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Letter from 
the Editor

I
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n the 1929 debut of Wheaton Alumni Quarterly,Trustee Herman 

A. Fischer ’03 wrote:

The Quarterly can bring the College to us, though space separates as

well as time. . . the College was of people not things. . . . Can the

Quarterly bring us to them and them to us? By such a magazine

might be brought to us an understanding of the College that is, and a

vision of the College that should be, that with Divine blessing will be. 

What lofty expectations to place on a mere periodical.And yet on

my office shelves sit nearly 75 years’ worth of bound magazines

chronicling the life of Wheaton and the lives of thousands of its alumni.

You are looking at another debut of the alumni magazine.Yes, the

design has changed, but not so much the content.We’ll continue to

include stories of former classmates and inform you of ways to connect

with them and the College.We’ll also work at giving you articles that

reveal the soul and substance of a place as complex as Wheaton.

Previously a quarterly, Wheaton will now be published three times a

year, allowing us to save postage and printing costs. Even so, the 

total number of pages per year will not change, so continue sending us

your class news—I know it’s your favorite section.

I am extremely grateful to alumna Alice Isoz Chrismer ’70 and her

colleague Ellen Mardock for masterfully leading the redesign.They

introduced us to Danish artist Finn Sködt, who drew the elegant

typeface that dignifies our cover and appears in places throughout. Finn

has graciously allowed Wheaton magazine alone to premier his work.

For this privilege, we are honored.

Herman Fischer closed his 1929 foreword with a question:“Shall we

together share in [the magazine’s] growth; with material for its columns

. . . and subscription for its treasury?” I ask the same of you. Subscrip-

tions haven’t been required for decades, but I do welcome your letters,

ideas, and stories.Together let’s make Wheaton a truly fine periodical.

Georgia I. Douglass ‘70, M.A. ‘94
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Mobilizing the 

African American church 

to address AIDS

Two years ago, Meredith Long ’71, M.A.
’73, the international health programs
director, approached me about meeting on
behalf of World Relief with the National
Black Evangelical Association (NBEA)
leadership regarding mobilizing the black
church in the United States to address the
HIV/AIDS crisis.The result was my
working with Wheaton trustee Dr. Ruth
Bentley ’55, M.A. ’58, treasurer and
director for administration of NBEA, to
form a partnership with World Relief and
the NBEA leading to the formation of
the International Christian Coalition for
AIDS Reversal and Education.While 
the progress seems slow, we are moving
forward in educating the black church
about HIV/AIDS. In the process, God is
redeeming the evil of HIV/AIDS to 
build His kingdom—black and white,
rich and poor, around the world.
Grace Tazelaar ’72 

Illinois

Write Us
We want to hear from you. Send us 
your letters and e-mails as they relate to
material published in the magazine.
Correspondence must include your name,
address, and phone number. The editor
reserves the right to determine 
the suitability of letters for publication
and to edit them for accuracy and length.
Unfortunately, not all letters can be
published nor can they be returned. 
Editor, Wheaton
Wheaton College / Wheaton, IL 60187
editor@wheaton.edu
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Wheaton remembers

The alumni magazine is very precious 
to me as I read wonderful remembrances
that I never knew or saw about my
brother, Fritz (or Freddie, as we called
him), who was killed during World War
II. I always knew he was a great guy, but
years later I’m happy others remember.
I thank you that Wheaton never forgets.
Georgina Lange Benson ’48

California

Picking up the mantle of

compassion

Although I am not a Wheaton 
alumnus, I have family members who
are, including my wife. I want to
compliment you on the stand you are
taking and for being a voice to the
evangelical body regarding the
HIV/AIDS pandemic in sub-Saharan
Africa.The stories and details in the
spring Wheaton magazine were excellent.
Alarming, but excellent.

Having recently returned from
Zambia, I have had a very sobering
initial firsthand look at the reality of this
devastating disease. Just since I returned
nine weeks ago, two little nine-year-old
boys I had the privilege to meet have
died from AIDS-related complications.
I do hope and pray that the church picks
up the mantle of compassion as it relates
to this ugly robber of life.

Please continue to make the 
HIV/AIDS issue part of future publica-
tions. I am cheering you on!
Scott Pederson

Illinois

An African perspective on

AIDS

I found it very refreshing to have an
article dealing with the HIV/AIDS crisis
while highlighting what the church can
do in providing a powerful response.
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in
tackling this tough issue through alumni
perspectives.

If you ever want to provide a distinctly
African perspective on AIDS, Stella
Kasirye M.A. ’95, from Uganda, is fighting
this issue head-on through grassroots,
church mobilization as the country
director of Malawi for World Relief.
Damon Schroeder ’96

Illinois

Buckets of grain feed widows

and orphans in Nigeria

I was touched by your articles featuring
those taking seriously God’s call to move
the Christian community to action to
help with the AIDS crisis in Africa. Our
women’s ministry has recently partnered
with SIM missionary Dorothy Hostetter
Ardill M.A. ’87 in Jos, Nigeria, to 
help buy buckets for the Bucket of Grain
Ministry she has begun. Each woman 
in the churches is given a bucket to put
a handful of grain in each day.At the end
of the month, the bucket is brought to
the storeroom at the church to help feed
the widows and orphans.We are doing 
a small part by buying the buckets, but
the people in the Nigerian church 
are sacrificing the most by feeding the
hungry from their own food supply.
Janet Sudak Graves ’79 

Maryland
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The Beamer Center Project

Receives a Foundation Grant

The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations
have awarded Wheaton College a
$200,000 grant toward the construction
of the Todd M. Beamer Student Center.
In the past, they supported Wheaton’s
New Century Challenge campaign with
a $150,000 grant toward the Sports and
Recreation Complex.

The three foundations that comprise
the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations are
committed to the ideals of founder 
Mr. Davis, whose philanthropic
philosophy emphasized higher education
and religious activities, with some
attention to medicine.

Their gifts to higher education are
directed toward private institutions with
outstanding records of teaching, whose
students major primarily in the
traditional liberals arts and science and
math. Support is generally reserved for
colleges of broadly acknowledged
academic excellence and a solid record
of financial strength.

Wheaton Holds Down 

Tuition Increases 

Although costs to students still remain
much lower than actual costs at Wheaton,
tuition will increase 6.7 percent this fall
for undergraduates and 7 percent for
graduate students, bringing total costs 
to $24,600 per year for full-time
undergraduate resident students and 
$464 per hour for graduate students.

Patrick T. Brooke,Wheaton’s controller,
is confident that the College “continues
its commitment to keep tuition as

C A M P U S  N E W S
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Wheaton in the News

Wheaton—A Best-Kept

Secret?

Jay Mathews, a writer at the Washington
Post, recognized Wheaton as one of the
best-kept secrets, in his column
“Colleges Worth Considering.” Based
on an unscientific survey of high
school teachers and guidance
counselors, he compiled a list of 100
colleges and universities that deserve
bigger reputations. He wrote,“I called
them the hidden gems, the lesser
known jewels, the wallflower colleges
that students fall in love with only after
they get to know them.” In his
description of Wheaton, he emphasized
the College’s moral principles and
mentioned that Kaplan’s Unofficial,

Biased Insider’s Guide to the 320 Most
Interesting Colleges thought Wheaton
“may truly be the Harvard of Christian
higher education.”

Wheaton Takes the Cake

The Association of Collegiate
Conference and Events Directors–
International honored Wheaton with
its Outstanding Institutional
Achievement award.The award was
given for having “achieved an
outstanding milestone in the collegiate
conference and events industry through
two decades of contribution to the
College, the community, and the
greater society at large,” and was
received by CarolAnn Paul and Julie
Farrow of the conference services 
department.
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Senior Scholars

Benefit from

Generous Alumni

Donations

Thanks to generous
donations from alumni, five
recipients of the annual
Alumni Association’s Senior
Scholarship Award will have
lighter financial loads.The
awardees, all from the Class
of 2004, were chosen by the
Alumni Board of Directors
from a list of students
nominated by faculty and staff.
■ Gustave “David” Woerner, Jr.,

a “missionary kid” from
Santiago, Chile, is an
international relations major
with a minor in Bible. He has
participated in the Honduras
Project, is a member of Pi
Sigma Alpha, the political

“More people accept Christ through
the phone ministry than evangelistic
meetings,” says Diane Garvin, director of
the ministry. For Diane, the phone
ministry isn’t only about guiding non-
believers to Christ.“It was built to teach
Christians how to do evangelism,” she
says. Phone volunteers are specially
trained and equipped with the Christian
Worker’s Handbook, a topical guide to
evangelizing.

Each time Billy Graham’s message is
broadcast on television, viewers are
invited to dial the number at the bottom
of the screen.The first full week of each
quarter, these callers are directed to
Wheaton’s branch of the phone ministry,
one of 11 branches.

A prayer group provides spiritual
support both for the volunteers and for
each caller.Although 47 phones are
available, at times some go unattended.
“We need more committed, passionate
people,” says Diane. For more
information call 630-752-5803 opt. 2.

reasonable as possible while providing a
quality education of the highest
standards.” He notes that Wheaton’s
endowment and donors’ generous giving
keeps tuition low relative to comparable
liberal arts institutions.

Wheaton is the least expensive of 
the U.S. News and World Report’s top 
80 National Liberal Arts Colleges and 
the least expensive of 16 high-quality
Midwestern liberal arts colleges. Its
pricing ranks 7th in the 13-member
Christian College Consortium.

Graham Center’s Phone

Ministry Needs Volunteers

It’s 7 P.M. on a Monday night and
hundreds of people dial the toll-free
number on their television screens—
answering evangelist Billy Graham’s 
altar call.These calls come to Wheaton’s 
Billy Graham Center, where some 
40 volunteers sit ready to listen, counsel,
and pray. One of every four callers
accepts Christ.

Wheaton’s High Road adventure at 

HoneyRock for incoming freshmen was included

in “101 Cool Campus Activities” in 

College Bound Magazine.

Artist Series at Wheaton
In its 6th decade of presenting 
great music to the Wheaton Community
Order tickets on-line at
www.wheaton.edu/TicketOffice

Krasnoyarsk National Dance Company of Siberia

Saturday, October 4, 2003 at 8 P.M.

Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor

Opera Verdi Europa

Thursday, October 23, 2003 at 7:30 P.M.

Stewart Goodyear, pianist
Friday, November 7, 2003 at 8 P.M.

Ring of Fire Handbells

Jason Wells, conductor
with Glen  Ellyn Children’s Chorus

Emily Ellsworth, conductor
Saturday, February 7, 2004 at 8 P.M.

Moscow State Radio Symphony Orchestra

and Chorus Tchaikovsky Gala
Saturday, February 21, 2004 at 8 P.M.

An Evening with Marvin Hamlisch featuring
Sylvia McNair ’78, soprano, with the Wheaton

College Symphony Orchestra and Choruses.

Saturday, April 3, 2004 at 8 P.M.
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master’s degree in foreign policy or public
administration. He would eventually like
to serve as an elected public official.
■ Sarah Day is from Springfield,
Massachusetts, but spent the first eight
years of her life in Africa. She is an
international relations major with a
minor in art, focusing on photography.
Sarah returned to Africa (Zambia) on a
Student Missionary Project through the
Office of Christian Outreach. She has
been a member of the Student
Allocations Board, a residence hall
council, and her freshman class council.
Last year, she worked in the admissions
office as a Diakonoi, and recently served
as a resident assistant. She is also part of a
student organization formed to fight
AIDS through education, direct action,
and advocacy, and was a member of the
Gospel Choir. Sarah spent the summer as
an intern on Capitol Hill and will serve
as senior class president this coming year.
She is considering joining the Peace
Corps following graduation and possibly
using photography in a way that serves
and benefits others, either domestically or
overseas.

■ Laura Roy of Silverton, Oregon, is a
mathematics major with minors in
English, French, and music. She has been
a member of the Women’s Chorale for
three years, a piano accompanist for
voice students, and a worship leader in
College Church’s college group. She has
worked in the language learning center
and participated in the Wheaton-in-
France summer study program. Laura has
ministered at the DuPage Convalescence
Center and has been a captain and
participant on an intramural soccer team.
She hopes to go on a short-term
missions trip to a French-speaking
country following graduation and later
pursue further education in math or
possibly more travel and ministry in
Europe.
■ Peter Janci is a political science major
from Bothell,Washington. He was
president of his sophomore class, serves
on the Student Conduct Hearing Panel,
and is a member of Pi Sigma Alpha, the
political science national honor society.
Peter has also been involved in
Discipleship Small Groups. He plans to
attend law school and also may pursue a

science national honor society, and has
worked as a resident assistant, a teaching
assistant in the Spanish and international
relations departments, and as a camp
counselor at HoneyRock. David wants
to pursue a career that involves building
relationships with people and ministering
to their specific needs.

■ Ezra Watnik is a business major and
Spanish minor from Pittsford, New York.
He has held jobs in the athletics
department and Buswell Library, and has
been involved in the Men’s Glee Club,
and the Office of Christian Outreach’s
Dearborn tutoring ministry. Next year
he will serve as chair of the Christian
Service Council and be a student
representative on the Planning
Committee for Spiritual Formation. Ezra
also attended the Wheaton-in-Spain
summer study program. His future plans
include going to graduate school in
business administration.

WHEATONn e w s

Senior Scholarship Award winners, chosen by the Alumni Board of Directors: Sarah Day, Laura Roy, Ezra Watnik, Chuck Hogren ‘58 (Alumni Association President),

Peter Janci, Gustave “David” Woerner, Jr.

Thanks to generous donations from alumni, five

recipients of the annual Alumni Association’s Senior

Scholarship Award will have lighter financial loads. 
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Faculty Honored 

The Wheaton College Board of
Trustees has acknowledged the
hard work and dedication of nine
faculty members by bestowing
promotions, tenure, and emeritus
status, which became effective 
in July.

Faculty members promoted 

from assistant professor to

associate professor:

Sarah Holman, conservatory
Mark Lewis, communications
Raymond Lewis, biology
Peter Walters, kinesiology

Faculty member promoted 

from associate professor to

professor:

Scott Moreau, missions and 
intercultural studies 

Faculty members receiving 

tenure:

Evvy Hay Campbell, missions and
intercultural studies
Sarah Holman, conservatory
Mark Lewis, communications
Raymond Lewis, biology
Peter Walters, kinesiology

Faculty members retiring with 

emeritus status:

Em Griffin, communication
Elizabeth Hillstrom, psychology
Alva Steffler, art

What makes The Rolling Thunder
Battalion,Wheaton’s ROTC chapter,
unique? According to Lt. Col. Scott
Buhmann, professor of military science,
the program stands out as a leader
among the 270 ROTC programs in the
United States and has a reputation for
training some of the best soldiers.
Wheaton’s chapter is also the only
ROTC program hosted by an
evangelical Christian institution.

“I want to train the cadets to be
respected as army leaders, but first as
Christians,” says Buhmann.“They can
be missionaries wherever they are.”

College scholarships are among the
advantages offered to cadets.The
chapter’s goal remains the same as all
ROTC programs: to train cadets so that
upon graduation they will be qualified
for appointments as officers in the
Army, Army Reserve, or National
Guard.

But at Wheaton, cadets are trained to
be soldiers and also to be servants of
Christ, a concept that extends even to
Wheaton’s trainers. “Our primary effort
is to care for the cadets,” says
Buhmann, adding,“We are making
them the best that they can be.”

In 1952, at the pinnacle of the Cold
War, College Trustee Paul Howard
initiated the Wheaton chapter. Until
1969, participation was mandatory for
all underclass males. By 1975, the
program was completely voluntary for
all.Today,Wheaton’s ROTC program
also includes students from Olivet
Nazarene University, Lewis University,
and Benedictine University.

Delegates in the Making

at Model United Nations

Taking third place is something to
celebrate, especially for the fifteen
Wheaton students who placed third
behind teams from Stanford and Harvard
in ChoMUN, a nationally respected
model United Nations competition held
at the University of Chicago on April 3.

“We’re a Division III-size school going
up against Division I universities,” said
Nate Jones, a sophomore and president
of the newly formed team.The Wheaton
team placed third based on the number
of individual awards received. Nate was
named Best Delegate for his committee;
freshman Anna Littauer and sophomore
Kim Gilsdorf both received second-place
Honorable Mentions; and freshman
Rachael Trego won a Commendation,
the third-place award—bringing
Wheaton’s grand total to four award
winners.

The students were organized into
specific country committees for the
competition, which was judged by
University of Chicago students who
were not competing. Each country
committee discussed historical situations
actually encountered by the country’s
government in the past. Other
competing schools included Vanderbilt,
Rutgers, and Yale.

The Rolling Thunder 

Celebrates 50 Years

This year Wheaton’s ROTC program
will celebrate its 50th anniversary by
commissioning one of its largest classes
ever—about 25 cadets.

Model students: Wheaton’s Model United Nations

team placed third in individual awards at

the University of Chicago’s ChoMUN competition

last April. The 15-member team, founded by juniors

Nate Jones and Emily Monteith, began competing

last year and took home four awards, placing

Wheaton just behind Stanford and Harvard.

W H E A T O N 7
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in St. Charles with her husband, Ken.
They have three grown children.

■ Steffler 

A recruit from Grace College, Professor
Alva Steffler knew he was in the right
place when he saw that Wheaton
students were not only willing to let
him share in their lives, but were also
interested in his.“Life is like a mosaic;
you are a little piece and everyone else
gathers around you and helps make you
who you are,” says this professor of art.

During his 33 years at Wheaton,
Steffler collaborated on projects with the
student union and acted as adviser for
the Tower staff.Appreciating “the
freedom to develop and create and find
your own voice,” he has mentored many
students to that end.

Professor Steffler recently published a
book called Symbols of the Christian Faith
(Eerdmans 2003).An index of Christian
symbols and their meanings, the book is
the product of 20 years of research and
planning. He is also a member of
Christians in the Visual Arts, a group that
works to combine and understand artistic
endeavors and Christian commitment.

In addition to a degree in fine arts
and teaching, Steffler also has a bachelor
of divinity degree from Grace College,
which he hopes to use after retirement
to minister to the pastors in his
presbytery. He and his wife, Jane, would
also like to transform their home into a
retreat for pastors who need to be
refreshed. Professor Steffler and Jane live
in West Chicago.

by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

After retirement, Professor Griffin will
continue to teach a few classes in the
communications department and hopes
to further his activity with ministries he
has been involved in and spend time
with his family. He lives in Glen Ellyn
with his wife, Jean.

■ Hillstrom

Elizabeth Hillstrom was sure she would
never be a teacher. But after 27 years of
teaching in Wheaton’s psychology
department, she is eating her words and
reaping the benefits.After graduating
with a doctorate from Northwestern
University and then interviewing for an
open position at Wheaton in 1976, she
knew that it was the vocation she had
been preparing for all along.“I had been
called to be a servant here,” she says.

During her 27 years at Wheaton,
Professor Hillstrom has enjoyed
interacting with colleagues who provide
her with intellectual challenge and
students who possess “dedication, an
eagerness to serve the Lord, and a
willingness to learn and listen.”

In 1995, she published a book called
Testing the Spirits (InterVarsity Press),
which is the basis for a class,
“Psychology and Contemporary
Mysticism,” that she will continue to
teach as professor emerita.The book is
widely used and has been translated into
several languages.

In addition to teaching the class,
Professor Hillstrom will focus on
writing books, spending time with her
family, cultivating her garden, and
discipling in her home church. She lives

A Fond Farewell

Three long-time members of Wheaton’s

faculty retired this summer. But all 

will remain active in teaching, ministry,

and writing.

■ Griffin

In whose interpersonal communications
class might you use Tolstoy’s Anna
Karenina as a textbook, participate in
simulations with the Center for Conflict
Resolution in Chicago, or fly to Trout
Island, Michigan, for two weeks of
intensive study with peers? Anyone who
has had Em Griffin as a professor 
during his 33 years at Wheaton will
guess correctly.As a specialist in
friendship and close relationships,
Professor Griffin keeps in touch with
many students from the past.“I
appreciate the encouragement we get as
faculty to share our lives with students,”
says Griffin.

During his tenure at Wheaton,
Professor Griffin, a doctoral graduate
from Northwestern University,
published four books from which he
lectures, including a textbook called A
First Look at Communication Theory,
which is now in its fifth edition and
controls 40 percent of the market for
this type of text. In 2000, he received
Wheaton’s Gieser Award for his
involvement with Young Life and other
off-campus ministries.“Most schools
discourage professors from spending
time working off campus,” says Griffin.
“I’ve never gotten tired of what 
I do,” he says.“I’ve never lost the joy.”

WHEATONn e w s

Elizabeth Hillstrom

Em Griffin

Alva Steffler
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Graduation Day 2003: Dr. Richard J. Mouw, president of Fuller Theological Seminary, addressed 

Wheaton’s 2003 graduates (above). For excerpts of his commencement speech, see page 58. Or, to listen to

the complete address, log on to www.wheaton.edu/wetn.

Great expectations: With diplomas

in hand, graduates celebrate 

the end of one era, and the dawn 

of the next.

THE CLASS OF 2003

At Wheaton you have been exposed to profound 

and integrated visions of the world that God has called you 

to serve For Christ and His Kingdom.”

Dr. Richard J. Mouw, Commencement speaker

“

When you arrived as freshmen, you raised the bar, setting an all-time record for the number
of National Merit Finalists enrolled (10 percent of your class!).Your freshman year was also
one of the most competitive in Wheaton’s history for admissions, with the largest number of
applications to that date, and the lowest acceptance rate in recent history. (It’s no wonder,
since 80 percent of you graduated in the top 20 percent of your high school classes.) Four
years later, you’ve now donned caps and gowns, and distinguished yourselves further—more
than 260 of you graduated with honors. As you step into the world outside of Wheaton,
your class’s top fields are:business/economics,English,psychology, elementary education, and
communications (in that order). Congratulations to our newest alumni!
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Before beginning a coaching career 
of 34 years,Tom was a two-time All-
American wrestler at Wheaton and the
college-division national champion at
158 pounds in 1963, his junior year.The
year he won the title, the championship
was hosted by Northern Iowa, a
wrestling powerhouse, and he had to face
a hometown star in the finals.

“A lot of the other wrestlers were
pulling for me,” he says,“but the crowd
was enormous. It was intimidating.

“At that point in my life I wasn’t sure
I would be a wrestling coach, so you
could say that winning the national
championship changed my life.” He
coached at Taylor University and
Northwestern University before arriving
at Manchester in 1989.

“Not a day goes by in the wrestling
room that I don’t consciously remember
one of my past coaches,”Tom says.“So
often my coaches of the past are
coaching through me. . . . I was at
Wheaton at a time when the giants were
there: Harv Chrouser, Bill Gale, Jack
Swartz, Bubba Church, and George
Olson.They were just amazing people.”

Paul was an NCAA Division III
national champion at 177 pounds as a
junior and senior.“My junior year was
incredible,” he says.“My grandfather
came out of retirement to coach the
team, and to be able to go to the
nationals and win as a third seed meant a

Wheaton family,” says Tom, the wrestling
coach and athletics director at
Manchester College in Indiana.“To
understand the impact Wheaton has had
on the sport was a very good feeling.”

The addition of Tom and Paul to the
hall increases the Wheaton delegation to
five, which is believed to be the most of

any school.They join Pete, former coach
George Olson ’43, and former wrestler
Brett Stamm ’82.

“I’m thankful to be part of a great,
godly tradition,” says Paul, who works in
sales and serves as assistant coach of the
Wheaton wrestling team.“This means a
lot. I’ve really been blessed.”

As Tom Jarman ’64 scanned the audience
at a small school in Ohio this spring, his
thoughts turned to Wheaton College.
And why not?

Tom was being inducted into the
Division III National Wrestling Coaches
Association Hall of Fame at Ohio
Northern, and the people seated before

him included Paul Elsen ’97, another
2003 inductee; Pete Willson ’50, a
longtime coach at Wheaton and Paul’s
grandfather; and one of Tom’s old
teammates, Dennis Hastert ’64, the
Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

“There was such a sense of the

WHEATONs p o r t s

by Michael Murray

Wheaton Takes the Lead
Two more Wheaton alumni are added to the Division III National Wrestling Coaches Association 

Hall of Fame, bringing the total to five—perhaps the most of any school.

Tom Jarman ‘64

at the 1964

Wheaton

Invitational



Paul Elsen ’97

Oct. 15 at Rockford

Oct. 18 at Macalester

Oct. 20 at St. Olaf

Oct. 24 Blackburn 

Oct. 29 Carthage

Oct. 31 North Park

Nov. 1 at UW-Oshkosh

W o m e n ’s  V o l l e y b a l l  

Sept. 3 Carleton

Sept. 5-6 at UW-Whitewater

Sept. 10 at DePauw

Sept. 13 at Aurora Tri-Match

Sept. 16 at Illinois Wesleyan U

Sept.19-20 Wheaton Tournament

Sept. 23 Augustana 

Sept. 25 Dominican

Sept. 30 at Carthage

Oct. 2 North Central

Oct. 4 Thunder Classic

Oct. 10 Millikin

Oct. 14 at Elmhurst

Oct. 17 at Rhodes

Oct. 18 at Hendrix Tri-Match

Oct. 22 at North Park

Oct.  24-25 at Calvin Tournament

Oct.  28 at Lake Forest

Nov.  1 Orange and Blue Classic

Nov.  4 CCIW Tournament Prelim 

Match

Nov.  7-8 CCIW Championships

W o m e n ’s  S o c c e r

Aug.29-30 Wheaton Tournament

Sept. 10 Wisconsin-Stevens 

Sept. 12 Wheaton (MA)

M e n ’s a n d  W o m e n ’s  

C r o s s  C o u n t r y

Sept. 5 at North Central Invitational

Sept. 27 at Augustana Invitational

Oct. 4 at Loyola Invitational

Oct. 18 at Wisconsin-Parkside 

Invitational

Nov. 1 at CCIW Championships 

Nov. 15 at NCAA Division III 

Midwest Regional 

Nov. 22 at NCAA Division III Nat. 

Championships 

F o o t b a l l  

Sept. 13 Alma 

Sept. 20 at Rose-Hulman 

Sept. 27 Hope 

Oct. 4 at Elmhurst

Oct. 11 Millikin

Oct. 18 at Carthage 

Oct. 25 Illinois Wesleyan

Nov. 1 at North Central

Nov. 8 North Park

Nov. 15 at Augustana

M e n ’s  S o c c e r

Sept. 5-6 Wheaton Invitational

Sept. 10 Dominican

Sept. 12 at Illinois Wesleyan

Sept. 13 at Washington U.

Sept. 16 Calvin

Sept. 19 at North Central

Sept. 24 U. of Chicago

Sept. 26 Augustana

Oct. 4 Millikin 

Oct. 11 DePauw

wheaton’s fall sports schedule

Sept. 17 North Park 

Sept. 19 Millikin 

Sept. 23 at Wisconsin-Oshkosh

Sept. 26 Augustana 

Oct. 1 at North Central

Oct. 4 at Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Oct. 7 at U. of Chicago

Oct. 11 DePauw 

Oct. 15 at Elmhurst

Oct. 18 at Messiah

Oct. 20 at C. of New Jersey

Oct. 24 Macalester

Oct. 29 Carthage

Nov. 1 at Illinois Wesleyan 
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Aug. 29 at Carthage Invitational

Sept. 2 at Illinois College 

Invitational

Sept. 12 at Knox Invitational

Sept. 13 at Monmouth Invitational

Sept. 26 at Carthage Invitational

Oct. 4-5 at CCIW Championships

W o m e n ’s  Te n n i s

Sept. 1 at Wisconsin-Whitewater

Sept. 1 at Carroll (at Whitewater, WI)

Sept. 9 North Central

Sept. 13 Cornell

Sept. 16 at Lake Forest College

Sept. 20 Augustana

Sept. 20 Elmhurst College

Sept. 24 at Concordia

Oct. 4 at Illinois Wesleyan

Oct. 11 Carthage

Oct. 17-18 CCIW  Championship
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lot. It was a great feeling: overtime
matches, winning matches by a point.
Having my grandfather in my corner
was obviously a huge highlight.

“Adding the school’s fourth and fifth
members to the Hall of Fame is a tribute
to Wheaton’s caliber,” Paul says.

“A lot of [the program’s success] has to
do with the unique school that Wheaton
is and the type of individuals it attracts,”
he says.“It has to do with God working
in the lives of people and compelling
them to go to Wheaton even though
they might have had the opportunities to
wrestle at Division I programs.”

Tom adds:“It takes a tremendous
commitment to be good in this sport. I
think the kids at Wheaton come in with
a sense of commitment because of their
faith.They understand commitment and
discipline.”

Jump start: Freshman Audree Boothe 

won the grueling heptathlon competition at the

2003 CCIW Track and Field Championships that

were hosted by Wheaton on May 2-3.
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I
Research sabbatical 

explores the sounds of 

the South Pacific and 

Down Under.

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90 n a rural village in central Bali, the

tropical night breezes ring with the

music of a gamelan orchestra. With

mountains for a backdrop, a troupe of

children dressed in bright indigenous

costumes dance to the same rhythms as

their forefathers. Looking on, professor 

of music Dr. Kathleen Kastner comes 

to a new appreciation for this “jewel of 

the East.”

For this percussionist, few life experi-

ences can surpass this concert.

“There is no other music like it in the

Ancient Melodies
from the other side of the world

This gangsa—a

significant part in the

Balinese gamelan

orchestra—will be used

in Dr. Kastner’s 

World Music classes 

and by Wheaton

percussionists. 

A metallophone struck

with one hammer, 

it produces a beautiful

ringing tone.
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whole world,” she says, noting the unique

melodic layers of the gamelan, which is

made up of bronze metallophones, gongs,

and drums, joined at times by a single flute.

But all too soon the entertainment is

over—the ancient musical rhythms

replaced by the mechanical rhythms of

the present, as the musicians roar off into

the night on their motorcycles.

Bali was just one of Dr. Kastner’s

destinations on a 10-week sabbatical trip,

funded in part by a grant from the Alumni

Association. Leaving in January, she also

visited Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand,

Taiwan, and the Philippines—studying

and exploring indigenous music at every

stop along the way.

She went from remote villages in places

like Bali and the Australian Outback,

where she took lessons from natives when

she could, to urban settings like Faith

Academy in Manila, where she taught

classes in the sweltering heat.

With the goal of understanding better

how indigenous music develops and

changes within different cultures around

the world, Dr. Kastner found her stay in

New Zealand especially worthwhile. “It

was interesting to see how the culture of

the Maori people is alive and well. The

children have to learn the language in the

public schools, and the traditions are

upheld and respected,” she says, noting

that musical traditions are also passed from

one generation to the next.

In years to come, with a world of new

experiences, Dr. Kastner will pass along to

Wheaton students the riches of her travel

and research.

A slit gong from the Cook 

Islands purchased from 

the Auckland Museum in 

New Zealand. 



OD SAID, “LET US MAKE MAN

in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; let them have dominion over the fish

of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 

over the cattle, over all the earth and over every

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Genesis 1:26 NKJV

BY KATHERINE HALBERSTADT ANDERSON ’90

THE RESPONSIBIL ITY

1 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 3



Time magazine recently reported on what they’ve dubbed 

“the new energy crisis.” In an article that placed current

consumption figures for oil, natural gas, and alternative energy 

in a bit of historical and political perspective, Time predicted 

that Americans are “heading toward their first major energy

crunch since the 1970s.”

If Time is correct, environmental and energy issues 

will once again become front-page news—news that will

directly impact the lives, and pocketbooks, of every American.

In light of such developments, it becomes increasingly

important for informed Christians to have a voice in the

With its

foundations in 

our Judeo-

Christian heritage,

Wheaton’s 

new environmen-

tal studies 

program prepares

students for

opportunities in

an ever-widening

field of study.
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the many conflicts surrounding environmental value versus private rights
to property.

Alumnus Peter Vagt ’71, principal hydrogeologist at an international
engineering firm who has taught hydrogeology classes at Wheaton, feels
strongly about the broad applications of the environmental sciences.

He says,“The challenges I face in studying and dealing with ground
water very quickly become social, political, economic, and legal issues.
And that’s what’s so great about the liberal arts. . . .This isn’t about one
subject limited to the third floor of Breyer Laboratory; it has valuable
connections all across the liberal arts and sciences.”

It is hoped that the new environmental studies program might

debate—not only over resources, but also over every aspect of
environmental stewardship.

Biologist Fred Van Dyke, director of Wheaton’s new environmental
studies program, sees the current state of affairs as opportunity—not
just for influencing environmental thinking, policy, and procedure, but
also for penetrating society with the gospel. Dr.Van Dyke is building
on the vision articulated by Dr. Jeffrey Greenberg, who launched the
environmental science program in the 1980s.

Enthusiastic about what he sees as the beginnings of a tremendous
cultural shift, he says,“We have now created an environment in which
the Christian gospel and values can be articulated clearly.”

He explains that since the late 1960s (when historian Lynn White,
Jr., wrote an article titled “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological
Crisis”), many people blamed the modern environmental crisis on a
Christian arrogance toward nature. Simply put, they regarded the
Christian worldview as believing that nature had no reason to exist
except to serve humans, and that it is God’s will that man exploit
nature for his own ends.

In more recent decades, however, Christians have responded in
increasing numbers, exploring the theological basis for environmental
stewardship.Theologian Francis Schaeffer was one of the first 
to outline a Christian view of ecology with his Pollution and the Death
of Man. He wrote,“It is the biblical view of nature that gives 
nature a value in itself: not to be used merely as a weapon or argument
in apologetics, but of value in itself because God made it.”

But the real test for how thoroughly these ideas will permeate
culture, Dr.Van Dyke says, comes not in theological texts,
but in college classrooms. He cites several core science textbooks 
that now incorporate current thought about the Christian
environmental ethic.

In the recently published text titled Principles of Conservation Biology,
for instance, environmental ethicist J. Baird Callicott writes,“The
Judeo-Christian Stewardship Environmental Ethic is especially elegant
and powerful. . . . [It] confers objective, intrinsic value on nature 
in the clearest and most unambiguous of ways: by divine decree.”

ith such a shift underway, Dr.Van Dyke believes 
it becomes especially important for a Christian
college like Wheaton to have a rigorous
environmental studies program. (See sidebar 

“The Liberal Arts Advantage.”)
Today’s students can still expect to study the science surrounding

environmental issues like global climate change, water purity,
and ecosystem management, as well as explore fundamental questions 
such as whether creation has simply instrumental and aesthetic 
value, or moral and intrinsic value as well.

But the renovated major will also provide greater guidance to those
who might, for instance, want to delve into social science issues such as
the government’s role regarding pollution, or to better understand 

THE 

LIBERAL 

ARTS 

ADVANTAGE

a, c  Stream Gaging: Environmental

studies students measure the flow

rate of a stream in Bartlett,

Illinois, while those on shore

record the data.

b  Rigged: A drill rig is used to

install a monitoring well, which

students used to check water

levels and collect samples for

chemical analyzation. 

Adjunct associate professor Peter

Vagt ’71 (in red) is a hydro-

geologist who led the project. 
a.
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Dr.Van Dyke writes,“The Hebrew mind understood that the 
great power of God is displayed in his works, and in the beauty,
enjoyment, and understanding of them. It is wind and rain in the face
on a treeless hill, the mud of a marsh beneath one’s feet, and the 
sound of whirring wings at sunset that give examples of what joy and
beauty are. Modern worship must return to an emphasis on the joy 
of the works and wonders of God in order that joy may become once
again an experience instead of a concept. Joy must be a taste, a touch,
and a smell, not an idea only, and God must be not only the Lord 
of heaven above but also the Maker of earth beneath” (Redeeming
Creation, Intervarsity Press, 1996). ˛

encourage more students to forge ahead in developing fields, following
in the footsteps of graduates like Nikki Cunningham ‘01, who plans to
practice environmental law, and Ashley Inselman ’94, who in her role as
East Africa program officer with World Vision oversees a variety of
development and relief programs, including some that deal with how
pastoral people and others use their resources.

The breadth of Wheaton’s new program should give students a better
understanding of how Christian thought breathes both motive and
method into the ever-widening realm of environmental studies, as well
as for how our understanding of God’s creation transforms not just
scholarship, but all of human experience.

t  is

wind and rain in the face on a treeless hill, 

the mud of a marsh beneath one’s feet, 

and the sound of whirring wings at sunset that

give examples of what joy and beauty are.” 

professor of biology, Dr. Fred Van Dyke, Redeeming Creation

Dr. Fred Van Dyke came to Wheaton 

three years ago to join the biology

department faculty and was asked 

by Dr. Dorothy Chappell, dean of natural

and social sciences, to renovate 

the environmental studies program. 

Last spring’s catalog includes 

studies, biology, geology, and social 

science courses), the new curriculum

also broadens the scope of the 

program. “We wanted to move the 

major above and beyond one

department . . . to fully engage the 

entire College,” says Dr. Van Dyke.

the curriculum changes, which were

made with the help of the 15-member

task force. In addition to providing

students with more guidance (a 34-hour

core curriculum and four elective tracks, 

from which students may choose 18

credit hours of general environmental

b. c.

“



G L O B A L L O C A L S

It’s easy to get caught up in the big picture: to look at environmental stewardship as a national 

rather than a personal cause. But author Wendell Berry calls us to remember otherwise. He 

writes, “The real work of planet saving will be small, humble, and humbling. And insofar as it involves

love—pleasing and rewarding. Its jobs will be too many to count, too many to report, too many 

to be publicly noticed or rewarded, too small to make anyone rich or famous.” Following are the stories

of several Wheaton professors and alumni who have brought global thinking about environmental 

issues home. 

roof they were removing.“We hired
neighborhood kids to pound the nails
out,” says Norm, who adds that 
he then sanded the beams, and Sharon
varnished them.

Renovated from 1980-1983, the
house’s design also incorporates passive
solar heating in the form of many
windows and skylights, and extra-thick
walls for improved energy efficiency.
Brought up on a 200-acre farm 
in Minnesota, Norm says of stewardship,
“It’s just a way of life that’s in my 
bones.”

house, you’ll find recycled materials.
The home’s intricately carved stair
survived a house fire and, now refin-
ished, bears only one scorch mark.The
leaded windows were salvaged from 
a local school; the French doors, from a
church.The oak flooring in the dining
room came out of a home the College
tore down, and Norm bought the 
oak kitchen cabinets from someone who
didn’t like the color.

For the distressed, exposed lumber that
gives the solarium its rustic atmosphere,
the couple looked no further than the

When Dr. Norm Ewert, professor 
of business and economics, and his wife,
Dr. Sharon Coolidge ’72, professor 
of English, decided to expand their 950-
square-foot home, they not only
researched the latest technology available
in energy efficiency, they also decided 
to reuse materials many people would
have simply thrown away.

“We would rather use something that’s
in existence than use up more re-
sources to make something new,” explains
Sharon.

No matter where you look inside their

G L O B A L L O C A L S H O U S I N G  M A T T E R S
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When Dr. Joe Spradley, professor of
physics/astronomy, went car shopping
last year, fuel efficiency and
environmental friendliness were top
priorities. He decided on buying
what’s called a hybrid—a car that runs
on both gas and electric power—for
several reasons.“It gets about 45-50
miles per gallon, and the pollution is
about 90 percent less than most cars,”
says Joe, who was also interested in the
car’s innovative technology.“The
computer switches back and forth
automatically when the battery needs
more charge,” he explains.

Dr. Spradley isn’t alone. Both 
Dr.William Wharton, chair 
of physics/astronomy, and Dr. John
Hayward ’71, associate professor 
of computer science, decided recently
on the same car.
by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

G L O B A L L O C A L S

BU ILD ING  COMMUNITY

THROUGH RECYCL ING

On Tuesday mornings, you’ll likely find
Marilyn Spradley ’65 sorting through
bags of clothing, books, shoes, kitchen
and small household items. For the last
30 years, Marilyn has volunteered,
along with at least 20 other women, at
the Corinthian Co-Op, begun by
Professor Arthur Rupprecht’s wife,
Coral.

“We called it the Corinthian 
Co-Op after 2 Corinthians 8:14,
which says, ‘Your plenty will supply
what they need, so that in turn 
their plenty will supply what you
need,’” explains Coral.

Open to all Wheaton college staff,
faculty, and students, the Co-Op
operates solely on donations, and
everything is given away free. Marilyn
says,“Missionary children from warm
climates come.We have lots of winter
coats, hats, mittens, and scarves. It’s also
wonderful for the international
students.”The Co-Op puts together
boxes filled with dishes, towels,
silverware, desk lamps, and more.“We
fill boxes with all the extra things these
students might need,” Coral explains.

Through the years, the Co-Op has
not only helped many Wheaton
families, it has also sent supplies to
missionaries all over the world, to
earthquake victims in Guatemala, to
Wayside Cross Mission, to St.Vincent
DePaul, to various veterans’
associations, and to Christians in
Angola.

“Nothing ever gets wasted,” says
Coral, to which Marilyn adds,
“It’s one of the best recycling projects
I know about.”
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G L O B A L L O C A L S C A R  T A L K

Page 18: 

Dr. Norm Ewert and 

Dr. Sharon Coolidge ’72

Page 19: 

Coral Rupprecht, left. 

Dr. Joe Spradley, below.



Life and death go on for families separated by war and its

buildup and aftermath. Children are born, endure illnesses,

graduate from school. Single parents become both father

and mother, managing a household, making every decision. 

War leaves an imprint on all it touches, from soldiers on

the battlefield to spouses at home. These are the stories of

three Wheaton families in the military—the impressions of

war as seen through the eyes of our soldiers, their wives,

and parents.
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high school physics student, playing the piano at chapel services, taking
German lessons, and spending time with friends.

But she soon made a discovery that turned her thoughts solely 
to Ben. For four days, she kept waiting for the phone to ring.“I was
praying that he would be able to call,” she says.

She had something to tell her husband.
He was going to be a father.
“I never imagined that I would tell my husband I’m pregnant over

the phone, with him in Kuwait,” Lisa says.“We’re obviously excited,
but the moment I found out, my eyes filled with tears.

“It was just so sad to think about going through all of this alone, all
nine months, plus the delivery and the first three months of the 
baby’s life. . . . But when we talked, I sensed the sadness in his voice,
and I realized how selfish I had been. He’s missing all of this.”

BEN DYKSTRA ’00, BAGHDAD

LISA LUTZER DYKSTRA ’00, GERMANY

The rumors had been circulating on the Army post in Baumholder,
Germany. Lieutenant Ben Dykstra’s engineering battalion would depart
for Kuwait in late April and ultimately make the journey northwest 
to Baghdad.

The days leading to his deployment were difficult for Ben ’00 and
his wife, Lisa Lutzer Dykstra ’00, as they celebrated her birthday 
April 25 and tried not to think about their approaching anniversary
and other holidays they would have to spend apart.

Ben said good-bye to his wife and home in Baumholder on 
April 26 as the 1st Armored Division began making its way to the
Persian Gulf. Lisa kept body and mind occupied by tutoring a 
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by Michael Murray

Lieutenant Ben Dykstra ‘00 

met up with his former 

Wheaton roommate, Lieutenant

Paul Meyer ’00 (far left) in

Baghdad. 

Ben and Lisa Lutzer Dykstra ’00,

below.

s of war



traveled to the United States in June to be with family.“I have a very
strong network of Christian friends there, and it’s been such a blessing.”

She adds:“I’m confident this is God’s timing and God’s plan for us, and
Ben is confident of that too.This experience has pushed us to the Lord.
. . . We have to walk with Him and allow Him to bring us through it.”

Greg McCarthy ’91, baghdad

Rebekah, rachel, paul, peter McCarthy, virginia 

Greg McCarthy ’91, a major in the U.S. Marine Corps, lived in Camp
Doha, Kuwait, for four months before heading to Baghdad in late May.
He has seen palaces next to poverty, Saddam’s defaced portraits—
everywhere, the aftermath of totalitarianism.

Greg has visited two burning oil fires in southern Iraq while the 
war was raging 30 miles away. He was protected through 14 missile
strikes during the first days of the war. He has been in Tariq Aziz’s
bombed offices and seen the remains of Aziz’s book collection. He has
toured ancient Babylon and taken a dip in one of Saddam’s pools.“I
don’t know how anyone could be here and not have thought a great
deal about God and eternity,” he writes in an e-mail from the
Republican palace on the banks of the Tigris River in Baghdad.

“I’m thankful for protection and blessings, . . . for being in God’s
family, for being an American, for having been spared from suffering
that’s commonplace in much of the world, for being able to 
participate in a just war.”

Greg was a political science major when he was a student at
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Years from now, when Ben and Lisa look back at the birth of their 

first child, people like George W. Bush and Saddam Hussein and places

like Baumholder and Baghdad will not be far in the background.

Ben received a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from 
Wheaton College in a cooperative program with the Illinois Institute
of Technology and was commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S.Army in 2001. He and Lisa moved in February 2002 
to Germany, where he served as the signal officer for an 
engineering battalion, maintaining the computer, telephone, radio,
and fax communications.

Lisa says her life in Baumholder revolved around Ben’s schedule.
“His job was so demanding that I was fully responsible for the home,
the bills, the meals, getting his uniforms cleaned and pressed,” she says.
“He came home for lunch every day, so that’s the hardest time now. He
always walked in the door at 12:15, and when that time of day comes
around I sometimes find myself wondering when he’s coming home.”

Lisa spent the couple’s wedding anniversary, May 20, at the post 
in Germany, while Ben was in Saddam’s al-Salaam palace in Baghdad.
Pittsburgh’s Post-Gazette reported that Ben met up with military
intelligence officer, Lieutenant Paul Meyer ’00, when the 1st Armored
Division took command of the palace from the Army’s 3rd Infantry
Division. Paul had been a groomsman in the Dykstras’ wedding three
years earlier, and had the following advice for Ben:“Get a mosquito 
net and a cooler,” according to the Post-Gazette.

While Ben spent a week in Baghdad catching up with his former
roommate, his wife was still in Germany, leaning on the support of the
post community.“I’m with friends a lot of the time,” says Lisa, who

Major Greg McCarthy ’91,

serving in the Middle East

(left), and at an earlier 

time with his wife, Rebekah,

and their children 

Rachel, Paul, and Peter (below). 



“It’s been a learning experience,” says Stacey, who graduated 
from Messiah College in May.“Everything has been pushed my way,
from bank accounts to getting moved to Georgia. . . . I’m 
thankful that, while finishing my last semester, I was living with 
my former college roommates. It was a great situation with 
friends all around.”

Stacey recently received a lesson in the military’s seeming
omnipotence during wartime. Joseph had been scheduled to leave Iraq
for Fort Stewart, Georgia, in mid-June, but Stacey says his departure was
moved back, possibly as late as August.

“Some days are easier than others, but it’s easier knowing that Joseph
had such a great desire to be in the military,” Stacey says.“God has been
leading him, and he’s living out what he’s supposed to do.”

Joseph’s parents use the word destiny when they talk about his 
military career.They say that Joseph said as early as elementary school
that he wanted to be a general.

“I told Joseph that if he wanted to make a career of the military, he
would have to be an officer,” says his father, Dick, who was in the Army
Reserves for six years.“And if he was going to be an officer, he had to
go to West Point.”

Joseph was accepted to West Point three times, but could never get
the required medical waiver because of a peanut allergy.After beginning
his college career at Messiah, near his home in Pennsylvania, he
transferred to Wheaton to study history on an ROTC scholarship.

“We do know he’s doing what he wants to do,” Dick says.
Joseph and his men were among those who took over Saddam

International Airport and fought, with no casualties, in four major battles.
“I’ll never look at war the same way again,” says Carolyn, Joseph’s

mother.“There are 250,000 Josephs over there . . .
I wonder how all of this will affect him. I wonder 

what my son’s eyes have seen.” ‡
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Joseph Foust ’01, pictured atop his

Bradley fighting vehicle, nicknamed

“The Apostle.” Joseph has returned

home to Georgia and wife, Stacey,

having been promoted to first

lieutenant.

Wheaton and was in the Naval ROTC program at Illinois Tech.After
graduation, he was in the Marines for four years on active duty
followed by seven years as a reservist. For Operation Iraqi Freedom he
has been reinstated to active duty.

Greg is involved in postwar planning, and his group is considering
and implementing the steps to rebuild Iraq’s society as well as dealing
with other issues, including war crimes.

His wife, Rebekah, and three children—Rachel, 6; Paul, 4; and Peter,
almost 2—are at the family’s home in Virginia while Greg is away.
The length of his deployment is uncertain, he says; he could be in Iraq
up to a year.

He says his family’s bedtime routine is one of the hardest parts of
being separated.“Also, I get a little homesick when I see these adorable
young Iraqi kids on the streets,” he writes.

Joseph Foust ’01, kuwait

Stacey Foust, georgia

When the ground assault into Iraq began, Joseph Foust ’01 was in the
10th vehicle across the Kuwait-Iraq border.

Joseph, a first lieutenant in the U.S.Army, is a field artillery 
officer who commands a Bradley fighting vehicle.The five men under
him, aware that Joseph is a Christian, have nicknamed their Bradley
“The Apostle.”

Joseph has not been able to have much contact with his family
since his deployment in January. His wife, Stacey, says she gets a letter
every couple of weeks and that they have spoken by satellite phone
about once every month—not an ideal way to nurture a marriage that
began last November.
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On these and following pages, you’ll read about four alumni who received the Wheaton College Alumni

Association’s distinguished service awards during Alumni Weekend 2003, May 9-11. Annually the

Association’s Board of Directors selects alumni to be recognized for Distinguished Service to Family,

Distinguished Service to Society, and Distinguished Service to Alma Mater. Names of all of Wheaton’s Alumni

of the Year can be found at www.wheaton.edu/alumni/awards.html.
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the Power of Family
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(I.M.C.K.), where Walter later practiced and taught.
What the couple’s two daughters remember about growing up in

Zaire inspired both to return to Africa as missionaries themselves.
Leanne and her husband, Luke Turk, currently work at Gamboula
Hospital in the Central African Republic (CAR). Maria and her
husband, Brad Fester MA ’94, work with Wycliffe, also in the CAR,
just five hours away from Leanne and Luke.

Says Maria,“My parents nurtured our nuclear family, but they also
taught us that God’s family is broader. . . from them we learned how to
build and maintain relationships—by working, playing, and praying
together.They raised us with the idea that it was not a sacrifice, but a
joy and opportunity to be in Africa.”

Both Maria and Leanne met their husbands overseas. In fact, both
men met and got to know Nancy and Walter before they met their
daughters. Maria jokes,“I tell my husband that I think he chose his in-
laws before he chose me.”

Maria says her parents’ ministry informs and inspires her own.
“My dad always spoke a lot about equality: how we are all equal at the
foot of the cross and we all have things to share.And by example 
they taught us that all people are valued.

“My mother served the hungry children across the street with the
same grace that she served the governor.” In their own work with
Wycliffe, the Festers hope to manifest these same values.

Bob Ellis, associate for program development with the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., has known the Hulls for more than 20
years, and says that their legacy in Africa is not just one of service 
but one of spirit.

He says,“Everybody [at I.M.C.K.] still remembers and asks after
them.They are remembered not just for their talents as teacher,
physician, and business manager, but for their genuine affection and
love for people.” ˛

by Katherine Halberstadt Anderson ’90

Christmas 1993, travelers
dotted the edges of the

Congo road, on foot and on bicycles. Driving along the same road in a
car packed with 12 people, medical missionary Walter Hull ’59 was
making his way to a clinic to see patients when suddenly his world
went black.The car careened, out of control.

Wedged beside her husband, Nancy Rutherford Hull ’60 managed
to steer the car to safety without injuring any of the passengers or by-
standers. But this was only the beginning of a journey the couple now
calls miraculous.

Medical missionaries to Zaire with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
for 25 years, the Hulls reared their two daughters there with an
understanding and appreciation for the strengths and shortcomings of
both the African and American cultures.

But when Walter was flown home to Ohio in January 1994,
diagnosed with brain cancer and given six months to live, Nancy says,
“We learned as we never had before what it means to be members of
the body of Christ.” She adds that it was also then that their African
friends reinforced “what it means to have family, and to be faithful.”

Leaving the country on Christmas Day to seek medical care for
Walter, the Hulls also had to leave their two grown daughters behind.
They later learned that one of their African friends, 75 years old at the
time, walked 10 miles to sit with daughters Maria Hull Fester ’90 and
Leanne Hull Turk ’87, for prayer and for comfort. On a return trip to
Zaire, Nancy also learned how the women in town had fasted and
prayed all night for Walter’s healing, how students from the nursing
school, and many others, had been faithful in prayer.

So when Walter’s three tumors disappeared completely four months
later, just before the beginning of a radical treatment, the Hulls told the
doctors at Ohio State University by way of explanation,“There has
been an army of Christians praying.”

Now cancer-free for nine years,Walter adds,“We don’t attribute [this
healing] to anything we’ve done, but see it as a gift of being members
of the body of Christ.”

The couple now lives in Ohio, where Walter divides his time
between teaching on the faculty of Ohio State University and working
in inner-city clinics. In addition to caring for her parents, Nancy has
pioneered a malaria prevention program.

An obstetrician and gynecologist,Walter knew he wanted to be a
medical missionary even as a young boy. Many parents wonder what
their children will remember from their childhood.Walter recalls
overhearing his mother’s account of the story of a missionary in South
India.That story shaped his future, long before he came to know
Christ. He says,“From that time on, I had a fascination with being a
missionary doctor.”

Once in Africa,Walter’s career varied widely. For two years early on,
he was the only physician at a bush hospital with 110 beds, performing
between 500 to 600 surgeries per year. Nancy worked for years as the
business manager of the Christian Medical Institute of the Kasai
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around the globe. Best known for his thoughtful analyses of the letters
of Paul, Dick’s published work includes six monographs, two
commentaries, eight edited volumes, and more than 50 articles in
various journals and symposia. He says he sees the classroom as a way
to explore new ideas, lectures as a way to organize his thoughts, and
writing as the culmination of his work.

“I speak for hundreds of Dr. Longenecker’s students when I say 
that he is the most influential teacher in my life,” says Dr.Walter
Hansen ’68, associate professor of New Testament at Fuller Theological
Seminary, who sent congratulations to Dick who celebrated his 
50-year reunion at Wheaton in May.“The unsurpassed quality of his
scholarship sets the highest standard for us. His exceptional pedagogical
skill in the classroom presents a model of teaching to which we aspire,
and the quality of his life gives us an inspiring example to follow.”

For his own part, Dick patterns his life after the story of the woman
at Bethany who anointed Jesus with a jar of expensive perfume. Jesus
praises her by saying,“She did what she could.” Dick believes that
whatever our calling, we are mandated to “do what we can, do all that
we can, do it sacrificially, and do it in response to our Lord.”

Though he has accomplished much, Dick prefers to be remembered
simply as one who “did what he could for the Lord.” ˛

by Richard Lyon ’99

for Dick Longenecker 
’53, M.A. ’56 who

began his college career at Wheaton intent on becoming a missionary
doctor to China.

Dick’s first year as a pre-med student was, in his words,“disastrous”
because he developed a strong allergic reaction to the laboratory
chemicals. Frequently nauseous, he had to leave the lab to lie down
with cold compresses before going to football practice.After months of
this, his pastor encouraged him to pursue another career.“You haven’t
taken God by surprise,” he said.“You are created for a purpose and
God doesn’t call you to ways that are impossible.”

Dick still wanted to minister to people directly, so he decided to
pursue pastoral studies.Wheaton professor Kenneth Kantzer 
convinced him that he was skilled in teaching and writing, and Dick
soon discovered his life’s calling. Still today, he loves writing and 
thrives on personal connections with his students, including them in
his extended family.

During his career, he has taught at Wheaton College,Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, and McMaster Divinity College, and is
currently professor emeritus at Wycliffe College, University of Toronto.
He and his wife, Frances Wilson Longenecker ’55, reside in nearby
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario.

Over the years, Dick has taught courses and delivered sermons

God had other plans

Created for a
Purpose
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Truth from a New Angle

“I don’t mind
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Books, a contemporary fiction series, and has authored 24 books,
many of which have received critical acclaim. Luci continues to speak
at a variety of venues.

One of her frequent workshop topics is journaling for personal
growth, a discipline she keeps daily.“Journaling has increased my sense
of God-awareness and self-awareness. It helps people find out what
their hearts are saying,” Luci says.“As Christians we need to remember
we have the mind of Christ, and we learn from the Holy Spirit within
us.”

Luci admits that art and Christianity have not often mixed easily.
Through her art, she shows that not only is this mixture possible, but,
in some ways, preferable.“Writing, in the Christian community, is
usually for doctrine or instruction, whereas poetry enlarges the
imagination,” says Luci.

She points out that one-third of the Bible was written in poetic
form and that God himself effectively uses metaphor to teach us.“The
poet or writer can add a new perspective on truth,” she says.“The
Christian church has celebrated the ideals of goodness, truth, and
beauty, but beauty has often been seen as dangerous or seductive, and
not easily controlled. But, she adds,“We didn’t have to have all this
beauty for the world to be functional. God shows us His grace
through beauty.” ‡

by Jackie Noden Inouye ’00

being grit, soil, dirt, mud-brown, laced 
with the rot of old leaves, if only 

the seed can find me, find a home and bear a fruit sweet, flushed, full-
fleshed—a glory apple” (from The Green Earth).

Artist Luci Shaw ’53 writes poetry teeming with images of the
natural world. But sap and storms, ferns and foothills represent
something greater. For Luci, nature symbolizes God’s fingerprint—a
metaphor for what a life of faith can be.

It wasn’t until she was older that Luci realized that writing poetry
wasn’t something that everyone just did.As a young missionary kid
growing up in London, she started writing poetry at age five.After
graduating from Wheaton, she married Harold Shaw, with whom she
would found Harold Shaw Publishers. Luci was vice president 
for 18 years and took over the company after Harold’s death in 1986.

Today, Luci continues to influence the Christian and literary realms
through her involvement with several Christian literary organizations
and publications, including the Chrysostom Society, the Kilns
Association, and Image magazine, and as writer-in-residence at Regent
College and editor of Radix magazine. She makes her home in
Bellingham,Washington, with her husband, John Hoyte.

Luci also established the Wheaton Literary Series housed in Buswell
Library.The Series is a collection of the letters and works of
contemporary Christian writers such as Madeleine L’Engle, Clyde
Kilby, Leland Ryken, and Chad Walsh. She established Northcote
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n what seems like near-monthly revelations, we have seen major 
companies and business people falling far short of professional 
integrity and ethics. In this age seemingly starved for people of

principle,Wheaton’s Special Collections celebrated the centennial of
the birth of Malcolm Muggeridge, one of the twentieth century’s most
prophetic and influential figures.

As a young reporter, Muggeridge risked not only his job and his
philosophical beliefs, but also put his life in jeopardy to report the truth
of the 1930s famine in the Ukraine, which killed seven million people.
Traveling the Soviet countryside, he confirmed underground reports of
the mass starvation of peasants on collectivized farms.As a result,
Muggeridge lost his job as a foreign correspondent, and his hopes for
utopia on earth were dashed. But his life was spared, and his career is
now lauded as one of great journalistic integrity and of tremendous
influence on the twentieth century.

The College’s two-day conference, held in March, included a 
very personal address by William F. Buckley, Jr., founder of the 
National Review, who came out of public speaking retirement to 
honor Muggeridge.The international speaker panel addressed
Muggeridge’s diverse achievements as journalist, author, radio and
television personality, soldier-spy, and Christian apologist.

After leaving Stalin’s Moscow, Muggeridge 
returned to England and continued his career as 
a journalist and a writer, becoming a household 

President Duane Litfin presents William F. Buckley with

an illustration by political cartoonist Trog, the penname

of United Kingdom artist Wally Fawkes. This drawing 

is one of many Trog has penned of Muggeridge, this one

specifically done for the Centenary Conference. The

original belongs to Muggeridge’s niece, Sally Muggeridge.

A Satirist Finds Salvation
Special Collections spotlights the life and works of Malcolm Muggeridge 

on the 100th anniversary of his birth.

by Amy D. Richards ’00

name through radio and then television. In 1952, he became editor of
the satirical magazine Punch. By the mid 1960s, Muggeridge’s
pilgrimage toward a profession of Christian faith was publicly evident
in works such as his book, Jesus Rediscovered, where he describes 
the moment that Christ’s birth, crucifixion, and ministry first 
became real to him.

Other works that trace his spiritual journey include a film called
Something Beautiful for God, which introduced Mother Teresa to the
western world, and his Chronicles of Wasted Time, a two-volume
autobiography that has been called a modern Pilgrim’s Progress and
acclaimed for its stylistic and historical contributions.

Recounting Muggeridge’s pilgrimage, Buckley presented a 
personal account of their Firing Line collaborations. His tribute
included a video of Firing Line segments highlighting many of their 

shows together. Buckley’s esteem for Muggeridge was  
evident as he introduced the video saying,“You will see the
special nature of his skills, which made him a great star in 

British television. He challenged contemporary idols with 
unmitigated derision, but always, I thought, with a human 

concern that put his verbal mayhem into a special 
perspective, which some of his followers would

acknowledge as a Christian perspective,
which in time he would so specifically 

associate himself with.”
Editor’s Note: Twice a guest lecturer 

at the College, Muggeridge named

Wheaton the repository for his papers,

which are available to assist biographers

and scholars in researching the wide 

and varying aspects of his life. Video 

and audio recordings of the two-day

conference, including the Firing Line
highlights, are also available in the 

Special Collections. 

II
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When Wheaton hosted the Malcolm Muggeridge centenary in 

May, we welcomed distinguished guests including members of his

family to campus. I add my own story to the accounts of

Muggeridge’s lasting impact on our world. In 1979 my employer

from Washington, D.C., was suffering from multiple myeloma, and

seeking a relationship with God. He greatly respected Mr.

Muggeridge.Through a series of remarkable, grace-filled events, I witnessed their

meeting one evening at the University Club on Sixteenth Street. My employer

was in great physical pain and lay on a leather couch near his wife, while

Muggeridge spoke to him about the grace of God upon his life through the

person and work of Jesus Christ.

The grace of God that drew Malcolm Muggeridge from atheism and carnality

was a shock to his time and culture.The Wheaton College we alumni knew 20,

40, or 60 years ago has weathered some calamitous storms of culture. It stands

today, still simply and strongly “For Christ and His Kingdom.”At its heart Wheaton

is not its mascot—the old mascot served us well for seven decades. Its usefulness

came to an end, and a new mascot has been adopted to present our athletic teams

with strength and integrity. At its heart Wheaton is not a set of ironclad prudential

rules—those rules served us for a time but always pointed to something greater,

a covenantal relationship in a community committed to Jesus Christ.

At its heart Wheaton is really defined by its motto,“Christo Et Regno Ejus.” I

saw those Latin words first as a small child, on many communications from the

College to my alumni parents—such as the magazine, stationery, and

memorabilia.Those words called me into a love of learning and of submission 

to Jesus Christ.

That Wheaton College should count the papers of Malcolm Muggeridge

among its archival treasures points to the relevance of Wheaton’s mission to our

culture.We must continue to “take every thought captive” for the Lord Jesus

Christ, with courage, perseverance, and love.Thank you for praying and giving to

make the heart of Wheaton College strong.

THE PURPOSE  OF  THE  WHEATON COLLEGE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION I S  TO UNITE  ALL  ALUMNI  OF

WHEATON COLLEGE  INTO A  COMPACT ORGANIZATION FOR EFFECTIVE  COMMUNICATION WITH

EACH OTHER AND WITH THE COLLEGE , TO ARRANGE ALUMNI  REUNIONS, TO ENCOURAGE THE

FORMATION OF  WHEATON CLUBS  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COLLEGE  AND FELLOW ALUMNI , AND TO PROMOTE ALUMNI  GIV ING.
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Volunteering Time 
and Talent

Would you like to help us plan a football
game tailgate event in Milwaukee, a
dessert reception after a Men’s Glee Club
concert in New York City, or a dinner
program in Portland? Contact the
Alumni Association at 630/752-5047 
or clubs@wheaton.edu for more
information about how you can serve the
Wheaton family in your area.

The Wheaton Association staff and
Board of Directors thank these Wheaton
Club volunteers and committees for 
their help in 2002-03.

Atlanta, GA / Susan Holcomb Jackson ’90, Lydia

Bowden ’90

Avon, CT / Mark Marlowe ’77, Rich ’74 and Alison

Kitchen Littauer ’80

Baltimore, MD / Jack Boeve ’90

Boca Raton/Ft. Lauderdale, FL / Jim ’58 and Barb

Schultz McLennan ’60, Bob Tennies ’73

Bryan/College Station, TX / Chris ’93 and Debbie

Garver Peterson ’93

Champaign, IL / David ’75 and Lisa Dunn

Chicago, IL (Loop Luncheon) / Bryan Bacon ’85, David

Walker ’88, Valery DeLong ’82

Charlotte, NC / Jimmy Flowers ’93, Bill Treat ’61 

Colorado Springs, CO / Fred Hyde ’73

Dallas, TX / Anne Topple Josey ’85, Jill Miller

Personius ’87

Des Moines, IA / Karen Baarda Langstraat ’66

East Bay, CA / Cheryl Sibthorp ’67

Ft. Myers, FL / John Taylor ’45 and committee

Grand Haven, MI / Terry ’71 and Jane Hekman

DeGroot ’71

Hawaii (Maui, Kauai, Oahu) / Ray Smith ’54, Rev.

Nelson Y. C. Kwon, ’51, MA ’53, Rev. Milton and Judy

Habegger Fricke ’66, Russell Taba ’63

Houston, TX / David ’54 and Carla Kunkel Kay ’61, Tom

Wittick ’68, Ron Ryan ’73  

Indianapolis, IN / Bill and Martha Sue Batt (past

parents)

Inland Empire, CA / Karen Mitchell Hensley ’70

Jacksonville, FL / Marilyn Kloosterman DeVries ’75,

Andy ’88 and Debbie Musil Brigham ’88

Los Angeles, CA / Mark ’99 and Abby Noll Bartels ’99

Lancaster, PA / John Hobrle ’71 and committee

(Mid-Atlantic Retreat)

New York, NY / Todd Evans ’94, Andy Morgan ’05, Ed

Morgan (parent) 

Omaha, NE/Council Bluffs, IA / Bill ’78 and Sue

Fitzwilliam Alford ’77

Orange County, CA / Darellyn Hon Melilli ’58

Phoenix, AZ / Cris ’80 and Stephanie Sowersby Meyer

’86, Marc Boatwright ’87, Sheryl Davis Williamson ’83 

Philadelphia, PA / Mac McCausland ’75, Jon O’Neil

’86, Sean ’87 and Betty Price Ellsworth ’87, and

committee

Pittsburgh, PA / Elizabeth Knisely Daigle MA ’90, Bryan

Perry ’92, Scott Baker ’86  

Portland, OR / Todd Bernhardt ’93

Raleigh/Durham, NC / Nancy Easter Proia ’73

Rochester, MN / Charles ’53 and Helen Kennedy

San Diego, CA / Melody Anderson ’79

San Jose, CA / Tom and Mary Lageschulte Priest ’64,

Tom Tryggestad ’92

Seattle, WA / Joan Wort Lindquist ’72, Diane

Winkleman Bennett ’79, and committee

Tampa, FL / Sondra Guffey ’85

Tucson, AZ / Scot ’74 and Meagan Stuart Gillan ’75

Washington, DC / Eric ’94 and Stephanie Cebulski

Lundberg ’97

West Covina, CA / Hughes Huffman ’65 

Wheaton, IL / Dave ’95 and Joanne Block McKay ’95,

(Young Alumni Families) JoLynne Johnson Norton ’90,

and committee

Wheaton, IL / (Windsor Park Manor) Pauline Winslow

Parker ’45

Wilmore, KY / Mike Longinow ’82

Winston-Salem, NC / Phil Ziesemer ’85 

Winter Park, CO / Ryan Mohrmann ’93, Rob Von

Edeskuty ’93 

the votes are in  

Here are your choices for your 

Alumni Association Board of Directors:

Chuck Schoenherr ’50

Bill Orris ’85

Sean Shimmel ’91

Susy Francis-Thornton ’95

Paul Armerding ’75 

(Western States Rep.)
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Come to a 
Wheaton Club Meeting

Need an autumn getaway? Join us at the
Mid-Atlantic Retreat on November 7-9
in scenic Lancaster County, PA,
and hear from two Wheaton presidents,
Dr. Hudson Armerding and Dr. Duane
Litfin. Space is limited, so contact the
Alumni office at 630/752-5047 or by
email at clubs@wheaton.edu.

Upcoming Wheaton Club events: 

Seattle,WA 
(Young Alumni)/September 13

Wheaton, IL
(Alumni of Color reunion)/September 27

Fayetteville, PA 
(Mid-Atlantic Retreat)/November 7-9

For updates visit:
www.wheaton.edu/alumni/clubs.html 



CLUBS
From the birthplace of the United 

States to the fiftieth state, Wheaton

Clubs meet all over the country 

each year to celebrate the mission of

Wheaton and to reconnect alumni 

and friends with each other and with 

the College.

The Greater Philadelphia
Wheaton Club reorganized this
spring, after a pause of a few years.
More than eighty guests, from the classes
of 1936 to 2003, attended a luncheon 
on Saturday, May 31, at the Church of
the Good Samaritan in Paoli, PA.

Mac McCausland ’75 and a committee
of dedicated volunteers planned the
event, which included a devotional given
by Dr. Hudson Armerding ’41, president
emeritus of Wheaton College and 
local resident of Southern Pennsylvania.
The featured guest speaker, Dr. Roger
Lundin ’71, English professor at

past presidents and other 
distinguished alumni speakers, such 
as Ada Lum ’50, teacher at the 
Bible Institute of Hawaii and 2001
Alumna of the Year.The events 
on the Hawaiian Islands are made
possible by generous volunteers 
like Rev. Nelson Kwon ’51, MA ’53,
Rev. Milton and Judy Habegger 
Fricke ’66, and Russell Taba ’63.

by Jennifer Streeter ’99

Wheaton, shared thoughts on the 
life of the mind as a form of Christian
service. Other participants included 
Phil Ryken ’88, pastor of Tenth
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia;
Pat Patterson ’40, former chaplain at the
College; and Elisa Cooper ’03, who
shared her musical talents.These
volunteers are laying a solid foundation
upon which to serve Wheaton in 
the greater Philadelphia community 
for years to come.

Alumni and friends gathered on Maui,
Kauai, and Oahu earlier this year 

to celebrate their tie to Wheaton
College and strengthen their bonds as
brothers and sisters in Christ. Ray
Smith ’54, a Kauai native, shared Lisa
Beamer’s Homecoming 2002 chapel
service video with these groups. Since
the 1950s,Wheatonites in Hawaii have
enjoyed gatherings with the College’s
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Connect with Wheaton 
Regardless of where you live around 

the world, we want to help you connect

with the Wheaton family in your area.

For information about a Club in 

your area or how you can volunteer,

please contact the alumni office 

at 630/752-5047 or by e-mail at 

clubs@ wheaton.edu.

w h e a t o n

Philadelphia
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of ’53 at their Saturday afternoon
reunion program, and classmate Dr. Bob
Dugan spoke to the same group at the
Sunday morning worship service.The
Class of ’58 heard from classmate Dr.
Melvin Banks at their Sunday morning
gathering.

“What often comes to mind for me is in the

words of a hymn: “Blest be the tie that binds our

hearts in Christian love.” I’ve been anticipating

this for more than a year, hoping I’d be able to

come and see the friends still on this side of

heaven.  Wheaton was the only home I had on

this side of the world when I came from India to

college, and it seemed like heaven on earth to

me to have so many Christian friends. It is so

inspirational to hear the accounts of the Lord’s

work in each other’s lives, and a challenge.” 

Helen Supplee ’43  

In addition, alumni also took

home more than just great

memories. Many also gained:  

Encouragement in the form of stories of
alumni whose lives exemplify the
Alumni Association’s 2003 theme,“Take
Courage.” Especially striking was a
tribute given by Jim Anderson ’53 to
classmate Bob Olseng ’53 who has lived
courageously with cerebral palsy since
before his college days.

Appreciation for both the aesthetics and
function of the new buildings on
campus, including the Wade Center 
and the Sports & Recreation Complex,

Fellowship that spanned more than five
generations at the All-Alumni
Celebration Luncheon where 600 met in
King Arena to enjoy lunch and a
program that included an invocation by
Dr. Russell Mixter ’28, professor
emeritus of zoology, who at age 97
returned for his 75th class reunion.

“Seeing one another and rehearsing God’s

faithfulness left us so satisfied.” 

Lee ’51 & Anita Gaugler Troup ’53

Celebrations for the recipients of the
Alumni Association’s awards.The Alumni
of the Year for Distinguished Service to
Family award was presented to Dr.Walter
’59 and Nancy Rutherford Hull ’60 at a
reception for family and friends.The
Alumni of the Year for Distinguished
Service to Society awards were presented
to Luci Deck Shaw ’53, and Dr. Richard
N. Longenecker ’53 MA ’56 at their
50th year Diploma Dinner.

Reminiscing with the Class of 1953, as
they attended their golden anniversary
reunion events, which spanned the entire
weekend, thoughtfully planned for over
nine months by their volunteer reunion
committee.The class was honored with
50th graduation anniversary diplomas to
mark the special landmark reunion.

Spiritual renewal thanks to a gifted group
of speakers at the individual class
gatherings. Dr. Hudson Armerding spoke
to the class of ’48 at their Friday night
buffet. Dr.Art Holmes addressed the class

Getting Together on 
Alumni Weekend

by Suzanne Weber

During Alumni Weekend, May 8-11, more than 800 alumni and their families returned to campus

to reconnect with classmates and friends. What did they experience?

Same spirit, new space: Sun-filled, spacious 

Eckert Hall, in the new Sports and Recreation Complex,

greeted alumni at Alumni Weekend registration. 
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built to meet the expanding needs 
of the growing student population.

“It was such a treat to be back at Wheaton, and

to see so many classmates that it had been so

many years since we had seen! The whole

weekend was great, and we were thrilled to be

there!  God has been so good to us, and blessed

us with such a rich heritage to have been a part

of Wheaton College for those four years!” 

Jack & Janet Worth Showalter ’53 

Insight into perspectives on “Courage in
Community” at the annual Alumni
Symposium.Alumni panelists included
the three alumni of the year awardees
along with Dr.Art Ammann ’58 and
Scott Bolinder ’73, with a response from
President Litfin on the College’s
Community Covenant.

Inspiration from the stories of the coura-
geous lives of Malcolm Muggeridge,
John Perkins, and C.S. Lewis.These
stories of faithful obedience were shared
by David B. Malone, head of 
Special Collections and College archivist;
Paul Ericksen, director of the 
Billy Graham Center Archives; and 
Chris Mitchell, director of the 
Marion E.Wade Center.

The class of 1953 presented the “Our Man of

Courage” award to Robert (Bob) Olseng ’53 , 

who has lived courageously with cerebral palsy

since before his college days. In a letter of 

thanks to the class, Olseng wrote, “The courage

that Joshua was commanded to have in 

Joshua 1 has been a driving force in my life.”

To access an archive of Alumni Weekend 

events in picture and sound go to

http://www.wheaton.edu/alumni/reunions.

Bud Gray ’53 leads alumni in song. 

Russell Mixter ’28 is greeted by Miriam Armerding ’42. 

Alumni Association board member Dan Branda ’61

Robert (Bob) Olseng ’53 with Mibs and Lee Pfund ’49



Community features a searchable alumni
directory that includes e-mail addresses
as well as online event registration, career
counseling, and class Web pages. Each

class page is hosted by a volunteer
Webmaster, working with the Alumni
Association.

Interestingly enough, it’s the 50-year
reunion class that boasts the most class
news, notes Ben.“Led by an enthusiastic
committee and their Webmaster, Dave
Roe, the class of 1953 used their 
class Web page in a reunion campaign 
to capture what’s happened in their
classmates’ lives.”

With more than 8,000 alumni already
registered, and more coming online 
each day, Ben hopes that this community
will serve to deepen the programs the
Alumni Association currently offers.“It’s
really about connecting and serving the
family—that’s what we are,” says Ben.

The Web site also offers a list of
upcoming Wheaton Club events so that
alumni, parents, and friends can quickly
find out how they can get involved 
in the life of the Wheaton community 
in their area.To register, volunteer, post
your résumé, or update your contact
information online, go to
www.wheatonalumni.org and follow 
the instructions to access the Online
Community’s services.

one of the alumni she had contacted
offered her a job.

This is just what Ben Nordstrom ’94,
director of alumni programs, envisions
with the online career
center that allows alumni to
easily post their résumés or
view job listings.“We want
to make it easy for Wheaton
alumni to hire other
Wheaton alumni,” he says,
adding that online job listings can range
from entry level to upper management
positions in a variety of vocations.

Beyond the career center, the Online

Make career contacts, or 

simply get in touch with old

friends through Wheaton’s 

online community.

When Jennifer Kieslar ’01 went looking
for a job, she turned to the Alumni
Association’s Online Community for
help.

“The response I got was amazing,” she
writes, adding,“I knew the high caliber
of Wheaton students, but the encourage-
ment I got from those e-mails [from
alumni] was more than I had ever hoped
for or imagined.” It wasn’t long before

ALUMNIc o n n e c t i o n s

Order a 2003-2004 

Daily Events Calendar Today

The Wheaton College Alumni Association

each year mails a complimentary copy of a

16-month calendar to all alumni who have

contributed to Wheaton in each of the last

three consecutive years. The calendar

allows you to record your daily events,

remember the Wheaton family in prayer, and

follow the campus activities throughout the

year. This year’s calendar features

photographs of the Memorial Student

Center, as we reflect on Wheaton’s heritage

and anticipate the future with the

construction of the Todd M. Beamer

Student Center. New donors may order a

calendar by sending $10 with your request

to the Wheaton College Alumni Association,

501 College Ave., Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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The Alumni Online Advantage

Interestingly enough, it’s the 

50-year reunion class that boasts 

the most class news
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homecoming 2003
Sept. 25-27
Perseverance:
Rejoice in Hope

Tentative Schedule of Events

Thursday, September 25

6:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Dominican

Friday, September 26

9 a.m. - 11 a.m. Alumni Hospitality

10:30 a.m. Homecoming Chapel

Speaker: Kari Miller ‘93 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Alumni Reunion Central

3 p.m. Faculty Lecture / Speaker: 

Helene Slessarev Jamir, 

Asst. Professor/Director, 

Urban Studies

4:30 p.m. Women’s Soccer vs. Augustana

Various p.m. Reunion Class Events

7 p.m. Men’s Soccer vs. Augustana

Saturday, September 27

8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Alumni Reunion Central

8 a.m. Student/Alumni 5K Run/Walk

Wheaton Associates Breakfast 

Various a.m. Academic Departmental 

Get-Togethers

9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Alumni Swim Meet

Workshop: Planning and Saving

for a College Education

Urban Studies Alumni Reunion

10:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. All-Alumni Family Brunch 

and Program /  Honoring 2003

Alumnus of the Year for Distinguished Service to Alma

Mater: Dr. Mark A. Noll ’68, Professor/Endow McManis

Chair, History Department

1 p.m. Football vs. Hope

4 p.m. Alumni of Color Reunion

4:15 p.m. Hall of Honor Reception

Various p.m. Reunion Class Events

8 p.m. Conservatory Fall Concert

10 p.m. Late Nite Concert with 

Kepano Green

Join the eight classes commemorating reunions this fall:

25th........1978    (Chair: Jane Hatfield Erickson and Bill Seitz)

20th........1983   (Chair: Barbara Anderson Kay)

15th........1988    (Chair: Rebecca Gray)

10th........1993    (Chair: Steve Ivester)

5 t h ........1998    (Chair: Loren Baird)

Cluster...2001, 2002, & 2003

(Chair: Lindsay Marcus ’01, Jenny Fichera Moo ’02, 

and Tanya Oxley ’03)

Check out more weekend information and register on-line by visiting
www.wheaton.edu/alumni/reunions.
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ope can be hard to find on the 
streets of inner-city Chicago. But 
for a group of urban teenagers,

their parents and their teachers, dreams
are becoming reality and joy is 
spilling over into their communities.

Meet Brian Jenkins M.A. ’93, co-
founder of Entrenuity, an organization
that trains urban youth to channel 
their energy and talents into starting
their own businesses. Brian’s work is not
so much focused on developing the 
job skills of teenagers as much as it uses a
biblical platform to challenge these

young people to “see beyond themselves
and their circumstances, to see past the
asphalt and concrete that surrounds them
every day,” he explains.

“Under-resourced communities have
tremendous value,” he continues.“It’s 
the media that promotes negative images
of high crime rates and poor schools.
But we are focusing on positive things
and teaching the students to identify 
the skills they have and to bring them
back to the community.”

While Entrenuity’s program,“Creating
True Wealth,” focuses heavily on
building character and integrity in its
students, it also incorporates Christian
principles into high-quality business
training. But it isn’t just his students’
progress that makes his efforts seem
worthwhile:“When I see other adults
and other youth grasp what we’ve been
teaching, when they realize that they
really do have opportunities and options,
that’s what I’m most proud of,” he says.

Entrenuity’s success stories range from
a sophomore who creates web pages for
friends, families, and corporations to
D&S Vending, which is run by two high
school students.Their vending service
brought in $15,000 in 2002 alone.The
success of the business depended on
much more than their friendship; it also
required total parental participation, the
support of their south-side Chicago
neighborhood, and their desire to honor
God’s kingdom.

By weaving opportunity, integrity, and
a sense of purpose into the lives of young
people and their families, Entrenuity
helps students become business owners—
and in the process grows hope.

alumni news

Beyond the
Asphalt 
and Concrete

by Lena James Fenton ’99

Brian Jenkins M.A. ’93 To learn more 

about Brian and the work of Entrenuity, visit

their website: www.entrenuity.com.
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or most, running a marathon in
and of itself would be a lifetime  
achievement.

But Tim Paul ’80 not only finished the
April 2003 Boston Marathon, he did it
running blind.

“I need to be guided when I run,” he
says, explaining that he and a guide
runner held a piece of string either
loosely or taut between them, depending
on the density of the crowds.

Born with glaucoma,Tim lost sight 
in his left eye earlier than he can remem-
ber. Shortly after he graduated from
Wheaton, he could not see well enough
to run on his own. Now he has almost
totally lost vision in his right eye as well.

Determined not to let his impairment
confine him to his apartment, he
completed the Boston Marathon in
association with Team With a Vision,
a group of runners committed to, as Tim
says,“showing that we are just like 
other people, that we can do marathons
even though we have disabilities.”The

group raised funds for the Massachusetts
Association for the Blind, an organi-
zation that provides opportunities 
to blind people and people with other
disabilities.

For Tim, the marathon was certainly a
triumph, but not a first.To qualify for
the recent race, he completed the 2001
Chicago Marathon in less than five
hours. He also ran the Des Moines
Marathon in 2002.

Not just a runner,Tim completed a
900-mile bicycle ride from Beijing,
China, to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, in
1995, and is also an avid downhill skier,
sometimes skiing with the American
Blind Skiing Foundation, a Chicago area
group.

When he’s not running, cycling, or
skiing,Tim works as a medical
transcriptionist at Hinsdale Hospital in
Hinsdale, Illinois, where he lives. Not
one to rest for long, he’s already
preparing for his next race—a marathon
in Lausanne, Switzerland.

alumni news

Tim Paul ’80

crosses the finish

line at the Boston

Marathon with 

his guide runner

(far left), then later,

celebrates his

accomplishment.
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Still getting together

For these four alumnae of 1970, some
things never change. (On the other
hand, some do.) But one thing doesn’t
change:They remain the best of 
friends, frequently enjoying their own
Wheaton reunions in various parts 
of the country.

Then, in 1971, in Wheaton (l to r):  Bonnie, Barbara, Sharon, and Penny.  

Now, 2002, in Naples, Florida (l to r): Bonnie Barrows Thomas ’70, Barbara

Wessner Anderson ’70, Sharon Behnken Sevonty ’70, and Penny Nickel

Hagaman ’70. Bonnie traveled from Colorado, Barbara from Minnesota,

Sharon from Michigan, and Penny from North Carolina.

Still sipping

Kenneth ’59 and Adele Nystrom Nanfelt ’59 recently
visited the Stupe and recreated a moment
from 47 years ago.The photo on the wall
above (now) shows them in 1956 in a
restaurant on Willow Street, when Adele was
still Adele Nystrom.The shot, taken for an
ad in the 1956 Tower yearbook, bears the
caption,“Wonder where you can take your
date for a scrumptious soda? Willow Snack!
A short, pleasant walk from campus.” Since
their Wheaton days, Ken has been a
businessman and a pastor in Massachusetts.
Adele has assisted him in his work and
ministry, while taking care of their three
children, all of whom are Wheaton alumni:
Lee ’81, Kay Burklin ’82, and Scott ’85.
Ken and Adele have nine grandchildren; the
oldest, Nathan, is entering Wheaton in 
the fall.
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alumni news

JOEL CEDRIC MCLIN ’03

died on May 13, 2003,
after falling while climbing
Mount Washington. Joel
was considered an expert
climber who enjoyed hik-
ing the mountain when on
breaks from college. He
was a transfer student to
Wheaton College from
Olympic College (WA)
and was in the process of
completing a major in
kinesiology and a minor in
music. A member of
ROTC, Joel had planned
to enter the Army upon
graduation. In addition to
enjoying wildlife and out-
door activities such as
backpacking, he was a
certified scuba diver, played
the violin, and sang. He is
survived by his parents,
Ralph and Kathryn; his
brother, Matthew; and his
grandfather, Glen McLin.
A memorial service for Joel
will be held on Wheaton’s
campus September 7.

In memory of Joel McLin — 

brother in Christ and fellow adventurer.

Ahh, the memories we shared together–

hiking the desert lands of the Big Bend 

and canoeing the canyons of the Rio Grande 

over two months last spring semester.  

Though he was student and I was teacher,

we shared a special bond difficult to express.

I discovered him to be a fellow adventurer at heart –

Ever overflowing with a boyish wonder and energy.

Most of the time, he had a sparkle in his eyes 

that was accompanied by a smile and a chuckle.

He was ever prone to wander in mind and body–

curious of what might be “on top” or “around the corner.”

Life in all its fullness silently called out his name;

he was quick to respond to its urging to go forth.

For this reason it was not a surprise to discover

Joel’s active relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

A large Bible was faithfully carried in his backpack.

He was seen reading it regularly throughout our travels.

Most of all, I will remember his worshipful songs:

Echoing in the deep river canyons of the Rio Grande, 

“How Great Thou Art” was sung at the top of his voice.

Nor can I forget “The Lord’s Prayer” being sung on

the cliff-top high above McFarland Lake in Minnesota.

The song started quietly and ended in a glorious tribute–

“For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory . . .

F O R E V E R . . . ! Amen.”

I will miss this “brother” and the clear testimony of his faith.

But I am excited that Joel is now with the Lord of Life

where he has every reason to keep on singing His praises.

Before too long, I know I will be joining him there in song  

and we’ll have more exciting adventures together again.

Ken Kalisch
Assistant Professor
HoneyRock
Wheaton College

in  memory



5 4 A U T U M N 2 0 0 3

Commission and the Illinois Attorney
General’s Committee on Recreation
Opportunities for People with
Disabilities.

Honors for Hastert 

WA S H I N G T O N , D.C. — Speaker of
the House Dennis Hastert ’64 was
awarded the prestigious Woodrow Wilson
Award for Public Service on February
10.The award honors Dennis’s ability to
work with all members of Congress for
the benefit of the country and his ability
to show the positive side of politics. Past
recipients of the award are Vice President
Richard Cheney and Lynne Cheney,
Governor George Pataki, and former
Secretary of State James Baker.

Ronald Thomas Named

President of Puget Sound

TA C O M A , WA S H I N G T O N —

Ronald Thomas  ’71, former acting
president of Trinity College (Hartford,
CT) has been inaugurated as the 13th
president of the University of Puget
Sound. Ronald’s official duties began on
July 16.Teaching at Trinity since 1990,
he was awarded the Dean Arthur A.
Hughes award for distinguished teaching
achievement. Ronald also was a member
of the English department at The
University of Chicago for eight years and
was named Mellon Faculty Fellow in the
Humanities at Harvard University for
1991-92. Ronald is also an accomplished
author who has written three books and
numerous chapters and articles.

contributions to France and is usually
given to celebrities or native French
citizens. But last October, Dr. John
Baldwin ’50, the Charles Homer Haskins
professor emeritus of history at Johns
Hopkins University, received the honor
for 50 years of scholarship on medieval
France.At the same time, he also
accepted the Order of Arts and Letters
from the French government for his
work.According to Johns Hopkins
Magazine, John is currently in France
working on a book of popular French
history called Paris 1200. Other
foreigners who have received the Legion
are General Norman Schwartzkopf and
actors Gregory Peck and Jerry Lewis.

President Appoints Wheaton

Alumnus

WA S H I N G T O N , D. C . — President
Bush appointed Douglas Anderson ’90 to
the U.S.Access Board on February 4 for
a term that will end in December 2006.
The Access Board is a federal agency
responsible for developing and
maintaining accessibility standards, which
include guidelines such as those
established under the Americans with
Disabilities Act. For the past 10 years,
Doug has been assisting private and
public entities around the country with
accessibility compliance efforts. He
worked on federal grants relating to the
Americans with Disabilities Act while at
the University of Illinois at Chicago and
is currently an Associate Partner with
LCM Architects in Chicago. Doug is also
a member of the Illinois Building

Alumnus Receives French

Award

B A LT I M O R E , M A RY L A N D —

Created by Napoleon Bonaparte in
1802, the Legion of Honor, France’s
highest civilian award, was established to
recognize military and civilian

WHEATON ALUMNIi n  t h e  n e w s

Dr. John Baldwin ’50 received the Legion of 

Honor, France’s highest civilian award, for 50 years

of scholarship on medieval France.

The award marked the second time he has 

been honored by the French, having also received

the Order of Arts and Letters. 
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his attitude toward his job and toward
those he came in contact with.Tom
lives in Wheaton with his wife, Carole
(Wright) ’69.

Congdon Receives Hungary’s

High Honor

H A R R I S B U R G , V I R G I N I A —

Hungary’s Order of Merit, Small Cross,
was bestowed upon Lee Congdon ’61, a
history professor at James Madison
University and an accomplished author.
Lee, recently interviewed by James
Madison’s magazine, Montpelier, has
dedicated his scholarly career to
researching and describing the life of
Hungarian intellectuals. He has
published three books: The Young
LuKács, Exile and Social Thought:

Hungarian Intellectuals in Germany and
Austria, 1919-1933, and Seeing Red:
Hungarian Intellectuals in Exile and the
Challenge of Communism.

Protestants in Northern Ireland.The
son of an Irish Traveller, Declan, known
as Marc Lance while at Wheaton,
developed a heart for the people
affected by fighting in Ireland, and
decided to travel to the country,
ministering to children from both
religious backgrounds. Several years
later, an idea for a film about
reconciliation was born, and Declan
moved to Hollywood to pitch his script
called The Irish Wonder.According to
The Irish Times, actor Stephen Baldwin
has agreed to produce the movie, and
filming will begin this year.

Principal Honored for Integrity

and Faith

NAPERVILLE, IL—After 21 years as
assistant principal and principal at
Naperville Central High School,Tom
Paulsen ’70 will be leaving to take on
the responsibility of associate
superintendent of District 203.Tom’s
respected leadership and participation in
the activities of students outside of the
classroom was applauded in The Daily
Herald, which noted that his
commitment to Christ was obvious in

Bringing Hope to Africa

W H E AT O N , I L L I N O I S —

Shayne Klopfenstein Moore ’92 and
Juleen Langstraat Ritchie ’92 were
moved to action after Bono, the lead
singer of the Irish rock band, U2, spoke
about the AIDS epidemic and debt in
Africa on Wheaton’s campus in
December.Together, they hosted the first
of 15 AIDS-awareness events sponsored
in the area by the Hope Initiative.The
Initiative, part of World Vision, is a
nationwide organization that works to
educate and encourage Americans to
prevent and eliminate AIDS in Africa
and care for those affected by the disease.
At Shayne and Juleen’s event, chronicled
by The Wheaton Sun, Princess Kasane
Zulu, an HIV-positive woman from
Africa, spoke to a group of 50 women
about losing her mother to AIDS and
the battle for survival.

Bringing Hope to 

Northern Ireland

DUBLIN, IRELAND—Declan Joyce
M.A. ’99 is asking himself what one
person can do about the longtime
unrest between Catholics and

Hope to Africa

Princess Kasane Zulu, an HIV-

positive radio broadcaster from

Zambia, spoke at the first of 15

national AIDS-awareness events,

hosted by Wheaton alumnae.
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Dr. John Walford, professor of art
Great Themes in Art (Prentice-Hall,
2002). A textbook that introduces the
history of art and stresses its connection
to human values as expressed through
the “artistic responses to human
experiences” throughout time.

Dr. Mark. A. Noll, McManis Professor of
Christian Thought
The Old Religion in a New World: 

The History of North American

Christianity (Eerdmans, 2002). Received
Christianity Today’s 2003 Award of Merit.
A study of the European origins of
North American Christianity.

Dr. Mark. A. Noll, McManis Professor of
Christian Thought
America’s God: From Jonathan Edwards

to Abraham Lincoln (Oxford, 2002).
A “social history of theology” in
America, from the colonial era through
the Civil War.

Dr. Leland Ryken, Kilby Professor of
English. Editor and contributor.
The Christian Imagination: The Practice

of Faith in Literature and Writing

(Shaw Books, 2002).A collection of
essays designed to help the reader
explore the connection between the
Christian faith, literature, and
imagination.

Dr. Alan Jacobs, professor of English
A Visit to Vanity Fair: Moral Essays on

the Present Age (Brazos Press, 2001).
Cowinner, Christianity Today 2002 Book
Award in “Christianity and Culture”
category. Blending “cultural criticism
and personal reflection,” Jacobs uses wit
and intelligence to spur his reader to use
moral discernment in everyday life.

Dr. Scott Hafemann, Hawthorne Professor of
New Testament and Exegesis
The God of Promise and the Life of

Faith: Understanding the Heart of the

Bible (Crossway Books, 2001).
A call to Christians to reopen the Word
and discover a covenant God who fulfills
His promises throughout the Old and
New Testaments.

Recommended Reading from

Wheaton’s Faculty

Although the primary role of a Wheaton professor 

is that of teacher, our faculty regularly conduct 

individual research and publish books and articles.  

Here are some of the more recent books.

WHEATONa u t h o r s
We’re sure you’ll want to get a

copy of Reading for Life 

(© 2001), edited by three

Wheaton professors of English,

Drs. Jeffry Davis, Leland Ryken,

and Thomas Martin. It is a

compilation of stories told by 100

of their colleagues, all teachers

at Wheaton, about how a book

(besides the Bible) influenced

them. The offerings are

academic and non-academic,

chosen because they would be

meaningful and relevant to an

audience defined as “thinking

Christians.” The dedication reads:

“To our students . . . May you

read well to live well.”  

Order Reading for Life and any

other faculty books from the

Wheaton College Bookstore:  by

phone, 630-752-5119; on the Web,

www.wheatonbooks.com; or 

by writing, Wheaton College

Bookstore, 501 College, Wheaton,

IL 60187.



WHEATONp u b l i s h e d a l u m n i

W H E A T O N 5 7

we are weak in ourselves can we be strong
in the Lord (v. 10).

Peace and power are blessings the Lord
gives within us; partners He gives without.
Not only is Christ our Companion and
Helper directly through the Holy Spirit,
but in His gracious plan He also works
indirectly through fellow believers as they
serve and help each other. His people are
our partners.

Among the greatest obstacles to the
Lord’s work are often the Lord’s people.
Sometimes the problem is bickering or
jealousy or antagonism. More often,
however, it is simply indifference; not
active hatred but inactive love. If God’s
people cannot sincerely love and minister
to each other, they cannot expect to
effectively love and minister to the world
in His name.

On the other hand, there is nothing
more pleasing to the Lord or more
influential in the world than Christians
who genuinely love, serve, and encourage
each other. Love is the great summation
of the faithful Christian life, love first of
God and then of His people.“A new
commandment I give to you,” Jesus said,
“that you love one another.As I have
loved you, you also love one another.
By this all men will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:34-35).

For me, three of the most wonderful
words in the vocabulary of Christian
faith are peace, power, and partners.

The first one came to mind after a
second close brush with death some time
ago, when I once again experienced a
confident, abiding sense of peace in the
Lord.And once again Paul’s words came
to mind:“In every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God.And
the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7).
As a wise saint once said,“The Christian
faith is the best thing to live by and the
best thing to die by.”

The second word is power.A few verses
later, the apostle testifies:“I can do all
things through Christ, who strengthens
me” (v. 13).As we grow older, we are
tempted to think that, if we only had the
energy, endurance, and alertness we once
had, we could accomplish some great
service for the Lord. But God has greater
use for our weaknesses than for our
strengths. He says to each of us what He
said to Paul:“My power is made perfect
in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). We are to
walk in such close communion with and
dependence on the Lord that even in our
most debilitating circumstances we have
full confidence in His power. Only when

Longtime friend and former Wheaton President

Hudson T. Armerding ’41 (right) remembers Abe as 

a gifted man and a committed Christian: “As 

Abe Van Der Puy’s classmate, I came to admire his

commitment to use his substantial gifts of

leadership for the glory of God. Then, in his long

battle with a serious illness, he manifested 

an unwavering trust in his Heavenly Father and

demonstrated the reality of dying grace. I thank my

God upon every remembrance of him.” 

(Photo from 1970s.)

Peace, Power, and Partners

The following thoughts from missionary executive and statesman Abe Van Der Puy ’41 are presented 

to you posthumously; Abe died on March 3, 2003. (See his obituary in class news.) He authored six

books and numerous magazine articles, but these words are excerpts from a message he delivered at the

Park of the Palms Retirement Community in Keystone, Florida, on Sunday, November 25, 2001. 

by Abraham Van Der Puy ’41, DD ’65
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You have received this education
during a time of extraordinary
oppression, suffering, and confusion in
the world.When human misery is so
visible, pervasive, and horrifying, it is
hard not to wonder about the value and
significance of academics.

In his book The Weight of Glory, C.S.
Lewis offers helpful insight.The 
chapter “Learning in Wartime” is a
sermon he preached to students at
Oxford in 1939, shortly after Great
Britain was drawn into World War II. In
his arresting and straightforward 
manner, Lewis posed the central
question that was on the young men’s
minds: Do we have a right “to 
continue to take an interest in these
[scholarly] occupations when the 
lives of our friends and the liberties of
Europe are in the balance? Is it not 
like fiddling while Rome burns?” He
went on to observe that, from a
Christian perspective,“The true tragedy
of Nero must be not that he fiddled
while the city was on fire but that he
fiddled on the brink of hell.” By
contrast, think about the musicians on
the Titanic who played hymns 
while the ship was sinking in order to
hearten the other passengers.Their
“fiddling” was clearly a noble and selfless
act of faith.

It is certainly possible for academic
activity to divert attention from 
even the most serious problems and

When you spend time at a place like
Wheaton College, you think about a lot
of things. My challenge today: Keep
thinking.

After describing the wonderful
blessing of salvation we have through
Jesus Christ, Peter gives this mandate:
“Therefore, prepare your minds for
action” (1 Pet. 1:13). I like the
Authorized translation better:“Gird up
the loins of your mind.”

A few years ago, Harvard Business
Review ran an intriguing report about a
dialogue that took place between a
group of French and American professors
of business management.The French
focused on the theoretical, the Americans
on the pragmatic.When an American
professor proposed a certain strategy, a
French counterpart exclaimed:“Well,
that might work in practice, but it will
never work in theory!”

The French professor was actually
offering good advice for those who
want to be faithful to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Many things that seem to work
in practice do not work in “theory”;
that is, they do not conform to a well-
thought-out biblical perspective. Our
present critical times demand that we
think carefully and clearly about what
we believe and do, and that we draw
heavily on the invaluable learning that
has been made available to us through
an enriching Christian liberal arts
education.

In the following excerpts from his
commencement address, Dr. Mouw urges the
Class of 2003 to think carefully, critically,
and Christianly—and then act accordingly.

by Dr. Richard J. Mouw

Dr. Mouw, president of Fuller Theological Seminary, holds a

Ph.D. degree in philosophy from the University of Chicago and

has received honorary doctorates from Northwestern College and

Houghton College. A noted author, he has served on numerous

editorial boards. Included among the books that he has authored

are Uncommon Decency and Consulting the Faithful. 

A renowned lecturer, Dr. Mouw has been a visiting professor

at the Free University of Amsterdam and Juniata College. He

served for 17 years as professor of philosophy at Calvin College

and joined the faculty of Fuller Theological Seminary in 1985. 

Dr. Mouw was appointed provost and senior vice president in

1989 and assumed the presidency in 1993.

Think About It 



to command us to look critically at our
ways of thinking and living is grounded
in His authority as Creator and
Governor of the universe as well as in
His gracious prerogative as our personal
Lord and Savior.

At Wheaton you have been exposed 
to profound and integrated visions of the
world that God has called you to 
serve For Christ and His Kingdom.
Every city and town, and every
organization, institution, and workplace
where you spend your lives will 
be, in the fullest possible sense, a mission
field. In all those places you not 
only will be challenged to witness to
others about personal salvation in 

Jesus Christ, but you also will be
challenged to promote His liberating
gospel of justice, righteousness, and
peace.

Members of the class of 2003:
Keep thinking. As you move on to the
next stage of your lives, I hope 
you will take that biblical mandate to
heart.We rejoice in the marvelous
provisions of Christ’s death and
resurrection and in His ascension to
heaven, where He has been given 
the Name that is above every name,
the only Name under heaven that 
has power to save.That is good news
indeed.“Therefore, prepare your 
minds for action.”

Jesus not only is 

the supreme Answer,

but also the 

supreme Questioner.”

Dr. Richard J. Mouw, commencement,

Wheaton College, spring 2003 
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tragedies. But it can also be an
important exercise in faithfulness. Paul
reminds us that “our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12, NIV).
“Therefore,” he continues,“put on 
the full armor of God” (v. 13). Rightly
understood and pursued, a Christian
liberal arts education can become a
powerful armor-equipping endeavor.

There will never be a more important
time than now for you to consider that
Jesus not only is the supreme Answer, but
also the supreme Questioner. His right

“
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greater security for the rest of us are to
be admired and thanked. But even as
we are grateful for their great sacrifices,
we should also take up the difficult and
ongoing task of loving our enemies—

praying not only for the salvation 
of our enemies’ souls, but also praying
for our own souls and the full
sanctification of all members of Christ’s
church, that we may be presented 
to Him as a Bride without spot 
or blemish.

Sarah Borden ’95 is an assistant 

professor of philosophy at Wheaton. 

She holds master’s (1998) and doctoral

degrees (2001) in philosophy from

Fordham University in the Bronx. She 

has recently completed a book on Edith

Stein for the Outstanding Christian
Thinkers series and is a great, great

grandchild of Hermann Fischer, Sr. (class

of 1870) and a great, great, great

grandchild of Jonathan Blanchard,

Wheaton’s first president.

Consider the language that we use in
describing our enemies. I admire
President Bush’s concern for what is
moral; he has strong and courageous
convictions regarding good and evil.

But there is also a danger in calling any
particular person evil. In calling someone
“evil,” we run the risk of painting her as
fully irrational, without reason or cause
for her actions, as “other” than us. In so
doing, we too easily allow ourselves the
luxury of not asking why our enemy
hates us, whether we have done
something to wrong another, or whether
we ourselves have also sinned. In calling
the other “evil,” it becomes easy to
presume that we are the innocent ones
and are not therefore required to engage
in self-examination, confession, and
genuine repentance.

Our country and the American
church certainly should be concerned
about safety and protection.The guards,
soldiers, police, and firefighters who
have risked and given their lives for

Loving Our Enemies

Today’s a high alert day in New York.
I have been spending a few days in the
Bronx with friends, and last night came
back on the commuter train after
dinner down in Manhattan.At a quarter

before midnight, Grand Central Station
was filled with National Guard men
and women, dressed in camouflage and
carrying large machine guns. I have
certainly seen guards with guns stoically
surveying a crowd, but, previously, they
were in other countries and at the
borders of other lands. Now they stand
in our train stations, at our borders 
and airports.

Headed home that night, I realize that
I increasingly find myself asking what 
it means to love our enemies. How,
concretely, are we to be a neighbor to
those who hate us?  Jesus clearly asks us
to pray for our enemies, and surely this
includes asking God to convert the
hearts and save the souls of Osama bin
Laden and the members of Al Qaeda.
But are we called to even more?

by Sarah Borden ’95, Assistant Professor of Philosophy

“...we too easily allow 

ourselves the luxury of not  

asking why our enemy 

hates us.”

Sarah Borden ’95, Assistant Professor 

of Philosophy
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by Shelley Kimmons Bacote

WHEATONs t u d e n t  p r o f i l e

W H E A T O N 6 1

Liz returns to her hometown of
Tucson this fall to pursue a law degree
from the University of Arizona’s College
of Law. Upon finishing law school, she
will then report for four years of
military duty as a JAG officer.“Most
likely I’ll be practicing. From what I’ve
heard, it’s a pretty neat experience. Each
year, you get to work on a different type
of law.”

She goes on to reveal, however, that
she doesn’t necessarily want to practice
law long term.“I want to be involved in
policy making, and I may end up
working in politics,” she says, adding,
“I’m also interested in international
health issues.”

Liz’s interest in international work
was piqued on a recent four-week trip
to Peru with Wheaton’s Student
Missions Project.“We spent our first
two weeks in the Andes Mountains
doing door-to-door evangelism and
inviting people to church services.We
were also in the Amazon jungle for two
weeks helping a local pastor by working
on his farm and teaching Bible school,”
she explains.

Though Liz may be uncertain about
the type of job she’ll pursue after
finishing law school, she has no regrets
about the paths she’s chosen thus far.
“I feel like this is exactly where God
wants me to be,” she says, adding that
her lifelong desire to serve others is the
driving force behind what she does.
“I grew up wanting to help people—
wanting to argue on their behalf.”

Military Excellence

When Kathryn Elizabeth (Liz) Waits 
’03 decides to give something a try, she
doesn’t do it half-heartedly.

Liz joined Wheaton’s ROTC 
Rolling Thunder Battalion as a
freshman, upon the encouragement 
of a high school guidance counselor.
Over the course of four years,
she so impressed her commanding
officer, he recommended her for the
prestigious Pallas Athene Award,
given to only three female cadets
nationally each year.

“Cadet Liz Waits is the single most
impressive student with whom I 
have come in contact in my eight years
of teaching at Wheaton College,
Indiana University, and the USMA,

and promises
to be one of
the most
talented Army
officers of the
next decade,”
wrote Lt. Col.

Scott Buhmann, in his letter of
recommendation for the award.

Liz not only won this award, she 
was also ranked ninth in the country 
for all 2003 ROTC graduates nation-
wide on the basis of her leadership 
skills. She was the number-one ranked
female cadet in the U.S. “Grades 
and athletic ability also factored into 
the ratings,” notes Liz, who graduated
this May with a double major in 
biology and French, and a 3.99 grade
point average.

Liz Waits ‘03 graduated this May as 

ROTC’s 9th ranked cadet of the 3,800 commissioned

nationally this year. She was also the number- 

one ranked female cadet in the country.

“I feel like this 

is exactly where God 

wants me to be.”

2 Lt. Liz Waits ’03
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high rises, yet the traffic consisted
primarily of pedestrians, donkeys, sheep,
and goats. He enjoyed fancy dinners with
government officials, as well as simple
ones on dirt floors. Rich or poor, the
Ethiopian people treated him like royalty,
graciously offering him all they had,
despite the fact that their country faces a
famine of mammoth proportions. Peaceful
farmers with no running water or
electricity were preparing to send their
children to a new engineering college.

Though he spent much of his time in
the computer lab—setting up the
network in a school with no tables,
chairs, textbooks, teachers, students, or
funding—the busy schedule also included
a five-day tour of the state and an
interview on a statewide radio station.
Dr. Isihara also gave a five-day workshop
at MIT on teaching and doing research
in mathematics. He was able to pray 
at the beginning of sessions and speak 

The dirt floor was strewn with long-
bladed greenery, a traditional way of
honoring guests. Sitting on that floor, in
a remote mountain village with no
electricity, running water, or telephone,
Dr. Paul Isihara, professor of mathematics,
remembers feeling “so much at peace.”

In Ethiopia for four weeks on a Faculty
Mission Project last summer, Dr. Isihara
soon noted that this home in the moun-
tains was typical of those of most students
who would be attending the soon-to-be-
opened Mekelle Institute of Technology
(MIT), located in one of the most under-
developed regions in the world.

Dr. Isihara traveled to the capital of
Ethiopia’s northernmost state of Tigrai to
set up a UNIX computer lab with the 12
computers he and a longtime Ethiopian
friend,Tesfai Abay, brought to the
institute.

His trip was a study in contrasts.The
streets of Addis Ababa were lined with

by Debbie MacPherson Gove ’92

freely of his faith in Christ.
Not new to missions, Dr. Isihara often

opens his home to the needy, which is
how he met Tesfai, who later contacted
him to ask him to help start the
engineering college. Other Wheaton
faculty members had been encouraging
Dr. Isihara to go on a missions trip
through the Faculty Missionary Project, a
program run by the Wheaton College
Alumni Association. Over the past 
18 years, the project has sent 61 faculty to
29 countries.The purpose of these
missions projects is to immerse faculty in
a challenging environment, so that they
might experience firsthand the needs of
others and witness God’s provision.

“It has just expanded my faith in
God,” Dr. Isihara says of the trip, adding
that his experience has also brought new
focus and energy to his teaching.“This
semester, my math 485 class is studying
mathematical biology and working on a

An Ethiopian Connection

Dr. Paul Isihara travels to Ethiopia on a Faculty Missions Project.

Left: Ato Araya Zerihun chairs the board of the Tigrai Development Association (TDA). Center: Dr. Isihara returned to Ethiopia during the summer of 2003 to continue his work

at MIT, joined this time by (left to right): Vernon Lindsay (son of Wheaton trustee, Emery Lindsay), William Landry ’04, computer science professor John Hayward ’71, and 

Kim Fox ’03 (far right). There, the group met Ruth Rosenau ’55 (second from right), who was also working at MIT.  Right: Ethiopian women hand weave traditional baskets.



would cover start-up and first-year
operating costs. By the time Dr. Isihara
left Ethiopia, they still needed teachers,
laboratory equipment, and textbooks, but
the people were confident God would
provide.

“I am committed to helping with the
development of MIT,” says Dr. Isihara,
“not only for how it might assist with
the development of Tigrai, but also how
it might create a fruitful bridge between
our evangelical and orthodox
communities.”
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How to Help
You don’t have to become a 

full-time missionary to help the

poorest of the poor. MIT 

needs college texts and library

books, computers, laboratory

equipment, and other essential

resources. The institute also 

needs teachers willing to spend 

a sabbatical or summer at MIT

teaching classes or conducting

training workshops. For more

information on how to get

involved, contact Dr. Isihara at

Paul.A.Isihara@wheaton.edu.

Dr. Paul Isihara, professor of

mathematics

Dinner’s on: Instead of a table, Ethiopians might sit

around a handwoven basket like this one, called 

a mosob. Tesfai Abay explains that from the 

three-foot-high basket, Ethiopians traditionally help

themselves to a thin bread, dipping it into a sauce.

piece on HIV/AIDS modeling that 
I hope will be useful within the MIT
curriculum.”

It wasn’t easy getting the computer
systems into one of the poorest areas of
the world, but when Dr. Isihara and
Tesfai stepped off the plane in Addis
Ababa with 14 boxes of equipment, they
were viewed as an answer to prayer—a
sign from God to go ahead and start the
school.

The Tigrai Development Association
(TDA), a professional organization
founded in 1989, considers MIT to be
the primary method of fighting poverty
in this northern state.The TDA has done
a wide variety of development work and
the people are eager to improve their
living conditions.

“I was inspired by the dedication and
vision of the people who are building
orphanages, organizing HIV/AIDS
campaigns, staffing clinics in poor
communities, and constructing schools in

remote villages,” says Dr. Isihara.
At the top of all of this development is

MIT, which miraculously began classes
last December with 120 students and will
admit more when needs are met.
“Though MIT is officially secular, it
might be viewed as the brainchild of
Orthodox Christians, since the entire
board of the TDA is Orthodox
Christian,” says Dr. Isihara.“Their vision
for the school is to train technologically
astute leaders who will make a significant
difference in their fight against poverty.”

And it really is a fight. Possibly 11 to
15 million Ethiopians will die of
starvation within a year if they don’t get
massive aid.“Unless the country can raise
its level of production, this is always
going to be the case,” says Dr. Isihara.
“Without advanced technology it’s going
to be impossible.”

Obtaining computers for MIT was the
first hurdle.A fund-raising banquet
brought in $3.5 million in pledges, which
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Eventually the phrase becomes so

familiar it no longer conjures up

anything; the mind pays it no attention.

The slogan has died.

Perhaps the clearest examples of how

this works are our national motto,

“In God We Trust,” and the phrase “one

nation, under God” in our Pledge of

Allegiance. Some seem grateful that the 

courts have in general seen fit to 

uphold the constitutionality of these

phrases. But any such gratitude 

must be tempered by observing how 

the courts manage this conclusion. If

these theologically-charged phrases are

not to be “understood as conveying

government approval of particular

religious beliefs” (Justice O’Connor),

it’s only because they have been 

judicially determined to have “an

essentially secular meaning.” How could

such explicit God-language be 

deemed secular?  According to Justice

Brennan, these phrases “have lost 

through rote repetition any significant

religious content.” They have become

dead platitudes, no longer meaning what

their words say.

It’s not clear to me that this represents

any boon to theism in American 

culture. In fact, it probably represents 

the opposite. John Henry Newman 

once remarked,“Nothing is easier than

to use the word, and mean nothing 

by it.” Surely this carries some sober-

ing implications for several of the 

cherished bywords of Christian higher

education.

“Christ-centered education,” we say.

“The integration of faith and learning.”

“All truth is God’s truth.” Do these

familiar catchwords still mean anything? 

I want to use this space in the coming

issues to explore this question.Trying to

breathe new life into overworked

expressions is probably not worth the

candle, but I do think it’s important 

that the ideas these slogans have long

emphasized not be lost.We can if

necessary dispense with shopworn

expressions, but we must not forfeit the

ideas they were designed to convey.

Advertisers know a good slogan when

they see it.Along with being catchy and

memorable, it must convey something

important about the product it

represents. Advertising Age magazine

ranked these the top ten slogans of the

twentieth century: Diamonds are forever;

Just do it;The pause that refreshes;Tastes

great, less filling;We try harder; Good to the

last drop; Breakfast of champions; Does 

she . . . or doesn’t she?;When it rains, it

pours;Where’s the beef?

After years of having them drummed

into our ears, who could fail to connect

these famous slogans with DeBeers,

Nike,Avis, Coke, Maxwell House, or

Wendy’s? Yet it is also striking to see 

how many of these phrases are no longer

used.Why would companies abandon

such successful slogans?

The answer: even the best slogans

enjoy a limited shelf life.When first used

they strike the hearer as fresh; they

communicate something attractive about

the product. But with time and

repetition their effect begins to wear off.

The integration of faith and learning,”. . .

Do these familiar catchwords still mean anything?

“

Duane Litfin President



Student Center
Beamer

Todd M.the

Alumni and friends, students and parents,

faculty and staff, foundations and

corporations—even neighbors—gave gifts

ranging from $1.27 (from a six-year-old 

son of alumni) to $50,000. Large or small,

your gift counted. Thank you! 

Did you miss out on being part of the plan?  You can still participate.The $13.5 million begins

construction on the Beamer Student Center, but a total of $21.6 million is needed to complete it.

Reading Room

Gold Star Chapel

The Stupe

Office of Christian Outreach

Kuel Patio

Alumni Heritage presence

College Post Office

Bakery

Fireside Lounge

Student Activities Offices

YO U R  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 i s  now $ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

youdid it!
To date, $16.6 million has

been given to the

Todd M. Beamer Student

Center.

We asked you to be a part of the plan to

reach a goal of $13.5 million so

construction could begin on the Todd M.

Beamer Student Center.

Several generous individuals presented 

this challenge, which would move us 

to that goal: They would give $2 million

if you, together with others, would give 

$1 million before June 30.

You gave, and now the Beamer Student

Center will open its doors to students in

the fall of 2004.You have helped provide a

new, central activity hub on campus, a

place where future generations of students

can relax and grow in community.

On behalf of the 
entire Wheaton College family

Thank you!



Art of the Cross

Tramp art is a type of American

folk art that was popular from the

end of the Civil War to the 1930s.

Crown of Thorns is considered 

a form of tramp art, though it has

a different look from the notching

or pyramiding of most tramp art.

It employs a woodworking

technique of interlocking wooden

sticks that are notched to intersect

at right angles, forming joints 

and self-supporting objects. Its

prickly and transparent quality has

encouraged its association with

Jesus Christ’s crown of thorns.

Tramp art origins date to much

older carving and decorating

techniques originating in Germany

and Scandinavia. It is often

attributed to hobos, prisoners,

peddlers, or wander-burschen,

who were wandering German

apprentices. More likely, it was

just a hobby of working-class

artisans. Regardless of its origins,

it remains a striking expression 

of American folk art.

Crown of Thorns, tramp art
Frame with carved and painted crucifix,
Anonymous

from the collection of Wheaton College’s
Billy Graham Center Museum




