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Editor

he ocean surged over the California sand, its waves shallow and swirling

about my feet. Could this same water, I asked myself, have delighted

another person like me meandering along a beach, perhaps as far away

as China? How many others could this water have touched as it traveled

between the continents? Where has it been and where is it going? The

oceans are one, encompassing yet dividing the globe. 

In Acts 1:8, the Lord Jesus tells His disciples that they would witness

of Him to the uttermost parts of the earth. The extent of just how 

far they thought that was, was certainly limited. Theirs was a flat world.

Never would they have imagined that that witness eventually would travel

around a round world, borne across boundless oceans, to lands and

people unknown to them.

One hundred fifty years ago, Wheaton College was founded for the

purpose of educating men and women to witness of the Lord Jesus

Christ to the uttermost parts of the earth. In the past, like today, 

alumni represent the fulfillment of this mission. Many have worked as

missionaries to other cultures. Others have worked overseas in business,

education, public service, government, the military, the arts, and other

vocations—also taking the gospel around the world.

Strewn throughout this magazine—in lead articles, reports, profiles,

and class news—you’ll find plenty of information about alumni 

serving across the oceans. Watch for their stories. Globalization isn’t 

new for Wheaton.

I want to tell you a wonderful story.

Wheaton alumni Dr. Kenneth ’24 and Margaret Mortensen Landon ’25

served as Presbyterian missionaries in Siam (now Thailand) between

1927-37. You might already know that the Rodgers and Hammerstein

musical The King and I was based on Margaret’s book, published 

in 1944, titled Anna and the King of Siam. In 1941, Kenneth began

working as the U.S. State Department’s International Relations 

Officer for Southeast Asian Affairs. His job required him often to journey 

to the Far East, when crossing the Pacific typically meant long, arduous

voyages by ship.

In January 1954, as Wheaton alumni opened their most recent

Wheaton Alumni News, they read this class news item on page 8:

“Kenneth P. Landon ’24 has returned from a number of weeks 

spent in Thailand and Malaya on business with the State Department

where he is officer in charge of Thai and Malay Affairs.”

Then, in a matter-of-fact tone, the snippet closed with startling

information that proved the world was growing larger and the oceans

smaller. 

It said simply, “He flew both ways.” 
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Sweet Fruits
of Innovation

How are inventive alumni improving our lives?

Stories to Encourage
What an encouragement I received when

reading the latest edition’s “Sweet Fruits 

of Innovation.” It helps to know that 

others are persevering and seeing the

fruits of their labor. My husband and I work

with Muslim immigrants in Europe and are 

on the brink of opening an art center that 

will be a gathering place for the most

marginalized in our city. We hope and pray

it will be full of light and hope, a place

where imaginations are unlocked, art 

is redeemed, and the beauty of Christ is

revealed. Thank you for keeping us

connected with the Body.

Rachel Fontaine Morris ’98

Spain

I enjoyed the article “Major Changes”

profiling four fellow alumni and the paths

they have traveled since graduation, 

taking “unexpected turns” and finding

themselves in “very different places than

the ones their younger selves anticipated.” 

I appreciated glimpsing how other people 

of faith from Wheaton have moved

between various places as they sought to

use their education and found many

avenues (some unexpected, again) for

doing so. Helpful, too, is knowing that 

they have found God to be traveling with

and guiding them all along and that 

they have discovered ways to engage their

faith in their diverse and respective

spheres. 

These are stories—good stories—that

are being told, stories of God and people

journeying together as these individuals

work out their salvation, their service, and

the stuff of their ordinary lives. They

encourage us to persevere in faithfulness,

obedience, and service, even when we do

not know exactly what we are doing or

where we are going next.

Jack Boeve ’90

Gambrills, Maryland 

of when I was at Wheaton asking the same

questions that you as a student asked.

It has been years since I was in a Wheaton

classroom. But we need to be reminded 

of some of the questions that we had at

the time and of the answers that we have

found since then. It was great to read 

them again.

Paul Haney ’50

Sebring, Florida   

I was talking to an alumna recently and

suggested she read the article, “Miracle

18:  For Christ and His Kingdom.” In light

of the economic news in the first few

months of this year, I was encouraged to

read how the College and alumni

responded during a worse economic

situation in the Depression. I realized that 

if I urge others to read the magazine, 

I should also encourage those whose

efforts brought it into my hands. Thank you

for putting together a publication that not

only keeps alumni informed about Wheaton

but also encourages those who read it.

Jeffery James ’89

Wheaton, Illinois

Editor’s note:  Those of us who work at the

College want to let you know about

Wheaton stories and events whenever,

however, and wherever we can—in person,

in letters, in print, on the radio or TV, 

or on the web. The following email was 

not written to the magazine, but we 

print it so that you, too, will log on to

www.wheaton.edu/WETN. 

Folks at WETN, I just wanted to shoot you

guys a note and thank you for posting the

recordings of the Chapel services on your

website. I’m an ’04 Wheaton grad, and

I’m currently deployed to Afghanistan with

the U.S. Army. These Chapel messages on

your website really help me feel more in

touch with my Wheatie roots. While I have

W H E A T O N 3

Words to Encourage
How very much I like getting the magazine

and reading about what is going on at

Wheaton, and the news from old friends.

I often meet alumni at my church and in

my work here with Café Africa Uganda—

and even in my travels around the region,

sometimes in the oddest places. It’s always

a joy and a great blessing.

Emma Joynson-Hicks ’88

Uganda

I serve on the vestry of an Episcopal

church that has recently called a new

rector. One of her first items of business

has been for us to review and refine our

church’s mission statement into a succinct

phrase. I wondered, “Why all this fuss

about a little statement?” But then 

I thought back to the Wheaton College

motto, For Christ and His Kingdom. 

That statement has shaped my life. It has

become the goal of my career, my

avocation, and my personal endeavors. 

I hope our vestry can be as profound.

Sheryl Walter Slocum ’77

Burlington, Wisconsin

Your “Letter from the Editor” in the last

issue brought back a bunch of memories

dearWHEATON
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artists such as Van Cliburn, Mstislav

Rostropovich, Georg Solti, Neville Marriner,

Aaron Copland, and Victor Borge; and

teaching and making recordings. My friends

include Harold Best, dean of the Wheaton

Conservatory for 27 years; Joe Alessi,

principal trombone of the New York

Philharmonic; and Reginald Gerig, professor

of piano at Wheaton for many years.

All this happened because, in September

1960, Marlene Hannenberg took time to

advise a confused 18-year-old about the

direction of his life. Except for my parents,

no other person has had such a large

influence on my life, and it all occurred in

less than a minute. 

George Krem ’63

Berthoud, Colorado   

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your

letters and emails as they relate to material

published in the magazine. Correspondence

must include your name, address, and

phone number. The editor reserves the right

to determine the suitability of letters for

publication and to edit them for accuracy

and length. Unfortunately, not all letters can

be published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

One book he directed us to, Religion and

the American Mind, by Alan Heimert, still

comes off my bookshelf today as I reflect

on the current debates within our culture.

While I had many good professors and

teachers in my life, these three made a

lasting impact on me. I am forever grateful.

C. Keith Goeking ’70, M.D.

St. Joseph, Missouri

I never had a class from the Wheaton

professor who had the greatest influence

on my life.  

Early in the fall of 1960, I was feeling

particularly unhappy with the direction of

my life. I had no interest in my major of

physics, and while the thought of dropping

out of school had not yet crossed my

mind, I might have reached that decision

before long.  Having a musical background

in trombone and piano, I went to the

Conservatory of Music to play the piano

while thinking about my dilemma. As 

I played a Beethoven Sonata, the practice

room door opened and Piano Professor

Marlene Hannenberg looked in and asked

who I was. Because I was not a music

major, she had not recognized me.

When I told Marlene about myself, she

said eight words that changed my life:

“You should be a music major; you’re

good.” The door closed and she was

gone, but I sat there thunderstruck. 

A career in music had never occurred to

me. Of course! I was a musician, not 

a physicist. Immediately, I left the practice

room, went to the Conservatory office,

changed my major and never looked back.

When Marlene Hannenberg opened the

door of my practice room, she opened 

a door into a very satisfying career:  as

principal trombonist of several professional

orchestras, performing at Carnegie Hall,

Lincoln Center, Orchestra Hall, and other

venues throughout the world; working with

to confess that I’ve probably listened to

more Chapel messages now than when 

I attended (especially the spring semester

of my senior year!), I just wanted to give a

little shout out to you guys and say thanks. 

CPT. Mitchell A. Payne ’04

Afghanistan

Wheaton Professors: Where
Would We Be Without Them?

In the last issue, an alumnus urged 

us to reflect on professors who positively

impacted us. For me, three professors

come to mind. In 1968 as a transfer

student, I had the privilege of taking

Richard Rung’s 301 History and Social

Studies course. He challenged us with his

love of history and books, and his

fascination with humans and the human

condition. While I majored in chemistry, his

passion gave me a love for history. 

When I entered organic chemistry, 

Dr. Bernard Nelson eased my trepidation

by his graciousness and kindness amidst

his excellence and his demand for

excellence. He also tied organic chemistry

to life with stories of how what we were

learning made real differences in industry

and medicine. One I particularly recall was

a personal story of his interaction with

medicine and a quality physician: “If my

doctor had not kept searching and

probing, seeking the cause of my illness

and pain, I would not be here today. His

excellence made all the difference to me. 

I hope your excellence in whatever you

chose to do will make all the difference to

someone as well.” 

In my last semester at Wheaton, 

I returned to history and took a seminar

with Dr. S. Richey Kamm, one of the most

gentlemanly men of God I have ever met.

He too demanded excellence, a recurring

theme in my classes at Wheaton. He

challenged us to read, and read we did.

dearWHEATON

Professor Marlene

Hannenberg
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WHEATONnews

CONGRATS CLASSOF 2009

College Trustee Walter C. Kaiser ’55, B.D. ’58 delivered commencement

speeches at the undergraduate and graduate ceremonies May 8 and 9. His

address, “Our Incomparably Great God,” based on Isaiah 40, urged graduating

students to use their educations in service to the Lord Jesus Christ and the world.

“A Wheaton education, great as it is, will mean little if we together, in this 

the greatest of all times on planet earth, do not seek [God] and His kingdom first

if we wish to be part of the greatest happening this old world has ever seen,”

Dr. Kaiser said. “He is looking for a few good women and a few good men who

have smelled the coffee and are ready to get involved for His name’s sake.”

To listen to present and past commencement addresses online, visit

http://www.wheaton.edu/wetn/comm.htm. To read excerpts of Dr. Walt Kaiser’s

commencement address, see pages 62-63.

05
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and Bonnie Malcolm Chrisman shared
interesting facts about Wheaton College
with the crowds who lined the street.

More than 40 volunteers from WETN,
HoneyRock,Wheaton Athletics, Commu-
nity School of the Arts, the Artist Series,
Marketing Communications, and Alumni
Relations walked alongside the float
distributing a Wheaton College coloring
book.The float won the Mayor’s Award
for “Best Representation of Wheaton.”

The College’s sesquicentennial
coordinator, Marcy Hintz M.A. ’08, says
that participation in this year’s Fourth of
July parade “was a purely fun experience
of seeing so many talents and personalities
on Wheaton's campus come together in
one event.” She hopes the celebratory tone
of the parade becomes a part of student
life during the upcoming year.“It felt like
a birthday party,” she says.“I anticipate that
the unity around this celebration will also
ignite the enthusiasm of students.”

Wheaton College. In February 2009,
the city hosted a Festival of Music in
Edman Chapel featuring students from
the Conservatory of Music. At another
event,Wheaton's ROTC color guard
joined Conservatory students in a perfor-
mance at the city's Sesquicentennial Gala.

The Fourth of July parade, sponsored by
the Wheaton Jaycees, regularly draws more
than 40,000 spectators, including many of
the 3,700 Wheaton alumni who live in
DuPage County. The College’s entry in
the parade highlighted several departments
on campus, and showcased the College’s
contributions to the community.

Carpenter Kevin Brady, who works in
the College carpenter shop, built a float—
a 10-foot replica of the tower that stands
atop Blanchard Hall. Strings players from
the Community School of the Arts
performed in the middle section of the
float.At the back,WETN radio
personalities Joy Curry ’99, D.J. Curry ’07,

C A M P U S  N E W S  

Parade Launches 

College Sesquicentennial

Celebration

A ceremony at the City of Wheaton’s band
concert in Memorial Park on July 2—and
the parade on July 4—marked the
beginning of Wheaton College’s yearlong
150th anniversary celebration. These
festivities for the Fourth of July holiday
marked the end of the city’s sesqui-
centennial year and the beginning of the
College’s.

Since its founding in 1860, the College
has been closely intertwined with the city,
which was founded in 1859.Warren
Wheaton, the city’s first president, gave a
50-acre parcel of land to the College, then
known as the Illinois Institute. In January
1860, Jonathan Blanchard, the Institute’s
new president, honored Warren Wheaton
by renaming the school “Wheaton
College.”

The city’s sesquicentennial celebration,
which took place between July 4 of 2008
and 2009, included several events
highlighting its long relationship with

WHEATONnews

top: Mike Gresk, mayor of
the City of Wheaton, and
Dr. David Gieser ’71,
chairman of the College’s
Board of Trustees

right: Meiying Joy Howard,
18 months, checks out her
copy of “Emily & Andy Go to
Wheaton,” a coloring book
produced by the Marketing
Communications and Annual
Giving departments at
Wheaton. Meiying is the
daughter of Amy Howard, a
research associate at
Wheaton, and her husband
Michael.
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Christian Response to the New Atheism”
and “A Reasonable Faith: Intellectual
Foundations for Communicating the
Gospel in American Culture.” His latest
book, What’s So Great About Christianity,
addresses the arguments of what he
describes as “the new breed of atheist.”

“We are called in Scripture to contend
for our faith, and I think that today that
means something quite different than it
would have a generation ago,” D’Souza
said April 6.“The reason is that today we
live, for the most part, in secular culture in
which Christian assumptions are no
longer taken for granted.” He discussed
the challenge of a “more belligerent,
effective” atheism that attacks private
expressions of religion and portrays
theistic religions as the source of terrorism
and war, and identified what he viewed as
the strongest points of the new atheism.

D’Souza argued that personal
testimonies that emphasize Scripture are
less effective in a culture that denies the
authority of Scripture. He also observed
that many Christians who are raised
within the faith become “defensive
without knowing how to defend” when
their faith is challenged. Instead, he says,
Christians should view the new atheism 

variety of internships with faith-based and
mainstream organizations, including
Breakthrough Urban Ministries, the
Institute for Community Empowerment,
the Lawndale Christian Health Center,
Cambodian Association of Illinois, and the
Chicago Field Museum.

“They become different and better
learners because they’ve had the
experience,” Dr.Toly says, explaining that
the program employs a “place-based”
rather than a “method-based” form of
inquiry.“They learn from living, rather
than by applying what they know from
the classroom.”

More than 200 students from a variety
of majors have participated in the program
since its inception. Many have pursued
graduate study in urban planning, politics,
and anthropology.“The most important
thing is that wherever they live, they live
differently,” Dr.Toly says.

D’Souza Lectures at
Wheaton
Dinesh D’Souza, a best-selling author and
influential conservative thinker, lectured at
Wheaton College April 6 and 7. D’Souza,
who has debated well-known atheists
including Christopher Hitchens, Daniel
Dennett, and Peter Singer, lectured on “A

e

t

Wheaton in Chicago 
Celebrates 10 Years

Wheaton in Chicago celebrated its 10-year
anniversary earlier this year. This
semester-long experiential residential
program allows students to live and work
in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood
while studying urban issues.

Dr. Noah Toly ‘99, the director of
urban studies, says that living together in
Chicago helps students move beyond “a
tourist mindset” in their thinking about
the city.

“The vast majority of evangelical
engagement with the city in the U.S.
focuses on the city’s needs, our fears, and
what we can bring to the city,” he says.
“But we have much to gain from the
city.” Specifically, Dr.Toly says, learning
about the city can help students broaden
their critical learning and thinking skills
as they learn how to understand various
people and environments. It also provides
real-life opportunities for thinking about
issues of justice and learning through
service.

In addition to the curriculum, which
seeks to understand the city through
literature, theology, geography, sociology,
political science, economics, and
anthropology, students participate in a Dinesh D’Souza

(continued)
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S T U D E N T  N E W S  

Alumni Association Awards

Senior Scholarships

The Alumni Association selected four
students to receive Senior Scholarship
Awards for the 2009-2010 school year.
These students were nominated by
faculty and staff members and selected
by the Alumni Board of Directors.Their
awards were announced at Wheaton’s
Honors Convocation last spring.

Kendall Batten of Parker, Colorado, is a
dual major in international relations and
theology, and is earning a certificate in
HNGR (Human Needs and Global
Resources). Kendall is a past president of
the Student Global AIDS campaign and
has served as a member of the President’s
Task Force on HIV/AIDS. She has also
volunteered as an English as a Second
Language tutor through World Relief. In
addition to a HNGR small group,
Kendall has participated in discipleship

as “an opportunity to go back to first
principles, and try to discover not only
what we believe, but why we believe it.”
He encouraged Christians to “become
bilingual when we are speaking to
people who don’t share our assumptions.
Ultimately, Christ will be the victor.”

D’Souza’s lectures were co-sponsored
by The Billy Graham Center Institute
for Strategic Evangelism,The Center for
Applied Christian Ethics, and the 
Office of the Provost.The entire lecture
can be heard online at CACE’s website,
www.christianethics.org. It can be
viewed at CACE’s YouTube channel,
http://www.youtube.com/user/
cacewheatoncollegeil.

hopes to teach history, will study in
Wheaton’s M.A. in teaching program,
and plans to complete it in 2011.

Joellah Lutz, an anthropology major
from Izmir,Turkey, is one of four
student chaplains working in the
Chaplain’s office. Her many activities
include participation in the Chicago
Evangelism Team through the Office of
Christian Outreach; intramural sports;
Gospel Choir; and orchestra. She has also
worked at the Stupe. Joellah, who
completed the wilderness passage at
HoneyRock before her freshman year,
was part of a discipleship group with
the young women from her wilderness
passage group. She is also involved in
the HNGR program, and plans to
complete her HNGR internship in
Damascus, Syria. Joellah attends Church
of the Resurrection, and is active in
evangelism to students at College of
DuPage campus with another local

WHEATONnews

(seated, l to r) Matt Hsieh ’93, Chris Jahns ’82. (standing, l to r) Brandon Henderson ’10,

Joellah Lutz ’10, Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74, Toby Eng ’01, Caitlan McKinney ’10,

Kendall Batten ’10, Don Amsler ’58, Patty Klepack Mann ’82 

small groups at Wheaton and at her
church. Kendall is spending her HNGR
internship in Kigali, Rwanda, studying
reconciliation theology in the lives of
widows and orphans of the 1994
genocide.After graduation, she would
like to work with a Christian
development organization in Africa. She
hopes to study ethical theology in
seminary, and perhaps to teach overseas.

Brandon Henderson of West Lafayette,
IN, is a dual major in history and
secondary education. He is a member of
the orientation committee, has given
campus tours, led a discipleship small
group, and participated in intramural
sports. Brandon has been a volunteer
tutor with the Carol Stream Community
Outreach Center, and has also worked at
the Billy Graham Center Museum. He
attends Blanchard Alliance Church in
Wheaton.After completing his
undergraduate degree, Brandon, who

08

77058_IFC_15_Q6  8/11/09  10:26 AM  Page 8



W H E A T O N 9

church. She hopes to live and serve in
the Middle East after graduation.

Caitlan McKinney, an M.K. raised in the
Philippines, is a dual major studying
communication (concentrating in theatre
arts), and integrative Bible and theology.
A member of Lambda Pi Eta, a
communication studies honor society,
she has also participated in the American
Sign Language Club; the Zoe’s Feet
Dance Ministry; the International Justice
Mission Club; Global Urban
Perspectives; the WCF Publicity Team;
intramural soccer and volleyball; theatre
set and costume crew; and a discipleship
group. Caitlan has also worked in the
Wheaton College Bookstore. Caitlan is
interviewing with the Foreign Service,
and would like to pursue a career 
in diplomacy. She is also interested in
working for a nongovernmental
organization or a mission that fights
modern-day slavery.

0,

0,

On April 17, Jimmy

Newman ’10 takes 

a break from balancing

class assignments 

to slackline between

trees in the Quad. 

Slacking Off

Wheaton Recognized 
as a Best Buy

Wheaton College is one of 44 colleges and
universities featured as a Best Buy School in
the 2010 edition of Fiske Guide to Colleges,
a yearly guide for college-bound students
and their parents.

The guide awards the Best Buy School
designation based on the quality of
academic offerings in relation to the cost of
attendance. Researchers combine cost data
with academic and other lifestyle information
about each college and university to
determine which institutions offer strong
educational opportunities at a relatively
modest cost.

Senior Scholarship
Awardees and Alumni
Board Members
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in the Philosophy of Paul Ricoeur: A
Study of Hermeneutics and Theology; Is
There a Meaning in this Text? The Bible,
the Reader, and the Morality of Literary
Knowledge; First Theology: God,
Scripture and Hermeneutics, and 
The Drama of Doctrine: A Canonical-
Linguistic Approach to Christian
Theology. Vanhoozer’s fifth book,
Remythologizing Theology: Divine
Action, Passion and Authorship, will be
published by Cambridge University
Press in 2010 and Pictures at a Biblical
Exhibition: Theological Scenes of the
Church's Worship,Witness, and Wisdom
will be published next year by
InterVarsity Press. He has edited eight
additional books.

as students get to connect 
with others in the orga-
nization who might share
their ideas.And there’s 
the benefit of having your
ideas strengthened through
public presentation.”

Vanhoozer Joins

Theology Faculty

Dr. Kevin J. Vanhoozer, a
systematic theologian best
known for his contributions
to theological hermeneutics,
joined the Department 
of Biblical and Theological
Studies in July as the
Blanchard Professor of
Theology.

Dr.Vanhoozer, who
previously taught at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School,
has also been a senior lecturer
at New College, University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. He
received a B.A. from Westmont College;
an M.D. from Westminster Theological
Seminary; and a Ph.D. from Cambridge
University, England. He will teach in
the College’s graduate programs in
theology, and will mentor doctoral
students.

“We are grateful to God for His
provision of another excellent faculty
member to strengthen our work.We
look forward with real excitement to
Dr.Vanhoozer’s contribution to our
department and to the wider College,”
says Dr. Jeffrey P. Greenman, associate
dean of biblical and theological studies.

Professors in the department have
taught from many of Dr.Vanhoozer’s
books, which include Biblical Narrative

F A C U LT Y  N E W S  

Communication

Department Produces

Strong Scholars

Five students from the Wheaton
Communication department were
selected from a national pool of
applicants to present academic papers
at the annual convention of the
National Communication Association,
to be held in Chicago in November
2009.The NCA is a scholarly society
focused on communication scholarship
and education.

Dr. Ken Chase, chair of the
Communication department, said that
the number of students from Wheaton
presenting papers this year demonstrates
two of the department’s strengths.“It
speaks well of the departmental
emphasis on student research, since all
of these papers came out of our
research classes,” he said.“It also speaks
well to professor initiative in
identifying quality student work and
encouraging submission.”

The Wheaton students, who are
members of the communication studies
honor society Lambda Pi Eta, were
considered in a category with other
honors students from around the 
U.S. Students presenting papers are:
Meredith Bazzioli ’11, David Huther
’09,Ari Hyde ’10,Amy Keating ’10,
and Abigail Perl ’10.

Dr. Chase hopes the chance to
present their papers leads to additional
opportunities for the students.“This 
is an opportunity for professional
experience and connection—a resume
builder for graduate school, or for
employment,” he said.“Secondly, it’s an
intellectual networking opportunity,

WHEATONnews
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Men’s Basketball finished with a 26-4 record, ranking second 

in Div. III. The squad won its first CCIW Championship since 1998-99, and

first-ever CCIW Tournament title, advancing to the Sectional Semifinals 

of the NCAA Div. III Tournament. Kent Raymond ’09 and Andy Wiele ’09

were pre-season All-Americans, and Raymond, Wheaton’s second-all-

time leading scorer, was named an All-American and the CCIW’s Most

Outstanding Player for the third time. Tim McCrary ’12 was named

Midwest Region Rookie of the Year by D3hoops.com. Mike Schauer ’93,

M.A. ’96 became head coach after Bill Harris’ retirement.

Women’s Basketball finished 16-10, second in the CCIW.

Kathleen Fidelia ’09 earned First Team All-CCIW and All-Central Region

honors, becoming Wheaton’s first women’s basketball player to record 

at least 1,250 career points and 450 career rebounds.

Women’s Swimming won its 12th consecutive CCIW Champion-

ship in March. Jillian Morris ’11 was named Outstanding Participant.

Men’s Swimming finished second at the CCIW Championships,

and Jonathan Nitz ’10 swam the 100- and 200-yard breaststroke and the

200-yard individual medley in the NCAA Div. III Championships.

Men’s Track & Field  won fifth place at the CCIW Indoor

Championships, and finished fourth at the CCIW Outdoor Championships.

Vaulter David Larson ’09 earned All-American honors and placed sixth 

at the Div. III Outdoor Championships.

Women’s Track & Field placed fifth at the CCIW Championships.

Lisa Baumert ’09 finished 12th in the women’s 5000 meters at the 2009

NCAA Div. III Indoor Championships. Wheaton finished third at the CCIW

Women’s Outdoor Championships. Brandi McNeil ’09 became the first 

to win the CCIW Championship in women’s javelin for four years. She finished

second at the NCAA Div. III Outdoor Championships, earning All-American

honors for the fourth time. Stephanie Solari ’09 also competed in the javelin

at Nationals, where Michelle Cameron ’09 ran in the women’s 800-meter.

During her fifth competition in NCAA Championship events in two years,

Baumert placed 13th at Nationals in the women’s 5000-meter. 

Women’s Tennis won the CCIW Automatic Qualifier Tournament,

advancing to the Third Round of the NCAA Div. III Championship. 

Jordan Hook ’09 competed at the NCAA Singles Championships a fourth

year, joining Elizabeth Worsowicz ’12 in the NCAA Doubles Championships.

They earned All-American recognition as a doubles team. Hook concluded

her career with a 112-8 singles record, the fifth-highest win total in Div. III

women’s tennis history. 

Men’s Tennis  competed through an injury-plagued 6-11 season,

placing second in the CCIW standings, as Davis Moore ’10 earned 

All-Conference honors. 

Wrestler Toby Boltz ’09 (below) posted a season record of 31-12

and finished eighth at the 2009 NCAA Division III Wrestling

Championships, in addition to earning All-American recognition.

Women’s Golf earned its first bid to the NCAA Div. III Women’s

Golf Championships, finishing 15th. Brittany Bronson ’10 earned 

All-Region honors.

Men’s Golf finished third at the CCIW Championships, as Dan

Downey ’12 and Steven Moore ’12 each finished fourth. The team had 

two tournament wins, and seven top-three finishes.

Baseball  with a 23-19 record, tied its record for single-season

victories. For the first time, the team recorded consecutive 20-win

seasons and advanced to the championship round of the CCIW

Tournament. Pitcher Tim Urbanowicz ’10 set a school single-season

record for victories, earning All-Region honors. Shortstop Brian Kolb ’10

earned First Team All-Region honors, posting a 39-game hit streak, 

the sixth-longest in Div. III history.

Softball picked up 18 wins. Adrienne Munoz ’11 and Amanda

Mattocks ’12 earned All-Conference recognition. 

Water Polo posted an 8-15 record last season, and Heather

Crockett ’12 and Hannah Veldt ’09 earned All-Regional honors.

Men’s Wrestling  picked up six dual-match victories. In May,

former Olympian Jim Gruenwald became head wrestling coach.

http://athletics.wheaton.edu

WHEATONsports

Thunder Recap
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basketball programs in Division III.The
2008-09 team was second in the final
Division III poll, with a 26-4 record and
the third CCIW Championship in his
tenure.

“It took a special guy to come in and
do what Coach Harris was asked to do,”
says Nate Frank ’95, Bill’s first recruit.
Nate became Wheaton’s first All-
American since 1959, and later served as
an assistant coach.

Bill, a former marine with a master’s
in counseling, decided to become a
coach during doctoral studies in marital
and family therapy.“I saw that I could
impact more lives for the Kingdom as a
coach than I could in any other role,” he
says.“Coaching is such a real relationship
between the coach and the athlete. It is a
way to impact lives that few other
occupations provide.”

Kent Raymond ’08 is one of several

WHEATONsports

A Legacy in Lives

Coach Bill Harris retires after reviving a struggling basketball
program—and shaping young men’s lives along the way.

when Bill Harris became head coach of
men’s basketball in 1991,Wheaton’s pro-
gram had recorded five winning seasons
during the previous 19 years, and won its
last conference championship in 1959.

Yet Bill saw potential.“There was a
core group of about six or eight players
in that first year or two who just stuck
with it. I worked them really hard and
they never quit,” he says.

By the next year, the team had
finished third in the College Conference
of Illinois and Wisconsin.And in 1995,
when the team had its first NCAA
Tournament bid, there was another sign
of the program’s strength: “The seats my
wife had sat in for every game before
that point were taken, and the place was
packed.That is when I knew it was
turned around.”

When Bill announced his retirement
in March, he left one of the top

Coach Bill Harris “is a principled leader,” says former Thunder basketball player

Tony Bollier ’06. “His coaching philosophy was based upon his well-founded

belief that it was incumbent upon him as our coach to prepare us for life 

after Wheaton, not just the next game. Beyond that, he is a man of God with

great character, integrity, discipline, loyalty, and commitment.”

12
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players who talk readily about Bill’s
effect on his life.“Coach Harris’s great-
est influence has been his encouragement
to root my faith in the Word of God so
I can stand firm throughout the peaks
and valleys of life,” Kent says. Under
Bill’s coaching, Kent became a three-
time All-American.

“Everything he did was an investment
in his players and the program,” says
Tony Bollier ’06, who played guard for
the Thunder before working with the
administration of the NBA.“On the
court and off, from recruitment,
through your playing career, and into
life after Wheaton.”

Mike Schauer ’93, M.A. ’96 played on
Bill’s first two Wheaton teams, later
serving as an assistant coach.After
successful coaching stints at Eastern
University and Gordon College, Mike
now succeeds his mentor on Wheaton’s
bench.

“The professional impact Coach
Harris had on me is obvious,” Mike
says.“But the influence he’s had on 
my walk with Jesus, my marriage, and
my parenting is more subtle yet
exponentially more important to me.”

Bill has the highest winning
percentage of any men’s basketball
coach in Wheaton history, coached 10
of Wheaton’s 18 men’s basketball All-
Americans, and built a nationally ranked
program. But those aren’t the
achievements he values most.“Among
the things I am most proud of as a
coach are the continuing relationships
that I have built with former players,”
he says.“As a coach at a Christian
college, your legacy is the lives of the
players, who have been like your
children.”

by Brett Marhanka

9/19  Augustana 

9/19 North Central 

9/26  Luther 

10/3 at Illinois Wesleyan 

10/3 vs. Millikin (at Illinois 

Wesleyan)

10/9-10 at CCIW Championships 

(Bloomington, IL)   

men’s and women’s
cross country

9/4 at Elmhurst Early Bird

9/11 at Spartan Cross Country 

Classic

10/2 at Carthage Invitational

10/3 at Loyola (IL)

10/17 at University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh Invitational

10/31 at CCIW Conference 

Championship

11/14 at NCAA Midwest Regional

Championship

11/21 at NCAA Division III 

National Championships

men’s golf

8/31-9/1 at University of St. Francis

(IN) Invitational

9/25-26 at Bethel (IN) Classic

10/12-13 at Island Hills Invitational 

(Centreville, Mich.)

women’s golf

8/31-9/1 at University of St. Francis

(IN) Invitational

9/4 at Robert Morris Fall 

Classic

9/8 at North Central Cardinal 

Invitational

9/11-12 at Olivet Invitational

9/22 at Elmhurst’s “Lady 

Bluejay” Invitational

9/25-26 at Bethel (IN) Classic

9/28 at Carthage Fall 

Invitational

10/2-3 at CCIW Championships 

(Highland, IL)

‡ Matches played in the Bob Baptista Invitational

football

9/12 at Bethel (MN)

9/19 Concordia (WI)

9/26 Hope 

10/3 at North Park 

10/10 Augustana (Homecoming) 

10/17 at Millikin 

10/24 at North Central 

10/31 Elmhurst (Family 

Weekend)

11/7 at Illinois Wesleyan 

11/14 Carthage 

men’s soccer

9/1 Wabash

9/4 Luther ‡

9/5 Taylor ‡

9/11 at Calvin

9/12 at Hope 

9/16 Dominican 

9/18 Loras 

9/22 UW-Platteville

9/25 at Aurora 

9/30 at North Central 

10/2 at UW-Whitewater

10/7 Augustana 

10/9 Carthage 

10/17 at UW-Oshkosh

10/21 at Illinois Wesleyan

10/23 at Elmhurst 

10/27 North Park

10/30 Millikin 

women’s soccer

9/1 at University of Wisconsin-

Stevens Point

9/4 Carleton ‡

9/5 University of Puget Sound ‡

9/9 at Aurora 

9/12 at UW-Eau Claire

9/15 at DePauw 

9/18 Loras 

9/23 at Elmhurst 

9/26 Calvin 

9/29 at University of Chicago

10/1 North Park 

10/3 Hope 

10/9 Carthage 

10/14 at Augustana 

10/17 at University of Redlands

10/19 at University of La Verne

10/21 North Central 

10/24 at Millikin 

10/28 Illinois Wesleyan 

11/4 CCIW Tournament 

Semi-finals 

11/7 CCIW Tournament Finals

volleyball

9/4-5 at UW-Whitewater 

Tournament

9/8 at Lake Forest 

9/12 at Kalamazoo Tri-match 

with Trine

9/15 at Illinois Wesleyan 

9/17 Elmhurst 

9/19 Wheaton Thunder Quad

9/22 at North Park 

9/25 Thunder Invitational

9/26 Thunder Invitational 

9/29 Augustana 

10/2 at Beloit Tri-Match with 

Judson

10/6 at Carthage 

10/9 Rockford (Homecoming)

10/13 Millikin 

10/16 at Elmhurst Tournament

10/17 at Elmhurst Tournament

10/23 at North Central 

10/28 University of Chicago

10/30 at Benedictine Tournament

10/31 at Benedictine Tournament

11/3 CCIW Tournament Play-in 

Match

11/6-7 CCIW Tournament 

(Winners of 11/3 matches)

women’s tennis

9/2  Olivet Nazarene University 

9/5  at University of Wisconsin-

Whitewater 

9/5 vs. Concordia (WI) 

(at UW-Whitewater)  

9/8  at Elmhurst 

9/12  Carthage 

9/12  Judson 

wheaton thunder fall sports schedule

For a complete listing of the radio, video, and cable broadcast
schedule for football and soccer go to www.wetn.org.
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WHEATONview

In A Midsummer’s Night Dream Shakespeare interweaves four plots: the
court party, four young lovers, fairies, and rustics, and transforms them 
into something of “great constancy.” Within what frequently appears to be 
a sense of oscillations between conflicts and wholeness, there occur
transformations, created by the “poet’s pen.”

Following metamorphoses among mortals and fairies and numerous
reflections on dream, vision, imagination, and creativity, the audience can
hardly avoid asking questions on what is reality and what is illusion. Could it
be, as some Shakespeareans suggest, that the transforming creative
process becomes the subject as well as the technique of the play? 

Does Shakespeare ever fail to remember the transforming power of art?

Dr. E. Beatrice Batson M.A. ’47, Professor of English Emerita and scholar of Shakespeare

Photos by Dawson Toth ’10

. . . as imagination bodies forth
the forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen
Turns them to shapes and gives to airy nothing
A local habitation and a name.

14
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Amanda Reider ’10 played Hippolyta in Arena Theater’s fall 2008

production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, which was

directed by Professor Mark Lewis, with costume and scenic design 

by Professor Michael Stauffer ’70.
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Two members of Wheaton’s community

have proven themselves adept navigators

through the dynamics of economic globalization—and each, in

different ways, teaches others how to plot their courses. In this

conversation, Dr. Javier Comboni, the former finance minister of

Bolivia who is now the Jean and E. Floyd Kvamme Professor of

Political Economy and Director of the J. Dennis Hastert Center for

Economics, Government and Public Policy, speaks with Philip Foxwell

’80, whose Tokyo-based company, Foxmark Strategic Partners,

provides business services to companies entering the Japanese and

U.S. markets. Together, they discuss the international economy,

global trade, and the challenges of cross-cultural evangelism.

1 6 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

A conversation between two experts on global trade: 

World economies have been likened to the sea—full of energy and intrigue, fraught
with peril yet full of potential.  The process of economic globalization involves the
risks and rewards of profitably navigating the rapid changes, intercultural
considerations, and ethical challenges of international trade. While some businesses
can catch and ride the waves, others, caught off-guard, are swept away. 

16

Navigating cultural seas

T
h
e

 M
e

tr
o

p
o

li
ta

n
 M

u
s
e

u
m

 o
f 

A
r
t,

 H
.O

. 
H

a
v
e

m
e

y
e

r
 C

o
ll
e

c
ti
o

n
, 

1
9

2
9

 (
J
P

1
8

4
7
) 

Im
a
g

e
 ©

 T
h
e

 M
e

tr
o

p
o

li
ta

n
 M

u
s
e

u
m

 o
f 

A
r
t

77058_16_35_Q6  8/11/09  12:09 PM  Page 16



not believers understand a purpose beyond putting businesses together
profitably and creating jobs.

Comboni:  Your company helps businesses enter the

Japanese market. Generally speaking, how appreciative

are these companies of Japanese culture? 

Foxwell: Many American companies say,“Just tell us what to do, and
we’ll do it.” But there’s a growing understanding of Japanese culture—
and a growing understanding of the need to understand. Recently, an
executive asked if we could provide an orientation to Japanese culture.
He said,“We’re looking for a historical, cultural, and anthropological
perspective on Japanese culture, including the samurai and the
Bushido code of conduct, the bonsai gardens, and the connections
these elements have with the technological and fashion innovation in
Japan. Could you do that in a 45-minute session?”

We all laughed. But I’m pleased that they asked, because it shows
that they really want to understand Japanese culture.That increases
their opportunities for success.

Comboni:  Some have suggested that part of our current

economic crisis is rooted in the trade disequilibrium

between the United States and countries like Japan and

China. They say that the U.S. will need to negotiate a

balance that allows it to export more goods to these

countries. How open is the Japanese economy to U.S.

goods? 

Foxwell: After World War II, the economic mentality in Japan
focused on buying, assembling, and exporting products, largely
because Japan has few natural resources.

Over 20 years ago, when American businesses and manufacturing
plants were implementing Japanese management systems to increase
productivity, I worked with ServiceMaster’s health care division,
approaching hospital administrations in Japan about implementing

Dr. Javier Comboni:  You have an unusually deep

knowledge and understanding of Japanese culture. How

did that come about? 

Philip Foxwell: My parents [Philip, Sr. ’42 and Jane Buswell Foxwell
’41] were missionaries in Japan, and that’s where I grew up. One
experience had a large impact on my career choice much later.As a
kid, I’d go with my father every Wednesday to the tuberculosis
sanitarium to visit people like Ikehata-san, whom we called
“Mike”—a brilliant engineer.We’d talk for an hour, then my 
father would lead a Bible study. Over 11 years, we grew to know
him well.

At one point, a visiting family friend who was an American CEO
joined my father on that visit.The CEO talked about his business,
which fascinated Mike.Then the CEO shared how his faith and his
trust in the Lord undergirded his life, and guided his work.

By the next week, Mike had prayed to receive Christ.
My father jokingly said,“Mike, we’ve been talking for 11 years.

What happened to cause you to accept Christ now?” Mike said,
“Sensei, you’ve been a good friend, and continued to teach 
me, and the Holy Spirit has pulled on my heart. I don’t want to
offend you, but basically you get a salary to come here and talk 
about the Bible.This man is paid to do his business, yet he spoke so
clearly of his trust in the God of the Bible, and that really 
impressed me.”

As I observed that, I thought, maybe I’ll come back to Japan 
and be a missionary, but I’ll do business.And that’ll be my bridge to
the Japanese people.

Comboni:  It sounds like you are describing a sense of

business as mission. I felt a similar calling when I

became the finance minister of my country, Bolivia. 

Foxwell: Our company is not made up totally of Christians.
But I hope that the Christian influence helps my partners who are 

W H E A T O N 1 7

Beyond Borders
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ServiceMaster’s management systems.They were surprised at first:
“Are you kidding?”We were going the opposite direction of the trend,
but eventually we got the business.

Around that time, there were three big trade issues, as American
companies were trying to bring oranges, U.S. beef, and Motorola cell
phones into Japan. Through good trade and diplomatic measures,
U.S. beef became very popular in Japan, and we now drink Tropicana
orange juice every morning. Of course Nokia and Motorola have their
cell phones there, but beef has had a setback!

America and American ideals are very popular in Japan.This of
course includes Hollywood and American brands. While Japanese
exports to the U.S. still exceed U.S. imports into Japan, there is an
increasing openness.

Comboni:  Markets are far more intermingled than they

once were. Different components of a product are

manufactured in different places, and services are often

provided from different sources. What have you observed

in your work? 

Foxwell: There are a number of businesses we’re involved in where
the manufacturing of the U.S. brand is completed in Japan. Some
others export from the U.S. into Japan, and others are more service
oriented, bringing their knowledge to Japan.

Comboni:  What’s an example of the kind of project that you

have brokered in Japan?

Foxwell: Recently, we restructured the snack food business of PepsiCo
in Japan by selling Pepsi’s Frito-Lay Japan business to a Japanese snack

Philip Foxwell ’80 (above left), and Dr. Javier Comboni (right).

1 8 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

Another significant obstacle is language-based. You can’t sim
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Americans spoke against Japanese cultural practices in ways that caused
many Japanese to feel that becoming a Christian meant abandoning
their families and their culture. Some Japanese Christians have been
disowned. In Japan, we need a Japanese theology, so to speak, that
recognizes the cultural nuances and embraces them, carefully drawing
the theological lines where they need to be drawn, but not needlessly
omitting Japanese values.

Comboni:  What other cultural elements make it difficult to

share the gospel in Japan?

Foxwell: Another significant obstacle is language-based.You can’t
simply talk about “God” and “sin” and assume a common meaning.
There are millions of Shinto gods, and Buddhism technically doesn’t
have a deity. So, you really have to say Creator God, the God of 
the Bible, or I say,“Lord God Jesus Christ.”

“Tsumi,” the Japanese word for “sin,” is the word for “crime.” So,
if you quote Romans 3:23,“All have sinned and come short of the
glory of God,” to a typical Japanese person, that sounds like:“You have
all broken the law and you’ve fallen short.”And they will respond,
“Well, I haven’t broken the law.” In a culture with low crime and 
a high value on ethical correctness, that language doesn’t make sense.
Another thing blocking Christianity is that evolution is taught across
the board and is taken for granted.This can lead to a sense of
meaninglessness and purposelessness, and detracts from any natural
preconception of a deity who desires relationship.

There’s also difficulty accepting absolute truth. Several months ago,
my company was in final negotiations with a major Japanese company
on a contract we’d been working on for several months.We were

food company, with PepsiCo taking 20 percent equity in the newly
combined business.This was a milestone event for the two companies
and got great news coverage in both the U.S. and Japan.These 
closing events always boost our credibility and put our name out there
for other companies to contact.

Comboni:  It seems that many cultural and spiritual

elements of the environment in Japan make it a difficult

place for evangelism. How do you see that?

Foxwell: I’ve observed that many of the Christian families in Japan,
and younger Christians, had a Christian influence in their schooling.
When they have children, they decide they want their children nurtured
in a Christian way, and that’s how many have become believers.

Overall, the number of Christians in Japan is low, with most
assessments coming up with less than 1 percent.According to a recent
Gallup Poll, 5 or 6 percent of Japanese people who are asked about
their religious affiliation will respond with “Christian.”That statistic
describes people who are sympathetic to Christianity.There are others
who are believers, but who are not church members (and thus 
go uncounted). Still others are not true followers of Christ but were
married in a Western-styled “church wedding.” Shinto and Buddhism
are the dominant religions, but many people practice them out of 
a sense of cultural obligation or respect for family members.

After World War II, General MacArthur encouraged Americans to
come and rebuild Japan. Many good, loving missionaries were among
these, and there’s a lot of gratitude toward them. Still, Christianity 
was viewed as a Western religion rather than a Japanese one.There are
a lot of Western-styled Japanese churches.Additionally, some North

W H E A T O N 1 9

n’t simply talk about God and sin and take a shared meaning for granted. 

Beyond Borders
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knew they shared a desire to combine compassion with

international business.

Nathanael was immediately on board. A missionary kid

who grew up in Taiwan, he had witnessed firsthand how an

economy with a working business can help a country and

its people prosper.

“Nonprofit organizations are wonderful, but when people

are used to free handouts, they develop a reliance on

them,” Nathanael says. “We wanted to create something

by Christy Heitger

It’s common to hear appeals for individuals to give money

to relief efforts in developing nations. While he appreciates

the value of these appeals, Preston Winter ’02 is taking

another approach—one that encourages economic

development through an information technology venture in

two African countries.

“Investing our money in Africa offers Africans the

potential for a bright and dignified future,” says Preston,

who majored in International Relations.

During the summer of 2004, Preston completed a three-

month internship in Rwanda, and befriended a local

entrepreneur named Jules Munyampeta. Soon after the

internship ended, Jules asked Preston for his support in

starting up a business called Rwanda Dimension

Technology, or RD Tech. Jules’ vision was to create a

company that would sell a variety of IT equipment and

provide associated services and maintenance. 

Over the next five months, Jules and Preston developed

a business plan. Preston invested his own money and

sought additional venture capital from family and friends

who had both business savvy and a passion for third-world

countries. The first person he called was Nathanael Brice

’03, who had majored in economics. Both Preston and

Nathanael had participated in Wheaton’s Human Needs

and Global Resources (HNGR) program. Though Preston

had served in Chile, and Nathanael in Uganda, Preston

sitting together, about 10 people negotiating in Japanese, and the other
company wanted the contract worded in a way that allowed a kind 
of tax evasion.While it wasn’t illegal, it also wasn’t an honest way of
doing business. I kept objecting, and we kept going around and
around.As we broke for lunch, the general manager of the division of
this company suddenly blurted out, in English,“Foxwell-san, we
Japanese do not have contract with God.”

I said,“What?”
And then he laughed and said,“Listen, I know where you’re coming

from.You’re American.You like things a little more black and white.
We like a little more wiggle room.”

Although I hadn’t spoken to him about God directly, he knew 

from several parts of the discussion over the months that I am a
Christian. And he was making it clear that we had different cultural
and moral concepts of right and wrong, which gave me a great
platform for further discussion with him.

At the same time, there are a lot of wonderful things happening in
Japan. I’m on the board of Japan Church Growth Institute, which
provides a two-year leadership development program for church
pastors.About 80 percent of the growth in the Japanese church is
coming through the churches whose pastors have attended the Institute
over the past 25 years—and the churches they plant.

There are some wonderful pastors who are really seeing some great
tangible evidence of God’s work.A number of them have backgrounds

2 0 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

Investing in Africa
Alumni combine a profitable business with economic development for Rwanda.
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companies hold on to old computer systems longer than

normal, forcing Preston and Nathanael to find new

suppliers for used computers.

“For a while there, we were concerned about our future

viability,” Preston says of RD Tech’s recent challenges.

“But God made a way.”

The business, which now employs 20 people, has

increased in sales, profits, and investors each year since

its beginning. Its value has increased to $215,000, enabling

Jules to open a second office in Burundi, a country just

south of Rwanda. 

Each of these alumni expects to continue investing in

Africa. “I feel like my whole life God has been leading me

in this direction and equipping me with the skills and

passion to work in Africa,” says Preston, who hopes to

eventually expand RD Tech’s business model into new

businesses and new countries.

Nathanael also foresees a future in Africa.

“Growing up, I saw the value of serving the poor and

looking to see what you can do to help those who need it,”

Nathanael says. “I treasure the experience of growing up

in a different culture, and I’d like that for my children.” 

Nathanael credits Wheaton’s Dr. Paul Robinson, who

directs the HNGR program, and Dr. Norm Ewert, an

economics professor, for helping to ignite his passion for

developing countries.

“The Lord had a pilot light going inside my heart,” says

Nathanael. “And those mentors provided the fuel to get it

going.”

(left to right) In January 2008, Nathanael Brice ’03,

Preston Winter ’02, and Jules Munyampeta were in London

on a business trip to meet with some of their suppliers.  

that was sustainable so that Africans would benefit in the

long-term.”

By September 2005, Preston, Nathanael, and Jules had

raised $54,000 to start the business in Kigali. They

decided to focus on computer sales for both the business

and the educational markets, supplying Rwandan schools,

NGOs, and other companies with affordable, high-quality

new and refurbished computers from Europe, the U.S., 

and Britain. 

As with most business ventures, the partners faced

challenges—like the three-month shipping time it takes for

a 40-foot container of computers to reach Rwanda from

the United States or Britain. Theft during shipping was also

an early problem. During the current economic recession,

maintaining a supply has been more difficult as Western

in business, and were saved in their thirties.These pastors understand
their congregations well, because they’ve grappled with the issues that
Japanese businessmen face.

Comboni:  What are some elements of Japanese culture

that America and other cultures should especially respect

and emulate? 

Foxwell: Japan is a country with a small land mass and few natural
resources, where a relatively small number of people have enjoyed more
success than failure, largely due to hard work, collaboration, and
innovation. Its ecological technology is among the best in the world.
Japan is very stable, and its people have always been resourceful and

found solutions to the country’s crises.
One of my favorite illustrations of how Japanese and American

cultures differ comes from a study of kindergarten classes in the two
countries. Researchers instructed the children to draw pictures of their
families.The researchers noticed that the Japanese children would 
look at each other’s work, discussing what they were doing the whole
time, and their pictures turned out very similar.The American kids did
not collaborate at all, and their pictures were all different.

That cultural difference—of individualism versus collectivity—affects
everything from our political and financial systems to the way we
approach faith. I think both countries benefit in the cases where they
combine each other’s strengths and recognize each other’s points of view.

W H E A T O N 2 1

Beyond Borders
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Experience the Middle East as it’s rarely
pictured–looking over the shoulders of civilians
once employed by the U.S. government.
Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran. The news is filled with reports on the service

of our military, and the activities of U.S. businesses and nonprofits

in these war-torn nations. 

Seldom mentioned are Americans who work with the U.S.

government in many countries of the Middle East—from Morocco to

Yemen. They are the foreign affairs and press officers, doctors,

counselors for agricultural affairs, and others who are building

relationships and extending diplomacy across cultural, religious,

and linguistic barriers every day. 

Students of culture, these men and women offer rare insight into

intriguing places and people often viewed only from a distance.

Three of our own Wheaton alumni present this kind of unique

perspective, each having served in different countries and in

completely diverse roles. 

Over diplomatic shoulders

“
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health care facility in Al Ain, the United Arab Emirates, served 
there for 15 years, and were recognized by that government with
lifetime achievement awards. Pat Kennedy also received Wheaton’s
Distinguished Service to Society Award in 1996.

Profoundly affected by his parents’ example, as well as by theologian
John Stott’s powerful sermons on reaching the Muslim world through
health care, Scott says,“When I travel now, it’s amazing to hear about
the Spirit’s work through my parents that is just coming to fruition
now—some 40 to 50 years later.”

For Scott and Nora, family life overseas has had its privileges—seeing
the pyramids every day while stationed in Cairo; overlooking the lights
of Jerusalem from their home in Jordan; and dining in Nairobi with
Chief Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, to name only a few. But it has not
been without significant challenges.

Everyone seems to be writing memoirs these days.
But if anyone could write a memoir for a wide audience, it’s Dr. Scott
Kennedy ’77, who while serving overseas as a Regional Medical
Officer, traveled to more than 110 countries. In fact, his fondness for
Arab culture led him to serve in each Arabic-speaking country from
Morocco in the west to the Sultanate of Oman in the east.

While overseas, he provided medical services to Presidents Jimmy
Carter, Bill Clinton, George H.W. Bush, and George W. Bush, as well as
to many other U.S. government officials.

Of all these U.S. dignitaries, the ones who impressed the doctor the
most were Secretary Colin Powell and President George W. Bush,
whom he says have similarities many do not know.“Both met people
warmly, and were approachable, affable, and would take time to talk to
everyone.”About President Bush he adds,“He was well-read and
compassionate. He would avoid publicity by slipping out to visit the
injured in the hospitals.As a doctor, this touched me deeply.”

As a regional director, part of Scott’s job involved traveling and
creating a network of doctors in different countries who could relate
to U.S. patients. Living and working in the Middle East, Scott says,
“Nothing works without first developing solid relationships with
people—it doesn’t matter if you are in business, politics, or medicine.”

Scott and his wife Nora both grew up overseas, the children of
missionary doctors.After meeting in the United Arab Emirates, the
couple both felt drawn to international service.They have since served
tours in Kenya,Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Egypt.

Scott’s role models for diplomacy are his parents, Drs. Burwell “Pat”
’48 and Marian Kennedy.The elder Kennedys started the first modern

Dr. Scott Kennedy ’77

Former Regional Medical Officer for U.S. Embassies in

Kenya, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Egypt

Nothing works without first developing solid relationships

with people—it doesn’t matter if you are in business,

politics, or medicine.” 

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

“

Read their stories of life in the Middle East and, along the

way, glimpse the work of the U.S. State Department in this

still intriguing and often misunderstood area of the world.

Beyond Borders
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Dr. Scott and Nora Kennedy celebrate son Matthew's graduation in

Egypt with their four boys.
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Growing up in Illinois, Roberta Rossi M.A. ’79 was captivated
by her Italian grandparents and their stories about their homeland.
Hearing about faraway people and places prompted her lifelong
fascination with other cultures.Though she started out at NBC News
Worldwide, after 19 years in journalism she changed careers, working as
an aid worker with various nongovernmental organizations, and later as
a press officer and then a foreign affairs officer with the U.S.
Department of State, accruing all the while, enthralling stories and
experiences of her own.

Roberta, with her master’s degree from the Graduate School’s
communication program, worked as a journalist until 1998 when, she
says, she made a “deliberate decision to stop chasing stories.” She
decided to focus her energy instead on promoting what mattered the
most to her: her faith, the plight of the poor, and her country.This
focus is what led her to jobs in nongovernmental organizations, in the
U.N.’s World Food Programme, and with the U.S. government.

“We live in an increasingly polarized world,” Roberta says.“Being out
there, living and working with people who may not have had the same
advantages in life broadens one’s perspective. It helps me stay grateful
and challenges my assumptions about life, God, and purpose.”

In 2005, Roberta was assigned to Iraq, working at the U.S. Embassy
in Baghdad as a press officer. In the summer of 2008, she served as a
state department political advisor to the U.S. military in Afghanistan,
working to assist community leaders as they “aligned international
assistance with the needs of the local people.” Roberta visited several
reconstruction teams made up of aid workers and Afghan nationals. She
was able to witness the impact of agricultural and construction projects
on the people living in war-torn lands.

“The overall mission of the U.S. and the coalition is to help the
government in Afghanistan develop a stable country, strengthen the
rule of law, and deter and prevent terrorism within its borders,”
Roberta says. She has been heartened by recent changes she has
witnessed, including more economic and educational opportunities for

women in the country.
“It is encouraging to see signs of change—

girls of all ages streaming out of school in
the afternoons, and women journalists,
provincial council members and even police
officers,” Roberta says, noting that still more
equality and economic opportunity for
women in the country are needed.

Though she currently makes her home
base in Washington, D.C., Roberta 
reflects that working in Afghanistan and Iraq
required her to rely fully on God’s
protection and grace.

“My faith helped bring stability and a
foundation to the otherwise unstable and
unpredictable day-to-day life,” she says.

2 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

In Yemen in May of 1994, Scott remembers the sky suddenly filled
with light.“It was like we were at Disney World, except instead of
streaking fireworks, these were MiGs [fighter jets] and anti-aircraft
artillery,” he says.A tense time of conflict between north and south, this
unrest led to three months of separation for the Kennedy family, and
stands out as one of the most terrifying moments of their years of
service—even given the fact that Scott was the first State Department
doctor to enter Iraq after the beginning of the war in 2003.

Despite weathering times of political unrest, living overseas has
helped the family cultivate a deep sense of appreciation for the history,
people, and culture of other lands.This appreciation is evident in the
book Scott and Nora coauthored: Yemen—A Pictorial Tour. An avid
birdwatcher and photographer, Scott’s coffee-table-worthy tome
highlights Yemen’s distinctive beauty.

Professionally, Scott says the time spent overseas changed his approach
to medicine.“I’ve become less of a scientist and more of an artist,” he
says, emphasizing the importance of relationships even when it comes to
well being.“Treating patients just with medicine often wasn’t going to
solve the problem, so I would end up doing house calls,” he says, noting
that the humanitarian side of living overseas can be complex.

In January, Scott left the State Department, and the family returned
to the United States, where Scott has established a “low key” family
practice.With diplomacy running through his veins, he has agreed to
consult with the government of the United Arab Emirates to 
address rising obesity rates, and says he also plans on “keeping in touch
with scores of dear doctor-friends in the Middle East.”

Roberta Rossi M.A.’79

Former State Department Foreign Affairs Officer, 

American Embassies in Baghdad, Afghanistan, and Beirut,

U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq

We live in an increasingly

polarized world. Being out

there, living and working with

people who may not have had

the same advantages in life

broadens one’s perspective. 

It helps me stay grateful and

challenges my assumptions

about life, God, and purpose.”

by Jennifer Grant ’89

“

“
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James Smith ’92

Former Counselor for Agricultural Affairs, 

U.S. Embassy, Baghdad 

I wouldn’t say I chose to go into commodity

trading consciously because of my Christian

faith, but I do see the whole realm of creation

as redeemed by Christ and any work can be

a service to God.”

by Jennifer Grant ’89

As an early supporter of the war with Iraq, James felt he should
travel to the country.“I knew it would be easy for me to voice my
support from Washington, but by going to Iraq myself, I felt I was
taking responsibility for the position I held,” James says.“The decision
to go to war is such a profound one and when it’s made, you have to
be aware of the need to make peace and reconciliation with the
country when the war is over.”

In 2007 James partnered with an Iraqi business associate to create a
company to bring needed food supplies to Iraq.“The Iraqis,” James says,
“have suffered tremendously over the past few decades through wars
and sanctions.” He says that his efforts, first with the Bush administration
and now in his business, to bring food supplies to Iraq is an effort to
stabilize the country and will serve Iraq when the war ends.

“Iraq is a country in great need of food given the fast-growing
population and the devastated agricultural infrastructure,” he says.“My
work involves the delivery of food to the people there. I wouldn’t say 
I chose to go into commodity trading consciously because of my
Christian faith, but I do see the whole realm of creation as redeemed
by Christ and any work can be a service to God.”

James says his faith plays an active role in how he conducts business
in the Middle East.“At work we often hear of other people engaging
in corrupt activities, or are requested to engage in similar activities
ourselves.” In this environment, many people might justify such
activities as being “just the way it’s done here.” But James says,“I’m
reminded that if we build our business on such a model, all proceeds
that we accrue would be tainted, and I would be guilty and in need of
absolution before having a reconciled relationship with God.”

James Smith ’92 has journeyed far from the idyllic hamlet 
of his youth. James’ family has owned a farm near Shelburne Falls,
a village on the Deerfield River in Massachusetts, for several
generations, and James has a house in town. Since 2003, however,
he has missed most of the concerts and festivals that mark time in this
New England town, as he has been living a world away, first in
Baghdad and presently in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Just after graduation from Wheaton, the political science major
returned home to Massachusetts and began reporting for the Cape
Codder and the Springfield Union-News, but a few years later relocated
to Washington, D.C., to begin a new career. From 1995-2003, James
worked in the U.S. Congress, initially as an intern in Representative J.
Dennis Hastert’s ’64 office.

Not long after the start of the war with Iraq, James left D.C. to work
for the Bush administration in Baghdad. He served with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture from 2003-2006, helping American farmers
sell wheat in the region. For many years, the Iraqi people received 
food only through the United Nations.While working for the USDA,
James helped to facilitate the transfer of power from the UN to the
Iraqis, regarding food commodities.

“Prior to working for the USDA, I didn’t even know that it had 
a diplomatic agency.Their mission is to help American farmers find
markets for their products around the world,” James says.“For me,
having grown up on a farm, I was very happy to serve there. It was
quite fulfilling to think I was helping people much like my father.
I have a dream of returning to our family farm at some point, though 
I am still pretty far removed from it.”

W H E A T O N 2 5

“

Beyond Borders

25

77058_16_35_Q6  8/11/09  1:43 PM  Page 25



iPhone,Therefore I Am? To what extent should Christians embrace new media? 

when Rene Descartes wrote the words, "I think, therefore I
am," he attempted to locate an unshakable foundation for
human knowledge. For many today, however, this foundation is
being shaped by new media, including mobile digital devices,
web-based social networks, and virtual worlds. For some,
“iPhone, therefore I am,” truly might come closer to the truth.

Most of the communication practices popular today didn’t
exist even 30 years ago.The first text message was sent in 1992,
and by 2006 texting became an $81 billion industry. Social
networking applications began on the web in 1994. In a single
month today, more than 45 million people send 5 billion
messages through chat and social networking sites.

When you subscribe to one online social networking tool,
you’ll get this message: “Using Twitter is going to change the
way you think about staying in touch with friends and family.”

If digital communication is altering our life, then we must
ask: Is this change desirable? Is it right to participate in such a
change?

Bryan Campen ’05 and Dr. Read Schuchardt are ideally
suited to speak to these questions.Assistant professor of
communication at Wheaton, Dr. Schuchardt is a sought-out
lecturer on the ways media technology alters daily life. He has
published influential articles and is the founder and publisher of
Metaphilm, a film interpretation site. He blogs irregularly, as he
says, on True/Slant. He is also one of the only media professors
in the country who does without a television, computer, cell
phone, or video game system at home, believing that the best
way to understand media is to keep your distance.

Bryan Campen is the founder of blueair.tv, a new media
consultancy that crafts strategy and mounts productions for
nonprofits, artists, and corporations. Recently he directed and
produced the online installation of 77 Million Paintings by U2
producer Brian Eno, in partnership with The Long Now
Foundation. He has created a blog about this debate at
machinestops.wordpress.com, blogs regularly at
blog.longnow.org, and carries an iPhone—but believes
moderation is key—even where new technology is concerned.

Maybe you don’t know 

a text from a tweet, 

or perhaps both are part

of your daily routine. 

For everyone who texts,

tweets, or has too many

friends on Facebook—as

well as for those who

don’t plan on joining the

digital revolution—the

Center for Applied

Christian Ethics (CACE)

sponsored a debate last

March, exploring not only

how Christians should 

use new media, but 

also examining the

consequences—good and

bad—of our changing

communication systems.

This article springs from

that debate.

by Dr. Kenneth Chase, chair of communication  
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online to share stories and solve problems, both everyday and
exceptional.

But much more valuable uses are also emerging. One
Saturday morning last February, I drove to pick up my wife
and child from the doctor's office.A text message from my
brother popped up on my phone.The night before, Philip
Rizk ’04, a friend and Wheaton classmate, had been kidnapped
by the Cairo secret police.A documentarian and peace activist,
Philip had kept a blog and marched in protest against the
Israeli siege of Gaza. He disappeared along with six others that
same day in what appeared to be a larger government effort to
quell public dissent within Egypt.

I suggested that my brother contact a young man who had
used Twitter to alert friends and escape after his own arrest in
Egypt last year.This young man, immediately concerned,
created freephiliprizk.org, a website to gather news about
Philip.At the same time, a loose network of friends around the
world texted one another and coordinated a group on
Facebook to raise awareness.This group spiked from a handful
of people to 5,000 within one day. Supporters gathered
thousands of signatures online to petition for Philip’s safe
release as dozens of friends circulated press releases to major
media outlets.

Philip was freed within about 72 hours.
This case is exceptional, but it is one example of what most

critics ignore: The ability to quickly collaborate with large
numbers of people means that new media can address real
problems in ways not possible even a few years ago.

As I write, major newspapers and TV networks have been
silenced in Tehran, Iran, following mass protests related to the
disputed election of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.The
big story is that the State Department has asked Twitter to
remain open.The reason? Twitter, famous for the narcissism
and inanity of its users, has emerged as a conduit through
which thousands of Iranian citizens, including supporters of
the opposing candidate, Hossein Mousavi, update the outside
world with text, photo, and video.

New technologies can only mature and improve as people
develop better uses—as in the cases of both Philip Rizk and
Iran’s citizens. I believe Christians can and should use new
media with compelling vision for the future.

Christians use new media for entertainment, for
friendship, and as a way to connect in real life.While some
criticism of new media is justified, it’s important to
acknowledge the profound role it has begun to play in human
relationships and world events. Unlike traditional media, new
media travels in two directions.All social networks provide
space to comment or forward posts, share stories and
experiences, and communicate with one another.

And, it turns out, new media formats have allowed
Christians to provide solutions to real-life problems. People
who know each other well or have never met at all congregate

W H E A T O N 2 9

? 

Christians can and should use new media
not only to build friendships,
but also creatively to solve problems 
or impact events.

by Bryan Campen ’05

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  

Proverbs 29:18

pro

29

77058_16_35_Q6  8/5/09  6:30 PM  Page 29



once is when you are all alone.The irony is that social media
often requires anti-social behavior.
■ New media require constant attention.There are only 16 hours
in each waking day. Electronic mass media now takes up between
10 and 12 hours of that day, depending on whom you ask.This
converts you from a producer of real goods to a consumer of
symbolic goods.
■ New media tend to be primarily image-based rather than
word-based, and as such, tend to make us into secondary images
of ourselves.We are creatures and images, meant to reflect the
goodness and glory of God. New media tend to make us into a
copy of a copy in our use of them, rather than into a more
authentic original.This may be why the primary use of
bandwidth for men is pornography and why the primary effect
on women is insecurity over body image.With visual media,
everyone is constantly trying to live up to the external standards
imposed by the medium’s expectations.The camera adds 10
pounds, so we take off 20 to look normal.
■ New media reverse the relationship between producer and
audience. In the old media world, a few dozen media producers
attracted millions of viewers; in the new media world, a few
million producers attract dozens of viewers. Rapidly we approach
a world in which we each have a fan base of precisely ourselves.
I’d read your blog if I wasn’t so busy writing my own.
■ Having evolved to take up more than half of our waking life,
new media now require their own biorhythms.Thus, the newer
the medium, the more breath-like the content, which is why cell
phone calls, texting, and twittering are easily characterized as the
grunting and call-response communication of sign-use, rather
than the complex language of symbol-use. Rather than
spiritualizing us, these uses tend to ape us. How can your first life
have meaning if you don’t also have existential status in second
life?  Because the medium demands constant content, this
naturally tends to become the content of the producer’s brain, an
externalization of our own consciousness.The artificial
intelligence we seek may be our own.
■ New media tend to increase the vices that war against our
virtues.Among these are narcissism, solipsism, instant gratification,
indifference, empathy fatigue, procrastination, laziness,
desensitization, and boredom.A man mowing the lawn cuts a
much better figure than a man watching YouTube videos.

If time is the one commodity we’ve all been given, then
perhaps there are more valuable ways to spend it than by seeing
ourselves replicated, multiplied, and accelerated in the electronic
ether.We have biblical permission to make use of all new media,
along with everyone else. By applying wisdom in the use of these
media, so that ours is characterized as a beneficial use, Christians
might be better witnesses to a world mesmerized by the thrill of
digital navel-gazing.

The biblical pattern of idols described in Psalm 115 is
applicable to much of our world of media and technology: we
become what we behold.

In order to understand a new medium or technology, you have
to step outside of it for long enough to see what effect it has on
the individual or culture that uses it. In the case of our
increasingly hyperlinked, portable, always-on media, a few
patterns have become clear:
■ New media disembody us.They tend to remove us from our
awareness of our own bodies, and thus our own bodies’ rules,
restraints, and requirements.This has an effect on health, obesity,
fidelity, intellect, and existential satisfaction. For humans, this is
bad enough; for Christians who believe in the Incarnation, or the
Word made flesh, this disincarnating effect is the precise opposite
of what we should strive for in the world.
■ New media substitute real virtue for virtual reality.When you
have 358 friends on Facebook, you are, by definition, a shallower
friend than when you have five friends in real life.And with your
Facebook friends, the only time you get to be with all of them at
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The negative consequences of new media may
outweigh the positive for many Christians.

by Dr. Read Mercer Schuchardt, assistant professor of communication

“All things are permissible; not all things are beneficial.”  1 Corinthians 10:23

30

77058_16_35_Q6  8/5/09  6:31 PM  Page 30



n

h

,

e

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
CAMPAIGN  REPORT AUTUMN 2009

the Promise goal — 78% fulfilled

A new science center, faculty-to-
student mentoring, a renovated arts
building, evangelism, an addition
for Edman Chapel, endowed
scholarships—these are just a few
of the ambitious initiatives set out
by the unprecedented $260-million
Promise of Wheaton campaign. 
wheaton.edu/promise

$201,773,064 given to date*

52% of undergraduate alumni have given

$123,500,000 given by alumni

74 households have given 
$500,000 or more, 

totaling 63% of gifts and pledges

137 new endowed scholarships

$25,000,000 given by 
businesses, foundations, organizations

*as of July 22, 2009
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shape the 
whole
student 
for Christ

keep
Wheaton 
affordable

campaign
total

provide 
excellent 
academic 
experience

*Total received as of 6.30.09 includes $4.2M in undesignated funds.

gift/pledge*   initiative                   campaign goal

$ 44.8 M The Sciences / New Science Center $84 .0 M

$ 13.3 M The Arts / Adams Hall and Edman $24 .0 M

$ 13.4 M The Library / Hastert Center $14 .0 M

$ 2.9 M Faculty-to-Student Mentoring $18.0 M

$ 0.2 M Beyond-the-Classroom Learning $ 3.0 M

$ 1.1 M Evangelism $ 2.0 M

$ 21.8 M Endowed Scholarships $30.0 M

$ 23.5 M The Wheaton Fund $27.0 M

$ 45.7 M Planned Giving $40.0 M

$ 35.1 M Other purposes $18.0 M

$ 201.8 M The Promise of Wheaton campaign* $260.0 M

giving summary 

Edman Chapel
Addition

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O NT H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

Also on the program was Trustee David Gieser ’71, who likened John to King

Josiah, for his role in bringing the Scriptures back into the world of music through

Soli Deo Gloria, Inc., the nonprofit organization he cofounded to encourage

composers and conductors to promote the great sacred works of our time.

During the ceremony, percussion major Matthew Tanaka ’09, who transferred to

Wheaton because of the passion and quality of its music students and

Conservatory professors, thanked donors on behalf of present and future students.

He said, “The space finally matches the strength of the program.”

Three times the size of the former rehearsal room, the John and Anita Nelson

Instrumental Rehearsal Room has been acoustically engineered to

accommodate Wheaton’s large ensembles. The addition, an initiative of 

The Promise of Wheaton, also provides dressing rooms for visiting artists, and

much needed offices, studios, and storage.

You Hold The Promise
New Rehearsal Room Named at Its Dedication
Distinguished American conductor John Nelson ’63 and his wife, Anita Johnsen Nelson

’64, returned to Wheaton as the honored guests at a ceremony on April 4, 2009,

marking the completion of an 8,000-square-foot addition to Edman Chapel, and the

dedication of the new John and Anita Nelson Instrumental Rehearsal Room.

Speaking at the event, John, who is the honorary director of L’Ensemble Orchestral 

de Paris, credited Wheaton music professor Dr. Rolf Espeseth with igniting 

his desire to pursue a career in music.

But it was to Anita that he paid the most touching tribute, saying, “I make 

music at the level that I can because there is a fire that comes from inside, and a

great deal of that comes from her. She is my inspiration.”

John Nelson’63 paid tribute to his wife,

Anita Johnsen Nelson ’64 at the

dedication ceremony for the new John and

Anita Nelson Rehearsal Room (pictured at

right). After serving as music director of

L’Ensemble Orchestral de Paris for 10

years, John recently stepped down from

the leadership, but will return to conduct

annually as honorary director. Edman

Chapel’s completed addition also includes

needed practice rooms (left and right).
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youholdThePromise

If you all don’t act as Christian leaders, who will?” 

Amy Dehnel ’08 remembers hearing these words in class as a
freshman at Wheaton. They changed the course of her studies, and
still inform her career decisions today. “I see myself working to fight
the injustice that faces less fortunate people around the world,” says
this first-year law student at Emory University in Atlanta.

An English and Bible/theology double major, Amy credits her
Wheaton professors with “equipping students intellectually,
spiritually, and practically to make a difference.”  She joined the
Wheaton Associates this year, and says, “Although I don’t have
much to give right now, I want to do what I can to help because I
think it’s beyond important for Wheaton to continue its work of
staying committed to Christ and providing a top-notch education for
the future Christian leaders of this world.”

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON

To learn more, contact:
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise 
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving

“

What? Inspiration.

Dean of the Conservatory Dr. Michael Wilder described the completed project as a

“Kingdom resource,” as well as a “gateway for the entire Wheaton College community.”

It is a gateway sure to welcome more of the world’s outstanding musicians like John,

who has conducted orchestras from New York to San Francisco, as well as

international orchestras from the Royal Philharmonic to the philharmonics of Japan,

Shanghai, and Hong Kong.

Over the last 11 years, John has also invested in the lives of Wheaton’s students,

conducting the combined choirs and Symphony Orchestra in the performances of 

four sacred masterpieces. He plans to return in October 2010 to conduct Mahler’s

Resurrection Symphony,

as part of Wheaton’s 

150th anniversary

celebration.
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(left foreground)

Josh Lawrenz ’10

Biology 2009 conference, where he and

five others presented findings of their

research into the preventative effects of

omega-3 fatty acids on pulmonary fibrosis.

The hope is that this research will

ultimately help cancer patients prevent a

life-threatening complication from a

commonly used drug. 

Led by Applied Health Sciences Chair 

Dr. Richard Baybutt, Josh and his research

group met regularly every Thursday

morning last year to read and discuss the

latest articles on the effects of omega-3s. 

Sound like any other college? 

Perhaps. But there’s more. On Thursday

mornings, the group has also been reading

through the Book of James. Instead of

working with teaching assistants on an

absent professor’s research, Josh has spent

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

Next Stop . . . Medical School
The Wheaton pre-med advantage.
In the whirl that is life for a premed student

completing his junior year, Josh Lawrenz

’10 finished his finals, took the Medical

College Admission Test (MCAT) a month

later, and then began filling out applications

to medical schools. 

Only a few weeks before the semester’s

end, Josh also attended the Experimental

Science 
Center

T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

many one-on-one hours with his professors.

“At Wheaton, the focus is on undergraduate

learning rather than on a professor’s need to

publish,” Josh says. “I feel like I am being

prepared for a medical career not just through

learning the science, but also by going

deeper, and thinking about the motivating

foundation of it all—serving God.”  

Wheatie Wannabe
A heart for a science center?
The chief of the department of

cardiovascular surgery at Children’s Hospital

of Michigan in the Detroit Medical Center

has performed innumerable heart surgeries,

including many heart transplants, during his

16-year career. 

Why is this incredibly busy man (also

professor of surgery at Wayne State

Greener Days Ahead
How will Wheaton’s new science building
make use of today’s technology for a 
green tomorrow? 
Wheaton’s new science center will meet Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver standards for
sustainable, renewable building practices. These national
standards, developed by the U.S. Green Building Council,
involve several environmentally friendly design elements,
including the orientation of the building, which maximizes the
use of natural light. Building materials have been chosen to
provide improved insulation, and high-efficiency filtration will
improve the indoor air quality.

•

•
•
•

•
•

Special beams—signed by students, faculty, staff, the administration, donors, and other friends—have 

been installed within the Science Center’s framework. Present at one of the beam-signing 

ceremonies (photo, far right; l to r): President Duane Litfin, Business Manager Stephen Mead, Provost 

Stan Jones, Professor Ray Lewis, Dean Dorothy Chappell, and Architect Bruce Koenigsberg.

3 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

A few of the other energy-efficient design elements include:

Sunshade devices and overhangs with high-performance glazing 
to control direct sunlight and reduce solar heat gain.

Clerestory windows to allow natural light to reach interior spaces.

Low-flow plumbing fixtures to reduce water use by about 30 percent.

Two types of energy recovery systems to reduce the cost of
conditioning the air in labs, where a large amount of air exchange 
is required.

Native prairie landscaping that won’t require irrigation or watering.

Lighting controls and design features, including high-efficiency
fixtures and automatic shutoffs based on occupancy schedules,
which will reduce energy consumption.

These building features will result in future savings, according 
to Jeff Oke, senior engineer with KJWW Engineering Consultants.
“We predict, based on the preliminary energy models, that 
the facility will consume between 22 and 25 percent less energy
than a similar building designed to meet minimum 
code requirements,” he says.
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University School of Medicine) making

time in his demanding schedule to serve

on Wheaton’s Medical Sciences Project

Committee?

One reason is that Dr. Hal Walters

appreciates what he observed in the

educational experience of his daughter,

Hannah ’09.

“I would have liked to have gone to

Wheaton and not only had the superb

academics, but also the Christian

environment,” Dr. Walters explains. “My

daughter has such an advantage.” 

Hannah, who majored in psychology,

plans to pursue graduate study. “She’s

really developed a great grasp of 

that body of knowledge, and I see her

having a meaningful impact in people’s

lives as a result,” Dr. Walters says.

youholdThePromise

Wheaton is one of the few schools in the country that has been
faithful to its Christian convictions,” says Dr. Blanca Gonzalez. When
she and her husband, Dr. Justo Gonzalez, both anesthesiologists,
began visiting colleges with the first of their three children, they were
impressed by the encouraging atmosphere of faith-filled professors
and students at Wheaton. 

Their children Angelica ’01, a social worker; Justo ’02, an
anesthesiology resident; and Beka ’05, who works in special events
at the New York Botanical Garden; chose Wheaton for differing
reasons, but each left with rich friendships and deepened faith. 
A communication major, Beka says, “Wheaton gave me a solid
academic foundation as well as the discernment to seek out good
fellowship and community now that I’m out on my own.”

Though their children have graduated, Blanca and Justo remain
Wheaton Associates. Says Blanca, “We know Wheaton, like
everyplace, has its share of problems, but we also know it has been
a blessing to many—including our children. We want to support
organizations that will benefit future Christian teachers and
professionals here and in the rest of the world.”

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
To learn more, contact:
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise 
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving

“

What? Principles.
Greg, Mary Belle, Will ’11, and Andrew ’13

Another reason he joined the MSP

Committee? “I’m impressed with the

plans to make the new science center

not just a building into which you can

cram the sciences, but also a second-

to-none resource that will facilitate

teaching and research,” he says. 

“When tomorrow’s students visit

Wheaton College, they won’t have to

give up a Christian education in order

to have better science facilities.”

rs.
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Dr. Hal Walters
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ALUMNIassociation

Alumni Faculty Grants awarded for 2009-10
Daniel Block (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Lynn Cooper (Communication)

Brett Foster (English)

Joonhee Park (Art and Communication)

Fred Van Dyke (Environmental Studies)

Paul Wiens (Conservatory of Music)

Science Division Block Grant for Faculty/Student 

Summer Research

Faculty Missions Project 2008-2009
Andrew Brulle (Education)–South Africa

Jeffrey Greenberg (Geology and Environmental Science)–Kosovo

Chris Mitchell (Wade Center)–Kenya

Joonhee Park (Art and Communication) –Mongolia

Richard Schultz (Biblical and Theological Studies)–Hong Kong

For Scholarships in their 
Senior Year of 2009-10
Kendall Batten

Brandon Henderson

Distinguished Service Awards 2008-09
For Distinguished Service to Society
Dr. Greg Livingstone ’62, M.A. ’68 

Sally Coltman Livingstone ’62 

For Distinguished Service to Alma Mater
Dr. Dean E. Arnold ’64  

Junior Faculty Grants awarded for 2009-10
Keith Johnson (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Beth Felker Jones (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Henry Kim (Sociology & Anthropology)

Stephen Lovett (Mathematics)

Jennifer McNutt (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Joonhee Park (Art and Communication)

Each year the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors awards financial and nonfinancial

grants and awards to faculty, students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow from 

the annual Wheaton Fund, which also supports every faculty member’s salary and every

student’s academic program.

Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors Row 1: (l to r) Don Amsler ’58, Adonya Seldon Little ’90, Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

(Executive Director), Bob Dye ’73 (Past President), Matt Hsieh ’93 (President), Tim Stoner ’82 (President-Elect), Mark Dillon (Vice President for Advancement and

Alumni Relations), Lauren Pfister ’08, Jad Jabbour ’07. Row 2: (l to r) Linda Rensink Perciante ’77, Chris Perciante ’78, Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80, David Patterson ’53,

Toby Eng ’01, Doug Ambler ’90, Adam Phillips ’96, Kirk Farney, MA ’98, Egil Anderson ’61, Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74, Jane Hatfield Erickson ’78, Mary Ashley

Miller ’69. Not pictured: Mer Crow ’57, Chris Jahns ’82, Patty Klepack Mann ’82, Norm Mindrebo ’80.

annual report 2008-09
wheaton college alumni association

Joellah Lutz

Caitlan McKinney

3 6 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9
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Alumni Relations

Vice President for Advancement

and Alumni Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Alumni Association

President

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

President-Elect

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Past President

Robert D. Dye ’73

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49

Alumni Trustee Representatives

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Robert D. Dye ’73

Board of Directors

Serving through 2009

Donald S. Amsler ’58

Egil H. Anderson ’61

Jad Jabbour ’07

Adonya Seldon Little ’90

Christopher M. Perciante ’78

Linda Rensink Perciante ’77

Serving through 2010

Douglas Ambler ’90 

Mer Crow ’57

Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 

Christopher Jahns ’82

Patty Klepack Mann ’82

Norman Mindrebo ’80

Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 

David Patterson ’53

Lauren Pfister ’08

Serving through 2011

Joel Ayee ’09

Tobias Eng ’01

Jane Hatfield Erickson ’78

Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74

Mary Ashley Miller ’69

Adam Phillips ’96

O may all who come behind us find us faithful /
May the fire of our devotion light their way / May
the footprints that we leave / Lead them to believe.

Inspired by the words of Steve Green’s hymn, Mer ’57 and Marti
Jackson Crow ’56 invested in the lives of Wheaton students,
including their grandson, Todd VanKirkoff ’13. Thanks to their
generosity, the Mer and Marti Crow Music Annex of Edman
Chapel will serve both Conservatory students and the campus as
a whole for generations.

Between them, the Crows have had careers spanning everything
from nursing and modeling/television (Marti), to social work,
corporate management, and university teaching (Mer). A dynamic
pair, Marti enjoyed watching her grandson’s school perform one
of the four musicals for which she has written lyrics, while Mer
has testified before Congress on the need for funding for 
children’s mental health issues.  

Though they have diverse interests, the couple shares a world
and life view that was shaped at Wheaton. Says Marti, “We feel
confident that we’ve placed our money where it should be, For
Christ and His Kingdom.” 

OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON

What? Legacy.

To learn more, contact:
800.525.9906 or visit: www.wheaton.edu/promise 
Give online at www.wheaton.edu/giving

youholdThePromise

Kosovo

Kong

Send us
your
nominations 
for Alumni 
Board 
members
All alumni are invited to

suggest qualified

candidates for the Wheaton

Alumni Board of Directors

by submitting an online

form to the nominating

committee. The committee

will take into account 

class year, vocation,

gender, ethnicity, and

demonstrated commitment

to Wheaton. Job

description and nomination

forms can be obtained 

and submitted online at

alumni.wheaton.edu.
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ALUMNIweekend save the date 
for Homecoming 
October 9 &10
Classes Celebrating Reunions
1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004

Join us for a weekend full of memories, friends,
and fun. Class reunion events, Thunder sports,
outdoor BBQ with activities for kids, Homecoming
Chapel, Conservatory Concert, and much more.

The Alumni Association will honor:
Dr. David E. Johnston ’65 as Alumnus of the Year
for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater

alumni.wheaton.edu

1 2

Alumni Weekend

1. Alumni Association President-Elect Tim

Stoner ’82 with Dr. Stanley Olson ’34, celebrating

his 75th reunion. 2. President Duane Litfin

speaks at the All-Alumni Spring Luncheon.

3. For Alumni Weekend, Charlotte Truesdell

Marcy ’35 and her daughter Pearl Marcy ’59 

flew in from Honduras, where they serve as

missionaries. 4. President Duane Litfin and

Alumni Association President Dr. Matt Hsieh ’93

honor the 2009 Alumni of the Year for

Distinguished Service to Society—Sally Coltman

Livingstone ’62 and Dr. Greg Livingstone ’62,

MA ’68   5. Stanley Chamberlain ’59 (right) visits

with George Lebo ’59, a fellow physics major.

5

3 4

3 8 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

M I K E  H U D S O N  ’ 8 9  A N D  C R A I G  T A Y L O R
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Will your class rise to the challenge?

To celebrate Wheaton’s 150th anniversary, every class is challenged to 
increase its giving percentage over last year. Any size gift makes a 
difference. When Wheaton is ranked among peer institutions, or considered for 
foundation and corporation grants, alumni giving percentage is an 
important factor. But most important, your gifts help Wheaton College 
stay strong and true to its mission, unchanged since 1860.

All gifts between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010, count for 
the challenge. Special recognition will be given to classes whose giving
percentage is most improved and who have the highest percentage. 
Will you help your class rise to the challenge?  

youholdThePromise
THE PR MISE OF WHEATON
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Cindra hopes that Wheaton Connect,
a new online community launched in
July, will lead to more stories as
Wheaton’s 40,000 alumni create
connections between job-seekers and
employers.

Today’s economy is the worst the
world has seen in decades, so Wheaton
connections can make all the
difference for graduating seniors and
other alumni.The new alumni
website, alumni.wheaton.edu, allows
users to post resumes and detailed job
search information and to create
personalized profiles that merge
information from LinkedIn and
Facebook profiles. It also provides
opportunities to mentor fellow alumni
and to offer internships.The site’s
utility grows with the number of users
who post information and job
opportunities.

“There is no lack of enthusiasm
among Wheaton alumni for
connecting with and helping one
another,” Cindra says.“Our new site
connects the Wheaton community
online in ways that can’t be found
elsewhere.We have a built-in
community of people looking out
for each other.”

irector of Alumni Relations 
Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82
loves to hear stories like that of
Kyle Shaw ’99.

Several years ago,Tim Stoner ’82
interviewed Kyle for a trading 
assistant position with Chicago-
based fund manager CMT Asset
Management, where Tim is a vice
president.

Tim was already impressed with
Kyle, and a quick call to one of his
references—Wheaton football coach
Mike Swider ’77—led Tim to offer
Kyle the job.

“Coach Swider’s endorsement spoke
volumes about who Kyle was,” says
Tim, president-elect of Wheaton’s
Alumni Association.“Because of our
Wheaton connection, I could easily
learn more about his character.”

Kyle moved quickly up the ranks,
becoming an IT manager in CMT’s
Frankfurt and London offices.When
CMT closed its London office, Scott
Casto ’87, one of CMT’s founders,
used his contacts to connect Kyle with
his current job at trading house Mako
Global.

While Kyle’s story is a great example
of networking the old-fashioned way,

WHEATONalumni

4 0 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9

Wheaton Connect
A revamped alumni website offers new tools for networking.

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

d

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 
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In addition to its career develop-
ment applications,Wheaton 
Connect allows alumni to be
informed of College news and
events, to enter updated news for the
Class News section of Wheaton
magazine, to post photos, and to sign
up for reunions and Wheaton Clubs.
It can create connections between
alumni who are moving to new
cities, or reignite friendships between
old roommates and friends.Alumni
can also use the site to share prayer
requests, or to set up group pages for
teams, dorm floors, and ministry
groups.

Cindra hopes the revamped site
encourages alumni to build strong
relationships with Wheaton and 
with one another.“I wish I could 
sit and have a cup of coffee with 
each of our alumni,” she says.
“But we can, in a virtual way, be 
a community of encouragement
wherever we are scattered across the
world.”

Tim agrees.“The world’s smaller
than we think sometimes,” he 
says.“This tool will allow Wheaton 
alumni to connect readily and
effectively with each other.”

W H E A T O N 4 1

I think the ‘Wheaton
connection’ gives me a
frame of reference
with those people I
share it with. We can
jump in at a different
level. You start with
more common ground,
whether it’s faith or
simply that shared
experience that helps
with relationships,
both personal and
business.”

Kyle Shaw ’99

Log on at alumni.wheaton.edu 

See how Wheaton Connect can
help you . . .

find alumni through the
improved online directory

search for jobs and career 
networking opportunities

highlight your professional
experience through your mentor
profile and resume

join a discussion or start a new
topic on the message boards

create and share photo albums

connect with alumni through
various groups

share your news with a class
note

browse classifieds listings

chat with other alumni online

**IMPORTANT** 
Register today at

alumni.wheaton.edu! 

Select “First Time Login” to 
get started.

All visitors to the site since 
July 1, 2009, will go through the
brief account activation process.
If you had an account on the
previous alumni community, you
should still select “First Time
Login” to reestablish your login
information.

“

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•
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Row 1: (from left) Robert Frederich Sr., Elizabeth Kuhn Peck, Shirley Ranney, Fran Avery, Walter Dunnett, Dolores Dunnett ‘51, Donald Stoner, Laurel Stoner. Row 2:

Clarence Bass, Royal Peck, Joe Ranney, Dallas Avery, John Cummer, Claudia Mitchell, Bob Mitchell, Bob Blaschke, Betty Blaschke ‘51. Row 3: Sadie Lemon Blomberg,

Dave Blomberg, Shirley Adler Evans, Lois Pomeren Reichenbauch, Ginny Piepgrass Loptson, Gordon Loptson. Row 4: Rachel Van Loon Williams, Forrest Williams, M.

Neil Williams, Carol Miller Potratz, Lillian Williams, Florence Anderson, Charles Anderson. Row 5: Ralph Reisler, Danny Gardner, Carolyn Johnson, Bob Nelson. Row 6:

Jim Patterson, Clement Bilhorn, Betty Farrell Poppinga Nelson ‘50. Row 7: David Howard, Jaer Mayhall, Carole Hoekzema Mayhall ‘48, Don Anderson.

Row 1: (from left) Jack MacDonald, Virginia Anderson Gengor, Julie Gerig, Dick Gerig, Gloria Anderson, Gerry Brown Myers. Row 2: Ellen Bowler Hedstrom, Miriam

MacDonald, John Buyse ’50, Marjorie Look Buyse, Barbara Crail, David Crail, Joanne Churchill Page, Grant Anderson, Bill Myers. Row 3: Ralph Hart ’55, Carolyn

Hart, Betty Gardner, Janet Piper, Thomas Piper. Row 4: Jack Swanson, Zondra Lindblade Swanson ’55, Lil Madsen, Peggy Schoenherr, Roy Shaffer. Row 5: Robert

Madsen, Odette Wilson Acuna.

W H E A T O N 4 5

Row 1: (from left) Janice Stockburger Shallenberg, Virginia Jenkins Muir, Gertrude Kellogg Gammon, Dorothy Madsen Jensen.

Row 2: Bob Baptista, Raymond Saxe, Vivian Saxe, Kathryn Hess Feldi, Charlotte Wallen, Lowell Wallen.

reunion class 1944: 65th

reunion class 1949a: 60th

reunion class 1949b: 60th
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IN A CULTURE some work in the order’s publishing company,

Cowley Publications. They also travel on mission

trips throughout North America, the British Isles,

eastern Africa, and the Holy Land.

The brothers interact with the community by

offering spiritual retreats at nearby guest homes

and opening worship services to anyone who

comes to the monastery chapel. Their focus on

one task at a time is an effort to counteract the

modern tendency to juggle several tasks at once,

which, he says, can prevent people from recog-

nizing the immediacy of God’s presence.

“Do one thing at a time,” he says. “Take time to

savor your life, one moment at a time. This is

called ‘being there.’ Jesus comes to us as God

Emmanuel, God with us. Jesus will really be pre-

sent to you in the real present.”

Brother Curtis remembers wanting to be a monk

as a young boy. He recalls his time at Wheaton as

an exhilarating period that gave him a sense of

God’s grandeur. He knew then that he wanted to

work with people.

After he had prepared for a career in clinical psy-

chology by earning psychology degrees from

Wheaton and Michigan State University, his boy-

hood longing to enter monastic life returned.

Following his graduation from seminary, he was

ordained in the Episcopal Church in 1984, and

was received into the SSJE in 1987.

Brother Curtis’s days focus on helping his broth-

ers and others grow in their understanding of

God’s nearness. “Begin each day with the amaze-

ment that you are yet alive, and that you may

have as much as one more day to know God, and

love God, and serve God,” he says.

alumni news
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God’s Real Presence in Real Time
Community,
silence, and
focused work
make this
alumnus
conscious of
God’s love

Brother Curtis Almquist ’74
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that relies on a steady flow

of words, Brother Curtis Almquist ’74 spends

hours of each day in silence.

In a time when one’s ability to multitask is a mea-

sure of success, he performs one task at a time,

discerning the voice of God in focused work.

In an age when technology allows people to be

virtually present with others, he has chosen to live

in authentic community.

An ordained Episcopal priest, Brother Curtis says

this life—of quiet, deliberate, other-centered ser-

vice—is the way God has called him to live as an

obedient witness to His presence. He is Superior

of the Society of Saint John the Evangelist (SSJE),

a monastic community in Cambridge,

Massachusetts, where he lives with 23 men who

keep vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience.

Brother Curtis says the foundation of the monks’

life is prayer and “walking in the presence of

God,” often in silence.

“The monastic life is a culture of silence,” he says.

“It’s not that there’s nothing to be said, but it’s that

there is so much to be heard.” He adds that

silence allows people to hear God’s voice and

sense His love.

Because of this shared belief, the brothers’ lives

together are shaped by the rhythms of silence and

daily prayer. The brothers “sing their lips open” at

6 A.M. morning prayer, then speak only as needed

until 9 P.M., when they are again mostly silent.

Noonday prayer, Evening prayer, Compline, and

the celebration of the Eucharist serve as intervals

within the brothers’ daily work. SSJE brothers

teach and minister to prisoners and the sick, and
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“THE GIFTS IN LIFE don’t necessarily show

up in the packages that we would have chosen for

ourselves,” says Dave Wolf ’86, with fresh 

perspective born from losing everything—and

rediscovering what matters most.

Last November, wildfires swept through the

canyons of Santa Barbara, destroying Dave’s home

and 220 others, as well as one third of the

Westmont campus.

The head men’s soccer coach at Westmont College

for the last 18 years, Dave, his wife Jill Barber Wolf

’89, and their five children, evacuated their home

with nothing but one file of important documents.

“The entire house burned to the ground. We could-

n’t salvage anything—no family movies, no pic-

tures,” he says.

Dave and his brother, Philip ’92 grew up in

Wheaton, the sons of the late Dr. Herb Wolf  ’60, Old

Testament professor at the College for many years

and recipient of the Alumni Association’s 2001

Award for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater.

As kids, both Dave and Philip played soccer. And as

students at Wheaton, they were mentored by

Coach Joe Bean, who made headlines when he

retired after 38 seasons, as the winningest colle-

giate men’s soccer coach in history.

“Joe Bean is a big part of why I ended up in soc-

cer,” says Dave. And brother Philip adds, “His

Christian witness was a big thing for me. His son

was my best friend, so growing up watching him

live and coach was a great example.”

Last November’s fire gave the Wolf brothers 

a chance to put all they learned from Coach 

Bean into practice—and to become examples

themselves.

The fire roared through just two days before

Dave’s Westmont team was to battle brother

Philip’s Azusa Pacific team for the Golden State

Athletic Conference Championship, and a spot in

the NAIA tournament. Philip’s team, the defending

national champions, were ranked number five in

the country and could have asked Westmont to

forfeit the game.

Instead not only did Azusa Pacific reschedule the

game, they opened their dorms to Westmont’s soc-

cer team, and offered anyone from Westmont who

traveled to the game free admission, as well as a

free meal.

And then Dave’s Westmont team won. The upset

and the unusual circumstances prompted a cover

story in the sports section of the LA Times, titled

“Soccer Game Helps Westmont College Rise from

the Ashes.”

Though his team didn’t win, Philip was quoted, “At

the end of the day, that title can burn up and those

rings can melt away. Sports are about relation-

ships, family, brotherhood.”

The story of that one game went across the coun-

try, an illustration of what great sportsmanship

looks like, and afterward Dave’s team continued to

rally around their coach, going all the way to the

national quarterfinals.

Today, Dave’s house is being rebuilt, and the

rebuilding process is also underway on Westmont’s

campus. Dave says, “You hear about loving your

neighbor all the time, but it was very humbling to

experience God’s mercy and provision through His

people when we were hurting as a family and as a

campus community. ”

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90 
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From the Ashes
A California
wildfire puts the
sportsmanship
and valor of two
alumni soccer
coaches into the
spotlight. 
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Philip Wolf ’92 (left) is now

the assistant men’s soccer

coach at Southern

Methodist University, while

brother Dave Wolf ’86

remains head coach of

men’s and women’s soccer

at Westmont College.
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with handwritten entries—to do the accounting for the

Camara [the local government],” remembers Mark. This

quaint practice had a significant drawback: the World

Bank and other aid groups would not lend money for

development unless the government could demon-

strate how the money was spent. Enter Mark.

“I created applications for human resources, property

taxes, and accounting databases, and then I trained local

officials to use them. Some of my applications became

models for other regions, too,” he explains. “With their

expenses automated and easy to track, the government

became better positioned to receive more aid.”

Mark also helped get the Cape Verdeans online. “I was

there when the fiber optics were just being connected.

I trained and supported locals in the early days of their

internet use.”

By waiting until they were 10 years into their careers to

sign up for the Peace Corps, Mark and Anne stepped in

with a range of skills to complement their desire to

serve. But good timing was not the only thing that

enabled Mark to contribute to development in Cape

Verde. SMP (Kenya, ’85) and HNGR (Kenya, ’87) gave

him an expanded view of the world and an “itch” to

work overseas. Those experiences also eased the tran-

sition into the realities of third-world living.

“We faced frequent bouts with illness, low standards of

sanitation, and inconsistent electricity,” remembers

Mark. “And we grew very thankful for running water,

which we were lucky to have.” Yet despite the hard-

ships and all that he offered to the Cape Verdeans,

Mark speaks like he received more than he gave.

When you show interest, the Cape Verdeans get really

excited, he says. “The people there are passionate; they

get in your face, hug you, and invite you into their lives.

“I’m glad Anne and I could go through that together,” he

reflects. “It keeps the memories alive.” The hospitality,

the cultural immersion, the development projects—

even the faith of the fisherman that Mark and Anne

spent two years living among—remain close to his

heart. “We learned a lot,” he says, “and we’re glad we

had the chance to serve there.”

by Chris Blumhofer ’05

alumni news
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Africa 3.0

SMP, HNGR,
Peace Corps:
how one
alumnus offered
his skills in
Africa

THE 4,000-MILE TRIP to Santo Antao,

Cape Verde, was only the beginning of Mark

Dombrofski’s journey. When Mark ’88 and his wife,

Anne, joined the Peace Corps in 1997 to help with

community development projects on that small

island-nation, they also stepped into a place and

time far from their own. They were 400 miles off the

west coast of Africa. The culture and language were

a mix of West African and Latin, the legacy of the

slaves and the Portuguese colonists who first popu-

lated the islands. The technology was—by the stan-

dards of the late 1990s—primitive.

But Mark and Anne dived in. They learned

Portuguese, then one dialect of Creole, then an

entirely different dialect. Mark, whose specialty was

in computer software, arrived to find that locals used

computers as no more than glorified typewriters. He

set out to develop computer applications and train

local officials. Anne undertook projects that helped

nongovernmental organizations develop their

fundraising, planning, and administration.

A lot changed during their two-year term. “When I got

there, they were still using books—literally, books

5 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 9
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Drs. Gary Burge, Lynn Cohick, and Gene Green

’76, M.A. 77, professors of New Testament  
The New Testament in Antiquity:
A Survey of the New Testament within 
Its Cultural Contexts
(Zondervan, 2009)
An introduction to the New Testament,
with insights into the Jewish, Hellenistic,
and Roman historical and cultural
contexts that influenced N.T. authors.

Dr. George Kalantzis,

associate professor of theology, editor
The Sovereignty of God Debate
(Cascade Books, 2009)
Lectures given to the Forum for
Evangelical Theology about God’s
sovereignty and its relationship to
evangelical theology, with responses from
theologians, including Kalantzis and
Professor Vincent Bacote.

Dr. Roger Lundin ’71,

Blanchard Professor of English
Believing Again: Doubt and Faith in a
Secular Age   
(William B. Eerdmans, 2009)
An exploration of the emergence of
unbelief in the 1800s, examining how
novelists and poets including Dostoevsky,
Dickinson, Melville, and Auden portray 
the tension between faith and doubt.

Dr. Roger Lundin ’71,

Blanchard Professor of English, editor
Invisible Conversations
(Baylor University Press, 2009)
Critical reflections on the role of
religion during the course of literary 
and intellectual history.

Dr. Walter A. Elwell ’59, M.A. ’61,

professor of Bible and theology emeritus
The Hendrickson Topical Bible
(Hendrickson Bibles, 2009)
A New International Version study Bible
highlighting thirteen essential doctrines in
the Bible in an easy-to-follow format.

Recommended Reading 

from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 
individual research and publish books and articles.  
Here are some of the more recent books.

Trinitarian Theology for the Church

(InterVarsity Press, 2009) 

Dr. Daniel Treier and Dr. David Lauber ’89, associate professors 

of theology, co-edit this collection of essays from the 2008 Wheaton

Theology Conference. Wheaton colleague Kevin J. Vanhoozer

and nine other theologians contribute essays based on themes

related to Scripture, community, and worship. Topics include 

reflections on the claim that God speaks; debates over “social 

trinitarianism”; a discussion of the implications of trinitarian 

doctrine for worship practices; and others.

Order Trinitarian Theology for the Church and any other faculty

books from the Wheaton College Bookstore: online,

www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone, (630) 752-5119; or by writing

Wheaton College Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

William R. Holstine,

assistant professor of military science
Faithful Stewardship: A Financial Planning
Guide for the Christian Soldier
(Holstine Publishing, 2009)
A scripturally-based guide to educate
soldiers on proper financial management,
including investments, budgeting,
insurance, stewardship and tithing, and
portfolio management.
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Chicago. But, in another sense, he had
actually met Jesus.

He had, in a very common yet sacred
way, met the Jesus who creates us all in
His image and dearly loves the forgotten
in this world—the poor, homeless,
overlooked, and outcasts of society. He
had met the Jesus who taught and
modeled that whatever we do for the
least of these, we do to none other 
than Him.

Ben Lowe ’07 is the author of Green
Revolution (IVP 2009) and co-coordinator
of Renewal, a grassroots network committed
to equipping this student generation in the
compassionate stewardship of all of God’s
creation. He has a degree in environmental
studies from Wheaton College, and his work
is based out of Chicago, Illinois.

before boarding.
Later that day I heard about their

conversation. I was relieved that this was
a lighthearted story because the last time
Jeremy met someone interesting on the
street, a man took all his money at
gunpoint.

“I wonder if Mike is delusional and
really thinks he’s Jesus, or if he was just
messing with you?” I asked.

“I wondered about that, also,” Jeremy
replied.“But then I remembered what
we were discussing last night, about Jesus
not merely ministering to the poor, but
actually ‘being the poor.’ In some way,
whether he realized it or not, I think
Mike had a point.”

Jeremy was right, of course.
In one sense, he had met Mike Garcia,

a homeless man on the streets of

eremy Williams, one of my
roommates in Chicago, met Jesus
at the bus stop one chilly
Monday morning last October.

He was waiting, as he did every
weekday, for the bus to his college on
Chicago’s south side.That morning, two
homeless men were also there, talking in
subdued voices.

Without warning, the one named Gary
burst into laughter.“You won’t believe
it,” he declared.“This guy is Jesus!”

Turning to the man-who-was-
supposed-to-be-Jesus, Jeremy asked,“Oh,
cool, what’s your last name?”

“My name,” he replied,“is Mike Garcia
. . . but I am Jesus Christ.”

The sincerity in his voice made Jeremy
wonder if Mike really believed his claim.

Mike interrupted these thoughts asking,
“So, hey, how old are you anyway, 17?”

Jeremy replied,“Actually, I’m 22.”
“Really? No way, you look so young!”

burst out Gary, clearly the more
outspoken of the two.

“Is that a good thing?” Jeremy asked.
“Yeah,” affirmed Mike-who-thought-

he-was-Jesus.“I’m 45, but I look much
older than that.”

“No way,” countered Gary.“You’re
Jesus.That makes you at least 2,009, and
you’re looking pretty good for that age!”

Gary turned back to Jeremy, and the
conversation shifted to how Gary lost his
towels because city workers had
unexpectedly cleaned out the bridge he
sleeps under. Sometime during the 
chat, Mike disengaged and drifted down
the sidewalk. Soon after, the bus came
and Jeremy said a quick goodbye to Gary

W H E A T O N 5 9
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Jesus at the Bus Stop

alumni

by Ben Lowe ’07

How is Jesus present with us today?

J
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create a new, improved, transhuman
species, called H+.

With such fantastic possibilities, many
find it hard to discern what’s legitimate,
and more importantly, what is worth
pursuing. For some Christians, science
presents an added challenge, as scientific
truth can appear to be at odds with 
closely held religious beliefs. Biological
macroevolution is often assumed as an
explanation for the origin and develop-
ment of life on earth, with no apparent
necessity of a Creator.A large number of
planets orbiting stars other than our own
have recently been discovered, raising the
possible consideration of life beyond earth.
Finally, mathematical “Theories of Every-
thing” like String Theory purport to be
the ultimate description of our existence.

Getting back to the test questions—
number one is false. Science operates by
falsification; no theory can ever strictly be
proven true, only false. Number two is
true, as it is inevitable for any activity
performed by humans. If you answered
both questions correctly, you are more
literate than the average citizen.

Unfortunately there is no shortcut to
true scientific literacy, but the need is clear
for a well-informed Christian dialog, for
scientists and lay people, to help guide
society toward a bold new future.

Dr. Stewart M. DeSoto ’88 recently
completed his Faith and Learning paper,
“Spiritual Progress and Technological
Eschatology” and a chapter for
Nanomaterials for Energy Storage
Applications. He uses NMR to characterize
Metal Organic Framework materials 
with possible application to automotive
fuel cells. He and his wife, Laura Drach
DeSoto ’88, have two children, Riellie 
and Zachary.

is becoming increasingly difficult to
separate the possible from the impossible,
let alone the ethical from the dangerous,
or the wise from the shortsighted.

“Cold fusion,” for example, initially
promised infinite, clean energy in a big
media splash in 1989. It was quickly
debunked as fraud and pseudoscience, but
has now recently made a scientific come-
back.And though it might seem like
science fiction, physicists have actually
made cloaking devices from exotic meta-
materials that can bend light around
objects, rendering them invisible.

Of course, with science’s power comes
the potential to do more harm than good.
Environmental activists warn of the
dangers of genetically modified foods, and
of the threat of a “grey goo” of self-
replicating nanobots multiplying out of
control and consuming the biosphere. In
movies, we contemplate a future in which
our machines become super-intelligent,
and condemn us to lives of slavery or
annihilation.Alternatively, some science
utopians envision a nano-bio-technology-
based future in which the human body
and mind are fused with machines to

re you scientifically literate? 
A key goal of the Nature cluster

in the general education program at
Wheaton is to ensure that our graduates
leave with an appreciation of nature and a
solid grasp of what we can learn about the
universe via the scientific method. But how
much science do our students really learn
during their education at Wheaton? To test
your knowledge, answer the following
true/false questions, then read on:
1.  Sufficient experimental evidence can

demonstrate that a scientific theory is true.

2.  Science is partly based on beliefs,

assumptions, values, and the non-observable.

Understanding both the extraordinary
possibilities of what science can do 
(likely a lot more than we often think),
and what it can never rightly do for us
(perhaps even more important), lies at the
heart of true scientific literacy.Today,
Wheaton grads enter a world that is more
saturated with scientific and technological
twitterings than ever before.As a result, it

FACULTYvoice

by Dr. Stewart DeSoto, Associate Professor of

Physics, Chair of Physics Department

Test Your Scientific Literacy
Why literacy matters for Christians and for society as a whole. 

a

...it is becoming
increasingly difficult
to separate the
possible from the
impossible, let alone
the ethical from 
the dangerous...

60

77058_58_64_Q6  8/5/09  6:47 PM  Page 60



honorable mention for special
supplement. Danielle, coeditor-in-chief
Nathan Susanj ’09, and the staff reported
on the issues and the candidates,
presenting the perspectives of students,
faculty, and adminstrators.They balanced
substantive articles with lighter fare,
including a recipe for “bipartisan trail
mix” (with red, white, and blue
ingredients) and reviews of election-
themed movies, including Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington and The American President.

Although she’s enjoyed her role with
The Record—and even written freelance
articles for newspapers in suburban
Chicago and near her home in
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania—Danielle isn’t
planning a career in journalism.

Homeschooled by parents Dr. Brett ’84
and Debra Petry Acker ’84, Danielle
developed an interest in the field of law
on a series of mission trips that she and
her father made to the Dominican
Republic. Dr.Acker, who practices
emergency medicine, travels to the
Dominican Republic every other year to
provide medical care to Dominican
citizens and Haitian expatriates.

“That gave me a passion for helping
people who are overlooked,” Danielle says.
She feels drawn toward issues, like
domestic abuse, that affect women. Before
graduating early from Wheaton in
December 2009, Danielle will intern at a
district attorney’s office in her hometown.

Although she plans to let other students
step into leadership at the paper in the
fall, Danielle has fond memories of her
late nights in The Record office.“I
wouldn’t have traded the experience for
anything,” she says.“Even for more sleep
on Wednesday nights.”

he staff of The Record, Wheaton’s weekly
student newspaper, had a lot to cover last
year. Guest columnists opined on
everything from the need to “go green”
by ditching disposable water bottles to the
merits of mischief.The paper also did a
series on the economic crisis, covered the
detention of alumnus Philip Rizk ’04 in
Egypt, and reported on a hostage situation
that took place in a downtown Wheaton
bank.

Through long hours of reporting,
writing, and editing, coeditor-in-chief
Danielle Acker ’09 remained enthusiastic
about her commitment to the College
community’s breaking news.

“Having a student newspaper makes the
community stronger,” Danielle says.“As
Christians, we value the truth.You see both
the best and worst of what is going on

W H E A T O N 6 1
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What does an editor of Wheaton’s award-winning student newspaper 
believe about the influence of the College press?

prof i le
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by Jennifer Grant ’89

around campus and tell it without malice.”
A history major, Danielle joined the

newspaper staff as a copy editor during her
freshman year. She later began to write
news stories, served as the paper’s
managing editor, and became coeditor-in-
chief last year. Danielle says that some of
her most significant friendships developed
as she worked onThe Record staff.

“Our staff relies on each other, and
we’re all interconnected,” she says.This
year they shared the triumph of creating
an award-winning publication. The
Record won 17 awards from the Illinois
College Press Association, including a
second place award in the General
Excellence category for weekly papers of
its size.“Wheaton Casts Its Ballot,” a
special national election-themed issue
published in late October, won an

On the Record

r

e
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all the redwoods of California.We stack it
100 miles long and 75 miles wide and 25
miles high and top it off with all the
longhorn cattle in Texas. But as we go to
light this huge sacrifice to show how
enormously towering is our view of God,
we hear the prophet Isaiah say,“It is
insufficient; it is pitifully small in
comparison to the magnificence and
greatness of God.”

Incomparably Great and
Awesome in His Person
Isaiah 40:18-24

Our God is alive. He is not just a
doctrine, a philosophy, an idea, or some
“force.”The strong Son of God stands
right alongside all believers who call out
to Him in faith and obedience.There are
no solo performances in any calling that
God has given in life.

Isaiah asks in verse 18: “What image
will you compare [God] to?” None of us
would place an idol in a dorm room or
home. Nevertheless, when we covet
anything—or aspire to make our
reputation, our wealth, our degrees, or
our children equal to or greater than
God—we are idolatrous.

The prophet sees the people of his day
going to a goldsmith (v. 19), wanting
personal deities cast for them.Then Isaiah
has some fun.“Oh, you are too poor for
that rich kind of goldsmithing? Then,
here are some tips: Select wood that will
not rot. (It would be embarrassing to
learn later that your god has come down
with termites!) Also, pick a craftsman that
is skilled. (Some craftsmen could not
make a god if their lives depended on it.)
One more thing: Nail that god down

power. If that baking soda will make
those cakes rise, guess what God’s
almighty arm will do in a world that
seems to be collapsing on itself?

Later in the chapter, to demonstrate
the Lord’s power, the prophet asks
questions on God’s behalf (vv. 12-17). Is
any human magnificent enough to be
able, as the Lord Himself has done, to:

—measure the seven seas (3/4ths of
the earth’s surface) in the hollow of his
hands?
—have the sheer immensity to mark
off the breadth of the cosmos between
his thumb and little finger (for that is
the force of the Hebrew verb)?
—be strong enough to gather up all
the dirt of the earth?
—put the mountains and the hills on a
scale and easily balance them?
No, there are no competitors for such

power over nature.
Next, the prophet asks more questions

to find out if anyone or anything has
equaled the mind of God or has
instructed Him (vv. 13-14). Did the Lord
ever awaken any of us in the middle of
the night, saying,“I have a problem?” Of
course not! All knowledge that is true
came from Him; He is the source of all
that is real, beautiful, and right.

We concede the point on nature and
wisdom, but who or what is going to
control the nations? The power of any
one or all nations together is only a drip
in comparison to our great God.They
are like the fine dust that we blow off
the scales to make sure we get a fair
reading on our purchase in the grocery
store or deli (v. 15).

How big is our view of God (v. 16)?
Let’s say we will build an altar that uses

he big event this afternoon is the granting
of the diploma. However, this event does
give us one more opportunity to affirm
what is most central in our lives. For
such an important task I turn to the
Scriptures. Our text begins with Isaiah
40:9:“You who bring good tidings to
Zion, go up on a high mountain.You
who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift
up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do
not be afraid; say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’”

Lift up your voices,Wheaton
graduates, to the cities of America and to
the cities of the world, and do not be
afraid to make a difference as you spread
the good news of Jesus Christ. But 
the prophet’s message isn’t just about our
doing the Lord’s work. Rather, it is
supremely about the Lord Himself.

Incomparably Great and
Awesome in His Power
Isaiah 40:10, 12-17

“See,” Isaiah writes,“the Sovereign
LORD comes with power, and his arm
rules for him” (v. 10). Much as the arm
with its bulging bicep appears on an
Arm and Hammer box of Baking Soda,
so the metaphor of God’s arm signals His

WHEATONcommencement
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Our Incomparably Great God

t

Wheaton Trustee Emeritus 

Dr. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ’55, B.D. ’58

is an Old Testament scholar, writer,

and educator. The following is an

abridgement of his keynote

address at Wheaton’s graduate 

and undergraduate

commencement ceremonies, 

May 9–10, 2009.

62

77058_58_64_Q6  8/5/09  6:48 PM  Page 62



t

,

Me,“they will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint”
(Isa. 40:27-31).

Conclusion

Should any of you grads be frightened or
intimidated by any of the chaotic
conditions of our day? Is not our Lord
beyond any comparison in His power,
His person, and His personal care?
Whatever the issue, problem, relationship,
or situation that appears to be unsolvable,
match that distressing roadblock up
against the magnificence of our God.

With such an awesome God who is
our personal Lord as well, we mustn’t be
hesitant in the least to commit ourselves
to Him and His cause. If we do draw
back, what will we say in the day we see
Him face to face? Serve Him, love 
Him, obey Him, and trust Him, for our
God is incomparably great.

universe (v. 11), as the loving Shepherd
gathers us in His arms and carries us
through the rough spots in life’s road.

Look up to the heavens, urges the
prophet in verse 26.Who not only
created all of the stars but calls each one
by name? His point is this:We name our
own children.

Moreover,“not one of [those stars] is
missing.”There are 6.7 billion people,
but the stars range into the trillions. So if
God knows all the stars by name, how is
it that can we think our ways are hidden
from the Lord (v. 27)?

Haven’t you heard? asks the Lord.
Don’t you know that I am the
everlasting God? I am the Creator of the
ends of the earth! I give strength to the
weary and increase the power of the
weak. Even young people and men who
are in the full bloom of their health
stumble and fall, but for all those who
put their solid hope and confidence in

with a 24-penny nail so that it will not
topple. (What you need in a deity is
stability.Think of what happened to the
god Dagon in Philistia in front of the
stolen Ark of God. It came unglued—a
serious problem for a presumed deity.) 

Our God is not like any of these
images. Fourteen times in the Old
Testament and an equal number of times
in the New Testament, He is called the
Living God.As a living person, God
likewise brings princes and rulers of this
world to sudden halts.“No sooner are
they planted, no sooner are they sown,
no sooner do they take root in the
ground, that [God] blows on them and
they wither” (v. 23).

Incomparably Great and
Awesome in His Personal Care
Isaiah 40:25-31

What unusually tender personal care we
receive from the Lord of the whole

W H E A T O N 6 3

“The strong Son of God
stands right alongside
all believers who call
out to Him in faith and
obedience.”

To listen to Dr. Kaiser’s address online,
visit www.wheaton.edu/wetn/comm.htm
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w multinational, multiethnic, multiracial,
multilingual, and multicultural, a
mosaic whose diversity pleases God.

5. Christians in all cultures can be
grateful for their cultural heritage, but
they must hold their allegiance to
their culture loosely and secondarily
to their allegiance to Christ, weighing
their own culture and others in light
of the revealed Word of God.

6. Human culture and Christ’s Kingdom
may overlap but are always distinct, so

that Christians must guard against
both cultural imperialism (the
imposition of one culture on another,
especially when uncritically fused with
the gospel message or church
practices), and cultural syncretism (the
admixture of the gospel with
incompatible cultural elements).

7. Christians should always value 
and strive for cultural sensitivity 
as a prerequisite for effectively
communicating the gospel.

How to live effectively and faithfully
“For Christ and His Kingdom” in our
twenty-first century’s globalized environ-
ment—that is the challenge for which
Wheaton is seeking to prepare its students.

Taken together, these efforts have
brought us to a degree of clarity 
about what is needed and to a readiness
for action.As resources permit,
we are currently in the process of
implementation.

Yet this extended body of reflection
has also left us determined to avoid the
cultural relativism so prevalent in our
day. Here are seven biblical insights that
will continue to guide Wheaton’s
globalizing efforts:

1. All cultures are capable of reflecting
aspects of the goodness, beauty, and
truth of the Creator, but all cultures
are also tainted by sin, rebellion,
alienation, and death.

2. All cultures exhibit features that are at
least not incompatible with the
Lordship of Jesus Christ, but all
cultures are also to some extent
threatened by the gospel because of its
demand for a radical change of
allegiance to Christ’s Lordship.

3. All cultures are the focus of both
God’s love and His judgment, and are
included in His plan of redemption
through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

4. The Kingdom of God is

heaton has always been a
globally minded institution. Look at its
history.The emphasis is embedded right
there in its long-standing mission
statement: To develop whole and
effective Christians to make a difference
for Christ worldwide.

Yet even as the twentieth century was
winding down we recognized we needed
to do more.The twenty-first century
would in some ways look very different
from its predecessor. In the years ahead
the College would need to address ever
more aggressively the issues of globalism.
This realization led to a series of efforts
aimed at assessing the needs and
opportunities before us.

In 2001, a team of faculty produced a
study,“Wheaton in the World: A
Strategic Global Vision for a New
Century.” In 2003-04, in planning for
the upcoming Promise of Wheaton
capital campaign, the Trustees built in a
commitment to raising $3 million to
endow a “Beyond the Classroom” effort.
The purpose of these funds was to
enhance the range of global and
experiential learning opportunities
available to our students. In 2007 another
team refined our thinking in a report,
“Global Studies at Wheaton College:A
Twenty Year Plan.” Finally, in 2008 the
provost’s and the student development
offices sponsored an effort to address the
additional issue of experiential learning.
It was titled “Beyond the Classroom,
Beyond the Campus, Beyond Convention:
Global Engagement and Experiential
Education at Wheaton College.”

6 4 A U T U M N  2 0 0 9

“The Kingdom of God is
multinational, multiethnic,
multiracial, multilingual, and
multicultural, a mosaic 
whose diversity pleases God.”

PRESIDENT’Scommentary

Duane Litfin President
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“Leaving” (for Gustaf Sobin) is

artist Charles Matson Lume’s

response to the sudden death of a

mentor and friend, the acclaimed

poet Gustaf Sobin. The two met

when Charles was studying art in

Lacoste, France, following his

graduation from Wheaton. 

In “Leaving,” light is projected onto

small mirrors, cut into half-moons.

Reflections seem to rise out of 

a piece of white paper that leans

against the wall. Charles says

these ethereal shapes are like

Sobin’s “voice, his words.” 

Much of Charles’ work is

installation art, three-dimensional

and created for a specific space.

Having exhibited all over the

country and in museums and

galleries in Ireland and Norway,

Charles explains, “I take ordinary

things—like mirrors—and tease a

kind of love out of them. Isn’t 

that what we do all the time in 

our lives?” 

Charles Matson Lume lives in 

St. Paul with his wife, oboist Sarah

Erickson Lume, and their daughters

Helena and Babette. 

Installation Art

Detail from “Leaving” (for Gustaf Sobin)

by Charles Matson Lume ’90

Associate Professor of Art, University of Wisconsin-Stout

Charles’ installation art will be on exhibit in Wheaton’s Adams

Hall in October 2009, a gesture of gratitude to Greg Halvorsen

Schreck, Joel Sheesley ’72, and Dr. E. John Walford, the

Wheaton professors who continue to influence Charles in his

personal life and work.
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