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Our Mission
The Office of Christian Outreach equips students to learn from, serve alongside, 
and partner with communities and organizations around the world in the 
redemptive work of the gospel.

Greetings from the Director  
of the Office of Christian Outreach!

Thanks to my colleagues in the Wheaton College Marketing 
and Communications Department, the Office of Christian 
Outreach is excited to share our very first official newslet-
ter. Partnering with different stakeholders across campus 
reminds me of the beauty that exists when the body of Christ 
collaborates to advance His Kingdom. Collaboration however, 
can be challenging even for followers of Christ in our in-
creasingly global world. Realizing this, the Office of Christian 
Outreach prays that our student leaders grow in self and other 
awareness as well as to discern Christ in all things in order to 
lead with humility, love and the power of the Spirit’s guidance. 
Our desire is to encourage Wheaton students to live more fully 
integrated into the redemptive work of the gospel happening 
all around them. 

This newsletter will be primarily dedicated to our Summer 
Programs, specifically Global Urban Perspectives, Youth 
Hostel Ministry, and Student Ministry Partners, to highlight 

God’s powerful work 
through these student 
organizations as well as 
to raise awareness of 
our fundraising needs. 
You will read testimo-
nies of life transfor-
mation from student 
leaders as part of the 
qualitative data we 
have collected over the 
years. As you read their 
reflections, we invite 
you to join us in God’s 
redemptive work of 
the gospel by donating 
to Summer Programs. 
Your donation will not 
only support expenses 
related to service and 
ministry opportunities 
that benefit the holistic 
formation of students, 
but will also support 
our community and or-
ganizational partners 
who further advance 
their own God-given 
missions by integrating 
Wheaton students into 
their work. 

Thank you for sup-
porting the Office of 
Christian Outreach! 

Your Partner in the 
Gospel,

Yulee Lee
Director of the Office of 
Christian Outreach

https://www.wheaton.edu/life-at-wheaton/student-development-offices/christian-outreach/
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
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From the Desk of 
the OCO’s Assistant 
Director of Summer 
Programs

CORRIE JOHNSON
Assistant Director of Summer Programs, 

Office of Christian Outreach

In Fall 2018, we spent many hours inter-
viewing, selecting, and placing student 
participants with our global partners 
for summer 2019. We spent a weekend in 
January at our Kick-Off Retreat devel-
oping team unity while also engaging in 
conversations that will guide us to be 
humble and thoughtful participants in 
God’s missional and redemptive work in 
the world. Throughout this semester, our 
participants have taken part in challeng-
ing yet inspiring topics through weekly 
orientation sessions and small groups. We 
look forward to the rest of training season 
together as our speakers seek to catalyze 
conversations that compel us toward 
truth characterized by the gospel. 

$185,000 
PROJECT BUDGET 

$65,231
RECEIVED TO DATE 

$119,769 
OUTSTANDING  
NEED BY 5/31

GIVING
If you would like to donate online, 
please visit Summer Ministries to make 
a gift. You can designate your gift 
toward “Student Ministry Partners,” 
“Youth Hostel Ministry,” or “Global 
Urban Perspectives.”

Financial
Update

We wait eagerly and expectantly for the 
summer, but also for our students to return 
so that we can learn from their experiences 
and encounters. We recognize that there 
will be points of celebration and difficulty, 
but trust even in the difficulty that our 
students will lean into these experiences, 
allowing the Spirit to work through them; 
bearing fruit in His time and reminding 
them that He chose them with great 
purpose. We also anticipate the wealth of 
knowledge and wisdom that they will gain 
from our brothers and sisters in these 
various communities. 

This year, Youth Hostel Ministry (YHM) 
will be sending out 19 students to hostels 
in Amsterdam, Netherlands; Bergen, Nor-
way; Santiago, Spain; and Tauranga, New 
Zealand. Student Ministry Partners (SMP) 
will be sending out 16 students to Eastern 
Europe, Israel/Palestine, Ecuador, Hong 
Kong/Cambodia and Peru. Finally, Global 
Urban Perspectives (GUP) will be sending 
out two students to Chicago, Illinois to 
work with Sunshine Gospel Ministries and 
one student to Manila, Philippines with 
Intervarsity’s Global Urban Trek. The 
Office of Christian Outreach appreciates 
the prayers and financial support for these 
students and the ministry of YHM, SMP, 
and GUP.

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
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Several weeks before this school year started, 
my cabinet and I set out to establish a mind-
set that would orient and inspire all of our ac-
tions. We wanted to not only raise awareness 
of urban issues, we wanted to empower the 
students of Wheaton College. Many times we 
are left with the questions, “How can I help? 
What does this mean for me?” As a cabinet, 
we wanted to provide an answer to these 
questions that is sustainable. 

Our verse for the year is Hebrews 10:23-
25. In light of what the author of Hebrews 
is saying, we want to act with convictions 
about justice and mercy. We want to “hold 
fast” to what we believe is good and true. 
My cabinet and I hope to pass this down to 
students doing GUP this summer and in 
the years to come. We have some exciting 
years ahead of us, and we want to establish 
a good foundation with hearts committed to 
justice, truth, and above all, love. 

Reflections on 
Global Urban 
Perspectives

STUDENT SNAPSHOT
Kathleen Johnson,  
Global Urban Perspectives ’18

During my time here in LA this summer, 
I’ve realized the huge privilege of having 
emotional and intellectual space in my mind 
to actively care about so many broader issues 
like the environment.  For people who take 
a 2-hour bus to work 7 days a week, share a 
small studio apartment with 4 other people, 
and still barely make enough to make ends 
meet, it is entirely understandable that they 
might not all think as hard about the effects 
of things like throwing trash on the ground 
instead of in a trash can.  Families in this 
community already have so much to deal 
with, and it is nothing but prideful and naïve 
for me to blame someone for throwing their 
trash on the ground when their minds are full 
of figuring out how to survive and take 
care of their families.

If the world is going to have much hope of 
life becoming better for the majority, it is 

Currently, future GUP’ers are in the midst 
of orientations surrounding the topics of 
spiritual disciplines, self-care, and navigat-
ing cultural differences. One of our GUP 
students is also currently doing Wheaton 
in Chicago, so our other participants have 
been making trips out to visit one another 
and get to know each other. We are hearing 
exciting testimonies about the work God is 
doing now in order to prepare our students 
for a summer of learning this year! We trust 
that God is faithful and going before to 
make a way for our students to learn and 
grow in their love for Him, for people, and 
the cities that we live in. 

Anna Horton
Global Urban Perspectives Chair ’18-’19 

going to require 
that those who 
have money to 
give it, those who 
have time to spend 
it, and those who 
have gifts to use 
them to help those 
who are living in 
difficult circum-
stances.  Because 
we live in such an 
individualistic 
culture, it becomes 
easy to think that 
because I have 
not directly done 
something to harm a person experiencing 
poverty, then I am not responsible. But 
perhaps if we thought of ourselves in a 
more collective manner, then we would be 
more likely to realize that of course it is no 
one single person’s responsibility, but all 
of ours to invest in change.  I am not trying 
to say that those of us with privileges are 
somehow better or more capable and 
therefore we ought to help those who can-
not help themselves—perhaps that kind of 
thinking is exactly the issue. It’s because we 
are NOT better, because in fact all people 
are valuable but not everyone is valued by 
the structures of our society that we ought 
to care and move towards change for those 
who don’t get the chance.  

And yet we-myself-included-live such 
comfortable lives, content in our plenty 
and counting it as generous to give so 
much less than we could than if we were 
willing to deeply sacrifice for those who 
suffer. These thoughts are much of the 
reason this trip has been hard—because 
I am convicted of these things.  I am 
realizing that the life that our Christian 
culture tells us is normal and okay is 
not the life that brings radical change 
for those who suffer.  But if God’s heart 
beats for that radical change for those 
who suffer, then it must be that the way 
Christian culture permits us to live is not 
the way God asks us to live.

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
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We are called to freedom—each one of us. 
Yet how often do we live and serve from 
this place of freedom? As a matter of fact, 
service can often feel like an obligation and 
compassion feel like a duty. Therefore, we 
have chosen Galatians 5:13-14 as our verse 
for this year: 

 “For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another. 

For the whole law is fulfilled in one 
word: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.”

It is our hope that this summer students 
serve, not out of a sense of obligation, but out 
of the deep freedom they have been given in 
Jesus Christ. We hope students will take ev-
ery opportunity to humble themselves in ser-
vice, not out of duty, but from a place of great 
joy. We hope students use their freedom, not 
for the flesh, but for hospitality, love, and 
humility wherever they are this summer.

Reflections on 
Student Ministry 
Partners

STUDENT SNAPSHOT
Lora Boll, Student Ministry Partners ’18 

(Southeast Asia)

As we began our final week in the city that 
had become our home for the summer, we 
realized what a privilege it had been to be a 
part of this movement. When we began this 
journey, we had no idea we were going to the 
city that had THE most unreached people 
groups than any other city in the WORLD…
and it took us the entire trip to even begin 
to understand how significant that is. 

Because religion is so deeply embedded in 
the culture, initiating a spiritual conver-
sation or talking about one’s faith is not 
uncomfortable or offensive. Students are 
easy to talk to, willing to share and open to 
listen. As a result, we have gotten to share 
the gospel more in 5 weeks than we have 
in our entire lives. After sharing the story 
of Jesus’ life I usually ask, “Have you ever 

We have already seen students exhibit these 
postures as they engage in weekly orienta-
tion meetings. In these meetings, speakers 
have discussed topics regarding traveling 
well, discipleship, self-care, cultural differ-
ences, spiritual practices, etc. We have also 
seen students exhibit postures of love and 
compassion in their weekly small group 
meetings where they have begun to build 
relationships with their team members.

It has been a great joy to walk alongside 
these students, and I am beyond excited 
for the ministry opportunities they each 
have this summer. I pray that each student 
serves out of the deep joy and freedom that 
can only be found in Jesus Christ. From this 
freedom, may they make the daily choice to 
love their neighbor both across the street 
and overseas.  

Laurelyn White
Student Ministry Partners Chair ’18-’19 

heard that before?” 
Almost EVERY time 
the answer is no. Seeing 
someone shake their 
head ‘no’ is a feeling I 
will never get used to. It 
is in those tender mo-
ments I realize the privi-
lege it is to tell someone 
for the very first time 
why Jesus died on the 
cross…and it brings me 
to tears every time. 

In a conversation with a 
19 year old college student, I asked, “Is your 
god a personal god? Does he know you?” 
She replied, “Oh no, he is not personal. He 
doesn’t even know I exist.” My heart broke. 
Her eyes filled with tears as I shared with 
her about the Shepherd who KNOWS us and 
longs to be with us. 

Each person we have met, each conversa-
tion, each way the Lord drew someone to 
himself contained a distinct story worth 
sharing. It is these conversations that con-
tinue to give us hope for this city. It is these 
moments that renew our trust in a sovereign 
God who still has a heart for the nations. 

We have realized that this movement is so 
much bigger than us or our five weeks here. 

It is a movement that started before we got 
here and will continue after we are gone. It 
is a movement that started with Jesus and 
will continue until His return. 

Each of us knows the greatest story ever 
told, the story of God redeeming His 
children, a story of infinite importance. 
Yet across the world and across the street 
are people who don’t know this story or its 
significance in their own lives. We have the 
ability to share this story with them. We join 
God in this work, not the other way around. 
He is the prime Mover, whose plans are high 
above ours. In our moments of weakness, 
discomfort, and doubt, He shows His glory, 
and we worship, for Jesus is LORD!

student ministry

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
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YHM is dedicated to sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ by listening, accepting, 
serving, and sharing. This ministry is about 
believing in the holiness of each and every 
soul we encounter as we serve them pan-
cakes or even just catch a glimpse of their 
face as they walk by on the street. It’s about 
saying “yes” to wait for four hours in line to 
see the Anne Frank house with a guest sim-
ply because they offered the invitation. It’s 
about the time we share space in crowded 
transportation, the days we camp out in the 
mountains or run through the rain with fel-
low travelers, and the nights we stay up too 
late talking with them in the hostel cafe. “All 

moments are key moments,” as Frederick 
Buechner would say. 

It’s in these moments that we “join the 
Holy Spirit in welcoming the traveling 
community to encounter Jesus,” as our 
vision statement says. This summer, we 
are sending 19 students in teams to four 
locations: Amsterdam, Netherlands; Bergen, 
Norway; Santiago, Spain; and Tauranga, 
New Zealand. Each team will either work in 
a Christian hostel for the summer, run their 
own hostel together, stay in various hostels 
as they travel, or walk the Camino and work 
in a Welcome Center for travelers. 

Reflections on Youth 
Hostel Ministry

STUDENT SNAPSHOT
Packard Rozzi, Youth Hostel Ministry ’18

This summer has been a molding experi-
ence for me, and I’m sure it has been for the 
rest of our team. There are many things 
that have been on my mind these past few 
weeks, but the one thing that has stuck 
with me is the topic of how to love people 
well when you don’t necessarily want to.

At home when I am tired or irritated, I am 
usually able to escape to do whatever I 
want to do, to be selfish, to avoid the hard 
things. On this trip, it has not been the 
case. All of the hard things that I wanted 
to ignore were right there in front of me 
every day because my team and I have 
constantly been together. We had to have 

Throughout the semester, these teams have 
been attending weekly meetings to prepare 
for their summer. In these meetings, the 
participants have learned about traveling 
well, sharing their faith, practicing self care, 
and being hospitable with their life. This 
year our focus is on being devoted in prayer; 
we ask that you would join us in praying for 
God to “open a door for our message,” that 
we “may proclaim it clearly,” and that we 
would “make the most of every opportunity” 
(Colossians 4:2-6). Our prayer is for each 
participant involved and for each traveler we 
encounter this summer to be welcomed into 
many areas of newness. New friendships, 
new passions, new challenges, new healing, 
new mistakes, new hope, new understand-
ing, new dreams, new plans, new travels, new 
prayers. Thank you deeply for all the ways 
you have been and are supporting us.

Maddie Vonk
Youth Hostel Ministry Chair ’18-’19 

hard conversations and confrontation to 
help ourselves understand each other and 
love each other better. 

Traveling for most of the summer was fast 
paced and felt, at points, like we never 
stopped. While it was enjoyable and an 
amazing experience, it was taxing on me 
and the team in ways we’ve never experi-
enced before. There were times that I was 
tired or irritated and I did not want to love 
the people I was with. I had become frus-
trated with the situation, the community, 
and the team. 

Through long conversations with the 
team, I was able to realize the root of the 
frustration was that I wanted things to go 
my way when I needed to love people the 
way that God has loved me. God’s love is 
patient, consistent, and persistent, but 
that is something I want to strive to have. 
Loving people when we are tired is vital to 
a strong relationship or friendship and for 
our relationship with God. It is necessary 
to continue to pursue God when we are 

tired or it seems He is absent or silent. 
It has been important to be available 
in Pilgrim House, whether we are just a 
smiling face or having deep spiritual con-
versations. We need to consistently show 
people love even when we don’t feel like it.

Loving people the way God has loved me 
is something that I hope to bring back 
home to my family, friends, and even 
people I don’t know. This has been a place 
of eye-opening experiences, learning, and 
growth for me, and I am truly thankful to 
have had this opportunity which was much 
more than I ever imagined it would be.

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
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We recently surveyed over 
100 Wheaton College alumni 
who went on summer 
ministry trips through the 
Office of Christian Outreach 
as undergraduate students. 
Here’s what we learned. 

OUR RESPONDENTS WERE 
ASKED: “HOW HAS YOUR 
INVOLVEMENT IN SUMMER 
MINISTRIES IMPACTED YOUR 
FAITH?”
“My SMP experience greatly impacted my 
faith… it gave me a greater sense of oneness 
with Christians around the world.”

“I gained a huge understanding and heart 
for racial reconciliation and the whole 
spectrum of urban ministry.”

“That experience solidified my belief in the 
efficacy of prayer, the desire that God has 
to bring those who are far away into His 
family, and the reality of that family as an 
alternative, trans-cultural society.”

“I learned Christianity crosses race and 
culture. The best way to break down barri-
ers is personal relationships.”

“(YHM) was... the most life-changing event 
I’ve ever had.” 

“It gave me a broader world view and love 
for people without faith in God.”

“Working with the OCO helped my faith spe-
cifically by giving me space to grow and see 
new sides of God and His people… and to 
look for opportunities to bring His kingdom 
in any situation/setting/location, whether 
by serving, planning, preparing, or sitting 
quietly.” 

(YHM) “helped me to see that the kingdom 
of God was much bigger than my own little 
world.”

“I learned from that summer about faith 
and dependence on God for everything! I 
learned about spiritual warfare and how the 
Lord is the victor in the midst of it. I learned 
that He uses our gifts, no matter how small, 
to impact His Kingdom.”

“YHM changed how I look at everything… 
I used to fear unbelievers and worry about 
how I could convince them to trust Christ. 
Through the experience of YHM and being 
watchful for who God put in our paths 
each day, I’ve learned to have open eyes 
for opportunities and people that God has 
placed in my life to shine Christ’s light. God 
faithfully showed up that summer of YHM, 
and it deepened my faith in how He will 
provide and guide if we will seek His face and 
call on Him.” 

“I still think about my experience with SMP 
in 1987, the things I learned, the people I 
met, and how God moved. It’s an understate-
ment to say SMP had a lasting, powerful 
impact on my life.”

13%

22%

23%

16%

20%

6%

OUR RESPONDENTS 
WENT ON THEIR 
SUMMER TRIP WITH 
THE OCO    
YEARS AGO.
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OUR RESPONDENTS WERE 
ASKED: “HOW HAS YOUR 
INVOLVEMENT IN SUMMER 
MINISTRIES IMPACTED YOUR 
VOCATION?”
“The SMP trip to Zimbabwe after freshman 
year impacted me for Africa. Africa got 
under my skin and I soon realized I wanted 
to return to somewhere in sub-Saharan Af-
rica… twenty-five years later, it happened 
and I am living in Nairobi… I am interacting 
and conversing daily with the precious 
Kenyans and feel that my life is making a 
difference.” 

“Living out my faith in a daily setting was 
something that I learned from the mission-
aries and still try to do today.”

“My involvement with YHM for three sum-
mers has directly impacted my vocation. I 
have spent close to 10 years of my life pursu-
ing a work among travelers and backpackers 
- a journey that started with my first YHM 
trip 20 years ago.”

“I LOVE having people in our home. It re-
minds me of the ministry of hospitality that 
we experienced and learned to practice on 
YHM. I feel like I am doing that same thing—
welcoming travelers, asking questions about 
their faith and learning about their thoughts 
and needs—every time we have someone 
over.” 

“Our years on YHM had a direct influence in 
revealing to us the Lord’s calling to work 
with travelers and show hospitality.” 

“The combination of exposure to so many 
different people and cultures and the expe-
rience of God’s heart for those people has 
influenced how I interact with clients and 
co-workers to a very great extent.” 

“I often apply the same principles of YHM 
in my day to my job… it is easy for me to talk 
to my coworkers about my faith.”

“YHM… put in me a restlessness that even-
tually led me to teaching internationally 
and then work for an internationally-reach-
ing nonprofit for seven years.”

“My summer with SMP… was one more expe-
rience that ultimately led to the decision to 
become a missionary. I distinctly remem-
bered the joy-filled lives of the mission-
aries I met during that summer with SMP 
and desired to have that same joy in my own 
professional life.” 

“SMP and YHM motivated me to become 
involved in overseas missions. I’ve never re-
gretted it. Over the past 35 years I’ve been 
able to see five African Bibles completed and 
a number of New Testaments.”

“SMP had a huge impact on my vocation. 
I fell in love with Turkey and the people 
there… My interest in Turkey led me to my 
current job in international and domestic 
religious liberty.” 

“SMP specifically helped me identify where 
I wanted to serve beyond college.” 

“It gave me a heart to serve other cul-
tures… It taught me to be culturally sensi-
tive and be a missionary right here at home.” 

“My involvement in YHM grounded my 
choice to follow God into whatever He 
wanted of me… I married another YHMer 
and we have been in inner-city or interna-
tional full time ministry ever since.” 

“Serving on a summer trip with GUP to 
Uganda was an important stepping stone 
on the way to doing development work in 
a professional capacity. Certainly, GUP 
instilled in me a sense of the importance 
of understanding urban issues, particu-
larly inter-ethnic conflict in cities and the 
plight of the poor.”

OUR RESPONDENTS 
NOW LIVE IN...
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The ministries of the Office of Christian  
Outreach need your support.

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=80.82.81&bledit=1
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1156/donate/donate.aspx?sid=1156&gid=1&pgid=1068&cid=2247&dids=143&bledit=1
https://www.facebook.com/WheatonOCO
https://www.instagram.com/wheatonoco/
https://www.wheaton.edu/life-at-wheaton/student-development-offices/christian-outreach/

