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FOOTSTEP MINISTRIES
2308 York Court | Carrollton, TX 75006 | 972.418.6103

Info@FootstepMinistries.org | FootstepMinistries.org

Walking Where the Word was Written

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
• Five star hotels with deluxe and premium deluxe categories

• Devotional insights from Wheaton College president,  
Dr. Philip Ryken 

• Four nights in Florence at the Westin Excelsior Hotel, with 
visits to the Academia and Uffizi Galleries

• A Tuscan cooking class in San Gimignano

• One night in an Umbrian villa in the countryside of Assisi

• Three nights in Rome at the Westin Excelsior Hotel, with 
visits to Vatican City, St. Peter’s Basilica, the Colosseum, and 
the Catacombs

• Three nights at the Santa Caterina on the Amalfi Coast, with 
visits to Pompeii (optional excursion)

• Meals as indicated in the itinerary, covering the range of 
authentic Italian cuisine

• Air-conditioned motor coach

• All taxes, fees, tips, and entrance fees to museums and sites 
included

• Expert, on-site lectures from Dr. David Sparks ’75 

ABOUT OUR TOUR 
Wheaton College is delighted to host its 18th tour with 
Footstep Ministries. As president of Footstep Ministries, the 
Rev. Dr. David Sparks ’75 along with his wife Elizabeth Iliadou 
Sparks, a Greek native, have conducted more than 100 tours 
to Italy, Greece, Turkey, and Israel. Dr. Sparks is an experienced 
Bible teacher whose passion is to make the Word come 
alive by exploring it in its historical context so that travelers 
return home with a renewed faith and strengthened witness. 
Elizabeth’s heritage is from Greece, providing her a unique 
perspective on Mediterranean cultures.
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ollege tour of Italy
hosted by President Philip Ryken and M

rs. Lisa Ryken

Dear Friend,

It is my distinct privilege and 
absolute pleasure to invite you to 
join me, my wife Lisa, and other 
members of the Wheaton College 
family for a once-in-a-lifetime 
journey to Italy. 

I can hardly wait. This will be our 
first trip to Italy—a country that for 

many years has been at the top of my list of countries 
that I hope to visit someday. 

Rome. Florence. Pompeii. The Amalfi Coast. Need I say 
more?  

Our trip will be led by Wheaton alumnus Dr. David 
Sparks and his wife Elizabeth Iliadou Sparks. Their 
knowledge of biblical history and love for the Italian 
Renaissance will make this a dynamic learning 
experience. I hope and expect to come away from our 
trip with fresh insight into the book of Romans and a 
deeper understanding of Italian art.  

I also know that our time with old and new friends will 
refresh our spirits. Kingdom connections made through 
Wheaton College run unusually deep. The opportunity 
to travel, learn, worship, and play together will help forge 
friendships that are destined to last for eternity.  

As Lisa and I look forward to sharing this unique travel 
experience with Wheaton alumni, parents, and friends, 
we very much hope that you will join us.

 Warmly,
 

Philip Ryken 
President



DAY 1  
Depart USA/Arrive Florence

DAY 2  
Arrive Florence 
We arrive in Florence and check into the Westin Excelsior 
Hotel in the heart of this amazingly preserved Renaissance city 
for our welcome reception and dinner. (D)

DAY 3  
Florence
After our morning orientation, we set out to explore the 
Renaissance from its roots at the nearly 1,000-year-old 
baptistery and the Duomo with its magnificent dome designed 
by Brunelleschi. After seeing Michelangelo’s David in the 
Academia, we enjoy a stroll through the many festive piazzas.  
(B, L, D)

DAY 4  
Tuscany & San Gimignano
Today we visit the Tuscan countryside and 
the hilltop village of San Gimignano with its 
medieval architecture, unique with its well 
preserved tower houses. We then put on 
our aprons for a Tuscan cooking class with 
chef Giuseppina, who will guide us in making 
handmade pasta according to the time-honored 
Italian traditions. (B, D)

DAY 5 
Florence
We visit the center of Florentine political life at the Piazza 
Signoria where we see the outdoor sculptures of Donatello 
before entering the renowned Uffizi Galleries with the works 
of Botticelli, Martini, and Da Vinci. At the Basilica of Santa 
Croce, we visit the final resting place of Michelangelo, Galileo, 
Machiavelli, and Rossini. (B, D)

DAY 6 
Assisi & Umbria
In Assisi we focus on the life of St. Francis as we visit his home 
town and burial place, the Basilica of San Francesco with 
its frescos painted by the proto-renaissance artist, Giotto. 
Reflecting upon his life, we set aside time for prayer in one of 
the basilica’s many chapels. We check into our Umbrian villa for 
an enjoyable overnight. (B, D)

DAY 7 
Rome
Arriving in Rome, we spend the afternoon in the expansive 
Vatican Museum, exploring the Raphael Rooms to see 
The School of Athens and the amazingly stunning Sistine 
Chapel with its frescoes of Genesis and the Last Judgment. 
Our afternoon concludes at St. Peter’s Basilica housing 
Michelangelo’s Pieta. (B, L, D)

DAY 8 
Rome
During the days of the Flavian Emperors the Colosseum was 
added to the cityscape of Rome. After visiting this site of ancient 
gladiatorial contests, we follow the Sacred Way through the Roman 
Forum. The afternoon brings us to the Pantheon before we soak up 
the beauty of the Trevi Fountain and Piazza Navona. (B)

DAY 9 
Rome
Our day begins with a visit to the Catacombs. While there we will 
celebrate Holy Communion as we recall the countless Christians 
who gave their lives for the sake of the Gospel. We then visit the 
Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls, built by Emperor Constantine 
over the tomb of the Apostle Paul. After a free afternoon in Rome, 
we end with a farewell dinner. (B, D)

DAY 10  
Depart Rome / Arrive USA
We hope your visit to Italy has fulfilled your expectations on every 
level and we look forward to traveling with you again soon! 

 
or continue on an extension 

 TO THE AMALFI COAST  

DAY 10  
Amalfi Coast Extension 
Not to be missed is the stunningly beautiful Amalfi coastline. En route 
we visit Pompeii as we see this well-preserved Roman city buried 
in ash with the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79. Arriving in Amalfi, we 
marvel at our luxurious seaside view of the Italian coastline.  (B, L, D)

DAY 11  
Amalfi
Several options await you. Sail along the 
Amalfi coastline and on to the picturesque 
island of Capri, or stroll through the 
gardens of Villa Cimbrone in the World 
Heritage Town of Ravello. Enjoy the seaside 
setting of Amafi and visit the Church of St. 
Andrew with its Romanesque bell-tower. (B)

DAY 12  
Amalfi
Our final day is a day of leisure for you to reflect upon your 
wonderful experiences as well as soak up one last day of enchanting 
Italy in an idyllic setting. We join together for our final festive 
farewell dinner and say “arrivederci” to our Italian experience. (B, D)

DAY 13
Depart Naples/Arrive USA 
We hope your visit to Italy has fulfilled your expectations on every 
level and we look forward to traveling with you again soon! 

This tour is priced based on a minimum of 35 paying participants and is subject to change only 
in the event of significant currency fluctuations (1 Euro > 1.3 U.S. Dollar).

INCLUDED IN PRICE: Shared double room in five star hotels; daily meals as indicated in 
itinerary; transportation and entrance fees to sights, museums, and activities listed in itinerary; 
taxes and gratuities.

NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE: Single room supplement: $2,150/deluxe, $2,390/premium; 
increases in the airline tax/fuel surcharge; additions/changes to standard program; individual 
transfers; travel insurance; coffee and drinks; excess baggage. Flights from Chicago (ORD) will 
be available in early December, 2016.

RESERVATION AND DEPOSIT: A non-refundable deposit of $750 per person is required at 
the time of reservation. The balance is due no later than May 1, 2017. For reservations received 
after this date, payment must also include a $100 per person late booking fee.

TRANSFERS: Group transport between airport and hotel is included for those participating in 
group flights. Those who request changes from standard program and who do not arrive with 
the group are responsible for their own transfers.

LUGGAGE: Limit of one suitcase and one carry on per person; porterage is for one suitcase 
only. Carry-on luggage is the responsibility of passengers.

FLIGHT TIMES: Subject to change by airlines without advance notice. In this event, Footstep 
Ministries of Carrollton, TX reserves the right to shorten or lengthen the itinerary accordingly 
and, whenever possible, you will be notified in writing. If changes necessitate extra overnights, 
you will be charged $250 per night per person, single rooms $300 per person.

CANCELLATION FEES: Footstep Ministries must receive all cancellation and refund requests 
in writing. All cancellations are subject to an administration fee of $750 per person if received 
on or before May 1, 2017; 25% of tour price if received between May 2, 2017 and August 7, 
2017; 75% of tour price if received between August 8, 2017 and September 2, 2017; and 100% 
of tour price on or after September 2, 2017. No-shows or cancellations after date of departure 
receive no refund whatsoever.

INSURANCE: Tour participants are highly recommended to purchase insurance for trip 
cancellation, trip interruption, accident, sickness and/or loss of baggage and personal 
effects. Insurance can be quoted and purchased from the Footstep Ministries website, 
FootstepMinistries.org. You will also find this link on the Tour Registration page of the 
Footstep Ministries website.

DOCUMENTATION: U.S. citizens require a valid passport. The traveler assumes complete and 
full responsibility for, and hereby releases FM, Inc. and Wheaton College (WC) from any duty 
of checking and verifying any and all passports, visa, vaccination or other entry requirements for 
each destination, and all safety and security conditions during the proposed travel. As passport 
policies often change, please check with the U.S. State Department for all overseas travel 
passport requirements, including expiration date requirements for travel to the European Union.

TRAVELING IN COMMUNITY: By participating in a Wheaton College-sponsored tour, 
participants recognize and understand that the Wheaton College Community Covenant, found 
online at www.wheaton.edu/about-wheaton/community-covenant serves as a guide and 
outlines the expectations for traveling well together.

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY: Footstep Ministries (FM) and Wheaton College (WC), 
and their associated companies shall not be held responsible for any wrongful or negligent acts 
or omissions by any supplier or other party not directly owned or controlled by FM & WC, or 
by the failure of any equipment operated by any such supplier or other party. FM & WC, shall 
not be liable for any loss, injury, or damage to person, property or otherwise, in connection 
with any accommodations, transportation, or other services, resulting directly or indirectly from 
any acts of God, dangers incident to the sea, fire, breakdown of machinery or equipment, acts 
of government of other authorities, wars whether or not declared, hostilities, civil disturbances, 
strikes, riots, thefts, pilferages, epidemics, quarantines, medical or customs regulations, defaults, 
delays or cancellations of or changes to itineraries or schedules. Neither FM nor WC, nor 
any of its affiliates or subsidiaries shall be or become liable or responsible for any additional 
expenses of liability sustained or incurred by the tour member as a result of any of the 
aforementioned causes. FM & WC are released from any and all claims and causes of actionthat 
a tour participant my hold for personal injury, property damage or wrongful death, arising 
out of participation in tour activities. FM & WC do not have special knowledge regarding 
the hazards of medical procedures in any location, suitability of medical travel for any person, 
financial condition of any supplier, unsafe conditions, health hazards, weather hazards, political 
conditions, or climate extremes at locations to which you may travel. FM & WC responsibility 
to passengers carried in vehicles and aircraft for transfer and excursions and tours is governed 
by the laws of the respective countries in which the tours take place and no other country. 
All claims against FM & WC must be made within 30 days of travel and are subject only to 
the jurisdiction of the courts of the country in which the cause of action arises. The right is 
reserved to substitute hotels and cruise ships and to alter itineraries. The right is also reserved 
to cancel the tour prior to departure. If any tour is cancelled prior to the passengers joining 
the tour, FM, Inc., is liable for a refund of monies received. FM & WC is not responsible or 
liable for defaults of those not directly under the control of FM & WC. All tickets and vouchers 
issued for transportation and services are subject to the terms and conditions under which such 
transportation and services are provided to the participant by the owners or contractors.

The receipt of your deposit and/or final payment will indicate that you have read these Terms 
and Conditions and that you have agreed to them. Prices are subject to change due to currency 
fluctuations or airline tax/fuel surcharge increases. Venue for any disputes is Dallas County, TX. 
This contract shall be governed by the laws of the State of Texas. Revised August 2016.

TERMS & CONDITIONSITINERARYOctober 1-10, 2017

Or, register online by credit card at FootstepMinistries.org

Please complete all portions of this form, sign, and send to: 
Footstep Ministries | 2308 York Court | Carrollton, TX 75006
972.418.6103 | Info@FootstepMinistries.org

1st Traveler Name, Exactly as Listed on Passport

Name for Name Tag  Date of Birth (M/D/Y)  Gender

2nd Traveler Name, Exactly as Listed on Passport

Name for Name Tag  Date of Birth (M/D/Y)  Gender

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone Number

Email Address

 Premium Deluxe Upgrade
 Please call me to discuss making air arrangements
 Double Occupancy Room; Single Supplement (+$950)

 Roommate (if form sent separately) 

A deposit of $750 per person is required for registration. Please make all 
checks payable to: Footstep Ministries

Enclosed is a check of $  to reserve  places

By enclosing the above payment for this tour I hereby confirm that I have read, 
understood, and accepted the Terms and Conditions as stated in this tour package.

Signature  Date

I TA LY
Prices are land only and per person

Deluxe: $5,595 | Premium Deluxe: $6,170

Amalfi Coast Extension, October 10 – 13, 2017
Deluxe: $1,775 | Premium Deluxe: $1,995

Junior Suite: $2,350 | Suite: $2,625

Deposit Per Person, Due Now: $750
Final Payment Due: May 1, 2017
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Optional Post Tour Extension to the Amalfi Coast
List the number of travelers you’d like to register for three (3) nights on 
the Amalfi coast

 Two
 One

Amalfi Accomodation Package - Price is per person for double occupancy rooms
 Deluxe
 Premium Deluxe
 Junior Suite
 Suite


