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Letter from 
the Editor

Why are you reading this?
Marketing theories would say it’s because you’ll receive something you
need or want, and therefore our magazine (the “product”) should be
written for you (our “consumer”). If that is true, then, what do you need
or want that would bring you into these pages? 

We’ve asked this question in readership surveys, and you’ve told us that
you prefer, above all, stories about alumni.That’s good to know, because
we certainly print plenty of those.This preference also drives the
magazine’s mission: “to support the strengthening of relationships
between alumni and friends of Wheaton by presenting an interesting and
balanced profile of college and alumni life.”

Ranking second in your reading choices is class news, which isn’t
surprising—just look at the amount you send us.You like to keep up
with what your classmates are doing and—admit it—how they 
look in reunion photos. I review scores of college magazines, and few
have as much class news as Wheaton and seldom do they include 
reunion photos. One alumna wrote me a few years ago and seriously
recommended that the magazine print only class news and reunion
photos. Now that would make my job easier.

Other top favorites are stories about faculty and students, and their
accomplishments.And ranking close behind are reports on academic
events and programs.

Occasionally I receive a letter from someone asking me—sometimes
daring me—to take on some controversial societal, political, or religious
issue that is particularly important to that individual. But to do so
presents some problems, not the least of which is our need to adhere to
our editorial policy.Although at times we may choose to address such
events or issues insofar as they dominate college life or the lives of
alumni, the primary purpose of the magazine is not to be a forum for
controversial debate or discussion.

Wheaton College does not shy away from controversial issues—they
are tackled daily in the classroom, in public seminars on campus,
in the books and articles by our faculty—and even in the dining hall
over lunch. But not typically in Wheaton magazine, although it may
happen. Stay tuned.

Our readers are similar because of their connection to Wheaton,
but vastly different in many viewpoints and interests. So, how could this
magazine possibly provide something of value to more than 40,000
individuals and families strewn all over the globe?

Let me tell you about my grandchildren . . .

Georgia I. Douglass ‘70, 
M.A. ‘94

Editor
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classmates, summoning up memories 
long out of mind.And two other alums 
are actively sharing my commitment 
to the AIDS struggle in widely different
fields.Thank you.
Prudence Todd Moffett ’47
Masonic Home, KY

To Betty, with Thanks

The article you wrote on Betty Knoedler
’50 (Autumn 2005) caught my attention.
Betty helped me survive when I could
not have done so otherwise. She actually
volunteered to go into the war zones
with me—divorce court (the walking
morgue), surgery, the funeral of a child—
relentlessly encouraging me day after day
when I was in the trenches. She came
right along beside me as my friend,
confidant, and partner in Christ.

And I am only one of many she cared
for. She has achieved more in this life
than most could ever hope for. It was so
wonderful to see her honored by her
alma mater.
Patty Whitmer Kreuser ’76
Elk River, MN  

Student Acts of Service

I read with interest your stories on
Katrina relief in the recent issue.The
Katrina relief effort was not, however, the
“first-ever Thanksgiving break missions
trip.”The first occurred in 1977, when
the Student Government sent a group of
students to Toccoa Falls College, near
Stone Mountain, Georgia, that had been
flooded by a burst dam weeks before.

also holds a degree from Northwestern

College [MN]). Her mother’s health

worsens, but she has, Lynette says, great

strength of will. Lynette and her husband,

Nathan ’89, testify of the Lord’s strength,

peace, and provisions. And they continue

to minister to their beloved Albanian

friends, although they now live halfway

around the world in Minnesota. 

Articles for Everyone

The winter ’06 issue resonated with me
on so many levels.There were articles
about things I have done or places I have
been recently. It also included the
obituary for my husband, Paul Sherman
’70. Paul died of cancer, so the article on
the family struggling certainly hit home.
And there were articles on Africa and
Katrina. In the summer of 2004, Paul and
I were able to travel with our church to
Zambia for two weeks. It was a lifetime
highlight for both of us. My daughter
and I traveled to Bay St. Louis,
Mississippi, to do hurricane relief over
Thanksgiving week.When I retire from
teaching, I plan to do much more mis-
sions work. So, thanks for a magazine that
seemed designed with just me in mind.
Jill Sherman ’71
West Linn, OR.
I open this enjoyable issue of Wheaton’s
alumni magazine and learn that an
assistant professor has won a national prize
for her poetry, then note with pride that a
poet, who graduated only six years after I
did, is still bungee-jumping (You go, girl!).
I have to pause to grieve the loss of some

Coping with Cancer

The article “Facing the Valley” by Lynette
Hoppe M.A. ’89—with her “thoughts on
healing, pain and suffering, the power of
prayer, and God’s loving faithfulness to us
all”—was a real blessing to me.

For the past 13 months our son has
battled pancreatic cancer and I could so
identify with Lynette: tears at the thought
of leaving her children, pain as a leveler,
the grace of God through every high and
low, and the acceptance that healing of the
body may not happen at this time.

We’ve seen answers to prayer when the
Lord has chosen to lower fever, to open
drainage tubes, and to take away the fluid
buildup in the abdomen. But until now,
God has not chosen to heal our David,
and as Lynette writes,“We rest
contentedly in the will of God.”

Please pass on to her and her family that
we have been encouraged by her article
and are praying for her and her family.
Barbara Entz ’56
Omaha, NE.
I don’t know when I have ever been as
moved by an article in Wheaton as I was
by Lynette Hoppe’s article on her cancer.
I have been praying for her and her
family. Is there any news regarding her
condition?
Kathleen Beliveau ’91
Goffstown, NH

Editor’s note: Although Lynette is

experiencing greater pain and weakness,

she was pleased to be able to attend a

class reunion in February at one of her

alma maters, Moody Bible Institute (she
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way against the latest scourge seeking to
dominate the world—radical Islam.
Moderate Muslims are friends of freedom
in many countries, and help oppose the
radicals in their ranks who bring shame
to their religion and threaten the civilized
world. By liberating the Iraqi people from
Saddam’s oppression and forcing a
showdown with international terrorism
there, representative government is
gaining a foothold in the Middle East,
and the USA has thus far been spared
another major attack.
Bill Commons ’59
Harrisburg, PA

Correction:  We are pleased to add two

names to our list of alumni who are

college and seminary presidents: In April

2003, Jeffrey Jack Seume ’76 became

president of Tyndale Theological Seminary

in Badhoevedorp (a suburb of

Amsterdam), The Netherlands. 

Olin Joynton ’72 is president of Alpena

Community College in Michigan. 

and how it affected students at Wheaton
in the ’60s. I so appreciated that article.
Donna Wilde Oliva ’65
Yakima,WA.
No, Mr. Kives, you are not alone in your
concern.Thank you for your accurate
admonition that our alma mater does us
all a disservice in not applying our princi-
ples of faith to an enduring catastrophe.
While those on the religious right speak
increasingly loudly, those of us educated
at Wheaton would do well to raise the
caliber of national conversation by putting
forth a balanced viewpoint of Christianity.
Dennis R. Plummer ’88
Albuquerque, NM.
While my classmate, David G. Kives, was
being “radicalized . . . and involved” by
protesting the Vietnam conflict in the
mid-sixties, I was living in East Asia from
1967 on.We gratefully hosted soldiers on
R&R from the Army,Air Force, and
Marines in our home—sometimes
sharing our Thanksgiving turkey dinner
with men from all three.

We were appalled by the way our
military personnel were treated by the
U.S. media, and mistreated by the radicals
upon their return home from battle.
Thankfully history records that their
sacrifices effectively stopped the march
of Communism across Asia, as Vietnam
was the last domino to fall.And later we
learned the Vietnam army even halted
the murderous excesses of the Khmer
Rouge after they massacred one-third of
the population in Cambodia.

Once again the USA is leading the

The devastation and death that hit this
small Bible college touched the heart of
the Student Body President Dwight
‘Butch’ Maltby ’78 who flew down in
the aftermath to offer Wheaton’s help.
Based on that pilot trip,Wheaton’s
Student Government sent 12-14 students
during the 10-day Thanksgiving break to
work side by side with Toccoa Falls
students and families.

The bodies had been buried before
our arrival, but healing and hard work
was needed.The Wheaton students
worked for eight days (plus driving
straight through the night there and
back), and only God’s grace kept them
safe and strong enough to accomplish
the physical tasks needed. Some of 
the students on that trip were Jim
Cudney ’78, Lynnell Mickelsen ’79,
Dave Queen ’80, and Dan Yelovich ’79.
Janet C. Fesler ’78
Alton, MN

Discussion on What to Cover?

Just a comment regarding the letter from
David G. Kives ’59. I, too, would
appreciate something in the magazine
regarding this difficult Iraq war. It
involves thousands of young people the
age of Wheaton students and surely must
be at the forefront of students’ minds as
they live in this country.

I was at Wheaton in the early ’60s and
upon leaving, got involved in the civil
rights movement about which I’d heard
nothing as a student.A couple of years
ago there was an article in the Wheaton
Alumni magazine about the Vietnam War

WHEATONl e t t e r s

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine 

the suitability of letters for publication

and to edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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to dialogue with American and Native
American youth to learn from one
another’s experiences and to promote
discussion and reconciliation.

Hosted by the department of political
science and the Office of Christian
Outreach, the group hopes to “establish
a relationship with Wheaton, and to
encourage the College to be involved 
in building a peaceful future between
Israeli and Palestinian youth,” notes 
Dr.Ashley Woodiwiss, chair of 
the politics and international relations
department. During the visit,
discussions about avenues of involve-
ment generated ideas such as sending
Wheaton athletic teams to Israel.

Hayu said,“One day, other projects 
like this will come about, and they 
will become one big project, and it
won’t be called a project anymore.
It will be our daily life.This is 
our future.”

Israeli Officials Visit Wheaton

Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem Yigal Amedi
visited Wheaton’s campus on January 25
to discuss the future of Israel in 
light of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
debilitating stroke. Fellow city
administrators Benny Katz and Yigal
Hayu joined him in explaining the
current political situation in Israel as
well as existing projects to integrate
government and community in an 
effort to bring peace to the area.

Amedi, a member of the Kadima
party founded by Sharon in November,
praised the Prime Minister’s work
toward peace, which included the
decision to remove Israeli settlements
from the Gaza strip.

The group’s visit was prompted 
by their work on Project Jerusalem,
an initiative led by alumnus Rev. John
Henderson ’74, M.A. ’78, to bring
Palestinian and Israeli youth to the U.S.

C A M P U S  N E W S

Wheaton: First “College of ONE”

Wheaton College is partnering with The
ONE Campaign in its nationwide effort
to make AIDS and poverty history.At a
press conference held on February 17,
Wheaton Mayor James C. Carr and
College President Duane Litfin united to
recognize Wheaton as a “City of ONE”
and Wheaton College as the first 
“College of ONE” in the fight against
extreme poverty and global AIDS.

From city halls to churches to college
campuses,The ONE Campaign is now a
coalition with more than two million
supporters.The City of Wheaton is one
of 37 cities and four states across the
nation presently endorsing the campaign.
Illinois is taking steps toward becoming a
‘State of ONE,” with a resolution under
consideration in the state legislature.

The College formed its own Student
Global AIDS Campaign in 2003, after
U2’s Bono addressed the student body.
Since then this student organization has
not only succeeded in starting an HIV
education program in a Latino
community in Aurora, but SGAC students
are also planning a trip to Washington,
D.C., to lobby on behalf of international
property rights and the availability of
generic drugs.

The College’s response to the issues of
severe poverty and global AIDS is “driven
by our Christian values,” Dr. Litfin said.
“The question is: What, given our
unique mission and identity, can Wheaton
contribute to the effort against global
poverty and AIDS? . . .We can’t do
everything, but we can do something.”

WHEATONn e w s

Wheaton College became
the first “College of ONE,”

joining civic leaders in
addressing AIDS and

poverty. 
From left: Wheaton Mayor

James C. Carr; 
Dr. Ashley Woodiwiss,

chair of politics and
international relations;

College President 
Duane Litfin; and David
Peyton ’07, president of

Wheaton College’s
Student Global AIDS

Campaign.

ONE
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where he currently serves as director.
“We live in a world of such pain and

suffering that evangelical Christians have
not only a message, but also a mission,”
said Samuel, addressing the student body
during a Chapel service.“HNGR was
one of the first programs that recovered
the gospel imperative to address poverty,
hunger, and inequality in the world.”

HNGR director Dr. Paul Robinson,
who is pleased with the program’s
longevity, was grateful for the
opportunity to celebrate with such a
noted scholar.

He says of the symposium,“It was an
opportunity to consider the 30-year
history of the HNGR program, and to
reflect on the changing paradigms of
international development.We learned
that as we have partnered with host
organizations worldwide, HNGR has
remained at the cutting edge of theory

enables interested students to learn
about the causes and consequences of
poverty. It also promotes a commitment
to reducing poverty through lifestyle
and vocational decisions.

The two-day symposium, sponsored
by a $250,000 endowment from the
John Deere Foundation, offered panel
discussions, workshops, and interactive
conversations with international guests.
The keynote lecture,“Transforming Our
Cultures:A Gospel Imperative,” was
given by internationally recognized
development economist and theologian
Canon Dr.Vinay Samuel.A graduate of
Union Biblical Seminary in Yavatmal,
India, Samuel is an ordained Anglican
priest. His commitment to equip leaders
in development led him to help found
the Oxford Centre for Missions Studies,
a training center for mission
practitioners from the Global South,

Happy Birthday, HNGR

The Human Needs and Global
Resources (HNGR) program celebrates
its 30th anniversary this academic year.
In honor of this milestone, a special
symposium brought a significant
number of HNGR’s alumni back to
campus on February 24-25.

Wheaton College established HNGR
in 1976 in response to concern for
widespread poverty and underdevelop-
ment in the Third World.The program

WHEATONn e w s
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Above: With 32 interns, this year’s HNGR group is the largest Wheaton College has sent out in 30 years. 
Left: HNGR intern Rebecca Blumhagen ’06 is serving in Arusha, Tanzania, with Heifer Project International.

Thank you, John Deere Foundation—HNGR’s two-day symposium addressing

concerns over poverty and underdevelopment in Third World countries was made

possible through the generosity of Deere & Company’s philanthropic foundation.
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nonviolent resistance.”
The goal of this “Equality Ride” is to

change the policies and practices of the
institutions they visit, including 14
Christian colleges that are members of
the Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU).

The College has been selected
because of the Community Covenant’s
scriptural stance on sexual morality.
Provost Stanton Jones explains,“This
visit is being thrust upon us whether we
cooperate with Soulforce or not.We
believe it is better to engage the
Soulforce protestors openly, using their
visit as an opportunity to educate our
students about the challenge to the
teachings of the Bible and the Church
in this area, preparing them to uphold
biblical truth as they face this issue in
their churches in the years to come.”

Prior to the event, a series of seminars
will delve into the complex issues
surrounding the morality of
homosexual conduct.Topics include
everything from “Biblical Teaching and
Sexual Morality” and “Civil Rights,
Public Policy, and Christian Sexual
Morality,” to “Ministering in Truth and
Love to the Homosexual Neighbor.”

About the organization’s visit,
President Duane Litfin says that not
only will Wheaton College continue to
stand with the ancient witness of
Scripture, and the monolithic witness 
of the entire Christian church (until
recent times) on this issue of sexual
morality, but the college community
will also respond in Christian love to
these visitors.

explained that the increase is necessary
to keep up with the rising costs of
maintaining a private academic
institution.“We believe that our 2006-
2007 student charges will continue to be
competitive with our peer institutions.”

Wheaton remains one of the least
expensive of the nation’s top 70 liberal
arts colleges, according to U.S. News &
World Report, with pricing that ranks
7th in the thirteen-member Christian
College Consortium.

“The superior return earned on the
College’s endowment funds over the past
decade is a major reason we have been
able to keep student charges at a very
competitive level,” added Brooke.“The
total return on our endowment has
averaged 9.5 percent over the last ten
years.Wheaton College is grateful 
for the many generous donations that
contribute to the growth of this
endowment, which ranks in the top 
165 endowments in the nation.These
gifts, along with gifts that underwrite
operating costs and capital improve-
ments, continue to be an important part
of our ability to maintain affordable
charges for our students.”

“Equality Ride” Will Come to 

Wheaton

On April 20-21,Wheaton will be
visited by 35 people arriving by bus to
represent the Soulforce organization, a
homosexual advocacy group that exists
to promote “freedom for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people from
religious and political oppression
through the practice of relentless

New Student Charges
Announced

The annual tuition charge for full-time
undergraduate students at Wheaton 
will be $22,450 for the 2006-2007
academic year, according to Patrick 
T. Brooke, controller. Standard room and
board charges for resident students 
will be $7,040, making total charges for
full-time undergraduate resident students
$29,490, and representing an increase in
total charges of 6.2 percent.Tuition for
graduate master’s students is increasing 
4 percent, from $529 to $550 per hour.

“Wheaton College continues its
commitment to keep tuition as
reasonable as possible,” said Brooke, who

and praxis in this field.”
Current HNGR staff, its two former

directors, seven international guest
speakers, and more than 130 HNGR
alumni and current students attended
the conference, Robinson said. More
than 400 students have participated in
the program, and with 32 students, this
year boasts the largest class to date.

Robinson said,“It became clear
through our discussions with our
international guests that poverty and
hunger will be more effectively
addressed as we move toward an
understanding that transformational
development is embedded in
relationship. . . . Jesus’ command that we
love our neighbors as ourselves leads
inevitably to an intolerance of injustice,
hunger, and poverty anywhere.This is
the starting point for transforming and
redeeming all of our cultures.”
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Kinesiology Student Wins

Award

The National Association for Sport and
Physical Education (NASPE) will honor
Jason A. Schisler ’06 as Wheaton’s
outstanding kinesiology major of the
year.The NASPE is the premier
organization dedicated to strengthening
basic knowledge about physical activity,
physical education, and sports, and
putting that knowledge into action in
schools and communities across the
nation.The award recognizes outstanding
students majoring in the health sciences,
from recreation and sports management
to pre-physical therapy. Only one student
per major from each institution is
recognized each year. More than 200
students from around the country will be
honored at a ceremony during the 121st
Annual Convention of the American
Alliance for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation, and Dance (AAHPERD),
sponsored by ESPN’s “Play Your Way.”

with five people living in one FEMA
trailer.They went out of their way to
serve us juice while we worked, and
asked us to take breaks and rest.The
grandmother even made us a fried rice
dish for lunch. Seeing how little they
had and how much they gave convicted
me of my own selfishness in a life-
changing way.”

He adds that returning to Wheaton
after viewing the devastation in Biloxi
was one of the most difficult parts of an
experience he hopes he will never forget.
“The sight of our pristine community
actually made me cry,” he admitted.

He also came away with a renewed
vision for the value of short-term
missions trips. He says,“I was continually
amazed at how much people willing to
give up their time and energy can
accomplish. Our trip would not have
been a success if not for dozens of
volunteers making sure everything went
smoothly.”

S T U D E N T  N E W S

Katrina Relief Continues  

More than 150 members of the
Wheaton College community—127
undergraduate students; 18 faculty, staff,
and graduate students; and 14 of their
family members—used their
Thanksgiving vacation not only to give
thanks, but also to give their time and
energy to serve those whose lives have
been forever changed by hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.

The group, divided into eight teams,
left on November 18 and 19 for
different sites on the Gulf Coast, most
staying in and assisting churches involved
in the local relief efforts.Their work
projects varied from gutting houses to
putting up drywall, cleaning up rubbish,
demolishing condemned buildings,
repairing roofs, delivering meals, and
compiling social service materials for
hurricane victims.

And while the work was labor-
intensive, many found inspiration in
talking with the people affected by the
storms.“Most people had incredible
stories to tell and the best and only thing
we could do was to listen,” observed
Richard Lyon ’99 a staff member who
went to Biloxi, Mississippi. He adds,
“These were truly survivors of Katrina,
not victims. . . .Their hope was
humbling; their perseverance was
inspiring.”

He remembers one Vietnamese family
in particular.“This family lost their
home in the storm, but they were
thankful just to be together even though
it must have been quite uncomfortable

WHEATONn e w s
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Wade Chair Dedicated

Dr. Chris Mitchell, director of the
Marion E.Wade Center, was inaugurated
as the first Wade Chair of Christian
Thought in a ceremony on March 16.
In addition to teaching in the Bible and
theology department at Wheaton for 
13 years, Dr. Mitchell has directed the
Wade Center for 11 years.

The endowed chair position, named
after C. S. Lewis enthusiast and
ServiceMaster founder Marion E.Wade,
was established by an anonymous 
donor to be filled by the director of 
the Wade Center, and to encourage
scholarly contributions on topics that
relate to the seven authors of the 
Wade collection (which include 
C. S. Lewis and J. R. R.Tolkien).The
position will also support related
program development as the Wade
Center seeks to meet the ever-growing
demand for its resources.

was no piano at the hospital 
auditorium, Joy Collins, a longtime
friend of Wheaton’s Conservatory,
contacted a colleague in Hamburg,
who then contacted a colleague at
Steinway Piano Company in New York,
who then contacted colleagues in
Moscow.

“We were the beneficiaries of the
beautiful six-foot Steinway piano—the
best we had on our tour,” Dr. Payne
reported. Four local news crews covered
the story of the gracious loan of the
piano for the hospital recital by Vladimir
and Andre Roslyakov of Blues Brothers
Steinway.

“We thank God for the opportunity to
be of service in Moscow,” said Dr. Payne.
“As Christians, it was plain to us that
God had helped us help others through
the quiet generosity of the Steinway
Piano Company.”

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Steinway Surprises Music

Faculty in Russia

Conservatory Director Tony Payne and
professors Terry Schwartz, Gerard
Sundberg, and Carolyn Hart returned
from their concert tour in Moscow,
Russia, last August with a number of
stories; but none as providential as 
the story of the Steinway.

In addition to performing at St.
Andrew’s Anglican Church, at the
Evangelical Church in outlying
Kolchugino, and at the historic
downtown Central Baptist Church, the
group visited the All Russian Children’s
Clinical Hospital.

“In each venue we found an
enthusiastic welcome, but none more
than the hospital appearance,” noted 
Dr. Payne.When they learned there 

After their Russian ministry tour, faculty members from the Conservatory of Music shared their program
at the home of Joy Collins. The evening featured an elegant Russian dinner followed by the gift 
of music.  Left to right:  Conservatory faculty, Drs. Gerard Sundberg (baritone) and Terry Schwartz
(trumpeter); Tom Song (tenor) from Suwon, Korea; Wheaton student Cally Payne (flutist); and
Conservatory Director Tony Payne (pianist).
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MEN’S BASKETBALL upset #3-ranked
Augustana and #7-ranked Illinois
Wesleyan.Wheaton’s consecutive victories
over the powerhouses marked the 1st time
in the 6-year history of the D3Hoops.com
poll that a program had wins over 2 teams
in its Top-10 in the same week.Tony
Bollier ’06 was named to the All-CCIW
Second Team and to the D3Hoops.com
All-Midwest Region Third Team. He
averaged 15.9 points per game and set a
school record with a 92.9 free throw
percentage. Jordan Kemper ’06 earned
Third Team All-CCIW honors, leading
the league in rebounding this season.
WHEATON WRESTLING saw success
this winter from a solid core of young
wrestlers led by Brent Skorup ’08, who
won the 133-pound weight class at the
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Invitational.

WOMEN’S GOLF had a strong effort at
the CCIW Championships, finishing 3rd
at the conference meet.
SWIMMING The women won their
9th consecutive CCIW championship
and finished 11th at the NCAA Div. III
Championships. Kaitlin Marko ’08 won
3 events at the CCIW Championships,
was named “Most Valuable Swimmer” at
the meet, and earned All-American
recognition in 2 events at Nationals.The
men’s 9-year reign as CCIW champions
snapped as Carthage narrowly defeated
Wheaton at the conference meet, but the
team shined at Nationals with a 7th-
place finish.Wheaton’s 7 swimmers at
Nationals earned All-American recogni-
tion.Tyler Dobelbower ’06 repeated as
an All-American in the 200-yard
individual medley, and Sam Gyorfi was
an All-American in the 50-yard freestyle.

Recap
FOOTBALL opened the season
nationally ranked and finished
with a 7-3 record. Seven players

earned All-Conference honors;Andrew
Studebaker ’08 earned All-Region
accolades; and kicker Andrew Day ’06 was
selected as a Division III All-American and
an Academic All-American.
WOMEN’S SOCCER ended with a 21-3
record, its 11th straight CCIW
championship and 9th NCAA Tournament
appearance. Jen Binger ’06 earned All-
American honors for the second
consecutive season, and Laura Koontz ’07
also earned All-American recognition.
MEN’S SOCCER was 16-5-2 and made
its Div. III-leading 28th postseason
appearance. Stephen Rigby ’07 earned All-
American honors, and he and Justin
Risma ’06 earned Academic All-
American. Coach Joe Bean will retire at
the end of the 2006 season.
WOMEN’S TENNIS ranked 20th in Div.
III, posting an 8-0 record, winning its
league-best 11th CCIW championship
and its 1st since 2001.All-American
Elizabeth Maclellan ’06 and Jordan Hook
’09 ended regionally ranked.
CROSS COUNTRY The women won
their 3rd consecutive CCIW champion-
ship. The men finished 2nd at the CCIW
Championships, 5th at the NCAA
Midwest Regional, and 13th at the Div.
III Championships.
VOLLEYBALL posted a 21-15 record and
finished 5th in the CCIW.Three freshmen
volleyball players, Annie Himmelhaver,
Hannah McGinnis, and Mallory Sullivan,
earned All-Conference honors.

WHEATONs p o r t s

Congratulations to Women’s Basketball Coach Beth Baker, who was selected as the CCIW “Coach

of The Year.” Her team was nationally ranked for the entire season, winning its second consecutive

CCIW championship and its first conference crown since 1998-99. The women also won their second

CCIW tournament championship, becoming the first program to win more than one CCIW tournament

in the four-year history of the tournament. Wheaton made it to the 16th round in the NCAA

Tournament for the first time in the school’s history, and the team’s 25-5 record set a new team

record. Elizabeth Fox ’07 earned All-CCIW First Team honors and was named to the D3Hoops.com

All-Central Region Third Team. Jill Trenz ’08 and Brittany Cooper ’07 also earned All-CCIW honors. 
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cousins plan to follow in her footsteps
by going to college out of state, but 
the October weekend definitely made
an impact.

“At Christmas, we talked about the
surprise visit a lot,” says Kayla.“Some of
my cousins said it was their favorite
memory of the year.”

1-year-old cousin—closed out the
tournament weekend by throwing her a
big graduation party at their hotel
Saturday night. Kayla’s mother, Julie
Bohlen, explains,“She’s the oldest of 
35 grandchildren on both sides of 
the family, and she is so sweet to each 
of them that they all look up to her.
They wouldn’t miss being at a party for
her for anything.”

Julie adds that the surprise was well
worth the effort.“On the way back, we
asked the kids to record the weekend’s
most meaningful moments. Many of
them said that just seeing Kayla’s
expression when she saw us made sitting
on that bus for all those hours worth it.”

The oldest of five children, Kayla
grew up on a farm in Hastings and
played volleyball throughout middle
school and high school. Her aunt, an 
all-American volleyball player in college,
was her role model.

While Kayla debated between
Nebraska Wesleyan and Wheaton, she
admits that once she visited Wheaton,
there was no other choice.“In a perfect
world,Wheaton would have been in
Nebraska,” she says.“It was really hard to
be the first to leave home. But now 
I’m so glad I went away.”

After graduation, Kayla is looking
forward to a June wedding and then
plans to begin dental school in 
the fall to become a pediatric dentist.

There’s no word yet if any of Kayla’s

As Kayla Bohlen ’06 warmed up for the
first game of Benedictine’s Eagle Classic
on October 28, 2005, she knew it was 
a significant moment.After four years as
a member of Wheaton’s women’s
volleyball team, the co-captain and setter
would be playing in her final collegiate
tournament.Yet she had no idea how
meaningful that game would be.

At 3:00 A.M., 50 of Kayla’s family
members boarded a chartered bus in
Hastings, Nebraska, in order to make it
to the tournament by the opening
match. Kayla’s father had been planning
the surprise for a year to celebrate his
daughter’s graduation. Only Kayla’s
coach, Jennifer King Soderquist ’77; her
fiancé, Justin Risma ’06; and the family
were in on the surprise. Kayla never saw
it coming.

“I was warming up and someone 
said ‘turn around.’ There was a huge
blob of people in the bleachers, holding
signs and wearing t-shirts and buttons
with my name on them.Time stood 
still for a second. I could not believe
that they were there,” says Kayla.“I 
still get tears in my eyes just thinking
about it.”

Since Kayla was the first in her family
to attend college outside of Nebraska,
many of her family members hadn’t had
the opportunity to watch her play
collegiate volleyball.After two days of
cheering, Kayla’s fans—everyone from
her 68-year-old grandfather to her 

by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni

Family Matters
One volleyball player gets some extra support from her biggest fans.

Kayla Bohlen ’06
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of the visible world.

“During those hours I concentrate with such intensity that

if the sun were not sailing across the sky, I’d have no idea that

time was passing at all,” says Joel.

Plein air painting (more familiarly termed “painting 

from life”) hails from 19th-century Europe and steers clear of

formula and meaning, instead allowing an artist to absorb a

scene and recreate his vision in the moment. Disciplined by time

and the crudeness of technique, the artist is reduced to a 

simple visual vernacular.

Like fruit plucked fresh from the vine, the plein air paintings 

of Joel Sheesley ’72 may perhaps be best described as simple,

succulent gifts. 

And a “gift” is also the term the artist uses to describe

the act of capturing nature’s exquisite beauty within each small

landscape in his series. 

With a collapsible easel, brushes, oil paint, and a keen

eye, Joel hikes or rides his bike to parks or forest preserves 

in and around Wheaton. In the two or three hours before the sun

drifts away, he attempts to fully respond to the complexities 

1 2 S P R I N G 2 0 0 6

c a n v a s s i n g  n a t u r e
A recent benefit for the College’s Community School of the Arts highlighted the beauty of local     
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It is an exercise for Joel—a way to stay alert and learn 

to see. He began trying his hand at this technique about four 

years ago, and today he paints outdoors in every season, noting

that one painting a week would constitute an ideal year. 

Not all survive, however. Some are thrown away. Others,

Joel will spend an additional hour finishing in his studio, ambling

through the wispy memories of his original vision. Remarkably,

though, many of Joel’s paintings are finished in the moment.

Those that satisfy him find space on his wall. “I have to 

make sure I can live with them, before I let them out,” he explains.

Nothing is so gratifying for Joel as seeing someone

connect to a painting and want to spend time with it. For some,

the familiarity of the place may be the draw. For others, the

subtle, quiet details, like the way the sunlight burnishes the marsh

reeds or the long shadows on a snowy path, draw the eye and

heart back again and again.

“Sometimes I think of it as a mad dash to say ‘hallelujah,’

in a language close to the one that inspires you to breathe the

word in the first place,” says Joel of the artistic process. “In 

the end, it is a wild struggle to receive and to give a simple gift.”

W H E A T O N 1 3

     landscapes as painted in plein air by art professor, Joel Sheesley ’72. by Amy Wolgemuth Bordoni

Joel Sheesley ’72 has been teaching art at Wheaton for the last 32 years.

His studio works, which are well known for their realistic representation of

everyday suburban life, have been exhibited in galleries in New York,

Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, and throughout Illinois. To see more of

Joel Sheesley’s art, visit www.joelsheesley.com.
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Once upon a time in the world of science education, Petri dishes, Bunsen burners, and oscilloscopes were the stuff great lab

experiments were made of. For decades, Wheaton College students attended lectures in classrooms, and faculty members conducted

research independently or with just a few students. Still, Wheaton enjoyed a rich heritage of preparing natural science 

students to earn doctorates in medicine, biology, physics, chemistry, geology, and a number of other related fields. And the success 

of Wheaton’s science program was recognized with the College’s inclusion in the Oberlin Group in 1985, an echelon of only the 

top 50 liberal arts colleges in the United States.

But this is by no means the climax of the story. During the 1990s, a subtle and yet profound transition occurred in how 

science education was being offered in colleges and universities across the nation. Fast forward to the 21st century, and new 

models of learning have all but eclipsed the methods of old, subordinating instruction to discovery, autonomy to collaboration.

And how have these developments affected the sciences at Wheaton? That is a plot just beginning to unfold. . . .
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The New Scientific Method

With 34 credentialed professors (each with a Ph.D.), ten major
fields of study (the natural sciences as well as computer science,
nursing, mathematics, and engineering), and a gifted student body
(some 25-40 graduates go on to medical school each year),
Wheaton’s science program has long earned national recognition
despite limitations in facilities, equipment, and research funding
relative to other liberal arts colleges and universities. In its 2000
survey, the National Science Foundation ranked Wheaton 21st out
of the top 25 baccalaureate colleges in the nation whose alumni
went on to receive doctorates in the sciences and engineering
between the years 1991-95.

The Academic Excellence Study, a national study of the nature of
undergraduate science programs conducted in 2000, pointed to a
number of significant trends in natural science education, observes
Dean of Natural and Social Sciences Dr. Dorothy Chappell.Among
these are an emphasis on discovery that includes original
experimentation and investigation, the endorsement of
collaborative research between faculty and students, and the
emergence of nanotechnology (the study and manipulation of
matter at the molecular level using nuclear magnetic resonance,
or NMR).

Explains Dr. Chappell, “There’s been a full curriculum shift,
particularly in the advance courses, in response to these trends.We
have undertaken review and are in the process of transforming the
entire science curriculum.”

The hiring of new faculty has also brought about change.
Associate professor of physics Dr. Stewart DeSoto ’88, who came to
Wheaton in autumn 2003, is just one of several new faces in the
natural sciences. He has not only had a front row seat in observing
many of these programmatic changes, but he’s also been behind the
wheel on several of them, including writing his own lab manual for
his first-year students. The goal was to make the labs less
“cookbook,” as he explains—less step-by-step, less predictable, and
more exploratory—breaking away from the old models that are
“the opposite of true science.”

He notes that this year’s physics curriculum has also been
dramatically altered by the introduction of a personal response
“clicker” system, a new pedagogical tool that has increased 
student participation in classroom discussion by giving everyone
the ability to answer multiple choice physics questions
anonymously.

“They don’t have to raise their hands or feel embarrassed about
whether or not they have the right answer,” Dr. DeSoto says.“They
just click their answers to my questions and all of their responses
show up as percentage bar graphs on the PowerPoint projector. It
really tells me how well they have understood what I’ve been
lecturing on, and then I’m able to adjust the remainder of the

W H E A T O N 1 5

Wheaton’s new state-of-the art anatomy lab,

which opened in autumn 2005, features benefits

such as professional-grade surgical lighting,

specialized computer monitors with rubber

keyboards that eliminate the need for paper

dissection manuals, and ventilation so thorough

it makes formaldehyde odor undetectable.

The lab is unique in offering Wheaton students

the opportunity to dissect human cadavers,

notes Dr. David Ianuzzo, professor and chair of

applied health sciences.

“Rarely at other institutions do undergraduates

have access to this type of educational 

experience, which is often only available to

medical students,” he says. The lab is used 

for functional human anatomy, wellness, and

human physiology classes, as well as a 

cardiac rehabilitation course. It can accommodate

up to 15 students (5 per cadaver), as well 

as a full-time faculty member and a teacher’s

assistant. “It’s wonderful for the students,”

Dr. Ianuzzo adds. “They are able to get lots of

hands-on experience and special attention 

in their classes.”
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lecture accordingly.” Another facet of this question-and-answer
system is peer tutoring, in which each person has 30 seconds to
convince his or her neighbor of the correct answer to each
problem.“It’s great,” Dr. DeSoto jokes. “Instead of falling asleep in
lecture, they’re all talking about physics!”

First-year students are also required to choose an independent
research project in which they design their own experiments with
a partner, collect data in the “real world” using video cameras and
other high-tech equipment, analyze it, and make a presentation to
their classes at the end of the semester. A series of new laptops
further enables students to learn basic computer programming 
and practice computer modeling (creating full-color visual
representations that depict abstract physics equations).

But perhaps the most impressive innovation is the physics
department’s brand new nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
laboratory, which was completed in the spring of 2005 and features
an extremely powerful magnet that can be used to study atomic
behavior.The nuclear motion produced when atoms are placed in
strong magnetic fields, such as those produced in the NMR lab,
creates a signal that can be seen on a computer and used to
interpret physical activity occurring at various locations in a solid
or liquid.

“In physics it’s helpful for learning how things move around,
studying diffusion, seeing how electrons interact with a given
material, and so on,” says Dr. DeSoto, who points out that NMR
technology is also essential to both chemistry and biology.“It really
is one of the most powerful tools to have,” he says. “And it’s useful
across the sciences.”

A Collaborative Effort

Last summer physics majors Karen Khilstrom ’07 and David Felker
’06 worked with Dr. DeSoto in the NMR lab trying to develop a
material with which one could build a large capacity hydrogen
storage unit to adopt in a fuel cell economy.

“We have all kinds of problems with oil and with the Middle
East. One of our hopes is to transition to a hydrogen-based
economy,” explains Dr. DeSoto. “The problem is, if you have a car
that runs on a fuel cell, how do you transport a lot of dangerous
hydrogen instead of gas?”

With a little help from a colleague of Dr. DeSoto’s, who works at
the nearby Argonne National Lab, the three researchers were
studying a metal organic framework that actually stores more
hydrogen atoms by volume within its metal matrix than could be
stored in a compressed gas or liquid.

“What I enjoyed most about the project was the hands-on

1 6 S P R I N G 2 0 0 6

Published in 2005 by Zondervan, Not Just Science 

is a text that addresses the process of science— its

competencies and limitations.

“This book is an attempt to get at

how science is conducted,”

explains Dr. Dorothy Chappell,

Dean of Natural and Social

Sciences, who co-edited the book

with colleague E. David Cook,

Endowed Holmes Chair of Philosophy. “Modern science

rose out of Christianity, even though today there seems

to be a war going on between the two,” she adds. The

book is divided into sections that address the

presuppositions with which introductory students need

to grapple, tackling questions such as: What are the

philosophical and theological implications of

Christianity for the natural sciences? What are the

limits of bioengineering? Should Christians embrace

technology?, and How should the Christian’s

foundational beliefs shape the work of scientists?

Contributors include faculty from three Christian liberal

arts schools, as well as Wheaton professors Dean Arnold

(anthropology), June Arnold (health professions), Vincent

Bacote (theology), Greta Bryson (chemistry), Jennifer

Busch (biology), James Clark (geology), Stewart DeSoto

(physics), Larry Funck (chemistry), Raymond Lewis

(biology), Stephen Moshier (geology), Robert O’Connor

(philosophy), Terry Perciante (mathematics), Paul Robinson

(history), Helene Slessarev-Jamir (politics and

international relations), Stephen Spencer (theology),

Joseph Spradley (physics), William Struthers (psychology),

Thomas VanDrunen (computer science), Peter Walhout

(chemistry), and Peter Walters (applied health sciences).
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Wheaton students interested in science can choose from a variety of majors, 

including biology, chemistry, physics, computer science, applied health science, nursing,

engineering, environmental studies, geology, and mathematics. 
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does standard combustion, producing carbon

dioxide and water, but instead produces carbon

dioxide and hydrogen gas. Because ethanol is

fermented from corn (which is abundantly

produced in the Upper Midwest) the carbon

dioxide generated by the combustion would be

reabsorbed by the following year’s crop during

photo-synthesis, and the reactor would feed the

hydrogen gas into a fuel cell, where it would 

be burned to produce enough power to supply an

average-sized house.

Dr. Dan Norbeck ’80 received the National

Inventor of the Year Award in 1997, and was

named a “Hero of Chemistry” in 2004 by the

National Chemical Society, for helping to develop

Kaletra, now the hottest-selling AIDS/HIV

suppressive drug in the world. The vice president

for global pharmaceutical discovery for Abbott

Laboratories, he leads the company’s drug

discovery efforts in infectious, neoplastic,

Dr. Kathy Albain ’74 is a medical oncologist

specializing in breast and lung cancer, at Loyola

University Medical Center in Chicago. In 1999,

Good Housekeeping named her one of the nation’s

top cancer specialists for women, and in 2001 she

was recognized as one of  “Chicago’s Top Doctors”

in a Chicago magazine cover story. In November 

Dr. Albain was featured with a patient in a special

news segment on lung cancer and women that

appeared on ABC World News Tonight, and she is

currently researching the affects of chemotherapy

in postmenopausal women to determine if

treatment becomes less effective as women age. 

Dr. Lanny Schmidt ’60, Regents Professor of

Chemical Engineering and Materials Science at

the University of Minnesota, has invented a

reactor that extracts hydrogen from ethanol—

a discovery that offers the first hope of harvesting

hydrogen inexpensively as a potential energy

source. The reactor does not burn ethanol as 

commonplace at the undergraduate level.
“I would say there’s a greater expectation to do research with

students and to publish,” observes chemistry department chair 
Dr.Tim Wilkinson, who has been a member of Wheaton’s faculty
for 26 years. “And there’s definitely an emphasis on mentoring.”

For geology professor Dr. Jim Clark, who will use his summer to
study the hydrogeologic history of the Great Lakes from the Ice
Age to the present, working with students is one of the highlights
of research and the teaching task.With the help of a grant from the
National Science Foundation, two students will assist him, and a
third is also interested in coming on board.

“I do enjoy the mentoring that goes on,” he says.
“Undergraduate students bring a fresh perspective to research, and
tend to be more creative. People who have gone through graduate
school might know more things, but they don’t seem to think
outside of the box as much.”

experience—what the real-world application is like outside of the
classroom,” says Karen. “A lot of the things I learned through
research will have more of an impact on what I do in the future.”
While she aspires to go to graduate school, earn her Ph.D., and
eventually become a professor, in the short term Karen is planning
to take an independent study course with Dr. DeSoto to continue
her studies of the metal organic framework, with intent to publish
their findings.

Notes Dr. Chappell, “Our professors are keeping their research
agendas going, and they’re involving students in them. At the same
time, they’re venturing into areas that they’ve never ventured into
as they mesh student interest with their own.”

The concept of student-faculty collaboration is both old and new
to Wheaton. Former science professors Drs. Chappell, David Bruce,
Neal Brace,and Narl Hung all took initiative to partner with
students in research even before such collaboration became
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“Some people say that the world is completely discovered, but science is a place where there are 

still lots of unknowns. For students who think there’s nothing left to discover, science is the answer for them.” 

Dr. Stewart DeSoto ’88, Associate Professor of Physics

What are some of the ways that Wheaton alumni are putting their science degrees to good use? 
From concocting treatments for AIDS to fermenting corn, they might surprise you with some of their incredible discoveries.

metabolic, urological, and neurological disease.

Dr. Arthur Amman ’58 is a clinical professor of

pediatrics at the University of California, San

Francisco Medical Center. He has been president

of Global Strategies, a nonprofit foundation

dedicated to preventing HIV and responding to 

the needs of infected women and children 

worldwide, since its founding in 1998. Dr. Amman

was president of the American Foundation for

AIDS Research (AmFAR) from 1997-1998, and chair

of the Health Advisory Board. He was also the

director of research at the Pediatric AIDS

Foundation from 1992-1996, during which time he

served as a member of the President’s National

Task Force on AIDS Drugs and Vaccines. President

of Global Strategies for HIV Prevention, he was

recently named to the Board of Directors of Viral

Genetics, Inc., the drug development company

behind VGV-1, a biological therapy to treat the 

HIV-1 infection.
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Dr. Kristen Page, associate professor of biology, is another
proponent of student-faculty collaboration. Recently she enlisted
the help of students to study the prevalence and transmission of a
parasitic roundworm, found in some raccoon latrines in the
greater Chicago area, which can infect humans with a potentially
fatal disease.The study was funded through an Alumni Association
science grant, and several papers focusing on the results were
submitted for publishing. In 2005 one of Dr. Page’s articles, co-
authored with a University of Ohio colleague and former
students Kristin Titcombe ’02 and Nathaniel Robinson ’05, was
published in Wildlife Society Bulletin. Dr. Page has also submitted
work to the Journal of Wildlife Diseases and plans to submit
three additional papers written with the help of her students.

“Expecting faculty to do good research is a challenge,” admits
Dr. Chappell. “They come to Wheaton wanting to do good
research and the challenge is raising the funds and providing the
programming and the space to accommodate that . . . but the
benefits are a more enlivened education.These students are getting
to see more of God’s creative activity in nature when they conduct
original investigation.”

From Students to Successful Scientists

One of the greatest strengths of Wheaton’s natural science
curriculum lies in its solid Christian framework.The intersection
of faith and science has been a definitive part of environmental
studies major Ben Lowe’s ’07 education thus far. He came to
Wheaton intending to major in Bible/theology, Christian educa-
tion, or world religions, but landed in environmental studies
because of the encouragement of his parents and his love for
nature. Now in his junior year, Ben is busy discovering new
worlds of opportunity. He was not only invited to present at the
annual international Benthic Ecology meeting in Quebec this
spring (an international meeting of scientists, university faculty
members, and graduate students), he was also chosen to
participate in a task force at the United Nations Foundation’s
forum discussing global warming and energy conservation issues
on college campuses.

In addition, having conducted research with the National
Science Foundation last summer, studying the habitat patterns of
spotted sea trout in Texas, Ben was selected by NSF to participate
in the Nyanza Project in Central Africa. He and a team of faculty
members and students from universities across the nation will
convene to study Lake Tanganyika, the largest lake in the African
Rift Valley and reportedly home to more than 600 species.

“My employers and I have been consistently surprised by how

well my major has prepared me,” says Ben. “The environmental
studies program has enabled me to interact effectively at the
professional level, while nurturing me with a strong Christian
foundation to engage my discipline for Christ.”

While he still hopes to be a missionary, Ben believes his
environmental studies major will equip him to address some 
of the major problems in the world today, such as the search for
clean water and the depletion of natural resources, which could
be relevant to people from the various regions in which he 
may serve.

“Christian students considering a career in the natural sciences
view this as a calling, and while enjoying the exploration of the
Lord’s creation, they grow in their walk with the Lord,” says 
Dr. Chappell. “Pursuing science at Wheaton is an opportunity to
put knowledge into practice as a witness to God’s work in
creation and for the sake of furthering His purposes in that which
He has made.”

Associate Professor of Physics Dr. Stewart DeSoto ’88 (left) instructs students in

Wheaton’s new nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) laboratory, where a powerful

magnet is used to study substances at a molecular level.  
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“When you come to see that there is a divine transforming 

mystery calling you into relationship, it doesn’t become a matter

of practices, it becomes a matter of responding to that call.” 
Dr. James Wilhoit, Scripture Press Professor of Christian Formation and Ministry

at the Hear t
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cultural factors seem to be leading people and even whole churches
away from an inviting, personal union with God.

Too often the endless barrage of information and noise leaves little,
if any, space for contemplation. Prayer has either been neglected 
or has become an item to check off the to-do list. When time is short,
prayer can easily become ritualistic and empty.  

Add to these elements, the changes in evangelical culture that 
took place in the ’70s and ’80s. During that time, the entrepreneurial
American spirit of the post World War II generation birthed churches
and para-church organizations urgently focused on church growth 
and taking the gospel around the world. “It became a performance
Christianity,” describes Dr. Lon Allison, director of the Billy Graham

t no time in history have we had more to fill our 
time—more gadgets, more television shows,
more internet blogs, chat rooms, and search engines

than we will ever need—all competing for our time with God 
and with our families.

The news is filled with stories of how we are all multitasking, how
our children are becoming “wired,” in short, how the entire world 
is busy from first light of dawn until the last dying flicker of every day.
In a recent article in Time magazine, Stanford professor Donald 
Roberts said of his students, “There’s almost a discomfort with not
being stimulated—a kind of ‘I can’t stand the silence.’”

Are we, as Christians, any different? Many environmental and 

W H E A T O N 2 1

by 

Katherine 

Halberstadt 

Anderson 

’90

A

of Prayer
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God’s love, or prayer of the heart.”
The practice of contemplative prayer often involves spiritual

retreats, silence, and praying over passages of Scripture. Prayers of
the heart, or the recitation of a biblical word or phrase, are often 
used in this form of prayer to help “create an inner stillness and thus
to listen to the voice of God,” explains the contemplative writer,
Henri Nouwen. 

Wheaton Professor James Wilhoit has taught a class on prayer, 
and explains, “Contemplative prayer is built around an expectation 
of hearing from God. There is a quiet waiting to enjoy friendship
with God.”

And while contemplative practices differ for each individual, at the
heart of it all, Dr. Wilhoit says, “There is a sense of the need 
for divine perspective. There is a realization that despite all of your
thinking and imagining you don’t have a way to solve all of your
problems, that you need the discernment and wisdom that comes
from on high.”

or Dr. Allison the practice of contemplative prayer
came at a critical life’s juncture.

“I was the pastor of a brand new church and I was
working my head off . . . I was trying to win the world for Jesus . . .
but I desperately needed to remember that Jesus was in charge.
” He says that God brought him to the realization that “apart from
Christ I can do nothing, and even more, apart from Christ, 
I am nothing.”

During that period, Dr. Allison went to Fuller Theological 
Seminary to learn more about the science of church growth. “I got 
there, and all that anyone could talk about was prayer,” remembers 
Dr. Allison, who adds that he was introduced to the practice 
of contemplative prayer there, through the writings of Richard 
J. Foster and Dallas Willard. 

Starting then, he began setting aside time for spiritual retreats. 
“My goal is still to set aside one day a month to get into 
creation with my Bible and a journal and hang out with God for 
six to ten hours.” He says about these times, “We are never 
apart from God, but sometimes we get so busy that we don’t hear 
him knocking.”

The second practice he continues today is that of lectio divina or
divine reading. “For instance, this week, every day I’m reading 
slowly and praying through Psalm 19,” he explains. The purpose of
divine reading is not to get through the Bible quickly, but to slow
down and let each passage speak on a personal level. The practice
consists of not just reading, but reflecting, responding, praying, and
resting in God’s Word. 

Center, who says that in some cases, churches and agencies became
focused on outward growth at all costs, at the expense of the inner
life of the members.

These factors are just a few of the reasons why contemplative 
prayer strikes a chord with many evangelicals today. What does this
ancient form of prayer have to do with modern Christians? 
And how does it change how we regard the silence? To learn more 
read on . . . 

raw near to God”, the Apostle James wrote,
“and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8).
The practice of contemplative prayer—of drawing

near to God, of listening for His voice, of practicing 
His presence—has filled books and inspired sermons for 
centuries.

In A.D. 300 St. Augustine wrote, “True, whole prayer is 
nothing but love.” Some would say that the contemplative movement

is a movement back toward this type of prayer—this adoration 
of the living God, who loves us as His children, and who 
invites us into His presence, where we can experience fullness 
of joy. 

Alumna Dr. Jeannette Bakke ’61 describes contemplative prayer in 
her book, Holy Invitations, as “a loving gaze at God, or resting in 
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In a recent article in Time

magazine, Stanford professor

Donald Roberts said of 

his students, “There’s almost

a discomfort with not being

stimulated—a kind of ‘I can’t

stand the silence.’”

Are we, as Christians, any
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like Henri Nouwen, Richard J. Foster, and Wheaton alumnus,
Dr. Bruce Demarest ’58.

About the class, Dr. Wilhoit says, “College is a time when 
people come to uniquely own their faith. This class offers them a
thoughtful way to do that in a context that exposes them to the 

richness of the historic Church.”
But more than that, Dr. Wilhoit sees the class as perfectly aligned

with the College’s mission of preparing a student body to enter the
worldwide Church. He says, “Wheaton is For Christ and his Kingdom,
and growing in our spiritual discipleship—falling in love with Christ—
is an important part of this.”

As the pace of our culture becomes increasingly frenetic and harried,
the contemplative movement reminds us that perhaps what we as
Christians need is not to join the mad rush . . . but to embrace the
silence.

Or, in the words of the Psalmist,  “Be still and know that I 
am God” (Ps. 46:10).

Many find the  find the examples of contemplative
Christians who have gone before helpful. Brother
Lawrence for instance, was a 17-century lay

member of a monastery who sought to practice the presence of
God while scrubbing pots and going about his kitchen duties.
From his example, as well as the example of Job, who kept a
conversation with God flowing no matter what the circumstances,
Dr. Jerry Root, assistant professor at the Billy Graham Center’s
Institute for Strategic Evangelism, draws application for living a
prayer-filled life. He says, “As I speak to God in my joys with
thanksgiving, and when I come to him with questions in the midst
of adverse times, I am mindful of him and turning my thoughts to
him. I am practicing his presence.”

But most instructive is the model of Jesus’ own life. “I think if we
look at Jesus’ patterns, we see a person who practiced solitude and
who practiced retreats. We see a model of intentional disengagement
for spiritual purposes . . . a man in continual communion with God,”
says Dr. Wilhoit, who currently teaches a class on the Dynamics of
Spiritual Growth, in which he covers the tenets of contemplative
prayer. He says that for many students in our performance-oriented
society, the notion of resting in their identity as children of God is
not only refreshing—but life changing. 

Justin Charles, a psychology graduate student, grew up in a
charismatic church and then attended Bible college. He says about 
Dr. Wilhoit’s class, “I remember often in the past feeling anxious
about my devotional life. But the realization that this is not a
legalistic thing, that there isn’t a list of things I need to be doing, that
some of the healthiest parts are just resting . . . It’s much easier now
for me to be at peace.”

Just as students come from vastly different backgrounds, the
experiences are entirely personal. James Fischer ’06 will travel to
Benin, Africa, in July with the Peace Corps, and already had a strong
interest in social justice issues and health education before the class
began. He says the class helped him “come to the realization that
Christian living doesn’t simply involve social action, but that simple
union with God on a personal level is important.” And as a result, he
adds, “My prayer life has become a lot more vibrant.”

Class assignments include waiting on the Lord in solitude and
silence, sometimes for up to two hours. For student chaplain Ann
Taulbee ’06, this exercise led to a transforming discovery. “I learned
that I personally am able to hear the Lord’s voice. I can hear Him
speaking to my heart in prayer. I hadn’t grown up in a church
tradition where that was discussed, so that was really exciting for me.”

ike his students, Dr.Wilhoit experienced his own
“contemplative conversion,” and says people 
interested in finding out more might turn to authors
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“Contemplative prayer is

built around an expectation 

of hearing from God. . . .

There is a sense of the

need for divine perspective.
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Dr. James Wilhoit, Scripture Press Professor of

Christian Formation and Ministry
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A

Adam Morehouse ’03

is one of many

Wheaton alumni who

have served in 

Iraq since the conflict

began in 2003. 

During a brief

stationing at Wheaton,

he shared what he has 

seen and learned.

by Jeremy Weber ’05

WarandPeace

s First Lieutenant Adam Morehouse ’03 sped down the dark streets of
ar-Ramadi in his Bradley infantry fighting vehicle, time to think was a
luxury he simply didn’t have. Four of his platoon members had been
injured by a roadside bomb that June night, needing urgent medical care
at the American base on the other side of one of Iraq’s largest cities.

Uncertain of the way,Adam made split-second decisions, choosing
turn after turn, and got his wounded men to the base on time to save
two of their lives. It was one of many experiences in Iraq that the 25-
year-old will long remember—and one of many that has strengthened
his faith.

“You can’t really grieve because you simply don’t have the time to
deal with it,” says Adam, a native of upstate New York who returned
from Iraq this past July after serving one year in the violent Sunni
stronghold.“You have to get right back and accomplish your mission. . . .
If I weren’t 100 percent confident about Christ’s working in my life
beforehand, I can’t imagine doubting that now that I’ve been deployed.”

He had expected to serve a two-year stint in South Korea after leaving
Wheaton with a political science degree, but was surprised to find his
unit ordered to Iraq two weeks after he arrived.They changed
equipment, retrained, and in August 2004 flew to Kuwait to acclimate
before driving to ar-Ramadi in central Iraq.

Captain John Hoyman of Wheaton’s ROTC program says Adam is
one of at least 13 recent graduates who have already been deployed to
Iraq, or will be in the next nine months.“We don’t really have records of
alumni who graduated prior to 2003,” he explains.

The captain believes Wheaton’s leadership program provided
instrumental training for Adam.“He was a bit shy coming in . . . but he
left a confident leader. He graduated at the top of his class in his officer
basic course.”
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Wheeland ’96, chaplain of an Ohio reserve unit that came to ar-
Ramadi.They began to meet regularly and encourage each other.

Adam appreciates the efforts the military has made to establish a solid
infrastructure in Iraq and treat its soldiers well.“The Army is really
working to keep morale up for the soldiers in honor of the sacrifice
they are making by being over there,” he says.

He adds that the Army is helping the Iraqi people.Adam was
personally involved in getting medical supplies to health clinics and
stocking schools with supplies.“With one hand we’re trying to fight the
enemies, and with the other we’re doing our best to improve the quality
of life for the civilians,” he says.

Currently stationed at Fort Carson in Colorado Springs,Adam is
grateful not only to be out of “The Desert,” but also to have rejoined a
solid Christian community. He will long remember the times he felt
unsure of his ability to successfully and safely guide his soldiers—and
the times that God provided.

On one occasion Adam found himself planning a neighborhood
search where he needed to block a highway to contain the area, but also
needed to keep his men safe as they held that position for an eight-hour
period. Knowing that the longer an individual stays in one area, the
more vulnerable that person is,Adam worried if he had prepared for all
the contingencies.Then he laid down for a while and prayed.

“I felt an incredible calm and peace about what I had to do,” he
remembers.“And I knew that God was going to be in control of me
and my soldiers.”

Adam’s deployment in Iraq increased his confidence in his ability to
handle tough circumstances, and—more importantly—his confidence in
the Lord.“It has given me a reassurance that God is faithful,” he said,
“even in the worst situations.”

Trained as a field artillery officer,Adam spent his first six months
ensuring artillery and infantry units worked well together.Then he
picked up the added duty of civil affairs officer, keeping track of local
Iraqi leaders, businesses, and schools and assessing the attitudes of local
civilians. He accompanied platoons on patrols, searches, and raids while
also working to identify and meet needs in the community.

The civil affairs job was a perfect fit for Adam. He was able to talk
frequently with his fellow soldiers about how to treat Iraqi civilians,
often playing “good cop” to their “bad cop” as he worked to ensure
others were showing respect in the urban center of 450,000, where not
a day went by without some sort of hostile attack on American troops.

“That was hard to do,” explains Adam,“because you don’t know who is
innocent and who is hiding something under their robe to kill you with,
or who set off the roadside bomb that killed your buddy the other day.”

His battalion lost 17 soldiers in ar-Ramadi. In his brigade, 80 out of
5,000 died during that year in Iraq.And while Adam didn’t lose any
close friends, the losses of fellow soldiers were still difficult.

“It fuels your desire to do something while you’re there to ensure
that what they sacrificed was not in vain,” says Adam.

Time spent on patrols and missions was intense, but rest could be
found back at a secure base, now filled with surprising features such as
Internet access, video games, showers, and weight rooms—amenities the
first waves of American soldiers in Iraq didn’t have.

“It began to feel more and more like living on a normal base doing
normal activities,” says Adam.“Then, every once in awhile, you get a
mortar round coming into the base somewhere to remind you that
you’re in a hostile area.”

Lack of Christian fellowship was the hardest part of his deployment,
admits Adam. But in his final two months he met Captain Jeff
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En route to Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, where 

he is currently stationed, Adam (left) visited Wheaton

and assisted with ROTC training. 
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m any know Martin Luther as the monk who authored 

the “95 Theses,” but fewer know that after he left the monastery, he married.

Nearly five hundred years later, most would agree with Luther’s assessment 

of the beauty of two lives lived harmoniously together as one.

And while Wheaton matriculates any number of future Ph.D.s, M.Div.s,

M.D.s and the like—close to one third of alumni are married to fellow

Wheaton alumni, making the “Mr.” and “Mrs.” degrees overwhelmingly the

most popular.

W H E A T O N

“There is no more lovely, friendly and 

charming relationship, communion or company than a

good marriage.” — Martin Luther

families

building strong marriages

The sixth in a series focusing 
on issues faced by Wheaton families 

in today’s complex world

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

newlyweds Sam and Carole Shellhamer
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Few people know this better than Wheaton’s own marriage
therapists—those who have offered premarital counseling to
students for the last three decades. Dr. Sam Shellhamer, vice
president for student development, remembers assuming the role of
dean of students from Arthur Volle ’38 some 28 years ago, and he
and his wife, Carole, began counseling students shortly afterward.
“It just came naturally for us,” he says. “We love being married . . .
it is one of the greatest joys of my life.”

Over the years he has led engaged couples seminars in addition
to teaching courses on human sexuality and marriage, and he and
Carole continue to counsel about one couple per semester.

For Chip ’00 and Jessica Meldrum Sanders ’99, who both 
worked with Dr. Shellhamer at one time, this enthusiasm was not
only infectious, it was inspiring. “Hearing how affectionately 
Sam talked about his own relationship made us want to find out
more,” says Chip.

Even after couples marry, the Shellhamers try to follow up with a
“6,000-mile check up.”The vice president explains, “After about six
months, we meet for dinner to talk about their experience.That’s
when we see that the things we talked about have taken on whole
new meaning for them.”

Although they have now been married for more than a year,
Chip and Jessica continue to meet with the Shellhamers on
occasion.“It’s great to have that ongoing connection with them as
people living in community,” notes Chip.

And with such an enduring track record, the Shellhamers 
now have the pleasure of seeing their counseling come full circle—
as the children of some of the couples they advised come 
to Wheaton.

One such couple, Dr. Steve ’81 and Mary Muehleisen
Hawthorne ’80, may have graduated more than 25 years ago, but
they haven’t forgotten the lessons they learned. Now missionaries
to Bolivia and parents of Dan ’09, they saved the materials and
handouts from their counseling, translated them into Spanish, and
continue to use them in counseling other young couples through
their work with SIM International.

dditionally, one of the books the Shellhamers recommended
(To Understand Each Other by Paul Tournier) served as a building
block for their marriage. “We reread this book each year for the
first ten years,” Stephen adds.

But Dr. Shellhamer and Carole aren’t the only ones involved in
counseling students at Wheaton. In fact, when Dr. Rich Powers
took over as dean of students, he began leading the seminar for
engaged couples each semester with his wife, Jennifer.

Wheaton’s Counseling Center also offers premarital counseling 
in the form of psychological testing. Dr. Donald Ferrell 
served as the director of Wheaton’s Counseling Center for ten

years. “The students would each take the tests, and then we 
would huddle together to talk about the results,” explains 
Dr. Ferrell.

Roger ’03 and Haley Roembach-Clark Scharf ’03, now 
graduate students at the University of Minnesota, took advantage 
of both the Counseling Center testing and the engaged couples
seminar, finding both helpful.What they remember most 
is the honesty and openness of Dr. and Mrs. Powers. “Seeing 
what a strong Christian marriage looks like had a lasting impact
on us,” says Haley, who adds that one piece of advice has 
proven especially helpful as they navigate two separate graduate
programs. “We try to remind each other that we are fighting 
the stress together, instead of letting it come between us.”

The mentor-style counseling that Chad ’94 and Mindy 
Austin Rynbrandt ’95, M.A. ’99 received also made a lasting
impression. Married for 10 years with three children and a 
fourth on the way, Mindy says of the Shellhamers, “It was obvious
that there was a higher purpose in their marriage other than just
individual satisfaction.”

Chad says the counseling gave them a broader framework in
which to view their own marriage. “They encouraged us to look
at marriage as yet another forum or place through which God
sanctifies us and helps us to become more holy.We’ve found that
approaching marriage from that perspective makes those difficult
moments a lot easier.”

One key word of advice? Chad recalls, “I’ll never forget 
Sam saying, ‘Look for a way every day to affirm your 
spouse.’The natural tendency is, of course, to be critical, but 
Sam talked about making praise and encouragement a habit.
And as we watched them, we got to see that it was their modus
operandi. It is particularly compelling advice when you see 
it modeled.”

Steve remembers a story Sam and Carole told about a 
couple’s experience when a light bulb burned out. Both 
waited for the other to change the bulb because that’s how 
things had been done in their family of origin, until finally
someone exploded in anger. “Sam and Carole used the 
illustration to point out the importance of the expectations and
the assumptions we bring to marriage and how critical it is 
to discuss them beforehand and continue to communicate about
them afterward,” Steve says.

The Rynbrandts say this discussion saved their Saturdays,
since they realized early on that each had very different opinions
on how the day ought to be spent. “In Mindy’s family it 
was a matter of coming to agreement on which of the long 
list of projects would be accomplished, while in mine it 
was ‘how can I maximize the leisure in this day,’” Chad says.
Recognizing their differences, the pair decided to compromise—
they made a list of projects, and then slotted them in so that

a
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Saturdays could be split equally between work and leisure. “It’s
worked for us,” he affirms.

Today, Dr. Powers’ couples seminars cover everything from 
the biblical basis for marriage to goal setting, communication 
and conflict resolution, sexuality, in-laws, finances, child 
rearing, and marriage as ministry.They also offer a temperament 
analysis for interested couples “that can lead to helpful 
discussion,” Rich explains.

ut whether students receive their counseling through the
dean’s office, the Counseling Center, or the vice president’s 

familiesW H E A T O N

b

office, at Wheaton they will hear the counter-cultural message
that our Christian marriages serve as an earthly model of Christ’s
love for his bride—the church. And as such, our marriages are
sacred bonds.

“It is not just a relationship about two individuals and how
they feel about one another.There has to be a commitment there
that says, ‘I’m in this for the long haul,’” notes Sam, who adds
that counseling others for so many years has not only enriched
their lives with many deep friendships, it has also strengthened
their own marital ties. “It’s an integrity check on our relationship.
It forces us to ask,To what extent are we trying to live by the
principles that we are sharing with these couples?”

The Shellhamers would often

say, ‘It’s better to think together

than to think alike.’ Meaning

that even though Jess and I

won’t agree on every issue, we

can address issues hand-in-hand

rather than in an argumentative

style or in a selfish way.”

Chip Sanders ’00

Sam and Carole challenged us to

spend at least an hour a week in

face-to-face conversation. We

thought it wasn’t going to be a

problem at all, but it is a

challenge. We’ve found it does

set a good tone for the week if

we’ve taken the time to really sit

and hear one another.”

Jessica Sanders ’99

We made a pact at the very

beginning that divorce would

not be an option for us. That

made it feel safe to argue,

because we both knew that we

were going to work it out

somehow, and in the meantime it

was okay to be angry.”

Dr. Steve E. Hawthorne ’81

Learn as much about your

spouse’s experiences, especially

the painful ones, and see that

person in the context of his or

her whole life, not just from

when you’ve known them.”

Dr. Steve E. Hawthorne ’81

For us it has been really

important to make a regular

habit of praying together. 

We’ve done that from the first

day we were married.” 

Haley Roembach-Clark 

Scharf ’03

It’s advice I feel like we 

don’t take, but making sure 

to carve out time away 

as a couple is so important.

We’ve probably been able 

to do that one or two weekends 

a year, and that’s been a

blessing.”

Mindy Austin Rynbrandt ’95,

M.A. ’99 
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Time-tested Advice Wheaton couples note the advice that’s helped them the most.

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

left to right:

Chip and Jessica Sanders

Mary and Steve Hawthorne 

Haley and Roger Scharf

Mindy and Chad Rynbrandt
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Through film and theater, we often glimpse worlds far from our own—and meet people with 

whom we have no personal connection. But this season brought us two films with ties to 

Wheaton College’s history and legacy: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe and The End of 

the Spear.

If the land of Narnia feels like familiar territory to many alumni, it may be thanks to the 

Wade Center’s collection of C. S. Lewis’s papers and the many Lewis scholars on campus.

The movie’s $67 million box office opening (second only to Tolkien’s The Return of the King for

December debuts) proved that the story also resonated with audiences around the nation.

For everyone who saw the movie and wondered what Wheaton’s resident Lewis experts thought,

we bring you two perspectives: one from Dr. Christopher W. Mitchell, director of Wheaton’s Marion 

E.Wade Center, whose most recent article about Lewis, titled “Making Doctrine Dance,” appeared 

in Christian History Magazine; and the other from Dr. Jerry Root, assistant professor of evangelism and

the co-editor, with English professor Dr.Wayne Martindale, of The Quotable C. S. Lewis (Tyndale, 1990).

Alumni will also remember the story of martyred missionaries Jim Elliott ’49, Nate 

Saint ’50, and Ed McCully ’49.Their legacy is commemorated in The End of the Spear, which

opened in January—50 years after the missionaries’ deaths.The movie tells the rest of the story—

the transformation of the Waodani tribe—told from the perspective of another alumnus, Stephen 

Saint ’73. See page 32 for an insider’s peek at the movie and at the missionaries themselves.

A wardrobe and a biplane? Find out what’s been transporting
Wheaton’s audiences this winter.

WHEATON
a t  t he  t hea t re
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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In similar fashion, the book conveys the personal significance of Aslan’s

death for Edmund through a simple exchange between Susan and Lucy that

is completely missing from the movie.

“‘Does he know,’ whispered Lucy to Susan,‘what Aslan did for him? 

Does he know what the arrangement with the Witch really was?’‘Hush!

No. Of course not,’ said Susan.‘Oughtn’t he to be told?’ said Lucy.

‘Oh, surely not,’ said Susan.‘It would be too awful for him.Think how

you’d feel if you were he.’”

The inclusion of important elements such as these would only have

enhanced the overall production and our viewing experience as well.

But while I still feel the filmmakers missed an opportunity for greatness,

at the end of the day, I am grateful to Walden Media for their vision to put

Lewis’s Narnian tales on screen. I am happy that millions have been

enchanted by their first installment, and I pray that Prince Caspian takes us

all further up and further into the wonders of Narnia.

by Dr. Jerry Root, assistant professor of evangelism

C. S. Lewis believed that there is a kind of story, which having value in

itself, maintains that value in whatever kind of literary work in which it is

embodied. It is with this in mind that one must consider whether or not the

film The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe fulfilled expectations; that is, was

by Dr. Christopher W. Mitchell, director of the Marion E.Wade Center

In the summer of 2003, I was made aware by Walden Media that they

intended to make a major motion picture out of C. S. Lewis’s classic

children’s story, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. After reading a near

final draft of the script during the fall of 2004 and visiting the Disney Studio

in January of 2005, I confess that I had mixed feelings as I sat down to

watch the finished product. As the credits rolled by, I was convinced that I

had just experienced a very good movie. But on the other hand, I did not

think it was a great movie, and I believed that it could have been.

I have since watched it two more times and each time I have noticed that

I enjoyed it more. I suppose this is due, in part, to my success at being able

to separate my experience with the book from my encounter with its

screen depiction, allowing me to more fully appreciate the technological

mastery. For this I am grateful. But my initial sense that the filmmakers

missed an opportunity to achieve a level of greatness persists.What is it that

I believe they missed? 

Early on in the script-writing process, the decision was made to

emphasize the children’s relationships with one another, rather than their

relationships with Aslan. Similarly, the filmmakers chose to enhance the role

the children play in breaking the evil enchantment of “always winter and

never Christmas,” while downplaying Aslan’s involvement. As anyone who

has read the book knows, so much of the magic and power of the story

revolves around the very elements that have been minimized.

In the film, for instance, Aslan does not confide in Peter, alerting him to

the battle plans should he not be there to carry them out himself. As a

result, the film has more of a feeling of “boy who becomes a man on his

own feet” rather than “boy who becomes a man with Aslan’s help.”

R O O M T O  G R O W

T H E  T R A N S C E N D E N T  S T O R Y
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stone.The audience sees Edmund’s self-pity turn into real remorse as he

witnesses first-hand how his actions have impacted the life of another—and

realizes the peril in which he has placed his siblings and all of Narnia.This,

too, can be seen as an improvement to the original story.

If there is an unfortunate moment in the film, it can be found during the

conversation at the Beaver’s house when the children first hear that Aslan

can save their brother.There is no sense of wonder here; no mention that

Aslan is a lion; no tension as the children vacillate between the hope that

Aslan might save Edmund, and the fear of having to stand before a real lion.

While the loss of wonder at this point does much to diminish the majesty of

Aslan’s character, it is up to the viewer to decide if this ruins the story

completely.

Certainly there are enough elements of wonder which remain gloriously

intact: the impossibility that a world like Narnia can be encountered through

the doors of a wardrobe; that a lion, by virtue of the sacrifice of his life for

another, can make right that which is wrong with the world; and that flawed

children have the possibility of becoming kings and queens. In my opinion, it

is not a perfect retelling of the story; but it is a pretty good one! 

the movie as good as the book? It’s my belief that although there were

major deviations from the text, overall the film proves Lewis right—the

story prevails.

The first real departure comes almost immediately. In Lewis’s telling of

the tale, there is only one sentence devoted to the bombing of London

during World War II. In the movie, the events surrounding the bombing take

nearly ten minutes. Not only do these scenes familiarize moviegoers with

the circumstances of the day, they also provide the audience with a window

into Edmund’s character.While bombs are falling, Edmund ignores the voice

of his mother warning him to flee to shelter.Though she grabs the boy, he

breaks free and runs back into the house to retrieve the photograph of his

soldier father.This scene not only showcases Edmund’s defiance, but also

establishes his character as “everyman,” someone capable of both trouble and

tenderness.The story is perhaps made better by this addition. Certainly,

these scenes allow the audience to empathize with Edmund, whose failures

will later lead Aslan to offer up his life in exchange for the boy’s.

Another break with the book occurs when Edmund is imprisoned in the

White Witch’s castle. In the film, he watches the Witch turn Tumnus to
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About the Missionaries

Dave Howard ’49 is not only the brother of Elisabeth Howard 

Elliott ’48, Jim Elliott’s ’49 wife, he was also Jim’s roommate 

at Wheaton. He describes Jim and Ed McCully ’49 (both 

groomsmen in his wedding) as typical college students who 

loved to play practical jokes. But he also speaks of Jim’s serious 

side. “ The year he and I were living together in the dorm, I 

remember him telling me, ‘Dave we are learning so much from 

the Lord, we should be recording the lessons that God is teaching 

us.’” Dave’s sister later published these journals, which included

prophetic thoughts such as, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot

keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

Dave and his wife, Phyllis, were themselves missionaries in Costa

Rica when the men were killed. He remembers the phone call he

received, and the difficulty of getting to Ecuador quickly. Arriving

nearly a week after the men died, he spent several weeks with his sister

back at her jungle station. During that time, Life photographer-

correspondent Cornell Capa, was finishing his story.

Dave notes, “He had taken all the pictures, interviewed the wives,

and read the men’s journals, but said he still didn’t understand one

thing. And without it, he couldn’t write an adequate story. His

question? ‘Why did those men come here in the first place?’”

Dave says the five wives’ answers could be summed up in one 

word, “Obedience.They said their husbands obeyed the command of

Jesus Christ—to take the gospel to every creature.”

Our culture needs to hear this story to see an example of what 

can happen when we open God’s Word and let it transform us.”

Mart Green, producer, The End of the Spear

What’s it like to see a portion of your life’s story on the big screen? For

Stephen Saint ’73, filming The End of the Spear was an adventure in itself.

The movie brought with it not only the opportunity to give input into the

script, but also to do the stunt flying, and even try out acting (he played a

bit role). But as for the story, he says, “It’s God’s story—not mine.”

The movie is based on Steve’s book by the same name, and when asked

how true to life the movie comes, Steve admits, “Certain necessary liberties

were taken to join events and characters (50 years in 2 hours). But, the

story is true and the reconciliation and transformation are true.”

A living testimony to the power of this transformation, Steve says one 

of his most poignant memories is being baptized by two of the men who

speared his father and the other missionaries.

The significance of the story hit home for the cast and crew while the

cameras were rolling during “Aunt Rachel’s funeral.” Steve writes, “Dyuwi,

one of the men from the killing party, started praying and thanking God for

sending her to tell them about His Trail.” Soon, people started crying—

including the actress in the coffin playing Rachel herself. “After that,” he

writes, “no one on the set questioned whether this story was true.”

Today, Steve is the founder of a missions organization called I-TEC

(Indigenous People’s Technology & Education Center), which is devoted to

teaching people to use technology to reach their own for Christ. Half of 

the movie’s profits will go toward helping remote tribes like the Waodani.

“

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

50  Y EARS  L AT E R . . . THE  END  OF  THE  S P EAR
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Marilee A. Melvin ’72
Vice President 
for Alumni Relations

In 1988 I took up the assignment, along with colleagues on the

college staff and the volunteer alumni board, to connect alumni to

one another and to Wheaton. I have learned much about Wheaton

College and its alumni in my role at the Alumni Association.

As a child I lived in a world populated by my alumni parents and

their Wheaton friends. Even then I knew that Wheaton was a 

great college, beloved by people now spanning three centuries and

most of the world’s continents. Growing up with the families of my parents’

Wheaton friends, I came to understand that Wheaton alumni measured value by

eternal consequences seen only through the eyes of faith.As an adult I observed

that Wheaton has a worthy heritage and mission, well stewarded by its trustees

and presidents.As an alumnus I love Wheaton because godly and thoughtful

professors invested in me and my friends during our formative years, and those

friends are doing amazing things with their lives.The years have given me a 

front row seat to witness God’s faithfulness to us far beyond what we deserve, and

how could we do anything other than love Him and obey Him? By serving

Wheaton alumni I have witnessed God at work in and through their lives.

Stories of Wheaton people include not only achievements, excellence, and

prizes, but also struggle and pain and the tearing of relationships through conflict

or death. Our lives have valleys that cry out to be filled with the Spirit of the

Living God, to cleanse, heal, and restore our joy.

When I began my work at Wheaton, I knew that the eternal, omnipotent,

unchangeable God is jealous for the glory of His name. I have since learned that

when a College lifts the banner “For Christ and His Kingdom” over its people,

curriculum, and activities, it is of real consequence because God has given His

glory to His Son. Jesus Christ is the central reality of Christian higher education.

He is the central reality of history, creation, and our individual lives. His glory 

is a mission worth living for—it is worth spending life and life’s gifts to secure.

In summary, this is what I have learned at this learning institution, as its 

alumni director for nearly eighteen years: we do not serve God in great ways, but

we serve a great God in many small ways. It is in serving Him that we find the

meaning of our lives to the glory and honor of Jesus Christ.

THE PURPOSE  OF  THE WHEATON COLLEGE ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION I S  TO UNITE  ALL  ALUMNI  OF

WHEATON COLLEGE  INTO A  COMPACT ORGANIZATION FOR EFFECTIVE  COMMUNICATION WITH

EACH OTHER AND WITH THE COLLEGE , TO ARRANGE ALUMNI  REUNIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THE

FORMATION OF  WHEATON CLUBS  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COLLEGE  AND FELLOW ALUMNI , AND TO PROMOTE ALUMNI  GIV ING.

WHEATONa word with alum n i

Alumni Association

President

Robert D. Dye ’73 

President-elect

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Past President

Charles V. Hogren ’58 

Executive Director

Marilee A. Melvin ’72 

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni Trustee

Representatives

Robert. D. Dye ’73 

Charles V. Hogren ’58 

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Board of Directors

Serving through 2005

Daniel R. Branda ’61 

Frederick W. Claybrook, Jr. ’73 

Laurelyn Domeck Claybrook ’73 

Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77 

Benjamin J. Noonan ’04 

Judith Hamer Whitecotton ’64 

Serving through 2006

Paul T. Armerding ’75 

E. Susanne Francis-Thornton ’95 

William E. Orris, Jr. ’85 

Charles W. Schoenherr ’50 

Rachel Mazorol Seale ’04 

Sean P. Shimmel ’91 

Serving through 2007

Jan Renich Barger ’69 

Gary L. Campbell, MA ’02 

Paul D. Elsen ’71 

Mary Beth Willson Elsen ’71 

Jenai Davis Jenkins ’89 

David W. Salstrom ’53 

Daniel S. Taetzsch ’81 
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My office phone rang, and Wheaton
College President Duane Litfin was 
on the line. During the next few
minutes I learned that Marilee Melvin
had accepted an offer from Dr. Litfin 
to become the executive assistant to the
President, effective January 23, 2006.
As he spoke of the skills, traits, and
experience he was looking for in a
person to fill this new position, it
became obvious that Marilee would be
a great fit.And since the two had
worked together for the past 13 years
on the Senior Administrative Cabinet,
they already shared mutual rapport 
and respect.

I have served on the Alumni Board
and worked with Marilee for the past
seven years. In 2004 I became the

3 4 S P R I N G  2 0 0 6

preparations for more than 40 annual
Wheaton Club meetings around the
world and 15 Association trips abroad.
She has led in the development of the
Online Alumni Community, the
Alumni Mentoring Project, and
numerous other special projects,
including the Alumni Legacy Mural in
the Beamer Center. Marilee has 
helped facilitate the Alumni Board’s
distribution of hundreds of thousands 
of grant and scholarship dollars to

eleventh Alumni Association president
that she has coached and counseled
during the more than 17 years that she
has served as our executive director.

Since 1988, Marilee has worked
closely with hundreds—perhaps
thousands—of alumni. She has helped
plan and attended more than 100
alumni board meetings and more than
50 trustee board meetings. She has
overseen 17 Association board elections
(now international) and helped dozens
of new Association board members
serve the interests of Wheaton alumni.
In the process, Marilee and her staff
have developed a comprehensive board
manual that has become the standard
(and the envy) of similar organizations.

And that’s not all: Marilee has led

WHEATON ALUMNIa s s o c i a t i o n

Bob Dye ’73
Alumni Association President 

A Special Thank You to Marilee Melvin

In 1988, at Marilee
Melvin’s ’72 first
Homecoming parade as
the Alumni Association’s
new executive director,
she shared a ride
with directors from four 
previous decades: 
(l to r) John P. Taylor ’45,
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49, and
Edward A. Coray ’23.
(Wheaton’s first alumni
director was Ted Benson
’38.)
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several hundred students and dozens 
of faculty members. In addition to
that, dozens of Wheaton faculty
members have been sent on short-term
mission assignments in developing
countries. During her term as
executive director, 83 alumni have
been recognized as “Alumni of the
Year” for their distinguished service to
society, alma mater, and family.

She has shared with me that she
took special pleasure in carrying out
President Litfin’s request to affirm
Wheaton’s alumni of color,
encouraging them in urban ministry,
and working with them on special
events and other settings, and
appointing them to leadership posts,
in order to acknowledge their
importance in the body of Christ and
in Wheaton’s heritage and future.

I have always valued Marilee’s high
standards of excellence, her organi-
zational skills, her dedication, and her
desire for the Alumni Association to
give its best effort to support Wheaton
alumni. Marilee has willingly
contributed countless extra hours to
help us alumni prepare for our class
reunions, and in the many other ways
we relate to Wheaton. She and her
team have served alumni and the
College with integrity, professionalism,
and compassion.

Marilee, we thank you for your 17+
years of effective and faithful service to
the 39,000 Wheaton alumni now living
in 139 nations around the world.We
are pleased that you will continue to
be at the College in this vital new role.

ast fall, President Litfin set in motion the process of making Alumni

Relations an integral part of the Advancement division. The Alumni

Association Board of Directors, under the leadership of Bob Dye ’73,

carefully considered the short- and long-term effects of this move, and

fully endorsed this change by crafting a revised Joint Operating

Agreement, which became effective December 24, 2005.

This agreement protects the integrity of the Alumni Association while

enabling a synergy of mission and activity that will give even more

opportunity for involvement by our key stakeholders—our alumni.

Marilee Melvin championed this change, giving full energy and vision to

make this a collaborative, collegial, and successful undertaking. I am

deeply grateful to her for nearly 18 years of leadership in Alumni

Relations, as well as the extraordinary effort and graciousness in making

this transition possible.

On January 3, 2006, Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 assumed the role of

interim director of alumni relations/executive director of the Alumni

Association. Cindra, an associate director under Marilee from 1992-96,

brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the work of the

department while we conduct a national search for a permanent director.

We hope to have that position filled by July 1, 2006.

Be assured that the purposes for which the Alumni Association was

formed—meaningful involvement and participation by Wheaton alumni

in the life of the College—will always be our passion and priority.

Please continue to let us know how we can serve and partner with you,

and together make Wheaton all it can be in service to Christ and 

His Kingdom.

R. Mark Dillon

Vice President for

Advancement and

Alumni Relations

L

— Mark Dillon 
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Wheaton Club Events
Chicago February 24 Bob Lane ’72, CEO of John Deere & Co.
Houston, TX February 24 Joe Bean, Men’s Soccer Coach
Austin, TX February 25 Joe Bean
Ft. Myers, FL February 25 President Duane Litfin
Minneapolis, MN March 3 Dr. Wayne Martindale, Professor of English
Orange County, CA March 4 Dr. Jill Lederhouse ’75, Associate Professor of Education
Los Angeles, CA March 4 Dr. Jill Lederhouse
Washington, DC March 4 Dr. John Walford, Professor of Art
Raleigh, NC March 4 Dr. Bruce Howard ’74, Professor of Business & Economics
Winston-Salem, NC March 6 Dr. Bruce Howard
Sacramento, CA March 4 Dr. Ken Chase, Associate Professor of Communication
San Jose, CA March 5 Dr. Ken Chase
Greenville, SC March 5 Women’s Chorale Concert/Wheaton Club Reception
Tampa, FL March 8 Women’s Chorale Concert/Wheaton Club Reception
Champaign, IL March 10 Dr. Terry Perciante ’67, Professor of Mathematics
Winter Park, CO March 10-12 Jennifer King Soderquist ’77, Women’s Volleyball Coach
Orlando, FL March 11 Women’s Chorale Concert/Wheaton Club Reception
Detroit/Ann Arbor, MI March 11 Rob Ribbe ’87, Director of HoneyRock Camp
Seattle, WA March 11 Marilee Melvin ’72, Executive Assistant to the President 
Portland, OR March 12 Marilee Melvin
St. Louis, MO March 12 Dr. Dorothy Chappell, Dean of Natural & Social Sciences
Tahlequah, OK March 21 Dave Lawrenz ’74, Regional Director of Development
Phoenix, AZ April 7 Dr. Jerry Root, Associate Director, Institute of Strategic 

Evangelism, Billy Graham Center
Colorado Springs, CO April 7 Dr. Hank Allen ’77, Associate Professor of Sociology
Tucson, AZ April 8 Dr. Jerry Root
Denver, CO April 8 Dr. Hank Allen
Philadelphia, PA April 22 President Duane Litfin
New York City, NY April 28 Dr. Dave Johnston, Senior Vice President
Atlanta, GA May 6 Ita Fischer, Director of Career Services

Approximately 40 people attended our 25th annual Mid-Atlantic

Retreat in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Dr. Stan Jones,

Wheaton’s provost, brought us timely and insightful messages.

Others from the College were Neal Whitecotton ’63 and Dr.

Hudson Armerding ’41. Bill Stuckey ’50 and Gregg Garman ’71

brought morning devotions, and Bonnie Bachman presented two

special impersonations of Hannah Wesley and Fannie Crosby.

Roma Yorgey gave a high tea for the ladies at her home. Dr.

Armerding served communion on Sunday morning. The highlight

was our singing of the beloved hymns we remember so well

singing in Chapel—Wheaton people do love to sing!

If you’re from the Mid-Atlantic states area, plan to join us for

next year’s retreat on November 10-12, 2006.  Contact the Alumni

Office for further details as the time gets closer.

Marilyn Hancock ’56 

CLUBSw h e a t o n

Italy  Tuscany – Umbria – Rome
Sign up now!

Wheaton College Alumni Association Tour

September 4-15, 2006 Space is limited

October 17-28, 2006 ALL SPACES FILLED

Contact:

The Alumni Office or

Footstep Ministries 972-418-6103

www.footstepministries.org
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cast your vote today–online! 
Every year—as one of our 39,000 alumni—you have the opportunity to vote for your 

representatives to the Board of Directors of the Wheaton College Alumni Association.  

Now you can cast your ballot online! This will make voting easy for everyone—

but it will be especially helpful to those of you living overseas.

Here’s all you need to do:

Log onto www.wheatonalumni.org/vote and follow the instructions. You’ll be

able to see photos and read more about this year’s candidates.  

If you have not yet registered for the Alumni Online Community, you’ll want to.

You’ll not only gain access to the Alumni Board ballot, but you’ll also be able to

search for classmates in the online alumni directory, submit class news and photos,

get career advice, and much more.

We still welcome paper ballots if you prefer to vote that way.  Please contact the

Alumni office by phone at 630-752-5047 or e-mail us at alumni@wheaton.edu and

we will mail you a ballot.

Your 2006 Candidates for the Alumni Board:

Western States Representatives:

Christopher ’78 and Linda Rensink Perciante ’77

Bruce ’81 and Theresa (Lynn) Dixon Sidebotham ’82

Vote online or by paper ballot by June 15, 2006, for your vote to be counted.  

Cast your vote today!

We’ve Got Your Number

The CPO box doors from MSC are still on sale for $20 ($25 for larger brass

boxes) plus shipping costs. Own a piece of YOUR Wheaton College history

while supplies last. Specific numbers may be requested on a first-come,

first-served basis, and boxes 2131 through 3089 are now also available for

purchase. Box doors come as is, without hinges, and include their own key.

To order a box or ask for more information, e-mail CPO@wheaton.edu.

1970s Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72 
(confirm for two years to complete an unfinished term)

1980s Tim Stoner ’82

Bryan Bacon ’85

1990s Adonya Seldon Little ’90

Alison Krug Good ’95

1950s Mary Lynn (MeMe) Vasen Lemke ’51

Donald Amsler ’58 

1960s Egil Anderson ’61

David Zumdahl ’69

Because of the transition of Alumni Relations to

Advancement, the Board leadership will remain in place for

an additional year. A one-year extension coinciding with the

College’s fiscal year, with terms beginning July 1, 2006, and

ending June 30, 2007, is being implemented by Alumni Board

President Bob Dye, President-elect Matt Hsieh, and Past

President Chuck Hogren. The election of a new president-

elect will be postponed until the 2006-2007 fiscal year.

Regular board members serve a three-year term. Your

suggestions for board candidates are welcome through-

out the year. Final candidates are selected by a

Nominating Committee of the Alumni Board, which strives

to maintain a representational balance on the Board with

respect to gender, age, ethnicity, and life experience. 
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alumni to access all of the Career
Services resources online.You simply
have to log in to the secure network
using your Online Community
username and password.At that point
you will be re-directed to a variety of
online career resources, including:

Job postings
“How To” Downloads
Access to Career Consultants
Resume Referral Program
Career planning links to many
great resources
Graduate/professional school
information
And more…Come check it out!

Career Services has more than 500 job
postings and access to 900 Career
Consultants. Please connect with us so
that we can continue to connect you to
the growing Wheaton alumni network.

effective Christians by guiding students
and alumni through a Life Planning
Process, and the Career Services website
was built to accomplish this mission.

The website receives new job postings
per day, and the Career Services staff
aggressively forges connections with
employers in both for-profit and non-
profit organizations.

Need to write a resume or cover
letter but can’t remember how?
Download the Resume Handout right
from the website.Are you in mid-career
transition and would like to explore a
new field? Access the more than 900
Wheaton Career Consultants and
mentors in the database. Not quite sure
where God is calling you? Use the
SIGI-3 Career Assessment Tool and
make an appointment with a career
counselor.

The Career Services Office invites

Career Services for Alumni
Are you:

Looking for a job or looking to 

change your current job?

Looking for career-related advice?

An employer looking for high

performance resources?

If you answered Yes to any of these
questions, you will be interested to hear
about a recent partnership formed with
YOU in mind.

The Alumni Association and Career
Services are pleased to announce new
and improved online career resources
for Wheaton alumni.This partnership
has been created to take advantage 
of the Alumni Online Community and
develop a centralized tool for Wheaton
alumni.

The mission of Wheaton College
Career Services is to develop whole and

ALUMNIc o n n e c t i o n s

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

how to get started
1. Go to www.wheaton alumni.org

2. Select “Career Center” from the “Online Services” menu

3. Choose any of the available resources

4. Log in using your username and password for instant

access to all the Career Services offerings for alumni
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schedule of events

Friday, May 5, 2006

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Alumni Reunion Central 

11:30 a.m. Heritage Society Luncheon

2-4:30 p.m. Lecture by Dr. Mark Noll, “An Informal Intellectual

History of Wheaton College, 1956-2006” 

Various p.m. Class Reunion Events

8 p.m. Festival of Faith Concert

Saturday, May 6, 2006

8-11 a.m. Alumni Reunion Central  (Tickets & Hospitality)

8 a.m. Wheaton Associates Breakfast

9:30-11 a.m. Treasures of Wheaton Lecture

11 a.m. Alumni Punch Reception

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Alumni Celebration Luncheon

Various p.m. Class Reunion Programs and Photos

3 p.m. Graduate School Commencement

Various p.m. Class Reunion Events

Sunday, May 7, 2006

9 a.m. Baccalaureate Service

10 a.m.-1 p.m. Commencement Buffet

12 p.m. ROTC Commissioning Service

3 p.m. Undergraduate Commencement

Alumna of the Year

Alumna of the Year 2006 for Distinguished Service to Society:  

Elisabeth Fletcher Isaias ’46 

For a complete schedule, go to 

www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions;

Or call the Alumni Office at 630-752-5047

We invite you to come and enjoy the all-alumni and class reunion events

planned for Alumni Weekend. We look forward to seeing you.

Classes commemorating reunions this spring:

75th – Class of 1931

70th – Class of 1936 Chairs: Frank & Alice Miller

65th – Class of 1941 Chairs: Howard & Gabrielle White

60th – Class of 1946 Chair: Marjorie Ward Warner

55th – Class of 1951 Chair: Bud Knoedler

50th – Class of 1956 Chairs: Bob & Carolyn Comfort Weeldreyer

45th – Class of 1961 Chairs: Jerry & Corinne Olson Allen

40th – Class of 1966 Chairs: Terry Spangler & Carol Savage Plueddemann

35th – Class of 1971 Chairs: John Westra & Jan Nekola Watson

30th – Class of 1976 Chair: Stephen Posegate

save the date
Mark your calendar now for Homecoming 2006.

be made new

Classes commemorating reunions:

1981 / 25th   1986 / 20th  1991 / 15th    1996  / 10th 2001 / 5th   2004, 2005, 2006 / Cluster

Look for information in your mail, or call the Alumni office at 630-752-5047.

alumni weekend
may 5-7, 2006

October 6-7 Visit the Homecoming ’06 page on the Online

Community: www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions
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alumni news

Few people know teens like Rev. Colleen

Koppert Holby ’55. From the flashy, privileged

youths of Darien and Greenwich, Connecticut, to

the wounded, hurting kids outside New York City,

Colleen has devoted her life to young people. 

When she first began her job as the director of

pastoral care at Children’s Village, a residential

treatment center for troubled youth near New

York City, one conference speaker challenged

her: “You have an impossible job—don’t do any

more damage.”  These words have remained

with her daily as she works with the 300 lively,

and sometimes unruly, resident young men rang-

ing in age from 6 to 18.

“The hardest thing is that there is no quick fix,”

notes Colleen. Her goal for the last 28 years has

been to help these young men along the journey

of faith in hopes that they will realize how a rela-

tionship with God can dramatically change their

lives. Most arrive with deep wounds of anger and

depression stemming from abuse or neglect.

a Young Life
by Donna Antoniuk

Before joining the Children’s Village staff,

Colleen worked for 15 years on staff with Young

Life. The organization’s philosophies, first

encountered during her Wheaton days, still

inform her work today. 

“From Young Life I learned ‘it’s a sin to bore

anyone with the gospel’ and to ‘walk in wisdom

with those who are without.’” She explains that

these cornerstone philosophies have helped her

build relationships with the boys at the Village,

as well as with her colleagues, many of whom

are not religious themselves. “Sometimes we

Christians think we are the only ones who care

deeply,” she observes.

Colleen believes so strongly in the Young Life

approach, she raises money every year to send

30 of the boys to Young Life camp, which they

refer to as “paradise.” For Colleen, it serves as a

powerful incentive, eliciting good behavior and

faithful attendance at Bible study, and then cul-

minating in what is often a life-changing week.  

Though she’s been working at the same job for

28 years, the nature of her work does not lend

itself to settling into any comfort zones. “The

boys need so much that it is always difficult to

know how to start,” she says. She is very grate-

ful to her co-laborers, including her staff of

three assistants and Father Benedict Groeschel,

a former chaplain who continues to be involved

in the work among the Catholic residents.  

Despite the challenges, Colleen and her staff

find ways to offer hope. She credits philosophy

professor Dr. Arthur Holmes with challenging

her to excel, and to keep a Christ-centered

focus no matter the circumstances. 

One of the ways she brings these ideals to her

work is by recruiting a variety of Christian

speakers and musicians to offer encouragement

and inspiration. Just a few of these have includ-

ed acclaimed soprano Sylvia McNair ’78, former

New York Knicks team captain Allan Houston,

and Lisa Beamer ’91.

As her former associate chaplain Bill Paige

affirms, “Colleen is completely sold out to kids.

These kids have never had a greater advocate.”
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over forty years, this alumna

retains her enthusiasm for the

journey.

Colleen Koppert Holby ’55 
encourages a young friend at

Children’s Village in 1990. 
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Ever wandered an aisle of bath products that

smelled good enough to eat? Miriam Erickson

Brown ’84 certainly has—and what’s more, she’s

used those wishful thoughts as inspiration.

As president of Anderson Erickson Dairy, a

family-owned and operated manufacturer of 300

milk, yogurts, and juices to five Midwestern

states, Miriam is always looking to bring new

dynamics to traditional dairy.

“Whenever I’m shopping or driving around,

I’m dreaming up new flavors,” she says, having

brought vanilla pear (inspired by a shower gel)

and strawberry-rhubarb pie into a company line

of yogurts.

“They set our company apart from the 

competition,” adds Miriam. “And,” she admits,

“they’re a lot of fun.”

A communications major with a love for mar-

keting and radio, Miriam never expected to

return to the family business where, as a

teenager, she worked odd jobs from answering

phones to calculating depreciation on company

trucks.

But the Des Moines-based dairy, founded by

her grandfather 75 years ago, needed fresh mar-

keting support to remain competitive. So she left

her post-graduation job at a small Chicago pub-

lishing house to come work as a marketing spe-

cialist—the beginning of a 20-year journey

through the company’s ranks.

She credits Wheaton with giving her the pub-

lic speaking skills she uses daily in her duties,

especially as recent chair of two national dairy

industry boards. And yes, she laughingly admits

to having used the “land of milk and honey” ref-

erence to promote milk.

“Our family mission statement is to use our

gifts to God’s glory,” says Miriam, who empha-

sizes that it’s her faith that ultimately guides her

work.

Ten years ago, at age 34, she was diagnosed

with an aggressive breast cancer, but after a

year of treatment and multiple surgeries, God

brought healing—and a new focus.

“God is the only reason I am here today,”

stresses Miriam, who says facing death drew

her closer to Him in a way no other experience

could.

In the aftermath of the illness she has reeval-

uated her life, made changes, and sought more

balance. “I’ve said ‘no’ a lot more . . . that’s a

hard lesson for an over-achiever to learn,” she

says. Saying no has given her more time for the

things she and her husband, Gary, enjoy—

including downhill skiing, cooking together,

and church activities. 

Miriam also makes time for her six nephews

and one niece. “Around their birthdays, I always

have them spend the night. We usually do some-

thing fun like go to a movie and then wander a

bookstore together. It gives me a glimpse into

their lives . . . and it’s a lot of fun for me.” 

While the Lord’s direction has led Miriam

along a path she didn’t anticipate as a Wheaton

student, she says that she’s grateful for it.

“He’s given me so many opportunities that I

never would have dreamed of, from being a can-

cer survivor to being a ‘milkwoman,’” she

reflects. “I never could have pictured it. . . .

Never in a million years.” 
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Got milk? 

Dairy industry

leader Miriam

Erickson Brown

’84 has a lot

more than just

milk on her

mind.

the Milky Way

by Jeremy Weber ’05
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Many students graduate from Wheaton wondering

what they will do with their hard-earned degrees.

Biology major Jack Ruegsegger ’98 found himself

washing windows. 

Years later, he’s still at it—and loving it.

A second-generation alumnus, Jack returned to

his native Twin Cities (still home to his parents, Dr.

Michael ’66 and Mary Bergeron Ruegsegger ’66)

after graduation and resumed a longtime summer

job as a window washer to make ends meet while

applying to medical schools. None accepted him,

so he tried pharmaceutical companies, but again

came up empty-handed.

The following year, he found himself working

for Paine Webber as a stockbroker while still

washing windows on weekends with his brother,

Joe. 

“I was watching the stock ticker go by and

thinking, ‘This is so boring,’” recalls Jack. “Plus I

was actually making more money washing win-

dows than selling stocks.” He asked his brother, a

business major, about starting their own company,

and Joe agreed.

“I quit the next day,” says Jack. “And from

there it was destiny.”

The brothers founded Jack and Joe’s Window

Cleaning in May 1999, targeting affluent home-

owners in the Twin Cities. Business grew as their

reputation spread, and by May 2003, although they

had garnered 30 employees, they still couldn’t

meet the demand for their services. 

The brothers responded by launching plans in

November 2004 to franchise their model nation-

wide under a new name:  Squeegee Squad. They

closed their first franchise deal this January, and

plan to focus first on building a Midwestern base.

Jack had no idea that his old summer job would

become his career path. “I tried all these things

after graduation, but no doors would open,” he

said. “So I just went back to what I knew — win-

dow washing — and those doors kept opening.”

Jack’s time at Wheaton taught him two skills

essential to business: “how to manage time and

work tirelessly.” It also gave him a solid faith that

leads him to emphasize honesty, integrity, and

fairness in a business world that offers many

opportunities to cut corners. He says. “It’s all

about doing your job in a way that reflects the

good Lord and how He has affected you.”

No Pane.
No Gain.
by Jeremy Weber ’05

The brothers demonstrated these principles

this past year when they took on their two biggest

jobs yet, washing the host of windows at the two

Twin Cities megachurches they attend. The pro-

jects took days to finish, and the brothers donated

their services.

“The best part has been watching, firsthand,

divine providence as this company grows,”

reflects Jack, who notes that the company even

played a part in his brother’s marriage to second-

generation Wheatonite, Elise Anderson ’04

(daughter of Dean ’77 and Debbi Anderson). While

working for Wheaton’s advancement division,

Elise placed a fundraising call to Jack. Their con-

versation led to a summer job for Elise . . . and

wedding bells for Joe and Elise in 2004.

Reflecting on the past eight years, Jack says,

“The perfect timing of things that have happened

here . . . These things just couldn’t have worked

out by my own abilities alone.”

To get in touch with Jack, visit

www.SqueegeeSquad.com.

Top: Brothers Joe and Jack Ruegsegger ’98 (right) make

window washing a family affair.

Below: Joe met his wife, Elise Anderson Ruegsegger ’04,

when she interned for the Squeegee Squad one summer.
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Find out how one

alumnus turned his

summer job into a

franchise—with

soap, water, and a

little elbow grease.
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Mr. Joel C. Sheesley, professor/chair of art
The Next Generation

(Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2005)
A collection of contemporary artistic
works that creatively interpret the
meanings and symbols of the Judeo-
Christian religious tradition.

Ms. Nicole Mazzarella, visiting instructor 
of English
This Heavy Silence

(Paraclete Press, 2005)
A novel about family, faith, and facing
the past, set against the backdrop of the
rural Midwest.

Dr. Alan Jacobs, professor of English
The Narnian 

(HarperCollins Publishers, 2005)
A glimpse into the imaginative life of 
C. S. Lewis, exploring themes and events
that shaped his fiction writing.

Dr. Richard E. Butman, professor of
psychology and
Dr. Barrett W. McRay, assistant professor of
Christian formation and ministry 
Modern Psychopathologies

(InterVarsity Press, 2005)
A resource for students and mental health
professionals that addresses contemporary
secular understandings of psychopathol-
ogy in relation to a Christian worldview.

Dr. Mark Amstutz, professor of politics and
international relations
The Healing of Nations (Rowman and
Littlefield Publishers, 2005)
An exploration of the relationship
between forgiveness, justice, and
reconciliation in various social, political,
and cultural contexts of conflict.

Recommended Reading from

Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of their more recent books.

WHEATONa u t h o r s

Reading Romans Through the

Centuries (Brazos Press, 2005)

Wheaton professors Jeffrey P.

Greenman (associate dean of biblical

and theological studies), Mark Noll

(McManis Professor of Christian

Thought), and Timothy Larsen (asso-

ciate professor of biblical and theo-

logical studies) contribute to this

compilation of perspectives on Paul’s

Letter to the Romans—a biblical text

at the heart of some of history’s

greatest theological disputes, includ-

ing the Protestant Reformation. Co-

edited by Drs. Greenman and Larsen,

Reading Romans Through the

Centuries discusses how twelve

leading lights of church history

understood Romans, from Augustine,

to Luther, to Calvin, to Barth. 

Order Reading Romans Through

the Centuries and any other 

faculty books from the Wheaton 

College Bookstore: on the Web,

www.wheatonbooks .com ; by

phone, 630-752-5119; or by writing,

Wheaton College Bookstore, 501

College, Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Vincent Bacote and Ms. Laura C. Miguélez,

assistant professors of biblical and
theological studies
Evangelicals & Scripture

(InterVarsity Press, 2004)
A series of essays evaluating the meaning
of evangelical doctrine in Scripture 
with consideration to both the human
and divine dimensions of the Bible.
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National Award Recognizes

Alumna’s Work in Literary Arts 

CHICAGO— Karen Emerson
Thomson ’69, executive director of
Literature for All of Us, accepted the
2005 Coming Up Taller Award 
on behalf of her organization during 
a special ceremony at the White House 
on January 25, 2006.

Presented by First Lady Laura Bush,
the award recognizes outstanding arts
and humanities programs that not only
celebrate the creativity of America’s
young people, but also provide learning
opportunities and chances for them to
contribute to their communities.
Literature for All of Us is a literary arts
and literacy organization that helps
impart the joy of reading and writing to
young women in Evanston, Illinois, and
the greater Chicago area. For the past
nine years it has helped young women
and teens discover their strengths
through literature by engaging them 
in book groups, fostering literary

Wheaton’s faculty for 27 years. “I have
very much appreciated working here, but
this is a new opportunity that I’m looking
forward to. . . the chance to contribute to
a research university. I actually see quite a
bit of continuity in this progression.”

John McGreevy, chair of the department
of history at Notre Dame, notes that the
university was attracted to Mark for his
interest in “global Christianity.”

“Mark is a good historian, very talented
and distinguished,” McGreevy told
Christianity Today. “We’re eager to
welcome him.”

Wheaton Provost Stanton Jones added
that Mark’s departure is one of the most
painful announcements he has had to
make in his nine and a half years as
provost.“I was inspired by his balance of
maturity and thought,” Jones said.“I think
he has helped us break caricatures of
evangelical anti-intellectualism. . . . Noll is
an exemplar of all that’s good in Christian
academia. He set the standard of what it
means to be a Christian scholar and a
Christian teacher.”

Evangelical Historian Heads 

for Notre Dame

WHEATON, Illinois—Dr. Mark Noll
’68, professor and Endowed McManis
Chair of History as well as one of the
nation’s premier scholars of evangeli-
calism, will be leaving Wheaton College
to assume a new position at Notre Dame
University in South Bend, Indiana,
replacing another respected historian,
Dr. George Marsden.

Renowned among evangelical scholars,
Mark has served as an inspiration and a
role model for students and colleagues
alike. His contributions include the 1994
book, America’s God: From Jonathan
Edwards to Abraham Lincoln, which was
named “the most significant work of
American scholarship” by The Atlantic in
2002. He also helped found the Institute
for the Study of American Evangelicals,
and was named one of America’s 25 most
influential evangelicals by Time magazine
in 2005.

“My emotions are mixed,” admitted
Mark, who has served as a member of
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in August 2000.
“The goal I have had is to surround

myself with people who are smarter than
I am, have a similar passion, and possess
the very high standards that Deere stands
for,” Bob told Industry Week. “Our
products continue to stand alone in
productivity, innovation, and value. . . .As
we are successful there is no question that
there is a whole group of people who
can take a bow.”

Choir Director Wins Grammy Gold

ANN ARBOR—Director of choirs and
chair of the conducting department at the
University of Michigan School of Music,
Jerry Blackstone ’74 was honored with
two Grammy awards on February 8 at the
48th annual ceremony, held in Los Angeles’
Staples Center.William Bolcom’s
Songs of Innocence and of
Experience, for which he was a
choir director, was recognized as
the year’s best classical album, as
well as the best choral
performance. Jerry joins Sylvia
McNair ’78, John Nelson ’63, DMUS ’89,
and Sarah Carns ’95 as one of several
Wheaton alumni to have received this
coveted award.

According to U.S. News & World
Report, the graduate conducting programs
at the University of Michigan rank first in
the nation. Jerry is considered one of the
country’s leading conducting teachers, with
students who have received first place
awards and become finalists in both the
graduate and undergraduate divisions of
the ACDA National Choral Conducting
Awards competition.

Alumnus Named CEO 

of the Year 

MOLINE, Illinois— Chairman and
CEO of John Deere & Co., Robert W.
Lane ’72, was recently named CEO of
the Year by Industry Week magazine 
for his supervision of the $21.9 billion,
168-year-old company. Under his
leadership, the manufacturer well known
for its top-performing farm machinery,
commercial and consumer equipment,
and forestry equipment, has cut
inventory and other costs in addition to
paring non-productive assets.

Bob was chosen to succeed Hans
Becherer as CEO five years ago because
of his ability to conceive, communicate,
and execute new ideas that could 
take the company to the next level.

A former banker and Deere’s CFO
from January 1996 until March 1998, he
also served as president and COO prior
to being named chairman and CEO 

discussions, and encouraging them to
write poetry.

“We are thrilled to receive national
recognition for our life-changing
program,” said Karen.“Every day, we 
see young people wake up to the power
of the written word and their own
ability to make sense of the world as
they make sense of the word.”

Literature for All of Us was one of 
15 programs from across the country
selected to receive the prestigious honor,
initiated in 1996 by the President’s
Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities, and partnering with the
Institute of Museum and Library
Sciences, the National Endowment for
the Arts, and the National Endowment
for the Humanities.Although more than
250 nominations were received in 2005,
Literature for All of Us was the only
organization from Illinois to receive an
award this year, which included 
$10,000 and a commemorative plaque
recognizing its achievements.

National Endowment for the Humanities Chairman

Bruce Cole presents the 2005 Coming Up Taller

Award to Karen Emerson Thomson ’69 (second from

left), executive director for Literature for All of Us,

shown here with program alumna Sonjacharde

Mixon and First Lady Laura Bush.
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political issues and elections.
During my sabbatical next year, I will

be writing a book tentatively titled 
Before Left and Right: What Every Christian
Needs to Know about American Politics.
Instead of repeating dogmatic arguments
from the political left or right, this project
will describe key elements of the
American political system and help
Christians apply their faith to their voting
and civic participation. Drawing upon
themes from 1 Corinthians 12 and 13, I
build a case for politics as a means of
demonstrating love in action and building
the body of Christ.

This book will not claim to provide the
only Christian interpretation of politics
and political issues; instead, it begins with
two central assumptions: first, that we all
“see through a glass, darkly” and therefore
should exercise humility when discussing
politics; and second, that the diversity of
the body of Christ makes room for
Christians to disagree on many political
matters. My hope is to educate and
inform readers so that they will 
be equipped to serve Christ and His
kingdom in the public square.

Amy E. Black, who earned her Ph.D. from
M.I.T., specializes in American politics and
currently serves as the vice president and
president-elect of Christians in Political
Science. She and her husband, Dan Treier,
assistant professor of theological studies at
Wheaton, have found that religion and politics
can indeed make an excellent combination.

subjects is not always comfortable and
easy, such conversations are not only
valuable—they are essential.To under-
stand American politics today, one needs
to understand the ways in which reli-
gious values and beliefs inform political
behavior.To enter political debates about
candidates and public policy, one needs
working knowledge of the structure and
limitations of American government.

I often hear people voice frustration
with public discourse about Christianity
and politics. From mainstream media
portrayals that often fail to “get” religion,

to the caricatures of Christians as single-
minded ideologues, popular notions of
faith and politics are often oversimplified
and flawed. Compounding this problem,
some churches preach ideology and
single-issue politics instead of training
parishioners to think biblically and
theologically about politics and public
policy. American Christians have very
few resources to help them develop a
thoughtful and informed approach to

One need not be well-versed in the
intricate details of rules of etiquette to
know some basic truths about the
unspoken rules of “polite” conversation.
There are two topics that a polite guest
never broaches at a dinner party: politics
and religion.

Why might etiquette books warn
people to steer clear of these subjects?
Why are discussions of religion and
politics so often taboo? It seems to me
that the answer is quite straightforward:
many individuals have very strong, deeply
held beliefs about both.

Conversations about religion and
politics tap into core values and beliefs, so
these discussions can easily become
deeply personal and polarizing.
Consequently, far too few people engage
in open and honest communication that
crosses religious and ideological lines.

As a scholar of American politics who
teaches at Wheaton, I constantly examine
the intersection of religious and political
worldviews.Although tackling these

by Dr. Amy E. Black, Associate Professor of Politics and International Relations

Breaking the Unwritten Rules

WHEATONf a c u l t y  v o i c e

American Christians have very

few resources to help them

develop a thoughtful and

informed approach to political

issues and elections.

48089_57_64  4/24/06  1:57 PM  Page 60



by Dale Hanson Bourke ’75

WHEATONp u b l i s h e d  a l u m n i

never known, playing roles on stage that
make me forget I know the actor,
capturing images with his camera that
stun me with his artistry and technique. I
have become a spectator in my son’s life,
a fan who applauds from the audience.

I warn that to whom much is given,
much will be required, and he smiles
indulgently, for he knows this and lives
it, with remarkable benevolence. He puts
his arm around me, offering solace
because he senses that I am being left
behind. Neither of us would have 
it any other way, but that does not mean
I do not grieve this passage.

I do not know where he will go.
I pray he occasionally remembers where
he has been, with joy in the memories,
but not nostalgia. I am the one who 
is left to smile at photos of little boys and
tuck away favorite stuffed animals. I am
the one who must let go, for he already
has. It is the natural order of things for
him to move on and for me to smile
bravely, turning away so he does not see
the tears.

W H E A T O N 5 7

Dale Hanson Bourke ’75, is the author of Second

Calling—Finding Passion and Purpose for the

Rest of Your Life (Integrity), The Skeptic’s Guide

to the Global AIDS Crisis (Authentic), and five

other books. A syndicated newspaper columnist

and consultant to humanitarian organizations,

she lives just outside Washington, D.C., with her

husband, Tom. They are the parents of Tyler, 18,

and Chase, 22.

P H O T O :  T Y L E R  J .  B O U R K E

Letting Go

Occasionally, I see it in his eyes: a
flicker of doubt; a passing concern. But
mostly he is wide-eyed and optimistic,
a young man with his entire future
unfolding before him.

It is my job to encourage such
optimism and assuage the fears.“You are
going to do amazing things,” I say to 
my son, the actor, photographer, writer,
and humanitarian. Now I am the one
who is acting. I say the words, but
occasionally my eyes well up with tears
and I must turn away so he cannot 
see my own neediness.

In this role I have played for 18 years,
I am now called upon to push my son
forward, away from me and from his
childhood, into a world of the unknown.
In an unraveling of all those instincts that
once protected, corrected, and defended,
I now affirm his independence and allow
him to make his own mistakes.

He is not afraid, nor am I, really. I
know him to be responsible, resourceful,
and gifted. He knows himself better 
than I knew who I was at the same age.
My fears are not for him, but for me.
Motherhood no longer defines me 
in the ways it once did. I am now the
mother of grown men and I must
constantly fight back the tendencies that
served me so well when they were boys.

My son’s talents leave me breathless at
times and I no longer have the
experience to offer meaningful advice.
He has already crossed into worlds I have
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anyways, these holes are for looking at
stars. How’re you supposed to see the
stars if you’re all closed in by a solid
roof?

Before we got the aluminum, I would
take Roberto in the fort at night and we
would lie on our backs and look up at
the stars.We would look up into our
square of sky and always see the same
stars. I told Roberto about when me
and Mama stayed out on the beach until
it got dark, and we lay on our backs to
look at the stars. Only, on the beach you

not on the sand.That makes Roberto
giggle, but I just tell Mama that I sure
am building my house on the rock
’cause I got this nice solid cement under
it, and it won’t fall down.

One time when I was really little—
Roberto wasn’t born yet—we went
down to the coast and me and Mama
tried to build a sandcastle on the beach.
We were almost finished when this big
wave came, and one whole side of the
wall fell in. I was just getting ready to
get mad when Mama started yelling,
“Tidal wave! Tidal wave! Diego, hurry
and get the king out!” So I pretended to
get the king and his beautiful queen out
of the castle, and we ran up the beach.
We built a new castle where the waves
couldn’t come, and that one stayed.We
made the king and queen live there
forever in happiness.

So I told Mama that our fort wasn’t
any old sandcastle—we were building
on solid cement and we had us a good
aluminum roof, if you just pretended the
rust holes weren’t there. Mama said,
“What’re you gonna do about that
holey roof when the rains come?” But I
told Mama that it’s the dry season, and

Yesterday me and my
little brother dragged a
rusty piece of aluminum
all the way from the
bottom of the dump up
to our house. Nobody
else wanted it because it
had so many holes in it.
But we’re going to use
it for our fort—we
made this fort on the
back patio, right next to

the pila (outdoor sink), and we’ve been
working on it for a long time.

So far me and Roberto just have the
walls, but we’re going to make that new
piece of aluminum our roof. One of
our walls is the side of the pila and the
other one is made out of these pieces of
cartón (cardboard) we found at the end
of our street.We use a few broken
concrete blocks to make the cartón stand
up straight.Today we have to figure out
how to make the aluminum stay on top
of the cartón, since it’s so heavy.

Sometimes when we’re working on
our fort, Mama’s washing in the pila,
and she’ll start singing that song about
building your house on the rock and

WHEATONr e a d i n g s

by Sarah Lambrecht Pollock ’01

Sandcastles and Stars

Sarah Lambrecht Pollock’s book, Sought After (Xlibris, 2004), tells the stories of the 

children of the Guatemala City dump—the untouchables of Guatemalan society 

who are often turned away from schools and even churches. Though these scavengers 

face unimaginable hardships, Sarah’s book centers on the truth that these same 

children are sought after by the Almighty God. Each vignette, like the following excerpt,

illustrates how these children live, and how their lives reflect the glory of God.

Excerpts

from Sought

After, written

by Sarah

Lambrecht

Pollock ’01.
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at stars I’m going to try to figure out
what star God lives in. Mama keeps
telling me that God is too big to live in
a star, but I think God’s smart enough 
to build a star where He would fit, and
I’m sure He wouldn’t want to be just
wandering all around the universe
without a place to live. He probably
made a really special star just to have His

home in, and I bet from there He can
look out and see all the other stars, just
like me and Roberto do. Except I bet
He can see a lot more stars than us,
because He’s God. I wonder if He can
see us from His star. Mama says God can
see me all the time, so I better be good,
but I bet He can see me the best when
I’m lying in my fort looking up at His
star. I bet He looks right back at me,
and I bet He makes sure that His star is
always in the square that I see from my
fort, so that I’ll know that He’s there.

because what if we go to the coast
again? He won’t have any fun if he won’t
go in the waves. He said he would just
build sandcastles, but then I told him that
the sandcastles won’t stay up unless you
use wet sand, and how are you going to
get the sand wet, huh, Roberto? Then
Roberto got all these crinkles in his face
and Mama told me to stop bothering.

After we fix our roof, the next thing
we have to do is figure out how to
make a door next time we go down to
the dump with Mama. Mama lets us
look for stuff to build our fort with
while she collects plastic bags, but if
she’s having a bad day and can’t find a
lot of plastic, then we have to help her
because otherwise we won’t get enough
money to buy dinner.We always have a
real nice dinner when Mama finds lots
of plastic.

The next time me and Roberto look

can see a lot more sky than you can
from the fort.There were so many stars
we couldn’t even count them. Roberto
didn’t believe me at first because we
count the stars we can see in our square
and usually there’s thirty-four, but
sometimes only twenty-seven. But then
Mama told him it was true—at the
beach the sky is bigger and it’s just

crammed full of stars. So then Roberto
believed me.

Roberto told me this morning that
maybe we shouldn’t put the aluminum
roof on because then we would see even
less stars—just the ones through the
holes. So I told him we’d fix it so we
could take it off when we wanted to
look at stars and put it on when it rains.
That was okay with Roberto, since he
doesn’t like to get wet. Mama almost has
to tie him up to get him in the bath. I
told Roberto he should like water

W H E A T O N 5 9

Sarah Lambrecht Pollock ’01 went to Guatemala City in the fall of 2000 as a participant in the Human Needs and Global

Resources (HNGR) Program. There she tutored the children who live and work in the Guatemala City dump, and 

began conducting interviews for this book. After graduation, Sarah returned to Guatemala to teach English for two years.

She currently teaches middle school English at Fox Valley Christian Academy in Neenah, Wisconsin. The proceeds 

from her book will help raise money for Potter’s House, a Guatemalan-run ministry that serves the scavengers.  

It can be purchased from the Wheaton College Bookstore, www.wheatonbooks.com.
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how to pursue Christ with a humble
heart.”

Though he’s temporarily traded in
wide-open spaces for the confines of city
life, Jeff has no regrets.“Christian
education is why I came to Wheaton,” he
says.“The CE program gives you the best
preparation . . . by disciplining your own
heart in growing in Christ to know how
to daily live out the Christ-life.

“God is extremely active at Wheaton,”
he says.“He knew that I needed this
education and no doubt has provided
every step of the way.”

“I realized then that life is about
reacting to what Christ has done—to the
hope that He brings to every day of our
lives if we are consumed with Him,” Jeff
explains.

Since then, Jeff has developed a passion
for spiritually mentoring other young
men. He completed two years toward a
Bible degree at Trinity Western
University in British Columbia, Canada,
before transferring to Wheaton in 2003.

In addition to serving on the
Discipleship Small Group Cabinet, which
meets weekly with DSG leaders for
encouragement and prayer, he also
engages in a more relaxed form of
discipleship he calls “relational ministry,”
forming friendships with others for their
faith growth and support.“There is
nothing I enjoy more than watching my
brothers grow, learn, and get excited
about God’s Word and then apply it to
their lives,” he says.“My life revolves
around God and bringing people closer
to Him.”

These days Jeff is considering a 
career in full-time ministry and a possible
return to Africa. He says he will take
lessons learned from friends and mentors
with him—lessons as foundational 
as how to look at truth.“From Dr. [Jerry]
Root I’ve learned to look at truth 
not as something I’ve fully grasped,
but as a foundation that I will build on
for the rest of my life.This has helped
protect me from narrow-mindedness.
[Professor] Jim Wilhoit, taught me 

For Christmas of 1997, Jeff Buster ’06
received a gift he didn’t think he
wanted—a new life in another country.
A 14-year-old at the time, Jeff relocated
from his family’s 32,000-acre cotton farm
in New South Wales,Australia, to
Kalispell, Montana, with his parents, Sam
’81 and Michelle Robertson Buster ’80,
and siblings James, Julie, and Joanna
Buster Hoffman ’03.

He admits coming to Wheaton was a
bit of a shock, and while he misses the
mountains in Montana, he says the
Wheaton/Chicago area “is chock-full of
beautiful architecture.”

Jeff, who graduates in May with
bachelor’s degrees in Christian education
and Bible/theology and a minor in
psychology, has indeed traveled far—both
literally and spiritually. Growing up
surrounded by mostly Christian family
and friends, he admits he took his faith
for granted up until his early teenage
years, when a missions trip to Zambia
gave him new perspective.

“I found a people who were reliant on
God. He was the best thing they had, and
they worshipped Him with so much
sincerity, joy, and satisfaction,” recalls Jeff.
This caught him off guard in the context
of the poverty he witnessed—mud walls,
grass roofs, dirty streets, and ragged
clothing.When he returned home, he
couldn’t help but compare the Christ-
filled lives of these materially poor
believers to the complacency of his
spiritual life in Australia.

WHEATONs t u d e n t  p r o f i l e
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by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

A Well-Traveled Wayfarer

Jeff Buster ’06
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at how well the country seemed to be
functioning.“I was expecting to see a
country that was wounded—or suffering
in a more explicit way,” he says.“The
legacy of the past had been somewhat
repressed, so talking about it required tact
and sensitivity. It was evident that they
were on the road to healing, but that it
will be a long process.”

During last summer’s trip, Dr.Amstutz
spent two weeks meeting with religious
leaders and government officials, as well
as visiting one of the many prisons in
Rwanda, and interviewing officials at the
United Nations International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in
Tanzania.

He also had the opportunity to attend
a “gacaca” (communal system of justice
or literally,“courts on the grass”) trial.
These courts encourage people to
confess to their crimes, make a public
apology, and then offer reparations
before reintegrating back into society.

At the local trial Dr.Amstutz
attended, he interviewed a man who
had pled guilty to killing three little
boys.“I asked him why he disclosed his
culpability. He said, ‘I wanted to sleep
well at night.’Then I asked, ‘Are you
sleeping better?’ His response was, ‘Oh,
yes.’”

Drawing on his knowledge of the
reconciliation process in other countries,
Dr.Amstutz found himself encouraged 

Author of The Healing of Nations, Dr.
Amstutz has spent time in South Africa,
Chile,Argentina, and Northern Ireland,
researching and writing about methods of
reconciliation.

By far the poorest of these nations,
Rwanda’s hillsides are covered with small
subsistence farms, and it is distinguished
by the widespread suffering of its people.
Dr.Amstutz explains,“I carry in my
mind’s eye the image of a church—a
small parish—where roughly 2,000 were
hacked to death. It has never been
cleaned up—so you see bones, soup
spoons, New Testaments . . . bullet holes
in the walls.”

Despite the visibility of past atrocities,
Dr.Amstutz found himself most surprised

In places like Rwanda, South Africa, and
Northern Ireland, there is much to
forgive. How, after all, does a nation bind
itself together after the deaths of so 
many mothers, brothers, children, and
husbands?

For the last 10 years, Professor of
Political Science Dr. Mark Amstutz has
been studying the ethic of forgiveness in
lands of turmoil. Last summer, he traveled
to Rwanda, where genocide killed 
an estimated 800,000 people (roughly 
10 percent of the population) in 1994.

“I went not to try to understand the
genocide, but to see what sorts of things
are being undertaken to try to heal 
the mistrust between the Hutu and the
Tutsi,” he notes.

WHEATONi n  t h e  w o r l d

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

The Ministry of Reconciliation

“Forgive us our debts . . . ”
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at the way the gacaca system is working
in Rwanda and the role that truth 
telling is playing in bringing people
back into society.

“I returned a critic of retributive
justice. . . . I am now far more critical of
the traditional emphasis of simply
singling out and focusing on the
culpability of a few people. Getting the
top leaders is important, but even 
more important is trying to create the
conditions that assist reconciliation.”

With about 70,000 people still
incarcerated for their part in the
genocide, the nation is far from finished
dispensing justice.And while the
tribunal system has brought many to
trial, Dr.Amstutz believes some of the
money currently allocated to the ICTR
might be better spent in helping those
who were wronged, including the more
than 25,000 women who were infected 
with the AIDS virus.

He explains,“I met a woman who

was raped and now has AIDS, who said
to me, ‘Foreign countries are spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to find the leaders and bring them to
justice, while the real people who suffer
from the genocide have gotten
nothing.’”

He recognizes the significant impact
of humanitarian programs sponsored 
by Christian organizations such as World
Relief and World Vision, but believes 
the local churches will play the most
significant role in the healing process.

“If there is to be reconciliation, it will
be because the Rwandan churches 
are not trying to forget the past, but to
confront it in a redemptive way,
using faith as a means to guide the
reconciliation process,” he says.

Living in a primarily Christian 
nation, the people in Rwanda’s churches
did nothing to oppose ethnic
discrimination. Some church leaders 
not only justified, but even encouraged

the mass killings of 1994.
Dr.Amstutz hopes that one of the

many lessons his students will learn from
Rwanda is how much we are all
creatures of culture.“What many of the
Rwandans did is beyond the scope of
my human imagination . . . and yet the
people I met in Rwanda seemed like
pretty normal people.”

For him, the experience drove home
the reality of sin, and the importance 
of vibrant faith as a check on the
institutions, beliefs, and practices of any
society.

“As Christians, we are supposed to go
out and redeem the structures of society,
but we need to watch that we’re not
corrupted by any institution or by the
culture itself.”

Editor’s Note: Dr.Amstutz is in the process
of publishing a paper on his research titled,
“Is Reconciliation Possible After Genocide?
The Case of Rwanda.”

W H E A T O N 6 3

This spring Dr. Amstutz is teaching a class on Forgiveness and Reconciliation. Just one of many stories he

will share with his students illustrates the power of the faith by which we forgive . . . and are ourselves

forgiven:  “There was a woman who was raped and whose husband and children had been killed. She

suffered deep depression, until she realized, by faith, that if she didn’t forgive, she would be incarcerated by

the pain of her past. After requesting to speak in jails, she wound up meeting the man who killed her

relatives, hearing his confession, and forgiving him in person. When he was released, he and his fiancé had

nowhere to go, so the woman asked them to stay with her. Instead of seeking justice, this woman sought to

facilitate healing and restoration . . . enabling her former enemy—and herself—to start a new life.”
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the search for wisdom. Hearing the voices
in the public arena make their cases for or
against this idea or that, said Isocrates, was
akin to listening to an intelligent person
reasoning through a difficult issue aloud.
The marketplace of ideas was simply
society thinking out loud.

In this light, truth claims, far from
being precluded in the public arena, are
viewed as having genuine social value.
“How can the people wisely pass
judgment on the past or take counsel for
the future,” asked Isocrates, ”unless they
examine and compare the arguments of
opposing speakers, themselves giving an
unbiased hearing to both sides?”The
social function of truth claims in the
public square is larger than the aims of
any given speaker.At the macro level
their purpose is to provide counsel to a
free people, to help them make informed
decisions, both individually and
corporately.

Fortunately, it was this brighter vision
of discourse, where all sides can be heard
and listeners are free to choose, that won
the day, particularly in the realm of
education.These were the ideals, not
Plato’s, that wound up shaping the West’s
concepts of what an educated person
looks like and how a society of free

people should conduct itself.
These democratic ideals were never

interpreted in overly individualistic
terms, of course.At its best and freest
the open arena of discourse always made
room for schools of thought.Whether
we call to mind the ancient schools—
the Peripatetics, the Stoics, or Plato’s
own Academy—or the countless other
formal and informal groupings of
thinkers who have voluntarily banded
together through the centuries, such
schools of thought have strengthened
the cultural dialog by allowing a
synergism of the like-minded to make
still stronger contributions than
individuals working alone could muster.
Such schools have therefore traditionally
been viewed as valuable contributors to
the marketplace of ideas.

We at Wheaton College are committed
to these historic democratic ideals,
convinced that a healthy academic arena
will value the intellectual contribution
not only of individuals but also of
voluntary communities of committed
teachers and learners.This is the historic
context required to understand and
appreciate the unique contribution of
Christian colleges to our contemporary
academic dialog.

How do Christian colleges propose the
secular academy view them? As valuable
voices contributing to America’s plural-
istic marketplace of ideas.

The principles that undergird
democratic ideals such as “the market-
place of ideas” and “pluralism” reach back
at least to the ancient Greeks, but more
to figures such as Isocrates than, say, to
Plato. Plato was skeptical of democracy
because he distrusted the dêmos, the free
citizenry. He considered them not much
more than rabble. In his view the contrib-
utors to the public dialog were usually
misguided and tendentious. He therefore
disdained their efforts, believing they
could lead few to the truth since they
had not yet discovered it for themselves.

Isocrates, who was Plato’s contem-
porary and prime competitor for the
allegiance of Athens’ youth, took a
broader perspective. He viewed the voices
in the public arena as contributors to a
larger macro-dialectic by which a people
searched out their way.Thus he set as
parallel to one another public voices
contending “on matters which are open
to dispute,” and the informed individual
seeking light for himself “on things which
are unknown.” Both, Isocrates argued, use
the same faculties for the same purpose:

A healthy academic arena will value the intellectual

contribution not only of individuals but also of voluntary communities 

of committed teachers and learners.”

“

Duane Litfin President

This is the eighth in a series of President Litfin’s reflections on the nature of Christ-centered
higher education, and what this means for the mission and future of Wheaton College.
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In 1981, 31 families began investing in the lives of Wheaton students.

Now, 25 years later, 1,610 families continue this legacy.

During the past 25 years, Wheaton Associates together have given more than 

$120 million toward: 

• Christ-centered academics

• technological innovations

• financial aid and scholarships

• opportunities for life-changing internships around the world

Thank you for your prayers, and for reflecting His glory to the nations through the 

lives of our students.

For more information about how to become a Wheaton Associate, please  

contact the Office of Advancement or the Alumni Office at 1.800.525.9906.

Imagination is...Imagination is...

a reflection of God’s image within us.

Celebrating 25 years of stirring students’ imaginations 
Wheaton Associates 1981 – 2006

48089_cover_u1  5/1/06  9:10 PM  Page 3



Art of Contrast

Although William Koechling ’72 has watched both

the method and the medium of photography evolve

with the passage of time and the introduction of

new technology, this 34-year veteran photographer

still prefers the classic technique of shooting in

black and white. 

“Color can sometimes be distracting,” he

explains. “Black and white narrows the focus

considerably, and adds a timeless quality. It forces

me to look at form and texture a little bit more.”

Bill, who freelances with corporate

organizations and ministries alike, adds that

people are his favorite subject matter. These twins

were photographed for children’s Sunday school

promotional materials, commissioned by a client in

urban ministry. 

“I like this one because it captures both of the

things that I really like to do—taking photos in

black in white, and taking photos of people,” notes

Bill, who began his career shooting black and

white photography after receiving his degree in

art. Today he and his wife, Cindy Hutchins

Koechling ’73, still live in Wheaton, Illinois, having

raised five children.

To view more of Bill Koechling’s work, visit

www.koechlingphoto.com.

“Twins”

photographed by William Koechling ’72

©2003
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