip-hop worship service
featuring The House, a group of artists
from Lawndale Community Church in
Chicago, also drew a crowd.

Some events and promotional
techniques for Solidarity Week (which
included posters with statements such as
“What color is the American dream?”)
elicited mixed reactions from students
who questioned their success at furthering
racial reconciliation.A number of students,
however, also felt educated, empowered,
and validated by the week’s events.

The Cabinet is yet unsure if Solidarity
Week will become an annual occurrence.

Keynote speaker Dr. Ndunge Kiiti is a professor of intercultural

studies at Houghton College.

Students Host AIDS Benefit

W H E A T O N 7
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New McManis Chair 

Appointed 

Dr.Timothy Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90,
professor of biblical and theological
studies, has been appointed Wheaton’s
new McManis Professor of Christian
thought, the position once held by
professor emeritus of history Dr. Mark
Noll ’68.

The McManis Chair could have been
filled by a philosophy, history, or 
Bible scholar, and Dean of Humanities
and Theological Studies Dr. Jill
Baumgaertner notes that the College’s
endowed chairs are usually filled by
outside applicants.

Although there were more than 
30 candidates from around the country
who were seriously considered, she says
the search committee felt that Dr. Larsen,
a member of Wheaton’s faculty for five
years, was the best choice.

Dr. Larsen’s scholarship is widely

Each of the seven days had a different
prayer focus, from world needs, to campus
community, to revival and commission.
Participants prayed in a specially
decorated Kingdom Prayer Room located
in the Beamer Center, which included
slips of paper and a cross for people to
“nail” their sins and confessions to, prayer
books, an anonymous prayer journal,
posters representing the flags of different
nations, and a folder with the profiles of
unreached people groups.The concept
was inspired by Peter Grieg’s book, Red
Moon Rising, which talks about a 24/7
prayer movement Grieg started in
London that has spread throughout the
world since 1999.

“Reading through the prayer journal,
I was so encouraged to see students
basking in God’s presence and
interceding for campus,” says Jacob.“You
can tell that there is a heartfelt longing
to see God’s kingdom spread to the rest
of the world.”

Promoted
Promotion to Associate Professor—
Daniel Burden, chemistry

Promotion to Professor—
Bruce Benson ’83, philosophy
Jill Lederhouse ’75, education

Emeritus Recognition—
Curtis Funk, music
William Phemister, music
Joseph Spradley, physics
Bud Williams M.A.’66, applied health sciences

Tenure
Vincent Bacote, biblical and theological 

studies
Daniel Burden, chemistry
Lynn Cohick, biblical and theological 
studies
Daniel Master, archaeology
Kristen Page, biology
John Vessey ’86, psychology

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Faculty Members Receive Promotions

Freshmen Organize 

School-wide Prayer

January 28-February 3 was 24/7
Kingdom Prayer Week for Wheaton
students, a prayer vigil organized by World
Christian Fellowship and the Freshman
Class Council.

The week’s 168 hours of time was
divided into 504 around-the-clock prayer
slots at 20-minute intervals. Students
signed up for every slot and achieved
WCF’s goal of having someone praying
on Wheaton’s campus every minute for
seven straight days.

“The tradition of 24/7 Kingdom
Prayer Week has been going on for about
five years,” says Jacob Rodriguez ’09,
prayer coordinator for World Christian
Fellowship and the organizer of the vigil.
“This year’s theme came from Hebrews
10:19-24, which talks about entering into
the Holy of Holies, coming together as a
community, and spurring each other on
to love and good deeds.”

WHEATONn e w s

Dr. Timothy Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90
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political theology to this leadership 
role. His published works include The
Spirit In Public Theology: Appropriating the 
Legacy of Abraham Kuyper, and articles 
on such topics as race and racism, social
justice, the nature of salvation, and
ecclesiology. He also has significant
commitments to pastoral ministry
among Wheaton students and to the
broader Christian community.

CACE Chooses New Director 

The Center for Applied Christian Ethics
has named Dr.Vincent Bacote, associate
professor of theology, as its new director,
to succeed resigning associate professor
of Spanish Dr. Lindy Scott this summer.

A respected classroom teacher who
specializes in theology and culture,
Dr. Bacote brings a rich background in
applied ministry and academic and

Situated in southern Israel along the
Mediterranean Sea, Ashkelon remains
the most significant American
archaeological excavation in Israel.
It was the oldest and largest seaport in
ancient Canaan, revealing centuries 
of upheaval from successive Canaanite,
Philistine, Phoenician, Persian,
Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine,
Islamic, and Crusader occupation.
It is also home to such finds as the
oldest arched gate in the world, dating
back to the early second millennium
B.C., and other artifacts now
showcased in the Israel Museum.

This summer, Associate Professor of
Biblical and Theological Studies 

Prof to Lead Expedition to Ashkelon 

Dr. Daniel Master will lead the Leon
Levy Expedition to Ashkelon,
begun in 1985 by Lawrence Stager 
of Harvard University. Dr. Master has
worked with Dr. Stager annually since
1992, one of the primary reasons he
was chosen to oversee fieldwork 
this summer. Harvard University and 
a consortium of schools will be
involved, including Wheaton College
and Boston College. A group 
of Dr. Master’s own students will
accompany him as volunteers and 
staff members.

The expedition is open to the
public. For more information, contact:
Daniel.M.Master@wheaton.edu.

recognized both on and off of Wheaton’s
campus. His writing explores intellectual
and theological ideas and their
controversial implications within specific
social, cultural, and historical contexts.

A self-proclaimed lover of “British
church history, Christian thought, and
intellectual currents and controversies,”
he spent ten years living in England,
serving on the leadership team of 
an international network of churches,
and as the teaching minister in a
dynamic local church.

He received his doctorate from the
University of Stirling in Scotland and is
currently researching the Bible in the
19th century while on sabbatical at
Cambridge University.

With the Chair’s reduced teaching
load, Dr. Larsen hopes to get to know
more students and colleagues outside of
the classroom, and he also plans to
devote more time to research.

Dr. Vincent Bacote

Dr. Daniel Master
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November 25 was a magical day for Wheaton’s

women’s soccer team, who captured their second Division III

national championship title in three years at Disney’s Wide

World of Sports Complex in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. Playing

with panache, the women shut out the College of New 

Jersey 2-0, capping off a postseason tournament run during

which not one goal was scored against the Thunder. 

They concluded 2006 with an impressive 24-2 record.

To learn about other Thunder teams that are making some

noise, read on . . . 

twice as nice
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beyondwinning

“The discipline you learn and character you build  
from setting and achieving a goal can be more valuable than 
the achievement of the goal itself.” Robert (Bo) Bennett

by Jessica L. Allen, 
Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90 
and Jeremy Weber ’05
photography by Michael Hudson ’89
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Several months ago, America watched as the Indianapolis Colts defeated the

Chicago Bears in the Super Bowl. The game would go down in history as being the first

championship match-up between two neighboring franchises from the Midwest,

by two teams headed by African American coaches. But one other significant “first”

emerged during the endless barrage of pre-game interviews—this was also 

the first Super Bowl in which both head coaches were professed born-again Christians

who didn’t mince words about how their faith guided their personal conduct 

as well as the leadership they brought to their teams.

Why was this so groundbreaking? Most people realize that the success of a team as

well as the success of its players—on and off the field—can be traced to the influence

and effectiveness of its coaches. We see this theme in the Super Bowl, on the silver

screen, and on school campuses. What many don’t recognize is the important role faith

can play in athletics—and the lasting impact this interplay has on players’ lives.

Wheaton College has produced many winning sports teams who have reached new

levels of success within the past five years. Women’s soccer captured the Division III

title for the second time in three years this fall, the men’s team placed second 

(after winning the championship in 1984 and 1997), and women’s basketball scored a

“three-peat” with its third College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin (CCIW)

championship title this year. In addition, the Thunder football team has won five

conference championships within the last seven years.

But although building competitive teams is part of Wheaton’s athletics program’s

goals, it is far from the sum total. “Our focus has always been on enabling coaches to

develop competitive teams while at the same time preparing young men and women 

to serve the Lord,” says Athletics Director Tony Ladd. “Wheaton does not compromise

its education or Christian principles while successfully meeting a performance standard

where many of our teams win more than 70 percent of their games.”

Indeed, beyond the scoreboards and stat sheets, it is the players themselves—past

and present—who tell poignant stories of how Wheaton’s coaches helped shape 

their character, modeled Christian integrity, and sought to develop the whole person—

mind, body, and spirit.
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Coach: Jon Lederhouse ’74

Stats 2002-2007

Nine CCIW team titles

Five swimmers named the CCIW “Most Valuable Swimmers” 

71 individual CCIW Champions

14 individuals with multiple All-American honors in individual
events

swimmingIt’s springtime in Washington, D.C.The cherry
blossoms scent the air, and on a March afternoon, Phillip
Denby’s ’06 thoughts turn toward . . . swimming.

“NCAA nationals for Division III are going on
around this time,” he notes.“I think I’m going to be
missing that for the next five years.”

Today you’ll find Phillip fraternizing around the
nation’s capital in his new role as legislative
correspondent for South Carolina Senator Jim DeMint.
But a little more than a year ago you probably would
have found him practicing his starts and turns in
Wheaton’s pool. It was this kind of dedication that
earned this 14-time All-American, and two-time
Scholastic All-American an invitation to four consecutive
NCAA championships. In the 2006 national
competition, he was a member of the runner-up 

400-freestyle relay team, and one of two members on 
all five Wheaton relay teams that placed in the top eight
nationally—while setting two new school records.

He credits Coach Jon Lederhouse ’74 and Wheaton’s
unique environment in large measure for his success
both in and out of the pool.

“Jon is one of the most open, honest, humble, and
flexible people I know,” says Phillip, who would often
just drop by to visit with his coach in his office, and still
keeps in touch today.“He set the tone on the team,
and I loved that it was less of a business mentality and
more of a fraternal mentality. If you want to be a
national-level, elite swimmer, you can excel at Wheaton.
But if you’ve never been a swimmer and you just want
to stay healthy, meet new people, and enjoy a little
competition, you can do that, too.”

Phillip adds that without the performance anxiety that
can exist in many scholarship-driven Division I
programs, the development of Christian character was
emphasized above and beyond sheer ability.

It’s something Laura Witt ’90 noticed immediately.
Transferring from a state university following her
freshman year, she had been struggling with an eating
disorder at the time and could no longer stand the
pressure from her coach, who seemed to care more
about squandered scholarship money than about Laura’s
well being.

In contrast, Laura says Coach Lederhouse took on a
fathering role as she struggled through her personal
issues.When she won two national championship titles
her senior year, she says,“I remember feeling as though I
had really earned them because I had followed Jon’s
training and guidance to the letter, and that’s what made
the difference.”

His concern for her spiritual as well as physical needs
was something she hadn’t experienced on her other
athletics team.

Today she is a nursing home administrator for Rest
Haven Christian Services, a non-profit, elder care facility
in Tinley Park, Illinois. It’s a position Laura has held for
17 years, in part, because of the “stick-to-it” mentality
that her athletic training helped cultivate. “Sometimes
rewards don’t come quickly,” she reflects.“But keep
doing what you’re supposed to be doing, and you’ll get
them eventually.”
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Men’s Head Coach: Bill Harris
Stats 2002-2007

88-39 record with a 69.3% win percentage

13 All-CCIW selections

Three All-American selections

Women’s Head Coach: Beth Baker

Stats 2002-2007

107-31 record with a 77.5% win percentage

Three straight CCIW Championships, 2005-2007

Three CCIW “Coach of the Year” awards

basketball

the few that does both.”
Sarah says she appreciates Beth Baker and assistant

coach Kent Madsen for how they genuinely care about
their athletes—demanding the most because they
recognize that a day will come when their players will
face difficult challenges at work or at home, that their
athletic training will have prepared them for.

Notes Sarah,“They are well aware that our college
careers only last four years, but acutely concerned that
we be equipped and prepared to live Christian lives. I
suppose as an athlete, I often thought they looked at my
potential entirely in terms of what I could or could not
do on the basketball court. In reality, they probably
poured hours into considering how my efforts on the
basketball court could teach me about the discipline 
and grace required to live a life in Christ.”

men’s basketball > Mike Schauer ’93, M.A. ’96,
might not be where he is today if it weren’t for Coach
Bill Harris.“Outside of my immediate family, Coach
Harris has probably been the most influential person in
my life, both professionally and spiritually,” Mike says.

Former men’s basketball captain, and now head
basketball coach at Gordon College, Mike says it was
Harris who asked whether he would be interested in
coaching.“I really didn’t know what I wanted to do at
the time, but within the first couple of weeks of
working as assistant coach at Wheaton, I knew that this
was it,” he says.

Over the years, the two have become fast friends, to
the point where, when Mike’s youngest son was born,
his oldest son suggested naming the baby, Coach Harris
Schauer.“He’s one of the first people I call in 
my darkest moments, and when I want someone to
celebrate with,” Mike says.

Now the father of three boys, Mike has taken much
of Bill’s locker room advice to heart.“He would talk to
us about the importance of loving your wife, and of
letting your children know that their father loves their
mother,” he remembers.

And today, his own players leave the locker room
every Saturday night with the same advice he always
heard from Coach Harris.“I just have to point at them
now, and they’ll say as they’re leaving, ‘Don’t neglect the
Lord’s day.’” It’s advice that still motivates Michael and
his family on those rainy Sundays when it’s tempting to
just stay in bed.

women’s basketball > Growing up, Sarah
Harris ’03, M.A. ’04 felt woven into the athletics
department at Wheaton. Her father, Coach Bill Harris,
began coaching men’s basketball at the College when
she was in fifth grade.“I watched everybody . . . and I
was influenced by every single coach,” she says.

A former basketball captain, and now women’s
basketball head coach at Grove City College in
Pennsylvania, Sarah calls Wheaton’s athletics program
unparalleled for the way it strikes a balance between
building a quality program, and developing whole
Christians.“My experience has been that at most
colleges you have one or the other.Wheaton is one of
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Women’s Head Coach:Pete Felske ’86

Stats 2002-2007

104-11-7 record with an 88.1% win percentage

Nationally ranked each of the past five years

Five NCAA Division III Tournament appearances 

Two NCAA Division III National Championships

Seven All-American selections

Two Division III “Coach of the Year” awards

Five CCIW “Most Outstanding Players,” five 
CCIW Championships, 41 All-CCIW selections

Head Coach: Joe Bean retired, 2006

Stats 2002-2007

83-26-10 record with a 73.9% win percentage

Nationally ranked each of the past five years

Five NCAA Division III Tournament appearances

One NCAA Division III National Runner-up

Eleven All-American and Academic All-American 
selections

One Division III “Coach of the Year” award

Four CCIW “Most Outstanding Players,” two 
CCIW Championships, 33 All-CCIW selections

soccer

women’s soccer > When Rebecca Mouw ’03 was
playing soccer at Wheaton, she and her teammates dreamed
of making it to the NCAA Final Four for Division III.

Ironically, in the four years since she graduated, her
former team has claimed the championship title not only
once—but twice.

“It’s bittersweet,” laughs Rebecca, now herself calling
the shots as head coach of Westmont College’s women’s
soccer team in Santa Barbara, California.

Nevertheless, this All-American and two-time
Conference Player of the Year says the lessons she learned
from head coach Pete Felske ’88 and assistant coach Tim
Daniels ’84 about personal discipline and honoring Christ
through athletics now stand out even more than fleeting
moments of victory.“They emphasized the importance of
caring and evaluating how my actions affect others—my
teammates, as well as the other players,” she explains.

Having interacted with players and coaches from all
divisions without the same convictions, Rebecca says she
appreciated being on a team that “not only shared a
passion for soccer, but also a passion for Christ.”

“I remember going on a missions trip with my
Wheaton teammates to Brazil,” she says, highlighting one
way Wheaton teams differ from those of secular schools.
“This past summer, our Westmont team also took a
missions trip to Africa, and I was able to encourage the
girls through sharing their testimonies and showing God’s
love to people in need, out of what I had learned.”

She adds,“Because I’m also working at a school that
emphasizes Christ as the center of what it does, I’m able
to teach and model for my players the things I was taught
and saw modeled for me.”

men’s soccer > You might be surprised what Scott
Wakefield ’95 considers the defining moment of his
Wheaton athletics career. It isn’t a goal scored or a
tournament won, it isn’t crowds of cheering fans or All-
American recognition.

“The defining moment would have to be being injured
and having to sit out my junior year,” says Scott,
describing the torn ligament in his ankle that has never
been fully restored.“I once thought of myself as ‘Mr. Big
Athlete,’ especially in high school. But when I was
sidelined, it hit me that life isn’t all about soccer, and I’d
better bone up on the other things.”

By that he means character, something this associate
pastor, husband, and father now spends most of his time
inspiring others to cultivate in their lives.

“My coaches at Wheaton were always very specific that

our mission went beyond winning games,” says Scott.
“We could minister to each other and other teams
and other schools by playing with a level of integrity.
They weren’t telling us, ‘Do whatever it takes.’They
were telling us, ‘Do what is right,’ in the parameters of
the game and in accordance with our faith.”

Scott adds that his understanding of what it means
to be part of a church body has also been shaped by
his experience playing on a team.“You have people
submitting to an authority, with the same sense of
mission, who are all in the trenches suffering through
the same things,” he explains.“I was not an All-
American. I was not this spectacular ball handler,
passer, or offensive player. But I played a role.And we
all function better as a body when each of us plays
our role.”

coach Pete Felske
coach Joe Bean
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football

moment had a tremendous impact on me. It has had an
impact on how I handle my players and how I view some
of the mistakes that they make,” says Pedro, now himself a
football coach at Randolph-Macon College in Virginia.
“I was willing to do anything Mike asked me to do,
because I knew that he cared about me as more than just 
a football player,” he adds.

Coming from a single-parent family (where Pedro’s
mother was an alcoholic and his father committed suicide
when Pedro was seven years old), this former 
All-American running back credits his experience playing
football at Wheaton for teaching him to work hard and
persevere instead of focusing on the past.

He describes Coach Swider as a “tough, competitive
guy,” who knew how to blend discipline with care.“I didn’t
have any strong, consistent role models at home,” Pedro
explains.“My development as a man and my relationships
with my wife and kids really evolved from the models I
saw in my coaches—in Mike Swider and J.R. Bishop.”

He adds that they always emphasized character above
football, something he keeps in mind even as he tries 
to improve an under-performing team’s execution on the
field.“I tell my players this: ‘I’m not going to judge my
success as your coach by wins or losses,’ ” says Pedro.
“‘I’m going to judge it by what you’re doing 15 years 
from now.’ ”

For Wheaton defensive end Andy Studebaker ’08, living
“a life without regrets” is one of the main principles he
says he’ll take away from his coaches.The motto has
inspired the College’s football players for years.

“Coach Swider always says, ‘At the end of the day you’re
going to look at yourself in the mirror, and you’ll either
like what you see, or you won’t,’” notes Andy.“That really
pushes us as players to strive for excellence in everything—
in our walk with the Lord, in school, in the weight room,
on the field, and in our personal lives with our friends.”

The All-American led the CCIW with 17.5 sacks (the
most for any NCAA level this year), tied the school record
for sacks in a season, and earned dual recognition as the
North Region Defensive Lineman of the Year and CCIW
Defensive Player of the Year.

But Andy’s focus is more on his team than on his
personal achievements.“Being a part of the Wheaton
football team has been a great opportunity to learn to 
work as a unit—to set aside yourself for a hundred other
guys, so that those hundred guys as a unit can become
better,” he says.“This experience has been about learning
to be selfless and to work for a cause that’s greater 
than yourself.”

W H E A T O N 1 7

More than a decade later, Pedro Arruza ’95 still
remembers feeling completely distraught after fumbling
away the CCIW championship against Augustana his
junior year. But even more, he remembers Coach Mike
Swider ’77 approaching him once they returned to
campus and putting his arm around him.

“He probably didn’t realize it at the time, but that

Head Coach: Mike Swider ’77

Stats 2002-2007

49-10 record with an 83.1% winning percentage

Nationally ranked each of the past five years

Four NCAA Division III playoff appearances 

13 total All-American selections

Three Academic All-American selections

One North Region “Coach of the Year” award 

Three CCIW “Most Outstanding Players” (two on
defense one on offense)

Three CCIW “Coach of the Year” awards 

52 All-CCIW selections

coach Mike Swider

51480_10-17_u1  4/12/07  3:15 PM  Page 17



Michael Gerson ’86, former

chief speechwriter to the

President, looks back on his

White House years, and talks

about what’s next.
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TheWordsmith

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

if you don’t already know the name

Michael Gerson ’86, just wait a few months. His gift

for cadence and rhythm, his ability to draw on

history to give weight and lend clarity to present

circumstances, and his idealism rooted in faith,

marked the speeches he drafted, revised, and edited

during his tenure as chief speechwriter for our

nation’s 43rd President.
These same qualities are also what makes sitting down with

Gerson for an hour’s conversation as energizing as the coffee he

drinks with regularity. His office isn’t large. There is just room

enough for several bookshelves, a desk, and a small table. Just

outside, there’s a small terrace with a few wooden deck chairs,

overlooking a pleasant, seventh-story view of downtown D.C.

Michael Gerson ’86, former chief speechwriter to the President, looks back on his White House

years, and talks about what’s next. Michael Gerson ’86, former chief speechwriter to the

President, looks back on his White House years, and talks about what’s next.Michael Gerson ’86,

former chief speechwriter to the President, looks back on his White House years, and talks about

what’s next.Michael Gerson ’86, former chief speechwriter to the President, looks back on his

White House years, and talks about what’s next michael Gerson ’86, former chief speechwriter to

the President, looks back on his White House years, and talks about what’s next. Michael Gerson

’86, former chief speechwriter to the President, looks back on his White House years, and talks 
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his book on the future of conservatism before May 1, when he’ll begin
writing a twice-weekly column for the Washington Post’s editorial page. 

Now a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, Gerson
also plans to remain involved in issues like women’s empowerment and
global health, disease, and development. About leaving the White
House, he comments, “The primary reason I left was that I had done
an exhausting job for seven years, and I was very much ready for 
the next stage . . . . I don’t miss the deadline pressure of writing one 
to three speeches a day, but I do miss working with the President. 
He was very good to me.”

Gerson’sInfluence
He’s been called the “moral compass” of the Bush presidency, the
“conscience” of the White House, the “intellectual architect of
compassionate conservatism.” Upon first meeting Gerson, what strikes
the observer initially is his sincere, serious demeanor. But after talking
with him for only a little while, it’s clear how he’s earned these titles—
he has obviously spent considerable time thinking about how to make
democracy work not just for the rich and powerful, but for the poor
and downtrodden as well. Perhaps this, then, is the main reason 
that in a very partisan city, he has earned respect from those on both
sides of the political fence. 

But though the view isn’t expansive, Gerson’s thinking is—enough
so that his friend and former employer Senator (R-Ind.) Daniel Coats
’65, L.L.D. ’92 remarks, “If I could have an hour a day just to talk 
with anyone I’d like, I would choose Mike. . . . He has such a fertile
mind, such interesting perspective . . . listening to Mike is like
observing a master creating a mosaic, pulling pieces from here and
there to wind up with a grand vision.”  

Having quit his role as senior advisor at the White House after
working for President Bush for seven years, Gerson has spent the last
months writing 1,500-2,000 words per day in an effort to finish 

An Insider’s
Impressions of the 

President 

One of the President’s closest aides for seven years,

Michael Gerson speaks of the Commander-in-Chief with

deference and deep respect. Of course, if you are left

wondering where Gerson’s thoughts and ideals end and

the President’s begin, you will certainly be able to find

that answer in Gerson’s upcoming book, about which he

says, “I want to make a strong, principled argument for

foreign policy idealism, the necessity for the furtherance

of democracy, and for compassionate conservatism

against a kind of narrow, self-interested libertarianism.”

Following is what Gerson had to say in our interview

about President George W. Bush himself and his legacy: 

Q: What do you believe history will one day say
about President Bush?

A:“I think President Bush will be remembered as a

root-cause thinker. He is absolutely convinced that

hopeless, stagnant, unjust societies produce problems
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President George W. Bush prepares a speech with Michael Gerson in the Oval

Office on December 16, 2003.

“…the greatest influence 
that the church has in the world 

is by simply being the church: 
providing a model and an example

…a different set of social and moral 
priorities that put the weak

and the vulnerable and the       
abandoned at the center.”
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It isn’t until later in the interview that the nervous mental energy he’s
known for surfaces, and he begins drawing lines on a white notepad, all
the while articulating the vision that brought him to the White House,
and resulted in speeches like the First Inaugural Address, considered a
rhetorical masterpiece by both Democrats and Republicans alike.

Hendrick Hertzberg, a liberal columnist with The New Yorker, was
quoted in the National Journal. He wrote,“It was by far the best
Inaugural Address in 40 years; indeed it was better than all but a tiny
handful of all the inaugurals of all the presidents since the Republic was
founded.”

From the time he started writing speeches, Gerson found inspiration
in what he calls the “golden age of modern American speechwriting,”
reading the works of Theodore Sorensen for President John F. Kennedy,
of Adam Walinsky for Senator Robert Kennedy, and of Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr.“It is a very language-oriented style of writing,
not sentimental or image-oriented in the way of Reagan-era speeches,”
Gerson explains.

But more than mere style, there’s no mistaking the moral
underpinnings of Gerson’s greatest speeches.An evangelical Episcopalian
whose ideals have been framed by Roman Catholic social thought,
Gerson says that during his White House years, the writings of Henri
Nouwen, Richard Foster, and Dallas Willard helped keep him anchored
in his faith. He says,“I think the recovery of the spiritual disciplines 

for Christians has been one of the great advances of the last 20 years.”
Gerson has the following advice for evangelicals who want to effect

change in Washington on issues of moral relevance:
“There is an important role for people who want to be directly

involved with politics. I’d like to see both parties in America feel like
they need to set out a moral vision that will appeal to evangelical
voters.That means particularly that young evangelicals should find a way
according to their beliefs to be directly involved in the political process.
I think that’s a worthy goal and an influential one. . . . But you know
the greatest influence that the church has in the world is by simply
being the church: providing a model and an example, and a different
way of life, and a different set of social and moral priorities that put the
weak and the vulnerable and the abandoned at the center.And then
when Christians do that on a large scale, it does have a tremendous
social impact. It does change politics, because it awakens the conscience
of the country.”

Gerson saw this happen in 2003 through his work on the $15 billion
plan for AIDS relief.And as a result, he says,“I will never think the same
way about government again.This is what principled, morally efficient
government can accomplish under the right circumstances.”

Part of a broad plan of development assistance that came after 9/11,
the initiative represents the largest percentage increase in development
assistance since the Marshall Plan.And Gerson should know, since 

like terrorism, drug trade, international crime, and 

sexual slavery that can only be confronted and opposed

with a hopeful alternative. The bitterness and hate that

have created so many problems in our world can 

only be confronted by hope and opportunity, not just by

the force of arms, which is eventually incomplete.

That’s why he has in many ways reformulated American

foreign policy toward the expansion of democracy,

toward development, and the fight against disease.

That’s going to be a lasting influence moving forward.” 

Q: From the day you first met then Governor
Bush, how have your ideas been shaped and
changed by the President?

A:“He has been a personal example of courage and

determination under tremendous pressure. Many 

of the approaches he has taken have been profoundly

controversial, and the pressure in this town to 

abandon his most basic beliefs has been massive. 

I have never seen an instance where that happened.

That’s a real tribute.

“The second thing is that his steadiness and sense of

purpose after 9/11 was deeply encouraging to those

who worked with him. He completely filled that historical

moment at a time when that was very important to the

American people. 

“He also does something pretty extraordinary in 

politics. He earns loyalty by showing it. He has a deep

loyalty and kindness to the people who work for 

him . . . and that’s not always true in politics; it’s actually

pretty rare.” 

Q: On what issues do you hope that you have
helped shape some of the President’s ideology? 

A: “I hope on the compassion agenda, both at home

and abroad, and on the democracy agenda, particularly

through the Second Inaugural Address. In both of 

those cases, though, the contribution I could make

would be to give some historical context and rhetorical

ambition to the ideals and instincts that the President

held already. That is hopefully what a speechwriter can

do—to magnify and amplify those beliefs.” 
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about human rights, and by the time he got to Wheaton, I think his
whole notion of compassionate conservatism was fully formed. I used to
eat a meal a day with Mike. . . . I would ask him questions. I learned
more from those times with Mike than I probably did from any
professor at Wheaton about how to think critically and how to form
my own worldview.”

Chaplain Victor Gordon HON taught Gerson’s New Testament class
and later led a small group that included Gerson. He says,“He is the
outstanding student I taught at Wheaton. He combined brilliance with
teachability and humility.”

Gordon adds,“He was not a conservative ideologue then, and I don’t
think he is now. He looks at all the evidence; he couches things in 
a worldview with good theory and good realism. He sees all sides of the
issues—it’s not an ideological position—but a well thought-out position.”

It was an editorial Gerson wrote for the Wheaton Record that caught
the eye of Charles Colson, chairman of Prison Fellowship Ministries.“I
read it, and I immediately called the school,” says Colson.Though

Gerson had already been accepted at Fuller Theological Seminary, he
met Colson at O’Hare.

Remembers Colson,“I decided on the spot to hire him. He was one of
the brightest young men I had ever met, as well as humble and gracious.
I told him,‘I think you’re ready for the big leagues right now.You ought
to come work for me.’”And so, Gerson did, for more than two years.

Then when Coats was appointed to the Senate, Colson made a call.
Coats remembers,“Chuck said,‘I would like to give you a gift. I hired
an extraordinary young man who has helped me not only write, but
think through things for Prison Ministries, and he has an interest in
moving into politics.’”

Coats hired Gerson, and now says,“One of the most satisfying things
that came out of my political experience was seeing Mike rise to the
positions he rose to and receive the tremendous accolades he’s received.”

For Gerson, working on Capitol Hill provided just the opportunity
he needed to hone his craft.“A senator is a generalist, so I got to write
on every topic under the sun. . . . It’s a fantastic place for anybody to
start out,” he says, noting that it gave him broad exposure to policy
debates and to the current arguments of the Congress.“For me, it was a
particularly good experience because of Senator Coats himself, who is

he helped develop the policy, one that has brought life, through 
the antiretroviral drug, to over 800,000 people in Africa with a goal 
of reaching a total of two million people by 2008.

“It has all the elements of a modern miracle to it,” he says, noting that
he recently visited an orphanage in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where, until
two years ago, there was no need for any long-term plan because the
400 faces kept changing as the children died.“Now almost none of the
children are dying and they are planning what to do about job
training,” he says, adding that he sees the same promise in the President’s
Malaria Initiative.

If this represents the pinnacle of good government in Gerson’s eyes,
what would be the abyss to which it can and does sometimes fall?

He says by far his greatest disappointment came in the weeks 
and months following Hurricane Katrina.“We did a speech in Jackson
Square that I was very proud of because it raised some of the
fundamental questions about race and poverty in America, about slavery
and segregation. . . . But in the aftermath . . . there was deep
irresponsibility, particularly by the Congress where all the Democrats
wanted to do was to apportion blame, and all the Republicans wanted
to do was to cut government (they thought we were spending 
too much on hurricane relief).That to me was very disappointing.”

From Wheaton
to the White House 

We believe that God is at work in each of our lives.And yet, in some
lives, it is easier to clearly see His hand. For Gerson, the path from
Wheaton to the White House was without question paved in many
ways by his gift for writing, but even secular publications have used the
word “predestination” when describing his smooth trajectory.

Gerson’s interest in politics and rhetoric began early. In high school,
he wrote for the school paper, debated for President Jimmy Carter, and
remembers reading the autobiography of Menachem Begin.

After a year at Georgetown University, Gerson transferred to
Wheaton, where he majored in biblical studies. He says about his
Wheaton experience,“It was a Christian academic environment that
was open and rewarded free inquiry.There was nothing formulaic 
or oppressive. It was a genuinely open intellectual setting but within 
the boundaries of orthodox belief.These were the things I benefited
from the most—that and making some friends that last a lifetime.”

Jon O’Neil ’86, now a partner with Chatham Financial, is one of these
friends and a former suitemate. Jon remembers that Gerson’s room was
stacked with books by authors like Aristotle,Augustine, and Russell Kirk.
“The books weren’t connected to the classes he was taking. He just
wanted to learn what they had to say about the big questions.”

Not only did Gerson spend a great deal of time reading, Jon says,“He
would handwrite the first and only drafts of his term papers in perfect
calligraphy with his Waterman fountain pen, while watching major
league baseball on TV.”

Beyond this, he adds,“From the time I met Mike, he was passionate
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both very talented and humble, and just a joy to work
for.”

Coats credits Gerson with doing “the lion’s share of
the work” in putting together the Project for American
Renewal. Says the former Senator,“This became the
foundation for a significant change in thinking on how
to encourage and utilize community and faith-based
initiatives. . . . and it really has had an impact on
policy.”

Then with aspirations of writing for a president,
Gerson worked on campaigns for Jack Kemp, Steve
Forbes, and then-Senator Bob Dole.

When asked about the differences in the ways these
men used and edited his speeches, Gerson remembers,
“Jack had a very vivid and certain style and approach
that was not easy to get accustomed to. He ended 
up occasionally using what I wrote. Bob Dole was very
senatorial, he shared my view of politics, but it was an
adjustment in the beginning.”

In 1999, Gerson met Bush at a suite in a hotel in
Washington, D.C. Once again, his words had preceded
him, and he got the job. He reflects,“The person 
I ended up having the most intuitive connection with
was Governor Bush.We shared a similar perspective 
on a lot of different issues.”

Among Gerson’s favorite speeches have been the First
Inaugural Address, which he said in a C-Span interview,
“in many ways represents everything I believe about
politics”; and the Second Inaugural Address, which he
noted in the same interview,“summarized the President’s
world view.”

For six years, despite suffering a heart attack shortly
after Bush’s re-election, Gerson often lifted the rhetoric
of White House politics heavenward, and thus lifted the
eyes and heart of a nation.Though many subjects
naturally polarize, he also penned words of unification
calling all Americans back to strong moral character, to
conscience, and to personal responsibility.At least a 
few of these words will perhaps become a lens through
which we view this time in history, including the
following from the First Inaugural Address:

“Our public interest depends on private character, on
civic duty and family bonds and basic fairness, on
uncounted, unhonored acts of decency which give
direction to our freedom.

“Sometimes in life we are called to do great things.
But as a saint of our times has said, every day we are
called to do small things with great love.The most
important tasks of a democracy are done by everyone.”

A Speech in the Making
Writing speeches for the President of the United States means

presenting the President’s vision and not your own. That being said,

however, speechwriters often champion the views they articulate.

Michael Gerson notes, “I’ve never been in a circumstance where I’ve

been asked to write something that I didn’t believe in for President

Bush. There has been not one thing that violated my deepest beliefs.”

In their first meeting in 1999, they discussed poverty issues. “He

described his vision of compassionate conservatism and his

concerns about racial division. . . . I was excited because here was a

Republican who wanted to give the party a domestic policy.”

For a speech like the State of the Union or the Inaugural, the

process began with Gerson, who developed an outline. “The outline

comes from my own reading and thoughts, but also from consultation

with some very smart people,” he says, naming National Security

Advisor Steve Hadley, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, and then

Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Josh Bolten among these. 

The outline then goes to the President, who would give his input,

and then Gerson and any number of his six staff writers would create

a first draft. The draft is sent to 12-15 staff people, who make their

own suggestions. “Karl Rove would sometimes do a significant

amount of editing, and others who had strong opinions,” notes

Gerson, who adds that diplomacy was required at this stage, “to

preserve the integrity of the speech while making sure that people felt

included and their input was taken seriously.”

The President would then begin to read the speech aloud, often

making his own changes at this point. Gerson notes, “The President

is a very disciplined manager who likes an orderly and organized

process.” 

The exceptions to this well-ordered process came after 9/11.

Gerson and others worked to prepare the President’s remarks at the

National Cathedral in one day. About this address, Gerson says, “The

next morning the President had almost no changes, which of course,

is a very pleasing thing for a speechwriter.” The following words,

spoken at the National Cathedral in September 2001, may be

forgotten by most, but they are certainly part of why President Bush

will always be remembered for rising to that moment: 

“God’s signs are not always the ones we look for. We learn in

tragedy that His purposes are not always our own. Yet the prayers of

private suffering, whether in our homes or in this great cathedral, are

known and heard and understood. There are prayers that help us last

through the day, or endure the night. There are prayers of friends and

strangers that give us strength for the journey. And there are prayers

that yield our will to a will greater than our own. This world He

created is of moral design. Grief and tragedy and hatred are only for a

time. Goodness, remembrance, and love have no end. And the Lord of

life holds all who die and all who mourn.”
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personal forms of art.“Mind takes form in the city,” he asserts,“and
in turn, urban forms condition the mind.”

So what happens when you take a handful of college students from
a quiet suburban town and send them to spend a semester living and
working in the heart of Chicago? Something disarming,
confrontational, challenging . . . a purposeful step in the direction of
experiential learning.That is the premise of the Wheaton in Chicago
program—not to change the city, in the way that zealous young
visionaries often fantasize about, but to allow students to be changed
by the city, and have their lives forever colored by that experience.

It 
takes 

a city . . .

“Chicago has so much to offer because it’s such a diverse city,” says
Grace Cho ’07, contrasting it with Tianjin, China, where she lived for
five years before coming to Wheaton.A Korean-American and

examined an impressionistic painting? Look 
closely, and you will observe thousands of dots, colors,

brush strokes, shades, and textures fusing together on canvas.And
while it may appear that the big picture can only be seen 
from an appropriate distance, from that perspective you risk
overlooking the intricacies, idiosyncrasies, and delightful surprises
found only in the details.

For Wheaton College students, sequestered by the 25 miles
between the placid western suburbs and Chicago, the city can be like
that impressionistic painting—and the view from up close is
sometimes startlingly different. Beneath the shining metropolis of
skyscrapers, subways, and shops, poverty and the disillusioning
consequences of urbanization move from the periphery into focus.
Gradually, the faceless, nameless figures at the El-stop take on faces
and names.The bum on the street corner becomes a buddy; the
teenage single mother, a sister in Christ.

In The Culture of Cities, social philosopher Lewis Mumford
describes the urban landscape as a conscious work of art, holding
within it a communal framework of many simpler and more 
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daughter of missionaries, Grace says,“My parents were always
trying to expand my perspective on life and the world and God’s
people.” In recent years her father transitioned from working in
rural areas to ministering to migrant workers in China’s third
largest city.

“I was aware of different inner-city issues and I did have some
exposure, but I told myself I wasn’t going to go into missions or
ministry,” says Grace, who knew firsthand the demands of the
lifestyle.“I just wanted to be a doctor, work at a hospital that paid
well, and that was it.”

She admits to having a myopic view of urban issues before her
involvement with Wheaton in Chicago. But now, she is almost
embarrassed to talk about her old attitudes.

“I went into the city feeling high and mighty, with the
perspective that I was going in to help these people and be like a
savior,” Grace concedes.“To me, they were the ones who needed
care of some sort, whether it was physical, spiritual, or emotional.”
Today she has developed a heart for the urban poor,“not because
they’re poor and God said to go help them,” she says,“but because
they became real people to me and I realized the deep hurt and
pain that sin has caused them.”

A biology major, Grace spent her internship shadowing an
obstetrician, and later, a midwife at Lawndale Health Center, in
what was once among the 15 poorest neighborhoods in the nation.
The Center is one of more than a hundred organizations in 14
categories—from advocacy to education to business—at which
WIC students have served over the years.

Because many of the patients she encountered were teenagers,
single mothers, and fatherless, Grace says she felt like a protective
older sister. She recalls one young pregnant girl who had recently
been in an argument with her boyfriend.“She was living her life
trying to escape from him, because he wanted to kill her,” Grace
explains.“She said it in such a nonchalant way, I was shocked. . . .
I couldn’t believe that she wasn’t scared.”

Another woman had been in a ten-year relationship with a man
who had fathered her five children, but whom she refused to marry
because of all of the stories in her community about divorce,
infidelity, and abuse.

“I just thought to myself, what could have been done to make
someone like her so hurt that she can’t see the glory and beauty in
marriage?” says Grace, who is herself engaged.“This lady went to
church every week, and I couldn’t even comfort or encourage her
with the truth that although marriage isn’t perfect, God created it
and it’s a holy thing.”

After she finishes nursing school, Grace hopes to return to
Lawndale as a midwife, and adds that her internship brought both
professional and personal revelation. She explains that being away
from campus helped her recognize how quick she had been to
judge others, and heightened her awareness of such behaviors

After outgrowing the space it rented from Emmaus

Ministries, an outreach to male prostitutes, the Wheaton

in Chicago program finally moved into its own building

at 4746 North Malden in the fall of 2006.

The three-story brick apartment building is just a few

paces away from the

Red line in Uptown

Chicago, and with a

flat on each level

containing two 

to three bedrooms,

a living room, and 

a kitchen, it

accommodates up to

16 students, and

even houses a first-floor office and a classroom in the

basement. Previously, WIC had sought classroom space

in churches and other off-site locations, often at an

inconvenience.

“It is humbling to think about the impact of the

Wheaton in Chicago program on Christian students who

study the socioeconomic, religious, and political

structures of the city,” says Dean of Natural and Social

Sciences Dr. Dorothy Chappell. “We have dreamt about

having a facility suitable for student needs, and it is

wonderful to see that now come to pass.” Prior to 

Dr. Toly’s arrival, she led the effort to secure the

property, negotiate the three-year lease with building

owner Ben Reyes, and coordinate its extensive

renovations with Mr. Reyes and the help of Assistant

Director of Urban Studies Sean Young.

Both Dr. Chappell and Dr. Toly desire to see a rise in

enrollment for Wheaton in Chicago, and they are already

working to obtain a zoning variance from the city to

have the building’s capacity increased. This would

ultimately offer additional students opportunities to learn

Christian responses to impoverishment through

classroom studies and field experiences within the rich

urban settings of Chicago.

a New home away from home
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thoughtful about them. . . .You’re not simply placing yourself in 
a new context and expecting that context to automatically generate
the kind of community you intend.”

According to Dr.Toly, a number of WIC’s programmatic
features—from its residential nature to its cohort structure—help
promote this consciousness. Nevertheless, he emphasizes,WIC 
is not about creating this type of community, but rather introducing
students into an urban environment where different forms of
community already exist, and encouraging them to become involved.

“Our students are in Chicago for 15 weeks, many in service-
oriented internships,” he explains.“They will serve, they will be
poured out, but our goal is that they’re also filled up.We want the
city to play a role in transforming them—we want God to use 
the city to transform them.”

Dr.Toly likens their time in Chicago and return to campus to 
the Eastern pilgrimage narrative, a motif in which pilgrims journey
to a place where they gather wisdom and understanding, and then
return home with those insights.

He adds,“In returning differently than they left, they’re able 
to change more than just themselves—they’re able to have an impact 
on their fellow students, on the wider college community, and 
on their families. . . . I know they’ve been changed because they have
culture shock when they return to Wheaton.They’re different 
people with different desires and dispositions toward justice.”

among her peers at Wheaton.
“There’s this temptation to put up a front of being a good student

and a good Christian, and that can get in the way of being real,”
elaborates Grace, noting she began to care less about being judged
herself, and instead took greater interest in people and their personal
stories.

This is something former WIC participant Dhiraj Masih ’07 was
also sensitized to during his time in the city last spring, while
interning for a community organizing group called ONE
(Organization of the North East) that focused on addressing housing
problems, homelessness, issues in education, and violence in area
neighborhoods.

“In the city, no one’s judging you—you’re just another part of the
crowd,” says Dhiraj, who divided his childhood between Mussoorie,
India, and Rogers Park on Chicago’s north side.After a difficult
semester in the fall of 2005, following the deaths of his father and a
close Wheaton friend earlier in the summer, he turned to the city 
in search of a healing experience.“One of the main reasons I wanted
to get off campus was to reintegrate myself into the social fabric 
that I had been a part of,” says Dhiraj.And while working for ONE,
he witnessed the development of a community support group,
from conception to implementation.

“It reminded me of what I had been taught in Christian Thought
class about belief not being an abstract concept, but a set of
principles that you can actually live by,” he explains.“I really
appreciated these men and women for their honesty and willingness
to share things they had learned, that they could back up with their
lives and experiences. Sure, they didn’t have all of the sound 
theology and academic training, but when they would speak, this is
what they knew, this was what they thought about, this is what 
they worked toward, and this is what they were living.”

the Intent 
of intentional 

community

Since Wheaton in Chicago’s inception in 1998, more than 100
students representing every academic division and most majors have
experienced what many social theorists are now referring to as
intentional community—deliberate interactions with others for the
sake of fostering meaningful relationships, as opposed to accidental 
or incidental encounters with people groups who may or may 
not share the same values, backgrounds, or contexts.

“Intentional community involves living reflectively with 
others,” explains Wheaton’s new Director of Urban Studies Dr. Noah
Toly ’99.“You reflect more on your practices and are more
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left: The Wheaton in Chicago cohort in 
October 2006, at a housewarming celebration
for the program’s new building at 4746 North
Malden.

below: Dr. Noah Toly ’99 became the new
Director of Urban Studies and the Wheaton in
Chicago program last fall. “One of the things 
I would like for our students to realize is 
that the city is not just a needy place,” says 
Dr. Toly. “Our students don’t go down for 15
weeks to fulfill the city’s needs and then return.
Rather, in a way the city has fulfilled some 
of their needs.”

Changing
perspectives

Stepping into his position last fall after the resignation of former
director and WIC founder Dr. Helene Slessarev Jamir, Dr.Toly also
has a number of new goals for Wheaton in Chicago. Many of these
emphasize the coupling of internship experiences with a rigorous
program of coursework, teaching students Christian perspectives on
social change in urban areas. Several curriculum adjustments are
planned, beginning with the renaming of the City in Social Sciences
Perspective course to Urban Theory and Experience.

“I have very strong feelings about that,” says Dr.Toly.“The existing
title can imply that the city is a convenient laboratory of limited
population and limited geography where we can test social science
theories. It suggests there is nothing different about the city. Urban
Theory, on the other hand, implies that the city is unique.”

In their coursework, students learn that a prerequisite to cultivating
a disposition toward social justice is a proper cognitive framework of
structural analysis, Christian social ethic, and a combination of the
two—a triad described by philosopher Nicholas Wolterstorff as
critical consciousness, and which practices the integration of faith and
learning. Foundational to this teaching are the causes and
consequences of the urban condition, the origins and implications of
urban issues, and the presence and influence of the city in the world.

In the future Dr.Toly hopes to add international and comparative
elements to existing course offerings, allowing students to further
evaluate the effects of urbanization in cities around the world. He
notes that as of 2005, 50 percent of the world’s population is urban.
By 2030, that number is expected to increase 10 percent, with the
cities of the two-thirds world absorbing the net population growth.

“The world we live in is increasingly urban, and the world these
students will live in will be shaped by the city,” says Dr.Toly.“In order
to understand their times, they will need to understand the city.”

For Dhiraj, the Wheaton in Chicago program fostered an increased
sensitivity to an urban environment with which he already felt
familiar. He further acknowledges it took a semester back in the city
to help him realize the richness he had taken for granted.

“I’ve just begun to better appreciate the city as a source of life,”
explains Dhiraj, who still returns on most weekends to say connected.

By the end of her experience, Grace was confronted with the
understanding of God’s indiscriminate, unconditional love and His
sovereignty in the way He has created every person. It is an outlook
she encourages others to consciously embrace, and actively cultivate,
even when it involves getting out of one’s comfort zone.

“God doesn’t say be where you are and where you’re comfortable,”
says Grace.“As I look back on my past, and now see injustice 
through the eyes of those suffering in it, I realize that I had been
living in the sin of ignorance.”
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“A decade ago, I didn’t really understand what it would mean to honor my

parents in word and in deed,” says psychology professor Dr. Richard Butman

’73, referring to the biblical principle often used to admonish young children.

Now, having made more than 25 trips to Florida and Georgia over the last

four years to care for his elderly parents, he has learned firsthand 

how this timeless principle transcends age.
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nationally recognized medical house-call program based in the Chicago
area, encounters many individuals who are caring for their elderly
parents when he visits his patients.

“We find that the quality of the caregiver-patient relationship has 
a tremendous impact on the health of the patient,” says Dr. Chiang.“A
lot of caregivers go it alone. . . . So we look out for caregivers indirectly
and encourage them to get relief. If the caregiver’s health suffers,
the patient’s health will suffer as well.”

For caregivers, there is simply no substitute for social, emotional, and
even physical support. Says Dr. DeVries,“Everything I’ve ever read has
underlined the importance of social support, of having people who are
concerned about you and how you are doing, as well as for the person
you’re caring for. I had nights when I was so tired that I didn’t know
how I was going to care for my father. But my family would step into
the breach, and no one considered it a personal failure on my part.”

She remembers that it was the little things that made a big
difference.“I had friends who would take my dad out for lunch, or
drive the kids to the places they needed to go, or even pop in and have
a cup of tea with my dad when I couldn’t be there, so I knew he
wasn’t sitting all by himself.These things meant the world to me,” she
remembers, adding that even cards and phone calls were also
meaningful.“It’s helpful to know you’re in people’s thoughts and
prayers, and that they know that what you’re doing is challenging.”

Judy Wyngarden Pollard ’60 cares for her mother, Betty ’34, who is
living with a companion in an apartment at Windsor Park Manor 
in Carol Stream, Illinois. Her mother struggles with memory loss and
other health issues, making it necessary for Judy to handle all of her
banking and investments, legal issues, medical care, and purchases,
including groceries. Her sister handles the taxes.

“The biggest challenges for me are keeping up with all the
paperwork and documenting everything so my siblings know that what
I’m doing is fair, and managing the tension I feel between wanting
people to visit my mother and not wanting to put pressure on anyone
to do it,” says Judy.

Since Betty can’t hear on the phone anymore, visits have to be in
person.“Although it can feel difficult to make ongoing conversation, it
doesn’t take much to make a person in my mother’s situation happy,”
Judy notes. She says that a man from church comes to check in on her
mother every week, for which Judy is very grateful.

Ruth Gibson ’59, co-author of The Sandwich Years:When Your Kids
Need Friends and Your Parents Need Parenting, agrees that visiting usually
means more to an aging parent than anything.

Her tips on visiting include: assume that people can hear you even 
if they aren’t able to respond, and if you’re asked a question “even for
the twentieth time, be gracious and answer as if it’s the first time you’ve
been asked.” She adds that it’s not necessary to correct someone’s
inaccurate memory or thoughts. “It’s their memory or their dream.”

In his work as a geriatric and hospice physician, Dr. Solomon 
Liao ’90, associate professor of medicine at University of California,

Watching the health of his parents steadily decline during this time,
Dr. Butman, along with his three siblings, has experienced the 
painful, draining effects of care-giving. Hardly a day goes by, he says,
when one of them isn’t directly involved in their parents’ on-going care.

Today, an estimated 44 million Americans provide unpaid assistance
and support to older people with disabilities.A recent AARP 
Public Policy Institute report found that the use of paid, formal care by
older persons with disabilities has decreased, while their sole reliance
upon family caregivers has increased.

Professor of psychology Dr. Helen DeVries, who helped start the
Older Adult Program at Outreach Community Center in Wheaton,

Illinois, has witnessed this push to keep people out of institutions and
help them stay in familiar environments as they age. Social policies are
helping to fund the age-in-place movement, but Dr. DeVries notes that
the health and support needs of family caregivers are often overlooked.

“The church traditionally has been good at responding in crisis
situations,” she says.“It offers support for the short run but not 
so much for the long haul. Now we’re faced with a challenge: how 
do we deal with a marathon and not just a sprint?”

Dr. DeVries herself is well aware of all the implications of this
growing phenomenon as she cared for her father for more than two
years before his death in 1987.“I was fortunate in that my brother and 
I were close geographically, and worked well together as a team.
Often it’s not just the day-to-day care that’s stressful, but the family
disagreements about how to handle a situation that can be
challenging,” she explains.

Today, in her practice she works with families at the end of the life
cycle, helping caregivers think through their options.

“You hear people say things like, ‘I will never put my parents in a
nursing home.’ But I think we need to know what are we equipped to
do. It’s about being sensible and prayerful about how to best meet the
needs of the family member realistically.”

She says the vital first steps are to gather information and to get
connected.“You need to know what you’re dealing with. Is it a stable
situation or something that’s going to get progressively worse? It can
also be helpful to know what feelings and stages are typical given the
situation.” Dr. DeVries recommends joining associations when possible,
and also notes that her favorite books offer honest glimpses into the
lives of caregivers.

Dr. Paul Chiang ’85 in practice with HomeCare Physicians, a
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herself was struggling to accept that she was dying, but they hadn’t
discussed anything together.” Part of his job involves simply
encouraging family members to talk openly with one another.

After Bob Bolinder ’48 suffered a medical emergency that nearly
took his life, he and his wife, Jean Wiggs Bolinder ’47, talked in 
depth with their three children, including Scott ’73 about their plans
for the future.As a result, they moved from a retirement community 
in Ashville, North Carolina, to a similar facility in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, just miles from Scott and his wife, Jill Gulbransen ’74.

Scott says that for him, the experience has “brought new dimension
to the struggle of self versus others.” He notes that he knows his
mother would liked to have spent more time living on her own than in
a retirement community, but that his parents decided to move while
they were still active and healthy “as a gift they could give to their
children.”As a result, the Bolinders were more receptive to another
move after Bob’s illness that would make caregiving even easier 
on their children. Scott says that his parents’ experience has helped him
and his wife talk and plan for their own future.

But, still, some children or spouses can be burdened with the 
feeling— and even the direct suggestion—that what they are doing 
just isn’t enough. Moreover, some can be strapped with the additional
burden of living away from their parents, trying to coordinate care 
and resolve medical or legal issues by phone, while enduring the
professional and financial stress in making frequent trips.When serious
health conditions and diseases like Alzheimer’s and dementia come into
play, grief over the gradual loss of a parent can intensify the difficulty.

And though community can help bolster and sustain caregivers,
Dr. DeVries notes that to some, asking for help can be seen as spiritual
failure.

“Faith can be a great help or it can be crippling,” she says.“Thinking,
‘I’m supposed to be a servant and not complain,’ can just add to 
your sense of guilt and then you end up burning out.We’re called to
care for one another, but we also need to be sensible.” She notes that
even Christ got discouraged, and took time away.

Says Dr. DeVries,“It helps for caregivers to know that there is no
perfect or permanent plan that will work indefinitely. . . . Most families
want the best for their loved ones.You just have to be flexible, and find
out the best way to balance the many demands in your life at each stage.”

Irvine, and Medical Director for St. Joseph Hospice in Orange,
California, tells his trainees not to underestimate the importance of the
spiritual dimensions of life and of care-giving.

“Our spiritual connections run deeper and remain even after other
things are gone,” he says, remembering an advanced Alzheimer’s patient
who had long stopped communicating but joined a visiting chaplain in 
singing “Amazing Grace” one day.

“The medical side of care is relatively easy; so often, much of the
pain and suffering is psychological, social, or spiritual,” he says,
remembering one patient in particular who was angry with everyone.
“We sat down and talked about his anger and about his spiritual
issues,” Dr. Liao says, adding that he also referred the man to the
hospital’s chaplain.“The next time I saw him, he was a completely
different person, smiling for the first time.”

Dr. Liao also emphasizes the importance of honest communication.
He remembers,“We visited a 47-year-old woman who was dying 
of cancer. She had two teenage children who were struggling, and she
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RESOURCES

The Sandwich Years 
by Dennis and Ruth Gibson ’59

How to Care for Aging Parents 
by Virginia Morris ’59

A Grace Disguised: How the
Soul Grows Through Loss 
by Gerald Sittser

Children of Aging Parents
www.caps4caregivers.org

Family Caregiving 101
www.familycaregiving101.org

Family Caregiver Alliance
www.caregiver.org

National Family Caregivers
Association
www.nfcacares.org

Loving Your Parents When
They Can No Longer Love You 
by Terry Hargrave

The 36-Hour Day: A Family
Guide to Caring for Persons
with Alzheimer Disease,
Related Dementing Illnesses,
and Memory Loss in Later Life 
by Nancy L. Mace and 
Peter V. Rabins

Eldercare Locator
www.eldercare.gov

National Association of
Professional Geriatric Care
Managers, Inc.
www.caremanager.org

Dr. Helen DeVries,

professor of psychology

Some children or spouses can be burdened 

with the feeling—and even the direct suggestion —

that what they are doing just isn’t enough.
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WHEATONa word with alum n i

Alumni Relations

Vice President for Advancement

and Alumni Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Alumni Association

President

Robert D. Dye ’73 

President-elect

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Past President

Charles V. Hogren ’58 

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni Trustee

Representatives

Robert. D. Dye ’73 

Charles V. Hogren ’58 

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Board of Directors

Serving through 2007

Jan Renich Barger ’69 

Gary L. Campbell, MA ’02 

Paul D. Elsen ’71 

Mary Beth Willson Elsen ’71 

Jenai Davis Jenkins ’89 

Lola Olateju ’05 

David W. Salstrom ’53

Serving through 2008

Sally Lynch Brinks ’60 

Jennifer Brown Brown ’99 

Stephen P. Dill ’72 

Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72 

Marilyn Carnett Spradley ’65 

Elizabeth Woodson ’06 

Serving through 2009

Donald S. Amsler ’58 

Egil H. Anderson ’61

Adonya Seldon Little ’90 

Christopher M. Perciante ’78 

Linda Rensink Perciante ’77 

Timothy A. Stoner ’82 

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

hen I attended my husband’s 25th reunion last year, I was struck by how 

many people shared painful experiences—people like Judi Gudz Medlin ’81,

who tells her story on page 34. Classmates shared accounts of terminal 

illness, rebellious children, difficult marriages and much more. And yet, each

person testified of God’s faithfulness in the midst of all of life’s difficulties.

This fall, I’ll celebrate my 25th reunion. Like Judi and so many others, “life 

happened” to me, and God has been faithful. Nearly nine years ago, my 

twin daughters were born three months premature and one was very sick for 

a long time. Watching helplessly while my daughters suffered and struggled to

live was indescribably hard. Last summer, two weeks after I accepted the

alumni director position, my 71-year-old father died of a heart attack while

playing racquetball. One of the ways God has been faithful is through 

Wheaton friends who have come alongside and encouraged me through these

painful times.

The thought of coming back to Wheaton for a reunion can be disconcerting for

some. Perhaps you hesitate because of choices you’ve made in life. Maybe 

you feel empty or sad or angry. Or just the thought of keeping up appearances

exhausts you.

I hope you’ll reconsider and give your next class reunion a chance. You may be

reunited with friends you haven’t seen in years. You may run into faculty 

members at the College who pushed you to think deeper about God and the
world. You may even get to know some of the extraordinary students God sends

to Wheaton today. And I hope that you, too, will be reminded of God’s unchang-

ing faithfulness over the years.

W
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Row 1: Mark Dillon (VP for Advancement and Alumni Relations), Matthew Hsieh ’93 (President-Elect), Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 (Executive Director). Row 2: Marilyn

Carnett Spradley ’65, Linda Rensink Perciante ’77, Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72, Jenai Davis Jenkins ’89, Jennifer Brown Brown ’99, Sally Lynch Brinks ’60, Omalola Olateju

’05. Row 3: Christopher Perciante ’78, Elizabeth Woodson ’06, Paul Elsen ’71, David Salstrom ’53, Stephen Dill ’72, Donald Amsler ’58, Egil Anderson ’61, Timothy Stoner

’82.  Not pictured:  Jan Renich Barger ’69, Gary Campbell M.A. ’02, Robert Dye ’73 (President), Mary Beth Willson Elsen ’71, Charles Hogren ’58, Adonya Seldon Little ’90.
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Cast Your Vote Today—Online!

Every year—as one of Wheaton’s
alumni—you have the opportunity 
to vote for your representatives to the
Board of Directors of the Wheaton
College Alumni Association.

What is the Alumni Association?  

If you attended Wheaton for one 
year or more, you are a member of 
the Wheaton College Alumni
Association! The Alumni Association 
is people—nearly 40,000 strong—

WHEATON ALUMNIa s s o c i a t i o n

2006-2007 Wheaton Alumni Association Board of Directors

tmaking an impact for Christ around 
the world.

Why does the Alumni 
Association need a Board of
Directors?  

The Alumni Association is led by 
an elected 21-member Board of
Directors who represent your concerns
to Wheaton College.The board
distributes faculty grants and scholarships
to students, gives awards for dis-
tinguished service, and advises the

College administration on behalf of all
alumni.

Why should I vote? 

Because your vote makes a difference!
Your vote determines which of 
these alumni will represent you for the
next three years. Board members
represent every decade since the 1950s,
both genders and diverse races and
backgrounds. But they share one thing in
common: a love for Wheaton and its
mission.
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Merwin R. Crow Class of 1957 / Major: Bible
Why Run: “I am serving as 50th class reunion chair alongside tremendous
classmates and alumni staff. This has rekindled my love for the College
and for what it stands for.”

David C. Patterson Class of 1953 / Major: Geology
Why Run: “Involvement in Northwoods Adventure at HoneyRock and my
general interest in the welfare of the College.”

Geoffrey C. Cockrell Class of 1993 / Major: Business/Economics
Why Run: “I think that significant strides can be made in strengthening the 
ties among alumni and between alumni and the school. There is a reservoir
of goodwill among alumni toward the school that could be tapped.”

Douglas L. Ambler Class of 1990 / Major: Biology
Why Run: “I believe it is time for me to give back to Wheaton and to be
obedient to God’s plan for my life. God has called me to service and this
will be one way to answer His calling.”

1990s

Kirk D. Farney M.A., Class of 1998 / Major: Biblical and Theological Studies
Why Run: “Wheaton is a place where faith and rigorous academics are in 
substantive, critical dialogue. This unique environment and dynamic 
community have much to offer those from within the faith community and
those from without. I want to help Wheaton College carry out this vital
endeavor.”

Todd D. Lindquist Class of 1987 / Major: Economics 

Kirstin Skytte Lindquist Class of 1987 / Major: Elementary Education
Why Run: “Over 1,000 alumni live in the Minneapolis area and we have
coordinated the Club meetings here for many years. We would desire 
that as members of the Alumni Board, we could continue and even expand
the vibrant lifeline between our community (alumni, students, and 
prospective students) and the College.”

Norman Mindrebo Class of 1980 / Major: Biology (with HNGR emphasis)

Peggy Berns Mindrebo  Class of 1980 / Major: Christian Education & Ministry
Why Run: “We have served for four years on the Parents Council and
we’re passionate about the mission of Wheaton! As we face the 
challenges the future holds for Christian institutions, we are committed to
praying for and giving to Wheaton in whatever ways needed.”v

o
te

Your 2007 Candidates for 

the Alumni Board

1980s

Christopher A. Jahns Class of 1982 / Major: Business/Economics
Why Run: “Wheaton has been such a huge contributor to and blessing 
in our family’s life (extended family too), and I’d like to serve in this way. 
We are solidly behind the mission of Wheaton.”

Patty Klepack Mann Class of 1982 / Major: Speech/Communications
Why Run: “I had a great experience at Wheaton College, and the educa-
tion I gained there set the foundation for my life. As part of the Alumni
Board, I want to help other students have the same opportunities I had.”

Jeffrey E. Oslund Class of 1986 / Major: Mechanical Engineering
Why Run: “It is a way I can serve the Wheaton College community. I’m
proud to be a Wheaton grad, and expect that the added interactions with 
alumni, students, and teachers will be very positive.”

graduate
school 
representative

middle 
states 
representative

1950s

How do I vote?

Log onto

www.wheatonalumni.org/vote

and follow the instruc-
tions. By registering 
for the Alumni Online
Community, you’ll not
only gain access to the
Alumni Board ballot,
but you’ll also be able 
to search for classmates 
in the online alumni
directory, submit class
news and photos, access
The Career Center, and
much more.

We still welcome paper
ballots if that’s what 
you prefer. Please contact
the Alumni office by
phone at 630.752.5047 
or e-mail us at
alumni@wheaton.edu, 

and we will mail you a
ballot.

Vote online or by paper
ballot by June 15, 2007,
for your vote to be
counted.

Your vote really does
make a difference!
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I had never been to any of my
Wheaton class reunions, and I didn’t
want to go to my 25th. Two out of my
three college roommates had returned
every fifth year, and invited me to come
to this one. I had tacitly consented to
attend but kept the option of cancelling
in the back of my mind. Our third
roommate recently concluded treatment
for aggressive ovarian cancer.We hadn’t
spoken since graduation in ’81, but I’d
followed her cancer journey through her
website. Just before the reunion I
contacted her with a crazy idea—if she
would go back to Wheaton, I would too.
And she said yes.

All four of us were hoping for a time
of connecting and renewal.This was our
girls’ weekend out.We would show up
on campus for the requisite events and
class photo, but we were really looking
forward to just catching up at the hotel.

I didn’t anticipate how strongly I
would feel the presence of the Lord the
moment I set foot on campus, but it was
overwhelming to me.At the class
worship service that Saturday evening,
there was a time set aside for those who

schedule of events

Friday, May 4
Evening Class Reunion Events

8 pm Festival of Faith Concert

Saturday, May 5
8 am Wheaton Associates Breakfast

9:30–11 am Treasures of Wheaton Lecture

11 am Alumni Celebration Luncheon

Afternoon Class Reunion Programs and Photos

2 pm Campus Walking Tour

3 pm Graduate School Commencement

Evening Class Reunion Events

Sunday, May 6
9 am Baccalaureate Service

3 pm Undergraduate Commencement

For a complete schedule, 

visit www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions or call 

the Alumni Relations Office at 630.752.5047.

alumni weekend
may 4-6, 2007

We welcome the reunion classes of ’32, ’37, ’42, ’47, ’52, ’57, ’62, ’67, ’72, and ’77.

Dr. Art Ammann ’58 is a pediatric

immunologist who has done extensive

HIV/AIDS research and who, in 1982,

first described two of the three known

means of HIV transmission—mothers

to infants and through blood transfu-

sions. He also diagnosed the first chil-

dren with HIV infection.  Dr. Ammann

is president of Global Strategies for

HIV Prevention, a nonprofit organiza-

tion dedicated to HIV prevention and

responding to the needs of HIV-infect-

ed women and children worldwide.

Wheaton Recognizes:

Dr. Arthur J. Ammann ’58 

for Distinguished Service

to Society 2007

Embarrassed to Return
by Judi L. Gudz Medlin ’81
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ministry and reaching the poor.
Those who heard me at Homecoming

wondered if other alumni—maybe you—
might be embarrassed to return to
Wheaton because your life hasn’t
followed the playbook of the “ideal”
Christian life. Mine hadn’t. But with
God’s guidance and the support of my
dear roommates, I did come back,
and far from being judged, I was both
blessed and healed. I wasn’t expecting the
kind of feedback I have received from
classmates who have said my testimony
has also helped to heal them. In some
cases it has given them hope for their
children, whose current path seemed
precipitously close to the wayward one I
had previously followed.

Wheaton’s motto is “For Christ and His
Kingdom.” So many of you live that
passionately every day. I didn’t. But I do
now.And I can tell you there is no better
place to be than in the palm of His Hand,
surrendered to His will and knowing that
choices we make, large and small, can
bring glory and honor to His Name.

path: money, prestige, power, access,
rewards, influence, accolades, homage. I
never acknowledged these present-day
idols, but that is what they were.
Instead, I led the way. I’ll call it what it
was—a life of self-pursuit.

In August 1999 I received a huge job
offer at a high-flying Fortune 20
company—which I seized as a perfect
opportunity to leave my failing second
marriage and start over. By February
2000, the day before a groundbreaking
meeting with my world-renowned
company CEO and chairman, I was
battling attorneys and accountants in a
desperate fight against my soon-to-be
second ex-husband’s request for lifetime
alimony and health benefits. It was 
3 A.M. and I was on the bathroom floor,
simultaneously sobbing and retching,
pleading with God to help me.When
my accountant called out of the blue to
say that my ex would be willing to settle
our case instead of going to court, I
knew with absolute certainty that this
was evidence of the Lord’s mercy.

That was the beginning of my new
life—a life surrendered to Him.Today
the Lord has blessed me with a
wonderful Christ-centered marriage.
In 2003, my husband, Ken, and I started
our own company in the for-profit
executive world, delivering leadership
development, team building, and
executive-level coaching to some of the
country’s most prominent corporations.
We also now channel the money earned
into our kingdom passion—urban

wanted to share their stories.Without a
doubt, the Holy Spirit took over my
actions because before I knew it, I was
up at the microphone.

There were so many powerful stories,
with everyone sharing a common
theme: Life happened to me. I lost a
spouse, a child, a job, a home, a dream. . . .
Life happened to me—but the Lord was
there and He was faithful.

Those comments made me think. I
didn’t have anyone die; I didn’t have an
illness to deal with. Instead, my life story
was one of willful choices that put me
before God.

I had two marriages end in divorce.
The first was to another ’81 grad, and
my excuse for not coming to any of my
previous reunions had been that I didn’t
want to run into him. Now I realize that
I was just too embarrassed to admit that
I had intentionally lived a life honoring
self and not Christ.

After that marriage failed, I seized on
what was in my control—my job and
my career.And practically every success
one could experience as an executive in
the high tech world found its way to my

homecoming 2007
september 28-29
Classes celebrating reunions this fall include ’82, ’87, ’92, ’97 and ’02

Plan now to return to campus to celebrate your reunion! 

check www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions to stay posted on reunion plans. 

to Wheaton
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come work with us
The alumni relations department 
has three job openings for Wheaton
alumni:

Director of Alumni Programs

The person in this key position is
responsible for alumni relations
programs and staff for reunions,
Wheaton Clubs, travel tours, and front
office communications, including an
advisory role in online communications
with alumni.

Associate Director of Young

Alumni Programs

We are looking for a Wheaton 
graduate who has visionary ideas for
connecting young alumni (graduates 
of the last decade), a proven track
record of planning successful programs
and events, and a passion for helping
students understand the privileges 
and responsibilities that come with
being part of the Wheaton community.

Office Coordinator

The office coordinator is the “front
door” of Westgate, the Alumni
Relations office. He or she has direct
contact every day with alumni and
friends worldwide and is responsible 
for responding to their inquiries 
and helping them stay connected to
Wheaton and each other.

Check us out on the web at  
www.wheaton.edu/HR/employment/openings_staff.php
for job descriptions and application
information.

career connections
Last year Wheaton parent Greg Soule
approached the College with an idea:
a career networking event for current 
students and young alumni in the
Minneapolis area. As a result of his
vision, the first Wheaton College
Regional Networking Event was held
on January 5.

Nearly 100 alumni, parents, and
current students were able to interact
with 34 alumni advisors representing
the fields of medicine, business,
education, law, real estate, and the
pastorate.After brief introductions and a
presentation by Ita Fischer, director of
career services, students and parents
talked in a roundtable format with the
advisors, gaining information and
learning of potential job opportunities
for Wheaton graduates in the
Minneapolis area.

“The event was a great

opportunity, not only to connect

with fellow Wheaton alumni, but to

also make contact with highly

motivated, godly young men and

women who will soon be entering

the workforce. One of the most

remarkable things about the event

was how impressive Wheaton

students are—both past and present.

I was honored to be among such a

fine group of people.”

Rodney Nelson ’89,
President, Heritage Christian
Academy

when a Wheaton 
education is free

On Thursday, February 9, the campus
community celebrated its annual Tuition
Freedom Day.The date marks 2/3 of the
way through the school year and
symbolically conveys to students that—
from that day on, until the semester’s
end—their educations have been funded
by donors to the College, not by their
tuition payments.

Student tuition covers roughly only
2/3 of the cost of a Wheaton education.
The remaining 1/3 is met through the
generosity of alumni, parents, and other
friends—that’s approximately $10,000 for
every Wheaton student.

On this special day 600 students 
wrote thank-you notes, and a student-
produced video was e-broadcast to 
the campus. Enjoy viewing it at
http://www.wheaton.edu/media/adv/Freedom2.swf

ALUMNIc o n n e c t i o n s Interested in helping Wheaton graduates transition to

the workplace? The Wheaton Career Consultant

Network includes alumni, parents, and friends of the

College who advise Wheaton students and alumni

about their career fields via phone, email, or in 

person. Contact Career Services at 630.752.5048.
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classroom connections 
faculty lectures 2007
Dr. Roger Lundin ’71
The Road to Emmaus: Modern Literature and 
the Spiritual Journey
2/23 Boca Raton, FL Bob ’73 and Ruth (Fischer) Tennies ’74

2/24 Ft. Myers, FL Marian (Keating) Davey ’59      

Dr. Jill Lederhouse ’75
Why Christians Should Remain Invested in Public Education
3/10 Seattle, WA Wheaton Club of Western Washington, 

Beverly (Osgood) Reil ’71  

3/11 Portland, OR Doug Goebel ’90

Dr. John Walford
An Art Historian’s Sideways Glance at Art History
3/25 St. Louis, MO Larry Absheer ’73

Dr. Mark Amstutz
The Important Role of Forgiveness in Personal and 
Political Life
3/30 Philadelphia, PA      Matt Edmond ’01

3/31 Washington, DC Eric Lundberg ’94, Al Gombis ’90

Dr. Amy Black
Moving Beyond Left and Right:  Christians and Politics
3/30 San Francisco, CA David Terry ’96

3/31 San Jose, CA Steve Diddams ’81

Dr. P.J. Hill
Why Capitalism Works:  A Theological Perspective
3/31 Minneapolis, MN Kirstin (Skytte) Lindquist ’87

CLUBS

Dr. Dan Block
Called to Lead: A Fresh Look at Psalm 23
4/13 Colorado Springs, CO Bruce ’81 and Lynn (Dixon) Sidebotham ’81

4/14 Denver, CO Helen (Clark) Overmyer ’87

Dr. John Walford
An Art Historian’s Sideways Glance at Art History
4/13 Tucson, AZ Meagan (Stuart) Gillan ’75

4/14 Phoenix, AZ Marc Boatwright ’87

Dr. Jay Wood
Be Prepared to Defend the Hope That Is in You
4/14 Grand Rapids, MI Shayne Underwood (parent)

Dr. Jerry Root
C. S. Lewis and the Hungering Heart
4/20 New York, NY David Fuller ’61

4/21 Wyckoff, NJ Christine (Stanley) Becker ’88

C. S. Lewis’ Big Idea
4/21 Boston, MA Annie Messing ’03

Dr. Bill Struthers
Neuroscience and the Search for Imago Dei
4/27 Dallas, TX     John Biedebach ’89

4/28 Bryan/

College Station, TX     Debbie (Garver) Peterson ’93

4/28 Houston, TX Carla (Kunkel) Kay ’61

Dr. Gary Burge
Jesus as Middle Eastern Story-Teller and Theologian
6/1 Los Angeles, CA Elizabeth Bawden ’97

6/2 Orange County, CA Anne (Sherman) Mooney ’80

6/2 Santa Barbara, CA Walter Hansen ’68

w h e a t o n

Experience a Wheaton connection without traveling far from home  This spring, some of Wheaton’s
faculty are traveling to major metropolitan areas to give lectures in their areas of expertise.
Enjoy the challenging give-and-take that marks a Wheaton education, connect with fellow alumni
and friends in your area, and hear what is happening on campus. Although Wheaton 
is a distance away, we hope to see you in the next best place: your local Wheaton Club!
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alumni news

WHEN John Shenk ’54 looks at a gas pump, he

has more than soaring fuel prices on his mind. He’s

thinking about the gas station’s accessibility to the

disabled. 

Retired for eight years and wheelchair-bound

himself, John uses his free time to make his

hometown of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, more ser-

viceable for people with disabilities. And when

his wife, Ruth Nichols Shenk ’58, suggested hold-

ing an event for people to donate the medical

equipment collecting dust in their basements, he

was quick to organize it.

John worked for six months soliciting donations

with his organization, Accessible Communities

Today. By May 20, 2006, they had collected hun-

dreds of items worth an estimated $50,000, and

then opened their doors to distribute the equip-

ment to those in need—for free.

The group gave away hospital beds, powered tri-

cycles, wheelchairs, crutches, and more. One

motorized chair (valued at about $12,000 when

new) had hardly been used.

“People would walk up to me and ask, ‘Are these

things really free?’ Even though we advertised

them for free, they didn’t quite believe it,” John

explains.

Ultimately, the impact of his equipment giveaway

would extend far beyond the borders of Lebanon

County. When registered nurse Linda Kless heard

about it, she jumped in her pickup truck and drove

down, procuring walkers, canes, and crutches,

which she is now sending to a hospital in the

Philippines. And John donated leftover equip-

ment to a doctor whose family is starting an

orphanage in Egypt.

John, 74, has come a long way since his days at

Wheaton College, where he was editor-in-chief

for the award-winning 1953 Tower. After gradua-

tion, he flew Sky Raiders and Banshee jets for the

Navy for four years, and in 1962 he graduated

from Evangelical Theological Seminary (Fla.) and

began a 36-year career as a pastor. 

Confined to a wheelchair or crutches since 1971

John Shenk ’54 

People with disabilities

take advantage of the

medical equipment

giveaway organized by

John Shenk ’54.

Find out why 

scores of disabled

people are 

benefiting from 

free medical 

equipment.

Wheels 
of Fortune PRO

FIL
E

because of a spinal cord tumor, John says being

disabled gives him a wide-ranging perspective.

“I’ve gone all the way from being qualified to

serve as a Navy pilot to being disabled and con-

fined to a wheelchair, so I’ve experienced all qual-

ities of life physically,” he says. 

He adds that the equipment giveaway was doubly

special because disabled people organized it, and

it resurrected items that weren’t being used. “To

me, this was the ultimate in recycling,” explains

John, who adds, “I also personally liked the fact

that people with disabilities were doing some-

thing for people with disabilities, instead of just

griping and expecting things to be done for them.”  

Rather than demanding his rights, John sees his

involvement as a service. “I think Christians need to

be involved in the world in which they live,” he

emphasizes. “There are things we need to do be-

sides watching and waiting for the bus to heaven.”  

For John, a member of the Lebanon County Transit

Board, getting involved will continue to mean

focusing on making the buses that serve the dis-

abled more affordable. And he’s still working on

those gas pumps, too.

by Ben Shivers ’08
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aTime to Heal
In spite of a tragic loss, one 

alumnus goes on to a distinguished

career of service.

Rear Admiral R. Timothy Ziemer ’68 
(near right) discusses medical treatments for
patients in Senegal.

PRO
FIL

E

later promoted to Rear Admiral of the Mid-

Atlantic Fleet.  He adds that he enjoyed the

opportunity to lead and influence men and

women from across America, “all in the service of

our country.”

Less than two years after his retirement in 2001,

Tim received a call from the chair of the board of

World Relief, Clyde Taylor ’59, offering him a posi-

tion as the organization’s executive director of

programs.  Although initially uncertain about his

qualifications, Tim eventually accepted and spent

the next several years traveling to some of the

poorest areas he had ever seen.

“What I thought was wonderful was the way

World Relief worked through national churches in

each country,” says Tim. “Having grown up on the

mission field, I saw firsthand the role and impact

of the church.” He notes that when his father was

killed and his mother left Vietnam, there were

90,000 believers in their area, and today there are

400,000. “It’s because the church was equipped

with literature and was able to serve the poor in

the community,” he explains.

Last June Tim was appointed head of the

President’s USAID Malaria Initiative, a program

that targets 15 African nations heavily affected by

the disease. Because 300-400 million people are

infected with malaria each year, and more than 1

million die from it, the initiative provides preven-

tative insecticides as well as medical treatment.  

Reflecting on his work of the past six years, Tim

says he is most moved and encouraged by some

of the poorest people in the world—a mother

who smiles while her child is being fed, a woman

with a five dollar loan who is able to set up her

business, a  Rwandan dying of AIDS expressing

thanks that an American could come and pray for

her.  Says Tim, “When you roll up your sleeves

and work in environments that are almost hope-

less, it’s then that you see hope in people’s lives.”

by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

GROWING up in Asia as the son of mis-

sionaries, retired Rear Admiral R. Timothy Ziemer

’68 never imagined that the chapters of his life

story would unfold with all of the suspense and

heroism of an epic war film or a Hemingway novel.

But his narrative took its first dramatic turn while

he was completing his studies at Wheaton, when,

at the height of the Vietnam War, he learned that

his father had been murdered and his mother cap-

tured by North Vietnamese soldiers while serving

on their mission station. 

Unbeknownst to Tim, a military tenure of more

than three decades was soon to follow. “A lot of

people asked me if I went to war for retribution,”

he says, clarifying that although his father’s death

was not a decisive factor, it was a galvanizing one.

After being drafted by the Navy, he flew 550 com-

bat missions as a helicopter pilot and earned the

Vietnamese Gallantry Cross with bronze star for

his bravery and valor.

“The military allowed me to fly and participate in

some very challenging assignments,” explains Tim,

W H E A T O N 4 5

51480_31-55  4/6/07  1:37 PM  Page 45



alumni news

WHEN Hamrajee Molly Maraj ’88

stepped off the plane to begin her educa-

tion at Wheaton College, it was a dream

come true. She didn’t yet know the chal-

lenges she would face—the culture

shock, the loneliness of being a minority,

the financial difficulties—but she vowed

to keep her goal in sight: a college degree. 

“Growing up in poverty, the only way out

was an education,” explains Molly, who

was raised in a poor Hindu family on the

island nation of Trinidad. Although cultur-

ally she was simply expected to marry

young and have children, today she is the

general manager of the only venture capi-

tal company in the Caribbean, and is pur-

suing her M.B.A. en route to becoming a

professional management accountant.

Yet Molly remembers a time when she

could hardly imagine going to high school,

let alone college. Even when she was

awarded a scholarship to the top girls high

school in the country, she did not have the

support of her father, a violent alcoholic

(who would later become a Christian). In

God’s plan, Molly attended the school with

the help of one of her primary-school

4 8 S P R I N G 2 0 0 7
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teachers, who enrolled her and helped

with the tuition. 

After graduation, Molly worked for four

years to save enough for her first 

year of expenses at Wheaton College.

Nevertheless, because financial pres-

sures were a constant struggle, Molly

says, “I left every semester not knowing if

I was coming back.” Junior year, when

she learned the devastating news that her

father had died, she went home to Trinidad

for the funeral with a heavy heart, fearing

that her lingering debt would prevent her

from returning to complete her degree. 

“It was a long and painful couple of

months,” recalls Molly. “And then I

received the amazing news that the stu-

dent body had raised enough funds to

clear the arrears, pay for my final year, buy

me a ticket, and put some money in a bank

account for me.” 

She remains grateful for the Lord’s provi-

sion, as well as the encouragement of her

professors, especially Drs. Donald Lake

’59, M.A. ’60 and Norm Ewert, and the gen-

erosity of her fellow students. “God

rewarded my faith and trust in Him by

putting these people in my life,” she says. 

Because of her own experience, Molly

hopes to make education more accessible

to others through communication and

assistance. “In my case, finances were a

problem. In some cases, the problems

may be lack of opportunity or just plain

ignorance,” she notes. Molly adds that

she would like to help deserving students

attend Wheaton and toward that end she

is establishing two separate scholarships:

one at her high school, and one at her pri-

mary school.

“Life is about learning to trust the Lord and

how much courage it takes,” says Molly.

“That’s what I want to instill in people.”

by Donna Antoniuk

Get in touch with Molly at

mhmaraj@hotmail.com.
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In the Father’s Business

our talents and personalities.” The second,

Hawksflight & Associates (whose name is

inspired by Blake’s lifelong love of flying), is a

small publishing company that helps authors

self-publish and assists other publishers with

sales.

But even as his own ventures were taking off,

Blake felt led to go on a mission trip to Latvia. “I

needed to remember during that season why God

has set me up in this life and why He is still the

creator of my plans and ruler of my life,” Blake

clarifies.

During his stay, Blake helped run an evangelistic

basketball tournament, handing out more than

2,000 metal cross necklaces. He also befriended

the Latvian pastor, a man he describes as a “role

model who loves Jesus with every ounce of his

heart and life.” Five years later, Blake still keeps

in touch with the pastor and wears his metal

cross as a reminder, he says, of who owns his

heart and gives him purpose.

In addition to contributing to their local church

and a number of overseas ministries, Blake and

Jami Lyn plan to help support eligible students

who could otherwise not afford to attend

Wheaton College. Their prayer for their own

children (Rylee, 7, and Nathan, 3) is the same as

their prayer for every Wheaton graduate—that

they put their love for Christ first and maximize

the gifts God has given them.

“If God is calling you to business, great,” says

Blake, who has found a way to also fulfill his

desires for ministry. “My heart has moved

toward active ministry in peoples’ lives for the

sake of knowing Jesus and living for Him,” he

explains. “My business is simply a conduit for

that ministry to multiply.”

by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni

Blake ’93 and Jami

Lyn Cox Weber ’93

with son, Nathan,

and daughter,

Rylee.PRO
FIL

E
THOUSANDS of feet above the ground,

it’s easy for Blake Weber ’93 to feel as though

the sky is the limit for his dreams. When he

began taking flying lessons the summer after his

freshman year at Wheaton, Blake never would

have imagined that he’d soon be piloting his own

single-engine aircraft. Since receiving his

license in 1998, he has logged more than 600

hours in the cockpit, and within five years hopes

to have enough experience to qualify for mis-

sionary aviation.

Son of pastor and author Dr. Stu Weber ’67,

Blake has always had a heart for ministry. But

his equally strong interest in business used to

make him wonder which of these avenues the

Lord wanted him to pursue.

“Peace came in an answer that had more to do

with my heart than with where my desk was

located,” he says, noting that he took a sales job

with Multnomah Publishers, a Christian publish-

ing house responsible for such books as the

bestselling title, The Prayer of Jabez. In fact, it

was the chart-topping success of Jabez (which

Blake remembers, “became the best selling book

on the planet Earth for about nine months”) that

brought Blake and his wife, Jami Lyn Cox Weber

’93 the unexpected resources to begin two busi-

nesses of their own after leaving Multnomah.

The first, a real estate development business, is

one Blake says, “God orchestrated to perfectly fit

Successful entrepreneur

Blake Weber ’93 combines two

passions into one.

W H E A T O N 5 3
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Mr. Keith Call, assistant archivist,
Archives & Special Collections
Images of America: Wheaton 

(Arcadia Publishing, 2006)
A pictorial guide to the historical
landmarks, artifacts, people,
and happenings in Wheaton, Illinois.

Correction: In the winter 2007 issue, we included the book, A Broken Beauty, which was 
edited by Theodore L. Prescott.The work of Wheaton Professor of Art Joel Sheesley is featured
in the book, but he is not the editor, as was implied.

Dr. John Walton, professor of biblical 
and theological studies
Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the

Old Testament

(Baker Academic, 2006)
A survey of the interface between the
ancient Near East and Israel, addressing
some of the major worldviews and value
systems found in these regions in
conjunction with biblical perspectives.

Dr. Daniel Treier, associate professor 
of biblical and theological studies
Virtue and the Voice of God

(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2006)
A critical analysis of the nature of
theology, theological education, and the
interpretation of Scripture to promote 
an understanding of wisdom.

Rev. Rick Richardson, associate professor 
of evangelism
Reimagining Evangelism

(InterVarsity Press, 2006)
A resource that interprets the 
process of evangelism as inviting friends
on a spiritual journey.

Dr. A. Scott Moreau, chair of intercultural
studies, and Dr. Gene Green, professor of
biblical and theological studies
The Portable Seminary, David Horton, ed.
(Bethany House Publishers, 2006)
An introduction to a biblical studies
degree that includes the teachings of
respected authors, professors, and leaders,
including professors emeriti Walter Elwell
’59, M.A. ’61 and Mark Noll ’68.

Recommended Reading from

Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of the more recent books.

WHEATONa u t h o r s
This Side of Heaven

(Oxford University Press, 2007)

Chair of sociology and anthropology

Dr. Alvaro Nieves co-edits this col-

lection of essays that evaluates the

ways in which Christian communi-

ties, practices, and discourses have

been influenced by racial ideolo-

gies. Wheaton colleagues Drs.

Vincent Bacote, Brian Howell, Steve

Kang, Derek McNeil, Carlos Pozzi,

and Kersten Bayt Priest also con-

tribute interdisciplinary insights to

this volume, which addresses issues

such as the history of Christian

churches and leaders in relation to

slavery, segregation, and apartheid;

the biblical texts and doctrines that

have historically been applied and

are relevant to the racial and ethnic

crises of our day; the ways in which

religious leaders have constructive-

ly engaged such crises; and others.

Order This Side of Heaven and any

other faculty books from the

Wheaton College Bookstore: on the

Web, www.wheatonbooks.com; by

phone, (630) 752-5119; or by writing,

Wheaton College Bookstore, 501

College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Roger Lundin, Blanchard Chair 
of English
There Before Us

(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2007)
An exploration of faith in the lives of
several American writers—Emerson, Eliot,
Thoreau,Twain, Melville, Marx and others.
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Church-Planted

In an age of church shopping and hopping, find out what keeps one alumna steadfast. 

H

by Carolyn Abbott Nystrom ’62, M.A.’02

WHEATONp u b l i s h e d  a l u m n i

ow was I to know? There I sat,
skirt askew, on the back steps, my new
husband comfortably at my side as an
old lady plunked out hymns on an
upright piano, a young rebel-type
preacher read Scripture then preached—
then sat down and asked what we
thought about it.And we, in our first
year of marriage and our last year 
of college, sat on the top basement step
ready to join in if it looked like fun, or
leave if the music got bad, or the sermon
got boring, or some nosy older person
asked too many questions.

How was I to know that this church,
gathered in the basement of 315 East
Union Street, would be my church for
more than 40 years? Five locations, two
church names, four pastors and more
than 2,000 Sunday services later,
I am still part of this church. More
importantly, the church is part of me—it
has shaped who I am and what I have
become as I grew past that college girl
ready to take flight out the back door 
of Christianity.

In an era when many evangelicals
vacillate between “church shopping” and
“The Church of Me-God-and-the-
Prairie-Path,” why this rut of returning

Sunday after Sunday? I’m sure there are
good reasons for departing one church
and going to another, and I have to
admit, I’ve come close a couple of times.
But separating from a living spiritual
organism so valuable that the Apostle
Paul described it as a single “body” with
Christ as its head is a tearing experience
that leaves open wounds on both sides,
and thus far I have opted for
reconciliation instead.

This kind of stubborn tenacity has its
benefits.Working through disputes has
buffed off some of my rough edges; I
have learned the beauty of compromise.
This church has celebrated two family
weddings, resourced a career, and
comforted me through one family
funeral—way too soon. I am wiser,
stronger, sometimes sadder, and (because
I have been wrong many times) a little
more humble now.

But in the big picture, I’m not sure
that “benefit” is a relevant word. It
assumes that I am a consumer in the
game of give and get, with the goal to at
least come out even in this transaction
called church.Yet with Paul’s image 
of the church as a single body, the only
true benefit is corporate. Is the whole
church more spiritually healthy because
of my presence? Is the head (Christ)
glorified because of my small part 
in this particular body? Ah, I might have
to stay a few more decades to live 
that out.

W H E A T O N 5 7

Carolyn Abbott Nystrom ’62, M.A. ’02 is an elder at Immanuel

Presbyterian Church of Warrenville, Illinois. She has written more

than 80 books and Bible study guides for children and adults. Recent

releases are Is the Reformation Over? (Baker, 2005) coauthored with

Mark A. Noll ’68, and Praying: Finding our Way from Duty to Delight

(InterVarsity Press, 2006) coauthored with J. I. Packer.

Why would anybody 

stay in the same church for

more than 40 years?
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nose as I sprayed out two dented
buckets and drizzled soap in the
bottom. I handed her a rag and 
a bucket only half-filled with water 
so she could carry it.

I roped the three cows to a bar over
their feeding trough as they crowded
over the dusty timothy grass and clover
baled in the summer.Their forthright
intentions comforted me.

I positioned my stool close to
Hannah.“This one’s yours,” I said to
Mattie. I hauled a bale of straw under
Willa and sat at an uncomfortable
angle to scrub the teats. Mattie patted
the udder and teats with her rag.

“They’re not going to drop off,” I
said.“Clean them right.”

Mattie informed me that women
never milked cows in her schoolbooks.
The cow kicked as I tugged the teat
too hard. I became clumsy in a routine
no one had watched since I was a
child. Even when my father stood over
me to see if I followed his instructions,
I milked more confidently. Cows
sensed incompetence. Children were
no different. . . .

and I regretted it.
Mattie clomped down the stairs

wearing her snow boots. She took her
coat from me but ignored her scarf.
“You look old enough to dress yourself,”
I said, as I coiled the scarf around her
neck and face.

“I am,” she said, tucking the scarf
under her chin and following me into
the yard.Tiny snowdrifts gathered as she
scooted her feet through them. She
trailed to my right, scraping fresh tracks
of snow.

“Pick up your feet,” I said. She dug
her trenches deeper through the snow. I
ignored her rather than saying it again. I
did not know how to make her obey; I
only hoped she would.

The barn gave the impression of
warmth with the soft shuffle of cows
and the sudden cessation of wind.Work
would warm us, even as snowflakes
sputtered through cracks between the
limestone blocks that supported the
barn. Someone had knife-etched “1871”
into one of the blocks, as if he knew the
date would matter eventually.

Mattie shifted the scarf to cover her

After two weeks I had hardly taught
Mattie my basic morning routine. Her
complaints filled my accustomed
silence of solitary chores.

“It’s too hard.”
“It’s too heavy.”
“It takes too long.”
It was shameful the way the child

skittered around work and cold.
The cuckoo sprung from the clock

six times, and Mattie ran back to 
the spare room for a second pair of
socks after walking on the cold
linoleum. I missed the wood floors
covered with rag rugs.After visiting
Zela the week Mattie was born, I
ordered the same pattern from Sears
and Roebuck and laid it myself. It was
my one extravagance on the house,

WHEATONr e a d i n g s

by Nicole Mazzarella, Visiting Assistant Professor of English

When All Is Quiet

Awarded the “Best Fiction Book of the Year” in 2006 by Christianity Today, This Heavy Silence

is Nicole Mazzarella’s first novel. The book evokes the hardships and beauty of 

life in the rural Midwest, while exploring themes of bitterness, debt, love, and grace. 

Following

is an

excerpt

from the

book,

commended

by the

Chicago

Sun Times

as “a great

read.”
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S in the summer when the rain stopped.
I nearly avoided the thought of God
in those seasons. But harvest terrified
me. I knew by September what my
crops could yield, and only then did
my fears surface. I never prayed for
God’s help in what I could do myself,
but occasionally my prayers joined
with others in the valley for the
weather. For a moment, these prayers
drifted no farther than the puff of cold
air that trailed from my mouth as I
prayed,“Don’t let it snow.” The
heaviness of the silence that followed
the prayers felt as immense as God.
I couldn’t say what I expected to hear.
But the silence settled on me like 
an accusation, and in those moments 
I believed there was a God.

eptember was a time of gathering
up, bringing things indoors.The garden
now sat in jars in neat rows on shelves
in the basement. Mattie and I spent
every evening boiling Mason jars and
filling them with anything we had not
already canned in August.We sliced
apples and dropped them slippery as
minnows into the jars. Cucumbers
soaked in vinegar.Tomatoes stewed.
The house smelled of Sunday dinners
every evening, and the farm smelled of
harvest. Stanley and I checked and
rechecked engines and belts.We
prepared the grain bins.We bided our
time until the corn harvest.

This season tempted me to pray.
Other farmers prayed in the spring
when the rain continued too long or

W H E A T O N 5 9

Nicole Mazarella holds her M.F.A. in creative

writing from Old Dominion University. She

has taught creative writing at Wheaton for

five years and is the co-advisor for Kodon,

the student literary magazine. This Heavy

Silence, published by Paraclete Press, also

received the “Christy Award” for First Novel,

and was named one of the best books of

2005 by The Library Journal. Nicole and her

husband, Chris Psy.D. ’06, are expecting

their second child in June.
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to pursue truth, while recognizing the
inherent biases, limitations, wounds, and
pathologies of the human condition.
Redemption must triumph over idiocy.
Truth crushed to the ground must rise
again. Good must prevail over evil, as 
Dr. Roger Depue (a Christian and former
organizational leader of the FBI’s leg-
endary Behavioral Science Unit) concludes
in his recent book, Between Good and Evil,
after decades of confronting the most
horrendous evils among humankind.

At Wheaton, the legacy of Drs.Art
Holmes, Merrill C.Tenney HON, Sam
Schultz HON, Zondra Lindblade ’55,
Norman Ewert, Donald Lake ’59, M.A.
’60, and many others, has created an
intergenerational tapestry of truth where
the integration of faith and learning can
extend Christ’s kingdom to the problems
of urban schools, crime, missions,
inequalities, and churches.

Truth always matters at Wheaton
College.

Dr. Henry Lee Allen’77 teaches courses on the
sociology of education, criminology, and urban
sociology. He has consulted with the National
Education Association, the FBI Academy, the
American Bible Society, the National
Organization of Black Law Enforcement
Executives, the Federal Correctional Facility in
Pekin (Ill.), the Kettering Foundation, and 
the Aspen Institute. Dr.Allen has published
many scholarly articles about the sociology of
higher education and faith and learning.

a riper time for Christians to pursue
knowledge and truth than in this age of
confusion.Talk shows promulgate
specious ideas without sanctions. Other
media outlets regress to levels of simplicity
that often border on stupidity. Prophetic
voices are muted by vacuous sound bites
and petty sensationalism throughout
popular culture. Like an epidemic of

obesity for the mind caused by the junk
food of ideas, we languish in confusion as
great visions and ideals atrophy under the
oppression of relativism or the utter
foolishness of dogmatism.The Columbia
University historian, Jacques Barzun, has
suggested in a recent monograph that our
civilization has moved toward moral
decadence. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
warned us generations ago about living in
an age of guided missiles and misguided
human beings.

Into this conceptual chaos, the students
of  Wheaton College must be educated

ruth matters—now more than ever.
In recent years, I have watched the
pursuit of truth wane in popular focus as
well as intellectual discourse.A
generation ago, Dr.Arthur Holmes ’50,
M.A. ’52, encouraged graduates of
Wheaton College to scrutinize carefully
the truth in all realms of intellectual
inquiry.Truth must emerge from biblical

revelation in concert with the evidence
God has proclaimed in His created order.
Theory and evidence are married
together, creating a symphony of insights
that are relevant on and off campus.

I contend that the neglect of truth is
potentially catastrophic for world
civilizations, for truth is the gravity that
draws human beings to the holiness of
our Lord.Truth matters even more in a
diverse, complex, and violent world for
individuals and social systems alike.

Our Lord stated that possessing the
truth makes us free.There has never been

by Dr. Henry L. Allen ’77, Professor of Sociology

Veritas

Has the pursuit of truth become irrelevant in the 21st century?

WHEATONf a c u l t y  v o i c e
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A was Wheaton’s reputation for generating
leaders that caught her eye as she was
considering colleges.

“Wheaton produces world-changers. . . .
That was powerful to me,” says Kristin.

“People from Wheaton College are
having an influence for Christ’s kingdom,
and I pray that in some small way, I’ll be
able to do the same thing.”

challenging fields,” she says.
Seldom idle, Kristin has enjoyed

playing varsity basketball, leading a
Discipleship Small Group, and acting as
the business manager for the Wheaton
College Republicans. But it was a
Student Missionary Project trip to China
that left the most indelible impression.

“I grew up hearing my grandmother’s
stories about how dark that country was,
with so many unreached people,” recalls
Kristin, whose great-grandparents were
missionaries to the country and whose
grandmother was born there.

During the trip, she completed a one-
month cultural exchange program,
learning Mandarin and meeting full-time
ministry workers. Later she taught
children’s camps to rural people who did
not have a Bible translation in their
language.

“I know God’s heart is for the world
and proclaiming His Word to the nations,
but on this trip I got to really see and
know what that means,” Kristin says,
adding that she will never forget the joy
on those children’s faces.

After graduation, she is considering
returning to Southeast Asia for further
missions work; moving to Washington,
D.C., to join a think tank discussing
bioethics issues; or applying to graduate
schools to teach at the college level.

If there is one thread of continuity
woven through her diverse interests, it is
Kristin’s desire to effect change. In fact, it

t a recent Passion conference in
Atlanta,Wheaton student Kristin Darr ’07
and 24,000 other young adults prayed 
for God to raise up leaders in their
generation. It would come as no surprise
if Kristin herself becomes one of them.

A double major in political and applied
health sciences, Kristin admits the
challenge for now is finding focus.“Wise
family members and friends advised me
to study what I enjoy, rather than choose
a major to prepare for a specific career,”
she says. Having served as an intern for
Congressman John Linder during high
school, Kristin came to Wheaton with a
strong interest in politics, fanned by a
course in American politics and
government with Dr.Amy Black.

And because she’s also interested in the
complexities of the human body, she feels
she has found her niche in bioethics and
public policy.“It has been so exciting to
combine a love of science and politics,”
says Kristin, noting the need for a
Christian perspective on controversies
such as stem cell research, cloning,
artificial reproductive technologies, and
end-of-life issues.

Serving as a teacher’s assistant for
physiology professor Dr. David Ianuzzo
also raised her awareness of the need for
Christians in higher education.“It has
been an encouragement to see such an
accomplished man pour his time and
effort into preparing students to use their
intellect and skills to serve the Lord in

WHEATONs t u d e n t  p r o f i l e
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by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

Follow the Leader

From Congress to China, Kristin Darr ’07 is hoping to make a mark. 
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What Happens to Us

Why take a short-term missions trip? Dr. Brian Howell, associate professor of anthropology,

explores the answer to this question and more. 

6 2 S P R I N G 2 0 0 7

Dr. Brian Howell, associate professor of
anthropology at Wheaton since 2001, has
been exploring some of these issues. But
before beginning to write about them, he
decided to take such a trip himself.

In the summer of 2005, Brian, his wife,
Marissa Sabio, and their three children
spent eight weeks in the Dominican
Republic with the mission organization
Kids Alive International, thanks to
funding from the Alumni Association’s
Timothy R. Phillips Endowed
Scholarship.With programs in 12
countries around the world, Kids Alive
strives to address the problems of at-risk
children who have been orphaned,
abandoned, or victimized by war, poverty,

among other things—get a taste of
another culture, gain a broader perspective
of the world, and consider missions as a
lifelong calling. People respond to these
invitations in droves; it is estimated that
more than 1.6 million of us go on short-
term mission trips every year.

But what happens to those who are
involved—both to the ones who raise
funds, pack their duffels, and travel—and
to the people who welcome them into
their communities? Are the travelers’
perspectives truly altered? Is lasting good
done in the receiving community? What
does the phenomenon of short-term
missions say about the church and how
we see the world?  

You may have gone on one. Perhaps, as
you have gotten older, you have even led
one.

For Protestant Christians, short-term
mission trips have become conventional
for church youth groups. On their
websites, missions organizations encourage
people to volunteer so that they may—

“If God speaks to us at all other than

through such official channels as 

the Bible and the church, then I think

that he speaks to us largely through

what happens to us.”

Frederick Buechner, Now and Then

Brian Howell, his wife, 

Marisa Sabio, and their three

children.

Students from the Kids Alive

program.

Marisa Sabio with fellow

teachers.

One of the local children in

Jarabacoa.

WHEATONi n  t h e  w o r l d

by Jennifer Grant ’89
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or disease. Its residential facilities, schools,
and programs are designed to help care
for children until they can be placed with
a functional family in their community
or are able to live independently.

Brian and his family stayed in
Jarabacoa, a small city in the mountains,
known as “the land of eternal
springtime.” Both Brian and Marissa had
lived overseas in less-developed nations
before volunteering with Kids Alive, but
this trip was different.This time, they had
their three children—then ages 2, 5, and
9—along for the experience.The
children had to contend not only with a
new environment, culture, and people,
but also with the fact that they spent
much more time apart from their parents.

Brian and Marissa were co-directors of
the mission’s summer program.Their
workday began at eight in the morning
and ended after six in the evening.
While Brian taught fourth grade in the
mornings and did administrative work 
in the afternoons, Marissa’s responsibili-
ties included overseeing the North 
American interns, handling students’
disciplinary problems, and teaching
English.Their three children participated
in the Kids Alive programs with the local
children and spent time with other
missionary families.

“Changing cultural context is always
difficult,” Brian says.“Add to that the
element of your young children, a lot of
hard work, and the trials of living in a
developing country, and it is no surprise
that emotionally, our trip was difficult at
times.”

But he is quick to add that in midst of
both the frustrations and the joys, God
clearly showed His ability to care for and
love His children.

One morning Brian woke up
completely exhausted and overwhelmed,
only to discover that his son needed to
stay home.“That gave me a day to be
home with my son,” he says.“Looking
back, it was the break I needed.”

Brian’s research on short-term mission
trips continues. In 2006 he accompanied
a high school missions group to the same
ministry in Jarabacoa in order to
understand the experience through the
eyes of a more typical short-term team,
and stays in touch with former volunteers
to learn how they have interpreted their
experiences. He is also studying Wheaton
students’ narratives of short-term mission
expectations.

As he gathers and processes his
observations, Brian notes that sometimes
short-term missionaries mistakenly
patronize the people in the receiving

community. “You hear the usual
comments . . . that the people are ‘so
poor but so happy,’” he elaborates.Yet
while it may be true that some
materially poor people appreciate life’s
blessings more easily than those with
much greater means, Brian suggests that
these comments can be misguided.
Moreover, because an understanding of
the receiving culture is often lacking,
some short-term teams have little
interaction with church leaders or
fellow adults, and instead spend most of
their time with other Americans or
with very young children in the local
community.

“That can further reinforce an idea
that the developing country is like a child
who needs to be cared for . . . by a
materially rich country like America,”
says Brian, adding that short-term
missionaries need to be sensitive to the
cultural context in which they are
serving. Knowing the language, history,
and customs of a locale can be a
precursor to developing strong
friendships.

“Real friends give and receive, listen,
and really know each other,” he
emphasizes.And making a true friend,
Brian says, should be a short-term
missionary’s goal.
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only persons are capable of apprehending
His truth, the point seems inescapable:
Truth pertains to persons. Stones, or fish,
or cyclones know nothing about truth.
Only persons care about truth.Thus
truth, it would seem, is unavoidably
“personal.”

Yet when Jesus states,“I am the truth,”
we should also note that He is speaking
precisely as the great Logos, the Word, the
ultimate expression of God to the 
cosmos.“No one has seen God at any
time,” says John;“the only begotten God
who is in the bosom of the Father, he
has explained him” (John 1:18).The verb
explained here is the Greek exegeomai,
from which we derive our term
“exegesis.” The verb means to recount,
to unfold, to declare.

Jesus is the exact “representation”
(eikon, “likeness, image”) of the invisible
God, says the Apostle Paul (Col. 1:15). In
Him dwells all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9). Everything
Christ embodies or does or says is in
exquisite accord, absolute oneness or
“consonance” with the Father (John
10:30). Jesus is the perfect expression of
God in and to the world.

Christians ought not think of truth,

then, as a set of cognitive propositions or
ideal Platonic forms, living out their
abstract, impersonal existence in isolation
from and without need of God.Truth
has no independent existence whatsoev-
er.Truth is utterly contingent upon the
personal God of the universe.All truth is
sourced in Him, and it receives its
ultimate expression in the person of His
Son, Jesus Christ.

But if this be so, then the idea that
Jesus is the truth should not be set over
against an understanding of truth as a
feature of expressions; it is in fact the
ultimate instance of this very thing.“In
many and various ways God spoke of
old to our fathers by the prophets; but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son” (Heb. 1:1-2). Everything about
Jesus and His teaching perfectly expresses
God to the world. He Himself is the
very Word of God.

So, should Christians think of truth as
“personal” or “propositional”?  Let us
refuse the misleading choice inherent in
the question. For Christians, and for
communities of learning such as
Wheaton College, truth is both personal
and conceptual, as epitomized in God’s
Son incarnate, Jesus Christ.

There are few issues more pertinent
to Christian higher education than the
concept of truth. But here’s the rub:
How should Christians think about
truth? Is truth “personal” or
“propositional”? 

In his encyclical Fides Et Ratio, John
Paul II defined truth as the “consonance
between intellect and objective reality,”
thereby seeming to embrace a propo-
sitional definition.Yet theologian Alister
McGrath argues that “it is a travesty 
of the biblical idea of ‘truth’ to equate 
it with the Enlightenment notion 
of conceptual or propositional corre-
spondence.” Says McGrath,“The
statements of John’s gospel must be 
taken with the utmost seriousness:
Jesus does not merely show us the truth,
or tell us the truth; he is the truth—and
any concept of ‘truth’ which is unable 
to comprehend the fact that truth is
personal is to be treated with intense
suspicion.”

So which is it? John Paul’s notion 
of consonance between expression and
reality, or McGrath’s concern for the
personal?  

On the one hand, since the God who
is the author of truth is a Person, and

Truth is utterly contingent upon the 
personal God of the universe.”

“

Duane Litfin President

This is the eleventh in a series of President Litfin’s reflections on the nature of Christ-centered
higher education, and what this means for the mission and future of Wheaton College.
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He couldn’ t wait to thank you .
Every gift you give to the Wheaton Fund, no matter how small or large,
benefits Wheaton’s students, providing financial aid, and enhancing every
student’s educational, ministry, and athletic opportunities.

For nearly 150 years, alumni and friends have given year after year to
Wheaton College, helping generations of alumni who have gone on to
improve the church and society worldwide. 

To learn how you, too, can be part of preparing the hearts and minds of
Wheaton students, contact: 800.525.9906 or give online at:
www.wheaton.edu/giving

Did you get 
the message??
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Art of Collaboration

Margaret Park Smith ’98 and her husband,

Josh ’98, are the co-creators of Dovetail Shop &

Studio, a small ceramics business based in

Boulder, Colorado, dedicated to making high-

quality, handmade pottery ware.

The bowl (left) is from the poppy collection, one of

five collections the couple produces. 

Josh is responsible for the drawings, graphics, and

photography, and Margaret designs and creates

each piece, from mugs and tumblers to bowls and

platters. Each item features the Smiths’ signature

Dovetail logo as well as images inspired by

architecture, the environment, and nature.

“The name of our business reflects two different

things fitting tightly together, like a dovetail 

joint in woodworking,” explains Margaret. “Josh

and I are taking our talents and joining them

together, but our long-term vision is also to

dovetail with other organizations.” 

They began one such collaborative effort in March,

partnering with the organization Lifewater to

launch their Pump Project by offering a limited

edition series of mugs.

The sale of the mugs will contribute to 

the purchase and installation of a well for a

community lacking safe drinking water.

A sample 

from the poppy 

collection
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