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Before I tell you a story, I want to ask a question: Did you attend Wheaton

because of the influence of a Wheaton grad? Perhaps a family friend, a teacher, a

choir director, a community leader, a pastor, a parent? 

Or, as in the case of my husband, did you come to Wheaton because of the

life and ministry of Billy and Ruth Bell Graham?

he street narrowed so that even the little Austin [driven by Dr. L. Nelson Bell] had

difficulty getting around the corners,” wrote P. Kenneth Gieser ’30 on October 25,

1934, in his letter* to family and friends in America. “All manner of . . . hubbub

seemed out to meet us:  wheelbarrows with hogs tied on them, rickshas, 

men carrying huge loads on poles, scantily clad children scampering here and

there, dogs barking, pigs squealing, donkeys loaded down with bags of rice. . . .

We were at Tsingkianpu [China] at last. Praise the Lord!”  

As Ken Gieser and his wife of only a year, Catharine (Kay) Kirk Gieser ’30,

drove into the mission compound, their two-month, 9,000-mile journey ended

with an old gateman’s festive, firecracker welcome. Only six months before, their

destination was Africa. But a cable from Dr. Bell to the Southern Presbyterian

office in Nashville changed those plans—this hospital in China needed a young

intern with a strong desire to spread the gospel.

The couple soon settled into the home of Nelson and Virginia Bell and their 

children, Rosa, Ruth, Virginia, and Clayton, where they would live until they could,

according to Kay, sufficiently cultivate their “Chinese tongues, ears, and mannerisms.”  

But Dr. Gieser had more to learn than merely that which was Chinese. His few

years in Northwestern’s medical school had given him little practical experience.

He had delivered only 14 babies in the States but now was placed in charge of

the obstetrics department. Yet within eight months, the young Dr. Gieser had

proven himself so capable that, when Dr. Bell left on furlough, he assumed the

administrative duties at this hospital with a staff of six doctors serving more than

100,000 patients a year. 

These two Wheaton alumni—Ken, with his work in the hospital, and Kay, with

her work in evangelism—proved their mettle. As a result of knowing the Giesers,

the Bells determined that they wanted their daughters, Rosa and Ruth, to also

attend Wheaton College.

For health reasons, the Giesers left China in 1940, making their home in

Wheaton, where Dr. Gieser became a specialist in ophthalmology. 

Thus it came about that Ruth McCue Bell became a Wheaton student.

And frequently she would visit the Gieser’s home, bringing with her a beau—

a tall, handsome young man named Billy Graham.

*From Archives of the Billy Graham Center, Collection 88, Papers of Paul Kenneth and Catharine Kirk Gieser.
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Teachers Walking Alongside
When presented in the winter 2007 magazine

with the opportunity to write about a Wheaton

teacher who made an impact on my life, I began

to make a list. I soon realized that there were

almost none who did not deeply affect, in a

positive and life-giving way, the adult I became.

I have been deeply blessed and irrevocably

formed as a Christian as much through what

my professors understood about me, and how

they responded to that understanding, as by

what they taught me. In fact, I would consider

anything less to be a rather hollow educational

experience. To all of you who taught me, both

in the classroom and in the world, bless you

and thank you. 

Nance Wabshaw ’73

Phoenix, Arizona 

How Much
Should 
Six Pages
Hold?

The article “The Wordsmith” in the spring 2007

magazine was a challenging read. On one level

it presented an interesting profile of Michael

Gerson ’86, an alumnus who experienced an

extraordinary opportunity for public service and

professional experience as speechwriter to the

President.

Yet, the article left me troubled, especially

since the same issue presented a thoughtful

analysis of “truth” by Mr. Litfin. The

speechwriter article took particular note of the

references to Mr. Gerson as the “moral

compass,” “conscience,” and architect of

sense for a Christian college poised on the

doorstep of a city teeming, not with “those

people,” but individuals with names and faces

and stories? 

Neta Thiessen Jackson ’66

Evanston, Illinois

Coming Home
The candid and poignant article by Judi Medlin

’81 (“Embarrassed to Return to Wheaton,”

spring 2007) regarding attitudes and

experiences at class reunions made me reflect

on my own 50th last May. We rejoiced in

classmates’ accomplishments; we also heard of

hard times, always punctuated by “God is

faithful.” We have all stumbled through some

valleys and climbed some mountain peaks. As

for me, I’m grateful for the indelible Wheaton

years that have often sustained me throughout

my adult life, and no memory is more

compelling than the daily exhortations of

“Prexy” Edman, our spiritual parent:  “It’s always

too soon to quit”; “Not somehow, but

triumphantly”; “Never doubt in the darkness

what He told you in the light.” And sometimes,

when I awake in the night with a troubled spirit,

I, too, take comfort in Dr. Edman’s favorite

hymn, “Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting.” Thank

you for a reunion that brought it all back. 

Elna Fisher Coley ’57

San Luis Obispo, California

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 

your letters and e-mails as they relate to

material published in the magazine.

Correspondence must include your name,

address, and phone number. The editor

reserves the right to determine the suitability of

letters for publication and to edit them for

accuracy and length. Unfortunately, not all

letters can be published nor can they be

returned. 

Editor, Wheaton

Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187

editor@wheaton.edu
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“compassionate conservatism.” Those are

strong accolades and I have no reason 

to believe they are not accurate as to 

Mr. Gerson. The problem is they ignore the

concern expressed by many Christians that

the Bush administration has been especially

challenged when it comes to consistently

demonstrating such characteristics. 

What does Mr. Litfin’s piece on truth have

to do with my concern? It shows that while

the magazine fills an alumni networking and

social service, it is also faithful to Wheaton’s

strong commitment to Christian moral thinking

and clarity as well as academic integrity. While

the magazine may not be the vehicle for an in-

depth analysis of Mr. Gerson’s important role, I

suggest Wheaton’s values are poorly served

by a piece that does not at least acknowledge

the important moral and ethical issues any

speechwriter faces and which perhaps

especially challenged this speechwriter. 

J. Daniel Ballbach ’63

Seattle, Washington

Our Neighbors to the East
I am grateful to read the article about the

Wheaton in Chicago program (“A Tale of One

City,” spring 2007)—that professors realize 

“the impact of the Wheaton in Chicago 

program on Christian students” and that the

students return to campus “different 

people with different desires and dispositions

toward justice.” 

As an undergrad in the sixties, I became a

member of a storefront church on Chicago’s

west side, aware of how easy it would be to do

my “Christian service assignment” and flee

back to campus in time for lunch. Membership

in this little church drew me into the arms of the

people of the Westside Christian Parish and

became a critical part of my education during

my college years. Yes, it opened my eyes,

changed me, and shaped my life.

Why not make the Wheaton in Chicago

program part of the core curriculum for all

Wheaton students? Could anything make more

dearWHEATON

Michael Gerson ’86, former
chief speechwriter to the
President, looks back on his
White House years, and talks
about what’s next.
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begun semi-private group violin classes
for a small group of students and
parents. CSA hopes to add additional
classes in the future, and one day allow
dedicated students to join its regular
program at Wheaton on full tuition
scholarships paid for by CSA’s Annual
Campaign.

Seminar Educates
Employees About AIDS
In an effort to educate Wheaton’s 
faculty and staff about what has been
called one of the worst humanitarian
crises of all time, the Human Resources
department sponsored a seminar on 
May 7, addressing the global AIDS
pandemic and how believers can
cultivate a compassionate response that
goes beyond simple concern.

The seminar included a plenary
address by Dr. Jonathan P. Uy, a
specialist in HIV/AIDS from the
University of Illinois at Chicago
College of Medicine, who provided an
overview of the disease and discussed
prevention and treatment.A series of
breakout sessions followed, covering
topics such as living with hope and
HIV/AIDS; advocacy and mobilization;
HIV/AIDS and Wheaton College; the
church’s response; the rhetoric of AIDS;
and root causes of AIDS.The seminar
concluded with a time for questions
and answers, and a panel discussion
highlighting steps for responding.

“Today, more people are living with
the virus than ever before,” encouraged
Dr. Uy, who shared a number of stories
of patients he had successfully treated
who are now leading almost completely
normal lives.“With the proper
medications, we can try to prevent those
people from getting AIDS.”

students are able to spend on a college
campus, the more they will aspire to
attain a college education.

During the 2006-2007 year, two new
CODA programs were started—one at
the YWCA in Addison, and the other at
World Relief DuPage—reaching a total
of 120 children, and providing free early
childhood music classes.The YWCA
program is comprised of three classes of
20 children from low-income families.
The World Relief program, on the other
hand, includes four classes of 15 students,
which consist of refugee and immigrant
children primarily from African, Middle
Eastern, and Latino countries, nearly all
of whom have never been in a classroom.

“Some of our children rarely speak or
engage fully in day-to-day activities, but
each one excitedly participates in the fun
when music begins,” says Sue Haas, the
children’s program director at World
Relief DuPage.

In addition, CSA teaches two chimes
classes at World Relief DuPage, and has

C A M P U S  N E W S  

Community School of
the Arts Reaches Out 
Thanks to an unsolicited grant from the
Tyndale House Foundation during the
summer of 2006,Wheaton’s Community
School of the Arts (CSA) has developed
the Community Outreach for
Developing Artists (CODA).The
program seeks out and gives access to
young, artistically underexposed talents,
who might not otherwise have
opportunities to grow in their gifts.

The inspiration for CODA came from
Dr. Johann Buis, a professor in the
Conservatory who is originally from
South Africa. Growing up under
apartheid, Dr. Buis struggled to pursue
musical studies because of segregation.
In 2005, he challenged CSA to
intentionally broaden the range of
people it serves, demographically as 
well as economically. Dr. Buis explained 
that the more time underprivileged

WHEATONnews
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Wheaton’s Men’s Glee Club has
won multiple international choral
competitions, and has performed for
various heads of state, including
President and Mrs. Reagan and
Queen Julianna of the Netherlands.
Today the group continues to tour
nationally and abroad.

Glee Club in renditions of classical
pieces, hymns, spirituals, and old
favorites, including “E’en So Lord
Jesus, Quickly Come” and “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” Several
alumni and former conductors 
were also on hand as guest soloists
and conductors.

Men’s Glee Club
Celebrates 100 Years 
More than 100 former members of the
Men’s Glee Club reconvened on
campus to celebrate 100 years in song
at a concert on March 24. Donning
their blue blazers once more, alumni
joined current members of the 

Director Mary Hopper with the 

2007 Men’s Glee Club.

To view a slideshow of Men’s Glee

Club pictures through the years, visit

www.wheaton.edu/Conservatory/

mgc/photos.html. 

For more information about the

Club’s history, check out

www.wheaton.edu/Conservatory/

mgc/history.html. 

52566_2-11_u1  8/8/07  8:13 PM  Page 5
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Over the years,Wheaton’s Gospel
Choir has traveled extensively,
ministering to churches, homeless
shelters, schools, and prisons.
Currently the choir is composed of
roughly 40 students, hailing from 
across the United States and around 
the world.

“Our main goal was to have a blast 
and to celebrate God’s faithfulness,”
explained director Tanya Egler in a
letter of thanks to all who helped
make the celebration possible. “As we
hoped and prayed, Edman Chapel was
packed full of praise and worshippers.
God graciously allowed us to see His
vision unfold before our very eyes . . .
and on one accord each voice shouted
proclamations of God's goodness
through every song. . . . Our hearts
were simply full of praise.”

For more information about 
the Wheaton College Gospel 
Choir and its history, visit
www.wheatongospelchoir.org.

What began in 1986 as a group of
eight students with a desire to
worship God through traditional,
urban, and contemporary gospel
music is now a phenomenon that has
united Wheaton College students
across the color lines for two decades.

On April 14,Wheaton’s Gospel
Choir celebrated 20 years of God’s
faithfulness with a special anniversary
concert in Edman Chapel that
featured both current members and
alumni, as well as several founding
members.The choir sang a collection
of songs from the past two decades,
and was joined by special guests The
Weeden Family Singers from
Cleveland, Ohio.

“It was so fun to catch up with old
friends and to share memories and
relationships that had been formed
through the choir,” said returning
member Heidi Mitchell ’94. “All in
all, it could not have been better, and
I’m thankful I was a part of it.”

WHEATONnews

A Class Act.

The incoming class of

2007 included 

578 freshmen and 

87 transfer students.

More than half 

(60 percent) of the

students graduated in

the top 10 percent of

their high school

classes, and 45 National

Merit Finalists enrolled.

These incoming

students hailed from 

47 of the 50 states, and

from 17 countries. For

the first time in recent

years, biology made the

list of the class’s top

four fields: business/

economics, psychology,

English, and biology (in

that order).

Gospel Choir’s 20th 
Anniversary Draws Alumni
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experience in the created realm that, in
principle, should lead us away from
Jesus Christ. . . . May you have a passion
for being because, through Christ, the
Father has created and sustained all
being. May you have a respect and
reverence for language because Jesus
Christ is the Word and the mind of the
Father.And may you have an
enthusiasm for life because Jesus Christ
has given the Holy Spirit who works
in all things to sustain variety and unite
all people unto Himself.”

The undergraduate Class of 2007 received
words of wisdom from Professor Emeritus
of History Dr. Mark Noll ’68, now the
Francis S. McAnaney Professor of History
at Notre Dame University, at the May 6
commencement exercises.

“If we could believe what the Bible says
about Jesus as Creator as surely as we can
believe what the Bible says about Jesus as
Redeemer, the result in how we approach
the material conditions of our lives would
be stunning,” noted Dr. Noll in his
address.“There simply is nothing that we

congrats, CLASS OF 2007

To listen to present 
and past commencement
addresses online, visit
http://www.wheaton.edu/
wetn/comm.htm. 
And for an excerpt 
from the graduate
commencement address
delivered May 5 by
Wheaton Trustee 
Dr. Kathleen Nielson ’77,
see pages 58-59.Commencement speaker

Dr. Mark Noll, ’68 
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Hilary Guth of Northbrook, Illinois, is a
double major in history and English
literature. She has served as a teacher’s
assistant in history, as a member of the
history honor society, Phi Alpha Theta,
and as a copy editor for The Record. She
has also participated in the Student Global
AIDS Campaign.After graduation, she
hopes to pursue graduate studies in church
history and teach at the college level.

Charles Liu of Galloway, New Jersey, is a
psychology major with a minor in
HNGR. Chair of World Christian
Fellowship, Charles’s other involvements
include Koinonia, Puitak tutoring, Men’s
Glee Club, HNGR, Psi Chi Honor
Society, and BreakAway.After graduation,
he would like to earn his Ph.D. in
psychology and eventually work in China
in clinical psychology.

Joshua T. B. Williams of Naperville, Illinois,
is a chemistry major and a French minor.
He has served as a teacher’s assistant in
French and chemistry, played on the tennis
team, and studied abroad with Wheaton
in France. He attends Immanuel
Presbyterian Church.After he graduates,
he hopes to work in medical missions and
medical research.

Robert Kubinec of Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
is an international relations major with 
a minor in economics. He has served as
the publicity coordinator for World
Christian Fellowship, has participated in
the debate team, was a player in
Wheaton’s Improv comedy group, and
was a member of the Wheaton evangelism
team. Robert hopes to one day become
involved in foreign policy, working in
Washington, D.C., for the U.S.
government. He is also interested in
attending graduate school and studying
international economic development.

Jonathan Kindberg of Panama City,
Panama, is a Christian formation and
ministry major with a minor in biblical
and theological studies. He has
participated in the Wheaton evangelism
team and club soccer, and has served as
an R.A. Jonathan is also a member of the
Church of the Resurrection.After he
graduates, he intends to spend a year or
two studying Arabic in the Middle East
before becoming ordained and serving as
a pastor of an Arab church in that region.

Alex Silk of Chicago is a philosophy major
with a minor in Bible. He has served as a
teacher’s assistant in the philosophy and
Bible departments, as well as a volunteer
at the social service center for the Fourth
Presbyterian Church, and a childcare
worker at Wheaton Bible Church.Alex
was also a member of Wheaton’s
philosophy club, and member of Pi Sigma
Tau and Eta Beta Ro, national honor
societies in philosophy and Hebrew
language and literature.After graduation
he plans to either pursue a doctorate in
philosophy or attend law school.

S T U D E N T  N E W S

Senior Scholarship Winners
Chosen 
The Alumni Association Board of
Directors has chosen seven outstanding
members of the Class of 2008 to receive
its annual Senior Scholarship Awards.
Selected from a pool of students
nominated by faculty and staff, these
scholarship recipients will have lighter
financial loads this year thanks to the
generous donations of alumni.

Michelle Linton of Woodbury, Minnesota,
is a German major with a minor in
premed.A former varsity soccer player,
Michelle has also served as a teacher’s
assistant in biology, an R.A., and the busi-
ness manager of the India Culture Club.
She has spent the past three summers,
respectively, working at Kanakuk Kamp,
conducting biology research at Wheaton,
and studying abroad with Wheaton in
Germany. In addition, she serves as a
Bible study leader at Wheaton Bible
Church.After graduation, Michelle hopes
to attend medical school and possibly
pursue a career in ophthalmology.

WHEATONnews

Alumni Board representatives with Senior Scholarship recipients: (seated, l to r)

Jenai Davis Jenkins '89, Bob Dye '73, Jennifer Brown Brown '99. (standing, l to r)

Deborah Bartelt Penner ’72, Marilyn Carnett Spradley ’65, Chuck Hogren ’58, Joshua

Williams ’08, Charles Liu ’08, Robert Kubinec ’08, Alex Silk ’08, Hilary Guth ’08, Michelle

Linton ’08, Jonathan Kindberg ’08, Tim Stoner ’82, David Salstrom ’53

P H O T O :  L E S  B A R K E R
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Illinois, and later spent 11 years as head
women’s soccer coach at Westmont
College, where he guided the team to
four national collegiate championships 
in the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), and
three straight titles from 2001–2003. He
was recognized four times as the
Adidas/National Coaches Association
(NSCAA) NAIA Coach of the Year,
and NAIA/Brine National Coach of 
the Year.

In some ways coaching at Wheaton
will be a unique experience for Mike,
who earned an M.A. in education from
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
and a Ph.D. in communication studies
from Northwestern University.“This is
the first time I’ll be taking over a
program that isn’t coming off a
disappointing stretch of losing seasons,”
he says, referring to the men’s second-
place finish in last year’s NCAA
championship.“This is one of the
premiere colleges in America, the
winningest men’s soccer program in the
country in any division. . . .That’s just
incredible to me and so exciting.”

He also cites Wheaton’s combination
of fervent Christian commitment and
demanding academics as another reason
he and his wife were impressed enough
to leave the palm trees and sandy
beaches of the West Coast behind. Mike
says he would be happy to stick around
Wheaton for a couple of decades
himself.

“As soon as we get used to the
weather,” he jokes,“everything else will
be fine.”
by Richard Lyon ’99, M.A. ’05

Adding his name to the short list 
of men’s soccer coaches at Wheaton
College was not part of Michael
Giuliano’s plan as he enjoyed the mild
weather of San Diego last winter.

After three years of coaching the
women’s soccer team at San Diego 
State University, Mike admits that when
his friend and Wheaton’s women’s 
soccer coach Pete Felske ’86 told him
the position was still vacant, he 
thought it was “the right job at the
wrong time.”

“While I knew eventually I’d want to
get back to a school like Wheaton, I said,
‘I’m just not ready to leave San Diego
State yet,’” explains Mike, who eventually
realized this was an opportunity that
might not come around again.

Wheaton’s former men’s head coach,
Joe Bean, had kept the title for almost
four decades before retiring last fall as
the winningest coach in collegiate men’s
soccer history. In fact, when Mike
accepted the job last spring, he became
only the 15th head coach in the 72-year
history of the men’s soccer program, and
just the fifth since 1951.

“It’s exciting to know that the
foundation for excellence is already
there,” says Mike, who may be feeling
the pressure of living up to his
predecessor’s caliber.“I will do my very
best to try to keep the standard that
Coach Bean set for 39 years.”

Mike’s own resume proves he is ready
to rise to the occasion. In 19 seasons as a
head coach at four-year schools, he has
compiled a record of 274-111-33. He
began his career as head men’s soccer
coach at Trinity College in Deerfield,

Success and a Successor 

WHEATONsports

Will a new season plus a new coach equal another championship
appearance for Wheaton men’s soccer team? Stay tuned . . . .
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Dr. Daniel Master

football

9/8 at Albion College

9/15 at Washington University (Mo.)

9/22 Hope College

9/29 Millikin University

10/6 at North Central College

10/13 Augustana College

10/20 North Park University

10/27 at Elmhurst College

11/3 Carthage College

11/10 at Illinois Wesleyan University

women’s tennis

8/31 at Wisconsin-Whitewater

9/8 Carthage College

9/8 Elmhurst College

9/15 at Illinois Wesleyan

9/15 vs. Millikin (at Illinois Wesleyan)

9/21 at Intercollegiate Tennis 

Association Regional Tourney

9/22 at Intercollegiate Tennis 

Association Regional Tourney

9/29 Augustana College

9/29 North Central College

10/5 CCIW Women’s Tennis 

Championships (Bloomington, Ill.)

10/6 CCIW Women’s Tennis 

Championships (Bloomington, Ill.)

women’s soccer

8/31 Bob Baptista Invitational

DePauw University vs.

Westmont College

Wheaton vs. Loras College    

9/1 Bob Baptista Invitational

DePauw University vs.

Loras College                           

Wheaton vs. Westmont College

9/21 Wheaton Invitational Tournament

9/22 Wheaton Invitational Tournament

9/25 at Elmhurst College

9/28 Millikin University 

10/2 Augustana

10/6 at Carthage College

10/10 Judson College

10/12-13 at North Central College 

Tournament  

10/17 at North Park University

10/23 North Central College

10/26-27 at Elmhurst College Tournament

10/30 CCIW Tournament Play-in match

11/2-3 CCIW Tournament

women’s golf 

8/31 at Robert Morris College Fall 

Classic

9/6 at Augustana’s Lady Viking 

Invitational 

9/7 at Knox College Invitational 

9/8 at Monmouth College’s 

Fighting Scots Invitational

9/11 at Elmhurst College’s Lady 

Bluejay Invitational 

9/14 at St. Francis (Ill.) Invitational 

9/21 at Iowa Wesleyan Invitational 

9/22 at St. Ambrose’s Fighting Bee Classic 

9/25 at North Central Golf Classic 

10/5 at 2007 CCIW Women’s Golf 

Championship 

10/6 at 2007 CCIW Women’s Golf 

Championship 

men’s golf

8/31 at Olivet College Classic 

9/18 at Carthage Invitational 

9/27 at Iowa Wesleyan Invitational 

9/4 at Aurora University

9/7 St. Olaf College

9/8 Calvin College

9/12 at University of Wisconsin-

Stevens Point

9/15 Kenyon College

9/17 Trinity University (Texas)

9/21 Augustana College

9/26 at Elmhurst College

9/28 Millikin University

10/2 North Park University

10/4 at North Central College

10/6 at Illinois Wesleyan University

10/10 at University of Wisconsin-Eau

Claire

10/13 College of St. Benedict

10/20 at University of Chicago

10/22 at Washington University (Mo.)

10/24 Carthage College

10/27 at DePauw University

10/30 CCIW Tournament Semifinals

11/3 CCIW Finals

men’s soccer

8/31 Bob Baptista Invitational

Loras College vs. University 

of Chicago

Wheaton vs. Webster University

(Mo.)

9/1 Bob Baptista Invitational

University of Chicago vs.

Webster University

Wheaton vs. Loras College

9/7 at Hope College

9/8 at Calvin College

9/12 Dominican University (Ill.)

9/14 at Illinois Wesleyan University

9/19 Aurora University

9/21 Augustana College

9/28 Millikin University

10/5 North Park University

10/10 University of Wisconsin-

Platteville

10/13 at University of Wisconsin-

Oshkosh

10/17 University of Chicago

10/20 at Messiah College

10/22 at Elizabethtown College

10/24 Carthage College

10/26 at Elmhurst College

10/29 at North Central College

10/ 31 CCIW Tournament Semifinals

11/3 CCIW Tournament Finals

men’s + women’s cross
country

9/14 at Aurora University’s Spartan

Cross Country Classic

9/29 at Loyola Lakefront Invitational

10/13 at Wisconsin-Oshkosh Invitational

10/27 at CCIW Cross Country 

Championships (Host Illinois 

Wesleyan) 

11/10 at NCAA Division III Midwest 

Regional Championships 

11/17 at NCAA Division III National 

Championships 

volleyball 

8/31-9/1 at University of Wisconsin-

Whitewater Tournament

9/4 at Lake Forest College

9/7-9/8 at University of Dallas Tournament

9/11 University of Chicago

9/15 Thunder Classic Triangular

9/18 at Illinois Wesleyan University

wheaton thunder fall sports schedule

For a complete listing of the radio, video,

and cable broadcast schedule for football

and soccer go to www.wetn.org.
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A Familiar Face

1 2 A U T U M N  2 0 0 7

Stop for a second and imagine the face 
of Christ. Can you see His eyes, the curve of
His jaw?  Chances are the features you 
have in mind come from Warner Sallman’s
“Head of Christ.”

Versions of that painting (including an astonishing 9’x11’

rendition) are now gathered with other works by Sallman, as part

of the Billy Graham Center Museum exhibition “Face to Face:

Warner Sallman’s Images of Christ.” Several of the featured oil

paintings, chalks, pastels, and charcoal sketches are on public

display for the first time.

As the museum’s guest book reveals, response to the collection is

strong as well as personal.

Visitors write of childhood memories:  
“It was a joy to see the Warner Sallman collection. My

grandfather was Mr. Sallman’s Sunday school teacher in the

early 1900s. The picture of the man and horse is a treasured

family heirloom.”

Many describe lasting impressions:  
“A copy of ‘Christ at Heart’s Door’ hung in front of our church

through all my growing years. As a comfort to my mom, 

I propped a fan with this same picture next to her bed for 

her to savor during her last months. It reminded us of 

days of serving and growing in Christ. She died September 5,

2006. I am blessed to see the original [painting] and trust our

Lord Jesus who escorts His own safely home.”

by Sarah Pierik Clark

52566_12-29_u2  8/13/07  11:52 AM  Page 12
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Some leave critiques: 
“This Jesus is so white.”

While others offer
rebuttals:  
“While some may argue, I do believe

seeing Christ’s face illustrated gives

great comfort and a greater trust in the

real Person. His disciples saw His 

face—and so did the Pharisees. Loving

Christ thus must be more than seeing

with our eyes. It must be ‘seeing’

with our heart. ‘Now we see dimly—then

we will see face-to-face.’”

And some pray:
“Lord, teach me how to seek Your

face, how to see You. I do not want to 

see Your face as only a painting, but 

to know You and love You more in each

ordinary day.”

To learn how Sallman was first inspired

to sketch “Head of Christ,” visit 

the exhibit now through January 31. For

more information, call the Museum at

630.752.5909, or view the exhibit online

at www.billygrahamcenter.org/museum.
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“We’re too young to realize certain
things are impossible, 
so we’ll do them anyway,”
William Pitt, Amazing Grace

Taking
a Stand

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

What’s behind 
the rise in student

activism?
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en Lowe ’07 believes in idealism and the power of youth to initiate
big changes.“People are looking for hope,” he says,“and it seems a lot
of the time, change comes from people in my generation.”

Ben spearheaded Wheaton’s Summit for Climate Change this 
year, and after graduation, began working as the director of outreach 
for A Rocha USA, a Christian environmental organization.

He says,“The eyes of the environmental world are on the church, but
the eyes of the church are on my generation.We need to be a strong
witness that will point others toward Christ.”

Ben is just one of many Wheaton students putting idealism into
action—creating a surge in student activities and involvement.And
apparently Wheaton students aren’t alone.

A 1990s article in The Chronicle of Higher Education noted the cyclical
pattern U.S. students have historically followed in this century—
oscillating between periods of self-absorption and social engagement.
The same article went on to predict the beginning of an era of
engagement—with more student activism and an increased interest in
international and social issues.

The co-author of that article,Arthur Levine, is now president of the
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, and has begun a study

of student activism on campuses across the country.While the study
isn’t complete, he notes that on most campuses, clubs are expanding;
service is the focus rather than participation in demonstrations; and
activism tends to be local.“There is no common issue for college
students today,” he notes, adding that the mood has changed as well.
“Activism in general isn’t angry . . . it’s intelligent; it’s thoughtful.”

Wheaton’s campus also reflects this trend toward social engagement.
The number of student-initiated clubs increased 72 percent from 1996 to
2006, reports Director of Student Activities Steve Ivester ’93.Wheaton’s
new activities include Unidad Christiana, which promotes Christian
unity while also offering support to Latino students; performance groups
like Wheaton Improv and the Jukebox Theater; a newly formed Solidarity
Cabinet with the goal of promoting racial reconciliation; a conservation
and community living group, Simple Living; and even a new publication,
The Pub, an issues-oriented magazine.

Steve adds that as the number of clubs increased, the events 
sponsored by these clubs have grown in size and significance as well.
“Promotion is extensive, and the draw that these students are 
getting is phenomenal,” he says.

W H E A T O N 1 5

b

“Activism in general 
isn’t angry . . . it’s intelligent; 
it’s thoughtful.” 
Arthur Levine, president of the Woodrow Wilson
National Fellowship Foundation

left: In what could be a scene from another
era, Solomon Martinez ’10 traveled to
Washington, D.C., with six other Wheaton
students in January to take part in a
peaceful protest of the Iraq War.     

top: Katelyn Stoner ’10 prays with others
during Jubilee Week.

bottom: Student organizers put the 
wheels in motion for Wheaton’s Summit for
Climate Change.
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These events have included everything from an AIDS benefit, to a
conference on environmental stewardship and a Christian response to
climate change.The Student Global AIDS Campaign raised more than
$12,000 for women and children in Africa affected by HIV/AIDS.And
the Summit for Climate Change sponsored by A Rocha Wheaton, the
first student chapter of the international Christian environmental
organization, drew environmental leaders from 10 Christian college
campuses.

Steve explains the increased response of the Wheaton community to
issues on environment, world health, politics, social justice, peace, and

worship in the following manner:“I think it’s an indication of who
students are today.They are coming in with so much strength and
vision and skill, and they are looking for avenues to release that energy
and vision.”

Professor of anthropology Dr. Brian Howell encouraged Steve to
track the trends in growth. He believes that the changes in the level of
student involvement may be a result of converging factors—the
connectedness of the world today that keeps students more globally
informed; the teaching on campus; and even the increasing diversity 
of the student body—both racial and political.

“As the campus becomes more diverse, students are inspired to 
share that and to engage those issues,” he says, noting in particular
events like Solidarity Week, intended to challenge the way people 
think about race in society; and War Week, with an objective of
promoting dialogue on war and peace. Both events were initiated by
students in recent years.

Dr. Howell adds,“One thing we didn’t track was the impact of
campus institutions—like the Center for Applied Christian Ethics—
which bring in outside speakers that inspire students on these issues.”

Dr. Sandra Joireman, chair of the politics and international relations
department, believes that the impact of example can’t be under-
estimated.“There’s something very unique about what’s going on at
Wheaton compared with other colleges, and a lot of that has to 
do with the alumni who have gone before,” she says, considering
specifically alumni leaders in the field of AIDS research and prevention 
like Dr.Art Ammann ’58 (featured on page 24). She explains,
“When students take these steps forward, there’s a lot of back up for
them institutionally.”

Certainly, this was the experience for Jenna Slagter ’08, who
brainstormed the initial details of the AIDS benefit with Dr. Joireman

1 6 A U T U M N  2 0 0 7

...what differentiates Wheaton’s
activism is the core belief
students and faculty share. 

P H O T O G R A P H :  I .  K I M I R E I

P H O T O G R A P H :  G A L E N  W E L S C H  ’ 0 9  F O R  T H E  R E C O R D
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at ISSUE: The Environment
Ben Lowe ’07 may have just graduated 
a few months ago, but already he’s landed a
job with an environmental organization, and
just signed a contract with InterVarsity Press
to write his first book. “The book will be
about how my generation can work together
to address environmental issues and care
for the planet and its people,” he explains. 

Ben picked his major based on his
appreciation for nature and wildlife, but 
now feels much more of a sense of calling.
“If you want to make a difference in the
world, environmental studies are a great
place to do that,” he says, noting that 
many of the world’s biggest problems have
environmental roots. 

Ben’s sense of purpose stems primarily
from his activism as a student. Last
November, he attended the Evangelical
Youth Climate Initiative in Washington, D.C.,
where he learned a great deal from people
like Jim Ball, the leader of the Evangelical
Environmental Network, and Matthew
Sleeth, author of God Save the Planet.

Used to dreaming up big, sometimes
impractical ideas, Ben had been imagining
an environmental summit for years. So 
when the Center for Applied Christian Ethics
invited Sir John Houghton to speak in
January on global warming and the Christian
response, Ben needed only a word of
encouragement from Student Activities
Director Steve Ivester to make his dream
reality. 

“In the creation-care movement, we’re all
working on our own, and there’s a feeling of
isolation. . . . I just thought if we were able
to meet together and begin talking about
how we could work together . . . we would
be able to have a much bigger impact.”

As a result, about 80 people, including
representatives from 10 different college
campuses joined Ben at Wheaton’s first
Climate Change Summit. “Environmental
stewardship starts but doesn’t stop at the
individual level. . . . By joining together and
taking collective action, we can make

changes that we wouldn’t be able to do on
our own,” he says.

One of Ben’s primary goals for the summit
was to build relationships and share
projects and progress. That he achieved at
least half of his goal is evident—after
graduation he accepted the job of director
of outreach for A Rocha USA. 

And though he’s still thinking of going on
to graduate school, he plans to spend at
least a year building bridges and raising
awareness about issues such as creation
care and climate change.

at ISSUE: Social Justice
Brought up in the city of Cincinnati, “outside
of white culture,” Nora Howell ’09 says
issues of race were a part of everyday life.
She explains, “My parents are both involved
in urban ministry, so it was normal for me 
to talk about race.” She vividly remembers
the race riots that took place when she 
was in eighth grade. As a result, she says,
“We also talked a lot about race issues 
in school.”

When she came to Wheaton, Nora joined
the Diversity Committee and helped organize
Wheaton’s second Solidarity Week, with the
goal of raising awareness of white privilege
and challenging the ways people think
about race in society. Says Nora, “When we
were looking at campus and race relations,
we kept coming back to the idea that
although we all agree we have the right to
equal opportunities, that’s not the reality. . . .
We [white students] are still benefiting from
things that are systemically reinforced.” 

Nora says this was a first step, focusing
primarily on awareness and education 
rather than on solutions. “That was
frustrating for some people,” she says. 
But for Nora herself, the experience 
of organizing the week’s events, and dealing
with people’s responses—angry and
otherwise—only fanned her interest. 
“Race relations has become my passion,”
she says. 

top: Working with local
fishermen and scientists from
the Tanzanian Fisheries
Research Institute on 
the shores of Lake Tanganyika,
Tanzania, last summer, 
Ben Lowe ’07 helped analyze
the catch and assess
sustainability as part of a 
grant from the National 
Science Foundation. He holds
a mature Emperor Cichlid, 
now highly prized due to 
over-fishing. 

left: Hip-hop musicians from
The House, Lawndale
Community Church’s Christ-
centered youth ministry, lead
students in worship during
Solidarity Week. 

52566_12-29_u1  8/8/07  8:48 PM  Page 17



at ISSUE: Peace 
September 11, 2001, changed people
across the nation. Corey Kobbervig ’07, a
high school junior at the time, says that
the days and weeks following 9/11 were
“the first time I thought seriously about
Christian pacifism.” 

When he came to Wheaton, Corey got
involved with Plowshares, a student group
committed to issues of peace and social
justice. As the president of the club,
Corey planned Wheaton’s first War Week,
with a goal of promoting dialogue. 

The week’s activities included movies
followed by panel discussions; a die-in
outside of chapel with students lying on
the ground to signify the number of dead
in Iraq (59,802 civilians at the time); and
featured speakers including professor
emeritus Dr. Arthur Holmes ’50, M.A. ’52,
who spoke on just-war theory; and 
Dr. Kathy Kelly, who addressed pacifism
and ending the war. The week culminated
with a letter-writing campaign to petition
for the withdrawal of troops from Iraq.  

A panel discussion including both
Christian pacifists and members of
Wheaton’s ROTC Rolling Thunder
Battalion prompted a Chicago Tribune
article highlighting the campus’ “struggle
of conscience.” 

For Corey, a sociology major applying
to graduate schools, this panel discussion
led to new insights into the arguments on
both sides. He says, “While I wouldn’t be
part of the military, I learned a lot about
their convictions.”

at ISSUE: World Health
Jenna Slagter ’08 lived in Germany prior
to coming to Wheaton. During her high
school years, she took part in a Youth
Congress, making proposals for a model
United Nations on HIV/AIDS. She says, “I
chose AIDS as my topic because I
thought I could talk about abstinence, but

as I was doing my research, I got very
overwhelmed by the statistics.” 

When she came to Wheaton, she joined the
Student Global AIDS Campaign, and
discovered many others who care deeply
about people affected by this disease. After
helping to put together a conference with 350
in attendance during her sophomore year, the
international relations major decided she
wanted to do more to promote awareness of
the economic and political injustices as well
as raise funds to battle the pandemic itself.
The result was an AIDS Benefit that drew a
sold-out crowd of 400 people and raised
$12,000 in February of 2007. 

No small undertaking, planning the event
became a 20-hour-a-week job for Jenna and
others on the committee. She says, “The
HIV/AIDS pandemic is a huge call to us to
step up to the secular world. There is so
much we can learn, and so much truth we
can bring to the table.” She explains that the
proceeds from the benefit will help fund a
maternity ward in Uganda in partnership
with World Vision, and also support the work
of Upendo Village, which serves women and
children affected by HIV/AIDS in Kenya.

Jenna’s summer plans involved working
for Bread for the World. And what’s next? “I
want to serve God and His people,” she
says simply. 

For more discussion on
student activism, read
President Duane Litfin’s
comments on page 64.
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and alumna Dawn Holt Lauber ’90.“It was incredible for me to stand
up there that night and see that this was not just a group of a few
students; it was the entire College, and even the community backing us
up,” Jenna says.

But along with all that’s positive about students pouring their energy
and vision into new activities, also come the realities of college life—of
tight budgets and even tighter classrooms, of scheduling conflicts, and
the risks of burnout.

According to Dr. Howell,Wheaton’s funding for new activities is low
compared with that of other campuses.And though the College plans
to increase the budget by 20 percent next year, it will still be only a
fraction of what some schools provide.“To be fair to Wheaton, we put
a lot of money into BreakAway ministry trips and the College Union,
and so that money isn’t available for new things,” Dr. Howell explains.

Dr. Paul Egeland, chair of the college life committee, also notes that
demand for meeting space—both academic and extracurricular—
increased 200-300 percent in recent years. Given the abundance of
opportunities for enrichment and involvement, one of the committee’s
greatest concerns right now involves “helping our students create

reasonable boundaries and to be thoughtful in their choices,” says 
Dr. Egeland.

While social engagement and student activism provide invaluable
experiences that take learning beyond the classroom, what differentiates
Wheaton’s activism is faith in Christ that students and faculty share.

For this reason, Steve Ivester sees this increased activism and social
engagement in a unique light—as preparation for these students who
will be the church to the next generations.

“Working in a professional small group setting, rubbing shoulder to
shoulder and holding one another accountable gives these students a
sense of what working together in community can be. . . . It is the
biblical concept of the body of Christ, learning and serving in a hands-
on way.”

W H E A T O N 1 9

left:  A sunrise to sunset prayer
vigil marked the beginning of
War Week last April. The week’s
activities also included a “die-
in,” intended as a time of
mourning for those who gave
their lives in Iraq.

bottom: Students met to pray
during Jubilee Week in March.
This week of celebrating
diverse expressions of worship
began with a human prayer
chain and included a student-
led worship lounge. Staff joined
students in reading through 
the Bible and hosting
underclassmen for dinner. 

“...rubbing shoulder to shoulder
and holding one another
accountable gives these
students a sense of what
working together in community
can be. . . . It is the biblical
concept of the body of Christ,
learning and serving in a 
hands-on way.”
Director of Student Activities Steve Ivester ’93
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valuable message:“Adonai is Semper Fi”— God is always faithful.
“It is hard to imagine a better vocation for reaching the lost than

the chaplaincy,” said Curlin, a five-year Army chaplain veteran on his
second Iraq tour.“You regularly are given the opportunity to help
people solve their most pressing life problems.”

Spiritual advisors have accompanied soldiers into battle since
biblical times, when Levite priests would accompany Israel’s military.
And chaplains have served the U.S. military in every conflict since
the Revolutionary War.

But today the Army is short on entry-level chaplains like Curlin—
those who bear the burden of directly shepherding flocks in Iraq and
Afghanistan. In June the Army Chaplain Corps had more than 
540 vacancies out of an allotted force of 3,000 chaplains.The Army’s
active component was missing 40 chaplains.The Army Reserve had
about 100 vacancies, and the National Guard had more than 
400 open slots.

The shortage of chaplains is not a crisis but it is a significant

During his first outdoor communion service after Easter,
Chaplain Cpt. David Curlin ’90 lifted the elements and closed his
eyes to offer a prayer of thanksgiving. Hearing a rocket whiz
overhead and explode, he opened his eyes to find that the 
19 soldiers gathered around him had scattered—looking for
protection in the wake of the explosion.

While flames and smoke billowed from a nearby laundry 
facility, and sirens wailed, the soldiers nervously regrouped around
Curlin to receive the elements.

This was his third service interrupted by mortar fire—one of many
ministry hazards he faces as a U.S.Army chaplain in Iraq. On Easter
Sunday, Curlin and his men almost died in a mortar attack while they
rested during an anti-insurgent sweep in a Shia stronghold 150 miles
south of Baghdad.

Curlin left the pulpit for the foxholes to bring American soldiers a

2 0 A U T U M N  2 0 0 7

Who

The current shortage of chaplains in the U.S. armed services        
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sending any battalion of soldiers overseas without one.“The ministry
is more important now than it has ever been,” says Chaplain Col.
Alan Johnson ’71.“There is a higher need for the things we provide.”
The guerrilla tactics of insurgents in Iraq and Afghanistan raise a
host of moral problems for soldiers. Chaplains in Iraq also report
high levels of despondency among their soldiers, discouraged by
mounting casualties as they play policemen among a divided people.

Pastor Jeff Wheeland ’96 left his Ohio church in 2005 
to shepherd 600 soldiers serving in Tikrit, the hometown of 
Saddam Hussein, and Ramadi, then Iraq’s most dangerous 
city.Wheeland lost four of his soldiers. He saw 51 make decisions
for Christ.

In addition to the extraordinary stresses of combat, soldiers also
face a host of psychological and family problems, from divorce and
adultery to fear and depression, chaplains report.

“My experience with soldiers is that they are some of our finest
young Americans, but that certainly doesn’t mean that they don’t

concern, as American soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan arguably need
their chaplains more today than ever before.As Col. David Moran ’78,
a 21-year veteran chaplain, observes,“The fields are ripe with
harvest, and the workers are few.”

Supply and Demand
Chaplains shoulder the bulk of the Army’s counseling load—a
demanding task in combat situations with each chaplain caring for a
flock of more than 500 soldiers.

They perform four important duties in the U.S.Army: allowing
soldiers to exercise their constitutional rights to freedom of worship;
performing ceremonies to honor fallen soldiers; advising com-
manders on ethical and religious matters and on soldier morale; and
counseling soldiers and their families through crises during
deployment and reintegration.

The Army values chaplains so highly that it is committed to not

W H E A T O N 2 1

will Shepherd the Soldiers?

      highlights our military’s spiritual needs.

by Jeremy Weber ’05



and National Guard units in Iraq and Afghanistan has made it more
difficult for pastors to have both a civilian and military ministry.And then
there is the problem of balance—the military attempts to hire its chaplains
according to denominational percentages of the population.When
Hoffmann entered the chaplaincy in 1962, there were 13 denominations
providing clergy for the military.Today there are more than 200.

In response, the Reserve and National Guard now actively recruit and
offer incentives such as signing bonuses, student loan repayments, and
college scholarships.The shortage hit bottom last spring, and now the
Chaplain Corps has seen two consecutive years of record-breaking
recruitment.

Alumni shaping the chaplaincy 
The Wheaton ROTC program doesn’t keep firm statistics on how many
cadets go on to become chaplains, but it has produced a steady stream
over the past 55 years.

The only evangelical Christian college to host a ROTC battalion,
Wheaton is also likely one of the only battalions nationwide to have a
cadet chaplain, a student who leads devotions or worship during field
exercises.As a result, ROTC alumni offer advantages over civilian
chaplains in that they possess not only pastoral skills but also an
understanding of Army culture and how it works.

“Soldiers respect a chaplain who is also a good soldier,” says Lt. Col.
Lars Jacobson, ROTC recruiting operations officer.

Capt. David Harvey ’94 is halfway through the commissioning process
after serving for 18 years as combat-arms Marine, Lt. Col. Gary Ziccardi
’80 recently served the U.S.Air Force in Afghanistan, and Cdr.Wayne
MacRae ’84 currently directs the Navy’s Operational Ministry Center
in Norfolk,Virginia.

Wheaton graduates are highly regarded in the Chaplain Corps, many
having held positions of authority.And from Dr. Homer Payne ’33, who
served under Gen. George Patton in World War II, to Wheaton’s
chaplaincy hopefuls 2Lts. Joshua Kim ’07 and Elyse Gustafson ’07,
alumni have served in every division of the armed services.

A decade ago, two alumni held two of the Chaplain Corps’ top 
four positions when Hoffmann and Brig. Gen. James Hutchens ’60 served
as the respective assistant chiefs of chaplains for the Reserve and 
National Guard.

“Wheaton alumni are definitely in influential places for shaping the
chaplaincy,” says Moran.As newly appointed head chaplain for the U.S.
Army Fifth Corps, he oversees hundreds of chaplains serving 25,000
U.S. soldiers in Europe.

Alumni are also serving in all stages of the chaplaincy. Maj. Bruce
Sidebotham recruited at Urbana last year. Col. James DeCamp ’71 trains
entry-level chaplains before they go to Iraq. In the Chief of Chaplains’
office in Washington, D.C., Lt. Col. Peter Frederich ’82 oversees the
Chaplain Corps’ biggest and perhaps most important program: Strong
Bonds, a retreat-based marriage enrichment program for soldiers and

require ministry and spiritual support to face the challenges of a very
difficult profession,” says Johnson. Still, an overwhelming number of
the soldiers Curlin serves entered the military grasping for structure
or a new start away from broken lives. Few have father figures. He
estimates that 90 percent come from broken homes.

“It’s unfortunate that the church has not tried to flood the military
with the best possible pastors,” Curlin says.

Why the Shortage?
The Chaplain Corps has been short on chaplains since the 1990s, and
while the present conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan did not create the
shortage, they make it more pressing to fill.The biggest problem is the
increased wear-and-tear on existing chaplains, who must deploy
overseas for longer periods with shorter rests than normal.

Though reasons for the shortage are complex, the simplest explanation
is the lack of eligible pastors.Although local pastors abound in most
communities, only a small percentage qualify to be Army chaplains.
“There are a lot of clergy on the sidelines wanting to be chaplains,”
says retired Brig. Gen.Wayne Hoffmann ’59,“but they are either too
old or unqualified.”

The military has high standards for chaplains—they must have a
degree from an accredited theological seminary, have a minimum of two
years pastoral experience, and be no older than 39, depending on the
needs of the service, according to Hoffmann.

A second reason for the shortage is that the increased use of Reserve
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Chaplain Cpt. David Curlin ‘90.
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their families.The program will serve 35,000 couples in 2007.
Most alumni chaplains regard their work as a burgeoning ministry.

“The stress of military service drives people to what is meaningful.
For many, this is the Lord,” says Frederich.“They will come to you
looking for discipleship and mentoring—by the hundreds.”

Chaplains are well paid for clergy, have training opportunities that
most civilian pastors can only dream about, and receive a solid
retirement package that offers the financial freedom to do a wide range
of further ministry. But all this must be balanced against the huge cost
of separation from family.

For Curlin, who is married and has four little ones at home (ages 7,
6, 4, and 1), the reward comes from seeing lives change. He has
baptized more than 20 soldiers—12 in a water storage tank in Mosul,
overlooking the ancient ruins of Nineveh. Dozens more have thanked
him for saving their marriages.

“Most of my soldiers have a tenuous faith, and I spend the bulk of
my time trying to love these very broken men,” says Curlin.“You learn
to overlook the profane language, anger, coarse joking, and see the

I am a “ministry of presence” chaplain. I go

wherever my troops go.

My chaplain assistant and I firmly believe

we are called to be “Imago Dei” in our

ministry: bringing Jesus Christ to soldiers and

soldiers to Jesus Christ.

Chaplains are not allowed to carry weapons

due to their non-combatant status. We’ve

found that nothing communicates to a soldier

like walking on a patrol with them through

enemy territory unarmed. Amazingly deep

connections develop when you get shot at or

mortared.

So far, we have shared 63 combat patrols

with our men. I cannot tell you how many

miles I have walked in South Baghdad, but I

am on my third pair of boots since I arrived 

in October.

For our 63rd patrol, we joined a route

from the
Front Lines

clearance team down a very dangerous road.

I was having great conversations that

Saturday with the three-soldier crew as we

investigated a dozen suspected bombs. Each

possibility proved to be something else, and

the route was called in clear. Two days later,

that same platoon went to clear the route

again. This time the enemy detonated three

bombs buried deep beneath the road, killing

the three men that I had accompanied

Saturday.

This is the painful reality of our ministry. If

you are successful in developing relationships,

tremendous suffering results when these

brothers are wounded or killed.

After we finish a patrol, we return to the

patrol base and conduct services. But even

here, safety isn’t guaranteed. Patrol bases are

attacked multiple times every day.

I co-pastor two services on the Forward

Operating Base, serving almost 8,000 people

now. But nearest to my heart are the services 

I conduct with my men outside the wire each

week. I have 15 to 20 attend each service 

and 95 percent of these are men who would

never and have never come to the chapel.

To date, 44 of my men have been

wounded. I have honored 11 men who have

died. When one of our brothers falls, our unit

conducts a “ramp ceremony.” We pause to

honor him with a last salute and a brief

prayer, and then we put him on the helicopter

that will begin his journey home.

Our unit is called “Denali,” since we are

stationed in Alaska, and the natives call 

Mt. McKinley Denali, meaning “Great One.”

I love my call sign: “Denali Shepherd” or

Shepherd of the Great One.

Capt. Jay Tobin ’96, chaplain for airborne cavalry squadron,
writes from Baghdad, Iraq, on May 25, 2007.

deep hurt and pain most men carry.”
He still remembers Sgt. Eric Collier from Colorado, an isolated jester

who became a Christian after six months of outreach. He led his wife to
Christ, then other soldiers.Today he leads a Bible study at his home
church in Colorado.

Chaplains are equally influential on the home front. Frederich recalls
meeting with one Army couple.The husband came back from Iraq a
different man, distant and angry. Some prodding revealed that he was
consumed by guilt from watching his best friend get killed and not
doing more to prevent it. He had also killed a man and later discovered
it had been unnecessary.

Frederich turned to this wife and asked if she had heard these stories
before. She said no.The man started crying as his wife reached over to him.

“This was a couple whose experience of war and their inability to
connect over it was driving them apart,” explains Frederich.The meeting
was a turning point for the couple, who now have several children and a
healthier family.

“That’s a good day’s work.”
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The year is 1981. Imagine, for a moment, what may seem unimaginable:
you have just been diagnosed with full-blown AIDS. And what is worse—the
blood transfusion that, months earlier, had helped save your life, you now
learn has numbered your days.

A little more than two decades ago, this scenario was more of a possibility than it was a paradox.
And when Dr. Arthur Ammann ’58, a tenured physician at the University of California San Francisco
Medical Center and a specialist in rare immunodeficiency diseases, discovered the first known case of
pediatric AIDS, what ensued was nothing short of chaos.

“At that time it was revolutionary and the implications were extraordinary,” recalls Dr. Ammann, who, for
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Dr. Arthur Ammann ’58
sent shock waves through
the medical community in
1981, when he
discovered the first case
of AIDS contracted
through a blood
transfusion. Because of
his groundbreaking work
in the field of HIV/AIDS
research, clinical research,
and education, and his
compassion for
marginalized people
around the world who
have suffered because of
the disease, the Alumni
Association awarded him 
the 2007 Alumnus of 
the Year Award for
Distinguished Service to
Society.

A Crisis for Faith
by Jessica L. Allen
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Sunday school. In fact, it was through these trips that he met his wife, Marilyn
Mihm Ammann ’58, another student in the program who also became a partner in
helping him address the vast needs of the HIV epidemic.

“Going to the south side those four years really gave me the chance to relate to
a broad spectrum of Christian belief,” he says. “It shaped my feeling that there is a
real depth of faith among poor people and people who are suffering.”

After receiving his M.D. from the New Jersey College of Medicine, Dr. Ammann
began his practice at UCSF, developing the vaccine for pneumonia before leaving
in 1985 to focus on HIV/AIDS research for the country’s first successful
biotechnology company, Genentech. During that time he continued to work on the
prevention of HIV transmission as scientific advisor with the American Foundation
for AIDS and the Pediatric AIDS Foundation. A watershed moment came in 1994,
when a clinical study performed in the U.S. by the National Institute of Health,
concluded that transmission of the HIV virus from a mother to her unborn child
was preventable with a combination of antiretroviral medications. And while 
the impact in the States was profound, it was clear that the results were not being
applied to the greater epidemic in resource-poor countries.

“The stock options at Genentech were profitable,” notes Dr. Ammann, who was
able to leave the corporation after seven years and channel financial resources into
his own non-profit foundation, Global Strategies for HIV Prevention, in 1998.

Today he travels about every two months for two weeks at a time, distributing
“Doc-in-a-Box” antiretroviral and HIV testing kits, and educating people in resource-
poor countries around the world about the prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.

“There are 12-15 million AIDS orphans—with about 5 million new ones every
year,” Dr. Ammann notes. “We can’t grasp that. And that’s a terrible
acknowledgment to make, that we can’t comprehend the difference between a
million lives . . . unless it becomes more personal.”

Instead of dwelling on statistics, Dr. Ammann is concerned with a much smaller
number: one. And in a profession where the gravity of the AIDS crisis can be
overwhelming, he is especially encouraged by the account in Matthew 8, where
Jesus heals a single leper. “He didn’t eradicate leprosy,” emphasizes Dr. Ammann,
adding that his goal isn’t finding a cure for AIDS, but rather helping one person 
at a time. “That’s the theology of Jesus. He values every person.”

For more information about HIV prevention, visit www.globalstrategies.org,
and for more information about orphans and vulnerable children, visit
www.hopewalks.org.

nearly 30 years has poured his energy into researching HIV/AIDS in an effort to slow
the epidemic in some of the world’s poorest countries. “Up until that point I had been
dealing with very rare genetic disorders, and now suddenly I was introduced to a
disease that we quickly learned was worldwide and growing faster and faster. Today
40 million people are infected worldwide. So that disease became the focus of
almost everything I did.”

His young transfusion patient was one of an untold number across the country
who had contracted AIDS after receiving contaminated blood during medical
treatment—a realization that blindsided the blood bank industry and fueled panic
about the integrity of the nation’s blood supply.

But since the 1980s, the face of AIDS has changed dramatically. Today the
epidemic is increasingly about HIV infected women and children, something Dr.
Ammann attributes to the social injustices of the two-thirds world. Men, he notes,
drive the epidemic, with young women becoming HIV infected six to eight times
more frequently than young men in some African countries.

“People ask, ‘Why are you so interested in HIV?’ and I say because it’s a
paradigm—it’s a megaphone,” Dr. Ammann explains. “It encompasses equality
issues: equal access to healthcare, the fact that women are not equal to men
politically or economically or in terms of their sexual rights. Fundamentally it is
about equity and about God’s view of justice. These are all issues that I think the
church in America has to be involved in to be relevant.”

For Dr. Ammann, cultivating such an active faith and concern for the global
church was a process. Growing up in Brooklyn as a member of a German Lutheran
family, he admits he had “a lot of theology, but not a lot of personal belief.” At 
age 16, while commuting to school on the subway, he made friends with 
a classmate who asked Arthur if he knew the meaning of being born again.

“It was a provocative question,” Dr. Ammann says. “At that stage in my life I
became like Nicodemus—I asked a lot of questions.”

Ultimately, his pursuit of answers led him to forgo applying to the local Brooklyn
College and instead to submit an application to Wheaton. In a letter of reference,
Dr. Ammann’s former pastor in Brooklyn recognized immediately his potential to
become “a wonderful medical missionary,” commending young Arthur as “capable,
resourceful, dependable, clever . . . and a deeply consecrated Christian.”

They are sentiments echoed by many who know him to this day, including close
friend Dr. Donald Amsler ’58. The two premed majors first became acquainted
when their similar surnames led to adjacent seating assignments in most classes.
Back in the 1950s, while engaged couples would traditionally ascend Blanchard
Hall’s tower to ring the bell, the two budding scientists found an entirely different
use for the historic turret.

“Somehow, audaciously and without permission, we decided to commandeer a
vacant room in Blanchard Tower,” confesses Dr. Ammann, describing the makeshift
laboratory where they performed “fledgling experiments on a colony of mice.”

These forays to the “Mouse House” would be the beginning of distinguished
careers in medicine for both, although OB/GYN Dr. Amsler notes, “I’ve 
delivered about 6,000 babies, and Art can save that many lives in a month 
with his medications. He’s one of the best models of a compassionate,
concerned physician.”

As a student, Dr. Ammann also remembers long bus rides to the south side of
Chicago, where he would participate in the Christian Service Council’s South Side
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People ask, ‘Why are
you so interested in
HIV?’ and I say because
it’s a paradigm. . . .
Fundamentally it is
about equity and about
God’s view of justice.
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“Many reporters ask me, ‘Who is the greatest Christian you’ve

ever known?’  I always answer, ‘Ruth.’”

Dr. Billy Graham

“My mother’s happiness and fulfillment did not depend 

on circumstances. She was the lovely, beautiful, wise woman 

she was because early in her life she chose Christ as her 

center, her home, her purpose, her partner, her confidante, 

her example, and her vision.” 

Ruth Graham, at the public funeral service for her mother, Ruth Bell Graham ’43
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families
The tenth in a series focusing 

on issues faced by Wheaton families 
in today’s complex world

A Life Worthy of the Calling

Ruth Bell Graham ’43,

LH.D. ’75, wife of Dr. Billy

Graham ’43, LITT.D. ’56,

died June 14, 2007, but her

memory lives on at Wheaton

in the countless lives she’s

influenced through her

writing and her example.

1943: Wheaton College yearbook

W H E A T O N

by Autumn Ellis Ross
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connection with her in that casual setting—possibly even receive

some advice as a young newlywed struggling with the challenges of

ministry life. Already I had learned how lonely life could feel, 

when married to someone working in global evangelism. Only about

a month after our marriage, Larry headed out on what would be the

first of many trips accompanying Dr. Graham around the world.

Although I wasn’t able to share a personal moment with

Ruth that day in Sheffield, I observed her as I joined the ladies

accompanying her through the assortment of quaint shops in

pursuit of her life-long passion—collecting rare books. I would

continue to watch Ruth from a distance for the next 22 years,

learning from her strong, godly example.

For nearly six decades, the Grahams have made their home in

western North Carolina, in a beautiful, yet humble, log cabin

situated at the top of a mountain. Here Ruth lived like a single

mother for most of her life, but her deep desire to be close to God

showed even in the spot she called home. Though the winter snow

and ice were a foreboding challenge every year, she chose the spot

for its breathtaking view and private sanctuary. 

A slightly-built woman, Ruth was nevertheless confident

and very much her own person. Her strength and fierce passion for

the Lord and her spirit of independence—unusual for her era—

enabled her to do things that seemed impossible. 

She knew what she wanted and on any project she had

definite opinions on how things would be carried out. A tour of The

Billy Graham Training Center at the Cove near Asheville, North

Carolina, gives visitors a glimpse of her distinct taste, melding

together grandeur and simplicity in the incredible chapel she

designed and appointed. Nature provides the majesty and the

chapel creates a place for one to feel connected to God in a special

way. The chapel’s steeple towers over the trees, calling to those

driving by on the highway below to come and be with God.

Ruth forged her own way, running her household and

single-handedly raising five children the majority of their marriage.

She modeled an independence from, yet unwavering support for,

her husband. And when he returned home, she would always

respectfully step aside. Allowing him to come back into the family

system was a delicate dance requiring patience and submission to

not only her husband, but also the Lord. 

Ruth was the epitome of a woman whose own calling was

In the summer of 1984, I joined several women for an 

afternoon of shopping in Sheffield, England. I was there with my

husband of six months, Larry Ross ’76, who was coordinating 

media and public relations for Dr. Billy Graham ’43, LITT.D. ’56 

and his upcoming crusade. 

I was particularly excited because Ruth Bell Graham ’43,

LH.D. ’75 was part of our group that day, and I hoped to make a
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the world. The Lord was his Rock and Sustainer, but her loyal and

faithful strength was the backbone of his existence. For more 

than 60 years, Ruth modeled for women around the world how to

serve alongside a man called by God to lead, even at the sacrifice

of life with his own family. She offered women an example of

faithfulness and love for a man famous and familiar to the world,

yet absent much of their married life.

The last time I saw Ruth was last summer as I joined Larry

on a trip to North Carolina. Dr. Graham was doing a photo shoot

for the cover of Newsweek and I was blessed to come along for the

day. Though bedridden and nearly an invalid, Ruth invited me

into her room.

For many years she ministered to me from a distance; now

I was blessed to be able to encourage her. This amazing woman

was soon to meet Jesus, and I rejoiced with her in another

experience we will one day share—eternity in Heaven with our

Savior and Lord.

to be a life partner in her husband’s work. As he made decisions 

that affected many people, she was a visible extension of his person-

hood—her grace and charm a reflection of the constituency that she,

too, represented. Often, even in silent strength, she said more about

the state of things than if she were to make speeches or preach

sermons. She was an ardent student of the Bible, who regularly

provided Scripture verses and illustrations for his sermons. It was

Ruth who chose the names of the radio program, “Hour of

Decision,” and the monthly magazine, Decision.
While Dr. Graham was pastor to Presidents and sought after

for both his evangelistic gifts and leadership among evangelicals at

large, his lifelong companion was looked upon with equal admiration

and respect. Ruth was a gifted writer, illustrator, and poet, who

authored or coauthored 14 books. And in 1996 she and her husband

were jointly awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in a special

ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda in Washington, D.C.

There is no doubt Billy Graham’s ministry would not have

had such an incredible impact without Ruth by his side—if only, at

times, to provide emotional and prayer support from the other side of
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For more information about 
Ruth Bell Graham ’43 see the obituary
in this magazine’s Class News section,
page 51.
Also visit the Wheaton College website,
www.wheaton.edu/alumni_people.html,
with links to:
—Billy Graham Center Archives,
featuring photographs, documents, and
audio clips
—Wheaton College Archives,
highlighting Mrs. Graham’s involvement
through the years with her alma mater,
with an online photo gallery 
—Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
www.bgea.org/RBG_Default.asp

left: 1972. Ruth and Billy Graham at their home near
Montreat, North Carolina.

top: 1975. Ruth with then-President Hudson 
Armerding ’41 receiving her honorary doctorate. 
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memory. Mrs. Graham made great sacrifices
so that we could hear those important,
Christ-centered messages at such a critical
time of our lives. We are indebted to her.

Thad Sprague ’61

My fondest memories of Ruth are
when we were housemates at the home of
Miss Scott in 1938-39. Finances were tight
for all of us and particularly for Ruth as a
“missionary kid,” so she worked in Lower
Dining Hall. She had to be there very early to
prepare breakfast, but she always had her
hour of daily devotions before she left.
Sometimes, when I was up early, I would see
the light under her door at 4:00 a.m.

There were eight of us girls sharing one
bathroom with no fuss, but there was one
spot where Ruth put her freshly polished
saddle oxfords every night, no matter how
tired she was. What a wonderful housemate
she was and such an inspiration to me!

Recently I wrote her mentioning this and
received her delightful reply: “I remember
one of the early mornings that I was having
devotions in the bathroom. So as not to
disturb my roommate, I pulled the top down
on the [toilet] and had my feet propped on the
end of the tub.

“Having stayed up most of the night
struggling with Greek, I fell asleep then woke
with a start. The first words my eyes fell on
were, ‘And Cain went out from the presence
of the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod.’ So
much for combining Greek with devotions!”

Bessie Lea Eichorn  ’40

In my nearly 30 years of teaching at
Wheaton, I have heard many prestigious
commencement speakers. But few have
impacted me as much as Ruth Bell Graham,
at my own graduation in 1975. Mrs. Graham
spoke to my class about artificial fruit. She
described it as colorful, perfectly shaped, and
always beautiful to the eye but consistently
disappointing since it was only a facsimile of
the real thing. Genuine fruit, she pointed out,
was never perfect in appearance, somewhat
fragile, but always refreshing and satisfying.

She then encouraged us to be real fruit—the
genuine article. We were not to be concerned
with the superficial aspects of life but focus
on what God had called us to do. We were to
serve and lead with an integrity that was
worthy of our calling.

Ruth Graham lived out her very words. She
was indeed “real fruit.” She focused on what
was truly important and served boldly and
honestly. Although she was truly beautiful, I
don’t believe she would find this description
to her liking. I think she would prefer to be
remembered as genuine.

Jill Nerhus Lederhouse ’75

Having read about Ruth Graham
over the years, I realize the personal and
family sacrifice she and her children made
when Billy Graham was gone from them so
much. I believe it was in 1960 when Billy
Graham came to Wheaton as the speaker for
spiritual emphasis week. It was our personal
and spiritual blessing as students to hear him
two times a day for a week. His message of
“Redeeming the Time” still rings in my

My brother, Paul Freed ’40
earned his tuition by working summers in
the steel mills at Gary, Indiana. At
registration time at Wheaton for his last
year he ran short of funds because he
took a strong Christian stand against
working on Sundays, when he could
have been paid double.

As he stood in the registration line he
knew that his “keeping the Sabbath”
policy jeopardized his chance of
graduating with his class. What would he
say when he came face to face with the
registrar? He didn’t have the tuition!

Before Paul could explain his plight, the
registrar said, “Your tuition has been paid
in full.” Shocked and surprised, Paul
exclaimed, “Who gave the money?” The
registrar answered, “The donor asked to
be anonymous.”

Paul did graduate with his class, and in
1954 he founded Trans World Radio, now
the world’s largest missionary radio
network.

Years later in 1997 when my brother was
terminally ill, he received a letter from
Ruth Graham in which she disclosed that
she was the “secret donor” through the
cooperation of her missionary father,
Dr. L. Nelson Bell. At Paul’s funeral, my
husband, Ben Armstrong, the former head
of National Religious Broadcasters, read
the disclosure letter from Ruth Graham in
which she said she was influenced by 
the strong “Sunday stand” Paul had
demonstrated in the Gary Steel Mills.

Ruth Freed Armstrong ’45

Autumn Ellis Ross is the wife of A. Larry Ross, ’76, who has served for more than 26 years
coordinating media and public relations for Dr. Billy Graham ’43, LITT.D. ’56. She is vice president 
of the PR firm she and Larry started 13 1/2 years ago, A. Larry Ross Communications. 
A graduate of Baylor University, she serves as chair of Cornerstone Lodge, a counseling center 
for people in ministry. She and Larry live with their three sons in Carrollton, Texas. 

a few notes from alumniRemembering Ruth
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rom the moment I stepped on campus to the time I walked down Edman 

Chapel’s steps, I loved Wheaton.

My parents were both professors in Christian colleges. So growing up, I 

knew of Wheaton’s rich heritage and worthy mission. And even now, “For Christ

and His Kingdom” has continued to inspire my life after college. I never
thought Wheaton needed to change.

As I prepared to serve on the Alumni Board in September 2001, the world

changed. My appreciation for Wheaton grew as we watched several 

of our alumni take prominent roles during one of our country’s most difficult

times. I was serving as my church’s youth director, and that pride for 

Wheaton led me to encourage several students to investigate Wheaton as 

their college choice. However, few enrolled. They told me although they 

appreciated the faith-based education, they did not feel Wheaton had the 

programs or facilities that they were looking for. This surprised me.

As I start my seventh year on the Alumni Board of Directors and my first 

year as president, I have been privileged to see many new and exciting

changes occurring at Wheaton. I have always been impressed and inspired by

the quality of the students who attend Wheaton. But as the world has 

changed, I believe, in order for Wheaton to continue attracting this type of 

high quality students, we too must change—by continuing to upgrade 

our facilities and adding programs that reflect our global community.

In the upcoming months, you may hear about initiatives that will bring 

significant changes at Wheaton. The Alumni Board is very enthusiastic about
these possibilities. We encourage your input and support as we help

Wheaton prepare future generations of alumni to make an impact “For 

Christ and His Kingdom.”
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Christopher M. Perciante ’78
Linda Rensink Perciante ’77

Serving through 2010
Douglas Ambler ’90 
Merwin Crow ’57
Kirk Farney M.A. ’98 
Christopher Jahns ’82
Patty Klepack Mann ’82
Norman Mindrebo ’80
Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 
David Patterson ’53

Matthew C. Hsieh ’93
President, Wheaton College
Alumni Association
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Amy Turek ’04 returns to Wheaton after interning at Fox
News Channel in Washington, D.C., and working as a
business development associate for a legal services
firm. As Wheaton’s new associate director for young
alumni programs, Amy will help graduates of the last ten
years stay connected with Wheaton and with each other.
She will team up with other departments to expand
Wheaton’s social, career, and educational offerings to
young alumni. And she will work to help educate current
students about the privileges and responsibilities of
being part of the Wheaton community.

If you have suggestions or comments for Amy, e-mail her
at amy.turek@wheaton.edu.

w w w . w h e a t o n a l u m n i . o r g  3 1

Class Giving 
Across the Decades   
At Commencement 2007 Dick

Armstrong, on behalf of the 50th

reunion Class of 1957, added

$2,007 to the Class of 2007’s

senior class gift. Accepting the

donation were Cynthia Perry, senior

class vice-president, and Luke

Bennett, senior class president.

This spring, the Class of 2007 

set a new senior class giving record

with an astounding 78 percent

participation. The seniors contri-

buted to the HIV/AIDS Endowment

established by the Class of 1965,

a fund that supports HIV/AIDS

education and programs for Wheaton

students, faculty, and staff. A

portion of the class gift also went to

the Wheaton Fund, which is critical

to the work of the College.

The 50th reunion Class of 1957

also set a new record and are 

on their way to reaching their goal

of $3 million with 80 percent

participation.

congratulations
to our new Alumni Association Directors

Timothy A. Stoner ’82  President-Elect

Norman ’80 and Peggy Berns Mindrebo ’80 
Middle States Representatives

Kirk Farney, M.A. ’98  
Graduate School Representative

Merwin Crow ’57, David Patterson ’53
1950s Representatives

Christopher Jahns ’82, Patty Klepack Mann ’82
1980s Representatives

Douglas Ambler ’90
1990s Representative
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Alumni Weekend photo album

1 Carlene Ellis Ellerman ’77, Beth Nelson Sutton ’76,
and Pam Walker Bourgoine ’77 enjoy the hospitality of
Anne Koehlinger Lautz ’77. 2 During their 50th
Reunion, the Class of 1957, including Don “Bubba”
Church and Mer Crow, reunion committee chair, finally
get possession of The Senior Bench with a bit of help
from the Class of 2008! 3 Members of the Class of
1977 share a laugh. 4 President Emeritus Dr. Hudson
Armerding ’41. 5 Bob Dye ’73, Marilyn Mihm
Ammann ’58, Dr. Arthur Ammann ’58, and President
Litfin are pictured during the Distinguished Service for
Society Reception to honor Dr. Ammann. 6 Alumni
reminisce on front campus. 7 Doris Maurer Meyer ’57
talks with classmates during her 50th reunion. 8

Members of the Men’s Glee Club sing at the Alumni
Luncheon in celebration of the Club’s 100th anniversary.
9 Alumni enjoy a punch reception before the 
Alumni Luncheon on Saturday. 10 Memorabilia from
the Class of 1947 is displayed on a welcome table.

9

10

8

thank you
to the alumni who served on their
class reunion committees for Alumni
Weekend. A special thanks to the 
committee chairs:

1942 Reg and Connie Conrad Gerig, Mae Hiemenga Westra
1947 Eleanor Paulson, Ruth Warden
1952 Ginnie Erickson Heck, Don Jones
1957 Mer Crow
1962 Kaye Sonneveldt & Wally Filkin, Marshall Macaluso
1967 Phil Stutz
1972 Ken Heulitt
1977 Carlene Ellerman
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This spring,the Wheaton Clubs program launched its first Faculty 
Lecture Series, giving alumni across the country the opportunity to hear
from faculty members, reconnect with one another, and hear the latest
news from campus.

“The crowd seemed riveted to his message
about the social reconciliation that comes from
Christian forgiveness in the face of political
oppression.” re: Dr. Mark Amstutz

“. . . superb in presentation, and more 
importantly, substance. Her youthful energy
could not camouflage her mastery of the 
political sciences.” re: Dr. Amy Black

“. . . a passion and zeal for his 
subject matter without equal. It was a profound
spiritual event.” re: Jerry Root 

“. . . dynamic and engaging. I loved hearing
about applying cultural anthropology to better
understand the parables of Jesus.”
re: Dr. Gary Burge

“. . . a top-notch professor speaking on an issue
that affects us all.” re: Dr. Jill Lederhouse

“. . . one of my two favorite Wheaton 
professors. . . . [Hearing him again] made me
realize how much I miss that kind of intellectual
stimulation.” re: Dr. P. J. Hill

“. . . awesome . . . not a sound, but of his voice,
was heard as he spoke.” re: Dr. Roger Lundin

“. . . a joy to sit and listen to. We wish we 
could enjoy a Wheaton education now that we
fully appreciate the quality of the professors.”
re: Dr. Jay Wood 

“. . . an excellent speaker with an obvious pas-
sion for his material.” re: Dr. Bill Struthers 

“. . . exceptional in facilitating links between the
visual and the spiritual.” re: Dr. John Walford   

“. . . a terrific speaker. I have a new understand-
ing of Psalm 23.” re: Dr. Dan Block 

Call or email

Celeste Elsenheimer Barnett ’04,

Wheaton Clubs Coordinator,

if you want to help plan a club 

in your area.

Celeste.Barnett@wheaton.edu.

630-752-5513

cl
ub

s
ALUMNI

lumni respond to faculty lectures:

Listen to many of the 2007 Wheaton Club Faculty Lectures
online: www.wheatonalumni.org/clubs.

A
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HOMECOMING
WHEATON COLLEGE

September 28-29

Register Now! www.wheatonalumni.org/reunions

1982 1987 1992 1997 2002
Welcome Home

This Homecoming,
the Alumni Association

will honor Dr. Beatrice
Batson, MA ‘47 for Alumna

of the Year for Distinguished
Service to Alma Mater.
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alumni news

THEYaren’t your typical missionaries. In fact,

Chris ’79 and Laura Moran Christensen ’81 call

themselves “musicianaries.”

Believing that praise and worship should also be

seen and heard outside the walls of a church, in

1995 they founded Exo (Greek for “out from”), with

the desire “to bring the body of Christ together in

unity through worship,” and reach unbelievers.

Traveling throughout the French-speaking world,

they perform in concert halls, theaters, and

parks—often inviting local musicians to join them

on stage, using their own instruments and dances.

Chris and Laura’s unique backgrounds proved

foundational for their work. A third-generation mis-

sionary and the son of Ralph ’45 and Helen Buyse

Christensen ’45, Chris grew up in South Africa with

a passion for God and a global perspective to com-

plement his gift as a songwriter. Laura experienced

living in many different places as the daughter of

an U.S. Army officer. Studies in ethnomusicology at

Wheaton further prepared both to be culturally

sensitive and appreciate different styles of music.

Despite the challenges of pioneering a new min-

istry format, encountering opposition to their mes-

sage of unity among believers, and occasionally

being offered unusual things to eat (have you ever

tried giraffe, crocodile, or fruit bat?), they find

encouragement in seeing God work: restoring lives

and uniting the church.

The testimonies they receive on their website also

inspire them to press on, Laura says. After a recent

Ivory Coast tour, for instance, they received the fol-

lowing e-mail, “I will never forget your visit to the

Ivory Coast. I can tell you that Exo’s ministry has

impacted the whole country and helped to bring

peace to our troubled land. . . . God bless you!”

Chris and Laura have lived in Belgium for 20 years,

and have released 12 worship CDs.

They rejoice in seeing generations of families wor-

shiping together at concerts, and enjoy ministering

as a family. Their four children, David (21), Andrew

PRO
FILE(19), Melissa (17), and James (14) often join in

singing, dancing, playing instruments, and praying

for people. The entire family also participated in a

new DVD series, Exo Kids. Each DVD features a dif-

ferent form of art, shows how to use that art form to

worship, and introduces a place where Exo has min-

istered—from Gabon and New Caledonia to

Madagascar and Tahiti. Laura explains, “It’s never

too soon for kids to start praying for the world, and

seeing that God’s family is big!”

Even as they face the financial and spiritual chal-

lenges of the coming years, the following verse

from “Song for the Nations,” which Chris penned in

1985, still articulates their life prayer:

by Donna Antoniuk

a
Joyful

Sound
What does 

worship look like? 

One alumni couple 

takes their 

music ministry 

on the road, exploring 

the possibilities. 

“May we sing a song of joy to the nations

A song of praise to the peoples of the earth

Till the whole world rings with the praises of your name

May Your song be sung through us.”

To learn more about 
the Christensen’s ministry, visit:
www.Christensensministry.org
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WHAT does it feel like to stare death in

the face every day? Just ask Mike Neeld ’89.

After earning his degree in interpersonal

communications from Wheaton, Mike

returned to his hometown of Xenia, Ohio, to

follow in his father’s (not to mention his

grandfather’s, great-grandfather’s, and

great-great-grandfather’s) footsteps in the

family-owned business, Neeld Funeral

Home, established in 1890.

A fifth-generation funeral director, Mike

notes the title of “undertaker” originated in

the 19th century to describe all of the tasks

a person assumed to prepare for a funeral.

Despite some of the unusual requirements of

his job, Mike says undertaking is something

he feels called to do.

“What a testimony to be in the house of

mourning,” he reflects, emphasizing that his

faith enables him to provide hope to those

who have lost their loved ones. He sees

Find out how 

one alumnus 

uses his

occupation 

as a ministry 

to the

brokenhearted.

PRO
FILE

Christ—who cares for all of our needs and

comforts us with the promise of life after

death— as the “ultimate undertaker.”

Evaluating Jesus’ role on Earth in a more

practical sense, he adds, “Just like any

Midwestern, small-town worker, a Middle

Eastern carpenter’s son might have helped

make the wagon, chisel the grave, or touch

the untouchable at the time of death.”

Although he grew up around the funeral

home, Mike says some things, like the

process of embalming, were still difficult

once he began working there. But he feels

that the way people view the concept of

death is largely determined by how their par-

ents have raised them to deal with it.

“In a death-denying society, few children will

ever be asked to view a dead person. In a

death-accepting society, children are taken

to funeral homes or churches to view the

friends or family members of others in order

to be introduced to the experience of seeing

a deceased person lying in a casket.” When

the time comes for these individuals to deal

with the death of their own mothers, fathers,

or siblings, says Mike, they will be able to

handle the situation fully understanding what

is taking place, rather than avoiding reality.

“We all die physically due to sin, and we need

someone to explain what happens after we

die,” he says. “Many people ask, ‘Why do you

stay in such an occupation? Is it because you

grew up in the family?’ I say it’s because . . .

I want to be the one who serves you . . . who

prays for your family at this time of trial . . .

who is able to show you the true path to life.”

Mike and his wife, Carol, have two daughters

themselves—nine-year-old Taylor and six-

year-old Micah. And what if they want to

become sixth-generation funeral directors?

Mike says there’s no pressure, but he’d be

proud.

by Sarah Pierik Clark

In theHouse 
of Mourning
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ALTHOUGH coffee often gets credit for

improving moods and clearing clouded thinking,

it takes a special kind of java to help change a

whole community.

And that’s just the kind Chris Dearnley ’81 envi-

sioned a decade ago when he co-founded Pura

Vida Coffee, the same brew sipped on Wheaton’s

campus today.

Then living in Escazú, Costa Rica, and serving as

a pastor for a Vineyard church plant, Chris faced

a dilemma—the ministry that he and his family

had founded to serve poor children in their com-

munity was running out of funding. That same

year, he made a trip to the States and visited with

friend and fellow Harvard Business School grad-

uate, John Sage.

“I had brought some coffee from Costa Rica. I

told him about some of the kids whose lives we

were touching and the financial difficulties we

were facing,” Chris says. John suggested that

4 8 S P R I N G 2 0 0 7

the coffee might be a good way to support the

work. The two former classmates spent the after-

noon jotting ideas on a napkin and came up with

a business idea called Pura Vida. When translat-

ed, the words mean “full of life,” and in Costa

Rican slang, “cool” or “awesome.”

Today, Pura Vida Coffee is served on more than

120 college campuses and at many other institu-

tions and businesses throughout the United

States. The company’s mission is to combine

capitalism with compassion by using the profits

to help children in coffee-growing countries

around the world. In the last several years, the

nine-year-old company has raised more than

$1.5 million. As a result, Chris’s work in Costa

Rica, known as FundaVida, now reaches more

than 500 children, providing computer centers,

job training, nutritional centers, and sports pro-

grams. The company also sponsors programs in

Ethiopia and Guatemala.

“The exciting thing is that when you transform

the life of a child, you not only transform that

child’s life, but also the generations that follow,”

Chris says. He remembers Kimber, for instance,

as a ten-year-old who once considered leaving

home and living on the street to escape her par-

ents’ unpleasant divorce. “The only reason she

stayed is because she didn’t want to leave the

computer center,” he says. “The relationship she

developed with one of the women volunteers

became a lifeline.”

Now 18 years old, Kimber volunteers in the Pura

Vida club in her community, and after being part

of the Pura Vida job training program, she landed

a full-time job at an international warehouse

store. “She was ecstatic,” recalls Chris.

Kimber attributes the love she received at

FundaVida with eventually helping her overcome

the hurt and abandonment she felt as a child, and

now she says she wants to give other children

the same guidance she received.

Says Chris, “I look at Kimber and see a child

whose destiny was transformed by the love

of God.”

by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00
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EWe felt that at the core, this
was an idea that could 
make a difference—we could
produce a product of excellent
quality, but be about more 
than executives making money
for themselves,” Chris 
Dearnley ’81 says. “It could 
be about social change 
and making an impact in the
hearts and lives of kids.”

“
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A Woman with a Mission

their lives, I would assure the parents that I was

praying for them and their child,” says Shirley,

who realizes that experience at Baylor was pur-

poseful training for the mission field. “Never was

there a parent who was offended or negative

about this assurance and most often the

response was one of real gratitude.”

In 1996 Shirley saw her dream fulfilled when

she and her husband, Dale, a pediatric 

surgeon, began working with HELPS

International, a nonprofit organization seeking

to improve the living conditions of rural Maya in

the highlands of Guatemala. Now each January

they travel with a large group of surgeons,

physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and support

personnel to work out of unoccupied hospitals

built by the U.S. government.

“At any given time, more than 100 people stand

waiting outside the hospital to be seen on a first-

come, first-served basis,” Shirley describes,

noting that hundreds are also seen each day in

the clinics.

Too poverty-stricken and frightened to travel to

the city, many depend upon HELPS teams for

medical care—some walking for several hours

to be treated for minor aches and pains as well

as for chronic health concerns such as diabetes

or malignancies. Over five or six days, between

120-130 patients receive operations to correct

cleft lips, remove gall bladders, repair hernias,

or resection tumors.

“The need is great, and we are blessed by the

opportunity to share the love of Jesus in a very

tangible way to these dear people,” says

Shirley.

A mother of five (including Sara Coln Goldstein

’85 and Dr. Eric Coln ’87) and a grandmother of

19, Shirley is now retired, but shows no signs of

slowing the pace of her life. In 2005 she and

Dale received the Mead-Johnson Lifetime

Achievement Award from the Greater Dallas

Pediatrics Society.

“Children want to be well,” reflects Shirley after

five decades and 40,000 patients. “I love

watching them grow and being a part of their

healing.”

by Danielle Kessler

WALK into any hospital today, and you

wouldn’t think twice about seeing women physi-

cians roving about the wards in lab coats and

scrubs. But when Dr. Shirley Kindberg Coln ’57

first began her career as a pediatrician nearly 50

years ago, a woman with an M.D. was much

more of an anomaly.

“There was a lot of pressure put on us,” recalls

Shirley, who, after earning her premed degree

from Wheaton, was one of only two women in

her medical school class at Baylor College of

Medicine. “In those days, accommodations were

not made for women, and everyone noticed

when we missed class or slipped up.”

Undaunted by these challenges, Shirley contin-

ued to pursue a career in medicine with the goal

of ultimately becoming a medical missionary.

She excelled in spite of the stigma of being a

woman, earning prestigious fellowships at

Children’s Medical Center in Dallas, going on to

serve for 23 years as a doctor in Baylor’s 

pediatric intensive care unit, and in 1992,

becoming the medical director of the hospital’s

Well-Baby Nursery.

“Many times when I had to give parents bad

news or when we had very ill babies fighting for

Respected physician Dr. Shirley Kindberg Coln ’57 experiences life

above the “glass ceiling.”

Shirley and her husband, Dale (right), with two fellow doctors outside a hospital in
San Cristobal, Guatemala, in 1999.
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Reginald R. Gerig ’42, Professor of Music
Emeritus
Famous Pianists & Their Technique 
(Indiana University Press, 2007)
A comprehensive resource for musicians
that looks at how great pianists from the
last three centuries perfected their
technique.

Henri Blocher, Knoedler Chair of Biblical
and Theological Studies
Always Reforming: Explorations in
Systematic Theology 
(A.T.B. McGowan, ed., InterVarsity
Press, 2006)
A collection of essays on systematic
theology intended to refresh, renew, and
even reform the church for its next
season.

David Setran, Associate Professor of
Christian Formation & Ministry
The College “Y” 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2007)
A history of the intercollegiate 
YMCA detailing its role on American
campuses in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries.

Mark Husbands and Timothy Larsen, eds.,
Assistant Professor of Biblical and
Theological Studies; McManis Chair
Women, Ministry, and the Gospel:
Exploring New Paradigms 
(InterVarsity Press, 2007)
Colleague Henri Blocher contributes to
this discussion on women in ministry
that examines biblical, theological, and
ecclesiological perspectives.

Bonnie L. Pattison, Visiting Assistant
Professor of Biblical and Theological
Studies
Poverty in the Theology of John Calvin 
(Pickwick Publications, 2006)
A discussion of how poverty and
affliction—not splendor and glory—mark
God’s kingdom on earth according to
Calvin’s theology.

Recommended Reading 
from Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 
is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 
individual research and publish books and articles.  
Here are some of the more recent books.

The Beauty of God 
(InterVarsity Press, 2007)

Edited by professors Daniel Treier, Mark Husbands, and Roger

Lundin, this collection of essays and illustrations from artists and

theologians also includes the work of Wheaton colleagues 

Jill Palaez Baumgaertner, Bruce Ellis Benson, and E. John Walford.

Exploring the connection between Christianity and the arts,

The Beauty of God illuminates the Christian significance of the

visual arts, music, and literature, as it considers the theological

meaning and place of the arts in a fallen world. Order

The Beauty of God and any other faculty books from the Wheaton

College Bookstore: online, www.wheatonbooks.com; 

by phone, (630) 752-5119; or by writing Wheaton College

Bookstore, 501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187.

Timothy Larsen, McManis Chair of Christian
Thought
Crisis of Doubt 
(Oxford University Press, 2006)
An exploration of the intellectual
challenges of the Victorian Era,
highlighting secular British thinkers who
reconverted to Christianity.
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world and afterward I get only
occasional glimpses of any good they
might be doing. So I must do the 
best I can, and then just offer them up to
God as sacrifices.

What will any of us say or do today
that will make a difference, that will
mark an individual or community in an
important way? 

We can’t know.And we don’t need 
to know.What we get to do instead is to
render our whole selves up to God as
grateful slaves, as living sacrifices.
Whatever happens next is God’s gift.
We are those who have already died to
this world and now are living in
“gracetime”—forever!

John Stackhouse, J r. M.A. ’82
serves as the Sangwoo Youtong
Chee Professor of Theology and
Culture at Regent College, an inter-
national graduate school of
Christian studies affiliated with the
University of British Columbia in
Vancouver, Canada. His most
recent book is Finally Feminist: A
Pragmatic Christian Understanding
of Gender (Baker Academic). He
and his wife, Kari, have three sons,
including Joshua, currently a 
student at Wheaton.

This has been a hard lesson for me to
learn, and I’m still learning it. Of 
course we are to make the most of our
talents, spiritual gifts, and opportunities.
A Wheaton education in particular is 
a great blessing that ought to be used to
make the most shalom we can in this
world God loves.

Yet how tempting it is to fixate upon
outcomes: to define our careers, our
families—even our charitable giving—in
terms of what is accomplished, rather
than in terms of the open-handed
totality of our offering to God, for Him
to do with as He pleases.

The New Testament offers a spectrum
of words to describe how Christians
relate to God: sacrifice, slave, servant,
friend, and child.And Paul most
frequently picks the one,“slave,”
epitomizing his exhortation in Romans
12:1 to offer our bodies as “living
[perpetual] sacrifices” to God.

So while effectiveness matters—as the
parable of the talents reminds us, and as
does Paul’s own exhortation to be careful
how we build (1 Cor. 3)—we must also
recognize that we really can’t know the
full effects of our actions and thus must
not measure what we do only by what
we perceive the effects to be.

As a writer, I send articles, blog
entries, reviews, and books into the

wonder what would happen,”
reflects author Mark Alan Powell,
“if we collected the offering on
Sunday morning, set the plates on

the altar, and then tossed in a match,
burning up everyone’s money.”

In his book Giving to God:The Bible’s
Good News about Living a Generous Life
(Eerdmans, 2006), Powell reminds us that
most of the sacrifices in the Old
Testament were consumed by fire, rather
than being used to sustain the priests, or
help the poor, or accomplish some 
other practical purpose. Like the costly
perfume that could have been sold to
benefit the poor, the giving to God was
itself the point.

W H E A T O N 5 7

PUBLISHED

Everything Up in (Holy) Smoke

alumni

“I
by John G. Stackhouse, Jr. M.A. ’82

How tempting it is to fixate upon outcomes: to 

define our careers, our families—even our charitable

giving—in terms of what is accomplished. 

What does it really mean to be a “living sacrifice?”
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who, in her fiction,“minds the nots.”
She highlights the evil, in her own
remarkable way, as over against the good,
for, as she claimed,“Writers who see by
the light of their Christian faith will
have, in these times, the sharpest eyes for
the grotesque, for the perverse, and for
the unacceptable” (The Fiction Writer
and His Country).

One of the areas today in which
Christians’ sharp eyesight is threatened is
in the area of human sexuality—no
incidental area of dispute, but one
concerning the fundamental way in
which we were created. Scripture’s
creation account tells us much about
distinctions. It tells us first that
distinctions are good; in fact, creation
itself works by distinctions, with God
separating light from darkness, separating
the waters . . . until the point when he
separates out the female from the male
and makes them distinct, good creations.

But let us note that the distinctions
depend on an essential common relation.
Genesis tells us first that “God created
man in his own image.” It then repeats:

making distinctions—choosing clear
sides, in many senses—so that, on this
momentous occasion and on the various
big and little occasions of our lives, we
might all perhaps be just a bit less
unaware of the vivid divides, the earth-
shattering distinctions, the sides of reality
among which we stand, and among
which we choose, and according to
which we decide whether and what we
will renounce or embrace.

God’s Word itself speaks through
distinctions, separating out concepts for
us, just as God first separated day from
night. I often recall advice learned from
one of my favorite Bible teachers, a
British gentleman by the name of Dick
Lucas, who exhorts students of the
Scripture to “mind the nots!” By this he
means: Watch for the negatives that so
often accompany the positives in order
to clarify them, separating what is true
from what is not.“All things were made

through him,” John says, and then adds,
“and without him was not any thing
made that was made” (John 1:3).

The writer Flannery O’Connor is one

mong various occasions of
pageantry in my experience, I recall one
ceremony in a lovely old stone parish
church just outside London.That Sunday
morning 20 years ago, my family and I
first witnessed a baptismal service in the
tradition of the Book of Common Prayer.
We observed parents and godparents
standing up together, dressed in their
finest, babe in arms, responding to
questions from the robed vicar—six
questions which suddenly seemed to
shake the universe:

“Do you reject the devil and all
rebellion against God?”

“Do you renounce the deceit and
corruption of evil?”

“Do you repent of the sins that
separate us from God and neighbor?”

“Do you turn to Christ as Savior?”
“Do you submit to Christ as Lord?”
“Do you come to Christ, the way, the

truth and the life?”
Three questions about renouncing

evil, and three questions about
embracing Christ. With these ringing
questions, it seemed for a moment as if
the skies were torn open, and the
heavenly battle was suddenly visible: the
devil with his spiritual forces of evil
gathered on one side; and the forces of
light—angels, chariots of fire, and Christ
Himself—gathered on the other.There
in the center, perhaps even somewhat
unaware of it all, stood these parents
with this child, declaring aloud their will
to choose sides, to renounce evil and to
embrace Christ.

I’d like to think with you about
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Graduates of Distinction

As Christians, we move out into a society of flux, where

biblically-held distinctions will jar against the flow

of a new kind of relationship that embraces all possible

configurations—in fact, that merges all, including 

God, into a uniform one. 

The following is excerpted from the Graduate School commencement address delivered May 5, 2007, 
by Wheaton College Trustee Dr. Kathleen Buswell Nielson ’77, an author and professor of writing and literature
who has taught at Vanderbilt University, Bethel College, and Wheaton.
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cross for us, God has “delivered us from
the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”
(Col. 1:13). It is no wonder that the
heavens should reverberate.

May we so honor Jesus that the forces
of evil would draw back, the very armies
of heaven would cheer, and we would
sense the reverberations—in these
moments and in the days to come, until
He comes again.

Listen to Dr. Nielson’s unabridged
address by logging on to
www.wheaton.edu/wetn/comm.html

many big and little moments to choose
and to say out loud just what distinctions
we will hold and live out in the midst of
the flux.And in those moments, we may
feel the universe tremble, as the heavenly
forces respectively cheer or thunder with
indignation.

God’s truth with Jesus at the center is
about the ultimate distinction between
life and death, heaven and hell.We all 
by fallen nature belong to the dark side.
Left to ourselves, we are helpless and
hopeless. But the wonderful mystery is
that, through the gift of faith in Christ’s
righteous sacrifice, His death on the

“in the image of God he created him.” It
then adds “male and female he created
them” (1:27).Without the foundational
shared image of God, male and female
would have no common ground from
which differences can meaningfully
emerge.Without the sameness of being
created in God’s image, there could not
exist the mysterious union of two
distinct beings that happens in a
marriage between a husband and a wife.
Distinction is not alienation; distinction
is relation based ultimately on relation to
God. Even the forces of evil in the
heavenly places are not a separately
evolved entity; they are part of God’s
creation which rebelled against Him and
which He will put down.

This is what C. S. Lewis was talking
about, in his Preface to Paradise Lost,
when he noted John Milton’s
understanding, largely received from
Augustine, of the fact that “What we call
bad things are good things perverted.”
We shouldn’t wonder so at the
magnificence of Milton’s Satan, Lewis
says, for Milton understood the potency
not just of evil but of evil that defines
itself over against the primary goodness
of God.All distinctions, and all battles
over distinctions, ultimately relate to God
Himself, from whom the whole variety
of creation springs, according to His
powerful word.

As Christians, we move out into a
society of flux, where biblically-held
distinctions will jar against the flow of a
new kind of relationship that embraces
all possible configurations—in fact, that
merges all, including God, into a
uniform one.We believers will have
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left: Dr. Kathleen Buswell

Nielson ’77. She  is married to

Dr. Niel Nielson ’76, president

at Covenant College (GA).
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case of AIDS, framing the disease as a
symptom of global poverty expands the
scope of our care.

Our words also serve to constitute our

character. Focusing only on AIDS in
Africa ignores the scope of the crisis and
portrays the church as hierarchical in its
outreach, as if some people are more
worthy of care than others.

Cultural critic Douglas Crimp has
provocatively stated that “AIDS does not
exist apart from the practices that
conceptualize it, represent it, and respond
to it.”The study of rhetoric at Wheaton
is not just about “talk.”This isn’t ivory-
tower theory.This is roll-up-your-sleeves
theory in action. Issues like AIDS are
matters of life and death. Our words can
make the difference.

Christine J. Gardner teaches a course on
the rhetoric of AIDS, serves as chair of
President Litfin’s Task Force on
HIV/AIDS, and advises the Student
Global AIDS Campaign. She received her
Ph.D. from Northwestern University, and
has worked professionally in radio broad-
casting, public relations, and print journalism.
Christy and her husband, Brian, who
works in development for Wheaton, are
both from the Pacific Northwest.

words and images that shape our
understanding of its reality.This is the
realm of rhetoric. In a political campaign
season, we tend to associate “rhetoric”
with bluster and pretension.Aristotle
defined rhetoric as the art of persuasion.
Current scholarship expands rhetoric to
the study of symbols and their role in
shaping meaning.

The new frontier in the struggle
against HIV/AIDS is not medical or even
political; it is cultural. New York Times
Magazine reports that fear of stigma is
preventing HIV-positive pregnant women
in South Africa from taking an
antiretroviral that reduces disease
transmission to their babies.We have the
medical technology to curb HIV; in some
cases, it is cost effective and readily
available. But what will persuade young
mothers to swallow the pill? 

Our words are powerful. Genesis tells
us that God spoke the worlds into being.
As co-creators with God, our words can
build up or tear down.Through the power
of the Holy Spirit speaking through us,
we can give voice to the voiceless.

Our words influence our action. In the

few years ago, I was traveling
in Kenya and Rwanda, researching the
rhetoric of the evangelical sexual
abstinence movement.Although HIV
prevalence rates in sub-Saharan Africa are
some of the highest in the world, I was
surprised to find that few young people
mentioned the fear of AIDS as a
motivation for abstinence.

A development worker responded
matter-of-factly that African teenagers
know all about AIDS, but figure they
will die from malaria first, or even a car
accident. I was stunned. In our country,
talk about AIDS in Africa often sidesteps
the thornier issues of poverty and

oppression.The problem is much deeper
and broader than a slogan on a T-shirt.

Is AIDS a symptom of global poverty
or a gay disease? Is it a worldwide
pandemic or a fashion statement?

For many of us, our only experience
with something like AIDS is through the
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Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Culture

The Rhetoric of AIDS

The study of rhetoric at

Wheaton is not just

about “talk.” This isn’t

ivory-tower theory. This

is roll-up-your-sleeves

theory in action.

Why what we say about this global disease matters.
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“Most people rely on their bodies to
do what they want them to do,”
says Annie.“I am learning to trust God
to fulfill every need and every role 
in my life. . . . Every time I’m about to
give up, when I’m crying out to 
God and don’t hear him, the Lord
speaks to me through others.” In this
way, she notes,“He keeps me 
faithful.”

more rapidly.
After years of social hardship and

abuse from peers during junior high
and high school,Annie now feels
welcome among those who see her for
who she is rather than for what she
can’t do. She explains,“During high
school, I would struggle to open 
doors for my scooter and people 
would stand by and watch or even
laugh. . . . Now I live in Smith dorm
and there’s a big hill, but people 
will run up the hill just to open the
door for me.”

The hardships Annie has faced every
day have given her a perspective on
friendship and on what’s most important
in life that some never acquire.“It’s so
easy to forget God’s blessings, to get
caught up thinking ‘I want that one,’ and
to forget all the others,” she says.

Today she leads a Discipleship Small
Group with a suitemate, and is involved

with the Latino group, Unidad, on
campus.With an interest in all things
ancient, and a major in history,
Annie dreams of becoming a museum
curator one day.

But all the while spreading her wings,
Annie still faces many struggles
unknown to most college students.
She has had back surgery, and will
undergo foot surgery this summer.

f you’ve ever watched a butterfly
emerge from the dark of its cocoon, and
then unfurl its delicate wings in the
sun, you may begin to understand how
life has opened up for Annie Eby ’09 
in these last two years.

A trip to the movies, driving down
Lake Shore Drive, visiting the Shedd
Aquarium with friends—these are the
Wheaton moments that Annie relishes.
“The regular hang-out times are the
best for me,” she says.

Annie came to Wheaton with a
background that is far from typical. She
moved from Mexico to the United
States with her family when she was
nine, knowing little English. She and
both her siblings were then diagnosed
with muscular dystrophy, a disease that

causes progressive weakness and
degeneration of the skeletal muscles.

Though she has poor balance,
lethargy, trouble walking, and uses a
scooter to get around,Annie was
determined to attend college—for her
sister more than for herself.“My 
sister wanted so badly to go to college,
but couldn’t,”Annie says, explaining 
that her sister’s disease has progressed
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“Every time I’m about to give up, when 

I’m crying out to God and 

don’t hear him, the Lord speaks to 

me through others.”

With faith and determination—and the support of Wheaton friends—
this student faces difficulty every day.

Flights of Faith

prof i le

I
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90
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a pastor’s advice that “the most exciting
thing in the world is what God is doing
now. Find out what it is—and fling
yourself toward it!” This dictum has
informed the professor’s choices ever
since.

After graduating from Wheaton,
Dr. Larsen moved to England to take 
a job with Covenant Ministries
International.At Covenant College, he
taught church history, wrote adult
education curriculum, and edited a
Christian magazine. He also spent time
in Scotland, earning his Ph.D. in 1997
from the University of Stirling, and
becoming acquainted with a Scottish
medical doctor, Jane, who today is his
wife.After spending the first seven years
of their marriage in Britain, Dr. Larsen

says he didn’t imagine they would ever
leave.Their older children, Lucia, 10, and
Theo, 9, were born in Britain and their
youngest,Amelia, 6, was born after the
family moved to Canada.

The choice to return west was,
Dr. Larsen says,“the hardest decision in
my life.” His mentor, Dr. Mark Noll ’68,
had informed him of a job opportunity
at Tyndale University in Toronto, and
after months of deliberation, Dr. Larsen
decided to take the position as professor
of church history there. He then

the Wheaton-owned house named for
Dr. Gerald Hawthorne, professor of
Greek emeritus.

Much of Dr. Larsen’s time was spent
researching Victorian churchman Edward
Pusey, one of a group of high church
Anglicans who worked to prove that the
Church of England was a direct
descendent of the Christian church
founded by the Apostles. Poet Gerard
Manley Hopkins was also a member of
this company, known as the Oxford
Movement. Dr. Larsen says that many
who have written about the Oxford
Movement have ignored the fact that the
passion of Pusey’s life was not church
doctrine, but rather, the Bible. He hopes
his work will “recover Pusey as a serious
Bible scholar.”

Dr. Larsen was also asked to be a part
of a group of researchers who have
received a large grant toward a Victorian
studies project, and together they plan to
present panels and papers, and down the
road, write a book.

These new opportunities further
indulge what Dr. Larsen calls his “long
romance with England.” He fell in love
with Britain at age 13, after going on a
missions trip to France that ended with a
two-week debriefing in England.As a
young adult, Dr. Larsen was captivated by

rinolines and hoop skirts.The
art of photography, introduced at the 
first ever World’s Fair. John Locke’s
empiricism that championed the role of
experience in shaping ideas. Wuthering
Heights with its keening ghosts and wet,
highland moors. Dante Gabriel Rossetti
and the pre-Raphaelite brotherhood
with their bright, evenly-lit scenes.The
scandal of a bare ankle.

When you think of the Victorian era,
what jumps into your mind?  

For Dr.Timothy Larsen ’89, M.A. ’90,
McManis Chair of Christian Thought,
the mid-19th century was an important
period in church history and a time
when “the Bible loomed large” in
Western culture.

Dr. Larsen recently returned to
Wheaton after a five-month sabbatical 
as a visiting fellow at Trinity College,
Cambridge University. Founded by
Henry VIII in 1546,Trinity College
boasts that it has taught “princes, spies,
poets, and prime ministers.” Francis
Bacon, George Herbert, Isaac Newton,
A.A. Milne, Ralph Vaughan Williams, and
Alfred, Lord Tennyson are all alumni.

Because Trinity appoints only four
visiting fellows at a time, and most often
the American fellows are from Ivy
League schools, Dr. Larsen felt honored
to be chosen.“At dinner,” he says with a
smile,“I was often asked how long I’d
been at Harvard.”

During his time at Cambridge, he and
his family stayed at Hawthorne House,

WHEATON in the world
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by Jennifer Grant ’89

A Victorian Rhapsody
One scholar’s sabbatical in Britain may change your impressions
of the Victorian era.

C

“19th century... scholars—regardless of their

religious convictions—used the Bible as a

benchmark against which they structured their

intellectual work.”
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Cambridge is “years away,” he says.
In it, he will highlight a representative
figure from every religious tradition 
in 19th-century Britain, including
significant Catholic, agnostic, Unitarian,
and Jewish thinkers, and explore how 
the Bible affected each person’s intellec-
tual achievements.

And though he has proven his ability
to excel at intensive research, Dr. Larsen
says he’s eager to begin teaching again
after a semester overseas. He cites the
“mutual nourishment” between teaching
and research as one of the reasons he
loves being a professor.

Commends Dr. Baumgaertner,“He’s so
productive, he creates an unfair standard.”

stir,” she says, adding that it challenges
the accepted perception of religious
thought during the Victorian era.

Dr. Larsen’s sabbatical research on 
the Bible and the Victorians will
continue to overturn the notion that
ideas introduced in the 19th century
demonstrated the weakness of Christian
thought and permanently drew great
thinkers away from Christianity. He
argues that many secular leaders came to
an abiding Christian faith during this
time, asserting that scholars—regardless
of their religious convictions—used the
Bible as a benchmark against which they
structured their intellectual work.

The book he began writing in

returned to Wheaton in 2002 to teach
theology, and was appointed McManis
Chair of Christian Thought last spring
following Dr. Noll’s departure.

Dean of Humanities and Theological
Studies Dr. Jill Baumgaertner has
followed Dr. Larsen’s career since he was
a student at Wheaton.“He produces high
quality work and just has a facility of
language,” she says.“I saw it way back
when he was an undergraduate.”

She notes that his most recent work,
Crisis of Doubt: Honest Faith in 19th-
Century England (Oxford University
Press, 2006), is a finalist for the Arlin
Meyer Prize, to be awarded by the Lilly
Network shortly.“It is creating a huge
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W all times. Use words if necessary.”We
know what this aphorism was designed
to stress: the importance of the
“adorning” role of our deeds (Titus
2:10). But were we to press the saying
literally, it would be false.The gospel
cannot be “preached” nonverbally.The
gospel is inherently a verbal thing. It
requires verbal expression. Social activism
can never take its place.

At Wheaton we are striving to keep in
mind that it is this proclaimed gospel
that is “the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes”
(Rom. 1:16), not our social action.We
view justice and compassion ministries as
buttressing our gospel witness, not
replacing it.

Jesus warned,“Do not be afraid of
those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One
who can destroy both soul and body in
hell” (Matt. 10:28).As we seek to 
engage the world with our words and
deeds, this is the sobering reality we 
are striving to live out.

temptation to reduce the contribution 
of the church to the so-called “social
gospel” is always before us.

Why should that be so? The perennial
reason is that the name of Jesus 
remains a scandal. He will always be a
line in the sand, a “stone of stumbling.”
Feed the poor, heal the sick, stand up 
for the oppressed and the world will
often approve. But name the unique

claims of Jesus Christ and it will often
not be applause you hear. Jesus said so
Himself.

Moreover, this perennial challenge is
further complicated by our own cultural
moment.We live in a generation that has
lost confidence in the ability of language
to bear the weight of truth.Truth claims
of any sort are often resisted if not
censured. In such an environment,
proclaiming the powerful claims of the
gospel is especially challenging. Hence
the temptation to allow social action to
stand in for our verbal witness.

But this is a mistake. St. Francis
famously exhorted,“Preach the gospel at

e are witnessing a rising 
tide of social activism on Wheaton’s
campus.This issue of the Wheaton
magazine gives eloquent testimony to it.
Issues of justice and compassion rank
high with this generation of students,
and we are encouraging their
involvement.We believe it is crucial for
the church to lay itself on the line in
service to the world for Christ’s sake. He
is honored when we care for our
neighbors and for the created realm over
which He has made us stewards.All this
is crystal clear.

But we are striving to keep two other
things clear as well.

First,Wheaton College is an academic
community.We are not a church, or a
mission agency, or a relief agency, much
less a “first response” relief agency.We are
an institution of higher learning.As we
seek to respond to the needs of the
world we therefore remind ourselves
regularly that our response must be
appropriate to our institutional identity
and mission.Within that mission and
identity there are unique contributions
Wheaton College can make to the needs
of the world. Keeping this focus clear
helps us fulfill our academic calling
rather than being drawn away from it.

Second, we also know that we must
never allow our activism to eclipse our
verbal witness.This is a genuine danger,
one which previous generations of
Christians have not always avoided.The

PRESIDENT’Scommentary
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“We view justice and compassion 
ministries as buttressing our 
gospel witness, not replacing it.”

Feed the poor, heal the sick, stand 

up for the oppressed and the world will often

approve. But name the unique claims of 

Jesus Christ and it will often not be applause 

you hear. 

Duane Litfin President

52566_56-64,ISBC_u1  8/6/07  2:28 PM  Page 64



Plug in to a charitable investment
that is grounded in the ministry
of Wheaton College

The Wheaton College gift annuity is a powerful tool that provides
• Stable, partially tax-free income payments to you for the rest of your life

• An immediate income tax deduction

• A substantial reduction in capital gains taxes if funded with appreciated stock

• A partnership with Wheaton College in shaping whole and effective servants 
for Christ

Contact Dave Teune or David Melilli at 800-525-9906 or gift.plan@wheaton.edu 
for more information. You can also visit our website at: giving.wheaton.edu.
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The energy of student life inspired the six-panel, 6' by 21' mural titled
“VIVID,” currently on display in the Todd M. Beamer Student Center.
Graphic design major Chris Low ’05 created the mural for his senior
art project. He explains, “It’s a visual remix of the Beamer Center that
includes dancing figures and elements of the surrounding space.”
Influenced by the textures and colors of pop art, and the techniques of
cubist artists Picasso and Cezanne, Chris hopes the work will serve 
to broaden students’ visual aesthetic and artistic sensibilities. He is
currently pursuing a career in advertising, and aspires to “produce
strong work that challenges cultural paradigms.” 

detail from VIVID

by Chris Low ’05

graphic design on canvas

Artof the Remix 
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