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Cover photo:  The Badlands of South Dakota is a destination for study and 
discovery for Wheaton students, and is in close proximity to their base 
camp, the Wheaton College Science Station (see story, p.6). The geology 
program’s biannual field camp is a core academic requirement that gives 
majors experience in field methods as they participate in mapping 
exercises based on the local geological features of the Black Hills region. 
On field trips to the Badlands, environmental science and biology majors 
learn about the arid grassland ecosystem and observe its unique plants 
and animals. Geology students learn that the multicolored sediment layers 
are ancient stream and floodplain deposits with volcanic ash from the 
Rocky Mountains. Many of the colored layers are actually ancient soils, 
providing more information about past environments, notes Dr. Stephen 
Moshier, chair of geology and environmental science. Photo by Michael 
Hudson ’89 

Inside photos: Michael Hudson ’89, above (left); pp. 4, 8, 10, 12-13, 
20, 28-30, 35; reunion photos (40-42, 44-45, 47, 50, 55), 59, 60-61; 
Les Barker, pp. 2, 4; Josh Olsen ’15, p. 6.
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Wheaton College serves Jesus Christ and advances His Kingdom through  

excellence in l iberal arts and graduate programs that educate the whole person  

to build the church and benefit society worldwide.
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more than 50 years ago when President V. Raymond Edman walked 

across campus, he would greet each student by name. “Prexy” 

delighted in seeing his “lads and lassies.” 

As a student “lass” in 1966, I opened my CPO box to find a note 

from Dr. Edman asking me to come to his office. I went, a bit daunted 

by this summons from the former president, now the chancellor. He 

quickly put me at ease, handing me a book I had misplaced that he 

had found. Granted, he could more easily have sent it through  

CPO, but he wanted to chat with me. To this day, I cherish that visit. 

I knew even then that Dr. Edman had had problems with his 

vision. He was first diagnosed with a detached retina in the right 

eye in 1959 and for two and a half years endured six rounds of 

painful eye surgeries to restore his sight. For weeks at a time, he 

lay immobile, in complete darkness. At one juncture, the prognosis 

seemed hopeless.1 But through what he called the “Discipline of 

Darkness,” he learned that “God’s promises shine even more brightly 

in the dark as do the stars.”2 

A year ago my own eyesight deteriorated. I could not have 

completed the previous two issues of Wheaton magazine without  

the ability to increase the type size considerably on my iMac.  

I read paper proofs only with a magnifying glass, a slow, tedious 

process. This spring one of the finest ophthalmologists in the country 

performed surgeries on both my eyes. Two days following one of 

the procedures—a delicate, difficult partial corneal transplant—he 

pronounced the results to be “Fantastic!” 

In this magazine is an article on miracles (pp. 31-33). Professor 

of New Testament Dr. Amy Peeler writes that when we broaden 

our concept of miracles, “We might not all have seen the dead 

raised, but we have seen . . . bodies healed through the wisdom 

of physicians. . . . We begin to realize that our daily existence is 

miraculous because without the sustaining power of Christ all 

creation would dissipate.”3 

I don’t know that Dr. Edman considered the restoration of his 

sight a miracle. But now when I awake in the morning to see the 

sun’s rays, can drive to Ohio to see my grandchildren’s faces, and 

can actually see to read this magazine, I thank the Lord for the 

miracle of sight that he gave me.

On September 22, 1967, as Dr. Edman was speaking to his lads and 

lassies in the chapel named for him, he collapsed and died. On that day 

I was working in the Health Center, and I called the ambulance.  

Miracles of this life are short-lived in light of heaven. Dr. Edman 

now no longer sees through a glass darkly, for his view of reality is 

complete—and forever he beholds his Savior, face to face.4

1 V. Raymond Edman, Out 

of My Life (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1961), pp. 45-47.   

2 Earle E. Cairns, V. Raymond 

Edman: In the Presence of the 

King (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1972), p. 160.

3 cf. Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3 

4 cf. 1 Cor. 13:12  
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I was delighted when I read the article about 

Pete Willson ’50 in the most recent magazine. 

You clearly grasped the essence of Pete. 

There’s not another one quite like him! 

Pete came to Wheaton in my sophomore 

year as the assistant wrestling coach to 

George Olson ’34. I was a wrestler out of the 

Appalachian coal fields and thought I could 

teach the soft Midwestern boys how real 

tough guys “rassled.” Unfortunately, I hadn’t 

counted on having to study before I got on 

the mat. So, I spent my freshman year on 

probation and didn’t wrestle a single match. 

Then Pete came along, and I discovered 

another thing I hadn’t counted on—a Chicago 

guy who was tougher than me! But Pete is a 

person in whom tough and love are perfectly 

merged. He nursed me through the next  

three years, both on and off the mat. I most 

assuredly owe my Wheaton diploma 

(wherever it is) to Pete. It is not in Pete’s 

self-effacing nature to take personal credit for 

anything, but I know there are many other old 

Wheaton athletes who would confess to the 

same indebtedness. 

Everette “Buzz” Hill ’67

Mt. Prospect, Illinois

In May, many of us in the Class of 1963 

returned to campus for our 50th reunion. That 

time spent recalling our student days caused 

me to reflect on how profoundly Wheaton 

has influenced my life and helped shape my 

thoughts, decisions, and experiences. 

Living in the Wheaton area for 40 years 

allowed me to stay connected to the College. 

While serving on the Alumni Board and the 

Parents Council, I participated in college 

activities. As president of the Alumni Associa-

tion, I attended trustee meetings and observed 

how the “gatekeepers” make decisions from 

different perspectives and experiences, but in 

harmony of purpose and commitment.

Following my retirement, I worked in the 

development office for eight years, which 

provided me opportunity to witness excellence 

in action. The College, in my experience, is 

filled with talented, knowledgeable, and gifted 

spiritual leaders.

Wheaton experiences have helped me 

connect with people, places, sports, music, 

art, ideas, theology, history, and travel. My 

parents met on campus, and our oldest 

daughter met her husband there. My most 

lasting friendships began there in 1959 and 

have lasted more than 50 years. 

Wheaton is not a perfect place, but it is a 

special place. I have high regard and great 

affection for Wheaton College and pray God’s 

continued blessing on its mission.

David Amsler ’63

Flat Rock, North Carolina

I was born in Tokyo, Japan, and until getting 

on the bus headed for HoneyRock for my 

High Road experience before freshman year 

at Wheaton, had never lived in the United 

States. Perhaps it was growing up as a 

“third culture kid” or simply being raised by 

my parents (Philip ’79 and Anda Margesson 

Foxwell ’80) and grandparents (including 

Philip ’43 and Jane Buswell Foxwell ’43), who 

urged a global approach to challenges and 

love for all humankind, but I have always had 

a built-in activism, especially in response to 

disasters or injustices.

Wheaton helped to build and shape that in 

me as well. I remember being slotted as the 

student to pray in Chapel after the Indian 

Ocean tsunami (December 2004). That was 

only a few months before I departed for  

South Africa on my HNGR internship. Later, 

after the earthquake in Haiti, I was working at 

Wheaton in the marketing communications 

department and interviewed Raymond Joseph 

’60, then ambassador to the U.S. from Haiti.  

In each instance, I did what I could to pray  

and encourage those connected with the 

tragedies. I gave blood. I supported causes.

Then came the morning of March 11, 2011, 

when I awoke to news of the triple-disaster  

to hit the Tohoku region of Japan. I was never 

so personally affected. Those were my 

people, my places, my family.

Reading in the last Wheaton magazine about 

the Humanitarian Disaster Institute took me 

back to the month after the earthquake, 

tsunami, and nuclear disaster. I—and everyone 

around me—wanted to do something but just 

didn’t know where to begin.

The Humanitarian Disaster Institute fills  

a gap that exists across the world. It means 

churches can no longer say, “We weren’t 

prepared,” when called on to help in times of 

severe need—both domestic and international. 

This initiative makes me proud to call Wheaton 

alma mater.

Alanna Foxwell Barajas ’06

Mableton, Georgia

The force of a tsunami flipped this concrete building in a 

Japanese harbor town near Sendai.

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and emails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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Francis Chan, author of Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God and  

founding pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California, delivered  

the 2013 Commencement addresses at the graduate and undergraduate  

ceremonies, May 11 and May 12. Chan exhorted the Classes of 2013, which 

included 622 undergraduates and 116 graduate students, to cling to  

humility and childlike faith and not lose their zeal.

       “You’re at one of these times in life when you just achieved something pretty 

huge. But with the accomplishment—and this is going to happen over and  

over in life—there’s going to be a temptation to become self-confident, to rely 

upon yourself and your ability and your achievement rather than relying on  

God,” Chan said. “And when that happens, everything falls apart. . . . I don’t want 

that for you. I want you to experience the grace of God. It’s so amazing  

when you win these wars, when you ask yourself, How in the world did I pull that 

off? But you know it wasn’t you. And there’s a rush in knowing, God’s with  

me right now. There’s no way I could have done that. God did that through me.”

WHEATON news
Read excerpts of  

Rev. Chan’s address  

on pages 58-59

C A M P U S  N E W S

Meyer Science Center
unveiled

Wheaton’s science building,

opened in 2010, has now been named 
the Meyer Science Center in honor of 
Don ’57 and Doris Maurer Meyer ’57. 

During the naming ceremony 
and dinner held March 22, 2013, 
President Emeritus Duane Litfin, 
President Phil Ryken ’88, members 
of the Meyer family, and other special 
guests reflected on the significance 
of the building and thanked Don 
and Doris Meyer for their faithful, 
humble service to Wheaton over  
the decades. 

“You are just as likely to find Don 
rehabbing houses for the poor or 
Doris counseling young moms as 
in a gathering like this,” says Vice 
President for Advancement and 
Alumni Relations Mark Dillon. 
“But without Don and Doris’ gifts 
to Wheaton of time, talent, and 
treasure, this campus would not look 
the same or be the same.” 

The Meyer Science Center is 
equipped with carefully designed 
laboratories, state-of-the-art tech-
nology, and spaces that encourage 
student/faculty research and col-
laboration. The facility has greatly 
benefited the study of the sciences, 
mathematics, computer science, and 
general education, and has brought 
about a significant increase in the 
number of science majors. Having 
earned a LEED Gold rating from 
the U.S. Green Building Council, 
the building has received an award 
for exceptional engineering, as well 
as a community development and 
improvement award.

Ph
ot

o:
 L

es
 B

ar
ke

r

When 620 freshmen of 
the Class of 2013 entered 
Wheaton four years ago, 
570 enrolled in the liberal 
arts and sciences and 50 
in the Conservatory. Of 
these, 13 were international 
students, 19 percent were 
children of alumni,  
15 percent American  
multicultural, and  
7 percent missionary kids. 

Matriculation stats:
53% public high schools
32% Christian high schools
  7% private, non-Christian   
        schools
  8% homeschooled  
3.70 average unweighted  
        GPA
59% top 10% of class
   27 National Merit Finalists
1220-1390 SAT scores 
26-31 ACT scores
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Read excerpts of  

Rev. Chan’s address  

on pages 58-59

Maddie Cole ’13 (right), an applied health science major, spoke at the naming event. Her future plans 
are to be a surgical or pediatric physician’s assistant.

“For me, this building is a sacred place. It is here that I have encountered God, my calling has been 
confirmed, he has taught me through his servants, he has ministered to me through relationships, and 
I have come face to face with our Lord through his incredible creation of the human body. The Science 
Center holds a very, very special place in my heart and has been significant in my faith journey. I thank 
the Lord for his provision and for bringing Don and Doris Meyer, his faithful stewards, forward to help 
make this science center possible.”
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Dr. Dorothy Chappell, who expects that 
the collection will draw professionals as 
well as promote student research. 

In fact, the department already 
stands out for the hands-on fieldwork 
and research opportunities available to 
undergraduates at sites around the world, 
as well as at the Wheaton College Science 
Station in the Black Hills of South Dakota, 
according to Dr. Stephen Moshier, chair 
of geology and environmental science. 

From Wheaton’s Science Station, envi-
ronmental science, geology, and biology 
students have access to several national and 
state parks, including Badlands National 
Park and Black Hills National Forest, 
which contain a variety of ecosystems and 
geological features for study.

Starting with one student four years 
ago, geology professor Dr. Jeff Greenberg 
began a comprehensive analysis of the 
features along a quarter-mile stretch of 

Highway 385 at Pactola Dam. He and  
Peter Brice ’11 co-authored a report 
presented at the annual conference of the 
Geological Society of America. Since then 
several other students have participated in 
the study and have presented or soon will 
present their results at national conferences, 
including Frances Griswold ’13, Elizabeth 
“Lissa” Peterson ’12, Chris Tulimiero ’12, 
Joel MacKinney ’14, George “Kit” Carson 
’12, and Chris Gates ’13.  

Preparing to publish the findings from  
the study this fall, Dr. Greenberg notes 
that the data gathered challenges prevailing 
theories about the latest Precambrian 
geological activity in the Black Hills region. 
He explains, “Our data suggests that the 
event that created the Harney Peak Granite 
(like what’s seen at Mount Rushmore) had a  
fairly profound regional effect on the rocks 
that people hadn’t realized before.” 

To participate in this kind of hands-on 
research in the Black Hills, to study the 
conventional theories, and to draw  
fresh conclusions give Wheaton’s geology  
students distinctive preparation for  
graduate school and employment.  
In fact, all the primary research students  
in the Pactola Dam study have gone on  
to graduate programs or competitive 
summer internships. 

Just a few of the other projects keeping 
geology and environmental science stu-
dents busy include developing sustainable 
water resources and waste treatment for the 
two-thirds world, conducting air and water 
quality studies in international urban and 
rural settings, and even collaborating with 
Wheaton’s Archaeology Field School at 
Ashkelon, Israel. 

“Ongoing opportunities for 
undergraduate research—and now the 
benefits of the Smith Collection—will 
continue to enrich our geology offerings,” 
says Dr. Greenberg.

Geology and Environmental 
Science Department 
expands in resources and 
research  

Wheaton geology students—majors 
and non-majors alike—have access 
to remarkable learning and research 
opportunities, both on and off campus.

A massive collection of rocks, gems, 
and minerals were added to the geology 
department’s already extensive holdings 
this spring. A gift from the estate of 
petroleum geologist and mineralogist Art 
Smith ’57, this sought-after collection 
features about 30,000 geological 
specimens from around the world (see 
pages 12-13). “This has huge implications 
for our general education program and 

the geology major,”  
says Dean of Natural 

and Social 
Sciences  
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At the Wheaton College Science Station in the 

Black Hills. Kaitlyn “Bucky” Le Baudour ’11 uses 

a Brunton geological compass to measure the 

tilting and tilt direction of rock layers (called 

“strike and dip”) and relate them to other geologic 

features.

George “Kit” Carson ’12

WHEATON news
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                Blanchard Hall  
recognized as Underground 
Railroad site 
The National Park Service approved
in April the inclusion of Blanchard  
Hall in the National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom, recog-
nizing that Wheaton’s landmark build-
ing “makes a significant contribution to 
the understanding of the Underground 
Railroad in American history.”

With a well-known Abolitionist 
founding president in Jonathan 
Blanchard, Wheaton College had long 
been rumored to be a stop along the 
Underground Railroad; however, the 
strongest evidence for this claim came 
to light only in 2009 with the discovery 
of a letter written by Ezra Cook of the 
Thirty-ninth Regiment of the Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry. According to Cook’s 
account, runaway slaves were completely 
safe at Wheaton and did not even 
have to hide, so strong was the local 
Abolitionist sentiment. “With hundreds 
of others, I have seen and talked with 
such fugitives in the college chapel,” 
Cook said. “Of course they soon took 
a night train well-guarded to the next 
station on the U. G. R. R.” (quoted 
in Charles Clark’s The History of the
Thirty-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteer 
Veteran Infantry, published in 1889).

Professor Emeritus of History  
Dr. David Maas chronicled Wheaton’s 
anti-slavery history in his book Marching
to the Drumbeat of Abolitionism:  
Wheaton College in the Civil War 
(Wheaton College, 2010).

“Being a part of the Network to 
Freedom will help those familiar with 
other U. G. R. R. sites to learn and  
know of Wheaton’s involvement,” says 
College historian and archivist David 
Malone M.A. ’92. 

s t u d e n t n e W s

Wheaton mourns the loss
of Graham Stevens
Freshman Graham Elliot Stevens,
age 19, passed away on Tuesday, March 
26, 2013. An undeclared major interested 
in biology, Graham was also a gifted 
musician. 

  “I was encouraged to hear many 
wonderful stories about him,” says 
Wheaton College Chaplain Stephen 
Kellough. “Graham will be remembered 
as a young man who was full of life and 
vitality as a Christian believer, and as a 
good friend who sacrificed for others. I 
was moved to learn Graham has friends 
who will remember him as the person 
who led them to faith in Christ.”   

On March 22, Graham collapsed while 
participating in the Men’s Glee Club 
tradition of playing Capture the Flag on 
Blanchard lawn. Upon his death several 
days later, the Stevens family decided to 
extend his legacy by making his organs 
available for donation.

His many friends, including his Traber 
3 floormates and the entire Men’s Glee 
Club, will remember Graham. 

Traber 3 floormate Drew Boa ’14 
recalls Graham eagerly sharing insights 
from his study of Proverbs, reading  
C. S. Lewis late at night, and plastering 
the walls of his room with quotes like 

Ignatius’ “I come from God. I belong to 
God. I am destined for God.”

Daniel Cummings ’15, co-leader of 
Graham’s Discipleship Small Group, re-
members exploring white drifts, throw-
ing snowballs, and talking about Jesus at 
3:00 A.M. after a snowfall in January. “He
loved to enjoy life and just as naturally, he 
loved to discuss matters of faith and seek 
God at all times.”

Graham was active in his home church, 
Blanchard Alliance in Wheaton, playing 
the piano for the worship team. Brad 
Jones, the minister of music, describes 
Graham as a gentle soul who loved the 
outdoors and showed special tenderness 
to his three younger brothers. “Graham 
was quiet and gentle, but had a way 
of drawing people to him,” Jones 
said. “People just loved him.” Survivors 
include his parents, Jeffrey and Brenda 
Stevens; two sisters; and three brothers.

s t u d e n t  n e W s

Graham Stevens'

friends remember 

his winning smile, 

sense of humor, and 

wisdom. “Graham 

loved to bring people 

together and make 

them laugh,” says 

James Barrett ’16.  

“He was an encour-

agement to me in the 

way he pursued God.”

HoneyRock Chapel is dedicated
Two hundred guests gathered at HoneyRock, 
Wheaton’s Northwoods campus in Wisconsin, 
from May 24 to 26 to celebrate the dedication 
of the HoneyRock Chapel. At a ribbon-cutting ceremony, President Philip Ryken ’88, 
HoneyRock Director Rob Ribbe ’87, M.A. ’90, and Advisory Board Chair Tim Evon honored 
Bill ’72 and Nancy Long ’72, for whom the sanctuary is named. The Longs have lived and 
worked at HoneyRock since the early 1970s, and Bill is currently construction manager. The 
first Sunday morning sermon was delivered by Trustee Jim Plueddemann ’65, M.A. ’71, with 
worship music led by Zach Stoner ’12.
         The chapel’s new features include the Penny Nickel Hagaman ’70 fireplace, David 
Klopfenstein ’64 classroom, and Howard ’41 and Gabe White prayer room. 

Highway 385 at Pactola Dam. He and
Peter Brice ’11 co-authored a report 
presented at the annual conference of the 
Geological Society of America. Since then 
several other students have participated in 
the study and have presented or soon will 
present their results at national conferences, 
including Frances Griswold ’13, Elizabeth 
“Lissa” Peterson ’12, Chris Tulimiero ’12, 
Joel MacKinney ’14, George “Kit” Carson 
’12, and Chris Gates ’13.  

Preparing to publish the findings from  
the study this fall, Dr. Greenberg notes 
that the data gathered challenges prevailing 
theories about the latest Precambrian 
geological activity in the Black Hills region. 
He explains, “Our data suggests that the 
event that created the Harney Peak Granite 
(like what’s seen at Mount Rushmore) had a 
fairly profound regional effect on the rocks
that people hadn’t realized before.” 

To participate in this kind of hands-on 
research in the Black Hills, to study the 
conventional theories, and to draw  
fresh conclusions give Wheaton’s geology  
students distinctive preparation for  
graduate school and employment.  
In fact, all the primary research students  
in the Pactola Dam study have gone on  
to graduate programs or competitive 
summer internships. 

Just a few of the other projects keeping 
geology and environmental science stu-
dents busy include developing sustainable 
water resources and waste treatment for the 
two-thirds world, conducting air and water 
quality studies in international urban and 
rural settings, and even collaborating with 
Wheaton’s Archaeology Field School at 
Ashkelon, Israel. 

“Ongoing opportunities for 
undergraduate research—and now the 
benefits of the Smith Collection—will 
continue to enrich our geology offerings,” 
says Dr. Greenberg.
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His Mansion, she returned there for a 
summer internship. She hopes to pursue 
graduate studies in counseling and serve 
in member care for foreign missionaries. 
“I would love to work with MKs as they 
make the transition to college life in the 
U.S., or on staff in residence life at an 
overseas boarding school for MKs.”
Matthew McMillan ’14—a mathematics 
and physics double major. Co-president 
of Wheaton’s math club, Arithmos, and 
teaching assistant for the mathematics 
and physics department, Matt spent 
last spring studying mathematics in 
Budapest and this summer interning 
at University of California-Berkeley 
in geometry, topology, and operator 
algebras. He previously interned at the 
Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory and 
has conducted plasma physics research 
with Associate Professor of Physics Dr. 
Darren Craig. “I have strong interests in 
philosophy and theology, and have spent 
considerable time in discussion with 
friends and acquaintances, and reading on 
my own,” he says, adding that he plans 
on pursuing graduate studies and possibly 
an academic career in mathematics, 
physics, or philosophy.

Scholarship renamed in memory of Josiah Bubna
Last fall the Class of 2011 renamed their scholarship fund in honor of classmate Josiah Bubna 
’11, who passed away on July 7, 2012. The Class of 2011 Josiah Bubna Memorial Scholarship 
provides financial assistance to international students planning to attend Wheaton. According 
to class president Paul Nelson ’11, the seniors wanted to highlight the value of international 
student perspectives enriching the Wheaton experience for the community as a whole. 
“Starting a scholarship fund for these students seemed a powerful way to help ensure that an 
international presence continues to be a part of our alma mater,” he says.

The son of missionaries Joel and Elin Bubna, Josiah grew up in Côte d’Ivoire, speaking 
French as his first language. In college, he played football, managed advertising for the Record, 
and earned a double major in international relations and business economics with a minor in 
French, graduating with honors. He spent a year working with Samaritan’s Purse in Japan and 
planned to go to Liberia.

“To give an opportunity to international students to attend Wheaton College not only makes 
sense; it fits the message of Josiah’s life,” said Joel and Elin Bubna.

 

Board members (standing, l to r): Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93, Erin 
Hoekstra ’04, Paul Klobucher ’96, Kirstin Skytte Lindquist ’87, David 
McDowell ’68. Awardees (seated): Clara Kent, Lilian Chou, Elizabeth 
Loewer. Not pictured: Matthew McMillan, who was studying in Hungary.

The Wheaton College Alumni 

Association Board of Directors presented 
four students with Senior Scholarship 
Awards for the 2013-14 academic year. 
The winners were announced at Honors 
Convocation on May 1.
Lillian Chou ’14—a violin and piano 
performance double major with elective 
studies in biochemistry. She served as 
concertmaster of the Wheaton College 
Symphony Orchestra, taught violin in the 
Community School of the Arts, and was a 
2012 chamber music groups competition 
winner. In addition to accompanying 
children’s choirs, soloists, and her church’s 
worship team, she participates in Senior 
Music Ministry, performing for the 
residents at Windsor Park Manor. After 
graduation, she hopes to pursue graduate 
studies in music and possibly the sciences, 
as well as give music lessons and perform 
with chamber music groups and worship 
teams. She says she is also interested in 
“opportunities for research and medicine, 
teaching English, and missions, especially 
serving [in Taiwan].”
Clara Kent ’14—an anthropology major 
with a certificate in Human Needs and 
Global Resources (HNGR). She served  

as a teaching assistant for the B.R.I.D.G.E. 
program and for the sociology and 
anthropology department, managed 
events for the Solidarity Cabinet, and 
worked with Student Ministry Partners, 
traveling to Indonesia one summer and 
later coordinating trips for other students. 
Clara spent this June in Warsaw, Poland, 
on a fellowship with Humanity in Action. 
Afterward she went to Amman, Jordan, 
for a six-month HNGR internship 
with the Caritas Jordan organization, 
serving Syrian and Iraqi refugees. 
After graduation, she plans to work in 
Washington, D.C. “One day, I’d love to 
be involved in international initiatives, 
possibly working with an organization 
like the U.N.,” she says.
Elizabeth Loewer ’14—a psychology 
major with a minor in Christian 
education. She served on the cabinet 
for Mu Kappa, the campus organization 
for missionary kids, and participated in 
Gospel Choir and Psi Chi, the Psychology 
National Honor Society. She also worked 
as a teaching assistant in the education 
department and a peer consultant for 
ESL and graduate students in the Writing 
Center. After a spring BreakAway trip to 

Four seniors receive Alumni Association scholarships
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His Mansion, she returned there for a
summer internship. She hopes to pursue 
graduate studies in counseling and serve 
in member care for foreign missionaries. 
“I would love to work with MKs as they 
make the transition to college life in the 
U.S., or on staff in residence life at an 
overseas boarding school for MKs.”
Matthew McMillan ’14—a mathematics
and physics double major. Co-president 
of Wheaton’s math club, Arithmos, and 
teaching assistant for the mathematics 
and physics department, Matt spent 
last spring studying mathematics in 
Budapest and this summer interning 
at University of California-Berkeley 
in geometry, topology, and operator 
algebras. He previously interned at the 
Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory and 
has conducted plasma physics research 
with Associate Professor of Physics Dr. 
Darren Craig. “I have strong interests in 
philosophy and theology, and have spent 
considerable time in discussion with 
friends and acquaintances, and reading on 
my own,” he says, adding that he plans 
on pursuing graduate studies and possibly 
an academic career in mathematics, 
physics, or philosophy.

C A M P U S  N E W S

Wheaton faculty receive
awards

Six Wheaton faculty members were
honored with Faculty Achievement 
Awards at the Honors Convocation this 
past spring. Nominations for these awards 
are solicited from the senior class, from 
graduate students, and from faculty and 
administrators. These nominations are 
used by the selection committee.

Junior Faculty achievement awardees

Larycia Hawkins

assistant professor of politics
Students say this teacher-scholar is
“amazing,” “knowledgeable,” and “a 
clear communicator” whose presentations 
and discussions in class are “extremely 
valuable and eye-opening.” She is known 
for being deeply passionate about her field 
and its intersection with Christian faith 
and living. She passes that enthusiasm 
to her students while also rigorously 
challenging them to understand and 
engage with various perspectives in her 
discipline. 

Benjamin Lovaasen

assistant professor of chemistry
A student said, “He is devoted to serving
this college and all of the students who 
enter it through teaching, mentoring, 
and building up a Christocentric view 
of the sciences.” He has also launched 

a state-of-the-art research program at 
Wheaton that has already involved many 
undergraduate students in the synthesis 
and characterization of novel compounds 
that have potential use in solar energy 
conversion. 

senior scholarship achievement

awardees

Karin Redekopp Edwards

professor of music
She has an enormous influence in the
lives of students, while maintaining a 
personal performance schedule that is 
impressive. One student described her 
teaching style as a “perfect, gentle balance 
of grace and truth.” Whether performing 
a concerto with the Wheaton College 
Symphony Orchestra, touring with her 
husband as a piano duo, or teaching 
piano lessons or pedagogy classes, she 
pursues high standards for herself and her 
students. 

Alan Seaman

associate professor of intercultural studies
Known on campus as a master teacher 
as well as a wise counselor and mentor, 
he is both a prolific scholar and a leader 
in his field. He has published 25 journal 
articles and teacher-resource works, and 
is a sought-after presenter at conferences. 
He is the senior editor of Passport to
Adventure, a massive, complex textbook
series for international children learning 

English in Christian schools in Asia, 
Latin America, Africa, and Europe. 

senior teaching achievement

awardees

Christina Bieber Lake

professor of English
She is regularly named as one of the
most influential and brilliant teachers at 
Wheaton. As a “fierce advocate” for a 
truthful, faith-based understanding of 
human nature, she authentically engages 
the intersection between faith and 
reason through her scholarship, through 
the texts she teaches, and through her 
sharing of her own personal struggles. 
She consistently demonstrates the 
ability to strike just the right balance in 
challenging, equipping, and supporting 
students. 

R. Tracy McKenzie

professor of history
At Wheaton only three years, he has
made his mark as a teacher, scholar, and 
valued colleague of irenic spirit and 
visionary wisdom. He teaches history 
as more than a series of events but as 
events illustrative of deeper questions 
and a bigger picture. A master teacher, 
he trains his students to think on their 
own and to take responsibility for their 
own education. In addition, he serves 
as department chair and president of the 
Conference on Faith and History.

Scholarship renamed in memory of Josiah Bubna
Last fall the Class of 2011 renamed their scholarship fund in honor of classmate Josiah Bubna 
’11, who passed away on July 7, 2012. The Class of 2011 Josiah Bubna Memorial Scholarship 
provides financial assistance to international students planning to attend Wheaton. According 
to class president Paul Nelson ’11, the seniors wanted to highlight the value of international 
student perspectives enriching the Wheaton experience for the community as a whole. 
“Starting a scholarship fund for these students seemed a powerful way to help ensure that an 
international presence continues to be a part of our alma mater,” he says.

The son of missionaries Joel and Elin Bubna, Josiah grew up in Côte d’Ivoire, speaking 
French as his first language. In college, he played football, managed advertising for the Record, 
and earned a double major in international relations and business economics with a minor in 
French, graduating with honors. He spent a year working with Samaritan’s Purse in Japan and 
planned to go to Liberia.

“To give an opportunity to international students to attend Wheaton College not only makes 
sense; it fits the message of Josiah’s life,” said Joel and Elin Bubna.

 

Larycia Hawkins Benjamin Lovaasen  Karin R. Edwards Alan Seaman Christina B. Lake R. Tracy McKenzie
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Big Splash

“You never get a second chance to make a good first impression.” —Will Rogers, Jr.

by Brett Marhanka, Athletics Communications Director 

Kirsten Nitz ’16 made a strong first
impression for the Thunder women’s 
swim team, and it lasted an entire year. 
In just her second week of collegiate 
competition, she set school records in 
the 100-yard freestyle and the 100-
yard butterfly, and was named the 
Counsilman-Hunsaker Swimmer of the 
Week by Collegeswimming.com. 

Her season-long splash culminated in 
March at the 2013 NCAA Division III 
Swimming & Diving Championships, 
where she won three individual national 
championships, the most ever won in a 
year by a Wheaton swimmer. 

Kirsten set an NCAA record at the 
conference championships in the 50-yard 
freestyle, and later added national titles  
in the 100-yard butterfly and the  

200-yard backstroke. She was also honored
as the CCIW Women’s MVP of the 
conference meet and later this spring as 
CCIW Women’s Swimmer of the Year. 

“She’s an extremely versatile athlete and 
a team player,” says Coach Jon Lederhouse 
’74, aquatics director and head swimming 
coach. “One of the things that was signifi-
cant about her success, and a bit unusual, 
was that she won her NCAA titles in three 
different strokes over three different distances.” 

A third-generation Wheaton student, 
Kirsten made the difficult decision to forego 
swim scholarships and once-in-a-lifetime 
Division I swimming opportunities when she 
followed her entire nuclear family’s footsteps 
to Wheaton. She says, “Even though it was 
a hard decision, I knew that getting a great 
education and being at Wheaton would also 

be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
Having given the matter a great deal 

of thought, she explains that she expects 
academics to drive her career path after 
college. Mindful of what a formative 
experience college can be, she adds, “I 
wanted to be part of a community that 
focuses on Christ and builds one another up 
in that.” And in fact, the caring community 
at Wheaton has been the favorite piece of 
Kirsten’s first-year experience. 

Though she swam competitively in 
high school, Kirsten expected the jump 
to collegiate-level swimming at Wheaton 
to be difficult. She says, “Coming from 
high school, it was a challenge. I was not 
used to having two-a-day practices, or 
early morning practices on top of more 
demanding academics.” 

Ready for that big stretch, Kirsten has 
especially enjoyed the team camaraderie 
at Wheaton. “Having such a big team and 
having everyone be in that together made 
it a joy to be at practice with everyone 
pushing each other.” 

Though she hadn’t set specific goals for 
herself before college, she says, “Once I 
got here I realized it would be really fun 
to have the team go to Nationals. We 
had that as a group goal. For myself, I just 
wanted to improve on my times, and if 
other things worked out—like getting to 
Nationals or setting national records—that 
would be awesome.”

After a whole lot of awesome, the 
applied health science major has just a 
few goals for the future. Academically, 
she hopes to pursue medical school and 
possibly minor in French. As a swimmer, 
she says, “From a team perspective, we 
would like to move up in the standings 
for sure and have the men’s team at 
Nationals.” Personally she hopes to keep 
improving her times, defend her national 
titles, “set another national record, and of 
course, keep on loving the sport.” 
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When she set the national record  

in the 50-yard freestyle (22.66),  

Kirsten became the second Wheaton 

swimmer to be a national champion. 

Linda Chambers ’86 set Wheaton’s  

first national record in 1983 for the  

1650-yard freestyle.
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Wheaton Thunder Fall Sports Schedule

Most football, women’s soccer and men’s soccer games are broadcast on WETN radio at 88.1 FM and  
on the internet at www.wetn.org. Live video of home football, men’s soccer and women’s soccer contests 
are carried on WETN-TV (check local cable listings in the Wheaton area) and on the internet at  
www.wetn.org. Live in-game statistics for many sports can be found online at athletics.wheaton.edu. 

be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
Having given the matter a great deal 

of thought, she explains that she expects 
academics to drive her career path after 
college. Mindful of what a formative 
experience college can be, she adds, “I 
wanted to be part of a community that 
focuses on Christ and builds one another up 
in that.” And in fact, the caring community 
at Wheaton has been the favorite piece of 
Kirsten’s first-year experience. 

Though she swam competitively in 
high school, Kirsten expected the jump 
to collegiate-level swimming at Wheaton 
to be difficult. She says, “Coming from 
high school, it was a challenge. I was not 
used to having two-a-day practices, or 
early morning practices on top of more 
demanding academics.” 

Ready for that big stretch, Kirsten has 
especially enjoyed the team camaraderie 
at Wheaton. “Having such a big team and 
having everyone be in that together made 
it a joy to be at practice with everyone 
pushing each other.” 

Though she hadn’t set specific goals for 
herself before college, she says, “Once I 
got here I realized it would be really fun 
to have the team go to Nationals. We 
had that as a group goal. For myself, I just 
wanted to improve on my times, and if 
other things worked out—like getting to 
Nationals or setting national records—that 
would be awesome.”

After a whole lot of awesome, the 
applied health science major has just a 
few goals for the future. Academically, 
she hopes to pursue medical school and 
possibly minor in French. As a swimmer, 
she says, “From a team perspective, we 
would like to move up in the standings 
for sure and have the men’s team at 
Nationals.” Personally she hopes to keep 
improving her times, defend her national 
titles, “set another national record, and of 
course, keep on loving the sport.” 

When she set the national record  

in the 50-yard freestyle (22.66),  

Kirsten became the second Wheaton 

swimmer to be a national champion. 

Linda Chambers ’86 set Wheaton’s  

first national record in 1983 for the  

1650-yard freestyle.

t h u n d e r  b y  t h e  n u m b e r s

1:49.91 
fastest time in the 
men’s 800-meter 
run in all of Division III 
in the 2013 Outdoor 
Track & Field 
Season. This time 
sent Luke Vance ’13 
to Nationals where 
he earned the  
fifth All-American 
recognition of his 
career.

1.68 
earned run average 
(ERA) posted by 
pitcher Michael 
Kaufman ’16 in the 
2013 baseball 
season. It was the 
lowest ERA in a 
season by a  
Wheaton starting 
pitcher since 1997.

2 
school records set 
by Emma Gilbertson 
’14 in the span of a 
week this April. 
Gilbertson ran the 
women’s 3,000 
meters in 10:01.06 on 
April 20, and on April 
25 she set a school 
record of 36:01.08 in 
the women’s 
10,000-meters.  

34 
years between  
wins for a Wheaton 
men’s tennis player 
at the NCAA 
Division III Men’s 
Tennis Champion-
ship. Ryan Kreis ’14 
won this May at  
the 2013 NCAA  
Division III  
Championships,  
on his way to 
All-American 
recognition.

Football
9/7 Benedictine  
9/14 Albion    
9/21 Luther   
10/5 Augustana (Homecoming)
10/12 Carthage  
10/19 Elmhurst 
10/26 Illinois Wesleyan 
11/2 Millikin  
11/9 North Central (Family  
 Weekend) 
11/16 North Park

men’s soccer
8/30 Macalester
8/31 Taylor
9/7 Hope 
9/10 U. of Chicago 
9/13 Augsburg
9/14 Bethel 
9/18 Benedictine
9/20 Greenville  
9/24 Loras
9/28 Washington U.-St. Louis
10/2 Carthage
10/4 North Central
10/8 Aurora
10/12 Elmhurst
10/16 UW-Platteville
10/19 Illinois Wesleyan
10/23 Augustana 
10/26 Millikin
11/1 North Park

Women’s soccer
8/30 Montclair State
8/31 U. of Redlands
9/6 Carleton 
9/7 Macalester
9/11 UW-Stevens Point
9/14 St. Thomas 
9/17 Alma
9/21 Washington U.-St. Louis
9/24 Loras
9/27 Aurora 
9/28 Carroll
10/2 Carthage
10/4 North Central
10/9 U. of Chicago
10/11 Elmhurst
10/15 Calvin 
10/19 Illinois Wesleyan
10/23 Augustana 
10/26 Millikin
11/2 North Park 

Volleyball
8/30-31 UW-Whitewater Invite

9/3 Lake Forest 

9/6-7 Austin Volleyball Classic

9/12 Benedictine 

9/14 Monmouth  

9/14 Saint Mary’s (Ind.)

9/18 U. of Chicago

9/20 Concordia-Chicago

9/20 Dominican 

9/27-28 Wheaton Invitational

10/1 Millikin 

10/8 North Central 

10/11-12 North Central Tourn.

10/15 Elmhurst College

10/19 Loras Invitational

10/23 Illinois Wesleyan

10/25 Augustana Tournament 

10/29 North Park 

11/2 Augustana 

11/2 UW-Whitewater

11/5 Carthage

Women’s tennis
8/31 Luther
8/31 Edgewood 
9/7 UW-Whitewater
9/10 Elmhurst 
9/14 Augustana 
9/17 Carthage
9/21 Illinois Wesleyan 
9/21 Millikin 
9/24 North Central 
9/27-28 ITA Regional 
10/4-5 CCIW Tournament
 (Bloomington, Ill.)

men’s and Women’s 
Cross Country
9/6 Aurora Cross Country Classic 
9/21 Gil Dodds Invitational 
10/4 Benedictine Invitational 
10/19 UW-Oshkosh Invitational 
11/2 CCIW Conference Champ. 
11/7 North Central Cardinal Open
11/16 NCAA Div. III Midwest Champ. 
11/23 NCAA Div. III National Champ. 

Women’s Golf
8/30-31 Tournament on the Border 
9/6-7 Olivet Fall Invite
9/10 NCC Fall Classic 
9/17 Bluejay College Fall Invite 
9/21 CCIW/MIAA Challenge 
10/3-5 CCIW Championships 
 

Home contests are in bold. All schedules are subject to 
change. For more information on schedules and possible 
changes visit athletics.wheaton.edu
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A unique combination of artistry                                            and geology, an 
eye-popping set of frogs carved from minerals from around the globe 
are among Smith’s specimens, now on exhibit in the Meyer Science Center. 
The 260 frogs cover a wide range of exquisite colors, textures, artistic 
styles, and composition—from emerald, ruby, and amber to whale bone 
and moose antler.

A unique combination of artistry                                            and geology, an 

The geology faculty in February unpacked a treasure trove 

of gems, rocks, and minerals from the world-class Smith 

Collection, a gift to Wheaton College from the estate  

of Art Smith ’57, a Houston-based petroleum geologist and 

legendary mineral collector. In addition to amassing a 

dazzling array of some 30,000 geological specimens from 

around the globe, Smith discovered the mineral artsmithite, 

a crystalline mercury-aluminum-phosphate. 

“In the mineral community Mr. Smith was held in high regard 

for his knowledge of minerals and his willingness to  

share that knowledge through lectures, displays at shows, 

and leadership in the Houston Gem and Mineral Society  

and the Friends of Mineralogy organization,” writes Marie E.  

Huizing, editor-in-chief of Rocks & Minerals.

The Geology Department storage room is literally brimming 

with specimens waiting to be catalogued for study. Smith’s 

collection includes “one of the most comprehensive quartz 

collections anybody has ever  put together” and about 

20,000 micromounts, including some very rare minerals, and  

specialized collections such as 100 different coppers from 

some 60 places in the world, notes Dr. Jeff Greenberg, 

professor of geology and environmental science. He adds, 

“Smith’s collection of micromounts is probably as good as 

any in the world.”

A Gem of a Collection

WHEATON view
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Cuba
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Only 90 miles 

from Florida’s Key 

West, Cuba offers 

an unparalleled 

opportunity to witness 

politics, faith, and life 

under a Communist 

regime that is 

beginning to show 

signs of change. 

by Jeremy Weber ’05
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(pictured above)  The Cuban flag; El Capitolio, the Cuban 
national Capitol; and Havana’s harbor viewed from the 
Castillo del Morro. (page 14, left) Che Guevara, a Marxist 
revolutionary, depicted on the government’s state 
security building facing Revolution Square.
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Cuba oCCupies         an       exotiC niChe in the minds of many 
Americans: an island of salsa, cigars, and palm trees—so close, yet 
effectively forbidden to most due to the U.S. Treasury’s more than 
50-year-old trade embargo. 

For some, the mention of Cuba evokes images of Havana’s famed 
Malecón seaside esplanade with 1950s classic cars roaring past. 
For others, however, the country’s Communist regime still stirs 
memories of fear associated with the Cuban Missile Crisis and the 
near threat of nuclear attack. 

To learn more about this Caribbean isle, 12 Wheaton students 
traveled to Cuba with their professors for nine days this spring.  
They will tell you that the highlight of the trip was not meeting with  
leading Cuban economists and church leaders, or seeing Ernest 
Hemingway’s house outside the capital city’s elegant Spanish quarter. 
Instead, it was visiting a small, impoverished village about 45 
minutes outside of Havana that was hardly accustomed to seeing 
Americans.

This was true for Sara Hogan ’13, a self-described introvert 
plagued by “debilitating homesickness and anxiety” during her 
early years at Wheaton. In Cuba, this Spanish and business/
economics double major found herself conga dancing down the 
aisle of a small Methodist church overflowing with worshipers. 
Earlier that Sunday, she rode in a horse-drawn cart in order to 
spend time discussing life and faith with a poor Cuban family.

Sara’s host was Leta, a 40-year-old single mother raising her 
5-year-old daughter in a peat hut with a tin roof. Her teenage 
daughter lives elsewhere because Leta can’t afford to raise two 
children. “She was teary but smiling the whole time,” says  
Sara. “She said life was hard, but God provides and is faithful.”

Sara often served as the group’s translator but found herself 
speechless when asked by Leta to share about her own spiritual  
life. This loss for words came after observing Leta’s “inexplicable 
joy,” where Sara expected to find clinical depression due to  
her host’s material poverty. Purposely outside her comfort zone  
on the trip, Sara says she repeatedly felt God’s love, care, and power 
through spiritual family. And this was a perfect example of why 
Wheaton emphasizes global and experiential learning. 

“The great lessons often come in unexpected ways,” says political 
science professor Dr. Mark Amstutz, who co-led the trip. “You  
will get one or two experiences that entirely illuminate. But if 
you’re not properly prepared, you’ll miss it.”

politiCal Changes
Dr. Amstutz had taken Wheaton students to Cuba twice before  
(in 2002 and 2004) but had to halt the trips due to U.S. policy 
changes that reversed two years ago. Having taught international 

affairs ever since the Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Dr. Amstutz had long been curious about Cuba. “Cuba is like 
another world,” he says. “It really is a quasi-totalitarian society, but 
they camouflage the power of the state very well.”

The United States broke off diplomatic relations in response to Fidel 
Castro’s 1959 revolution, which established single-party government 
control of the economy and life in a bid to bring equality to Cuba’s 
people after the reign of dictator Fulgencio Batista. But today the U.S. 
is Cuba’s second-largest source of food imports, and Cuban-Americans 
send more than $1 billion in remittances back to family and friends  
on the island.

Today Cuba is changing—albeit slowly—as the leadership 
transition from an ailing Fidel to his younger brother Raúl has been 
accompanied by the gradual expansion of private property rights such 

Photo: Dr. Gene Green
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camps and other forms of persecution.
“You basically had a church that, for Protestants at least, was left in 

the hands of the laity, and they had to find their way,” says Dr. Green.
For decades, the Communist government, which championed 

atheism, was hostile toward Christians. “We met with both Protestant 
and Catholic leaders who had suffered tremendously in the labor 
camps,” says Dr. Green. “It was a liability to be a Christian for many 
years, and congregations were quite small.”

But despite restrictions on religious freedom, the Cuban church 
underwent a revival 20 years ago that is still going strong today. Most 
churches are overflowing. Christian leaders across denominations will 
tell you their biggest problem is no longer government restrictions but a 
shortage of trained pastors to shepherd all the recent converts. “One of 
the surprises is a church that now is really quite strong,” says Dr. Green.

This was illustrated during the students’ home visits in La Europa. 
Abby visited the home of Arturo, a single father raising three young 
children by himself because his wife had left him.

“The revival in Christianity was very apparent,” she says. “He was 
extremely poor—living in a one-room home with a dirt floor and only 
a bed and a fridge for furniture—but very on fire for God. He could 
not stop talking about how God provided everything they needed.”

Overt persecution by the state ended decades ago, but Cuban 
Christians still experience regular discrimination, including limited 
access to the media and restrictions on building new churches. 
The building restrictions have actually furthered the growth of the 
church, as house churches split and split again once they reach the 
capacity of their smaller facilities. The limits on media access have 
prompted churches to focus on personal evangelism.

Students noted that Cuban Christians are quite bold about 
evangelism and discipleship. “They were very forward about asking 
new people in the church whether they were ready to accept Christ,” 
says Anne Justine of the La Europa church.

Abby recalls watching an altar call at the central Methodist 
church in Havana. “When none of those in the congregation would 
come forward—not because of apathy but because all were already 
established in their faith—the pastor went out into the street and 
brought people in for the congregation to pray over them.”

Social work presents an ongoing challenge for Cuban Christians. 
“The government says, ‘You save the soul, and we’ll take care of 
everything else,’” says Dr. Green. “If you believe the gospel comes 
in word and deed, and the government says you cannot do the deed, 
then that makes for a difficult time.”

Struck by the needs of the church, Dr. Green says, “They are trying 
to do a lot with very little. They do need help, but what Cubans want 
is partnership. They are extremely capable; any type of paternalism 
doesn’t go down well. Our future with them is one of mutuality.”

Even given the needs, Dr. Green says, “If I were to emphasize 
anything, it’s the strength of the Cuban church, and their progress 
from repression to growth and hope.” 

as car ownership and the ability to buy and sell homes, as well as to 
farm and sell produce in local markets.

But the biggest transition—one frequently noted by journalists  
and other visitors today—is a new found freedom to dissent, sparked 
largely by Cuba’s economic decline once the Soviet Union—long 
Cuba’s supporter—fell apart in the 1990s.

“I was surprised at the level of candor,” says Dr. Amstutz of this 
year’s trip compared to his previous two trips. “Before, the people 
who spoke to us had to be very careful with their words. Cubans feel 
freer today than in times past.”

Students went to Cuba with a range of views on socialism versus 
capitalism and spent time talking with Cubans about what their lives 
are like living under a Communist government. 

The government provides free education (including college) and 
basic healthcare, so Cubans enjoy a 90 percent literacy rate and an 
education that is “possibly more rigorous than one might find in 
many American public schools,” says Anne Justine Houser ’15, a 
Spanish and international relations double major. The government 
also provides food rations and housing.

The housing is sometimes sub-par, however, and rations are not 
sufficient to feed a family. The government also controls wages, 
so most jobs that Americans would consider prestigious earn only 
USD $20-$40 per month. Meanwhile, tourists are required to use 
a special inflated currency (CUCs) that is 25 times the value of 
a Cuban peso. This means that Cubans who work in the tourist 
industry as taxi drivers can make more than doctors.

“I realized Cuba has a unique identity, and not simply plain 
socialism or capitalism,” says Abby Amstutz ’16, a biblical and 
theological studies major.  

“Students come away with a far more nuanced perspective,” said 
Dr. Amstutz, who is Abby’s uncle. “Most students return with far 
more questions about how Cuba is typically described by both sides.”

The GrowinG ChurCh
Cuban Christianity shares the charismatic expression of the rest 
of Latin America. The fastest-growing segment is Pentecostal 
congregations, led by the Assemblies of God. Even its traditional 
Protestant churches, such as the Methodists, are marked by 
passionate preaching, miraculous healings, exuberant worship, and—
by and large—the regular manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the gift 
of tongues.

But the distinctive of Cuban Christianity is “how do you think 
and act as Christians in a totalitarian environment,” says New 
Testament professor Dr. Gene Green, who co-led this year’s trip.

The Cuban church lost most of its leadership after Castro’s 
revolution. Many expatriate leaders left the country or were soon 
forced out, and many Cuban leaders left as well due to forced labor 

Photos above and right, far right: dr.gene green
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(top, clockwise) 
Twelve Wheaton 
students and their 
professors travel on 
the Wheaton in Cuba 
study abroad trip; 
a horse-drawn cart 
in a rural area; life 
today in Old Havana; 
one of thousands  
of classic 1950s 
American cars on 
the roads in Cuba; 
Wheaton student 
Matt Vaselkiv ’14, 

drinking coconut 
milk; a statue of 
Cuban national 
hero, José Martí, 
depicted holding 
Elián González and 
pointing accusingly 
at the U.S. Interest 
Section in Havana.

Photo above and below: anne Justine houser ’15

Photo: abby amstutz '16

Photos above and right, far right: dr.gene green
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Cuban DistinCtives
Students also observed Cuban culture, coming to understand why 
the country is often described as a “paradox” or a land “frozen  
in time.”

“Cuba is a unique blend of Spanish imperialism, American 
capitalism, and Soviet socialism,” says Abby, recalling the group’s 
exploration of Old Havana. “The Spanish cathedrals and colorful 
townhouses, the spare geometric style of the Soviet architecture, and 
old American cars all coalesce into something beautiful to see. The 
revolution has repressed the culture, but it hasn’t suppressed it.”

Many visitors to Cuba will note how surprisingly safe it feels 
compared to other developing nations with similar levels of poverty. 
Anne Justine credited this to neighborhood watchdogs—citizens 
recruited by the Committee in Defense of the Revolution (CDR) 
decades ago to monitor activity and report back to the government.

“Most of us would think negatively about people reporting on our 
activities, but Cubans had different responses,” she says. “We visited 
a sculptor in his garage, whose artwork was very political. He liked 
Cuba and wouldn’t want to move except the economy is so bad. 
Another man we met was part of the CDR because he said it was 
better to be part of it than not.”

Another surprise for the students was the welcome they received  
as Americans—especially after driving past frequent billboards  
and posters proclaiming slogans such as “The American embargo  

is the biggest genocide in the history of the world.”
“I was surprised at the disconnect between people and government,” 

says Matt Vaselkiv ’14, a biblical and theological studies major. “There 
is so much staunchly anti-American propaganda everywhere, and yet 
you feel no hatred from the Cuban people.”

“Our governments still stand off from each other,” says  
Dr. Green. “But when it comes to the people, although I lived for  
13 years in Latin America, I’ve never been to a place where I’ve felt  
so warmly received.”

authentiC Faith
The time spent in Cuba served as a learning laboratory for how 
government policies affect both the public and private life of citizens. 
But more importantly, it offered students examples of inspiring faith.

“If you want to see authentic faith, go to a place with enormous 
adversity, where people pay with careers or lives when they publicly 
commit themselves to Christ,” says Dr. Amstutz. 

The biggest takeaway for many students was “the depth of joy” of 
Cuban Christians. “People do not find their joy and satisfaction within 
material things, but within family and church,” says Dr. Green. “Their 
joy in Christ is so deep, and they recognize their dependency on 
Christ in profound ways.”

“I’ll never forget one of the pastors telling us that he felt it was 

Her Cuban heritage. 
Born in the U.S. of 
Cuban descent, Dr. Jill 
Peláez Baumgaertner, 
dean of humanities 
and theological 
studies, has written a 
collection of poems, 
Finding Cuba, about 
her forebears and their 
courageous exodus 
to flee Castro’s 
regime. All of the 
relatives in this photo 
(ca. 1946) eventually 
would come to 
America, some 
bringing with them 
only a single suitcase. 
The poem about her 
grandmother depicts 
life in prerevolutionary 
Cuba. Her parents 
stand in front of the 
Christmas tree; her 
cousins are seated on 
the floor.
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Students and congregation in front of a Methodist 
church in La Europa, a small village 60 kilometers 
from Havana.  
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Cuba is a place of contested realities, of paradoxes, of tension  
between ideals and practices. Cuba’s economy, society, and politics 
remain much the same today in 2013 as they were in 1959 when  
Fidel and the Revolution took over.  Fidel came to power, promising 
change to society so that the elites wouldn’t have majority power.   

The Revolution made great promises for reformed and improved social 
services, many of which were effected. The Castro regime has  
improved literacy rates and provides low-quality, basic healthcare  
for all Cubans. The social services that the Cuban government provides, 
however, are not enough. Running water and electricity are often 
luxuries.  The food that is rationed out to each family is rarely (if ever) 
enough.  

I experienced this firsthand when we visited the rural town of Europa, 
a 45-minute bus ride outside of Havana. There I visited Leta, a  
40-year-old woman whose “house” was a ram-shackle hut with sheets 
for walls, partitioning off four rooms. No running water. One light bulb.  

When I asked Leta if the amount of food rationed to her was sufficient for 
her and her five-year-old daughter, she started crying and said no, while 
also giving me a look as if to say, The question is not whether or not the 
rations are enough. Of course they are not enough. The question you 
should be asking is, “How do we survive despite this?” I failed to ask that 
question, but she graciously answered it for me. First she smiled, her 
eyes brightened, and a torrent of words flowed out of her mouth. But all 
I saw was joy, and all I heard as the answer to that alternative question 
was la gracia de Dios (the grace of God).

easier to be a Christian in Cuba than in the United States,” says Matt, 
“because the government oppression breeds faith, while the oppression 
of abundance we have in the U.S. tricks us into believing we don’t 
need Christ.”

Matt also says the trip challenged his assumption that his 
Westernized faith was objective, while the theologies of the Global 
South were experientially driven.

“I wanted to critique Cuban liberation theologians for the way they 
have allowed their experience [re-education camps and other forms  

of repression] to shape their theology, because I foolishly believed I 
had never done that,” he says. 

Sizing up his faith next to a Cuban Christian’s allowed him to see 
the areas where his own culture had shaped his doctrine. 

His conclusion? “We need to live our lives next to Christians from 
around the world, because this is the only way we will get a more 
complete picture of who God is.”

Toward this end, Wheaton’s Center for Global and Experiential 
Learning (GEL) offers several week-long and semester-long programs 
in a variety of international locations, and for each, the learning begins 
on campus. Before traveling to Cuba, these Wheaton students spent 
time studying the differences between politics, life, and faith in a 
Communist regime versus a liberal democracy. 

Dr. Laura Montgomery, dean of global and experiential learning, 
says, “We aspire for our students, faculty, and staff to function 
competently as global Christians who have the capacity to live, work, 
learn, serve, and worship across cultural boundaries in a meaningful, 
respectful manner in ‘imitation of Christ.’”

In Her Words
Many spring break 
trips to tropical island 
paradises culminate 
with postcards sent 
to friends and family 
back home. Sara 
Hogan ’13 and  
eleven other Wheaton 
students sent letters 
to their federal 
Congressmen and 
wrote reflection 
papers instead. 
Following is an 
excerpt from Sara’s 
paper on this island 
whose “story  
is rarely told and often 
forgotten despite 
its geographic 
nearness.” 

by Sara Hogan ’13 
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the Catalyst
by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06

 
For promoting evangelism and collaboration 

throughout the global church, Dr. S. Doug Birdsall 

’75 received the Alumni Association’s  2013 
Distinguished Service to Society Award.  

Drums thundered through the Cape Town convention 
center, arms raised in worship, and banners fluttered, as more than  
4,000 leaders from 198 nations gathered to discuss the state of the  
church and the challenges of world evangelization on every continent  
at the Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelism in 2010.  
Dr. S. Douglas Birdsall ’75, executive chair of the Lausanne Committee 
for World Evangelization (LCWE) from 2004 to June 2013, led the 
vision-casting and fundraising for the Congress—an event Christianity 
Today described as the “the most representative gathering of Christian 
leaders in church history.”

Capturing the attention and enlisting the cooperation of global 
church leaders comes naturally for Doug, who has devoted a lifetime 
to developing church leaders and uniting influential Christians around 
the globe. According to Ramez Atallah of The Bible Society of Egypt, 
“Doug is seen as a servant leader who believes in others. He is there to 
empower them and keep himself out of the limelight.” 

Continuing his family’s legacy of four previous generations of 
ministry, Doug and his wife, Jeanine Rowell Birdsall ’75, served as 
missionaries in Japan with LIFE Ministries (now Asian Access) from 
1980 to 1999. Doug served as the organization’s director of missionary 
staff from 1985 to 1991 and president from 1991 to 2004. 

In addition to learning a great deal about evangelism, leadership,  
and church planting during these early years, Doug says perhaps  
the most vital lesson came in simply learning to trust God in the midst 
of a resistant nation like Japan. “Just as the prophet Habakkuk, who  
had little to show for his work, I learned to say, ‘Though the fig tree 
does not bud, and there are no grapes on the vines. . . . Yet I will rejoice 

Along with his bachelor’s degree in  
biblical and theological studies 
from Wheaton, Doug holds a M.Div. 
from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary, a Th.M. from Harvard 
University, and a Ph.D. from Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies. 
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in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior’” (Hab. 3: 17-18).
Like the generations before them, Doug and Jeanie devoted them-

selves not only to their ministry outside of the home, but also to raising 
a new generation of insightful and engaged Christians. After 20 years of 
side-by-side mission work in Japan, Jeanie took up teaching and coun-
seling responsibilities at The First Congregational Church of Hamilton 
and Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary while Doug assumed 
leadership of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelism (LCWE). 
Doug also served as the first director of the J. Christy Wilson, Jr. Center 
for World Missions at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.

Doug’s history with the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelism 
began long before his involvement as a leader. In 1975, during his 
senior year at Wheaton, he was introduced to the new movement 

by President Hudson Armerding ’41 (one of the five authors of the 
Lausanne Covenant) and Dr. Donald Hoke ’41, M.A.’44, D.D. ’59, 
director of the 1974 LCWE. 

While at Wheaton, Professor of English Dr. Leland Ryken and 
Chaplain Evan Welsh ’27, D.D.’55 strongly influenced Doug’s growth 
and development. With Dr. Ryken, Doug studied Milton’s Paradise 
Lost and his sonnet “When I Consider How My Light Is Spent,” which 
concludes with the words, “They also serve who only stand and wait.” 
Doug notes that over the course of his career he has come to realize, 
“This waiting is not passive—it is waiting with hopeful anticipation 
that God is going to demonstrate his faithfulness and his greatness.”

Doug met with Chaplain Welsh every Tuesday during his 
Wheaton days. “We would sit in wing back chairs and talk for 30 
or 40 minutes and then get down on our knees and pray. He taught 
me a magnanimous spirit and prepared me for working with a wide 
spectrum of the church.” Though evangelicalism was preoccupied with 
boundaries in those days, he says, “Chaplain Welsh showed me the 
importance of a heart that’s pure with the love of God.”

Doug participated in the Lausanne Younger Leaders Conference in 
Singapore in 1987, and then in 1989 served as assistant to the conference 
director for Lausanne II in Manila, Philippines. His leadership as 

executive chair of the LCWE began in 2004. His persistent commitment 
to sharing the vision for the global church with all those he encounters has 
produced an increased spirit of unity among Christians around the world. 

Grace Samson-Song, part of the National Leadership Team for Youth 
With A Mission in South Africa, notes, “Since [the Lausanne Younger 
Leaders Gathering in Malaysia in 2006], my world has been enlarged, 
my perspective of missions challenged, and my passion has risen to new 
heights. My life has drastically changed. I became more focused and my 
faith for the Great Commission has been multiplied.”

For three years prior to the Cape Town event, Doug traveled the 
world, articulating the vision, expanding networks, inspiring individuals, 
recruiting leaders and volunteers, and raising funds for the Congress and 
for the ongoing movement. Even afterward, he says the real work is just 

now taking place through relationships, partnerships, and ideas sparked 
from the Congress in 2010.  

“What does it mean for a ten-day event to energize a global 
movement? It means the fruit of that movement grows on other 
people’s trees,” Doug says, noting for instance that an organization like 
World Vision has re-assessed its humanitarian work in the light of the 
evangelization mandate.

The progress also continues through international meetings such as 
the consultation that took place among 15 evangelical Islamic specialists 
from across the globe to help the church think about how to respond  
to the challenges in Muslim majority countries; or the Global Leadership 
Forum held this June in Bangalore, India, drawing 350 delegates, 
including President Philip Ryken ’88, who addressed the challenges 
and opportunities for world evangelization through Christian higher 
education. 

In 2013, Doug begins a new chapter of service as the 27th president 
of the American Bible Society. He sees this as a continuation of the 
theme at Cape Town: to eradicate Bible poverty. In this new role, Doug 
continues to collaborate with evangelical leaders, particularly through 
the commitment to scriptural engagement, working across the full 
expanse of the Christian community.
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Drums thundered through the Cape Town convention 
center, arms raised in worship, and banners fluttered, as more than  
4,000 leaders from 198 nations gathered to discuss the state of the  
church and the challenges of world evangelization on every continent  
at the Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelism in 2010.  
Dr. S. Douglas Birdsall ’75, executive chair of the Lausanne Committee 
for World Evangelization (LCWE) from 2004 to June 2013, led the 
vision-casting and fundraising for the Congress—an event Christianity 
Today described as the “the most representative gathering of Christian 
leaders in church history.”

Capturing the attention and enlisting the cooperation of global 
church leaders comes naturally for Doug, who has devoted a lifetime 
to developing church leaders and uniting influential Christians around 
the globe. According to Ramez Atallah of The Bible Society of Egypt, 
“Doug is seen as a servant leader who believes in others. He is there to 
empower them and keep himself out of the limelight.” 

Continuing his family’s legacy of four previous generations of 
ministry, Doug and his wife, Jeanine Roswell Birdsall ’75, served as 
missionaries in Japan with LIFE Ministries (now Asian Access) from 
1980 to 1999. Doug served as the organization’s director of missionary 
staff from 1985 to 1991 and president from 1991 to 2004. 

In addition to learning a great deal about evangelism, leadership,  
and church planting during these early years, Doug says perhaps  
the most vital lesson came in simply learning to trust God in the midst 
of a resistant nation like Japan. “Just as the prophet Habakkuk, who  
had little to show for his work, I learned to say, ‘Though the fig tree 
does not bud, and there are no grapes on the vines. . . . Yet I will rejoice 

Doug and Jeanie raised  

their three children in Japan. 

The family is shown here at 

the University of Cambridge, 

where Judd is now studying 

for his Ph.D.: (l to r) Judson 

’05, M.A. ’06 and his wife 

Joannella, who have twins, 

Ivy and Kuyper; Jessamin; 

Jeanie; Doug; and Stacia 

and her husband David, who 

have a daughter, Juni.
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Alumni engineers involved 
in building everything 
from airplanes and office 
buildings to clean water 
systems and innovative 
corporations highlight the 
value of a Christian liberal 
arts start.

Momentum. The word carries connotations of 
development and success: We’re gathering 
momentum. It also describes the measure of  
impetus gained by a moving body—a law of  
physics that’s frequently applied by those who  
work in the field of engineering. 

No wonder, then, that Dr. Dorothy Chappell, dean of natural and social 
sciences, uses this word to describe recent developments at Wheaton’s Meyer 
Science Center: “There’s a definite momentum right now in the engineering major, 
with more emphasis on curriculum, personnel, and networking opportunities.” 

This momentum is the response to a clearly articulated need. Students are 
expressing increasing interest in Wheaton’s engineering program, a unique 
academic path with a rich history and diverse possibilities for the future.

Wheaton’s engineering program, also known as a 3-2 program, has been  

Momentum

in place since the 1970s. Frequently described as the “best of both 
worlds,” the 3-2 program allows students to meld a Christian 
liberal arts education from Wheaton with strong engineering 
training from one of the many fully accredited engineering schools 
around the country. 

Engineering students spend their first three years on Wheaton's 
campus, exploring various liberal arts disciplines and interests as 
other Wheaton students do, while also taking foundational math, 
science, and engineering courses. Upon completing the three-year 
liberal arts portion of their study, engineering students then complete 
their studies at an ABET accredited engineering school. Graduates 
of the 3-2 program ultimately receive two degrees: a B.S. in liberal 
arts engineering from Wheaton and a B.S. in a chosen engineering 
discipline from the engineering school.

Wheaton’s engineering students have graduated from many 
ABET accredited schools including University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign, Purdue, Michigan, and Texas A&M, among others.  
To date, however, more than half of Wheaton’s engineering students 

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

Wheaton alumnus Josh Dortzbach ’96 and his team 
at Forefront Structural Engineers collaboratively 
developed an innovative new solution for a curvilinear 
roof structure to float above a proposed new 
international terminal located in Dalian, China.
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Alumni engineers involved 
in building everything 
from airplanes and office 
buildings to clean water 
systems and innovative 
corporations highlight the 
value of a Christian liberal 
arts start.

in place since the 1970s. Frequently described as the “best of both 
worlds,” the 3-2 program allows students to meld a Christian 
liberal arts education from Wheaton with strong engineering 
training from one of the many fully accredited engineering schools 
around the country. 

Engineering students spend their first three years on Wheaton's 
campus, exploring various liberal arts disciplines and interests as 
other Wheaton students do, while also taking foundational math, 
science, and engineering courses. Upon completing the three-year 
liberal arts portion of their study, engineering students then complete 
their studies at an ABET accredited engineering school. Graduates 
of the 3-2 program ultimately receive two degrees: a B.S. in liberal 
arts engineering from Wheaton and a B.S. in a chosen engineering 
discipline from the engineering school.

Wheaton’s engineering students have graduated from many 
ABET accredited schools including University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign, Purdue, Michigan, and Texas A&M, among others.  
To date, however, more than half of Wheaton’s engineering students 

have benefited from the dual degree partnership with the Armour 
College of Engineering at Chicago-based Illinois Institute of 
Technology (IIT). The 3-2 students who attend IIT often spend 
all five years living on Wheaton’s campus and commuting to their 
classes downtown. 

For Colleen Chapman ’04, now a weight and 
mass properties engineer at Boeing, this
partnership with IIT proved fulfilling on many levels. “The big 
thing that motivated me to apply to Wheaton was actually the 
Wade Center,” Colleen says. “I saw C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. 
Tolkien mentioned in the catalog, and I was so excited I literally 
jumped up and down. And then I realized I was able to participate 
in IIT’s engineering program while living in a place where I  
could experience the beauty of God's creation and learn more 
about him. It just felt right. I received a well-rounded education 
and ultimately learned how engineering is influenced by and 
affects other areas of life.”

Colleen Chapman ’04 Josh Dortzbach ’96 (left)
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Josh Dortzbach ’96, a third generation
Wheaton alumnus whose childhood in Kenya 
instilled a passion for cross-cultural connection, claims his time at
Wheaton and IIT yielded a call to pursue urban ministry through 
the field of engineering. 
“The Christian Service Council at Wheaton was where God 

grabbed my heart for the city,” Josh says. Feeling called to live 
among the urban poor, he and his family moved to the city 16 
years ago. In addition to his commitment to urban community, 
Josh describes his ultimate dual degree takeaway as technical and 
professional excellence in the field of structural engineering and, 
ultimately, the vision for business as mission. 

Having participated in both innovative new construction and 
challenging renovation projects, Josh launched his own company 
six years ago. Forefront Structural Engineers, Inc., has a clear 
purpose: to pursue excellence throughout the design process while 
developing new, practical ideas. 

Since the start, the company’s goal has been to invest 25 percent 
of the profits each year into kingdom work in the city, partnering 
with the By the Hand Club for Kids, Hope for Chicago, and 
Young Life. “We’re still defining what ‘business as mission’ means, 
and we’re gathering ideas about how we can contribute mind, 
body, and soul,” he says, noting for instance, that they’ve talked 
with Engineering Ministries International about possible  
short-term ministry opportunities.           

Josh describes the benefit of his unique academic experience:  
“It was my IIT degree that got me my job. It’s my Wheaton 
degree, and the critical thinking skills that come with a liberal arts 
education, that help me excel at my job.” 

Timothy Waldee ’88, general manager, global
product quality at GE Transportation, echoes
Josh’s sentiment. “I needed a broad-based education from a Christian 
liberal arts perspective,” Tim says. “I knew I was only at Wheaton  
for three years, so I took the best (sometimes hardest) classes I could 
find. Now I always say that the ‘3’ was for me, while the ‘2’ assured a 
good engineering job.”   

Tim finished his dual degree at Georgia Tech, and then earned a 
master’s degree in manufacturing systems from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute. His fondest Wheaton memories include meeting his wife, 
Candace Malone Waldee ’88, studying History of Philosophy with 
Professor Arthur Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52, and gleaning C. S. Lewis’ 
perspective on science and technology directly from Lewis’ original 
letters archived in the Marion E. Wade Center.

In his previous role as general manager for GE Energy’s Energy 
Service & Controls manufacturing group, Tim oversaw operations 
in 27 factories located in eight countries, with an annual production 
output of $3.5 billion. “My Wheaton experience really shaped the 
way I think about the world and interact with others in a corporate 
setting,” Tim says. 

In a similar vein, Paul St. Aubyn ’06, a civil
engineer based in Chicago, describes the
first three years as a “grounding time” that instilled a “compelling 
vision” of what it means to live and work as a Christian in the world. 

Named a finalist in the New Faces of Engineering program by  
the National Society of Professional Engineers, Paul has been involved 
in the designing, planning, and building of water treatment plants  
and potable water distribution systems for more than four years. 

Timothy Waldee ’88 Paul St. Aubyn ’06
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Paul’s faith drew him toward this focus. He remembers an
environmental science class in which Dr. Jeff Greenberg challenged 
students to consider global needs. While discussing the lack of access 
to clean drinking water in many parts of the world, “something just 
clicked for me,” he says. 

Now involved in modeling hydraulic distribution systems, often for 
municipalities, Paul also recently volunteered his time to help design 
and engineer a new parking lot and drainage system for a nonprofit 
school located in his own Chicago neighborhood, one of the poorest  
in the city. 

Given the need worldwide for qualified engineers
and the growing interest in the 3-2 program, Wheaton hired Bill 
Medcalf, a licensed professional engineer, as director for the program 
last fall. “The engineer provides products and services that improve 
quality of life and standards of living,” he says. “Wheaton’s Christian 
liberal arts focus encourages our students to bring their faith into 
service as they meet profound human needs.”  

Not only does Medcalf advise students—he’s also working to 
strengthen Wheaton’s relationships with partner institutions and to 

expand the scope of these partnerships. He hopes to create new programs 
of study and more professional internships. 

Medcalf also dedicates a large portion of his time to helping Wheaton 
students keep up with the new technologies in their chosen fields. As 
the engineering field and student interest evolve and grow, more courses 
are being offered on Wheaton’s campus. Medcalf develops and teaches 
these courses, or guides students toward online offerings from IIT. “The 
attention Bill has called to our engineering program is extraordinary,”  
Dr. Chappell says. 

Perhaps most importantly, the new growth and direction for Wheaton’s 
dual degree program means students will go out equipped as they 
head into ever-diversifying industries. Colleen Chapman, for instance, 
considers the theological issues that she explored during her time at 
Wheaton as the foundation on which she’s built her life after college. 

“I’m still working through big questions—I think that is a never-ending 
part of this life,” Colleen says. “But that process of searching for answers 
was one I began to explore in a place where the Bible is accurately taught. 
It gave me certainties to cling to in times of uncertainty. Facing hardship 
would be challenging without the foundation of God’s truth.”

The foundation of God’s truth. Spoken like a true engineer. 

Named a finalist in the New Faces of Engineering program by the  

National Society of Professional Engineers, Paul St. Aubyn ’06 (center)  

traveled to Indonesia in 2007 for an internship with Samaritan’s Purse. 
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Free to Serve
Imagine if more medical 
missionaries weren’t  
weighed down with debt. 
Find out how these four 
alumni moved directly into 
ministry.

      den, Abraham, Molly, and Karla were elementary kids in 1988,  
not yet dreaming of careers in the neediest parts of the world. 
That’s when Dr. Dan Fountain spent a year as missionary- 
scholar-in-residence at Wheaton’s Billy Graham Center. While 
writing about how healthcare promotes worldwide evangelism,  
Dr. Fountain became preoccupied with the biggest obstacle 
keeping healthcare workers from the mission field: debt acquired 
during long years of education and residencies. 

Shane and Eden Neely Niles ’00
When Eden and her husband Shane got excited about a Navigators
ministry that would take them to Senegal, their sending agency told 

them, “It’s too hard to raise support and pay student loans,” says 
Eden, a kinesiologist who worked as a health educator for a nonprofit 
organization. But then the mission told the couple about a grant 
program that repays student loans for medical and healthcare workers 
in ministry: MedSend.

Dr. Fountain and a small board of directors began MedSend  
in 1992 with hopes of raising a million dollars to send out  
32 missionaries unencumbered with education debt. The result has 
surprised everyone. Since that time, MedSend has raised $15 million 
and launched more than 500 workers into ministry.

 Because they didn’t have to wait while repaying student loans, 
Eden and Shane, now with three children, have ministered for  
ten years among an unreached people group in Senegal, where 

by Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86
Abraham ’01 

Shane and Eden ’00

Karla ’07

Molly ’01

E
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them, “It’s too hard to raise support and pay student loans,” says 
Eden, a kinesiologist who worked as a health educator for a nonprofit 
organization. But then the mission told the couple about a grant 
program that repays student loans for medical and healthcare workers 
in ministry: MedSend.

Dr. Fountain and a small board of directors began MedSend  
in 1992 with hopes of raising a million dollars to send out  
32 missionaries unencumbered with education debt. The result has 
surprised everyone. Since that time, MedSend has raised $15 million 
and launched more than 500 workers into ministry.

 Because they didn’t have to wait while repaying student loans, 
Eden and Shane, now with three children, have ministered for  
ten years among an unreached people group in Senegal, where 

perceptions about Christians and God are slowly changing. Eden 
describes their work as “clearing the land, getting the field ready.” 

While Eden works in healthcare, Shane, a graduate of Moody 
Bible Institute with a B.A. in missiology, focuses his efforts on 
community development. With other members of their team, they 
try to get to know every family in their village. “Little by little, they 
see our hearts,” says Eden. Despite the villagers’ distrust of Western 
influence, one family allowed the team to drive their son to a clinic 
for treatment. The boy’s finger was infected after an accident with 
a machete, and the missionaries feared the infection might reach 
his bones. Though the boy lost that finger, his hand and arm were 
saved—and trust for the missionaries grew.

Another young woman was constantly battling severe malaria. 
With Eden’s encouragement to treat her earliest symptoms and to take 
medications in a pill form regularly at home rather than traveling so 
often to the clinic for I.V. treatment, the young woman’s body steadily 
strengthened. Today she is rarely sick. 

The couple’s work in the village seeks to help not only each whole 
person—body, mind, and spirit—but also the entire community. 
“It’s about showing people that faith affects every part of life,” Eden 
explains. She believes some of their neighbors now really long to 
follow God, as they begin to ask, “Does God have a plan for our 
village?”

Abraham ’01 and Molly Smith ’01    
Abraham and Molly [not their real names], a health educator and a 
schoolteacher, currently serve among immigrants and refugees in a 
community near Detroit with the largest concentration of Muslims in 
the United States. They began their ministry, with a head start from 
MedSend, in a Muslim-majority country in western Africa. 

“Even while I was an undergraduate, I consulted with MedSend 
about financial decisions, budgeting, and insurance,” says Abraham. 
His internship for a master’s in public health took him to West 
Africa, where he helped evaluate and improve a health education 
program and launch a children’s nutrition pilot program in a severely 
malnourished community. The missionaries sought to equip 
communities to meet their own health and nutrition needs in a 
sustainable way. Abraham observed how micro-enterprise bettered 
the lives of families by granting them access to improved plows, 
mosquito nets, and other items too costly for many to purchase in  
a lump sum.

Abraham and Molly returned to that same country within two 
years after Abraham finished his degree. There Abraham helped 
disciple a new believer who would later become a leader among 
Christians coming from a Muslim background. He also helped 
disciple the first person from a certain unreached people group to 
trust Christ in that region—a man with whom Abraham had shared 
his faith during his earlier, short-term service. But Abraham and 
Molly’s deepest thrill came from their part in assisting their Muslim 

house helper to entrust her life to Christ. They loved seeing  
her enthusiastically share the good news with her family.

Regarding their time in West Africa, Molly says, “God taught us 
through great hardship the most important lesson of our lives. His 
deep love not only for the lost, but also for us is apart from what we 
could offer him or how well we ‘succeed.’ He was doing something so 
much greater than the small contribution he allowed us to have.”

Karla Torres Psy.D. ’07
Intent on integrating her faith into the practice of psychology and 
promoting the cause of the underserved, Karla Torres Psy.D. ’07 chose 
Wheaton’s graduate program in psychology because her goals lined up 
precisely with those of the program. 

Her coursework soon led her to Chicago’s Lawndale Christian 
Health Center, where there was need for a bilingual psychologist. She’s 
been there ever since—about six years. 

“I probably couldn’t be here without the help of MedSend and 
the legacy of the consortium [the Chicago Area Christian Training 
Consortium, started by a group of Wheaton Psy.D. alumni],” she says. 

Early on, she was assigned to counsel a pastor who had left his 
ministry because of an addiction and marital crisis. “Addiction is one 
of the more challenging problems to treat, and I was still a ‘rookie.’ 
But both that patient and I experienced God’s power and grace in 
weakness,” says Karla. 

“After an appropriate period of successful recovery, he returned with 
his wife for marital counseling. God continued the healing. I saw his 
transforming hand over this couple.” Free from addiction and restored 
to his family, this pastor has returned to ministry and has even come 
in to pray for Karla. “It was God’s work come full circle in both of our 
lives,” says Karla. 

Two years ago, when Karla accepted the post of director of 
behavioral health at Lawndale, she prayed that God would use her 
to provide more young doctoral students with similar training 
opportunities and mentoring that would encourage them to provide 
care for the underserved. At that time, there were only five clinicians 
working at four sites in the Lawndale ministry. Today six licensed 
clinicians, seven doctoral-level students, and one undergraduate 
student work in the program. “It’s so important to communicate 
the vision early so that the young develop a desire to serve—cross-
culturally or among the marginalized.

“When I feel myself weary under the weight of endless needs, I am 
renewed by remembering that others have forged the way for me,” says 
Karla, referring in part to MedSend, which has alleviated the burden 
of her student loans.

 Dr. Dan Fountain passed away in February 2013, but his idea 
continues to launch Wheaton’s graduates—and many others—into 
effective ministries in the U.S. and around the globe. 

To learn more about MedSend, visit medsend.org.

by Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86

133858_14-33.indd   27 8/3/13   12:40 PM

http://medsend.org/


From the Artist
At the culmination of my artistic study, I wanted my show to represent what the 
college experience meant to me. I know that the growth I have experienced is not 
limited to my own story but is true for many others. 

The greatest influences during my time at Wheaton have been the people who 
make up this community. It’s been through these people that God has impacted 
my understanding of him. From the chapel dancer who opened my eyes to another 
form of worship, to the professor who demonstrates each day what it means to walk 
faithfully with Christ, to the students who portray the power of growth in true 
community—this exhibit was designed to remind us of things learned at Wheaton. 

The people illustrated here represent growth that has been significant to my 
experience, but my hope is that you will be reminded of your own Wheaton story 
and the people God has used in your life to teach you lessons along the way.

Those Who 
Light the Way

This senior art student’s exhibit invites introspection—about the 
people God uses to stretch, grow, and transform us all.

by Kaitlyn Murphy ’13
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From the Artist
At the culmination of my artistic study, I wanted my show to represent what the 
college experience meant to me. I know that the growth I have experienced is not 
limited to my own story but is true for many others. 

The greatest influences during my time at Wheaton have been the people who 
make up this community. It’s been through these people that God has impacted 
my understanding of him. From the chapel dancer who opened my eyes to another 
form of worship, to the professor who demonstrates each day what it means to walk 
faithfully with Christ, to the students who portray the power of growth in true 
community—this exhibit was designed to remind us of things learned at Wheaton. 

The people illustrated here represent growth that has been significant to my 
experience, but my hope is that you will be reminded of your own Wheaton story 
and the people God has used in your life to teach you lessons along the way.

Commitment
It was during my first visit to 
Wheaton that I was struck by the 
beauty of our campus. It was not 
simply the red brick and castle-like 
buildings that caught my attention, 
but rather the freshly cut grass 
surrounding islands of flowers and 
the clean walls that evidenced recent 
coats of paint. Today when I see the 
beauty of our campus I think about 
the people who make it a reality—
the talented men and women 
whose work continually creates 
the environment that so many are 
privileged to enjoy. 

Friendship
My biggest prayer coming into Wheaton was that God would bless me with friends I could grow 
alongside in our pursuit of Christ. His answer to this prayer is perhaps the most defining aspect of my 
college experience. I learned to share not only laughter and stories but also tears and hardships. I allowed 
myself not only to be seen, but also loved in my weakest and strongest moments. I learned to care for 
others in the ways they would prefer. I learned that investing your heart is not a loss if a friendship does 
not last. Each friendship, each interaction, is something that can be built upon to strengthen who we 
are for others in the future. Though I have by no means perfected the art of being a friend, living in this 
community enabled me to visualize what true friendship can look like when Christ is at the center. 

Worship
Throughout my life I have experienced 
moments when a light came on in my 
heart and mind and caused my eyes to 
look at the world in a new way. One 
such moment occurred in Chapel during 
my sophomore year when a group of 
dancers filled the stage. This was not a 
show for the people gathered in Edman; 
it was a display of praise to the Lord 
that I was privileged to observe. It was 
a reminder that there is no limit to the 
ways we can worship God. This truth 
is something I will continue to explore 
as I seek to discover how I can use my 
passions and talents for the Lord and live 
a life of worship. 
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Direction
An essential part of my Wheaton 
experience has been the opportunity 
to think creatively and develop my art. 
Wheaton has challenged me to think 
about the ways I will use my work to 
make a difference in the lives of others. 
Through relationships and the use of 
my art as a visual agent, my mission is 
to touch the lives of others for Christ in 
both my work and home environments. 

chapel BanD
One of the most incredible moments in Chapel comes when the 
voices of more than 2,000 students who have committed their lives 
to Christ join together in songs of praise to our Lord. I have stopped 
singing many times to tune my ear to the sound that fills the space. 

perspective
A visualization of Wheaton College would be incomplete without 
much attention directed toward academics. My mind has been opened 
to new ideas and perspectives, and I’ve truly benefited from the 
enthusiastic instruction of professors. I know that my learning will not 
end when I walk across the stage at graduation, and I look forward to 
building on this foundation. 

BeyonD the campus
When I was diagnosed with cancer over Thanksgiving break, the 
course of my senior year took an unexpected turn. Aside from the 
physical pain I felt and the uncertainty of how cancer would affect my 
future, I was devastated not to be at Wheaton. But in what was one  
of the most difficult times of my life, I felt the incredible power of 
God in ways I had never experienced before and even now can hardly 
articulate. One thing I can express: God used the Wheaton community 
to strengthen and encourage me. Through phone calls, emails, letters, 
gifts, and a visit from my roommates, I felt the love of the community  
I had left behind. I realized that I did not have to be physically present to 
remain a part of Wheaton. I was not forgotten. Thank you for showing 
me that our community truly does exist beyond the campus. 
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In Scripture, however, the focus of those who observe the
miraculous gravitates not to the event but to the someone who 
caused the event. “Who is this man,” the crowds inquire, “who 
could do such things?” (Matt. 13:54; Mark 6:2). True miracles 
signify that God has been at work, directly or through his agents 
(Acts 2:22; 19:11; Heb. 2:4). Yet the power of God in miraculous 
signs does not overpower, but woos. It calls for a response, a 
response of faith and trust (Matt. 11:20–23; Mark 5:30).

If that is the case, we might think that if we don’t regularly 
observe miracles, we are shortchanged. We don’t have an 
opportunity to respond in faith because there is nothing to elicit 
a response. Just as inevitably, however, after one student raises a 
question about the absence of miracles today, another will respond 
with an anecdote from the global church, where visions, healings, 
and even resurrections are igniting conversions to the faith. Then 
some will quietly share amazing events that they have experienced 
in their own lives and churches. 

Our conversation usually ends up broadening our concept of 
miracles. We might not all have seen the dead raised, but we have 
seen relationships healed, finances provided, bodies healed through 
the wisdom of physicians, and even things as quotidian but awe-
inspiring as the birth of healthy babies. We begin to realize that 
our daily existence is miraculous because without the sustaining 
power of Christ all creation would dissipate (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3). 
All life points to the miracle of God’s goodness toward a rebellious 
creation. 

Miracles, then, are God’s acts, including everything from 
sustaining life to raising the dead. If miracles truly are all around 
us, how then should we respond? 

One of the most intriguing miracle stories happens right 
after Jesus’ transfiguration. While he has been on the mountain 
with Peter, James, and John, the rest of the disciples have been 
trying—unsuccessfully—to cast a demon out of a boy. When Jesus 

Inevitably, when my New Testament students read the book of
Acts, especially passages such as the one in which Peter raises 
Tabitha from the dead (9:36–43), the question arises, “Why don’t 
we do things like this today? Do miracles still happen?” 

This kind of query elicits a more basic question, “What is a miracle?” 
We normally think of miracles as those events that defy the norm, 
when God intervenes in the natural laws (Josh. 10:13) or suddenly 
overturns the effects of the Fall (Mark 2:12; John 11:38–53). 

Michael and Bethany Crabtree Cates (left) cross the finish 

line together at the Austin Marathon in February 2013. 

Where are the miracles today?
Read how one theology professor answers this
frequently asked question, and meet two alumni
couples who’ve experienced the extraordinary.

Modern-Day 
Miracles
by Dr. Amy Peeler, assistant professor of New Testament
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returns and completes the healing, he tells his disciples that certain 
miracles demand prayer (Mark 9:29). The practice of prayer puts 
us into relationship with God and, in so doing, helps us realize our 
dependence on him. From that stature, not only can we recognize 
his miraculous work in all things, but we are also prepared for him 
to work through us in miraculous ways. Through the cleansing and 
relational power of prayer, we are ready to be his agents. Certainly, 
God has chosen to impart to some the gifts of miracles in specific 
and readily apparent ways (1 Cor. 12:10, 28), but through the power 
of prayer, we are all equipped to observe, respond to, and even be a 
conduit for God’s miracles.

Thomas and Susanna Smoak have six children, including 

Isaac ’14. Thomas is regional coordinator for Latin 

America and the Caribbean with Action International 

Ministries, and the couple has served in São Paulo, Brazil, 

since 1995. Thomas says, “When Jesus said, ‘Greater 

things than these will you do,’ we believe he was talking 

about the transformation of the human heart.”

Sidney’s story began in a  

favela, a slum or shantytown like 

this one in São Paulo, Brazil.

Sidney
Among the thousands of street children in Brazil, Sidney is just 
one of many kids in crisis through whom missionaries Thomas 
Galphin Smoak III ’86, M.A. ’03 and his wife, Susanna ’88, have 
witnessed God at work. 
by Susanna Spradley Smoak ’88 

Sidney came to the ABBA Rescue House from the streets of São 
Paulo. He claimed that he didn’t know how to get back home after 
running away with a few derelict friends two years before. He had 
started playing hooky instead of going to school, and when his friends 
suggested they go on an adventure to the other side of Brazil’s largest 
metropolis, he found himself lost for good—until one of the ABBA 
tios (uncles) he met on the street invited him to camp.

At camp, Sidney and his street friends flew kites, played soccer, and 
swam in the pool until their bodies felt like the rubber from their worn-
out sandals. They ate more food than they had ever seen in their lives. 
There were talks every evening, silly skits, and plenty of laughs and hugs.

On the last night, the tios told the boys that they could choose to 
live at the Rescue House. If they came, they’d have to start school, do 
chores, and stick to the house rules. Sidney said he was ready. Life on 
the streets had lost its charm. The tios told him they’d have to find his 
family to get legal custody.

A few days later, Sidney and one of the tios, Donizete, zoomed 
down the highway to search for Sidney’s family. Donizete 
systematically drove down each neighborhood alley, asking if Sidney 
recognized anything. Sidney shook his head at each turn, and both 
started to feel that he’d never find his family. He leaned his head on 
the open window to hide the tears that threatened to surface. That’s 
when he saw a familiar brown dog in front of a strange white door.

“Stop! I think that’s my dog!” He sprang from the van and the dog 
danced and barked around him. “But this isn’t my house,” he began, 
and then startled as the door swung open and the faces of his mother 
and father appeared. They tumbled into each other’s arms, his sisters 
and brothers rushing out behind them, laughing and crying until 
someone finally explained that the government had come through and 
renovated his block of low-income housing.

Sidney’s return was an answer to his parents’ desperate prayers. They 
had come to Christ and wanted to get baptized, but the pastor had 
insisted on marrying them first. Wanting to gather their estranged 
children for the celebration, they had searched for Sidney and prayed 
he would return before the wedding day. The day Sidney recognized 
his dog was the Tuesday before their Saturday wedding.

He stayed at the Rescue House for a couple more months before 
moving back home. When Thomas took him to the children’s judge, 
the social worker asked him why he thought he was ready to go back. 
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He replied, “I had to scrub the bathroom at the Rescue House one 
day for my chores, and it was stinking something awful. One of the 
boys can’t control himself after life on the street and makes a mess 
every time. Well, as I was mopping it up, I realized that my sin was 
like that mess, and it smelled just as bad to God. Kneeling on the wet 
tile, I promised God I would never go back to the street.”

Michael Cates ’03
The fact that he’s alive gives Bethany Crabtree Cates ’03 
reason to be thankful every day. 
by Dawn Kotapish ’92

When a team of doctors asked him to turn off the Cubs’ opening 
game on television in his hospital room, Michael Cates ’03 knew he had 
more than a bad case of pancreatitis, or, for that matter, gastritis or acute 
food poisoning—the other misdiagnoses he’d received in recent months.

Tragically, the verdict this time was stage 4 diffuse large B-cell 
lymphoma, with the disease presenting as an array of cancerous 
constellations throughout his lungs, stomach, spleen, pancreas, and 
large and small intestines. At his sternum hovered a malignancy the 
size of a grapefruit. 

For Michael, even worse than hearing the news was having to break 
it to his wife, Bethany Crabtree Cates ’03, mother to two-year-old 
Eleanor and four months pregnant with daughter Uli.

Later that day, Bethany arrived at Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
and entered a darkened room. Michael put his arms around her. 

“Everything changed in that moment,” Bethany recalls. “This 
unprecedented darkness settled into our lives. I couldn’t do anything 
without crying. His funeral was so clear to me—who would be there 
and what they’d say.”

But in spite of the cancer’s advanced reach, the Cateses’ medical 
team stressed that Michael’s prognosis was nevertheless hopeful. In 
his favor was a hardy family history, his youthful 31 years, and even, 
counter-intuitively, the disease’s aggression.

Also in Michael’s favor was his top-flight health. Ironically, even while 
his body (unbeknownst to him) had been under siege, Michael had just 
completed his first-ever marathon. Held two months earlier in Austin, 
Texas, the marathon had been sponsored by the Livestrong Foundation, 
which works to improve the lives of people affected by cancer. 

After the diagnosis in April 2012, Michael took a leave of absence 
from his MBA studies at the University of Chicago’s Booth School 
of Business and began the first of six chemotherapy sessions. 
Mercifully, the intense stomach pain he’d been experiencing subsided 
immediately, and he returned to a normal weight. But then the night 
sweats returned, and he asked a friend from the ministry Journey61 to 
pray for him. 

Immediately after that, the night sweats disappeared and so did 
Michael’s anxiety. “I really felt God telling me, ‘Let it go, give this to 
me, this is not your burden to bear.’” 

After the fourth chemo session, Michael called Bethany to share two 
miraculous words: “Dead negative.” On June 29, just three months 
after his diagnosis, tests showed Michael’s body to be officially cancer-
free. 

In February 2013, Michael and Bethany returned to the Austin 
Marathon. This time, Michael improved his time by 22 minutes. 

Carrying a sign reading, “Jesus healed my husband,” Bethany joined 
Michael near the end, and they crossed the finish line together to the 
cheers of family, friends, and strangers. 

Whether Michael’s recovery was a miracle of modern science or 
a result of God’s direct intervention—or both—Bethany says they 
will never know. Nor does she much care. “If it was through chemo, 
praise God,” she says. “If it was an instantaneous healing, praise God. 
Our lives and relationship with Jesus were transformed through this 
experience, and that is miraculous.”

In February 2013, Michael Cates ’03 beat his previous year’s time running 

in the Austin Marathon—this victory after his being diagnosed and freed 

from stage 4 cancer. “Our lives, inside and out, have been transformed by 

Jesus,” says Bethany Crabtree Cates ’03.
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Cindra Stackhouse 

Taetzsch ’82

Director of Alumni 

Relations

Executive Director, 

Wheaton College 

Alumni Association

There was a respectful silence when I stepped up  
to the microphone on the stage of Edman Chapel on Friday, May 10. The seniors 
had finished a week of final exams and were visibly tired. But many were also 
excited because they’d just rehearsed for the ceremony that would take place in two 
days—they were really graduating! I welcomed them to the Alumni Association and 
encouraged them to stay connected with Wheaton. Then I read part of a letter I’d just 
received from an alumnus whose name they all knew. A few students gasped when 
I told them that Dr. Billy Graham’s class, 1943, was celebrating its 70th reunion that 
weekend, and he had sent a greeting to his classmates. 

When I had first opened Dr. Graham’s letter and prepared to share it with alumni  
at the spring luncheon, it struck me that his words might also encourage our newest 
graduating class:

May this weekend be a time for catching up on what God has been doing  
in and through each of us since graduation. It is also a time to remember 
our years at Wheaton. I know that God used our time there to stir us,  
to challenge us, and to call us according to His plan for each of our lives. 

To God be the glory for the great things He has done through you over  
the years. I send my warmest greetings, and although I am unable to travel 
to Wheaton to be with you, I look forward to our great reunion at the feet 
of Jesus Christ!

The sights and sounds of Commencement and Alumni Weekend evoke the long and 
rich story of Wheaton College. Each spring students graduate, parents clap and cheer, 
faculty march in colorful academic regalia, and alumni come home from all over the 
world to reflect on their time at Wheaton and on God’s faithfulness through the years. 

It’s my prayer that Dr. Graham’s greeting to the Class of 1943 encourages you today, 
just as it encouraged the Class of 2013 on the Edman Chapel stage in May. 
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Alumni Faculty Grants awarded for 2013-2014
Amy Black (Politics and International Relations)

Robert Gallagher (Intercultural Studies)

Andrew Hill (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Daniel Horn (Conservatory of Music)

Bryan McGraw (Politics and International Relations)

Tom Schwanda (Christian Formation and Ministry)

Rose Wang (Foreign Language)

Science Division Block Grant for Faculty/Student 

Summer Research

Juniors Awarded Scholarships for
their Senior Year
Lilian Chou

Clara Kent

Elizabeth Loewer

Matthew McMillan

Distinguished Service Awards 2012-2013
for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater
Jillian Nerhus Lederhouse ’75

Jonathan E. Lederhouse ’74 

for Distinguished Service to Society
Dr. S. Douglas Birdsall ’75

Faculty Missions Project 2012-2013
Daniel Block (Biblical and Theological Studies) Greece

Johann Buis (Conservatory of Music) South Africa

Richard Butman ’73 (Psychology) Egypt

Robert Gallagher (Intercultural Studies) Turkey

Jeffrey Greenberg (Geology and Environmental

Science) Kosovo

Stephen Lovett (Mathematics) Kenya – Timothy R.

Phillips Scholarship

Each year the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors awards financial and nonfinancial 

grants and awards to faculty, students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow from 

the annual Wheaton Fund, which also supports every faculty member’s salary and every 

student’s academic program.

Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors Row 1: (l to r) Kurt Tillman ’78 (President-Elect), Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 (Executive Director), Christopher 
Jahns ’82 (President). Row 2: Christopher Yuan, M.A. ’07, Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75, Joelle Meyer Herskind ’91, Tiffany Staples ’06, Donna Peterson Nielsen ’93, Kirstin Skytte Lindquist 
’87, Cindy Hoidas, Renae Schauer Smith ’91. Row 3: Erin Hoekstra ’04, Hythem Shadid ’79, Paul Klobucher ’96, Ryan Buchanan ’11, Barbara Reusche Winter ’60, Timothy Stoner 
’82 (Past President). Not pictured: John Biedebach ’89, Mark Dillon hon (Vice President for Advancement and Alumni Relations), David McDowell ’68, and Susannah Schwarcz ’00. 

annual report 2012-13
wheaton college alumni association

call for
nominations

All alumni are invited to suggest qualified candidates for 

the Wheaton Alumni Board of Directors by submitting 

an online form to the nominating committee. The 

committee will take into account class year, vocation, 

gender, ethnicity, and demonstrated commitment to 

Wheaton. Job description and nomination forms can be 

obtained and submitted online at alumni.wheaton.edu.
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 Young Alumni 
the First 10 Years

Samuel H. Moffett
Professor Emeritus, 
Princeton Theological 
Seminary; preacher, scholar, 
missionary statesman; 
author of eight books; 
holds six honorary degrees; 
Wheaton Alumni Association 
Alumnus of the Year 1965 
for Distinguished Service to 
Society; 1938 Senior Class 
President 

Julia Voget Hurlbut
Mother; church musician and 
Bible teacher; partner with 
her husband in his carpentry/
contracting business; 
illustrator; bookkeeper; social 
worker
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alumni association

The Classics, because my mother had taught me classical 
Greek and Latin from about the age of five.

As a freshman I wanted to enter the second-year Greek 
class, but they were not going to allow it.  I asked them  
to give me an exam, but they said, “You’ll never pass it.”   
But when I took it, I surprised them with 100% correct.

Dayton Roberts, Howard Moffett, Eugene Vickers, Carl 
Henry, Eleanor Soltau, and Elizabeth “Bet” Tarrant, whom  
I later married.

I liked listening to my radio but was disciplined for it.   
I was also disappointed that all movies were banned.

Dr. Darien Straw, because he taught me how to write.

 
I helped to start Wheaton’s first soccer team. I was  
captain of the men’s tennis team, edited the yearbook,  
and belonged to one of the literary societies. 

In many ways. At Wheaton I felt the call to the ministry,  
and the College prepared me well for further education at 
Princeton Theological Seminary and Yale University.

 
 
President Buswell’s Chapel talks were important to my 
spiritual growth.  

It is difficult to choose, but my missionary service in  
Korea would probably be at the top of the list.

 
Remember to be faithful as a servant of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Spanish, because I lived in Southern California.  

Since I came from sunny California, I was always cold and 
often had a sore throat.  My sister, Lamberta Voget hon 
[Wheaton professor of sociology from 1935-75], would 
pray for me.

Elsie Olson. Ken Kemper was my first love. Years later 
he encouraged me to draw flowers and to collaborate in 
composing songs.

The music of Wheaton. My! It was thrilling to hear the 
boys boom out, “Wonderful Grace of Jesus.” 

I loved English literature under the inimitable teaching of 
Dr. Elsie Dow 1881, M.A. 1884. 

My clothes were not too pretty, but I did have one  
special date, with George Kehrli ’39, to the Celt Literary 
Society. Someone sent me $5.00 to go on the Senior 
Sneak to Spink Wawasee Hotel. Thanks!   

After graduating, the young people at my church asked 
me to direct their choir. “With a degree, you can do 
anything,” someone said. I read a book and practiced 
choir directing in front of a mirror. I learned to love choir 
directing and did it for many years. 

In Chapel when God sent a mighty movement of his Spirit 
. . . . students were standing, crying out to God. 

I have survived cancer twice—in 1979 and 2009. 

 
 
To God be the glory! Great things he has done!

Your major

Surprises as a new  
Wheaton student

 
 
Best friends

 
 
Favorite music

 
Favorite professor 

Activities and interests

 
 
 
How the Wheaton education 
shaped your life

 
 
 
How you were challenged 
spiritually

Accomplishments that 
have brought the most joy 

Words for the Class of 2013

When the Class of 1938 attended Wheaton, Amelia Earhart became the first person to fly solo from Hawaii to California. 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected to his second term as President. And the German airship Hindenburg caught fire 
and was destroyed in Lakehurst, New Jersey. The Great Depression brought its challenges, and events in Europe were 
occurring that would soon lead to World War II. But at a small Christian liberal arts college in Illinois, young students were 
preparing for a lifetime. This year the Class of 1938 celebrated its 75th reunion. Enjoy reading what Sam and Julia—two 
’38ers—say as they reminisce about their Wheaton days. 

Returning 
to Times 
Gone By
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Greece
Make plans today to explore the historical and 
biblical sites of Greece, following the footsteps of the 
Apostle Paul. This special tour is offered exclusively 
to Wheaton alumni, parents, and friends.

Contact our travel partner,  
Footstep Ministries,  
to preregister, 972-418-6103  
or footstepministries.org

May 30–June 13, 2014

 Young Alumni 
the First 10 Years

Young Alumni Advice

Recently, young alumni were invited to share advice with current Wheaton students.  
Here’s what a few of them said:

Welcoming new We10ers!

The week before Commencement is 
so busy that seniors often don’t have 
time to celebrate. To congratulate these 
students for their accomplishments and 
welcome them to the alumni community, 
the Alumni Relations team initiated 
GradFest—a party with a purpose. 
With an orange and blue theme and 
plenty of Wheaton freebies, GradFest 
gave seniors the opportunity to connect 
with a variety of campus departments 
to knock out many of their year-end 
administrative errands. 

We10 is the young 
alumni program for 
graduates of the past 
10 years. The first ten 
years after college 
can be a time of 
transitions—going to 
grad school, starting 
a new job, getting 
married, moving, or 
changing careers. 

We10 gives young 
alumni the chance to 
use unique resources 
available to them, stay 
connected with the 
College, and find their 
place within the greater 
Wheaton College 
alumni community. 

alumni.wheaton.edu/we10
facebook.com/we10alumni 

Spend time intentionally

building a lasting community 

with friends, teammates, and 

professors. 2006 Alumna

Having a true impact for Christ and His 

Kingdom requires far more than merely 

showing up and getting a degree. Ask yourself, 

What am I trying to accomplish? Never be 

afraid to do what it takes, rather than settling 

for what is merely expected. 2003 Alumnus

Learn how to talk about a 

liberal arts education—

it is highly valuable to 

prospective employers if you 

know how to articulate it! 

2011 Alumna

Live a life of gratitude. 

Be thankful for the time 

you have been given to 

study what you love in 

a community of other 

Christians. 2012 Alumnus

Follow the covenant! It’s 

worth it . . . believe me.  

2010 Alumna

Wheaton is a special place, but also a special 

time in your life. Live in it, love it, and then 

take what you’ve learned and go make Christ 

known in the world. It needs you.  

2011 Alumna
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1. Lois Remington Sorensen ’73, Rich 
Sorensen ’73, and Julie Nowack ’73.   
2. Dr. S. Douglas Birdsall ’75, 2013 
Alumnus of the Year for Distinguished 
Service to Society. 3. Dr. Chet Schneider 
'43 celebrates his 70th reunion. 4. Jane 
Paddon Rosell ’63, Kathleen Hughes 
Wise ’63, and Laurel Held Woody ’63.  
5. Alumni Association President Chris 
Jahns ’82, President-elect Kurt Tillman 
’78, and Past President Tim Stoner ’82 
greet Mrs. Julia Voget Hurlbut ’38 and 
Dr. Jean Jacobus Austin ’38. 6. On 
behalf of the College Archives, President 
Ryken accepts an 1873 Wheaton 
Commencement program from Don Evans 
’53. 7. Bill Morrison ’63, Bill Hood ’15, 
John Nelson ’63, Harry Zuber ’13, Howie 
Whitaker ’63, Andrew Sedlacek ’15, 
Kent Hutcheson ’63, and Marcus Craig 
’15 sing at the all-alumni Spring 
Luncheon. 8. Alumni from the class of 
1983, Bob Kay, Mark Myers, Kevin 
Ritchie, Jon Vock, and Rob Pitkin, gather 
in The Stupe for their 30th reunion. 9. 
Dr. Raymond Roy, Jr. and Marietta 
Andrews Roy enjoy their 50th reunion 
with the class of 1963. 
Photos courtesy of Michael Hudson ’89 and 
Laura Ketchum ’13. 

2013

Honoring  
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For privacy reasons, this online edition of 
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the Class News section.
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revised layout.
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alumni news

During his first 15 months
as executive director of the American 

Association of Petroleum Geologists 

(AAPG), David Curtiss ’92 spent 214 nights  

on the road. It got to the point where if you 

asked him what he did for a living, he’d say, 

“Sit on an airplane.”

From his base in Tulsa, David has 

crisscrossed the globe to visit many of the 

AAPG’s 38,000 members—geoscientists 

focused on energy, working in government, 

academia, and industry in 116 countries. 

David steers the 80+ staff headquartered 

in Tulsa as well as the AAPG teams in 

Bogota, Dubai, London, Singapore, and 

Washington, D.C. For a missionary kid, 

the international scope of the work is a joy, 

despite the never-ending travel itineraries.

David continues the work he began 

as head of AAPG’s policy activities in 

Washington, D.C. Through briefings 

and one-on-one meetings, he educated 

U.S. policy makers about energy and the 

science and technology of oil and natural 

gas exploration and production. As a 

resource to Congress, he brought science 

In 2012 the GES department launched 

their largest class ever—33 graduates; 

in contrast, David’s class graduated just 

six geology majors. He was among the 

first group of students shepherded by Drs. 

Jeffrey Greenberg and Stephen Moshier. 

His time at Wheaton proved formative.

“I was forced to wrestle with issues such as 

the age of the Earth and how to integrate 

God’s role as Creator with scientific 

observation and testing,” he says. “This 

wrestling builds important skills that go 

far beyond issues of faith and learning—it 

forces you to see the big picture and how 

to place whatever you are doing into its 

larger context.” 

In his role with the AAPG, his “big picture” 

now includes the whole world, as energy 

resources are required everywhere 

to generate electricity, transportation, 

heating, cooling, food, water, and clothing. 

“It is enormous,” David says of the oil 

and natural gas industry. “The scale is 

mind-boggling—and international. And 

the energy we find and produce is the 

foundation of modern society.”

to bear in conversations about the energy 

issues of the day, such as the potential 

of shale gas and the use of hydraulic 

fracturing to extract these resources in an 

environmentally responsible way. Also, he 

spent a lot of time informing policy makers 

and the public on the central role that 

oil and natural gas play in supplying the 

world’s energy.

David got his start in policy work by 

serving as a Congressional Science Fellow 

from 2001 to 2002, working for then 

Representative J. C. Watts, Jr., alongside 

three other Wheaton graduates, Jon 

Vandenheuvel ’91, Greg McCarthy ’91, 

and James Smith ’92. These three, like 

David, attended Wheaton during a time 

when the geology and environmental 

science (GES) department was emerging 

from near extinction. 

Originally interested in political science, 

David declared for geology at the end of 

his freshman year. “The fact that we were 

such a small department contributed 

greatly to our sense of camaraderie. A 

geology major? We have that at Wheaton?”

Mister Energy
by Ruby Thomas

Charged with advancing science and 
shaping policy for the oil and natural gas 
industries on an international scale, 
David Curtiss ’92 doesn’t stay put in one 
place for long. 
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Melding Cultures, 
Fashioning New Lives
by Dawn Kotapish ’92

“My family fled in the middle of the night. We 
left everything, and that was the last sight of 
my old life. . . . For many years, I didn’t know 
where I belonged, but now I have a new family 
at my Re:new.” —Hari, a Bhutani refugee woman  

One day in 2001, while living 

in Nairobi, Rebecca Seneff Sandberg ’99 

wandered down a path lined with papaya 

and avocado trees. Her baby son in tow, 

she followed the beat of women’s voices 

singing hymns in Swahili.

This music feels like home, she thought 

before stumbling upon a gathering of about 

50 women—all refugees from Sudan, 

Somalia, Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, and 

Rwanda. Members of a thriving micro-

enterprise called Amani Ya Juu, the women 

gathered every day to learn to sew and to 

create saleable products. 

For five years, while her husband, Roger 

Sandberg, Jr. ’00, did humanitarian aid 

work throughout East Africa, Rebecca 

came alongside this refugee community. 

She helped them design products and 

listened to their stories of bottomless pain 

and uncommon resilience. 

When the Sandbergs returned to the 

Wheaton area in 2007, Rebecca found 

herself aching for Kenya and her community 

of women. Then, one snowy night while 

making a run to Target, she spied a woman 

walking alongside the road dressed in loose 

African Kitenge cloth. She followed the 

woman home and knocked on her door.

“I was greeted with a burst of heat [and] 

the reminiscent smell of spices,” Rebecca 

recalls. Surrounded by children once inside, 

Rebecca learned that the family members 

were refugees from Somalia. “You can give 

me a job?” the woman asked. 

Two years later, the woman (named 

Majush) became the first student artisan 

at Re:new—the volunteer-led nonprofit 

Rebecca founded in 2009 that provides 

community-based training and employment 

to refugee women living in DuPage County, 

Illinois. 

Since its inception, Re:new has trained more 

than 70 refugee women, providing flexible 

schedules and viable income. Re:new 

artisans create housewares, baby gifts, 

bags, and accessories from recycled cloth. 

With 22 sewing machines on location, 

Rebecca has not yet had to turn away 

any potential students. But as more of 

Illinois’ 136,000 refugees migrate from 

the city to the suburbs, the need may grow. 

According to the Illinois Bureau of Refugee 

and Immigrant Services, five years ago 

85 percent of the state’s refugees lived in 

Chicago. Today that number has decreased 

to 60 percent, with 54,000 refugees 

making their homes in the suburbs. 

Re:new operates with a fleet of about 45 

volunteers—80 percent of whom are 

Wheaton alumni. For Rebecca, this kind 

of investment in time and resources is a 

no-brainer. “There is nothing in me that can 

turn my back on someone whose entire life 

has been taken away,” she says, reflecting 

on some of the stories she’s encountered 

over the years. One woman’s arms had 

been hacked with machetes and her skin 

burned. Another had to drink urine to 

stay alive while fleeing rebel forces. Most 

recently, a woman escaped Syria with her 

daughter but was forced to leave her two 

sons behind.

“As the artisans find their stories, we find 

our own stories,” Rebecca says. “For more 

than a decade, these stories of enormous 

challenge and incredible courage have 

stitched themselves into the fabric of my 

own story, giving me a hunger to act. When 

we look poverty of body or mind in the eye, 

life cannot ever be the same.”

alumni news

Noticing the rising refugee population in DuPage County, 

Rebecca Seneff Sandberg ’99 (center) began Re:new, a 

non-profit that provides training and employment to refugee 

women. Holly Owen Setran ’92, M.A. ’94 (right) and Martha 

Schlamann Bunch ’80 (not pictured) serve as founding board 

members, and Kari Rietveld Vandervelde ’00 (not pictured) 

is a volunteer staff member. For more about Re:new, go to 

renewproject.org. 

46    A U T U M N   2 0 1 3

133858_34-55.indd   46 8/3/13   12:46 PM



profile

A Military Marriage
by Annette Heinrich LaPlaca ’86

How does a match made in 
R.O.T.C. thrive despite dual careers 
and 19 moves in 32 years? 

When Jody Hansen arrived 

on campus in 1975, she became the 

first woman at Wheaton on a four-year 

R.O.T.C. scholarship. Donald Bradshaw 

was also on a full R.O.T.C. scholarship, 

studying chemistry with a pre-med 

focus. Both took inspiration from then 

President Hudson Armerding ’41, a 

retired naval officer, for his “example 

of servant leadership and integrity,” 

says Jody. The two married before 

Jody’s senior year—though Don had 

already moved to Maryland to attend 

medical school. Jody spent the next year 

at Wheaton, seeing her new husband 

infrequently. But Don and Jody had a 

plan: married status would encourage the 

Army to assign them together once Jody 

graduated. 

With a shared sense of adventure, they 

embarked on a joint military career. “And 

we loved every minute of it,” says Colonel 

Jody Hansen Bradshaw ’79, who retired in 

2002, after 23 years of military service, 

when the timing seemed right for their 

family, which now includes two daughters. 

Brigadier General Donald Bradshaw ’77 

retired in 2009 after 32 years in the Army. 

During those years, the couple moved 19 

times and was only separated for a total 

of three years. Their careers included two 

joint assignments in Germany, and one solo 

assignment for Jody in Korea, where she 

served as the first female G1/AG (the chief 

of human resources) for the 2nd Infantry 

Division. 

Though professionally gratifying for Jody, 

this time in Korea was perhaps the most 

difficult season, since Don spent the time 

working toward his master of public health 

degree in Seattle while caring for their 

infant daughter. With a student’s flexible 

schedule, he made time to “take Katherine 

to baby swim lessons, learn to fix her hair, 

and push her for hours in her swing.”

Calling their marriage a true partnership, 

Jody says, “The biggest challenge over the 

years has been managing how we support 

one another.” 

Throughout her career, Jody worked in 

human resources, at one point serving as 

Battalion Commander in Germany with 

responsibility for every aspect of training 

and equipping soldiers.   

Don practiced medicine for 15 years before 

moving into hospital management. He 

served as Commander of several military 

hospitals, winning the “Best Hospital in 

the Army” award for two consecutive 

years.    

Don and Jody found the Army a natural 

place to live out their faith. “Basic Army 

values are consistent with Christian 

values,” says Don. “We work unto Christ 

as opposed to working for a certain 

commander or boss. The Army is about 

service to God and country.” 

Moving again, Don and Jody are 

downsizing locally in Virginia near Don’s 

work for a commercial company that 

provides services for the United States 

military and veterans’ healthcare. 

Jody jumped from fulltime service in 

the Army to homeschooling their first 

daughter, and in 2003, the couple 

adopted their second daughter, who has 

special needs. 

With one daughter now attending George 

Washington University and the second 

in elementary school, Jody says, “My 

experience with training and leadership 

development prepared me for my role 

now—that of equipping my daughters for 

lives of service in their own chosen fields.”

And so Don and Jody begin yet another 

adventure with characteristic enthusiasm 

and with one simple understanding: 

“Wherever you land,” says Don, “God’s 

in charge.” 

   

alumni news

In 1991, serving as officers in the U.S. Army, Don ’77 and

Jody Hansen Bradshaw ’79 each held the rank of major. 
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When he left home in 1950,

Clement “Bud” Kroeker ’56, M.A. ’58 had 

two goals: receive training as a printer and 

publisher, and return soon to his home in 

the former Belgian Congo. “That was my 

place to be. Those were my people,” he 

says. 

The son of pioneer missionaries, Bud 

recalls biking alone as a boy through 

Africa’s huge open spaces, with his dog 

a few hills away giving chase to small 

animals. Not surprisingly, when he left 

the country to study in the United States, 

he remembers feeling “fenced in.” He 

studied writing and biblical literature at 

Wheaton, where he also met and married 

Charlotte Woollett Kroeker ’58. 

The couple moved to Belgium in 1959 with 

hopes of returning to Congo from there. 

Political upheaval, however, thwarted their 

plans. Instead, they started a publishing 

house in Belgium, Editeurs de Littérature 

Biblique, now called BLF, Bibles and 

Literature in French.

“We discovered that from Belgium we 

could reach further into the world with 

literature than if we were in Africa,” Bud 

says. Since there was very little Christian 

publishing in Europe at that time, the 

French New Testaments, tracts, and 

Christian books they published were 

welcomed in more than 40 countries of 

the French-speaking world. “The reaction 

was contagious and Christians, when they 

had quality literature to offer, began losing 

their fear of being ridiculed,” says Char, 

who majored in Christian education at 

Wheaton. With Char’s training, BLF also 

translated, edited, and illustrated Sunday 

school materials.

In 1998, Bud and Char retired from 

publishing work and set out for Congo, 

but were again blocked from entering due 

to another erupting war. Finally in 2006, 

Bud seized the opportunity to return to 

Congo as an elections observer, but it 

wasn’t until 2010 that he could return to 

the Kikwit region where he grew up. “I 

found an active church, but people lived 

Worth the Wait
by Liuan Chen Huska ’09

After 56 years, this alumnus and his wife 
fulfill his lifetime goal—returning home.

in misery and extreme poverty,” Bud says.

After establishing connections with church 

leaders and several of the original missions 

in the area, Bud helped found Congo Open 

Heart with the goal of rebuilding missions 

in the area and encouraging local groups 

to work together. The organization’s needs 

are basic, such as a scale to weigh babies, 

a medicine fridge for the health center “that 

would not qualify for that name anywhere 

else,” and funds to help pay for a truck for 

transport and shipping. The couple prays 

that through Congo Open Heart, local 

pastors and schoolteachers will step up 

to leadership roles in the difficult work of 

rebuilding. 

Bud visits Congo regularly, where now 

in his homeland the people call him 

Tata Kikesa—which translated is Daddy 

Courage. 
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Empowering Tribal Ministry
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

“In an age when all of mankind is rapidly becoming  
interdependent within a single global community,  
cross-cultural communication unavoidably becomes one 
of man’s highest priorities.” —Don Richardson, Peace Child*

After reading Don Richardson’s 

Peace Child, Sherelle Cotecson M.A. ’10 

felt called to full-time tribal ministry in rural 

settings. Eyes wide, she knew she wasn’t 

signing up for a life of comfort and ease. In 

fact, for those who think they have a rough 

commute to work, Sherelle pretty much 

has them beat. 

As training program head of Tribal Mission 

Foundation, Int., in the southern Philippines, 

Sherelle has a trek to work that involves 

bus and motorcycle rides, river crossings 

on foot, or miles of hiking on sometimes 

barely discernible, muddy, or rocky paths. 

“But the most exciting part is the bamboo 

raft rides,” she says. “We consider them 

a treat.”

Fresh from seminary and a short stint of 

teaching, Sherelle began working for Tribal 

Mission Foundation in 1996. 

“When I read Don Richardson’s book, I 

realized the excitement of the call was 

not really on us to take the gospel to 

another culture, but instead to find the 

footprints that God has already left on a 

certain culture, those which we just need 

to uncover,” she says.

To illustrate, Sherelle recalls a visit to a 

remote village in 1998. Someone was 

supposed to meet her and her coworker 

to escort them through the muddy terrain. 

But there was no one. So the pair began 

hiking on the only path they could see.

Twenty minutes into their hike, they ran 

into someone who was able to lead them 

to their destination. “When we got there, 

it was as though God had prepared the 

whole community.” Before the day ended, 

they had established four literacy classes 

and found four pastors to teach the classes. 

In a matter of months these pastors had 

formed churches. “Of course it was a hard 

hike going in, but once there, we felt like 

we were walking on paved road,” she says.

Everything does not always work so 

smoothly for Sherelle and the nine other 

full-time staff whose work involves training 

others to empower their own people by 

giving them skills and tools to help their 

communities. 

In fact, the areas where they work were 

once a hotbed of Communist insurgency 

in the southern Philippines, and these 

small communities at times still harbor 

undercurrents of fear when rebels threaten 

to attack. 

In addition to actively working with about 

five tribal communities, the Foundation 

also partners with a ministerial association 

to develop oral mission education material 

and holds holistic training sessions 

for community leaders at the mission 

headquarters. 

When Sherelle was about ten years into 

her work, she met a Wheaton alumnus 

who encouraged her to pursue graduate 

work in intercultural studies. “The theology 

courses I took at Wheaton have helped me 

as I develop a framework for how to train 

others to teach theology in the context of 

their own cultures,” she says. 

This cross-cultural framework is being 

used today to train tribal churches to 

do missions to Muslims. Says Sherelle, 

“There are hostilities toward Christians, but 

somehow, the same Muslims are more 

welcoming toward the highland tribal 

people.”    

*Don Richardson, Peace Child. Regal Books/ 

Gospel Light, 1976. 
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Sherelle Cotecson M.A. ’10 

(center) received the International 

Christian Leader Award in 

2009, one of five awards given 

by the Billy Graham Center 

Scholarship Program enabling 

those already leading ministries 

in other countries to further 

their education at Wheaton 

before returning to enrich the 

same ministry. Sherelle joins 

1,000 BGC Scholars who have 

attended Wheaton College 

Graduate School since 1975. 
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facultybooks

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

Dr. Mark R. Amstutz
professor of political science
International Ethics: Concepts, Theories,
and Cases in Global Politics 
(Rowman and Littlefield, 2013)
This 4th edition of Dr. Amstutz’s widely 
used textbook includes 25 new and 
revised case studies on the role of moral 
reasoning in global affairs.

Dr. Bruce Ellis Benson
professor of philosophy
Liturgy as a Way of Life: Embodying the
Arts in Christian Worship 
(Baker Academic, 2013)
Dr. Benson visits the intersection of life, 
art, and liturgy, using music as a metaphor 
to reveal the improvisation inherent in art 
and worship.

Dr. Brett Foster
associate professor of English
Fall Run Road
(Finishing Line Press, 2012)
Dr. Foster’s award-winning chapbook 
offers a mélange of new and previously 
published poems.

Dr. Michael Graves 
associate professor of Old Testament 
Commentary on Jeremiah
(IVP Academic, 2011)
Dr. Graves’ introduction, notes, and 
translation of Jerome’s commentary 
provide fresh insight into how ancient 
church scholars dealt with prophetic 
literature.

Dr. A. Scott Moreau
professor of intercultural studies 
Contextualization in World Missions:
Mapping and Assessing Evangelical Models
(Kregel Academic, 2012)
Dr. Moreau examines the various 
evangelical approaches to contextualizing 
or translating the Christian faith to other 
cultural contexts.

Dr. Philip G. Ryken
president
Grace Transforming
(Crossway Books, 2012)
In nine encouraging messages, Dr. Ryken
reaffirms that Christians are defined by
who Jesus is and what he has done, not by
their own merit.

The Decalogue through the Centuries: 
From the Hebrew Scriptures to Benedict XVI
(Westminster John Knox Press, 2012)

Edited by Associate Dean of Biblical and Theological Studies Dr. Jeffrey 
Greenman and McManis Professor of Christian Thought Dr. Timothy 
Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90, this volume of essays explores how the Ten 
Commandments have been interpreted throughout history, and features 
contributions from many leading theological scholars, including Knoedler 
Professor of Old Testament Dr. Daniel Block.

Order The Decalogue through the Centuries and other faculty books from 
the Wheaton College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by 
phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 
College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.
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After Losing a Child

The Lord is not willing that any should 
perish, nor is it God’s will that we sin. 
Hatred, gossip, greed, rape, murder—
none of these are his will. 

Neither is death. We can be angry 
with death; we should be angry with 
death. Death is not part of God’s perfect 
plan for the world, and one day he will 
destroy it forever.

Yet I’ve seen God use Allison’s death 
to bring good things to my life. He is 
transforming that terrible day, giving 
it meaning as he transforms me. This 
does not mean that he planned Allison’s 
death for the purpose of transforming 
me. It does give an indication, though, 
that his ultimate purpose is not 
deterred, derailed, or delayed by any 
circumstances. Somehow, against all our 
present understanding, it will become 
evident in eternity that nothing in 

life was as important as that journey to 
experiencing God’s good in us. It’s hard 
for us to see that now.

“All things work together for good for 
those who love God.” This is the promise 
that makes suffering bearable. God has 
a plan, and the fulfillment of that plan 
will overrule anything that we have to 
go through to obtain it. Some days I hold 
this promise not only firmly but easily. 
Other days, my faith is not so strong, and 
the prospect of meeting God and Allison 
and laughing together with them seems 
faint and unlikely.

On those days, I grip that promise even 
more tightly. 

Adapted from Written in Tears: A Grieving 

Father’s Journey Through Psalm 103, ©2010 by 

Luke Veldt. Used by permission of Discovery House 

Publishers, Box 3566, Grand Rapids, MI 49501. 

All rights reserved.

When their 13-year-old daughter, Allison, died suddenly from a cerebral 
hemorrhage in 2006, Luke ’84 and Jodi Danielson Veldt ’85 had no warning. 
Allison helped teach a Sunday school lesson about heaven in the morning, and 
by nightfall, she was gone. The following excerpt comes from the book Luke 
wrote after questioning God and wrestling with all that he once held true.

Luke Veldt ’84 (right) and his wife, Jodi Danielson Veldt 
’85, have six children, including Nate ’13. They have 
been church-planting missionaries for the last 17 years. 
After spending 10 years in Romania, they have been 
stationed in Pamplona, Spain, for the last 7 years. 

The Decalogue through the Centuries: 
From the Hebrew Scriptures to Benedict XVI
(Westminster John Knox Press, 2012)

Edited by Associate Dean of Biblical and Theological Studies Dr. Jeffrey 
Greenman and McManis Professor of Christian Thought Dr. Timothy 
Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90, this volume of essays explores how the Ten 
Commandments have been interpreted throughout history, and features 
contributions from many leading theological scholars, including Knoedler 
Professor of Old Testament Dr. Daniel Block.

Order The Decalogue through the Centuries and other faculty books from 
the Wheaton College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by 
phone, 630.752.5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 
College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.
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PUBLISHED alumni

i ’ve gained new insight into God’s 
faithfulness as a result of my daughter’s 
death. It is a comfort to be pushed closer 
to a God who can heal all our diseases, 
but sometimes chooses not to. 

This makes no sense to me; yet I find 
that I believe it. God lets terrible things
happen; I can trust God implicitly. 

Believing without understanding isn’t
really hard for me. It’s an uncomfortable 
fact of my daily existence that certain 
things persist in being true even when 
I don’t understand them. Things like 
electricity and internal combustion and 
microwaves and photosynthesis happen 
around me all the time, and I don’t 
really have a clue how. 

But sorting out these thoughts on 
suffering has become important to me. 
So how can we trust the God who heals 
all our diseases, even when he doesn’t 
heal all our diseases? I begin with the 
premise that Allison’s death was not the 
will of God. 

I don’t mean to imply that Allison’s 
death was beyond God’s foresight or 
control. Nothing is outside his control; 
he is neither surprised nor dismayed by 
the storms that come into our lives. But 
God is not the creator of evil; he is not 
the author of Alli’s death.

If God’s will is to have any useful 
definition, it must be that which he 
desires, that which gives him pleasure. 
Many things happen that God did not 
want and of which he does not approve. 

by Luke Veldt ’84
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by Rev. Francis Chan  

Who Gets the Grace?
Rev. Francis Chan challenges Wheaton’s class of 2013 
to guard against arrogance.   

commencement readings
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Rev. Francis Chan is a bestsell ing 

author, the founding pastor of 

Cornerstone Church in California, and 

a founder of Eternity Bible College. He 

is currently working to start a church 

planting movement in the inner city 

of San Francisco and a nationwide 

discipleship movement.

The fol lowing is an 

abridgment of  

Rev. Francis Chan’s 

keynote address 

at Wheaton’s 

graduate and 

undergraduate 

commencement 

ceremonies,  

May 11 and 12,  

2013.

if the Lord told me I could redo two
years of my life—if I could take a 
mulligan—I would choose the two years 
after Bible college. Hands down. I joke 
about it, but it really was the worst time. 
There was so much pride in my life. 

You guys are achieving something 
that many people dream of—graduating 
from college. And it would be very easy 
for you to place some confidence in 
yourselves because of that achievement. 
As you go on in life, every time you 
achieve something, there will be more 
and more of a temptation toward pride. 

After I graduated, I immediately got a 
job as a youth pastor. A few months later, 
a woman walks into my office and says,  
“Mr. Chan, I’m your new secretary.” 

I thought, No way! I’ve got a secretary.
She says to me, “Can I get you a cup

of coffee?” 
I thought no, but I go, “I would love  

a cup.” 
I hated coffee. But every day I had her 

get me a cup, and I would pour it out.  
I just really liked the feeling. That was 
my mindset. 

You know what the Bible says: God 
opposes the proud. He physically, 
literally does something to oppose the 
proud, and yet he gives grace to the 
humble. And so that period of my life 
really was miserable. It took God’s 
humbling and opening my eyes to the 
deception of my pride. 
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Book, which says, “I want you to 
dwindle down your army to 300, 
because I want to show you that this is 
about me and not about you.” It’s 
about humbling yourself.

Things don’t always work out like we 
think they will. They just don’t. But 
some of the best things in life are the 
things we did not plan. 

It’s so amazing when you win these 
wars, when you ask yourself, How in the 
world did I pull that off?  But you know 
it wasn’t you. And there’s a rush in 
knowing, God’s with me right now. 
There’s no way I could have done that. 
God did that through me.

I hope this time at Wheaton has 
helped you become a new person. You 
can probably look back and praise God 
for how you’ve changed. But be careful 
because as you grow, there may be areas 
in your life that slip. 

Reading through my old sermons 
recently brought me to tears as I looked 
at the boldness I used to have. I read 
one sermon where I talked about how 
even the birth of my son paled when 
compared with the times I’d had with 
Jesus. As I read, I started to cry and ask, 
“What’s happened to me?” Some of the 
successes and pressures started to take 
me away from that time where I was 
like a little kid coming before Jesus. I 
felt the Lord saying to me from 
Revelation 3, “Strengthen what 
remains and is about to die.” 

The horrible thing about King Asa was 
that when he was confronted about the 
lack of reliance on God in his life, he 
didn’t repent. Instead, he put the prophet 
in stocks. Then in his 39th year, the Lord 
put severe disease on his feet. Then he had 
to repent, right? No, instead he found the 
best doctors. He didn’t turn to the Lord. 
He died two years later. 

I don’t want to go down King Asa’s road 
of self-pride. I am going back to God. 
Humbling myself. 

You guys have persevered and worked 
hard. If you couple such achievement with 
total reliance on Jesus, amazing things will 
happen in your life. 

I ask you to believe that this prayer I am 
going to pray over you will do more for 
you than a diploma. The eyes of the Lord 
will run to and fro throughout this group 
looking to support those who believe and 
rely only on him. 

Lord, you hear my voice because of  
the blood of Jesus, because I trust that 
Jesus died on that cross for all of my  
sins. It is by grace we’ve been saved, 
through faith, not by works. So  
not one here can brag. Lord, I want so 
badly for a new generation to rise up  
who really believes your word. I pray 
your Holy Spirit would fill these  
students in a unique way. I pray that 
you would humble the proud, God, so 
that they will draw close to you. May 
they live supernatural lives so that 
everyone who looks at their lives years 
from now thinks, That could not have 

happened. We don’t want to live 
ordinary lives that are explainable apart 
from you. That’s not life at all. I pray 
these students would get to experience 
you, know you, love you, and be 
empowered by you. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

People say pride is like bad breath—
it’s hard to tell when you have it. But 
everyone else knows, right? Some of 
you are arrogant, but you almost don’t 
know that you are. Thinking back on 
my own life, I’d like to protect you 
from such pride and to teach you to 
humble yourselves so that God gives 
you grace.

Second Chronicles 16:9 says, “The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth to give 
strong support to those whose heart is 
blameless toward him.” This is what  
we all want—to say God is going to 
look at me, and he is going to strongly 
support me. 

And yet, the context of this passage is 
the story of King Asa, who hears the 
word of God and starts changing all of 
Judah. He calls on the people to repair 
the altar and destroy all the idols. He 
gathers the people together to make a 
covenant to be for God. They start 
sacrificing to the Lord again. At the 
end of the chapter it says there was no  
more war until the 35th year of King 
Asa’s reign. 

Then crazy things happen. In the 
36th year, the armies of Israel come 
against him. So what does Asa do?  
He asks the King of Syria to form an 
alliance. A prophet comes to King Asa 
and says, “Don’t you remember the 
army of Ethiopia? Remember how 
massive it was? But you still won, right? 
Why? Because you trusted in the Lord. 
Now you’ve done a foolish thing by 
relying on this other king and not on 
the Lord.” The prophet tells Asa he’s 
going to lose.

This is the context in which God is 
looking for someone who actually 
believes and relies on him. That is the 
person who will have his strong 
support. 

King Asa thought if he got that 
other king lined up, he would win. 
But that’s not how it happens in this 

“God opposes the 

proud. He physically, 

literally does 

something to oppose 

the proud, and yet he 

gives grace to  

the humble.” 
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a j
by Dr. Michael Giul iano, head coach of men’s soccer and

adjunct professor of communication studies

Let’s End Abusive Coaching
What coaches do and say to our kids in the name of winning games 
and earning scholarships sometimes borders on the criminal. 

Savvy
Opportunity does not need to knock twice for Jeremy Browning ’13, 
who could teach a class on asking the right questions. 

pragmatically driven approach to youth
sports can cause us to ignore such 
behavior when it is accompanied by on-
field success.

The youth/collegiate sports community 
must come to embrace three truths: 

• Although fear and intimidation can 
motivate, the negative byproducts of such 
behavior far outweigh the advantages.

• What our kids learn in the arena of 
sport, they will practice in society.

• It doesn’t have to be this way. In 
every sport there are great examples of 
coaches who motivate and teach their 
athletes that when winning, learning, 
fun, respect, and dignity combine, the 
results are stunning.

If we can’t change youth sports culture 
overnight, we can at least change the 
future for our own children. Never 
let your child play for a coach who has 
forgotten that at the end of the day, it 
is still just a game. Never let your child 
be taught that verbal harassment has 
a useful purpose in society. If we just 
rescue one child at a time, perhaps 
eventually the abusive coach will end up 
with no kids left to abuse. 

When he’s not training and mentoring

young soccer players, Dr. Mike Giuliano

teaches courses and leads conferences

in conflict resolution and reconciliation

studies. He received his Ph.D. from

Northwestern University and has

coached and taught for the last 26 years,

including 13 years at Westmont College,

where his teams won four national

championships in five years. Mike and his

wife, Barbara, have three grown children.

volunteer coaches, or 18-year-old girls
being called the vilest of things, simply 
because they are not playing up to the 
standards of their club coach.

At the high school level, coaches who 
might help a young person secure an 
athletic scholarship are often treated with 
reverence, regardless of conduct. Things 
are often worse at the college level, 
where the financial stakes are higher for 
the institution. And sadly, things are not 
much better at the youth level. 

Scores of columnists and talk show 
hosts have lamented the sorry state of 
youth coaching, yet every week I see and 
hear about more atrocities. After placing 
video blogs on YouTube, I’ve heard from 
parents throughout the United States 
and in other countries, chronicling their 
own stories of abuse. After hearing so 
many, I’m starting a website to collect 
and document examples of abuse. 

Why? Because I believe that youth 
sports competition should change our 
kids for the better. I also believe that 
many parents are unaware of what’s 
happening and what the repercussions 
can be. Scores of studies on childhood 
development show that kids who have 
been abused are more likely to develop 
serious self-esteem problems. These kids 
are more likely to marry abusive spouses. 
They are also more likely to abuse their 
own spouses, as they’ve learned that 
verbal abuse unleashed for a “good cause” 
seems justified.

We wouldn’t let classroom teachers 
talk to our kids this way. But our 
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Coach Mike Giuliano

FACULTY voice

s the head coach of Wheaton’s men’s
soccer program and as a parent who 
cheers for my three kids, I’ve seen youth 
coaching at every level—from the 
American Youth Soccer Organization’s 
volunteer parent-coach to the professional 
coach making nearly six figures to run a 
nationally ranked club program. 

At every level, I cannot believe what 
too often I see and hear—10-year-old 
boys being screamed at by red-faced 
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j
of God’s kingdom,” he says.

Not one to leave life’s next steps until the 
last minute, Jeremy intentionally sought the 
counsel of Wheaton alumni professionals 
in business and the creative arts, and over 
the last three years developed relationships 
that helped him identify his calling. One 
of his mentors, a Wheaton alumnus and 
prominent financier, advised him to visit 
New York City to meet with other business 
professionals, which Jeremy did this past 
spring on his own dime. “I bought a lot of 
coffee for people,” he says. After five days 
of running around the Big Apple from one 
meeting to the next, Jeremy was offered and 
accepted a position with Vivaldi Partners, a 
global strategy consultancy.  

One day Jeremy hopes to combine his 
passion for the creative arts with business 
strategy, potentially working in the film or 
music industry, but for now, Jeremy looks 
forward to the new opportunities ahead in 
New York City.

international relations minor, Jeremy says 
some of his most formative experiences 
came through three years in Student 
Government. He served on the diversity 
committee as a sophomore, and then as 
vice president and president. As president, 
Jeremy helped launch In Support of  
the Arts (ISOTA). The project helps 
provide venues for artists to display their 
creativity outside the classroom, a passion 
for Jeremy.

Another mentor, Dr. Steve Ivester ’93, 
M.A.’03, dean of student engagement, 
says, “Jeremy has a mental hum that seems 
to be purring all the time. I’ve never had  
a student ask the depth of questions that 
he asks.”

In addition to cultivating Jeremy’s 
insatiable curiosity, Wheaton also stirred 
a deep desire to grow his faith. “I’m going 
to miss the rigor with which people try to 
converge their life and work for purposes 
of Christian fidelity and the advancement 

Savvy
Opportunity does not need to knock twice for Jeremy Browning ’13, 
who could teach a class on asking the right questions. 

eremy Browning ’13 has a gift for
building relationships and making things 
happen. 

Jeremy came to Wheaton from the 
suburbs of Detroit, where he lettered in 
three sports and built lasting friendships 
with everyone from his high school 
principal (a fellow Christian who granted 
Jeremy’s request to start a Christian 
ministry) to the orchestra director. Jeremy 
served as president of the symphony 
orchestra though he didn’t begin playing 
viola until the seventh grade.

Once at Wheaton, Jeremy took a 
freshman introductory Bible course under 
Dr. Vincent Bacote, professor of theology 
and director of the Center for Applied 
Christian Ethics. “I sat at the very center 
of the front row,” Jeremy says, “and after 
a couple of classes I introduced myself to 
him. He offered to be a mentor to me.” 

They would meet several times a 
month, and Jeremy says he often texted 
Dr. Bacote with questions about theology 
or life in general. “He’s a Bible scholar, 
but he’s also very socially aware and a 
voracious consumer of news. We can 
always talk about contemporary issues in 
a meaningful way.” The key takeaways 
from this mentoring relationship have 
been clarifying conversations on the issues 
of race and class differences. 

Says Dr. Bacote, “Jeremy is a unique 
combination of brilliance, curiosity, and 
innate leadership. This was obvious to me 
from the first conversations we had when 
he was a freshman.”

A business/economics major and 

STUDENT profile
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After Kathmandu 
What’s changed for two psychology professors  
who traveled to Nepal to teach and conduct research? 

mental health education in this corner of
the world. Becky has worked in Nepal for 
30 years with her husband, Dr. Stephen 
Thorson M.A. ’92. 

Preparing for the professors, Becky 
surveyed mental health professionals in 
Kathmandu and found that the primary 
needs were for training in clinical 
supervision and counseling children and 
adolescents. Many in the church also 
expressed a need for training on living in 
good relationship with others. 

Dr. Watson, who was responsible 
for teaching the course on clinical 
supervision, says, “It was a privilege to 
come alongside of these dedicated and 
highly competent professionals and 
provide ‘capacity building.’” 

Dr. Hall taught a child and adolescent 
counseling skills course to a group of 
school counselors, nurses, and other 
helping professionals. Both professors 
collaborated with Mandy Kellums M.A. 
’13 to teach a course on healthy family 
living, covering topics such as basic child 
development, parenting, discipline, 

WHEATON in the world

These Nepalese women attended a course on child and 
adolescent counseling skills taught by Dr. Sarah Hall.

by Monica M. Jones

h
With travels ranging from rural landscapes to 
places listed as a World Heritage site, Drs. Terri 
Watson (below, far left) and Sarah Hall (below, 
left) learned about the culture and customs in 
Nepal. They were there to teach skills in clinical 
supervision and child and adolescent counseling 
to lay people and mental health professionals, 
including these two individuals (right) who are 
involved in pastoral-care ministry. 
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ome to eight of the world’s ten tallest
mountains, including Mount Everest, 
Nepal draws adventure-seekers from 
every corner of the globe. But while the 
country’s mountainous terrain attracts 
tourists, it can limit access to resources. 
In fact, the limited educational resources 
drew Dr. Sarah Hall, assistant professor 
of psychology, and Dr. Terri Watson 
M.A.’86, associate dean of psychology, to 
Kathmandu, the nation’s capital, for three 
weeks last summer to train mental health 
professionals and lay people. 

In this ancient, sprawling city,  
Dr. Watson says, “Significant mental 
health needs, combined with few 
resources, result in mental health workers 
being stretched to the limits of their 
capacity and competency.” 

Partially funded by the Wheaton 
College Alumni Association as well as 
a teaching award Dr. Watson received, 
the trip came about thanks to an alumni 
connection. Becky Locke Thorson M.A. 
’92, M.A. ’94, a former graduate student 
of Dr. Watson, told her about the need for 
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caring for children, marriage, and
communication. 

Teaching this last course in a local 
church, the team presented psychological 
knowledge and research within a biblical 
framework. “It was amazing to see 
how hungry these people were for the 
training, education, and materials,” says 
Dr. Hall, who adds that teaching five days 
a week for up to eight hours a day, with 
temperatures soaring at 90 degrees, took 
some adjustment.

Formerly the world’s only Hindu 
kingdom, Nepal survived a decade 
of civil war at the dawn of the 20th 
century. Following peace agreements 
and historic Constituent Assembly 
elections, the country is now a secular 
democratic republic. Although there 
have been advances in development and 
infrastructure, Nepal is still one of the 
poorest countries in Asia, with nearly 
one third of the population living below 
the poverty line. Much of Kathmandu 
is powered by hydroelectricity, but 
there isn’t enough power for the entire 
population, so rolling blackouts can  
mean many days with only about  
14 hours of power. Travel can also be 
tricky, since cars, buses, motorbikes, 
people, and animals all travel the same 
roads together. 

In Nepal mental health professionals 
identify social stigma as one of the 
greatest barriers to receiving mental 
health services. “Many individuals and 
families are fearful of bringing shame and 
dishonor on their families if they were to 
acknowledge the presence of emotional, 
psychological, or relational issues,” says 
Dr. Watson. “This is not unlike the 
U.S., where some people feel admitting 
psychological problems is a sign of failure, 
inadequacy, or even spiritual failure. 
We were inspired by the creativity and 
diligence of the Nepalese mental health 
professionals to change their society and 
cultural views of mental health needs and 
therefore increase access to services.”

Both professors found their Nepalese 
mental health colleagues open to 
discussions about religion and the 
importance of helping clients use effective 
religious coping methods in dealing with 
mental health challenges. “We enjoyed 
numerous lively discussions about the 
differences between Hinduism, Buddhism, 
and Christianity,” says Dr. Watson. 

While teaching at the church, the team 
started every day with worship and a brief 
sermon. Dr. Hall remembers one church 
member vividly. This woman and her sons 
were homeless and living under a bridge 
in Kathmandu until they connected with a 
church member and moved into a church-
owned apartment. 

Dr. Hall recalls seeing the woman 
dancing in the aisles during worship, 
helping collect the offering, and taking 
on a leadership role in the church, even 
though it was just informally. “Seeing 
her joy in the Lord is what stood out for 
me,” Dr. Hall says, adding that the trip 
helped her think more deeply about how 
God works and the ways in which culture 
shapes our lives. 

For Dr. Watson, perhaps the richest 
lesson of the trip highlighted the cultural 
importance of showing respect for others. 
In Nepal respect is expressed in both subtle 
and overt ways. “The experience caused 
me to carefully examine the ways that  
I interact with others . . . and to realize the 
importance of respect as a demonstration  
of Christ-like love, as it shows others that 
they are valued and treasured.” 

While in Kathmandu, the team also 
conducted a small research project, 
surveying the various professionals about 
mental health needs and challenges in 
Nepal and about their own personal 
experiences and struggles with mental 
health symptoms. Undergraduate and 
graduate Wheaton students are now 
working to analyze the data gathered in 
Nepal, and Dr. Hall hopes to publish the 
findings for the broader psychological 
community. 

“The experience 
caused me to carefully 
examine the ways  
I interact with others 
. . . and to realize the 
importance of respect 
as a demonstration  
of Christ-like love, as  
it shows others  
that they are valued 
and treasured.”

—Dr. Terri Watson M.A. ’86, 
associate dean of psychology

With travels ranging from rural landscapes to 
places listed as a World Heritage site, Drs. Terri 
Watson (below, far left) and Sarah Hall (below, 
left) learned about the culture and customs in 
Nepal. They were there to teach skills in clinical 
supervision and child and adolescent counseling 
to lay people and mental health professionals, 
including these two individuals (right) who are 
involved in pastoral-care ministry. 
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Wheaton College serves Jesus Christ and advances  
His Kingdom through excellence in liberal arts  
and graduate programs that educate the whole person to  
build the church and benefit society worldwide.

Philip G. Ryken ’88, President

The new 

mission 

statement  

“is a modest 

revision that 

renews 

Wheaton’s 

commitment to 

Christ-centered 

liberal arts 

education and 

clarifies the 

service we  

hope to offer  

in the kingdom 

of God.”

perspective

elcome to Wheaton’s new mission statement. On the recommendation of a task force that included 
faculty, staff, student, and alumni representatives, the trustees have refreshed our short declaration 
of what we believe to be our God-given calling as a Christ-centered college.

The revision process began two years ago as the campus community responded to “The 
President’s Green Paper on the Mission, Context, and Direction of Wheaton College.” While 
respondents generally were supportive of the mission statement we have been using since the  
early 1980s, as explained and defended in the paper, they also raised some good questions, such as:

Could we be more explicit about our commitment to Christ and His Kingdom?
Should we say something about our liberal arts identity and/or our graduate programs?
In saying that we wanted to develop “whole Christians,” were we sensitive enough to the reality  
of human brokenness?
What exactly is an “effective” Christian?

In response, the trustees appointed a task force to review and possibly revise our mission 
statement in consultation with the wider college community. The fruit of their labors is a modest 
revision that renews Wheaton’s commitment to Christ-centered liberal arts education and clarifies 
the service we hope to offer in the kingdom of God.

The new mission statement begins with two active verbs: serve and advance. The first verb 
positions us in submission to Jesus Christ. While it is true that God has often called Wheaton to lead, 
our primary calling is to serve—specifically, to serve Jesus Christ as our Creator, Savior, and Lord. 

Our vision for service is as wide as God’s work in the world. So the new mission statement 
includes familiar words from our motto: His Kingdom. Strictly speaking, God advances his own 
kingdom. But he gives us such a surprisingly important role in establishing his dominion that it 
seems appropriate to say that we are part of its progress.

Wheaton College advances the kingdom of Jesus Christ through a particular kind of education. 
We affirm our ongoing commitment to the best traditions of liberal education at a time when 
many liberal arts colleges are in decline and many students overlook the uniquely valuable 
preparation that such an education provides for life and work. We also affirm that the distinctive 
contribution of our graduate school is essential to our mission.  

The closing verbs of the new mission statement echo and clarify wording from the old one:  
build the church and benefit society. The old mission statement made it our aim to “improve” 
society. The task force determined that the word benefit is more biblical and perhaps more modest. 
Whether or not our graduates improve society (often they do), we want to bless people outside as 
well as inside the church.

The last word of the new mission statement—worldwide —looks beyond Wheaton’s campus to 
encompass the needs of a world that is wounded by sin and hoping for redemption. By the grace of 
God, we hope to see our graduates making a difference for Jesus Christ all over the globe.  

Eventually Wheaton’s mission statement will need to be revised again. Some future generation 
will ask its own good questions about the phrasing they inherit from us. They will add what we 
have left out or suggest new wording to replace the old. 

My hope and prayer is that when that day comes, Wheaton will still be faithful to its God-given 
mission—a mission that goes back to 1860 and was always intended to last until Jesus comes again 
to establish his kingdom forever.

YOU LOVE THIS PLACE. YOU LOVE EACH OTHER.

PROVIDE FOR BOTH WITH A 

WHEATON COLLEGE GIFT ANNUITY.

Through a charitable gift annuity, you can

•	Support	the	students	and	the	ministry	of	Wheaton	College

•	Receive	valuable	lifetime	income	for	you	and	your	loved	one

•	Claim	an	immediate	tax	deduction

•	Avoid	or	defer	capital	gains	taxes	if	contributing	appreciated	securities

•	Defer	payments	to	a	future	date,	such	as	retirement,	to	receive	a	higher	rate	of	
income

Learn	how	a	charitable	gift	annuity	can	benefit	both	you	and	Wheaton	College.

Look	up	your	gift	annuity	rate	and	request	a	personalized	gift	annuity	illustration	
online	at	wheaton.edu/giftannuity.	

You	can	also	contact	Gift Planning Services at 1-800-525-9906 or  
gift.plan@wheaton.edu for	more	information.
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Judy Meyer Thompson ’77 grew up in Elmhurst 

but spent the summers of her childhood roaming 

100 acres of wilderness in Wisconsin, where she 

developed an abiding interest in the natural world. 

The Northwoods campus of HoneyRock drew 

Judy to Wheaton, where she majored in science 

and physical education and studied ecology  

and botany at the Wheaton College Science 

Station in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Though 

always interested in art, Judy didn’t fully pursue 

her passion until her children went to college.  

“It was then that I gave myself permission to 

diligently work at my art and to explore all of my 

pent-up creativity,” she says. 

Often inspired by the imagery of the prairie, 

Judy’s work can be found in galleries in South 

Dakota and Nebraska. After completing an  

Artist Residency at the Badlands National 

Monument, Judy created the Homestead Series, 

a group of 12 paintings currently touring 

throughout the Midwest. 

Recently appointed as a teaching artist for 

schools and communities by The Nebraska Arts 

Council, Judy lives in Orange City, Iowa, with her 

husband, Dale Allan Thompson ’76, who is the 

assistant vice president for student development 

at Northwestern College. 

Art of Nature

“Redhead”

Watercolor and Charcoal on Paper

Image size: 16" x 16"
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