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Cover photo:  At the North Central College Invitational on March 31, 
2012, Thunder senior Renee Bettinger ran the women’s 100-meter dash, 
winning with a time of 12.41 seconds. In June she was selected to the 
Capital One Division III Academic All-District VII Women’s Track & Field 
Team, which annually honors student-athletes who have succeeded at the 
highest level in athletics and in the classroom. Read Renee’s story on 
pages 10-11. Photo by Michael Hudson ’89. 

Inside photos: Les Barker, p. 2; Michael Hudson, pp. 4-5, 7, 9-10, 
12-13; 26, 35-38, class reunion photos (39-41, 43, 45-46, 49-50, 52), 
48, 53, 58, 60-61, 64; Alicia Hansen, p. 12; Emily Hardman, p. 18-19; 
Hillary Topazian ’13, p. 20-21; Greg Halvorsen Schreck, pp. 28-29;  
Lars Jacobson ’87, p. 30-31; Amanda Wren ’09, p. 32;  
David Gonzales p. 42.
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Wheaton College exists to help build the church and improve society worldwide  

by promoting the development of whole and effective Christians through  

excellence in programs of Christian higher education. This mission expresses our 

commitment to do all things “For Christ and His Kingdom.”
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The Word on the Street
On campus, eight installations of artist Gene 

Schmidt’s wooden stencils of 1 Corinthians 13  

inspire discussions about art, faith, community,  

and how we love our neighbors.          

On Their Behalf
Wheaton alumni work to change laws and influence  

public policy.

by Jeremy Weber ’05 

Grounds for Growth
A new campus club offers students experiential learning 

opportunities in global business development.

by Jessica L. Bernthal 

Wonder Filled
Wheaton celebrates the life and lasting campus 

legacy of Anna O’Connor ’07, M.A. ’11.   

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90   

Valiant Healer 
For greatly advancing the fight against breast cancer, 

Dr. William C. Wood ’62 received the Alumni 

Association’s 2012 Distinguished Service to Society 

Award.       

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

Through a Healing Lens:  
The Marjorie Kovler Center Quilts
Through a collaborative project, Wheaton’s 

documentary photography students help promote 

healing for victims of torture. 

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84 

Hooah! 
As Wheaton’s Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) 

celebrates 60 years of preparing leaders, Wheaton 

offers a brief overview of the program’s mission and 

history through the eyes of our alumni officers. 

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06
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for every issue of Wheaton magazine, the challenge comes down  

to this: Arrange almost a quarter of a million characters into about 

35,000 words; and then place these words into sentences that become 

paragraphs that become articles that hopefully interest, inspire, inform, 

and motivate readers.

It’s inevitable that something will go wrong. Edit, proof, and proof 

again—still, typos and ambiguities have a way of cropping up. And yet, 

despite the mistakes and shortcomings of the magazine (and its editors), 

Wheaton remains the primary source from which alumni get their 

information about the College.1

Among the 35,000 words in this issue, you’ll find stories of Wheaton 

alumni who have courageously used, and are using, words in powerful 

ways; such as, to speak up for the rights of the unborn, to defend 

religious freedom, to advocate for Alzheimer’s or cancer research, or 

to urge action against prostitution and sex trafficking. One alumnus 

represents Liberia as its consul general in the U.S.; another teaches 

believers around the world to produce Christian literature; and another 

mentors student–athletes with the message of the gospel.

Ah, the wonder and importance of words.  President Emeritus Duane 

Litfin hon writes about them in his recent book, Word Versus Deed 2:

God’s revelation came to us, after all, not only in the living Word 

Jesus Christ, but in the written Word, the Scriptures. What’s more, 

the use of the verbal code lies at the heart of what it means to  

be human, so much so that we can scarcely imagine life and society 

without it. We require language to speak of other people, places, 

and times; or to make statements that can be proven true or  

false. . . . We use the verbal code to express policies or to urge 

actions. . . . And most wonderful of all, each of these verbal 

functions can be combined to produce complex analyses, 

explanations, and arguments. The ability to use words lies at the 

center of what it means to be human. 

But there’s the rub: the very humanness of our language. Yet  

in spite of our sin-filled mindsets and meager abilities to communicate 

well—if at all—the Lord entrusts believers with the proclamation of  

the Good News.

Even in our prayers we can’t get it right. When distress, pain, and 

grief leave us speechless; when the accuser must be silenced; when 

our cries for mercy fall far short; when a loved one is lost; when 

indescribable joy overflows from our grateful hearts; when His grace 

takes our breath away; when we don’t know what to ask or where  

to begin—it is the Holy Spirit who must speak for us, interceding with 

groanings too deep for words,3 in a language known only to the  

God of our salvation. 

Georgia I. Douglass 
’70, M.A. ’94 
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In times past, Wheaton students often lived with local-area families instead  
of in college-owned housing. In 1947, Ronald “Ronnie” Cox ’49 (see letter 
below) roomed at the Bennehoff House, known by the fellas as the B-Hive.  
Row 1: Ralph Enlow ’48, Mrs. Thelma Bennehoff  ’43, Evan Bennehoff,  
Rev. Paul Bennehoff ’40, Bonita Bennehoff. Row 2:  John “Jack” Enlow ’49, 
Myron “Mike” Dodds ’49, Ronnie Cox.

As then-president of the Crusader Club and 

cofounder and chair of the once men-only Hall 

of Honor, I witnessed the challenges Title IX 

faced on campus as women's teams were 

added while some men’s programs were lost 

or shelved. Give Wheaton’s administration 

credit for firmly implementing the 1972 

gender-equality national mandate. My friend 

retired VP of Student Development Henry 

Nelson tells me that admiring counterparts in 

the CCIW have told him that their programs 

don’t come close to the quality of Wheaton’s 

women’s athletics. 

Hundreds of eager new competitors on 

eleven women’s varsity teams have captured 

three team (soccer) and 10 individual national 

NCAA titles and 70 conference crowns since 

1986. Several seasons ago the women,  

for the first time, won more league champion-

ships during that academic year than the 

Wheaton men. Go, Lady Thunder!  

And, yeah, I’ve become one of their biggest 

fans—just ask the nearest ref. 

Ray Smith ’54

Wheaton, Illinois

Wheaton Marks Our Lives
In reading Camie Steindam Hoffman’s ’90 

recollections letter in the winter issue, many 

memorable experiences flashed through my 

mind. 

I remember the boys from the Benehoff 

House at 725 Irving Street. Besides me, they 

included Dick Gates ’50, Jack Enlow ’49, Ralph 

Enlow ’48, and Dean Borgman ’50. There were 

intramural basketball games, concerts, prayer 

meetings, athletic events, and many late-night 

ping-pong matches. We were very close 

housemates, and I highly value my moments 

with all of them—especially our night treks 

downtown, sometimes in the rain, to eat a 

hamburger or a bowl of chili at the little snack 

house across the tracks.

I greatly appreciate my classes and 

teachers, as well as talks with President 

Edman, Dr. Edith Torrey ’19, Coach Ed  

Coray ’23, and Dr. Merrill Tenney. It has 

been many years since my Wheaton 

experiences, but I still value them highly.

C. Ronald Cox ’49

Jacksonville, North Carolina

Corrections Page 10, spring 2012 issue—

Dr. Hans-Gert Pöttering is the chairman 

of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and 

the former president of the European 

Parliament, not the German Parliament. 

Page 22, spring 2012 issue—One of the 

four fields of study in the Graduate School 

in 1981 was communications, not missions 

communications. 

Celebrate the Graduate 
School
The article in the spring issue celebrating 

75 years of the Graduate School reminds 

us again of what one visionary giver can 

do. The financial gift that launched the 

Grad School in 1937 released Wheaton 

College leaders to think outside the box of 

traditional undergraduate education. The 

result of their courage was captured in Jim 

Plueddemann’s ’65, M.A. ’71 very personal 

and reminiscent world tour that took us 

to people and places where the Graduate 

School’s Kingdom impact is seen. What he 

wrote could have been written by scores 

of us who came before him and after. The 

names and places would change, but the 

constant theme would be the same—God 

did something in our minds and hearts 

when we were there and hopefully the world 

and God's work is better for it. 

J. David Schmidt M.A. ’77

Wheaton, Illinois

Thanks so much for including Dr. Jim 

Plueddemann’s piece in the recent issue of 

Wheaton. His grandfather-in-law (Dr. Henry 

H. Savage) led my family to faith in Jesus 

Christ during the 1930s and 1940s. Every 

day I thank God for my experience at the 

Graduate School, as one of the first church 

history grads and as teaching assistant for 

Dr. Earle Cairns.

Wayne Alan Detzler ’59, M.A. ’61 

Fairfield, Connecticut

Give a Cheer for Women’s 
Thunder 

The news in the spring issue of Julie Davis’ 

appointment as new athletic director and the 

only female athletics director in the College 

Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin (CCIW), 

points up the most under-told story in the 112 

years of Wheaton athletics: the remarkable 

recent growth and success of the women's 

program in Thunder varsity sports. 

 W H E A T O N     3

WHEATON dear

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your 

letters and emails as they relate to material 

published in the magazine. Correspondence 

must include your name, address, and 

phone number. The editor reserves the right 

to determine the suitability of letters for 

publication and to edit them for accuracy 

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can 

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton, Wheaton College / 

Wheaton, IL 60187 or editor@wheaton.edu
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s t u d e n t n e W s

Alumni Association Awards 
Senior Scholarships
The Wheaton College Alumni Asso-
ciation Board of Directors selected five 
students to receive the Senior Scholar-
ship Awards for the 2012-2013 school 
year. The awards were announced at the 
Honors Convocation this past spring.

Irma Castañeda ’13—a sociology 
and Spanish double major and French 
minor. She is a member of the campus 
organization Unidad Cristiana and 
recently served as a 1-2-1 leader with the 
Office of Multicultural Development. 
This summer she worked in Los Angeles 
with the Office of Christian Outreach’s 
Global Urban Perspectives. After 
graduation she plans to attend graduate 
school to pursue a Ph.D. in sociology, 
specifically immigration studies and 
public policy. She says, “Having grown 
up in an immigrant family, I have a 
heart for these communities and would 
like to see more just laws that keep 
families together and protect the rights 
of these communities.”

Sarah Jamieson ’13—an applied 
health science major and psychology 
minor. At Wheaton she’s been involved 
with Zoe’s Feet Dance Ministry and 
the 2012 Orientation Committee. She’s 
also worked as an applied health science 
teaching assistant and intern with World 
Relief DuPage. After graduation, she 
plans to attend graduate school and 
pursue a master’s in occupational therapy, 
hoping someday to work at an urban 
clinic. “Wherever I go, I know that 
God is already at work there,” she says. 
“My calling, regardless of vocation, is to 
witness what He is already doing and to 
serve His people in love and obedience.”

Alex Jones ’13—a biblical and theological 

The Number of Natural 
Science Majors Is on the 
Rise 

Wheaton College’s science program

has long earned national recognition. In
the two years since the opening of the 
Science Center, the number of natural 
science majors has increased significantly. 

The surge in interest in the natural 
sciences can be attributed to national 
career trends, such as geology, as well 
as the College’s investment in the 
Science Center. “Excellent career 
options are available in the sciences 
and mathematics, especially in 
interdisciplinary and applied fields like 
engineering and computer science,” 
says Dr. Dorothy Chappell HON,
dean of natural and social sciences. 

“Wheaton offers traditional sciences and 
mathematics alongside interdisciplinary 
fields where collaboration and 
cooperation are essential.”

Over the past 60 years, more than  
33 percent of Wheaton’s natural science 
graduates have completed a doctorate. 
Many enter graduate schools, including 
medical schools, and often go on to 
pursue careers in education, engineering, 
medicine, and applied health fields.

The Wheaton College Science Center, 
which opened in 2010, is a state-of-the- 
art facility that encourages collaborative 
research and learning. “Facilitating and 
sustaining learning environments for 
science education requires an unusual 
provision of assets,” says Dr. Chappell. 

“The new Science Center is a place where 
the challenging, relevant, and essential 
initiatives for science literacy equip 
Wheaton students to become alumni 
who make a difference in the global 
community.”

C A M P u s n e W s

All performances are 

in Edman Chapel, 

except for the 

Cashore Marionettes, 

who will perform 

in the Billy Graham 

Center’s Barrows 

Auditorium. For 

more information 

or to order tickets, 

call the Ticket and 

Information Office at 

630.752.5010. Online 

orders may be placed 

at ArtistSeries.org

WHEATON news

Experience 
the 
Arts 

The Spectacular 2012-2013 Artist Series Season
“Whether it’s the passionate embrace of Tchaikovsky’s ‘Pathetique’ Symphony
or the suspension of a dancer in mid-air, people want to see, to hear, even to 
touch the arts,” says Artist Series General Manager Dr. Tony Payne ’79. “This 
season features a series of emerging artists who inspire us with their technical 
achievement, their love of performing, their skills in communication, and their 
deep understanding of the music and traditions closest to our hearts.”
September 21 & 22 • Cashore Marionettes

September 28 • Piano duo Anderson & Roe

 November 17 • Caroline Goulding and the Camerata Chicago

 February 9 • Hubbard Street 2 Dance Company

 February 21 • China National Symphony Orchestra

 March 22 • Harlem Quartet

 May 4 • The Old Town School of Folk Music on the Road

89306_02-13.indd  6 8/14/12  3:49 PM
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Alumni Association Awards 
Senior Scholarships
The Wheaton College Alumni Asso-
ciation Board of Directors selected five 
students to receive the Senior Scholar-
ship Awards for the 2012-2013 school 
year. The awards were announced at the 
Honors Convocation this past spring.

Irma Castañeda ’13—a sociology 
and Spanish double major and French 
minor. She is a member of the campus 
organization Unidad Cristiana and 
recently served as a 1-2-1 leader with the 
Office of Multicultural Development. 
This summer she worked in Los Angeles 
with the Office of Christian Outreach’s 
Global Urban Perspectives. After 
graduation she plans to attend graduate 
school to pursue a Ph.D. in sociology, 
specifically immigration studies and 
public policy. She says, “Having grown 
up in an immigrant family, I have a 
heart for these communities and would 
like to see more just laws that keep 
families together and protect the rights 
of these communities.”

Sarah Jamieson ’13—an applied 
health science major and psychology 
minor. At Wheaton she’s been involved 
with Zoe’s Feet Dance Ministry and 
the 2012 Orientation Committee. She’s 
also worked as an applied health science 
teaching assistant and intern with World 
Relief DuPage. After graduation, she 
plans to attend graduate school and 
pursue a master’s in occupational therapy, 
hoping someday to work at an urban 
clinic. “Wherever I go, I know that 
God is already at work there,” she says. 
“My calling, regardless of vocation, is to 
witness what He is already doing and to 
serve His people in love and obedience.”

Alex Jones ’13—a biblical and theological 

studies major, anthropology minor, also 
pursuing a HNGR certificate. At Wheaton, 
he’s been involved with Student Ministry 
Partners, the BreakAway Ministry, and  
the intramural football and basketball teams.  
He also works in the College’s cafeteria.  
After graduation he will serve with the 
mission organization Pioneers. He says,  

“I plan to head to the mission field.  
If the Lord draws me away from missions, 
community development and social 
anthropology interest me.”

Bethany Pennington ’13—an international 
relations and Spanish double major. At 
Wheaton she’s been involved with Unidad 
Cristiana, the Symphony Orchestra, and 
Wheaton Passage at HoneyRock. Earlier this 
year, she spent ten weeks as an international 
relations intern at the U.S. Embassy in  
La Paz, Bolivia. After graduation, Bethany 
hopes to teach English in a Spanish-speaking 
country and ultimately plans to pursue a 
career in the foreign service with the  
U.S. Department of State. “My internship 
with the U.S. Embassy confirmed clear 
ways in which God could use my gifts 
and abilities,” she says. “I am excited to be 
involved in the service of the body of Christ 
wherever I go.”

Andrew Thompson ’13—a communi-
cation (media studies) and Spanish double 
major while working toward a journalism 
certificate. At Wheaton he’s been involved 
with Lambda Pi Eta, BreakAway Ministry, 
and the Diakoni program with the 
Admissions Office. He’s also interned with 
Christianity Today, TeachBeyond, and 
a news station in Atlanta. Involved with 
several Discipleship Small Groups, he will 

be an assistant residence director next 
year. After graduation he plans to attend 
graduate school and study student 
development. “I hope to pursue a career 
in that field, living out my passion for 
college ministry,” he says. “I have been 
so blessed by my friends and mentors in 
student development and hope to be that 
for others.”

Recent Graduate Received  
Community Service Award
Sean Ramsey ’12 was recognized with Northwestern 

Mutual’s 2011 Community Service Award for his 

volunteer ef forts at Roseland Christian Ministries (RCM). 

Northwestern Mutual, through its foundation, granted  

a $10,000 donation to RCM in Sean’s honor.

Sean, a business and economics major and 

communications minor, has been involved with 

Roseland Christian Ministries since the 8th grade. RCM 

serves the Roseland community on Chicago’s South 

Side through a variety of ministries, including an interim 

housing program for battered women and children, 

af ter-school summer and youth programs, and a home 

renewal program. “An hour away from Wheaton,” says 

Sean, “there’s this place that’s desperately crying out 

for help.”

As a student at the College, Sean interned with 

Northwestern Mutual’s McTigue Financial Group in 

Oak Brook. Having graduated, he is now working  

as a consultant with Microsystems. 

The Number of Natural 
Science Majors Is on the 
Rise 

Wheaton College’s science program 

has long earned national recognition. In 
the two years since the opening of the 
Science Center, the number of natural 
science majors has increased significantly. 

The surge in interest in the natural 
sciences can be attributed to national 
career trends, such as geology, as well 
as the College’s investment in the 
Science Center. “Excellent career 
options are available in the sciences 
and mathematics, especially in 
interdisciplinary and applied fields like 
engineering and computer science,” 
says Dr. Dorothy Chappell HON, 
dean of natural and social sciences. 

“Wheaton offers traditional sciences and 
mathematics alongside interdisciplinary 
fields where collaboration and 
cooperation are essential.”

Over the past 60 years, more than  
33 percent of Wheaton’s natural science 
graduates have completed a doctorate. 
Many enter graduate schools, including 
medical schools, and often go on to 
pursue careers in education, engineering, 
medicine, and applied health fields.

The Wheaton College Science Center, 
which opened in 2010, is a state-of-the- 
art facility that encourages collaborative 
research and learning. “Facilitating and 
sustaining learning environments for 
science education requires an unusual 
provision of assets,” says Dr. Chappell. 

“The new Science Center is a place where 
the challenging, relevant, and essential 
initiatives for science literacy equip 
Wheaton students to become alumni 
who make a difference in the global 
community.”

(standing, l to r) Bethany 
Pennington, Sarah 

Jamieson, Alexander 
Jones, Alumni Association 
Executive Director Cindra 
Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82, 

Alumni Board President 
Christopher Jahns ’82, 

Irma Castañeda,  
Andrew Thompson. 

(seated) Meagan Stuart 
Gillan ’75 and Mary Ashley 

Miller ’69, Alumni Board 
members.

(l to r): Kamari Pleasant; Sean Ramsey ’12; Felisha Williams;  
Kisha Pleasant; Pastor Joe Huizenga, Roseland Christian Ministries; and 
Corey McQuade, managing director, The McTigue Financial Group in  
Oak Brook, Illinois.
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s t u d e n t n e W s

Mock Trial Team Earns
Championship Bid 
In their first full season,

the Wheaton College Mock

Trial team competed in

the American Mock Trial

Association’s (AMTA) Opening

Round Championship in

Memphis. “This was a

remarkable achievement,” says

Trenton Van Oss ’14, founder

and co-captain of the Mock

Trial Team. “Advancing past

regionals was a long-term goal

that co-captain McNair Nichols

’14, the attorney coaches, and

I had set for the team.”

Participating in the

championship required a

top-eight spot in regional

competition, and each regional

had 20-30 teams. “Many of the

teams at regionals, including

the ones we competed against,

are big-name schools that

have well-funded and well-

developed mock trial programs

that have been in place for

many years,” Trenton says.

Currently the Wheaton

team’s AMTA ranking is at 151

out of 600 schools.

The Wheaton College Mock Trial team:  (l to r) Margaret Winchell 
’15, Abigail Canfield ’15, Jason Chapman ’14, Trenton Van Oss 
’14, Diane Michalak (attorney coach), Eric Pierce (attorney coach), 
David Washko ’14, McNair Nichols ’14, John Patrick ’14. Not 
pictured: Brooks Locke ’98 (attorney coach), Desmond Cato ’14, 
Kenzie Sullivan ’14, and Andrew Bayer ’14.

F A C u Lt Y n e W s

Three Conservatory Professors Retire
Three Wheaton College Conservatory of Music professors were
awarded emeritus status this past spring. About them—and several 
other Wheaton professors recently awarded emeritus status—
Provost Stanton Jones commented, “These are brilliant teachers, 
accomplished in their disciplines and 
recognized in their respective guilds. 
They are also fine Christians who 
have devoted their lives to the ideals 
for which Wheaton College stands.”

Dr. Howard Whitaker ’63

served 38 years at the College

honored at the annual Festival

of Faith Concert on May 4, with

performances by the Symphony

Orchestra, Symphonic Band,

Concert Choir, Women’s Chorale,

and the Men’s Glee Club.

Dr. Paul Wiens

served 31 years at the College

honored at a special Wheaton

College Concert Choir performance

of the Bach Mass in B Minor on

March 23.

Mr. John Zimmerman ’66

served 44 years at the College

honored with a retirement

reception on Apri l 17, 2012.

To listen to the Festival of Faith
or Concert Choir concerts, visit

http://wheaton.edu/WETN/All-
Media/Musical-Performances.

WHEATON news
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Award-Winning Faculty 
Six members of Wheaton’s faculty

were honored with Faculty Achievement
Awards at the Honors Convocation this 
past spring.

Junior Faculty Achievement Awardees

Dr. Richard Gibson, assistant professor
of English
He has a reputation as an outstanding
teacher who invests in the lives of his 
students spiritually and academically. 
He engages students at a deep level and 
is able to make difficult material—like 
the plays of Aeschylus—both appealing 
and engaging. His colleagues recognize 
him as a contributing scholar in their 
discipline and appreciate him as a 
collaborator and dialogue partner.

Dr. Beth Felker Jones, associate professor
of theology
Her teaching is recognized for its depth and
wisdom. Considered a role model inside 
and outside the classroom, her Oxford 
University Press title Marks of His Wounds
continues to attract far-reaching notice, 
even as she is underway on yet another 
Oxford title presenting a systematic 
theology of conversion. Her 2009 book 
Touched by a Vampire is representative of
her ability to blend theological profundity 
with keen cultural insight.  

Senior Scholarship Achievement 
Awardees

Dr. Brian Howell, associate professor
of anthropology
He has spearheaded growth in the number
of majors as well as excitement about 
the social sciences. He has demonstrated 
strategic leadership on matters of diversity 
and social justice. He is active in a wide array 
of campus venues such as Wheaton Passage, 
sponsorship of student organizations, and 
the HNGR program. As a Christian scholar, 
he has contributed to relevant publications 
in his fields of anthropology and missions, 
in nonreligious journals, and in outlets that 
speak to the Christian public. 

Dr. L. Kristen Page, professor of biology
A beloved HNGR mentor, she skillfully
guides interns through their research 
projects and seamlessly incorporates her 
research and overseas experiences into 
her classroom instruction.  Students 
speak of her commitment to excellence 
and passion in her area of expertise. She 
conducts research that crosses many 
disciplinary boundaries, publishing widely 
and maintaining an active network of 
collaborators. She was recently promoted 
to the rank of professor in acknowledgment 
of her standing as a major world expert in 
her field of parasitology with applications in 
disease transmission and public health.

Senior Teaching Achievement 
Awardees

Dr. Kenneth Chase, department chair
and associate professor of communication
Recognized by his students as wise
and brilliant, he is also considered  
an incredible educator and mentor. His 
colleagues view him as industrious, 
creative, and conscientious; his approach 
to life is prayerful, positive, and hope-
filled. The oldest child of the sixth 
Wheaton College president, he carries 
on his father’s legacy of leadership by 
providing exceptional peer leadership 
for the communication department.  

Dr. Barrett McRay ’83, M.A.’86,
M.A.’95, Psy.D.’98, chair and associate 
professor of Christian formation and ministry
Students appreciate his steady, focused
approach to teaching and his appealing 
sense of humor. He is able to draw 
capably on resources from three distinct 
disciplines: biblical and theological 
studies, clinical psychology, and Christian 
formation and ministry. Because of his 
unique combination of gifts, he brings 
to the classroom perspectives from his 
formal theological training and his clinical 
psychology training.  He has contributed 
enthusiastically to HoneyRock and 
Wheaton Passage. He is regarded as a true 
servant leader among his faculty peers.  

Dr. Gibson Dr. Jones Dr. Howell Dr. Page Dr. Chase Dr. McRay
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by Brett Marhanka, Athletics Communications Director

Renee Bettinger ’12 has
successfully balanced hard work in the 
classroom with hard work on the 
Thunder women’s track team. She is a 
two-time All-American for Wheaton in 
the women’s 100-meter dash, and a 
chemistry major who graduated summa 
cum laude with a 3.88 cumulative grade 
point average. 
“If you know Renee,” says Head 

A Standout in Sprint and Study
As a Wheaton student, this alumna succeeded on the track 
and in the classroom.

Coach Scott Bradley ’86, “you know that
she is really consistent in all areas of her 
life. It has shown up in the classroom and 
in track. She always worked hard and 
never missed training.” 

As a junior in high school, Renee, a 
track athlete, was experiencing pain 
that made running especially difficult. 
Diagnosed at that time as having juvenile 
arthritis, it took months to discover that 

the pains were not caused by arthritis 
but were actually a rare side effect to a 
common medication. 

Experiencing multiple incorrect and 
hurtful medications used to combat 
arthritis has led her to consider pharmacy 
as a career. “My desire to help prevent 
this from happening to others combined 
well with my interest in the sciences and 
mathematics,” Renee says. “I hope to 
become a pharmacist who is competent 
in helping people through the use of 
medicine.”

During her four years on Wheaton’s 
track team, Renee set the school 
record several times in the 100. She 
also holds a school indoor record in 
the 55-meter dash. Coach Bradley 
says, “Her recruitment of her fast-twitch 
muscle fiber is very good and she has 
great coordination. Coordination in 
running isn’t the same as it is in sports 
like baseball or football, but she can turn 
over really, really fast. Without question, 
Renee is definitely the best female 
sprinter I have ever coached. She has 
been incredibly consistent in her times.” 

For Renee, a key memory of her 
running career was at a Wisconsin-La 
Crosse event near the end of her senior 
year. “The only people to travel to this 
meet were Coach Bradley, one other 
athlete, and me. This alone made for a 
memorable trip as we talked and bonded 
the whole drive up to Wisconsin. Then 
during the prelims of the 100-meter 
dash, I ran a personal best time of 12.05 
seconds. This was followed by another 
personal best of 11.99 seconds during the 
finals. My lifelong track goal had been to 
break 12 seconds in the 100-meter dash, 
and being able to finally do so at the end 
of my senior year, even if only by 0.01 
seconds, was so rewarding.”

On May 26, 2012, Renee competed  

WHEATON sports
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Football
8/30 Benedictine 
9/8 Albion 
9/15 Luther 
9/29 Augustana 
10/6 Carthage (Homecoming)
10/13 Elmhurst 
10/20 Illinois Wesleyan 
10/27 Millikin (Family Weekend)
11/3 North Central 
11/10 North Park 

Men’s Soccer
8/31 Kalamazoo 
9/1 Principia 
9/7 Pacific Lutheran 
9/8 Whitworth 
9/11 U. of Chicago  
9/14 Calvin 
9/18 Dominican 
9/21 Washington (Mo.) 
9/22 Webster 
9/25 Loras
9/29 North Park 
10/3 Carthage 
10/5 U. of Wis.-Oshkosh
10/10 North Central
10/13 Elmhurst 
10/18 Aurora 
10/20 Illinois Wesleyan 
10/24 Augustana 
10/26 Millikin 

Women’s Soccer
8/31 Claremont-Mudd-Scripps
9/1 Principia 
9/4 Calvin 
9/7 Whitworth 

9/8 U. of Puget Sound
9/15 Washington (Mo.) 
9/19 U. of Wis.-Eau Claire 
9/22 Ohio Wesleyan
9/25 Loras 
9/27 Aurora 
9/29 North Park 
10/3 Carthage 
10/5 Trinity (Tex.)
10/8 Concordia-Moorhead
10/10 North Central 
10/13 Elmhurst 
10/17 U. of Chicago
10/20 Illinois Wesleyan
10/24 Augustana
10/26 Millikin

Volleyball
8/31 Gustavus Adolphus   
 (Whitewater)
8/31 Augsburg (Whitewater)
9/1 U. of Wis.-Oshkosh   
 (Whitewater)
9/1 U. of Wis.-Whitewater 
9/4 Lake Forest
9/7-8 Colorado Tourn.
9/11 Carthage 
9/15 Monmouth
9/15 Lakeland
9/18 Millikin
9/21 Wheaton Invitational
9/22 Wheaton Invitational
9/25 North Central 
10/2 Elmhurst 
10/5 Endicott 
10/10 Illinois Wesleyan 
10/12 North Central Tourn.
10/13 North Central Tourn.

10/16 North Park 
10/19 Elmhurst Invitational
10/20 Elmhurst Invitational
10/23 Augustana 
10/27 Saint Mary’s (Ind.) 
10/27 Hope
10/30 CCIW Play-In Match 

11/2-3 CCIW Tourn.

Women’s Tennis
9/1 North Central 
9/5 Elmhurst 
9/8 Carthage 
9/8 Millikin (Kenosha)
9/13 Lake Forest
9/15 U. of Wis.-La Crosse 
9/15 U. of Wis.-Whitewater 
9/19 Illinois Wesleyan 
9/22 Augustana 
9/22 Upper Iowa (Rock Island)
9/28-29 ITA Regional (St. Louis)
10/5-6 CCIW Champ. (Elmhurst)

Men’s and Women’s 
Cross Country
9/7 Aurora Spartan Cross   
 Country 
9/22 “Gil Dodds” Invitational 
10/5 Benedictine Invitational 
10/13 U. of Wis.-Oshkosh   
 Invitational
10/27 CCIW Conference Champ.
11/2 North Central Cardinal Open
11/10 NCAA Div. III Midwest   
 Champ. 
11/17 NCAA Div. III National Champ. 

Women’s Golf
8/31 Robert Morris Fall Classic
9/4 Aurora Invitational 
9/7-8 Olivet Fall Invitational
9/13 Carthage Fall Invitational 
9/18 North Central Fall Classic 
9/24-25 Bethel (Ind.) Pilot Invitational 
10/4-6 CCIW Champ. hosted by  
 Carthage 

Home contests are in bold.
All schedules are subject to change. 
For more information on schedules 
and possible changes you can view our 
website at http://athletics.wheaton.edu. 

Wheaton Thunder Fall Sports Schedule

in the finals of the women’s 100-meter
dash at the Division III Outdoor Track  
& Field Championships for the second 
consecutive year. She finished eighth  
in the nation in the race, earning Division 
III All-American recognition from  
the United States Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association for the 
second straight year. 

She says of her race, the last competition 
of her collegiate career, “I had very mixed 
emotions after the finals on that Saturday. 
I was ecstatic to have placed in the top 
eight and made All-American again, but 
I was also very sad to know that it was 
the last race of my college career. I had 
a wonderful four years running and 
competing for Wheaton, and while there 
was some relief that came with knowing 
that I had run my last race very well,  
I will also greatly miss track, running, and 
my teammates now that it’s over.”

Coach Bradley sums up Renee: “She 
loves competing, which is a large 
reason for her success.” However, he 
adds, “What I admire about Renee is 
her humility. There is not a cocky bone 
in her body, in terms of the way she 
carries herself as a person and as an athlete. 
When you are humble like Renee is, you 
are willing to be taught, to learn, and to 
be coached.” 

Most football, women’s soccer, and men’s soccer games are broadcast on WETN radio at 88.1 FM and  
on the internet at www.wetn.org. Live video of home football, men’s soccer, and women’s soccer 
contests are carried on WETN-TV (check local cable listings in the Wheaton area) and on the internet at  
www.wetn.org. Live in-game statistics for many sports can be found online at http://athletics.wheaton.edu. 
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8 
student-
athletes
selected to the 
prestigious Capital 
One Academic All-
America program in 
2011-12, the most 
ever in one year in 
school history.

52 
career  
doubles 
by All-American 
softball player 
Lesley Guenard ’12, 
the most in school 
history and among 
the most in Division 
III history.

172 
tennis 
victories
(singles and 
doubles) for 
Elizabeth 
Worsowicz ’12, a 
three-time CCIW 
Player of the Year.

.404 
batting 
average
in 2012 for All-
American OF/P Drew 
Golz ’12, who set a 
school record with 
eight victories in 2012 
as a pitcher.

754 
combined 
victories
for retired women’s 
basketball coach Beth 
Baker ’77 and retired 
men’s basketball 
coach Bill Harris. Both 
will be inducted into 
Wheaton’s Hall of 
Honor in October. 
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“

rtwork that presents the words of the Love Chapter was 
originally placed on the streets of Philadelphia in 2010, set 
against a landscape of urban poverty and prosperity. President 
Ryken, then senior pastor of Philadelphia’s Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, had just finished preaching a sermon series on  
1 Corinthians 13, and noted how the art titled “Lovetown PA” gave 
“fresh power to the words of the biblical text.” 

Today, this artwork illustrates Dr. Ryken’s recent book, Loving the 
Way Jesus Loves (Crossway, 2012). Following is an excerpt from this 
book—the whole of which provides a thoughtful exposition of this 
powerful, and often misunderstood, chapter: 

If there is any one truth that I wish I could communicate more clearly, 
it is the abundance of grace that God has for anyone who has fallen 
into sin. Jesus had the same desire. The goal of all his teaching—a 
goal that he fully and finally accomplished by dying on the cross and 
rising with forgiveness for the world—was to help people turn away 
from their sin and accept the free grace of God. He made the choice 
that love makes, never rejoicing at wrongdoing but always rejoicing 
with the truth. . . .

Once you know that God loves you as you are, you are free to make 
the choice that love makes: not to rejoice at wrongdoing but to rejoice 
with the truth that God has grace for other sinners. You are also ready 
to do what love does: you are ready to forgive, ready to serve, and 
ready to pour out the treasure of your heart for Jesus.”

—President Philip G. Ryken ’88

Last spring, eight art 
installations of wooden 
stencils by New York 
City artist Gene Schmidt 
reminded Wheaton 
students daily of the love 
of Christ as they came 
and went. At the Billy 
Graham Center Museum, 
photographs (taken by 
another New York artist, 
Alicia Hansen) of the art’s 
original installation in the 
City of Brotherly Love (left) 
accompanied more of 
Schmidt’s stencils of the 
Love Chapter. 

WHEATON view

F irst Corinthians 13 is spelled out in wooden Cut-
outs,  one le t ter at a t ime ,  aCross whe aton’s Campus.

the  word  on   the  street
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Liberty’s Champions
Three Wheaton alumni played behind-the-scenes roles in a recent Supreme Court  
victory labeled by many as the most important religious liberty case in decades.
by Jeremy Weber ’05

Charmaine agrees. “For any kind of social movement you
have to have all components: grassroots activism, engagement of  
the church, and engagement from intellectuals,” she says.

Arielle plans to pursue more film activism projects, though the 
causes she advocates may change. “Right now I’m waiting and 
watching,” she says. “You can’t get ahead of the Lord on this.”

“It’s really easy to be advocates thinking we are saving the world, 
but if God is not moving, there’s no point—you’ll just wear yourself 
out,” says Arielle. “I think my generation is learning this.”

National media extensively covered  
the four-year legal battle between Hosanna-Tabor 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and School and the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
which ended this January when the Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that the Michigan church had a 
First Amendment right to fire fourth-grade teacher 
Cheryl Perich for insubordination when she tried 
to return from a medical leave for narcolepsy and 
threatened to sue the church.

Lesser known is that three of the nine attorneys 
at the pro bono law firm that represented Hosanna-
Tabor—The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty—are 
Wheaton alumni: Eric Kniffin ’98, Luke Goodrich 
’01, and Diana Verm ’04.

The Becket Fund came to represent Hosanna-
Tabor thanks to Luke Goodrich ‘01, deputy general 
counsel, who spotted the church’s case in the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals and offered to help the 
church appeal.

“I’m always looking for cases that will have a 
big impact on the law nationwide, and I could see 
from the Sixth Circuit’s decision that this was a hard 
case that had big potential,” says Luke. “A lot of 
religious freedom cases deal with public displays of 
the Ten Commandments or Christmas trees. This was 
much more important because it cut to the core of 
religious groups’ identity and their right to hire and 
fire leaders for religious reasons.”

The key principle at stake was the “ministerial 
exception,” which permits religious groups to 

choose their religious leaders without government 
interference by preventing ministers from suing them 
in labor disputes. This legal doctrine is a longstanding 
plank of religious freedom, yet recently lower courts 
have disagreed more and more over its scope. The 
Supreme Court had never weighed in on it before.

The Sixth Circuit ruled against Hosanna-Tabor, 
deciding that, though the church sees its teachers 
as “commissioned ministers,” the teacher was not 
a religious employee because she spent most of 
her time doing nonreligious tasks. This decision 
concerned the Becket Fund attorneys.

“The government said that federal 
nondiscrimination law trumps the right of religious 
institutions to select their own leaders, and protection 
only exists for people who have exclusively religious 
functions,” says Eric. “It is a frightening prospect that 
the government can decide who is religious enough to 
receive First Amendment protections.”

So Luke offered to appeal the case to the 
Supreme Court, and Hosanna-Tabor accepted. Given 
the magnitude of the case, Becket put most of its 
attorneys on the case. Eric and Diana did legal and 
factual research and helped devise strategy for  
the briefs. Luke read through hundreds of pages of 
past cases and related material and helped  
condense the legal principles down to the 6,000- to 
15,000-word briefs required by the Supreme Court.

Luke pored through centuries of Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod theological and doctrinal works, 
from its founding president back in the 1800s to its 

current president today. “It was readily apparent 
that the Sixth Circuit considered the status of 
‘minister’ to be just a label of no importance,” says 
Luke. “My job was to try to communicate to a secular 
court the theological significance to Lutherans of a 
‘commissioned minister,’ which dates back to the 
Reformation and to Scripture.”

The other challenge was to help the court look 
past the sympathetic “victim”—a disabled teacher 
trying to return to her job—to see the deeper issues 
at stake. “It’s important to be able to tell a story  
in a way that shows the religious liberty principles 
behind it,” says Diana. “In this case, the principle 
was keeping the government from interfering 
with church hiring decisions. You don’t want courts 
parsing religious doctrine.”

Most observers expected the case to revolve 
around the scope of the exception—whether the 
protections that all the lower courts agreed should be 
applied to pastors should extend to church teachers 
or even church janitors. But instead the case focused 
on the exception itself when the Justice Department 
took the surprising position that the exception should 
not exist at all. In other words, that churches should 
be subject to the same anti-discrimination labor laws 
as nonreligious businesses and institutions.

The court struck down this line of thinking and 
affirmed the importance of the ministerial exception, 
siding with Hosanna-Tabor 9-0.

“Everybody was surprised that it was a unanimous 
ruling,” says Luke. “Most court watchers thought 
it was going to be a close case. Some groups had 
urged not even appealing the case at all, because 
they feared the Supreme Court might reject the 
ministerial exception altogether.”

“We were cautiously optimistic coming out  
of oral arguments, but none of us in our wildest 
dreams was predicting a 9-0 opinion,” says  
Eric. “It helped that the government took such an 
extreme position, arguing that there wasn’t  
a ministerial exception at all.”

Diana says it was a highlight of her career to  
witness the oral arguments. Not only was it also 
Luke’s first Supreme Court case, but he sat at 
counsel’s table—mere feet from the Justices—as 
First Amendment expert Doug Laycock stood and 
delivered the oral arguments. “It was a great 
experience,” says Luke. “It was a privilege to be 
there.”

Eric Kniffin’98, 
Diana Verm ’04, and 
Luke Goodrich ’01 
on the steps of the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
in Washington, D.C. 
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A simple 
machine 
is used 
to grind 
the fruit, 
removing 
the pulp and 
leaving the 
bean, which 
is then 
fermented, 
dried, 
roasted, and 
sold.

  grounds
for growth
                              by Jessica L. Bernthal

Find out how a coffee club

began opening doors

for unique global engagement

opportunities for students.
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Growers First Coffee Club is not a group for 
caffeine addicts imbibing espressos over intellectual conversation. And 
it’s not a clique for epicures in search of the world’s perfect roast. But it 
is the first of its kind on Wheaton’s campus. 

Named after a California coffee company that pioneered a revolu-
tionary model for sustainable development in Latin America, the club 
began last year, and has since become an avenue for a new kind of 
global engagement.

What began as a grassroots campus effort has evolved into 
something much more—a meaningful endeavor to provide students 
with experiential learning opportunities that aren’t geared toward 
traditional missions or even service, but rather toward academics and 
professional development; that is, the business of learning and the 
learning of business.

Today the Growers First Club is officially endorsed by Student 
Activities and is resourced by a donor fund that helped send 10 
students to Azabache, Honduras, in March 2012 to visit Growers First 
coffee farms. The goal? To help these students glean an even deeper 
understanding of everyone’s favorite morning pick-me-up—from 
social, economic, and cultural perspectives.

“American Christians can easily feel as if we know so much more 
than people in other parts of the world, as if we’re so much more 
developed,” explains Hillary Topazian ’13, who joined the Growers 
First Club this year. A former economics major now studying biology, 
Hillary says she was wowed by the sophistication of the rural Hondu-
ran coffee farms, as well as the interplay between issues of economic 
development, deforestation, the loss of biodiversity, and more. She was 
fascinated to learn how Growers First farmers have even adapted a 
system for harvesting shade-grown coffee to help with the preserva-
tion of rainforests.

But Growers First doesn’t simply partner with rural coffee farmers 
to produce quality coffee. It takes a holistic approach by empowering 
farmers to develop a sustainable business that provides for their families 
and communities. It also assists them with medical aid, micro-
lending, and organic certification. In fact, through a system called 
“traceable transformation,” consumers across the globe who purchase 
a bag of Growers First coffee can not only find out the name of the 
village where it was produced, but also the names of the farmers who 
harvested it.

It’s information that’s “incredibly important,” says Samantha Hinkle 
’12, who, as a HNGR intern, worked for social enterprises in Kenya, 
Burundi, and Uganda.

“As Americans who come from a place of privilege, we can be so 
disconnected from where many of our products come from and the 
systemic injustices involved with producing them,” she elaborates. And 
because the very nature of coffee requires it to be grown in equatorial 
regions at high altitudes, those who harvest it are often from poor, 
remote villages.

The Growers First model goes beyond 
fair trade, adds Curtis Witek ’12. By surveying farmers and tracking 
indicators of social, spiritual, and environmental well-being, Growers 
First is able to help farmers improve their own lives. “Once you  
equip individuals with the tools they need to become self-sufficient, 
they can become a source of help for others in need,” he explains.

Wheaton’s connection to Growers First began years ago, when Mark 
Metherell ’91 returned to his hometown of  Laguna Beach, California, 
after graduation and reconnected with Dave Day, a family friend and 
the organization’s founder. Mark and his wife Sarah then traveled to 
observe Growers First coffee farms in Oaxaca, Mexico, where they 

Rachel Topazian ’14 
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quickly fell in love with the people and the mission. Soon after, they 
became board members.

When Mark, a Navy Seal, was tragically killed in Iraq in 2008, his 
best friend and former Wheaton roommate, David Vanderveen ’91, 
took up the Growers First cause with an even greater zeal, and invited 
friend and classmate Shayne Klopfenstein Moore ’92, M.A. ’06 to join 
him on the organization’s board. Shayne, who lives just blocks from the 
College, had an even bigger vision—not only to spread the word about 
Growers First to current Wheaton students, but also to encourage them 
to get involved. 

Jeff Smith ’11 was one of the first to respond to their call to action, 
and in the winter of 2011, he and Yaphet Tedla ’13, Joe Weber ’11, and 
Jacob Carter ’14, began fundraising for the first Growers First Club trip 
to Honduras—ironically, by selling coffee at social events on campus.

“It’s been so rewarding to watch these students take this and run with 
it,” says Shayne, who hopes to continue helping Wheaton find creative 
ways to connect alumni to current students. 

To ensure that Wheaton students can continue to have these oppor-
tunities, Mark’s parents, Alex and Pam Metherell, recently joined with 
Dave and others to create the Mark Metherell Memorial Fund, designed 
to sponsor student-initiated global engagement trips like this one. 

“We want to support our students with the resources they need—
resources that will open doors for them to serve a world in need,” 
explains President Philip Ryken, who notes that global and experiential 
learning is a high priority for Wheaton.

“I’m very thankful for the Metherell Fund and those who sponsor 
it,” says Yaphet, the current president of the Growers First Club. An 
economics major, he hopes to pursue graduate studies in finance or 
public policy.

“My eyes have been opened to these things because of my experience 
at Growers First,” he acknowledges. “It’s been one of the most 
formative experiences I’ve had at Wheaton.”

Do you want to invest in the mission of the Growers First Club? 

Two generous donors have committed to matching all gifts, up 

to $150,000 total, made to the Growers First Partnership Fund 

in memory of Mark Metherell ’91. Your gift will support the club’s 

activities as well as student-initiated global learning trips. Call  

1-800-525-9906 to learn more about how you can help provide 

these unique opportunities at Wheaton.

Test your knowledge with four eye-opening  
insights from the Growers First Club.

Who tasted the first breW?
Coffee originated in Ethiopia—one of the reasons 
it is “near and dear” to Yaphet Tedla’s ’13 heart. 
Although his family currently lives in Minnesota, his 
parents hail from the East African nation. Yaphet is 
especially proud of how Ethiopians developed a 
commodity exchange to stabilize coffee prices, a 
concept he would love to see employed elsewhere.

hoW hot a commodity is it?
Coffee is the second most traded commodity on 
earth, after oil. The chance to observe the complex 
coffee industry firsthand is an economic major’s 
dream, says Yaphet. “During our trip, we got to see 
the other side of the supply chain—the effects of 
our demand on those who produce the supply.” 

What fruit does coffee 
resemble? 
Coffee actually comes from a fruit that looks like 
a cherry, and there are more than 50 species 
worldwide. The coffee bean is the seed that 
resides within the cherry, and is prepared  
for consumption through an elaborate process of 
picking, cleaning, and roasting—all of which the 
Growers First Club saw in Azabache.

What gives coffee its flavor?
During the roasting process, sugars, starches, 
and fats within the coffee bean are emulsified, 
caramelized, and released to create an oil that 
gives the beans their flavor and aroma. Samantha 
Hinkle ’12 can now readily appropriate this 
knowledge, since in addition to her knowledge on 
social enterprise and NGOs, she’s also a barista.

to hear more from students
about Growers First, look for their short 
documentary on YouTube, “Follow the Bean.”   
Or read more of their reflections at 
growersfirstwheaton.tumblr.com.

you   
 your

think
   know  beans?
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Wonder filled
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

               “The world is charged with the grandeur of God.” — Gerard Manley Hopkins. 

   Few have relished life’s landscapes as keenly as Anna O’Connor ’07, M.A. ’11, 

who tuned in early to the marvel of her own fast-fleeting days.
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y Star-strung nights and bracing breezes. 

The inside-out warmth of soup and laughter.   
Lingering conversations and all-absorbing 
stories. Anna O’Connor ’07, M.A. ’11 learned to 
appreciate life’s simplest pleasures.

“If you hunt for every detail of life like a 
child, you will find an awe that starts at the 
bottom, and fills your whole soul with a wonder 
that calms you and gives you an uncomplicated 
peace,” she once wrote in a letter.

Though Anna lived only 26 years, she realized 
she’d had “front row seats to a miracle.”

You see, when she was just barely 17, Anna 
was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer  
called neuroblastoma, which develops in nerve 
tissue. After spending her senior year of high 
school in the hospital undergoing treatment, she 
learned that the treatment hadn’t worked. Her 
cancer wasn’t responding.

Though her doctors anticipated that she 
wouldn’t live another year, Anna lived nine 
more. But the real miracle took place within, as 
she began to see “God’s clear purpose” for her 
life. When asked if she wanted to be healed, she 
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said, “Only if that’s what God wants. I wouldn’t want my life to be 
outside of His purpose and will for me.”

In her 2009 chapel address, Anna encouraged students not to  
worry so much about grades and what they might or might not 
accomplish in life. “My hope,” she said, “is that you will learn what  
it means to be fully alive to the presence of God.” 

In spite of her illness, and because of it, Anna established a nonprofit 
organization, hosted a music festival, completed her master’s degree in 
psychology, raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for cancer research, 
and counseled and comforted many. 

“She really did believe that she was blessed, in that she was 
surrounded by people who loved and supported her,” says Anna’s 
mom, Laura Goff O’Connor ’79, former adjunct professor of education  
at Wheaton. “Ultimately, I think she knew that she was right where 
God wanted her to be.”

Seventeen hundred people attended Anna’s celebration of life 
service, held in Edman Chapel on March 18, 2012.

at Home
“Courage is found in unlikely places.”

 –J. R. R. Tolkien

This rich, outwardly focused life—alive with hope in Christ—grew 
out of an active, and intentionally close-knit home life.

“We did things as a family that we might not have otherwise, 
because we had this sense that time was short,” says Anna’s dad,  
Dr. Robert O’Connor ’79, professor of philosophy at Wheaton.  
They carved out family vacations, and in the summer, made a habit  
of escaping to the beaches of Lake Michigan together every  
Sunday after church. 

After the first year of Anna’s illness, they also made a conscious 
decision to try to keep family life as normal as possible. “We wanted 
to be open, but not obsessed—we tried to make sure we weren’t 
talking about our sick child all the time, and were available for our 
other children,” says Laura. 

Tight with her brother Jamey ’13, and sisters Kate ’10 and Kelly, 
Anna later instituted her own version of family game night, which she 
dubbed “Sibling Sundays.” 

Anna’s sister, Kate O’Connor Cauhorn ’10, now a junior high 
teacher in Humboldt Park, says, “I’m pretty sure that if you were to 
walk in our door—which was always busy with school friends and 
my mom’s tutoring business—you would never realize it was a house 
where there was cancer.” 

Kate watched her sister make cancer a part of her identity—always 
remaining open about her disease and her witness—while at the  
same time doing “everything she could to continue living a life that 
wasn’t bound by her illness.”

a Calling
“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit 

of power, of love and self-discipline.” 

–2 Timothy 1:7 NIV

For Anna, living well—being “fully alive”—meant investing in 
others. Relationships took priority.

 “Anna caused me to re-standardize what I thought it meant 
to be a caring and generous person,” says her oncologist Dr. Sam 
Volchenboum. “She showed me that you don’t have to either be 
defined by your cancer or to completely deny it. Instead, you can 
see it as a calling that drives you to enrich the lives of everyone—
those close and far, sick and well, rich and poor, young and old.” 

Anna’s courage and sense of purpose inspired many, including 
her church’s youth pastor, Mitchel Lee M.A. ’09. Speaking at her 
memorial service, he said, “If you knew Anna, your life was  
entrusted to her.” 

He notes that even when she was sent home from the hospital  
on hospice care, Anna was still leading a small group of young 
women, including high school senior Alexxa Bessey. Alexxa says, 
“The thing that defined Anna was her relationship with Christ—
that and she was completely preoccupied with other people’s 
problems. She would call us during the week to ask how a math 
test went, and was continually asking, ‘How can I pray for you?’” 

When all traditional treatments failed, Anna was faced with a 
choice: simply enjoy her remaining days or seek out potentially 
painful experimental treatments. Anna chose the more difficult 
path—enrolling in more than ten clinical trials and spending 
the next nine years frequenting hospitals—despite the fact that 
her first experimental treatment was completely ineffective, and 
administered in an isolation room by a man wearing a “full-on 
Hazmat suit.”

Neuroblastoma is the most common cancer in infants, and less 
than 30 percent of children with advanced disease live more than 
five years, so Anna became not only a willing guinea pig, but also 
a voice for those too little to speak. 

“Anna always had a heart for kids, and then when she began  
seeing them suffer alongside her, she realized that she could speak  
on their behalf in a way that they couldn’t,” explains Laura.  
She befriended little ones in hospital beds near hers, and beginning 
in her freshman year of college, she traveled and spoke more than 
ten times per year at everything from Bible studies to national  
cancer events, raising awareness that less than one percent of federal 
funding for cancer research currently goes toward neuroblastoma, 
even though every 16 hours a child dies of this disease, according 
to the Children’s Neuroblastoma Cancer Foundation.

Her testimony moved many, and Anna embraced the  

opportunities that arose through new friends—to take cruises, 
tour European destinations, and meet professional athletes  
and celebrities. “She lived large—and gave glory to God wherever 
she went,” says Laura.

Passionate about raising funds specifically for research to find 
a cure for neuroblastoma, Anna started her own foundation, 
with encouragement from friends. Anna’s Hope continues, and 
has so far raised more than $40,000, including $28,000 from 
“Annapalooza,” a musical festival/fundraiser that Anna also 
organized with the help of friends. 

at Wheaton
“If I can ease one life the aching, 

Or cool one pain . . .

I shall not live in vain.”

—Emily Dickinson

Even as she became well known in cancer circles, Anna enrolled 
again at Wheaton where she completed her master’s in psychology 
in two years.

Though facing death herself, Anna visited funeral homes and 
hospitals of friends who were sick and dying, and through the 
years counseled many online through her webpage. She began her 
master’s degree with the hopes of gaining additional counseling 
skills, and wound up leaving indelible impressions.

Ryan Hovis M.A. ’11, a fellow teaching assistant, says, “There 
was so much that Anna taught me, but there is one thing that 
really resonated with me.  In embracing our own mortality . . . 
every breath contains a chance to see the glory of our Father all 
around us.”

Before his brother deployed to Afghanistan with the Marines 
in June, Ryan says, “I had the chance to talk to him and tell him 
things I am not sure I would have expressed if it wasn’t for Anna's 
example of embracing each moment. I have her to thank for 
setting the standard of not letting chances pass me by.”

Anna influenced not only her peers, but also many in the 
counseling profession, thanks to her drive and determination to 
lead a conference presentation on death and dying. 

“She taught us about living and suffering well in Christ, about  
what people need from counselors and clinicians, about the 
courage to speak about unspeakable things,” says Dr. Terri Watson, 
associate professor of psychology. 

Full of life, faith, and courage, Anna served as Dr. Watson’s 
teaching assistant during her final years, and her impact on  
the department continues. Says Dr. Watson, “We will never be  
the same.” 
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Top: Anna receives her master’s diploma while in the hospital. (l to r) Dr. Richard 
Butman ’73, professor of psychology; Margaret Venckus, clinical training office 
coordinator; and Dr. Michael Mangis ’84, professor of psychology. Above: Anna 
celebrates the completion of her master’s coursework at Wheaton in May 2011 with her 
family. (l to r) Dr. Robert O’Connor ’79, professor of philosophy; Laura O’Connor ’79, 
former adjunct professor of education; Kate O’Connor Cauhorn ’10, Anna, Kelly, and 
Jamey ’13. Below: Christmas Eve 2005: Anna’s Make-a-Wish trip to visit Lord of the 
Rings film locations took the family to Mt. Cook, New Zealand.

opportunities that arose through new friends—to take cruises,
tour European destinations, and meet professional athletes  
and celebrities. “She lived large—and gave glory to God wherever 
she went,” says Laura.

Passionate about raising funds specifically for research to find 
a cure for neuroblastoma, Anna started her own foundation, 
with encouragement from friends. Anna’s Hope continues, and 
has so far raised more than $40,000, including $28,000 from 
“Annapalooza,” a musical festival/fundraiser that Anna also 
organized with the help of friends. 

at Wheaton
“If I can ease one life the aching,

Or cool one pain . . .

I shall not live in vain.”

—Emily Dickinson

Even as she became well known in cancer circles, Anna enrolled
again at Wheaton where she completed her master’s in psychology 
in two years.

Though facing death herself, Anna visited funeral homes and 
hospitals of friends who were sick and dying, and through the 
years counseled many online through her webpage. She began her 
master’s degree with the hopes of gaining additional counseling 
skills, and wound up leaving indelible impressions.

Ryan Hovis M.A. ’11, a fellow teaching assistant, says, “There 
was so much that Anna taught me, but there is one thing that 
really resonated with me.  In embracing our own mortality . . . 
every breath contains a chance to see the glory of our Father all 
around us.”

Before his brother deployed to Afghanistan with the Marines 
in June, Ryan says, “I had the chance to talk to him and tell him 
things I am not sure I would have expressed if it wasn’t for Anna's 
example of embracing each moment. I have her to thank for 
setting the standard of not letting chances pass me by.”

Anna influenced not only her peers, but also many in the 
counseling profession, thanks to her drive and determination to 
lead a conference presentation on death and dying. 

“She taught us about living and suffering well in Christ, about  
what people need from counselors and clinicians, about the 
courage to speak about unspeakable things,” says Dr. Terri Watson, 
associate professor of psychology. 

Full of life, faith, and courage, Anna served as Dr. Watson’s 
teaching assistant during her final years, and her impact on  
the department continues. Says Dr. Watson, “We will never be  
the same.” 
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      Valiant 
Healer
by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

For greatly advancing  
the fight against breast cancer,  
Dr. William C. Wood ’62  
received the 2012 Distinguished  
Service to Society Award  
from the Alumni Association.

 

Last February when I first telephoned Dr. William C. Wood
’62, I began our conversation, as best I could, by saying thank you.

I said how glad I was that Bill is the recipient of the Alumni 
Association’s 2012 Distinguished Service to Society Award, how 
privileged I was to be involved in honoring his work. My mother 
died of breast cancer, I said. Like many women, I’ve carried concern 
that I might face the disease. Thank you for your commitment to 
medical advocacy, your compassionate service in the field of surgical 
oncology. I also wanted to say something along these lines: Thank 
you for extending hope and possibility to cancer survivors and their 
families. Thank you, as your colleague, medical oncologist  
Dr. Kathy Albain ’74 has said, for providing a service to society that 
is “broad and deep, with long-lasting impact worldwide.”

But before I could fully articulate my thoughts, Bill, with the 
quiet resonance of one practiced at being fully present for others, 
said, “I’m sorry.”  

For my loss, he meant.
In that moment, I experienced the compassion that has anchored 

and distinguished Bill as a surgeon, academic, and researcher. 
Recognized for his contributions to cancer therapy, and for his 
influence on the design and interpretation of national clinical  
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      Valiant 
Healer
by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

cancer trials, which have greatly advanced the fight against breast 
cancer, Bill is also known for his gentle, prayerful presence.  
As his longtime friend Dr. John Huffman ’62, who served for 
31 years as senior pastor at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in 
California, puts it:  “Bill’s ministry is truly holistic.” John first met 
Bill at Wheaton Academy, and the two remained fast friends over 
the years, so much so that Bill was one of the first whom John called 
when his own daughter was diagnosed with cancer. 

Throughout his daughter’s 18-month losing battle with Hodgkin’s 
disease, John says, “Bill was not just a friend and medical advisor,  
but also a pastoral presence for my family and me.” And he notes that 
over the years, Bill has provided the same care for many others.  

Bill was born in 1940 in a small Illinois town. His father  
was a minister; his mother,  a partner in pastoral ministry. 
The couple lived what Bill calls a “transparent life,” nurturing in 
their four children an understanding of God’s Word and loving 
presence, and a desire to live informed lives of service. 

After attending Wheaton Academy, Bill entered Wheaton  
College in 1958, majoring in chemistry. During his senior year,  
Bill met Judy Lindsell ’65. The two fell in love, even as Bill 
graduated and headed for Harvard Medical School. Judy completed 
her Wheaton studies in three years, and in 1964 the couple  
married. They began their life together—which Bill has called an 
“absolute and true partnership”—as he began his residency. 

Upon graduating from Harvard in 1966, Bill was selected to 
train in surgery at the Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH). His 
surgical training included a two-year clinical and research fellowship  
at the surgery branch of the National Cancer Institute. After his 
oncology fellowship, Bill was then selected to be chief resident at 
MGH. He joined the faculty there in 1975, became the clinical 
director of the MGH Cancer Center and chief of surgical oncology, 
and taught surgery at Harvard Medical School as an associate 
professor. 

In 1991, after 28 years at Harvard, Bill accepted a new 
appointment as the Joseph Brown Whitehead Professor and 
Chairman of the Department of Surgery at Emory University  
School of Medicine. There he promoted a new standard of  
excellence in clinical care, education, and research.

“There are three procedures that I learned to do in my surgical 
oncology fellowship that seemed profoundly wrong to me,” he 
says, naming radical mastectomy among them. “I was convinced 
there must be a better way,” he notes. Over 30 years, with the 
help of colleagues, he says, “We have had the privilege of virtually 

eliminating all three of these procedures as the standard of care.” 
During his tenure at Harvard and Emory universities, Bill wrote 

more than 270 full-length scientific articles, more than 35 book 
chapters, and edited or co-edited seven books, including the  
three-volume Oxford Textbook of Surgery, 2nd Edition. Since 1999, 
he has served as editor-in-chief of Oncology, the nation’s most 
widely read cancer review journal. In 2000, his lead article in the 
New England Journal of Medicine was selected by a jury as reporting 
one of the ten most significant clinical trials in breast cancer in the 
last century. In Dr. Albain’s words: “Bill has applied his God-given 
skills of leadership and consensus-building to develop and guide an 
international network of breast cancer experts to more successfully 
move the field forward.”

Bill’s many honors and awards include the 2007 Statesman  
Award of the American Society of Clinical Oncology, and honorary 
fellowships from the Royal College of Surgeons in England, 
and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow, 
Scotland. A long-standing member of the board of trustees of 
the Christian Medical and Dental Associations, Bill has also 
served for 36 years on the board of trustees of Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary.

Having retired from chairing Emory’s Department of Surgery 

in 2009, Bill has turned his attention to meeting medical needs 
in developing countries, most specifically in Africa, where he says 
most women with breast cancer cannot afford the 25 cents a  
day for Tamoxifen, today’s most common drug treatment for breast 
cancer worldwide. In fact, he notes, Africa accounts for only one 
percent of the dollars spent on healthcare worldwide. “Working to 
develop affordable healthcare—and encouraging society to provide 
this care—is a major challenge.” 

As he begins to envision and plan for sustainable cancer care 
around the globe, Bill also cherishes studying and teaching God’s 
Word, and time spent with Judy, his three children (Kris,  
Lindsay, and Billy) and his grandchildren—his family, whom he 
considers his greatest ministry and blessing.

“In that moment, I experienced 

the compassion that has  

anchored and distinguished  

Bill as a surgeon, academic,  

and researcher.”

—Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

 W H E A T O N     27

89306_14-33.indd   27 8/22/12   7:15 PM



Such are the words of survivors of political torture 
after they created quilts from their self-portraits, some of which are shown 
on these pages. These survivors are just a few of the many helped each year 
by Chicago’s Heartland Alliance Marjorie Kovler Center.

It’s not every day that photography is used to empower and promote 
healing, but in the fall of 2010, Greg Halvorsen Schreck, associate 
professor of photography in the Wheaton College art department, and his 
documentary photography students entered into an extended, collaborative 
project with the Marjorie Kovler Center, a nonprofit program that draws 
on community resources to help individuals recovering from the complex 
consequences of politically sponsored torture. 

Established in 1987 and among 35 organizations in the United States 
committed to this distinct mission, the Kovler Center has worked with 
more than 1,700 survivors of torture from 74 countries in Africa, Latin 
America, the Middle East, Asia, and Eastern Europe, providing medical, 
mental health, and social services to empower survivors to regain 
independence and restore personal integrity. Today, the Kovler Center 
annually serves approximately 350 individuals from 60 countries, trains 
and educates locally and globally, and advocates for the end of torture 
worldwide. 

For years, Greg and his longtime friend, Kovler Center’s senior direc-
tor, Mary Lynn Everson, MS, LCPC, along with Wheaton’s documentary 

Through  
a Healing Lens: 
The Marjorie 
Kovler Center 
Quilts

Created by survivors of torture, 
their advocates, and Wheaton 
College documentary photography 
students, these quilts were 
recently shown at Chicago’s 
Schneider Gallery of contemporary 
photography.

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

“I realized I could have a life here. 
I could start again. I felt like I was 

a model, that I was beautiful.” 

“After what 
[the torturers] 
did to my 
body, I never 
knew I could 
feel this way 
again.”

“You 
made me 
beautiful. 
. . . I am 
beautiful!”

“I felt immortal.”
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Such are the words of survivors of political torture 
after they created quilts from their self-portraits, some of which are shown 
on these pages. These survivors are just a few of the many helped each year 
by Chicago’s Heartland Alliance Marjorie Kovler Center.

It’s not every day that photography is used to empower and promote 
healing, but in the fall of 2010, Greg Halvorsen Schreck, associate 
professor of photography in the Wheaton College art department, and his 
documentary photography students entered into an extended, collaborative 
project with the Marjorie Kovler Center, a nonprofit program that draws 
on community resources to help individuals recovering from the complex 
consequences of politically sponsored torture. 

Established in 1987 and among 35 organizations in the United States 
committed to this distinct mission, the Kovler Center has worked with 
more than 1,700 survivors of torture from 74 countries in Africa, Latin 
America, the Middle East, Asia, and Eastern Europe, providing medical, 
mental health, and social services to empower survivors to regain 
independence and restore personal integrity. Today, the Kovler Center 
annually serves approximately 350 individuals from 60 countries, trains 
and educates locally and globally, and advocates for the end of torture 
worldwide. 

For years, Greg and his longtime friend, Kovler Center’s senior direc-
tor, Mary Lynn Everson, MS, LCPC, along with Wheaton’s documentary 

photography classes, had explored ways in which photographic collabora-
tion might work to benefit the Center’s survivors, and at the same time, 
allow Wheaton students to experience an alternative documentary practice 
that was both compassionate and inventive. 

The challenges proved complex. On a very basic level, it was imperative 
that the survivors not be identified; great precautions had to be taken or 
their lives might be endangered. In addition, traditional documentary 
approaches too often translate as objectified images of victimization; 
posed subjects are controlled subjects, which could be experienced by 
the survivors as a reenactment of trauma. As Mary Lynn made clear, 
the Kovler Center exists to rehabilitate its clients, not to make exciting 
or beautiful images of them. The only option for Greg, the Wheaton 
students, and those affiliated with the Center was to find an alternative 
means of visualization—one that might facilitate empowerment and 
healing, and yet maintain safety for all involved. 

After exploring and practicing different documentary methods in the 
classroom, Greg and the Wheaton students moved the project onsite to the 
Kovler Center. There, Greg, the students, the survivors, and their advocates 
established a simple studio that consisted of a computer monitor next to a 
camera. As Greg describes: “This allowed each individual to see his or her 
image on the screen as it was made. Most importantly, we gave each person 
a remote control to create his or her own self-portraits. The Kovler Center 

staff participated as well. We wanted the survivors to see themselves in 
community—in solidarity with case workers and other service providers.” 

When the survivors were satisfied with their images, they were invited 
to choose their two favorite photographs. The students cropped these into 
squares, then suggested design solutions for how the two photographs 
would interact with each other as complementary elements. They printed 
the photographs onsite, then cut the photographs into strips and wove 
them back together. Greg says, “The editing and weaving process allowed 
the participants another way to control exactly how they would appear.” 

Finally, the woven squares were stitched into a quilt. Students were 
responsible for the entire process—most particularly, they were responsible 
for integrating the survivors’ input and ideas. “The production room was 
festive and energetic,” Greg says, “with students, survivors, and Kovler 
Center staff working together in various combinations. The quilt was then 
reinforced and finished at Wheaton College.”

The finished quilts have proven to be uplifting, empowering, and 
transformative, beyond what any of the collaborators could have imagined. 
Though the plan is to display the quilts in the Kovler Center’s reception 
area, they most recently were shown at the Chicago-based Schneider 
Gallery of contemporary photography. Looking to the future, Greg and 
his documentary photography students hope to collaborate with survivors 
and their advocates in the 2012-2013 academic year.

“[The torturers] did the worst things to me, the worst. I have scars all 
over from where they hurt me. I thought I didn’t have a body 
anymore. . . . At first I was afraid to pose. I brought my therapist 
with me, and then I felt okay. I made some pictures, and I started 
feeling happy. I could do it by myself, without the therapist anymore.” 

More Than You 
Might Think
The National 

Consortium of 

Torture Treatment 

Programs (NCTTP) 

reports on their 

website that an 

estimated 5 to 35 

percent of refugees 

coming to the United 

States each year show 

signs of torture, and 

that those numbers 

do not include people 

seeking asylum. The 

Office of Refugee 

Resettlement reported 

2,511,061 refugees 

entered the U.S. from 

1975-2005. 
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hooah!*
*The U.S. Army’s expression of enthusiasm.
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Drawing from a rich College history of men and women  

who have sacrificed for the abolition of slavery, the protection of the 

innocent, and the pursuit of peace across numerous borders,  

Wheaton College Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) graduates have 

stood—marked by both compassion and valor. Their feet have  

carried them through NASA command centers, courtrooms, safe houses, 

hospitals, and shelled-out villages half a world away. 

Wheaton’s Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC)

commemorates 60 years of preparing leaders 

who stand strong in service to God and country. 

by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06
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Looking back at the 60-year history of the ROTC program, 
Professor of Military Science LTC Colin Wooten ’95 remarks, “God 
has used Wheaton graduates in the armed forces since the College’s 
founding.” But he adds, “Sustained excellence does not just happen; 
we are stewards of the gifts received from our predecessors.”  

Shortly after Wheaton College’s founding in 1860, the Civil War 
was tearing through fields and up the front steps of homes and 
institutions across this young country. Charles Blanchard 1870, the 
College’s second president, then carried Wheaton through the turn  
of the century and the terror of World War I. During the Great  
War, the College experienced the beginnings of organized military 

Drawing from a rich College history of men and women  

who have sacrificed for the abolition of slavery, the protection of the 

innocent, and the pursuit of peace across numerous borders,  

Wheaton College Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) graduates have 

stood—marked by both compassion and valor. Their feet have  

carried them through NASA command centers, courtrooms, safe houses, 

hospitals, and shelled-out villages half a world away. 

training on campus in addition to the regular liberal arts education. 
The College’s first two presidents were followed in 1926 by a young 
World War I veteran named James Oliver Buswell, Jr., and then by 
President V. Raymond Edman in 1940, also a veteran of World War I.

What followed was, perhaps, the most unifying period in this 
nation’s history. “Everyone with a conscious memory of World  
War II has a kind of patriotism that those born afterward do not fully 
understand,” explains veteran Jack Robinson ’58, M.A. ’63. 

Jack recalls President Edman’s custom, as the U.S. involvement  
in the war began, of walking with students to the railway station when 
they left in droves for Fort Lewis, Washington, before taking their 
assignments on the shores of northern France and the islands of the 
South Pacific. Thirty-nine Wheaton students lost their lives fighting 
in World War II and more than 1,600 served on active duty. At  
the close of the war, Dr. Edman prepared the College to receive a 
surge of veterans.

When the current Army ROTC program began in 1952 
at the recommendation of the Board of Trustees, it was required of 
all male students in their freshmen and sophomore years. Dr. Edman 
justified the beginning of the program when he wrote to alumni: 
“Christian young men should have the opportunity for officer training 
at a Christian college and, when needed, should serve their country 
as leaders rather than enlisted men. There is a call today for a Joshua, 
a Gideon, a David, as well as for an Elijah and a Paul. ROTC at 
Wheaton is the answer.”

“ROTC was never just about patriotism for Dr. Edman,” Jack says. 
“It was also about living a life that was pleasing to God. The moral 
and spiritual values for which Wheaton stands were not omitted in the 
ROTC program then, and I suspect that they persist today.”

CPT Matthew Hills ’05 confirms this assumption: “I don’t think 
there’s another program in the nation that is as intensely focused on 
developing leaders.” Matthew has spent 33 recent months in Iraq, all of 
them spent on the front lines in the direct line of combat. “All ROTC 
programs teach skills and technical information, but Wheaton focuses 
on developing character long-term. We had Christian examples of 
leadership in front of us every single day.” 

In its early days—as now—Jack also recalls that the ROTC program 
taught discipline (one aspect being a strict physical fitness regimen 
that this 75-year-old continues to this day). It was never about blindly 
following rules, he explains, but rather taking care of themselves,  
each other, and all that was entrusted to them. 

The continuous tension between military activity 
and its unique context within Wheaton College’s evangelical setting 
has coexisted since the program’s very roots. However, questions 
regarding ethics and theories of just war did not vocally emerge on 
campus until the late sixties in reaction to the violence of the Vietnam 
War. By that time, the College was under the leadership of  
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Dr. Hudson Armerding ’41, a World War II veteran officer of the U.S.
Navy. While alumni remember some significant protests to the war, 
and the College’s persistence in maintaining a required ROTC 
program on campus, Wheaton was spared from much of the unrest 
and violence on other quads across the nation.

Born in Korea as the Korean War broke out, Jim DeCamp ’71 
remembers a childhood marked by servicemen around the table every 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. His parents were missionaries  
in Seoul and the family fled to Tokyo during the height of the 
conflict, but were the first expatriates to return as a family in 1954.  
“I grew up admiring and loving soldiers,” Jim says, “and grew to  
love my country.”

Jim recalls his time on campus during the Vietnam War as a trying 
time. “There was unrest, upheaval, divisiveness, but no violence,”  
he says. “But I have the highest marks for Dr. Armerding and his 
great, godly leadership.” After nine years in the infantry, Jim took a 
break in service to attend seminary and became an Army chaplain  
for the rest of his career. 

“It’s deep, deep ministry,” Jim says. He recalls the weeks before he 
was mobilized and deployed in 1990 for Operation Desert Storm.  
“I hope I never have to say goodbye like that again. Family-wise, 
it was agony; but ministry-wise, it was incredibly fulfilling. As 
Christians, we bring our faith into everything that we do. Wheaton 
just helped me grow those roots deeper and develop my faith to  
meet the unique challenges and trying times.” 

In 1975, following government pressure to equalize opportunity
for men and women with the passage of Title IX, the ROTC program 

became completely voluntary. That same year, women joined the 
program and in 1979, Jody Hansen Bradshaw ’79 became one of the 
first women to complete Wheaton ROTC and be commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant and Distinguished Military Graduate. After serving 
in the military for 23 years with her husband BG Donald Bradshaw ’77,  
COL Bradshaw retired in 2002, having used her ROTC training to 
equip and develop many more leaders over the years. She still applies 
what she’s learned today in her work as a stay-at-home mom. “I thank 
God that I just happened to live during that time when opportunities 
began opening up for women,” she says.  

The next decades were marked by the Cold War and the Soviet 
threat, and during this time Jarrett Arp ’88 continued from Wheaton’s 
ROTC program into law school and then entered service as a Judge 
Advocate General’s Corps (Army Lawyer) with the 101st Airborne 
Division at Fort Campbell. “Wheaton College, with its unapologetic, 
deep commitment to Christian faith, its liberal arts curriculum, and 
special sense of community, infuses ROTC with some things that 
make the ROTC experience here unusual,” he says. 

Likewise, MAJ Jason Buursma ’00 looks back on his 12-year career 
in the Army so far and sees a path carved from the foundation laid 
by great Christian role models in leadership during his training. 
“I haven’t had too many leaders like them since,” he says. “I will 
never forget the spirit of success in the classes at Wheaton. We grew 
together as leaders. And having faith-integrated training affects the 
core of who I am.” 

Jason recently returned from his second tour to Iraq, having advised 
a 700-man Iraqi Army Battalion on his first tour, and two Iraqi Army 
general officers in Baghdad on his second deployment. “When you 
work as an advisor to a foreign military, you have to present yourself 
humbly and build trust through demonstrating care and competence. 
Wheaton ROTC emphasizes humility and leadership by example  
and that translates perfectly in this kind of work.” 

Like others, Jarrett speaks with admiration about today’s
Rolling Thunder Battalion cadets. “At Wheaton, students rightly think 
of themselves as preparing for the future. Preparation for service ‘For 
Christ and His Kingdom’—it’s in the water around here. Whether with 
respect to a future in ministry, the professions, business or otherwise, 
students are preparing—and for four years one wonders what the future 
holds for them. How will they serve God? Will sacrifice be required? 
Will they make a difference?” 

Jarrett goes on to emphasize, “For Wheaton ROTC cadets in the 
current era, we already have our answer. We know they will leave 
Wheaton to become combat arms and service support leaders who lead 
soldiers into harm’s way in inhospitable places that are far from home 
and certainly very far from Wheaton.”

With every turn, the exceptionally prepared service men and women 
challenge themselves and those they serve alongside to be the best 
and do the best that they can, with selflessness, courage, and integrity.

The 10 commissionees from the Wheaton College class of 2012. More than 
1,300 Second Lieutenants have been commissioned through Wheaton ROTC in 
the last 60 years.

32    A U T U M N   2 0 1 2

89306_14-33.indd  32 8/14/12  4:26 PM

creo




WHEATONalUH

ALUMNI RELATIONS

Vice President for Advancement
and Alumni Relations
Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch '82

wheaton college alumni association

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

President
Christopher A. Jahns '82

President-Elect
Kurt D. Tillman 78

Past President
Timothy A. Stoner'82

Executive Director
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch '82

Professor Emeritus
LeRoy H. Pfund '49

Alumni Trustee Representatives
Christopher A. Jahns '82
Kurt Tillman 78
Timothy A. Stoner '82

Board of Directors Serving
through 2012
John Allison '63
Lori Bachman 78
Priscilla Mixter Gault '66
Mary Ashley Miller'69
Jeannie Wang '97

Board of Directors Serving
through 2013
T. Ryan Buchanan '11

Board of Directors Serving
through 2014
Marcus Boatwright '87
Meagan Stuart Gillan 75
Erin Hoekstra '04
Christopher Yuan M.A. '07

Board of Directors Serving
through 2015
John Biedebach '89
Julie Bullock '04
Paul Klobucher '96
Kirstin Skytte Lindquist '87
Tiffany Staples '06

Each year the Alumni Association's Board of Directors awards financial and nonfinancial
grants and awards to faculty students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow from
the annual Wheaton Alumni Fund, which also supports every faculty member's salary and
every student's academic program.
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Follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ
No travel destination will inspire you more than the 

country of Israel. Imagine sailing across the Sea of Galilee, 

renewing baptismal vows near the Jordan River, and 

kneeling in the Garden of Gethsemane. This tour will 

forever change the way you read the Bible. We expect it 

to fill up quickly, so make your reservations soon.

972-418-6103; footstepministries.org

Israel June 2-12, 2013

WHEATON alumni

Isr
ae

l T
ou

r

SO
LD O

UT!

Romans & the Renaissance
On this popular tour, you will discover the beauty of

the Tuscan countryside, explore the magnificent 

monuments of ancient Rome, examine the lives of Peter 

and Paul by studying the Book of Romans, and be 

inspired by the art of the Renaissance. 

Contact our travel partner, Footstep Ministries to 
preregister,  at 972-418-6103; footstepministries.org Sa
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Italy October 14-25, 2013

Thousands of students and campers have developed lifelong memories and 

friendships over the past 60 years at HoneyRock, Wheaton’s Northwoods 

campus in Three Lakes, Wisconsin. HoneyRock offers programs for youth, 

churches, schools, and college students but unfortunately has lacked a 

large indoor space for chapel services and other gatherings.

Earlier this year construction began to renovate the original Dyrness 

Chapel. Two courtyards constructed of multi-sized paving stones will be 

installed in front of the chapel’s main entrances. HoneyRock campers and 

students, past and present, are invited to purchase a paving stone, which 

can be engraved with their names, plus a HoneyRock memory (such as an 

important life decision that was made) and the year. The revenue from these 

“stones of remembrance” will fund the completion of the chapel’s interior, 

including audio-visual equipment. 

Commemorate your cherished HoneyRock moments and friendships while 

contributing to this important project by contacting Rob Ribbe at  

715-479-7474 or rob.ribbe@wheaton.edu, or visit wheaton.edu/HoneyRock

Paving the way for a new  
HoneyRock chapel

Israel June 2-12, 2013
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It’s Never Too 
Late to Say 
Thank You

If you could visit with your 
favorite Wheaton professor 
right now, what would 
you say? Fifty years after 

graduation, the class of 

1962 let many of their 

favorite profs and coaches 

know how grateful they 

were by sending them 

oversized thank-you cards, 

personally signed by 

classmates during Alumni 

Weekend. 

Can You Hear the Bells  
Ringing?

One ’82er and her husband  
discovered there is no  
age limit on proclaiming  
your marriage through  
the chimes of the Blanchard  
bell. They were personally  
met by a Wheaton College  
Public Safety officer  
and given access to the Tower  
bell the last night of their  
30th reunion.

You Never Know 
Whom You’ll Meet

What do Lawrence Welk, Elvis  
Presley, and Queen Juliana of the 
Netherlands have in common? 

Why, Wheaton College, of course! 

William Cole ’47, Reginald Gerig ’42,  

and Mae Hiemenga Westra ’42  

discovered this at the Heritage 

Reunion, celebrating their 65th and 

70th reunions. 

Reg Gerig, professor emeritus  

of music from 1952-1987,  

taught piano to Bob Ralston ’60,  

who went on to become the pianist/

organist on the Lawrence Welk  

TV Show. William (Bill) Cole was part 

of The Mellow Men from 1961-1970  

and sang backup for Elvis Presley, 

plus other entertainers such as  

Nat King Cole. Last but not least,  

Mae Westra played the violin for 

Queen Juliana of the Netherlands. 

Going the Distance

What’s the farthest you would travel 
for your class reunion? 

Dr. Mary Frances Graham ’47 came 

all the way from Blackburn, Australia, 

for her 65th reunion. Dr. Graham 

made the most of her time—she 

attended her special reunion  

dinner, went on a tour of campus, 

stopped by the Distinguished  

Service to Society Award reception, 

and joined alumni to hear  

President Ryken at the all-alumni 

spring luncheon.

ww

     35

Contact our travel partner, Footstep Ministries to 
preregister,  at 972-418-6103; footstepministries.org Sa

v
e 

th
e 

D
at

e!
!! Sa

ve
 th

e 
D

at
e!

!!

Paving the way for a new  
HoneyRock chapel

Seen and Heard at Alumni Weekend May 4-5 2012

Save the 
Date for
Alumni 
Weekend
May 10-11 
2013
Classes of 
1938 
1943 
1948
1953 
1958
1963 
1968
1973 
1978
1983

Bill Cole ’47
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“This opportunity only comes 
along once in a great while.”

“It was a mountaintop 
experience for me"

 “So, can we do this 
again next year?”

89306_34-55.indd  36 8/21/12  12:54 PM

creo




alumni   weekend may 4-5 

1. Shirley Iha, Charles Taba ’62. 2.  

Alumni reunite at their 45th reunion. 

(standing) Marv Johnson ’67, Terry 

Perciante ’67, Lorelei Chiarelott 

Apel ’67; (seated) Kathi Nelson 

Johnson ’67, Valerie Zandi Stutz 

’73, Phil Stutz ’67, Ginny Thompson 

Perciante ’66. 3. (l to r): Jane 

McKinnes Robb ’62, Martha Kons 

Young ’62, Suzanne Beerthuis  

4. Alumni from the class of 1962, 

celebrating their 50th reunion, 

enjoy catching up. 5. Don “Bubba” 

Church ’57 is warmly greeted by 

Virginia “Ginnie” Erickson Heck ’52 

while Betty Danenhour Lockhart 

McCully ’53 looks on. 6. President 

Ryken ’88 shares the joys and 

challenges of the past year. 7. Dr. 

William C. Wood ’62, recipient of 

the 2012 Alumnus of the Year for 

Distinguished Service to Society 

award, with the Wheaton College 

Alumni Association President, Chris 

Jahns ’82. 8. Rev. W. Carlton 

Younge ’47 and Lora Younge 9. 

Classmates from 1982 visit in The 

Stupe

8

9
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2
0

12

“...it felt so much like 
coming home!”
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Blanchard Heirlooms
by Alanna Foxwell-Barajas ’06 
 

Rock-a-bye Charlie
The Jonathan Blanchard household on South President Street was said 
by Professor Darien Straw 1881, M.S. 1884, LITT.D. 1895, to be “almost 
like a hotel—with so many relatives and students.” 

It was here in this house that Wheaton’s founder Jonathan Blanchard 
and his wife Mary (Bent) taught their 12 children (not all of whom survived 
into adulthood) the principles of anti-slavery, temperance, and anti-secret 
societies. It was here that they sang, read the Bible, and prayed with little 
Charles, Julia, and the other children. The legacy of Jonathan and Mary 
would endure for generations. Charles would one day succeed his father 
as Wheaton’s second president, and Julia would become the wife of 
Professor Herman Fischer, Sr.

The cradle in which Mary Blanchard placed her infant son Charles in 1848 
was recently donated to the College by Ray ’54 and Lillian Weaver Smith, 
a great-great-granddaughter of Jonathan by way of her late father Charles 
Blanchard Weaver ’24, vice-chairman of the Wheaton Board of Trustees. Her 
mother, Lillian Norris Weaver ’24, rescued the rustic, handmade cradle from 
the Charles Blanchard house (on Howard St.) before it was leveled in 1961.

Julie Olander Hutcheson (also Jonathan and Mary’s great-great-
granddaughter) donated an antique doll in 1930s costume that belonged 
to her mother, Rachel Weaver Olander ’31, Charles and Mary Milligan 
Blanchard’s eldest child. 

Mary, How 
Does Your 

Garden 
Grow?
When President 
Edman spoke 
of the pink 
roses that once 
bloomed in front 
of Blanchard 
Hall, he referred 
to the “heritage of 
roses.” Why was 

one small cluster 
of rose bushes so 

remarkable?
 In 1845, Jonathan 

Blanchard and his wife,  
 Mary, moved from Cincinnati 
to Galesburg, Illinois, to preside over Knox College.  
But one item that always traveled with them was a cutting 
from Mary’s rose garden in Ohio. She transplanted her 
roses in Galesburg and then again in Wheaton when they 
moved to help found the College in 1860.

For decades, the bushes bloomed annually in front of 
their home on South President Street. In 1963, they were 
moved to Blanchard Hall, near the east door. College 
archivist Ruth James Cording ’33 traced the legacy of the 
roses during her long tenure at Wheaton. 

When Blanchard Hall was remodeled in 1984, Ruth 
alerted the campus gardener that the newly budding 
bushes lay in the direct path of the equipment and building 
materials. They were carefully moved to the front gardens 
of Westgate, the former home of presidents Buswell, 
Edman, and Armerding, and current offices of the alumni 
relations department. Ruth’s love of the College’s history 
and appreciation for even the smallest corners of the 
campus saved the “heritage of roses” for many more 
generations. 

Each year, around May, the pink blossoms visit 
once again, a living legacy of a woman of faith and 
determination, Wheaton’s first First Lady, Mary 
Blanchard.
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Three generations of Blanchard descendants including (from left) Lillian Smith; Heidi Smith 
Truty ’82; and Hillary Truty ’12 met with Head of Archives and Special Collections David 
Malone M.A. ’92 to donate Blanchard artifacts to the College.
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For privacy reasons, this online edition of 
Wheaton magazine does not contain 

the Class News section.

Subsequently, this page is left blank due to the 
revised layout.



profile

like the rugged redwood
by Michael Murray

For 41 years, this 
alumnus has 
planted seeds of life 
at Stanford.

It’s not hard to believe
that Stanford University’s campus is 

home to 43,000 trees. The difficulty 

is imagining that someone bothered to 

count. But then again, trees matter at 

Stanford. The university’s seal even fea-

tures a rugged redwood.

Jim Stump ’66 might object to being 

compared to a tree, but let’s consider the 

facts. For 41 years, he has been a fixture 

on the Stanford landscape: growing deep 

roots with the passage of time, offering 

cover to those who need it, and serving 

as a symbol of life for all to see. 

Jim can show you the precise location 

on campus where he realized in 1970 

that God was planting him in Northern 

California. “I remember exactly where I 

was,” he says. “I remember arriving on 

campus, stepping out of my car, raising 

my arms, and thinking I am home. This is 
where God wants me.”

And he has never left.

Jim arrived at Stanford as the director of 

Athletes in Action (AIA), the sports min-

istry of Campus Crusade for Christ. The 

previous year, he had been asked to lead 

an AIA football conference in Southern 

California. In attendance were two play-

ers from Stanford, Jeff Siemon and Den-

nis Sheehan.

“They had come to faith the prior year, 

but no one had followed up with them,” 

Jim says. “Jeff and Dennis said many of 

their teammates at Stanford were asking 

tough questions, and they wondered if I 

could come and be available.”

After a year in Mississippi at Ole Miss, 

he moved to Stanford for good. Four 

years later, he left AIA and founded 

Sports Challenge to concentrate on one-

on-one mentoring of student athletes. 

He has concentrated on this ministry 

ever since, sometimes with additional 

responsibilities—such as serving as 

chaplain for the San Francisco 49ers 

and the San Francisco Giants from 1978 

to 1980. “Bill Walsh asked me to come 

with him from Stanford to help him turn 

around the attitude of the 49ers team 

when he first started out,” explains Jim.

Over the years Jim’s Sports Challenge 

routine has remained largely consistent. 

Every morning, he heads to the Sports 

Café on campus. “I have a table in the 

corner, right up against a window,” Jim 

says. “The players call it my office . . . 

they know I’m always there.”

Each quarter, Jim’s calendar fills up with 

one-on-one meetings with athletes who 

reserve their weekly hour. Early in his 

ministry, he noticed the benefits of indi-

vidual mentoring. “Guys didn’t open up in 

a group setting nearly to the extent they 

did one-on-one,” he says. “I had 35 hours 

a week for meetings, and I determined to 

start meeting with that many guys.”

Jim begins the mentoring process with 

the gospel message followed by the 

foundational principles of Scripture and 

the Christian life. Says Jeff Siemon, area 

director for Search Ministries, “I came 

to Christ as a freshman at Stanford, and 

Jim really gave me a vision as to how 

I could use what God had given me to 

advance the cause of Christ.” 

Through the years, and through these 

relationships, “Jim has led countless 

athletes to faith,” notes Jeff. And he 

has discipled many others who have 

become disciple-makers themselves—

like a tree that produces good fruit.

alumni news
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profile
27, 2012. After serving in the Navy

Air Force during World War II, he 

worked in quality control at Baxter 

Laboratories in Cleveland, MI, later 

joining ServiceMaster. In 1972 Bernie 

purchased the industrial cleaning 

branch business he had developed 

for ServiceMaster and formed his 

own company, Bernco. In 1986 he 

retired to Naples, FL. Preceded in 

death by his first wife, Dorothy, he 

is survived by his wife, Adrienne 

Andrews Cozette  ’56; three sons, 

including Charles M.A. ’87; and six 

granddaughters. The family requests 

that memorials be made to Wheaton 

College.

Emil Ehresman ’45 died Jan. 3, 

2012. He established a carpentry 

business in Billings, MT. Instrumental 

in building several churches, he loved 

to work with wood and was happiest 

when fashioning a wooden creation 

for someone. His wife, Dora, and a son 

preceded him in death. Emil leaves 2 

sons, 3 daughters, 19 grandchildren, 

and 31 great-grandchildren.

Franklin Forman ’45 died Mar. 15, 

2012. He served in the Naval Air 

Corps. A member of First Evangelical 

In anticipation of the noontime crowd, 

chickens simmer on a stove. Churro dough rises 

in a bowl. Baby sorrel and cilantro plants bask 

under growing lights. Heaped bowls of mangos 

and trays of limes occupy stainless steel 

countertops. Cooks season sauces, waiters 

straighten chairs, and Jennifer Jones ’03 glides 

through the space, negotiating tight corners and 

the rhythm of food preparation with grace.

“I love restaurants,” Jennifer says. “Eating is 

important—and not just for our health, but also 

so that we can experience the richness of God’s 

creation.”

As pastry chef at Rick Bayless’ celebrated 

Topolobampo (a.k.a. “Topolo”), Frontera Grill, 

and XOCO restaurants on North Clark Street in 

Chicago, Jennifer has spent the past three years 

working more than 60 hours a week in the tight 

spaces of these kitchens, inventing recipes, 

overseeing pastry cooks, and creating more 

than 200 desserts a day. But in addition to 

providing unforgettable dining experiences for 

the restaurants’ guests, Jennifer finds deeper 

meaning in her work.

“Mysterious things happen around a table,” she 

says. “In Jesus’ ministry, so much happened 

over the sharing of meals.” Jennifer has been 

drawn to the mystical, Eucharistic element of 

eating with others since she was a child. She 

says she “grew up in the kitchen” at home with 

her family. 

“Sundays after church were a time my family 

gathered in the kitchen, working and cooking 

together. It is one of my favorite memories of 

home,” she says. 

During her college years, Jennifer worked at 

Mykha’s, a Vietnamese restaurant in Glen Ellyn, 

Illinois. She credits chef/owner Mykha Trinh with 

her decision to become a chef.

“Mykha was hugely influential in my life,” 

Jennifer says. “I fell in love with food with her. It 

hit me then that restaurants were exactly where 

I was meant to be, that I was having the time of 

my life there. I loved the energy and the food, but 

more than anything, I loved being a part of 

facilitating the intimacy and joy that happen 

between people at the dinner table.”

As a Wheaton student, Jennifer changed majors 

a few times, hop scotching from art to philosophy 

and then graduating with a degree in psychology.

After Wheaton, Jennifer attended Kendall 

College and earned her degree in Baking in 

Pastry. She then worked at a French-Vietnamese 

restaurant, and the iconic Chicago institution 

Charlie Trotter’s before coming to Bayless’ 

restaurants. Traveling annually to Mexico with 

the staff for “education and inspiration,” Jennifer 

has won acclaim for creating unique delicacies 

such as Olive Oil Tres Leches and Plátanos con 

Crema. 

In 2011, Jennifer was named Pastry Chef of the 

Year by the Chicago Tribune for her innovative 

desserts that celebrate and feature Mexican 

ingredients. In his article, the Tribune’s restaurant 

critic Phil Vettel wrote, “2011 was a great year 

for desserts in Chicago, but Jones’ impressed 

us the most.”   

So what’s this top chef’s advice for foodies and 

newbies alike? “I encourage people to adopt a 

spirit of adventure. Go through a grocery store 

and be fearless. Try new things,” she says. 

“Celebrate what God has given us.”

wheaton’s top chef

by Jennifer Grant ’89

Which alum did the Chicago Tribune  
name 2011’s Pastry Chef of the Year? 
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For the cake:
Melt the following together  
in a saucepan over low heat:
1 c unsalted butter
4 oz marshmallows
3 T cocoa powder
1 c Dr. Pepper

Pour the above mixture over  
the following (whisked together  
in a large mixing bowl):
2 c all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking soda
2 c sugar
Stir together gently with a rubber 
spatula just to combine.

Lastly, pour in the following mixture 
(whisked together, just to combine):
2 eggs
1-1/2 c buttermilk
1 tsp vanilla
Fold together gently just 
until it becomes a combined, 
homogeneous batter.
Pour into a lightly buttered and 
floured standard half sheet pan  
(a 9 x 13 pan will work just fine as 
well) and bake in a 350-degree 
oven for about 19 minutes, rotating 
the pan halfway through to ensure 
even baking. The cake should 
spring back when touched in the 
center. Let it cool.

For the icing:
Combine the following in a 
saucepan:
1 c butter
6 T Dr. Pepper
3 T cocoa powder
1 tsp vanilla 

Heat on medium until barely 
simmering. Take off the stove and 
whisk in:
1 pound sifted powdered sugar. 
Whisk to dissolve then stir in:
1 c chopped pecans, toasted until 
fragrant

Of note. 
It is important that the icing is  
very warm when pouring over the 
cake, as it sets quickly. Warm over 
a low flame, if necessary, then pour 
over the cake in a fluid motion and 
let set. 

Slice and serve. 
This cake will be good for a few 
days but do not refrigerate.

Enjoy!  

 

Jennifers Texas Sheet Cake
“Every place I've worked, this cake has been the 
guilty pleasure,” says Jennifer. Often made for 
staff meals or parties, it has been enjoyed by  
Charlie Trotter, and Rick Bayless and his wife, 
DeAnn Groen Bayless ’70.

’

Jennifer Jones ’03
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John joined MAI in 1996, and in 1998 

became its president. “I wanted to 

help give a voice to Christian leaders 

and writers worldwide [who] want to 

strengthen the church and attract readers 

in their cultures to Christ,” he says.

Since 1998, MAI has created a global 

network of almost 60 volunteer trainers, 

all experienced writers and publishers. 

“They enable us to be more responsive 

to invitations for assistance,” says John, 

“and provide ‘contextual’ training,” 

like a Latin American trainer for Latin 

Americans. After MAI is invited and 

evaluates what’s needed, it makes 

a three-year commitment to build 

momentum and continuity. One such 

program is in the Middle East for Arab 

Christian writers and publishers; and in 

places like Uganda and Mongolia, MAI is 

working with local Christians who want 

to publish. 

MAI is now helping strengthen Christian 

publishing in French-speaking Africa, 

the Middle East, and China. Its triennial 

LittWorld conference gives intensive 

training on strategic topics, such as 

social media, to writers, editors, and 

publishers from dozens of countries. 

Since its founding, MAI has trained 

almost 7,000 Christians in 66 countries. 

There’s at least one training session 

somewhere every month, such as the 

recent conference in Hong Kong, and 

usually in any writers’ workshop of 20 

to 25 people at least 3 or 4 become 

published writers.

Looking back, John sees the Lord’s 

hand guiding his life’s choices. “For me, 

it’s always been doing ‘the next thing’ 

by faith, and seeing confirmation much 

later,” he says.

profile

nurturing christian 
literature 

“How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who publishes peace, who 
brings good news of happiness, who 
publishes salvation.” Isaiah 52:7 (esv)

 

John Maust ’78 grew up
in rural Indiana farm country, where the 

people are few, and the land stretches 

flat to meet the sky. Learning early the 

implications of drought, John has spent 

his career traveling—to places like Peru, 

Kenya, and Lebanon—to bring the water 

of grassroots Christian literature to areas 

of the world where Christian publishing is 

difficult or even nonexistent. 

President of Media Associates International 

(MAI) since 1998, John notes that many 

books published for Christians worldwide 

are American translations, products of a 

non-native language and culture. MAI 

works to train homegrown Christian 

writers and publishers to end this dearth 

of grassroots Christian literature.

As a 20-year-old college graduate editing 

a small Indiana newspaper, John read 

a novel by Wheaton College Professor 

Dr. James Johnson that “showed 

[him] communications from a Christian 

perspective.” He enrolled in Wheaton 

Graduate School’s communications 

program and when finished, joined 

Christianity Today as assistant news 

editor. Editor Kenneth Kantzer LHD ’88 

noted John’s interest in Latin America 

and encouraged him to learn Spanish. 

He did, and later left to do freelance 

writing in Latin America, where church 

leaders asked him to help train Christian 

writers there. 

In 1983, he joined Latin America Mission 

(LAM) as a “missionary journalist” and 

conducted writers’ workshops. Mean-

while, in 1985, two Wheaton professors, 

Dr. Johnson and Dr. James Engel, and 

Robert Reekie, former director of David 

C. Cook Foundation, formed MAI to assist 

local Christian publishers and writers 

around the world. 

alumni news
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for 32 years. Since 2009, he had lived

at The Covenant Village Retirement 

Community in Northbrook, IL. Paul 

is survived by his wife, Carol Ashby 

Nevin M.A. ’85; three children; and 

six grandchildren.

Alex Moore ’02 died May 9, 

2012. He was assistant professor 

of kinesiology at Westmont 

College, having assumed this 

tenured faculty position in 2011. 

From 2004-06 he served as an 

adjunct instructor in kinesiology 

and biology at Westmont, 

where he met his wife, Kirsten. 

A kinesiology major at Wheaton,

Alex earned a doctorate

in biomedical sciences at 

the University of Missouri. 

His research specialized in 

microcirculation, focusing on hair-

sized arteries and the regulation of 

blood flow to tissue. “His love for 

knowledge, athletics and, most of 

all, his personal faith gave him an 

exceptional ability to contribute,” 

says Glenn Town, chair of the 

kinesiology department at 

Westmont and formerly a professor 

at Wheaton. For two consecutive 

years, Alex was the cross country 

team captain and voted by his 

teammates ‘Most Respected.’” He 

is survived by Kirsten, his parents, 

and two sisters. At the time of his 

death, Kirsten was expecting their 

first child, due in July.

Anna O’Connor ’07, M.A. ’11

died Feb. 29, 2012. After being

diagnosed with neuroblastoma 

cancer at age 17, she went on to 

earn two degrees from Wheaton 

College and become a spokesperson 

for young neuroblastoma patients. 

In 2008 she started Anna’s Hope, 

a foundation dedicated to raising 

awareness and funds for a cure 

for the disease. Surviving are her 

parents, Robert ’79 and Laura Goff 

O’Connor ’79, and a brother and two 

sisters. 

help of a scholarship. He continued washing 

dishes and scrubbing floors, and on week-

ends he raked leaves to cover the rest of his 

expenses. After Wheaton, Alexander earned 

a master’s in special education at Loyola Uni-

versity. He worked part-time as a professor 

at Prairie State College and then served as 

principal of a school for special education 

students.  

In 1978, Alexander was appointed as Libe-

rian Consul General and shortly after that he 

began a business, Shorelane Carpets in Chi-

cago. The company doubles as an office for 

the consulate and funds much of his work 

since he isn’t compensated for his consul-

ate duties—which often involve personally 

housing Liberian nationals. One year, 25 

Liberians came to Chicago to attend col-

lege, but they didn’t have housing. Twelve 

students lived with Alexander and his wife, 

Musu, in their three-bedroom apartment for 

two years. He convinced church friends to 

take in the rest of the students. “Our home is 

always full,” says Alexander.

In addition to helping Liberian nationals with 

housing, jobs, or visa issues, he also works 

to find investors interested in developing 

businesses in Liberia—returning to Liberia 

every year on consulate business. But liter-

acy is one cause that remains true to Alexan-

der’s heart since only 50 percent of Liberians 

over the age of 15 can read and write. He 

works with organizations such as Books for 

Africa to promote literacy in Liberia.

Though the consulate job is a labor of love, 

Alexander says, “I really don’t care whether 

people come back and say thank you. God’s 

reward is best, and that’s my compensation.”

a champion for his countrymen

by Monica M. Jones

Acting as the unpaid consul general for an impoverished 
nation for the last 34 years, Chicago businessman 
Honorable Alexander Gbayee ’61 has had few perks, but 
many opportunities to serve Liberian nationals in need.

Growing up in a small Liberian  

village where there were no birth records 

and people calculated their age based on 

the farming cycle, it’s an understatement to 

say that the Honorable Alexander Gbayee ’61 

has come a long way. The first in his family to 

learn to read and write, Alexander holds both 

a bachelor’s and a master’s and is paying it 

forward today in his role as Liberian Consul 

General for Chicago and the Midwest.

In Alexander’s small farming community, 

the closest school was 20 miles away. 

When he was a teen, missionaries opened a 

school about 10 miles away. Alexander was 

intrigued, but his father was fascinated by 

the idea of his son going to school. “He told 

me, ‘You go to school so when somebody is 

speaking English, you can tell me what they 

are saying,’” Alexander remembers. 

With limited resources, the missionary 

school’s teachers had to create books out of 

magazines. So when Alexander was about 

15, the missionaries brought him to the U.S. 

to continue his education. They tried to enroll 

him in Moody Bible Institute, but he needed 

a high school diploma. So Moody officials 

suggested he look into Wheaton Academy. 

Not able to pay for tuition or housing, he was 

allowed to stay in the school’s basement. He 

washed dishes and scrubbed floors to cover 

his tuition and housing. “My desire to get 

an education was so strong that I would do 

anything for anybody who would give me an 

opportunity to go to school,” says Alexander. 

“So washing dishes and scrubbing floors, 

those things were a pleasure.” 

At Wheaton Academy, Alexander excelled in 

track and attended Wheaton College with the 

profile
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facultybooks

Recommended Reading  
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct  
individual research and publish books and articles.   
Here are some of the more recent books.

Dr. Jill Peláez Baumgaertner, editor
Professor of English, Dean of Humanities 
and Theological Studies
Imago Dei: Poems from Christianity and
Literature
(Abilene Christian University Press, 2012)
This anthology consists of poems published 
in the journal Christianity and Literature over
the past 60 years. Rich and varied poems 
address ultimate questions of life and faith.

Dr. Keith L. Johnson
Assistant Professor of Theology
Karl Barth and the Analogia Entis
(T & T Clark, 2012)
Beginning with Barth’s rejection of the 
analogia entis doctrine and his evolving
response to it, Dr. Johnson points to 
new possibilities for discussion between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics.

Dr. R. Mark Dillon hon

Vice President for Advancement and
Alumni Relations
Giving and Getting in the Kingdom:
A Field Guide
(Moody, 2012)
Dr. Dillon presents fundraising as a noble 
task and an occasion for joyful giving with 
perspectives on the eternal significance of 
Christian philanthropy.

Dr. W. Jay Wood
Professor of Philosophy, Department Chair
God (Central Problems of Philosophy)
(McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2011)
Questions concerning God’s existence  
and character have exercised philosophers 
since antiquity. Dr. Wood provides a 
sustained and fresh examination of these 
central questions.

Dr. Daniel I. Block 
Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old 
Testament
The Gospel according to Moses: Theological
and Ethical Ref lections on the Book of 
Deuteronomy
(Wipf & Stock [Cascade], 2012)
Reflections range from explorations into the 
origins of Deuteronomy to considerations of 
the book’s ethical and homiletical relevance.

Dr. Duane Litfin hon

President Emeritus
Word Versus Deed: Resetting the Scales
to a Biblical Balance
(Crossway, 2012)
Joining the controversy regarding 
competing emphases of verbal 
proclamation and actions expressing faith, 
Dr. Litfin steers the conversation toward 
the biblical harmony of word and deed.

Liberal Arts for the Christian Life
(Crossway, 2012)
This festschrift is published in honor of Professor Emeritus of English Leland 
Ryken upon his retirement after 44 years at Wheaton. The compilation carries 
on his legacy of applying a Christian liberal arts education to all areas of life. 
Edited by Associate Professor of English Jeffry C. Davis ’83 and President 
Philip G. Ryken ’88, its five sections explore the background of a Christian 
liberal arts education and its theological basis, habits and virtues, differing 
approaches, and ultimate aims. Contributors include seventeen Wheaton 
College faculty, seven administrators (including President Emeritus Duane 
Litfin hon), and an alumnus who studied under Professor Ryken. Order Liberal 
Arts for the Christian Life and other faculty books from the Wheaton College 
Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119; or by 
writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.
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0
by Jennifer Grant ’89

Contributor Notes

n my seventh birthday, I was given
Robert Louis Stevenson’s A Child’s
Garden of Verses. The cover is burgundy,
the title gold lettering. My mother’s 
message on the first page, dated 1974, is 
printed carefully, the way one writes a 
note to a small child so she won’t have 
trouble deciphering it. Such a gift, I was 
sure, was given only to someone old 
enough to appreciate it. Owning such a 
volume gave my life consequence. 

I loved the way Stevenson wrote. 
For him, birds not only fluttered, but 
quarreled. Yes, yes, yes—they did 
quarrel; I’d heard them in the willow
tree out back. Stormy nights were a man 
galloping by on a horse—galloping, yes!

I had fallen in love with poetry.
Years later, another poet named Robert 

captured my imagination. He told stories 
in his poems as enthralling as any novel 
I’d read. I didn’t want the story to end in 
“The Death of the Hired Man.” I could 
see that “small sailing cloud” hit the 
moon. I knew Mary and Warren. 

In college, a friend gave me Wendell 
Berry’s book The Wheel. I leave the
flap between pages 14 and 15 to mark 
“The Rising.” In it, the speaker, in his 
“awkward boyhood” follows the farmer 
up and down the rows. The elder works 
by “desire,” while the younger works by 
“will” after “having danced until nearly 
time to get up” the night before. “He 
troubled me to become/what I had not 

thought to be,” the younger man says. 
That phrase—like so many in the 

poems I’ve read—has become a part of 
me. I now read it through the eyes of a 
parent: How can I trouble my children to
become what they’ve not yet thought to be?
I read them as a believer: In what ways is
God troubling me to become what I’ve not
yet thought to be?

Over the years, I’ve lapped up the
words of Auden and Anne Finch, Plath 
and William Blake. Ever thirsty for 
new poetry, I’ve often splurged to buy 
literary journals after seeking them out 
in expansive bookstores or in dusty city 
bookshops. Opening one, I page past 
fiction and essays, ever on the lookout for 
exquisite lines of poetry that catch me up 
in their melancholy beauty. 

I’m still a collector of such volumes, 
but when I open a journal now, I 
find myself skipping past not only the 

prose, but also the poems. I find myself 
interested in something I never used to 
read: the contributor notes. Now the 
writers’ autobiographies are what most 
capture my interest, even more than 
delicately crafted images or outpourings 
of love, grief, or unbelief in the pages 
that precede them. 

I suppose it’s because, at 45, I am 
starting to see the ways that my work, 
the friendships I’ve lost and gained, 
the jobs I’ve had, and the marriage and 
faith I hold tightly are beginning to 
take shape. I read the contributors notes 
looking to discern how other writers 
craft a life by way of the classes they 
teach, the anthologies they publish, 
and the ideas, faith, and doubt that 
linger with them. The mystery of how 
particulars come together to form a life’s 
consequence compels me, so I hurry 
straight to the back of the book.

Dr. W. Jay Wood
Professor of Philosophy, Department Chair
God (Central Problems of Philosophy)
(McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2011)
Questions concerning God’s existence  
and character have exercised philosophers 
since antiquity. Dr. Wood provides a 
sustained and fresh examination of these 
central questions.

Dr. Daniel I. Block 
Gunther H. Knoedler Professor of Old 
Testament
The Gospel according to Moses: Theological
and Ethical Ref lections on the Book of 
Deuteronomy
(Wipf & Stock [Cascade], 2012)
Reflections range from explorations into the 
origins of Deuteronomy to considerations of 
the book’s ethical and homiletical relevance.

Dr. Duane Litfin hon

President Emeritus
Word Versus Deed: Resetting the Scales
to a Biblical Balance
(Crossway, 2012)
Joining the controversy regarding 
competing emphases of verbal 
proclamation and actions expressing faith, 
Dr. Litfin steers the conversation toward 
the biblical harmony of word and deed.

Liberal Arts for the Christian Life
(Crossway, 2012)
This festschrift is published in honor of Professor Emeritus of English Leland 
Ryken upon his retirement after 44 years at Wheaton. The compilation carries 
on his legacy of applying a Christian liberal arts education to all areas of life. 
Edited by Associate Professor of English Jeffry C. Davis ’83 and President 
Philip G. Ryken ’88, its five sections explore the background of a Christian 
liberal arts education and its theological basis, habits and virtues, differing 
approaches, and ultimate aims. Contributors include seventeen Wheaton 
College faculty, seven administrators (including President Emeritus Duane 
Litfin hon), and an alumnus who studied under Professor Ryken. Order Liberal 
Arts for the Christian Life and other faculty books from the Wheaton College 
Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, 630.752.5119; or by 
writing, Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Why this author reads books, 
beginning at the back.
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Jennifer Grant ’89, 
and her husband 
of 24 years, David 
Funck ’88, are 
parents to four 
children. Jennifer 
is author of Love 
You More: The 
Divine Surprise 
of Adopting My 
Daughter (Thomas 
Nelson, 2011) and 
MOMumental: 
Adventures in the 
Messy Art of Raising 
a Family (Worthy 
Publishing, 2012). 
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by Rev. Canon Dr. Andrew P. B. White

Don’t Take Care. Take Risks.
The vicar of the largest church in Iraq encourages graduates 
not to be afraid to follow where the Lord leads. 

commencement readings

oday is the start of the rest of your life. It is 
a start to success. You have been given one 
of the greatest gifts in life: an education 
at its highest level that is second to none. 
This gift has been given to most of you 
by those who love you so much—your 
parents. I want to begin by thanking them 
on your behalf. Thank you for sending 
your loved ones to Wheaton College,  
a college that is not just a fine academic 
institution, but has as its most essential 
foundation a love for the Almighty. 

Today we celebrate that you have 
achieved what you had hoped for, and go 
forward with great certainty. Today two 
wonderful things go with you. The first is 
Wheaton. You will always be a Wheaton 
person. You will never forget the time you 
have spent here—how you have learned, 
been nurtured and transformed. The 
second and most wonderful divine thing 
to go with you is the One who is the 
foundation of this place—the Lord God, 
the Almighty. He will always be with you. 

I have to confess that I love this place 
more than any other academic institution 
I visit in the world. I am a fellow of my 
own alma mater, Cambridge. I am a 
fellow of the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard. I speak at 
universities all over the world, but none of 
them compares to this place. 

I spend most of my life in Iraq, where 
I lead the largest church in Iraq, and also 
look after the American Embassy Chapel 
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words. Our service was in the open air 
by Saddam’s former swimming pool.  
We were using it that day as a baptistery.  
I preached and baptized three people 
there, including one of the [Iraqi] generals. 
I must have mentioned Wheaton because 
afterward five soldiers came up to me and 
said, “We are all Wheaton graduates.” 
Had they thought upon graduating 
from Wheaton that one day they would 
be celebrating Easter together next to 
Saddam’s swimming pool in Baghdad? 
They had all taken risks. 

That night I went back to my cabin 
and wrote my regular online update. 
The next week, I took a phone call from 
a lady named Gloria, who said she had 
received my update from Dr. Tony Payne 
’79 at Wheaton College. She said that she 
had been so inspired, and that she had 
long ago written the song “Because He 
Lives.” It was Gloria Gaither. At that time, 
I wasn’t aware of this famous Christian 
singer and songwriter. But more than  
30 years ago in Indiana, Gloria took risks 
and wrote the song that many years later 
would inspire us by Saddam’s swimming 
pool one Easter in Baghdad.

We do not know how our Lord will 
use you, but He will. It could be that He 
will use you as a teacher, soldier, diplomat, 
businessperson, or even an accountant. 
After my medical training, I became an 
expert in Judaism. I studied in Israel, 
spoke Hebrew, and did my doctorate on 

the role of Israel in Christian theology. 
Then God sent me to one of the most 
radical Arab countries in the world.  
I was sent there because I listened to the 
Almighty. What’s more, I love doing what 
I am doing, and where I am doing it.  
We must listen to our Lord and do what 
He tells us to do. 

There was another very famous person 
whom our Lord sent to Iraq. He did  
not know why he was taken into exile 
there. He did not know that God had  
a job for him: interpreting the dreams of 
the king. His name was Daniel. When 
Cyrus became king and allowed all the 
Jewish exiles to return to their home in 
Jerusalem, Daniel did not go. He stayed in 
Babylon—in Iraq.

Daniel took risks and ended up where 
he had no plans to be. Our Lord still takes 
care of us when we are doing what He 
has called us to do. The fact is that you 
do not know what you will be doing in 
several years’ time. Listen to the Almighty 
and take risks, and you will never be 
disappointed. 

Today is a great day for all of you, but 
it is only the very beginning. My closest 
friend in the U.S. Embassy runs all the 
services in the biggest embassy in the 
world. His name is Paul Yeskoo ’81, and 
he too was in this hall graduating from 
this, the best college in the world. He 
could not have imagined his life today, but 
God knew what he was to do. 

So go forward with the assurance that  
you are going very far. You will all make 
mistakes; there will be times when you fall. 
But remember, it is not falling that is so 
bad—it is not getting up. So take risks, 
think big, and never ever give in.  
Be confident of this: “He who began a  
good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 1:6, niv). 

in Baghdad. I have done this since the war 
in 2003. I do not remember a time when  
I have not had at least one Wheaton 
person in that chapel—once we had seven. 
While you can always tell a Wheaton 
person, you can’t tell them much.

So if you remember one thing from 
this talk today, I hope it is this: Do not 
take care—take risks. People say “take 
care” all the time. It is difficult to do that 
where I am. I have been held at gunpoint, 
kidnapped, thrown into a cell with 
chopped-off toes and fingers all over the 
floor, and shot at countless times. 

When I graduated in England, I had 
no idea that I would be where I am now. 
I had studied surgery and anesthesiology. 
I could cut people up, sew them up, 
put them to sleep, and hopefully wake 
them up again. I had no plans to be in 
Baghdad as a pastor, or to be running the 
biggest church in Iraq and doing religious 
sectarianism work, engaging some of  
the worst terrorists in the world. Neither 
did I plan to be running the largest clinic 
in Baghdad with one of the best stem 
cell units in the world that uses only 
stem cells from the patients themselves. 
We have patients who come to Iraq for 
treatment from the United States and the 
UK because they cannot be treated in 
their own countries. Voluntarily entering 
a war zone for treatment, these patients 
know something about taking risks. I 
did not know when I graduated that my 
background in medicine and theology 
would come together in Baghdad.

Taking risks must always involve trust 
in the Almighty. Things will happen that 
you never can imagine. In 2004, during 
Easter, I was in Baghdad and I did not 
know what to preach on. I woke  
up the morning before Easter with a song 
in my head, “Because He Lives, I Can 
Face Tomorrow.” I preached on those 

“Taking risks must 
always involve trust 
in the Almighty. 
Things will happen 
that you never can 
imagine.” 
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by Dr. Carolyn Hart, Chair of Vocal Studies

On Stage at the Met
What’s bigger than American Idol ? More memorable than any episode of The Voice?  
How about watching your former voice student perform on stage at New York’s Metropolitan 
Opera with our nation’s finest rising opera stars?

The $50,000 Man
Helping others has become a habit for this junior,  
who has developed a knack for fundraising.

the instrument cannot be separated from
the person.

I know also that the liberal arts 
education helped to shape Will in a very 
deep way—it was the whole Wheaton 
experience that this young Christian 
man brought onto the Metropolitan 
Opera stage.

While he was still at Wheaton, Will 
auditioned for and landed a part in  
Porgy and Bess at the Lyric Opera.
As a junior, he won the Grand Final Prize 
for the Bel Canto Competition—a title 
that often goes to graduate students or 
semi-professionals. He was also chosen as 
an apprentice at the Glimmerglass 
summer opera festival. After Wheaton, 
he was awarded a full scholarship to 
complete his master’s at Juilliard. It was 
just a month before singing his graduating 
recital that he received word he had been 
accepted into the Lyric Opera’s Appren-
ticeship Program. Chicagoans can hear 
Will at the Lyric this fall, or in Grant Park 
in September. 

At just 23 years old, Will has already 
had amazing opportunities. As with all 
of my students, I look forward to see 
where God leads next.

Dr. Carolyn Hart is a frequent performer

of recital, oratorio, and orchestral

repertoire. She performs regularly in the

Chicago area, and has toured extensively

throughout the United States, Canada,

and Great Britain. In 2009 she was

honored by Wheaton College with a

Senior Teaching Achievement Award.

National Council “Grand Finals Concert”
this March.

Essentially the “Olympics” for operatic 
singers, this competition with nine 
finalists is the culmination of auditions 
that begin in 42 districts across the 
United States and Canada. 

As one of the grand finalists, Will was 
awarded a full week packed with music 
and drama coaching at the Metropolitan 
Opera. In spite of the attention and 
pressure, when I spoke with him just 
before the performance, Will was just as 
he’s always been—humble, down-to-
earth, and effusive about how much fun 
the week had been. 

The afternoon of the concert, people 
were lined up and waiting before the 
doors opened. There was tremendous 
energy and excitement in the packed hall. 

Many of the audience members who 
had heard the semi-finals the week 
before had already picked their favorites. 
When Will walked out, the audience’s 
enthusiastic applause and “bravos” 
showed that he was a favorite, despite 
being one of the youngest singers. For 
me, it was pure joy to see and hear the 
light of Christ shining through him.

Like Will, each one of my voice 
students—with their individual gifts— 
is the highlight of my week. Meeting 
one-on-one for an hour a week for 
four years builds relationships that are 
lasting and deep. I am blessed to witness 
significant growth—spiritual, personal, 
academic, vocal, and musical. It’s a close 
mentoring relationship, in part because 
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FACULTY voice

eavenly music, beautiful voices, an entry
of soaring glass, chandeliers that recall 
constellations, and a gilded interior 
make a visit to New York’s Metropolitan 
Opera memorable for anyone. But the 
experience was unforgettable when  
I was there to hear a former student,  
Will Liverman ’10, sing for the Met’s 
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president asked him to take the helm the
following year. 

Under Kenny’s leadership, Wheaton’s 
Rotaract Club partnered with community 
groups to help collect 2,700 books for 
Pioneer School in Aurora. The club also 
volunteered at SCARCE (an organization 
for recycling), assisted with the annual 
Rotary fundraiser, and participated in a relay 
for life for the American Cancer Society.

Professor of sociology and Rotaract’s 
fall semester staff adviser Dr. Hank Allen 
says, “One thing about Ken is that he has 
a definitive direction, but he allows that 
direction to be shaped by collaboration 
with his colleagues—which is twenty-first-
century leadership.”

Eager to continue serving his community 
after graduation, Kenny says, “When you 
are passionate about a cause, you would 
be surprised to see how eager some are to 
get involved, too. Sometimes it just takes 
someone to take the first step.” 

home’s hallways, they made other home 
improvements as well.

“Community service really changes the 
hearts of the people,” Kenny says, noting 
“you see the product of your labor and 
you see the happiness in the smiles on 
people’s faces.” 

For his dedication to community 
service, Kenny received the Red Cross 
Hero Award; a citation from President 
Bush in 2006; and was named a Harris 
Fellow, the Rotary Club’s highest 
honor—all before he graduated from his 
Connecticut high school. 

An integrated business and philosophy 
major at Wheaton, Kenny’s schedule 
quickly filled with college life, 
HoneyRock, and class films activities,  
as well as working for the swim team  
as the meet operations manager. Though 
busy, Kenny was looking for something 
more, and found it at the end of his 
sophomore year when the Rotaract Club 

hen Kenny Piccolo ’13 was 12 years old, 
a close friend and football teammate was 
diagnosed with leukemia. Shocked by 
the close-to-home reality of the disease, 
Kenny joined the Light the Night Walk 
held by the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society, and a year later, he coordinated 
another such walk with the Society, this 
one at the local high school.   

Since that time, acts of community 
service have become an important part 
of life for Kenny, who has now logged 
more than 2,000 hours and helped raise 
more than $50,000 in cash, gifts, and 
scholarships for others. Kenny takes his 
cues from his dad, who, he says, “has 
always lived by the motto that no matter 
how busy you are, you always have the 
time to help those around you.” 

While still in high school, Kenny 
helped raise funds for a family who 
couldn’t afford funeral costs for their 
3-year-old son. Later, he helped another 
family make their home wheelchair 
accessible for their 5-year-old son with 
a rare muscle disease called myotubular 
myopathy.

Previously confined to one room 
because of the width of his wheelchair, 
this little boy can now access the whole 
house. Kenny helped make this possible 
by raising funds and finding corporate 
sponsors for the building materials. 
He then spoke before the Connecticut 
Home Builders Association at their 
annual banquet, where they agreed to 
volunteer their time to get the work done. 
Not only did the contractors widen the 

The $50,000 Man
Helping others has become a habit for this junior,  
who has developed a knack for fundraising.
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In Soweto the workshops used the 

analogy of a soccer game to highlight the 
key facets of lesson design—modeling 
strategies for effective discussions, and 
how to design small-group work to 
foster student inquiry and engagement 
with the key ideas and biblical principles 
of the lessons. We then observed the 
peer educators implement Reach4Life 
lessons and field tested an observation 
tool designed to assess teaching and 
effectiveness on student learning.

After a week in Soweto, we moved to 
the rural area of Bethany in KwaZulu-
Natal. This group of peer educators 
traveled distances to the small church 
where our workshops were held. While 
the content of lessons was the same as in 
Soweto, after our first afternoon workshop 
we realized our own methods needed to 
meet the language needs in that context. 
At the end of day two, our teaching was 
greeted with affirmation as one peer 
educator shared, “I think the real teaching 
started today.” 

Unlike the Soweto area where peer 
educators had more frequent opportunities 
to work together, for the most part the 
Bethany volunteers worked alone. These 

provided additional support before
and after school.

With last summer’s trip also came 
the opportunity to field-test the lessons 
designed by Dr. Brulle and an observation 
protocol for peer educators—first in an 
urban area of Soweto near Johannesburg, 
and then in a rural area of Bethany in 
KwaZulu-Natal.

We began by leading workshops with 
these two groups of peer educators. These 
young people, recent graduates from the 
schools in their areas, understood the 
challenges posed by limited time, large 
classes, and students unfamiliar with small- 
group exercises. Eager to explore the best 
ways to engage the hearts and minds of 
students, each of them expressed a clear 
sense of urgency, since all had faced the 
devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS virus 
within their communities.

Embracing the Unexpected 
How a drop-in visit from the director of a South African NGO led to growth 
opportunities for Wheaton’s education professors and students.

With groups of Prevention Time
volunteers—that is, peer educators —
already working with adolescents and 
teens in both urban and rural schools 
in South Africa, Colin was hoping 
to find someone who would help 
improve and formalize the training for 
these volunteers—helping them better 
implement the Reach4Life program in 
their local public and private schools. 
(Reach4Life is a biblically based 
curriculum with the overarching goal of 
spiritual and behavioral transformation 
through the gospel message.)

Before our trip last summer, Dr. Brulle 
had made two visits to Africa to begin 
developing a training manual for the 
Prevention Time South Africa team to 
use in training peer educators. Returning 
to campus, he set up a mentoring group 
of Wheaton students to write lessons to 
accompany the Reach4Life curriculum. 

The Prevention Time South Africa 
team, with the ongoing efforts of peer 
educators to build relationships in and 
outside the classroom, aims to remain 
a viable presence even after the rollout 
of the Reach4Life program. They want 
to stay involved with local schools and 
churches, helping to build networks of 
support to encourage and sustain spiritual 
growth. 

On our visit, such commitment and 
follow-through was amazing for us to 
witness. Besides responding to a perceived 
need through service, thanks to the high 
unemployment rate, many volunteers 
see working for Prevention Time as an 
opportunity to develop professional skills. 
We watched as these educators engaged 
with students in the classroom and 

t is July 7, 2011, and as I peer out the 
window of the plane in our approach to 
Johannesburg, the landscape is a sea of 
gold grasses with scorched black fringes. 
It is winter in South Africa, and the haze 
from the fires that burn across the dry 
landscape is one of the first things I note as 
I disembark.

Dr. Andrew Brulle, former chair and 
professor emeritus of Wheaton’s education 
department; Greta Wiseman, a high school 
teacher from Seattle; and I arrive, ready 
for three weeks of work with our host, the 
director of Prevention Time South Africa, 
a Christian nongovernmental organization 
(NGO). 

This is my first trip, but not so for 
Dr. Brulle, who first met our host, the 
Reverend Colin Bishop, providentially, 
when Colin dropped into the education 
department at Wheaton four years ago.  

Colin was visiting family friends in 
Chicago. He knew of Wheaton, and 
stopped in with the hope of finding 
someone who might assist him with 
Prevention Time—an organization 
dedicated to helping the youth of South 
Africa say yes to salvation through the 
acceptance of Jesus Christ, and no to the 
HIV/AIDS virus by living a pure life, and 
by saying yes to abstinence until marriage. 

Out of that meeting, a partnership 
developed that has led to opportunities 
for Wheaton students and professors—
myself included—to distill the principles of 
effective teaching and engaged learning for 
maximum effect in varied cultural contexts.

WHEATON in the world

by Dr. Sally Morrison, Associate 
Professor of Education
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In Soweto the workshops used the 
analogy of a soccer game to highlight the 
key facets of lesson design—modeling 
strategies for effective discussions, and 
how to design small-group work to 
foster student inquiry and engagement 
with the key ideas and biblical principles 
of the lessons. We then observed the 
peer educators implement Reach4Life 
lessons and field tested an observation 
tool designed to assess teaching and 
effectiveness on student learning.

After a week in Soweto, we moved to 
the rural area of Bethany in KwaZulu-
Natal. This group of peer educators 
traveled distances to the small church 
where our workshops were held. While 
the content of lessons was the same as in 
Soweto, after our first afternoon workshop 
we realized our own methods needed to 
meet the language needs in that context. 
At the end of day two, our teaching was 
greeted with affirmation as one peer 
educator shared, “I think the real teaching 
started today.” 

Unlike the Soweto area where peer 
educators had more frequent opportunities 
to work together, for the most part the 
Bethany volunteers worked alone. These 

provided additional support before
and after school.

With last summer’s trip also came 
the opportunity to field-test the lessons 
designed by Dr. Brulle and an observation 
protocol for peer educators—first in an 
urban area of Soweto near Johannesburg, 
and then in a rural area of Bethany in 
KwaZulu-Natal.

We began by leading workshops with 
these two groups of peer educators. These 
young people, recent graduates from the 
schools in their areas, understood the 
challenges posed by limited time, large 
classes, and students unfamiliar with small- 
group exercises. Eager to explore the best 
ways to engage the hearts and minds of 
students, each of them expressed a clear 
sense of urgency, since all had faced the 
devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS virus 
within their communities.

young adults were hungry for community
with other volunteers. Their commitment 
to the project was so great that they were 
willing to sleep on the floor at a local 
church member’s home, carry a table and 
benches to our meeting place, and remain 
focused in spite of the passing stray cows, 
goats, and the occasional rooster’s crow. 
(Most of our sessions here were taught 
outside, where it was warmer than inside 
the cinderblock building.)

After the workshops, one volunteer 
expressed that his style of lesson delivery 
had been preaching to children; now, he 
felt he was teaching. 

Much of our work in both locations 
involved helping the volunteers identify 
the essential knowledge—the biblical 
principle—and then giving them ideas 
on how to maximize their students’ 
understanding. In both workshops, 
students had great discussions about real, 
life-changing issues—some that students 
face in the United States, such as peer 
pressure, choosing friends, and staying 
pure. Other issues were unique to the 
African context—such as how to deal 
with ancestral worship in the family. 

In the final week of the trip, our 

team returned to Soweto for additional 
observations and meetings, and a visit  
to the local cemetery. Viewing the rows  
of freshly filled graves, along with the 
many empty graves prepared for funeral 
services for the upcoming weekend, was 
a sobering reminder of the devastating 
effects the HIV/AIDS virus has brought 
to the people of South Africa. The sense 
of urgency to spread the gospel message of 
hope, and its power to transform through 
Jesus Christ, had never been clearer. 

In our last meeting, we shared insights 
gleaned from our visit. The Prevention 
Time team also told us of their vision to 
expand the Reach4Life program. They 
asked for help in completing lessons for the 
four journeys of the program—and so, last 
fall, I met with a mentoring group of five 
more Wheaton students to finish this work. 

In November, Colin visited the College 
once more, and met with this mentoring 
group. The students were grateful for 
the opportunity to talk with Colin, who 
helped them understand that while  
HIV/AIDS may seem too large for one 
person to make an impact, even the most 
modest efforts, with the power of the Holy 
Spirit, have unlimited potential. 

Left: After conducting workshops in Soweto and Bethany, in KwaZulu-Natal, the American team joins Prevention Time peer educators 
as they use their newly acquired teaching techniques. Below: Dr. Andrew Brulle (front row, left), Greta Wiseman (standing, second from 
left), and Dr. Sally Morrison join with peer educators to celebrate new friendships. 
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president’s 

‘‘iPhilip G. Ryken ’88, President

“In pursuing 
all of these 
priorities,  
we remain 
rooted in  
our historic 
mission.  
Our perennial 
and 
fundamental 
commitments 
continue.”

perspective

f you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go with others.”
I first learned this traditional proverb from Dr. Douglas Carew, the vice chancellor of Africa 

International University in Nairobi, Kenya. I have reflected on it frequently over the past year, 
as I have worked with the entire Wheaton College community to identify strategic priorities 
for our present season of work and ministry.

I started alone, drafting a lengthy paper on the mission, context, and future direction of 
Wheaton College. My purpose was to share my best thinking about God’s calling for us in  
a form that gave our whole community an opportunity to respond. 

I called my 14-page document a “green paper” rather than a “white paper,” as I had 
originally intended, in order to emphasize that my thoughts were not the last word, but rather 
an invitation to campus-wide dialogue. I hoped and expected that other people would correct 
and improve my ideas.  

To help us go far—not just fast—Vice President Mark Dillon and I convened a gifted group 
of leaders who represented the various constituencies that make up Wheaton College. The 
Green Paper Task Force, as it was called, used forums, discussion groups, surveys, and personal 
conversations to gather hundreds of responses from our students, faculty, staff, and alumni.

By January, the task force was ready to summarize the responses it had received and to begin 
discussing and drafting the recommendations they would share with the Administration before 
presenting them to the Board of Trustees. In May, the Trustees approved the following equally 
strategic priorities: 

Globalize a Wheaton Education through expanding scholarships, revising the curriculum,
and doubling the number of students who receive academic credit through off-campus, 
cross-cultural experiences.

Deepen Ethnic Diversity through implementing a comprehensive plan to communicate  
the biblical imperative for ethnic diversity and foster a truly welcoming environment for 
people of color.

Promote Liberal Arts Excellence through investing resources to renew our liberal arts
identity and clarifying our definition of educational excellence.

Enhance Music and the Performing Arts through initiating a formal process to plan and 
construct a new Conservatory building.

In addition, the Trustees approved a set of complementary priorities to address  
important matters that came up frequently in response to the President’s Green Paper and  
need to be part of our planning: conduct a formal review of Wheaton’s mission statement;  
work collaboratively to improve the quality of Christ-centered community on campus;  
fund strategic initiatives in ways that are tuition-neutral; and strengthen graduate education 
through improved governance and clarified vision.  

In pursuing all of these priorities, we remain rooted in our historic mission. Our perennial 
and fundamental commitments continue—love for Christ, faith in the gospel, confidence 
in God’s Word, adherence to our evangelical Statement of Faith, promise to keep our 
Community Covenant, calling to integrate learning with faith, and desire to develop students 
who live for Christ and His Kingdom.  

In coming issues of Wheaton we will tell you more about our strategic priorities and explain 
in greater detail how we hope they will be accomplished on campus and in the wider world. 
To go far, by God’s grace, we will need to go with others. So your input, support, and 
encouragement are wanted and needed.
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YOU LOVE THIS PLACE. YOU LOVE EACH OTHER.

PROVIDE FOR BOTH WITH A 

WHEATON COLLEGE GIFT ANNUITY.

Through a charitable gift annuity, you can

• Support the students and the ministry of Wheaton College

• Receive valuable lifetime income for you and your loved one

• Claim an immediate tax deduction

• Avoid or defer capital gains taxes if contributing appreciated securities

• Defer payments to a future date, such as retirement, to receive a higher  
rate of income

Learn how a charitable gift annuity can benefi t both you and Wheaton College.

Look up your gift annuity rate and request a personalized gift annuity illustration 
online at wheaton.edu/giftannuity. 

You can also contact Gift Planning Services at 1-800-525-9906 or  
gift.plan@wheaton.edu for more information.
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Seeking quiet places for a brief retreat from life’s 

noise is something Michael Hudson ’89 treasures. 

A frequent visitor to a field that sits just a few 

miles from his parents’ home in England, he likes 

“the way the small dirt path snakes its way 

through this enormous, soft green field, leading 

into the unknown over the brow of the hill.” 

Working as a freelance photographer for more 

than 20 years, he appreciates the simplistic 

beauty of nature and in his photography tries, he 

says, “to distill everything I feel about a place into 

a simple, graphic image.” He values the subtle 

changes that light can have on an image. 

“Photography is all about light, and I’m fascinated 

with how light reveals and hides things; for 

example, how it constantly changes the look of 

this landscape,” he adds.

Born in Australia, Mike grew up there, and in the 

U.S. and England. He earned his bachelor’s in 

studio art/photography from Wheaton. He got his 

start in the business when he photographed 

Princess Diana and the British Royal Family 

during the late 1980s. His photos have been 

featured in Sports Illustrated, The Wall Street 

Journal, and on the Discovery Channel. 

Currently working on a fine art video project, Mike 

considers himself a student of history. Finding 

inspiration in those quiet spaces, he’s traveled 

across the U.S. and abroad to photograph ruins 

and abandoned buildings. He says, “I’m 

fascinated by a life that once was but is now long 

gone.”

Mike and his wife, Wendy Kersey Hudson ’90, 

and their children live in Wheaton.

Art of Tranquility

“Green Field” 

Photograph by Michael Hudson ’89

Hampshire, England
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