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From the Heart, 
For the Kingdom

Reachable

Relevant

Remarkable



PLEASE TELL US!
As alumni, parents, and friends of Wheaton, you play a critical role in helping us identify 
the best and brightest students to recruit to the College. You have a unique understanding 
of Wheaton and can easily identify the type of students who will take full advantage of the 
Wheaton College experience. In fact, we’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
the current first-year students who came to us as new referrals from you! 
 
We value your opinion and invite you to join us in the 
recruitment process once again. Please send contact 
information of potential students you believe will thrive 
in Wheaton’s rigorous and Christ-centered academic 
environment. We will take the next step to connect with 
them and begin the process. 

KNOW A STUDENT 
WHO BELONGS AT 
WHEATON?

800.222.2419 x0

wheaton.edu/refer
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doesn’t have to be complicated...
A complex giving plan

simplify your giving.

Through a Wheaton College 
Donor Advised Fund, you can:
• Establish one-stop giving
• Recommend charities to receive gifts from the Fund
• Work with an institution whose values you trust
• Leave a family charitable legacy
• Avoid the hassle of a private foundation
• Partner with the mission of  Wheaton College

Ask us more about how our Donor Advised Fund can help you achieve your charitable goals.
630.752.5332 | gift.plan@wheaton.edu | wheaton.edu/giftplan
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Our heart for the kingdom:
Calls us to globalize a Wheaton ed-

ucation. Through growing opportuni-
ties to study overseas, through rising 
numbers of international students, 
and through the exchange of visiting 
scholars, we hope to prepare every 
student to serve as a global citizen of 
the kingdom of God.

Compels us to deepen ethnic diversi-
ty. On an increasingly diverse campus, 
we have the opportunity to grow in our 
understanding of cultural differences 
and learn how to serve God more effec-
tively together than we ever can alone. 

Puts a song in our hearts. Our goal 
to enhance music and the performing 
arts recognizes that every student has 
the capacity to make music and to en-
joy the musical gifts of others. 

Keeps Jesus Christ at the center of 
our studies. The new general educa-
tion curriculum we are introducing 
this fall—Christ at the Core—demon-
strates our ongoing commitment to 
promote liberal arts excellence.

Leads us to offer the life-changing 
experience of Christ-centered edu-
cation to students who need financial 
assistance in the form of grants and 
scholarships. In short, we want to keep 
Wheaton affordable.

What is your heart for the kingdom 
of God? We hope that one of the ways 
God is calling you to advance his king-
dom is through faithful, prayerful, and 
generous support of the mission of 
Wheaton College.              

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E 

President’s 
Perspective

DR. PHILIP G. RYKEN ’88  

PRESIDENT

EMAIL EDITOR@WHEATON.EDU WITH FEEDBACK AND 

STORY IDEAS. TO ACCESS ADDITIONAL CONTENT, 

VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE

“GOD HAS CALLED 
US TO EDUCATE 
AND GRADUATE 
STUDENTS WITH 
THE ABILITY AND 
PASSION TO BUILD 
THE CHURCH AND 
BENEFIT SOCIETY 
WORLDWIDE.” IL
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W HEATON  COLLEGE 
has a heart for the 
kingdom of God.  
We believe that 
God has called us
to educate and 

graduate students with the ability and 
passion to build the church and ben-
efit society worldwide. We do not pur-
sue this high calling for the sake of our 
own reputation, but in order to serve a 
world in need and ultimately to bring 
honor to the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

It is not easy to be a world servant 
in Christian higher education. Maybe 
former Wheaton presidents like Rev. 
Jonathan Blanchard HON and Dr. Hud-
son Armerding ’41 would disagree, but 
I doubt whether there has ever been a 
harder time to lead a Christian college.  

Some of the challenges we face are 
external: rising costs, economic dis-
ruption, increased competition for 
students, doubts about the value of 
a college degree, public criticisms of 
our Christian convictions, and more.

The internal challenges we face are 
more serious: threats to our Christian 
unity, the growing pains that come with 
greater ethnic diversity, the ever-pres-
ent possibility of a decline in our spiri-
tual vitality or theological integrity.  

Wheaton’s strategic priorities are 
intended to face these challenges head 
on. Three years ago we began the quiet 
phase of a comprehensive campaign—
From the Heart, For the Kingdom—to 
fulfill our mission more effectively. 
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NEWSNEWS

 #MYWHEATON 

ROBIN KONG ’16 

CELEBRATES 

GRADUATION AND HIS 

INDUCTION INTO THE 

WHEATON COLLEGE 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

p.12

 CAMPUS  NEWS 

JOIN WHEATON’S 

CLASS OF 2020 AS THEY 

JOURNEY THROUGH 

CHRIST AT THE CORE, 

THE COLLEGE’S NEW 

GENERAL EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM  

p.6
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The Art of 
Social Justice
Blanchard Gallery 
Opening

WHEATON IN THE NEWS
SOUND BITES FROM WHEATON FACULTY QUOTED 
IN MAJOR MEDIA OUTLETS 

“When anger with the government is so high, people aren’t 
voting for character – they’re voting for change.”
DR. AMY BLACK, professor of political science, from “In the 
wake of Trump’s rise, Christian media outlets take a stance 
amid divided audience,” Deseret News, March 17, 2016

“If teachers find enjoyment in their students’ learning and 
growth, they will never stop learning and growing themselves.”
DR. JONATHAN ECKERT ’96, associate professor of education, 
from “Bring Joy Back Into the Classroom,” Education Week, 
March 29, 2016

SEVEN VANGUARD ALUMNI (ABOVE) ARE HEADED TO 

WHEATON TO PURSUE UNDERGRADUATE STUDY. LEARN 

MORE AND REFER A STUDENT AT WHEATON.EDU/VANGUARD

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2016
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THE FIRST-FLOOR lobby of Blanchard Hall was convert-
ed into an art gallery this spring. The Blanchard Gallery’s 
inaugural installment, an exhibit titled “The Second Line: 
The Art of Social Justice,” features the narrative artwork of 
Steve Prince and will be on display through January 2017. 
Installed at the request of the President’s Art Commission 
on April 7, gallery co-directors Greg Halvorsen Schreck, 
associate professor of art, and Dr. Shawn Okpebholo, asso-
ciate professor of music, co-hosted an opening ceremony 
and two-day live drawing by Prince in the gallery this April 
(pictured above).

“The goal and mission of the Blanchard Gallery is to cele-
brate African-American culture and church experience,” Pro-
fessor Schreck says. “We thought Prince’s installment was a 
perfect inaugural show because social justice is a big part of 
his work, and he is one of the premiere African-American art-
ists in Christendom. His work fits the College’s mission, and we 
want to honor our abolitionist origins.”                                        

WHEATON’S M.A. 

IN MARRIAGE AND 

FAMILY THERAPY WAS 

ACCREDITED LAST MAY 

BY THE COMMISSION ON 

ACCREDITATION FOR 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 

THERAPY EDUCATION 

(COAMFTE). LEARN MORE 

AT WHEATON.EDU/MFT

JOIN THE CAMPUS 

COMMUNITY IN 

READING THE 2016-17 

“CORE BOOK,” SILENCE 

BY SHUSAKU ENDO, 

AS PART OF THE NEW 

CHRIST AT THE CORE 

GENERAL EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM. LEARN 

MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/

CHRISTATTHECORE*

THE CHICAGO 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

WILL PERFORM IN 

EDMAN CHAPEL ON 

OCTOBER 28, MARCH 17, 

AND APRIL 21. ORDER 

TICKETS AT WHEATON.

EDU/CSO

Introducing 
Three New 
Merit-Based 
Scholarship 
Opportunities
WHEATON COLLEGE WILL BE rolling 
out three new leadership awards in ad-
dition to current academic merit schol-
arships for the 2017-18 academic year: 
the renamed Arthur Holmes Faith and 
Learning Scholarship (based on aca-
demic testing scores) will be joined by 
three new, tiered Presidential Leader-
ship Awards.

“We wanted to provide students pas-
sionate about attending Wheaton with 
scholarship options that go beyond test 
scores, not only to acknowledge their 
heart for Christian service and lead-
ership, but in answer to the oft-heard 
question ‘What else can I do?’ from stu-
dents who are anxious to participate 
with their parents to help fund their ed-
ucation,” says Director of Undergradu-
ate Admissions Shawn Leftwich Wynne.

The Arthur Holmes Faith and Learn-
ing Scholarship is a $5,000 renewable 
scholarship for four years and is au-
tomatically awarded to students who 
have a minimum 3.7 GPA, 32 ACT, or 
1450 on the new SAT. The three new 
Presidential Leadership Awards are 
application-based and open to any 
student. They include the Blanchard 
Leadership Award, a $20,000 award 
per year granted to 2 incoming stu-
dents; the Edman Leadership Award, 
a $10,000 award granted to 14 incom-
ing students; and the Armerding Lead-
ership Award, a $5,000 award granted 
to 41 students. All three Presidential 
Leadership Awards are based on sol-
id academic performance, deep Chris-
tian faith, and demonstration of excep-
tional leadership. While the top third of 
the freshman class receives the Arthur 
Holmes award, approximately 10 per-
cent of the incoming freshman class will 
receive one of these new selective lead-
ership awards. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT WHEATON’S SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDS AT WHEATON.EDU/NEWSCHOLARSHIPS
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WHEATON’S 
CENTERS AND 
INSTITUTES 
Global research, exclusive resources, 
and community enrichment from 
world-class scholars and students.

Billy Graham Center for 
Evangelism (BGCE)

Executive Director: Dr. Ed Stetzer, 

the Billy Graham Distinguished Chair of 

Church, Mission, and Evangelism 

THE BILLY GRAHAM CENTER FOR 
EVANGELISM (BGCE) welcomed Dr. 

Ed Stetzer as executive director on July 
1. Dr. Stetzer will also serve on faculty as 
the newly created Billy Graham Distin-
guished Chair of Church, Mission, and 
Evangelism. Focused on leading the 
conversation on evangelism, the BGCE 
has launched two initiatives: the Billy 
Graham Center Fellows, which will bring 
together academics to collaborate and 
create resources on best practices in 
evangelism; and the Evangelism Lead-
ers Coalition, intended to bring denom-
inational and network evangelism lead-
ers together to network and learn from 
each other. In June 2016, the BGCE 
completed the largest-ever research 
project on the unchurched and how 
churches are reaching them. Also in 
June, the BGCE hosted Amplify,  its first 
national conference on evangelism, 
bringing together hundreds of church 
leaders to learn and strategically plan 
how to mobilize their congregations to 
show and share the love of Jesus with 
their communities. 

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/BGCE

C E N T E R S  A N D  I N S T I T U T E S

V O L U M E  1 9  //  I S S U E  3   A U T U M N  2 0 1 6
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Center for Urban 
Engagement (CUE) 

Director: Dr. Noah Toly ’99, M.A. ’12, professor 

of urban studies and politics & international 

relations; director of Urban Studies program

THE CENTER FOR URBAN ENGAGE-
MENT (CUE) experienced record en-
rollment in the Wheaton in Chicago 
program last fall, placing students in 
internships with Young Life Chicago, 
Lawndale Christian Health Center, 
and more. This fall, Wheaton in Chi-
cago will host 19 students. Students 
attended the annual meeting of the 
Christian Community Development 
Association (CCDA) Conference in 
Memphis, Tenn., last August, and will 
attend this fall’s conference in Los 
Angeles. Last spring, Mark Sawyer ’17 
won the annual Samuel A. Shellhamer 
Award in Urban Studies for his essay 
that addressed economic inequality: 
“Equal to or Greater Than: Inequali-
ty, Education, and a Christian Calling 
to Something More.” During this aca-
demic year, Blair Kamin, architecture 
critic for the Chicago Tribune, Kris-
ten Johnson, co-author of The Justice 
Calling: Where Passion Meets Perse-
verance (Brazos Press, 2016), and Ka-
tie Day ’73, author of Faith on the Av-
enue: Religion on a City Street (Oxford 
University Press, 2014), will be speak-
ing at CUE events on campus. 

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/CUE

Wheaton Center for Faith, 
Politics & Economics (FPE) 

Director: Capt. David Iglesias ’80, Judge 

Advocate General’s Corps, United States 

Navy (Ret.), the Jean and E. Floyd Kvamme 

Associate Professor of Politics and Law

THE WHEATON CENTER FOR 
FAITH, POLITICS AND ECONOM-

ICS (FPE) hosted the following speak-
ers on campus last year: Belgian Min-
ister of Finance Johan Van Overtveldt; 
the 38th Director of the United States 
Mint and former Special Assistant to 
the President for Presidential Person-
nel at the White House Ed Moy; Consul 
General of Israel to the Midwest Roey 
Gilad; former Congressman Frank 
Wolf; former Congressman Tony 
Hall; CNN & ABC News Contributor 
and GOP Strategist Ana Navarro; and 
syndicated journalist for CNN, The 
Washington Post, and NPR Ruben 
Navarrette, Jr. This summer, FPE of-
fered scholarships to nine students 
in internships across the globe with 
a variety of government and nongov-
ernmental organizations including the 
U.S. Embassy and World Relief, among 
others. This fall, the Center plans to 
engage students and the wider com-
munity in discourse regarding the po-
litical and economic challenges facing 
the U.S. through the lens of a Christian 
worldview, and will also focus on in-
come inequality and religious liberty.

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/FPE

Humanitarian Disaster 
Institute (HDI)

Co-directors: Dr. Jamie Aten, the Dr. Arthur 

P. Rech and Mrs. Jean May Rech Associate 

Professor of Psychology; and Dr. David Boan, 

associate professor of psychology

THE HUMANITARIAN DISAS-
TER INSTITUTE (HDI) conduct-

ed a national survey about the Syrian 
refugee crisis as part of a $1.9 million 
John Templeton Foundation grant.
HDI is also studying the connection 
between faith and resilience after the 
2015 South Carolina flood and the 
Umpqua Community College mass 
shooting.

Prominent leaders in disaster relief 
and humanitarian aid gathered with 
participants from 13 countries in June 
for HDI’s fourth annual Disaster Min-
istry Conference at Wheaton College 
to discuss effective care for the vul-
nerable. A special focus on the refu-
gee crisis included a workshop on refu-
gee care and a panel discussion on the 
church and the refugee crisis led by Dr. 
Ed Stetzer, executive director of the 
Billy Graham Center for Evangelism.

Current global projects include chap-
lain training in Ukraine, a faith-based 
program to help trauma survivors in 
Rwanda, and a church disaster risk-
reduction initiative in the Philippines.

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/HDI

W H E A T O N . E D U / M A G A Z I N E
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2016 External 
Grant Recipients

“Administrative support for Ashkelon 
site-related research”

DR. DANIEL MASTER, professor of 
archaeology. Awarded by Ashkelon 
Expeditions, Inc., January-Decem-
ber 2016.

“Gender, Faith and Development”

DR. AMY REYNOLDS, associate professor 
of sociology. Awarded by Bread for the 
World, September-December 2015.

“Community Outreach for Developing 
Artists (CODA)”

C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L  O F  T H E  A RT S. 
Awarded by National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA), August 2016-July 2017.

“Acts of God: The Effect of Natural 
Disasters on God Representations via 
Meaning Making”

DR. JAMIE ATEN, the Dr. Arthur P. Rech 
and Mrs. Jean May Rech Associate 
Professor of Psychology; and DR. 
WARD DAVIS, associate professor 
of psychology. Awarded by the 
Templeton Foundation, August 
2015-August 2018.

Welcoming Provost 
Margaret DuPlissis 

Diddams ’83
Provost Diddams’ Wheaton story began in 1979, when she en-

rolled at Wheaton for its “robust academics,” noting she also 
“wanted to go to a Christian college where I could live out my faith 
within the context of Christian community.” 

Dr. Diddams was part of the swim and field hockey teams, served 
as news director for WETN, and participated in Student Govern-
ment where she met her husband Stan ’82. After attaining M.A. 
and Ph.D. degrees in Industrial and Organizational Psychology 
from New York University, Dr. Diddams spent 20 years at Seat-
tle Pacific University in various roles on both undergraduate and 
graduate faculty and within administration. She says being back 
at Wheaton is like “coming home.” 

“I love Wheaton’s sense of community,” Dr. Diddams says. “Even 
when you ‘step away’ you never really do. After I graduated I have 
always considered myself a Wheatie.”

Academically, Dr. Diddams looks forward to “graduating under-
graduate as well as graduate students who have a robust theolog-
ical and biblical understanding grounded in the liberal arts and 
their disciplines which prepares them to build the church and ben-
efit society worldwide.”

“I love students who love learning and are willing to humble 
themselves and be transformed for the sake of the gospel,” Dr. 
Diddams says. “I am also in awe of the caliber of faculty here. For 
a school of this size to have the impact that it does has to be of the 
Lord. I’m grateful to be a part of that.” Dr. Diddams succeeded Dr. 
Stanton Jones HON as provost on June 1. p
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DR. DANIEL MASTER, 

PROFESSOR OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

AND CO-DIRECTOR OF THE 

LEON LEVY EXPEDITION 

TO ASHKELON, RECENTLY 

HELPED UNEARTH THE FIRST 

PHILISTINE CEMETERY EVER 

DISCOVERED. 
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FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

DR. KAREN 
HALVORSEN 
SCHRECK ’84, 
guest instructor 
in English. 
Broken Ground: 
A Novel  (Simon & 
Schuster/Howard 
Books, 2016)

DR. TOM SCHWANDA, 
associate professor 
of Christian 
formation 
and ministry. 
Emergence 
of Evangelical 
Spirituality: Age of 
Edwards, Newton & 
Whitefield (Paulist 
Press, 2016)

DR. SETH EHORN 
M.A. ’10, visiting 
assistant professor 
of Greek and New 
Testament, and 
Dr. Sean Adams. 
Composite 
Citations in 
Antiquity: Volume 
One: Jewish, 
Graeco-Roman, 
and Early Christian 
Uses (Bloomsbury 
T&T Clark, 2016)

DR. STEPHEN LOVETT, 
professor of 
mathematics, 
and Dr. Thomas 
Banchoff. 
Differential 
Geometry of Curves 
and Surfaces, 
Second Edition 
(Chapman and Hall/
CRC, 2015)

DR. JOHN WALTON 
M.A. ’75, professor 
of Old Testament 
and degree 
coordinator for 
the master’s of 
biblical exegesis, 
and Dr. Tremper 
Longman. How 
to Read Job (IVP 
Academic, 2015)

TO DISCOVER MORE WHEATON FACULTY PUBLICATIONS,  

VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE
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Honoring 
Dr. Stan Jones HON

Dr. Stanton Jones HON joined Wheaton faculty in 1981 and 
was appointed provost in 1996. Last year, he announced that 
he would step down after 20 years as provost to return to 
teaching at the end of the 2015-16 academic year. 

As provost, Dr. Jones enhanced Wheaton’s academic pro-
file and influenced thousands of faculty members, staff, and 
students across campus. In addition to overseeing the hiring 
of 80 to 85 percent of Wheaton’s current 203 full-time facul-
ty members, Dr. Jones strengthened the Biblical and Theo-
logical Studies Department by increasing its faculty from 17 
members to 29 over the years and adding a doctoral program 
in 1999. A major highlight of his tenure will be the launch of a 
new general education curriculum this fall, Christ at the Core.

During his term of service, Dr. Jones made an intentional 
effort to increase the number of female faculty members and 
faculty of color on campus. The percentage of female faculty 
has increased more than 12 percent, and the percentage of fac-
ulty of color has risen from less than 5 percent to over 12 per-
cent. The academic administration has changed accordingly. 

“When I stepped into my job it was all men reporting to 
me, and now it’s 50 percent women,” Dr. Jones says. “They 
are all great administrators and leaders.”

Dean of Humanities and Theological Studies Dr. Jill 
Baumgaertner describes her relationship with Dr. Jones 
as “a real partnership,” noting that “Dr. Jones has been al-
ways available, always faithful, and a remarkable mentor.”

Commended by colleagues as “authentic,” “humble,” and 
“hospitable,” Dr. Jones is deeply committed to the integra-
tion of faith and learning on campus. He notes one of his 
most important contributions to Wheaton as the strength-
ening of the Faith and Learning training program for faculty. 
This fall, he looks forward to teaching a freshman seminar 
section for Christ at the Core.

“I love teaching, research, and being with students,” Dr. 
Jones says. “This fall, for the first time in my academic ca-
reer, I’ll be sitting down with 18 freshmen. I’m really looking 
forward to that.” 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DR. DIDDAMS AND   

DR. JONES, VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE



WANT TO SEE YOUR PHOTO HERE? USE THE 

HASHTAG: #MYWHEATON AND YOUR PHOTO MAY 

BE PUBLISHED
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IN SEQUENCE FROM TOP CENTER: 1) MARK MEYERS ’18 IN GREECE 

2) ALYSSA WILLIAMS ’16, CAILA PAQUIN ’16, MADELINE MULKEY 

’16, EMILY BONGA ’16, MELINDA FAULK ’16, KELSEY MILLER ’16, 

ALYSSA LEONARD ’16, KERRYN ANSELL ’16, AND AMBER WRIGHT 

’16 BY NIKKI RANDALL ’17 3) PRESIDENT RYKEN ’88 AND CARIS 

CHUN ’17 BY MARILEE MELVIN ’72 4) JOSH FORT ’16, MORGAN 

JACOB ’17, ELIZABETH TILLEY ’17, JOSH ROWLEY ’17 5) COLLEGE 

UNION BY MELISSA GRAY ’16 6) CYLE CUCINOTTA ’16 CRAMS FOR 

FINALS 7) ARENA THEATER CAST BY PAUL VERMEESCH ‘18 8) MAX 

POINTNER ’18 AND JENNA CONWAY ’18 BY MARY CLANCY ’18 9) ARTS 

IN LONDON 2016 BY ABIGAIL BEERWART ’19 10) WESLEY KIRK ’19, 

NATHANIEL WRIGHT ’17, ASHLEIGH STIDHAM ’17, AND SARAH KIL 

’18 IN PORTUGAL.

W H E A T O N

1 2
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHEATON’S GEOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT, VISIT WHEATON.EDU/GEOLOGY. 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHEATON’S BIBLICAL 

ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT, VISIT  

WHEATON.EDU/ARCHAEOLOGY

ASHKELON AND BEYOND 
Sarah Ostertag ’17 has discovered history at 
geological and archaeological sites worldwide
b y  S a r a h  O s t e r t a g  ’ 1 7

“I  had always wanted to go to the Holy Land to see places 

that bring the Bible alive in unique ways.”

WHEATON CAUGHT MY EYE when I 
visited the College’s website for the 
first time in 2012. A deciding factor 
in my choice to attend was its study 
abroad programs and opportunities 
to study geology and archaeology. 

Fast-forward to the end of my fresh-
man year: after taking two geology 
courses, I declared a geology major. I 
also joined Wheaton’s Excavation in 
Ashkelon trip, as I had always wanted 
to go to the Holy Land to see places that 
bring the Bible alive in unique ways. 

During summer 2014, I dug a Cru-
sader-period tower in Ashkelon, 
traveled to the Old City of Jerusalem, 
hiked the Arbel Cliffs, and saw the 
Sea of Galilee. These experiences, 
combined with lessons from my geol-
ogy classes, gave me the background 
necessary to work with the Levantine 
Ceramics Project, a collaborative geo-
archaeology project with Boston Uni-
versity, starting in December 2014.

My interests in archaeology have al-
lowed me to travel the world and learn 
about the past and present. I’ve also 
been blessed by wonderful, caring geol-
ogy professors who invest deeply in the 
lives of their students while highlighting 
the wonder and importance of God’s 
creation in class and in the field. These 
experiences will continue to shape my 
life for years to come.                                



Free to Swim
Kirsten (Kirsty) Nitz ’16
 is the first Wheaton 
athlete in any sport to 
win five individual 
national NCAA titles. 
b y  k a t h e r i n e  b r a d e n  ’ 1 6

S P O R T S
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YOU MAY REMEMBER reading about Kirsten (Kirsty) Nitz ’16 in our autumn 2013 
issue, following her freshman year on the Thunder women’s swim team. In just 
her second week of collegiate competition, she set two school records. Now three 
years later, Kirsty is an alumna, the first Wheaton swimmer to go undefeated in 
all of her 12 CCIW individual events, and the first Wheaton athlete in any sport 
to win five individual national NCAA titles. She is also a three-time CoSIDA Ac-
ademic All-American. 

But winning these awards hasn’t always been glamorous.
“I got the flu at nationals my sophomore year,” Kirsty says. “I was throwing up, 

but Coach Lederhouse encouraged me to swim anyway.” 
That was the day Kirsty broke the national record for the 100-yard butterfly. 
“Totally through God’s power,” she says. 
Looking back on her four years as a student-athlete, Kirsty counts studying 

abroad in France and with Wheaton in the Holy Lands as some of her most valu-
able Wheaton experiences. She plans to pursue medical missions in West Africa 
after graduation.

“I appreciated having the opportunity to double major in Applied Health Sci-
ence and French,” Kirsty says. “I’m grateful Wheaton is a Christian liberal arts 
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SINGLE-SEASON AND 

CAREER RECORDS SET 

BY KATIE THORNTON 

’16, THE FIRST TWO-

TIME ALL-AMERICAN 

IN THE HISTORY OF 

WHEATON’S SOFTBALL 

PROGRAM. THE THUNDER 

MADE ITS FIRST-EVER 

NCAA TOURNAMENT 

APPEARANCE LAST 

SPRING.

8

TO WATCH THE WHEATON THUNDER  

COMPETE LIVE IN HD ONLINE, VISIT  

ATHLETICS.WHEATON.EDU

JAY MILLER ’81

HEIGHT: 6’

ORIGINALLY FROM: AURORA, 

ILLINOIS

DEGREES: B.S. IN PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION; M.A. IN SPORT AND 

FITNESS ADMINISTRATION/

MANAGEMENT, WESTERN 

ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 

AWARDS: WHEATON HALL 

OF HONOR INDUCTEE (1997); 

FOUR-TIME CCIW ALL-

CONFERENCE AWARD WINNER 

AND ALL-CCIW FIRST TEAM 

HONORS AS A JUNIOR AND 

SENIOR (BASEBALL) 

school. My faith has been challenged 
and has grown here.”

The secret to her amazing swim-
ming career? 

“Do your best, and leave the rest 
up to God,” Kirsty says. “Coach Le-
derhouse always tells us we are ‘free 
to swim.’ God has made us free and al-
ready redeemed us. We don’t have to 
earn anything, and we can have peace 
that He is in control.”
P H O T O  BY  E R I C A  L A F S E R

JAY MILLER ’81,
president of the Sug-
ar Land Skeeters and 
former EVP of Sales/
Customer Relations 
& Special Events for 
the Texas Rangers, is 
in the 35th year of his 
professional baseball 
career. A baseball 
and football player at 
Wheaton, Jay says, 
“You learn life lessons 
on the field, some-
times through suc-
cess and sometimes 
through failure. Both 
build character.” 

ATHLETIC 
THROWBACK

JUSTIN ANCONA ’17 

BECAME WHEATON’S 

16TH CCIW PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR IN 

MEN’S TENNIS AND 

WHEATON’S FIRST 

SELECTION TO THE NCAA 

DIVISION III SINGLES 

CHAMPIONSHIP SINCE 

2013.

16

ALL-AMERICAN NILS 

EASTBURG ’16 BROKE A 

51-YEAR-OLD SCHOOL 

RECORD SET BY JOHN 

ALDRIDGE ’65 IN THE 

MEN’S 400-METER DASH 

BY .05 SECONDS WITH A 

TIME OF 47.59 SECONDS 

AT THE 2016 NCAA 

DIVISION III OUTDOOR 

TRACK & FIELD 

CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

51

“ D O  Y O U R  B E ST ,  A N D  L E A V E 

T H E  R E ST  U P  T O  G O D . ”
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Nathaniel Wright ’17

BY JOSHUA 

LITTLE ’12

UNDERGRADUATE

STUDENT PROFILE

NAME: NATHANIEL EDWIN 

WRIGHT ’17

MAJOR: BIOLOGY

MINOR: CHEMISTRY 

HOMETOWN: WHEATON, IL

EXTRACURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES: 

MEN’S GLEE CLUB, YOUTH 

HOSTEL MINISTRY, 

DISCIPLESHIP SMALL 

GROUPS, WHEATON 

PASSAGE LEADER AT 

HONEYROCK, MUSIC 

MINISTRY (CELLO), 

BIOLOGY RESEARCH AND 

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

FUN FACT: 

NATHANIEL HAS 

RESEARCHED AND 

ANALYZED THE BLOOD 

SAMPLES OF TOUCANS 

WITH ASSOCIATE 

PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY 

DR. RODNEY SCOTT

P R O F I L E S

V O L U M E  1 9  //  I S S U E  3   A U T U M N  2 0 1 6

W H E A T O N

1 6

NATHANIEL WRIGHT ’17 HAS ALWAYS loved biology. He started out pre-med 
at Wheaton with plans to pursue an M.D. “Along the way, I’ve discovered that I 
really enjoy doing research with professors,” he says.

As a biology major with a chemistry minor, Nathaniel is a Goldwater Scholarship recipi-
ent for the 2016-17 academic year, which is considered the nation’s premier undergraduate 
award for the sciences. In the long term, Nathaniel aspires to get an M.D./Ph.D and teach 
at the university level, focusing on epidemiology and immunology. 

While he spends plenty of time in the lab, Nathaniel makes a point to engage in extra-
curricular activities at Wheaton including Men’s Glee Club and Discipleship Small Groups. 
This summer, Nathaniel is volunteering with Youth Hostel Ministry in Santiago, Spain. 
After graduation, he plans to work in a lab setting and apply to graduate school.

“The biology department has set me up well for being a professional biologist,” Nathaniel 
says. “It has also taught me about the body of Christ. So much of what I learn here is how 
to be a friend and how to be in community with others.”               
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Kioko Mwangangi 
M.A. ’16   M.A. ’16   M.A. ’16   
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BY NATASHA 

ZENG M.A. ’16

GRADUATE

STUDENT PROFILE

NAME: KIOKO 

MWANGANGI M.A. ’16

DEGREES: M.A. IN 

EVANGELISM AND 

LEADERSHIP, WHEATON 

COLLEGE (IL); M.DIV. 

FROM SCOTT CHRISTIAN 

UNIVERSITY, KENYA; 

B.TH. FROM AFRICA 

INTERNATIONAL 

UNIVERSITY, KENYA

HOMETOWN: KALAMBA, 

KENYA

EXTRACURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND 

CHURCH SERVICES AT 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF WHEATON, WEEKLY 

BILLY GRAHAM CENTER 

SCHOLARSHIP PRAYER 

MEETINGS

FUN FACT: 

KIOKO BELONGS TO 

THE “AKAMBA” TRIBE 

IN KENYA, WHICH HAS 

APPROXIMATELY FIVE 

MILLION MEMBERS

“I  came to Wheaton to learn how I  can reach out to new 

cultures and meet challenges facing churches today.” 

KIOKO MWANGANGI M.A. ’16, a Billy Graham Center International Christian 
Leader scholarship recipient, has been a pastor for 20 years in Kalamba, Kenya. 
He enrolled at Wheaton to cultivate new skills for his ministry.

“I came to Wheaton to learn how I can reach out to new cultures and meet challenges 
facing churches today,” Kioko says. “People are different than they were ten years ago. My 
Wheaton education has made me aware of things I’ve been doing that I need to change 
or rethink.”

After graduating last spring, Kioko returned to African Inland Church, his home church 
in Eastern Kenya, where he continues to pastor and mentor young evangelists. He also 
loves to farm. 

“I connect many things in life with the farm and the soil, and wonder why everyone is 
not a farmer,” Kioko says.

Kioko notes that his time at Wheaton “refreshed” him as a gospel minister and church 
leader. It also “re-energized” him to “build better relationships while seeking Christ and 
his kingdom in this century.” 

“Wheaton opened my mind. My classes, professors, and peers helped me to learn to be 
a listener—to listen to the culture,” Kioko says.     
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Eva Ortiz

BY WHITNEY 

BAUCK ’15

STAFF

PROFILE

NAME: EVA ORTIZ

OCCUPATION:  

ASSOCIATE 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE 

OF MULTICULTURAL 

DEVELOPMENT

YEARS: 10

HOMETOWN: AURORA, IL

EDUCATION: 

M.A. IN CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP STUDIES, 

LIBERTY UNIVERSITY; 

B.S. IN ART EDUCATION, 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY

FUN FACT: 

EVA WROTE HANDWRITTEN 

“CPO CARE NOTES” TO 

EVERY UNDERGRADUATE 

ON CAMPUS AT THE END 

OF THE 2015-16 SCHOOL 

YEAR

P R O F I L E S

V O L U M E  1 9  //  I S S U E  3   A U T U M N  2 0 1 6

W H E A T O N

1 8

EVA ORTIZ’S OFFICE is a hub and a haven for countless Wheaton students. 
As associate director of the Office of Multicultural Development (OMD), Eva 
makes it her business to encourage and support students of all backgrounds 

as they navigate campus life. Always ready with a kind word, warm hug, or quick snack, 
Eva has earned a reputation as a caring mentor for many on campus.

“I give thanks to God for allowing me the joy of edifying his sons and daughters,” she 
says. “My life is illuminated by students who love God and desire to impact the world.”

During her decade of service at Wheaton, Eva has seen plenty of change at the OMD. She 
notes the office’s relocation to Lower Beamer—making it a part of the central hub of stu-
dent life—as one of the biggest drivers of increased student engagement during her tenure. 

“I have seen how good our God is as he paints a portrait of his love for this communi-
ty,” she says. “My prayer is that we will continue to envision and expand this portrait as a 
mosaic that encompasses the richness of every ethnicity and race.”              
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THE COURSE OF Dr. Sarah Miglio M.A. ’04’s life and career were changed by 
the six months she spent studying in Jerusalem in pursuit of her master’s 
degree at Wheaton. In Jerusalem, she became fascinated with history and 

the modern Middle East.
“If it hadn't been for those six months, I would not have gone on to pursue my Ph.D. and 

become the person I am today,” Dr. Miglio notes.
Fast-forward to today: as director of Core Curriculum Studies and assistant professor 

of history at Wheaton, Dr. Miglio oversees Christ at the Core, the College’s new general 
education curriculum, which will be introduced in the fall 2016 semester. Designed to help 
students prepare for “their multiple vocations and a life of intentional service,” the cur-
riculum addresses the new challenges students face in the 21st century while boldly and 
clearly affirming Wheaton’s distinctive identity as a Christian liberal arts college.

“I’m passionate about how Christians should pursue the life of the mind and how they 
should apply that learning to the world around them,” Dr. Miglio says. “This is an exciting 
time for Wheaton as we roll out this curriculum.”     
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Dr. Sarah Miglio 
M.A. ’04

Dr. Sarah Miglio M.A. ’04’s life and career were changed by Dr. Sarah Miglio M.A. ’04’s life and career were changed by 

M.A. ’04M.A. ’04
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FACULTY

PROFILE

NAME: DR. SARAH MIGLIO 

M.A. ’04

TITLE: DIRECTOR OF 

CORE CURRICULUM 

STUDIES AND 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 

OF HISTORY

DEPARTMENT: CORE 

STUDIES

YEARS: 9

HOMETOWN: WHEATON, IL

EDUCATION: PH.D. 

AND M.A. IN HISTORY, 

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE 

DAME; M.A. IN BIBLICAL 

ARCHAEOLOGY, WHEATON 

COLLEGE (IL); B.A. IN 

BIBLICAL STUDIES, 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE

FUN FACT: 

DR. MIGLIO’S 

HUSBAND, DR. ADAM 

MIGLIO M.A. ’01, IS 

IS AN ARCHAEOLOGY 

PROFESSOR AT 

WHEATON

“The curriculum is designed to help students 

prepare for ‘ their multiple vocations and a l i fe

of  intentional service.’”

BY ASHLEY 

RYDBERG  

BRIGHT ’10



wheaton.edu/flexibleMA

MAKE THE PAST YOUR PRESENT

COME BACK TO WHEATON FOR 
A FLEXIBLE MASTER’S DEGREE! 

Keep your job and earn a degree with class 

schedules designed to fit you. Whether you are 

working in a church, corporate, or professional 

setting, these flexible degree programs will help 

advance your career and enhance your service “For 

Christ and His Kingdom.”

PROGRAMS INCLUDE

• Biblical Studies

• Evangelism and Leadership

• Intercultural Studies

• Missional Church Movements

• Outdoor and Adventure Leadership

• TESOL
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hristina Goodrich ’17 came to Wheaton with an unde-
cided major. She wanted to work with marginalized 
people groups, to be a voice for the vulnerable and 
disenfranchised, but she hadn’t yet articulated how.

By her sophomore year, Christina had not only settled upon a 
major, but she had also identified a guiding directive that would 
inform her studies over her remaining two years at Wheaton 
and direct her long-term vocational goals.

As an interdisciplinary studies major, Christina will apply 
courses in applied health science, chemistry, and Spanish to-
ward a systematic analysis of the health conditions among Lat-
in American populations that may result in vision impairment.

After optometry school, Christina aspires to work as an op-
tometrist with underserved populations in Latin America, re-
ciprocating the “love and care and godly companionship” she 
received from the people of Mexico during several short-term 
mission trips.

Christina embodies so much of what makes Wheaton spe-
cial: A servant’s heart. A passion for global service. A respect 
for the enriching diversity of Christ’s body. A commitment 
to integrating vocation with kingdom values. Faith in the life-
expanding, synergistic rigor of the liberal arts. 

To continue to e�ectively prepare students like Christina to 
advance Christ’s kingdom, we need your partnership. To con-
tinue to holistically educate our students through excellence 
in liberal arts and graduate programs, we need your prayer. 
To continue to build the church and benefit society worldwide, 
we need your investment.

Wheaton College remains rooted in its historic mission and 
our fundamental commitments continue—to love Christ, to re-
main confident in God’s Word, to integrate faith with learning, 
and to develop students committed to Christ and his kingdom.  

And yet we cannot stay satisfied with the present. We must 
plan for the future. We must remain relevant to the chang-
ing needs of the 21st century and fully prepare gifted, ser-
vant-hearted students like Christina Goodrich for the evolving 
challenges they will face in the years to come.

C

“The joy I have attending Wheaton 
College is more than you know. 

You are part of that. Please do not 
underestimate the influence you 

have had on many students’ lives, 
mine particularly. May God bless 

you. I pray one day I will be able to 
be in your position as well, having 

the opportunity to serve others 
and provide them the precious gift 

of education.” 

S .  P A O L A  M E D R A N O  ' 1 6 

I M PAC T � T H E � WO R L D�
F O R � C H R I S T�

F R O M � T H E � H E A RT��
F O R � T H E � K I N G D O M

The campaign is an outgrowth of several 
years of strategic, prayer-filled planning and 
discernment by President Ryken and Wheaton’s 
leadership. 

The funded portion of the priorities calls for two 
building projects.

We enter the final two academic years of the 
campaign with much gratitude for the generous 
supporters who have taken us to within 65 
percent of our goal.

1

2

3

3  Things to Know About the 
From the Heart, For the Kingdom 
Campaign:
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Through the From the Heart, For the Kingdom campaign, 
we pray that you will help Wheaton College reach new levels 
of excellence; new levels of being the Remarkable, Relevant, 
and Reachable center of Christian higher education that our 
students require.

Remarkable Together we will invest resources and build 
upon our commitment to the intellectual benefits of a Chris-
tian liberal arts education for our students, carried out in 
state-of-the-art facilities. 

Relevant Together we will empower each student with a 
clear, biblical understanding of what it means to claim God’s 
calling in his or her life by providing the tools students need 
to succeed in the workplace, in the church, and at home. A 
diverse student body will help graduates address the com-
plexities of a globally connected world. 

Reachable Together we will enable all students to flourish at 
Wheaton. Being reachable is about more than keeping Whea-
ton a�ordable. It is about helping students to feel welcomed 
and providing a place at the table for all qualified Christian 
students so that every individual feels they are an integral 
part of the Wheaton family. 

We hope that you will be encouraged by the strategic initia-
tives outlined in the pages to come. We pray that these wor-
thy aspirations will capture your interest and imagination and 
compel your heart toward generous giving.

Please give through Wheaton, not only to Wheaton, as you 
seek to impact the world for Christ.

WHAT�YOUR  GIFT�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

Remarkable 
$ 9 . 3  M I L L I O N
Liberal Arts Excellence: Christ at the 
Core curriculum

$ 6 3  M I L L I O N
Enhancing Music and the Performing 
Arts: New Performing Arts Center

Relevant
$ 1 7  M I L L I O N
Globalizing a Wheaton Education: 
Global and Experiential Learning

$ 4  M I L L I O N
The Center for Vocation & Career

$ 7 . 3  M I L L I O N
Deepening Ethnic Diversity

Reachable
$ 4  M I L L I O N
New Welcome Center

$ 3 0  M I L L I O N
The Wheaton Fund

$ 3 2 . 8  M I L L I O N
Planned Gifts

$ 7 . 6  M I L L I O N
Need-Based Scholarships

From the Heart, For the Kingdom
Total Goal

“Building upon Wheaton College’s perennial 
commitment to know Jesus Christ and advance 
his kingdom, the goals of From the Heart, For 
the Kingdom are strategically designed to help 
21st-century students thrive in their service to 
the church and the world. 

It is right to support Christ’s work in the world 
because people desperately need the mercy of 
the gospel. It is right because through the work of 
Christ’s disciples, people’s lives can be changed 
for eternity. But most of all it is right because 
of the extravagant grace that God offered us in 
Jesus Christ. The question we should ask is not 
‘What percentage of my resources will I give to 
Christ’s kingdom?’ but rather ‘How much of my 
heart will I give over to God’s will?’”

P R E S I D E N T  P H I L I P  G .  R Y K E N  ' 8 8

$175 million

$114.5 million



Christ at the Core, 
Wheaton’s innovative 
new general education 
curriculum, o�ers students 
a general education model 
that comprehensively 
relates Christian liberal 
arts experience to the 
dynamic challenges of the 
21st century. It provides 
a more flexible and 
imaginative course selection, 
promotes increased 
faculty interdisciplinary 
collaboration, and graduates 
alumni with a clearly 
articulated vocational vision 
applicable to a wide variety of 
callings over a lifetime.

$ 9 . 3  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

WHAT�YOUR�GIFT�TOWARD�THE

Remarkable
C h r i s t  at  t h e  c o r e :
P r o m o t i n g  L i b e r a l  A rt s  E xc e l l e n c e

t accords well with Whea-
ton’s stated reason for ex-
istence that the College is 
best known for dedication to 
historical evangelical Chris-
tianity. Yet not far behind 

this most basic commitment has 
always come Wheaton’s dedication 
to excellence in the liberal arts. At 
least since the tenure of President 
J. Oliver Buswell HON that commit-
ment has entailed more than simply 
well-rounded instruction in the hu-
manities, physical sciences, and so-
cial sciences. It has also meant en-
couragement for faculty in particular 
disciplines to venture outside their 
specialties for fruitful collaboration 
with other faculty. And it has meant 
e�orts at connecting themes in Bible 
and theology with subjects in all fields 
and asking what learning in all fields 
can contribute to understanding 
Scripture and formulating theology.

I
As befits an institution specializ-

ing in the instruction of undergrad-
uates, the College’s commitment to 
liberal arts has always been most ob-
vious in the classroom. Yet alongside 
Wheaton’s deliberate focus on facul-
ty-to-student learning, that commit-
ment has also resonated far beyond 
Wheaton.  

I’m quite sure I did not realize the 
significance of this added dimen-
sion when I arrived at Wheaton as 
a freshman in the fall of 1964. Yet if 
I had been paying attention, I might 
have noticed that anthropology 
professor Dr. James O. Buswell ’48 
had just published a book entitled 
Slavery, Segregation, and Scripture 
(Eerdmans, 1964). In it the son of 
Wheaton’s third president offered 
timely guidance to a broad evangelical 
audience about why—on grounds of 
careful anthropological investigation 
as well as responsible exegesis—bib-

by Dr. Mark Noll ’68
Professor of History Emeritus 
and Francis A. McAnaney Professor of History at the University of Notre Dame

L I B E R A L � A RT S�
E XC E L L E N C E �
C H R I ST � AT � T H E � CO R E�
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$9.3 m

$3.1  m



“This effort, which refreshes 
Wheaton’s commitment to the 
Christian liberal arts, will be taught 
by professors who, like those 
who have gone before, make a 
difference in the world as well as at 
Wheaton College.”

D R .  M A R K  N O L L  ' 6 8

Remarkable

lical defenses of slavery and segrega-
tion were completely wrong-headed. 

I may have been aware that a young 
Dr. Arthur Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52 would 
be hosting another philosophy con-
ference during that academic year. 
But only much later did I realize that 
Arthur’s annual events, with their 
stimulating mix of believing and sec-
ular thinkers, were making a signifi-
cant contribution to the international 
renaissance of Christian philosophy 
that has taken place over the last 
half-century.  

In physics Dr. Howard Claassen HON
was keeping on with his award-win-
ning research in the inert gases (re-
named “noble gases” in part because 
of his work). He was also laying the 
groundwork for the Human Needs 
and Global Resources (HNGR) pro-
gram that has connected myriads of 
Wheaton students with the real-life 
challenges of development through-
out the whole world.

In other words, students in my 
generation knew we were receiv-
ing a quality liberal arts education 
from the likes of Professors Buswell, 
Holmes, and Claassen. Few of us, 
however, fully grasped the multiplied 
benefits that these scholars also of-
fered at large, even as they faithfully 
instructed Wheaton students.

And so it has gone. During the 
nearly three decades I was privi-
leged to serve on the faculty, it was 
a great encouragement to see col-

leagues who were doing their best 
in the classroom, but also bringing 
much appreciated illumination to in-
terested audiences far and wide. Dr. 
Dean Arnold ’64, who explained to 
students why responsible Christian 
thinking demanded careful sifting of 
anthropological research, also pub-
lished books with Cambridge Univer-
sity Press on subjects like the ecology 
and ceramic production of the An-
des. Dr. John Walford HON mesmer-
ized classes with magic from his slide 
projector and also published the de-
finitive work on the Dutch landscape 
painter Jacob van Ruisdael with Yale 
University Press. Dr. Beatrice Batson 
M.A. ’47’s infectious enthusiasm for 
Shakespeare transformed all of her 
students into instant Elizabethans, 
while she also stage-managed numer-
ous conferences and edited almost as 
many books on Christian topics relat-
ed to the Bard. 

In the very recent past I, along 
with the whole Wheaton family, have 
mourned the death of Professor of 
English and Arthur F. Holmes Profes-
sor of Faith and Learning Dr. Roger 
Lundin ’71. Roger too could transfix 
a classroom with his singular blend 
of autobiography, mastery of Ameri-
can literature, theological expertise, 
and deep engagement with modern 
critical theory. When he published 
books drawing on that same potent 
mixture, he touched other lives pro-
foundly. As Christian Wiman, long-
time editor of Poetry magazine and 
now on the faculty of Yale’s Institute 
of Sacred Music, wrote in commend-
ing one of Roger’s last books, “There 
are very few critics one thinks of as 
enlarging one’s life, much less making 
one more fit to live it. Roger Lundin, 
for this reader, is just such a writer.”  

Mentioning Roger connects the 
past with the future, for he was one 
of the key faculty members who re-
cently reconfigured Wheaton’s gen-
eral education program under the ru-
bric, Christ at the Core. This e�ort, 
which refreshes Wheaton’s commit-
ment to the Christian liberal arts, 
will be taught by professors who, like 
those who have gone before, make a 
di�erence in the world as well as at 
Wheaton College. 

CHRIST�AT�THE�CORE� Liberal Arts at Wheaton College

SHARED CORE (common courses) THEMATIC CORE (common courses) CORE COMPETENCIES

First Year Seminar: Enduring Questions

Old Testament Literature and Interpretation

New Testament Literature and Interpretation

Christian Thought

Advanced Integrative Seminar

Capstone Experience: Disciplinary 
Questions and Vocational Challenges

Applied Abstract and Quantitative Reasoning
Diversity in the United States
Global Perspectives
Historical Perspectives
Literary Explorations
Philosophical Investigations
Scientific Practice
Scientific Issues and Perspectives 
Social Inquiry
Visual and Performing Arts

First Year Writing
Foreign Language
Oral Communication
Wellness

2 5



Creating Facilities That Inspire
A Conversation with the Dean of the Conservatory, Arts, and 
Communication Dr. Michael Wilder 

od cares deeply about music making and reminds us often in Scrip-
ture of the power of music in proclaiming his message and o�ering 
him praise and worship,” says Dean of the Conservatory, Arts, and 
Communication Dr. Michael Wilder. “Music is a tool, an instrument, a 
language through which we proclaim the hope and love of Christ. Mu-
sic is also integral to the fabric of our community of students, faculty, 

and the many others who are a part of Wheaton College.”
Among the founding professors of Wheaton College was Freeborn Garret-

son Baker, professor of sacred music. From the College’s first year, music has 
been an integral part of Wheaton, and it continues to thrive to this day. The 
Conservatory of Music has maintained an average enrollment of more than 170 
music majors per year during the past decade, with one in four undergraduate 
students participating in music courses, lessons, and ensembles. Upwards of 
27,000 people attend musical events at the College annually.  

“The Conservatory’s professional-level expectations, training, and Wheaton’s 
solid liberal arts grounding—all within a thoroughly Christian context—provide 
one of the best academic and artistic environments a student might encounter 
anywhere,” says Dean Wilder.

Yet in spite of a record of notable accomplishments, Wheaton’s Conservato-
ry of Music has facilities that have long been recognized as in critical need of 
improvement. In addition, the National Association of Schools of Music reviews 
from past decades have cited the lack of adequate music facilities at Wheaton. 

Most of the current Conservatory of Music spaces su�er from inadequate 
climate control, poor sound isolation, and insuªcient storage space. Many 
practice rooms are too small to adequately protect hearing or to of-
fer optimal acoustics. Choral ensembles rehearse in spaces 
that are ill-suited for choral rehearsal; balance, 
intonation and other objectives of music  

A � N E W � P E R F O R M I N G�
A RT S � C E N T E R

M A R C U S  M AY E L L  ' 1 1

“While I consider my time at the 
Wheaton College Conservatory as 

paramount years that developed 
my musical gifts through 

performance opportunities at 
top-tier venues with professional 

musicians, master classes, lectures 
by visiting artists, and high-quality 

day-to-day lessons and classes, 
the skills nurtured there go beyond 

mere musicianship. The years I 
spent at the Conservatory helped 

shape my understanding of 
vocation as a Christian in the arts, 
and taught me how all of life is an 

act of worship.”

M aj o r: Music performance

Ext rac u r r i c u la r acti v iti es: Symphony 
Orchestra and chamber music groups

C u r r ent em ploym ent: Acoustician at 
Threshold Acoustics LLC 

“G

from past decades have cited the lack of adequate music facilities at Wheaton. 
Most of the current Conservatory of Music spaces su�er from inadequate 

climate control, poor sound isolation, and insuªcient storage space. Many 
practice rooms are too small to adequately protect hearing or to of-practice rooms are too small to adequately protect hearing or to of-practice rooms are too small to adequately protect hearing or to of
fer optimal acoustics. Choral ensembles rehearse in spaces 
that are ill-suited for choral rehearsal; balance, 
intonation and other objectives of music 
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The updated and new 
facilities will attract and 
train the highest-caliber 
musicians, invite all students 
to musical engagement, and 
create a vibrant musical 
experience for our family 
and guests while meeting 
current and anticipated 
needs. The new Concert 
Hall and the renovations to 
Armerding Hall will include 
superior acoustical design; 
professional sound isolation; 
climate and humidity 
control; inspiring yet modest 
building design; architectural 
compatibility with other 
buildings; and additional 
practice, chamber music, 
and instructional spaces. 

Remarkable 
a  n e w  p e r f o r m i n g  a rt s  c e n t e r

interpretation and performance are not fully realized. Finally, the Conserva-
tory currently operates in six di�erent buildings across campus built from 
1924-2008. 

The new Performing Arts Center will house Wheaton’s Conservatory of Mu-
sic and will allow for the achievement of a higher level of excellence than is 
possible within present facilities. Perhaps the most exciting addition will be a 
brand-new Concert Hall. 

“With a seating capacity of 550, this venue will be the first space in the Col-
lege’s history designed specifically for music making,” says Dean Wilder. “In its 
size, acoustical properties, and professional appointment, this space will be 
a vital asset for Wheaton College as well as the region and for visiting artists 
from all over the world.”

The new arts building design features a recital hall venue for 110 audience 
members as well as larger teaching studios, practice rooms, opera/music the-
ater rehearsal spaces, recording studios, chamber music rooms, a choral re-
hearsal hall, a spacious lobby, and academic instructional spaces.

“With this new facility located right in the middle of campus, the hope is that 
it will clearly invite musical participation and artistic engagement of all stu-
dents, sta�, and faculty, representing an investment that will serve generations 
of students,” says Dean Wilder. “The building will be a highly professionalized 
space that clearly communicates that we have prepared a very special place 
for artistic experience and for music making, studying, and listening, all to the 
praise of our most high God.” 

$ 6 3  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

WHAT�YOUR�GIFT�TOWARD�THE
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for artistic experience and for music making, studying, and listening, all to the 
praise of our most high God.” 

$31  m

$63  m

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  s t u a r t  h o l m e s



Preparing Students for Global Impact 
Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner
Dean of Humanities and Theological Studies  
and Professor of English

Dr. Laura Montgomery ’78
Dean of Global and Experiential Learning  
and Professor of Anthropology

Deb Gasoske Kim ’93 
Director of Study Abroad

We will empower students 
and faculty to experience 
and recognize God’s 
presence and work in 
the world in new ways by 
providing scholarships and 
support for international 
students; providing 
scholarships and support 
for domestic students 
wanting to study abroad; 
expanding course 
selections; and equipping 
faculty to bring global 
perspectives into the 
classroom.

Q: Why is globalizing a Wheaton 
education important for Wheaton 
students, faculty, and staff as they 
seek to represent Christ in the 21st 
century?

Dr. Baumgaertner: We are not called 
to be insular in our comfortable lives 
in our comfortable communities, but 
rather to be a part of the growth 
and development occurring in other 
countries. I hear this all the time from 
students who go overseas, especial-
ly with Wheaton’s Human Needs and 
Global Resources program (HNGR). 
They come back transformed. We 
have to make global connections be-
cause we love God and want to carry 
the message of Christ, and we want 
to learn from others who are infused 
with a new and di�erent understand-
ing of how God works in the world. We 
need to get faculty overseas also, as 
faculty will create energy and enthu-
siasm and help promote the dream in 
their students.

G LO B A L � A N D�
E X P E R I E N T I A L � L E A R N I N G
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“We belong to a global church and 
want better to reflect the kingdom 
of God. We want our students to 
experience and recognize God’s 
presence and work in the world in 
new ways.”

P R E S I D E N T  P H I L I P  G .  R Y K E N  ' 8 8

Relevant 
G l o b a l  a n d  e x p e r i e n t i a l 
L e a r n i n g

$9.9  m

$17  m

GLOBALIZI NG CU RRICU LU M  
AN D STU DENT PROGRAMS

$12.2  million

I NTERNATIONAL STU DENTS 
AN D SCHOLARS

$2.3  million

FACU LTY GLOBAL 
DEVELOPM ENT PROGRAMS

$1.5  million

ASIA STRATEGIC ALLIANCE
$1  million

$ 1 7  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

WHAT�YOUR�GIFT�TOWARD�THE
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Relevant

Q: Why give to help globalize a 
Wheaton education? 

Ms. Kim: Now is an exciting time to 
give to globalize a Wheaton educa-
tion. More and more students are 
eager for study abroad programs 
to be part of their Wheaton educa-
tion. Our students are interested in 
pursuing internships and study in 
foreign languages, world religions, 
cross-cultural ministry, sustainable 
development, international business, 
and more. We’re helping facilitate 
and make that happen with and for 
them, and we’d love to enhance con-
nections and deepen learning expe-
riences. We want Wheaton students 
to engage educationally abroad, but 
we also want them to go out with 
culturally-appropriate, service-mind-
ed, and Christ-minded goals—these 
motivations are all the more reason 
for Wheaton students to be engaging 
study abroad experiences.

Q: What are some new opportunities
for providing enhanced cross-cultural 
learning experiences for students? 

Dr. Montgomery: We just completed 
two exchange agreements with two 
international Christian universities. 
One is Tokyo Christian University and 
the other is Handong Global Univer-
sity. Our students have been able to 
go, but it hasn’t always been easy for 
their students to come our direc-
tion, which would enrich our campus. 
These agreements will help facilitate 
that. The number of study abroad 
programs where our students can 
use their institutional aid has great-
ly expanded.

Q: By providing these types of 
learning experiences, what are the 
planned outcomes for students and 
faculty as they live out their calling 
in the world and address the issues 
facing God’s kingdom today?

Dr. Montgomery: If we don’t prepare 
our students to engage and live in a 
world of global and intercultural con-
nections, we aren’t educating them 
effectively. Our goal is to have stu-
dents be able to share the gospel gra-
ciously and humbly with members of 
other cultures, languages, and back-
grounds; and to develop intercultur-
al competencies that foster e�ective 
global citizenship through study and 
sustained, meaningful engagement 
with others in a manner that reflects 
the love, humility, empathy, and serv-
anthood of Jesus Christ.

Q: As part of the initiative, will 
course selections in relevant areas 
like world religions, Mandarin, and 
Arabic expand? What will be the 
impact on faculty, students, and 
staff as a result of these changes?   

Dr. Montgomery: We hope to es-
tablish course offerings in a less 
commonly taught language, such as 
Arabic, and in world religions. We 
currently have a minor in Manda-
rin and plan to hire a second faculty 
member in this area. We would also 
like to have monies available for stu-
dents to study abroad intensively in 
languages such as Hindi and Turk-
ish, among others. Expanded oppor-
tunities and requirements to study 
languages are critical to preparing 
students to participate more fully in 
the global body of Christ and to be 
competitive in today’s workforce. Re-
garding world religions, when I was 
a student here in the 1970s, there 
wasn’t a Hindu temple in the area. 
There wasn’t an Islamic Center in 
Wheaton. Today, world religions are 
not just encountered in faraway plac-
es but also in our local communities. 
How do we engage, from a position 
of understanding, di�erent religious 
traditions? One of the benefits of 
studying other world religions is that 
it helps you deepen and clarify your 
own beliefs and practices.

“Wheaton’s immersive Wheaton 
in Mexico program was life-
transforming. In the midst of 
transition and change, I came 
face-to-face with my own 
insufficiencies and the presence 
of Christ became all the more 
precious. Why did I study abroad 
for 16 weeks? To become 
uncomfortable and to grow.”

E R I C A  F O R K N E R  ' 1 7



C E N T E R � F O R � V O C AT I O N�
A N D � C A R E E R

heaton College is taking 
bold, proactive steps to 
help students prepare 
for life after Wheaton, 
making the Center for 
Vocation and Career 

(CVC) a key component of the From 
the Heart, For the Kingdom capital 
campaign. 

The CVC guides students in identi-
fying their values, interests, skills, and 
strengths. Students explore a myriad 
of career opportunities and make con-
nections with alumni through our ex-
tensive alumni network. In the end, 
the goal is to graduate students with 
a sustainable plan for life after college.  

Your gifts to the CVC will increase 
personnel and programming, giv-
ing students the support they need 
to explore the unique gifts God has 
given them and the life experiences 
that shape their skills and interests. 
Students will also uncover the many 
ways they can use their gifts and ex-
periences by participating in intern-
ships, career trips, job shadowing, 
and Externship Day. And, they will 
learn to articulate their marketplace 
value through resumes, LinkedIn pro-
files, interview skills, and networking 
opportunities.

The Center for Vocation and Ca-
reer currently makes its home in the 
Advancement, Vocation, and Alumni 
Engagement division, and partners 
with Opus: The Art of Work, which 
provides leadership in the interdisci-
plinary study of faith and work.

W

LATEST UPDATES

Building the Church and Benefiting Society 
Worldwide

Wheaton alumna Barbara Bates 
Alexander ’77 has had an illustrious 
career in the federal government as 
a senior executive in the intelligence 
community and now works in the pri-
vate sector at AECOM, a global critical 
infrastructure company. She remains 
active in the Wheaton College commu-
nity by serving as a Wheaton College 
Leadership Council member. Here is 
what she had to say about the empow-
ering influence of Wheaton College’s 
Center for Vocation and Career:

“Wheaton’s emphasis on the fact 
that ‘All truth is God’s truth’ helped 
confirm for me that whether one is a 
scientist or a musician or a govern-
ment employee or a pastor or a mis-
sionary, each vocation is God-given 
and each area of service is equally sa-
cred ground. 

“This calling is important to our ca-
reers, but equally important is how we 
conduct our lives at home, at church, 
and in any other interaction. This call-
ing isn’t restricted to people in Chris-
tian ministry; every one of us has a 
specific role to play in the Kingdom. 

“The Center for Vocation and Ca-
reer takes this understanding and 
helps students go beyond the question 
of ‘What job do I get after college?’ to 
the fundamental question of ‘What are 
the gifts God has given me, and how 
can I use them to advance His King-
dom wherever I am called?’

“Through the CVC and its partner 
Opus: The Art of Work, Wheaton will 
help students and faculty look at the 

A new series designed for sophomores, 
Canvas, is a huge success. One student 
said, “This event was EXCELLENT!” 
Canvas features events to guide students 
through the process of exploring their 
unique calling in vocation and career. 

An increasing number of students are 
taking advantage of valuable resources 
like StrengthsFinder assessments and 
Externship Day, where students shadow 
professionals in the workplace.



W H E A T O N . E D U / M A G A Z I N E

breadth of vocational calling—to iden-
tify their gifts, to help discern where 
these gifts can be used in the market-
place, and to hone these gifts in order 
to serve the Lord with excellence.

“I encourage Wheaton parents, 
friends, and my fellow alumni to sup-
port the CVC. Wheaton was a trans-
formative experience for most of us. 
Wheaton alumni are serving God in 
amazing places in every field of en-
deavor. The opportunities available 
for students today are so many and 
so varied that they almost cause pa-
ralysis. And the societal challenges are 
truly staggering. The CVC serves as 
the connector between the student life 
on campus, the alumni and others who 
can guide them, and the many possi-
bilities for serving God in their life af-
ter Wheaton. 

“Wheaton’s CVC professionals truly 
care about the future of our students 
and are eager to equip students well 
for what is to come. But effective pro-
gramming, tools, and dedicated per-
sonnel are costly. And yet the return 
on investment is the equipping of dis-
ciples who are prepared not just with 
the intellectual knowledge of their ma-
jor area of study, but also with the in-
sight and practical vision to use their 
vocational calling ‘For Christ and His 
Kingdom.’” 

Relevant 
c e n t e r  f o r  v o cat i o n  a n d  ca r e e r

•  Student-Focused Events & 
Marketing

•  Internship Awards and 
Student Assessments

•  Strategic Connections with 
Employers & Alumni

•  Technology Solutions & 
Operations

•  Increased Personnel: 
Coaching, Internships, 
Employer Relations   

$4 m

$2.1  m
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“At Wheaton I was allowed to ask 
hard questions and not feel judged. 
If I had gone to a different college, 
I may not have had the support 
I needed to work through some 
really hard issues.”

B I A N C A  R O D R I G U E Z  ' 1 4

Relevant
d e e p e n i n g   e t h n i c  d i v e rs i t y

Generous gifts will 
provide scholarship aid 
to underrepresented 
minority undergraduate 
students who need help 
a�ording a Wheaton 
education. We will 
work hard to provide 
multicultural living and 
learning experiences for 
all students, creating 
a campus where each 
member of Christ’s family 
truly feels at home.

uring a childhood Sunday 
school picnic, the injus-
tice of racism first crys-
tallized for Ruth Bamford 

’50, Wheaton’s former associate dean 
of students. Her church group was 
visiting an amusement park, and the 
church organist and his daughter—the 
only group members of color—were 
barred from entering. 

Sensitized by this experience as 
well as 12 years inside Detroit’s inte-
grated public school system, Ruth has 
been a passionate lifelong advocate for 
Wheaton’s ongoing journey to become 
a more diverse learning community as 
well as a faithful supporter of a faithful 
supporter of the James E. Burr Minori-
ty Scholarship Fund.

Ruth is far from alone in her passion. 
One of the goals of the College’s From 
the Heart, For the Kingdom capital 
campaign is a continued commitment 
to deepening ethnic diversity at Whea-
ton. Gifts to this campaign priority will 
augment the College’s e�orts and long-
standing commitment to ethnic diversi-
ty and racial reconciliation by increas-
ing funding for endowed scholarships. 
These scholarships will benefit under-
graduate students from underrepre-
sented racial and ethnic backgrounds.

Increased scholarship aid will help 
more students like Bianca Rodri-
guez ’14, who identifies as part Afri-
can-American, part Venezuelan, and 
part French Canadian. 

The first in her family to graduate 
from college, Bianca is deeply grateful 
for the generous financial aid package, 
which included assistance from the 

D E E P E N I N G�
ET H N I C � D I V E RS I T Y

D Wheaton Fund as well as the Burr 
Scholarship, that helped make her ed-
ucation a reality.

For Bianca, her time at Wheaton was 
an “incubation” period of enormous 
personal, spiritual, and intellectual 
growth. Today she pours her love for 
Christ and for learning into her fresh-
man algebra students in Chicago’s un-
derserved North Lawndale community.

The College’s ongoing commitment 
to an ethnically diverse student body 
positively a�ects all students. Before 
coming to Wheaton, Peyton Finley ’16, 
a recent graduate with a double ma-
jor in math and physics, had experi-
enced few opportunities to befriend 
people from other ethnicities and cul-
tures. That changed when he came to 
Wheaton.

Day-to-day campus life and partici-
pation in Gospel Choir exposed Peyton 
to “a richness in perspective and cul-
ture, but also to a subtle level of hurt 
and disadvantage among students of 
color.” 

Peyton learned to better appreciate 
the challenges faced by his ethnical-
ly diverse peers—life lessons that will 
follow him long beyond his college ex-
perience.

President Philip Ryken underscores 
that the College’s commitment to di-
versity is biblically based. 

“Insofar as possible,” he says, “we 
seek to reflect the full diversity of the 
people of God as a visible expression 
of our unity in Christ and an e�ective 
means of preparation to advance the 
gospel worldwide.” 
BY DAWN KOTAPISH ’92

$109 million
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A � WA R M � W E LCO M E�
T O � C A M P U S

Reachable

mong the reasons Jonathan Blanchard came to Wheaton in 
1859 to found Wheaton College included its proximity to “Chi-
cago, the Gate City between the Atlantic and Pacific, between 
Western Europe and Eastern Asia,” and his belief that “the Lord 
had need of Wheaton College, to aid in preparing the way for 
His coming.” 

Being well situated and having a mission that outlasts the centuries are 
positive aspects in Wheaton’s history. President Philip G. Ryken ’88 adds, 
“Also important to us is Wheaton’s welcome to all people from all nations, 
reflecting the hospitality of God’s grace to us.” 

One of the most significant ways the College takes up this responsibili-
ty is by welcoming visitors—undergraduate and graduate alumni who are 
returning “home,” thousands of annual conference guests, and especially 
prospective students and their families.

Recently it has become clear that the joyful task of welcoming prospec-
tive students requires a dedicated home on campus. Director of Under-
graduate Admissions Shawn Leftwich Wynne notes, “Given the high influx 
of people in the Student Services Building on a daily basis, we believe that 
a new dedicated space for hosting our guests will improve the experience 
of visiting and exploring our unique and attractive campus by relocating to 
a more convenient and accessible site.”
To this end, to better serve our campus visitors, the College plans to build a new 
Welcome Center that will serve as Wheaton’s “front door,” where all can be warmly 
received, and where they can see and interact with visual presentations of Whea-
ton’s history, mission, and campus life. 
BY MARILEE MELVIN ’72

We will build a Welcome 
Center that is informative 
and inviting to prospective 
students and other 
campus visitors. The 
multi-functional space 
will serve as a centrally 
located “front door” to 
campus with a Great Hall 
containing a fireplace 
and exhibits reflecting 
Wheaton’s Christ-centered 
history and excellence in 
liberal arts education. It 
will also house the o£ces of 
Undergraduate Admissions.

$ 4  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

Reachable 
a  n e w  w e l c o m e  c e n t e r
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T H E � W H E AT O N � F U N D

An investment in the 
Wheaton Fund helps keep 
a Wheaton education 
a�ordable by subsidizing 
the cost of educating each 
and every undergraduate 
student, and by making 
the burden of debt lighter 
for our graduates. Your 
support also helps maintain 
Wheaton’s historically 
high level of excellence by 
investing in gifted faculty 
mentors and the many 
ministries and programs 
sponsored by the O£ce of 
Christian Outreach.

$ 3 0  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

Reachable 
t h e  w h e at o n  f u n d

dent body,” says President Philip G. 
Ryken ’88. “Keeping Wheaton a�ord-
able for the young men and women 
whom the Lord calls from all over 
the world to study here is absolutely 
crucial if Wheaton is to thrive in the 
21st century.” 

In December 2015, Dr. Laura Lou 
Ordway Brown ’06 and her husband, 
Randy, made a commitment to reg-
ularly support the Wheaton Fund as 
Wheaton Associates, following in the 
footsteps of Laura’s parents, Mar-
vin and Linda Ordway, who became 
Wheaton Associates ten years ago. 

Laura is a pediatrician and Randy 
recently started medical school. They 
adopted a toddler nine months ago, 
and in January 2016 they welcomed 
a newborn son.

The Browns want to keep Whea-
ton at the forefront of their “hearts 
and minds” and nurture a family at-
mosphere in which their children can 
grow up hearing about Wheaton. 

“We are a young couple with a lot of 
medical school debt,” says Laura. “But 
we want to do what we can to sup-
port the Wheaton Fund and help keep 
Wheaton a�ordable to all students.”

“I was lucky,” says Laura. “I grew up 
in a home that was comfortable finan-
cially and emotionally. I have always 
believed that people who have been 
given a lot should give back a lot.”
BY DAWN KOTAPISH ’92

F
Keeping Wheaton Affordable

ew institutions of higher 
learning in America educate 
more qualified students 
more cost-e�ectively than  
Wheaton College.

But in spite of this, the costs of 
higher education continue to outpace 
income, inflation, and federal tuition 
assistance. As a result, Wheaton Col-
lege has been diligently working to 
remain accessible to the broadest 
possible spectrum of high-achieving 
Christian students. 

The College maintains its a�ordabil-
ity through the prayerful, intentional, 
and eªcient use of its resources; the 
generous stewardship of alumni, par-
ents, and friends; and the devoted and 
at times sacrificial service of admin-
istrators, sta�, and faculty members.

The Wheaton Fund is fundamental 
to maintaining Wheaton’s a�ordabili-
ty. An unrestricted annual fund made 
possible by the generosity of alumni, 
parents, and friends, the Wheaton 
Fund lowers the cost of educating 
every student by about $10,000 per 
student, per year.

With a goal of $30 million, the 
Wheaton Fund is an essential com-
ponent of the From the Heart, For the 
Kingdom capital campaign. 

“A Christ-centered curriculum 
and state-of-the-art buildings would 
accomplish little without an en-
gaged, committed, and diverse stu-

WHAT�YOUR�GIFT�TOWARD�THE
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n 1965, Dr. Clyde S. Kilby HON founded what eventually became known 
as the Marion E. Wade Center, a major research collection of materials 
by and about seven esteemed British authors, including C. S. Lewis and 
J. R. R. Tolkien. In addition, through their estate plan, Dr. Kilby and his 
wife, Martha, funded another lasting legacy—the Clyde S. Kilby Profes-
sor of English endowed chair. 

Over the years, the Kilby chair has been held by various faculty, including Dr. 
Rolland Hein ’54, Dr. Roger Lundin ’71, Dr. Leland Ryken HON, Dr. Alan Jacobs, 
and Dr. Christina Bieber Lake, who currently holds the position.

“I receive an eight-hour course release—one class each semester—as well as 
a generous yearly stipend for research, travel, books, or other academic proj-
ects,” says Dr. Bieber Lake. “By far, the space to think, read, and write that the 
release o�ers is the greatest gift. The Kilby chair has given me a jump-start on 
my current research project in which I am writing, through an analysis of the 
work of several prominent contemporary American writers, a theology of story.”

Beyond their academic legacy, Clyde and Martha Kilby are also remembered 
for the hospitality they o�ered to students outside the classroom. Marjorie 
Lamp Mead ’74, interim director of the Marion E. Wade Center, notes that the 
Kilby home was “a warm, welcoming place for students who have since gone on 
to do creative and spectacular things...a result, in part, of the Kilby’s ongoing 
encouragement and friendship.”

By establishing a gift to Wheaton through their estate, the Kilby family 
sparked a legacy that lives on in the hearts and lives of students. Holders of 
the Kilby  Chair will provide hospitality, mentorship, and insight for generations 
to come. Just like the Kilbys, you too can impact the lives of students and fac-
ulty for years to come by giving to Wheaton College through your estate plan.

P L A N N E D � G I F T S

Empowering Students for Generations to Come

I

DID YOU KNOW?

Over the last six fiscal years, 
Wheaton College received $5.7 
million on average each year 
thanks to the foresight and 
dedication of Wheaton family who 
have gone before. 

Gifts will be used to invest 
in the future of high-quality 
Christian education for 
our students at Wheaton 
College by supporting our 
programs, resources, and 
infrastructure known for 
excellence. We will provide 
students with an excellent 
education now and secure 
Wheaton College’s high-
quality Christ-centered 
education for generations 
to come.

Reachable 
p l a n n e d  g i f t s :  g i v i n g  t h r o u g h 
yo u r  e s tat e  p l a n

$109 million

$32.8  m

$30.3  m

3 5

$ 3 2 . 8  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

WHAT�YOUR�GIFT�TOWARD�THE



We will keep a Wheaton Col-
lege Christian liberal arts ed-
ucation available for all qual-
ified students—not just those 
who can a�ord it. Your schol-
arship gift will make Wheaton 
more accessible to the widest 
range of students with finan-
cial need. This is an ongoing 
need for students who would 
not otherwise be able to af-
ford a Wheaton education.

$ 7 . 6  M I L L I O N 
GOAL�WILL�ACCOMPLISH

Reachable 
n e e d -  b as e d  s c h o l a rs h i p s

N E E D - B A S E D�
S C H O L A R S H I P S

Your Gifts Matter

Over 78 percent of all Wheaton 
students receive some sort of 

financial aid, just like Christina, 
Craig, Brittany, Mitchell, Charissa, 

and Victoria.

“The strong group of Christian 
friends and mentors that I have 
gotten to know at Wheaton has 
been incredibly helpful. It has been 
a source of renewal in my soul, 
helping me in my walk with our tri-
une God. Thank you for giving me 
this opportunity.”
Craig Moman ’18

“Due to unforeseen medical costs, 
my family was struggling to make 
ends meet and to send me back to 
Wheaton for my senior year. The 
aid I received was a very tangi-
ble answer to prayer and I cannot 
thank you enough.” 
Brittany Janofski ’15

“Without your assistance, my 
Wheaton education may not have 
been available to me and I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart 
for your generosity. I hope that 
you will continue to support Whea-
ton students with your resources.”
Mitchell Kirby ’16

“Your donations are such a blessing 
in my life, and I hope to do the 
same for other college students 
one day who lack the funding for 
college but have the motivation 
and drive to further their education. 
May God bless you, and thank you 
again for your benevolence. You are 
making such a difference in my life 
that I will eternally be grateful for 
you. It has changed my life forever.”

C H R I S T I N A  C A L D E R O N  ' 1 7

“I come from a large family and 
would not have been able to attend 
otherwise. I am so grateful to be at 
Wheaton and see God move on this 
campus and look forward to what 
he will do in the future. Thank you 
so much for making such an op-
portunity possible!”
Charissa Fort ’18

 “Your gift has made it possible 
for me to be on this journey. But 
more than that, your generosity 
and faithfulness, too, inspire me 
as I learn to live with generosity, 
confidence, and passion for what 
I believe. Thank you, and may God 
continue to bless you and allow you 
to continue bearing fruit.” 
Victoria Greaves ’15

DID YOU KNOW?

WHAT�YOUR�GIFT�TOWARD�THE

$7.6  m

$8  m +



Give to students 
through Wheaton, not 
only to Wheaton, as 
you seek to impact 
the world for Christ.

Need more information? 
Visit fromtheheart.wheaton.edu

Your support deeply matters to our students.
Wheaton College would not be here today without the generosity of 
alumni, parents, and friends like you, as well as God’s blessing on our 
calling to provide a remarkable, Christ-centered, liberal arts higher 
education for our students. Our mission remains strong today because of 
your continued investment in our students through Wheaton College. 

On behalf of our students and the entire campus community, thank you.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Give—Please invest in Wheaton College students by giving through one or more 
of the priorities that resonate with your God-given passions and interests. Your 
gift will help—no matter the size of the donation. Make a tax-deductible gift today 
by sending a check in the enclosed envelope or visiting fromtheheart.wheaton.edu. 
To learn about other tax-saving giving options email us at: development@
wheaton.edu, or call 800.525.9906. 

Pray—Join us in praying that God would provide abundantly for the needs of 
our students through faithful giving to the campaign.
 
Share—Spread the word about the campaign. Direct friends to the campaign 
website: fromtheheart.wheaton.edu. Give this magazine to a friend and let them 
know why you support Wheaton College. Follow Wheaton College on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram for news, including campaign updates, and invite your 
friends to join.

A�end—Campaign-related special events are happening all across the country. 
Connect with other alumni in your area, enjoy fellowshipping together, learn 
more about the campaign, and have your questions answered. Stay tuned for 
updates via email and through Wheaton magazine. 

INVEST� IN�STUDENTS �  
INVEST� IN�KINGDOM�WORK 
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Mark Amstutz

Lynn Cohick

Theon Hill

Roger Lundin ’71
with Jeffry Davis

Nicole Mazzarella

Jennifer McNutt

Read Schuchardt

FEATURED�FACULTY
for 2016-17 

wheaton.edu/TT

TT

Like our page for snapshots of 
campus life and alumni features 
around the globe.

facebook.com/wheatonalumni

I TA LY�
Travel with Wheaton College

October 1 – 10, 2017 
Cities:  Florence, Assisi, and Rome, 

with an extension to the Amalfi Coast

Hosted by:  President Philip Ryken and Mrs. Lisa Ryken

To register: 1.972.418.6103 or 
info@footstepministries.org
footstepministries.org

alumni.wheaton.edu/travel

The Alumni Association 
is on Facebook! is on Facebook! 
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A Word 
With Alumni

Vice President for Advancement, Vocation, and Alumni Engagement Dr. Kirk D. Farney M.A. ’98  Senior Director for Vocation and Alumni Engagement Cindra 
Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82  Alumni Association President Paul T. Klobucher ’96  President-Elect Renae Schauer Smith ’91  Past President Kurt D. Tillman ’78  
Executive Director Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82  Alumni Trustee Representatives Paul T. Klobucher ’96, Renae Schauer Smith ’91, Kurt D. Tillman ’78  
Serving through 2017 Judith Briscoe Golz ’83 , Grant Hensel ’15   Serving through 2018 Howard Curlin ’95, Daniel Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00, David Doig ’87  
Serving through 2019 Esther Lee Cruz ’06, Gary Keyes ’63, Lee Eakle Phillips ’77, Jon Tuin ’83 board of directors serving through 2020 Claudia Kraftson 
Brice ’78, Paul Compton ’09, Susan Follett Davis ’04, Beverly Liefeld Hancock ’84, Ruth Lageschulte Johnson ’67, George Kohl Jr. ’76

DR. KIRK FARNEY M.A. ’98

Vice President for Advancement, Vocation, 

and Alumni Engagement 

I N HIS STIMULATING 
book, Quality With Soul: 
How Six Premier Colleges 
and Universities Keep 
Faith with Their Religious 
Traditions, Lutheran 

scholar Robert Benne observes that 
the overarching nature of Wheaton 
College’s “guiding vision . . . has allowed 
[it] to lift its quality as a rigorous liberal 
arts college without losing its soul.” 
In commending both the College’s 
academics and faith commitments, 
Benne further notes, “Wheaton is not 
content with imparting knowledge 
and integrating faith and learning on 
the theoretical level; it also intends to 
form its students deeply so that they 
will affect the world.”

As I experience the pleasure of in-
teracting with our alumni who are en-
gaged in a remarkably broad spectrum 
of vocational pursuits—on personal, 
voluntary, and professional levels—I 
am often struck by just how many ways 
a Wheaton education manifests itself, 
and indeed “affects the world.” It is a re-
minder of the fact that what we do here 
is genuinely important and enduring, 
generation after generation. It is also a 
reminder that God has blessed the Col-
lege and its alumni in ways too numer-
ous to count, and that we are reliant 
upon his sustaining grace and provi-

sion as we carry out our mission.  
In the following section, we are 

pleased to present a collection of ar-
ticles and photographs that we hope 
will provide you with warm, compel-
ling reminders of the special com-
munity that is the Wheaton family—a 
family of which you are a unique part. 
May you celebrate with us the many 
ways that those who received diplo-
mas on the stage of Edman Chapel 
in commencements past, those who 
currently scurry to Blanchard Hall 
for classes present, and those who 
will one day excitedly open their in-
vitation letters for freshman orien-
tations future have and will engage a 
Wheaton education in their families, 
communities, churches, and the world.

While you turn through these pages, 
I encourage you to consider the many 
faithful, unnamed supporters of the 
College who provided the necessary 
resources to make the experiences 
and stories depicted possible. As we 
endeavor to continue Wheaton’s 156-
year narrative of grace, we invite you 
to prayerfully consider participating 
in our new capital campaign, From 
the Heart, For the Kingdom. Your 
impact will be immeasurable! 

“I AM OFTEN 
STRUCK BY JUST 
HOW MANY WAYS 
A WHEATON 
EDUCATION 
MANIFESTS ITSELF, 
AND INDEED 
AFFECTS THE 
WORLD.” 
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Board Members  ROW 1 (l to r): Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 (VP for Advancement, Vocation, and Alumni 
Engagement), Renae Schauer Smith ’91 (President-Elect), Paul Klobucher ’96 (President), Kurt Tillman 
’78 (Past President), Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 (Executive Director). ROW 2: Donna Peterson 
Nielsen ’93, Susannah Schwarcz ’00, Lee Eakle Phillips ’77, Cindy Hoidas, Esther Lee Cruz ’06, Joelle 
Meyer Herskind ’91, Howard Curlin ’95. ROW 3: Gary Keyes ’63, Grant Hensel ’15, David Doig ’87, Daniel 
Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00, David McDowell ’68, Hythem Shadid ’79, Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter 
’60, Judy Briscoe Golz ’83. NOT SHOWN: Jon Tuin ’83.

SEND US YOUR NOMINATIONS FOR ALUMNI BOARD MEMBERS. ALL ALUMNI ARE INVITED TO SUGGEST QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR THE ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BY SUBMITTING AN ONLINE FORM TO THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE WILL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT CLASS YEAR, VOCATION, GENDER, ETHNICITY, AND 

DEMONSTRATED COMMITMENT TO WHEATON. JOB DESCRIPTION AND NOMINATION FORMS CAN BE OBTAINED AND SUBMITTED ONLINE AT ALUMNI.WHEATON.EDU 

Wheaton College 
Alumni Association 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

2015-16

Faculty Awards

ALUMNI FACULTY GRANTS 

AWARDED FOR 2016-17

Dr. Christina Bieber Lake 
English

Dr. R. Tracy McKenzie 
History

Dr. Jennifer McNutt  
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Adam Miglio M.A. ’01  
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Alan Savage 
Foreign Languages

Professor Sara Vroom M.A. ’12  
Education

Professor Rose Wang M.A. ’01
Foreign Languages

Science Division Block Grant 
for Faculty/Student Summer 
Research

JUNIOR ALUMNI FACULTY GRANTS 

AWARDED FOR 2016-17

Dr. Andrew Abernethy 
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Ryan Kemp 
Philosophy

Dr. Alexander Loney 
Foreign Languages

FACULTY MISSIONS PROJECT 2015-16

Dr. Robert Gallagher 
Sri Lanka  
Intercultural Studies

Dr. Nick Perrin 
Italy  
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Richard Schultz  
Hong Kong  
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Terri Watson M.A. ’86  
South Africa  
Psychology

Student Awards

JUNIORS AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS 

FOR THEIR SENIOR YEAR (L TO R)

Kira Dittman ’17

David Garringer ’17

Alejandra Guzman ’17

Brent Westergren ’17

Ciera Horton ’17

Alumni Awards

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

AWARDS 2015-16

Dr. Bruce D. Howard ’74 
For Distinguished 
Service to Alma Mater 

Robert W. Lane ’72 
Patricia Carlson Lane ’72, 
R.N. ’69 
For Distinguished 
Service to Society

WHEATON COLLEGE 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

2015-16 
ANNUAL 
REPORT
Each year the Alumni Association’s 
Board of Directors awards finan-
cial and nonfinancial grants and 
awards to faculty, students, and 
alumni. Funds for these grants 
flow from the annual Wheaton 
Fund, which also supports every 
faculty member’s salary and ev-
ery student’s academic program.
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Alumni 
Weekend 
2016

Kathy Malone Hastings ’67, Judy Newquist.

Four of five groomsmen stand with John ’76 and Elaine Elam Sigsbury ’76, 
center. Pictured from left to right are Don Darling ’76, Scott Van Wingerden ’76,
Frank Lyons ’76, M.A. ’77, and David Gieser ’71 (not present-Todd Gray ’76).

A L U M N I  N E W S
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Becca Hamilton ’15 and Sandy Kraft Hamilton ’86.
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Donna Oerth 
Johnson ’76 

addresses the class 
of 1976 as they 

gather for their class 
photo.

At left: President Philip Ryken ’88 addresses alumni at the annual Spring Luncheon.
Above: Cathron Dodrill, David Dodrill ’76, Dave Cook ’76, Gordon Hamilton ’76, 
Sophie Hamilton.

Members of 
the 1955-56 
basketball team: 
Tom Young ’56, 
Jerry Truax ’56, 
Don Hudgens ’56, 
and Coach 
Lee Pfund ’49. 
The 1955-56 
team placed 
fourth in the 
NAIA National 
Tournament, 
and still holds 
the school 
record for most 
field goals and 
free throws in a 
season.

At left: President Philip Ryken ’88 addresses alumni at the annual Spring Luncheon.At left: President Philip Ryken ’88 addresses alumni at the annual Spring Luncheon.
Above: Cathron Dodrill, David Dodrill ’76, Dave Cook ’76, Gordon Hamilton ’76, Above: Cathron Dodrill, David Dodrill ’76, Dave Cook ’76, Gordon Hamilton ’76, 
Sophie Hamilton.Sophie Hamilton.

Amy Wasson Throw ’86 and Susan Hudson ’85.
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ESTHER LEE CRUZ ’06 began her Wheaton journey with 
aspirations of becoming an international missionary. How-
ever, her academic interests shifted to math and sociology 

as she discovered she was more interested in business. 
“Sociology courses taught by Dr. Henry Allen ’77 were a highlight—

they opened my eyes to how to apply my faith to current-day issues,” 
Esther says.

After Wheaton, Esther received her MBA from the Wharton School 
of Business and was hired at LinkedIn in 2013. Since college, Esther has 
experienced the intense competition in the job market. She believes 
higher education can do a better job equipping students with skills 
employers need. This is the issue she champions most as a member 
of Wheaton’s Alumni Association Board of Directors. 

“It’s a problem with higher education in general, and isn’t unique 
to Wheaton,” Esther says. “How do we help students start their ca-
reers with skills that make them employable for the jobs of today and 
tomorrow? Wheaton is doing a lot to bridge that gap with the Center 
for Vocation and Career and Christ at the Core. We’re in a much better 
position now, but there’s still a lot of work to be done.”

Familiar with the job market and its challenges, Esther encourages 
students and alumni to find friends, family, and alumni who can pro-
vide referrals.

“The best way to get a job at a company you want to work for is to find 
someone at that company you know personally or through someone 
else and politely ask them to refer you,” Esther says. “Referrals are by 
far the most effective way to get a new job.”  

BY JASMINE 

YOUNG ’13

Lee Augsburger ’81, senior vice president 
and chief ethics and compliance officer at 
Prudential Companies, shares highlights 
of his Wheaton experience 

Lee Augsburger ’81 predicted he would at-
tend Wheaton College in seventh grade. His 
confidence came from his Wheaton-student 
babysitters and the Men’s Glee Club concerts 
he experienced while his mother, Phyllis ’71, 
finished her Spanish degree. 

“I never even thought of applying anywhere 
else,” Lee notes.

Today, Lee is senior vice president and chief 
ethics and compliance officer at Prudential 
Companies. In 2013, The Ethisphere Institute 
named him one of the 100 most influential 
people in business ethics, thanks to his work 
as board chair for the Ethics and Compliance 
Officer Association.

“I could never have predicted all the twists 
and turns in my career,” said Lee. “I have sim-
ply sought to be faithful where I found myself.”

At Wheaton, this was as part of Men’s Glee 
Club, which led him to tour Europe twice and 
sing in Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and the 
Kennedy Center. 

“Glee Club was my Wheaton identity,” Lee 
says. “The ensemble provided me with pro-
found lessons in leadership and living in com-
munity, and the Psalms took on new life for me 
through our performances.”

Thanks to Wheaton’s liberal arts curriculum, 
Lee felt “very prepared” for law school com-
pared to his classmates at IIT/Chicago Kent 
who had technical degrees. His communica-
tions classes with Dr. Em Griffin HON—includ-
ing persuasion, group dynamics, and public 
speaking—“have been invaluable,” he says. 
“And the influence of Paul Fromer M.A. ’79, 
who truly taught me how to write, shows up 
every time I type an email.”

His most recent connection to Wheaton: his 
daughter, Rachel Marie Augsburger ’12. 

“Watching Rachel grow at Wheaton rein-
vigorated our commitment and giving to the 
school,” Lee says.               

How to Navigate a 
Competitive Job Market
LinkedIn marketing manager Esther Lee Cruz ’06 on the importance 

of equipping students with desirable skills

MEN’S GLEE  CLUB:     
‘MY WHEATON 
IDENTITY’

BY JEREMY WEBER ’05
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AS A VISITING STUDENT from 
South Korea, Dr. Bong Rin Ro ’62 

spent three months in New York City, 
where he attended Billy Graham ’43, 
LITT.D. ’56’s 1957 crusade at Madison 
Square Garden.

“Billy Graham really touched my 
life,” says Dr. Ro, president of the Pa-
cific campus of Asia Graduate School 
of Theology (AGST), which partners 
with 11 seminaries in Asia.

Then a sophomore at Columbia Bi-
ble College, he observed that Graham 
attended Bible college then went to 
Wheaton for a liberal arts education. 

“I thought that was the model for me 
to follow,” Dr. Ro notes.

Dr. Ro majored in history at Whea-
ton to gain a “wider perspective.” He 
later received his M.Div. at Covenant 
Theological Seminary and his S.T.M. 
and Th.D. at Concordia Lutheran Sem-
inary.

“On the one hand, I need to have bib-
lical knowledge; on the other hand, I 
have to know what is going on in the 
world,” Dr. Ro says.

Dr. Ro served from 1970 to 2000 as 
a bilingual missionary with Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship, teaching at 
seminaries in Singapore, Taiwan, and 
Korea. He also served as executive sec-
retary of the Asia Theological Associ-
ation from 1970 to 1990, and from 1990 
to 1996 was international director of 
the World Evangelical Alliance’s Theo-
logical Commission.

“My Wheaton degree gave me the 
acceptance of the Asian church,” Dr. 
Ro says. “Wheaton is well known in 
Asia.”

His most significant takeaway 
from Wheaton is his wife Alma Lai 
’62. Other Wheaton family includes 
their twin sons David ’89 and Jona-
than ’89 (wife Faith Yang ’87), daugh-
ter Robyn ’93 (husband Eun Sun Ahn 
’89), and granddaughter Caitlyn ’17.

DR. BONG RIN RO ’62
Inspired by Billy Graham’s 1957 New 
York City crusade, Dr. Bong Rin Ro ’62 
has trained hundreds of missionaries 
from Singapore to Hawaii
B y  J e r e m y  W e b e r  ’ 0 5

“On the one hand , I  need to have biblical  knowledge;  on the 

other hand , I  have to know what is  going on in the world .” 
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MANY WHEATON COLLEGE COUPLES 
have a story that begins at HoneyRock 
and leads to a wedding after gradua-
tion. But only Bob ’72 and Patty Carl-
son Lane ’72, R.N. ’69 have a story that 
also involves leading one of Ameri-
ca’s most iconic brands to new global 
heights while supporting symphony 
orchestras and aiding urban and at-
risk children. 

“We’ve been blessed by the Lord to 
tackle life arm-in-arm together,” says 
Bob.

Patty and Bob, grateful for so many 
years of engagement in the lives of 
their children and grandchildren, 
have frequently read aloud the Shema 
prayer of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 as they 
have aimed to implement its priorities.

Over 28 of their years together, Bob 
was an employee of John Deere, an 
American company famous around 
the globe for excellent agricultur-
al equipment. Patty has blended the 
role of board member and front-line 
volunteer in serving symphonies and 
at-risk students. Bob and Patty have 
both sought to echo God’s pledge in 
Genesis that, through Abraham and 
his descendants, “all peoples on earth 
will be blessed.”

The Lanes’ journey together began 
during resident assistant training 
at HoneyRock. The day before they 
met, Patty laughed incredulously as 
Bob gave a humorous mock lecture 
on playing Capture the Flag. The next 

A L U M N I  N E W S
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BUSINESS, SERVICE, 
AND SENSIBILITY
The Wheaton College Alumni 
Association’s 2016 Distinguished 
Service to Society Award recipients 
Robert W. (Bob) ’72 and Patricia 
(Patty) Carlson Lane ’72, R.N. ’69  
have ‘tackled life arm-in-arm together.’
b y  J e r e m y  W e b e r  ’ 0 5    p h o t o  B y  M i k e  H u d s o n  ’ 8 9
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courts for one year of education and 
counseling. 

“Arrowhead Ranch is an excellent 
organization, and the teachers and 
counselors give great effort to help 
students get back on the right track,” 
Patty says.

Patty witnessed this firsthand as a 
volunteer at Arrowhead. Now she does 
the same in a classroom on the South 
Side of Chicago. 

“Volunteering every week allows me 
to meet students and teachers and un-
derstand better their problems and 
joys,” says Patty. “I have an appreci-
ation for the challenges the teachers 
face and the tremendous drive, emo-
tion, and work they put into helping 
the students. As a board member able 
to understand issues from a different 
perspective, I enjoy working on the 
long-term direction of the schools.” 

For Bob’s part, a 2008 profile in For-
tune magazine noted:

“Since [Lane] became CEO in Au-
gust 2000, the overall stock market 
has been flat, but Deere shares have 
quintupled. As befits a man who leads 
a company based in the heart of the 
heartland … Lane favors an understat-
ed Midwestern sensibility. But he is, in 
fact, one of America’s top-performing 
CEOs.”

Bob was conferred “The Order of 
Lincoln” laureate award in the area of 
Business & Industry, the State of Illi-
nois’ highest honor, by Governor Pat 
Quinn and the Lincoln Academy of Il-
linois in 2013. His citation concluded:

“He was famous within the compa-
ny for his ability to greet hundreds of 
Deere employees by name. Generosity 
of spirit, kindness toward others, and 
unassuming friendliness were quali-
ties that came deep within him. The 
humanizing influence of his courte-
sy and kindness is not an easy thing 
to measure. But for many of Deere’s 
50,000 employees who experienced it 
first-hand, it was hard to forget.”

morning, Bob invited Patty to canoe 
with him to Cranberry Island. 

They returned to the island on their 
honeymoon exactly one year later. 

Among their fond memories of 
Wheaton, Patty recalls a classical mu-
sic course by Dr. Alton Cronk HON. 

“He would describe a symphony and 
then play the record, exuding pure joy 
as he listened,” she says. “He imparted 
that love of music to me.” 

Bob recalls philosophy lectures on 
epistemology by Dr. Arthur Holmes ’50,
M.A. ’52. 

“His perspectival lens on how ‘all 
truth is God’s truth’ oriented me, par-
ticularly later as I worked within so 
many different countries,” says Bob. 
“As it became a lens to the complex 
world for me, I would often recall his 
accented quotation of Scripture that 
‘now we see through a glass darkly.’”

After graduation, Bob went to the 
University of Chicago for a master’s 
in business administration. Then he 
worked as a banker for eight years. 
One of his major clients: John Deere.

Working in London before moving 
to Germany in 1980, Bob struck up a 
friendship with theologian John Stott. 
Bob wanted to talk with him about 
business as a Christian vocation. 

“Stressing the breadth of God’s ho-
listic mission, Stott prayed that the 
words ‘all peoples on earth’ would be 
written on my heart,” says Bob. “For 
me these words from Genesis 12:1-4, 
which Stott taught as ‘the most uni-
fying text in the whole Bible,’ became 
a beacon for cultural engagement 
around the world.”

Bob eventually combined Holmes’ 
“all truth is God’s truth” and Stott’s 
emphasis on “all peoples on earth,” 
with the great poem from Colossians 
1:15-20, read at their wedding, cele-
brating God’s pleasure in reconciling 
“all things” through Christ.

“The high calling of business lead-
ership —serving humankind well—re-
flects and serves God,” Bob says.  “Of-
fering genuinely valuable products, 
well designed and produced, contrib-

utes to human flourishing and, thus, 
to God’s glory.” 

Bob saw this potential in John 
Deere, which offered him a job in 1982. 
He rose through the global operating 
ranks and retired after 28 years of ser-
vice, including nine years as chairman 
and CEO.

“I was privileged to make a mark on 
the company, especially strengthen-
ing its worldwide capabilities to sus-
tainably serve customers, employees, 
and investors,” says Bob. “Undergird-
ing my work was a worldview which 
had bubbled up from the complexi-
ties of those profoundly simple ‘all’ 
phrases.”

As his successor, Samuel Allen, 
noted at Bob’s retirement reception: 
“Above all, Bob will be remembered for 
his insistence on integrity in all things, 
always telling us that how results are 
achieved is as important as the results 
themselves.”

Patty currently serves on the Board 
of Trustees of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, on the University of Chica-
go Charter School Governing Board 
where she also volunteers in a low-in-
come urban school on a weekly basis, 
and on the vestry of St. Chrysostom’s 
Episcopal Church. Before moving to 
Chicago, she served on the board of 
the Quad City Symphony Orchestra 
and was president of the board of Ar-
rowhead Ranch, a social services agen-
cy for adolescents ordered by juvenile 
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“THE HIGH CALLING 
OF BUSINESS 
LEADERSHIP 

—SERVING 
HUMANKIND WELL—
REFLECTS AND 
SERVES GOD.”

READ MORE ABOUT BOB AND PATTY’S STORY 

ONLINE AT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE
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WHEATON�COLLEGE�YEAR�VERSE����-��

WORD�OF�CHRIST
“LET�THE�

teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,  

COLOSSIANS�����

DWELL�IN�YOU�RICHLY�

with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”



Make your Wheaton Fund gi� today to help 
get the school year off to a strong start!
wheaton.edu/wheatonfund

Some things never change: 

the impact of the Wheaton Fund.

The best season on campus; 

THE�WHEATON�FUND
Invest in Affordability and Excellence
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501 COLLEGE AVENUE
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N O N  P R O F I T

O R G A N I Z A T I O N

U . S .  P O S T A G E 

PAID 
CAROL STREAM, IL

PERMIT NO. 6044

“GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THAT HE LAY DOWN 

HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS. YOU'RE THE FRIEND OF JESUS. 

HE LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR YOU.”

BILLY GRAHAM ’43, LITT .D. ’56 PREACHES TO OVER 1 MILLION 

PEOPLE IN YOI-DO PLAZA IN SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA, ON JUNE 

3, 1973. THIS IS THE LARGEST AUDIENCE GRAHAM HAS EVER 

ADDRESSED IN PERSON AT ONE TIME. GRAHAM STANDS WITH 

HIS BACK TO THE CAMERA ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE PODIUM. 

HIS INTERPRETER, REV. BILLY KIM LITT .D. ’92, STANDS 

TO HIS RIGHT. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BILLY GRAHAM 

EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION.


