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letter 
from 
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editor t
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his issue of Wheaton touches on the complex topic of community. It’s a difficult thing

to grasp, whether we are studying about it or living in it. Whatever the dynamics of

the particular community in which we find ourselves—whether by choice or

circumstance—such commonality can bring hope or despair, triumph or trouble. 

German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, martyred by the Gestapo in 1945, left us

practical, biblical insights about Christian community in his book, Life Together: 

The fellowship of Christian[s] is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God . . .
Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. . . .
Whether it be a brief, single encounter or the daily fellowship of years. . . . We
belong to one another. (New York:  HarperCollins, 1954, pp. 20-21)

With this introduction, he continues to tell his story of a unique fellowship he

experienced in an underground seminary during the Nazi regime. 

I want to tell you a story, too, about community. It’s my story, yet it isn’t. Because,

you see, I slept through most of it. It’s really about Wheaton’s campus community.

This story began in Cleveland on Monday, Labor Day of 2007, when I tripped and

fell flat on my face onto a concrete driveway. The next day I drove home to Wheaton,

unaware that two days later I would be diagnosed with an acute subdural hematoma,

a brain injury that is most often fatal or leaves severe neurological disorders.    

On Thursday, despite my headache, I decided to go into the office. Within a

couple of hours, my coworkers—Cindy, Anna, Danielle, Kim, and Mark—recognized

that I was not responding as usual to their comments and requests. They literally

saved my life by seeing that I received help. Anna quickly drove me to a nearby

medical facility. Soon paramedics were called, and they placed me into their mobile

intensive care unit for the trip to the emergency room. Watching the doors on that truck

close was the last thing I remembered when I awoke from a coma two days later.

Within hours of hearing the report of the brain bleed, Vice President Mark Dillon

called the entire division together and they, along with the Billy Graham Center

administration, prayed for me—some praying late into the night—when my life was

tenuous and the threat of severe brain damage was very real. Their prayers, and the

work of the medical staff, did “avail much.” That night, the Lord, for reasons I’ll never

understand, allowed me to continue living on this earth, at least for a while longer.

This community of believers called Wheaton College surrounded me and my

family with their concern and generosity for several weeks as I recuperated and 

dealt with effects of the injury. Some sent gifts, flowers, cards, letters, and emails.

Coworkers prepared meals for five weeks. Some even did my job. 

As director of marketing communications, I am curious about what people 

think of Wheaton. A picture postcard might convey the beauty of the campus.

Newspapers or Internet blogs might portray the College as too liberal or too

conservative. Its reputation might connote that of a bastion of intense intellectual

inquiry permeated by biblical thought and commitment. The perceptions are endless.

But to me, Wheaton is my friends whom I see day after day. It’s not a church, but

we are the church—learning, laughing, suffering, working, and praying through the

messiness of life. We are wise but foolish. Sinners but saints. Members of the world

community but set apart. To paraphrase Bonhoeffer:   We belong to one another.

Our fellowship is a gift of grace and a gift of the Kingdom of God. 

Unfortunately some of us have to fall on our faces to realize this.
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Funding The Promise

I just had to send you a note about the most

recent edition of the alumni magazine. The

article from Dr. Litfin was extremely well

done and clearly demonstrated the

principles/realities behind fundraising at

Wheaton. The way it was written from his

view at a speaking event was effective and

engaging. The numbers truly do speak for

themselves, and Wheaton is to be

commended on its place in resource

stewardship relative to its peer group. As we

are now exploring colleges for our children,

our perspectives on costs have changed

much. You can certainly spend as much or

more at many schools that (in our humble

opinion) do not match Wheaton for quality of

spiritual direction and academic rigor. 

Steve Seagren ’85

Grand Junction, Colorado

An hour or so ago I read Dr. Litfin’s message

to all of us—alumni past and present,

parents, friends, any with a living interest in

Wheaton. Thank you. I am looking with a

somewhat homesick feeling at the nostalgic

picture on the first page of the spring 

issue of Alumni News. It is a feast for the

eyes and the heart—Blanchard Hall 

on my right as I look, the green lawn, the

sunburst in the budding tree, and the Billy

Graham Center on the left. It really “sort of”

hurts to see it, as it is so loaded with

memories going back to the thirties—my

Wheaton era.

But I should get on to why I am writing.

My letter is pretty informal—but then I’m

pretty much that way these days, in spite of

my nearly 94 years of living here, there, in

Wheaton, and in the Far East.

I was led, I feel certain, to pick up this

magazine that came recently. Yes, I did

somewhat scan it when it came a few days

ago. But I didn’t really look through it. 

Wheaton still is very important to me. 

I continue to thank my Lord that He led me

The spring 2008 issue of Wheaton just

arrived yesterday. While I always find

something of value in the articles and enjoy

the class news, this issue was remarkably

compelling. Never before have I encountered

such an engaging and informative set of

articles regarding Wheaton College, its

distinctives, and the reasons why alumni and

friends of the College might choose to give

to the College. The administration and the

magazine have done an excellent job of

gathering the facts and presenting them in a

way that captivates my attention. Way to go!

Jennifer Lynn Kuhlmann Merck ’89

Wheaton, Illinois

The presentation of The Promise of Wheaton

campaign was extremely enlightening for 

us as infrequent visitors to campus. Most of

all we appreciated the inclusion of

evangelism in The Promise. During student

days in the 1950s and early 1960s we

caught a lifelong vision for evangelism. It has

taken us around the world.

Wayne ’59, M.A. ’61 and

Margaret Detzler ’57

Fairfield, Connecticut

W H E A T O N 3

there in 1932 in spite of the family’s truly

modest financial state and the country’s

“depression.” My parents followed God’s

specific leading—I know—and God provided

what I needed to have four always-

remembered years there. Mom and Dad

were committed to assuring that my younger

sister, my “little” brother, and I went to

college. (WWII provided that education for

my brother!)

In all the years since, I continue to thank

God for Wheaton. It truly is unique.

“The Challenge of Being Wheaton” will, 

I hope, move all of us Wheatonites as it did

me this afternoon. The world needs

Wheaton as it was for us who walked day

after day in Blanchard Hall in my day. And

as, by God’s grace, it has continued to be.

Though I have not realized it, Wheaton does

continue to need the “few dollars” as well as

the larger gifts others can send. I guess it

always will ’til the day He comes to begin

His harvest. (Maybe even after, in some way,

it may be able to do that difficult harvest of

Tribulation saints.)

But I chatter too long. I’ve never had

much—but always enough—as Christ has

promised. I enclose herewith a check made

possible by a Mother’s Day gift from one of

my so-loved Chinese daughters, who were

given to me in my years of living in Taiwan.

What a blessing they were in my years in

Taiwan. They continue to bless me.

As I can, with God’s reminder to my 90-

plus memory, I’ll send more. Your “millions”

scare me! But then—He still owns those

cattle on all those thousands of hills.

How good God has been in the

presidents He’s sent to Wheaton—Buswell,

Edman, Armerding, and the others I’ve

known well or briefly. Yes, indeed, God is so

good. Enjoy His blessings.

P.S. Please—don’t change Blanchard or

the lovely lawn in front of it!

Louise Crawford ’36

Pleasant Hill, Tennessee

dearWHEATON
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Miscellany

A few words on the winter 2008 edition of

Wheaton. The techniques are wonderful;

they contribute to the text without obscuring

it, and they inspire one to go off on his own.

That, to me, is the whole point of writing:  to

coerce the reader into leaving the text for his

own immersion. For example, the English

department incitement to reading led me to

note that my current interests in reading are

three to four books a week, and that they

include Philip Yancey M.A. ’72, Peter Gomes,

J.K. Rowling, Jan Karon, Emily Dickinson,

and Luci (Deck) Shaw ’53. I do not read for

instruction so much as inspiration.

It was good to see Carl Henry’s photo.

Some years ago I wrote him about his book

Uneasy Conscience—it was a two-page

letter suggesting that he had used 10 words

when four would have done the job. He

wrote back a five-pager arguing that many

words do better in expressing truth. I never

could out-produce Carl!

That was what Wheaton did for me:  a

loving babble of voices with whom I can

agree and disagree without smudging the unity

of the faith or diminishing the fellowship.

Webb Muck ’36

West St. Paul, Minnesota

The new alumni magazine, like all the previous

ones, is a great source of encouragement as

we read about God’s work through Wheaties

around the world. We feel so privileged to be 

a part of the Wheaton family. Our time at

Wheaton was everything I had hoped it would

be and more.

Many years ago, my wife and I attended a

conference at Wheaton. One day at lunch 

I found myself sitting next to Dave Howard ’49,

the brother of Elisabeth (Howard) Elliot ’48. 

We talked a lot about the influence of Jim 

Elliot ’49 on both our lives and how journaling

had become a part of our devotional

experience. Since I have read most of

Elisabeth Elliot’s books regarding the life of Jim

Elliot, including his journal, I always wanted to

study at Wheaton and walk the same grounds

that so many had walked before me. 

Some days I would just sit on the grass

across from the Graham Center and reflect upon

how privileged I was to study at Wheaton, to 

rub shoulders with some great profs like Alan

Seaman, Lonna Dickerson, Cheri Pierson, John

Gration, and James Stamoolis, to name a few. 

Jim Tinnell M.A. ’95

Sopron, Hungary

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us your

letters and e-mails as they relate to material

published in the magazine. Correspondence

must include your name, address, and phone

number. The editor reserves the right to

determine the suitability of letters for

publication and to edit them for accuracy and

length. Unfortunately, not all letters can be

published nor can they be returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu

dearWHEATON

You’re on Your Way,

Class of 2008

“While something else is

happening or until

something happens, that’s

what we refer to as ‘the

meantime.’ Jesus says that

living in the meantime is

the time when you and 

I are to invest all that 

we have for His sake until 

He returns.” 

—President Duane Litfin, from

his 2008 baccalaureate address
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The Road Ahead In his May 11 baccalaureate address to the class of 2008, President
Duane Litfin referred to the dichotomous picture C. S. Lewis paints in The Great
Divorce, likening it to the parable of the talents, and the choices we all must make
about how to live.

“We are not living in a world where all roads are radii of a circle and where all, if
followed long enough draw gradually nearer and finally meet in the center,” Dr. Litfin
explained.“Rather, we live in a world where every road, after a few miles, forks into
two, and each of those into two again, and at each fork we must make a decision.”

To hear the complete baccalaureate address online, visit www.wheaton.edu/wetn/
comm.htm.And for an excerpt from the 2008 commencement address delivered by
Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A. ’60, president of Tokyo Woman’s Christian University
and Alumna of the Year for Distinguished Service to Society, see pages 62-63.

congrats
CLASS OF 2008 

Inclement weather greeted the class of

2008 as the queue of students filed

across campus on Sunday, May 11. And

yet overcast skies and drizzle didn’t

dampen spirits or ruin the celebration as

469 undergraduates received their

Wheaton College diplomas. The previous

afternoon, 126 graduate students also

accepted their degrees. 

W H E A T O N 5

WHEATONnews
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Alumni Association Awards
Senior Scholarships 

Thanks to the generosity of alumni, four
Wheaton seniors will have some extra
help with their tuition for the 2008-09
academic year.These recipients of the
Alumni Association’s annual Senior
Scholarship Awards were recognized
publicly at Wheaton’s Honors
Convocation last spring, and were chosen
by the Alumni Board of Directors from
nominations provided by faculty and staff.

Katherine Graham of Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
is an international relations major with a
minor in Spanish. She has served as a
class representative in Student Government
and participated in Symphonic Band, Pi
Sigma Alpha honor society, and the
Wheaton chapter of the International
Justice Mission. She has also volunteered
as a tutor, worked as a teacher’s assistant,
traveled with the May in Asia program,
and maintained active involvement at
College Church in Wheaton. Katherine
would like to attend graduate school in
the future, en route to becoming a college
professor. She plans to pursue a joint
degree in sociology and public policy.

Sarah Baggé, who grew up in Nairobi,
Kenya, is an international relations major
pursuing a certificate in HNGR (Human
Needs and Global Resources). She has

All-Conference Baseball Team, and
three for the 2008 American Baseball
Coaches Association (ABCA)/Rawlings 
All-Central Region Baseball Team.
Moreover, Coach Elder was named
CCIW Coach of the Year, and shortstop
Brian Kolb ’10 was recognized as
CCIW Player of the Year—only the
second in Wheaton’s history after 1993
recipient Dave Phillips ’94, M.A. ’98.
Brian set 10 Wheaton single-season
records with school bests for batting
average, hits, RBIs, stolen bases, doubles,
slugging percentage, total bases, hitting
streak, and on-base percentage.

Coach Elder says his players truly
earned what they achieved this year,
with a performance that proves their
ability to compete well on the national
level.“My hope would be that future
players and teams would not expect
anything less out of themselves
. . . that they would see this as a
stepping stone for bigger and better
things.”

For more baseball highlights, visit
athletics.wheaton.edu.

S T U D E N T  N E W S

Wheaton Baseball Celebrates
Historic Season 

Thunder baseball wrapped up its most
successful season in Wheaton’s history last
spring, posting a record of 23-14 and
setting a school record for wins in a
single season. Finishing fourth in the
CCIW regular season with a conference
record of 12-8, the squad also earned a
spot in the four-team CCIW Baseball
Tournament for the first time since the
competition was introduced in 1985.

“Our offensive production was
excellent and beyond anything that we
anticipated,” says head coach Bobby
Elder, who notes the team also had
strong senior leadership, stayed virtually
injury free, and “really gelled together as
a group.”

Overall, the team set more than 10
team single-season school records this
year, ranking 14th in Division III in
batting average (.355) and 18th in runs
per game (9.2 rpg).

Individual players also earned a host of
awards. Four were selected for the CCIW

All-American

Brian Kolb ’10

set 10 Wheaton

single-season

records.
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Natalie Maust of Wheaton, Illinois, is 
a double major in anthropology and
Spanish and is earning a certificate in
HNGR. She has served as president of
Unidad Christiana and public relations
coordinator for the Solidarity Cabinet.
Her other involvements include
Discipleship Small Groups,World
Christian Fellowship, Latin America
prayer group, and Jubilee Week. Natalie
has traveled overseas with Wheaton in
Spain, and is spending her HNGR
internship in Peru.A volunteer tutor in
Spanish and ESL, she has worked with
refugees through World Relief, and she
also enjoys dance and intramural
badminton. In the future Natalie plans
to pursue work in cross-cultural social
service.

Brothers Roll Out 100-MPG Car 

Chris Ewert ’05 and his brother Andrew ’09

never expected their electric/hybrid car
to land them in the national news.
But after the two showcased their
creation at Wheaton’s third annual
Alternative Fuel Vehicle Expo last spring,
suddenly they found themselves fielding
calls not only from the local media, but
also from CNN, MSNBC, FOX, and
WGN.

“It was an exciting couple of weeks,”
says Chris, who notes many have been

The Alumni Association Board of Directors and the 2008 Senior

Scholarship recipients: (left to right) Natalie Maust ’09, Deborah Bartelt

Penner ’72, Katherine Graham ’09, Douglas Ambler ’90, Sarah Baggé ’09,

Donald Amsler ’58, Jacob Rodriguez ’09, Jennifer Brown Brown ’99,

Marilyn Carnett Spradley ’65, Matthew Hsieh ’93.

tutored refugees through World Relief,
participated in Discipleship Small
Groups, and served as the political
advocacy coordinator for the Student
Global AIDS Campaign.A member of
Pi Sigma Alpha honor society, Sarah has
also worked as a research assistant and
participated in the Humanity in Action
program in Europe.After graduation she
plans to work and eventually attend
graduate school for a Ph.D. in
comparative politics, which she hopes to
apply to research or a career in teaching.

Jacob Rodriguez of Macomb, Michigan,
is an ancient languages major completing
a certificate in HNGR. He went to
China with the Student Missionary
Project in 2006, and will travel to
Ethiopia for six months this year. Jacob is
a member of the Wheaton Evangelism
Team and is the prayer coordinator for
World Christian Fellowship (WCF), in
addition to serving on his church
worship team, participating in a Bible
study with other students on his floor,
and working as a teacher’s assistant for
elementary Hebrew. After he receives
his undergraduate degree, Jacob plans to
continue his education at Wheaton and
earn a master’s in biblical exegesis.
Ultimately he hopes to combine biblical
scholarship with overseas missions and
perhaps train pastors overseas.

surprised this car was engineered by
young men from a small Christian
college.

At the expo the brothers presented
their parents’ Toyota Prius, to which
they had added a larger battery pack and
designed a way to plug the car into a
standard wall outlet. By plugging it in
each night, the car can drive the first 
15-30 miles on the fully charged battery.
After that energy is used, it switches
back to being a regular hybrid, still
getting excellent mileage (approximately
50 miles per gallon).

“You end up with a car that is an
electric car for the majority of your
trips, but is still capable of driving as far
as you want and that gets a combined
overall average of around 100 miles per
gallon,” Chris explains.

The Ewerts have published all of their
findings online, specifically so they can
be patented. Computer science majors,
the brothers are currently involved in
“promoting alternative energy” and
developing tools to help others make
similar conversions, says Andrew.

“We aren’t looking to start a company
converting cars,” explains Chris, adding
that their main goal is to get the word
out to automakers that the technology is
available and viable. Ultimately they
hope their discovery will enable the
vehicles of the future to use less oil.

56117_02-11_u1  8/21/08  9:09 AM  Page 7
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Conservatory Appoints New
Dean 

Dr. Michael Wilder, an accomplished
clarinetist and experienced administrator,
will serve as the new dean of the
Conservatory of music, arts, and
communication.

“Michael Wilder brings all of the
crucial gifts we were seeking in the new
dean: a transparent and infectious love
for Christ and His Kingdom, inter-
personal warmth, well-honed administra-
tive skills from years of leadership, and a
breadth of commitment to the arts and
their role in the lives of God’s people,”
notes Provost Dr. Stan Jones.

Dr.Wilder has performed as a member
of the Wichita Symphony Orchestra for
30 years, and has held positions of
leadership at Friends University and
Southwestern College in Kansas.

Today he serves as a program director
and faculty member of the MasterWorks
Festival, a vibrant organization for young
Christian artists.An accreditation
evaluator for the National Association of
Schools of Music, he is also chairman of
the Board of Directors for the Christian
Performing Artist’s Fellowship.

“Our initial impressions of Wheaton
College have reminded us of the
profound ways that God works within
academic and artistic communities,” says
Dr.Wilder.

He and his wife Joyce Anne share a
passion for music that they have instilled
in their 11 children.This family of
clarinetists, violinists, cellists, flutists, a
bassoonist, and a French horn player has
even formed a family orchestra.

8 A U T U M N  2 0 0 8

Wheaton Grads Named Fulbright
Scholars 

When Career Services director Ita Fischer

asked a group of seniors how they were
preparing for life after college, Ben
Shivers ’08, a German and international
relations double major, knew his desire
was to return to Germany. He just didn’t
know how.

For Ben, who had been on two 
short-term missions trips to the country
at ages 13 and 15, visiting Germany 
was the highlight of his high school
years.Then, the summer before his
senior year at Wheaton, he spent 
10 weeks there as part of the Wheaton
in Germany program. Six of those 
weeks he interned in Berlin at the
Bundestag, the lower house of
parliament.

“It was fairly unusual to be an
American working in the Bundestag,”
says Ben, adding it was also “quite a
privilege.”

He will spend the next year living and
working in Germany through the
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship
program, beginning with four days of
training in Cologne, Germany, in
September.

Ben is one of three recent Wheaton
graduates to receive a Fulbright
Scholarship this year (along with 
Han-luen Kantzer Komline ’04 and
Daniel Osland ’00), and one of five over
the past three years. He is the second 
to teach in Germany. “I don’t think I
could design a more fitting program,” he
says.“I love Germany, I love the German
language, and I’ve really enjoyed the
teaching I’ve done so far. So it combines
the areas I’m most enthusiastic about.”

Ben Shivers ’08, in Germany.

WHEATONnews
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Cross/Purpose Exhibit Unveiled 

Since Christ’s crucifixion, artists have been drawn to the cross as a

central figure to the Christian faith, and through a temporary display titled

Cross/Purpose, the Billy Graham Center Museum is exploring a large

sampling of the various ways the cross has been used in art over the centuries.

The chronological exhibit begins with a sixth-century A.D. coin from

Constantinople, then moves to a small, 15th-century woodcut by an anonymous artist.

Pieces from the Catholic Reformation, the wars, and art of the 20th century are included,

as well as contemporary material by living artists and freestanding crosses used in

religious ceremonies all over the world. Stylistically, the exhibit brings together figurative,

abstract, expressionist, realist, folk, and conceptual art. While many of these works come

from unidentified artisans, they are hung

alongside masters including Marc Chagall,

Georges Rouault, Jacques Villon, Otto Dix,

and Sadao Watanabe.

Cross/Purpose is from the collection of

Edward and Diane Knippers, provided in

conjunction with Christians in the Visual

Arts. The exhibit is on public display from

May 29 through August 10, 2008.

official repository of LCWE records.
The resulting collection contains copies
of correspondence, memos, reports,
notes, magazine and newspaper clippings,
brochures, and other materials relating to
Stott’s involvement in the Lausanne
movement.

“The box of Rev. Stott’s papers, which
the Archives was allowed to copy, is a
small thing physically and the documents
inside are small,” says Bob Shuster, BGC
archivist.“But, the story they tell, of his
leadership in the Lausanne Committee
for World Evangelization in the 1970s
and ’80s, is a small part of so many larger
tales. . . .We hope this collection will be
a ‘mustard seed,’ and that the research
people do in these papers will bear great
fruit for the Church—research that will
teach, encourage, strengthen, warn, and
prepare.”

W H E A T O N 9

The Billy Graham Center Archives has
made available a set of copies of a small
but significant portion of the papers of
Rev. John R.W. Stott.

Known as one of the most influential
members of Evangelical Protestant
movement worldwide, Rev. Stott is an
honorary lifetime member of the
Lausanne Committee for World Evan-
gelization (LCWE), which started in
1975 and grew out of the 1974 Inter-
national Congress on World Evangeliza-
tion held in Lausanne, Switzerland. Stott
was a key organizer of the congress and
chaired the drafting committee that
developed the Lausanne Covenant.

Rev. Stott donated his personal papers
to the Lambeth Palace Library of the
Church of England. However, he loaned
four boxes of his Lausanne files to the
Billy Graham Center Archives—the

C A M P U S  N E W S

Student Aid to Increase

Students, administrators, and financial aid

officers at Wheaton have worked
together for the past year to introduce
significant changes to the College’s
financial aid model. Both the College
and Student Government found research
indicating that the current model, which
offered loans to students first and then
added grants if necessary, led to a
decreased enrollment yield rate.

The new plan institutes a cap of
$5,500 on student loans for those who
qualify for need-based aid, but all
students will ultimately benefit from the
changes.“All of our financial aid
packages will be ‘grant-first,’ meaning
each includes a $2,000 grant right off
the bat,” says Controller Pat Brooke.
“On average, the new package will 
give upperclassmen an additional $500 
in grants for sophomores and $1,000 for
juniors and seniors.” These subsidies 
will come from operating funds 
and endowment, which The Promise of
Wheaton campaign is also seeking to
enhance through its scholarship and
Wheaton Fund initiatives.

Additionally, the financial aid office
will now factor in business losses of
parents who own a small business when
assessing need. Full consideration will 
be given to incurred cash losses (cash
expenses in excess of cash revenues)
when determining student need.

Moreover, grant aid will be increased
for families with younger children in 
a private Christian high school.This
methodology is consistent with federal
guidelines, which allow a financial aid
administrator to consider private school
tuition for pre-college siblings in the
awarding of financial aid.

New Addition to Rev. John R. W. Stott Archive Materials
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intense workout regimen), NFL teams
were checking him out by his pro day on
April 18.With several scouts looking on,
he posted impressive numbers for a
battery of tests after only a few weeks of
training, including a 36-1/2” vertical
jump and 4.60-second 40-yard dash.

“After three months of physical
therapy, I did what I could do, but then
everything was out of my hands,” says
Andy. Later that month, when the
Philadelphia Eagles scooped him up in
the sixth round of the draft, he was
nothing short of elated. By June, he had
inked a four-year contract with the team.

“It was nuts,”Andy says.“Here I was
from the smallest school in the smallest
division, and coming off of an injury. . . .
So when it actually happened, it felt great.”

Although there have been 11 Wheaton
alumni who have signed NFL contracts
over the years,Andy is one of only four
to be drafted—and the first in more than
half a century.

“Getting signed as a free agent is still a
difficult thing to do,” says football head
coach Mike Swider ’77.“But getting
drafted is on a whole different level. . . .
That’s just really special.”

So what is Andy most looking forward
to? “Just the opportunity to compete at
the highest level,” he says.“I realize what
an honor it is to be able to represent
Wheaton College and the football team
in this world. It’s something that not a lot
of D-III players get to do.”

Coach Swider adds,“Andy really has a
heart for Christ. . . .We couldn’t have a
finer young man to represent us in the
world of football.”
by Jessica L. Allen

e has a name you won’t
forget—and a “get-knocked-
down, get-up-again” story
you won’t, either.

When defensive end Andy Studebaker
’08 was injured at the beginning of his
senior year and final season at Wheaton,
so were his hopes of ever playing
professional football.

After leading all divisions of the
NCAA in sacks during his junior year,
the 6’ 3”, 250-plus-lb. powerhouse
proved to NFL scouts (not to mention
his coaches and teammates) that he had
serious draft potential. But a broken
bone in his right foot sidelined him after
only five games last fall, and ultimately
required surgery.

“At first it was just a huge
disappointment,” says Andy.“I had
planned to have a great senior year, and 
I was team captain.Then suddenly I felt
like I could no longer contribute in that
way. . . . I ended up having to be more of
a cheerleader than a player.”

In spite of the unexpected turn of
events,Andy says he knows “that was
exactly what God had for me.”Although
he didn’t totally give up on his gridiron
dream, he certainly had to surrender it.

“I learned not to find my security in
football,” he explains.“Just as quickly as
you have success, it can be taken from
you. So I came to a point where I told
myself if God wanted to shut this door,
I would be okay with that.”

Recovering two months sooner than
anticipated,Andy was surprised to
discover that the door was still ajar.
Thanks to a very proactive agent (and a
few strategically placed Web videos of his

Studebaker Goes Pro

WHEATONsports

Fast, powerful, and at the top of his game, defensive end and NFL draft
pick Andy Studebaker ’08 will play for the Philadelphia Eagles this fall.

H
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football

9/13 Bethel University (Minn.) 

9/20 at Concordia University (Wis.)

9/27 at Hope College

10/4 North Park University 

10/11 at Augustana College

10/18 Millikin University

10/25 North Central College

11/1 at Elmhurst College

11/8 Illinois Wesleyan University 

11/15 at Carthage College

women’s soccer

8/29 Cal Baptist

8/30 Eastern University (Pa.)

9/6 Carleton College

9/13 at Loras College

9/17 at Calvin College

9/20 UW-Eau Claire

9/22 at Albion College

9/25 at Augustana College

9/27 UW-Stevens Point

9/29 University of Chicago

10/1 Elmhurst College

10/3 Aurora University

10/6 at North Park University

10/9 at Millikin University

10/15 at Carthage College

10/18 at Trinity University (Texas)

10/21 Dominican University

10/25 Illinois Wesleyan University

10/29 North Central College

11/1 DePauw University

11/5 CCIW Tournament Semifinals 

11/8 CCIW Tournament Finals 

men’s soccer

8/29 Carroll College (Wis.)

8/30 Messiah College

9/5 Calvin College

9/6 Hope College

9/10 at Dominican University

9/13 at Loras University

9/13 at Central College Invitational 

9/16 at Elmhurst’s Bluejay 

Invitational

9/19 at Olivet College Invitational 

9/20 at Olivet College Invitational 

10/3 at CCIW Women’s Golf 

Championship 

10/4 at CCIW Women’s Golf 

Championship 

men’s golf

8/29 at Robert Morris College 

Fall Classic 

9/4 at Olivet College’s Lou 

Collins Golf Classic

9/25-26 at Iowa Wesleyan Invitational 

9/16 Lawrence University

9/19 Capital University

9/26 at North Park University

9/30 at Augustana College

10/3 UW-Whitewater

10/7 at University of Chicago

10/10 UW-Whitewater

10/15 at Carthage College

10/18 at Trinity University (Texas)

10/22 Elmhurst College

10/24 Illinois Wesleyan University

10/27 North Central College

10/29 at Millikin University

11/5 CCIW Tournament Semifinals 

11/8 CCIW Tournament Finals 

women’s tennis

9/2 at Olivet Nazarene University

9/6 at Augustana College

9/6 vs. Luther College 

(at Rock Island, Ill.)

9/13 at Carthage College

9/13 vs. Millikin University 

(at Kenosha, Wis.)

9/19-20 at ITA Regional Tournament

9/27 Illinois Wesleyan University

9/27 Elmhurst College

10/1 North Central College

10/4 UW-Whitewater

10/10 CCIW Tournament 

10/11 CCIW Tournament 

cross country

9/12 at Aurora University’s 

Spartan Cross Country Classic

9/27 at Lake Forest Invitational or 

Loyola’s “Lakefront 

Invitational”

10/3 at Carthage Invitational

10/18 at UW-Oshkosh Invitational

11/1 at CCIW Championships 

11/15 at NCAA Division III Midwest 

Regional 

11/22 at NCAA Division III National 

Championship

volleyball

8/29 at UW-Whitewater Tournament

8/30 at UW-Whitewater Tournament

9/2 Lake Forest College

9/5 at Pomona-Pitzer/Claremont-

Mudd-Scripps Tourney

9/6 at Pomona-Pitzer/Claremont-

Mudd-Scripps Tourney

9/10 at University of Chicago

9/16 at Elmhurst College

9/20 Wheaton Thunder Five-Team 

Tournament

9/23 Illinois Wesleyan University

9/26-27 Wheaton Invitational

10/1 North Park University

10/3 North Central College

10/10 at Augustana College

10/15 Carthage College

10/22 at Millikin University

10/24 at Elmhurst College 

Tournament

10/25 at Elmhurst College 

Tournament

10/29 Aurora University

10/31 at Benedictine University 

Tournament 

11/1 at Benedictine University 

Tournament

11/4 CCIW Play-In Match

11/7 CCIW Tournament Semifinals

11/8 CCIW Tournament Finals

women’s golf 

8/29 at Robert Morris College Fall 

Classic 

9/4 at Augustana’s Lady Viking 

Invitational 

9/5 at Knox College Golf 

Invitational 

9/6 at Monmouth’s Fighting Scot 

Invitational 

9/9 at North Central Cardinal 

Classic 

9/12 at Central College Invitational 

wheaton thunder fall sports schedule

Andy Studebaker ’08 is actually the fourth Wheaton player to be

drafted into the NFL—not the first, as some media outlets have

reported. That honor went to L. A. Rams’ pick Chuck Schoenherr ’50

in 1948. Dave Burnham ’56 and Fred Brock ’57 later followed.

Chuck Schoenherr ’50 

For a complete listing of the radio, video, and cable broadcast schedule for football and soccer go to www.wetn.org.
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Dawn on Long Lake 

Since 1951, HoneyRock has brought outdoor educational experiences 

to thousands of campers, families, and Wheaton students. Here at Wheaton’s

northwoods campus, in a supportive, authentic community, relationships 

with the Lord deepen, friendships develop, and lives are changed.

www.wheaton.edu/honeyrock 

56117_12-33  8/15/08  3:54 PM  Page 12



W H E A T O N 1 3

P
H

O
T

O
: 

M
E

R
E

D
IT

H
 
E

L
S

E
N

56117_12-33  8/15/08  3:54 PM  Page 13



1 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

or all of our American prosperity, our retreat-inspired homes, and the
amazing technological advances that let us connect virtually rather than in
person, it’s no secret that community has suffered in the 21st century.

“You’ve heard it before.You’ve probably even said it before: We live in a
disconnected society,” writes Carla Barnhill in Books & Culture. “We don’t know
our neighbors, we’ve become less civil, we’d just as soon be left alone surfing the
Web as spend time getting to know others.”

As modern ideology has enthroned individualism, so the advent of social media
has created a virtual kingdom. Meanwhile, the same desire for instant
gratification that has given rise to twittering has long been the fodder for
materialism and conspicuous consumption in the marketplace—not to mention
a contributor in the breakdown of the family, breaches of integrity in public
offices, and rising crime rates in the streets.

The question is not whether the priorities of our consumer-driven, media-savvy,
self-indulgent society are warring against the values of sound, healthy biblical

f

What are the economic, cultural, and
social factors that have contributed to
the breakdown of American community,
and where do we go from here?

Restoring
Community 
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Myopia” (Harvard Business Review, 1960), in which he insightfully

pointed out that business “is a customer-satisfying process, not 

a goods-producing process.” Marketing is about looking outward 

at the needs and wants of people and then finding ways to organize

resources to meet those needs in a way that is economically viable 

and sustainable.

I then went on to study courses in management, leadership, and

organizational behavior and discovered that building the business

enterprise is about creating a community that is linked with other

W H E A T O N 1 5

n graduate school, I was surprised by the first course I ever took in

marketing. Like most people, I thought it would be about sales and

advertising and learning how to convince people to buy your products.

I could not have been more wrong. It turned out to be mostly about

the practical arts of building community. I was expecting a perspective

that was primarily individualistic and self-centered, but learned 

that true marketing always takes the spotlight off me and focuses it 

on others.

People are still reading Theodore Levitt’s classic article “Marketing

“Effective enterprise is excellent at building
communities. But the communities we build
are based upon a concept of worth that 
can be highly problematic.”

Dr. Bruce Howard ’74, Professor of Business and Economics

i

community, but what are the influences that have contributed to this onslaught,
and where do we go from here?

“No man is an island unto himself,” the poet John Donne famously wrote.“Every
man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.”

This is a small piece of the vision that Jesus Himself longed to see fulfilled among
His disciples, as well as among future believers, when He prayed in John 17 that
we would all be made one in Him.Two thousand years later, the challenge for us
is to move beyond buzzwords to biblical truth.

On the next pages, three faculty members weigh in on some of the economic,
social, and cultural dynamics that currently shape how we relate to one 
another—identifying some of the barriers we face, and pointing us toward the
practices of true Christian community.
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community transcends proximity.They call it “big sky country” because

in the remote and wide-open reaches of eastern Montana, the sky is

the dominant feature of the landscape.A close neighbor could easily be

someone living 10 or more miles away. Folks don’t have to live on 

top of each other to achieve a sense of community.They are brought

together by common values, common struggles, and common

achievements.

I observed in the way ranchers took pains to tend to their fences

what it means to care for your neighbor’s welfare in a very practical

way. Mending fences had a lot more to do with just keeping your

cattle from straying on to your neighbor’s rangeland. Caring for your

own fences was a signal that you cared about your neighbors.

I learned that good neighbors come when called.When lightning

struck the prairie one night, neighbors rallied from 40 miles away to

communities for the purposes of enhancing mutual welfare.When

people join a business, they don’t just want a job—they want an

opportunity to use their skills in a way that significantly contributes to

a meaningful purpose.They want to be part of something greater than

themselves.They want to be part of a community.

My guess is that at this point, you might be sensing that there is

something about what I’ve written that just doesn’t square with your

sense of the realities of our economic experience within a highly

developed consumer society. If business is supposed to be so

community friendly, why does it feel so highly individualistic?

The answer lies, in part, in the way market economies approach the

concept of value.The only notion of value that a market recognizes is

one that is highly egocentric, humanistic, and relativistic. Each of us

embraces that perspective when we go shopping.We look at the prices

of things and make our own personal calculus as to the worth of those

things. Given sufficient economic means, we purchase the things for

which the value we impute meets or exceeds the proffered price.When

we shop, we seldom take into account any sense of value that

transcends the personal value we impute to the item to be purchased.

Effective enterprise is excellent at building communities. But the

communities we build are based upon a concept of worth that can be

highly problematic.These communities thrive at giving us what we

want.To the extent that we want good things, we can be pleased at the

outcomes. But we also want bad things and there are enterprises that

thrive equally as well by giving us these bad things.A second problem

is that when we make our choices as consumers, we tend to think

foremost about how our choices affect us without giving much

consideration about how our choice will affect others.When we select

a paint color for the exterior of our home, very few of us poll our

neighbors regarding their preferences as to the color, even though they

may be the ones who actually spend more time looking at the outside

of our homes.

In order to make markets work, we need to be intentional about the

kinds of values we bring to the marketplace. Community is one such

value. If we don’t intentionally broaden our concept of welfare beyond

the scope of the individual, markets alone will fall short of the ideals

we seek.

So what does community look like? I learned a lot about it a

number of years ago when my family and I visited my colleague,

P. J. Hill, and his family, on their ranch in Montana.The ranch was a

homestead founded by P. J.’s grandfather.

On that visit I witnessed community in action. I learned that

1 6 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

DR. BRUCE HOWARD ’74,

PROFESSOR OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
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click of a mouse. But unlike cigarette packets, there is no health or

reliability warning attached. Ultimately the danger is that we feel

empowered by the knowledge readily accessible to us, but we may

not understand what we “know”—and even worse—what we do

not know.

I was sharing a conference platform with a leading physician

when he decided to show us how easily we can put information

about ourselves on the “Net.” He googled Facebook and brought his

daughter’s entries up on the screen. Much to his embarrassment and

ours, they described in graphic detail her broken romantic relationship

and innermost longings. Hastily he closed the window (anticipating,

I expect, a frank father-daughter discussion). Nevertheless, the

transparency of networking sites like Facebook and MySpace is even

attracting employers who are curious to learn what individuals 

have to say about themselves.

Our modern technological, media-driven society is increasingly

individualistic. It makes study, learning, conversation, and relationships

harder because we can retreat into our own world and create our

own pictures from all we see and hear.Another fixture of our

culture are the iPods and cell phones we see everywhere we go,

attached to the ears of people whom we might otherwise mistake

for deaf.These individuals live in and listen to their own specially

selected world of music or speech. Clubs and societies at some

colleges and universities are even collapsing because students would

rather enter various chat rooms on the Web than actually spend 

time with others.

This virtual world can be a gateway to pornography—and in fact,

much computer use in many academic settings is for that purpose.

Many lives, families, relationships, and even churches have been

blighted by computer porn and explicit material. Meanwhile,

television, DVDs, movies, and video games have given children

access to images that cannot be easily forgotten, and which

ultimately affect their relationships and expectations of real people in

the real world.

What science has given to facilitate communication through

various media has been twisted and abused by humanity.Truth has

been replaced by image and appearance. Spin has eclipsed honesty in

politics and advertising. Immediacy and intensity have trumped hard

work, consistency, and careful assessment.Watch MTV and see how

often the image changes. Listen to NPR and note how music is

necessary to break up the words and speech. Consider the millions

spent on advertising and its profound impact on our behavior and

W H E A T O N 1 7

spend the night fighting the fire. I learned from listening to stories

about branding parties that true community is characterized by

cooperation. I also learned that strong communities are characterized

by strong individuals.

A strong sense of individual worth is necessary to make markets

work. But that has to be balanced by a strong sense of community.

And if you really want to see what this balance looks like, I heartily

recommend a visit to eastern Montana.

Dr. Bruce Howard ’74 is a professor of business

and economics and a CPA. He holds a Ph.D. in

economics and an M.S.A. in accounting from

Northern Illinois University. For more of 

Dr. Howard’s insights on community from a

business standpoint, see his recently released book,

Charting the Course: Values for Navigating

Life in the Marketplace (Authentic Publishing,

2008). Find it with our latest list of books by

faculty authors on page 60.

t a lecture to healthcare professionals in Edinburgh, Scotland,

I heard a heartfelt complaint from parents of dying children.

After bringing to their specialists hundreds of pages on the latest

“cure” for cancer they unearthed on the Internet, they were

disappointed to discover that not only were their doctors unaware

of these alleged cures, but there was also little or no scientific

evidence to support them.

As their disillusionment illustrates, media information requires

careful critical analysis.The Internet has so changed the acqui-

sition of knowledge that we can learn about anything with the

“Our modern technological, media-driven
culture is increasingly individualistic. It 
makes study, learning, conversation, and
relationships harder because we can retreat
into our own world and create our own
pictures from all we see and hear.”

Dr. E. David Cook, Arthur F. Holmes Professor of Faith and Learning 

a
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Dr. E. David Cook holds the Endowed

Holmes chair of philosophy. His desire is to

help people, and especially Christians, to

think critically and creatively, as well as to

integrate faith and practice.With two master’s

degrees from Oxford and Edinburgh

universities, as well as a Ph.D. from

Edinburgh, Dr. Cook divides his time

between the United States and the United

Kingdom, teaching at Wheaton and at

Oxford.

ommunity is built upon common unity—not uniformity. Can

pressures to conform or assimilate within a community represent a

clear and present danger to diversity? Conversely, is diversity a threat to

community?

Societies and churches around the globe are grappling with these

acute questions in an age of unpredictable violence and terrorism.

Moving beyond the normal apprehensions and uncertainties one

encounters in social situations, simplistic answers and stereotypes prevail

in popular consciousness.Amidst crime, scandals, and apathy, the quest

for an authentic, enduring community life goes on.

Social scientist Daniel Goleman has coined the term “social

intelligence” to describe how our brains can be enhanced by positive

social experiences; likewise, toxic interactions and conversations destroy

our health by causing our brains and cells to decay. In these changing

times, evangelicals today fear incumbent social changes as the diversity

and complexity of God’s human creation unfolds.Yet terrible times

harbor tremendous, albeit miraculous, opportunities for revitalized

vision and refurbished action.

Leadership matters. I suggest that declining family structure, violence,

terrorism, and the malaise in many churches are rooted in not under-

beliefs. Even political debate has become a series of one-liners and

news bites.

Living in community is hard work; it is far easier to live in our

own twilight world of immediate and intense experience.The cost

is horrendous.We will end up living in splendid isolation rather

than mutual responsibility.We will have access to information

without being able to assess it critically and apply it reliably.We will

communicate by shortcuts and lose the grace and subtlety of

creative writing and reading of literature.

Christianity is not a “do-it-yourself ” religion. Community—the

Church—is central to who and what we are. Luther and Calvin

disagreed about whether image or word was fundamental to the

Christian faith.Today, in an increasingly visual age and in a culture

where our attention spans are decreasing, how can we share our faith

through evangelism, preaching, and teaching? We need to return to

the Word, which was in the beginning, to the Trinity community that

is God—and, in particular, to the Son who was made flesh and dwelt

among us. Incarnation is very different from appearance, and

Christians are called to be living incarnations that speak and show

the truth and love of God in all we say and do.

1 8 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

“Declining family structure, violence, terrorism,
and the malaise in many churches are rooted
in not understanding how to harness the
explosive social forces related to diversity,
community, and creative inclusive leadership.”
Dr. Henry L. Allen ’77, Professor of Sociology

DR. E. DAVID COOK 

ARTHUR F. HOLMES PROFESSOR OF FAITH AND LEARNING

c
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against the poor. Let me suggest that they embrace diversity as an

opportunity to explore the treasures of the image of God in others.

They do not fear diversity, given their faith in Almighty God.They

speak affirmatively to the poor and needy (Isaiah 58).The full gospel is

incarnational as well as evangelical, theological, and sociological.True

integrity moves us beyond the superficialities of glitzy marketing.

Goleman argues that future generations may be stymied by “social

autism,” or the inability to relate well to others.What an unexpected

threat to community.Answers are not found in mere technology or

escapism, but in what Jesus reveals in the Sermon on the Mount about

how we are to live together as His disciples (Matthew 5). Relationships

matter. Diversity is pregnant with opportunities. Just as Einstein

discovered energy in the very place many brilliant physicists ignored,

may future generations of evangelicals realize the powerful energies 

and treasures of diversity.

Dr. Henry L.Allen ’77

earned his Ph.D. from the

University of Chicago,

and teaches courses on the

sociology of education,

criminology, and urban

sociology. He has served

as a consultant for the

National Education

Association (NEA),

providing in-depth

sociological analysis of

current issues in

education. He continues to

work with several civic

organizations that focus

on promoting justice and

facilitating discussion

among African American

leaders. He has also 

served in urban churches,

social service organi-

zations, school districts,

and criminal justice

organizations.
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standing how to harness the explosive social forces related to diversity,

community, and creative inclusive leadership. If each is to reach its full

potential in redeemed humanity, we must refresh our norms around an

incarnational theology in Christ that can cause personal redemption and

structural transformations.

As Jesus expressed boldly to the Pharisees in Matthew 23, sin is

personal, social, and rooted in spiritual leadership.The Pharisees did not

foster communities beyond their ethnocentric borders.They did not

embrace the diversity of fallen humanity: publicans, prostitutes, lepers,

the poor, and the disabled—especially the despised Samaritans.They did

not practice spirituality rooted in the creative, inclusive demands of

biblical, covenantal love. In short, the division of labor in the Messiah’s

time reflected the same fear, ethnocentrism, ignorance, and selfishness of

our own, although with far less complexity, diversity, globalization, and

contingencies.The Pharisees majored in things such as rituals and

statuses that labeled others without demonstrating genuine loving

compassion.

The great sociologist Emile Durkheim realized more than a century

ago that morality was the glue that kept societies together. He further

understood that changes in the division of labor in society affected

morality, religion, family structure, and ideology.The breakdown of any

society is rooted in the hypocrisy of an aberrant morality.

Whose morality will prevail when parasitic norms proliferate? Charles

Derber addresses this question in his book, The Wilding of America.

Derber realized that vulgar media images, as well as scandals among

religious, business, and political leaders can snowball to such an extent

that a corrosive morality invades family structures, communities, schools,

and churches.The poor and disadvantaged imbibe these toxins, resulting

in violence, family breakdown, and a sinful social intelligence. Prejudice

and discriminations produce an atmosphere where diversity is mocked

by tokenism and inferior schooling. Like Israel, we ignore the prophets

by satisfying our collective egos with apostasy and complacency. Hence,

fear results for all. Community breaks down when a ball of confusion

permeates church and society. But as James Gilligan found in his studies

of the nation’s most violent offenders, even criminals desire love, respect,

acceptance, and a sense of belonging.

Healthy communities are rooted in the creative, inclusive wisdom of

biblical leaders across social institutions, and society is healthy when

biblical morality overcomes personal, familial, and institutional sins. Such

communities do not mistake tradition for revelation or lack of conflict

for peace.They serve and give to those who need it most.As James

recognized in the New Testament, godly leaders do not discriminate

DR. HENRY L. ALLEN ’77,

PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY
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Who is your favorite Wheaton professor? 

In the winter 2007 issue of Wheaton magazine we asked you to tell us

about your most memorable, most meaningful faculty mentoring

experiences. Perhaps your life was dramatically changed by a professor

who went over and above his or her teaching responsibilities to serve as

an advisor, a counselor, and a friend. Recognizing the value of such

relationships and intentionally enhancing them continues to be a high

priority at Wheaton—and so does creating an environment where every

student (as well as every faculty member) can reap the benefits of these

fruitful interactions.

Read on, because, more than we can describe, your responses to our

invitation reveal why mentoring still matters at Wheaton.

read a quote somewhere to the effect that the best

teachers are not necessarily judged by what they

teach but by what they understand. I think my

experience at Wheaton was a living testimony to the truth

of that comment.

When presented with the opportunity to write about a

teacher who made an impact on my life at Wheaton, I

began to make a list and realized that there were almost

none who did not deeply affect, in a positive and life-

giving way, the adult I became.

There were those dinners in the homes of several faculty

and staff where I learned much about manners, social

interaction, civility—and, yes, which fork to use when. I

also witnessed how some healthy, happy Christian

marriages seemed to work.

When my lifestyle veered too far from the norm, I was

lovingly guided back to a more responsible pattern. Never

was I degraded, abused, or rejected because of my

halting efforts to learn what individual freedom actually

meant. Instead I was “parented” in brand-new ways.

Perhaps most poignant for me (as I often stayed on

campus through holidays to work at the library) was the

genuine thoughtfulness of faculty and staff who

understood my loneliness and would occasionally

“kidnap” me to grab a soda and just talk. I cannot

begin to recount everything I have learned about life

and friendship from these encounters.

So, to return to the quote with which I began this

tribute, I have been deeply blessed and irrevocably

formed as a Christian through what my professors

understood about me and how they responded to that

understanding by what they taught me. In fact, I would

consider anything less to be a rather hollow

educational experience.

To all of you who taught me, both in the classroom and

in the world, bless you. If I didn’t have the grace to

thank you then, I thank you now, with all my heart.

Nance Wabshaw ’73

Read about Wheaton’s Faculty-to-Student 
Mentoring Initiative at http://promise.wheaton.edu
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More Than a
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c)

b)

I was a chemistry major

who, somewhat

reluctantly, took an

Introduction to Evangelism

course because good friends

forced—or at least strongly

encouraged—me to.

I was struggling between my

life-long dream of becoming a

medical doctor and a nagging

feeling that God had

something else in mind. In the

class, Dr. Lyle Dorsett talked

about a little Christian school

in Baytown, Texas, that was

“kicking in the gates of hell.”

Then the bombshell for me:

“Everyone is called to be a

physician (pregnant pause), a

physician of the soul!”

Because of the Holy Spirit's

leading, and Dr. Dorsett's

words, I ended up teaching

chemistry at Baytown Christian

Academy.

I am now the secondary

principal at Statesville Christian

School in Statesville, North

Carolina. God had a plan for

my life. He used Dr. Dorsett 

to call me to be a “physician of

the soul” daily as I work with

young people.

Mitchell Salerno ’97

a)The influence of Louis

(Pop) Rasera shaped my

entire life.

I majored in Spanish, and after

graduation from Wheaton,

Pop Rasera sent me to Mexico

City to study at the University

of Mexico graduate school.

b) Dr. Mark Amstutz
Professor of Political Science
1972- present

c) Dr. Lyle Dorsett
Professor of Educational
Ministries and Evangelism
1983-2005

a) Louis (Pop) Rasera
Professor of Spanish
1946-63

In a classroom on the

other side of the Atlantic,

Dr. Mark Amstutz enthusiasti-

cally taught international

politics to a group of Wheaton

students in Europe in 1979.

Using a text that included legal

case studies, as well as visits

to such places as the

International Court of Justice,

Dr. Amstutz caused us to think

deeply about the root causes

underlying the conflicts we

studied. His passion for

teaching—evidenced by his

excitement in our efforts to

think and learn—is memo-

rable. And now, decades later,

as a government lawyer, I dig

beneath the stated positions to

find the “why” that motivates

those with whom I deal.

Thank you, Dr. Amstutz.

Sandy Ykema ’80

It was through a Conservative

Baptist missionary that I

decided that I  wanted to be a

foreign missionary, and not a

Spanish teacher. My wife Linda

and I served in Mexico with 

the Central American Mission

(CAM), and subsequently,

we were sent to Spain. There

we planted several churches

and started a Christian

camping and Bible conference

grounds. I am grateful to Louis

(Pop) Rasera for getting me

started on the right path.

John E. Miller ’57

Teacher
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d)

f)

e) Dr. Harold Harper
Professor of Education
1972-1981

f)  Dr. Don Smarto
Director of Institute
for Prison Ministries
1985-96

e)Spring quarter of 1978 found

me student teaching, taking an

independent study course,

struggling with family difficulties,

being engaged to a Marine

stationed 2,000 miles away, and

preparing for a May wedding.

Dr. Harold Harper, then head of

the education department and

my advisor, approached me with

a generous and stunning offer.

Why not, he suggested, student

teach through spring break?

My professor’s amazing invita-

tion was followed by the warm

acceptance of a then over-

whelmed education student into

the Harper family—for housing,

meals, family prayer time, and

conversation. College classes

didn’t meet that week, but what I

learned from Dr. and Mrs. Harper

was enduring and precious. I

learned about the grace of God. I

learned about humble service.

And I learned what it looks like

to live for Jesus.

Barbara Pardun Jantz ’79

d) Dr. Glenn Heck
Instructor in Education
1956-1958

Glenn Heck ’49 was my

mentor while at Wheaton as

an education major. In the

classroom he inspired me to

commit to lifelong learning.

During consultations about

student teaching, he helped

me learn how to manage a

classroom and communicate

effectively to students. He and

his wife Ginny (Erickson) ’52

invited eight education majors

to live in their home in 1957-

58. I was fortunate to be one

of those women who every

Sunday afternoon enjoyed their

fireside chats. There we talked

about our lives, our futures,

and the issues of the day. To

this day we are still friends.

I am eternally grateful for the

opportunity to know and

emulate a living example of

Glenn’s Christian life lived For

Christ and His Kingdom.

Marilyn Camp ’58  

2 2 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

In Blanchard Hall, 

15-20 students had

gathered to hear about an

inaugural trip to Florida’s

maximum-security prisons.

With much prayer and

consideration, I decided to go

on this prison ministry trip.

Even though it was the first

mission trip I had been on, it

would certainly not be my last.

Throughout the next three

years, I would take every

prison ministry opportunity

available. I visited Cook County

Jail, mentored in the DuPage

Youth Detention Center, and

even flew to Houston’s

correctional facilities.

What drew me was the Christ-

like quality of seeking the lost I

saw in Don Smarto. His love

for inmates and his passion to

tell them the good news of

Jesus Christ was contagious.

As the director of the Institute

for Prison Ministries at the Billy

Graham Center, he provided

many opportunities (in

conjunction with Bill Glass

Ministries and Prison Fellowship)

for me to be active in prison

ministry. He took me under his

wing and taught me how to love

the unlovable. He showed me

that the kingdom of heaven

isn’t necessarily found under

steeples but in cells. He

modeled for me the words of

Matthew 25 regarding visiting

those in prison, and he showed

me that Christ is present when

we minister to the least of these.

Because of the influence of a

Wheaton College professor,

today more than 300 men and

women have the opportunity

every week to hear about the

good news of Jesus Christ and

respond to his love. I founded

Upstate Jail Ministries as a

nonprofit organization in 2004. I

train more than 20 volunteers

from 10 area churches to

minister in our two county jails,

just as Don trained me 10 years

earlier.

Peter Bailey ’96
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h)
g)

i)

a warm July Saturday evening.

Just as we prepared to walk

back out the front door, having

no particular plans on campus,

whom should we literally run

into but—Bill Phemister! It was

as though nearly 20 years

dissolved into 20 minutes. He

immediately remembered us

and insisted we come to his

home right then. He and Mary

Anne shared tea, A Prairie

Home Companion, and both

their Steinways for our 10-

year-old twins to regale them

with a piano duet of “The Stars

and Stripes Forever.” It was an

appropriate piece for a

memorable July evening!

Dr. William Phemister has

etched his musical, personal,

and spiritual example forever

into my life and I am happy to

remain in his debt.

Ann Brause Barkley ’77

a blessing to me, and in different

ways, they all impacted my life.

Nonetheless, there is one that

stands out head and shoulders

above the crowd. I refer to Mr. V.

R. “Swede” Roskam.

Swede, a Chicago businessman,

taught several of my economics/

business classes. Because of

his role in the business world,

he brought a great sense of

practical, down-to-earth reality

to our course work through the

examples he was able to share

in class. But he also brought a

warm and caring persona

wrapped in a delightful sense of

humor and a well-developed

practical love for his Savior.

Through all these years Swede

has made a consistent effort to

stay in touch and to keep

drawing me out and challenging

me. His career has taken 

him all over the world, as well

as on trips to California, where 

I live.

On one such trip, my grandson

asked where I was going as I

headed out late one evening to

meet Swede. I replied that I was

going to be driving about 40+

miles to meet a man who had

become a combination of father,

big brother, and strong friend.

As I explained who Swede is to

me, I saw a light dawn in my

grandson’s eyes as he began to

understand a new and deeper

dimension of friendship than he

had previously known.

Thomas E. Lindholtz ’69

I enrolled in the Wheaton

M.A. program in biblical

literature. At the same time, I

decided that I would test the

waters by taking some

premedical courses. During the

middle of the first semester, I

talked with Dr. Russell Mixter

’28 about my plans. He

suggested that I enroll in the

second semester of biology.

Although I studied very hard,

I flunked the six-weeks exam!

Dr. Mixter urged me to continue

the course because he thought

that my “F” was because I had

no background in biology.

Furthermore, he said that if I

would get “A’s” in the next two

units and on the final, I would

As I near retirement from

almost 37 years at the

University of California, I

still remember an instance of

“culture shock” that occurred

shortly after I began my career.

Walking across campus I

overheard two students talking.

One said, “I met my professor

the other day; he’s really nice.”

And I realized at once the

incredible blessing of going to a

school like Wheaton, where

every professor I had knew me

by my first name. They were all

get an “A” for the course.

I took his advice, got an “A” in

his course, completed other

premed courses, and got my

M.A. in 1954. I graduated from

Baylor University Medical

School, interned in Houston,

and had residency training at

the Mayo Clinic.

I have Dr. Mixter to thank for a

fulfilling life in the practice of

medicine. When I stopped by to

thank him years later, he did

not remember the incident. I

am sure that was because his

life was filled with similar

incidents of encouraging and

helping students.

Will H.Hohm ’52, M.A.‘54

William Phemister may

have retired in 2007 from

teaching piano at Wheaton

College, but he will never tire of

influencing people.

His personalized involvement in

preparing each of his students

for junior and senior recitals

must have cost more hours

than money could compensate.

He and Mary Anne hosted

studio recitals in their home.

They arranged for

transportation for vehicle-

deprived students to travel to

competitions. His students

were genuinely welcomed as a

part of his family.

In July 2000 we drove our

Dodge van from Mission Viejo,

California, to my native state of

Ohio. Passing through

Wheaton, we took the kids to

the Conservatory, even though

it was deserted in the middle of

i) Mr. V. R. Roskam
Visiting Instructor in
Sociology and Economics
1966-70, 1979-80 

g) Dr. William Phemister
Professor of Music
1972-2007
Currently Guest Lecturer in Music

h) Dr. Russell Mixter
Professor of Zoology
Chair of Biology 1947-72,
1928-1979
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Japan, early 1940s
A famous photograph of Emperor Shôwa, or Hirohito,

shows him in his military dress uniform. Below this

portrait, in a public school classroom, is a shrine where

incense burns. Low bowls of water, a bloom from a

magnolia tree, a dish of rice, and fresh fruit (perhaps

Nashi pears or persimmons) are carefully arranged

there.

At the start of the school day,Akiko Oshiro’s teacher

directs her fifth grade class to bow before the altar and

to bow again before the emperor’s picture.Akiko refuses

because, as unusual as it is in Japan in the early 1940s,

she is a Christian.

Her mother’s family actually includes generations of

believers; the first was baptized in 1862 by early

Protestant missionaries to Japan. (Even though

Christianity was introduced to the country in 1859,

today less than one percent of Japanese identify

themselves as Christian believers.)

As a punishment for her noncompliance,Akiko must

remain standing at the back of the classroom for the rest

of the day, awkwardly bending down to use her leg as a

writing surface.

That evening, her father tells her that the “powerful

testimony of an individual touches the souls of others.”

Later, in the thesis she would write to earn her master’s

degree from Wheaton College, she would compare

Roman and Japanese emperor worship and note the

impact on Christians.

Rural Japan, 1945
“I will never forget the day—June 19, 1945,”Akiko

says.“Our school grounds were bombed.We were

buried underneath the fallen building and later they

dug us out.”

She is 13 years old when U.S. bombs destroy her

school.Teachers and friends are killed, and Akiko is

badly injured, her head struck with a falling beam.To

this day she lives with chronic pain. Sometime later, a

doctor would tell her that her injuries would prevent

her from bearing children. Knowing that her life would

not follow an expected path,Akiko decides to devote

herself to education.

M
O

M
EN

TS IN
 H

ER LIFE

President of Tokyo Woman’s Christian
University, Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A.
’60 receives the Alumni Association’s
Alumna of the Year 2008 Award for
Distinguished Service to Society.
by Jennifer Grant ’89

Wheaton, May 2008 
Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A. ’60 travels to Wheaton

from Tokyo to accept the Alumna of the Year Award

for Distinguished Service to Society. During her

time in Wheaton, she gives speeches to a number of

campus groups, each one preceded by laudatory—

and nearly identical—introductions. She is described

as a Wheaton graduate; a Fulbright scholar; the

president of Tokyo Woman’s Christian University; an

activist in the Christian women’s movement in

Japan; a visiting fellow at Harvard University; a

board member of  World Vision Japan; an author,

scholar, mother, and grandmother.

At commencement,Akiko delivers an address

urging new Wheaton graduates to go out into the

world as peacemakers.“I am talking about peace for

all men and women—not merely peace in our time,

but peace for all time,” she says, echoing words

spoken by British Prime Minister Neville

Chamberlain in September 1938.

Chamberlain’s hope of peace was crushed the day

after he spoke those words, when Adolf Hitler broke

the Munich Agreement and invaded

Czechoslovakia.The war that followed would

radically alter the course of Akiko Minato’s life.
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Tokyo, early 1950s
In 1951,Akiko Oshiro begins college at Tokyo Woman’s

Christian University. (At the time only about two

percent of all university students in Japan are women.)

She privately longs to travel to the United States so that

she can make peace with her “enemy country.”

At this time Japanese yen cannot be exchanged for

American dollars, so although her family is affluent, the

only way she can travel to the U.S. is to receive a

government scholarship. She applies for a Fulbright for

graduate study in the United States and wins,

outscoring more than 20,000 applicants on the entrance

examination.

To America, 1957
“Today we take airplanes, but at that time ships were

the only way for us to travel,”Akiko recalls.

One of 35 Fulbright scholars onboard (32 of whom

were men),Akiko meets Hiroshi Minato, a fellow

Christian traveling to the University of Minnesota to

study organic chemistry.A few years later, Hiroshi and

Akiko are married at St. John’s Lutheran Church in

Wheaton by College President Dr.V. Raymond Edman.

Before this happy day,Akiko spends most of her time

at Wheaton studying the New Testament and church

history. She is deeply aware that the Protestant

Christianity that was introduced in Japan was filtered

through a very particular Western, male mindset.

“I wanted to write church history from a woman’s

point of view, since so much is written about men—

Augustine, Luther, Calvin,Wesley,”Akiko says.“I have

written many articles about Augustine’s mother,

Monnica; about the wife of Martin Luther, Katharina

Von Bora; and about Wesley’s mother, Susanna.”

While studying in Boston,Akiko and Hiroshi are

delighted to learn that Akiko is pregnant, in spite of her

original diagnosis.Their son is born in the United

States and is later followed by a brother and sister, both

born in Japan.

When Hiroshi dies unexpectedly from a fall at age

44,Akiko suddenly finds herself as a single mother. Her

sense of loss is overwhelming and she wonders why

God would take him in the prime of his life.

Still, she perseveres in raising her children (at the time,

ages 16, 14, and 10) on her own, gradually coming to feel

God’s presence, and accepting His control.“I laid my

burden at His feet and found rest for my soul,” she says.

Royalties from books Hiroshi Minato had written on

organic chemistry support the family financially, and with

their material needs cared for, all three Minato children

are able to attend college. Nonetheless, life as a single

mother and part-time teacher remains stressful for Akiko.

It is not until her children grow into adulthood that she

begins to take full-time teaching positions.Today, she is a

grandmother of five, and her children and grandchildren

live nearby in Tokyo.

Wheaton, 2008
Receiving the distinguished service award,Akiko says, is

very rewarding.“So often to be a career woman means

doing great things, earning lots of money, living in a nice

way, and working the same as men,” she explains.“But I

don’t think so.”

Akiko notes that the recognition illustrates that women

wear many hats in their lifetimes—mothers, business-

people, wives, and scholars.

“This award means a great deal to me,” she says,“not

only for myself, but for all the women who are working

in a variety of roles in different moments of their lives.”

left: Akiko’s family
portrait, taken just
before she came to the
United States in 1956.

below: Akiko and
Hiroshi near Lake
Michigan.
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ome aim to build empires, companies, or fortunes, but for the

last 30 years at Wheaton College,Vice President for Student

Development Dr. Sam Shellhamer has been about the business

of building relationships. He has mentored students, guided faculty and

staff, strengthened marriages through premarital counseling, and

maintained friendships with scores of alumni since he started working at

Wheaton in 1978.

“He’s passionate about growing and developing people,” says Steve

Ivester ’93, director of student activities.

That’s why when Sam retired this July, it seemed only fitting that

students proposed renaming the Stupe Café in his honor. Former

Student Government President Tim George ’08 explains,“We wanted to

honor Sam for his 30 years of service to Wheaton in a way that would

reflect his heart for students and student ministry.” At the core of the

Beamer Student Center, the Stupe Café is a “very visible gathering place

for hundreds of students every day,” Tim notes. It’s the location of

numerous conversations, and “the place where people go to get refreshed

and energized.”

As of this fall, students will now be able to grab a cup of coffee or an

ice cream at Sam’s and to remember a man who made it a priority to

personally mentor 10 students per year, in addition to leading premarital

counseling sessions with his wife, Carole, for a number of couples every

semester.

Says President Duane Litfin,“Only the Lord knows how different this

place would be without Sam’s influence. He has shaped our entire

approach to student development and touched countless lives in the

process. It’s hard for me to imagine Wheaton without him.”

What has Sam’s approach to student development been? Here’s a picture

of the attributes that have characterized his leadership, and a glimpse of the

ways Sam has touched students’ lives over the last three decades.

S
by Katherine

Halberstadt
Anderson ’90

2 6 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

Dr. Sam
Shellhamer
retires 
this year 
following a
career
devoted to
enriching
Wheaton’s
students.

So Long,Sam
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your family?’ His concern was very important to me—and to my wife.

I haven’t gotten that at other places I’ve worked.” During another

stressful season, Sam went the extra mile to get necessary support staff

hired and in place. “It’s not that his expectations are any lower—you’re

still expected to give your best—it’s just that he’s concerned that work

doesn’t bleed into your family life in a way that’s harmful,” explains Paul.

Providing encouragement
Steve Ivester ’93, who has directed the student activities office for the last

eight years, might not have gone into student development work if it

weren’t for Sam.“I remember having lunch with him on the back steps

of the Memorial Student Center after graduation and expressing my

disappointment with what I was doing,” says Steve. After taking Sam’s

suggestion and going to a conference for Christians in student

development, he hasn’t looked back since.

Steve says that part of what he has appreciated about working with

Sam is that “he regularly offers promises from God’s Word.” One of Sam’s

favorite sayings,“God doesn’t call us to be successful, but to be faithful,”

continues to stick with Steve, who admires the way Sam keeps in touch

with a number of people by sending quick e-mails or letters of

encouragement on a regular basis.

Leading with levity 
As a new Wheaton student, Rodney Sisco ’84 first met Sam on campus.

A “gregarious freshman,” expressing his enthusiasm for college life,

Promoting reconciliation
“If I had to pick a Scripture to describe Sam, it would be Micah 6:8,” says

preceding Vice President for Student Development Dr. Henry Nelson—

“‘He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord

require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with

your God?’”

“Sam,” Dr. Nelson adds,“is a man who loves mercy.”

It’s an impression that he illustrates with a story—a story that begins in

brokenness. Dr. Nelson remembers the difficulty of having to ask one

particular student to leave the College. Sam was then serving as dean of

students and was known for his continued care and follow-up with

students who made unwise choices.

Years later,Sam not only made contact with this student,he encouraged

Dr. Nelson to meet with him as well.“There was reconciliation, and Sam

was the one who made that happen,” explains Dr. Nelson, who

appreciates the way Sam puts discipline in a redemptive context.

Prioritizing family first
“I appreciate Sam’s commitment to his family and his encouragement to

all of us not to sacrifice our families for our work,” says Paul Chelsen ’91,

now in his tenth year serving as Wheaton’s director of residence life.

During one semester in 2006, the student body weathered both an

outbreak of mumps and a flood, requiring a great deal of overtime.

“For all of us, there are those stressful situations. But I remember Sam

asking me during that time, ‘What are you going to do to give back to

Snapshots of Sam

The Shellhamer family:  (left to right) C.J. Van Wagner, Heather Shellhamer Van Wagner, Carole Shellhamer with Haleigh Van Wagner, 
Sam Shellhamer, and Scott Shellhamer with Emma Van Wagner.
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Rodney randomly shouted across the quad “‘Wild times!’”

“Sam turned and yelled right back as loud as he could,‘Wild times!’”

recalls Rodney.“I remember thinking—any administrator who does that

has got to be cool. I’ve got to get to know him.”

As director of multicultural development for 20 years, Rodney has

learned not only to appreciate Sam’s sense of humor, but also how he has

shown his support for diversity through his leadership and his persistence

in encouraging the dialogue of diversity on campus. He has also opened

his home on a regular basis to students of color, and helps buoy campus

organizations by attending events. “In the last 20 plus years of Gospel

Choir, he’s probably missed only one concert,” notes Rodney. “It’s not

just about being present, but about his desire to show his support on a

consistent level.”

Modeling spiritual discipline
Dr. Edee Schulze M.A. ’89, former dean of student life, has worked with

Sam for 21 years. “Consistently, Sam would say to students and to us,

‘The most important thing you can do is to start your day with the Lord.’

It was not unusual for us to stop in the middle of a meeting to pray about

something.”

Though she herself recently moved on from Wheaton to a position 

at Bethel University, Edee says, “Sam has been the model that I’ve

admired and grown under, and I’m delighted that he is the model I will

take with me.”

Likewise, Jad Jabbour ’07 became well acquainted with Sam during

his term as student government president, through biweekly meetings.

“He would pray with us,” says Jad, now a medical student at

Northwestern University.This future doctor says the primary lesson he

learned was one of nourishing the soul.“It was clearly important to Sam

to be going through the disciplines that allow us to know Christ better.

You hear this advice from people, but it takes on new power and

meaning when you see it modeled.”

Jad and his wife, Dena DeBoni Jabbour ’06, also took part in the

premarital counseling Sam and Carole offer. As an exercise, they wrote

out their goals for the first year of marriage, and now keep the list posted

in their bedroom as a reminder. “It was a great way to get us to think

concretely about why we were getting married, and to think about what

Christ would want for our marriage,” Jad notes.

Editor’s Note: In his retirement, Sam plans to spend more time with his wife,

Carole, his two children, and two granddaughters, as well as to enjoy golf,

gardening, antique cars, and woodworking. He also plans to continue serving on

the boards for both Hope International Ministries and Emmaus Ministries.

The Changing Student Body
How are Wheaton students different 
than they were when Sam started at
the College 30 years ago?
Though Wheaton’s mission hasn’t changed over the years, popular

culture, the family, and the church are the influences that Vice

President for Student Development, Dr. Sam Shellhamer, says have

had the greatest impact on Wheaton’s students over the years.

“Students 30 years ago came to Wheaton from more intact

families, and more came from mainline denominational churches.

They were also more biblically literate than today’s students,” he

explains.

The changing church—with its new forms of worship, music, and

evangelism—has had an impact on the kind of education students

require. “Part of our role now is to help students understand the

church in today’s culture, and to encourage them to be engaged

and actively involved,” he says.

The impact of popular culture on students today also can’t be

underestimated. Sam notes that students today are passionate

about their faith, and often have a broader Christian worldview that

motivates them to take advantage of ministry opportunities or get

involved with social justice concerns. 

However, he also adds, “It is more challenging for our students to

exercise the gift of discernment with the duplicity and lack of

integrity that permeates our culture. Our students take their faith

very seriously, but they also face the daily reality of placing their

faith into action and making decisions that reveal the Incarnate

Christ.” 

How does the student development staff hope to help students

through issues such as these? 

“President Litfin places a great deal of emphasis on what the

Bible says to us and how it relates and applies to living a life of

Christ in today’s culture,” Sam notes.  

Today’s students are inundated with messages from

advertisers, media, and the entertainment industry, and many use

technology extensively to connect with peers. However, Sam

believes that the somewhat impersonal methods of

communication so prevalent today are part of what makes the

relationships students have at Wheaton with faculty, staff, and

fellow students so formative. 

And in this, he says, the College hasn’t changed over the years.

Since he first arrived, relationships have been a key part of how

the College fulfills its mission. 

“Faculty and staff here care deeply about students,” observes

Sam. And, he says, it is through these relationships, that students

see not only is it possible to live a life where you make wise

choices, but also, “the same grace that can and does redeem us

when we fall into sin also keeps us from falling into sin again.”
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OOTHE PR MISE OF WHEATON
CAMPAIGN REPORT  AUTUMN 2008

THE 

PROMISE

GOAL 

65.5%

FULFILLED

A new science center, faculty-to-
student mentoring, a renovated arts
building, evangelism, an addition
for Edman Chapel, endowed
scholarships—these are just a few
of the ambitious initiatives set out
by the unprecedented $260-million
Promise of Wheaton campaign. 

$170,000,000 given to date*

43% of alumni households have given

$106,000,000 given by alumni

Nearly $50,000,000 given by trustees 

33 gifts of $1,000,000 or more

Largest commitment to date: $23,400,000

*as of July 15, 2008
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And what would Jim tell others who are thinking of investing in Wheaton?

“Your investment would provide the highest rate of return that you could hope for,”

he emphasizes. “It is a direct connection into the life of a young person seeking to 

follow Christ.”

Students stand behind The Promise
All 19 members of the 2008 Student Government gave at least $20 to The

Promise campaign, resulting in a $400 gift to the Wheaton Cares Scholarship

Fund, and demonstrating the importance of every small gift.

Explains former Student Government President Tim George ’08, “I figured if every

member of a group of students who were elected to represent the student body

gave money to The Promise campaign, it could send a strong message that

Wheaton students not only stand behind the mission of the school, but that we are

excited about that mission. Student Government realized the difficulty in the task

of raising $260 million, and we chose to actively show our support by sacrificing

just a little of what we had.”

The Wheaton Cares Scholarship Fund is an emergency fund for enrolled students

who can no longer handle the financial strains of paying for tuition.

3 0 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

shape the 
whole
student 
for Christ

keep
Wheaton 
affordable

campaign
total

provide 
excellent 
academic 
experience

*Total recieved as of 7.15.08 includes $8.5M in undesignated funds.

gifts / pledges* initiatives                   campaign goal

$ 38.0 M The Sciences / New Science Center $84 .0 M

$ 12.1M The Arts / Adams Hall and Edman $24 .0 M

$ 12.6M The Library / Hastert Center $14 .0 M

$ 2.1M Faculty-to-Student Mentoring $18.0 M

$ 0.2 M Beyond-the-Classroom Learning $3.0 M

$ 1.0M Evangelism $2.0 M

$ 19.0M Endowed Scholarships $30.0 M

$ 19.5M The Wheaton Fund $27.0 M

$ 29.7M Planned Giving $40.0 M

$ 27.6M Restricted Projects $18.0 M

$ 170.3M The Promise of Wheaton campaign* $260.0 M

You hold The Promise
The generous donations of alumni, parents, and friends of the College have now

provided $170 million toward the $260-million goal, and visitors to campus will

note that work is already underway at Edman Chapel and Adams Hall, the former

bookstore and gymnasium.

Though The Promise reached 65.5 percent of its goal as of July 15, 2008,

the College still has a long way to go. Ninety million more is needed before the

campaign’s completion in 2010, Wheaton’s 150th anniversary.

Meeting this goal will require not only that more people give, but that they give

more than they have ever given before, keeping in mind that every gift, no matter

the size, will perpetuate Wheaton’s distinctive founding character, and help

Wheaton students flourish in service to church and society for generations to come.

Three alumni fund a mentoring professorship
Although the value of a great mentor certainly cannot be measured in dollars and

cents, thanks to the generous support of three alumni, Wheaton can now add a 

new faculty member to its mathematics and computer science department whose

course load will include small group mentoring.

Former math majors Rich Berg ’80 and Phil Nussbaum ’84, together with colleague

and former economics major Jim Matson ’84, helped fully fund a new mentoring

professorship in math on behalf of the Chicago-based bond firm Performance 

Trust, which uses a mathematical approach to the sale of fixed-income securities.

Rich serves as the firm’s CEO, while Phil is chairman of the board, and Jim,

president and chief operating officer. Over the years, the company has hired a

number of Wheaton graduates.

“Young people enjoy spending time with someone with real life experience—

someone who is willing to invest in them and work with them,” says Jim. “I’ve seen

students who are very sharp, but who seemingly lack direction. These students 

need someone to come alongside them and offer guidance so that they are prepared

and aware of how God wants to use them and their gifts in the working world.”

Performance Trust interfaces with many business-people who are impressed by the

firm’s excellence, business acumen, and work ethic, but are more intrigued by those

qualities when they learn that the executives are Christians. It opens doors for

conversations and relationships in contexts where they would otherwise not occur.

In addition to believing strongly in the work of Wheaton College, all three say 

that their sincere appreciation and admiration of Wheaton’s math chair Dr. Terry

Perciante was a decisive factor in their choice to give now.
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designed for the past. 

Recognizing the critical need for a state-

of-the-art science center that will meet

today’s instructional needs and be flexible

for future use, Wheaton alumni and

friends with careers in the medical

professions have joined together to form a

special campaign known as the Medical

Sciences Project. 

Sharing an appreciation for what it takes

to practice medicine with competence,

compassion, and ethics, the Medical

Sciences Project Committee’s 25 members

hope to raise $15 million toward the

construction of Wheaton’s new science

center. 

Dr. C. David Shook, a retired thoracic

surgeon, decided that joining the

committee was his chance to give back.

He says, “There are a lot of doctors who

are Wheaton graduates, and I think we

need to band together and do everything

we can to make this a viable project in

order to allow Wheaton to continue to

attract top students and top professors.”

If enough funds are in place by October

of 2008, the new science center can be

completed by December 2010—

Wheaton’s 150th anniversary.

To find out how close the committee has come 

to its goal, and to learn about informative 

events that may be coming to your area soon, visit

http://promise.wheaton.edu/medical. 

For a complimentary copy of the new DVD profiling

Wheaton alumni in the sciences call 630.752.5922.

After five years of practicing cardiac surgery, Dr. John Isch had

accomplished all of the career goals he set for himself. Yet he was

miserable.

“I probably would have left medicine,” he says, explaining that in all

his years—from undergraduate study at a secular university through

his first five years of practice—he hadn’t learned to integrate his

faith into his work. “I didn’t understand that medicine was my

ministry . . . my mission field,” he says. Then thanks to some spiritual

mentors, he began to see that “everything in medicine has to do with

the will and ways and work of God.”

Looking back, he contrasts his experience with that of his three

children and their spouses—all Wheaton graduates. “Wheaton

students come out saturated with the idea that the whole of life is

about living out your relationship with Jesus Christ,” he says.

Through his son, Andy ’91, now a general surgeon and Medical

Sciences Project committee member, John has had the opportunity

to watch the difference this early understanding makes in the

demanding, potentially all-consuming field of medicine. “It shapes

your decision-making on where to train, where to practice, and how

to integrate marriage and family with work,” he notes.

Committed to Wheaton’s educational philosophy, John now leads the

campaign that invites medical professionals to support Wheaton’s

science program.

He believes that the location and state-of-the-art design of the new

science center will provide “a showpiece for all the right reasons,”

giving students the Christian foundation they need for the right start

no matter their profession.

Chair of the Medical Sciences Project Committee, Dr. John Isch with his

wife Mary have been Wheaton Associates since 1996. A retired surgeon,

John is the co-founder of CorVasc MD’s, P.C., today one of the largest

cardiovascular surgical practices in the nation. Still active with this

organization, John also serves on the boards of several ministry organi-

zations, and until recently, on Wheaton’s Board of Visitors.

the right start

The Medical Sciences Project
Wheaton has a history of preparing

students holistically for careers in medical

professions. But while methods of

instruction have adapted to new inquiry-

based practices in science education,

Wheaton’s science facilities remain

the 
sciences

Dr. John Isch, chair of the Medical

Sciences Project Committee, reveals what

medical school doesn’t teach.

Beamer

Student

Center

Science Center

H
ow

ar
d 

S
tr

ee
t

University Place

56117_12-33  8/18/08  9:36 AM  Page 31



T H E  P R O M I S E  O F  W H E AT O N

Merit Scholarships Multiply
Nick Cherone ’10 almost didn’t come to

Wheaton. An accomplished percussion-

ist, he was offered a full scholarship to

another university. But Nick felt the Lord

directing him to Wheaton in spite of the

cost, and today he has no regrets. 

Nevertheless, over the last five years, 

58 percent of applicants who chose other

schools over Wheaton’s Conservatory did

so for financial reasons. In recent years,

even renowned programs have begun

offering head-turning financial packages

to lure students. For example, this year, a

$76,000, four-year scholarship drew one

potential Wheaton student to DePauw,

while an $80,000 scholarship led another

performer to the University of Michigan. 

“More and larger merit music awards are

needed to compete with peer institutions,

and to achieve the complex distribution

of players necessary for Wheaton’s

ensembles,” explains Conservatory

Director Dr. Tony Payne. 

That’s why merit scholarships for

musicians are part of The Promise

campaign. By 2010, the College hopes to

raise $2 million in merit-based financial

aid for Conservatory students. Following

are two of the first steps toward this goal.

Lois Lawler Hobbs Merit
Scholarship Fund
Established in 2006.

A piano and cello student at Wheaton,

Lois Lawler BME ’51 says, “As you 

get older, you realize how truly special

Wheaton is—the atmosphere, the

attitudes, the Christian beliefs, the

testimonies of professors—it all adds up

to a superlative situation.” 

She also remembers, as a music education

major, the pressures of trying to fit in

coursework and study time with daily

individual practice hours and ensemble

rehearsals. 

“We never had time to just sit and have a

coffee or a Coke,” she explains. She adds

that even as a student, “I had it as a seed

thought in my mind that I wanted to

help future students. It seemed that many

music students were worthy of financial

aid, but then there was little to be had.” 

Lois completed graduate studies, and

then taught string instruments to fourth-

through twelfth-graders in the public

schools for years. She became the first

woman president of the National

Orchestra Association. “Music is unique

because when giving lessons, you’re not

facing a classroom of 30-35 students.

There is an opportunity to have a one-

on-one influence in a young person’s life.”

Having just received her first note of

thanks from a scholarship recipient she

says, “I’m very happy to be part of taking

some of the financial burden off these

students, and I’d love for other music

What do Wheaton’s Conservatory
graduates do with their music degrees?

In the Yeo family, you’ll find three very

diverse answers to the same question from

Douglas Yeo ’76 and his two daughters,

Linda ’01 and Robin ’04.

Douglas, a bass trombonist with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, credits

former Dean of the Conservatory Harold Best as the teacher and mentor

who convinced him of the worth of a musical performance career. “When

people ask why I make music, I reply that I make it as an offering to God,”

he explains. “When the audience responds with a thunderous ovation, it is

not the members of the orchestra, or Beethoven, or Wagner, or Copland that

they are applauding, but, whether they know it or not, it is the living God.”

When Linda Yeo arrived at Wheaton in 1997, she knew she loved playing

the trombone as much as her dad, but her interests turned toward

teaching. This year, the 11-year-old students Linda began instructing her

first year out of college graduated from high school. “When I first met

them, they were bashful kids,” Linda says. “Now those boys are six-feet

tall, with size 13 feet, and I’ve watched music give them the confidence

to converse with me as a respected friend.”

Linda’s younger sister, Robin, spent many of her Conservatory days

backstage at Edman Chapel acting as liaison to the world premier

musicians the College brings to campus for its Artist Series. After

graduation, she took the arts management experience she gained at

Wheaton to Carnegie Hall, where she first worked as productions coordi-

nator. She now works in public relations for the San Francisco Opera.

All three members of the Yeo family speak of the power of music to carry

the creative artistry of God into public spaces.

the
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Lois Lawler Hobbs 
with her husband, Gianangelo Vergani 
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woman who, as public information

coordinator, welcomed visitors to campus

and sold tickets for the Artist Series and

other campus events in the 1990s.

Others will remember Juel as the wife of 

Dr. Harold Best, dean of Wheaton’s

Conservatory, who traveled with him

overseas on tour with student groups, and

hosted many a gathering. “I would watch

her, and was always amazed at her

abilities with people. . . . She loved the

students, and they loved her,” says 

Dr. Best.

When he lost Juel last year to cancer,

friends established a merit-based

scholarship in her honor. Explains 

Dr. Best, “Juel loved the arts, and had an

ear for wonderful music. She also had a

passion for the Conservatory that I think

would have been there even if I had not

been her husband.”  

Excited about the possibilities for this

new award, he says, “In order to continue

to build the quality of the Conservatory,

and to recruit those who are among the

best, merit scholarships are indispensable.”

Naming Opportunities

“Some of our best times as a family happened

when we gathered around the fireplace,” recalls

Trei Tatum ’98. Relaxing around the fire, he says,

they would read stories, share devotions, and 

talk about what occurred during that day.

When Trei and his parents, Johnny and Jan

Tatum, saw the Fireside Room in the Todd M.

Beamer Student Center, it brought back memories.

Today the name of the space recognizes the

Tatum family, who decided to provide funds for

the room so that students might enjoy a

comfortable place to be in the company of

friends.

Improvements taking shape in Adams Hall and

Edman Chapel offer additional opportunities for

Wheaton friends to name a room in honor of family

members, alumni, or a favorite professor 

or mentor.

Commemorative spaces yet to be named
in the former gymnasium and bookstore
turned visual arts building:

Three art galleries

Sculpting studio and courtyard

Photo studio

Lecture hall

Large student work area

Remaining opportunities in Edman Chapel:

Percussion studio  

Harp studio 

Double bass studio

Harpsichord studio

The completion of renovations to Adams Hall and its

new 11,000 square-foot addition will establish a

permanent presence for the art department, benefitting

all students: a lecture hall, galleries, painting and

studio spaces, a digital darkroom, expanded faculty

office spaces, a sculpture garden, upgrades to

essentials (such as access for the disabled), and more.

majors to know that this type of

scholarship can be set up.” 

This is the second scholarship Lois and her

husband, Gianangelo Vergani, have established.

The first, a need-based endowed scholarship for

music students, was established in 2003.  

Juel Best Achievement Award 
in Music
This merit-based award is still open for

contributions.

Many Wheaton students and alumni

remember Juel Best as the gracious

Harold and Juel Best
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WHEATONalumni

have mixed feelings about Facebook, the popular online social 

networking site that allows people to create an electronic community of

“friends” (I use that term loosely). When you create an account, you can ask

people to be your friend. One of the coolest things about the site is hearing

from people from your past who you forgot existed. A third-grade classmate,

from whom I hadn’t heard in 35 years, connected with me this way. When 

I want to contact my college-age babysitters or nephew, I don’t bother 

with e-mail or cell phones. I write on their Facebook walls and get a response

within hours. I also use it to get the word out about social events. Young 

alumni are far more likely to respond to a Facebook invitation than an e-mail or

print invite.

But here’s the downside. We all have a limited number of hours in the day.

Cybercommunity (á la Facebook) can take up so much time that we run out of

energy for real community. And sometimes it’s easier to communicate through

cyberspace than in person. Saves bothering with the conversation. I know 

of relationships that have been broken on Facebook when one person decided

to change their “relationship status” from dating to single—without telling the

person they were dating. Ouch.

We think a lot about “connecting” in the Alumni Relations office. We use

Facebook for reunion class pages, club invitations, and young alumni events.

But it’s only a means to an end. Connecting face-to-face is the point.

Handshakes, hugs, laughter, tears—those connections we can only make when

we’re together for real . . . just like when we were together, for real, as

students.

So next time you’re on Facebook, ask me to be your friend and I’ll happily

accept. But I hope you’ll come back to campus and shake my hand, too.

That’s when I’ll know we’ve connected.

Alumni Relations

Vice President for Advancement

and Alumni Relations

Dr. R. Mark Dillon

Director of Alumni Relations

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Alumni Association

President

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

President-Elect

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Past President

Robert D. Dye ’73

Executive Director

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Professor Emeritus

LeRoy H. Pfund ’49

Alumni Trustee Representatives

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93

Timothy A. Stoner ’82

Robert D. Dye ’73

Board of Directors

Serving through 2009

Donald S. Amsler ’58

Egil H. Anderson ’61

Jad Jabbour ’07

Adonya Seldon Little ’90

Christopher M. Perciante ’78

Linda Rensink Perciante ’77

Serving through 2010

Douglas Ambler ’90 

Mer Crow ’57

Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 

Christopher Jahns ’82

Patty Klepack Mann ’82

Norman Mindrebo ’80

Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 

David Patterson ’53

Lauren Pfister ’08

Serving through 2011

Tobias Eng ’01

Jane Hatfield Erickson ’78

Gretchen Wagle McCaskey ’74

Mary Ashley Miller ’69

Adam Phillips ’96

Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82

Director of Alumni Relations
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Alumni Faculty Grants awarded for 2008-09
Kevin Carlson (Applied Health Science)

Brett Foster (English)

Robert Gallagher (Intercultural Studies)

Leroy Huizenga (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Christina Bieber Lake (English)

Scottie May (Christian Formation and Ministry)

Pattle Pun (Biology)

Paul Rivera (Business and Economics)

Terri Watson (Psychology)

Samuel Zadi (Foreign Languages)

Science Division Block Grant for Faculty/Student

Summer Research

Faculty Missions Project 2007-2008
Mark Amstutz (Politics and International Relations), Bolivia

Jane Beal (English), Ghana

Becky Eggimann (Chemistry), Kosovo

Jeffrey Greenberg (Geology & Environmental Science), Kosovo

Sandra Joireman (Politics and International Relations), Ethiopia

Scottie May (Christian Formation and Ministry), Kenya

Tom Schwanda (Christian Formation and Ministry), India & UAE

Peter Walters (Applied Health Science), Costa Rica

For Scholarships in their 
Senior Year of 2008-09
Sarah Baggé Natalie Maust

Katherine Graham Jacob Rodriguez

Distinguished Service Awards 2007-08
For Distinguished Service to Society
Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A. ’60 

For Distinguished Service to Alma Mater
Dr. E. Beatrice Batson M.A. ’47 

Junior Faculty Grants awarded for 2008-09
Brett Foster (English)

Larycia Hawkins (Politics and International Relations)

Roy Joseph (Communication)

Henry Kim (Sociology and Anthropology)

Tiffany Kriner (English)

Emily Langan (Communication)

David Lauber (Biblical and Theological Studies)

Jeffrey Leigh (Conservatory of Music)

Read M. Schuchardt (Communication)

Each year the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors awards financial and nonfinancial

grants and awards to faculty, students, and alumni. Funds for these grants flow from 

the annual Wheaton Alumni Fund, which also supports every faculty member’s salary and

every student’s academic program.

Wheaton College Alumni Association Board of Directors Row 1: (l to r) Robert Dye ’73 (Past President), Timothy Stoner ’82 (President-Elect), Matthew Hsieh ’93

(President), Mark Dillon (Vice President for Advancement & Alumni Relations), Cindra Stackhouse Taetzsch ’82 (Executive Director). Row 2: (l to r) Marilyn Carnett Spradley

’65, Adonya Seldon Little ’90, Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72, Patty Klepack Mann ’82, Jennifer Brown Brown ’99 (Secretary), Sally Lynch Brinks ’60, David Patterson ’53,

Christopher Perciante ’78, Linda Rensink Perciante ’78, Cindy Hoidas, Jad Jabbour ’07. Row 3: (l to r) Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80, Norman Mindrebo ’80, Merwin Crow ’57,

Douglas Ambler ’90, Stephen Dill ’72, Christopher Jahns ’82, Elizabeth Woodson ’06. Not pictured: Donald Amsler ’58, Egil Anderson ’61, Kirk Farney, M.A. ‘98.

annual report 2007-08
wheaton college alumni association
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ALUMNI                 2008weekend

Alumni Weekend photo album

1 Memorabilia from the Class of 1958 is displayed on

a welcome table. 2 Alumni Symposium:  a

conversation with Dr. Mark Noll ’68, Dr. Nathan Hatch

’68, and Dr. John Piper ’68. 3 A view of the Wheaton

College sign in Soderquist Plaza. 4 Marilyn Krogh

’78, Steve Takushi ’78, Linda Knoepfle Takushi ’81

enjoy an evening of reminiscing at The Stupe.

5 Nancy Dunkerton Babson ’73, Apirom Leungchaikul

Lee ’73, Joan Hedstrom Dye ’73 enjoy time together 

at their 35th class reunion. 6 Dr. Melvin Banks

shares with classmates at the Class of 1958 reunion.

7 Akiko Oshiro Minato M. A. ’60  received the 2008

Alumna of the Year Award for Distinguished Service to

Society. 8 Class of ’58ers Eric Lindstrom, Dean Miller,

Mort Cain, and Don Amsler. 9 Abby Gunderson ’08

joins Kimberly Gunderson and Glen Gunderson ’78 

at the 30th class reunion. 10 Carole Van Duyne

Wallenstein ’43 shares a connection.

1

2

3
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save the date!
2008 Homecoming: October 3 & 4

Classes Celebrating Reunions
1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003

Alumni Association will honor: Dr. Dean E. Arnold ’64,
2008 Alumnus of the Year for Distinguished Service to Alma Mater
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(above) Peter and Bethany met at Wheaton when

she studied here for one semester.

(top) The weekend work crew, left to right: 

(front row) Anthony Gostanian ’01, Megan Costello

Gostanian ’00, Henry Shuffle ’02, Nate Tribble ’02 

(back row) Graham Marsden ’01, Peter Slayton ’01,

Chris Carter ’01, Cam Williams ’00.

Peter had wanted to do for his family ever since

we were dating,” she explains.

Over one long weekend, the seven men and

two women scaled 30-foot ladders, ripped off

dilapidated siding, removed an unstable deck,

put in four windows, wrapped the house in

Tyvek, carted and stacked debris, and then

began putting up new siding.

Joan says, “It reminded me of an old-

fashioned, Amish barn raising. We had guys

hanging out of windows and crawling on the

roof.” But she says the best part was “the

fellowship that was in everything.”

Though most were accustomed to working

with their heads more than their hands, they

made up for inexperience with long hours in the

rainy, 45-degree weather. “They got here on a

Friday night, and within a half an hour they

3 8 A U T U M N  2 0 0 8

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

he work of many hands still raises barns in

Lancaster’s Amish country. The same kind

of community spirit led Peter Flitton’s ’01

tight circle of Wheaton friends to North Dakota

in August 2007 for a work weekend to

remember their friend and to honor his parents,

Herb ’75 and Joan Strutz Flitton ’75.

After Peter lost his three-and-a-half-year

battle with cancer in May 2006, Anthony

Gostanian ’01 and eight more friends began

wondering what they might do to help Peter’s

parents, who both took medical leave to care for

their son during his hardest months.

Anthony first approached Peter’s widow,

Bethany Greydanus Flitton, with the idea of

helping re-side the Flitton’s home. Bethany not

only approved, she joined the gathering. “I was

glad, because I knew that it was something that

WHEATONalumni

On a chilly, wet North Dakota weekend, nine

Wheaton alumni gathered for a re-siding project that

also served as a memorial for one of our own.

Modern-day Barn Raising

T
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What is we10?

We10 is a new program

designed to keep young

alumni connected to

Wheaton College through

social activities,

information, career

support, and more.

Who is we10?

We include current 

students who have

completed a minimum 

of one school year

(“alumni-in-residence”)

and recent graduates up to

seven years after

graduation.

What are some

examples of

we10 programs?

�  Tuition Freedom Day
�  Blanchard Birthday Bash
�  Social Events like Dinner

and a Movie in Grant Park
�  The we10 Project

Want to learn more? 

Visit us at 

www.wheaton.edu/we10

were up on ladders ripping siding off,” says

Herb. “They would work hard all day, and

sometimes into the night.”

For Peter’s close friends like Anthony, Henry

Shuffle ’02, and Graham Marsden ’01, who

had walked through Peter’s illness and

treatment with him, the work weekend provided

time to visit, joke, and to remember Peter

before the cancer took hold. “Peter was one of

the most fun-loving and friendly people I met

during my time at Wheaton,” says Henry.

During his college years, Peter once invited

about 10 friends home for Thanksgiving. “We

set up big long tables in the living room and

dining room,” remembers Joan. Even when he

was dying, Peter was still focused on building

relationships. Herb says, “Peter kept telling his

friends, ‘Don’t let reunions be the only time you

get together. Push for a friendship that is

deeper, longer, and better than that.’”

On Sunday, the group held a private service

in the Flittons’ living room, and a prayer service

at the cemetery. Henry notes that the entire

weekend was a peaceful way to say good-bye

to Pete. “We hoped to reassure his family that

we hold their son and brother’s memory close

to our hearts,” explains Graham.

For Herb, a chaplain at the North Dakota

State Hospital, and Joan, a teacher, with five

more children, including Kjirsten Flitton Boeve

’03, and Heidi Flitton ’11, the weekend jump-

started a project that Herb was then able to

finish before the first snow.

“I used to go out and collect chunks of siding

that had fallen off the house like some people

collect sticks. This year, with the new siding, our

heating bill was about $100 less this January,”

says Herb. “I just can’t say enough about

Peter’s friends—they are true Christian kids.”

w w w . w h e a t o n a l u m n i . o r g 3 9

Introducing a new program for young alumni: 
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Following the 
Footsteps of Paul

contact 
the Alumni Relations Office
or Footstep Ministries

972.418.6103
www.footstepministries.org

Wheaton College 
Alumni Relations Tour
June 5 to 19, 2009

Did you know that the Wheaton College class gift

tradition dates back to 1876? The graduating

class gave trees in the shape of a “76” on the

front lawn.

Today classes still give back to Wheaton 

in celebration of their reunions. With The Promise

of Wheaton campaign in full swing, the following

classes are challenging their classmates to

participate.

Interested in more information? Contact 

Jon Sturdevant ’03 Associate Director for Reunion

Giving, at 630.752.5963.

Greece

Reunion Classes Give to The Promise Class Participation Goal

1951 75%

1953 65%

1956 75%

1957 70%

1958 100%

1961 75%

1968 50%

1973 unspecified

1978 50%

1982 50%

Class Giving Goal

1951 $500,000 over 5 years

1953  $1,250,000 over 5 years

1956 $500,000 over 5 years

1957 $3,000,000 over 5 years

1958 $1,000,000 over 3.5 years

1961 $2,000,000 over 5 years

1968 all gifts during one year

1973 all gifts during one year

1978 all gifts during one year

1982 $2,000,000 over 3 years

Giving to The Promise
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alumni news

if there was any way I could help.”

That was five years ago. Since that time,

Sarah has grown the mission’s free clinic—

from a skeletal staff of just three volunteer

doctors working only two hours each per

month, to a bustling office open two days every

week that enlists the help of seven volunteer

doctors, 10 nurses, an office staff person, and

many clerical and student volunteers.

Now the director of medical services, Sarah

estimates that the clinic sees about 1,600

patients each year. She herself sees any-

where from 12-36 patients each day, and

treats everything from diabetes to mental dis-

orders. She says, “Much of my work involves

getting people to donate both medicines and

resources, in addition to meeting patients’

medical needs, and praying with them.”

About 80 percent of Sarah’s clinic patients

are men, some coming directly from jail, and

others from the streets or various rescue

missions. “Just about everybody who walks

into the exam room has significant spiritual

or emotional needs besides the medical,”

she says. “One man came to me two years

ago for help getting medications—he was

taking a lot. Since, he has gone through the

mission’s rehab and discipleship programs,

and now he’s attending Bible college.”

In retrospect, Sarah realizes that had she not

spent those short months at the mission in

Chicago, “I never would have had the vision

that this was something I could do.”

One of the first companies she contacted for

medicine in Albany assigned her the pass-

word “Wind Sent.” Sarah says she can’t help

but make the association to the Holy Spirit,

who has led her from the “Place of the

Wind” of Kijabe in Kenya, to the “Windy City”

of Chicago, and beyond.

by Henry Shuffle ’02

Wind Sent

4 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 8

Learn about one alumna’s ministry of healing—from the east coast of

Africa to the east coast of the United States.

PRO
FIL

E
does it take to frame a vision? 

For Sarah Hannay Schoof ’74, a nurse practi-

tioner, it took only three months spent working

at the Pacific Garden Mission’s medical clinic

in Chicago.

Having returned to the Wheaton area after

serving 20 years as a medical missionary in

Kenya, she initially didn’t want the job. There

was, of course, the long commute into the city,

and she was also unaccustomed to treating

mostly men. Despite her reluctance, she took

the position.

“God showed me what it was all about,” Sarah

says.

But after three short months, her husband,

Ron ’74, found work in Albany, New York.

And once Sarah had secured a part-time job

in a private doctor’s office three days a week,

she contacted the mission director at the

Capital City Rescue Mission in Albany, “to see

HOW LONG

Sarah saw another vision fulfilled when she began a travel clinic,
providing people with free vaccinations through the generosity 
of a private medical practice. She says, “It’s something I’ve wanted 
to do since returning from Kenya. I get to see people going on 
vacations, but I also get to see missionaries being sent out 
into the world.”
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WHEN a church friend urged southpaw pitcher

Bruce Pope ’54 to take a shot at the Senior Olympics,

the 74-year-old picked up the javelin with the same

arm that had clinched Wheaton College baseball’s only

intercollegiate championship in the 20th century (1951).

The javelin, Bruce figured, would employ a set of

muscles that would give him the greatest chance of

success. And he was right.

Since the start of his career, Bruce has soared from a

12th-place ranking in the nation (2006) to first place

this spring, according to USA Masters Track and

Field. The 90-foot throw that earned him the gold

medal in the 2006 Kentucky Senior Olympics also

secured his spot at the National Senior Olympics in

2007, where he placed fifth. And there are still more

big meets coming up this year.

While he consistently throws between 110 to 115

feet in practice, Bruce has yet to break the 100-foot

mark in competition, which will be essential to stay in

the top five.

To do so, he’ll have to unlearn some of his old base-

ball habits—like throwing across the body—because

the javelin must be thrown up and over one’s center

of gravity. Andy Vince, former U.K. national track

coach, helps Bruce tweak the technique during his

regular trips to the National Training Center in

Clermont, Florida.

PRO
FIL

E

Gaining distance also hinges on recovering from 

a knee injury that has hampered Bruce’s footwork.

Still, he practices with the same drive to improve that

he had during his Wheaton days. “The best throws

with the javelin are the easiest,” Bruce says, “It’s

about technique and speed.” He works on strength,

too. Another mentor, former world record holder

(1983) Tom Petranoff, suggested throwing a small

tire overhead with both arms to build shoulder and

arm muscles.

Bruce continues to prepare for the September 2008

Kentucky Senior Olympics so that he can qualify for a

return to the National Senior Olympics in 2009. His

ultimate goal?  “I hope to break the U.S. record of

133 and 1/3 feet,” he says. “Then I want to go for the

143-and-1/3-feet world record.”

Training is hard, but Bruce takes it all with a smile.

“Do you remember what Joe Namath said? ‘When

you win it never hurts.’”

Bruce ought to know. Crusader fans cheered him on at

the College Conference of Illinois championship game

when he held North Central to three hits for a 16-0 vic-

tory. For that, Bruce, along with the whole ’51 team,

was inducted into Wheaton’s Hall of Honor in 1998.

Knowing that Wheaties are still cheering him on

inspires him to excel, he says, “For good old Wheaton!”

by Henry Shuffle ’02

Still 
Champion

a

A Wheaton College

Hall of Honor

baseball player

discovers a new

use for his

pitching arm.

Bruce Pope ’54 then and

now.

W H E A T O N 4 9
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Wheaton says farewell to its

beloved Dean of Student Life,

Dr. Edee Schulze M.A. ’89.

PRO
FIL

E

SHE’S the blur many have seen

zipping across campus on her shiny

yellow scooter; the hostess with two

dogs, two cats, two birds, and a

stream of summertime students lodging at her place; the talented

musician who plays a mean hammer dulcimer; and of course, the always

approachable administrator who offers a piece of chocolate to everyone

who walks through her office door.

“I’m pretty much a what-you-see-is-what-you-get kind of person,” says

Dr. Edee Schulze M.A. ’89, the down-to-earth dean of student life, well

known for her colorful personality.

Those who have sat with Edee in her office, over coffee, or on a bench up

at HoneyRock know the personal reality that informs the compassion of her

work. “I first came to Wheaton because I was looking for a friend,” says the

21-year veteran of the College who many have come to know as

“everybody’s friend.” That’s precisely what makes saying goodbye to her

so difficult, as she assumes a new role as vice president for student life at

Bethel University this fall.

“How I’ve done my work is interwoven with the way I’ve lived my life,” says

Edee. She successfully navigates the challenges inherent to her profession

with the equally challenging role being of a single woman in leadership.

And yet in spite of her position of authority, she is able to level with

students in a way that only someone with shared life experiences can.

“I’ve been through dark times, and friends at Wheaton have supported

me,” she explains. “As I went through the rough periods my friendships

deepened, and as a result I pray I have been more sensitized to give back

to those around me.”

Paul Chelsen, current director of residence life who has known Edee since

1987, says her special gift is realizing that the unwise choices students

make are often a cry for help. “She isn’t easily shocked; she doesn’t push;

she doesn’t get defensive,” Paul observes. “She listens.”

During her time at Wheaton, Edee researched the gender dynamics on Christian

college campuses, advocating for the equal treatment of women in academics.

She also initiated a peer mentoring program for female students, participated in

Wheaton’s first swing dance in 2003, and stood as a link between students,

parents, and faculty— personally coaching hundreds of students.

“Because of my time at Wheaton, I know true North more clearly,” Edee

says. “I’m a stronger thinker and a better friend. I will take many lasting

partnerships from this place, and I’m now more courageous in my vision

and my journey with God.”

by Marcy J. Hintz M.A. ’08

Because of my time at
Wheaton, I know true North
more clearly. I’m a stronger
thinker and a better friend. 
I will take many lasting 
partnerships from this place,
and I’m now more courageous
in my vision and my journey
with God.”

“

A Friend Indeed

W H E A T O N 5 3
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Dr. Leland Ryken, ed., Endowed Kilby
Chair of English
Preach the Word 
(Crossway Books, 2007)
A collection of essays on expository
preaching co-edited with Todd Wilson in
honor of R. Kent Hughes, the former
pastor of College Church in Wheaton.

Dr. Nicholas Perrin, assistant professor 
of biblical and theological studies
Lost in Transmission? 
(Thomas Nelson, 2007)
A statement of the historical validity and
trustworthiness of the Gospels, opposing
some scholars’ arguments that the words
of Jesus have been misquoted and
corrupted.

Dr. Bruce Ellis Benson, chair of philosophy
Pious Nietzsche 
(Indiana University Press, 2008)
An intriguing look at the life and work
of Nietzsche that challenges his
godlessness and suggests that he was,
in fact, deeply religious.

Dr. Bruce Howard, professor of business 
and economics
Charting the Course
(Authentic Publishing, 2008)
An observation of the value systems
people bring to the marketplace, and
how these affect the positive and
negative outcomes we experience in 
the modern market system.

Dr. Amy Black, associate professor 
of politics and international relations
Beyond Left and Right
(Baker Books, 2008)
A glimpse at the inner workings of
American politics designed to 
help readers make informed, faith-based
political decisions.

Recommended Reading 

from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of the more recent books.

A Reader’s Guide to Caspian 

(InterVarsity Press, 2008)

Dr. Leland Ryken, Endowed Kilby Chair of English, and Marjorie

Lamp Mead, associate director of the Marion E. Wade Center,

coauthor this guided tour of the second of C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles

of Narnia. Exploring Lewis’s imaginative characters, setting, and

framework, the authors offer a resource to readers interested in a

more in-depth study of Prince Caspian, complete with questions

for discussion and reflection, as well as a brief biography of Lewis

himself. Order A Reader’s Guide to Caspian and any other faculty

books from the Wheaton College Bookstore: on the Web,

www.wheatonbooks.com; by phone,

(630) 752-5119; or by writing, Wheaton College Bookstore,

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Dr. Daniel J. Treier, associate professor of
biblical and theological studies
Introducing Theological Interpretation 
of Scripture
(Baker Academic, 2008)
An evaluation of how historical, systematic,
and practical theology influence
theological interpretation of Scripture.
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fly could skate across the surface of his
coffee, if a fly could skate.

Forget all that.
As if for the first time, my father tells

me again: “Love you.”
All words lead here.All history and

choices.All, whittled away.
“Love you.”
A last gift.
So this is the Holy Spirit. Here, now.
This.

follow-up reassurance that gave him such
complex delight, not his subsequent
answer. In fact, he couldn’t remember his
answer.Though I kept asking him to try,
please.

“Okay, Dad, come on. I’m older now.
Who is the Holy Spirit, exactly?”

That was three months ago—the time
that’s passed since I last crossed half the
country.

And now again my father’s eyes find
mine. Over his languishing sandwich and
cooling coffee, he says what he needs to say.

“Slow down.”
He’s right. I should. I’ve gone into

overdrive this visit, filling cups, smoothing
blankets, changing bandages. Searching for
the solution to every problem, the answer
to every question.Avoiding the obvious.

I apologize.
“I think I’ve gotten into the habit of

doing everything—eating, talking,
working, breathing—way too fast. Since
I’ve had children, Dad.You know.”

(Blame the kids. Poor kids.Why not

blame the dog, too?)
Rudolf understands: got to get stuff

done while you can, right? In the in-
between?

Right.
But my father’s hand finds mine. He

holds on tight.
“Love you,” he says.
His hand is terribly thin now.
“I love you, too, Dad.”
He still hasn’t touched his sandwich.A

all comes down to this.
We sit at a table, my father

and I, eating sandwiches,
drinking coffee.

Really, I’m the one doing the eating.
My father doesn’t have much of an
appetite these days, though the food here
is fine, and the people serving it are
kind. But he still likes his coffee, hot.

He’s not drinking it, though.
“Hot enough, Dad?”
Rudolf, our watchful tablemate,

suggests that I freshen my father’s cup
with regular.The decaf here is not so
good.They do their best, Rudolf says
gently, but it is what it is.Assisted Living.

I reach for my father’s cup. Take away
from the right, serve from the left. That’s
what he taught me.

But my father lifts his hand: no. He
starts to speak, then hesitates.

He’ll find the words. Just give him
time.

“I will never forget,” he told me,
during our last visit.“You were a very
little girl.We were having lunch, you
and I, when you asked, ‘Daddy, who is
the Holy Spirit, exactly?’ I nearly
dropped my fork, let me tell you.
Remember, you were a very little girl.
‘Honey, I’ll explain when you’re older,’ I
said. Buying time, you know. But you
looked at me with those eyes of yours
and you said, ‘Daddy, try to explain,
please. Just do your best. I’ll understand.’”

My father told this story to me many
times, our last visit, laughing until he
cried. It was my childhood question and

W H E A T O N 6 1

PUBLISHED

This

alumni

by Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84

“It all comes down to this.”

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Karen Halvorsen Schreck ’84
is a mother, author, and former
adjunct instructor of English at
Wheaton. Her books include
the young adult novel Dream
Journal, and the picture book
Lucy’s Family Tree. Karen’s
father, Clayton Halvorsen, was
a professor of music and
conductor of the Men’s Glee
Club at Wheaton for 30 years.
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peacemakers.When Dr. Nitobe served
as Under-Secretary-General of the
League of Nations from 1919 to 1926,
his coworkers said of him,“You have
brought to this impatient West, as not

least among your gifts, something of
the wise patience of the East.” Even
though Japan was isolated from the
world body because of its militarism,
Dr. Nitobe strove to be a Pacific bridge
linking the East and the West.

When Dr. Nitobe died suddenly in
1933, his wife Mary’s peacemaking
efforts did not cease.After her
husband’s death, she brought back his
remains to a rapidly militarizing Japan.
Of course her life was difficult, but she
stated firmly:“Nothing saddens me so
much as being asked, ‘When will you
return to America?’ I am the wife of

slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.” I realized through my
experience that peace, understanding,
and forgiveness could be established
through the hand of love.

John F. Kennedy’s famous 1963
commencement address at American
University in Washington, D.C., still
gives us a profound message:

“So, let us not be blind to our
differences—but let us also direct
attention to our common interests and
to the means by which those
differences can be resolved. . . . For in
the final analysis, our most basic
common link is that we all inhabit this
same planet.We all breathe the same
air.We all cherish our children’s future.
And we are all mortal.”

In the 21st century, let us more fully
appreciate this message that we are
“one in Christ Jesus.”

The second point I would like to
talk about is,“Let us be peacemakers.”
The first president of my university
was Inazo Nitobe, one of the most
notable educators, statesmen, and
pacifists in modern Japan. His
statement,“I would like to be a bridge
across the Pacific,” is famous for its
international vision. Dr. Nitobe
became a Christian in 1878, just 
19 years after Protestant Christianity
was introduced in Japan. Dr. Nitobe’s
wife, Mary Elkington, was the
daughter of a well-established
Philadelphia Quaker family.

Inazo Nitobe and his wife always
tried to make efforts to be

WHEATONreadings
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A Two-Way Bridge Across the Pacific

“...and hope does

not disappoint

us, because

God’s love has

been poured

into our hearts

through the

Holy Spirit who

has been given

to us.”
Romans 5:5 ESV

President of Tokyo Woman’s Christian University and the 2008 Alumna of the Year for 
Distinguished Service to Society, Akiko Oshiro Minato M.A. ’60 was the keynote speaker 
for Wheaton’s graduate and undergraduate commencement ceremonies in May. 
The following is an excerpt of the address she delivered to the Class of 2008.

I am deeply honored to have the
opportunity to make this congratulatory
address at the graduation ceremony of
my alma mater Wheaton College.

Although I now have a busy schedule
as president of Tokyo Woman’s Christian
University, I wanted to return to
Wheaton College to personally give my
thanks for your liberal arts education,
based on solid Christianity since 1860. I
would also like to express my sincere
gratitude for the “2008 Alumna of the
Year Award for Distinguished Service to
Society.”

I came here, however, not only to
express my thanks, but also to think
together about the most important topic
on earth now—that is, world peace. I am
talking about genuine peace—not merely
peace for Americans and Japanese, but
peace for all men and women. Not
merely peace in our time, but peace for
all time. I have learned many important
lessons during my life, but today I would
like to share with you two points.

First,“We are one in Jesus Christ.”
During World War II, I narrowly escaped
death when American warplanes
bombed my country.After the war, I
entered Tokyo Woman’s Christian
University and worked hard in order to
someday study in America, Japan’s
former enemy. Finally I got the chance
to enter Wheaton College.Through the
friendship of many faithful and loving
Americans, and through the exegetical
study of the Bible, my heart was
completely reconciled with America.
Galatians 3:28 (ESV) says,“There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
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To listen to Mrs. Minato’s address online,

visit www.wheaton.edy/wetn/comm.htm.

Inazo, a Japanese man. My country is
Japan.”As an American woman, Mary
Nitobe had learned “the wise patience of
the East.” No matter how tough the
opposition may have seemed to her, she
still had courage and perseverance and
kept her aim high.

Since I graduated from Wheaton in
1960, 48 years have already passed. During
those years, the peaceful relationship
between America and Japan has become
strong and deep. Peace should not be
established by weapons, but by
understanding, honesty, and friendship. Let
us all be peacemakers in the 21st century,
and let us be “a two-way bridge across the
Pacific.” Remember that when you travel
down your own road of life, whenever you
encounter resistance, remain steady and
keep your aim high. No matter how fierce
the opposition may seem to you, be
patient, courteous, and persevere.

At this celebration of warm memory
and high expectation, I would like to leave
you with Paul’s message in Romans 5:3-5
(ESV), from which I received courage and
hope throughout my life: “We rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who
has been given to us.”

We all inhabit this small planet.We all
breathe the same air.We all cherish our
children’s future. Let us unite our hearts as
peacemakers.

And always remember,“Hope does not
disappoint us.”

W H E A T O N 6 3
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of centuries of devotion—a piety totally
unfamiliar to my Evangelical Free
Church upbringing.

In Istanbul, our group was granted rare
privileges: an audience both with the
Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew I,
and with the Armenian Patriarch, Mesrob
II.The latter was a jovial conversationalist
who entertained our direct questions for
an hour. Having studied in the United
States, he contrasted the American
situation with that of his flock, for whom
simply confessing oneself a Christian in
public was bold indeed. He added that
serving both Muslims and Christians in
their church-operated hospital spoke
volumes to the wider public. His All
Holiness Bartholomew I granted a
formal audience where he stressed his
unity-building work with Muslims in
Turkey as well as his concerted efforts to
protect the environment.

Perhaps nothing so poignantly
symbolizes the tensions and aspirations
for peace between faiths as the Hagia
Sophia, built as the grandest church in
Christendom, and later converted to a
mosque. Currently Christian frescos and
Islamic medallions compete for a visitor’s
attention. Scaffolding rising from the
center, 20-stories high, epitomizes the
rebuilding hopes of Christians seeking
peace with their Muslim neighbors.

Dr. Lynn Cohick is interested in how
average Jews and Christians lived out their
faith in the ancient setting of Hellenism
and the Roman Empire. Prior to coming to
Wheaton, she taught overseas at the
Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology in Kenya for three years. She
enjoys riding horses, reading mysteries, and
jogging with her husband, Jim.

expected physical and intellectual hurdles
as we traveled through Israel, Istanbul,
Greece, and Rome, but was unprepared
for the richness of spiritual enlighten-
ment as I journeyed through places of
religious turmoil, encountering Jews and
Muslims, as well as Orthodox, Protestant,
and Catholic Christians.

Often exhausted, sweaty, hot, and dusty
after our lengthy hikes, I gained a clearer
picture of Jesus’ tired frame slumping by

Jacob’s well as he appealed to the
Samaritan woman for a drink. Exploring
Philippi, I caught whispering echoes of
the Apostle Paul proclaiming the gospel
to Lydia at the river, the water still
flowing over the same rocks that
witnessed the gospel’s entrance into
Europe. From the magnificent heights of
the Parthenon, I looked over the ancient
Athenian agora (market) and marveled at
the rich extravagance ascribed to the
ancient gods and goddesses. (Little
wonder many scoffed at Paul’s claims
about a simple Jew being the Savior of
the world.) In Rome, the still impressive
Forum and Coliseum are now a
crumbling reminder of the empire’s
former strength and cruelty.

The physical stresses and intellectual
challenges prepared me for the most
trying contest—delving deeply into
questions surrounding Christian unity
and charity. For the first time, I engaged
with Orthodox Christians and their
worship.The holy sites in Bethlehem and
Jerusalem are perfumed with the incense

ast summer I had the chance 
of a lifetime—a six-week trip

to exotic places, all expenses paid.The
catch: take 30 students with me.

Because these were Wheaton students,
the job was easy and delightful, but
personally challenging nonetheless. I

FACULTYvoice

by Dr. Lynn Cohick, Associate Professor of

New Testament 

Rediscovering Our Christian Heritage 
A trip to the Holy Lands allows one Wheaton professor to tread the path of Jesus and
the Apostles.

L

. . . the most trying contest—delving deeply into questions
surrounding Christian unity and charity.
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mother miraculously became pregnant
again. Her fourth child—Hannah’s
sister—lived for about three years
before dying of Leigh’s when Hannah
was 16.

“My sister had already survived a
complicated pregnancy, and after she
was diagnosed, I remember praying so
hard for the Lord to heal her,” Hannah
says.“When He didn’t heal her on earth
it was such a huge disappointment. . . .
It took a few years until I could pray
that way again.”

Today, Hannah is consoled by 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5, and as the passage
describes, she knows her experience has
enabled her to comfort others.

She says,“I’ve had so many
opportunities to encourage people. God
continues to give meaning to all the
things that I’ve gone through.”

ater polo is definitely not a sport 
for the weak.

As All-American water polo player
Hannah Veldt ’09 describes, it combines
the strategy of basketball with the agility
of soccer with the sheer vigor of hockey.
She admits it’s this very intensity that
initially drew her to the sport.

“When people come to a water polo
game for the first time, many of them
are shocked by the physical nature of the
play that goes on,” says Hannah, who’s
been a swimmer since she was 10 or 11
and a lover of the game for just as long.

But for all of the tenacity she
embodies in the pool, it’s the quiet
fortitude Hannah has discovered through
personal adversity that is most impressive
and inspiring.

Swimming and water polo coach Jon
Lederhouse ’74 observes,“Hannah is
very personable and has a significant
leadership role in developing the skills of
her teammates. But she’s also very
humble about her successes.What she’s
like as an athlete is what she’s like as a
person. . . .You can see she has a huge
heart of compassion for others, especially
people in need.”

Such worthy qualities have come at a
high cost for Hannah, however. One of
six children in her family (two of whom
are adopted from India and China),
Hannah is the only child born to her
parents who has not battled the deadly
and degenerative Leigh’s Syndrome,
which claimed the lives of her three
biological siblings. Her younger brother

W H E A T O N 6 5
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All-American water polo player Hannah Veldt ’09 is a strong competitor with a
compassionate heart.

Waves of Grace

prof i le

w
by Jessica L. Allen

died when Hannah was in kindergarten,
and her older brother, two years later.

“Leigh’s is recessive,” explains Hannah,
who notes it is also extremely rare.
“People who suffer from it are responsive
mentally, but they begin to gradually lose
their ability to talk, or eat, or see . . .
eventually they need tracheal tubes to
even breathe.”

Both deaths affected Hannah in a
number of ways.“All of my dolls had
medical conditions,” she recalls half-
jokingly.“I remember lying in bed at
night, thinking about eternity and what
it means.And I remember wanting
salvation for the entire world.”

Hannah’s parents adopted, and her
mother also underwent surgery to keep
from having more children. Sensing the
Lord’s call to missions, her family had
just moved overseas when Hannah’s
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Such schools face high turnover rates
as teachers are often well trained in
specific subject areas but unprepared for
ESL teaching.And cultural differences in
learning styles affect everything from
how classroom time is structured to the
nature of assignments and means of
assessing progress.

“Suddenly you have to teach more
than just social studies.You have to teach
the English language,” Dr. Seaman says.
“Teachers who face this situation burn
out really quickly unless they have
strategies.”

Dr. Seaman’s work has also taken him
into national schools for local children
where English is taught as a subject.
Teachers at such schools may be English-
speaking nationals but often lack an
educational methodology.

To aid these teachers, Dr. Seaman has
refined his TESOL curriculum over the
past decade to offer practical and
interactive training on English-teaching
methodology. His after-school workshops
frequently turn into Q&A sessions over
dinner at a teacher’s apartment.

“If I do a Western-style presentation,
where teachers listen passively, take notes
and go home, it’s very unlikely the
training will actually be used,” says 
Dr. Seaman.“But when teachers gather in
groups and construct materials based on
my ideas in their context, they go back
with material that is perfectly relevant to
the students they are teaching.”

Teachers often contextualize his
lessons with local agriculture, food, or
other concepts relevant to their rural
areas.The Mindanao group went on 
to publish an EFL textbook based on 
Dr. Seaman’s workshop ideas.

State, conducting teacher training in
remote locations overseas, most recently
on Mindanao Island in the Philippines.

A globalized economy and a desire for
Christian schooling in the developing
world have put Dr. Seaman’s ESL work
in high demand. Many governments
prioritize English as the most essential
foreign language to be learned.And as
global Christianity shifts to the southern
and eastern hemispheres and new
churches are planted, local believers
desire alternatives to state-run schools
that offer a better education or one
informed by a Christian worldview.

The Association of Christian Schools
International (ACSI), for whom 
Dr. Seaman conducts weeklong seminars
at continental conferences, estimates that
more than 1,000 new Christian schools
open each year in countries such as
Brazil, Indonesia, South Korea, and the
Philippines.

“The demand for English is ever-
growing,” notes Dr. David K.Wilcox ’76,
an international director for the
Colorado Springs-based ACSI, which
works with more than 10,000 Christian
schools worldwide.“Parents around the
world see English proficiency as a
gateway of opportunity for their
children.And Christian schools want to
offer the programs their parents are
looking for.”

This spring Dr. Seaman went to Quito
to work with Alliance Academy
International.At this former school for
MKs, soon an estimated 75 percent of the
student body will be non-native English
speakers.“The need is enormous in a
school like that,” explains Dr. Seaman.
“The entire faculty must be retooled.”

r.Alan Seaman never expected
a career in English education to take him
to a schoolhouse on the side of a
volcano in the Philippines.

Yet a year after arriving at Wheaton in
1993, he paid a visit to a HNGR intern
on the Filipino island of Negros.There, a
Christian school in the small village of
Kanalon asked the associate professor and
director of Wheaton’s TESOL program
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages) to share his training with
them.

In a rustic schoolhouse fashioned from
teakwood wallboards, Dr. Seaman
conducted EFL (English as a Foreign
Language) workshops for 12 teachers of
300 students.This was the first of many
workshops he would conduct worldwide
for teachers at Christian schools in the
developing world.

“I didn’t realize these workshops
would become a major part of my life,”
Dr. Seaman says.“But I was struck by the
need for Christian schooling as a form of
ministry to people in remote areas where
educational opportunities are limited.As
I’ve traveled, I’ve had many opportunities
with schools that were begging for this
kind of training.”

Since 1997, Dr. Seaman has conducted
EFL training for thousands of teachers at
Christian schools and conferences in
countries worldwide, including China,
Colombia, Morocco, South Korea,
Kenya, and most recently, Ecuador. He
also serves as an English Language
Specialist for the U.S. Department of

WHEATON in the world
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by Jeremy Weber ’05

English for Everyone
One professor’s expertise in English education is making an
impact on the developing world.

D

56117_60-68  8/15/08  3:20 PM  Page 66



language lessons lead up to a story—such
as an African fable or Indonesian folk
tale—that communicates ethical
principles and a Christian worldview.

David Wilcox reports that such
resources will increase the impact of
Christian schools on their communities.
“Families that might never cross the
threshold of a church are choosing
Christian schools, one reason being the
quality of English instruction.”

Dr. Seaman still remembers the small
village school in Kanalon and how its
teachers saw English not as a symbol of
colonialism but as a language of
economic opportunity.“Teaching English
is a way of bringing opportunity to
people who have very limited
opportunity,” says Dr. Seaman.“As I work
on the textbook series, I have a mental
picture of that village school.”

maintaining the academic language in
English while fostering the development
of their native and, most often, social
language.”

Dr. Seaman is now serving as senior
editor for a new K-12 EFL textbook
series that will be used by national ACSI
schools throughout Latin America,Asia,
and Eastern Europe.The series,
scheduled to publish its first books in fall
2009, will be the first EFL textbooks
with an explicit focus on Christian
values and a biblical worldview.

“Schools are looking for materials that
fit their mission as an alternative to
secular education, yet are very effective
at teaching language well,” Dr. Seaman
observes. His materials avoid an overt
“Sunday school” feel, instead using
narrative as a way to communicate
biblical truths. Clusters of five or six

Dr. Seaman reports that Wheaton
College has a healthy presence among
the teaching faculty of Christian schools
overseas.At Alliance Academy in Quito,
he reconnected with Yonchu Song ’01, a
Korean-American graduate of Wheaton’s
TESOL program whose undergraduate
degree was in Spanish.

As a trilingual teacher,Yonchu is
strategically placed, teaching English in a
Spanish-speaking country to a student
body largely comprised of Korean
missionary kids. She knows how Korean
students learn and how Western teachers
teach, so she can help both groups enter
into a more effective educational
environment.

“When I see the Asian students in
school, I can relate to them.They are
involved in three different cultures,” says
Yonchu.“It’s a balancing act of
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“ It’s a balancing act of maintaining the
academic language in English while
fostering the development of their native
and, most often, social language.”
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w they voluntarily decide to make
themselves a part of it. Or, they don’t. It’s
their choice. No one is ever pressured 
to join. Furthermore, any member who
wishes to opt out of their membership
and the accountability it entails is free to
do so, at any time.Wheaton College is 
a purely voluntary association of those
who have chosen to live accountably to
the biblical standards spelled out in our
Community Covenant.

This was the real “man bites dog”

story, that such a community of mutual
accountability still exists in our
contemporary world, as The Wall Street
Journal finally acknowledged. But we
should not be surprised that most of the
media missed it. Some of the biblical
standards spelled out in our Community
Covenant no longer have much
resonance in our secularized culture.
Moreover, the corporate implications of
living as a Christian are largely 
lost on our obsessively individualistic
generation. But as the faculty essays in
this issue of the magazine indicate, we
are seeking to keep those implications in
play here.The biblical notion of
community—with all its blessings,
privileges, and obligations—is alive and
well at Wheaton College.

orders, communities wherein,
for the sake of fulfilling the
community’s purposes, its members
voluntarily enter into a social
compact.At Wheaton we call this
social compact our Community
Covenant.

Built into our Community Covenant is
the issue of accountability. In joining
Wheaton College, all of us make
ourselves accountable back to this
community for the historic Christian

standards spelled out in the covenant.
Accountability is thus built into our
membership.To opt out of one’s
accountability is by definition to opt out
of one’s membership; to choose
membership is inherently to express a
willingness to live accountably.To lose
this connection would be to vitiate one
of Wheaton’s historic defining features.

We work hard, of course, to keep 
this aspect of who we are clear, explicit,
and public.We don’t want it to surprise
anyone.Then, only those join this
community who freely choose to do so.
The only people here, whether employee
or student, are those who have applied
for membership.They see what the
College is, including the mutual
accountability membership entails, and

hat was that all about?
Perhaps you missed it, but many did

not. Earlier this year major news outlets
across the country carried stories about
our firing of a professor because of 
a divorce. No such firing occurred, of
course, but the media apparently
preferred that story to the real one.

What was the real story? It had to do
with the sort of “community”Wheaton
is. The preface to our Community
Covenant puts it this way:

Wheaton College is an institution
of higher learning, a rigorous
academic community that takes
seriously the life of the mind. But
this description does not exhaust
the College’s understanding of
itself.Wheaton College is also a
largely residential community made
up of Christians who, according 
to the College motto, are dedicated
to the service of “Christ and His
Kingdom.”

These features in combination
mean that Wheaton College is a
complex Christian community of
living, learning, and serving that
cannot be reduced to a simple
model. For example, while the
College is not a church, it is yet a
community of Christians who seek
to live according to biblical
standards laid down by Jesus Christ
for his body, the church. Or again,
while the College is not a religious
order, it yet demonstrates some
features that are similar to religious

PRESIDENT’Scommentary
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“This was the real ‘man bites dog’ story, that

such a community of mutual accountability still

exists in our contemporary world, as The Wall

Street Journal finally acknowledged.”

Duane Litfin, President

“Wheaton College is a complex Christian 
community of living, learning, and serving that 
cannot be reduced to a simple model.”
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Balance your charitable goals and 
 retirement needs with a Wheaton College 
     charitable gift annuity
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Joel Sheesley ’72 has been a professor of

art at Wheaton College for 34 years, but he

is also a prolific artist himself, and a

longtime exhibitor in Chicago and across

the United States.

“The circumstances in which I work are

similar to what I imagine are the circum-

stances of a novelist writing a novel,”

explains Joel, who, after moving to the

suburbs, drew inspiration from the local

geography and the people. Painting, he

says, is like “developing a story line.”  

“Interior with No Autonomy” and

“Householder Sonata” are each part of an

exploration of a home and of how people

inhabit a home. “In each painting a window

plays an important role,” Joel notes. “In

‘Interior with No Autonomy’ paintings within

paintings are important. In ‘Householder

Sonata’ there is an emphasis on interior/

exterior orientations.” 

A new exhibit at Valparaiso University’s

Brauer Museum of Art chronicles two-and-

a-half decades of Joel’s work in the

thematic retrospective exhibit, “Domestic

Vision: Twenty-Five Years of the Art of Joel

Sheesley.” A substantial grant from the

National Endowment for the Arts is supporting

the exhibition, along with the production of

a 100-page book featuring Joel’s paintings,

and essays by five art historians who

examine his work. 

“Domestic Vision” will be on display from

from August–November 2008.

Artof Searching 

“Interior with No Autonomy,” 2001, 

oil on canvas (top)

“Householder Sonata,” 2002, 

oil on canvas
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