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GREETINGS FROM THE PROFESSOR OF MILITARY SCIENCE
Lieutenant Colonel Steve Kurczak

Class of 2018 at 
the U-505 Exhibit

Rolling Thunder 
Battalion Alumni, I 
hope this newslet-
ter finds you safe 
and well.  Please 
find comfort in 
the knowledge we 
pray for you all, 
especially those 
that remain de-
ployed or will soon 
deploy, with the 

spring and summer deployments the Army 
announced recently.  It is hard to believe it 
has been another year, time is just flying-by 
for me in this awesome position at this 
awesome program and institution.  Much 
like in the last newsletter, I hope to relate 
the year in review and preview what lies 
ahead. There is much we do to celebrate 
your legacy here in Chicagoland and across 
our nine school-program footprint.  The 

state of your legacy and your Army ROTC 
program is strong. Your professional 
successes as individuals in and out of the 
Army and around the world continue to 
put this ROTC program and your individual 
undergraduate institutions on the map.   I 
am halfway through my second year as 
Professor of Military Science and am awed 
and inspired every day by the caliber of our 
Cadet/student populations.  We saw 10 of 
our 22 Senior MSIV Cadets receive recog-
nition as Distinguished Military Students 
(top 20%) following Summer Advanced 
Camps in 2017.  Out of those 10, we had five 
awarded the prestige of being in the top 
10% of the nation’s Cadets this year as Dis-
tinguished Military Graduates.  All of our 
rising 2LTs this year assessed into the com-
ponent and branch of choice.  All but one 
got their first choice while one Cadet was 
assigned his second choice of branch.  All 
in all, Wheaton Cadets are represented 

well in the force again this commissioning 
year.  We saw our program ranked 46 out 
of 281 Army ROTC organizations nation-
wide, placing the RTB in the top 16% of all 
programs. 

Our Senior Cadet Staff ride and Capstone 
curriculum event was a weekend trip to 
Fort Riley and Fort Leavenworth Kansas at 
the end of February 2018 for the “Day in 
the life” of company grade officers across a 
host FORSCOM unit.  

This year the 1st Infantry Division Combat 
Aviation Brigade volunteered to host us. 
Our Cadets shared an awesome experi-
ence and interacted with current active 
duty officers and Soldiers as they shad-
owed their Friday schedule. We studied 
and toured the history and significance of 
Fort Leavenworth and we traveled back 
to campus that same weekend. This fall, 
our Ranger Challenge Varsity teams won 

Continued on next page



2 of 5ROTC NEWSLETTER  2017-2018

RANGER CHALLENGE – 
TASK FORCE & BRIGADE
by Cadet William McKinnon, Wheaton ’18

For years, the RTB Ranger Challenge 
program has driven Cadets to become 
Officers by challenging them to overcome 
their limits through teamwork, camaraderie, 
and professionalism. Recent history has 
been no exception. Over the past year, 
RTB RC has continued it’s winning legacy 
with first place finishes at the KU Buddy RC 
Competition and the Task Force Marseilles 
RC Competition. In addition, teams made 
the RTB name known with incredibly close 
second place finishes at the 3rd Brigade 
RC Competition and the Northern Warfare 
Competition. These events push cadets 
to their physical and mental limits, testing 
Cadet’s ability to depend on each other as 
members of a team. During these compe-
titions cadets will ruck anywhere between 
eight to twenty-three miles in a single day, 
carrying anywhere from thirty five to fifty 
five pounds. This physical stress creates a 
perfect opportunity to test Cadet’s mental 
agility; Cadets are tested on their knowl-

edge and implementation of weapons 
systems, their ability to perform Tactical 
Combat Casualty Care, their ability to in-
stall and utilize various rope systems, their 
survival craft, and their ability to coordinate 
and execute squad tactics.

But more importantly, Ranger Challenge 
remains a program where Cadets are made 
into better officers.  By introducing Cadets 
to their physical and mental limits, Ranger 
Challenge teaches cadets what it means to 
depend on a team. Cadets simultaneously 
learn how to carry more than their share 

of the burden and how to depend on their 
teammates when in need. The camaraderie 
in the RTB RC program is unlike any other 
in ROTC. Because of the heightened levels 
of commitment, RC cadets are driven clos-
er together, fostering strong mentorship 
across all Military Science levels. Almost 
a third of the Battalion tried out for RC 
this past year, speaking to the infectiously 
high morale within the program. It is due 
to these reasons that the Rolling Thunder 
Battalion Ranger Challenge Program can be 

proud of its tradition.  
 

at Task Force level while competing against 
all Illinois ROTC programs. They made it to 
regional competition for the 18th straight 
year. After a powerful performance, we 
took second place to Iowa State’s Ranger 
Challenge team, missing National Compe-
tition by seconds after the final ruck march 
event.  We will propose a few measures 
here at the college in order to improve 
some of our training facilities and better 
recognize our Ranger Challenge team. We 
propose to mirror other program’s success 
working with school athletic trainers before 
and during our competition weekends.  

Equally as impressive was our team’s 
performance during competition at this 
year’s Northern Warfare Challenge in La-
crosse, Wisconsin. With only three weeks 
of training, and without recent historical 
participation in the event, the RTB Ranger 
Challenge team faced serious competi-
tion. Nonetheless, they brought home the 

second place streamer, narrowly edged 
out by the host team UW-Lacrosse. The 
final margin was less than five minutes of 
overall time. This spring we plan to defend 
our co-ed title in the annual Buddy Ranger 
Competition hosted by Kansas University. 

We received a steady stream of Brigade 
competitive nominations allowing us to 
send Cadets to many Cadet Advanced 
Individual Training opportunities. This 
includes opportunities like Project GO, 
CULP, as well as CTLT and Army schools 
like Air Assault and Airborne.  This newslet-
ter includes articles written by current Ca-
dets describing their experiences and how 
they were broadened after attending last 
summer.  We foresee a strong rising Fresh-
man/MSI class arriving in the fall with 10 
promising National Scholarship awardees. 
Each student declared one of our pro-
gram’s schools as their future place of 
higher learning.  We also saw an increase in 

Wheaton College national interest in ROTC 
this year with over 45 High School ROTC 
scholarship applicants listing Wheaton as 
one of their top five schools they would 
attend if awarded a ROTC scholarship.

I personally want to thank all those who 
support the Rolling Thunder Battalion. I 
also want it known to all Alumni that you 
are more than welcome to come by and vis-
it the Battalion. We welcome you with open 
arms. We will continue to strive to produce 
excellent leaders and maintain the strong 
legacy that the Rolling Thunder Battalion 
was built on. Again, I wish safety and good 
well being to each and every one of you. 
Rolling Thunder Leads the Way!



I spent last semester in Amman, Jordan 
studying Arabic. I chose to go to Jordan 
because I thought it would be great to visit 
a place that would challenge my worldview 
and help me learn about a culture very dif-
ferent from my own. This was evident from 
day one. On my first night there, I landed 

at the airport around 2:00 am and by the 
time I got to my apartment to go to bed, I 
was woken up by the morning call to prayer. 
While I was there, I was able to immerse 
myself in the Jordanian way of life. I saw 
cultural wonders and antiquity sites I never 
imagined I would have the opportunity to 
see, including visiting the ancient city of 
Petra and floating on the Dead Sea. It was 
difficult to go into a place where the culture 
and way of life is so wildly different than 
my own, and it was challenging to navigate 
that space with limited skills in the Ara-
bic language. I learned a lot about myself 
and the world, and I expanded my Arabic 
skills dramatically. I made friends from all 
over the world, sampled exotic foods, and 
shared profound experiences with amazing 
people.

My time and experiences in Jordan have 
made a lasting impression on me, and I will 
always remember them. I explored ancient 
cities, star gazed in the desert, snorkeled 
in the Red Sea, camped in the mountains, 
hiked through valleys, swam in the Dead 
Seas, met plenty of camels, and discovered 
beautiful places in a beautiful city.
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STUDY ABROAD: JORDAN
by Cadet Michael Bartot, North Central College ’18

Over the course of the Fall 2017 semester 
I had the distinct privilege of serving as the 
Cadet Battalion Commander for the Rolling 
Thunder Battalion. The semester was 
filled with highs and lows–some expected, 
some unexpected. During this time, I felt 
my understanding of leadership was truly 
cemented. Though I feel that the Battalion 
made many great strides towards overall 
improvement during my time as Battalion 
Commander, I truly owe it to my class-
mates. Looking back on a semester of hard 
work with them, I am affirmed in the fact 
that a leader is only as good as his or her 
people, and I was blessed with getting to 
lead an abundance of talent and motiva-
tion in my class. During the semester, we 
conducted various events including a Field 

Training Exercise, a Veteran’s Day Ceremo-
ny, and two battalion-wide leadership labs 
at Lewis University.

More than anything, contributing towards 
the training of our Army’s future officers 
that reside in the RTB struck me the most. 
During my time at Advanced Camp I made 
connections with other Cadets that knew of 
our program. They all spoke of us as trust-
worthy and skilled Cadets. While partici-
pating in CTLT at Fort Bragg last summer, 
I remember hearing one of the Company 
Commanders rave about 1LT Yarian as an 
officer, an RTB alumnus that I had only ever 
briefly talked to. One of the officers in that 
battalion I was with spoke very highly of his 
BOLC classmate, 2LT Moore, who had been 
an MSIV at the RTB while I was an MSI.

Needless to say, the RTB has a rich legacy 
which I have been proud to be a part of. 
I was honored to watch our MSIs grow 
proficient in their tasks. The MSIIs be-
gan to develop their leadership abilities 
in practice, while the MSIIIs glimpse the 
proficient leaders they will become. I saw 
my MSIV classmates take the final steps 
towards becoming future officers that can 
both lead and manage in the complex Army 
of tomorrow. I remain excited to see what 
each and every one of them does with their 
futures, and I am honored that I was given 
the opportunity to lead them for even a 
small part of their RTB careers.

MEMOIRS OF A FORMER CADET BATTALION COMMANDER
by Cadet Jack Lausch, Wheaton ’18

Alumni Spotlight
Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Mark S. Inch 
graduated Wheaton College in 
1982. His last command position 
was serving as the Provost Marshal 
General of the Army, and Com-
manding General of the United 
States Criminal Investigation 
Command and Army Corrections 
Command. On August 1st, 2017 
he was named the head of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons in the 
Department of Justice.



Over this past summer, I had the opportunity 
to attend the Master Fitness Trainer School 
(MFT) at Ft. Jackson, South Carolina as well 
as Advanced Camp at Ft. Knox Kentucky. 
Master Fitness Trainer was a two week course 
that emphasized the future of Army physical 
fitness. The day was broken up into two parts. 
In the morning, we would have a one to two 
hour workout that was cadre led to show us 
the benefits of a proper workout plan as well 
as injury mitigation. In the afternoon, cadre 
would have a class portion that included topics 
such as nutrition and human anatomy. We also 
created a workout plan that coincided with our 
unit’s Mission Essential Task List (METL). Over-
all, it was a fantastic experience and would 
highly recommend attending the school if given the chance.

After my two weeks at MFT, I flew directly to Ft. Knox Kentucky to begin Advanced Camp. 
It was a total of 31 days of training and had a multitude of events including qualifying with a 
M4, land navigation, and ruck marches to name a few. The majority of camp was spent out 
in the field running a series of missions. We would run a mission in the morning that took 
several hours and after completion, our platoon would create a temporary camp called a 
patrol base. At the patrol base, we would receive our next mission and have time to plan 
for it. After completion of our afternoon mission, we would set up another patrol base that 
we would stay in for the night. The hot and humid environment along with the lack of sleep 
made camp difficult to complete, but the training served its purpose and it made me a 
better cadet because of it.

SENIOR CAPSTONE TRIP: THE U-505 SUBMARINE
By Hanna Walton, Wheaton ‘18
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CADET SUMMER TRAINING:  MASTER FITNESS 
TRAINER SCHOOL AND ADVANCED CAMP
 By Nicholas Malinowski , Lewis ’18

Class of 2018 
Branches
active duty
Armstrong, Natalie - ONU - MI
Bartot, Michael - North Central - MI  
   w/ Branch Detail CM
Blickle, Timothy - Wheaton - TC
Cowen, Mary - ONU - Nurse Corps
Gorbunov, Evgeny - Lewis - IN
Griffin, Leon - Lewis - IN
Jones, Kendall - Wheaton - MP
Lausch, Jack - Wheaton - MI
Malinowski, Nicholas - Lewis - AR
McKinnon, William - Wheaton - IN
Mlinarcik, John - Lewis - MP
Rummery, Katie - ONU - AV
Stanley, Michael - Wheaton - MS
Zelenka, Sophia - ONU - Nurse Corps

u.s army national guard
Beretta, Jameson - Aurora - CY
Guio, Caleb - ONU - AV
Martin, Joel - ONU - MP
VanWingerden, Sarah - Wheaton - MS

u.s army reserves
Wiley, Benjamin - North Central - MS

tbd
Estrada, Angelica - Lewis - EOCC
Matson, Lauren - ONU - Nurse Corps
Walton, Hanna - Wheaton - EOCC

For our first capstone trip we kept it close 
and simple and visited one of the greatest 
artifacts from WWII right here in Chicago—
the U-505 submarine. Although the idea of 
visiting a submarine for our Army ROTC 
capstone project may have seemed a 
stretch at first, we quickly realized that the 
story of this German submarine was full of 
relevance for our careers in the Army. 

We started out the experience with the 
movie Das Boot where we got a feel for 
what it was like to be on a German U-boat 
during WWII. Months spent hunting down 
Allied ships while being hunted by looming 
destroyers. At the museum, our general 

picture of the U-boat’s influence in WWII 
became clear in the specific example of 
U-505. Found by an elite team of planes 
and destroyers, the Americans had to find 
a way to capture the submarine without 
sinking it. The story is one of amazing cre-
ativity and courage as the Americans had 
to board and repair the sinking sub with 
no technical experience and in the face 
of booby traps. As we walked through the 
cramped corridors of U-505 the echoloca-
tion pings we heard in the movie sounded. 
In the claustrophobic passages it was easy 
to feel the terror and hopelessness evoked 
by each pulse.

It’s safe to say we all left with an apprecia-
tion of both the submarine and those that 
hunt them, as well as with an understanding 
of the complicated joint operations which 
are necessary to secure success on other 
fronts.
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PROJECT GO
By Hailey Hatter, Wheaton ’20

INTERESTED IN SUPPORTING THE ROLLING THUNDER BATTALION?

Option 1
You can write a check payable 
to Wheaton College and 
annotate on the memo section 
“Department of Military Science.” 

Please mail to: 
Advancement Department 
Wheaton College
501 College Avenue
Wheaton, IL, 60187-5593

Option 2
You can give online with a credit card. 
Go to: WHEATON.EDU/GIVING

 Scroll to the bottom and select the orange rectangle that says 
 “Make a Gift Today.”

 Enter your gift details into the form. When you come to the 
 heading titled “Designation Options,” please select the option, 
 “Give to area(s) of your choice.”

 In the window that pops up, scroll to the bottom and check the 
 option, “Other (Please specify designation in gift comment). 

 In the “Gift comment” field under the Designation Options heading, 
 type in “Department of Military Science.”

 Enter in your contact information and follow directions to complete 
 the donation.

Option 3 
You can call the Wheaton Col-
lege Advancement Department 
at 1.800.525.9906 during 
normal business hours central 
time and make a credit card 
donation. Please make sure you 
indicate that it is for the De-
partment of Military Science.

This summer, I received a Project 
GO scholarship to study Russian 
for eight weeks at Indiana Univer-
sity’s Summer Language Workshop 
(also known as SWSEEL), one of 
the top civilian summer language 
programs in the country. Having 
never studied Russian before, I 
was excited about the opportunity to learn 
a new language, but doubtful that anyone 
could fit two semesters’ worth of language 
learning into two months. It only took the 
first week of SWSEEL for me to realize 
how mistaken I was, as my classmates and 
I transitioned from being unable to read 
the alphabet on Monday, to writing legibly 
in the Russian equivalent of cursive by 
Friday. Though I was thrilled by my rapid 
improvement, it was by no means easy. We 
spent four to seven hours in class each 
day, relentlessly drilling grammar, pronun-
ciation, and vocabulary, only to return to 
our dorms at night for two hours or so of 
homework. The never-ending barrage of 
Russian brought new meaning to the word 
“intensive,” but it got results, and fast: 
I soon found myself more comfortable 
speaking and reading Russian than any of 
the languages I had previously studied, 

even though I’d spent multiple semesters 
learning them. The most exciting moment 
for me happened in the last week of class-
es, when my classmates and I were given 
a page from Notes from the Underground, 
by Dostoevsky, whose writing is notoriously 
difficult in its original language. With only 
minimal help from our instructor, we were 
able to correctly translate and interpret 
from the Russian original, an accomplish-
ment I never would have thought possible 
at the beginning of the workshop. Though 
my eight weeks at IU were challenging, 
the knowledge and competency I gained 
in Russian are invaluable, and I hope to 
continue learning more about Russia and 
the Russian language both in my personal 
studies and in future cultural experiences. 
The Army needs officers who are proficient 
in critical languages, and my time in Project 
GO helped me take the first steps toward 
that goal.  

Upcoming 
RTB Events
5 May 2018 
Commissioning
Olivet Nazarene University

6 May 2018
Commissioning
Wheaton College and Aurora

21 May 2018
Commissioning
Lewis University

9 Jun 2018 
Commissioning
North Central College

Ranger Challenge Cadets took 2nd Place 
in this years Northern Warfare Challenge in 
Wisconsin out of 24 teams
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