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Cover photo: Chaplain Kellough stands outside Edman Chapel, 
where he officiated approximately 2,250 chapel services during his 
25-year tenure at Wheaton. Photo by Mike Hudson ’89

Inside photos: Pepper Gross ’15 above (left) and p. 12; Jason 
Gardner, above (center) and p. 26; Mike Hudson ’89 above (right) and 
p. 4-10, 28, 30-32, 33, 35, 39-41, 43-44, 46, 48, 50, 53, 54, 
58-59, 60, 62-64; Les Barker p. 4, 23, 58; Ryan Tolbert ’13 p. 5; 
Beth Maas, Maas Photography p. 5 (top right); Kevin Schmalandt p. 8; 
Boyd Guy p. 24-25; Jeff Hathaway, North Central University p. 29  
(top left); John Economides p. 26 (left) and p. 29 (top middle), June 
Terrell p. 42; Carl Sodergren p. 47, Rádio Trans Mundial p. 49.
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Wheaton College serves Jesus Christ and advances His Kingdom through  

excellence in liberal arts and graduate programs that educate the whole person  

to build the church and benefit society worldwide.
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     uring my senior year at Wheaton, 
Chaplain Emeritus Dr. Stephen Kellough 
’70 asked the entire campus community 
to read Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life 
Together. As an anxiety-ridden senior 
heading into my last full semester on 
campus, adding another book to my 
expanding list of required reading was 
the last thing I wanted to do. 

As I settled into my seat in Edman 
Chapel for the first All-School 

Communion of the year, however, my heart swelled with joy as “Chappy K” explained 
the theme of Bonhoeffer’s book to us. He said, “We are blessed to enjoy life 
together—for eternity—in Christ.”  

Tears began to form behind my eyes as he prayed over hundreds of bowed heads. 
Before I knew it, I was sobbing—overwhelmed with thankfulness for my Savior  
and the great cloud of Wheaton witnesses that would support, encourage, and protect 
me for eternity in Christ. Though the insatiable pursuit of perfection threatened   
to overtake me amid Conservatory auditions, class registration, lacrosse practices, 
textbook purchases, the Record publication, and orientation, Jesus was there— 
God with us.  

This tangible memory of God’s loving, faithful presence remains with me today. 

When Chaplain Kellough’s retirement was announced earlier this year, I knew four 
pages of Wheaton magazine would not be enough to share the remarkable impact 
Wheaton’s longest-serving chaplain has had on thousands of alumni during his  
25-year tenure. Nonetheless, we tried to capture in our cover story (“A Chaplain 
for Life,” p. 20) the many sides of the man occasionally spotted around campus on 
his Harley-Davidson Springer Softail motorcycle, and on whose office walls hung 
Rembrandt’s The Storm on the Sea of Galilee and Return of the Prodigal Son —
two images that illustrate Chappy K’s unfailing trust in the providence of God. 

I invite you to send us your memories of Chaplain Kellough for publication in a  
future issue. I also welcome your photos, comments, and story tips at  
editor@wheaton.edu. For those of you on social media, continue sharing your 
experiences with Wheaton magazine using the hashtag #wheatonmag. For  
exclusive online content, visit our enhanced website at wheaton.edu/magazine.

For Christ and His Kingdom,

Allison J. Althoff ’11  |  @ajalthoff
Editor, Wheaton magazine

access
Wheaton magazine

online: 
wheaton.edu/
magazine

Facebook
facebook.com/

wheatoncollege.il

Twitter
twitter.com/
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Instagram
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“The salvation 

of the righteous 

comes from the 

Lord; he is their 

stronghold in  

time of trouble.”

Psalm  37:39
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dear WHEATON

Celebrating Diversity

Thank you for featuring diversity in the most 

recent Wheaton magazine. As an alumna of 

color of the graduate school as well as  

a former graduate resident adviser, I learned 

about the realities and issues of racial bias 

and stereotyping at Wheaton in ways that 

were helpful and challenging. I'm thankful 

for the College's commitment to diversity 

through its initiatives, and am very happy to 

see the Office of Multicultural Development 

(OMD) relocated to a central place on 

campus. I was one of several members 

of an external review team for OMD a 

few years back, and this was one of our 

recommendations. I certainly appreciate  

the follow-through!

Elena Yee M.A. ’02

Providence, Rhode Island

We congratulate you, Allison, as the new 

editor of Wheaton magazine, spring 2014, 

and for all of the excellent articles therein. 

We were especially impressed with the one 

on Christian diversity. How amazing to know 

that almost 20 percent of the present student 

body are people of color compared with the  

10 or 12 students back in the 1940s when we 

were attending Wheaton. 

Now as we grow into our 90s, my husband 

has already enjoyed his 70th class reunion, 

and as I anticipate mine very soon, we can 

only say, “Wheaton, dear ol’ Wheaton, live 

forever. . .” and “to God be all the glory!”

Chet ’43 and Helen Drake  

Schneider ’46

St. Paul, Minnesota

Thank you so much for the spring 2014  

issue of Wheaton magazine. I read it from 

cover to cover, and was held in interest by 

every article. As the Caucasian grandparents 

of two adopted little girls from the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, the cover 

story was of particular interest to me. The 

issue also gave me much encouragement 

about the strength of Wheaton as a 

Christian liberal arts school as well as being 

encouraged about the generation of students 

who are taking advantage of it. Thank you.

Robert Weeldreyer ’56

Holland, Michigan

Remembering James Orr
I read with sadness the obituary of 

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) James Orr 

’55. Jim and I were friends during our days 

together at Wheaton and members of 

the ROTC. He was an outstanding cadet 

and did exceedingly well as the cadet 

commander during his senior year.

The obituary stated that the ROTC 

program was established in 1955. However, it 

was established in the fall of 1952, under the 

influence of then President Dr. V. Raymond 

Edman HON. The cadets who graduated in 

1955 were given special permission to be 

commissioned after three years rather than 

four. The class of 1956 was the first four-year 

class to be commissioned. 

Best wishes to you as the editor of 

Wheaton magazine. God bless you and 

the entire Wheaton College family in your 

endeavors “For Christ and His Kingdom.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Richard R. Bolt 

’56 (Ret.)

San Antonio, Texas

A Fellow Pilgrim 

The winter 2014 issue of Wheaton struck 

a very familiar chord with me. I majored in 

communication arts while at Wheaton, and for 

my speech recital, which was a requirement 

for graduation, I chose to do an hour and  

15 minute presentation of Pilgrim’s Progress. 

It involved the distinct portrayal of 26 different 

characters in Pilgrim’s journey from the  

City of Destruction to Mount Zion. I used it  

on occasion throughout my ministry, and  

can still present at least 45 minutes of it today. 

I too have lived out my Christian journey so 

whenever the metaphor comes to light, my 

heart skips a beat. My prayers are with those 

who love to venture out for our Master. 

Paul Thompson ’61

Libitz, Pennsylvania

CORRECTION: 

Page 36, spring 2014 issue—

Ed Childs was a member of the class of ’67, 

not ’65. 
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Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and emails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published, nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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Kirk D. Farney M.A. ’98,  
vice president of advancement  
and alumni relations 

“Kirk Farney’s executive and financial 
experience has positioned him to advance 
Wheaton’s mission and priorities, and his 
training as a historian gives him a rich 
understanding of Wheaton’s unique role 
in the Christian and higher education 
communities. As a Wheaton alumnus 
who has also been a Wheaton parent, he 
has experienced firsthand how a Wheaton 
education transforms the lives of our students.”  
—President Philip G. Ryken ’88

David Iglesias ’80, 
director of the J. Dennis Hastert  
Center for Economics, Government, 
and Public Policy  

“Students are our mission first and foremost. 
The Hastert Center focuses on the economic 
impact of all legislation, both in the United 
States and internationally.”  

—Captain David Iglesias '80, Judge Advocate 
General's Corps, United States Navy (Ret.)

Dr. Chris Armstrong,  
director of the Institute for Faith  
and Vocation (IFV) in the Billy Graham 
Center for Evangelism (BGCE)

“From my first meeting with Chris, I have 
been deeply impressed by the rich background 
he brings to understanding vocation in a 
thoroughly Christian way. He has the skills, 

C A M P U S  N E W S

New Campus Leadership

Kirk D. Farney

left to right: Wade Center Acting Director Marjorie Lamp  

Mead ’74, Wade Center Board Member Carol Kraft ’57, donors 

Stan ’61 and Jeannette Anderson Bakke ’61, and Wheaton’s  

Vice President for Finance and Treasurer Dale Kemp 

W H EATON .EDU / A L U M N I

When 602 freshmen of the Class of 2014 entered  
Wheaton four years ago, 555 enrolled in the liberal arts  
and sciences and 47 in the Conservatory. Of these there 
were: 1% international students, 17% children of alumni,  
16.1% American multicultural, and 7% from international 
missionary/Third Culture backgrounds. 

M.A. in Biblical Studies Graduates First Class
After three years of evening courses and part-time intensive study, the 
MABS program’s first ten graduates received their terminal degrees this 
spring. 

“We designed this program with church leaders in mind,” says Dr. Gene 
Green, program coordinator and professor of New Testament. “We want to 
make sure people can do it without dropping everything else in their lives.” 

Graduates hold leadership roles in their churches and are employed in 
a variety of professions ranging from information technology to medicine, 
education, business, and more. Learn more at wheaton.edu/cohort.

Wheaton College Graduate School Commencement

Grad School  
Fast Facts
Year Founded: 1937

Programs: 16

Average age: 29.9

Countries of origin:  
42, from Ecuador to  
New Zealand

Enrollment: 550 students
 
For more, visit  
wheaton.edu/gradschool.
Stats based on composite of 
enrolled students, fall 2013.

WHEATON news
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Construction Begins on Wade 
Center’s Bakke Auditorium 

Faculty, staff, alumni, trustees, and friends of 
the College gathered with Stanley ’61 and Jeannette 
Anderson Bakke ’61 on April 3 to break ground 
for the Bakke Auditorium of the Marion E. Wade 
Center. Upon completion in 2015, the new space 
will comfortably seat up to 100 people. 

The project was made possible by gifts from  
the Bakkes and one anonymous donor. Former 
students of Wade Center founder Dr. Clyde S. 
Kilby, Stan and Jeannette were shaped by  
Dr. Kilby’s teaching, mentorship, and friendship. 

“We appreciate the ways the seven authors  
of the Wade Center embody spiritual formation 
within works of imaginative fiction as well as  
other forms,” Jeannette says. “We are enthusiastic 
about all the Wade Center will continue to offer 
Wheaton students, faculty, alumni, scholars, and  
the larger community.” Jeannette’s dissertation,  
The Lion and The Lamb and the Children:  
Childhood Education Through the Chronicles of 
Narnia, is included in the Wade Center collection. 

Gift Provides for Special 
Education Endorsement

Wheaton’s elementary education majors  
will soon be able to graduate with an endorsement 
in special education thanks to a $3.5 million gift  
from the Ann Haskins Foundation. The largest portion 
of the funding will permanently endow a faculty 
position dedicated to offerings in special education 
beginning in fall 2015, notes Provost Stan Jones.  
These new classes will prepare students to graduate 
fully endorsed as special education teachers in the 
public schools. 

The Haskins family established the foundation  
to provide for their daughter, Ann, who was 
developmentally disabled. After Ann’s death, the 
family gave a portion of the remaining funds  
to the College, for the development of a special 
education training program. 

Kirk D. Farney M.A. ’98,  
vice president of advancement  
and alumni relations 

“Kirk Farney’s executive and financial 
experience has positioned him to advance 
Wheaton’s mission and priorities, and his 
training as a historian gives him a rich 
understanding of Wheaton’s unique role 
in the Christian and higher education 
communities. As a Wheaton alumnus 
who has also been a Wheaton parent, he 
has experienced firsthand how a Wheaton 
education transforms the lives of our students.”  
—President Philip G. Ryken ’88

David Iglesias ’80, 
director of the J. Dennis Hastert  
Center for Economics, Government, 
and Public Policy  

“Students are our mission first and foremost. 
The Hastert Center focuses on the economic 
impact of all legislation, both in the United 
States and internationally.”  

—Captain David Iglesias '80, Judge Advocate 
General's Corps, United States Navy (Ret.)

Dr. Chris Armstrong,  
director of the Institute for Faith  
and Vocation (IFV) in the Billy Graham 
Center for Evangelism (BGCE)

“From my first meeting with Chris, I have 
been deeply impressed by the rich background 
he brings to understanding vocation in a 
thoroughly Christian way. He has the skills, 

C A M P U S  N E W S

New Campus Leadership

preparation, passion and vision to help our 
entire institution equip our graduates for work 
in a diverse global marketplace.”  

—Dr. Stan Jones, provost

Dr. Nicholas Perrin, dean of the 
Wheaton College Graduate School and 
Franklin S. Dyrness Professor of Biblical 
Studies; Dr. Scott Moreau, associate 
dean, professor of intercultural studies

“Given new challenges confronting graduate 
education in recent years, Wheaton 
Graduate School is paying renewed 
attention to its mission. As a result of this 
process, I believe we will be better poised 
than ever to shape today’s committed 
learners into tomorrow’s servant leaders—
all through premier graduate programs.”  

—Dr. Nick Perrin, dean

Alaina Berg ’12, BRIDGE (Building 
Roads to Intellectual Diversity and 
Great Education) Program Coordinator 

“It is because of the vision, drive, and passion 
of founding leader Veronica Ponce ’08 that the 
BRIDGE program has gained the respect of 
high school guidance counselors and  
local churches as a top notch transformational 
program for their high school students, and  
I am confident Alaina has the ability, vision, and 
desire to take on the role of coordinator to help 
move the BRIDGE program to the next level.”  

—Shawn Leftwich, director of admissions

Kirk D. Farney Dr. Chris ArmstrongDavid Iglesias Alaina Berg Dr. Nicholas PerrinDr. Scott Moreau

left to right: Wade Center Acting Director Marjorie Lamp  

Mead ’74, Wade Center Board Member Carol Kraft ’57, donors 

Stan ’61 and Jeannette Anderson Bakke ’61, and Wheaton’s  

Vice President for Finance and Treasurer Dale Kemp 
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October 11  Joshua Roman, cello, with Drostan Hall  

  conducting Camerata Chicago

November 15  Haydn's The Creation, with Dr. John Nelson ’63,  

  D.Mus. ’89, conductor

January 24  Spektral Quartet with Julien Labro, bandoneon 

February 20 Brandon Ridenour, trumpet, with Rich Ridenour, piano 

April 17  Emanuel Ax, piano 

Bonus Events:

September 20  Fischoff Gold Medal Winners, Akropolis Reed Quintet

September 27  Master class led by Elly Ameling, soprano

March 20    Fledgefest, featuring young singers and songwriters  

  including Tyler Sjöström

April 8    Songs and stories with Ken Medema

Oleg Tsymbalyuk, library systems 
administrator, and Dr. Scottie May, associate 
professor of Christian formation and 
ministry, received the P. Kenneth Gieser 
Awards for 2013 and 2014, respectively. 
These awards recognize employees who 
serve in off-campus ministries. 

Tsymbalyuk immigrated with his 
family to the United States from the 
Ukraine in 2000. Once a leader of several 
underground evangelical churches in 
the Ukraine, he founded the Alpha and 
Omega Evangelical Church in Chicago, 
where he serves as pastor of a Russian-
speaking Slavic congregation.

Dr. May was recognized for decades 
of service in youth ministry at Blanchard 
Alliance Church, and for her leadership 
and involvement with the Okoboji Bible 
Conference in Arnolds Park, Iowa. The 
conference celebrated its 80th anniversary 
this year. 

The Gieser award is named for former 

Gieser Award Winners Develop TV Program, Conference  

lef t: Oleg 
Tsymbalyuk, 
l ibrary systems 
administrator  
r ight: Dr. Scottie 
May, associate 
professor of 
Christian  
formation  
and ministry

For more information, or to order  
tickets, call the Ticket and Information Office 
at 630.752.5010. Online orders may be placed 
at artistseries.org

Trustee Dr. Kenneth Gieser ’30, founder of 
the Wheaton Eye Clinic, who devoted much 
of his free time to ministry and medical 
missions. Awardees receive a sum of money 
to be used in their ministry or donated to 
the Christian ministries of their choice. 
Tsymbalyuk used the funds to produce a 
Russian television program that explains  
the Gospel of Mark. Once completed, the 
series will air on public television in 16 
countries and be made available online at 
myao.org. Dr. May plans to give half the 
funds to her local church, and the other  
half to the conference, in memory of her 
mother, who “was the backbone of the 
conference for decades,” she says. 

After more than three decades, Wheaton 
will close the Institute for the Study of 
American Evangelicals (ISAE), effective 
December 31, 2014. Founded in 1982 by 
evangelical historians Dr. Mark A. Noll ’68 
and Dr. Nathan O. Hatch ’68, the ISAE  

“has a long history of sterling contribution 
to the world of Christian reflection,” says 
Dr. Stan Jones, provost. 

The ISAE brought distinguished 
scholars of American religion to campus 
for conferences, lectures, and meetings, 
and facilitated the publication of 30 
conference-related books. Projects 
completed by the ISAE over the years 
include studies about the impact of the 
foreign missions movement on North 
America, the financing of American 
evangelicalism, evangelicals’ relationship 
to mass media, a study of American 
hymnody, and a study of the career and 
legacy of Billy Graham ’43, Litt.D. ’56. 
There will be a culminating event on 
campus this fall.

WHEATON news

“Wheaton’s 2014-2015 Artist Series Season offers five 
outstanding concerts, plus the opportunity to attend four 
bonus events,” says Artist Series General Manager Dr. Tony 
Payne ’79. Intended to spark the imagination, this year’s 
season offers everything from the virtuosity of award-winning 
artists to a performance of The Creation, Joseph Haydn’s 
masterwork, conducted by Dr. John Nelson ’63, D.Mus. ’89, 
and featuring the Wheaton College combined choirs and 
symphony orchestra. Bonus events now let you tailor the 
season to fit your personal interests.

Wheaton College Artist Series: The Season Is Changing

sEAsON
2014-15
Artist Series
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Trustee Dr. Kenneth Gieser ’30, founder of 
the Wheaton Eye Clinic, who devoted much 
of his free time to ministry and medical 
missions. Awardees receive a sum of money 
to be used in their ministry or donated to 
the Christian ministries of their choice. 
Tsymbalyuk used the funds to produce a 
Russian television program that explains 
the Gospel of Mark. Once completed, the 
series will air on public television in 16 
countries and be made available online at 
myao.org. Dr. May plans to give half the 
funds to her local church, and the other 
half to the conference, in memory of her 
mother, who “was the backbone of the 
conference for decades,” she says. 

After more than three decades, Wheaton 
will close the Institute for the Study of 
American Evangelicals (ISAE), effective 
December 31, 2014. Founded in 1982 by 
evangelical historians Dr. Mark A. Noll ’68 
and Dr. Nathan O. Hatch ’68, the ISAE  

“has a long history of sterling contribution 
to the world of Christian refl ection,” says 
Dr. Stan Jones, provost. 

The ISAE brought distinguished 
scholars of American religion to campus 
for conferences, lectures, and meetings, 
and facilitated the publication of 30 
conference-related books. Projects 
completed by the ISAE over the years 
include studies about the impact of the 
foreign missions movement on North 
America, the fi nancing of American 
evangelicalism, evangelicals’ relationship 
to mass media, a study of American 
hymnody, and a study of the career and 
legacy of Billy Graham ’43, Litt.D. ’56. 
There will be a culminating event on 
campus this fall.

ISAE to Close its Doors

Wheaton Receives “Champion of Life” Award

President Philip G. Ryken ’88 accepted the Illinois 

Right to Life Committee’s “Champion of Life” Award on  

behalf of Wheaton College at a banquet featuring 

keynote speaker and former Arkansas Governor Mike 

Huckabee on May 8. Wheaton received the award 

for the “heroic defense of innocent human 

life” in suing the Health and Human Services 

Department over the HHS Abortion Mandate.

President Ryken with 2014 Champion of Life Award 

Recipients (l to r): Fred and Toni Hartenbower, owners 

and founders of Hart Electric; William C. Lindsay, 

Managing Partner of Lindsay, Rappaport, & Postel; 

Chris and Mary Anne Yep, founders and owners of 

Triune Health Group.  

Denver Breakaway

Dr. Ryken joined students for a portion of their 

Breakaway spring break trip where they learned 

about different aspects of homelessness while 

serving the urban poor with Mile High Ministries in 

downtown Denver. 

 In Full Bloom

Last year, graduating students from the class of 2013 

gave a gift of tulip bulbs to President Ryken. This spring, 

that gift came to fruition in the form of hundreds of 

beautiful blooms throughout his yard.

Learning Mandarin

President Ryken recently attempted to learn some 

words in Mandarin as a video greeting for Wheaton’s 

Chinese-speaking friends around the world. View the 

blooper video online at vimeo.com/wheatoncollege.
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That women are not well represented in 
the leadership of evangelical organizations 
does not surprise Dr. Amy Reynolds, assistant 
professor of sociology. After evaluating close 
to 1,500 evangelical organizations through a 
research project funded by the Imago Dei 
Foundation, she and Dr. Janel Curry, provost 
of Gordon College, found that women held 
16 percent of the very top leadership 
positions, 21 percent of the board positions, 
and 23 percent of the total leadership 
positions in the organizations they studied. 
Comparatively, at nonprofi ts in general, 
women hold 45 percent of the very top 
leadership positions, and make up 43 percent 

of the board, Reynolds says. She and Curry plan 
to present these fi ndings in full at the Religion 
Newswriters Association Conference in 
September 2014. 

The second part of their research involves an 
in-depth review of 400 evangelical organiza-
tions, and the fi nal piece will include formal 
interviews with leaders of organizations where 
women are represented well on both the board 
and executive team. By analyzing the policies, 
strategic plans, and the role of theology in the 
organizations that have successfully increased 
women’s representation in leadership, Drs. 
Reynolds and Curry hope to provide tools to 
determine how organizations are faring, and 

to develop a set of best practices for Christian 
organizations to see women represented and 
thriving in leadership roles. 

Dr. Reynolds says, “Our ultimate goal is to 
see women and men more effectively working 
alongside one another, both using their gifts
and talents, as they work together for the sake 
of God’s kingdom.”

F A C U LT Y  N E W S

Professor’s Research to Explore Best Practices for Gender Parity

Dr. Amy Reynolds

RECAP
RYKEN
Spring 2014
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including the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, the Milwaukee and 
Rockford Symphonies, and the Ars  
Viva Symphony Orchestra, as well  
as a sought-after soloist. He has 
performed in France, Austria, Costa 
Rica, the UK, and New Zealand, 
receiving international recognition for 
his immense musical contributions.  

Senior Teaching Achievement 
Awardees 

Dr. Sarah Borden ’95 

associate professor and chair of philosophy
History of Philosophy students call her 
courses challenging and important. In 
addition to empowering students to 
think for themselves, challenge what 
they hear, and write well, she has 
published two books on Edith Stein, 
has recently completed another on 
Aristotelian Feminism, and is working 
on another book, all while chairing the 
philosophy department. 
 
Dr. Jon Laansma

associate professor of ancient languages  
and New Testament 
Students call his teaching style clear, 
precise, and challenging, and his 
preparation for lectures thorough. An 
active and productive scholar, he also 
excels at mentoring, carving out time to 
care for students’ personal and spiritual 
lives. One student said simply, “He 
points his students to Jesus.” 

Award-Winning Faculty 

Six Wheaton faculty members were 
honored with Faculty Achievement Awards 
at Honors Convocation this past spring. 

Junior Faculty Achievement Awardees

Dr. Becky Eggimann ’00

assistant professor of chemistry
From teaching, committee work, and  
service to research and scholarly 
publications, what this HoneyRock 
Passage enthusiast, computer expert, 
assessment guru, physical chemist, and 
biochemist has accomplished is truly 
impressive. Perhaps most importantly, she 
is recognized by students as a passionate, 
effective, and caring teacher. 

Dr. Matthew Milliner ’98 

assistant professor of art history
Students have called him vibrant, 
dynamic, and brilliant, while colleagues 
say he gives Wheaton great hope for the 
future. His lectures are works of art, 

filled with an infectious energy. He has 
remarkable scholarly breadth, and the 
respect with which he is held has been 
reflected in a Congressional appointment. 
With all this, students and colleagues 
alike find him deeply humble. 

Senior Scholarship Achievement 

Awardees

Dr. Mark Amstutz

professor of political science
He loves Jesus, teaching, and political 
ethics. He has written books on Christian 
ethics, foreign policy, and political for-
giveness. His most recent book, Evangeli-
cals and American Foreign Policy (Oxford 
University Press, 2013), is a culmination 
of 40-plus years of careful thinking and 
writing on justice in politics that offers 
guidelines for more effective evangelical 
engagement in global political issues. 

Dr. Gerard Sundberg 

professor of music and pedagogy
He is a regular performer with orchestras 

Becky Eggimann Matthew Milliner  Mark Amstutz Gerard Sundberg Sarah Borden Jon Laansma
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Dr. Brett Foster and Dayna clemens christensen ’10 
Engage Poets in chicago

Poetry Foundation 

president Dr. Robert Polito 

(left) welcomed  

Dr. Brett Foster and Dayna 

Clemens Christensen ’10 

for a public reading at an 

Open Door event in April.
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Tori Greaves ’15

Major: Anthropology, Human Needs 
and Global Resources (HNGR) 
certificate
Extracurricular Involvement: 
phonathon; advancement associate; 
HNGR certificate program; Student 
Ministry Partners (SMP) in  
Guatemala
Fun Fact: Tori is currently in 
Moyobamba, Peru, completing her 
HNGR internship with Paz y Esperanza, 
an organization dedicated to pursuing 
advocacy for women, children, and 
indigenous communities.

Grace Pyo ’15 

Major: Economics and International 
Relations
Minor: Spanish
Extracurricular Involvement:  
2014-2015 student body president; 
resident assistant; phonathon; debate 
team; secretary and coordinator  
for Wheaton House of Prayer;  
Wheaton in Spain; Global Engagement 
Committee; politics and international 
relations department teaching assistant  
for Dr. Joireman; discipleship small  
group member
Dream Job: Secretary of State 

Jon Laansma

Awardees and board president (standing, l to r): Victoria Greaves, 

David Robinson III, Alexander Armstrong, Alumni Board President Kurt 

Tillman ’78, David Martin, Abigail Bullmore, Grace Pyo. Board members  

(seated): David McDowell ’68, Judy Briscoe Golz ’83, Hythem Shadid ’79. 

Alexander Armstrong ’15

Major: Physics and Philosophy
Minor: Mathematics
Extracurricular Involvement: 

Coordinator and basketball coach for 
Wheaton College Prison Ministry; 
discipleship small group leader; member 
of Society of Physics Students (SPS); 
philosophy of physics research for Dr. 
Robert Bishop on determinism in physical 
theories; former member of Amplify, 
Wheaton’s co-ed a cappella group
Dream Job: Research professor at 
a university near a city so I could 
do research, teach classes, and find 
opportunities to get involved in education 
efforts in less affluent urban areas.

David Robinson ’15

Major: Philosophy and French 
Extracurricular Involvement: Global 
Engagement Committee; Authority.
Action.Ethics (AAE): Ethiopia; French 
department teaching assistant; Hastert 
Center student strategy group
Fun Facts: David spent the summer 
traveling to Ethiopia with AAE, 
celebrating his little brother's high school 
graduation with a kayak trip on the Neuse 
River in North Carolina, and interning at 
a Congolese law firm in Kinshasa, DRC. 

David Martin ’15

Major: Physics 
Extracurricular Involvement: 

President, Society of Physics Students 

(SPS); student researcher with  
Dr. Darren Craig on computational 
plasma research; physics teaching assistant 
and student-faculty liaison; percussion 
ensemble; discipleship small group leader
Dream Job: Research physicist working 
on developing cheap, long-lasting, high 
capacity batteries—a technology that 
would allow many energy production 
methods, like the wind, to take more 
prominent roles in energy production, 
helping with the growing need for energy 
in developing countries and mitigating 
environmental damage, which often affects 
those most in need. 

Abby Bullmore ’15

Major: Spanish 
Extracurricular Involvement: Women's 
cross-country and track and field; 
symphony orchestra (violin); Dearborne 
Tutoring Ministry in Chicago; teaching 
assistant for Dr. Tamara Townsend; 
Spanish conversation aide in the foreign 
languages department; participant in 
Milton Poetry Contest
Dream Job: If I don’t become a teacher, 
my dream job would include traveling 
the world, becoming a polyglot, and 
writing poetry and fiction in a cabin in the 
mountains.

s t u d e n t  n e W s 

Alumni Association Awards  
Senior Scholarships  
the Wheaton College Alumni 

Association Board of directors 

presented six students with senior 

scholarship Awards for the 2014-15 

academic year.
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Wheaton’s varsity golf programs became 
a family affair in July 2011 when the athletics 
department recruited Wheaton parents  
Kent and Janet Moore as head coaches for 
the men’s and women’s golf teams.

Kent, an accomplished amateur golfer 
and collegiate competitor at Purdue 
University, heads up the men’s team, and 
his wife, Janet, a member of the 1986  
Pac-10 All-Star Team at the University of 
Arizona, leads the women’s team. 

Janet says the opportunity for the couple  
to coach at Wheaton was a “prompting 
from the Lord.”

“We had been praying for a year 
wondering, How does the Lord want to 
use us this second part of our lives?” Janet 
says. “When the opportunity arose, God 
had been preparing our hearts, and here 
we are.”

The Moores joined their children 
Steven ’12 and Sarah ’14, who were 
standouts on Wheaton’s men’s and 
women’s golf teams at the time. Both 
Steven and Sarah were four-year CCIW  
All-Conference players. 

“As parents, we are so thankful 
the Lord led both of our children to 

Wheaton,” Janet says, noting that they 
appreciate spending time with them both 
on and off the course.

During Kent and Janet’s tenure as 
coaches, both the men’s and women’s 
teams have experienced growth. The 
women improved their finish at the 
conference tournament each year, leading 
up to a third place finish this fall, while  
the men were ranked in the top 25 
nationally for the first time in 2013. 

With a shared vision of competing  
in the NCAA national tournament,  
Kent and Janet see “many good things”  
as they look to the future. The women’s 
team’s freshman class was ranked  
in the Top 10 in the nation this past year,  
and the men's team will welcome  

W H EATON .EDU / A L U M N I
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The Moore family enjoys 
time on the links together 
in 2012. from left:  
Sarah Moore ’14,  
Kelly Skledar Moore ’11, 
Steven Moore ’12,  
Janet Moore, Kent Moore.

Sarah Moore ’14, left, and 
Steven Moore ’12, right,  
each earned four CCIW 
All-Conference honors 
as student-athletes at 
Wheaton. 

Family on the Fairways
A dynamic duo takes Wheaton’s varsity golf programs to the next level. 
by Brett Marhanka, Athletics Communications Director
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T H U N D E R  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

0.52.64 

national record 
time posted by 
Kirsten Nitz ’16 at the 
Division III Swimming 
Championships to  
win her second 
consecutive National 
Championship in the 
100-yard butterfly.

29 

consecutive 
innings thrown by 
Trey Martin ’14, the 
longest streak in 2014 
Division III baseball and 
the longest consecutive 
innings streak in Division 
III since 2006. Martin 
was named the 2014 
D3baseball.com Central 
Region Player of the 
Year, the CCIW Pitcher 
of the Year, and earned 
All-American honors.

21 

wins recorded in 
2013-14 by Ryan  
Kreis ’14, the 
Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association’s (ITA) 
2013-14 Central 
Region Player of the 
Year.

9:04.35 

school-record 
time set by James 
Waterman ’14 in  
the men’s 3,000-meter 
steeplechase in May  
2014. The time 
qualified him for the  
Division III Outdoor 
Track & Field 
Championships, 
where he earned All-
American recognition.

Wheaton,” Janet says, noting that they 
appreciate spending time with them both 
on and off the course.

During Kent and Janet’s tenure as 
coaches, both the men’s and women’s 
teams have experienced growth. The 
women improved their finish at the 
conference tournament each year, leading 
up to a third place finish this fall, while  
the men were ranked in the top 25 
nationally for the first time in 2013. 

With a shared vision of competing  
in the NCAA national tournament,  
Kent and Janet see “many good things”  
as they look to the future. The women’s 
team’s freshman class was ranked  
in the Top 10 in the nation this past year,  
and the men's team will welcome  

several new recruits to its roster  
this fall. 

When they’re not mentoring and 
coaching student-athletes at Wheaton 
five months out of the year, Kent 
and Janet enjoy competing in golf 
tournaments nationwide. A five-time 
Colorado state stroke play champion, 
and in 2001, the youngest inductee to 
the Colorado Golf Hall of Fame, Janet 
has competed in both the United States 
Women’s Amateur Championship 
and the U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur 
Championship.

Kent is also a Colorado Golf Hall of 
Famer who has won several state amateur 
championships and has competed in 
U.S. Amateur and U.S. Mid-Amateur 
Championships.

“Golf is a very difficult game,” Kent 
says. “Only when you have experienced 
the frustration it involves can you fully 
relate to student-athletes as they try so 
hard with sometimes less success than 
expected.” Janet adds, “There are times 
to push the players, and times to be their 
biggest fan. It is a balance.”

While their programs’ success is 
important to the Moores, they recognize 
there are some things in life more 
important than athletic victory.
“Coaching is less about golf, and 

more about using golf to learn godly 
principles,” Janet says. “I love praying 
with the players and being a part of 
their lives. I love these student-athletes 
like they are my own children. I am 
thankful to be coaching at a college that 
recognizes we are all here to love and 
serve Jesus.” 

Kent adds, “I always try to keep golf  
in perspective. Like everything else  
in life, our value needs to come from our  
relationship with Jesus Christ—not from  
our achievements.” 
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Football
9/6  Coe College 
9/13 Kalamazoo 
9/20 U. of Wis.-Eau Claire 
10/4 North Park (Homecoming) 
10/11 Augustana College  
10/18 Millikin   
10/25 North Central 
11/1 Elmhurst
11/8 Illinois Wesleyan 
 (Family Weekend) 
11/15 Carthage    
 
Men’s Soccer
8/29 Augsburg 
8/30 Whitworth
9/5 Calvin
9/6 Hope
9/9 Dominican   
9/12 Brooklyn 
9/13 Montclair   
9/17 Greenville   
9/19 Bethel   
9/23 U. of Chicago
9/26 Washington U.-St. Louis 
10/1 UW-Platteville  
10/3 Elmhurst    
10/11 Millikin    
10/15 Carthage   
10/18 Illinois Wesleyan  
10/25 North Central  
10/29 Augustana  
11/1 at North Park 
 
Women’s Soccer
8/29 Hope  
8/30 Alma  
9/5 St. Scholastica (Minn.)    

9/6 Concordia-Moorhead 
9/10 UW-Stevens Point 
9/13 Calvin 
9/17 Aurora 
9/20 Loras
9/24 UW-Eau Claire 
9/27 Washington U.-St. Louis
10/3 Elmhurst  
10/8 UW-Oshkosh 
10/11 Millikin
10/15 Carthage 
10/18 Illinois Wesleyan 
10/23 U. of Chicago 
10/25 North Central 
10/29 Augustana  
11/1 North Park   

Volleyball
8/29-30 Ponoma-Pitzer Tourn. 
9/5-6 Washington U.-St. Louis  
 Invite 
9/9 Lake Forest 
9/11 Benedictine
9/16 U. of Chicago 
9/19-20 Elmhurst Tourn. 
9/27 UW-Whitewater 
9/30 North Central 
10/3 Loras 
10/7 Elmhurst  
10/10-11 Calvin Tourn.
10/15 Illinois Wesleyan 
10/21 North Park 
10/24 Millikin Tourn. 
10/28 Augustana Tourn. 
11/1 Cornell (Iowa)  
11/1 Wartburg College 
11/4 Carthage  
11/7-8 CCIW Tourn. 

Women’s Tennis
8/30 Edgewood  
8/30 North Park   
9/11 Elmhurst    
9/13 Augustana   
9/19-20 ITA Regional  
9/23 North Central 
10/3 Illinois Wesleyan  
10/4 Millikin    
10/11 Carthage   
10/16-18 CCIW Tourn. 

Men’s and Women’s 
Cross Country
9/5 Aurora Cross Country Classic
9/20 ‘Gil Dodds’ Invitational 
9/26 COD Invitational 
10/11 UW-Parkside Invitational
10/18 UW-Oshkosh Invitational
11/1 CCIW Champ.
11/6 Cardinal Open
11/15 NCAA-Div.III Midwest Champ. 
11/22 NCAA-Div. III National Champ.

Women’s Golf
8/29-30 Tourn. on the Border 
9/5-6 Olivet Fall Invite  
9/9 North Central Fall Classic
9/12-13 Bethel Battle at Blackthorn
9/19-20 UW-Whitewater Fall Invite
10/2-4 CCIW Championships

Men’s Golf
8/29-30 Olivet Lou Collins Mem. 
9/5-6 Tim Kopka Mem. Tourn.
9/19-20 Millikin Invitational
9/29-30 Midwest Regional Classic 
10/5-6 Taylor Fall Invitational 

Wheaton Thunder Fall Sports Schedule 
Home contests are in bold. 

Most football, women’s soccer, and men’s soccer games are broadcast on WETN radio at 88.1 
FM and on the Internet at wetn.org. Live video of home football, men’s soccer, and women’s 
soccer contests are carried on WETN-TV (check local cable listings in the Wheaton area) and 
on the Internet at wetn.org.  Schedules are subject to change. For updated schedules, 
information, and live in-game statistics for many sports, visit athletics.wheaton.edu.
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Capture Your Wheaton Experience

Pepper Gross '15 

overlooks the desert 

in Wadi Rum, Jordan.

Pepper Gross ’15

Chandler Hutton-Lau ’14 

demonstrates his inner 

acrobat while Matthew 

Cardillo ’15 repels his 

aerial attack with ease. 

Meanwhile, Taylor Pride ’15  

approaches rapidly.

Taylor Pride ’15
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Students submitted more than 500 photographs for the second 

annual “Wheaton Experience” photo contest this year. Asked 

for images that epitomized their Wheaton experience, they sent 

in glimpses of everything from dorm raids to sunsets over the 

Black Hills. Judges from across campus selected 10 winning 

photographs (including the four seen here) and 10 honorable 

mentions. View the rest of the winning photographs online at 

wheaton.edu/photocontest.

Capture Your Wheaton Experience

The Wheaton swim 

team’s sophomore 

class prepares for 

their conference 

competition.

Jon Lait ’16

The Milky Way  

shines over glassy  

Long Lake.

Philip Christiansen ’16
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The high price of college today leaves some wondering— 

what’s a diploma really worth? Alumni across  

the decades weigh in on the value of their Wheaton education. 
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The high price of college today leaves some wondering— 

what’s a diploma really worth? Alumni across  

the decades weigh in on the value of their Wheaton education. 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

as a high school senior, Katie Van Doren ’13 planned to become a  

pharmacist. Accepted to six colleges and universities, she was offered an 

almost free ride to two schools, yet she wanted to attend Wheaton,  

her most expensive option.

Every year millions of high school seniors like Katie embark on a  

similar journey—the search for the right college. It’s a journey that will  

shape their lives, perhaps more than they realize, affording opportunities  

to explore, envision, and discover their vocation and calling. 

As tHe price tAg for A four-yeAr college educAtion climbs,  surpassing even the 
price of some homes, and the economy and job market recover sluggishly from the Great Recession, 

“return on investment” has become a more prevalent piece of the discussion, and the search for a 
college can be driven by the thought of securing a particular job in a lucrative field. 

Katie had applied to University of Missouri-Kansas City and Drake University because they 
offered direct-entry pharmacy programs, but in the end she chose Wheaton because she had been 
favorably impressed with the level of academics and the Christian environment, though she knew 
finances would be tight. “To be honest, as a high school senior, I wasn’t exactly sure how I was  
going to pay for the entire four years,” she admits. 

While at Wheaton, Katie wound up changing her major from biology to applied health sciences, 
and looks back now with gratitude for the opportunities she had to expand her horizons by  
serving as a teaching assistant for Dr. Susan Vendeland and pursuing a minor in biblical and 
theological studies. With a clear sense of calling, Katie’s now working toward a doctorate in physical 
therapy at the University of Missouri with plans to graduate in 2016, and to marry her college 
sweetheart Justin Chae ’14 in December. 

As for finances? Like 45 percent of her Wheaton peers, Katie graduated from Wheaton debt-free 
thanks to a Health Scholars Award, some outside scholarships, several grants, and the help of her 
parents and grandparents. (Wheaton began offering more merit-based aid in fall 2014, increasing the 
percentage of students who benefit from 25 to 55 percent. The average four-year debt for Wheaton 
students who borrow annually is $25,000—$4,000 below the national average.)
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By the Books, Wheaton has long fared Well on lists 
of top colleges,“best value” liberal arts colleges, and colleges that 
change lives. Recently, Wheaton ranked in the top 100 of the nation’s 

“Top ROI” schools. (See “Wheaton in the Rankings,” p. 18.)
In response to recent concerns over the value of a college degree in 

general, and the earning potential of liberal arts degrees in particular, the 
Association of American Colleges and Universities issued a report this 
year, based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau, regarding the pay-off 
of a liberal arts degree over the course of a career. 

Among the surprising key findings? At peak earning ages, those 
who majored as undergraduates in the humanities or social sciences 
earned more on average than those who majored as undergraduates in 
professional or preprofessional fields. 

But how does one measure the value of an education beyond the 
willingness of alumni to give back, or even the eventual “pay-off?” And 
what does all this mean for a Christian institution with a mission to serve 
Jesus Christ and advance His Kingdom?

For a sweeping perspective on Wheaton’s value and worth, we 
interviewed alumni across the decades. It is alumni, after all, who serve 
as the best possible illustrations of the worth of the College’s Christian 
liberal arts education—an education intended to produce students 
who are, in the words of the great reformer Martin Luther, “fit for 
everything,” but also an education for the purpose John Milton so aptly 
described: “To know God aright, and out of that knowledge to love him, 
to imitate him, to be like him.”   

Nearly every alumni member surveyed spoke about the importance of 
their lifelong friendships with other Wheaton graduates. Following are their 
stories—and the reasons why they would choose Wheaton all over again.

2000s: Moral grounding & internship opportunities
Dr. Rachel Rienstra Liao ’07 graduated with her Ph.D. in biological 
sciences from Harvard University in November 2013, after studying 
the genomes of cancer cells for five years. She began a post-doctoral 
fellowship last September that involves looking for cellular differences 
that might contribute to cancer development, and researching drugs that 
might target specific types of cancer. 

Rachel could have gone anywhere for her undergraduate degree, but 
her parents believe strongly in the value of a Christian liberal arts start, so 
she limited the search to Christian colleges and universities. 

Her father, Mark Rienstra, says, “Today there is so much pressure to 
get a degree from the ‘best’ colleges. Sometimes Christian parents might 
ask themselves, ‘Is it going to be a detriment to get a degree from a 
Christian college?’”

While at Wheaton, Rachel began research on lung and esophageal 
cancers through an internship program established a number of years ago 
by Dr. David Sugarbaker ’75, chief of thoracic surgery at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, and professor of surgery at Harvard Medical School. 

Rachel says of her time at Wheaton, “I appreciate the faculty who took 
the time to talk about the questions I had, to pray with me, and to work 
though the ethical quandaries of the field.”

Rachel’s brother Joel ’10 followed her to Wheaton. A business/
economics and communication double major, he began his own company, 
Reel-to-Real Video Solutions, five years ago, and last year started a 
streaming broadcast company, Streambyte.tv. “Wheaton is a big part of 
where I am today,” he says, noting that many of his companies’ operating 
principles are rooted in the business and communication courses he took 
with Drs. P. J. Hill and Em Griffin HON. 

Their mother, Dianna, a CFO herself, visited Joel’s business ethics class 
while he was a student, and came away with a deep appreciation for the 
instruction she sees as “missing in the business world today.” She says, “I 
knew then that we had made a really good choice in encouraging both of 
our children to attend Wheaton.”

1990s: a niMBle degree
For political science major Leslie Schoonmaker Dunlap ’91, participating 
in the Wheaton in Washington program and completing two part-time 
internships in the U.S. capital helped refine her interests in public policy, 
and the Wheaton connections she made there paved the way for her first job 
working for then Congressman J. Dennis Hastert ’64. She next worked for 
then Congressman Rick White, and later served as a lobbyist for a decade. 

Leslie met her husband, Jon Dunlap ’90, at Wheaton, and says that the 
biblical worldview they both developed as undergrads has led them to 
make some decidedly countercultural decisions. They downsized their 
home, and Leslie recently gave up a fulfilling job because it no longer fit 
their family life. 

In the midst of starting up her own consulting practice, Leslie feels that 
her grounding in the liberal arts has made her more nimble and “able to 
readjust to changes in the vocational needs of society than those who have 
training in one particular area.”  

1980s: entrée and strategic connections
Like Leslie, Hasana Pennant Sisco ’86, a native of Jamaica who majored 
in chemistry and serves as vice president for global safety, health, and 
environment for EcoLab Inc., knows from experience that a liberal arts 
background has the potential to open doors daily.  

“Entry into conversation is the entry into relationship, and the  
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While at Wheaton, Rachel began research on lung and esophageal 
cancers through an internship program established a number of years ago 
by Dr. David Sugarbaker ’75, chief of thoracic surgery at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, and professor of surgery at Harvard Medical School. 

Rachel says of her time at Wheaton, “I appreciate the faculty who took 
the time to talk about the questions I had, to pray with me, and to work 
though the ethical quandaries of the fi eld.”

Rachel’s brother Joel ’10 followed her to Wheaton. A business/
economics and communication double major, he began his own company, 
Reel-to-Real Video Solutions, fi ve years ago, and last year started a 
streaming broadcast company, Streambyte.tv. “Wheaton is a big part of 
where I am today,” he says, noting that many of his companies’ operating 
principles are rooted in the business and communication courses he took 
with Drs. P. J. Hill and Em Griffi n HON. 

Their mother, Dianna, a CFO herself, visited Joel’s business ethics class 
while he was a student, and came away with a deep appreciation for the 
instruction she sees as “missing in the business world today.” She says, “I 
knew then that we had made a really good choice in encouraging both of 
our children to attend Wheaton.”

����s��A�NIMBLE�DEGREE
For political science major Leslie Schoonmaker Dunlap ’91, participating 
in the Wheaton in Washington program and completing two part-time 
internships in the U.S. capital helped refi ne her interests in public policy, 
and the Wheaton connections she made there paved the way for her fi rst job 
working for then Congressman J. Dennis Hastert ’64. She next worked for 
then Congressman Rick White, and later served as a lobbyist for a decade. 

Leslie met her husband, Jon Dunlap ’90, at Wheaton, and says that the 
biblical worldview they both developed as undergrads has led them to 
make some decidedly countercultural decisions. They downsized their 
home, and Leslie recently gave up a fulfi lling job because it no longer fi t 
their family life. 

In the midst of starting up her own consulting practice, Leslie feels that 
her grounding in the liberal arts has made her more nimble and “able to 
readjust to changes in the vocational needs of society than those who have 
training in one particular area.”  

����s��ENTRÉE�AND�STRATEGIC�CONNECTIONS
Like Leslie, Hasana Pennant Sisco ’86, a native of Jamaica who majored 
in chemistry and serves as vice president for global safety, health, and 
environment for EcoLab Inc., knows from experience that a liberal arts 
background has the potential to open doors daily.  

“Entry into conversation is the entry into relationship, and the 

entry into relationship is the entry into opportunities,” she says. 
The exposure to multiple disciplines has also proven to be a distinct 

advantage. “Although my career thus far has been solely in the chemical 
industry, I have had to navigate marketing, export sales, regulations, and 
cultural exchanges,” she says, adding that science-specifi c graduates might 
not have the same preparation for “the many things that impact the way you 
do business and interact broadly with people. That’s the benefi t of Wheaton.”

Unlike Hasana and Leslie, economics major Mike Bontrager ’82 was 
not always a believer in the value of the liberal arts. Founder and CEO 
of Chatham Financial, the world’s largest independent interest rate and 
currency risk adviser, Mike says, “I had to take a lot of courses that 
I thought were completely worthless at Wheaton.” Looking back, he now 
realizes that the seeds of life-enriching appreciations for art, music, and 
literature were planted in those general education courses. Today as he 
looks for employees, curiosity is one of the biggest factors he considers. 

“We quite frankly love liberal arts graduates because these are people 
who know how to think in a wide range of areas.” 

Mike landed his fi rst job by asking for an introduction to a classmate’s 
father who worked in international banking. The friend’s father set up 
some interviews, and as a result, Mike had a job with Chemical Bank 
before graduation.  

He says of Wheaton connections, “Those networks are powerful for 
friendship, for opportunities, and for fi nding what your calling is.”

Chatham now has its share of Wheaton alumni employees, and Mike 
notes, “One of the leaders of our group recently pointed out a few Wheaties 
to me and said, ‘Wherever you found them, can you fi nd more?’” 

(To network with Wheaton alumni, join Wheaton in Network or We10 
at win.wheaton.edu or wheaton.edu/we10.)

����s��A�FRAMEWORK�FOR�FACING�THE�HARD�STUFF
Why does God allow evil? For Grace Tazelaar ’72, R.N. ’70, missions 
director with Nurses Christian Fellowship, this question and the answer she 
learned at Wheaton have proved foundational for her work among the poor 
and underserved—both here and abroad. A biology major, Grace spent more 
than six years serving as a missionary in Uganda at the very beginning of the 
AIDS crisis, doing community health development work. 

“Initially in Uganda, we were just putting one foot in front of the other. 
The crisis was huge. There was no cure, and no treatment. Thirty-three 
percent of our adult population was HIV positive, and we knew we were 
going to have lots of orphans,” she says. She remembers crying out to God 
at the time, even as they presented a biblical message of abstinence before 
marriage, and fi delity in marriage. 

She sat on the patient care and ethics subcommittee of the national 
AIDS Control Program (ACP) in Uganda, and says the critical thinking 
skills she learned at Wheaton helped in making the diffi cult decisions 
about how to allocate the limited resources.  
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TIPS�FOR�PARENTS��

BEGINNING�THE�COLLEGE�SEARCH

The Wheaton College Parent Council, a group of parents 

who help with hospitality and serve as a resource to the 

College, off ers the following advice for prospective parents: 

START�EARLY���Jill and Paul DeHaven began researching 

scholarships and fi nancial aid when their daughters, 

Johanna ’13, M.A. ’15 and Karin ’14, M.A. ’16, were sophomores 

in high school. Lamont and Bo Tyler also sat down with 

daughter Alexa ’15 during the spring of her sophomore year to 

show her how to research schools online.

BE�A�RESOURCE���With six children including JJ ’12, 

Erika ’13, and Bridget ’16, Jeff  Oslund ’86 and Alison Thorfeldt 

Oslund ’86 encouraged their children to check with the high 

school guidance offi  ce to see what scholarships might be 

available, and helped them think through the pros and cons of 

each college they considered. “We tried to remain neutral, and 

let them make the decision themselves.”

DEVELOP�AN�INTERVIEW�STRATEGY�  Jeff  and Alison 

have learned it’s wise to set up interviews at schools that may 

not be your childrens’ fi rst choice earlier in the process to 

“get practice answering typical interview questions before 

interviewing with their top schools.” Lamont Tyler also advised 

his daughter, “Be prepared. Learn how to talk about your 

interests and accomplishments in a humble way, and to be 

clear about who you are.” 

PRAY���Kent ’85 and Cindy Neff  Cochrum ’85 have four 

children, including Jared ’12, Drew ’14, and Caleb ’17. Along with 

the rest of the Parent Council, they recommend a prayer-fi lled 

approach. Kent says, “Take time to discuss the possibilities 

with an open mind. Trust that the Lord cares for your children 

more than you can imagine, and that he will lead them to the 

school where he can mold them into men and women who love 

and serve him.” Though fi nances were tight for the DeHavens 

due to an unexpected job loss, Jill adds, “We prayed a lot and 

trusted the Lord would provide what we needed. We have 

been overwhelmed with God’s faithfulness.”

Read advice for today’s Wheaton students from Dr. V. Gilbert 

Beers ’50 as well as tips from more Wheaton parents in the 

online version of the magazine at wheaton.edu/whywheaton.  
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“In God’s mercy and grace,” she says, Uganda became a leader in AIDS 
prevention. Through these experiences and more, she has witnessed how 

“God redeems the evil that Satan intends and uses it for his good.”    

����s��AN�EXPANDED�WORLDVIEW
For many, the Wheaton experience is limited to four years on campus, 
but for David Amsler ’63 it’s ongoing. As a former president of the 
Alumni Association and retired Advancement staff member, David has 
an insider’s perspective on campus leadership, and appreciates that “the 
core mission of the College has never been lost.” 

A Florida high school baseball champ, he turned down athletic scholarships 
to come play for Coach Lee Pfund ’49 at Wheaton, “where baseball was 
wet and cold.” Majoring in history, David went on to graduate school, and 
became a principal at the age of 24. He retired after 32 years in education, 
having served as superintendent for Illinois Districts 201 and 105. 

Along with three other school superintendents, David founded the 
Educational Research and Development Institute (ERDI), an organization 
that helps businesses market their products and services to schools, with 
encouragement from Wheaton friends and ServiceMaster executives 
Dr. Ken Wessner ’44, L.L.D. ’90, Bill Pollard ’60, and Chuck Stair ’63. 
ServiceMaster became the organization’s fi rst corporate client, and David 
still serves as the corporate secretary 29 years later. 

More than just career-building, David says Wheaton has been a source of 
connections with “people, places, sports, music, art, ideas, spirituality, theology, 
history, and travel.” He and his wife, Sue, began traveling every other year 
with seven other Wheaton couples after their 25th reunion, a tradition that 
continues. “In so many ways, Wheaton has enlarged my worldview,” he says. 

����s�AND�����s��SPHERES�OF�INFLUENCE�AND�INSPIRATION
“Our class was mission bound,” remembers Rev. Jack MacDonald ’49, 
who attended Wheaton with martyrs Jim Elliot ’49 and Ed McCully ’49. 
Over the course of his career, Jack pastored a church for eight years, and 
served with The Evangelical Alliance Mission (TEAM) for 38 years, 
spending 20 of those years as a missionary in Venezuela. He retired in 
1992 as assistant director for the Wheaton-based organization.

A Spanish major, Jack came to Wheaton with his wife, Miriam, after he 
graduated from the Philadelphia School of the Bible. “From the time 
I was 12 or 13, I knew I wanted to be a preacher,” he says, adding that 
he began to preach on the streets of Chicago at just 16 years of age. 

He credits his successful years of ministry fi rst to the Lord, but 
second to the infl uence of numerous great men, including Dr. William 

“Billy” McCarrell, Sr. D.D. ’41, pastor of Cicero Bible Church, and 
J. C. Macaulay, former pastor of Wheaton Bible Church. 
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WHEATON�IN�THE�RANKINGS

one of the Top 100 ROI Colleges  
  (Forbes 2014)

one of the 41 Best Buy Colleges and Universities 
  (Fiske Guide to Colleges 2014)

one of the Top 100 Best College Values 
  (The Ultimate Guide to America’s Best Colleges 2013) 

#15  The Best 20 College Campuses in the U.S. 
  (The Business Insider 2013)

 #3 Most Religious Students 

 #8 Best-Run College

 #15 Best Science Lab Facilities 

 #16 Best Quality of Life
  (Princeton Review College Ratings)  (Princeton Review College Ratings)

CULTIVATING�GENEROUS�GIVERS

71%

OF�WHEATON�
ALUMNI have 
given a fi nancial 
gi�  to the College 
at some point 
in their lifetime.

OF�WHEATON�
STUDENTS 
receive some 
form of 
fi nancial aid.

OF�NEW�
WHEATON�
FRESHMEN will 
receive a merit 
scholarship.

85%

$22,700 
average fi nancial aid package awarded to incoming freshmen

1/� amount of education subsidized by the Wheaton Fund

$25 million awarded annually* 

55% 
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“When I wanted advice and help, I would go to see these godly men,” 
Jack says, noting that he was also influenced by President Emeritus V. 
Raymond Edman HON, his Bible professors, and his Spanish professor, 
Louis Rasera, who helped prepare him for a life of cross-cultural 
experiences. Coming full circle, Jack has in turn enjoyed mentoring 
missionaries, Wheaton students included. He retired in 2009 from his 
position as missions pastor at the Grace Bible Church in Elmhurst, Ill., 
the same church he pastored before graduating from Wheaton.  

Like Jack, Dr. V. Gilbert Beers ’50 came to Wheaton at a time when 
missionary fervor ran high. An author, publisher, editor of Christianity 
Today, and president of Scripture Press, Gil grew up in poverty on 
a post-Depression-era grain farm with no electricity or running water. 
He attended elementary school in a one-room rural school with a total 
of eight students for eight grades. 

“For two years, we lived in a railroad boxcar with meals in an open-
faced garage, made of used paving bricks,” he says. “The thought of 
attending an incredible place like Wheaton College was beyond dreams. 
Utterly impossible, both academically and financially.”

Students from Northern Baptist Seminary came to practice their 
preaching at his rural church, and wound up inspiring him to “to think 
beyond our cow pasture.” He applied to Northern’s theological college, 
and later transferred to Wheaton. 

“The atmosphere at Wheaton College was exciting, with friends who 
shared the same ideals and Christian values,” Gil says. “Many were also 
headed into career ministry, with a strong sense of purpose. Professors 
were vibrant Christians who not only taught subjects, but challenged life 
and thinking. They were role models for what I hoped to become.” 

At Wheaton, Gil met his wife of 64 years, Arlisle Felten Beers ’52, 
and began a lifetime of service to the College that has included acting 
as trustee and trustee emeritus for 39 years, and “working with dozens 
of God’s choicest servants—board  members, faculty and staff, student 
leaders, and four of Wheaton’s presidents.

“Connecting with Christian leaders such as these has challenged me to 
be the kind of person I want to be, and God wants me to be,” he says.

More than that, Gil says at Wheaton, “I was refined in God’s workshop, 
preparing me for the rigors of graduate studies, and shaping my personal 
life to meet any and all challenges that have come along.” 

Like it has done for so many students through the decades, Wheaton 
College helped Gil “to dream larger and more challenging dreams.” He says, 
“It increased my vision and gave me challenge and strength to ‘go for it.’”

*Wheaton College has granted over $25 million to undergraduate students 
each of the past two years in the form of merit and need-based awards from 
endowed scholarships, spendable gifts from donors, the College’s budgeted 
funds, and federal and state grants. All other statistics, infographics, and 
calculations gathered from Wheaton’s Office of Institutional Research, 
Financial Aid, Undergraduate Admissions, and alumni surveys conducted 
between 2008–12. Read more about the value of a Wheaton education at 
wheaton.edu/whywheaton. 
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STUDENT�STATISTICS

62%
of 2012 
undergraduates 
completed 
internships 
while at 
Wheaton

99%
graduate 
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rate (vs. 87% 
national avg.)

95%
of Wheaton students are 
employed, a�ending grad 
school, or in the military within 
six months of graduation
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21% worldwide ministry 
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6% law, government 
  and foreign service

3% arts

2% science and research

144524_14-33.indd   19 7/26/14   1:17 PM



“I have observed that there is one issue that students—and all 
people—struggle with above all others: God loves you. When we understand this 
intellectually, and when we embrace it emotionally, it will allow us to do what 
God calls us to do: to love God with all our hearts.”                               

—Chaplain Emeritus Stephen Kellough ’70

Commemorating the quarter-century tenure of 
Wheaton’s longest-serving chaplain

a Chaplain
  for Life by Beau Westlund ’14 
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who initially set out to teach.
God had other plans, however. Summer internships at various parish 

ministries during his time in seminary—including a pastoral 
internship at a small church in Lakota Sioux Territory in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota—helped him discern his calling to the ministry. 
He was ordained by the Presbyterian Church USA in 1975 and 
completed a D.Min. at Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis in 
1984, while serving for ten years as pastor of Forreston Grove 
Presbyterian Church in Illinois. When he was called to serve at 
Wheaton in 1989, he was spending a sabbatical year as chaplain and 
professor at Tyndale Theological Seminary in Amsterdam.

During his 25 years at Wheaton, Chaplain Kellough served for  
4 years with Dr. J. Richard Chase, 17 years with Dr. Duane Litfin,  
and 4 years with Dr. Philip Graham Ryken ’88. 

“It’s very symmetrical,” he muses, smiling before proceeding to 
confess, “The period between 1970 and 1989 was 19 years with four 
chaplains, and then only one chaplain for 25 years—that’s kind of 
sobering to me.” 

Looking back, Chaplain Kellough says the past 25 years represent 
three distinct phases: a spiritual emphasis through small groups from 
the mid-80s to the 90s; worship renewal sparked by the spiritual 
revival of 1995, “when contemporary Christian music was gaining 
ground and students were thirsting for corporate worship together” in 
the mid-to-late 90s and 2000s; and in more recent years since 9/11, a 
movement toward social justice. 

“I think campus is at a very healthy spiritual level right now,” 
Chaplain Kellough says. “The biggest challenge facing students 
today is knowing that they’re loved by God, especially in Wheaton’s 
performance-based, perfectionist-driven college culture. There is a 
huge need to embrace the love of God—to know and to believe and 
have confidence that God loves you and is for you.” 

People First
While Chaplain Kellough’s official role is to plan and carry out the 
90 chapel services that occur each year, he prioritized meeting with 
students over all else. 
“I love it when students seek me out for conversation and prayer,”  

he says. 
Simeon Sham ’12 worked with Chaplain Kellough as an 

undergraduate, first as a resident assistant and then as a chapel band 
leader, witnessing Chappy K’s personal investment in students’ 
spiritual growth.

“It’s been quite a ride.”
These words, spoken by Chaplain Emeritus Stephen Kellough ’70 at  
his retirement celebration in Coray Alumni Gymnasium, perfectly 
encapsulate the quarter-century journey of Wheaton College’s 
longest-serving chaplain. He concluded his chaplaincy on August 1, 
2014, exactly 25 years after he began his service to the College  
in 1989. 

Over the years, Chaplain Kellough has served campus in a variety 
of ways. He was the architect of approximately 2,250 chapel services 
attended by some 15,000 Wheaton students, faculty, staff, and 
administration now spread around the globe. He has also overseen  
and guided small group ministries and facilitated campus visits and 
events, including serving as a personal escort for Billy ’43, LITT.D ’56 
and Ruth Bell Graham ’43, LITT.D ’75  during 1993 commencement, 
guiding students through the spiritual revival of 1995, and acting on 
occasion as the Harley-Davidson marshal during the College’s annual 
student orientation parade (also known as the “Mastodon March”).

According to Dr. Dorothy Chappell, Wheaton’s dean of natural  
and social sciences, who served on the search committee for the 
chaplaincy, his biblical and theological education played a large role in 
his hire—as well as his compelling personality. 

“Our search committee saw in Dr. Kellough a humble person 
dedicated to the Lord and the authority of Scripture, a sensitive person 
whose dedication to the spiritual needs of students was immense,”  
she says. “He is a person with a great sense of humor, and one who is 
very approachable.”

After 25 years, she believes that the “personal characteristics we saw 
in the initial interview . . . have played out well. 

“He has held tightly to the theological distinctives of evangelicals, 
and has great respect for the wide variety of expressions of  
the great diversity of students, faculty, and staff on our campus,”  
Dr. Chappell says. 

History in the Making
Chaplain Kellough, or “Chappy K,” as students affectionately refer to 
him today, has been associated with Wheaton College for much of his 
life, as he attended Wheaton for his junior year. He then transferred  
to Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, where he completed a 
bachelor’s degree in biology before earning a Th.M. from Dallas 
Theological Seminary in 1974.

“The call to ministry wasn’t easy, and wasn’t quick—I really went to 
seminary to answer theological questions,” says Chaplain Kellough,  

Wheaton’s Chaplains
Evan Welsh ’27, D.D. ’55

1955–70
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Wheaton’s Chaplains

community of faith and to find our help in the Lord.” 
Though he may have felt shaken, others say he appeared as resolute 

as usual. Marilyn Brenner, who has served as ministry associate for 
care and administration in the chaplain's office for the past 18 years, 
remembers the event, and Chaplain Kellough’s resolve, well. 

“Over the years, I’ve been witness to Chaplain Kellough’s wisdom 
and compassion as he’s helped navigate the College and individuals 
through times of loss and crisis,” Marilyn says. “I’ve been grateful for 
his humility, which warmly welcomes the ideas of his staff; his humor; 
the depth of his prayer life; and especially his even-keeled nature. The 
Lord’s grace and faithfulness have seen Chaplain Kellough and the 
College through the joys, challenges, and vicissitudes of the past 25 
years, and I trust the Lord’s provident love and care for the Kelloughs 
will continue to be evident in his next assignment for them, and for 
each day in the adventure to come.”

 
The Open Road
Chaplain Kellough met his wife, Linda Burgess ’69, a conservatory 
student and organist, during his sophomore year as a student at North 
Central. When she came to his home church in Maywood to play the 
organ, he volunteered to drive her back to Wheaton after the services, 
and that soon became a pattern. They started dating shortly thereafter, 
and Steve transferred to Wheaton for his junior year of study. He spent 
much time at Linda’s place of residence, which happened to be the 
home of Chaplain Evan Welsh ’27, D.D. ’55 and his wife, Olena Mae 
Hendrickson Welsh ’41. In time, Chaplain Welsh officiated the young 

“He was always really supportive,” Simeon says. “He’d always greet 
me with a smile, and his eyes would light up. He had a lot more 
energy than what I even have.”

Simeon and many others note that Chaplain Kellough has proven 
adept at balancing the dual roles of providing a public spiritual 
presence for the entire campus while also being available to students, 
staff, and administrators as an attentive confidante and prayer warrior. 
“I learned from Steve, was encouraged by Steve, and was ministered 

to by Steve during those 17 years, as he was pastor to this entire 
community,” President Emeritus Duane Litfin said at Chaplain 
Kellough’s retirement reception. “I suspect not least because of 
Stephen Kellough, I finished my time at Wheaton College a more 
graceful person than when I started.”

Clayton Keenon ’05, ministry associate for discipleship and graduate 
chapel at Wheaton, knew Chaplain Kellough as a student, and worked 
with him for four years as a colleague in the chaplain’s office. His 
admiration has only grown over time. 

“He’s a public figure that people can rely on, but also someone who 
can poke fun at himself,” Clayton says, adding that he has made the 
chaplain’s office “a place where there is calm and peace, and a place 
that is ready to receive people who are in need.”

A strong spiritual leader, Chaplain Kellough arranged for an 
impromptu chapel on the morning of September 11, 2001 along with  
Provost Stan Jones.

Chaplain Kellough recalls the uncertainty of the moment. He says 
of the service, “It was a statement of our need to gather together as a 

Dr. Stephen Kellough ’70 

1989–2014

Dr. James Hutchens ’60 

1970–72

Rev. H. Leroy (Pat) Patterson ’40

1972–83

Dr. Vic Gordon

1983–88

Did you know…

“Chappy K” is a nickname that originated in a class film in the late 90s

Chappy K’s early jobs included managing a pool hall, driving a school 
bus, serving as a gas station attendant, working as a laborer at the 
Buck Equipment Company in Cincinnati, Ohio, as a brakeman on 
the B&O Railroad, and working in the seminary book room where 
he put in many hours and acquired many books at discounted prices. 
He has also enjoyed hobbies ranging from horseback riding (English 
saddle) to baseball, golf, ice hockey, motorcycle riding, trumpet,  
piano, and pocket billiards.

Chappy K opens most of his public prayers with the words: “Great 
God and loving Lord.” 

Chaplain Kellough prepares for the 2013 “Mastodon March” 
orientation parade on his Harley-Davidson Springer Softail. 
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“He jumps right in, does bike blessings and stuff like that,” Mark 
says, explaining that by bike blessings, he means approaching other 
motorcyclists and offering to pray for their safety. “Almost all riders 
are open to it, and will even share specific prayer concerns.”

On August 2, Chaplain Kellough officially began a sabbatical 
year for refreshment, renewal, rest, and an intentional time of 
discernment—waiting on the Lord to learn what the next chapter 
of life and ministry will look like. While he and Linda are open to 
whatever God has in store, their priority is to actively participate in 
local church ministry in the Chicago area. They plan to remain near 
family so as not to be accused of “grandtwin negligence.” He also 
hopes to write a devotional book for college students, drawing on his 
experience and interest in the spiritual formation of 18-22 year-olds. 

“Following the call of God to the chaplaincy of Wheaton College 
has been always and most importantly a journey with Jesus and for 
Jesus,” Chaplain Kellough says, reflecting on his tenure. “I’ll always be 
a pastor—I just don’t know what the sheep will look like for this next 
chapter of pastoral ministry.” 

In his final chapel message on Jesus’ Parable of the Talents, he closed 
with these words: “God always judges his people by their faithfulness—
what we do with what we have. When our master returns and inspects 
what we have done with our talents, the evaluation will be made on 
the principle of faithfulness. The number of gifts will not matter. The 
raw talent and ability will not matter. What will matter is this—have 
we been faithful with what we have been given?”
Send your photos and memories of Chaplain Kellough to editor@wheaton.edu.

couple’s wedding (during Linda’s commencement weekend—May 
31, 1969), and was instrumental as a spiritual mentor and friend who 
encouraged them in their path into the ministry.

The couple celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary this year,  
and look forward to spending more time with their “grandtwins”— born 
to son Jeffrey Kellough ’98 and his wife Sheralynn Manasse Kellough ’00 
in November 2011—also known as “the delight of our lives.” Chaplain 
Kellough describes babysitting as an incredibly fulfilling ministry.

To recharge from the demands of chapels, sermons, prayer meetings, 
devotionals, and campus crises, Chaplain Kellough occasionally goes 
riding on his 2006 Springer Softtail motorcycle, which he claims “is 
the best model Harley-Davidson has ever built.” His father was a 
motorcycle policeman while working his way through law school, and 
Chaplain Kellough attributes his initial love of biking to this. 

“I owned a motorcycle before I owned a car,” he says. “Usually I 
just like to get out for a couple hours on country roads, breathe in the 
country air, and thank God for the beauty of creation.” 

He rode 1,000 miles to Sturgis, South Dakota, in August of 2003 
with Wheaton College electricians Mark Cruse and Mark Stevens 
’80, decked in his black leather jacket, helmet, and chaps (his license 
plate reads “Chaps 4”). The 100th anniversary of Harley-Davidson 
at Sturgis that year drew more than a half-million bikers to a town 
of only 7,000 people. While there for the event, Chaplain Kellough 
enjoyed connecting with Christians in the biker community.

Mark Cruse, who has been with Wheaton College’s physical 
plant for 31 years, has ridden with Chaplain Kellough many times. 

Dr. Stephen Kellough ’70 

1989–2014

from left: Evan Welsh ’27, D.D. ’55 officiates the 
wedding of Chaplain Kellough and Linda Burgess 
Kellough ’69 in May 1969; Chaplain Kellough with 
Billy Graham ’43, LITT. D. ’56 at 1993 commencement; 
Chaplain Kellough with his wife, Linda ’69, son Jeffrey 
S. Kellough ’98 and Sheralynn Manasse Kellough 

’00, and twin grandchildren Luke and Brielynn, born 
November 15, 2011. 
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A Reasonable Defense

For his boldness in defending biblical Christianity, 

Dr. William Lane Craig ’71 received the  

2014 Distinguished Service to Society Award from 

the Wheaton College Alumni Association.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

He is the only debater I know of who has made a career of using public 
debate as a form of Christian witness and testimony, following the 
format of the famed Lincoln-Douglas debates.” 

With Professor of New Testament Emeritus Dr. Alan Johnson HON, 
Bill studied E. J. Carnell’s Introduction to Christian Apologetics, finding 
answers to the questions he really cared about.

Just prior to graduation, Bill bought the book Resurrection of Theism 
at a bookstore sale. Little did he know how much this book would 
shape his future. He credits the author, Dr. Stuart Hackett ’47, professor 
of philosophy at Wheaton, with his revival of the Kalam cosmological 
argument.  

“The book was revolutionary for me. I had to find out if  
Dr. Hackett was right,” says Bill, noting that the topic became the 
subject of his doctoral dissertation and first book. In fact, according  
to the Cambridge Companion to Atheism (2007), “more articles  
have been published about Craig’s defense of the Kalam argument 
than have been published about any other philosopher’s contemporary 
formulation of an argument for God’s existence.”

After graduating magna cum laude from Wheaton, Bill worked for 
Campus Crusade for Christ International, where he met his wife, Jan. 
The two married the following year, with President Emeritus Hudson 
Armerding ’41 and Dr. Evan Welsh ’27, D.D. ’55 presiding jointly over 
the ceremony. 

Bill then began his graduate studies, earning a master’s degree in 
philosophy of religion and another master’s in church history and the 
history of Christian thought from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. 
He also holds a Ph.D. from the University of Birmingham in England, 
and a D.Theol. from the University of Munich. 

Returning to the United States to teach at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, he began receiving invitations to debate at universities. “I thought 
my debating days were over, but I learned that it was really the best way to 
draw a crowd of non-believers,” he explains. 

Debates became an ongoing practice through which he brought 

the two tasks that face responsible Christians: “that of saving the 
soul, and that of saving the mind . . . Save the university and you save 
western civilization, and therewith, the world.”

These words inspired Bill “to keep one foot in the university and 
one foot in popular culture” as he began the web-based ministry, 
Reasonable Faith, seven years ago. 

A research professor of philosophy at Biola University’s Talbot 
School of Theology for the last 20 years, Bill had been debating and 
speaking about theological issues on university campuses for 25 years. 
Then he happened to watch an interview on Larry King Live in which 
a guest could offer no rational explanation for his belief in God. This 
interview served as a call to action for Bill, and he soon launched 
his Reasonable Faith ministry to provide an intelligent, articulate 
Christian perspective on issues of faith in the popular realm.  

Since that time, Bill has debated noted philosophers and theologians 
the world over, proving so formidable an opponent that atheist Sam 
Harris called him “the one Christian apologist who seems to have put 
the fear of God into many of my fellow atheists.” 

Born in Peoria, Illinois, Bill became a Christian at 16 and realized 
then that he wanted to spend his life spreading the truth of the gospel. 
“My conversion and my call to vocational Christian service were 
simultaneous,” he says.   

A debate champion in high school, Bill further developed his rhetorical 
skills during his years at Wheaton, laying the groundwork for his 
teaching and ministry and sparking his interest in Christian apologetics. 

Professor of Communication Emeritus Dr. Ed Hollatz G.S. ’55 
wrote, “Bill was one of my finest championship debaters at Wheaton, 
winning first place in a number of national and regional tournaments. 

Why do you believe in God? 
If you’re like many believers, you’ve been asked this question, or 
something similar, at one time or another. Maybe you’ve even 
prepared your reply. Few Christians are as ready to respond to 
this query as Dr. William Lane Craig ’71, who continues to earn 
international acclaim defending theism in televised debates  
with well-known atheists.

Dubbed “Christian philosophy’s boldest apostle” by The Chronicle 
Review, Bill’s debates with scientists and philosophers appear on 
YouTube, drawing audiences of more than a million strong. 

One of the most highly regarded philosophers of religion and 
Christian apologists in the world today, Bill says several formative 
experiences—those that shaped his thinking and inspired his vision—
happened at Wheaton. For this reason, he says, “I owe an incalculable 
debt to Wheaton College.” 

The vision presented by Charles Malik one September morning 
in 1980 when the Billy Graham Center was dedicated, for instance, 
resonates with Bill today. The former Lebanese ambassador to the 
United States and president of the United Nations, Malik spoke about 
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Dr. William Lane Craig ’71 most 
recently debated atheist Sean 
Carroll, a physicist and theoretical 
cosmologist from the California Institute 
of Technology. Since that time, Bill 
has been preparing to present the 
Cadbury Lectures at the University of 
Birmingham, England, on his current 
research regarding God and abstract 
objects. He and his wife, Jan, have two 
married children.

vitality to the Evangelical Philosophical Society during his tenure as 
president from 1996 to 2005. He also helped broaden the society’s vision 
by founding a journal and initiating regular apologetics conferences. 

Before joining the faculty at Biola, Bill spent seven years as a visiting 
scholar at the University of Louvain in Belgium. He has authored  
or edited more than 40 books, including Reasonable Faith: Christian 
Truth and Apologetics.

At Wheaton, Dr. Jay Wood, professor of philosophy, regularly assigns 
his students readings from Bill’s body of work. Dr. Wood says, “My 
own thinking on several topics in the philosophy of religion have been 
significantly influenced by Dr. Craig’s writings, especially his views on 
divine providence.” 

As with his writing, Bill hopes through his teaching to influence 
the next generations of scholars. He strongly believes that to impact 
society and the university, Christians must do scholarly apologetics, 
and so he encourages his students to pursue advanced degrees. When 
he began teaching at Talbot, he and his colleagues hoped to see at 
least 20 graduates go on to earn Ph.D.s. in 20 years. Instead he reports 
enthusiastically that over 100 of these graduates have completed Ph.D.s 
and are now teaching at colleges and universities worldwide. 

One of Bill’s former Trinity students and now colleague, Dr. Paul 
Copan, Pledger Family Chair of Philosophy and Ethics at Palm Beach 
Atlantic University, has authored more than 25 books and, like Bill, 
helps keep theistic viewpoints before university and mainstream 
audiences. He says, “the breadth of Bill’s scholarship, the rigor of his 
argumentation, and the depth of his commitment to Christ’s kingdom 
have been a steady, robust source of encouragement and inspiration to 
me and to so many others.” 

Though much has happened since the starry night of Bill’s 
conversion to Christianity, his primary focus remains the same. He 
says, “That moment changed my whole life, because I realized that 
if this were really the truth, I could do nothing else than devote my 
entire life to spreading this message.” 

He is the only debater I know of who has made a career of using public 
debate as a form of Christian witness and testimony, following the 
format of the famed Lincoln-Douglas debates.” 

With Professor of New Testament Emeritus Dr. Alan Johnson HON, 
Bill studied E. J. Carnell’s Introduction to Christian Apologetics, finding 
answers to the questions he really cared about.

Just prior to graduation, Bill bought the book Resurrection of Theism 
at a bookstore sale. Little did he know how much this book would 
shape his future. He credits the author, Dr. Stuart Hackett ’47, professor 
of philosophy at Wheaton, with his revival of the Kalam cosmological 
argument.  

“The book was revolutionary for me. I had to find out if  
Dr. Hackett was right,” says Bill, noting that the topic became the 
subject of his doctoral dissertation and first book. In fact, according  
to the Cambridge Companion to Atheism (2007), “more articles  
have been published about Craig’s defense of the Kalam argument 
than have been published about any other philosopher’s contemporary 
formulation of an argument for God’s existence.”

After graduating magna cum laude from Wheaton, Bill worked for 
Campus Crusade for Christ International, where he met his wife, Jan. 
The two married the following year, with President Emeritus Hudson 
Armerding ’41 and Dr. Evan Welsh ’27, D.D. ’55 presiding jointly over 
the ceremony. 

Bill then began his graduate studies, earning a master’s degree in 
philosophy of religion and another master’s in church history and the 
history of Christian thought from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. 
He also holds a Ph.D. from the University of Birmingham in England, 
and a D.Theol. from the University of Munich. 

Returning to the United States to teach at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, he began receiving invitations to debate at universities. “I thought 
my debating days were over, but I learned that it was really the best way to 
draw a crowd of non-believers,” he explains. 

Debates became an ongoing practice through which he brought 

God makes sense of the origin of the universe.

God makes sense of the fine-tuning of the universe for intelligent life.

God makes sense of objective moral values in the world.

God makes sense of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

God can be immediately known and experienced.

To read more of Dr. Craig’s arguments, visit: www.reasonablefaith.org/does-god-exist-1

Five Reasons Why God Exists
by Dr. William Lane Craig ’71
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made 
for 
Worship

Find out  
how Wheaton  
alumni are  
building church 
communities  
by putting  
music in its 
proper place.

by Jeremy Weber ’05
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Harold. “If we think we can change people’s behavior with it, to ‘lead 
them into worship,’ then we are using a humanly made thing to do 
what only God can do.”

Preparation First 
Dr. C. Michael Hawn ’70, professor of church music at the Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, believes the 
biggest challenge facing today’s worship leaders is “to be theologically 
informed beyond one’s personal relationship with Christ.” It’s 
important, he says, for worship leaders to not only have a heart for the 
gospel and personal experience, but to also know the Bible, theology, 
and church history.

This need for education underscores the value of Wheaton’s 
approach to music education. 

“Many sister schools offer undergraduate worship studies programs 
that attempt to synthesize current practice and then propagate it,” says 
Dr. Tony Payne ’79, associate professor of music and director of special 
programs, who regularly contributes to National Worship Leader 
Conferences. “In contrast, Wheaton students are equipped with a 
first-class liberal arts education. Wouldn’t it stand to reason that the 
study of theology, patristics, Christian formation, literature, visual arts, 
history, psychology, and education would provide the building blocks 
for aspiring worship leaders?” To this grounding, the Conservatory of 
Music then adds technical training in vocal and instrumental music, 
conducting, composing, and arranging. “And there you have it—the 
foundation for a life in worship and the arts,” Tony says.

The Role of the Congregation
When it comes to what to sing, churches in the United States have 
never had more options, given the deepening diversity of 21st century 
America and increased interaction with the global church. One 
common response: predominantly Anglo churches dabbling with a 
few songs in Spanish.

Yet Dr. Hawn believes the true need isn’t so much for American 
churches to sing what other cultures sing, but to sing the way other 
cultures sing.

“In the United States, we don’t think of the congregation as a 
choir, but instead focus on the praise team or choir up front,” says 
Dr. Hawn. “This is a Western phenomenon. You go to Africa, Latin 
America, or Oceania, and the choir is integrally involved in helping 
the congregation sing songs. This idea that the praise team has taken 
over the people’s voice is really anti-Protestant Reformation. Let’s 
reconceive what we can do, and have a pedagogy that says, ‘Yes, you 
can sing, and your voice matters.’”

Dr. Best suggests the solution is to place music in its biblical role: 
by facilitating congregational singing as a form of offering. In other 

Every Sunday, many American  
churches pay indirect homage to one  
of the intractable conflicts of the  
20th century—the “worship wars.”

A number of churches weathered these wars over musical style 
and format by striking some sort of Sunday service-splitting truce 
between traditional and contemporary music—or by one side 
achieving victory at the other’s expense.

But many Wheaton alumni and faculty involved today in leading 
worship or in training the next generation of worship leaders are 
surprisingly ambivalent about musical styles. 

Dr. Michael Wilder, dean of Wheaton’s Conservatory, takes an  
“all-in” approach to worship music, believing it must be multifaceted 
and constantly changing. “We’re always looking for better tools, 
for more profound ways to express [this gift of salvation] which is 
inexpressible,” he says. “We’re nearly insatiable. As Christians we 
welcome the nearly endless possibilities that music and the arts offer 
us in seeking the best ways to offer praise and worship.”

Instead of focusing on musical styles, the alumni we spoke with 
are thinking about how to create community by making worship 
more biblical and theological. Essentially, the secret isn’t what a 
congregation sings, but why and how it sings together. 

The Role of the Spirit
After spending 45 years in church music, Dr. Harold Best HON 

finds it difficult to condemn any single musical style for a variety 
of theological and aesthetic reasons. Instead the dean emeritus of 
Wheaton’s Conservatory of Music says, “The biggest error churches 
make is not about what style of music should be used—rather it has 
been to equate music with worship.” 

Author of Unceasing Worship: Biblical Perspectives on Worship and 
the Arts, he adds, “It is a theological error and perhaps a biblical 
heresy to couple up music and worship the way we have been. We’ll 
never get the worship issue right until we separate the two.”

According to Harold, worship is not music, but a lifestyle. 
“It is a supernatural action whereby I make an offering to the Lord 

by faith, all the time and everywhere,” he says. “If we assume that 
worship requires music—i.e., if we don’t like the music, we can’t 
worship—then we’ve created an idol, whether it is Bach or Jamie 
Grace. If I count on any one style to bring me to worship, there’s 
something wrong.
“Music is just like fire: It’s a great servant and a bad master,” says 

Carol Savage Plueddemann ’66, M.A. ’85; her son, Danny; and  
Elsemarie DeVries ’14 sing with the congregation at Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church in Warrenville, Ill. (left); Deanna Witkowski ’93 enjoys helping  
churches incorporate jazz into worship (right).
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words, the congregation is the worship team, and the worship team 
members become assistants instead of the object of attention. 

Michael Devine ’09, director of sanctuary worship and music at 
Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church in Tennessee, dwells on 
two big questions: Does worship follow biblical principles, and does it 
engage the congregation so that they are participants, not observers?

He says congregational singing is “both mandated in the Bible and 
encouraged throughout Christian history. 

“For many evangelicals, the sermon is the high point of worship, but 
that is rarely a time for active participation,” he says. Singing, however, 
provides an opportunity to “actively and corporately encounter many 
aspects of the life of faith,” including petition to God, proclamation of 
God’s Word, and exhortation to one another. 

Most importantly, Michael says, congregational singing provides an 
opportunity to define what we believe. “Worship is very much tied to 
the flux of theological shifts in the church. As historian Dr. Mark Noll 
’68 has noted, lex cantandi, lex credendi—what we sing is what we believe. 
Many evangelicals are singing a lot less, which begs the question: what is 
it we believe?”

Julie Hillstrom Clemens ’97 has led music at five congregations and 
has consulted for many others over the past 17 years—mostly for smaller, 
rural congregations that represent the majority of churches in America. 
She has seen the traditional/contemporary divide, and has been known 
to follow a Bach prelude with a David Crowder song in the same key.

“I really do not plan worship based on style, and never have,” says 
Julie, currently director of worship arts at Crossroads United Methodist 
Church in Washington, Ill. “What really drives my worship planning 
is the content of the sermon and the service. It’s important to stay away 
from emotional manipulation that we can easily fall into as musicians, 
and instead allow the text decide what needs to be sung.

“Although music is obviously an important part of corporate worship, 
it’s easy to put music on a higher pedestal than it belongs,” says Julie. 

“Music is much more functional in worship than we often allow it to 

be. Its function is to serve the Scriptures being preached and the prayers 
being prayed. I work to select music with lyrics that help reinforce the 
ministry of the church, what the congregation is learning and reading, 
and how it is growing closer to Christ.”

Building Community
Dr. Hawn sees quite a few signs of new and creative influences in 
worship music, and recently chronicled them in a book, New Songs of 
Celebration Render. Some of the trends in worship music that he and 
other alumni mentioned share one common theme—they each provide 
a means of building church community. 

One of the most promising trends Dr. Hawn spots: the increased 
presence of social justice issues (think Chris Tomlin’s “God of This 
City”). For a long time, the focus was on the relationship between the 
worshiper and God. He says, “Now there are more signs of worship 
embodying the twin aspects of Christ’s commandments of loving God 
and loving neighbor.” (See Matt. 22:36-40.)

Reimagining the practices of the ancient church for a modern 
audience has become another trend. Deanna Witkowski ’93, interim 
music director at Park Avenue Christian Church, two blocks from 
Manhattan’s Central Park, doesn’t see incorporating ancient worship as 
a necessity, but believes it can help establish the idea of the “communion 
of saints.”

“It helps to feel like we’re not focused on our specific time and place, 
to remember that there are all these people who have come before us,” 
says Deanna. “It’s not like we have to reinvent the wheel at every turn.”

This is the same way she views the trend of singing other cultures’ 
songs. “I don’t think everyone has to get equal time. That’s impossible,” 
says Deanna, whose church is diverse and eclectic enough to sing 
Spanish and Portuguese language songs from time to time. “I do think, 
as Americans, we should have a greater awareness of the diversity in our 
neighborhood and what’s going on in the world.”

The April kidnapping of nearly 300 schoolgirls in Nigeria, for 
example, inspired a #bringbackourgirls activism campaign. Deanna 
suggests that singing a song from that country or speaking a sentence in 
that language can be way of “broadening the lens. We’re not the only 
people worshiping on the planet. Remembering what is going on in 
other places helps with the idea of the communion of saints.”

Purposely planning for intergenerational worship is yet another way 
that worship leaders are building community. In other words, worship 
leaders are bringing children back into services so corporate worship can 
truly be corporate.

Dr. Mary Hopper ’73, professor of music and music director at 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Warrenville, is intentional about this 
integration. 

“If children and teens only worship with people their own age, they 
don’t develop their faith in a way that goes beyond their social structure,” 
she says. “It becomes more of a social gathering than a spiritual 

Suzanna Mathews '14Dr. Harold Best HON
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gathering, and they have trouble fitting into churches as adults.”
She cites examples of former students who spent their Wheaton 

years at churches full of college students, and after graduation tell her 
they begin doubting their faith because they “can’t find the experience 
they had” at church. “We need to be able to worship in a place where 
worship is more important than the kind of people you are with,” says 
Dr. Hopper. “We learn from each other.”

Recent graduates believe their generation isn’t seeking churches with 
the “perfect” worship mix.

Suzanna Mathews ’14 understands why current trends have arisen. 
“The body of Christ does span ancient and modern traditions, is 
multicultural, and is intergenerational. But I think we fail when we 
make any of those the ‘thing’ we are pursuing in the worship setting, 
instead of pursuing God,” says Suzanna, who co-led a “Conversations 
that Matter” forum for Wheaton students that investigated trends in 
worship. She anticipates future forums on the role of worship.

“As an American of Indian origin from New Jersey, I can tell you that 
my color doesn’t make my congregation more diverse in terms of cul-
tural mindset. Nor are songs in an Indian language going to make me 
want to be there,” she says. “We shouldn’t change our worship in order 
to become appealing and engaging. We should change our worship in 

order to display the fullness of Christ, who is appealing and engaging.”
Nolan Carter ’14, a theater and music major who orchestrated a 

Lessons and Carols service for students, agrees. “My generation is longing 
for something more than repeatable Christianese love phrases, catchy 
melodies, grace notes galore, and a progression of volume to a climax. 
This music offers a superficial catharsis when we participate in it, pulling 
out all the stops to make us feel. But feeling isn’t the same as having a 
spiritual encounter with God,” he says. 

Ultimately, the community-building potential of worship rests not on 
the chosen music style or worship format, but on discipleship, says Jeff 
Deyo ’92, founder of the Pure Worship Institute and  former lead singer 
of Sonicflood.

“If you’re chasing styles, you’ll never please everybody. A product for 
everybody usually becomes a product for nobody. But if you’re chasing 
Jesus, that’s something everyone can get on board with,” says Jeff, who 
also teaches at North Central University in Minneapolis.  

“The more we can develop true disciples—people concerned about  
the cross and Jesus—that will create the space for people to come  
together even when their tastes are not met. The stronger our focus 
on relationship with God, the more these other issues fade into the 
background.”

Clockwise from top left: Jeff Deyo ’92, 
founder of the Pure Worship Institute in 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Dr. Mary Hopper ’73, 
professor of music and music director at 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Warrenville, 
Ill.; Dr. Tony Payne ’79, associate professor  
of music and director of special programs;  
Dr. C. Michael Hawn ’70, professor of church 
music at the Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University; Julie Hillstrom 
Clemens ’97, director of worship arts at 
Crossroads United Methodist Church in 
Washington, Ill.
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With photography by Michael 
Hudson ’89, taken of alumni 
couples and families gathered 
for Homecoming and Alumni 
Weekend events on campus.

“We’re Wired for connections,” says Billy Cleary 
M.A. ’14, a member of Wheaton’s first class to graduate with a masters 
degree in marriage and family therapy (MFT). “If I was to say what  
it all boils down to, that’s it. Humans need relationships, intimacy, and 
connections. That’s what gives them strength and resilience.” 

This rings true when we look at Christian community in particular. 
“God mediates grace to us through relationships,” says Dr. Terri Watson, 
associate dean of psychology. “Longing for relationship is part of what it 
means to be made in the image of God.” 

Unfortunately, however, building healthy relationships, ones that 
will stand strong despite adversity, isn’t as easy as it sounds. External 
and internal pressures—not to mention challenges like disability, illness, 
the loss of a job, or even just financial instability—can put tremendous 
strain on relationships. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control’s National Vital 
Statistics System, there are 876,000 divorces in the United States every 
year, and half of all American children will witness the breakup of 
a parent’s marriage. Forty-three percent of children growing up in 
America today are being raised without their fathers, and 28 percent 
of children living with a divorced parent live in a household with an 
income below the poverty line.

“We’re bound by sin and the only opportunity for freedom to 
connect with God in new ways is through the intervention of Christ in 
relationship with us. Then we have the possibility for new relationship,” 
says Dr. David Van Dyke ’91, associate professor of marriage and family 
therapy and director of the MFT program, which got its start in 2012 
under the leadership of Dr. Watson.

The integration of faith into the practice of marriage and family 
therapy is exactly what drew Jessie Drachenberg M.A. ’14 to Wheaton 
after spending time in Asia as a missionary. “A theological foundation 
coupled with therapy doesn’t segregate the therapist,” she says, noting 
that she enjoys working with families because “the whole group becomes 
involved in the restoration process.”

Though marriages fail and families break apart for any number of 
reasons, resiliency helps people adapt when times get hard, and build 
community moving forward. So how do we build relationships and 
families with the strength to meet adversity? The answer “depends,” 
according to Dr. Jake Johnson, assistant professor of marriage and 
family therapy and clinical training coordinator of the MFT program. 
After all, every marriage and family is different. “One approach is not 
necessarily going to work for everyone,” he explains, adding that some 
couples and families may feel as though they’ve tried everything. “This 
doesn’t mean there isn’t any hope. What it does mean is that it may 
be time to get creative. And this is where it can help to step back and 
brainstorm for more ideas.” 

Wheaton’s therapists “help couples and families thrive and find 
meaning—often amid crises—so that when future chaos occurs, they 
have the tools to work through it in effective ways,” says Dr. Watson. 
What are some of these basic tools? Froma Walsh, co-founder and 

Building 
Resilient 
Families

How do we go about building marriages and families 
that have the strength to meet trials and thrive? 
Professors and graduates of Wheaton’s first master’s 
class in marriage and family therapy share their  
insights for putting current theory into practice.

by AlAnnA foxWell-bArAjAs ’06
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“We’re Wired for connections,” says Billy Cleary 
M.A. ’14, a member of Wheaton’s first class to graduate with a masters 
degree in marriage and family therapy (MFT). “If I was to say what  
it all boils down to, that’s it. Humans need relationships, intimacy, and 
connections. That’s what gives them strength and resilience.” 

This rings true when we look at Christian community in particular. 
“God mediates grace to us through relationships,” says Dr. Terri Watson, 
associate dean of psychology. “Longing for relationship is part of what it 
means to be made in the image of God.” 

Unfortunately, however, building healthy relationships, ones that 
will stand strong despite adversity, isn’t as easy as it sounds. External 
and internal pressures—not to mention challenges like disability, illness, 
the loss of a job, or even just financial instability—can put tremendous 
strain on relationships. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control’s National Vital 
Statistics System, there are 876,000 divorces in the United States every 
year, and half of all American children will witness the breakup of 
a parent’s marriage. Forty-three percent of children growing up in 
America today are being raised without their fathers, and 28 percent 
of children living with a divorced parent live in a household with an 
income below the poverty line.

“We’re bound by sin and the only opportunity for freedom to 
connect with God in new ways is through the intervention of Christ in 
relationship with us. Then we have the possibility for new relationship,” 
says Dr. David Van Dyke ’91, associate professor of marriage and family 
therapy and director of the MFT program, which got its start in 2012 
under the leadership of Dr. Watson.

The integration of faith into the practice of marriage and family 
therapy is exactly what drew Jessie Drachenberg M.A. ’14 to Wheaton 
after spending time in Asia as a missionary. “A theological foundation 
coupled with therapy doesn’t segregate the therapist,” she says, noting 
that she enjoys working with families because “the whole group becomes 
involved in the restoration process.”

Though marriages fail and families break apart for any number of 
reasons, resiliency helps people adapt when times get hard, and build 
community moving forward. So how do we build relationships and 
families with the strength to meet adversity? The answer “depends,” 
according to Dr. Jake Johnson, assistant professor of marriage and 
family therapy and clinical training coordinator of the MFT program. 
After all, every marriage and family is different. “One approach is not 
necessarily going to work for everyone,” he explains, adding that some 
couples and families may feel as though they’ve tried everything. “This 
doesn’t mean there isn’t any hope. What it does mean is that it may 
be time to get creative. And this is where it can help to step back and 
brainstorm for more ideas.” 

Wheaton’s therapists “help couples and families thrive and find 
meaning—often amid crises—so that when future chaos occurs, they 
have the tools to work through it in effective ways,” says Dr. Watson. 
What are some of these basic tools? Froma Walsh, co-founder and 

co-director of the Chicago Center for Family Health, has identified 
the following three key elements to resiliency: belief systems, family 
organization, and family communication.

“Imagine a metaphorical road trip,” Dr. Watson explains. “Your belief 
system is your roadmap. It’s a way of making meaning out of adversity. 
Organization is the family’s shock absorber. It enables the balance 
between stability and flexibility that allows you to remain connected 
even in crisis. Communication is your fuel. Truthfulness, respect, 
openness—these help us be on the same page in solving crises and 
moving out of adversity.”
  Belief systems. Understanding your belief system—what you 
believe in and value—encompasses more than just the spiritual. 

Dr. Johnson says, “It’s important to have a sense of family identity 
while respecting the identity of each individual.” Family identity stems 
from the things you enjoy doing together, which can be anything from 
serving the community, going camping together, playing games as a 
family, and more. But adaptability is key. “It’s important to understand 
that people change over time, and to be willing to adjust expectations 
for what family life will look like,” he says. Where marriages and 
families run into trouble is by being too rigid—not allowing any 
room for change in the family—or by being chaotic, so that 
there is no stability or structure at all. 

Since beginning the MFT program, Billy says his own 
belief system has changed, to an attitude that fosters 
greater resilience. He began the program with a host of 
insecurities, thinking that he had to get it all together in 
order to be a good therapist. “But I realized that the most 
valuable thing I can do is to share in another’s brokenness. 
As long as we are on this earth, sharing this space, we will be 
broken people, which is what makes community so important.” 
Billy plans to return with his wife to the mission field they left 
in Japan once he earns his licensure next year. 

“We are all a work in progress,” he says. 
  organization. Helping couples and families adapt and be 
flexible is an important part of what marriage and family therapists 
do on many different levels. In terms of family organization, for 
example, Dr. Watson suggests that strong partnerships allow for shifts 
in family structure—a shift from one breadwinner to another, or 
a shift in what’s required of older children, or even a shift in 
thinking, looking further afield, reaching out to grandparents 
or members of the community to help in times of crises. 

“Being flexible about family organization can lead to greater 
resilience,” she says. 
  communication. Wheaton’s MFT therapists help 
couples and families develop communication skills that lead to 
deeper, mutual understanding and effective problem solving.  
Good communication helps families build the infrastructure for 
personal and relational transformation and growth that can be 
forged out of adversity. 
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  Find resources and support. 

For families experiencing stress, shame, confusion, 

or frustration with relationship dynamics, Dr. Jake 

Johnson, assistant professor of marriage and family 

therapy and clinical training coordinator of the MFT 

program, suggests searching online for therapists, and 

within the community to find out how others in similar 

situations are dealing with related difficulties. He also 

suggests finding a support group. “It normalizes the 

experience to be with others and to be able to trade 

tips,” he says. “Seeking help does not mean you have 

failed as a parent or a spouse. It means you care  

about changing the situation.”

  Get to the root. Within a marriage 

or family, there is often a desire to connect with the 

hurts that are there and lean into them. To move 

forward, therapists help couples and families learn to 

communicate differently, structure relationships in new 

ways, and develop safe, secure attachments. They 

look for the relational root of why the differences in 

communication and interactions are there, how the 

parents grew up, how the contexts of their lives impact 

them, and more. 

  Make your needs clear and be 

vulnerable. Couples often approach life very 

differently. For meaningful time spent together, for 

instance, one person might clear his or her schedule 

just to be available, while the other might keep a full 

schedule and invite the other to join the fun. “Instead 

of beginning a conversation by saying, ‘You don’t care 

about me,’ we try to encourage couples and families 

to explain that they have a need that isn’t being met,” 

says Jessie Drachenberg M.A. ’14. 

  be MindFul oF the expectations  

oF others. When you bring people together 

from different contexts (families, cultures, economic 

means), there are often varying expectations of how to 

handle discipline of children, relationships, and more. 

This is where marriage and family therapists may help 

by “rewriting the story.” A stubborn, defiant child, 

for instance, might also be described as passionate 

and decisive. “Sometimes this can help people see 

the situation, or a person, in a positive light,” says 

Jessie. In other cases, therapists might help parents 

understand the developmental needs of children at 

different stages.

  play!  Resilient couples and families are people 

who know how to enjoy one another, who don’t take 

life too seriously, who can be playful, says Dr. Johnson. 

Individuals who have a lot of good, meaningful 

memories can look back at the positives even in the 

midst of the difficult times. 

Jessie currently works for I AM ABLE Center for Family Development 
Inc. in the North Lawndale area of Chicago, and hopes to work 
internationally one day. She says, “We are quick to judge or to think,  
you should have known better, rather than to approach one another as 
fellow fallen beings in need of understanding each other better.” 

Understanding, she adds, begins with curiosity. “One of the greatest 
things we can do as a Christian community is be in relationship with 
one another and be curious about one another.” 

For example, Dr. Johnson suggests, some families might plan to eat 
dinner together several nights a week, and perhaps talk about the best 
and worst parts of the day to facilitate conversation. But always with 
adaptability in mind—this can mean something as simple as giving 
an obstinate teenager permission not to participate. “Being physically 
present is enough sometimes,” he says.

Wheaton’s psychology master’s program started in 1976 when 
Fran White returned from the mission field with a vision for filling a 

great need. She cited Isaiah 61, hoping that Wheaton would provide 
professionals who could “bind up the brokenhearted” and “be called 
oaks of righteousness.” These ideas are embedded in the MFT program’s 
goals of producing competent clinicians who are distinctly Christian, 
relationally focused, and have a strong sense of interpersonal justice.

Dr. Van Dyke says Wheaton’s graduates emerge “with head-knowledge 
of the most contemporary skills and evidence-based treatments including 
the science behind them, while also carrying heart-knowledge of building 
relationships, community, and connections with God.”

Dr. Johnson says of this first graduating class, “These students are 
uniquely armed to foster the message of the gospel in the world as 
well as in clinical encounters. They are equipped to come alongside 
couples and families, serve the underserved, and love people on the 
margins of society.”

Learn more about Wheaton’s Marriage and Family Therapy program 
online at wheaton.edu/MFT.
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Quick Tips 
for Building
Resiliency 
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  Make your needs clear and be 

vulnerable. Couples often approach life very 

differently. For meaningful time spent together, for 

instance, one person might clear his or her schedule 

just to be available, while the other might keep a full 

schedule and invite the other to join the fun. “Instead 

of beginning a conversation by saying, ‘You don’t care 

about me,’ we try to encourage couples and families 

to explain that they have a need that isn’t being met,” 

says Jessie Drachenberg M.A. ’14. 

  be Mindful of the expectations  

of others. When you bring people together 

from different contexts (families, cultures, economic 

means), there are often varying expectations of how to 

handle discipline of children, relationships, and more. 

This is where marriage and family therapists may help 

by “rewriting the story.” A stubborn, defiant child, 

for instance, might also be described as passionate 

and decisive. “Sometimes this can help people see 

the situation, or a person, in a positive light,” says 

Jessie. In other cases, therapists might help parents 

understand the developmental needs of children at 

different stages.

  play!  Resilient couples and families are people 

who know how to enjoy one another, who don’t take 

life too seriously, who can be playful, says Dr. Johnson. 

Individuals who have a lot of good, meaningful 

memories can look back at the positives even in the 

midst of the difficult times. 
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alumni a word with

Follow us on Twitter 
TwiTTer.com/wheaTonalumni

like us on Facebook 
Facebook.com/wheaTonalumni

network with us on linkedin: 
wheaTon college (il) alumni 

Alumni  Rel Ations

interim Vice President for  
Advancement and Alumni Relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Acting Director of Alumni  
and Parent Relations
Karen Kennedy Gehl ’89 

Alumni  Associ Ation

President 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78 
President-elect
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 

Past President
Christopher A. Jahns ’82 

executive Director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 

Professor emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund ’49 

Alumni t rustee Representatives 
Kurt D. Tillman ’78
Paul T. Klobucher ’96 
Christopher A. Jahns ’82

Board of Directors serving  
through 2015
John Biedebach ’89 
Jessica Min Chang ’12
Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87 
Tiffany Staples ’06

Board of Directors serving  
through 2016
Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91 
David McDowell ’68 
Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93 
Susannah Schwarcz ’00 
Hythem Shadid ’79 
Renae Schauer Smith ’91 
Barbara Ruesche Scotchmer Winter ’60 

Board of Directors serving  
through 2017
Judith Briscoe Golz ’83

Board of Directors serving  
through 2018
Howard Curlin ’95 
Daniel Doebler ’94, M.A. ’00
David Doig ’87 
 

connect 
with us 
online

in February 2013, i learned oF a horrifying automobile collision 
that resulted in the deaths of two alumnae. Dr. Hope Willard Brooks ’52,  
medical doctor and daughter of Rev. W. Wyeth Willard (director of evangelism, 
assistant to President V. Raymond Edman HON from 1946–51, and author of 
Fire on the Prairie ) and Barbara Litchfield Nix ’52 were driving on the Cape 
Cod canal road when a driver fell asleep and hit them head on. Hope was 
killed instantly, and Barbara died after ten days in the hospital.

Fast forward to this spring when I happened to sit down next to Hope’s  
sister, Faith Willard ’54, at the bustling, joyous all-alumni event in Coray  
Alumni Gym during her 60th class reunion. As we talked about both  
the accident and her ministry to the poor in Bangladesh, I was struck by  
the depth of her faith. 

Though her sister died in a tragic accident and she sometimes wonders about the effectiveness  
of her work with women and children abroad, Faith’s trust in the Lord is unfailing. She later shared 
with me that her nephew, Dr. Stephen Brooks, reached out to the young driver of the truck that killed 
his mother to grant him forgiveness—and asked the judge in a statement at the final hearing for  
a lenient ruling. 

As a result, the judge took away the young man’s driver’s license for a year and gave him  
100 hours of community service that he chose to spend working at Camp Good News (the Willards’ 
camp on Cape Cod), something Faith describes as “a wonderful opportunity from the Lord.” 

One of the genuine blessings of my job is the privilege of being in the room as the 50th reunion 
class sings “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” together. I watch as faces turn upward and tears stream 
down cheeks because these alumni have lived long enough to know, deep in their souls, that every 
word of that song is true.  

What’s your story of God’s faithfulness? I’d like to hear it. Would you write to me at  
cindra.taetzsch@wheaton.edu and tell me how God has been faithful in your life? With your 
permission, I’d like to share your story with the Alumni Association Board of Directors, the 
advancement/alumni relations team, and with a few students and colleagues. If you prefer to keep 
your story confidential between us, just say so. It would be such an encouragement to hear from you.  

May the faithfulness of our almighty God be unmistakable in your life today,

 W H E A T O N     33

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Executive Director,  

Wheaton Alumni Association
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wheaton college alumni association

annual report 2013-14 
Each year the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors awards financial and nonfinancial grants 
and awards to faculty, students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow from the annual Wheaton 
Fund, which also supports every faculty member’s salary and every student’s academic program.

Five More FaithFul Faculty
Read highlights from Wheaton’s five current 
professors who have served the College  
longest, after Dr. Robert Brabenec ’60, online at  
wheaton.edu/faithfulfaculty. 

42 years: Dr. Mark Amstutz,  
professor of political science

42 years: Dr. Kathleen Kastner ’71,  
professor of music

41 years: Dr. Norman Ewert,  
associate professor of business and economics

40 years: Joel Sheesley ’72, professor of art

39 years: Dr. Mark Niemczyk,  
professor of chemistry
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alumni association

aluMni Faculty Grants 
awarded For 2014–15
Vincent Bacote (Biblical & theological studies)

Richard gibson (english)

cynthia neal Kimball (Psychology)

Richard Richardson (intercultural studies)

nadine Folino-Rorem (Biology)

Rose wang (Foreign languages)

science Division Block grant for  

      Faculty/student summer Research

Juniors awarded scholarships 
For their senior year
alexander armstrong

abigail Bullmore

Victoria greaves

David martin

grace Pyo

David Robinson iii

distinGuished service awards 
2013–14 

For distinGuished service  
to alMa Mater
David a. teune ’74 

For distinGuished service  
to society
Dr. william lane craig ’71  

Faculty  
Missions proJect  
2013–14
Pamela Davis (Psychology)

george Kalantzis (Biblical & theological studies)

alan seaman (intercultural studies)

wheaton colleGe aluMni association Board oF directors row 1: (l to r) Karen Kennedy gehl ’89 (acting Director of alumni and Parent 
Relations), Donna Peterson nielsen ’93, Barbara Reusche winter ’60, Kurt tillman ’78 (President), meagan stuart gillan ’75, cindra stackhouse taetzsch ’82 (executive 
Director), christopher Jahns ’82 (Past President), erin hoekstra ’04, susannah schwarcz ’00. row 2: (l to r) christopher Yuan, m.a. ’07, Kirstin skytte lindquist ’87, tiffany 
staples ’06, cindy hoidas, Jessica min chang ’12, John Biedebach ’89, Joelle meyer herskind ’91, Judy Briscoe golz ’83, Renae schauer smith ’91, hythem shadid ’79, 
David mcDowell ’68.  not shown: Paul Klobucher ’96 (President-elect) 

senD us YouR 
nominations  
FoR alumni  
BoaRD memBeRs.

All alumni are invited to suggest qualified candidates for the Alumni Board  

of Directors by submitting an online form to the nominating committee.  

The committee will take into account class year, vocation, gender, ethnicity, and 

demonstrated commitment to Wheaton. Job description and nomination forms  

can be obtained and submitted online at alumni.wheaton.edu. 
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A mAstermind of modern cAlculus, eighteenth-century 
mathematician Leonhard Euler was a known Christian who sought to 
illuminate the correspondence between God, science, and math. One 
contemporary observed, “He preferred instructing his pupils to the little 
satisfaction of amazing them.” 

Today students, colleagues, and friends could say the same of 
professor of mathematics Dr. Robert Brabenec ’60. Like Euler,  
Bob is celebrated as a dynamic teacher who has enriched his courses 
with a Christian perspective throughout his 50-year tenure at  
Wheaton College. 

“I still vividly remember one of the devotionals he shared at the 
beginning of class: ‘Isomorphisms and Spiritual Understanding,’”  
says Dr. Russell Howell ’69, the Kathleen Smith Professor of 
mathematics at Westmont College. “To have known Bob for almost  
45 years—first as a teacher and now as a mentor and colleague—has 
been one of the great privileges of my life.”

Bob says his joy in studying math comes from seeing it in its historical 
context, understanding its connection to other disciplines, and 
discovering its integration with the Christian faith. He cites German 
mathematician Georg Cantor’s theory of the infinite as just one example 
that continues to fascinate him. “We usually think of infinity in a 
quantitative sense,” explains Bob. “But when we look at John 17, 
where Jesus says eternal life is ‘knowing God,’ we get the sense that the 
concept of the infinite has a qualitative nature as well.”

In addition to his longevity in the classroom, Bob has authored  
two books, written a number of articles, and founded the Association 
of Christians in the Mathematical Sciences (ACMS), for which he still 
serves as executive secretary. Since its inception in 1977, ACMS has 
grown into an organization of more than 300 members worldwide.

When his wife of 46 years, Bonnie, passed away in 2007, Bob  
created a memorial scholarship in her name for female students 
entering math professions. Recipient Gloria Cho Lee ’09 went on to 

by Jessica Allen Bernthal 

InfInIty  
and Beyond
Dr. Robert Brabenec ’60 celebrates  
50 years of teaching mathematics,  
making him Wheaton’s longest-serving  
current faculty member.   

Dr. Bob Brabenec ’60, pictured 
with Bonnie, his wife of 46 years, 
established a memorial scholarship 
in Bonnie’s name. Eleven students 
have now received grants from that 
scholarship, and many math alumni 
have contributed to the fund. 

fIve More faIthful faculty
Read highlights from Wheaton’s five current 
professors who have served the College  
longest, after Dr. Robert Brabenec ’60, online at 
wheaton.edu/faithfulfaculty. 

42 years: Dr. Mark Amstutz,  
professor of political science

42 years: Dr. Kathleen Kastner ’71,  
professor of music

41 years: Dr. Norman Ewert,  
associate professor of business and economics

40 years: Joel Sheesley ’72, professor of art

39 years: Dr. Mark Niemczyk,  
professor of chemistry

teach math in low-income schools before completing graduate  
studies in orthotics and prosthetics.
“It was exciting experiencing Dr. Brabenec’s passion for math,” 

says Gloria. “I still remember the day when we finally proved the 
fundamental theorem of calculus. He started dancing in celebration and 
we all laughed so hard our stomachs hurt.” 

With five consecutive decades of teaching under his belt, Bob is 
currently Wheaton’s longest-serving faculty member. How has student 
life changed over that time? Though he notes that modern technology 
has altered the process of deep reflection, he says what has not changed 
is the strong desire of Wheaton students to know God, and to serve 
him and others. 

Reflecting on his career, Bob says he is most grateful for his family 
(including three children and eight grandchildren), ACMS, his 
opportunities to mentor small groups of students, and opportunities 
to speak on mathematics and faith at liberal arts colleges across the 
country. In recent years, he’s become a cabinet member of the West 
Chicagoland Anti-Trafficking Coalition, as well faculty adviser to the 
student chapter of International Justice Mission on campus.

Although he’s reduced his teaching load to make room for new 
adventures, don’t ask Bob when he plans to retire. “That’s still to 
be determined,” he chuckles. “It’s impossible for me to envision life 
without students in it.”

“Bob Brabenec (above, in 1964) was 

one of the best students I have 

had in one of the hardest courses  

I taught, Mathematical Physics,  

in the spring of 1960,” says  

Dr. Joseph Spradley, professor  

of physics emeritus. “He’s also 

been one of the best teachers, 

serving his students and Wheaton 

College in many ways.”
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JunIors awarded scholarshIps 
for theIr senIor year
Alexander Armstrong

Abigail Bullmore

Victoria Greaves

David Martin

Grace Pyo

David Robinson III

dIstInguIshed servIce awards 
2013–14 

for dIstInguIshed servIce  
to alMa Mater
David A. Teune ’74 

for dIstInguIshed servIce  
to socIety
Dr. William Lane Craig ’71  
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weekend
alumni

1 1984 classmates: andy larson ’84,  

mark Hill ’84, kevin engel ’84,  

diane Vanderhorst d’elia ’84

2  Pam and don Beaver ’74 

3 alumni association President  

kurt Tillman ’78, dr. william lane Craig ’71, 

2014 alumnus of the Year for distinguished 

Service to Society, President Philip  

Ryken ’88

4 Roger mueller ’64, nancy wilson  

mueller ’64, Joan Hersey webb ’65,  

Ron webb ’64, lynne Hallstrom Hoden ’64, 

mary lageschulte Priest ’64

5  Betty Varnell Frame ’39 is greeted  

by Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82  

6 evelyn miller lamb ’54, Connie mcBride 

mcGhee ’54, Carol miller Potratz ’49

Photos courtesy of michael Hudson ’89 and  
micah Chiang ’12

2014

1

2
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We 

need your

input!

Submit

your class news 

online and

include a 

photo at

alumni.wheaton.edu

Registration information available at
alumni.wheaton.edu/travel                                                                     

REGIONAL EVENTS
summer 
socials

cultural events

academic 
discussions

networking 
events

concerts

athletic events

Regional Events schedule 2014 — 2015 coming soon! 
alumni.wheaton.edu/regionalevents

TRAVEL WITH US!

young alumni 
events

Musical Splendors of  Vienna, Salzburg, and Prague 
MAY 19 — JUNE 1, 2015
Join Dr. Michael Wilder, dean of  Wheaton’s Conservatory, Arts, 
and Communication, on a customized tour of these three jewel 
cities of European music.  

Istanbul & the Seven Churches of Revelation 
OCTOBER 19 — 29, 2015
Travel with us to this crossroads of Europe and Asia, where 
ancient ruins meet modern bazaars, and the historic context of 
John’s letters still ring with relevance today.
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a life in  
the beautiful game

After playing for the U.S. Olympic 
team and then professionally, this  
soccer standout-turned-coach 
feels a call similar to that  
of his head coach at Wheaton.

Soccer is known around the 

world as the Beautiful Game. Steve Long 

’79 believes a f ew other adjectives also 

apply: relational, international, and fun.

The son of missionaries Paul ’50 and Merry 

Dalton Long ’50, Steve spent most of his 

childhood in Brazil. He says he became 

Brazilian in his outlook on life and in the 

way he played his favorite sport. He honed 

his futebol skills on the dirt streets and 

airport runways of t he Amazon region, 

absorbing the creativity and expressive-

ness of the Brazilian game.

“Brazil has a s occer culture, and I f aced 

skilled competition even in the sticks,” he 

says. “The number one religion in Brazil is 

soccer—and I was very religious.”

When Steve enrolled at Wheaton, Joe 

Bean was in the first decade of his 38-sea-

son career as men’s head soccer coach. 

“Joe told me one of the first times we sat 

down that he thought I could be an All-

American player,” Steve says. “I didn’t 

know what that meant, so I a sked him, 

‘Does that mean I’ll get to play?’”

The cultural differences also showed up on 

the field. Before Wheaton, Steve had rarely 

played full-field, 11-versus-11 soccer. “My 

College friends loved the dribbling tricks. 

It made it fun for me to not just beat the 

player or make a simple pass, but do it with 

style—Brazilian flair.”

During his Wheaton years, Steve earned a 

spot on the U.S. Olympic team and played 

in a 32-nation tournament in Yugoslavia 

one summer. By the time he graduated 

in 1979, he was a two-time All-American 

and his name sat atop the school’s all-time 

scoring list. His 139 points now rank fourth, 

and he still holds the record for most goals 

in a season, with 25 in 1977.

After graduation Steve was drafted by 

the Chicago Sting of t he North American  

Soccer League, along with teammate 

Bret Hall ’79. His professional playing 

career, which he describes as a dream that 

became reality, lasted until 1985. 

Even before his playing days ended, Steve 

began coaching and directing soccer 

camps. He founded Steve Samba Soccer 

and ran camps under that name for many 

years. After retiring from professional soc-

cer, Steve earned a M.Div. from Reformed 

Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Eva 

Dekker Long ’82, then moved their family 

to Portugal where they served as mission-

aries with Mission to the World for six years. 

Now with five grown children, Steve and 

Eva live in the Dallas-Fort Worth area 

where Steve runs daily sports programs 

and offers individual training through the 

Mansfield Soccer Association. He also 

directs international trips, primarily to South 

America, with Sports Outreach Institute.

“Like Joe Bean,” he says, “I value the call-

ing, position, and influence of c oaching 

that goes way beyond the win-loss record 

to transforming hearts and lives.”

Steve works mainly with 3- to 14-year-

olds, as he says these are formative years 

in building faith, character, and self-confi-

dence, and even in developing an athletic 

foundation.

“My passion, my heart, is r eally to touch 

the heart of a c hild with God’s love and 

see them have fun as they discover their 

unique gifts, talents, and abilities. 

“I coach kids’ hearts.”

alumni news

Above: A s occer trainer for the city youth league in Mansfield, 

Texas, Steve Long ’79 hopes “to impact and reach kids in my city 

with God’s love and gospel through soccer.” Below: Steve competes 

in a match for the Memphis Americans in 1984. First drafted by the 

Chicago Sting, Steve also played for the Las Vegas Americans and 

Jackson Rockers during his professional career.

by Michael Murray
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“ No matter how small you think your contribution 
is, it is making my education possible and I am so 
grateful to you for that. God bless you!” 
jennifer dodrill ’15

YOUR SUPPORT 
IMPACTS REAL 

STUDENTS 
EVERY DAY.

The Wheaton Fund
wheaton.edu/wheaton-fund

One of the reasons I was able to attend Wheaton is that its overall cost was 
significantly less than that of other colleges I was looking at. Thank you for 
giving and for making Wheaton an affordable place to learn and grow. 
grace pyo ’15

Thank you for giving to Wheaton. Because of your support, I can attend 
an amazing institution that allows me to grow in my faith and academic 
ability. As a first generation college student, I truly appreciate it. 
georgeta boanca ’17

Your generosity blesses my life not only by helping to lower the cost of 
tuition at Wheaton, but also by serving as an example to me and other 
students of giving out of God’s generosity in your own life. 
joseph tavares ’15

“For Christ and His Kingdom” rings true in your gifts, which have made 
it possible for us to go out into the world and grow the kingdom of 
God.  Thank you! 
mark savenok ’15

nyside Oil Company in Wheeling, IL, for 

more than 60 years, retiring at age 88. 

An avid photographer in his retirement 

years, William seldom went anywhere 

without his camera. Preceded in death 

by his first wife, Essie, and his second 

wife, Margaret, he leaves a daughter, 

Jean Bracken ’61; a son; five grand-

children, including William Bracken 

’86, Heather Marg Bracken ’88, and 

Royce Bracken Chechowitz ’88; and 

nine great-grandchildren.

Martha Brobeck Grosser ’37 died 

Dec. 24, 2013. She and her late 

husband, Frederick ’37, were among 

the founders of Timothy Christian Day 

School, now located in Piscataway 

Township, NJ. Martha,  a n accom-

plished pianist and church choir 

director, lived in Cromwell, CT, since 

1992. Surviving are two daughters, 

Susan ’67 and Jane Stewart ’73; 

two sons, James ’69 and John ’77; 

eight grandchildren; and six great-

grandchildren. 

Cecilia Key Cody Dunkin ’40 

died Nov. 28, 2013. She lived in 

Oakland, CA, and was preceded 

in death by her husband, Gilbert 

’39. Surviving are five children by 

her first husband, Carter Cody ’39, 

including Carol Ellis ’65, Charles 
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profile

of flight, belonging,  
and belief
After fleeing Ethiopia with 
her family, this alumna now 
serves the same school 
district where she arrived 
as a five-year-old refugee. 

Mehret Asgedom ’00, center, stands with 
two former students, Catherine Tarpeh 
and her brother, Joseph, in front of a mural 
near the College Avenue train station. 
Designed to honor the refugee population 
and diversity in the city of Wheaton, the 
mural features one of Mehret’s poems.

by Dawn Kotapish ’92

Born in Ethiopia of Ethiopian 

and Eritrean descent, Mehret Asgedom ’00 

was spirited out of her war-torn homeland 

at the age of nine months, carried across 

the wilderness by her mother, Tsege.  

The family fled to Sudan—a young 

mother with three young children. It was 

a treacherous journey filled with shrieking 

hyenas, poisonous snakes, perilous 

storms, scarce food and water, and 

virulent illness.  

When they finally reunited with Haileab, 

Mehret’s exiled father, the children were 

near death. Trained as a doctor, Haileab 

injected their thighs with medicine and 

nursed them back to health.

The family lived in a o ne-room hut in a 

refugee camp in northern Sudan, where 

Haileab worked in a S wedish Ministry 

clinic. Four years later, they were given 

passage to the United States with the help 

of World Relief, later to be aided by their 

sponsoring church.

Having survived a p hysical wilderness, 

the family now entered an emotional 

wilderness of c ulture shock and 

homesickness. But as a student with her 

siblings at Longfellow Elementary School 

in Wheaton, five-year-old Mehret found 

refuge in her English Language Learners 

(ELL) classroom.  

“My ELL teacher was a c ore part of my 

journey,” Mehret says. “In that smaller 

classroom, it was easier to talk, and I felt 

safe.”

An English and secondary education 

major at Wheaton College, Mehret found 

her vocation after taking an ELL graduate 

class in the hopes of helping her mother 

improve her English. She works today as 

an ELL teacher at Franklin Middle School 

in Wheaton. Creating a safe environment 

for her students—a place of belonging—

is the cornerstone of her work. 

“As an ELL teacher, my hope is t o be 

reflective of what Christ asks us to do by 

being salt and light to my students,” she 

says.

Mehret gives her students as much 

exposure to reading and writing as possible. 

She also encourages them to pursue literacy 

in their first language, as she believes this 

will help them become “global vessels of 

reconciliation and conflict resolution” within 

their families and cultures of origin.

In the classroom, Mehret employs a 

meta-cognitive pedagogical technique she 

learned from Dr. Jeffry Davis ’83, associate 

professor of English. By teaching students 

to monitor their own inner critics, she 

helps them learn to be more accepting of 

the linguistic and cultural differences that 

distinguish them from most of their peers.

It gives Mehret particular pleasure to serve 

in District 200, working alongside those who 

once taught her and her brothers. “It is like 

our stories and passions have been woven 

together in such a special way to help meet 

the needs of all students,” she says.

“Mehret teaches from the heart,” says 

ELL team leader Jennifer O’Brien. “She is 

really passionate about what she does—

her efforts go way beyond the classroom.”

In December 2010, Mehret and her 

mother returned to Ethiopia for the first 

time since fleeing in 1979. They were 

reunited with Mehret’s grandmother on 

the 20th anniversary of the day when her 

brother Tewolde was tragically killed.

“It was such a b eautiful gift to see my 

grandmother,” says Mehret, who also 

lost her father in 1998. “Seeing my 

grandmother, I felt God’s message to me  

was that he wants me to rely on him. ‘Your  

sorrows are not wasted’ was what my 

heart could finally believe.”

Editor’s Note: Portions of this story are 
based on events recorded in Mehret’s 
brother’s book, Of Beetles and Angels: 

A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from a 

Refugee Camp to Harvard.

 W H E A T O N     4746    A U T U M N   2 0 1 4   W H EATON .EDU / M A G A Z I N EW H EATON .EDU / A L U M N I

alumni newsalumni news

144524_34-55.indd   47 7/26/14   8:07 AM



son, Charles ’68; six grandchildren; 

and several great-grandchildren. 

Ruth Holland Cline ’44 died Feb. 4, 

2012. She lived in Delray Beach, FL, 

and was preceded in death by her 

husband, Harry.

Rodney Ingalls, husband of Betty 

Niles Phipps Ingalls ’44, died Nov. 

19, 2013. He served in the U.S. Navy 

during World War II as an aviator. A 

dairy farmer in Hartwick Seminary, 

NY, Rodney raised purebred Guernsey 

cows. After the death of his first wife, 

he married Betty in 2008. Survivors 

include Betty and her son, Jonathan 

Phipps.

Glen Johnson ’44 died Nov. 15, 2011, 

and his wife, Clare Torrey Johnson 

’44, died May 15, 2013. Ordained in 

1949, Glen pastored churches in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) and the 

Evangelical Free Church in Illinois, 

Wisconsin, and Iowa, retiring from 

Blue Grass (IA) Presbyterian Church 

in 1987. After retiring, Glen and Clare 

moved to Lakeland, FL.

Jean Craig Mell ’44 died Jan. 20, 

2014. Editor for 25 years of the Manoa 

Messenger, the newsletter of Manoa 

Community Church in Havertown, PA, 

she also taught German at Delaware 

Christian School in Newtown Square, 

After receiving a Ph.D. from Edinburgh, he moved to Portugal 

to teach at a seminary and to work at Edicoes Vida Nova, a 

publishing house founded by Rev. Arthur Brown ’50, M.A. ’53. 

Dr. Shedd soon moved his family and the publishing house 

to Brazil, where publishing costs and sales projections were 

more favorable. 

In addition to his roles as teacher and pastor in Brazil,  

Dr. Shedd served as the president of the publishing house, 

and wrote many books. A verse-by-verse commentary on the 

Portuguese Bible, the Shedd Bible bears his name as he wrote 

portions and edited the whole. 

“Bíblia Shedd was the first annotated Bible that evangelicals ever 

had in Brazil,” Dr. Shedd says, noting that he was opposed to 

using his name to identify the Bible. “A new, improved edition 

of the Vida Nova Bible is due out this year.”  

His son-in-law and daughter, Edmilson and Helen Shedd 

Bizerra ’89, followed their father into publishing. In addition 

to Helen, Dr. Shedd and his wife Patricia have four more 

children: Timothy ’81, Nathanael ’82, Peter ’84, and Joy 

Shedd Wurschum. 

Though still based in Brazil, Dr. Shedd also served as an 

international faculty member with the Haggai Institute for  

17 years. Now with friends all over the world, and seemingly 

boundless energy, he continues to travel extensively—with 

many speaking engagements scheduled in the coming year 

in major Brazilian cities. “Working overseas as a missionary 

is very satisfying,” says Dr. Shedd. “The opportunities are 

endless.” 

His life stands as a testament to what can happen when one 

is deeply committed to God. 

our man for Brazil
A household name among evangelicals in Brazil, this son of 
missionaries to Bolivia continues to build the global church.

Myriad titles aptly describe Dr. Russell  

Shedd ’49, M.A. ’51:  teacher, linguist, pastor, writer, publisher, 

translator, missionary, and theologian.  But none of these 

words encapsulate this extraordinary man quite like the word 

“faithful.” At 84 years, Dr. Shedd continues to labor tirelessly 

for the gospel across denominational and geopolitical borders.  

Theology professor at the seminary Faculdade Teológica 

Batista of São Paulo for 30 years and pastor of the Metropolitan 

Chapel, he has trained a generation of Christian leaders in 

Brazil, and his commentary on the Portuguese Bible continues 

to be widely used.  

“There is probably not a single believer in Brazil who doesn’t 

know and respect Dr. Russell Shedd,” says Thomas Smoak 

’86, M.A. ’03, regional coordinator for Latin America and the 

Caribbean with Action International Ministries. 

Growing up as a missionary kid in Bolivia, Dr. Shedd’s childhood 

was a blend of Indian, Spanish, and American cultures, which 

gave him an advantage when it came to engaging new 

languages and contexts. His passion for Scripture led him 

to expand his already impressive repertoire of languages by 

adding Greek and Hebrew to English, Quechua, and Spanish. 

These were soon followed by Portuguese, and a bit of German.   

As a student at Wheaton, he honed his theological and 

hermeneutical skills that would later carry him to participate 

in the NIV ’s Portuguese translation. In order to finance his 

$700-per-semester tuition at Wheaton, Dr. Shedd worked 

on the railroad, reading theology while waiting for the next 

train. He was a master’s student when one of the College’s 

most significant spiritual movements occurred: the revival of 

1950. Over 500 missionaries went out from that event, and  

Dr. Shedd was one of them. 

profile

by Andrew Thompson ’13
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the heart  
of medicine

Many nurses still benefit  
from the baccalaureate program 
this alumna developed. 

alumni news

By Liuan Chen Huska ’09

Sharon Bolin ’59 jokingly recalls 

that it was Billy Graham ’43, litt.d. ’56 who 

helped her land her first teaching job in 

nursing, which led to a long career with the 

West Suburban Hospital School of Nursing. 

The summer after graduating from Wheaton, 

Sharon attended a B illy Graham crusade 

meeting. While there, a friend informed 

her of W est Suburban’s immediate need 

for a nursing instructor. Sharon called the 

director of nursing the next day, interviewed 

that same day, and was hired on the spot. 

She taught for several years while also 

working toward her M.S.N. from DePaul 

University. Sharon then became director of 

the school of nursing in 1967, a p osition 

she held for over two decades. She had 

initially planned to go into missions, but 

when those doors kept closing, her father 

said, “I think these West Sub students 

might well be your mission field.”

Throughout her career, Sharon taught and 

ministered to over 1,100 nursing students, 

and she still keeps in touch with about 

140 students, including Nita VanKampen 

Newell ’64. “Not only was she a role model 

of a nurse in appearance and actions, but 

she also was a friend to each of us in our 

class,” Nita says, recalling soup suppers at 

Sharon’s house as one of the many ways 

she served her students. 

During her time as director of the school of 

nursing, Sharon completed her doctorate 

at Loyola University and successfully 

developed West Suburban’s accredited 

four-year baccalaureate nursing program in 

partnership with Concordia University. She 

continued as dean of t he baccalaureate 

program until 1989. Now administered 

by Resurrection University, the program 

celebrated its 100-year anniversary 

in May, at which time Dean Sandie 

Soldwisch says several alumni reflected on 

Sharon’s visionary and creative leadership. 

Responsible for hiring faculty, for example, 

Sharon had the foresight to hire many 

gifted teachers, including Louise Troup ’42 

and Grace Tazelaar ’72, R.N. ’70.

Over the course of her career, Sharon has 

seen the nursing field change significantly. 

With the proliferation of b accalaureate 

programs, including the one she developed 

at West Suburban, nurses now have a 

stronger general education and scientific 

base. 

In the midst of changes, Sharon’s 

philosophy of n ursing remains the same. 

“We’ve often said that nurses care and 

doctors cure. Nursing is the heart of 

medicine,” she says. 

After leaving West Suburban, Sharon 

relocated to St. Simon’s Island, Georgia, 

where she worked in the educational 

services department of Medical Assistance 

Program International (MAP), eventually 

serving as the director. She then left to 

help Paul Groen ’59 start Doctors on Call 

for Service, an organization dedicated 

to providing training for doctors in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. 

As each new opportunity unfolds, Sharon 

sees God’s hand along the way. She says 

these moments remind her of Genesis 24, 

where Abraham sends his servant to find 

a wife for Isaac. The servant doesn’t know 

how the Lord will provide, but he obeys his 

master and embarks on the journey. She 

says, “I’ve found that when you begin the 

journey of o bedience, even though you 

don’t know the outcome, the Lord does, 

and he is f aithful to give direction and 

encouragement.”

Sharon Bolin ’59 gave a short greeting to alumni at the 100th anniversary celebration 

for Resurrection University in May 2014. She said, “Early on as an educator, I made 

the discovery that rewards in education are often deferred. Today I’m living with those 

deferred rewards through maintaining contact with many former students. That is a 

distinct privilege and has enriched my life in many ways.”  
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facultybooks

Recommended Reading from Wheaton’s Faculty
Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 
individual research and publish books and articles. Here are some of the more recent books. 

Dr. Kathleen Kastner ’71
professor of music
The Marimba: Teach It!
(Media Press, Inc., 2013)
This specialized teacher’s guide covers  
basic skills and physical training, strategies 
for sight reading, and effective practice  
and improvisation techniques. 

Dr. John Walton and Dr. D. Brent Sandy
professor of Old Testament and adjunct professor 
of New Testament and Greek, respectively 
The Lost World of Scripture: Ancient Literary 
Culture and Biblical Authority 
(InterVarsity Press, 2013)
Drs. Walton and Sandy take a detailed look 
at how the origins of scriptural authority in 
ancient oral cultures inform our understanding 
of the Old and New Testaments today. 

Dr. Beth Felker Jones
associate professor of theology
God the Spirit: Introducing Pneumatology  
in Wesleyan and Ecumenical Perspective
(Cascade Books, 2014)
Dr. Jones introduces the doctrine of  
the Holy Spirit in the Wesleyan theological 
tradition and the greater church. 

Dr. Karen H. Jobes
Gerald F. Hawthorne Professor of New 
Testament Greek & Exegesis
1, 2, & 3 John: Zondervan Exegetical 
Commentary on the New Testament
(Zondervan, 2014)
This book features an in-depth treatment  
of the issues raised by the three letters 
of John for academic biblical studies and 
pastors, students, and laypeople.

Dr. Michael Graves
Armerding Associate Professor of  
Biblical Studies
The Inspiration and Interpretation of Scripture: 
What the Early Church Can Teach Us
(Eerdmans, 2014)
Dr. Graves examines in detail what 
Christians in the first five centuries believed 
about the inspiration of Scripture.

Dr. Jennifer McNutt
associate professor of theology and history  
of Christianity
Calvin Meets Voltaire: The Clergy of Geneva 
in the Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 
(Ashgate, 2014)
Dr. McNutt presents a revisionist work on 
Geneva’s eighteenth-century clergy, placing 
them within the “Religious Enlightenment.”

Dr. George Kalantzis and Dr. Gregory W. Lee 
associate professor of theology and  
assistant professor of theology, respectively
Christian Political Witness 
(IVP Academic, 2014)
Edited by Drs. Kalantzis and Lee, this volume 
of essays from the 2013 Wheaton Theology 
Conference addresses biblical, historical, and 
theological proposals for thinking responsibly 
about the intersection of church and state.

Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner
dean of humanities and theological studies 
What Cannot Be Fixed    
(Poiema Series of Cascade Books, 2014)
A collection of poems about living the 
paradox, simul justus et peccator: the believer 
is both justified and a sinner. 

Order copies from the Wheaton College Bookstore online, 
wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing: 
Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL  60187.
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Pushing Buttons: Understanding Human Emotion

Based on my research and that of others, 
I sought to understand how the brain 
processes these negative emotions. Briefly, 
there is an area deep in the brain—called 
the periaqueductal gray, or PAG—that 
promotes survival and functions like a 
switch for emotions and behaviors. This 
switch can be flipped on for a variety of 
reasons and is arranged into four clusters 
of neurons, each organizing a particular 
emotion and behavior. I think of these 
clusters as “buttons.” 

An “anger button” triggers aggressive 
behavior; a “fear button” sets off flight 
behavior, as with panic or great anxiety; 
the “depression button” launches an 
individual into a severe form of mental 
bleakness I call shutdown, and the fourth 
button suppresses a person’s emotions, 
which produces the kind of behavior seen 
in a predator, like stalking.   

With knowledge of how the brain 
translates sensory signals into emotions, 
we are able to better understand 
behavior. Here are some practical tips 
to preemptively address and/or avoid 
stressful triggers that threaten mental 
stability in emotional situations:  
•  Assess whether you’re reacting 

to a genuine threat to your 

physical or psychological well-

being or to a misperceived threat. 

Keep in mind that threats come in all 

shapes and sizes—in certain looks, tones 
of voice, self-imposed critiques, etc.
•  Pause to think. When you feel 
threatened or afraid, realize your brain’s 
survival machinery reacts automatically. 
This sparks instant emotions and 
behavior—so fast that you may be 
unaware of why you’re feeling or reacting 
the way you do. If you are overreacting, 
you can slow down your brain’s survival 
response by pausing to think. Ways  
of pausing include: making lists and plans, 
praying, talking to someone, and taking 
a deep breath. These actions all serve to 
reset your nervous system. In some cases, 
professional help and medication may  
be necessary.
•  Take responsibility. This means 
acknowledging that your emotions and 
behaviors are imperfect and can have a 
profound impact on your life and on those 
around you. Regardless of what is going 
on in your brain, regardless of the wiring, 
neurochemicals, and genetic influences, 
life becomes meaningless without 
responsibility.

As a physician, I am extremely excited 
about the integration of faith and science. 
God’s healing comes in multiple ways. 
Redemption is alive! 

Do you know of alumni who have 
published books recently? Email story ideas 
to editor@wheaton.edu. 

Learn to address anger, fear, depression, and anxiety.  

Board certified in psychiatry and internal medicine, Dr. Theodore George ’70, M.D. 
is Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at George Washington University and a scientist 
at the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, National Institutes of 
Health. He has published extensively in scientific medical journals on his research 
pertaining to domestic violence, alcoholism, and PTSD. He is the author of 
Untangling the Mind: Why We Behave the Way We Do.

Dr. Michael Graves
Armerding Associate Professor of  
Biblical Studies
The Inspiration and Interpretation of Scripture: 
What the Early Church Can Teach Us
(Eerdmans, 2014)
Dr. Graves examines in detail what 
Christians in the first five centuries believed 
about the inspiration of Scripture.

Dr. Jennifer McNutt
associate professor of theology and history  
of Christianity
Calvin Meets Voltaire: The Clergy of Geneva 
in the Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 
(Ashgate, 2014)
Dr. McNutt presents a revisionist work on 
Geneva’s eighteenth-century clergy, placing 
them within the “Religious Enlightenment.”

Dr. George Kalantzis and Dr. Gregory W. Lee 
associate professor of theology and  
assistant professor of theology, respectively
Christian Political Witness 
(IVP Academic, 2014)
Edited by Drs. Kalantzis and Lee, this volume 
of essays from the 2013 Wheaton Theology 
Conference addresses biblical, historical, and 
theological proposals for thinking responsibly 
about the intersection of church and state.

Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner
dean of humanities and theological studies 
What Cannot Be Fixed    
(Poiema Series of Cascade Books, 2014)
A collection of poems about living the 
paradox, simul justus et peccator: the believer 
is both justified and a sinner. 
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n my 30 years as a psychiatrist, I’ve  
been struck by how much easier it is for 
people to say they have a physical illness 
than it is to admit they feel out of control 
with an emotion—be it anger, fear,  
or depression. 

The church is filled with people who 
struggle with inner turmoil that rocks their 
sense of well-being, clouds their thinking, 
and threatens to keep them from pursuing a 
Christ-centered existence. All too often we 
are consumed by a sense of personal failure 
or lack of faith that causes us to venture 
into dark places of bewilderment, inner 
loneliness, and despair.  

For example, there’s the parent who 
asks, “Why can’t I control my temper?”

The depressed person who has an 
abundance of material possessions says, 
“Why do I feel inadequate and always 
dwell on the negative?”

The abused person struggles with 
overwhelming fear and an ever-present 
sense of darkness marked by personal 
disgust, little hope for the future, and a 
painful sense of abandonment by God. 

By Dr. Theodore George ’70, M.D. 
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by Captain David Iglesias ’80,  
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, United States Navy (Ret.)

Echoes from the Global South
David Iglesias ’80 encourages members  
of the class of 2014 to find and follow God’s 
purpose for their lives.

foreigner to teach English and Protestant 
evangelical Christianity, forced her to 
leave Panama for good in the 1920s.  

On the surface it might appear that 
Anna was a failure. She didn’t have many 
converts. And some of you are probably 
thinking, what could this possibly have to 
do with my life? Bear with me. 

One of her first three converts was 
my uncle, Lonnie Powers, who warmly 
accepted Christ as his Savior on May 
31, 1914. A bright 12-year-old Kuna boy 
with a photographic memory, Lonnie 
eventually changed his last name to 
Iglesias, went to college in America, 
married an American woman from 
Michigan, and then returned to his Kuna 
tribe as a missionary and educator. 

Lonnie knew the value of an American 
college education, so he convinced his 
parents to send his youngest brother, 
Claudio, to the United States in the 1930s. 
Claudio married my mother, Margaret 
Geiger ’45.

They established a school, a medical 
clinic, and a dental clinic in Panama. 
They started a church, and my parents, 
along with my Uncle Lonnie and his wife, 
Marvel, translated the New Testament 
into Kuna. The Old Testament translation 
is also now complete, making Kuna one 
of only 513 languages out of 6,900-plus 

commencement readings
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The following is 

an abridgement 

of the 2014 

keynote address 

at Wheaton’s 

graduate and 

undergraduate 

commencement 

ceremonies, 

May 10-11, 2014. 

am speaking to you today because of an 
event that occurred on May 31, 1914, 
almost exactly 100 years ago. It was an 
event that took place because of work of a 
hitherto unknown missionary woman. 

Anna Coope was born in England in 
1864, immigrated to Rhode Island, and 
became a worker at a textile mill. In 
midlife she felt God’s call to become a 
missionary, and tried to share the gospel 
in the West Indies and in Venezuela. She 
failed in both locations. So she went to 
Panama, where she failed again—in fact, 
she was removed by force from a native 
village. She was in her 40s when these 
failures occurred. To compound matters, 
she was also disfigured as a result of a 
botched operation on her face. 

Anna next decided to minister to a 
group of indigenous Panamanians called 
the Kuna. A small tribe who live off the 
Caribbean Coast, the Kuna are known 
for fiercely and successfully resisting 
conquest and assimilation into the greater 
Latin American culture. Though the 
president of Panama tried to dissuade 
her, saying the Kuna were too dangerous, 
Anna prevailed upon him for permission, 
and she was invited to teach on the  
one progressive island that wanted to 
learn English. 

She started a school, taught English, 
and shared the gospel of Christ. She only 
taught for a few years, however, before 
the government, unwilling to allow a 

“Many are the plans  

in a man’s heart, but  

it’s the LORD’s purpose  

that prevails.” 

Proverbs 19:21 
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If you’re not sure what’s next and want 
some direction, please plug into Wheaton 
in Network. Wheaton’s alumni network 
will put you in touch with graduates who 
have walked the paths you want to walk. 
Next, find a mentor. It’s never too late.  
I have a mentor at the age of 56. He’s  
a 1962 Wheaton graduate that I met at a 
networking dinner in Washington. He’s 
a missionary kid from Central America, 
a former military lawyer, and a retired 
federal administrative law judge who 
has helped me focus on what to do with 
my career and calling. You can also plug 
into the informal networks available 
through your parents and friends. Avoid 
wandering in the wilderness like many  
do for years. 

Get as much advice as possible now 
from people you respect, pray without 
ceasing, seek opportunities, figure out 
which of your gifts will advance Christ 
and his kingdom. Whatever you do, do 
it to the best of your ability. Anna Coope 
knew her purpose was to be a missionary. 
Her faithfulness impacted generations of 
believers—including the one talking to 
you right now. 

Lesson three: Learn from 

failure. Anna Coope failed, but she 
didn’t give up. Be persistent. Many 
people succeed in spite of imperfections. 

Many people will advance Christ and 
his kingdom, but mark my words: all 
of you will fail at some point. If you 
never fail, I’ll submit you didn’t try hard 
enough to leave your metaphorical textile 
mill in Rhode Island. You’ll all fail in 
some way, large or small, in the coming 
years, but the point is not to avoid failure. 
The point is to learn something, move 
forward, and seek God’s direction. 

Let me make this real. I failed in 
my one political campaign, but was 
blessed with a better job with more 
responsibilities and a bigger budget as a 
result of running a good, close race.  
I failed to complete my term as a United 
States Attorney, but was given a national 
platform to speak about the importance 
of having ethical and independent 
prosecutors. 

As a result of that failure, I was given 
an opportunity to share my life verse 
on Meet the Press with Tim Russert: 

“Many are the plans in a man’s heart, 
but it’s the Lord’s purpose that prevails” 
(Proverbs 19:21).

Find God’s purpose, and find his 
pleasure. You will overcome adversity. 
You will learn from setbacks. You will 
move forward through the dark forest 
of doubt. You will have times of silence 
from above. But the Lord, in his timing, 
will put the right people in your life and 
the right opportunities to make his will 
known. Change is constant, but Christ’s 
faithfulness is constant as well.

Be the Anna Coope of the 21st century. 
It’s time to leave the safe, quiet, still 
harbor. You were made to sail on the 
high seas. You were made to show your 
faith, hope, and love in places outside the 
harbor. Your ship is fully equipped. You 
are well trained. I assure you, you will 
make a difference for Christ and His 
Kingdom in this century. 

This Navy man wishes you Godspeed, 
fair winds, and following seas. 

Sola Scriptura, Semper Paratus, Semper 
Fideles, Amen. 

world languages to have a complete Bible. 
Today there are dozens of Kuna 

churches on the island, and in the city of 
Panama, because of Anna Coope. Schools 
and hospitals have been built. She was 
used to transform the tribe.

And I am here today speaking to 
you because of Anna. So what three 
lessons can we learn from her story of 
courage and faithfulness to the Great 
Commission? 

Lesson one: Take risks. Don’t 
take the easy way out. Anna could’ve 
stayed in the textile mill in Rhode Island, 
but that was not her purpose in life. She 
knew that wasn’t why she was created. 
She asked God to make her purpose clear. 
She failed in the West Indies, failed in 
Venezuela, and failed in Panama on her 
first try, but did not give up. Be persistent. 
The fruit of our work resonates years 
later. Closer to home, echoes of her 
work resonate today in the form of a 
2014 Wheaton graduate—my daughter, 
Amanda, who is a direct spiritual 
descendant of Anna Coope.  

Lesson two: Find out God’s 

purpose for your life. Easier said than 
done, right? How do you do that? Many 
of you don’t have a 5–10 year plan. I 
suspect some of you don’t have a 5–10 day 
plan. That’s okay. 
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by Dr. Christine Folch, assistant professor of anthropology

Sustainability: Lessons from Latin America
How are renewable resources influencing policy and citizens’ daily lives?  

The Power of Story
We all have a story—find out where Rwandan-born Prisca Tuyishime ’17 
hopes her story will lead.

hydroelectricity. On the surface, this 
seems like an innovative step forward for 
humanity, but when you dig a bit deeper, 
the use of the dam’s resources has given 
rise to harmful political practices and 
structures within Paraguay.

For example, a series of formerly 
classified documents about Itaipú 
Dam show how the Paraguayan secret 
police used the dam in its security 
and intelligence apparatus to violently 
suppress any opposition to General 
Alfredo Stroessner, the former president.   

Perhaps had the resources produced 
by Itaipú been handled with more 
compassion and responsibility, and shared 
more freely with citizens, my Paraguayan 
neighbor would have responded more 
positively to the engineering marvel.

As the United States and developing 
nations diversify their energy strategies, 
South America’s successes and pitfalls 
offer valuable insights—including 
how power can corrupt even the most 
beautiful aspects of creation, but how 
there’s hope to be found in responsible 
stewards interested in harnessing 
creation’s power for the common good.

Dr. Christine Folch is assistant 

professor of anthropology, and 

holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from 

the City University of New York 

and a bachelor’s degree in history 

from Harvard College. Interested 

in sustainable development, she 

studies the politics of water and 

energy in Latin America, especially 

in Paraguay, Argentina, and Brazil. 

2007. Yet, had I not heeded the input of 
an ordinary Paraguayan, I would have 
missed that path.

Confession: the first time I visited 
Itaipú Dam (the Brazilian-Paraguayan 
hydroelectric plant that I research), I was 
underwhelmed. Even though it’s the 
largest dam in the entire world (capable 
of powering 33 percent of California’s 
annual energy usage), Iguazú, the 
Argentine-Brazilian cataracts where 
water pounds rock so powerfully that  
the mist rises like smoke, eclipsed  
my present view of Itaipú’s concrete wall 
and placid reservoir.  

Then, one Paraguayan to my right 
murmured, “Paraguay used to have 
waterfalls like Iguazú.” He took my look 
of surprise as an invitation to continue. 

“But they were destroyed for that,”  
he added with a meaningful nod at  
Itaipú Dam. 

His critical remark set me off to 
explore why the governments of 
Paraguay and Brazil sacrificed natural 
beauty for the sake of a dam. While 
Itaipú is an energy workhorse, supplying 
nearly 20 percent of Brazil’s annual 
consumption, my Fulbright-awarded 
research—inspired by that comment—
revealed how sustainability can positively 
or adversely influence policy and citizens’ 
daily lives. 

While the United States and most 
other countries derive at least two-
thirds of the electricity needed from 
fossil fuels, South America stands apart, 
generating two-thirds of its electricity 
from renewable energy sources, namely, 
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FACULTY voice

hen I tell people that I’m an anthropologist, 
an image of Indiana Jones, fedora-clad 
and bullwhip in hand, is often the first 
picture that comes to mind. Though 
I’ve never raided a lost ark or escaped a 
snake pit, I have seen the stunning Iguazú 
waterfalls depicted in the fourth film of 
the series. And I’ve heard stories that rival 
Hollywood drama from locals adept at 
debating energy politics. 

As a cultural anthropologist, I research 
how people live in the world today. The 
core lesson I’ve learned is the importance 
of seeing through someone else’s eyes, not 
merely because we value diversity, but 
because it’s there we find wisdom. 

I study renewable energy in Latin 
America, a topic I find more engrossing 
now than when I began my research in 
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p she was just one month old, her family 
fled to Tanzania. Over the next three 
years, tensions continued to escalate and 
the family moved once again to Zambia, 
where her parents owned a general store. 
Despite financial hardship, she remembers 
a happy childhood.

In 2005, Prisca’s father decided to 
immigrate to America to give his (now 
five) children the best chances to thrive. 
When the family arrived in Glen Ellyn, 
Ill., her parents looked for jobs, but  
with limited English ability and no 
education beyond high school, the best 
they could find was factory work.  
Over time, however, they built a 
successful taxi franchise.  

Realizing all her parents gave up for 
her future, Prisca is passionate about 
showing her gratitude by succeeding in 
her education. 

“For me, going to Wheaton is a great 
accomplishment,” Prisca says. 

Introduced to Wheaton through the 
Building Roads to Intellectual Diversity 
and Great Education (BRIDGE) 
program, Prisca says the integrated 
approach to faith and learning presented 
by faculty including Dr. Henry Kim, 
associate professor of sociology, drew her 
to Wheaton. “I grew up in the public 
schools, where faith and academics never 
intersected with one another.” 

Encouraged to read the Bible and apply 
it to her life, Prisca says she felt completely 
out of her comfort zone during the first 
few weeks of the program, but now sees 
that time as foundational for making her 
faith her own. 

The Power of Story
We all have a story—find out where Rwandan-born Prisca Tuyishime ’17 
hopes her story will lead.

risca Tuyishime’s story is not a refugee 
story, or an immigrant story, or an 
African story. It’s not a story of escape 
or of the American Dream. Her story is 
simply her own. The story of her.  
And the story of a family’s love, deeper 
than oceans.

Prisca was born in Rwanda. When 

As an undergraduate at Wheaton,  
Prisca became deeply involved in student 
life. During her freshman year, she joined 
track, student government’s diversity 
committee, urban studies club, William 
Osborne Society, and volunteered for 
a World Relief art club and a Chinese 
tutoring program. Raised in the Catholic 
tradition, she also helped found a Catholic 
club on campus.

Prisca spoke in chapel this year about 
Christian unity, and read a poem she 
wrote about her heritage. Growing up, 
she was never told that she belonged to 
one Rwandan tribe or the other. Instead, 
her mother stressed the unity and equality 
of the body of Christ, as expressed in 
Galatians 3:28. 

Inspired by this biblical vision, Prisca 
noted, “We need to celebrate our cultural 
differences, while bearing in mind that 
we are all one body. Everyone should and 
must be treated equally.” 

Prisca hopes her story will inspire others 
to share their stories, and to persevere in 
spite of struggles. Undecided between 
a psychology and anthropology major, 
Prisca has applied to the Human Needs 
and Global Resources (HNGR) program, 
and hopes to improve her Spanish fluency 
with an immersion experience. With a 
love for Spanish culture, she’s interested in 
a career in missions in Latin America or 
South America. 

She says, “The reason I want to do 
missions is to encourage other people to 
dream, to achieve whatever their goals are 

… just as I have done through prayer and 
with the help of my parents.”
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AFRICA

WHEATON in the world

Grants Fund Global Research
From Thailand to Costa Rica, Wheaton’s first faculty Global Research Award winners 
have collected data and conducted research on topics as diverse as their destinations.

COSTA RICA

Dr. Laura Montgomery ’78 came to Wheaton as Dean of Global and Experiential Learning (GEL) in 
2010 and has expanded the program, granting global research awards of up to $5,000 to faculty 
for the first time this year. Each of the faculty members pictured here is engaging in research or 
creative work in international or cross-cultural settings that will deepen campus awareness of 
global issues or contribute to the global community. 

Costa Rica

Rodney Scott, associate professor 
of genetics and biology:

Conducted lab research at Whitworth University 
Costa Rica with Lily Quiroa-Crowell ’16 and Luke 

Taylor ’15, thanks to connections established 
during a Fulbright-funded sabbatical in 2012 
and research catalyzed during the Wheaton 
in Costa Rica Spanish language program in 

2013. They conducted biology and conservation 
genetics research projects including using 

a molecular diagnostic test to determine what 
kind of fungal infection infects various bee hives, a 
conservation genetics project with tropical birds, and 
a phylogenetics project with tropical squirrels. During 
their time abroad, Lily and Luke also carried out part-
time internships: Lily with a museum of indigenous 
art, and Luke with a medical clinic. Dr. Scott was able 
to help train a Costa Rican student, Cynthia Vega, in 
some techniques of molecular biology, and  made a trip 
to the Osa peninsula with a Costa Rican biologist who 
hopes to establish a nature preserve on the Pacifi c 
Coast where research, teaching, and social justice/
ecological sustainability projects can take place.

Costa Rican student, Cynthia Vega (above). Luke 
Taylor ’15 and Lily Quiroa-Crowell ’16 (right).

Africa

Dr. Paul Egeland, associate 
professor of education:

Met with teachers and admin-
istrators from 15 different 

international Christian schools 
in Africa to discuss how to 
better prepare Wheaton 
students for educational 

opportunities around the 
world. Discussions with 

these missionary teachers and 
administrators provided information 

for his book, A Field Guide to International Student 
Teaching. His research will directly benefi t 
the education majors who travel overseas to 
student teach each year.°Students helped him 
craft and administer a survey for the 47 alumni 
who student taught internationally from 1997-
2010. They also helped analyze the data, and will 
benefi t from the feedback gathered from these 
international schoolteachers and administrators. 
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AFRICA

THAILAND

Dr. Kang (center) with colleagues: Dr. Peninnah Oberdorfer, 
Director of Pediatric Infectious Disease at Chiang Mai 
University (left), and her assistant, Apple (right).

Thailand

Dr. Ezer Kang, associate professor 
of psychology:

Examined the relationship between neurocognitive 
functioning and quality of life among older 
children and adolescents living with perinatal HIV 
(transmitted from mother at birth) in a collaborative 
study with Chiang Mai University. Due to advances 
in HIV treatment, children are living longer, and 
researchers know very little about the functional 
consequences of specifi c neurocognitive delays 
on activities of daily living. The project is intended 
to provide preliminary data for a larger-scale 

study that will encompass hospitals and clinics 
in rural regions of northern Thailand, where 
children with perinatal HIV have less access 
to these assessments. Dr. Darcie Delzell, 
associate professor of mathematics, and Dr. 

Benjamin Pyykkonen, assistant professor of 
psychology, will be consulting on this project.°

India
Dr. Paul Min-Dong Lee,
Norris A. Aldeen Chair of
Business and associate
professor of business, and
Dr. Winnie Fung, assistant
professor of economics:

Traveled to Kolkata to examine the 
effect of freedom businesses (businesses 
created to offer employment to women 
trapped in prostitution) on the women 
employed as well as on their communities. 
In collaboration with Freeset, a fair trade 
business offering employment 
to about 200 women trapped 
in the sex trade in Kolkata, 
India, fi eld interviews and 
surveys were completed 
during summer 2014. 

Dr. Paul Egeland ’77 (top row, second from left) with 
Wheaton alumni at the International Christian Educators 
Conference sponsored by the Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) at Rift Valley Academy in Kenya. 

Africa

Dr. Paul Egeland, associate 
professor of education:

Met with teachers and admin-
istrators from 15 different 

international Christian schools 
in Africa to discuss how to 
better prepare Wheaton 
students for educational 

opportunities around the 
world. Discussions with 

these missionary teachers and 
administrators provided information 

for his book, A Field Guide to International Student 
Teaching. His research will directly benefi t 
the education majors who travel overseas to 
student teach each year.°Students helped him 
craft and administer a survey for the 47 alumni 
who student taught internationally from 1997-
2010. They also helped analyze the data, and will 
benefi t from the feedback gathered from these 
international schoolteachers and administrators. 

India
Dr. Paul Min-Dong Lee,
Norris A. Aldeen Chair of
Business and associate
professor of business, and
Dr. Winnie Fung, assistant

INDIA
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Philip G. Ryken ’88, President

“A new 

generation  

of Wheaton 

alumni is not 

waiting to 

serve Christ 

and His 

Kingdom at 

some later 

date. They are 

serving right 

now, all over 

the world.”

perspective

he messages and newsletters come every week to my inbox at the College. They come from recent 
alumni who are actively serving Jesus Christ and want to tell me how they are doing.

These are alumni I know. I met them during student leadership week at HoneyRock. We had lunch 
together in Anderson Commons. I spoke at their floor fellowship in Traber Dorm. We played on the 
same intramural soccer team. They came in for office hours. And at the end of three or four years at 
Wheaton College, I shook their hands on the stage of Edman Chapel and handed them their diplomas.

Now they are serving Christ and His Kingdom in other places around the world. To be more specific, 
they are:

working in New York City, managing investments and teaching the Bible to middle school boys 
from church;
running leadership development programs for students at a Christian university in Lithuania;
living at a Christian home in New Hampshire for people recovering from addictions;
teaching public school in inner city Philadelphia;
sharing the gospel on the streets of Lyon, France;
planting a church in Paris;
doing youth ministry in Washington and Fort Lauderdale, Florida;
teaching English and the Bible to migrant workers in New Jersey;
going into a closed country to share the gospel with rising leaders who have never met a single 
Christian;
teaching pastors and theologians at a seminary in Kenya; 
attending law school at Harvard, representing Christ to classmates; and
leading university students to Christ in Jiling Province, China.

In other words, these alumni are doing what Wheaton College students have always done. They 
are using their natural abilities and spiritual gifts in ministry and the marketplace to make an eternal 
difference for Jesus Christ.

What is different—at least for me—is that these are my students. They are not really my students, 
of course, because they belong to the Lord, body and soul. But they are mine in the sense that they 
attended Wheaton under my leadership. 

Because I have a personal relationship with these alumni, I have a strong sense of connection with 
their lives and ministries. What I find remarkably encouraging is that they are doing these things already. 
Within the space of four brief years as president, I can see the results first-hand.

Typically, when I describe the value of a Wheaton education, I focus on its long-term impact. Over 
the course of a lifetime, students who receive an excellent, Christ-centered, liberal arts education are set 
on a trajectory for leadership in the church and in society. As a board member from another Christian 
college recently said to me, “Everywhere I go, Wheaton people seem to be making a difference.”

But on the basis of what I have seen so far, I can also make a good case for the immediate impact of 
a Wheaton education. Wheaton College turns out to be an exceptional short-term investment for 
students, for their parents, and for everyone who supports our mission through fervent prayer and 
generous giving. 

A new generation of Wheaton alumni is not waiting to serve Christ and His Kingdom at some later 
date. They are serving right now, all over the world, as my inbox keeps reminding me. 

For more than 150 years, generous men and 
women have advanced the mission of  Wheaton 

College through charitable estate planning.

Continue the tradition with 
THE BLANCHARD SOCIETY
Have you remembered Wheaton in your will or trust 
arrangements? Tell us about it, and become a member 
of the Blanchard Society, a group of alumni and friends 
securing the future of Wheaton College through 
planned gifts.

Contact Gift Planning Services at 1.800.525.9906 
or gift.plan@wheaton.edu to learn more about the 
Blanchard Society or to tell us about your planned gift.
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Art of Juxtaposition

When Erin Drewitz ’05 isn’t taking 

photographs for major media outlets 

like USA Today and the Chicago 

Sun-Times, she’s creating illustrations 

or editorial and portrait photography 

for corporate clients, nonprofi ts, and 

ministries nationwide. She also enjoys 

taking freelance photos of babies and 

everyday life.

Erin rarely leaves home without a 

camera. Dedicated to capturing life in 

motion, she enjoys documenting 

surreal moments—like this one in San 

Francisco when a cloud of pigeons 

rose up “through” an underwater 

mural. “I was caught up in it,” she 

remembers. 

With an artistic father and an 

encouraging mother, ideas and 

artistic expression have always come 

naturally to Erin. She studied studio 

art at Wheaton and takes an intuitive 

and minimalist approach to visual art, 

using only the essentials to illuminate 

the beauty of creation.  

“I think of my life as a very small plot 

of land that’s been given to me, that I 

didn’t make, and I can’t sustain by 

myself,” Erin says. “I want this little 

plot to refl ect God’s glory, and so 

long as I can accomplish this through 

photography, I’ll continue to explore it 

thoughtfully and share the experience 

with others.”

WHEATON

AFTER THE WORSHIP WARS  •  WHY WHEATON?  •  DEFENDING BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

“Pigeons and Whales”

Photograph by Erin Drewitz ’05
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