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Letter from 
the Editor

You, our readers, are uppermost in our minds as we decide on article topics for

Wheaton. Some articles will interest you more than others, I’m sure. But in this issue is

a topic especially important to me—alumni who have children with special needs

(pages 28-30).

You see, my friend and colleague, Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90, wrote the

article. She and her husband, Doug ’90, know firsthand about parenting a child 

with disabilities since their fun-loving, five-year-old son, Samuel, has Down Syndrome.

My youngest brother also has physical and mental disabilities.At some early point,

before birth or shortly after through illness or accident, Mark suffered brain damage.

His speech is impaired; his gait is stilted; his cognitive skills are affected; and when he’s

hugged, he doesn’t hug back. He is 50 years old, and my oldest brother is his guardian.

But Mark is amazing. He lives alone, drives a car, and still has the carpet cleaning 

job he’s held for 30 years. He’s a good reader who, unlike many of us, can actually

program his VCR/DVD player.

He has a record collection—hundreds of 45s and 78s—that he has organized 

so well that they are indexed on 3x5 cards in his meticulous handwriting. Not that he

needs to refer to them.Ask him about a song from the 1950s to the 1980s, and 

he’ll likely tell you the title, who sang it and when, and the name of the record label.

He’ll even do a pretty good job of singing it for you. No wonder that the local

“oldies” radio station calls him when they get in a pinch.

And he makes us laugh.

About ten years ago, Mark, my mother, and I were driving in the Texas Hill

Country to visit my father’s grave when I perceived what seemed to be the perfect

“preachable” moment.

“Mark,” I said,“have you noticed that, as the highway reaches the top of each hill,

we can’t see the road beyond? We can only trust that the Texas Highway Department

has completed the road and we can continue on.

“That’s how life is,” I continued.“We don’t know what lies ahead, but we can trust

that the Lord has made a way for us.”

Without missing a beat, he countered,“Yeah. But what if there’s a truck comin’ at ya?”

During his lifetime, Mark has run smack into a truckload of disabilities.And

although the road certainly was not one we would have chosen for him, its route has

shown us the beauty of life and the provisions of our Lord.

Have you run into any trucks on your life’s journey? Probably.

Our article about people with special needs may interest you, too.
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(Eph. 3:19)? God’s goal for the church at
Ephesus, as for us, is to be filled with all
the fullness of God. How does this
translate into business?

New Testament Christianity is not just
a “religion” practiced by humans to
induce The Supernatural to enhance our
lives, is not living in the Judeo-Christian
tradition, is not intellectually holding
certain beliefs, observing certain
“religious” practices and following
standards generally accepted by
“evangelical” Christians.

The challenge facing all of us is, for
Christians in business as well as in all
walks of life, in trust and obedience, to let
Christ live His life out through us
whether it be in interacting with fellow
employees, planning a budget, cooking
dinner, helping our daughter with her
homework, installing a furnace, or
formulating company policy.This may
include, but goes way beyond, humanistic
definitions of success, and hence should
be articulated as such.

Would to God that the focus of my
alma mater would always be on,“I live, yet
not I, but Christ does the living in me.”
That is true “Christ-centered education,”
as President Litfin would say. Would to
God that for all of us the definition of
success would be what God has defined.
Gordon Loptson ’49
Willow Street, Pennsylvania

I thoroughly enjoyed the article in winter
2005 about how one defines success.

Each of the four people who were
interviewed did a different slant, but the
important thing is each had the right

several months meeting with me weekly.
The time with her was life-changing, and
I often tell about her when I give my
testimony.

Today my husband, Greg Livingstone
’62, M.A. ’68, and I lead a church-
planting team among the Malay people,
but we have been in overseas missions
work since our marriage in 1962.

It was such a delight to see Myrra’s
picture, and it made me want to thank
her for the influence she was in my walk
with my Heavenly Father.
Sally Coltman Livingstone ’62
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Comfort Amid Tears

Someone at Philadelphia Biblical
University (a Wheaton alumnus) gave me
a copy of Phil Ryken’s article “Emilie’s
Mark.” They had recently lost their
granddaughter, and said that the article
gave them some comfort. My wife,
Doris, and I lost our first child, and the
article was very special to us.
Ronald W. Ferner
Dean, School of Business and Leadership
Philadelphia Biblical University

Defining Definitions

The article “Defining $uccess” fell short
by not mentioning God’s definitions of
success—goals that cannot be achieved by
any human effort no matter how
intelligently planned and how disciplined
in execution, goals that can only be
attained by Christ Himself doing the
living.

Is our goal, our definition of success to
“be filled with all the fullness of God”

Blest Be the Tie that Binds

Time . . . . I usually don’t have enough of
it to do more than glance at our Wheaton
magazine, although I keep them, hoping
for a longer look.

Today, alone on a bus, traveling back
from the Black Sea, I had time to savor
the articles in the autumn 2004 issue,
many of which cover people I’ve known
personally much of my life:

Ken and Margaret Taylor lovingly cared
for and supported my parents’ mission
work in Zambia.We stayed with them
for part of one furlough when I was a
teenager.

Harold and Bonnie Jo Adolph and my
dad were in medical missions together in
Africa—they in North Africa, our family
in South Central.We prayed for them
through the decades.

Steve Morscheck and I were students in
the Conservatory in the 1980s, but I left
to study literature.The Morschecks
remain kind friends.

I see that although far away, I am knit
in with cords of love and friendship to
the community, the family of Wheaton
alumni.Thank you for reminding me that
the heritage I have is wider than genetics
or geography. God is with us.
Becky Wenninger Faber ’83
Bulgaria

I noticed a photo in the autumn 2004
issue of Myrra Koppin ’39, who was
posing with her reunion class. Myrra
played a significant role in my life as I
was struggling with assurance of my
salvation in the early 1960s. She spent
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pastor’s wife, and parent of three sons,
reflecting on those times, I can only
imagine the hours of agonizing prayer
that must have attended his decisions.
Nancy Davis Stidham ’69
Lakeside,Arizona

Tennis Shorts

What a great article you provided on my
wife Cathy Wooten Culbertson ’76,
about her currently attending Queens
University on a tennis scholarship. I had
kept the article a secret from her, so it
was a total surprise, a Christmas present
of sorts. She has had a friend or two
contact her from the old Wheaton days
and that has been a blessing as well.

I am very proud that both Cathy and
our daughter, Helen ’03, are Wheaton
alumni.
Rod Culbertson, Jr.
Vice President for Student Development
Reformed Theological Seminary
Charlotte, North Carolina

year at Windsor Park Retirement Center,
he asked me what he had been asking
himself for years.“Is Wheaton still
holding to the truth?  Is it being
faithful?”

Last month as I walked through the
new Beamer Center and out onto the
Commons, I suddenly experienced a
deep sense of God’s presence. It seemed
as if there was a shaft of glory sitting
right there on the land.

I do not remember all that came to 
my mind and heart that day after that
experience, but I did come away from it
with a confidence that God has not only
visited us in the past but that He is very
much at work right now, though quietly
at times and always privately in the hearts
of men. He is preparing us again for more
of Him and all He wants to be for us.

Dad’s spiritual heritage to me stirs me
to say this. Let us hold on to what we
have already attained and keep pressing
on to the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus. For He who called us is faithful,
and He will do it.
Beth Green Balman ’70, RN ’66
Carol Stream, Illinois

God’s Hand on Wheaton

Thanks for publishing the excerpts from
The Hand of God, by Hudson T.
Armerding. I was a student at Wheaton
during President Armerding’s tenure.We
were not an easy generation of students
to govern.The turmoil of the ’60s was in
evidence on the campus. Dr.Armerding
demonstrated the love and grace of
Christ when responding to the challenges
we presented.As a public school teacher,

core.Through the years I’ve been very
pleased to tell people that we have many
fine colleges and universities in the
United States that are Christian
institutions, but probably, year-in and
year-out, there is none finer when 
it comes to their commitment to Christ
and the balance of academic excellence
than Wheaton College. In that light, there
certainly couldn’t have been a better
editorial for this particular issue of your
magazine than Dr. Litfin’s. It was like
adding a cornerstone to the pragmatic
application of the four people
interviewed.

Thank you for encouraging the
thought that excellence in business is best
built and monitored by one’s personal

faith in God through Jesus Christ.
Thomas S. Haggai
Chairman and CEO, IGA, Inc.
High Point, North Carolina

As I was perusing through the
winter 2005 Wheaton, I caught
the word “integrity” twice.
Two faces were shown and
articles written about their
lives. Immediately, tears started

running down my cheeks 
and my emotions welled up as
my father, Frank Green, came 
to mind.

My dad chose a career
teaching chemistry at Wheaton
over a fifty percent higher paid
position as a Ph.D. researcher.
He said he wanted his life to
count for Christ.

When I visited him his last

WHEATONletters

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine the

suitability of letters for publication and

to edit them for accuracy and length.

Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.eduFrank Green
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Anderson Commons dining hall was virtually empty

when students raised funds for tsunami relief.

C A M P U S  N E W S

Wheaton Fasts for Tsunami Relief

Contributing an estimated $14,000 
for tsunami relief in Sri Lanka,
approximately 1,500 students and many
faculty members opted to skip meals 
on Wednesday, January 26, as part of a
school-wide “Day of Prayer and Fasting”
fund-raising drive.

For the fast, students were encouraged
to forego meals in Anderson Commons
and donate the money from their meal
plans to the relief effort.The College
allotted $10 for students on the 18-meal
plan, $7 for those on the 13-meal plan,
and $4 for those on the 7-meal plan.

At least $8,000 in additional funds 
were collected from donation baskets, as
well as from t-shirt sales by the College’s
chapter of Liberation in North Korea,
for a combined total of approximately
$22,000.

Members of campus organizations
such as LiNK, Plowshares, the Student
Global Aids Campaign, the International
Justice Mission, and the Christian
Service Council met in early January
with Chaplain Stephen Kellough and 
Sri Lankan student Shanya Ilangakoon-
Perera ’05. Shanya was home with her
family over the holidays when the
tsunami hit and shared her personal
account of the tragedy in Chapel 

(read her story on pages 14-15). In
discussing Wheaton’s response to the
disaster, the committee decided that the
best way to contribute to the relief
effort would be to give to the Four
Square Gospel Church in Sri Lanka,
where Shanya’s father is a pastor.

Chaplain Kellough explained,“This 
is an extraordinary response to 
an extraordinary world situation.We
normally make a point of not soliciting
funds from students, faculty, or staff 
in this way . . . but because of the
nature of this disaster, and of our desire
to respond in Christian compassion,
there was widespread interest on campus
in making this effort.”
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New Tuition, Room & Board Charges Are

Announced

Annual student charges for undergraduate
students, including tuition, room, and
board, will increase by 4.9 percent next
fall, from $26,466 to $27,760, admini-
strators announced. Graduate student
tuition will increase by 5.5 percent, from
$502 to $530 per credit hour.

The actual amount of a Wheaton
undergraduate education, however, costs the
College $10,000 more per student than 
this published price—and that does not
include any financial aid a student might
receive.This extra amount is provided
primarily through endowment investment
and gifts from individuals—alumni, parents,
and friends—in addition to donations from
foundations and corporations.

“Wheaton College continues to keep
tuition as reasonable as possible, while
providing a quality education of the
highest standards,” said Controller Patrick
T. Brooke, who explained that the increase
is necessary to keep up with the rising cost
of maintaining a private academic
institution. Used primarily to fund existing
academic programs rather than enhance
them, this year’s increase is considerably
lower than last year’s 7.5 percent, and the
6.6 percent from the preceding year.

According to Senior Vice President for
finance David Johnston ’65,Wheaton’s
tuition increases have been relatively
consistent with comparable colleges. It
remains among the least expensive of 
the top 70 US News and World Report
national liberal arts colleges, and is ranked
eighth in the 13-member Christian
College Consortium.

Artist Series Features Handel’s Messiah
World-class soloists united with the choral and orchestral forces of
Wheaton College in Edman Chapel for two stirring performances of
G.F. Handel’s Messiah, on February 25 and 26. Maestro John Nelson
’63, D.Mus. ’89, one of the world’s most versatile and accomplished
conductors, directed the group, which included soloists Twyla
Robinson (soprano), Daniel Taylor (countertenor), Ben Heppner
(tenor), and Gerard Sundberg (baritone), supported by the Wheaton
College Concert Choir, Symphony Orchestra,Women’s Chorale,
Men’s Glee Club, and the West Suburban Choral Union.

Nelson is particularly noted for his interpretations of large
Romantic works, his performances of the operas of Berlioz, and for
his vibrant and stylish performances of Baroque music. He is
currently the music director of the Ensemble Orchestral de Paris.

When asked what drew him to this project, Nelson replied,“The
privilege of working with college students, doing this great piece
that we think we all know, was a huge attraction to me.”

Maestro John Nelson ’63, D.Mus. ’89

Soloists Ben Heppner, Gerard Sundberg, Twyla Robinson, and Daniel Taylor.
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Wheaton in the News

Time Magazine Spotlights Three Wheaton

Alumni

Three of Wheaton’s own were
recognized in TIME Magazine’s list of
the 25 Most Influential Evangelicals 
in America, featured in the February 7
issue.

Michael Gerson ’86—Although he recently
stepped down as President Bush’s chief
speechwriter (a position he has held
since the 2000 presidential campaign),
this former journalist shares Bush’s
devout Christian faith, and his view that
Providence in human affairs should be
reaffirmed in the public square.

Billy Graham ’43, Litt. D. ’56—A legendary
evangelist who needs little introduction,
Reverend Graham has had the ear of
presidents for five decades, but is most
renowned for his passion for soul-saving.

Mark Noll ’68—A widely respected
evangelical scholar and historian who has
written extensively on evangelicalism 
in America, Dr. Noll helped found the
College’s Institute for the Study of
American Evangelicals, and remains a
distinguished member of the faculty.

Reamer ’06 told the Wheaton Record.
“We’re really looking forward to the kind
of dialogue that is going to go on after
this [week].”

Students Host AIDS Summit

The Wheaton College Chapter of the
Student Global AIDS campaign hosted a
nationwide Students AIDS Summit on
campus from February 17-19, gathering
Christian students from across the country
to consider how North American
Christians can respond with compassion
to the AIDS pandemic in Africa, India,
Southeast Asia, and other parts of the
world.The campaign is a national
movement begun at Harvard University
in 2001, and the Wheaton College
chapter exists to foster awareness and
activism in Christ’s name for those
suffering from HIV/AIDS as it spreads in
the two-thirds world.

Speakers at the conference included
Meredith Long ’71, M.A. ’72 director of
international health programs at World
Relief; Steve Nelson of Opportunity
International (a micro-lending firm
working to relieve poverty in Africa);
Christopher Yuan, a Moody Bible
Institute student living with HIV; and
others. Members of the Grammy-winning
band Jars of Clay also shared how they
became involved in HIV/AIDS work, and
talked about their innovative organization,
the Blood:Water Mission. Band members
founded the mission to urge college
students and community leaders to get
personally involved in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.

S T U D E N T  N E W S

Annual Missions in Focus Conference

Targets Urban Ministry 

“Identify:Yours is the Kingdom” was 
the theme of this year’s Missions in Focus
Conference, held February 6-9, on
Wheaton’s campus.Addressing social
justice in an urban context, the
conference’s purpose was to make students
aware of missions not only in the tradi-
tional sense, but also of opportunities to
serve the Lord in everything they do, ex-
plained MIF chairperson Valeri Chow ’06.

The student-organized conference
featured keynote speakers Jim Wallis and
Rev. Soong-Chan Rah.Wallis is the
founder and editor of the Christian
magazine Sojourners, a publication
promoting the discussion of faith, culture,
and politics. Rah is the founder of
Cambridge Community Fellowship
Church, an urban ministry-focused
church in Cambridge, Mass.

Another noteworthy event was the
Welfare Banquet, during which students
were given a “taste” of socioeconomic
discrimination. Each table had place
settings representing upper class, middle
class, urban poor, and welfare recipients.
Depending on where students sat, they
received meals and service corresponding
to their assigned economic class.

Although all students paid the same
price for the meal, only one student per
table received upper class food and
service; in some cases, the welfare
recipients didn’t receive any food at all
until the upper class had started dessert.

“It’s been great to hear the student
response,” MIF logistics manager Bob
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Dr. David Ianuzzo, chair of the kinesiology department, instructs students in the

kinesiology laboratory, used to study the response of human subjects to exercise

and other stressors. Students can use the lab to investigate changes in body

metabolism, study blood chemistry, conduct cardiovascular stress tests and

evaluations, and examine the biomechanics of human movement. The lab is also

equipped for motor learning and nutrition lab experiments.

private foundations and organizations.
His industrious networking and
collaboration with a University of
Kentucky professor also indirectly
yielded funds that helped support his
research at Wheaton.

Today, undergraduate involvement 
in research projects has become the
standard way to educate future
scientists. Such research has grown
increasingly expensive, while funding
has grown fiercely competitive, private
funds have decreased, and available
government funds have drastically
increased.

“There is an emerging need among
scientists for more funds for both
equipment and student research,”
observes Dean of Natural and Social
Sciences Dr. Dorothy Chappell,
former chair and professor of biology.
Government grants to support research
involving undergraduate students 
are one way to help meet this need.

Wheaton College once accepted such
grants, explains Provost Stanton Jones.
“We received grants from both the
National Science Foundation and the
Atomic Energy Commission as late as
the 1960s,” he says,“but subsequently a
growing concern about government
intrusion and control of private higher
education prompted the College to take
a cautious path by backing away from
such grants.”

While recognizing that those fears of
intrusion “were based on real concerns,”
Dr. Jones notes, the Board of Trustees
and administration have recently re-
investigated the issues and found that

graduates was recognized as key 
to developing new scientists, Dr. Bruce
welcomed students to join in his
research, taught them how to write
abstracts, invited them to scholarly
meetings, and credited them as 
co-investigators in published articles.
In so doing, he helped shape a number
of today’s leading scientists.

To defray the costs of funding such
undergraduate research, Dr. Bruce
worked diligently to earn support from

Grants Increase Opportunities
for Undergraduate 
Research in Natural and
Social Sciences

The late Dr. David Bruce, professor 
of physiology, was a pioneer not only 
in studying the biochemistry of
hibernation, but also in the way he
conducted research. Long before
research collaboration with under-
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due to policy changes and the federal
government’s various faith-based
initiatives,“government regulations no
longer preclude the College from
participating in federal grant programs
because of its evangelical Christian
identity.”

To meet the challenges of
contemporary science education, as 
of January 1, 2005,Wheaton’s faculty
are now able to receive government
grants to fund equipment, research, and
programmatic related costs, so long 
as the institution’s identity is not
jeopardized or compromised. Should
the legal situation change, the College
will revert to its “no government

funds” policy.
Dr. Chappell clarifies that science

education includes instruction in the
classroom and beyond into the
laboratory—from an instructional
model to a discovery model. Christian
students learn to be scientists by
learning alongside faculty mentors
conducting science.“The funding base
must expand to meet growing 
expense of this kind of education, or
ultimately,Wheaton College will
produce fewer scientists,” she says.

Citing the research of former
professors such as Drs. Bruce, Neal
Brace, Dorothy Chappell, Narl Hung,
and others, the Provost notes,

“David had a deep commitment to involving undergrads with significant scientific research, and his 

drive made him do it well and thoroughly,” says Janet Bruce, the wife of the late Dr. David Bruce,

professor of physiology. In fact, The American Physiological Society, which consists of 10,500 members

(most of whom hold doctoral degrees in physiology, medicine, and related health professions), has

memorialized Dr. Bruce by creating four annual scholarships for undergraduate research in his name.

(Below) Dr. Bruce is shown here with his former student, who is now Dr. Saara Kanervikkoaho Crane ’93.

“Wheaton is regarded as one of the top
liberal arts colleges in the country for
producing scientists, with about 
34 percent of our science alumni going
on to receive a doctorate of some 
kind.That success is a product of past
faculty and student collaborative 
work.We must keep that legacy alive.”

While this policy also will benefit the
social sciences and education, it is
especially significant in natural sciences.
Current statistics indicate that liberal
arts colleges train a large percentage of
undergraduates who eventually
complete doctorates in the natural
sciences.

The Provost will monitor the 
process of application for government
grants to ensure that the various grant
requirements present no conflicts 
with the mission and identity of the
College. If such were to be the case,
the grant would not be pursued or
accepted.

In addition, the College will take 
no government funds for facilities 
or other permanent improvements.
The faculty is committed to guarding
the College by researching the major
agencies that provide grants, reviewing
their requirements, and ensuring that
no conflicts exist.

“Some have asked whether this
signals a change to emphasizing
research over teaching at Wheaton, but
that is not an option.We remain a
teaching institution first,” Provost Jones
says.“For us, it’s not teaching versus
research—it’s teaching through
research.”
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Summer 2005 is fast approaching
and you, too, can take part in another
summer at HoneyRock by sending
your kids or grandkids. And 
be sure to tell your friends and
neighbors about HoneyRock and
share a piece of its wonderful history
with them. Day, Residential, High
School, and High Road Wilderness
Programs are available for kids of 
all ages. Check out HoneyRock
online at www.honeyrockcamp.org
or call: 888-859-9525.

Don’t miss your opportunity 
to take part in this great Wheaton
tradition!

WHEATONn e w s

For 55 years, HoneyRock has been
serving the Wheaton community 
and beyond with its timeless camper
programs and solid summer
leadership opportunities for students.

HoneyRock has remained true to
the original vision cast by Harv
Chrouser ’34 in the early 1950s by
providing students with stimulating
guided leadership experiences 
that shape their understanding of
service for the Kingdom. It is no
accident that high-quality Christian
camp programs run by motivated 
staff members are the product of this
great vision.

F A C U LT Y  N E W S  

Faculty Members Promoted

The Wheaton College Board of
Trustees has acknowledged the hard
work and dedication of these 
faculty members by bestowing
promotions and tenure, which will
become effective in July.

Promoted
Assistant to Associate Professor—
Daniel Master, Old Testament
Associate to Professor—
Helen DeVries, Psychology

Tenured
Amy Black, Politics/International 

Relations
Sally Canning, Psychology
James Clark, Geology
Carolyn Hart, Conservatory
Sandra Joireman, Politics/International

Relations
Douglas Moo, New Testament
Steve Spencer, Theology
Frederick Van Dyke, Biology
John Walton, Old Testament

HoneyRock—Somehing to Write Home About
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WHEATONs p o r t s

Long after their trophies blend in with
the rest of the decor, the members of 
the Wheaton  College women’s soccer
team will realize what was truly valuable.
Long after their relatives grow tired of
hearing the stories of their championship
victory, they will recall how their
teammates felt a lot like family. Long after
they forget the details of that Saturday
afternoon when their dreams came true,
they will remember each other.

Head coach Pete Felske ’86 knows this.
And he knows that in time, his players
will discover it as well.

“It’s not what you’re doing that’s
important,” Pete says.“It’s who you’re
doing it with. . . .They’ll realize it long
after the fact.”

The facts themselves will keep players
and fans talking for some time: in the 
fall of 2004, the Thunder won 25 of its 26
matches, established school records for
most goals scored and fewest goals
allowed, and won a 10th straight
conference title.Then on the last Saturday
of November, on a field in Greensboro,
North Carolina, with the national
championship trophy in the balance,
Wheaton defeated the University of
Puget Sound in a shootout to claim the
NCAA Division III title.

The College’s newest NCAA trophy
is the fourth overall, taking its place
alongside those captured in 1956-57 by
the men’s basketball team and in 1984
and ’97 by the men’s soccer squad.

by Michael Murray 

The Goals that Count
For the Wheaton women’s soccer team, the journey to their national championship title 

(Top, left to right) Jennifer Binger ’06, Sarah Richardson ’08, and Sara Johnson ’05 celebrate as they

realize they are national champs.  Hannah Tan ’06 celebrates with the rest of her teammates as

awards are presented.  (Bottom, left to right) The celebration continued—hours, days and months!—

after the game had ended. 
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and never gave up more than one goal in a
game.And after the team dropped its
season opener 0-1 in overtime to
Washington University, it didn’t trail again
until the first half of the title match against
Puget Sound.

Against rivals in the College Conference
of Illinois and Wisconsin, the Thunder
went 9-0 with a scoring advantage of 
43-3.Wheaton has now won all 10 league
titles since the CCIW first sanctioned
women’s soccer. Forward Jen Binger ’06
was named CCIW Player of the Year,
earning All-America recognition along
with defender Jessica Elsen ’05, who was
named national Player of the Year at the
conclusion of the season.

Wheaton outscored its opponents 12-0
in the first three rounds of the NCAA
tournament before encountering the other
Wheaton College (Massachusetts), in the
semifinals.The Thunder posted a 3-1
victory over the Lyons, but Pete says the
effort was taxing on his team.“We had a
tough game in the semis,” he says.“We
play a physical, up-tempo game, and we
really had to push through it.”

When the Thunder took the field the
next day for the national championship,
Pete also admits,“I don’t know if we
played our best game. . . .[Puget Sound]
was the best team we played all year, but it

WHEATONs p o r t s

athletes, Pete and Tim were well
qualified to tell their players what it
would take to win it all. But he says 
that neither of them specifically
addressed their own experiences until the
Final Four.

“The players trust us and respect us,”
Pete says of the coaching staff, which also
includes Cesar Gomez, an electrician at
the College.“When we told them this
could be a special season, they believed
us—and not because we had won a
championship. . . . Besides, we didn’t want
to live in the past.We wanted them to
enjoy what they were doing without
hearing about what we had done.”

The Thunder’s recent success (the team
was 53-7-7 in the 2001-03 seasons) led
Pete to believe he had a championship-
caliber team when pre-season workouts
began late last summer.The presence of
seven seniors made him even more
confident.

“For the past four or five years, we’ve
had teams that could compete for a

national title,” he says.“And this
season we had a good group of

leaders who had good
experience the last few years
being on a contending
team. . . . I knew that if
they stayed disciplined and
focused, they possessed the

talent to be successful.”
Over the three-month

season, the team’s offense and
defense both lived up to their
potential.The Thunder outscored its
opponents 108-8 in 26 matches.
Wheaton’s defense posted 18 shutouts

Pete—the only head coach in the
history of Wheaton women’s soccer—
and assistant coach Tim Daniels ’84 both
played for the ’84 Crusaders. In fact,
some of the first people to congratulate
Pete on his team’s performance were his
former teammates.

Having survived an NCAA champion-
ship tournament

20 years ago asCaptains Sara

Johnson ’05 (left)

and Jessica Elsen ’05

hoist the National

Championship Trophy

after it is presented

to them.



wasn’t our best game.”
Wheaton fell behind 0-1 in the first

half before junior midfielder Mary
Doleshal’s fifth goal of the year made it
1-1 in the 61st minute.

After two overtime sessions ended
without another goal, the game
moved into a shootout format.
Although both Wheaton’s 2002 and 2003
seasons ended in shootout losses, Pete says
he expected better results on the third try.
“When it went to penalty kicks, I was
very confident,” he says.“We’d been
practicing them for months, and the five
shooters we had chosen had been very
consistent.”

In the shootout,Wheaton’s Erin
Wingerter ’05, Laura Koontz ’07, Jessica
Elsen ’05, Hannah Tan ’06, and Bethany
Barton ’08 each scored on their penalty-
kick attempts, while Thunder goalkeeper
Ashley Vratil ’06 stopped the Loggers’
second kick.The 5-4 shootout advantage
gave the Thunder its first national title,
and Pete his second.

“When I won it as a player, I felt
exhilaration,” says Pete, who was named
national Coach of the Year.“But I felt
pride in what the kids had just
accomplished because I know how hard
they work, how they love the Lord, and
how they have their priorities straight.”

“…I felt pride in what the kids had just accomplished 

because I know how hard they work, 

how they love the Lord, and how they have their

priorities straight.” —Pete Felske ’86

1999-2000

1. Williams (Massachusetts) 849

2. California-San Diego 788.5

3. College of New Jersey 702.5

4. St. Thomas (Minnesota) 586

5. Middlebury (Vermont) 573.5

16. Wheaton 486.5

2000-01

1. Williams 897.5

2. Middlebury 728.5

3. New Jersey 713.5

4. Emory (Georgia) 633

5. Ithaca (New York) 584

29. Wheaton 350

2001-02

1. Williams 989

2. Ithaca 852

3. New Jersey 751

4. Middlebury 703.5

5. Emory 673

32. Wheaton 317

2002-03

1. Williams 1158.25

2. Emory 779

3. New Jersey 695.75

4. Trinity (Texas) 680

5. Washington (Missouri) 638.75

13. Wheaton 494

2003-04

1. Williams 1081.75

2. Emory 811

3. Middlebury 779.5

4. New Jersey 751

5. Wisconsin-Stevens Point 730

21. Wheaton 390

The women’s soccer team’s first

national championship might help

Wheaton crack the top 10 in a

national competition that

evaluates schools’ overall athletic

programs.

After the

fall sports

season, the

College ranked

eighth out of

about 280

Division III schools in

the U.S. Sports Academy

Directors’ Cup standings.

The Directors’ Cup program—

established in the mid-1990s by

the National Association of

Collegiate Directors of Athletics

and originally sponsored by

Sears—awards points to each

school based on its finish in

national championship

competition. The Division III

standings take into account nine

women’s and nine men’s sports.

Over the past five years,

Wheaton has finished among or

near the top 10 percent of all D-

III programs, including a No. 13

ranking in 2002-03 and a 16th-

place finish in 1999-2000. The

standings since 1999-2000,

including total points:

U.S. Sports Academy 
Directors’ Cup Standings
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(from left) Tim Daniels ’84, men’s soccer coach Joe Bean, and Pete Felske ’86

celebrate the women’s victory. (not pictured: Assistant coach Cesar Gomez)
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O
Few people knew where Sri Lanka was before

December 26, 2004. All that has changed as the

country has found its way into the annals of history

and been put on the map forever. . . . A tiny island

with one of the greatest death tolls in one of the

world’s greatest natural disasters.

Wheaton student Shanya Ilangakoon-Perera

’05 was at home for Christmas break in

Colombo, Sri Lanka, when the tsunami struck.

n the day after Christmas, most people in Colombo

were waking up to a quiet Sunday morning.We had

hitherto never needed to prepare for earthquakes or

tsunamis because there had been none.

Then this: one thousand kilometers of ocean rose

about 90 feet high and two to three waves traveled

at 500 miles per hour, hitting the coasts of Sri Lanka,

including parts of Colombo.

My family and I live three to five kilometers inland

from the coast of Colombo, so we were relatively

removed from the largest part of the destruction. But

my grandmother lives only about 100 yards from the

ocean. She told us later that the noise of the ocean

surf was terrifying—like several jet engines revving

before take off. Terrified people attempted to flee,

but the waters overtook several of them, dragging

them back into the sea. Instead of fleeing, my

grandmother braved the storm on her knees in

prayer; her home was the only one in the vicinity not

to go under water.

It was heartening to see the way the Sri Lankans—

even the poorest of the poor responded—working

tirelessly. My family was heavily involved in the non-

stop relief operations, collecting supplies, sorting
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them, and getting them to the affected areas. My dad

piled our pick-up with food, water, clothes, and medical

supplies and drove with others through the night to the

east, where the situation is too horrific to describe fully.

The death toll in Sri Lanka is more than 38,000, with

thousands still missing. Over a million are homeless and

displaced;many children will grow up without parents or

grandparents. Clean-up and rescue efforts are hindered

due to damaged infrastructure, roads that have been

washed away, and tons of debris.Many of the one million

landmines buried during the civil war have been

dislodged, making recovery of bodies almost impossible

in some areas.

Recovering from this disaster is more than a

Herculean task—and without God’s help and wisdom—

an impossible one. For me and for many others, nothing

will ever be the same again. However, in this time of

incredible tragedy and tremendous change, it is

encouraging and strengthening to be able to trust the

God who is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

by Shanya Ilangakoon-Perera ’05

Editor’s note:After Shanya shared this story in Chapel, students,

faculty, and staff united to raise funds that will be sent to the Four

Square Gospel Church (where her father is the pastor) to help

with relief efforts.For more information about Wheaton’s response

to the tsunami, see our news story on page 5.

TheTsunami’s Wake



What separates a vocation from 

a ministry, a dream from a vision, a

burden from a calling? Beyond

passion, inspiration, and dedication,

for the follower of Christ it is a

consuming desire to obey His

commandment: love one another,

even as I have loved you 

(Jn. 15:12), and to carry out His

commission: go and make disciples

of all nations (Matt. 28:19).
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by Jessica L. Allen

Let no man

imagine that

he has no

influence.

Whoever he

may be, and

wherever he

may be

placed, the

man who

thinks

becomes 

a light and 

a power. 

Henry George

1839-1897

InfluenceSpheres of



among the youth, but Islamic and Animist opposition is equally strong
in some countries.And although the programs are not designed to
evangelize, they open the door to sharing the gospel because they
present “real” life from a Christian perspective, and evoke response
from viewers.“We have people stop by our offices, call on the telephone,
and send e-mails asking questions,” says Gilbert, who is now researching
how to expand the scope of his broadcast through satellite technology.

Having earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s in communications
from Wheaton College, he credits his initial decision to enroll to the
encouragement of Dr. Morris Inch, who was a visiting lecturer at
ECWA Theological Seminary in Nigeria when Gilbert attended there.
“His interactions with students and his explanations of what the Lord
was doing with the graduates of Wheaton College, like Billy Graham
’43, Litt.D. ’56, made me want to be trained in such an institution.”

Gilbert’s wife, Stella Chika Okoronkwo M.A. ’93, also received her
master’s in communication from Wheaton, and partners with her
husband. She works behind the scenes, conceptualizing programs,
drawing audiences, and interceding daily for PEMA/ACT’s work in
the midst of intense spiritual warfare.“We think through things
together, and we are in this together,” Gilbert says.

Their daughter, Chika, a junior at Wheaton, is a pre-med student
who also assists in directing the Gospel Choir at the College.

Although Gilbert is at times frustrated by the slow rate at which
spiritual revival and awakening are altering the status quo in Africa, he
remains encouraged by each success. In February 2004, his station was
honored with the International Ministry Award from the National
Religious Broadcasters (NRB).

“It has not been easy to work in an environment with a different
language, which is also hostile to the gospel,” Gilbert admits,“but the
most rewarding experience is to see Muslims and Animists give their
lives to the Lord, and young people change their former behavior
because of our programs.”

For more information about African Christian Television, e-mail 
Gilbert at gil@africaonline.co.ci

Meet five Wheaton Graduate School alumni from across the 
globe, who, in the face of social and cultural opposition, continue to
fulfill these mandates in creative and exceptional ways. Collectively,
their roles are varied and multifaceted—they are parents and professors,
administrators and advisors, counselors and consultants, ministers 
and media professionals. Moreover, as authorities in their respective
fields, these ambassadors of Christ are taking His restoring power to
every corner of the earth—beginning in their native countries.

Ivory Coast

As a child in the militia during the grisly Nigerian
civil war of the late 1960s, Gilbert Okoronkwo ’80,
M.A. ’82 vowed to the Lord that if he survived the
insurrection, he would serve Christ for the rest of
his life. Now the president of a professional
television production studio that he founded, and
executive secretary of the AEA (Association of
Evangelicals in Africa) Communication Commission
in Abijan, Ivory Coast, he has honored that vow for
more than 30 years.

“Africa today is ripe to receive the message of
Jesus Christ, which is a message of deliverance,
development, and hope,” declared Gilbert during 
the 2001 official opening of PEMA television (also
known as African Christian Television) by the
Communications Minister of Cote d’Ivoire.

PEMA/ACT produces Christian programming
designed to assist Africans in finding solutions for
the ubiquitous problems of spiritual, social, and
physical poverty across the continent. Its two major
weekly programs air in French across 10 of Africa’s
22 francophone countries, which are mostly Islamic
and Animistic.

The first program focuses on family issues,
highlighting a topic (such as divorce), and analyzing
it three different ways—from a discussion between
two couples and a moderator, to man-on-the-street
interviews, to a report directly from the home of a
family coping with that issue.

In the second program (an AIDS program
targeting youth), a short dramatization precedes an
interview with someone living with AIDS.“The
drama will relate to the theme of the interview,”
Gilbert explains.“Then we combine the drama, and
the life interview with street interviews and music
with the same theme.”

Response to the programming is promising
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Two Wheaton generations: Gilbert Okoronkwo ’80, M.A. ’82,
with daughter Chika ’06.  “Wheaton’s academic excellence
helped me to know how and where to search for intellectual
solutions to problems,” says Gilbert. “The spiritual emphasis
taught me to know that God is the ultimate Answer.” 



Israel

When Dr. Erez Soref M.A. ’99, Psy.D. ’02 opened his first copy of the
New Testament at age 22, he did so mainly to satisfy a gnawing
intellectual curiosity.An Israeli-born secular Jew, he was temporarily
staying at a Christian youth hostel in Amsterdam, following several
years of compulsory military service and a year of backpacking through
Southeast Asia.

“I went through the entire Israeli school system without hearing
about Christ at all,” recalls Erez, noting that Western culture and
Eastern religion have permeated society in Israel.“I had taken
anthropological interest in things like Buddhism and Hinduism . . . but
back then, I probably would have said I was an atheist,” he reflects.“I
finally thought to myself, ‘If I can read Buddhist and Hindu writings, I
should probably read the New Testament.’”

It was a decision that ultimately led him to salvation, and one 
that caused no small amount of controversy. Since Jewish believers 
are not truly acknowledged as Jews by the Israeli Supreme Court,
upon returning to Israel, Erez’s family sent him to both a rabbi 
and a psychiatrist to dissuade him.“At the time I was convinced that
I was the only Jew in the world—certainly the only Israeli—who
believed in Christ,” he admits.“If you believe in Mohammed or
Buddha, you are still considered a good Jew—but not if you believe
in Jesus.”

Undeterred in his faith, Erez married Sisi, a fifth-generation Jewish
believer, and the couple spent two years leading the Christian student
movement in Israel. Discerning a prevailing need for Christian
counseling in his country, he came to Wheaton in 1997 to pursue
graduate work in clinical psychology—a program he had learned about
from his friend, Moody graduate Larry Goldberg, who received a
master’s from Wheaton in 1997.

“I greatly appreciate the high quality professional training I received
at Wheaton,” says Erez, who was awarded the Billy Graham Center
Scholarship in his second year of study. He further credits the College
with expanding his theological horizons, through reading and
constructive debates with his professors.

Not long after completing his doctorate and returning to Israel,
Erez was asked to become academic dean of Israel College of 
the Bible in Jerusalem, which enrolls about 140 students from around
the world.“Because there are not many trained people in the 
Christian community in Israel, a need definitely exists,” he says.
“At ICB, we are educating the next generation of Christian leaders.”

In addition to teaching and administering at ICB, Erez, Sisi, Larry,
and his wife Eila Goldberg M.A. ’97, have launched their own
Christian counseling practice called Everlasting Arms, providing a
variety of direct counseling and educational services for church leaders
and laymen alike.They also founded the Israeli Association for
Christian Counseling, accomplishing Erez’s goal of creating a national
counseling ministry.

As one of few Messianic counselors in the nation, Erez admits that
professional loneliness is often a challenge, along with obtaining the
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“Returning to Israel was never a
question in my mind,” Dr. Erez
Soref says. “Ever since I came to
know Christ, I felt an intense
burden to tell others in general,
but particularly my people, about
Him.” Currently a candidate for a
second M.A. from Wheaton in
theological studies, Erez and his
wife, Sisi, live in a central
location in Israel with their three
young children.



This is a status quo that Beth Baleke M.A. ’91 will never be
satisfied to accept, and one that she has resolved to help change.As
the general secretary of Scripture Union in Kampala, an organization
that promotes Christian values through camps, clubs, and recreation,
Beth says her primary focus is to strengthen families, and
subsequently empower youth to keep their minds and bodies pure.

“I believe AIDS is just a symptom—its root cause is the breakdown
of the family structure,” explains Beth, herself a single mother of an
adopted daughter named Lisa.“Scripture Union works with churches
to go into schools and plant Bible clubs, offer parenting and marriage
seminars, and producing devotional materials that encourage people
to meet God daily.”

A native Ugandan, Beth admits that she was raised in a “church-
going” household, but didn’t come to personally know the Lord until
her early twenties, attending a Bible study led by an American
missionary.Although Beth notes that the predominant religion in her
country is Protestant Christianity, followed by Islam and Catholicism,
she says that salvation was never emphasized during her childhood.
With a bachelor’s degree in education, she was teaching literature and
pursuing graduate work at Daystar University in Kenya when she first
learned about Wheaton.

“I knew that the Lord was calling me to ministry before coming to
Wheaton, but coming to Wheaton really confirmed it,” says Beth,
who received the Billy Graham Center Scholarship to complete her
M.A. in communications.

“While I was at Wheaton, I felt like I was on another planet
sometimes because life was so different,” she laughs,“but it was always
my intention to return to Uganda, and when it was time to return, I
was ready. . . . I felt so full.”

Beth acknowledges that the education she received was invaluable
preparation for her current role—presenting programs to school
principals and administrators.

Beth’s love for teaching the Bible further fuels her desire to
evangelize and disciple.“I’ve watched many of the children I started
with accept Christ, and they have graduated from university and 
are now volunteers with Scripture Union!” she says, expressing the
joy she has felt witnessing the ministry grow. Several of the camps
they hold for children and teenagers ages 9-19, draw up to 3,000
students each.

The future promises more expansion, thanks to a newly acquired
property, which will be used for both training and children’s camps.
“With the Lord’s provision . . . it will give kids a place to come to
eat, sleep, play, and learn about Jesus,” says Beth.

And while she never anticipated that she would one day be an
administrator in a children’s ministry, Beth says simply,“When the
Lord calls you to a place, you just know that is where He wants you
to be.”

For more information about Scripture Union, contact Beth at
bethbbug@yahoo. com

resources needed for expansion. But he emphasizes that the most
rewarding part of his work is “being an instrument in God’s hands—
and seeing people’s lives, marriages, quality of life, and relationships
really change.”

For more information about Everlasting Arms and ICB, e-mail
erezsisi@netvision.net.il.

Uganda

The east African country of Uganda is a nation where—more than any
sentimental song lyric can express—the children are the future.As a
result of the devastating AIDS pandemic devouring the continent,
more than half of Uganda’s remaining population is under 14 years,
and only some two percent will live to see age 65. Ironically, while
millions of 40-something Americans worry about growing old, even
more of their Ugandan contemporaries live with the sobering and
tragic reality that they might not.
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“While I was at Wheaton, 
I felt like I was on another
planet sometimes because
life was so different”. . . 

“but it was always my
intention to return to Uganda,
and when it was time to
return I was ready. . . I felt so
full.” –Beth Baleke M.A. ’91



Dorsett, and befriended by people like Jane Nelson, then the director
of the BGC Scholar program.“I didn’t choose Wheaton—God chose
it for me,” Leo says.

Another influential experience, he notes, was spending the summer
at HoneyRock for a wilderness seminar. In addition to writing a book
on creative preaching, he hopes to establish a similar camping

Indonesia

Reverend Leonard Sumule’s M.A. ’96 philosophy of ministry is
simple: If you want to catch a fish, you must use the right bait. It is a
fitting credo for this modern-day fisher of men, whose passion for
youth ministry has elevated him to the position of National Youth
Director of the Gereja Kemah Injil Indonesia (the Indonesian
Christian and Missionary Alliance church known locally as GKII).

A professor at GKII’s Tenggarong Bible School, which trains about
300 students in pastoral and youth ministry, one of Leo’s classes is
called creative preaching. Music and multimedia, he says, are the
most effective means of reaching youth in his country.

“Young people in Indonesia, especially in the big cities, are not
much different from young people in America. In some ways, they
are worse. Hollywood and MTV have changed popular culture.
Drugs and teenage pregnancy are some of the biggest problems, and
pornography is sold like candy to kids on the streets.”

With 80 percent of its 240 million citizens practicing Islam,
Indonesia has the largest population of Muslims living within one
country. But it is not a Muslim country. In fact, each of the nation’s
major religions—Islam, Protestant Christianity, Catholicism,
Hinduism, and Buddhism—has its own sub-department in the
national Department of Religion.And unlike in the United States,
where even the semblance of religion in the public school system is
eschewed, in Indonesia every public school student must enroll in a
religion class.

“If you don’t pass that class, you can’t graduate,” Leo explains.
Consequently, the regulation creates a tremendous opportunity to
reach students with the message of Christ.“Many Tenggarong
graduates from our youth ministry major actually go on to teach
religious classes in the public schools,” he adds.

Moreover, because youth ministry remains a young, if not foreign
notion among many of Indonesia’s churches, part of Leo’s work with
GKII also involves figuring out how to introduce the concept to
them.“Some are only now understanding how to minister
effectively, because at first they didn’t see the need for specialized
ministry to youth,” he observes.

Leo readily recalls his own personal struggle to reconcile his faith as
a teenager.Although he was raised in a Christian family, he concedes,
“Inside my heart, I had no sense of my salvation.” Finally surrendering
his life to Christ at age 16, he couldn’t stop sharing his faith with
friends.“I knew then that it was my calling,” he says.

At Jaffray Bible College in Makassar, two of Leo’s teachers, Bill
M.A. ’88 and Janet King Kuhns M.A. ’88, were former BGC
scholars who helped direct him to Wheaton College, where he
would earn his M.A in educational ministries and also meet his wife
of now six years, Stephanie Chang Sumule ’96.

Leo’s favorite memories of the College include participating in the
historic campus revival of 1995, being mentored by professor Lyle

2 0 S P R I N G 2 0 0 5

(top) Students in the Tenggarong
youth ministry program. 
(bottom left) Leo with wife
Stephanie Chang Sumule ’96 and
daughter Nathalie. While he
often preaches at youth rallies
(bottom right), Leo notes, “I’ve
learned that serving the Lord is
not only going and preaching the
gospel, but it is also spending
time with my family.”



culture,” Zac says. His ultimate desire, however, is to see 
Christians in Africa engaging the life issues that can transform
African communities.

“Those of us who are affluent and privileged really don’t
respond to the pain of the suffering world—HIV,AIDS, war
conflict, despotic regimes.There is not adequate solidarity in 
a gospel that does not engage with such issues. . . . I long to see a
day when churches in Uganda are not just praying for society,
but being actively involved in their communities,” he explains.

“If my leadership can change someone else’s life and help them
to follow Jesus—that is my longing.”

For more information about CMS, visit www.cms-uk.org, or contact Zac at
dzniringiye@yahoo.com

internship for youth. However, Leo is even more excited about his
greatest adventure—fatherhood. He and Stephanie recently
welcomed their first child, a daughter named Nathalie.

For more information contact Leo at rev_sumule@yahoo.com

Uganda

When Dr. David Zac Niringiye M.A, ’87 was completing his
physics degree at Uganda’s Makerere University in 1979, he likely
never imagined that 26 years later he would be consecrated as the
Assistant Bishop of the Kampala Diocese.

“It was in the middle of my graduate studies in 1980 that it
became clear that my lifelong commitment and service was not to
be in the teaching of physics,” says Zac, a self-described “rural boy”
raised in the mountains in southwestern Uganda.

A child born to parents who were adherents of the East African
Revival movement, Zac says he grew up fully aware of the
implications of his faith.While he experienced a brief period of
rebellion during his teenage years, by 1972 he had recommitted his
life to Christ and soon became an active Christian student leader.

His high school and university years were colored by the 
various political upheavals in his country, especially the
inauguration of the despotic Idi Admin regime in 1971, which
resulted in the deaths of some 300,000 opponents.“I knew
firsthand fellow students whose parents were murdered,” Zac
recalls. “I was one of those students who led an uprising against the
regime in 1977. I’m sure that that uprising was the beginning of
the regime’s downfall two years later.”

This experience prepared Zac for his subsequent post, serving as
the general secretary of the Fellowship of Christian Unions
(FOCUS) in Uganda from 1982-2000.An evangelical student
movement working among colleges, universities, and professionals,
FOCUS’s concentration was on the building and establishing of
holistic witnessing communities throughout the country.

It was during that time that Zac also came to Wheaton as a 
BGC scholar, to earn his M.A. in systematic theology in 1987.
“I encountered . . . evangelical scholarship at a level of academic
rigor that prepared me for my doctorate,” he describes. Zac
completed his Ph.D. in theology and mission history at Edinburgh
University in Scotland in 1997, while simultaneously serving 
as the regional secretary for the International Fellowship of
Evangelical Students (IFES). In 2001, he became the regional
director of the Church Mission Society in Africa (CMS),
a mission agency established in 1799 to partner with churches 
in Africa,Asia, the Middle East, and Europe in spreading 
the gospel.

Now as assistant bishop, Zac works with a network of 
25 churches in Uganda.“We’re building an infrastructure that 
can help us as Africans to share the good news beyond our 
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(above) Zac visits with
HNGR Director Dr. Paul
Robinson and HNGR
student Holly Elzinga ’05,
who interned with FOCUS
in Uganda. Zac says one of
his greatest joys is
engaging with younger
leaders and being a part of
the global Christian
community.



The call to the
ministry of the Word
Flat on my back for three

weeks in the Health Center, I

remember listening to John

Harold Ockenga speak on

WETN during Spiritual

Emphasis Week and

thinking, “I would love to

handle the Word of God like

that.” Three weeks later, I

was no longer a pre-med

student. I was on my way to

seminary. I date my call to

the ministry of the Word

back to that September in

1966, when I lay on my

back and listened.

1

Noël Henry
What can we say? How

many of us met our spouse

at Wheaton? Isn’t it

amazing? That’s no small

reason to go to a college.

God did it in the summer of

1966. I will never stop

thanking Him for Noël.

2

A promise kept
I could not speak in front of a

group when I came to Wheaton.

I froze. I took a “C” in high

school civics because I had to

give an oral book report to get a

better grade, and I couldn’t give

one. 

I put off the required college

speech class as long as I could.

And then God did a miracle on

front campus when Chaplain

Evan Welsh approached me and

asked, “Would you be willing to

pray in front of 500 people?” I

said, “Yes.”

I know this sounds like a

small thing, but I was terrified!

So I made a vow to the Lord.

It’s the only vow I have ever

made. It was a Psalm-like vow.

I said, “If you get me through

these 30 seconds in front of

500 summer school students, I

will never say ‘No’ to a speaking

opportunity out of fear again.”

And he did get me through it,

and something broke. I thank

God for the miracle.

3
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Everybody should look back at their
lives to ask, “Lord, what did you do?”
In many ways, Wheaton put everything
in place like kindling, so that when
something happened later at Fuller
Seminary, everything could come
together theologically for me.
Here are the things I thank God for
about Wheaton College.

15Reasons 
Why  I’m 
Thankful 
for Wheaton
College
by Dr. John Piper ’68
At the Alumni Association’s

Wheaton Club meeting in

Minneapolis in 2004, Dr. John

Piper ’68 spoke about how

God worked in his life during

his years at Wheaton. The

author of more than 22

books, most recently, Don’t
Waste Your Life, Dr. Piper has

served as pastor of preaching

at Bethlehem Baptist Church

in Minneapolis since 1980.

He and his wife, Noël Henry

Piper ’69, have four adult

sons and one school-age

daughter. 

Wheaton senior, 

John Piper, 1967-68

John & Noël

Chaplain Evan Welsh and President Hudson T. Armerding
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A God-centered
worldview
Thank you, Dr. Arthur

Holmes, for eight hours of

History of Philosophy.

Everything relates to

everything.

4

The admiration of
greatness
Ayn Rand said in one of her

novels that admiration of

greatness is the rarest of true

pleasures. She was an

absolute cynic about

greatness. She didn’t think

there was any in the world

except in her created

characters. 

But there is, and at Wheaton

I fell in love with great

missions, academics, art,

hymns, and theology. I learned

there is a thing called

“greatness” in the world. 

I also learned very quickly

that I would never be great. I

was absolutely average at

Wheaton. As hard as I tried, I

couldn’t do better than “B’s” in

my classes. So I looked

around at the “Mark Noll-

type” classmates, and I said, “I

will never be great,” which is

true to this day. 

But I admire Mark Noll ’68

and others. I stand in awe of

scholarship, art, athletics, and

missions. I’m really happy to

be doing what I’m doing, but I

love to admire. And I think it’s

healthy to admire instead of

resent greatness.

5

W H E A T O N 2 3

History is
tremendously
important 
Thank you to the history

professors and to C. S.

Lewis, who warned us all

against chronological

snobbery, and told us to

read every third book, not in

our own century, but outside

of our century. Those kinds

of things went down deep

with me. To this day, I find

most contemporary things

very superficial, and most

300-year-old things worth

reading. 

The life of the mind
matters
Ideas have consequences.

The Soviet gulag and Nazi

concentration camps did not

originate in activist cells.

They originated in university

desks, where fevered minds

worked out ideas, and then

won millions of people over.

Ideas matter. 

Dr. Arthur Holmes, philosophy

C. S. Lewis

P H O T O :  M A R I O N  E .  W A D E  C E N T E R
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The importance of
reason 
I took as many courses as I

could from Dr. Stuart

Hackett, in spite of his quirky

ties and 40 push-ups every

morning, because I saw in

him a mind that was

ruthlessly logical. He simply

said the same thing in every

course, in every lecture:

namely, that any system that

denies truth, denies itself. 

It’s so simple. If you say

there’s no truth, then you’ve

just spoken something that

doesn’t count. That simple

insight was so safe for a

sophomore in college. It was

so good to get that into a

kid’s head so he’s not

enamored by all the

ludicrous post-modernism,

which was all over

Wheaton’s campus in 1968.

So, thank you, Dr. Hackett.

8

Writing
Everybody, in every class,

made me write. I hated

math. I hated science. And

so I took every class I could

that wasn’t related, and they

all made me write, write,

write. To this day, I cannot

live without writing, because

I learn as I write, and I write

as I learn. I would write

whether there were

publishers in the world or

not, because of how much I

see when I write.

11

9

tions for mental health—for

staying alive to God in nature. 

Number 6 reads: “I shall

open my eyes and ears. Once

every day, I shall simply stare

at a tree, a flower, a cloud, a

person. I shall not then be

concerned at all to ask what

they are, but simply be glad

that they are. I shall joyfully

allow them the mystery of

what Lewis calls, “their divine,

magical, terrifying, and

ecstatic existence.” 

When you are being shown

to see what you’ve always

looked at all your life and

never seen, it is absolutely

revolutionary. So, thank you,

Drs. Kilby and Lewis, and the

whole literature department. 

10 Awakening the
affections
Dr. Clyde Kilby would stand in

front of us leading devotions

day after day from the last four

chapters of the Book of Job.

He talked about the ostrich,

which God created to be

foolish, so that it would leave

its eggs on the desert floor.

And he would marvel over the

creation through an inspired

writer’s marveling. In such a

way, the affections were awak-

ened to see and to feel things. 

And that’s what I meant by

kindling being put in place so

that when Reformed theology

landed on me at Fuller,

everything was in place to

explode. I didn’t get my

Reformed theology at

Wheaton. Dr. Phillip Hook

hooked me on the Bible, but

the vision of a grand, glorious,

God-centered universe, with a

sovereign God, saving by

grace—that came from

another source. And my

affections were so ready to see

the One who made everything

I was seeing as beautiful.

Eyes to see 
Thank you, Dr. Clyde Kilby and

C. S. Lewis, who taught me

there is always more to see in

what I see. I cannot disassoci-

ate Wheaton from the Inklings

and from everything that people

at Wheaton taught me to read. 

I remember Dr. Kilby pushed

G. K. Chesterton’s Othodoxy in

our faces. He said, “Yes, he’s a

Roman Catholic. Read it. You’ll

be a healthier person.” 

Chesterton spoke in the most

remarkable paradox, but the

most impressive thing he and

Lewis did was to say, “Open

your eyes.” How healthy we

would be, how less preoccupied

with our little marital or health

problems, if we were seeing the

simplest things and letting them

blow our minds. 

Oh, Dr. Kilby was healthy. I

have a 20-year-old list in my

pocket: Dr. Kilby’s 10 resolu-

Dr. Clyde Kilby, English

Dr. Stuart Hackett, philosophy
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in our seats, maybe it was

sinking in that there’s another

way to be other than long-

haired, barefoot, and cool. 

In fact, I began to admire it.

To this day, I don’t want to trifle

my life away. In one of my old

journals, I wrote, “I think it is

impossible to be too serious,

only serious too much of the

time.”

You’re sick if you’re only

serious. But you can’t be too

serious about ultimate things.

And so I thank God for

seriousness.  

Zeke Rudolph died the year

after we finished our senior

year. He was 21. His father, 

Dr. Erwin Rudolph wrote a

tribute to him. I read the book

the summer after he died. In it,

he said that in his latter stages,

Zeke called death sweet names. 

A 22-year-old myself, I then

wrote, “I want to live so

seriously, that if it sneaks up

on me, or if it comes gradually,

I’m able to speak with

seriousness and sweetness

about the experience of dying.

It’s like to live is Christ, and to

die is gain.” 

My heart brims with gratitude

for what God did in my life at

Wheaton College. And so I’m

glad you’re there, Dr. Litfin. I’m

glad, and I pray that you will

have the strength to preserve

how good it is. 

Hymnody
May the Mind of Christ . . .

And Can It Be . . . Like a

River Glorious . . . When

Peace Like a River . . . For

All the Saints . . .

Do you know, that as a

Southern Baptist boy, I had

never heard of any of these

hymns before I came to

Wheaton College. In fact, I

didn’t know you could be a

Christian and be a

Presbyterian. I was very

provincial. But I also couldn’t

understand why students

didn’t want to go to Chapel. I

never skipped unless I had

to. To hear those speakers,

to sing those songs, and to

hear that organ—coming

from the hicks, like I did—

was just heaven come down.

And so, I am thankful for

hymns, and the discovery of

hymnody in all its historic

richness. 

14

Poetry
I took every poetry class

Wheaton offered. I was

scared to take the novel

class, because I read so

slowly. I knew I could read

poems and analyze them; but

I couldn’t read novels fast

enough, so I steered my way

with my weaknesses through

Wheaton. I do not regret one

of those decisions, because

to me poetry to this day is a

precious way of seeing and

savoring reality.

Battling pride 
Wheaton is sometimes

known for producing

hypercritical pride. And that’s

not its fault, probably,

because only sinners go to

Wheaton. And most of them

are snooty, smart people.

And what can Wheaton do,

except fan that flame? 

Well, it can sow seeds of

humility in Chapel and

through models of humility.

And that happened for me,

with the help of my wife.

I was one snooty, critical

sophomore. I would sit there

in the dining hall and make

negative comments about

every girl that came through.

And I began to just loathe

what I was. 

Noël and I went to work on

this, and we’re still working

on it 34 years later. But the

battle began in earnest in

Wheaton College. And I

thank God for sowing the

seeds of the humility that I

have not yet attained.

13

Seriousness
A president has power in his

demeanor. And if there was

one word I would use to

describe President Hudson T.

Armerding, it was serious. 

His whole bearing said, “I’m

not trifling. I’m not going to

tell you jokes or entertain you.

I am in touch with bigger

things.”

Dr. Armerding was of the old

school of gentlemen, who

carried himself a certain way,

and was serious about the

academic life, about the

administrative life, about the

life of missions and the

church. 

And while we were squirrelly

15
Dr. Erwin Rudolph, English

U N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  N O T E D ,  A L L  P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  O F

W H E A T O N  C O L L E G E  A R C H I V E S .



And after every stanza of her spoken-word poem about the depravity of poor African

American neighborhoods and the power of the gospel, the kids who throng Chicago’s only 

all-youth and young-adult “hip-hop church” shout in agreement.
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a different
kind of

worship
experience

Find out how one student’s involvement with Chicago’s inner-city youth may help the Office of

Christian Outreach connect others with the urban church. 

by Amy
Wolgemuth
Bordoni

Drugs, rape, gangs,
abuse, and the hope of
Jesus Christ—when gospel
poet “Mama” Matthews
steps up to the
microphone at The House,
she doesn’t mince words. 

#1

thestr
ee
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urban areas and to continually build a new the Global Urban

Perspectives (GUP) Program at Wheaton so students can better

identify with the urban poor through these ministries throughout the

year. Currently, students involved with GUP spend six to eight weeks

of the summer in an urban ministry

setting, coupled with some training in

the spring. OCO plans to expand this

program to get students involved in

urban settings all year long.

“Students ministering in an urban

setting need to have an awareness of

poverty, insight into social justice

issues and interaction with the

people. And they can’t get this in a

classroom.” Paul explains. “For

Wheaton students to get a real feel

for urban culture, they need to spend

time in the environment.”

Because of Jonathan’s firsthand

experience in an urban ministry setting and his newfound passion for

Chicago’s youth, Paul is trying to find ways for him to become more

involved with OCO. In an attempt to make urban concerns more

central on Wheaton’s campus, he hopes that Jonathan can encourage

and educate other students with an interest in urban ministry. 

This summer Jonathan plans on living in Lawndale, and he has

signed on to intern with the church. In addition to helping expand The

House’s ministry into a weekly event, he plans to work with a

marketing team to develop unique ways to bring kids in, including

holding poetry contests in local schools that would culminate in having

the winners read on stage at The House. He’s also hoping to help

establish a recording studio connected to the ministry and eventually

draw in younger kids through the outreach efforts.

“My role is not always clear,” admits Jonathan, who realizes the

ultimate focus of any ministry is people—not tasks. “You can’t just

come in and push your agenda. There are so many cultural

sensitivities that have to be respected. Sometimes you have to just go

with the flow and let God work.” 
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church
fort

Hearing words so raw and real amidst kids living in such brokenness

brought Jonathan Greener ’06 to tears the first time he attended 

a worship service at The House. In fact, the experience completely

changed his view of urban ministry. 

Jonathan grew up in a family

focused on ministry and missions—

his dad was an Anglican priest, and

his mom, a specialist in organiza-

tions that work with at-risk children

in the two-thirds world. Wanting to

get involved in outreach as well, he

contacted Phil Jackson, an associate

pastor at Lawndale Community

Church (LCC) in downtown Chicago.

The church was founded during the

late 1970s by Pastor Wayne Gordon

’75, at a time when Lawndale was

considered the fifteenth poorest

neighborhood in the nation. Today,

thousands are involved with 

LCC’s various ministries, including

The House. 

Intrigued by this concept,

Jonathan decided to start attending

the twice-monthly services. “When I

go to The House, I feel like I’m

primarily there to learn,” he

explains. “I’ve heard crazy stories,

stuff you can hardly believe really

happens. These kids are hurting in

ways we can’t begin to imagine.”

From performances by Christian rap and step groups, to the

testimony of a 15-year-old girl struggling with sexual purity, to the

reflections of an ex-gang member and former drug dealer, each

poignant worship experience has brought Jonathan more in touch with

the transforming power of a relationship with Christ and the vital

need for culture-sensitive urban ministry.

“A lot of people think they have to go overseas to be involved in

missions, but that’s just false,” emphasizes Jonathan.

This is a revelation that Assistant Director of the Office of

Christian Outreach (OCO) Paul Baker hopes to impart to more of

Wheaton’s student body. New to the College, Paul brings empirical

knowledge of urban ministry drawn from his work with Metro

Ministries in New York City.

“In college, students can learn a lot about missions and ministry,

but putting it into practice is a different story,” Paul notes. “The

bridge from school to real life is not always clear.”

To help forge this connection, Paul and his team have been working

to build stronger relationships with established ministries in local

1
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New parents are often surprised by the intensity of their love for their 
child. Suddenly, their heart aches or sings for joy, in unison with that of 
their little one, and they are forever changed.

“To love . . . a child, is to become vulnerable in a whole new way,”
writes Frederick Buechner. “It is no longer only through what happens to 
yourself that the world can hurt you, but through what happens to the one
you love also.”

When a child is born with physical or mental disabilities, this sense of 

Meet three Wheaton 

alumni families whose  

lives have been 

transformed by 

their children with  

special needs.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

W H E A T O Nfamilies
The third in a series focusing 

on issues faced by Wheaton families 
in today’s complex world.

Stewards of 
His Mysteries



dependent, Nita says,“One of the things that we so appreciate about
Cheryl is her implicit love of God. It is so pure. She just takes Him at
His word.”

the Holcomb family
Nancy Andrews Holcomb ’77 and her husband Hamp, had two busy
preschoolers when their son Jay was born in 1985 with Spina Bifida, a
condition affecting 70,000 Americans in which the spinal column
doesn’t form properly.

Their story is one of love, loss, and healing since Jay went home to
Jesus in 1999, just before he turned 14.

Nancy will never forget the day he was born.“I remember thinking,
Lord, don’t do this to me. I can’t do this.” But six weeks later, after one of
Jay’s surgeries, she remembers looking at him with worry, when, she
says,“I realized that I just adored this child—even though I knew he
had nothing but trouble to give.Then it hit me—this is how much
God loves me.”

Before long, the couple had their fourth child; and yet even 
with so many responsibilities, they managed to keep humor 
alive.They taught Jay to see himself through God’s eyes—complete
and uniquely made—and to depend on the Lord in times of trouble.

And they did have troubles. Jay underwent 26 surgeries in 14 years.
Paralyzed from the chest down, he had to be catheterized and changed
four times a day. His vocal chords were also paralyzed, so he had
difficulty swallowing, speaking, and breathing.

Still, Jay kept a positive outlook and winsome personality.
Says Hamp,“He was a gatherer of people who could strike up a
conversation with anyone, anywhere.”

Over the years, the body of Christ provided amazing support.
When Jay had a tracheotomy for 13 months, Nancy says,“I did not
cook a meal for a year.” Others learned to suction Jay so

vulnerability increases, while the concerns of parenting multiply.
A whole new world of doctors, specialists, and therapists opens.And
often the dreams held for our children must be abandoned. It is in
abandoning our own dreams, however, that we come closer to
discovering God’s.

At least, this is what happened to three alumni families, each at
different stages of their journeys in life.Though these families 
represent only a small number of the Wheaton body affected by
disabilities, their stories offer insights into the privileges and challenges
of raising children who are the uniquely enabled, image-bearers 
of God.

the Newing Family
Jim M.A. ’61 and Nita Newing ’64, R.N. ’62 were missionaries in
Lima, Peru, when their second child, Cheryl, was born in 1967.The
moment she was born, the baby was whisked away, and Nita wasn’t
allowed to see her all day.

When, at Nita’s request, the nurses finally brought Cheryl to her,
she unwrapped her for a good look.A nurse herself, Nita immediately
recognized the markers for Down Syndrome, a chromosomal
abnormality that affects 350,000 families in the United States.

During those early days, a letter from Nita’s mother gave her the
hope she needed, which Nita says has proven true through the years.
The letter read,“Be occupied with the Giver and you will learn to
appreciate this gift—she’ll prove to be the most valuable gift of all
because of the things she’ll teach you, which you could never learn
apart from her.”

After the shock subsided, life went back to routine, sailing along
much as normal, except when Cheryl was sick.“The doctors were
reluctant to treat her,” Nita remembers.“Over and over the doctors
told me,‘This is your simple way out.’”

When the Newings returned to Wheaton two years later, they
found encouragement in College Church’s group for parents with
special needs children.With few resources available at the public
schools, however, Cheryl had a hard time adapting, and the Newings
made the hardest decision of their lives—to send seven-year-old
Cheryl to live in Wisconsin at Shepherd’s Home and School.

“Shepherd’s helped change her personality—she began to really like
herself,” explains Nita, who adds that there, Cheryl learned reading,
writing, and the basics of independent living.

Then at age 18, Cheryl came home again, and was offered a job at
Tyndale House Publishers, where she worked for 15 years. People
often tell Jim how much they love Cheryl, but he’ll always remem-
ber the receptionist at Tyndale who said,“Cheryl has changed my way
of thinking about people. She is the most loved person here.”

Last year, back surgery brought Cheryl home full-time, and until she
can find new employment, Nita has had to stop working as well.
Though they sometimes struggle with the restraints of having a lifelong



She and her husband, Randy Tuurie ’97 now know a bit more about
Noah’s condition—he has a mysterious syndrome that has caused
global delays.Without knowing much about the syndrome, however,
they lack specifics about what the future may hold.

With a sweet smile and an infectious laugh, four-year-old Noah
crawls and cruises furniture to get around, and the Tuuries are hopeful
that one day he will be able to express his needs and desires.A typical
week for Noah includes preschool, four private therapies, and usually at
least one trip to a lengthening list of specialists.

Karin says that family and friends have made all the difference.“One
friend spent the whole day at Children’s Hospital with me,” she
remembers, adding that she also appreciates people who simply take an
interest in Noah, asking about him, and treating him as they would any
little boy.

Through her church’s disability ministries, she has found a circle of
supportive friends, respite care, and more. Karin says,“Probably one of
the best things has been that the director of disability ministries has
been very intentional about putting the ministry in front of the
congregation—so Noah is loved and accepted by everyone, including
his Sunday school peers.”

The couple notes that Noah has revolutionized their notions of
success.“We’ve come to see that God doesn’t care about our physical
abilities or our earthly successes—He truly does ‘look on the heart’”
(1 Sam. 16:7).

For the Tuuries, parenthood has not been easy. Lately, Noah has been
having trouble sleeping and eating, and as he grows older and bigger,
the daily tasks of feeding, changing, and bathing him become more
labor intensive.

Perhaps above all, Karin notes that having Noah has forced them 
to rely on God.“We are learning that it is only through faith in His
sovereignty and His promises that we can make it through each day.”
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families
W H E A T O N

Disability ministry can take many forms, but at College Church 
in Wheaton, a new ministry gives Wheaton students the rare opportunity to learn
more than any class could teach.

Ben Watters ’05 had never worked with people with

disabilities before he got involved with College

Church’s disability ministry. After serving as student

coordinator for Shepherd’s Arms for the last two

years, Ben, a premed student, now feels fortunate to

count Tony Belgio, a young man with Down

Syndrome, as one of his friends.

“It’s a lot of fun,” he comments, about his role in

this new ministry, a collaborative effort between the

Office of Christian Outreach and the STARS disability

ministry of College Church in Wheaton.

Just a small part of the 2,000-member church’s

over 30-year-old disability ministry, Shepherd’s Arms

has given couples like Karin Jensen Tuurie ’97 and

husband, Randy ’97, a chance to get out “knowing

that Noah is with people who are willing and excited

to be with him.” It has also given college students

like Ben an opportunity to glimpse first-hand the gifts

of those who are differently-abled. He says, “My

experiences working with special needs people

have been a profound part of my college experience.

True friends are to be found among the STARS.”

The brainchild of Dawn Soetenga Clark M.A. ’00,

director of disability ministries at the church,

Shepherd’s Arms was established two years ago to

provide some respite care to parents with special

needs children.

“When we surveyed our parents, we found that

finances, and a lack of qualified sitters were the two

reasons most people were not able to take a break,”

explains Dawn, adding that each of the volunteers

participates in disability training and some in

optional CPR classes.

Life Lessons

the family could attend church and Sunday school, and later, more
people came forward to care for him, including one man who carried
Jay piggy-back for the entire third-grade field trip.

At Jay’s funeral, there was standing-room only with 2,000 attending.
Just after Jay was born, Hamp came across 1 Corinthians 4:1:

“Let men regard us as stewards of the great mysteries of God.”
Nancy remembers Hamp’s response,“What’s one of the greatest
mysteries in life? A disabled person who has the joy of the 
Lord. Maybe God has given us Jay so that we will be stewards of 
this great mystery.”

the Tuurie Family
When Noah Tuurie was six months old, his mother Karin Jensen
Tuurie ’97 received a letter with heart-wrenching news.“It said that
Noah had microcephaly. I didn’t know what that was, so I 

went online and looked it up.That was the first time we 
realized, this is serious.”
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Marilee A. Melvin ’72

Vice President 

for Alumni Relations

Early this year, three Wheaton professors entered into the Lord’s
presence.

Onas Scandrette and Mel Lorentzen ’49 died in mid-January.
Dr. Scandrette’s vision for the fledgling discipline of psychology in the
1960s and his skill in mentoring students laid the foundation for
Wheaton’s three thriving psychology programs today. For more than

30 years, Dr. Lorentzen taught us how to work with the creative process of
writing, and encouraged us to express ourselves in the arts. His memorial service
at Windsor Park Manor was filled with the hymns he loved and testified to 
God’s goodness.

Dr. John Leedy died on March 5. He taught biology and botany at Wheaton
from 1937-1977, planted many of the trees on front campus, and with his father
established the Black Hills Science Station. Even at age 98, Doc Leedy was still
filled with the sweetness and gentility that characterized his life and relationships.

The contribution of these three lives to Wheatonites is incalculable.They
mentored, influenced, and encouraged several generations of Wheaton alumni
through their teaching and enduring friendship.We are grateful for their 
living witness as faithful servants of Jesus Christ.

As we give thanks for the legacies of Drs. Scandrette, Lorentzen, and Leedy,
we trust God to equip and empower Wheaton’s faculty to influence and educate
young men and women who will bring Christ’s redemptive message to a
suffering world.

Wheaton’s faculty is entrusted with extraordinary students who have 
enormous potential.The newest class of 2005, characterized by passion for global
and social issues, is book-ended by two world disasters.Their freshman year
began with September 11, 2001. Over Christmas break last December, the
Southeast Asian tsumani came very close to Wheaton as Shanya Ilangakoon-
Perera ’05 e-mailed friends on campus of her family’s efforts to bring aid relief 
to fellow Sri Lankans. Shanya and her classmates will soon move to places of
service all over the globe, imprinted for life by their faculty mentors.

As we pray for Wheaton’s faculty and students, and serve in our own place,
we can be assured that the One who calls and sends, also equips and sustains.
May we listen to Him and obey Him, that we may glorify Him.

THE PURPOSE  OF  THE  WHEATON COLLEGE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION I S  TO UNITE  ALL  ALUMNI  OF

WHEATON COLLEGE  INTO A  COMPACT ORGANIZATION FOR EFFECTIVE  COMMUNICATION WITH

EACH OTHER AND WITH THE COLLEGE , TO ARRANGE ALUMNI  REUNIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THE

FORMATION OF  WHEATON CLUBS  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COLLEGE  AND FELLOW ALUMNI , AND TO PROMOTE ALUMNI  GIV ING.

WHEATONa word with alumni

Alumni Association

President

Robert D. Dye ’73 

President-elect

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Past President

Charles V. Hogren ’58 
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Marilee A. Melvin ’72 

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni Trustee
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Charles V. Hogren ’58 
Matthew C. Hsieh ’93 

Board of Directors

Serving through 2005

Daniel R. Branda ’61 
Frederick W. Claybrook, Jr. ’73 
Laurelyn Domeck Claybrook ’73 
Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77 
Benjamin J. Noonan ’04 
Judith Hamer Whitecotton ’64 

Serving through 2006

Paul T. Armerding ’75 
E. Susanne Francis-Thornton ’95 
William E. Orris, Jr. ’85 
Charles W. Schoenherr ’50 
Rachel Mazorol Seale ’04 
Sean P. Shimmel ’91 
Serving through 2007

Jan Renich Barger ’69 
Gary L. Campbell, MA ’02 
Paul D. Elsen ’71 
Mary Beth Willson Elsen ’71 
Jenai Davis Jenkins ’89 
David W. Salstrom ’53 
Daniel S. Taetzsch ’81 



It was just as we had hoped and
planned.The three “Als,” retired
Wheaton professors, came well prepared
to challenge us.Alan Johnson with his
gripping study of Romans,
Al Smith ’54 with his walks and talks
about “bogs and logs” and everything in
between.Alva Steffler brought his
creative nature to an interesting
weeklong discussion on worship and
where it takes place, the architecture,
the edifice, and the space.

All the Adventurers came to the
Northwoods with a variety of agendas.
Most of us were fairly easy going, but
there were some who wanted to
“swim” in Long Lake no matter the
weather, or try horseback riding in the
woods. Some brought bicycles and
wheeled along the open paths and

an Adventurer looks forward

WHEATON ALUMNIassociation
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by Ruth Bamford ’50

Sept. 10-15, 2005Northwoods Adventure 

at HoneyRock

September 10-15, 2005

For a brochure or more information, please contact 

the Alumni office at alumni@wheaton.edu or 630/752-5047.

Join alumni

and guests,

age 55+, for

a fun and

challenging

retreat at

Wheaton’s

northwoods

campus.
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elect your 2005-06 
alumni representatives
The Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors 

performs the vital function of representing 39,000 alumni to the

College and helps to fulfill the Association’s mission to “unite all

alumni of Wheaton College and Graduate School in a compact

organization” in order to communicate, reunite, and encourage

each other, as well as promote the mission of the College through

regular, prayerful support.  

Your involvement with this representative Board is also vital, so

cast your vote today for alumni who will represent the decades of

the 1960s, 1970s, 1990s, and the Eastern States region.  

Regular board members serve a three-year term. Your suggestions

for board candidates are welcomed throughout the year. Final 

candidates are selected by a Nominating Committee of the Alumni

Board, which selects annual candidates to achieve an overall 

representational balance on the Board with respect to gender, age,

ethnicity, and life experience. 

Log on to www.wheatonalumni.org/vote to complete your 

ballot online or return the enclosed ballot (alumni only).  Register

for the Alumni Online Community to gain access to the Alumni

Board ballot, search for classmates in the online alumni directory,

submit class news and photos, and much more.

online or return the enclosed ballot by June 1, 2005

for your vote to be counted.  Don’t delay – cast your vote today!

(Please vote only once.)

roads. Some sat around talking while
doing projects of many kinds—sewing,
painting, and drawing.The rifle range
was busy with first-timers wanting to
see how well they could do.

Evenings were fun, inspiring, and
mellow.We will never forget our
evening around the fire, when
President Emeritus Hudson Armerding
’41 spoke of his walk with God.A
variety show always brings out the
unexpected in some of the “quietest”
folks, and some great talent.A men’s
singing group rivaled days of yore with
their enthusiasm.

On starlit nights, many followed the
tiki torches out to the campfire for
s’mores and singing until we had sung
much of what we remember from our
younger days (songs we hadn’t heard in
many years!).Those with continued
energy took time to examine the stars . . .
very beautiful on a dark night in the
Northwoods.

All in all, it would be hard to
find a friendlier, happier,
more interesting, or caring
group of people together

in such a lovely place.
If you are age 55 or older and like

the sound of this, consider joining us
this year, September 10-15.All three
“Als” will be back with different topics.
A number of other experiences are
being planned. Costs are reasonable and
transportation is available from
Wheaton.

Contact the Alumni office at
alumni@wheaton.edu or 
630.752.5047 for more information.

vote

What difference can one person make?

Wheaton College is currently considering applications for the

Reunions Coordinator, a key position at the Alumni Association.

Don’t miss this opportunity to work with alumni and families

representing more than 70 years of Wheaton classes by plan-

ning their reunions each spring and fall. Use your gifts to make

the visit back to campus extra special!

For information, visit the Human Resources Web site at

www.wheaton.edu/HR
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Hawaii honored Bob for a lifetime of
island ministry and service, in
ceremonies in Honolulu. Eighty-five
alums, spouses, parents of current
students, and friends of Bob and Barbara
(Luckner Loveless)—including Greg ’60
and Bev Trifonovich flying in from the
Big Island—enjoyed the annual buffet
dinner. Eileen Lum ’56 emceed the
program, which was followed by the first
local preview of the film “Beyond the
Gates of Splendor.”

Representing the Alumni Association,
yours truly came armed with mementos
for Bob, who was recovering from a
recent stroke.The traditional lei presenta-
tions were followed by biographical and
career profile readings by the Rev.
Nelson Kwon ’51, M.A. ’53 and Mrs.
Bong (Alma Lai) Ro ’62, who was
pointed to Wheaton by Bob, her child-
hood pastor.With Gloria (Mrs. Bill ’56)
Wong at the piano, the group sang
several of the hundreds of choruses
written by Bob—a talent that came
naturally as one of three sons of 
the noted songwriter, music director of

CLUBSwheaton

Farther or Faster?  

Young alumni are catching on. Many 
are realizing the value and importance 
of staying involved with the Wheaton
family—after they’ve left Wheaton’s
campus—for job and ministry network-
ing, reestablishing friendships with
classmates, and seeking mentor relation-
ships.As the saying goes, if there’s one
thing we all learn eventually, it’s that we
can run fast alone, but farther together.

This past fall, young alumni gathered at
Wheaton Club events in Cleveland,
Bloomington (IN), Phoenix, and Seattle.
At each event, attendees expressed a
common interest in staying connected
with each other.

Volunteers are working with the
Alumni office to provide leadership to
local young alumni. Jennifer Streeter ’99,
a grad student at Indiana University,
planned a picnic for Wheaton alumni
studying at IU and the local alumni
community.At the Phoenix all-alumni
event last spring, Josh Utterback ’03
caught a vision for planning a young
alumni event this past fall with Club
leader Mark Boatwright ’87.

In other locations,Wheaton Club

leaders are expanding their programs to
include events specifically for young
alumni.They recognize that something
special happens when Wheaton alumni
gather together, as brothers and sisters in
Christ, to enjoy and encourage one
another. Many Clubs are experiencing
the same outcomes at all-alumni events,
such as athletic away-game tailgates and
Conservatory concert tour receptions.

Regardless of the type of event, young
alumni are seeking—and finding—
relationships that expand their perspective
on how to live faithfully in the world and
that deepen their walk with Christ.

A Lifetime of Service

What song has been sung or played more
times on campus in the past 65 years than
any other? Nope, not the “Alma Mater.”
Nor any of the chapel favorites. Most
likely, not even the national anthem.

It’s the “Wheaton Fight Song,” written
by Rev. Robert (Bob) Loveless ’44,
M.A. ’48.

On January 28, the Wheaton Club of
A group of young alumni enjoy an afternoon together in

Phoenix, AZ.

Rev. Robert Loveless

'43 and Barbara

Luckner Loveless

are welcomed by 

Dr. Bong '62 and

Alma Lai Ro '62,

who were married

by Robert.

by Ben Nordstrom ‘94, Director of Alumni Programs
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Plan to attend these golf dates 

Wheaton Open (Prairie Landing),
West Chicago, IL, May 9

Show Me Thunder Invitational 
(St.Albans), St. Louis, MO, June 20

Mid-Atlantic Save the Date

Spend a relaxing weekend in south
central Pennsylvania with Wheaton
alumni, families, and friends from across
the mid-Atlantic states. Contact the
Alumni office at alumni@wheaton.edu

Hawaii also enjoyed fellowship in the
Kahului (Maui) home of Milton and Judy
Habegger Fricke ’66.
by Ray H. Smith ’54

For a more complete biographical sketch of
Bob, to listen to the “Wheaton Fight Song,” or
to connect with the Wheaton family in your
area, visit the Alumni Online Community at
www.wheatonalumni.org.

Wheaton Club Events

Bryan/College Station, TX - April 8

Raleigh, NC - April 8

Charlotte, NC - April 9

Talequah, OK - April 9

St. Louis, MO – April 10

Des Moines, IA - April 16

WMBI, and founding pastor of the
Wheaton Evangelical Free Church, the
late Rev.Wendell P. Loveless, Sr.

A tribute from a former minister of
Bob’s first parish in Hawaii (1949-59),
the Kaimuki Evangelical Church, was
followed by mementos from campus,
including greetings from several campus
colleagues and photocopies of some 30
pages of The Wheaton Record in which
Loveless was mentioned during his
student years.

Bob penned the lyrics and score of the
“Wheaton Fight Song” for the 1941
North Central Homecoming game,
when he was just a 19-year-old Wheaton
sophomore.

Earlier in January,Wheaton alumni in

GREECE
Following .the . footsteps .of . Paul
June 3-17, 2005

Wheaton College 
Alumni Association Tour

Contact:
The Alumni Office or
Footstep Ministries 972.418.6103
www.footstepministries.org

Mark your calendar now and plan to return to campus for

WHEATON COLLEGE HOMECOMING 2005

OCTOBER 7-8 Join Wheaton alumni for a weekend full of friends, family, memories, and fun, including Wheaton 

Thunder sports, All-Alumni Family Brunch, Homecoming Chapel, the Conservatory’s fall concert, and more.

Join these classes commemorating reunions this year:

25th:1980 / 20th:1985 / 15th:1990 / 10th:1995 / 5th: 2000 / Cluster – 2003, 2004, & 2005

Look for further information in your mail or call the Alumni office at 630.752.5047.  

Visit the Homecoming 2005 web page at www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions.

25th Annual 

Mid-Atlantic Retreat

Fayetteville, PA

November 11-13, 2005



in the years since.There are more
interesting and inspiring stories from
classmates than can be shared in a
lifetime, and the Online Community
provides nearly limitless space to publish
many of them. Class webmasters assist in
this process by managing the flow and
presentation of news and stories with
their classmates.They also periodically
encourage updates from those who
haven’t posted news recently.

“Being the webmaster for the class of
1953 has been exceptionally rewarding,”
says Dave Roe ’53.“For our 50th
reunion, twelve of us worked to get
about 80 [classmates] registered online
and we received 250 short bios, which
are now on the alumni site.The stories
are just amazing.”

In the near future, web pages will be
available for Wheaton Clubs to connect
with the local alumni family, as well.
Soon class and club webmasters will also
help communicate to alumni and friends
by broadcast e-mail.

With more than 10,000 alumni now
registered on the Online Community,
we hope to soon have every Wheaton
class represented with a class page.Visit
wheatonalumni.org today to add your
name to the growing list of classmates
who are connecting online.

from classmates, class gift histories,
and much more.The webmasters’
responsibility is to help connect
classmates electronically with each other
and with the College.

“Serving as class webmaster gives me a
chance to continue to be a part of and
serve the Wheaton community,” says Jan
Halim Kang ’97,“and I enjoy being the
first to know what’s new with my
friends and class members.”

Each class has a unique identity
formed through their years on campus,
augmented by reunions and relationships

You’ve heard of class presidents, class
representatives, class reunion chairs, and
even class clowns . . . but class
webmasters? Whether you’ve known
about them or not, since 1996 many
Wheaton classes have been supported by a
member who volunteers as a webmaster
to create and manage class pages within
the Alumni Online Community.

Twenty-eight webmasters currently
maintain web pages for Wheaton classes
between 1953 and 2003.These pages
contain upcoming reunion information,
past event archives, news and photos

ALUMNIconnections
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“I love being a [class]

webmaster. It’s a

way for me 

to give back to

Wheaton and keep

in touch with my

friends at the same

time.”

Jeff Squire ’01

We appreciate our current Class Webmasters for their

good work in keeping their classmates connected. If

your class is missing from this list and you would like

more details about serving as a Class Webmaster, please

email Richard Lyon ’99 at alumni@wheaton.edu.

1953.....Dave Roe
1954.....Bud Becker
1957.....David Starks
1958.....Glenda van der Zaag
1967.....Stu Johnson
1970.....Karen Hensley
1977.....Ken Hobday
1979.....Scott Davis
1980.....Mark Smith

1981.....Kevin Bell
1984.....Doug Schmidt
1986.....Kevin Shelton
1988.....Jon Scott
1989.....John Biedebach
1990.....Brian Felder
1991.....Marlene Hurshman
1992.....Amy Park
1993.....Toby Klauder

1994.....Todd Oakley
1995.....Greg Hickel
1996.....Kathy Hitt
1997.....Jan Kang 
1998.....Elizabeth Bawden
1999.....Richard Lyon
2000.....Mike Sethi
2001.....Jeffrey Squire
2003.....Annie Messing

Mastering the Web—
by Class
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schedule of events

Friday, May 6, 2005

9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Alumni Reunion Central

12 p.m. Heritage Society Lunch

2 p.m. – 3 p.m. Legacy Mural Dedication

Various p.m. Class Reunion Events

8 p.m. Festival of Faith Concert

Saturday, May 7, 2005

8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Alumni Reunion Central

8 a.m. Wheaton Associates Breakfast

9 a.m. Women’s PE Majors Reunion

9:30 a.m. “Treasures of Wheaton” Lecture

11 a.m. Alumni Punch Reception

11:30 a.m. Alumni Celebration Luncheon

Various p.m. Class Reunion Programs & Photos

3 p.m. Graduate School Commencement

Various p.m. Class Reunion Events

Sunday, May 8, 2005

9 a.m. Baccalaureate Service

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Commencement Buffet

12 p.m. ROTC Commissioning Service

3 p.m. Undergraduate Commencement

Alumni of the Year

Distinguished Service to Society: Dr. John (Jack) Swanson ’49 

Distinguished Service to Alma Mater: Betty Burtness Knoedler ’50

Check out www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions
for a complete listing of Alumni Weekend 2005 events and to 
register on-line.  Registration deadline is April 22, 2005.

alumni weekend
may 5-8, 2005
Rooted and
Established In Love
We invite you to come and enjoy the all-alumni and class reunion events
planned for Alumni Weekend. We look forward to seeing you.

Classes commemorating reunions this spring:

75th – Class of 1930

70th – Class of 1935

65th – Class of 1940 Chair:  Jeanne Smith Burton & Jane Agnew Marston

60th – Class of 1945 Chair:  Martha Cole Baptista

55th – Class of 1950 Chair:  Ruth Bamford

50th – Class of 1955 Chair:  Don Soderquist & Zondra Lindblade

45th – Class of 1960 Chair:  Don West

40th – Class of 1965 Chair:  Dave Veerman

35th – Class of 1970 Chair:  Sue Finke Dahlin & David Kletzing

30th – Class of 1975 Chair:  Gene Frost & Roger Sandberg
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Please teach me how
To be with You, and be here now. 
From the poem “Here Now,” 
by Phyllis Nsiah-Kumi ’94

When Phyllis Nsiah-Kumi ’94 met Teishetta 

Daniel ’96 through the Office of Multicultural

Development’s 1-2-1 peer mentoring program, lit-

tle did she dream that they would co-found a min-

istry one day. 

In March of 2003, the friends were discussing

their dissatisfaction with the lack of online

resources for single women, and with fruitless

Web searches that yielded nothing but dating 

services. 

Challenging the notion that adult life begins

after marriage, Phyllis and Teishetta envisioned a

new ministry focused on single Christian women.

In less than three months, their vision became a

reality when Here Now! was incorporated as a

nonprofit organization, and fellow alumnae Alison

Shirley ’94 and Elizabeth Bawden ‘98 joined the

board of directors. 

The ministry reaches about 500 single women

through a monthly e-mail newsletter and a Web

site. There are resources and links on health,

faith, community, parenting, leadership, college,

and careers for women of all ages. In October,

Here Now! hosted a national conference in

Chicago titled “Single Women Building 

Strong Relationships,” where Wheaton Alumni

Association Board member Susy Francis-Thornton

’95 and Wheaton College Director of Current Gifts

Bonnie Malcolm Chrisman were guest speakers,

along with Andrea Scott ’93.

Since founding Here Now! Phyllis has gained a

worldwide network of Christian friends. She cred-

its her experiences at Wheaton, and especially

Rodney Sisco’s guidance in the 1-2-1 program

(which she helped start) with transforming her

ingularity
by Donna Antoniuk

from a quiet, shy girl into the confident leader she

is today. “At Wheaton, I had many opportunities to

grow my leadership skills and love for ministry,”

she reflects.

Phyllis lives out Here Now!’s motto: Live

Vibrantly, Grow Faithfully, Develop Professionally,

and Connect Relationally. This summer she even

plans to begin a doctoral fellowship in general

internal medicine. 

Starting a national ministry has definitely been

a faith-stretching experience for her, but she has

also experienced God’s faithfulness.”Tomorrow is

not promised,” she reminds other single women.

“If today was your last day, would you be able to

say that you had lived all of your days to their

fullest and pointed others to Jesus Christ to the

best of your ability? Or would you have to say that

you have been living on hold waiting for some-

thing? There are so many incredible opportunities

for us to impact our families, friends, and commu-

nities for Him, whether or not we have husbands,”

she emphasizes. “Don’t let them pass you by.”

For more information visit 

www.herenowonline.org
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’m a Wheaton guy and everyone knows it,” 

Ray Smith ’54 proudly declares, with a conta-

gious exuberance that could infuse even a 

nonalumnus with a double-dose of school

spirit for his alma mater.

Born to missionary parents in China and reared

in Hawaii, Ray came to college without much

more than a closet full of loud aloha shirts and a

predilection for bare feet (which Illinois weather

discouraged). Attending school so far away from

home, he admits that it was easy to become heav-

Alumni Ambassador-at-Large by Jessica L. Allen
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He never scored a touchdown

at McCully Stadium. But the

Scribe captured the

thundering victories of

Wheaton Crusaders with the

power of his pen. He never hit

a home run on Lawson Field.

But he connected alumni to

their Wheaton “home” 

for more than a half century. 

He never scored a free throw 

at Coray or Centennial gyms. 

But he means as much to

Wheaton athletics as the “W”

stars on the court and field.

Wheaton College honors Ray Smith ’54 with 

the 2004 Lifetime Friendship Award for helping keep 

alumni connected for 50 years.

ily immersed in extracurricular activities as he

established a surrogate family at Wheaton.

“How fortunate I was from day one to be

embraced by this Wheaton campus community,”

says Ray, who nostalgically recalls his arrival at

the Wheaton train station in late August 1950.

“There to meet me were friends of my mother,

Gertrude Ekvall ’26—a testament to the lifelong

alumni relationships she kept fresh over the

decades.”

Years later, Ray has established his own cohe-

“I

Ray in 1954 with his manual Royal typerwriter 

(which he still has!).
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sive band of Wheaton comrades—and that is an

understatement. In the half a century since that

summer day, he has amassed a network of close

to a thousand friends, accumulated about as many

Wheaton stories as a bookcase full of novels, and

become a veritable alumni legend in his time.

“He is one of those alumni who through the

years has been a constant variable—critiquing,

supporting, encouraging, and keeping people

connected,” commends Vice President for Alumni

Relations Marilee Melvin, who appreciatively

refers to Ray as “ambassador-at-large” for the

College.

A former Alumni Association president (1965-

66) and the only 1954 graduate to attend all ten of

his class reunions, Ray was the chair of the plan-

ning committee for his 50th reunion last May,

when it was unveiled in a surprise announcement

that he would receive the 2004 Award of

Distinction for Lifetime Friendship. The honor was

established in 2000 to recognize individuals who

demonstrate “unique and enduring support of

Wheaton, its mission, and its people.” 

“A Wheaton alum strong and true, he might

even bleed orange and blue. His loyalty shows,

from his head to his toes—his service exceeded

by few!” wrote “Crusader Poet Laureate” Lee

Troup ’51 in a limerick especially for the occasion.

More than 500 friends and family members

were invited to celebrate with Ray at a luau-

inspired “roast” held October 30, 2004, on

Wheaton’s campus. Still others sent letters, cards,

and notes of appreciation to the alumnus affec-

tionately known as “The Scribe” (a moniker

coined by star athlete Dick “Ziggy” Parramore ’52

back in the 1950s).

While he often found himself caught up in light-

hearted shenanigans and class rivalry as a stu-

dent, Ray’s many involvements, including writing

for The Record and the Wheaton Alumni maga-

zine, easily kept him in the thick of campus activ-

ity. “I look back now and I don’t see how I made it

through academically,” jokes Ray, who graduated

with a degree in history. “My social life suffered,

too. . . . I spent more time in the alumni gym with

the guys and coaches than at the library.”

Passionate about athletics and a prolific jour-

nalist, Ray was singled out by Coach Harvey

Chrouser ’34 in 1951 to become the new sports

information director, reporting on almost every

Crusader athletic event for the next five years. As

SID he also served as campus sports correspon-

dent for the former Wheaton Daily Journal, for

which he wrote more than 10,000 column inches

on the Crusaders’ exploits. 

“Whatever happened on the court, mat, or field

would be faithfully reported,” Dick Parramore ’52

reminisces in a congratulatory letter to his old

friend. “He was always there on the bench . . . or

close to it.”

In 1976, Ray also co-founded Wheaton’s

Athletic Hall of Honor, and has served as chair of

its selection committee ever since. Few of his

close friends (including golf buddy Jack

Swanson ’49; coaches Bob Baptista ’44, Joe

Bean, and Lee Pfund ’49; and current sports mar-

keting manager Jay Martin ’79) could resist a lit-

tle lighthearted ribbing at his award reception.

“You have increased my descriptive vocabulary

when it comes to umpires and referees,” teased

Bob, retired Crusader soccer coach. 

Added “winningest” soccer coach Joe Bean,

with tongue-in-cheek, “Ray has saved more

money for Wheaton’s athletic department than

any donor has ever given—because he was an

assistant coach to all of us!” 

While working as SID, Ray met his bride-to-be,

Lillian Weaver, the great-great-granddaughter of

Wheaton’s first president, Jonathan Blanchard.

“Marrying the love of my life is probably my

greatest accomplishment,” Ray says emphatical-

ly. The couple raised two children, Scott Smith

’80, and Heidi Smith Truty ’82, who is currently on

staff at the College’s Wade Center. 

After graduating from Wheaton, Ray went on to

receive his MBA from the University of Chicago,

and served as editor and publisher for Telephone

Engineer & Management magazine until his

retirement in 1994, though he remains a media

consultant liaison for the International

Engineering Consortium.

Today, he still lives close to campus, and is

more active in the Alumni Association than ever.

With his reputation for sending out regular e-mail

updates on fellow alumni from the ’40s, ’50s, and

beyond, Ray has added hundreds of names and

addresses to his personal distribution list.

And while he frequently visits Hawaii and

Florida on his own resources to host Wheaton

Club activities, Ray would hardly call any of this a

sacrifice.

“Somebody has to do it,” he explains with a

grin.

Ray says his desire for the future is to see his

grandchildren matriculate at Wheaton.

Granddaughter Anda Smith ’05 (an eighth genera-

tion Wheatie) is a senior this year.



An award-winning educator, 

John Fitchuk ’69 has shown generations of

students the joy of music. 

A LIFE IN SYMPHONY
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

efore high school, Laura Pearson hadn’t

taken one private viola lesson. Then she

joined Wheaton North’s chamber

orchestra and met John Fitchuk ’69,

orchestra director for both Wheaton/

Warrenville South and Wheaton North

high schools, as well as the director of

performing arts for Wheaton North.

Seven years later, Laura is a junior

viola major at Oberlin Conservatory, dreaming of

playing for the Chicago Symphony Orchestra one

day. She and her father, Dan, credit John with dis-

covering her talent, encouraging her, connecting

her with the right people, and even lending her his

own viola. Says Dan, “John just goes above and

beyond what you would expect.”

Linda Carlson Knicker ’69 has known John

since their college days and believes that

Laura’s experience is not unusual. Now execu-
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When asked about his favorite piece of music, orchestra director John Fitchuk ’69 has to think for a few moments before settling on 

Brahms’ Requiem. He explains, “Unlike the traditional requiem, it is a requiem of hope in which there is a God who is powerful and just—yet loving.” 

John and his wife, Janet, have two grown sons, Ian and Kevin. 
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alumninews

At home and abroad,

this alumna is

always looking for

new frontiers to

explore.

Louise Troup ’42 is not intimidated when she

encounters an unexpected turn in the path of her

life. In fact, whether she’s founding a nursing

school in the remote mountains of Zululand;

administering one of the nation’s largest Christian

clubs for girls; or shunning retirement to teach ESL

to Mexican immigrants, Louise approaches each

bend in the road with the nonchalance of a sea-

soned adventurer.

“The day I graduated from Wheaton, if I could

have seen a picture of my life, I would have said,

‘Lord what are you doing!?’” she jokes, reflecting

on her varied experiences as one might reflect on

an abstract painting—with a mixture of awe,

appreciation, and sheer puzzlement. At 85 years

old, she still has all of the candor and spunk of a

college student.

Louise’s adventure began in the fall of 1939, dur-

ing her sophomore year at Wheaton. Involved with

Christian Service Council, she began working

with Girls Guild, a new church-based program for

Bible study and recreation developed by Betty

Boslough Whitaker ’43 and modeled after Joe

Coughlin’s ’40, M.A. ’59 Christian Service Brigade

for boys. The group was renamed Pioneer Girls in

1941 by Carol Erickson Smith ’42.

“I was just thrilled with this program because

in my day there was no such a thing as Christian

girl scouts or boy scouts,” Louise explains. “As a

teenager I would always wonder if you could be a

Christian and have as much fun as everyone else

did . . . and years later, this was how God showed

me that yes, you can.”

Passionate about both teaching and serving,

Louise was inspired to pursue nursing, and went

on to receive her master’s degree from Case

Western Reserve in 1947. Two years later, she was

commissioned to found a nursing school in South

Africa under The Evangelical Alliance Mission

(TEAM). Her many responsibilities included

teaching Zulu and Swazi girls English, as well as

how to deliver babies and maneuver a makeshift

ambulance/pickup truck over the country’s pre-

carious mountain roads.

“I can’t believe that I was willing to try these

things without having any idea what I was doing!”

exclaims Louise, who spent six and a half years

teaching nursing before returning to the States.

She later reconnected with Pioneer Girls, becom-

Pioneer Spirit
by Jessica L. Allen

ing the executive director of the organization from

1961-1968.

In spite of her age, Louise also continued to

teach nursing part-time at Illinois’ College of

DuPage, until open-heart surgery forced her to

slow the pace of her life at age 79. And although

she is no longer able to travel abroad, in 2000

Louise was thrilled to get back to teaching and

ministry when she began working with Mexican

immigrants near her home in West Chicago,

through a World Relief-funded program at a local

Lutheran church.

“Today I have the privilege of knowing and lov-

ing these immigrants and discovering what won-

derful people they are,” Louise says with satis-

faction. “What a joy to see that now, in the ‘sunset

years’ of my life, the Lord has brought the mission

field to me.”

“My dad once said to me

that the call to the

mission field was a life’s

call,” says Louise, shown

here in her days as a

young nurse.
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Discovering
India
by Donna Antoniuk

Get in touch with Bob at

rwnels@att.net.
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When Bob Nelson ’49 accompanied his pastor to

India in early 1996, he thought it would be just

another trip.

He had been asked to participate in the dedica-

tions of several churches that the congregation of

Christ United Methodist Church in Venice, Florida,

had helped to fund. The dedication of the church in

Chennai (formerly Madras) was particularly mean-

ingful for him, because it was done in memory of

his recently deceased wife, Dee Trimm Nelson ’48.

To Bob’s surprise, as service after service

resulted in numerous people accepting Christ, he

began to feel more and more compelled to help

the Indian population. Following that initial visit,

he couldn’t stop thinking about the material and

spiritual poverty he witnessed there.

“The main thing is, these people must come to

know the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior, and

then the whole country will flourish,” explains

Bob, a retired marketing and sales representative

for a chemical company.

After witnessing his passion, friends suggested,

“If you’re not going to stop talking about India, why

don’t we form a foundation and help those people?”

And so in May 1996, Bob founded India

Outreach Ministries to partner with and extend

the reach of organizations such as North India

Gospel Association, India Rural Evangelical

Fellowship, and Evangelical Churches of India.

With the support of several private foundations,

IOM has helped fund orphanages; rural grade-

school/church complexes; and Bible, evangelism,

and nursing schools.

After the recent tsunami, Bob’s ministry imme-

diately began raising money for the 200-300 newly

orphaned children who arrived at IOM-funded

orphanages in the hard-hit coastal states of

Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. And, as with all

of IOM’s projects, because the ministry has no

overhead costs or salaries, 100 percent of the gifts

are being used for relief efforts.

IOM board members, including fellow alumni

Chuck Strobeck ’49, pay all of their own travel

expenses. Ultimately, their vision is to build a school

wherever IOM builds a church. “We’ve seen great

results, and many come to know the Lord through

that exposure,” Bob adds. Currently, only 50 percent

of children in India attend school, a situation he

hopes their efforts will help to improve.

In February 2005 Bob made his twelfth trip to

India to oversee the dedications of five projects

funded by his ministry. One of these, an addition

more than doubling the size of the church in

Chennai originally dedicated in Dee’s memory, was

done in honor of Jay Poppinga ’50, late husband of

Betty Farrell-Poppinga Nelson ’50 (whom Bob mar-

ried in 2002). For Bob, the fact that the architect-

consultant firm was named DEEJAY Consultants,

was beyond coincidence. “We thought that was

such a blessing from the Lord,” he says. 

But perhaps the greatest blessing has been

watching the Holy Spirit in action. Bob notes,

“Presenting the love of Christ to thousands in night-

ly evangelistic meetings and to young people in the

schools and orphanages has been most rewarding.” 

One alumnus

experiences an

unexpected

change of course.
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Dr. A. Scott Moreau, professor/chair of
missions and intercultural studies
Introducing World Missions 

(Baker Academic, 2004)
An overview of the biblical, theological,
and historical foundations for missions
that also considers the practical
challenges faced by modern mission
workers (co-authored with Gary R.
Corwin and Gary B. McGee).

Dr. Mark A. Noll, Endowed McManis Chair
of History
Wonderful Words of Life

(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004)
A collection of essays evaluating the
influence of hymns in American
Protestant history and theology 
(co-edited by Richard J. Mouw).

Dr. Rolland Hein, professor emeritus of
English
Growing With My Garden 

(Cornerstone Press, 2004)
A devotional that combines poetry,
reflection, and garden imagery to
illustrate the process of spiritual growth.

Dr. P. J. Hill, Endowed Bennett Chair of
Business and Economics
The Not So Wild, Wild West 

(Stanford University Press, 2004)
An analysis of the institutions, both
formal and informal, that promoted
cooperation rather than conflict 
during America’s frontier history 
(co-authored with Terry L.Anderson).

Dr. Lindy Scott, associate professor of
foreign language (Spanish)
Terrorism and the War in Iraq

(Ediciones Kairos, 2004)
An examination of the war on 
terrorism and responses to it from the
perspective of Latin American 
Christians (co-authored with C. René
Padilla).

Recommended Reading from Wheaton’s

Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of the more recent books.

WHEATONauthors Conceiving the Christian College

Wm.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004

Written by Wheaton College

President Dr. Duane Litfin,

Conceiving the Christian College

elaborates on many of the

Christological issues addressed in

his President’s Commentary col-

umn (see p. 64). This comprehen-

sive assessment of the internal and

external challenges confronting

Christian higher education exam-

ines the unique task faced by the

Christian college that upholds the

Lordship of Jesus Christ as its 

paramount distinctive.  Order

Conceiving the Christian College

and any other faculty books from

the Wheaton College Bookstore:

on the Web, www.wheaton-

books.com; by phone, (630) 752-

5119; or by writing, Wheaton

College Bookstore, 501 College

Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Lyle W. Dorsett, professor of Christian
formation and ministry
Seeking the Secret Place 

(Brazos Press, 2004)
An exploration of the spiritual 
disciplines that shaped the life and faith
of C.S. Lewis.



by Timothy Stuart ’91

From Frog Legs to Fry Bread

WHEATONpublished alumni

I spend my days as the principal of a
school that serves mostly Native
American kids, many of whom have
been labeled or denied opportunities for
one reason or another. My own journey
has taught me that God can work
miracles, through the good, the bad, and
the devastating. It has inspired me to
help young people believe that for every
no the world throws at them, God
speaks a more powerful yes into their
lives—a yes that will ultimately lead
them into a life of promise and a place
of contribution.

Iwas born in the United States but
moved to France—the land of frog legs,
baguettes, and brie—when I was four
years old. I was educated within the
French school system until my family
moved back to the United States for a
year when I was fourteen. Needless 
to say, when I returned to America,
I had an abysmal command of the
English language; although I was an
American, I had long since abandoned
the English language in favor of soccer-
field French.

My new school tested my abilities
through a series of assessments, including
the infamous IQ test—in English, of
course.The scores were analyzed and it
was determined that I was “educable
mentally retarded.” (It was all my sisters
needed to confirm their lifelong
suspicions about my mental capacity!)
This diagnosis sentenced me to almost a
year in the special education resource
room.

I must admit, the “mentally retarded”
label hung more heavily on me than the
wooden nametag I was required to wear
around my neck in case I got lost in
school. I felt stupid and secretly feared
that these results destined me to a life of
limitations.

Two years later, I found myself with
an English teacher who told me that
there was no way I would graduate from
high school, let alone go on to college.
“You’re simply not college material!” he
exclaimed. I promptly reassured him that

I intended to graduate and that I was
going to college. (Unfortunately, I did
not say it so politely and earned myself a
trip to the principal’s office.) 

But if there is one thing that I learned
from a year of being labeled “mentally
retarded,” it is that labels often do more
harm than good. In fact, they most 
often do not reflect how God sees His
children at all—full of promise and
possibilities that can be deepened, rather
than demolished, through difficulty.

Today I live in New Mexico: the land
of fry bread, mutton, and green chili.

5 7

Dr. Timothy S. Stuart ’91 serves as the high

school principal of Rehoboth Christian 

School in Rehoboth, New Mexico. He has

taught high school students on three

continents, and his latest book, Raising

Children At Promise: How the 

Surprising Gifts of Adversity and

Relationships Build Character in Kids

(Jossey-Bass, 2005), presents

how it is possible to grow

positively from life’s

adversity. Tim and 

his wife, Mona, have

three children, Tyler,

Moriah, and Ian.
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my life had really taken a turn.

* * *
The Chicago Tribune once said that I had
an “uncanny knack for being in the right
place at the right time.”That may be true,
but it’s nothing I ever planned. . . . I’ve
accepted the fact that if this is what the
Lord wants me to do, then I’m going to
do the best job I can with it.A lot of
things have happened that I can’t explain,
and I can’t say I ever planned to do any of
this.The last thing in my mind going to
work that fateful day, December 19, 1998,
was becoming Speaker of the House. But
it happened.

People are always asking how I feel
about being third in the line of succession
to be President. I’m not sure that office
would be a good thing to have to step
into, but that’s what the constitutional
responsibility is. I try to live up to that
and stay apprised of what the issues are. I
get briefed by the CIA once a week,
usually Thursday morning, for about an
hour and a half.They give me a general
overview, and then in the last twenty
minutes they hit seven or eight different
hot spots. I go to sleep at night mulling
over a lot of problems.

In my travels around the U.S., people
often ask what’s the toughest job I ever
had. I used to say it was teaching sixteen-

comfortable with it. Besides, she didn’t like
politicians all that much. She thought I
spent too much time doing this anyway. ...

“Jean, . . .They want me to be
Speaker.”

There was no response. Finally, she said,
“You’ve got to do what you think is
right.”

* * *
[Congressman] Don Manzullo
approached me. . . .“You’re the next
Speaker,” he said, his face six inches from
mine.“Can you withstand the scrutiny?”

I told him I could, adding,“I need to
pray about this.”

“You’d better pray quick,” Manzullo
said.

At that point, I needed some time by
myself. I stepped into Room H-219 in
the Capitol, and they left me alone for a
while. I looked up and said,“Why me,
Lord?”

Hours later, Newt addressed the
Republican Conference.“Denny is the
guy who can pull people together, and I
support him,” he said. Once Newt did
that, [the decision was made].

As I was sitting in my office making calls,
the House sergeant at arms came by to tell
me my security detail would be there to
take me home whenever I was ready to go.
My security detail. It struck me then how

They call me “Speaker,”
but I like to think of
myself as a listener. I have
always believed that if
people can discuss their
problems and have
someone listen to them
carefully, then those
problems can be solved....

Because I view my job
as serving all the Members
of the House of

Representatives, I don’t have an agenda of
my own. If you have to deal with a lot of
egos, I’ve found, it’s best not to let your
own get in the way. So I don’t have to be
on television every week; I’m not looking
to get my name in the paper every day or
otherwise seek celebrity.The revelation
that fewer than one-third of respondents
asked by Gallup know who I am or what
I do doesn’t bother me one bit.

* * *
First, it was Newt [Gingrich].Then it was
everybody saying,“You’ve got to be
Speaker.” . . .

All these guys were pushing me to
make the decision, so I said,“Wait a
minute. I have to call my wife.” . . .

I thought Jean would say no. It is not
her thing. She doesn’t like to be in the
public eye, and she would not be

WHEATONreadings

by Denny Hastert ’64

Speaker: Lessons from Forty Years in Coaching and Politics

Twenty-five years ago, I was a high school wrestling coach in northern Illinois. 

Occasionally, I drove the school bus. In between, I taught history, economics, and social studies. 

Today I’m Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the third highest 

position in our government. . . . 

Excerpts

from Speaker:

Lessons 

from Forty

Years in

Coaching and

Politics,

written by

Speaker of

the House

and Wheaton

alumnus

Denny

Hastert ’64.



Every time I look out the window of my
office at the stunning view of the city,
down the expanse of the National Mall, I
can’t help but think about the plane that
went down in Pennsylvania—the plane
assigned to fly straight down the Mall and
into the middle of the Capitol, directly
into my office. It is a constant reminder to
me of the heroes of September 11—not
only our heroes in uniform but also our
citizen heroes. It is a reminder of the great
strength and conviction of the men and
women of United Airlines flight 93—
voting to attack the hijackers and regain
control of the airplane, filling pitchers
with boiling water, and taking the
struggle to the cockpit. I think of the
timeline a lot. In hindsight, I realized that
were it not for the heroes of Flight 93,
the plane would have struck the Capitol
at the very moment that I was making
decisions about evacuating the buildings.
Their desperate courage saved us from a
great wound.And they saved the lives of
many people. ***
Excerpts of Speaker used by permission of
Regnery Publishing, Inc.,Washington, D.C.;
©2004 by J. Dennis Hastert.

coaching from the sidelines in front of the
fans is too late.
5. Never rely on your opponent to help
you win.
6. When you are in a position to score,
you had better put points on the board.
You may never be there again.

* * *
Being Speaker is like being a coach. . . .
A coach’s responsibility is to bring people
on and make them part of the team.The
coaches who have the most success put
their best and most talented people out
front to achieve and everyone else comes
together to work.A talented coach isn’t
always in the headlines.

* * *
On a day-to-day basis, most of my work
in Washington is done in two average-
sized rooms inside the Speaker’s office
suite, and it amounts to sitting down and
trying to get people to come together.
Even when people are in conflict, they
want to find a resolution. If you let
people talk themselves out, you can
eventually persuade them to reach a
compromise.

* * *

year-old kids the basics of economics.
Now I say it was teaching economics to
some Members of Congress.What’s the
best way to prepare to become Speaker?
Try driving a school bus, as I used to do.
You’ve got to (1) keep the bus on the
road, (2) keep your eyes on the kids in the
rear view mirror, and (3) watch your back.

* * *
In my years as a coach, I developed half a
dozen guiding principles that affect how I
think, plan, react to disappointment, and
feel about victory and defeat.They apply
not only to sports but also to life itself.
1. You never win the big match the
night before. So never go into a contest
unprepared. Focus, discipline, patience,
courage, and diligence are virtues in this
respect.
2. Never underestimate your opponent.
No matter how experienced or rich or
important you are, you can be beaten.The
unforeseen can and will happen every
time. It’s how prepared and flexible you
are that counts.
3. Always under-promise and try to
over-produce.
4. Do your coaching during practice;
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Denny’s Wheaton Days

Before coming to Wheaton, Denny Hastert attended North

Central College in Naperville, Illinois. “At the semester 

break in January in the middle of my freshman year,” he

writes, “I transferred to Wheaton. . . . My roommate at

North Central, Jim Parmelee from Hopkins, Michigan, was

transferring to Wheaton, too, and my old buddy Tom

Jarman was already there. Wheaton was a pretty strict and

pretty conservative Christian school—a good place for 

me. At Wheaton, you had to be pretty serious about your

faith and your grades or you didn’t belong.” 

Denny (left) and Tom (right) are still the best of friends. Jim

Parmelee ’64 (center), who was Denny’s roommate also at

Wheaton, was killed while serving in the Vietnam War.

Denny and Wheaton friends from the 1961-1966 football

teams recently raised money for a meeting room in the

Beamer Center named in Jim’s honor.

above: Denny Hastert and fellow Wheaton wrestlers. 



6 0 S P R I N G 2 0 0 5

revelation is inexorably linked with our
cultural context.Wheaton alumnus and
anthropology major Billy Graham ’43,
Litt.D ’56 once said that if he could go
back, he would have gotten a Ph.D. in
anthropology to understand race relations
and inequality in the United States. (When
students ask what to do with a major in
anthropology, I love saying that it can lead
to a career in worldwide evangelism.)

Understanding the relevance of
anthropology to the whole church is
coming slowly in Christian circles. Only
five of 115 schools in the Council of
Christian Colleges and Universities
(CCCU) offer a major in anthropology.
But when a student leaves my class
understanding that the U.S. church is
culturally unique, but not perfect; knowing
why we should learn from those who,
though they are culturally different from
us, are still our Christian siblings; and
realizing that culture is part of God’s
design, not a consequence of sin—I know
again why He brought me to Wheaton.

Dr. Brian Howell holds a Ph.D. from
Washington University in St. Louis and
joined Wheaton’s faculty in 2001. He
specializes in global Christianity and has
published work from his research on Baptists
in the Philippines in various journals in
addition to presenting it at international
conferences. He is often asked to address
student groups on topics such as cross-cultural
ministry, gender, and popular culture. He and
his wife, Marissa Sabio, have three children.

nothing else. But God desires that we
would know the richness of His Kingdom
(Eph. 2.7), not just the minimum.

Moreover, increasing numbers of
people are in contact with “cultural
otherness,” whether through short-term
service trips, or among cultural
minorities in the U.S. Can we demon-
strate love to people if we aren’t even
sure how to communicate? A big hug
and using first names are good ways to
tell Midwesterners they are loved, but for
a Christian in Zambia, or Hungary,
or China, what is that big hug going to
mean? More importantly, are we
equipped to find out?

Most critically, anthropology has long
held to the dictum that only in under-
standing others, do we understand our-
selves.White Northern Americans are no
less steeped in culture than the brown
nomad living on the plains of the Sudan.
Even our understanding of God’s

As a cultural anthropologist, people often
find what I do very interesting.They like
to hear about my time in the Philippines
or subsequent travels to “out of the way”
places. But even though it is interesting,
many still think it is not terribly relevant.

I’ve come to believe that anthropologi-
cal knowledge is more than interesting—
for the Christian, it is imperative.

We can often see the benefit of
anthropology for missionaries; but what’s
the relevance for “the rest of us”? The fact
is, most evangelical Christians now live
outside of North America or Europe.
They are not to be relegated simply as
subjects of mission, but our brothers and

sisters in Christ. Understanding what God
is doing in these places is not about “them,”
it is about us—the global church. Sure,
we can live “good” Christian lives with
no knowledge of other Christians what-
soever, just as we can come to a saving
faith by simply reading Romans and

by Dr. Brian Howell, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Why Anthropology?

WHEATONfaculty voice



their heads every morning,” jokes Jeremy,
adding that conducting relief work and
constructing water systems in rural
Honduran villages has been both a
humbling and empowering ministry.“It
made the global church and the needs of
the developing world real to me. More
than statistics and my intellectual
understanding of those needs, I had faces
and relationships to attach to them. It
changed my attitude about pretty much
everything I do.”

An HP participant for the past three
years, he served first as a team member,
then logistics manager, and finally as
project director.

“I never thought that God could use
me as an effective tool under the
circumstances, given my background and
limited training; but He did use me to do
something for His kingdom,” Jeremy
reflects.“Experiencing that is something I
want to share with others who might not
know they can make a difference . . .
stories of what God is doing not just in
Honduras, but around the world.”

A number of Jeremy’s articles have
since been published in his hometown
paper The Truth, in Elkhart, Indiana; one
piece, analyzing the difference in cost
between prescription and generic drugs
for uninsured consumers, even received a
state press award.“It was a very simple
thing, but I think that article benefited a
lot of people just by giving them useful
information,” he notes.

In his quest to become a sagacious
observer of the human condition, Jeremy
also credits his involvement with the
Honduras Project (HP) with helping him
to connect with the needs of others with
compassion, and explains that it has fueled
a desire to ultimately use journalism in
support of international missions work.

“Growing up, I always thought missions
was just something for people who woke
up with a burning vision for Zambia in

Ask Jeremy Weber ’05 what most inspires
him to be a journalist, and you may be
surprised at his response. It’s not the thrill
of having a byline in a published
newspaper article, nor the pride of
producing award-winning investigative
coverage. It’s not the lure of traveling to
historic and exotic locations, nor the
intrigue of meeting fascinating
personalities. It’s not even the joy of
writing.

Above all of
these things (many
of which he has
already experienced
as a college
student), Jeremy wants to be a journalist
simply to help those who cannot help
themselves.

“The chance to tell people’s stories—to
bring them to a broader audience—is
what I really enjoy,” says Jeremy, a commu-
nications major with an emphasis in media
studies, and a recipient of an Alumni
Association Senior Scholarship award.

“I’ve become more concerned about
social justice issues,” he adds.

His interest in journalistic writing
began in high school, and has developed
with increased exposure to the profession.
In addition to writing forThe Record, he
spent a month in Washington, D.C., with
the Council of Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU) Summer Institute
of Journalism, which he describes as his
first opportunity to write about the “real
world.”

WHEATONstudent profile
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by Jessica L. Allen

“I never thought that God could use me as 

an effective tool…but He did use me to do

something for His kingdom. . . .” Jeremy Weber ’05

Write to Be Heard
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met her future husband, a student
enrolled at Daystar.

Counting such encounters with
students a privilege, Dr. Spradley and
Marilyn hope to return to Nairobi in a
year or two to teach once again at
Daystar.

SÃO PAULO
Also in the summer of 2004, on a visit
funded in part by the Wheaton Alumni
Association, Joseph and Marilyn visited
São Paulo, Brazil, staying at the home of
their daughter Susanna Spradley Smoak
’88 and son-in-law Thomas ’86.

Susanna and Thomas are missionaries
in São Paulo.The city’s population of 19
million makes it the largest city in the
western hemisphere. Like Nairobi a half
a world away, it is a city of extremes—
there are mansions and nearby luxury
beach resorts as well as miles of slums.

The Smoaks serve with Action
International Ministries, an evangelical,
nondenominational agency working to
bring the love of Christ to the urban
poor in Asia, Latin America, and Africa.
In addition to spending cherished time
with Susanna,Thomas, and their four
children, the Spradleys met with other
missionaries to offer support and
encouragement.

world.” Its graduates work in many
African countries, devoting their lives to
expressing their faith in the context of
their careers, often in very troubled
settings.

Dr. Spradley and his wife, Marilyn
Carnett Spradley ’65, spent five weeks
last summer at the Athi River campus,
located 25 miles east of Nairobi.The last
five miles of the trip are traveled on 
dirt roads where it is not uncommon to
spot zebras and giraffes.

In this setting, Dr. Spradley taught a
history of science course to 45 African
students from seven countries.Though
most of his students had some science
background, they had not explored its
implications and relationships to
Christian faith.

“The students work very hard. Six or
so were mothers with young children.
Other students looked after the children
while the mothers were in class,” he
notes.“A number of the students were
refugees from Rwanda with almost
unimaginable stories.”

Several months after his trip, Dr.
Spradley says a visit with one of his
Rwandan students remains fresh in his
mind. She told about the deaths of most
of her family, and her escape to a
neighboring town. It was there that she

You could say Dr. Joseph Spradley
knows something about commitment.
This year he celebrates his 50th wedding
anniversary, and he has taught physics at
Wheaton just shy of that.And yet, in the
context of that kind of steadfastness, he
chooses to extract himself from the
familiar to travel to virtual war zones, to
desperate slums, to cities teeming with
alien sights, smells, and sounds: Cairo,
Beirut, São Paulo, Nairobi.

NAIROBI
Until late in the 19th century, it was a
swampland where the Maasai people led
their livestock to drink. By 1900, a
newly-built railway helped to create
Nairobi, today a city of more than two
million people. It is a city that advertises
the presence of its embassies, business
headquarters, universities, and upscale
suburbs.And, as is the case in so many
cities around the world, slums spread
out like lengthening shadows beneath
the skyscrapers and shiny five-star
hotels.

Last summer Dr. Spradley made his
fourth visit to Nairobi since 1988 to
teach at Daystar University.The
university aims, in part,“to provide
Christian-based higher education . . . for
the expansion of God’s kingdom in the
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by Jennifer Grant ’89

Dare in Order to Know

In the summer of 2004, Professor Joseph Spradley made two international trips 

out of a commitment to serve others—and out of a quiet delight in exploring what life is like 

for his neighbors around the globe.



“Theirs is very intense work,” Dr.
Spradley says.The Smoaks serve some of
the world’s forgotten residents—abused
and neglected street children.They help
parents of the children they serve obtain
employment, drug rehabilitation, and—
when possible—reunion with their
children.

The Spradleys have traveled to São
Paulo nine times, and know the work
well. On his visits, Dr. Spradley also
leads interdenominational devotionals
with the Brazilian nationals. Last
summer, the Spradleys visited the
Interlagos Presbyterian Church (sister
church of their home congregation),
offering support to the church
leadership during a difficult time in the
ministry.

“We helped Susanna and Thomas
entertain about a dozen leaders from the
church in their home, visiting and
praying with them and videotaping brief
testimonials from each for our home
church,” Dr. Spradley says.

These trips leave them with a deep
sense of gratitude for the many blessings
they enjoy at home.“We are always
encouraged by short-term service
abroad—by seeing Wheaton alumni in
action and sharing their examples with
students at home.”

To learn more about the Smoak’s work 
in São Paulo, visit the Action International
Ministries Web site at www.actionintl.org.

Or to learn more about the work 
of Daystar University in Kenya, visit
www.daystarus.org.
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1. Dr. Joseph Spradley and

his wife, Marilyn Carnett

Spradley ’65, visit one of

the natural wonders 

of the world, Iguacu Falls,

in southwestern Brazil.

2. On their trips to Brazil,

the Spradleys offer support

to the missions efforts of

daughter Susanna Spradley

Smoak ’88, and their son-

in-law, Thomas ’86,

pictured here at their home

in São Paulo with their

children: Isaac, 13, 

Lillian, 10, Esther, 7, and

Hope, 2.

3. Thomas Smoak ’86, a

missionary with Action

International Ministries,

leads an annual prayer

breakfast for local pastors

and other church leaders.

4. Thomas Smoak ’86 and

Marilyn Carnett Spradley

’65 explore a jungle

property with Swiss and

Brazilian co-workers. The

missionaries hope to

develop the land into a

campground for use in their

ministry to street children. 
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them on the paper,” Lewis says,
we shall easily see how impossible
it would be for him to understand.
At first he might be prepared to
accept on authority our assurance
that there was a world in three
dimensions. But when we pointed to
the lines on the paper and tried to
explain, say, that “This is a road,”
would he not reply that the shape
which we were asking him to accept
as a revelation of our mysterious
other world was the very same shape
which, on our own showing,
elsewhere meant nothing but a
triangle.And soon I think, he would
say,“You keep on telling me of this
other world and its unimaginable
shapes which you call solid. But isn’t
it very suspicious that all the shapes
which you offer me as images or
reflections of the solid ones turn out
on inspection to be simply the old
two-dimensional shapes of my own
world as I have always known it? 
Is it not obvious that your vaunted
other world, so far from being the
archetype, is a dream which borrows
all its elements from this one?”*

The Christian scholar’s task in
communicating with a secular audience 
is akin to one who lives in a three-
dimensional world trying to communi-
cate that fuller picture to a figure who
lives in only two dimensions. Sometimes
it can’t be done.Thus, for purposes of
communication, Christians in purely
secular venues may restrict themselves,
temporarily and in ad hoc ways, to a
flatlander’s perspective. Such adaptations
are justifiable and by no means useless.

But it is crucial to remember that these
same restrictions must never be allowed
to constrain the way we think, at least
not if our thinking is to be distinctively
Christian.There is something sad, and
dangerous too, about watching Christian
scholars sanitize not merely their
communication, but their very thought
processes to satisfy the demands of their
secular guild. Our challenge as Christians
must always be to avoid allowing
flatlander restrictions to establish the
parameters for our thinking.

Loving God with our minds demands
no less.
*The Weight of Glory, “Transposition”
(1949).

It is important for those involved in 
Christian higher education to

distinguish the demands of Christian
thinking from the challenges Christians
face in communicating with their non-
Christian colleagues.Yet these two issues
are often confused, not least in
discussions of whether, and if so how,
Christian scholars can function within
the secular marketplace of ideas.
What we need, I think, is to view such
communication as an exercise in
transposition, analogous to the argument
of C. S. Lewis in his essay of the same
title.

In communicating with his or her
secular colleagues, what the Christian
scholar is about, to use Lewis’s terms, is a
“kind of transposition or adaptation from
a richer to a poorer medium,” that is, a
transposition from a fuller Christ-
centered understanding that is charged
with significance, to the secularist’s more
circumscribed understanding that may be
strong on facts but weak on meaning.

Here’s the challenge.“If we can
imagine a creature who perceived only
two dimensions and yet could somehow
be aware of the lines as he crawled over

Our challenge as Christians must always be to avoid

allowing flatlander restrictions to establish the parameters for our thinking.”

“

Duane Litfin President

This is the fifth in a series of President Litfin’s

reflections on the nature of Christ-centered higher

education, and what this means for the mission

and future of Wheaton College.



wheaton fund

“I’m a very different person now because of Wheaton. My eyes were 
opened to the needs of others . . . and to the way God met my own needs
before I even knew what to ask.”

Through her part-time jobs, Julie discovered her talent for marketing and is now pursuing

her MBA. But it was volunteering in the annual giving department at the College that 

heightened her appreciation for those who give to the Wheaton Fund. “Meeting the generous

people who made it possible for me to be at Wheaton enriched the value of my education.”

Today, Julie isn’t just a graduate; she’s also a donor. “God has blessed me with a good job.

And I want to help future students, the way others helped me,” she says.

Your gifts to the Wheaton Fund make this unique college experience possible for many 

students like Julie.

You, too, can help lower the cost of a Wheaton education for every 
student by about $10,000 each year through your gift to the Wheaton Fund. 

To learn more about the Wheaton Fund please contact the Office of Advancement 

or the Alumni Office at 1.800.525.9906. You may give online at

www.wheaton.edu/GivingtoWheaton

Julie Bullock ’04 knows the value of hard work. 

She transferred to Wheaton her sophomore year, after questioning whether she could afford 

the price tag. Working part-time as a marketing assistant for a local company, Julie was able to pay

for a portion of her education—an education she values for the way it shaped her life.

Thank you 
for 
coming
alongside
me.

unrestricted giving fiscal year 04-05
goal $3,934,892
figures as of 3.15.05

parents
$734,684
19%

foundations/
corporations
$706,572
18%

alumni
$1,518,999
38%

friends
$123,205
3%

left to raise
$851,432
22%



Art of the Journey

Jim ’69 and Mary West 

Whitmer ’76, RN ’67, say their

freelance photography “has been

an amazing spiritual journey. . . .

We’ve enjoyed translating 

God’s beauty into images people

can use.” They’ve traveled

literally to Timbuktu and back,

providing photography for a

number of Christian organizations

and churches, as well as secular

newsstand magazines. Both

Mary and Jim, however, say their

most fulfilling, yet heart-rending,

assignments are to the

impoverished two-thirds world,

where “the children are 

happy, regardless of what they

have.” The Whitmers live in

Wheaton, and have three grown

sons: Rick ’91, Steve ’93, and

Jason ’00.

“Afternoon in Venice”

Photograph by Jim ’69 and Mary West Whitmer ’76, RN ’67




