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TELL US!
As alumni and friends of Wheaton, you play a critical role in helping us identify the best
and brightest students to recruit to the College. You have a unique understanding of
Wheaton and can easily identify the type of students who will take full advantage of the
Wheaton College experience.
We value your opinion and invite you to join us in the recruitment process. Please send contact information of potential
students you believe will thrive in Wheaton’s rigorous and
Christ-centered academic environment. We will take the next
step to connect with them and begin the process.

800.222.2419 x0
wheaton.edu/refer
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THE
WHEATON
FUND
+ YOU
IT ALL ADDS UP TO A BIG DIFFERENCE

6,650

households gave to
the Wheaton Fund

75 households gave $10,000 or more to the Wheaton Fund 635 households made a first-time
Wheaton Fund gift 5 households gave $100,000 or more to the Wheaton Fund $814,614.85
given by those who gave less than $1,000 to the Wheaton Fund 58.55% of dollars came
from alumni 26.57% of dollars came from parents 14.88% of dollars came from friends
Numbers included here represent giving through June 10, 2015

Thank you for all you did to make fiscal year 2015 successful!

Make your Wheaton Fund gift today to help
get fiscal year 2016 off to a strong start.

wheaton.edu/wheatonfund
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OME OF THE BEST

things in life are new.
The first swipe from
a new jar of peanut
butter. The luxurious aroma of a new
leather baseball glove. The soft skin
of a newborn baby.
Happily, some things are new at
Wheaton this fall. Our award-winning
magazine has a new look, as you may
have noticed.
But we have more to celebrate than
simply a new magazine. This fall we
welcome close to 700 new students
to campus, from nearly every state in
the Union and more than 50 countries
around the world. More students than
ever before—nearly one-third—come
from diverse ethnic backgrounds. By
God’s grace, they will help us deepen
ethnic diversity and globalize a Wheaton education.
Our new students will be welcomed
by a new chaplain. Reverend Timothy
Blackmon was born and raised in the
Netherlands, where he served as minister of the Protestant International
Church in The Hague. His love for people, dynamic preaching, broad experience in the global church, and passion
for the life of the mind will make a spiritual difference to our entire campus.
The Graduate School has a new mission statement, in which we promise
“to form servant scholars and leaders through exceptional graduate
programs for Christ and His Kingdom.” The approval of this mission
statement coincides with perhaps
the most important strategic planning

President’s
Perspective
DR. PHILIP G. RYKEN ’88
PRESIDENT

“AND HE WHO
WAS SEATED ON
THE THRONE
SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I
AM MAKING ALL
THINGS NEW.’ ALSO
HE SAID, ‘WRITE
THIS DOWN, FOR
THESE WORDS ARE
TRUSTWORTHY
AND TRUE.’”
R E V E L AT I O N 2 1 : 5 ( E S V )

process in the history of the Graduate School. The needs of the global
church—as well as the real challenges
we face in growing our enrollment—
have us thinking seriously about new
programs for the future.
All of our students will enjoy expanded opportunities to prepare for
life after Wheaton through our new
Center for Vocation and Career. By
locating the Center under the leadership of Alumni Engagement, we will
help our students maximize relationships with alumni who can serve as
mentors and provide internships.
What other new opportunities lie
ahead? Next fall we will strengthen the
liberal arts through a new general education curriculum, Christ at the Core.
We also dream of building a new Conservatory of Music and Concert Hall.
Planning is underway, on the strength
of the more than 30 million dollars
already received through generous
gifts and giving commitments.
Not everything is new at Wheaton. We still have the same mission
of providing an excellent, affordable,
Christ-centered liberal arts education.
We continue to strive to do everything
“For Christ and His Kingdom.” And we
still live in hopeful expectation for the
day when Christ will come again and
make “all things new” (Rev. 21:5, esv).
All things, new. I can hardly wait.
Can you?

EMAIL EDITOR@WHEATON.EDU WITH FEEDBACKAND
STORY IDEAS. TO ACCESS ADDITIONAL CONTENT,
VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE

ILLUSTRATION BY BERND SCHIFFERDECKER
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UPDATES FROM HONEYROCK,

THE HUMANITARIAN DISASTER
INSTITUTE (HDI), OPUS, AND
THE WADE CENTER

p.8

COMMENCEMENT
GRADUATES FROM THE
CLASS OF 2015 HEAD
OUT TO SERVE JESUS
CHRIST AND ADVANCE
HIS KINGDOM

p.6
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2015

ARTIST
SERIES
65TH ANNIVERSARY
SEASON
MAIN EVENTS 7:30 p.m., EDMAN CHAPEL

	Beginning Saturday, September 26, 2015

TO ORDER TICKETS, CALL THE TICKET AND
INFORMATION OFFICE AT 630.752.5010 OR
VISIT ARTISTSERIES.ORG

Dedication

Arena Theater’s
Jim Young Garage

GRADUATE
SCHOOL
FAST FACTS

FULBRIGHT

NEW GRADUATE SCHOOL MISSION
STATEMENT: To form servant
scholars and leaders through
exceptional graduate programs
for Christ and His Kingdom.

GRANTS
AWARDED: TWO
WHEATON STUDENTS
WERE AWARDED
FULBRIGHT ENGLISH
TEACHING ASSISTANT
GRANTS IN 2015:
GRACE PYO ’15 WILL
WORK IN TAIWAN, AND
MORGAN KINSINGER
’15 IN SOUTH KOREA

NEW GRADUATE SCHOOL VISION
STATEMENT: God transforming
the world through scholars and
practitioners rooted in Christ and
equipped for global leadership.
YEAR FOUNDED: 1937
PROGRAMS: 16
AVERAGE AGE: 29
COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN: 20
2014-15 ENROLLMENT: 482

DR. JAMES GORDON
PH.D. ’15 WAS
ANNOUNCED AS THE
2014 WINNER OF THE
PARADOSIS CENTER
DISSERTATION PRIZE,
THE SECOND WHEATON
WINNER SINCE 2011

ARENA THEATER WORKOUT alumni from across the generations gathered with current students in Jenks Hall this
spring to commemorate the opening of the Jim Young Garage, a new space for making and exhibiting theater. The
space takes its name from the late Dr. Jim Young, former
professor of communication and director of theater, a legendary teacher who revolutionized the College’s approach
to theater-making with the creation of Workout during
his 23-year tenure. “It seems noteworthy that our current
Arena students are aware of a faculty member who retired 20 years ago,” Mark Lewis, associate professor of
communication, says. “They can speak of Jim’s truly
unique personality, as well as of his ability to balance passionate theater craft and love for students with a deep
and palpable devotion to his Savior.” A mural featuring a portrait of “Jimma,” as he was often called, painted
by Bradford Johnson ’87, was unveiled in the space in
February. PHOTOGRAPH BY WHITNEY BAUCK ’15 

WHEATON’S PSY.D.
PROGRAM ATTAINED
100 PERCENT
PLACEMENT RATE
FOR PRE-DOCTORAL
INTERNSHIPS IN 2015

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E
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WHEATON’S
CENTERS AND
INSTITUTES

Global research, exclusive resources,
and community enrichment from
world-class students and scholars.
HoneyRock

Outdoor Center for Leadership
Development of Wheaton College
Director: Dr. Rob Ribbe ’87, M.A. ’90,
assistant professor of Christian

HONEYROCK, Wheaton’s Outdoor
Center for Leadership Development,
offers educational opportunities for
both undergraduate and graduate
students in addition to operating as a
full-service camp and retreat center.
Beyond offering classes for Wheaton
students through Wheaton in the
Northwoods, evangelism and leadership training through Summer
Leadership School and graduate
school programs, summer residential
camp opportunities for school-aged
children, and retreats for pastors,
alumni, and more, HoneyRock’s campus is expanding. HoneyRock will
launch the new Vanguard Gap Year
in August 2015, a program for 18- to
20-year-old high school graduates
seeking a formative educational experience prior to enrolling at college.
HoneyRock also recently received
a grant toward building a new
HoneyRock health center and hosted
a research symposium on “Exploring
the Power of Camp” in March 2015.
LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/HONEYROCK

ILLUSTRATION BY HARRY CAMPBELL

formation and ministry

“Our Centers and Institute s serv e as fo cused centers of
e xcellence that foster inquiry, training, and dialo gue on topics
of inter e st to our community.”

-Provost Dr. Stan Jones

OPUS
THE A RTOFWORK

Humanitarian Disaster
Institute (HDI)
 Co-directors: Dr. Jamie Aten, Dr. Arthur P.

The Marion E. Wade Center
of Wheaton College

Opus:
The Art of Work

Interim Director: Marjorie

Director:

Rech and Mrs. Jean May Rech Associate

Lamp Mead ’74, executive editor

Dr. Chris Armstrong

Professor of Psychology, and Dr. David Boan,

of SEVEN: An Anglo-American

Assistant Director:

associate professor of psychology

Literary Review

Ben Norquist

THE HUMANITARIAN DISASTER
INSTITUTE (HDI) is an interdisci-

plinary research center devoted to
addressing relief and development
needs around the globe. HDI sends
both undergraduate and graduate
students to global locations for research and relief efforts ranging from
trauma healing training in Kenya to
community mental health in Japan.
HDI is also involved with teaching
safety skills to refugees in the United
States, developing a church-based
disaster ministry in the Philippines,
and rehabilitating child restaveks in
Haiti with the University of Notre
Dame of Haiti. HDI hosted their third
disaster ministry conference on campus this June. Co-directors Dr. Aten
and Dr. Boan will also release the
Disaster Ministry Handbook through
InterVarsity Press in January 2016.
LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/HDI

THE MARION E. WADE CENTER, celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015,
gathers and publicizes the works of
seven influential British authors. This
year, the Wade Center released The
Pilgrim’s Regress: Wade Annotated
Edition by C. S. Lewis (Eerdmans, October 2014), hosted a reading group on
The Hobbit; provided Advent reflections based on Dorothy Sayers’ work;
hosted its first Fulbright scholar, Dr.
Olga Lukmanova; helped Wheaton’s
Tolkien Society put on a children’s
drama of The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe; and launched a blog at
wadecenterblog.wordpress.com.
The Wade Center’s new Bakke Auditorium will be dedicated on October
29, where Dr. Lyle Dorsett hon, former
Wade Center director, and Dr. Leland
Ryken hon, professor of English
emeritus who is writing a history of
the Wade Center, will speak. The Bakke Auditorium’s Hansen Lectureship
will begin November 12 with an inaugural lecture by President Philip G.
Ryken ’88 on J. R. R. Tolkien and the
concept of kingship.

is a new
initiative within the Vocation and
Alumni Engagement department
intended to facilitate a more robust
understanding of the integration of
faith and work among students and
faculty at Wheaton College. Toward
this end, Opus hosts lectures and
roundtable discussions, has provided grants for professors and students
to attend conferences including the Q
Commons and the Story Conference
in downtown Chicago, and co-sponsored a vocationally oriented BreakAway trip to Chicago in spring 2015.
They also facilitated undergraduate
vocational discernment groups, wrote
curriculum for a new vocation seminar
for students pursuing internships,
supported the 2014-15 Wheaton
Shark Tank competition, developed
a faith and work resource library, and
provided professor fellowships in
disciplines within the sciences, social
sciences, arts, and humanities.

OPUS: THE ART OF WORK

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/OPUS

LEARN MORE AT WHEATON.EDU/WADECENTER

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

9

FA C U LT Y N E W S
V O L U M E 1 8 // I S S U E 3  A U T U M N 2 0 1 5
WHEATO N

10

2014-15
SABBATICAL
NOTES
While they were away...

DR. SHAWN OKPEBHOLO, associate
professor of music, traveled to
Kenya to work with the Rafiki Foundation.
He conducted ethnomusicological research in remote villages, worked with
professional musicians in Nairobi, taught
music to orphans, and began to build the
framework for his newest orchestral
composition.
PROFESSOR MICHAEL STAUFFER, associate professor of communication, worked
with Chicago’s Goodman Theater on
programs that further its goals of using
applied theater in civic engagement.
DR. LEE JOINER, associate professor
of music, traveled to Rhode Island,
South Dakota, Wisconsin, France, and Italy to study early violin and bow making.
Other sabbatical projects included an
ethnographic study of Catholic parishes
in Chicago by Dr. Larycia Hawkins, associate professor of political science, and
plasma research by Dr. Darren Craig, department chair and associate professor
of physics.

DR.
DANIEL I.
BLOCK

Awards and Grants

Evangelical Christian Publishers Association
2015 Christian Book Award Finalists

DR. JENNIFER McNUTT
OF THEOLOGY AND HISTORY
OF CHRISTIANITY,
HAS RECEIVED THE
TRINITY HALL EXCHANGE
FELLOWSHIP AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE FOR THE
2015-16 ACADEMIC
YEAR TO CARRY OUT
RESEARCH AT THE
HUNTINGTON LIBRARY.

DR. KAREN H. JOBES

DR. DANIEL I. BLOCK

DR. DOUGLAS J. MOO

Gerald F. Hawthorne
Professor of New
Testament Greek and
Exegesis: 1, 2 and 3
John: Zondervan Exegetical Commentary
on the New Testament
(Zondervan, 2014)

Gunther H. Knoedler
Professor of Old
Testament: For the
Glory of God:
Recovering a Biblical
Theology of Worship
(Baker Academic, 2014)

Kenneth T. Wessner
Professor of New
Testament: Galatians:
Baker Exegetical
Commentary on the
New Testament
(Baker Academic, 2013)

photo by Greg Halvorsen Schreck

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

2015 External
Grant Recipients
“Religion without Shakespeare: Staging
Faith in Early Modern, Non-Shakespearean
Drama”

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

DR. BRETT FOSTER, associate professor
of English. Awarded by The Council
for Christian Colleges & Universities,
April 2015-16.
“Fluctuation Studies and Support of
Spectroscopic Diagnostics in MST”

DR. DARREN CRAIG, associate pro-

fessor of physics and department
chair. Awarded by the Department of
Energy (sub-award with University
of Wisconsin-Madison), December
2014-December 2015.
“Cux1 and Cell Cycle Regulation in Kidney
Development and Disease”

DR. GREGORY VANDEN HEUVEL, Ruth

Kraft Strohschein Chair and Professor
of Biology. R15 AREA Award Awarded
by the National Institutes of Health
(NIH), August 2014-July 2017.
“City and Camp: Faith-based Vocational
Development Training in Two Modes”

DR. CHRIS ARMSTRONG, director of
Opus: The Art of Work; DR. NOAH TOLY
’99, M.A. ’12, associate professor of
urban studies and politics and international relations, director of urban
studies program; DR. ROB RIBBE ’87, M.A.
’90, director of HoneyRock, assistant
professor of Christian formation and
ministry. Awarded by NetVUE, May
2015-April 2017.
“Monitoring and Evaluation of the Impact
and Value of Faith-based Initiatives to End
Violence in South Sudan”

DR. DAVID BOAN, co-director, Human-

itarian Disaster Institute (HDI), associate professor of psychology;
DR. JAMIE ATEN, founder and co-director of HDI and Dr. Arthur P. Rech
and Mrs. Jean May Rech Associate
Professor of Psychology; DR. JOHN
HAYWARD JR. ’71, associate professor of computer science; DR. PAUL

DR. PHILIP
G. RYKEN ’88,

DR. TAMARA
TOWNSEND,

president.
Why
Everything
Matters: The
Gospel in
Ecclesiastes
(Christian
Focus,
September
2015)

assistant
professor of
Spanish.
Memory and
Identity in the
Narratives
of Soledad
Puértolas:
Constructing
the Past and
the Self
(Lexington
Books,
September
2014)

DR. JOANN
NISHIMOTO
M.A. ’99,
PSY.D. ’02,
director of
clinical training at the
Wheaton College Counseling Center.
Courage for
Lambs: A Psychologist’s
Memoir of
Recovery
from Abuse
and Loss
(Westbow
Press/Thomas
Nelson,
October 2014)

DR. SANDRA
RICHTER,

DR. JERRY
ROOT,

professor
of Old
Testament.
The Epic
of Eden:
Understanding
the Old
Testament
(12-week
video study
by Seedbed
Publishing,
2014)

associate
professor of
evangelism
and leadership
and director of
the Wheaton
Evangelism
Initiative of the
Billy Graham
Center for
Evangelism,
and MARK

NEAL ’00.
The Surprising
Imagination of
C. S. Lewis: An
Introduction
(Abingdon,
2015)

TO DISCOVER MORE WHEATON FACULTY PUBLICATIONS,
VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE

ISIHARA, professor of mathematics.

Awarded by World Relief, January
2015-January 2018.

Center for Global and
Experiential Learning
2014-15 Faculty Global
Research Award Recipients
“History of the Reformation Bible and
French Bible (16th-18th Century)”

DR. JENNIFER McNUTT, associate profes-

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

sor of theology and history of Christianity. May 2015-Spring 2018.
“Prevalence of Soil Transmitted Helminths:
The Possibility of Reforestation as a
Mitigation Tool”

DR. KRISTEN PAGE, professor of biology.

March 2016-August 2016.
“The Most Unreached People: Missionary
Kids: Their Identity, Culture, and Faith”

PROFESSOR JOONHEE PARK, associate
professor of art and communication.
August 2015-August 2016.
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#MYWHEATON

2015 STUDENT PHOTO COMPETITION WINNERS AND
HONORABLE MENTIONS (IN SEQUENCE FROM TOP
CENTER): 1) JONATHAN LAIT ’16 2) KURT ANDRES ’15
3) AMANDA AZADIAN ’15 4) NANCY SWIDER-PELTZ
JR. ’15 5) CALEB MAYER ’18 6) ZACH ERWIN ’17
7) NIKKI RANDALL ’17 8) TEDDY KELLEY ’15
9) RACHEL MARIE THOMAS ’18 10) ESTHER KIM ’15

WANT TO SEE YOUR PHOTO HERE? USE THE
HASHTAG: #MYWHEATON AND YOUR PHOTO
MAY BE PUBLISHED

“Our go al , then , w asn’ t so much to do it ‘right’ as
to lov e the choir w e w er e w orking with ...”

illustration by josh cochran

TO THE SUMMIT
Our journey to the 2015 ACDA Student Conducting
Competition. Jonathan Cramer ’15, semifinalist,
and Margaret Winchell ’15, finalist

AFTER A MONTH of preparation, we
filmed audition videos with Wheaton
College’s Concert Choir in September and were selected as two of nine
semifinalists invited to the American
Choral Directors Association’s student conducting competition out of
over 200 applicants.
In Salt Lake City this February,
our challenge was to improve a collegiate choir’s sound through our interpretation of two pieces during an
eight-minute rehearsal. This requires
not only a clear vision, but instant
trust and rapport with the ensemble.
Our goal, then, wasn’t so much to do
it “right” as to love the choir we were
working with and to show love for the
music through gestures and words—a
goal born of our shared education
at Wheaton.
During the ACDA National Conference, we spent time with Dr. John
Trotter, assistant professor of choral music and director of Wheaton’s
Concert Choir; Dr. Mary Hopper ’73,
professor of choral music and conducting, director of Wheaton’s Women’s
ChoraleandMen’sGleeClub,andACDA
president; Dr. Jerry Blackstone ’74;
Dr. John Nelson ’63; and more.
We are grateful for our classmates
and professors here at Wheaton who
have shaped us as musicians and as
persons, and made it possible for us
to be part of this competition. It’s
cliché, but we would not be who we are
today without them.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHEATON’S
CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC, VISIT
WHEATON.EDU/CONSERVATORY

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E
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When they’re not
clinching titles on campus,
Wheaton’s varsity
athletes are traveling the
globe to serve and build
relationships.

FROM HIGH-SECURITY prisons in the Dominican Republic to the Estadio Hijos

De Mayo en Villeta, Paraguay, Wheaton athletes and coaches who participate
in global travels cite the relationships they build with people they meet and the
strengthening of relationships with one another as highlights of their time abroad.
J. Cesar Gomez, assistant coach of Wheaton’s women’s varsity soccer team,
says that global travels help foster team unity in a way no other experience can.
“We traveled abroad as 23 individuals, and came back as one team,” he says.
“When we came back from Paraguay in 2007, we won 27 straight games.”
After traveling to Paraguay and Brazil in 2007 and 2013 and to Senegal in 2010,
the women’s soccer team plans to visit South Africa in 2016.
Wheaton’s 2015 Football Ministry Partnership Program included trips to Winterton and Capetown in South Africa and Santiago in the Dominican Republic. Players
completed manual labor projects and enjoyed building relationships with locals
through sharing meals and playing against one another in sports tournaments.
“The highlight of the trip for me personally was when we got to play a basketball game

illustration by jacob thomas

Wheaton
Athletes
Worldwide

83.9%
WAS THE THUNDER
MEN’S BASKETBALL

ATHLETIC
THROWBACK

TEAM’S 2014-15 FREE
THROW PERCENTAGE,
SETTING AN NCAA
RECORD FOR FREE
THROW PERCENTAGE
IN A SINGLE SEASON

“THE OPPORTUNITY TO
BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WITH
MANY OF THESE FORGOTTEN
M E N WA S A N E X P E R I E N C E I
WILL NEVER FORGET.”

34
YEARS SINCE THE
THUNDER WRESTLING
TEAM LAST WON THE
CCIW WRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIP: 2015
WAS THE PROGRAM’S
FIRST CONFERENCE
CHAMPIONSHIP WIN

against the inmates at a prison in the Dominican Republic,” Daniel Puknaitis ’16
says. “The opportunity to build relationships with many of these forgotten men
was an experience I will never forget.”
Brittany Smith, head coach of Wheaton’s women’s varsity volleyball team,
will take her team to Israel in August
in hopes they can “be a positive example of Christian women leaders and to
support the women in this area.” 

SINCE 1981

24

LES HABEGGER ‘54
(#41 above) played for
Coach Lee Pfund ’49
from 1952-54, lived
in a house with Bob
’44 and Martha Cole
Baptista ’45, and went
on to serve as assistant coach for the
1979 NBA champion
Seattle SuperSonics.
“I could not have accomplished what I did
if I had not attended
Wheaton,” Les says.
“God enabled me to
do that.”

TOTAL VICTORIES

LES HABEGGER ’54

FOR THE WHEATON

POSITION: GUARD

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM IN 2014-15,

HEIGHT: 5’11”
ORIGINALLY FROM: BERN,

THE SECOND-HIGHEST

INDIANA

SINGLE SEASON TOTAL

DEGREE: B.A. IN PHYSICAL

IN SCHOOL HISTORY

EDUCATION
AWARDS: INDUCTED INTO

TO WATCH THE WHEATON THUNDER

THE INDIANA BASKETBALL

COMPETE LIVE ONLINE, VISIT

HALL OF FAME ON MARCH

HTTP://ATHLETICS.WHEATON.EDU

26, 2014
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UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT PROFILE

Kei ’16 and Kie ’17
Takazawa

NAME: KEI TAKAZAWA
’16 (RIGHT)
MAJOR(S):
PHYSICS AND
APPLIED MATH
EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES:
RESEARCHER
WITH WHEATON’S
HUMANITARIAN
DISASTER INSTITUTE
(HDI) ON THE EFFECTS
OF THE 2011 TSUNAMI
IN JAPAN; COLLEGE
UNION; SHALOM
COMMUNITY

NAME: KIE TAKAZAWA
’17 (LEFT)
MAJOR:
ANTHROPOLOGY
EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES:
JAPANESE BIBLE
STUDY AND PRAYER
GROUP, FORMER BON
APPETIT STAFF
MEMBER
FUN FACT:
BOTH KEI AND KIE
ARE BILINGUAL
IN JAPANESE AND
ENGLISH

KEI TAKAZAWA ’16 (RIGHT) AND KIE TAKAZAWA ’17 (LEFT) were occasionally bullied for their mixed ethnic background during their childhood in Japan.
Raised with an American mother and Japanese father, the two siblings banded
together through a “challenging” move to California in 2010 and, for the past two years,
on Wheaton’s campus.
“Racial problems have always been interesting to me,” Kei says. “The biggest highlight
of Wheaton is that there are a lot of people asking, ‘How can we keep improving?’ I think
that’s a really important attitude to have.”
Through involvement with Wheaton’s Shalom Community, Kei has been able to dialogue
about topics of racial tension and meet “all different kinds of people.”
Kie agrees that the College’s Christ-centered mission and ability to connect with many
different kinds of people are the greatest gifts that come from being a multicultural student at Wheaton.
“Being able to be a part of the diversity in this world is like a taste of heaven,” Kie says.
“I still fight with spiritual, emotional, and physical struggles, but have attained valuable
relationships with people at Wheaton who I know will have my back.” 
BY WHITNEY
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D e spite losing his arms in a childho o d accident ,
Billy G raham Center S cholar Ke smy St . Louis GS ’16 r emains
firmly committe d to serving Christ .
GRADUATE
STUDENT PROFILE

Kesmy St. Louis
GS ’16

NAME: KESMY
ST. LOUIS GS ’16
DEGREE: BILLY
GRAHAM CENTER
SCHOLAR, M.A.
IN CHRISTIAN
FORMATION AND
MINISTRY
HOMETOWN:
LAGRANGE, HAITI

LEARN MORE ABOUT
WHEATON COLLEGE’S
BILLY GRAHAM
CENTER SCHOLARSHIP
AND GRADUATE
SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AT WHEATON.EDU/
GRADSCHOOL

GROWING UP IN a small Haitian village, Kesmy St. Louis GS ’16 recalls a
childhood overshadowed by poverty and fear. One tragic day, Kesmy was seized
by an epileptic attack and fell into a cooking fire, suffering third-degree burns.
Kesmy’s family took him four hours by boat to the nearest hospital, where amputation
was deemed necessary to save his life. When Kesmy awoke from surgery without arms,
he was inconsolable.
Then some Haitian evangelists prayed with Kesmy and told him about Job, a man who
lost everything and wanted to die. But God stayed with him.
“I started praying,” says Kesmy. “I said, ‘I’m going to serve this God.’”
While in the hospital, Kesmy met American missionary Ann Hume. She arranged for
him to receive medical treatment in the United States and taught him to write and dress
with his feet.
Today, Kesmy is working toward a master’s degree in Christian formation and ministry
and plans to pastor an orphanage in Haiti.
“I have six hands helping me,” says Kesmy. “The Holy Spirit, the Son, and the Father.
God has blessed me so much. How little I do for him.”
BY DAWN

photo by GREG HALVORSEN SCHRECK

KOTAPISH ’92
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STAFF
PROFILE

Jim Johnson

NAME: JIM JOHNSON
OCCUPATION:
DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT:
FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT
YEARS: 35
HOMETOWN: MEDORA,
INDIANA
EDUCATION: B.A.
EDUCATION, OLIVET
NAZARENE UNIVERSITY

Discipleship According to Jim Johnson
One staff member’s efforts to cultivate community on campus for the past 35 years
INTERVIEW

I BELIEVE IN leading by serving. My office door is always open, and my staff

knows they can come to me at any time and I will be available. We also have a
15-minute devotional every morning led by different members of the facilities
BARAJAS ’06
management team. I see this as an important start to our employees’ days and
try to actively participate in these devotional times.
Three times each year we meet together as a staff of approximately 100 employees at
our “family meetings,” where we honor birthdays and employment anniversaries. We end
each of these meetings with an opportunity for every employee to share “something good”
they have seen over the past few months.
I have also met with student prayer partners over the years. We share what is going on
in our lives and pray for each other. Being open and honest with these students and truly caring about their successes and needs has helped me both disciple and be discipled.
I am not in charge; God is. I have always seen my role here as both a service and a calling. 
BY ALANNA

PROFILE PHOTOS BY GREG HALVORSEN SCHRECK

FOXWELL-

“One of my fav orite p ar ts of doing r e se ar ch
at Wheaton is that I get to mentor students .”
FACULTY
PROFILE

Dr. Nathaniel Thom

NAME:
DR. NATHANIEL THOM
OCCUPATION:
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT: APPLIED
HEALTH SCIENCE
YEARS: 2
EDUCATION:
POSTDOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIP IN
OPERATIONAL
NEUROSCIENCE AT
THE NAVAL HEALTH
RESEARCH CENTER –
SAN DIEGO; M.S. AND
PH.D. IN EXERCISE
SCIENCE FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF
GEORGIA; B.S. IN
BIOLOGY FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN-MADISON

How to Thrive Under Stress
What allows some people to thrive in stressful situations?
1) BREATHE. I’ve found in my research that Navy SEALs who can control their breathing
perform more optimally during immersive real-life training scenarios. Through a complex
neurobiological interaction between brain and body, breathing allows you to slow down
and analyze the situation. Taking a breath allows you to shift your focus away from the
stressor and evaluate how you’re doing.
2) ANALYZE. There are two things worth analyzing when under duress: How you feel
and what is going on around you. How you feel may seem like a simple thing, but you actually have a very complex yet elegant sixth sense, called interoception, that integrates
information about your bodily state and feeds it forward to your brain. We’ve discovered
that Marines are very good at using this sixth sense, and perhaps more importantly, you
can train yourself to get better at interoception.
3) ACT. Last but not least, act. Actions produce results and results can be further analyzed and acted on. An active response to stressors is associated with improved behavioral
health, especially when you conceptualize your “mistakes” as opportunities for growth.
In that way, analysis paralysis can be avoided.

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E
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MAKE THE PAST YOUR PRESENT

COME BACK TO WHEATON FOR
A FLEXIBLE MASTER’S DEGREE!

PROGRAMS INCLUDE
• Biblical Studies
• Evangelism and Leadership

Keep your job and earn a degree with class

• Intercultural Studies

schedules designed to fit you. Whether you are

• Missional Church Movements

working in a church, corporate, or professional

• Outdoor & Adventure Leadership

setting, these flexible degree programs will help

• TESOL

advance your career and enhance your service for
Christ and His Kingdom.

wheaton.edu/flexibleMA
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WHY IT’S WORTH IT
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INTERVIEWS BY ADRIANNA WRIGHT ’01
AND WHITNEY BAUCK ’15

Regularly witnessing the worst
of humanity can exact a significant psychological toll. As the head of
psychological services for the Houston
Police Department (HPD), Dr. Stephen
Tate M.A. ’00, Psy.D. ’02 and his staff
are modeling a way to care for officers
struggling to maintain mental health.
In 2005, Dr. Tate was hired as a staff
psychologist to provide mental health
counseling for HPD cadets, officers,
and their families. Ten years later,
he now oversees the division and remains committed to providing a level of care—at no charge to the police,
civilians, or their families—usually reserved for private practice.
“I have the opportunity to work
with people who are facing some of
the most dire situations of their lives,”
Dr. Tate says. “Not everyone is cut out
for this, but God doesn’t call us to a
cookie-cutter life.”

Growing a Great Society:
Raymond Joseph ’60
Whether
it’s against
human rights
abuses or destruction of the
land, Haitian-born
Raymond Joseph
’60 is a fighter. A
few years after
dictator Francois “Papa Doc”
Duvalier came to

THEOLOGY FROM A
FEMALE PERSPECTIVE:
DR. AMY HUGHES
MA ’08, PH.D. ’13

power in Haiti, Joseph led the opposition against
him among the
Haitian diaspora in New York
City. Aware of the
power of the media, he started a
radio broadcast to
expose Duvalier’s
brutality and also

founded a newspaper, the Haiti
Observateur, with
his brother.
After a successful career at the
Wall Street Journal and then as a
diplomat and ambassador, Joseph
decided to run
for president in
Haiti following the
2010 earthquake,
a story chronicled
in Joseph’s new
book, For Whom
the Dogs Spy: Haiti: From the Duvalier Dictatorships
to the Earthquake,
Four Presidents,
and Beyond (Arcade Publishing,
2015).
As founder of
the nonprofit A
Dollar A Tree For
Haiti, Inc., Joseph
is now working on
the vital issue of
reforestation.

As the first female theologian to graduate from Wheaton’s Ph.D. program, Dr. Amy Hughes
M.A.’08, Ph.D. ’13, is one of the few
evangelical scholars to focus on women’s contributions to the development
of early Christian theology. Her book,
Christian Women in the Patristic World:
Influence, Authority and Legacy (Baker
Academic, 2015), co-authored with Dr.
Lynn Cohick, professor of New Testament, will be available later this year.
“While focusing on women and other
minority voices in early Christianity is

Photo by Greg Halvorsen Schreck

Behind the
Line of Duty:
Dr. Stephen Tate
M.A. ’00, Psy.D. ’02
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EVERYTHING
OLD IS NEW AGAIN:
DR. MARK DAVID
HALL ’88 AND
DR. JOSEPH CLAIR ’02

COLOR ILLUSTRATIONS BY CAJSA HOLGERSSON;
BLACK & WHITE ILLUSTRATIONS BY ARTHUR MOUNT

As William Penn envisioned the
colony of Pennsylvania as the
place where Christianity would infuse
the social and political life of its members, so Dr. Mark David Hall ’88, Herbert
Hoover Distinguished Professor of Politics at George Fox University, wanted
to create a “transformational learning
community” where small groups of students led by Christian faculty could engage with the great ideas of history and
thereby develop intellectual and moral
virtues that would shape their lives.
Dr. Hall’s desire led to the development of the William Penn Honors
Program, an alternative general education track that offers undergraduates the chance to read and discuss
nearly 140 great books, from Athens
and Jerusalem through the medieval
ages into the 20th century. The program launched with 40 students in fall
2014 under the direction of Dr. Joseph

central to my work, it is also something
that I believe is core to the Christian
tradition no matter what time period,” Dr. Hughes explains. “A deep
reading of ancient sources can yield
much-needed theological reflection on
current issues of global justice. Making
these connections delights me and also
fills me with a sense of solemn determination to see Christ at work, both in my
scholarship and in the world.”
Dr. Hughes will commence her teaching career as assistant professor of theology at Gordon College this fall.
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“I believe that to be truly
educated, one must engage in a
broad liberal arts education with a
Christian vision of the good life.”
Clair ’02, who was recruited by Dr. Hall
to oversee the program.
“I believe that to be truly educated,” explains Dr. Clair, “one must engage in a broad liberal arts education
with a Christian vision of the good life,
in which human flourishing develops
out of a love for God and neighbor.”
Both Dr. Hall and Dr. Clair credit
their Wheaton education as “foun-

dational” to their current work, especially the “notoriously back-breaking”
yearlong history of philosophy course
with Dr. Art Holmes ’50, where they encountered the great texts of Western
philosophy. What might it look like to
take this approach with important texts
from other disciplines?, they wondered.
Students in the new William Penn
Honors Program can let you know.

If By Sea:
Brian Blackburn
M.A. ’06
1989 was a revolutionary time in the life of Brian Blackburn
M.A. ’06.
That year Brian went to Jamaica on a mission trip with Mercy
Ships, a Christian nonprofit that provides free healthcare for people where medical care is nearly nonexistent.
“It was my first time out of the United States, and we were doing
hurricane relief. I saw poverty like never before. When I returned
home, I knew that I had a responsibility to use what God had given me—skills, stuff, money, time—in a way that would honor and
glorify him,” Brian explains.
After college, Brian returned to Mercy Ships, where he taught
in the hospital ship’s elementary school for eight years and then
served as the principal for two. In 2006, Brian accepted a position
as the Chief Administrator of Mercy Ships Academy.
Brian’s enthusiasm for following God is contagious: “Get out
there and serve God wherever that may take you. Don’t let money
be something that holds you back! I have not had a ‘paying’ job in
the last 20 years and God has supplied all my needs much better than I could have ever done. Get out there and follow Christ!”
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TRANSFORMATIVE
COMMUNITY:
REV. ANDERS
LITZELL ’03
Though
Rev. Anders
Litzell ’03 tends to
draw on ancient
Christian traditions to describe
his vocation, his
current role as
Prior of the Community of St. Anselm at Lambeth
Palace is one that
involves “creating
something from
scratch at breakneck pace.”
Ordained in the

PAACS Men:
Dr. Bruce
MacFadyen ’64,
Dr. Steve Weber
’83, and
Dr. William
Wood ’62

The Pan-African Academy of Christian
Surgeons (PAACS) was founded in
1997 as a commission of the Christian Medical and Dental Association. It is supported by a fleet of physicians—including three
Wheaton alumni—committed to providing
top-notch surgical training and Christian
discipleship for indigenous physicians
in Africa.
Dr. Bruce MacFadyen ’64, who served
as a professor of surgery at the University of Texas Medical School in Houston for
30 years and has been involved in medical
missions since 1976, has been on PAACS’s
board since its inception.
“Our goal is to train 100 residents by
2020, and we are on target to do so,” Dr.
MacFadyen says, “but we need a lot of physicians from all areas to come teach.”
One physician who responded to PAACS’s
call is Dr. Steve Weber ’83, a general sur-

Church of England since 2012
and appointed
Prior by the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby
in November
2014, Rev. Litzell
is developing a
year of formation
through prayer,
study, shared life,
and service to
the poor for the
Community
set to launch in
September. The
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Community will
be composed of
people ages 20 to
35 from all over
the world, and
any Christian
church, who want
intentionally to
pursue likeness of
Christ. Embedded
in the 21st century
but drawing on
the inheritance
of the monastic
innovators Ss.
Benedict,
Francis and Ignatius, the Community’s goal, Rev.
Anders says, is
“to live transformative lives in all
spheres of human
activity.”

geon in Decatur, Ill., who has traveled regularly to Africa over the last seven years to
teach PAACS residents.
“In Africa, there are very limited options if
you want to be a surgeon,” Dr. Weber says.
“PAACS offers a five-year, fully funded
residency to doctors who likely otherwise
couldn’t afford such training.”
Dr. William Wood ’62 also found himself
compelled by PAACS’s strategic approach,
and after an illustrious career as the chief of
surgical oncology at Massachusetts General Hospital and chair of the Department of
Surgery at Emory, he accepted a position
as the first academic dean of the PAACS
program in August 2011.
“In evaluating and raising the academic
level of the program, my role is a rather minor one,” Dr. Wood says. “All the labor and
hard work is done by the mission doctors
committed to teaching the residents.”
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Pursuing Shalom
in Greece:
Dr. Myrto
Theocharous
M.A. ’07
In the land where Paul once
traveled, Dr. Myrto Theocharous M.A. ’07, professor of theology and biblical studies at Greek
Bible College in Athens, educates
future Christian leaders at the only
accredited evangelical institution
in Greece.
Yet Dr. Theocharous does not
confine her work to biblical education. She has also worked to rescue
women subjected to sex trafficking
or prostitution with New Life Ministries and recently produced a
documentary on human trafficking in Greece.
“A fundamental aspect of the Old
Testament is its profound respect
for human life and its forward vision toward a world of shalom,” Dr.
Theocharous says. “This animates
all kinds of thought and action in
anyone who is grafted into this vision, and it is the driving force behind my involvement with anti-trafficking work.”

A Healing Melody:
Dr. Beth A. Bauer ’94
Tell Dr.
Beth A.
Bauer ’94 something can’t be
done, then see
what happens.
An instructor
and academic
adviser for the
pedagogy degree
program and
music internships
at Wheaton’s
Conservatory of
Music, Beth is
also the founder of Beethoven’s
Buddies, a unique
music program

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

for students with
special needs at
Wheaton’s Community School of
the Arts.
Beth’s philosophy is simple:
“When somebody told me
that you could
not successfully teach persons
with disabilities, I
wanted to prove
them wrong. Never take ‘no’ for an
answer.”
Since 2003,
nearly 100 stu-

dents with Down
syndrome, autism,
cerebral palsy or
other disabilities
have received private piano lessons
or participated
in a hand chimes
ensemble through
this creative program. Several of
Beth’s students
have competed in
music competitions and received
perfect scores.
Beth’s work has
been featured in
the Chicago Tribune, NBC Nightly
News, Indiana
University Alumni
Magazine, and
the Daily Herald,
among others.
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Public Education
Advocate:
Ben Cairns ’00

THE MARKETING
STRATEGIST:
JUSTIN
NANFELT ’09
Justin Nanfelt ’09 was
named to Forbes’
“30 Under 30”
list in 2015 for
his work as a marketing insights
strategist for
PMK•BNC, a strategic marketing
and communications firm specializing in popular
culture and entertainment that
helps clients stay
on the cutting
edge of a quickly
evolving marketplace. Justin’s
own contributions
toward this end
have included
projects like the
Genworth R70
age simulation
suit, designed
to help Fortune
500 client Gen-

worth Financial
raise awareness
about the need
for long-term care
planning through
simulating the ailments of aging.
Justin’s creativity also finds
expression in the
graffiti art side
business, 214
Graffiti, that he
started with his
former roommate. He has sold
over 150 paintings, including
commissions

by ABC Family, Verizon Wireless, and Warner
Bros. Records Inc.
Justin’s means
of making a living
aren’t the only
things that make
him unique, however. “I strive to
live with integrity
in the workplace,”
he says. “The
entertainment
industry is extremely fastpaced and competitive, so it sets
you apart.”

“The entertainment
industry is extremely
fast-paced and
competitive, so integrity
sets you apart.”

Whether it’s coaching teachers,
helping students, or talking with
parents and community leaders, Ben
Cairns ’00 feels called to live out his faith
pursuing social justice through public
education.
While in Uganda for three years teaching and helping people adapt indigenous
peace practices to a schoolhouse setting
with the Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC), Ben learned about restorative
justice, which emphasizes restoration
over punishment. Ben chose to enact this
vision at North High School in Denver,
Colo., where he served as restorative justice coordinator and dean for five years.
Ben then served as the assistant principal
at Cole Arts and Science Academy for
two years before he was drawn to the
Denver School of Science and Technology (DSST) network for their emphasis on
reducing educational inequity.
In the fall of 2014, Ben was appointed
as school director of Cole High School,
which opened with 145 ninth graders and
plans to build out a full high school of
500+ students over the next four years.
“Trying each day to help lead a school
that is truly transformative in a community is a small step in the direction of participating in the world God intends for all
of us,” Ben says.

Necessity and Invention: Jon Alexander ’95
When Jon Alexander ’95 decided to take a new job
involving a downtown commute, his four-year-old
daughter Kalley was not pleased. So she designed a machine
that could help her dad stay home.
“While building the machine Kalley drew was a no-go for
several reasons—as you might imagine—we loved the heart
behind her drawing,” Jon says. “We decided it could make
a great interactive story that we could build together and
sell as an app.”

In 2014, Jon and his family launched an app development
company called RocketWagon and released “Kalley’s Machine Plus Cats” as an iPad app available in the Apple App
Store. Jon’s other daughter, Corbett, created the cats.
“RocketWagon is about making the stories we need to
hear and the games we need to play,” Jon says. “It’s also a
response to things God is showing us about family and discipleship.”
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Love Out Loud:
Megan McClain Kwacz ’00
At the heart of Megan McClain Kwacz ’00’s engagement with Peace of the City (POTC), an inner-city
ministry to at-risk youth in Buffalo, New York, is an understanding of “incarnational ministry” that means being
fully available and present in the lives of the youth she works
with—whether that entails waiting with them in an AIDS
clinic or bringing groceries to the homes of children raised
by parents battling addiction.
“Creator God creates us all in love, to be love to each other,”
Megan says.
After 14 years at POTC, Megan says she’s done just about
every job in the organization. Currently serving as program
director and creative arts director, Megan’s involvement
includes everything from fundraising and strategic planning to teaching yoga and jewelry design. A graduate of
Wheaton’s Workout theater ensemble, Megan also helped
initiate “Shakespeare comes to (716),” one of POTC’s bestloved programs.

PIONEERING MENTAL
HEALTH CARE DELIVERY:
DR. NEFTALI SERRANO PSY.D. ’98
A quiet
revolution
is happening in
the way people
obtain mental
health care, and
Dr. Neftali Serrano
Psy.D. ’98 is one
of the pioneers
behind it. Dr. Neftali practices what
is known as the

Behavioral Health
Consultant (BHC)
model, an integrated approach
that creates access to mental
health services for
a much larger set
of the population,
especially those
in underserved
communities.
“For a very
long time mental
health service
delivery has been
thought of as
occurring in 50-

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

minute visits with
a psychotherapist or psychiatrist
over a predetermined period of
time,” Dr. Neftali
says. “What I
started doing 14
years ago was experimenting with
working alongside
primary care providers and seeing
their patients in
their exam rooms.
I am a part of the
first generation
of mental health

professionals
working in primary care, and as
such, most people don’t know
much about us,
but I suspect that
they soon will.”
Dr. Neftali
currently serves
as the Chief Behavioral Health
Officer at the
Access Community Health
Centers, Madison, Wisconsin,
and has recently published an
e-book entitled
The Implementer’s
Guide To Primary
Care Behavioral
Health, available
on iTunes.
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Sarah
Pulliam
Bailey ’08 wants
to refresh news
media in compelling ways during
her career as a
religion reporter
and editor.
The seed for
Sarah’s journalistic career was
planted at Wheaton, and she cites
her time at The
Wheaton Record
as “the best thing

that ever happened to me.”
Besides launching her career in
journalism, The
Wheaton Record
is also where Sarah met her husband, Jason Bailey ’07, who now
works for ESPN.
After graduation, she served
at Christianity Today and Religion
News Service
before taking her
current position
as editor of the
“Acts of Faith”
section at the
Washington Post.
“I try to practice
the ‘Golden Rule’
in every story I do,
so I try to report
on every faith the
way I would want
my own faith to
be reported on,”
she notes.

Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication
and the Association of Schools of
Journalism and
Mass Communications. In a professional career
spanning nearly
40 years, he has
earned a reputa-

tion for hiring outstanding professionals from elite
media, recruiting
exceptionally
talented students,
and attracting
private donations
for the universities
fortunate enough
to have him on
faculty.

The Social-Savvy
Journalist:
Sarah Pulliam
Bailey ’08

A Creative Mender:
Toby Meisenheimer ’96
When Toby Meisenheimer ’96 first imagined Tru-Colour
Bandages, he simply wanted to solve a problem. An
adoptive father of children of color, he noticed there was no
such thing as skin-tone bandages for non-Caucasians. “If we
were all created differently, why do all bandage companies
think we’re the same?” Toby asked.
Thus, TruColourBandages.com was born, a company that
creates bandages to match a variety of skin tones. “Embedded
in our message is the idea of a Creator who took the time to
make us all in his image and made us very diverse,” Toby says.

PROFESSOR OF THE
WRITTEN WORD:
DR. WILL
NORTON JR. ’63

He has
been a
visiting lecturer
at Addis Ababa
University in Ethiopia and at Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University
in South Africa.
He has served as
president of the
Association for
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WHEATON EDUCATION
AT WHEATON.EDU/
WHYWHEATON

“I try to practice the ‘Golden Rule’
in every story I do, so I try to
report on every faith the way
I would want my own faith to be
reported on.”

Yet Dr. Will
Norton Jr. ’63,
currently serving
as the founding
dean of the
Meek School of
Journalism and
New Media at
the University
of Mississippi,
is a remarkably
humble man.

“As Dr. Clyde
Kilby hon often
said, God surprises all the time,”
Dr. Norton Jr.
says. “Indeed,
I am surprised
and in awe that
He cares for me
and has worked
through me.
When students

and faculty come
to me with challenges, I may
say a few words,
but many, many
times, the other person hears
more than I say.
The Spirit of God
communicates
the way—both the
truth and the life.”
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THE REVERSE TITHER:
GRAHAM SMITH ’12
For Graham Smith ’12, challenging the status quo when
it comes to money management is
a way of life. A private banking analyst for Credit Suisse Latin America,
Graham’s job involves helping the
multinational company develop equity and foreign currency strategies.
But perhaps more interesting is what
he chooses to do with his own finances: reverse tithing, or, giving away 90
percent of his paycheck every month.
“I was deeply impacted by a Wheaton alumni venture capitalist who
demonstrated that investing in people is what lasts forever,” Graham says.
In pursuit of this goal, Graham and
his wife, April, choose to live below
their means. They also host discussions with coworkers on generosity
and plan to start a nonprofit restaurant that will employ formerly imprisoned or homeless people and fund
social enterprises.
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to CHRIST

Commencement speaker Bob Fu provides
strong encouragement to the class of 2015
by tracing his faith journey from conversion
to imprisonment to his work supporting
the persecuted church in China today.
by Bob Fu, founder of China Aid and author of God’s Double Agent (Baker Books, 2013)

hon, professor of English emeritus at
Wheaton, was the first to invite Heidi
and I to visit the U.S. Unfortunately, for
the last 18 years, I have not been able
to return to China, and that has been
really hard.
Q: What words of encouragement
do you have for the class of 2015?

Q: Describe your faith background
and upbringing in China.
I was born in the middle of the chaos
during the Cultural Revolution. Like
me, a billion other Chinese simply did
not know the Christian gospel. The
few churches in our province were
shut down in the 1960s and 70s, and
we were indoctrinated with socialism and Marxist-Leninist ideology.
We were told quite plainly, “There is
no god,” and forced to sing a socialist anthem, which states, “There is no
savior except the Communist Party.”
We believed that.
Q: At what point in your life did you
turn to follow Christ?
During my sophomore year of college
at Liaocheng University, I participated
in the student-led democracy movement that became known as the Tiananmen Square Massacre. It was a
million people strong in the center of
Beijing with hope placed in something
called “democracy.” But, at the cruel
hands of martial law, the movement
was crushed, and many lost their lives.
I returned to campus that fall and was
criticized for my role in the movement.
Some of my best friends betrayed
me. My academic future was dead. I
fell into a deep depression, wanting
to take revenge on others and even
take my own life. But the Lord had
other plans. He sent a small team of
Christians from the United States to
be teachers on our campus. One of
them was a Wheaton College Graduate School student, Brent Hoover
M.A. ’94, with his wife, Julie, who was
also our English teacher. One night in
my dorm, I began reading a book they
had shared with my roommate. I was

up all night, and these words penetrated my heart like a light beam shining into a dark room: “If anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has gone, the new has come.” Those
words rocked my world. The next day,
I went and told Brent, “I have seen the
light.” Soon I was helping reach out to
my classmates. My new life began and
everything changed. But I had no idea
the opportunities and challenges that
awaited me.
Q: How did you end up in prison?
After I graduated, my very first job
was teaching English to Communist
Party officials at the Communist Party Training Academy in Beijing during
the day, and by night I was ministering at our underground church, even
printing Bibles and starting a seminary. One day after teaching my class
in 1996, I headed home, and the police
were waiting for me. It wasn’t the first
time, but this time they arrested my
wife Heidi and me and took us to prison, where they interrogated and swore
at us both. For two months this went
on, and we had no idea when it would
ever end. It was then the words of Jesus
challenged me like never before: “Love
your enemies. Do good to those who
hate you” (Luke 6:27, niv). The words
of Paul brought great endurance to us:
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer” (Rom. 12:12, niv).
When we were released from prison,
we were put under house arrest. A few
months later, with the real possibility
of a forced abortion, my pregnant wife,
Heidi, and I made plans to do whatever we could to save our son’s life. We
had some hard months as refugees in
Hong Kong and eventually came to the
United States. Dr. Wayne Martindale
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No other generation has the head
start in life that you have today. Do
not waste it. Be faithful.
Be present. Be salt and light. Realize
that you have been given these things
for a higher purpose.
Learn to give back. The world is waiting with outstretched hands. What will
you place into those hands? Your freedom, prosperity, and knowledge of
the gospel have uniquely positioned
you to carry out a faithful presence in
this world that will make a difference
in ways you can never imagine. As you
graduate you have no guarantee of
what kind of reception the world will
give you. But you can guarantee what
kind of response you will give the world.
The lessons that you have learned
while at Wheaton will have a real
chance to bear fruit. And that is what
Jesus wants—disciples that bear fruit
in a fallen world. In Jesus Christ, we are
more than conquerors. Amen.
BOB FU is founder and president of China
Aid, a Christian international human rights
organization that promotes religious freedom and rule of law in China by exposing
human rights abuse, encouraging those
abused, and equipping community and religious leaders in China, and is the author of
God’s Double Agent (Baker Books, 2013). Fu
graduated from the School of International
Relations at the People’s (Renmin) University
in Beijing, received a master of arts in religion from Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, and was awarded an
honorary doctorate degree on Global Christian Leadership from Midwest University,
where he has served as a distinguished
professor on religion and public policy. He
is currently a Ph.D. candidate at Durham
University, U.K.
THIS ARTICLE IS AN ADAPTATION OF THE 2015
KEYNOTE ADDRESS DELIVERED AT WHEATON’S
GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES, MAY 9-10, 2015. TO WATCH
BOB FU’S FULL ADDRESS, VISIT WHEATON.EDU/
MAGAZINE
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JIM HEIMBACH '78 “VIKING CRADLE” 2014, WOODWORKING.

P HO T O BY AYA B R A C K E T T
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For potential Wheaton
College students and
their parents, this is often
the question. Given the
rising cost of college
tuition, we wanted to
explore the benefits of
investing in a Wheaton
education. We found that
experiencing Wheaton’s
educationally rigorous
Christian community helps
students establish a strong
practical, moral, and spiritual
foundation. Read on for
more reasons why Wheaton
alumni, faculty, and parents
believe Wheaton is worth the
investment.

TO INVEST or NOT TO INVEST?

ILLUSTRATIONS by DAN MATUTINA

99%

OF WHEATON ALUMNI
DO NOT DEFAULT
ON THEIR LOANS
(THE NATIONAL
DEFAULT RATE IS 14%)

Q:

WHEATON ALUMNI
NATIONWIDE HAVE AN

What is the impact of student debt on
young adults today, and how can we as Christians
be responsible stewards of our financial resources
when we have taken on student loan debt?

85 PERCENT AVERAGE
PAYBACK RATE, WHILE
THE NATIONAL AVERAGE IS 15 PERCENT

$33,000

A:

NATIONAL STUDENT

ryan trout ’07,
senior director of client service,
loan repayment assistance program (lrap)
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA
Chances are you’ve heard that student debt will cause

the next economic downward spiral. The story goes like
this: Students and their parents take out excessive loans
for a private and/or Christian liberal arts degree that costs
more than it’s worth in the marketplace. These graduates
then struggle to start their post-baccalaureate lives (career,
marriage, children, etc.).
Instead of continuing this gloomy narrative, I’d like to provide a perspective that’s less fun for the media to tell, yet
much more true for members of the Wheaton family: Going
into debt for a degree from Wheaton College enables graduates to make a strong economic and Kingdom impact and
is ultimately well worth the investment.
For as long as I can remember, I have had a family member
attending Wheaton College. The College has always had a
special place in my heart, but when it came time for me to
enroll, I couldn’t afford it. So I borrowed, my parents borrowed, and they even dipped into their retirement for me
to attend Wheaton. I knew I could have listened to the media telling me to save money and enroll at another college
for less, but I knew Wheaton was the right choice for me.
Since graduating, I’ve become even more passionate
about higher education. After serving as director of admissions at a Christian liberal arts college, I now work for
a foundation that provides students in need with additional resources to help repay educational debt. Choosing the
“right” college is a very important decision, and I’d like to
see more students choosing the best, not just the cheapest,
option—even if it means borrowing.
My testimony is that, at Wheaton, I received a valuable
education, made lifelong friends and accountability partners, found mentors, and met and eventually married a phenomenal woman, Laura Jahns Trout ’07. My walk with God
is better now than ever before, and in a time when many

LOAN DEBT AVERAGE

$25,939

20-something Christians are leaving
the church, my involvement is growing.
Financially, with a modest household
income, I paid off my loans ahead of
schedule, give to the local church, and
am proud to be a Wheaton Associate.
Healthy stewardship is not measured by how much debt we have,
but by what we do with God’s money.
I sympathize with graduates who are
truly struggling, and my advice is to
give back to Wheaton now while living sacrificially and well below your
means, at least for a little while. In
time, you will not regret being faithful
and generous.
For me, taking on student loans to
attend Wheaton College is one of the
best decisions I’ve ever made. My four
years at Wheaton impacted my job, relationships, and everything else in my
life. My degree has provided me with
a quality Christian liberal arts education with practical, moral, and spiritual
value that’s hard to put a price tag on.

AVERAGE WHEATON
STUDENT LOAN DEBT

Q:
57 PERCENT OF
WHEATON STUDENTS
ASSUME DEBT;
NATIONALLY, THE
NUMBER IS JUST
OVER 70 PERCENT

SOURCE: WHEATON COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID AND
OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL
RESEARCH AT WHEATON
COLLEGE, APRIL 2015
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What are the biblical and
theological implications regarding
debt and financial stewardship,
and how can educational loans help
character formation?

A:
Dr. Richard Schultz,
Blanchard Professor of Old Testament
“Two things I ask of you, Lord; do

not refuse me before I die:
Keep falsehood and lies far from
me; give me neither poverty nor
riches, but give me only my daily
bread.
Otherwise, I may have too much and
disown you and say,
‘Who is the Lord?’
Or I may become poor and steal, and
so dishonor the name of my God.”
In Proverbs 30:7–9 (niv, above),
Agur is praying for what we might
call a “middle class” status. The book
of Proverbs positively assesses both
wealth—if gained honestly—and poverty—if it is not the result of laziness
and foolish decisions.
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HOW THE TYPICAL
FAMILY PAYS FOR
COLLEGE 2014:
A V E R A G E P E R C E N T O F T O T A L C O ST P A I D F R O M E A C H S O U R C E

According to Proverbs, the wealthy are to be good stewards of the material blessings that God has entrusted to
them, while the poor are confirmed as the objects of his special care and concern (Prov. 14:31, 22:9, 28:27). Throughout
its history, Wheaton College alumni have made a Wheaton
education affordable for thousands of students through
their generous endowment of scholarships and loans; in the
words of the sage they thereby “lend money to the Lord”
(19:17). Most Wheaton students are unable to afford Wheaton without relying on such supplementary sources of financing, including student loans.
A biblical passage that addresses financial debt is Romans
13:7–8: “Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes,
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect;
if honor, then honor. Let no debt remain outstanding, except
the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves
others has fulfilled the law.” This text, however, instructs
Christians to repay their debts rather than refusing or defaulting; it does not warn them against incurring debts in
the first place.
This is where Agur’s prayer is helpful. Agur is keenly
aware of the temptations that can accompany affluence
(e.g., self-indulgence and self-reliance) and poverty (e.g.,
dishonesty and thievery)—behaviors that are dishonoring
to God. Accordingly, Agur prays that he might receive from
God just enough to get by, thereby learning God-reliance, an
appropriate reliance on others, and a sincere appreciation
for their faithful provision. Similarly, Wheaton students can
experience the same reliance and express the same gratitude (for example, through Wheaton’s annual “Tuition Freedom Day”), that marked Paul in his ministry for Christ (see
2 Cor. 9:12–15 and Phil. 4:10–20). Students can also practice
a degree of diligence, self-denial, and careful financial stewardship both while at Wheaton and while working to pay off
student debts that can benefit them throughout their lives
(see Prov. 16:26; 21:5, 17; 28:19–20).

4%

7%

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

PARENT BORROWING

FISKE GUIDE TO COLLEGES
NAMED WHEATON COLLEGE
TO ITS LIST OF 22 PRIVATE
BEST BUY COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES, BASED ON
QUALITY OF ACADEMIC
OFFERINGS IN RELATION TO
THE COST OF ATTENDANCE.

IN THE
RANKINGS:
FORBES
RANKED WHEATON
13TH IN THE TOP
25 BEST MIDWEST
COLLEGES AND
INCLUDED WHEATON
IN ITS 2014 LIST OF
TOP 100 RETURN ON
INVESTMENT (ROI)
COLLEGES.

KIPLINGER’S
RATED WHEATON
26TH FOR BEST VALUES
IN LIBERAL ARTS
COLLEGES 2014-15.

KIPLINGER’S

worked at Wheaton College increased and matured our faith in
Jesus Christ. The journey for our sons,
as young black men, was not easy, but
it was a part of God’s molding them
into his image and preparing them for
service in his kingdom. We have seen
the love of God manifested in ways we
never dreamed possible. The opportunities for spiritual and academic
growth and service for our sons have
been exponential. Both of our sons
have graduated and are in the field
they believe their Wheaton education
prepared them to step into with a high
level of skill and confidence, yet with a
growing understanding of their need
for continued lifelong learning.

RANKINGS MEASURE
ACADEMIC QUALITY
AND AFFORDABILITY,

Q:

WITH QUALITY
TWO-THIRDS OF

How, financially, was it possible for your children to
attend Wheaton, and why was the financial investment
in a Wheaton education “worth it” for you as a family?

THE TOTAL.
WHEATON ALSO
MADE KIPLINGER’S
2015 LIST OF 25 BEST

A:
MAURICE AND JULIA HENDERSON
(SONS JULIAN ’14 AND MAURICE ’12)
We paid for Wheaton through scholarships, family support,

and student income.
The nine years our sons lived, studied, and

A:

ACCOUNTING FOR

COLLEGE VALUES
IN THE MIDWEST,
RANKING 7TH IN
THE LIBERAL ARTS
COLLEGE CATEGORY.

John ’89 and Lisa Biedebach
(son Jacob ’17)
We started off saving in a 529 plan

and made some other investments,
and we were able to save enough to pay
for the first year. I took on a second job,
and we have borrowed some as well.
As an alumnus, I had a natural affinity to Wheaton. My wife also attended a small Christian college and
we both wanted that kind of experience for our kids. The “Wheaton experience,” which encompasses not

*Information
courtesy SallieMae’s National
Study of College
Students and
Parents conducted
by Ipsos Public
Affairs, 2014

12%

15%

30%

31%

STUDENT INCOME AND SAVINGS

STUDENT BORROWING

PARENT INCOME AND SAVINGS

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

only classes, but also dorm life, HoneyRock, and extracurricular activities, enables students to think critically and develop into people capable
of leading the church and the world
through the challenges that are here
today and coming in the future. We
want our kids to help build Christ’s
kingdom here on earth through participation in business, ministry, government, and family. Wheaton is not
the only college training students for
that, but when you compare the facilities, faculty, academic rigor, quality
of the student body, and cost versus
other high-caliber schools, Wheaton
is the obvious choice.

IN THE
RANKINGS:
MONEY MAGAZINE
WHEATON IS 101
OUT OF 665 SELECTED
COLLEGES LISTED IN

MONEY MAGAZINE’S
BEST COLLEGES FOR
YOUR MONEY 2014.
WHEATON IS ALSO
INCLUDED IN MONEY’S
LIST OF 25 BEST
LIBERAL ARTS
COLLEGES.

A:

provided in practical and unexpected ways. Our children
have applied for and received scholarships and grants, we
have taken advantage of all of the loans offered through
Wheaton’s financial aid package, and we have taken out personal loans through our bank and credit union. Our children
have used their own savings, we’ve used our savings, and two
of our children have been able to graduate early, in part due
to credit earned from Advanced Placement courses taken
in high school. Thankfully, God has also surprised us with
help from unexpected sources, including gifts to our children from family.
The financial investment to allow our kids to have a Wheaton education has definitely been worth it. We’ve seen significant spiritual, mental, and emotional growth in our children
who have attended Wheaton. J. J. ’12 and Erika ’13 are both
married to Wheaton alumni who love Jesus and are committed to and active in their local churches, and both received
great job offers before or right after graduation. We’d encourage other parents and students to not let the price tag
discourage them from considering Wheaton College. Pray
and see how God will provide—He might surprise you!

Jeff and Alison
Thorfeldt Oslund ’86
(children J. J. ’12, Erika Oslund Tuttle
’13, Bridget ’15, Zach ’19)

A:
Dr. Hal and Katherine Walters
(daughter Grace ’14)

With six children, we didn’t see how

it would be possible for all of our children to have the opportunity to go to
Wheaton, but we prayed about it as a
couple and as a family, and God has

We were blessed with the means to pay Grace’s tuition
comfortably with parent income and savings, so we became
Wheaton Associates and regular contributors early on to
help others who did not have our resources. We did this
also because we believe that Wheaton is sincere and true
to their mission.
It was important to us that Grace have a broad-based and
challenging liberal arts education within a robust and overtly Christian context. Though she sweated bullets at times,
Grace was delighted by her Wheaton experience for four
consecutive years. She was befriended, accepted, inspired,
and challenged by bright Christian peers. The Christian
community at Wheaton was an important continuation of
the way we tried to raise Grace during her pre-college years.
Grace grew spiritually, matured academically, made lifelong Christian friends, and had many opportunities to serve
others in meaningful ways. Wheaton is a superior Christian
academic institution that is true to its mission of serving
Christ and His Kingdom.

WHEATON IS RANKED 43 IN KIPLINGER’S
OVERALL LIST OF 300 BEST
COLLEGE VALUES IN THE U.S.

FOR MORE ALUMNI PERSPECTIVES ON THE VALUE OF A WHEATON
EDUCATION, VISIT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE
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TRAVELWITHWHEATONCOLLEGE
Many people who have traveled with Wheaton say it
is an experience they’ll never forget – a perfect blend
of spiritual encouragement, relaxation, and discovery.

ISTANBUL

&THESEVENCHURCHESOFREVELATION
October 19-29, 2015

ISRAEL
May 29-June 8, 2016

NEWZEALANDANDAUSTRALIA
October 21-November 5, 2016
Contact the Alumni and Parent Engagement office at 630.752.5047
to learn more and to register.

alumni.wheaton.edu/travel

FEATUREDFACULTY
for 2015-16

TT

Want to return to the Wheaton College classroom?

NOWYOUCAN!

President Hudson T. Armerding ’41
Amy Black
Sarah Borden ’95
Bruce Howard ’74

TowerTalks is a FREE series of online 20-minute videos

Gregory Lee

that enables you to experience the latest scholarship being

Matthew Milliner ’98

taught on campus from wherever you are in the world.

Watch your email for video launch dates
and discussion times!

Shawn Okpebholo

wheaton.edu/TT

A LU M N I

BEE KEEPER
LAEF ’90,
ANNE KATHERINE
DENNEN OLSON ’89,
AND THEIR FOUR
CHILDREN KEEP
THINGS BUZZING
IN BOZEMAN

p.50

39

ALUMNI NEWS
V O L U M E 1 8 // I S S U E 3  A U T U M N 2 0 1 5
WHEATO N

40

1953,

the Alumni
Association Board
of Directors has recognized a Wheaton
graduate who demonstrates the mission of the College
through excellence in his or her field
of service. The Board looks for alumni
whose lives and careers are characterized by outstanding accomplishments
and service. The Board recognizes that
they walk a fine line by giving such a public award, since Colossians 3:23 is clear
that we are to serve the Lord and not
our fellow humans with our labor. This
public recognition is intended as an encouragement to the recipient and to the
broader Wheaton community. That’s
why we write about the awardee in the
magazine every year–so you will be encouraged. Have a look at the legacy of
retired Rear Admiral Tim Ziemer ’68
on pp. 46-47. It is a privilege to honor
such a humble man whose lifetime of
service has affected millions of people.
National or international recognition often bring alumni names to our
attention, but the Board also looks for
those whose service has gone largely
unnoticed. In 2011, the Board honored Rev. Colleen Koppert Holby ’55.
Since 1978, Rev. Holby has served The

A Word
With Alumni
CINDRA STACKHOUSE TAETZSCH ’82
Senior Director for Vocation and
Alumni Engagement and Executive Director,
Wheaton College Alumni Association

“HOW DO WE
HEAR ABOUT
ALUMNI WHO HAVE
LIVED LIVES OF
EXTRAORDINARY
SERVICE? I’M
HOPING YOU WILL
LET US KNOW.”

Children’s Village in New York, a nonprofit organization that provides safety
and care for at-risk children. As Director of Pastoral Care, Reverend Holby
offers spiritual counsel and advocacy
for the more than 300 annual residents
of The Children’s Village. The lives of
hundreds of boys would be far bleaker
today if not for Rev. Holby’s life and
ministry. Most Board members had
never heard of the quiet ministry of
Colleen Holby, so they were delighted
to recognize her remarkable Kingdom
service with this award.
How do we hear about alumni
who have lived lives of extraordinary
service but who may not have earned
public recognition? I’m hoping you
will let us know. Please write to the
Alumni and Parent Engagement office at 501 College Avenue, Wheaton,
Ill., 60187 and we’ll send you a paper
nomination form. Or send an email to
alumni@wheaton.edu, and we’ll link
you to the form online. The Board reviews new nominations every October,
and decides the awardee in November.
I look forward to reading your
nominations.

Vice President for Advancement, Vocation, and Alumni Engagement Kirk D. Farney M.A. ’98 Senior Director for Vocation and Alumni Engagement Cindra
Alumni Association President Paul T. Klobucher ’96 President-Elect Renae Schauer Smith ’91 Past President Kurt D.
Tillman ’78 Executive Director Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 Alumni Trustee Representatives Paul T. Klobucher ’96, Renae Schauer Smith ’91,
Kurt D. Tillman ’78 Serving through 2016 Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91, David McDowell ’68, Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93, Susannah Schwarcz ’00,
Hythem Shadid ’79, Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 Serving through 2017 Judith Briscoe Golz ’83 Serving through 2018 Howard Curlin ’95,
Daniel Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00, David Doig ’87 Serving through 2019 Esther Lee Cruz ’06, Gary Keyes ’63, Lee Eakle Phillips ’77, Jon Tuin ’83

Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Photo BY MIKE HUDSON ’89

E

VERY YEAR SINCE

Wheaton College
Alumni Association

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
2014-15

Board Members Row 1: (l to r) Barbara Ruesche Winter ’60, Paul Klobucher ’96 (President-Elect),
Kurt Tillman ’78 (President), Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 (Executive Director), Christopher Jahns ’82
(Past President), Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87. Row 2: (l to r) Jessica Min Chang ’12, David McDowell ’68,
Tiffany Staples ’06, Daniel Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00, Hythem Shadid ’79, Susannah Schwarcz ’00,
John Biedebach ’89, David Doig ’87, Howard Curlin ’95, Judy Briscoe Golz ’83, Renae Schauer Smith ’91
(President-Elect). Not Shown: Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91, Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93.

SEND US YOUR NOMINATIONS FOR ALUMNI BOARD MEMBERS. ALL ALUMNI ARE INVITED TO SUGGEST QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR THE ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BY SUBMITTING AN ONLINE FORM TO THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE WILL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT CLASS YEAR, VOCATION, GENDER, ETHNICITY, AND
DEMONSTRATED COMMITMENT TO WHEATON. JOB DESCRIPTION AND NOMINATION FORMS CAN BE OBTAINED AND SUBMITTED ONLINE AT ALUMNI.WHEATON.EDU

WHEATON COLLEGE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

BUSWELL LIBRARY
PROVIDES LIFELONG
LEARNING RESOURCES:
ALUMNI WORLDWIDE
CAN NOW ACCESS
FULL-TEXT ARTICLES
IN BIBLICAL STUDIES,
THEOLOGY, CHURCH
HISTORY, MISSIONS,
AND RELATED FIELDS
WITH ATLASERIALS.
LEARN MORE AT
HTTPS://LIBRARY.
WHEATON.EDU/
SERVICES/ALUMNI

2014-15
ANNUAL
REPORT
Each year the Alumni
Association’s Board of
Directors awards financial and
nonfinancial grants and awards
to faculty, students, and alumni.
Funds for these grants flow from
the annual Wheaton Fund, which
also supports every faculty
member’s salary and every
student’s academic program.

Faculty Awards

FACULTY MISSIONS PROJECT 2014-15

ALUMNI FACULTY GRANTS

Dr. Daniel Block
Hong Kong

AWARDED FOR 2015-16

Dr. Jeffrey Barbeau
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Brett Foster
English

Dr. Richard Gibson
English

Dr. Brian Hunt
Applied Health Science

Dr. Jennifer McNutt

Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Shawn Okpebholo
Kenya
Conservatory of Music

Dr. Amy Reynolds
El Salvador
Sociology & Anthropology

Timothy R. Phillips
Scholarship

Biblical & Theological Studies

Professor Joonhee Park
Art & Communication

Professor Joel Sheesley ’72

Student Awards
JUNIORS AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS

Art

FOR THEIR SENIOR YEAR (L TO R)

Dr. Nathaniel Thom

Fidelia Renne ’16

Applied Health Science

Dr. Noah Toly ’99, M.A. ’12
Urban Studies

Dr. Terri Watson M.A. ’86

Jessica Cruise ’16
Kalei Hosaka ’16
James Barrett ’16

Psychology

Emily Willson ’16

Science Division Block Grant
for Faculty/Student Summer
Research

Alumni Awards
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

JUNIOR ALUMNI FACULTY GRANTS
AWARDED FOR 2015-16

Dr. Andrew Abernethy
Biblical & Theological Studies

Dr. Theon Edward Hill
Communication

Dr. Nathaniel Thom
Applied Health Science

WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

AWARDS 2014-15

Dr. Sharon Coolidge ’72
For Distinguished
Service to Alma Mater

Rear Admiral R. Timothy
Ziemer ’68, USN (Ret.)
For Distinguished
Service to Society

41

ALUMNI NEWS
V O L U M E 1 8 // I S S U E 3  A U T U M N 2 0 1 5
WHEATO N

42

Alumni
Weekend
2015
All photos courtesy of Mike Hudson ’89

Raymond Joseph ’60, former Haitian ambassador to the United States,
and Ray Carlsen ’60, greet President Philip G. Ryken ’88.

Lorraine Jensen Belgum ’55, Mary Fleming
Miller ’55, Marilyn Himmel ’55, and Nancy
Briscoe Tenniswood ’55.

Dale Wong ’85, Doug Bassett ’85,
Brett Westbrook ’85, Maria Westbrook.

President Philip G. Ryken ’88, Jodi
Ziemer, 2015 Alumnus of the Year
for Distinguished Service to Society
Rear Admiral R. Timothy Ziemer ’68
USN (Ret.), and Alumni Association
President Kurt Tillman ’78.

Sue Myers Rudy ’75, Susie Lancaster Spitler ’75, RuthAnn
Chapman Hall ’75.

ANDSPREADTHEWORD

SAVETHEDATE

Walt Hull
'59, Nancy
Rutherford
Hull ’60, Elaine
Tobelmann
Grose ’60,
Gordon Grose
'59, Marilyn
Culberson
Weaver ’60,
Larry Weaver
'61.
Members of the 1963
and 1965 Men’s Glee
Club European Tour
reunite at their 50th
Reunion. Back Row:
Dick Sisson, Jim Le
Pere, Earle Johnson,
Stan Anderson, Scott
Kline, Dale Anderson.
Front Row: Ivan
Hinrichs, Hughes
Huffman, Jerry
Beilby, Bob Herron.
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Celebrating 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010 | October 9-10

HOMECOMING

Norm Kapp ’64, Steve Phillips ’63.
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INFINITE
REALITIES

The Music Inside

Connie Fortunato ’69 founded Music Camp International in
Romania and Ukraine to develop children, train teachers, and
strengthen the global community through the gift of music.

BY MARISA

WHEN CONNIE FORTUNATO ’69 watched an NBC docu-

mentary about the brutal regime of Nicolae Ceaușescu
in Romania, images of orphans undergoing terrible mistreatment moved her to action.
Connie began working in Romania with children in orphanages
and extreme situations in 1993, using music as a means to help heal
their painful pasts. This led her to create a curriculum and template
for Music Camp International, which began in 2002 with one camp
and 154 children.
Music Camp International now includes four branches of camps
across Romania and Ukraine, including city day camps, camps for
children with special needs and disabilities, choral festivals for
Easter and Christmas, and local government-requested projects.
This year, Music Camp International will host 19 camps for over
3,500 students.
Raluca Bojor ’15 was 12 years old when Music Camp International
came to her hometown in Romania. Now a piano performance
major, she attended the camp for two summers and joined the staff
in 2010. Raluca notes that Connie’s teaching methods represent a
paradigm shift in Romania, where punishment and insult are often
primary motivators.
“Connie taught me how to love and encourage people while maintaining effective leadership,” Raluca says.
Connie is the only non-Ukrainian to receive an honorary Ambassadorship of Peace from Ukraine. She studied music and literature
at Wheaton, and believes the greatest lingering lessons include
“preparation for working cross-culturally and for thinking creatively
and constructively, and an appreciation for diversity and dialogue.”
“I believe all children have music inside,” Connie
says. “It is a basic intelligence woven into their
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
lives. Our opportunity is to help a child discover
CONNIE’S WORK, VISIT
what is inside. In that discovery they find dignity,
WWW.MUSICCAMP
INTERNATIONAL.ORG
hope, and self-confidence.”
FOXWELL ’13

BORN BLIND, ANNE HARLAN PRATHER ’81’S
visual impairment was not viewed as a
handicap. Instead, Anne’s mother knew
she was raising a child with a “brilliant
mind,” and made it her mission to never set limits on her daughter’s dreams.
In the 1970s, two things became evident to Anne: she wanted to be a classical
guitar major, and she wanted to attend an
institution with a Christ-centered mission.
“Through Wheaton’s academic rigor
and Christian worldview, I was set free
to become an intellectual with a strong
and burning faith,” Anne says.
While visual impairment could have limited Anne’s future, faith and determination
opened the doors to corrective eye surgery,
science, and photography. After receiving a music performance degree from
Wheaton’s Conservatory of Music, Anne
pursued a Ph.D. in botany from the University of Washington. During her studies, she
experienced profound spiritual moments
that tied her study of nature to Scripture.
Anne’s work took an artistic turn in
2005 when, by taking photographs of
tiny seeds with a microscope, she assembled her first solo art gallery show. Gallery
North in Edmonds, Washington, hosted
her “Infinite Realities” digital art show in
2014. Anne has another show planned on
the theme of transcendence in fall 2015.
Whatever the project, Anne’s greatest
desire is for her work to “clearly reflect
and communicate the existence, magnificence, and goodness of God.” For her, all of
her accomplishments would mean nothing if it weren’t for the lives she is privileged
to touch through her art and teaching.
BY CRYSTAL CARTWRIGHT ’08

Photo courtesy of Music Camp International

How God has provided Anne Harlan
Prather ’81 grace for the journey

“My calling is to b e a pr ophetic the olo gian—someb o dy
who is p assionate ab out the olo gy, but also has a fundamental
commitment to the lo cal chur ch .”

Photo by Pete Claproth

WHEN DR. CLAYTON COOMBS PH.D. ’13

talks about church and the inspiration of Scripture, he gets fired up. He
uses the word “fire” frequently in his
light-hearted Australian accent, because he believes the fire of the Holy
Spirit is involved in both.
Raised in Melbourne, Dr. Coombs
felt called to minister through teaching by age 17. However, he didn’t begin
formal theological training until eight
years later, while serving as young
adult pastor of City Life Church in
Melbourne for five years.
“Doing a Ph.D. wasn’t initially on my
radar, but I had a desire to study,” Dr.
Coombs says. “It’s something God put
on my heart. A good teacher is a good
learner.”
Dr. Coombs’ passion for Scripture
led him to pursue a Ph.D. with the hope
of bringing sound Bible teaching to the
Pentecostal environment of Australian churches. His dissertation focuses on the “long ending of Mark,” which
refers to the disputed final 12 verses of
the Gospel of Mark (to be published
in a forthcoming book from Fortress
Press in 2016).
“When someone picks up their Bible, the first question they often ask
after reading that footnote is, ‘What
does that mean? Is this the word of
God or isn’t it?’” Dr. Coombs says.
Coombs now serves as academic dean of Planetshakers College, an
institution that emerged from Planetshakers Church, one of the largest
churches in Australia. He is also a
teacher with David McCracken Ministries and an adjunct lecturer at Harvest Bible College in Melbourne.
“My calling is to be a prophetic theologian—somebody who is passionate
about theology, but also has a fundamental commitment to the local
church,” Dr. Coombs says.

THE
PENTECOSTAL
THEOLOGIAN
Dr. Clayton Coombs Ph.D. ’13
on the importance of
academic preparation
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HOPE IN
THE HEALER

For his work to rid the world of malaria,
retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral R. Timothy
Ziemer ’68 received the 2015 Distinguished
Service to Society Award from the Wheaton
College Alumni Association.
by Jeremy Weber ’05 photo By Mike Hudson ’89

FEW AMERICANS KNOW malaria
better than retired Rear Admiral
R. Timothy Ziemer ’68. He contracted
the disease as a child in Southeast
Asia, as did his missionary parents and
two of his siblings. For the past seven
years, he’s spent nearly $4.5 billion coordinating the United States’ effort to
control and eliminate it worldwide.
Tim feels “blessed” to be leading
the government program that enjoys
“strong bipartisan Congressional support.” Launched by President George
W. Bush in 2005 and expanded under
President Barack Obama, the President’s Malaria Initiative “represents
all that is good about American foreign assistance,” says Tim. “It’s a wonderful reflection of the U.S. government’s commitment to global health
and the poor.”
Malaria may be often overshadowed
by more trendy or pressing global
health issues, but it remains a “major
disease burden” on nearly 200 million
people and a “huge economic problem
contributing to global poverty,” Tim
says. “[Yet] we know what causes it, we
know how to prevent it, and we know
how to treat it.”
To date, the initiative, which focuses
on 19 countries in sub-Saharan Africa
and one region in Southeast Asia, has
distributed more than 155 million insecticide-treated nets, 174 million rapid diagnostic tests, and 318 million antimalarial treatments. The goal was to

reduce deaths by 50 percent among
pregnant women and children under
age five. Though malaria will still kill an
estimated 600,000 people this year,
today most of the initial countries
have succeeded.
For Tim’s role in the success, he is
the 63rd recipient—and first military
recipient—of the Alumni Association’s
Distinguished Service to Society award.
Tim was raised in the central highlands of what is now Vietnam by missionary parents serving with the
Christian and Missionary Alliance, and
was inspired to attend Wheaton College by events in Ecuador. He remembers being awakened by his father in
1956 as soon as news of the deaths of
Jim Elliot ’49, Nate Saint ’50, and Ed
McCully ’49 hit the short-wave radio
(Tim’s father was an associate of the
three martyred missionaries). Tim
was struck by his father’s sadness, as
well as his description of Wheaton College as a Christian school.
“As I processed it as a kid, it became
my personal target and goal to go to
Wheaton,” he says.
It helped that his father was also a
personal friend of Wheaton’s fourth
president, Dr. V. Raymond Edman hon.
So Tim applied. But he wasn’t accepted.
“It was one of the first rejections I experienced,” he says. Yet President Edman encouraged him to reapply, so he
did, and transferred in as a sophomore.
Tim found his friend circle among
Wheaton’s varsity track team: his 440yard relay team still holds the college
record. In the same class as pastor
and author Dr. John Piper ’68, historian Dr. Mark Noll ’68, and Evangelical Free Church of America president
Rev. Bill Hamel ’68, Tim credits Wheaton with reinforcing his desire for “a
life of service and sacrifice.”
He was impressed with how President Edman had grown up as a “missionary kid” and become a college
president, and with how Dr. Hudson
Taylor Armerding ’41 was a captain in
the U.S. Navy Reserve while serving as
Wheaton’s fifth president.

Tim majored in history and was accepted to three graduate schools, but
was drafted before he could enroll in
further study. Tim served in the U.S.
Navy for 30 years, flying 550 combat
missions in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot. He rose through the ranks, becoming Rear Admiral. His last assignment
was Commander of the Mid-Atlantic
Region in 2000.
Tim retired from the military in
2001, but the opportunities for service
continued. He was asked by World Relief to lead its programs and served as
executive director. Then, in 2006, Tim
was asked to serve his country by becoming coordinator of the President’s
Malaria Initiative.
Wheaton also prepared Tim to respond to the challenges of life with
faith. College life was good for Tim, un-

“WE AS
BELIEVERS
HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY
TO ROLL UP OUR
SLEEVES AND
WORK IN THE
TRENCHES.”
WHEATO N . EDU/MAGA ZIN E

til one day in January 1968 when Chaplain Evan Welsh ’27 came and told him
that, amid the height of the Vietnam
War, his father had been killed and his
mother injured by North Vietnamese
soldiers. He walked the college streets
“perplexed and anguished, asking
why the Lord would allow this to happen,” he says. Then he walked past
Blanchard Hall and saw the sign: “For
Christ and his Kingdom.”
“I’ll never forget that moment,”
he says. “It was a clear message for
me that I needed to accept what I
had been taught in Scripture that
it’s about Christ and not about us. I
know that sounds a bit phony and rehearsed, but it was true.”
Time has deepened his understanding. Shortly before the attack, Tim’s
father had completed his translation
of the New Testament into the Rade
language and sent it to London. There
it was preserved, printed, and sent
back to Vietnam, where national leaders used it to translate the entire Bible. Today, the number of people who
have come to Christ in his parents’
province is up nearly 500 percent, he
says, from approximately 70,000 in
1968 to 400,000 today. Tim sees this
as an example of how God has used the
work of missionaries like his father to
grow the church.
“Looking back now, I can see the answer to the question, ‘Why?’ It is now a
bit easier to embrace and celebrate.”
Tim describes himself as a “normal
guy who benefited from the Wheaton
environment that reaffirmed and
prepared me for different kinds of
service.”
“Wheaton reinforced the idea that
we are here to learn but also to serve,
not to pursue some lofty position,” he
says. “We as believers have an opportunity to roll up our sleeves and work
in the trenches.” 
WATCH AN EXCLUSIVE VIDEO HONORING
RETIRED REAR ADMIRAL TIM ZIEMER ’68’S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHURCH AND SOCIETY
AT WHEATON.EDU/MAGAZINE
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Fo r I re s o l ve d to
know nothing while
I was with you except

Jesus Christ
and him crucified.
— 1 corinthians 2:2 niv —
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FEBRUARY 11, 1957
OXFORD, ENGLAND

WHEATON
FOR CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM

C. S. LEWIS CORRESPONDS WITH DR. CLYDE S. KILBY h o n ,
FORMER PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH AND FOUNDER OF THE WADE
CENTER. TO READ WHAT’S INSIDE, VISIT THE MARION E.
WADE CENTER OF WHEATON COLLEGE, HOME TO THE LARGEST
COLLECTION OF C. S. LEWIS’ ORIGINAL LETTERS IN THE WORLD.

